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Coallecting Air Mail Covers from and to the USA

Readerswill no doubt have noted that one of the sub-
jectsin postal history that has attracted my interest in
recent years has been a fascination with pre-World
War |l international air mail. What makes it possible
for me to pursue an interest in international air mail
from the US and Australia was detailed information
regarding the history of air mail surchargesand postal
rates. In the case of the US, Henry Beecher gave me
acopy of his data on international air mail rates and
allowed meto publish the 1938-1946 portion of it asan
appendix in Prexie Postal Historyin 1988. Sincethen,
of course, Tony Wawrukiewicz has edited and pub-
lished al of Henry’'s postal rate and fees data in two
magnificent volumesthat have become part of thefoun-
dation of aUS postal history library.

Thedataavailable on international air mail ratesfrom
Australiais not quite aswell organized, nor as conve-
niently presented, asthe US data, but an appendix titled
“Pre-decimal Postal Rates’ discussing “OverseasAir
Mail Services’ was published in the 1992 and subse-
guent editions of the Australian Air Mail Catalogue
and it is more than adequate.

The key fact is that without access to adequate rate
and routedata, acollector isoperating in thedark when
it comes to international air mail. On a world wide
basis the United States and Australia are exceptions
rather than rule when it comes to reliable published
data on postal rates.

Many of the former British colonies have been the
subject of postal historieswritten by Edward B. Proud,
and he hastypically included rate and route detail sfor
air mail in hissummary of postal rates. Recently, Proud
has published two of aproposed three volume set titled
Intercontinental Airmails. Each of these volumes—
Transatlantic and Pacific (Volume 1) and Asia and
Australasia (Molume 2)—do include air surcharge and
comprehensiveair mail rate data, but itisalmost unus-
able dueto the poor organization of thework, the lack
of any meaningful index, and the voluminous burden
of detail given to time tables. Volume 2 for example
runsto astaggering 896 pages of which approximately
500 pages are given to time tables detailing each stop
of every flight. To befair, thesetableswill no doubt be
of great assistance to someone attempting to trace the
timing of ajourney for aparticular cover, but acollec-
tor trying to learn whether the proper air surcharge
has been paid by the franking may become frustrated

searching for that detail, which may or may not have
been included and may not have been correctly re-
corded.

Thesituation regarding published referencesto air mail
surcharges and rates for various nationsis a complete
patchwork ranging from some details published in a
regional or nationa journa articleto amonograph avail-
able only on the World Wide Web (the case with Rus-
sian air mail rates). Soitiswith agreat deal of excite-
ment that | am pleased to present a brilliant new book
by Robert E. Picirilli that allows a collector quick and
easy access to proper 1920-1945 air mail surcharges
and rates from a major area of the earth in that era:
France and her colonies.

La Posta review:

Postal and Airmail Rates in France & Colonies
1920-1945

By Robert E. Picirilli, 2011, 234 pages + CD, A4 for-
mat, card bound. Published by the France & Colonies
Philatelic Society (Great Britain). Price £32.00 to the
US from Peter Maybury, 18 Courtneys, Wheldrake,
York, YO19 5BR Great Britain, or email
publications@fcps.org.uk for additional details.

Thisvolume coversthe letter rates and airmail surtax
for French coloniesfrom the start of commercia avia-
tionto theend of WW?2, and providesfor thefirst time
acomprehensive source of information to explain the
postage rates applied to pre 1946 French colonial air-
mail covers.

An international group of collectors working over a
period of some 14 years has combined information to
produce a data-base of amost 7,500 covers. This has
been supported by a huge amount of original research
based on French Government, UPU and other sources.
Routes and airlines are mentioned where these have a
bearing on rates.

A free CD, courtesy of the France and Colonies Phila-
telic Society, accompaniesthe bound volume. The CD
includes the 7,500 cover data-base in Excel format,
Bab Picirilli’scomments on the postage rates and cov-
ers on the data-base, plus full colour versions of the
black and whiteillustrations used throughout thiswork.

Thebook isorganized in 19 chaptersthat begin with a
very important explanation of how French colonial air-
mail rates worked. The remaining chapters are orga-
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Postal and Airmail Rates
in France & Colonies
1920-1945

b

Robert E Picirilli

Published by the France & Colonies Philatelic Society (GB)

nized geographically and cover the entire array of
French possessionsin Africa, Asia, the South Pacific,
North America, the Caribbean and South America

Each chapter begins with a narrative describing how
and when air mail service became availableto there-
gion. Following this, air mail rates and surchargesare
presented in tabular form organized according to date
and geographic destination. For example, Chapter 8
covers French Indochina, and table 8.8 presents de-
tails of surcharges, rates and routings that applied to

POSTAL HISTORIANS ON LINE

If youwould liketojointhislistin futureissuesof La
Posta, send us a note viae-mail to

lapostagal @hotmail.com. If you are already listed,
please take a moment to insure that your email ad-
dress is correct.

Murray Abramson [commercial US airmail 1924-1941]
—aabramson@verizon.net

Joe Adamski [SD, CT] — k2@j-adamski.com

Raymond Agren [Ad covers, MI] — n8uy@sbcglobal.net

Jim Alexander [TX: Waco Village, McLennan, Bosque, Coryell counties]
— jralexander3@aol.com

American Philatelic Research Library — apri@stamps.org
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— mcdad@zoomtown.com

air mail from that colony to the US, Canada, New-
foundland and Mexico. Many black and white cover
illustrations areimbedded within the chapterstoillus-
trate various rates, but as mentioned earlier these are
reproduced in full color on the accompanying CD.

The CD deserves additional comment. Let’s say you
are a collector interested specificaly in air mail from
French Coloniesto the United States. Since the entire
data-base of 7,500 covers is available on the CD ar-
ranged in M S Excel files according to chapters of the
book, it is a small matter to extract just those covers
addressed to the US from each chapter and create
your own new Excel file containing therecorded French
Colony to USair mail covers. | did just that and found
nearly 1,300 coversmet that criterionincluding 83 from
Indochinato the US dating from 1935 to 1945.

This is a very well organized reference volume and
when combined with the CD it presents a powerful
research tool. If only we had references comparable
to Picirilli’s work for the rest of the world, life as a
collector of pre-war internationa air mail coverswould
be sweet indeed.

Pkl WONLbZ
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Robert Beall — rbeallstmp@aol.com

John Beane, MD [West VA] — jbeane@prodigy.net

Robert Beasecker [MI postal history] — beaseckr@gvsu.edu

Stan Bednarczyk [IL: Chicago Streetcar markings]
—stanb@columbus.rr.com

John Beirne [Navals, RPO, AK] — john_beirne@hotmail.com
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Steven Berlin [interrupted mail, wreicks, crashes, robbery, terrorism]
— drstevenberlin@yahoo.com

Henry Berthelot [train, shipwrck mail & US postals]
— hankberthelot@yahoo.com

John Boal [California only]—calpl8z@boal.net

Tim Boardman [Washington PH, photos, books & maps]
— simcoe@dsl-only.net

Thomas Boettger [U.S. used singles; IL: Peoria Co.]
—belaire512@comcast.net

Joe Bock [US Airmail 1935-1950 & Arizona town cancels; U.S. WWII]
— jghock@commspeed.net

John Bloor [World early airmail; air & airmail-related Cinderellas France,
Canada, U.N.] — aerophil59@yahoo.com



Summer 2011

Paul Bofinger [pobfish@comcast.net] — Newfoundland, NH DPOs &
19" century covers, Concord NH & Merrimack Co. NH covers
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Jack Hilbing [lllinois stampless; machine cancels] —jack@hilbing.us

Terence Hines [Hanover, NH & #E12-21 on cover]
— terencehines@aol.com

Harvey Hinks [naval cancels, IN,MI,AK & the West]
—elkharv@hotmail.com

Todd Hirn [PO Seals of Peru, Japan, & the Middle East; Volusia Co. FL]
—thir@cfl.rr.com & http://www.poseal.com

Reginald L. Hofmaier [Oklahoma p.h.] — regbar91@aol.com

Robert Hohertz — rdh@northfieldmail.com

Joseph Holleman [postal history] — jtholleman@gmail.com

Tim Holmes [Machine Cancels] — ttimholmes@cs.com

Brad Horton [U.S. Postals & philatelic literature]
— kchorton4@comcast.net

John Hotchner [20" ¢ aux, Xmas seals tied; Spec deliv; wreck&crash
mail; some FDCs]—jmhstamp@ix.netcom.com

B. Clyde Hutchinson [US 1861 issue; CA postal history]
— bch@licllp.com

Stan Jameson [dealer] — empire65@tampabay.rr.com

Jerome Jarnick — jarnick@wowway.com

Stefan T. Jaronski [lthaca NY; northeastern Montana; Confed. States
military mail] — bug@midrivers.com

Cary E. Johnson [Michigan p.h.; Railway, Waterway & Streetcars]
— fastmailrpo@yahoo.com

Gerald Johnson [3c 1851; auxiliary markings] — johnson66@charter.net

William H. Johnson [Florida p.history] — whjdds@aol.com

Robert D. Jones [Nebraska postal history, esp. DPOs]
— robwanjones@charter.net

Rodney Juell [Series of 1922] — rajuell@gmail.com

Barton D. Kamp [Massachusetts postal history] —bartdk@charter.net

Gordon Katz [Maryland & DE postal history, postal history on postcards]
— gccats@verizon.net

Robert Keatts [Walla Walla Co., WA p.h.] — Ikeatts@msn.com

Dick Keiser [Dealer-military/POW/censored]— stamps@dickkeiser.com

Rodney Kelley [Arkanas, esp Conway & Pope counties]
— rkel@swbell.net

Kelvin Kindahl [MA: Hampshire Co] — Kelvin01027@charter.net

Lucien Klein [Prexies, OR: Marion & Grant Co] — lusal@msn.com

Ron Klimley [Florida WWII, machine cancels, Tampa Spanish American
War] —klimley@verizon.net

Eric Knapp [Alaska postal history] — eknapp@gci.net

Daniel M. Knowles [NY: Suffolk Co, Long Island; 3c 1861-auxiliary
markings] — dknowles@med.cornell.edu

Kent Kobersteen [US Scott ClI, unusual commercial usages, unusual
off-cover stamps] — kobersteen@gmail.com

William Kolodrubetz [classic US post office seals]
—djp_wjk@verizon.net

Paul Konigsberg [Museum of Postal History, NYC]
— pkonigsh@email.usps.gov

Van Koppersmith [Alabama & Mississippi p.h.] — cleave3@aol.com

Jim Kotanchik [Franklin Co., MA & PO Seals] — jimkot@verizon.net

George Kramer [U.S. west; western Europe, telegraph]
— gjkk@optonline.net

Jon E. Krupnick [Pacific Flights 1936-46 & US Pacific Possessions]
— jonpac@aol.com

George Kubal [Dealer] — geokubal@aol.com

Alfred Kugel [20th Cent. Military Mail, US Possessions & Offices Abroad]
— afkugel@hotmail.com

Dick Laird [Doanes from IN, KY, TN, SC] — d.laird@comcast.net

Eliot A. Landau — [U.S. Registry, U.S. w/ Lincoln Stamps]
— elandau@aol.com

Robert M. Langer [Boston ad covers; Carroll County NH]
— 1la4141975@aol.com

Peter B. Larson [Idaho postal history] — ystone@cpcinternet.com

Ken Lawrence — [Crystal Palace World's Fair, 1853 New York, First
Issue Nesbett Envelopes] — apsken@aol.com

Howard Lee [U.S. 4th Bureau Issue, 17c Wilson; Prexy 4% cent]
— gimpo25@yahoo.com

James E. Lee [Literature Dealer. Collects Lake & McHenry Co, IL]
—jim@jameslee.com & website: www.jameslee.com

Leslie W. Lee [WI p.history & WI Doanes] — leslee@itis.com

Ron Leith — ronleith@uniserve.com

Ron Lessard — ronlessard@att.net

Brian R. Levy [NY State postal history] — bellobl@aol.com

David C. Lingard [Florida-4 bars, Doanes, RPO, Adv. & most anything]
— david_lingard@hotmail.com

W. Edward Linn [OR; rural stations; NAMW; Airfield dedications, Western
States Precancels & Perfins] —linn@winfirst.com

James R. Littell [balloon, rocket, Zeppelin post]— zepplincat@wzrd.com

Jerry Login [US 19" C penalty envelopes w/ stamps added]

— jerl2004@msn.com

Nicholas Lombardi [US 2d Bureau issue + Registerd Mail]
— 8605@comcast.net

Bud Luckey [Siskiyou Co. CA; northern CA]—luckey@snowcrest.net

Michael Ludeman [TX Postal History, USPOD Forms & Documents]
— mike@ludeman.net

Len Lukens [Oregon p.h. & trans-Pacific airmail]
— llukens@easystreet.net

David Lyman [World postmarks on covers or piece]
— postmark@sympatico.ca

Max Lynds [Aroostook Co., Maine p.h.] — max@pwless.net

Millard Mack — millardhmack@yahoo.com

Scott Mader [OR/CA] — maders@ohsu.edu

Larry Maddux [OR postal history; all over ad covers]
— Imaddux@pacifier.com

Richard Malmgren [Hawaii] — rcmstamps@hawaii.rr.com

Dean Mario [Military;Pre-1949 Newfoundland; “Old West" lawmen +
Buffalo Bill/P.T.Barnum/Wild West show ad cvrs]
—Dblueputtees@hotmail.com
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Robert Markovits [dealer. Collects world-wide Special Delivery &
US officials, US5, 536 , C38 C46] —rimarkovits@aol.com

Craig Martin —[Dealer. Collects naval covers, So. Cal PH]
— saracv3@gmail.com

Ken Martin [Postal history documenting mechanization +automation of
mails] — kpmartin@stamps.org

Peter Martin — pmartin2525@yahoo.com

Richard Martorelli [Military, Postage Due] — rdmartorelli@gmail.com

Chester Masters [WA: Paquethoat Cancels, and Clallam & Jefferson
Co]—stamps292001@yahoo.com

Richard Matta [MD:Montgomery Cty & PA: McKesesport]
— rkm@groom.com

Bernard Mayer [Oklahoma] — Bernie@m47303.com

David Mayo —dmayo@paulweiss.com

Robert McAlpine [US & Foreign]— rmcalpine63@comcast.net

Larry McBride [U.S. town & DPO cancels] — Igmchride@yahoo.com

David McCord [Doanes, Type E 4-Bars + AK,WA,WY,NV,0OR covers]
—damac52@comcast.net

R.J. McEwen [Eastern Oregon] — rjmcewen@aol.com

McGowan, George [Newfoundland & NY]
— geolotus2003@nycap.rr.com

Bob McKain [Pittsburgh, Alaska Hiway & AK APOs]
— b57-vette@comcast.net

Michael E. Mead [Britannia Enterprises — dealer]
— meadbritannia@aol.com

Jim Mehrer [Dealer. Collects expo’s, Navy ships]
—mehrer@postal-history.com & website http://www.postal-history.com

Stephen Merchant [stampless folded letters]
— stephen.merchant@comcast.net

Doug Merenda [Columbians on cover, Columbian Expo]
— ddm_50@yahoo.com

Mark Metkin [Idaho postal history] — metkin@mindspring.com
website: http://www.mindspring.com/~metkin/idahoindex.html

Steven Miedziak [Dakota Territory] —stevewyo@hotmail.com

Lynn Minneman [Portland, Oregon area] — Iminnema@msn.com

Harvey Mirsky [US 1847 issue] — HarveyMirsky@aol.com

John Moffatt [Stamps-world] —moffatts2419@shcglobal.net

John Moore [US Exposition/World's Fairl—modelpo57@yahoo.com

Richard Moraine [Naval Covers] — dickmorain@verizon.net

Steve Morehead [Colorado postal history] — steveasc@ix.netcom.com

Alan Moser [lowa postal history] — amoser1537@comcast.net

James H. Moses [postal censorship]—jhcmoses@bellsouth.net

Douglas Moss — douglasmoss@shcglobal.net

Darren Mueller [WI-Fond du Lac Co p.history]
—darren.mueller@juno.com

John G. Mullen [WA; flags; Ntl Air Mail Week; Snohomish,Skagit, Island
County] —longjohn.wa007@netzero.com

Andrew Murin [Colorado postal history]—agmurin@kci.net

Jim Myerson [US Navy & pioneer airmail, WA-Franklin]
— jpm_ww@yahoo.com

Larry Neal [Holmes & Coshocton Counties, Ohio (US, World-wide to
1955; Greenland; Stained Glass on Stamps]—thenealnest@yahoo.com

Burnham Neill [FL-Miami/Dade DPOs on PPCs; some MS, MO]
— mbneill@bellsouth.net

Bruce Nelson [lllus. pioneer postcards (1870-1898): govt postals &
private —landmarkpc@aol.com

Howard Ness — hbness@hotmail.com

Ray Newburn [CO pre-wwll Pan Am Pacific Div; 4" & 5"Bureaus
(all rates] — newburn@mindspring.com

Dan Nieuwlandt [S. California, WWII, Belgian Congo]
—nieuwlandt33@msn.com

Bill Nix [OR & WA (Skamania)]— B845588@embargmail.com

Jim Noll — [computer postage] jenca@pacbell.net

Joe Odziana — [Early Machine Cancels, Worldwide pre 1950 postal
history/fiscal history] drjoeo@earthlink.net

James Oliver [VT, Canada, Scandinavia]—falco43@gmail.com

Larry Oliver [Advertising covers, medical-related]
—stamper77@gmail.com

Robert Omberg [Idaho p.h.] — Bob.Omberg@nirb.gov
Kevin O'Reilly [NWT, Yukon & Labrador; US APOs in Canada]
— kor@theedge.ca
Oshorne, Cathleen [Bells] — rickcath@wavecable.com
Steve Pacetti [1861 1c, Hawaii, Prexies, CO postal history]
— shp57@comcast.net
Dennis Pack [Sub-station postmarks; Utah ph, USCG]
— packd@hbci.com
Ray Palmer [OR: Yamhill, Polk Counties] — rpalmer@onlinemac.com
Dr. Everett L. Parker [Pitcairn, Canada, Maine]— eparker@hughes.net
Alan Parsons [US, UN, NY: Steuben, Schuyler & Chemung counties]
— alatholleyrd@aol.com
Norman Pence [OK & Indian Territory] — norpen@hotmail.com
Randy Pence [Yangtze River Patrol; WWI medical]
— catclan@earthlink.net
Richard Pesot [ID, Mauritius, Tibet, U.S. 1869, Classic U.S.]
—rpesot@ajlewiscorp.com]
Paul E. Petosky [MI; US & Can p.0.s on pcs]
—paul_petosky@yahoo.com
Website: http://postmarks.grandmaraismichigan.com/
Kenneth A. Pitt [Dealer. Collects L.I., NY, DPOs to 1870, Pioneer post
cards] — kenpitt@verizon.net
Hans Pohler [Ohio postal history, Germany, military]
— hpohler@juno.com
John Pollard [jopol@shaw.ca] — Censored (civil & military)
Elwood Poore [DPOs, Auxiliary Markings] — woody-poore@msn.com
Thomas Post [IL-Railways,U.S. Canada, Luxembourg]
—tompost48@gmail.com
Charles Powers — cpowers@powent.com
Stephen Prigozy [Telegraph & electrical covers] — prigozys@aol.com
Robert Quintero [Detroit Mail Boat/Detroit River Sta 1895-Current]
— gover@comcast.net
Robert D. Rawlins [naval covers] — rawlins@sonic.net
Mark Reasoner [Ohio] mreasone@columbus.rr.com
N.L. Rasmussen [WY Territory, VA; Tunisia,]
—nrasmu@digitalconnections.net
Frank Reischerl [US postal history] — freischerl@cox.net
Thomas Richards [Movie star mail]— thomasrl@ohiodominican.edu
Martin Richardson [OH & IL ph, off sealed, Local posts]
— martinR362@aol.com
Thomas Richardson [North Carolina P.H., APOs]
— stamps@northstate.net
Al Ring [Arizona postal history] — ringal@comcast.net
Norm Ritchie [CO, UT, AZ & NM p.history + all US/Canada
postmarks]— mnpl23@comcast.net
Linda Roberts [UT: Park City PMs, PCs, stocks,Tokens,stereoviews,
bottles, etc] — robertsfamly@earthlink.net
William B. Robinson [Dealer; collects WI postal history]
—wbrob@hotmail.com
Julius Rockwell [Alaska] — juliusro@alaska.net
Gilbert M. Roderick [Dealer. Downeast Stamps. Collects Straight line
stampless, cameo advertising, Maine p.h.] — destamps@acadia.net
James E. Rogers [VT machine canels, NH & ME flags]
—J_Rogers@juno.com
Robert C. Roland [post cards, postal history, U.S.]
— robt.roland@sbcglobal.net
Romanelli, Paul [bkjacks on cvr; VT, ME p hist.]
— docROMA2000@yahoo.com
Robert G. Rose [New Jersey p.h.] — rrose@daypitney.com
Hal Ross [Kansas Territorials & postmarks] — halross@shcglobal.net
Art Rupert [Rural Branches & Stations, CPO] — aerupert@bentonrea.com
Roger Rydberg [Colorado postal history] — rrydbergs@comcast.net
Bill Sammis [US Express Company labels, stamps & covers]
— cds13@cornell.edu
William Sandrik [Disinfected mail, Austrian Lloyd]
— sandrik42@verizon.net
Ken Sanford [Air Crash, Train, & Ship Wreck Covers]
—kaerophil@gmail.com
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A.J. Savakis [Ohio-machines] — mcsforum@embargmail.com
Robert Scales [western states, crashes, Doanes, Expos]
—bscales@bak.rr.com
Allan Schefer [U.S. foreign mails 1861-1870; fancy cancels, 3c US 1861,
Bicycle ad cvrs & pcs, France 1871-75 ceres issue, prex]
—schef21n@netscape.net
Henry B. Scheuer .[U.S. FDCs, pre-1935] — hscheuer@janney.com
Steve Schmale [Dealer.Collects Placer, Tahoe real photo postcards]
— outweststeve@ftcnet.net
Dennis W. Schmidt [US Off postal stationery/covers]
— officials2001@yahoo.com
Fred Schmitt [Dealer] — fred@fredschmitt.com &
http://www.fredschmitt.com
Paul Schroeder [WA , esp Whitman, Asotin Co.]
— schroede2003@yahoo.com
Robert Schultz [Missouri postal history]— schulhstry@aol.com
www.civilwar.org
Joseph Sedivy [1909 cners-cover&card; RPO, Chi stcars]
—JINJSED717@aol.com
Larry R. Sell [postal history/banknotes,1861,1902's]
— larrysell@infoblvd.net
Mike Senta [Alaska postal history] — msenta@mtaonline.net
Michael Serdy [Western Express] hmbgcl5@comcast.net
Norman Shachat [Phila. & Bucks Co. PH] — nshachat@msn.com
Edwin H. Shane [Philippines, WWII military PI, masonic, Computers]
— edmarshane@earthlink.net
Robert Shaub[PA:York Co; MD:BaltimoreCo— r_shaub351@live.com
Terry Shaw [Alaska; Early Airmail] — cgsarchxx@aol.com
Richard Sheaff [lllustrated ad covers; NH-Cornish Flat; MA-Ballardvale]
—dicksheaff@cox.net & www.sheaff-ephemera.com
Timothy M. Sheehan [NM Territorial ph]—timsheehan505@gmail.com
Steve Sheppard [World’s Columbian Expo] — xpo93@aol.com
Dan Sherman [settlement of post-civil war West]
— dsherman@oikosmedia.com
Lawrence Sherman [WWII-Foreign Destinations; APO at Washington
Monument 1943; Bolivia & Peru up to 1940; Chili Centennial issues,
1910l] — larrysherman@san.rr.com
David J. Simmons [Israel,Palestine,Gaza; U.S. Seaboard, Worcester
MA] — dsim465835@cs.com
Ed Siskin [U.S. Colonial, WWI, Free Franks] — jeananded@comcast.net
Cas Skrzypczak [pre WWII & WWII Naval Air Stations]
— casimirs@msn.com
Richard Small [Machine cancels, post offices]
— rsmall003@comcast.net &
http://hometown.aol.com/rsmall9293/mcfmain.htm
R. J. “Jack” Smalling [IA DPOs; baseball autogrs]
— jack@baseballaddresses.com
Chet Smith [US post offices; branches & stations] — cms@psu.edu
Jack M. Smith, Sr. [Texas DPOs; TX Doane Co-ordinator]
— jandd@tstar.net
Thomas Smith [Mississippi, DPO & RMS] —thswe54bwc@gmail.com
Fred Smyithe — fredabet@paulbunyan.net
Gus Spector [PA ad covers & postal history] gspec56@aol.com
Jessie Spector [US postal history] — Jesse.Spector@verizon.net
Anita Sprankle [Northcentral PA DPOs] — lysprank@aol.com
Ken Stach [Dakota & Nebraska territories] — kstach@santel.net
Kurt Stauffer [WWII POW mail & military]— kastauffer@aol.com
John Steele [IL postal history] — john_steele_578@comcast.net
Steidley, K.David [Series of 1902; Airmail; Am Express]
— steidley@nac.net
Rex H. “Jim” Stever [Republic of Texas] — rhstever@hotmail.com
Seymour B. Stiss (Chicago & IL postal history)—sbstiss@msn.com
Robert Stoldal [Nevada p.h. & Airmail; 774] — stoldal@cox.net
Greg Stone [19™ C postal history, esp MI] — michcovers@ec.rr.com
Bill Strauss [Texas] — baagrade@aol.com
Howard P. Strohn [CA: Monterey & San Benito Co]
— howardpstrohn@mybluelight.com

Marc Stromberg [Blood's Despatch, CA: Alameda, C.Costa co.s;
Ships of Pearl Harbor & Clipper Maill—marcsellshomes@msn.com

James Stultz [VA-Marshall Co; WV, U.S. to 1930, U.S. Possessions,
RPO, CSA] — jstultz@ovrh.org

Bob Summerell [General PH, postal stationery, early cinema/theatre
deltiology] — kusummer@aol.com

Greg Sutherland [Dealer: Freeman’s philatelic literature]
—gregfreecoax.net & http://www.gregfree.com

Robert Svoboda [Montana postal history]— SVOBODA7@aol.com

Bob Swanson [WWI p.h.] — rds@swansongrp.com
& www.swansongrp.com/posthist.html

Bill Tatham [California] — wtatham@charter.net

Michael Taugher [So Cal-LA, Ventura, San Diego counties; Scandanavia
Baltic) — mtaugher@aol.com

Stephen T. Taylor [Dealer: US postal history]— info@stephentaylor.co.uk
& www.stephentaylor.co.uk

Gerry Tenney [Wash,Franklins & Prx, Westch &Ulster Co NY, C23's com
use; Cancels on banknots off cover,— gtenney@earthlink.net

The Collectors Club — (New York) collectorsclub@nac.net

David Thompson [Wisconsin p.h.] — thompdae@msn.com

Don Thompson [Stampless NH, MA, FL] — thomcat7405@aol.com

Theodor Teichgraber — tpateich@cox.net

James Tigner, Jr. [RPOs, ship cancels] — oldbayline@hotmail.com

Don Tocher [19th Century US] — dontocher@earthlink.net &
http://www.postalnet.com/dontocher/

Allan Tomey [frontier military forts (post Civil War), war of 1812, esp
Naval]— tomey76@gmail.com

Jonathan Topper [Airmails, RPOs, APOs]— jctopper@swhbell.net

Bob Trachimowicz [Worcester, Mass. P.history; Wesson TOBs of
Worcester] — bob.track@charter.net

William Treat [CO: Clear Creek, Gilpin & Jefferson counties
1850s-1930s] — jtsouthwest@msn.com

Kenneth Trettin [IA: Floyd Co.&Rockford] — hogman@onnitelcom.com

Tom Turner [Alabama postal history] — turnertomp@aol.com

Tom Unterberger [WI: Douglas County] — unterberger@chartermi.net

Jorge Vega-Rivera [Puerto Rico: 19" Century Maritime Mail & Spanish
American War 1898-1902] —portovega8@yahoo.com

George P. Wagner [US p.history-interesting uses-small banknotes to
modern;2" & 4" Bureau, Wash-Frank, Prex, Liberty]
— gpwwauk@aol.com

Tim Wait [IL: Boone Co, Wa Bicentenneal 1932, Spec Deliv Bicycle
Airmail Special Deliv combo] — t.wait@comcast.net

Jim Walker [NJ: Corvells Ferry Stamp Club. Collects Huntondon Co, NJ
& Bucks Co, PA postal history] — jiwalker@embargmail.com

W. Danforth Walker [MD: Baltimore, Howard Co., British Commonwealth
postal history & stamps]— dan@insurecollectibles.com

Charles Wallis [OK & Indian Territory] — cobweb2006@shcglobal.net

Lauck Walton [Early US machine cancels, unusual usages on postal
cards, C&D, county & postmaster cancels] — lauckw@shentel.net

Jim Watson [Mendocino/Lake Co. CA cancels] — pygwats@mcn.org

Wayne Worthington [US Army in Canal Zone] — Waynew@erols.com

Rich Weiner [18" & 19" C letters w/ high content value; NC stampless
Covers] — rweiner@duke.edu

Larry Weinstock [Dealer-Western postal history; collects NW p.history,
2" Bureau issue use] — lwstampscovers@comcast.net

David Wessely [Dealer- collects commercial famous Americans, US
COD] — aonecoverz@oh.rr.com

Ken White [AZ, NM, & France] kenwhite@cableone.net

Robert B. Whitney [New London, CT; Brevard Co, FL; Benton Co., OR
postal history] — mary.whitney@att.net

Douglas Wick [Dealer-Hedemarken Collectibles]—wick@btinet.net

Louise Wile [postcards, Bucks Co. PA pmks] — alexander530@aol.com

David Williams [NY: Broome Co, NY State Star Cancels, Canada,
China] — davidinindiana@aol.com
& www.broome-county-postal-history.com

Concluded on page 50
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Figure 1 Postmarked Cleveland, Ohio, April 15, 1941, this cover is franked with 70 cents postage to
pay air mail fee via trans-Pacific Clipper to Balik Papan, Borneo, Netherlands East indies. Many of us
would consider a 1951 air mail cover to Borneo a “ scarce destination.” But what does that really mean,
and would it be more or less scarce than a 1941 air mail cover to Kenya?

International Air Mail during the Pre-WWII Era:

Scarcity According to Origins & Destinations

By Richard W. Helbock

How often do we see acover described with the terms
such as“ scarce destination,” or “unusual origin-desti-
nation,” or even “air mail coversto (from) thiscountry
are rare?’ |, for one, have always considered com-
ments such asthese asinteresting and hel pful when it
came to deciding whether to bid on or buy a card or
cover. Of course | have also taken into account what
| knew of the experience and veracity of the person
making the claim. Claimsof scarcity when it comesto
the origin or destination of air mail, or any other type
of mail, are highly subjective. No one has any idea of
how many items of mail may have been exchanged
between addresses in two countries over a period of
time. Whileit is possible there have been attempts by
some governments to measure the amount of specific
international postal communications between their na-
tion and certain other nations—for example. nations
considered to be enemies—such efforts can be no
more than short term experiments. If we think of the
entire universe of mail flowing between pairs of na-
tionsand territories around the globe, it becomes clear
that the measurement of postal communications be-

© 2011 Richard W. Helbock

tween pairs of nations—referred to herein as bilateral
flows—over a significant period of time would have
beenimpossible.

So in order to make acredible claim that acover from
the United States addressed to arecipient in aparticu-
lar country representsa“ scarce destination,” one must
be able to draw on a significant body of experience.
Included within this experience would be not only an
extensive period of personal examination of interna-
tional mail flows, but a broad knowledge of history
and geography enabling one to evaluate social condi-
tionsaround theworld. That'sa pretty tall order, even
for the most experienced and best educated among
us. When it comes right down to it, the use of terms
such as “ scarce destination” actually mean “| haven't
personally seen much (any) mail addressed there be-
fore.”

The collector considering whether or not to add such
acover totheir collectionisthen faced with 1) making
a judgement based on their own experience and 2)
deciding how much faith they havein the seller’s abil-
ity to make the claim. That'sfair; most of the choices
we make in life are based on imperfect knowledge,
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Figure 2 An April 1941 cover postmarked Riverhead, NY, addressed
to Mombasa, Kenya, and franked for trans-Atlantic air mail and
onward by British air mail to Kenya. Should this be considered more
or less scarce in terms of destination to the cover shown in figure 1?

but what if there were a way to measure the scarcity
of origin and destination with regard to bilateral mail
flows?

The purpose of this articleisto open a discussion re-
garding the measurement of scarcity as applied to bi-
lateral international air mail during the period prior to
World War [1—roughly 1920 to 1941. While it may
not be possible, or even desirable, to precisely calcu-
late exactly how scarce an air mail cover addressed
to Southern Rhodesiain 1937 is, it might be possibleto
evaluate whether such a cover is more or less scarce
than a 1937 air mail cover addressed to Bulgaria, or
New Zealand, or Uruguay.

An Approach to Measurement

The exchange of mail between individuals and busi-
nesses in different countries is a particular form of
foreign trade. As such, it may appropriately be mod-
elled with a type of mathematical expression known
asagravity model. The gravity model was proposed
by Tinbergen [1962] to explain international bilateral
trade and has become quite popular among econo-
mists in recent years as an instrument of empirical
foreign trade analysis. The model has been success-
fully applied to flows of varying types such asmigra-
tion, foreign direct investment, and more specifically
tointernational trade flows.

Asthename suggests, the model isan adaptation based
on Newton's Law of Universal Gravitation

Fij= G MiMj/Dij?, [1]
where F= attractive force between bodiesi and j; M=
mass; D=distance; and G = gravitational constant.

In economics, the Gravity Model specifi-
cationissimilar to Newton's Law

Xij= K YiYj/Tij +M [2]
where Xij = exportsfromi toj; or total trade
(i.e., Xij+Xji); Y=economic size (GDP,
POP); K = a constant that may be used to
adjust economic size to a more workable
form, T =Trade costsand M representsany

other factorsaiding or preventing trade be-
tween pairs of countries.

In practicethevolume of international trade
between countriesistypically well known
and the equation isused to solvefor varia-
tionson theletter “M”, which might stand
for multilateral trade resistances such as
political trading blocks. In applied work, the
model is often extended by including variables to ac-
count for language relationships, tariffs, contiguity, ac-
cess to seq, colonia history, exchange rate regimes,
and other variables of interest. The object then be-
comesto determinethe significance of these variables
on bilateral foreign trade. Personsinterested in further
exploring the literature concerning gravity model re-
search in foreign trade studies might wish to begin by
consulting http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Gravity_model_of trade.

The equation of the gravity model may appear
daunting to readers uncomfortable with
mathematical notations, but its really nothing
more than an effort to say with some
specificity what we all intuitively know; that
is, two large countries located close to each
other will produce much larger mail flows
between them than two small nations located
far away from each other.

Unlike most economic applications to international
trade, aresearcher seeking answersto questions about
theoretical air mail volumes between two countries does
not havetheluxury of statistical evidence. Indeed, the
purpose of the research becomes solving the gravity
model equation for Xij where Xij isthe amount of air
mail sent from country i to country j and the total two-
way flow isXij + Xji.

The author understands full well that readers of postal
history journals such as La Posta are not used to see-
ing mathematical expressions popping up in articles.
But if we are attempting to define aterm like scarcity,
it would appear unavoidableto ignorethe quantitative
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underpinnings of the presentation that follows. The
equation of the gravity model may appear daunting to
readers uncomfortable with mathematical notations,
but itsreally nothing more than an attempt to say with
some specificity what weall intuitively know; that is,
two large countries located close to each other will
produce much larger mail flows between them than
two small nations located far away from each other.

THE VARIABLES
Weighted Population (Yi & Yj)

Peoplewrite | etters and some peoplein days gone by
choseto pay a premium—sometimes substantial—to
send those letters by air mail, or at least air acceler-
ated mail. If we are to use the gravity model to pre-
dict how many air mail letterswere sent from country
i to country j inaparticular period, we should ideally
want to know the number of letter writers willing to
pay the extrafees for air service in a population. Of
course such information has never been available, so
we must attempt to approximate the number we seek
using a proxy variable.

Sinceletter senderswere almost by definition people
who could read and write, one would think that lit-
eracy would be agood proxy variable. Unfortunately,
as| soon discovered whil st searching through Google,
1) literacy is not as objective a statistic as one might
think, and 2) there are no broad-based statistics on
literacy availablefor theworld’s nations before about
1990. The best that can be found are anecdota re-
ports of literacy rates for this or than country at a
given time, e.g., the literacy rate was estimated at
about 40 per centin Mexico in 1940. The universe of
datato be examined in this study includes 110 nations
and colonies during the period 1930 to 1945. Anec-
dotal reports are insufficient.

Fallback position number one caused meto seek some
universally available measure of economic wellbeing
with the idea that a population that was better off fi-
nancially would be morelikely to have ahigher level
of literacy, and hence letter writers. Another exten-
sive Google search finaly yielded a site known as
Many Eyes that contains, among other things, some
historical databases and one of those contained long-
term statistics on per capita gross domestic prod-
uct (PCGDP) for ailmost all of the 109 countries in
the universe of this project.t

The 1935 PCGDP (converted to 1990 international
Geary-Khamis dollars) was therefore chosen as a
proxy variable to represent the percentage of a

nation’s population that was capable of sending let-
ters. Thispercentagewas multiplied by thetotal popu-
lation of acountry (based on statistics published inthe
Premier Edition of Rand McNally World Atlas of
1929 to supply theYi and Y| variablesfor our gravity
mode.

Trade Cost Variable (Tij)

The trade cost variable—Tij in equation 2—when
appliedtointernational air mail flowsmight be repre-
sented by avariety of different variables such astime,
distance or postage rates. A good case might be made
for transit time since the greater the air mail transit
time; the less one would expect postal patrons to opt
for that method of delivery. On the other hand, it may
be argued that it was just such situations involving
lengthy delivery timeswhere postal patronswere most
likely to favor accelerated delivery through air mail.
The same arguments stand for air postage fees and
surcharges.

Writing in the November 2010 issue of Airpost Jour-
nal in hisarticle on “One Ocean Mail”, Bob Wilcsek
notes that the air mail rate over the two-ocean route
from the U.K. to Hong Kong was five shillings for a
% ounce air mail letter. He goes on to explain that
when one considers inflation and differencesin pur-
chasing power, inwhich five shillingswas equivalent
in today’s economy to 35 pounds sterling or 50 U.S.
dollars. AsWilcsek pointsout:

From mid-1940to theend of thewar, therewas
absolutely no other way of communicating long
distances other than these alternatives (over-
seas airmail letters by either the one-ocean or
two-ocean routes). Businesses could afford it,
but families separated great distancesin atime
of war had to pay up one way or another...

He goes on to state:

Due to the lower postage rate for one-ocean
mail, it might be concluded that thismail ismore
common and easier to find than two-ocean mail.
Not so. Both types of mail are scarce, as they
represent little-used and expensive forms of
airmail, even if one of the services happened to
be alittle cheaper than the other?

L ogic suggests that the greater the time, cost or dis-
tance, the smaller the volume of air mail flows be-
tween two nations. In genera that relationship may
hold true, but the case of expensive one and two-ocean
mail between the UK and its coloniesin Hong Kong,
Australia and New Zealand in World War |1 argues
that physical separation aloneisnot sufficient to deter
substantial air mail communications.

11



12

WholeNumber 246

"

AUSTRALIAN CONSOLIDATED | M

HE, FLEET STREET., LONDOX, u.]f‘«

EDLTORIAL,

168/174, CASTLEREAGH STRE

f
SYDNEY. NEW ‘Iso'JT'H WALES.

AL ARl

!
AUSTRALIA,

IF NOT CLAIMED WITHIN SEVEN DAYS
PLEASE RETURN TO ABOVE ADDRENS

= =i

fg i,lff'!' 2

DAILY TELEGRAPH, |

Figure 3 London in December 1940 had just successfully come through the Battle of Britain, and the demand for fresh
news back in Australia was tremendous. The fact that the two-ocean air postage on this cover exceeded 20 shillings

(equivalent to $200 in today’s economy) probably had little importance to the Australian Consolidated Press, but for
the average person that was a whopping sum of money to send a letter. A Sydney express receiving mark is show as an

inset at lower |eft.

The proxy used in this study to represent the trade
cost variableTij istheairlinedistancein miles separat-
ing the capital (or largest city) in each of the paired
countries. While measuring distances between cities
in 109 different countriesinitially sounded like adaunt-
ing task, there is a very handy website—http://
www.timeanddate.com/wor | dcl ock/distance.html—
that performs the operation almost instantaneously
once the names of the two cities are entered in their
search engine.

Bilateral Mail Affinity Variables (M)

The pattern of human settlement we know around the
globetoday hasevolved through aseries of population
movements over thousands of years. Some of these
migrations began long before recorded history and we
have become aware of thisonly gradually through dis-
coveries of rare artifacts. Other migrations are of far
morerecent origin and datefrom just thelast 400 years
during the era of colonialism. The resultant pattern is
acrazy quilt of humanity scattered across most of the
earth’s land surfaces. Some peoples get along quite
well with their neighborsand sharewith them language,

customs and traditions. Other people hatetheir neigh-
bors and have been locked in deadly repeated con-
flicts with them that have stretched over generations.

All of thishistorical baggage hasled usto amatrix of
international relationsthat continuesto evolveover time.
In the pre-World War |l era some nations were allies
and some were competitors and even enemies. Some
nations served as the “mother country” for far-reach-
ing colonia empires, while others were still remote
from the world stage or largely self-absorbed.

Therecan belittle doubt that bilateral relationshipshad
amajor impact onthevolume of air mail sent between
any two countries in the pre-war era. Consider the
earlier discussion of expensive one and two-ocean mail.
Would those special rates even have been authorized
if the countriesinvolved had not been peopled of the
same language, culture and tribe? Certainly we could
not have expected many Russians or | celandersto pay
the equivalent of $50 to mail aletter to New Zealand
that would arrive more quickly than anormal surface
letter.



Two variablesthat certainly rank in the very
important category when it comes to under-
standing bi-lateral air mail flow volumes are
colonia affiliation and common language. Any
examination of the surviving air mail from
Asian and African coloniesin the pre-war era
will quickly show that the preponderance of
mail from French col onies such asMadagas-
car, Indo China, and Ivory Coast was ad-
dressed to France. Air mail from Belgian
Congo went to Belgium, from Netherland
Indiesto Holland and from Angolato Portu-
gal. Similarly air mail from al the many out-
posts of the British Empire was addressed to
the United Kingdom. While we have no way
of knowing exactly how much of thetotal air
mail from any given colony was sent to ad-
dressesin the “ mother county,” a non-scien-
tific survey by Bill Clark—alongtime collec-
tor of British East Africa—of 281 covers
mailed from Kenyato foreign addresses dur-
ing the 1930s found nearly two-thirds ad-
dressed to the U.K.2In fact, mail to the U.K.
outnumbered mail to the United States and
South Africa—the second and third most com-
mon destinations respectivel y—by almost ten-
to-one. Similar statistics appear to bein evi-
dence from scanning the 1930s covers avail -
able for Kenya on Jim Forte's website.

The United States had no great colonial em-
pire in the 1930s. Other than the Canal Zone
and the Philippines, there were no officia co-
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Map 1 The United States never had a large colonial empire in the
way the British or French did, but our economic dominion over
Latin America was clearly reflected in the map of overseasU.S air
mail routes in the 1920s and early 1930s. All involved connections
to Central and South America.

lonial relationshipswith countries beyond the

United States and its integral territories.* There was
however a special relationship between the United
States and it’s neighbors to the south in Central and
South America. On December 2, 1823, President James
Monroe stated that further efforts by European coun-
tries to colonize land or interfere with states in the
Americas would be viewed as acts of aggression re-
quiring U.S. intervention. Known as the Monroe Doc-
trine this became one of the most salient foreign poli-
cies of the United States. It was often cited by subse-
quent U.S. presidentsand paliticians, including Theodore
Roosevelt who used it as a basis for going to war in
Cuba, and effectively turned the Western Hemisphere
into a United States sphere of influence. There were
frequent short-lived military interventionsby U.S. forces
in the Caribbean and Central America, but for the most
part, the overwhel ming aspect of American domination
was economic. Widespread control of primary natural
resources from banana and sugar cane plantations to

timber harvesting to gold, silver and copper mining has
been dominated by American corporations. Commer-
cial trade, finance and shipping became lucrative tar-
gets of American companies, and by the 1930s Ameri-
can corporations were well on their way to controlling
nearly all important aspects of Latin American whole-
saleand retail trade. There can be no more compelling
evidence of thisfaux American colonial dominancethan
the development of thefirst U.S. overseasair mail net-
work during the 1920s and early 1930s (map 1).

Because of thisbond of economic colonialism, and de-
spite the fact that the native language of Latin Ameri-
can countries is Spanish and Portuguese, the greatest
volume of international air mail involving the United
States flowed north and south during the pre-war era.
While there was apowerful socia and political attrac-
tion between the US and Europe, it should be recalled
that it was not until 1939 that an air mail route was
established between the U.S. and the U K.
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Figure 4 This cover was
postmarked Brooklyn, NY,
July 25, 1930, and
addressed to the American
Commercial Attachein
Bogota, Colombia. Air mail
service via Pan American
| Airways was paid wuth 30

| cents US postage and air
service within Columbia
was paid by a 25 centavos
Colombian Scadta air mail
stamp. The Scadta stamps
were sold in New York,
Boston, Philadelphia,
| Chicago, Detroit, New
| Orleans, Los Angeles and

| San Francisco.

Just as there are positive variables such as common 3 pariah in the eyes of the Western public by the late

language and shared history that can influence the  1920s and into the 1930s. It was not until 1941, when
volume of mail communication between peoplesof two  the western Allies discovered they needed Stalin's

different nations, so are there
negative factors that can work
to limit the flow of mail. Inter-
national disputesover palitics,
land and resources can lead
governments to erect barriers
to commerce and communica-
tions between people and or-
ganizationson opposing nations.
In extreme cases such disputes
can lead to war and an abso-
lute severance of postal con-
tact. Fortunately, most disputes
do not reach to level of armed
conflict, but they can still have
an impact on bilatera postal
communications.

The Soviet Revolution of 1918
and subsequent rise of Marxist
Socialism caused many \West-
ern governments such as
France, Britain and the United
States a great deal of concern.
Thisconcern generated an out-
pouring of criticism by public
officia sthat was carried by the
news media of the day. Offi-
cial criticismled to government
hearings in the United states
and the USSR largely became

Figure 5 Although there is no written indicaion that the sender requested air mail
service, this 1935 cover from Irkutsk in Sberia to San Diego was franked with an
80 kopek stamp that was appropriate to pay the 20 k domestic air mail rate to
Moscow—2600 miles west of Irkutsk, 20 k registry fee and 40 k international air
mail from Moscow to Berlin with surface transport beyond Berlin. The transit time
of less than three weeks suggests that air service was given.
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Figure 6 Prewar air mail coversfromthe USto USSR are not as common as might
be expected given the very large populations of the two nations. This probably
reflects a paucity of social, religious and commercial intercourse between the
countries when compared to other European nations. This cover was sent from
New Hampshire in July 1939 via Atlantic Clipper to an addressee with a non-

All of these affinity factors
may be accounted for in the
model by assigning positiveand
negativeweightingasM num-
bers. Admittedly, this is a
highly subjective exercise, but
one that appears necessary if
themaodel hasany hope of giv-
ing an accurate accounting of
human behavior. For example,
if we consider once again the
case of bilateral mail flows
from Kenya, evidence sug-
gests that about ten times as
much mail was sent from
Kenyato Great Britain as the
second most popular destina-
tion. Based on the model cal-
culated for only weighted popu-
lation (Y]) and Trade Cost (Tij),
mail volume to the UK would

Russian surname at the Hotel Astoriain Leningrad.

USSR as an aly against Hitler, that the image of the
country was refurbished and given a new acceptance
by the press and the public.

International air mail connectionswith the USSR were
pioneered in 1926 by the Germans with flights from
Berlin to Moscow. This connection remained the pri-
mary air mail link with Western nations well into the
1930s, For example, mail addressed to the United States
could only be carried by air from Moscow to Berlin
with onward service by train and steamer as late as
1939. Evidence in the form of surviving coversfrom
the pre-war eraappearsto suggest that the overwhelm-
ing majority of Russians choseto opt for train service
to carry their international mail to Western Europe and
thereby avoid the air mail surcharges.®

Coupled with the decidedly unfriendly political rela-
tions between the Western nations and the USSR in
the pre-war era, this lack of popular support for air
over train transport managed to limit air mail flowsto
level s bel ow what might be expected given the size of
the country. Examples of surviving air mail from Rus-
siato Germany and other nations of Western Europe
are fairly common, but air accelerated mail to places
beyond Western Europe from the pre-war era appears
to be scarce.

have a relative value of 58, a
figure considerably less than
thevaluefor the USof 75 duetoitsmuch larger popu-
lation. If these were only two countries that had no
particular differences in their relationship to Kenya,
then we should conclude that the predictive value of
the model is probably accurate. But we know that is
far from the case since a large share of the residents
of Kenyain the 1930sresponsible from generating in-
ternational air mail were immigrants from the United
Kingdom. In order to account for this obvious differ-
encein affinities, we must add anumerical adjustment
as an M value sufficiently large to account for the
UK’sspecial roleasthe“mother country.” Inthiscase,
the author elected to add a value of 100 and to use the
samevaluefor similar situationswherea” mother coun-
try” augmentation appears necessary. It could be ar-
gued that the value might have been larger or smaller,
but the model isnot intended to be an accurate predic-
tor of absolute air mail flows; merely to show the
relative size of bilateral flows.

Three National Examples

The model has been applied to estimate bilateral pre-
war air mail flowsfor three different nations: the United
States, Australiaand Kenya. These nations were cho-
sen in an effort to present examples from different
continents and as a result of the author’s collecting
interestsand familiarity with the pre World War 11 his-

15
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tory including international relations and population
composition of the countries. In each case the model
has been applied in theform
Xji= K Yj/Tij + M [3]

where Xji is the predicted magnitude of air mail sent
from nation j to the country of interest, Yj isthe 1930
population of nation j weighted by 1935 per capitaGDP,
Tij isthe airline distance in miles between the capital
or largest city in both nationsand M isaaffinity vari-
ablethat may be positive, hegative or zero depending
upon characteristics of the various bilateral relation-
ships that might impact the flow of mail. The K con-
stant multiplier has been set equal to one throughout.

Although the model isformulated to calculate only in-
coming mail, the assumption is that outgoing mail to
each nation would be proportional. Sincetheintentis
to estimate rel ative rather than absolute volume of in-
ternational air mail flows, this assumption should not
affect the outcomes.

THE UNITED STATES

Map 2 depicts the estimated volume of pre-war bilat-
eral air mail flows between the United States and 108
countriesand coloniesdivided into five roughly equal
groups ranging from highest volumes to lowest vol-

! PAR mui |

r_$m SPARKS-VITHINGDON COMPANY,
%t

{ \

Jackson,
Mich., TWS.A.
2
4

Figure 7 An air acclerated cover from Madagascar to the
USin 1935. Air service via Imperial Airwaysto Brindisi,
Italy;air to France via Air france and steamer to USA.
Franked at 4F50c—the published rate plus air surtax, it
appears that an additional tax was indicated. The model
predicts that air mail between the US and Madagascar
during the pre-war era should be quite scarce. Picirilli
(2011) lists only 17 covers from Madagascar to the US
with dates from 1936 through 1941.

umes. Table 1 presentsthe sameinformation arranged
in descending rank order according to quintile. The
pattern of high volume bilateral flows is about what
one would expect with Latin American and Western
European nations dominant. China, India, and South
Africacombinewith smaller nationsof LatinAmerica,
Western and Central European to fill out the second
highest quintile.

kev: [ 1st quintite [ 2na [ 3ra [an [ stn [ unratea Ly}

United States

Map 2 Theoretical bilateral air mail flows to/from USA divided into quintiles. The higher the quintile, the greater the
calculated flow of air mail and the more common the covers to and from that nation. Please consult the color coded
version of this map available on the cover of thisissue and in the digital edition.
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Table 1 Theoretical bilateral air mail flows to/from USA with other countries in descending rank order

Highest Qunitile

Second Quintile

Third Quintile

Fourth Quintile

Lowest Quintile

CANADA PHILIPPINE ISLANDS ROMANIA KOREA (CHOSEN) ESTONIA
GREAT BRITAIN NEW ZEALAND YUGOSLAVIA SUDAN IRAQ
GERMANY GUATEMALA CEYLON BULGARIA ANGOLA
FRANCE HAITI MALAY STATES ALGERIA TUNISIA
ITALY PALESTINE LIBERIA GOLD COAST SAUDI ARABIA
MEXICO CZECHOSLOVAKIA TURKEY MOROCCO ETHIOPIA
SPAIN AUSTRIA NIGERIA FRENCH INDO CHINA MOZAMBIQUE
BRAZIL EL SALVADOR HONG KONG BELGIAN CONGO NEPAL
ARGENTINA ECUADOR STRAIT SETTLEMENTS UGANDA MADAGASCAR
COLOMBIA SWEDEN KENYA TANGANYIKA FRENCH SUDAN
IRELAND PERU BRITISH GUINANA SIERRA LEONE IVORY COAST
AUSTRALIA HONDURAS EGYPT LITHUANIA YEMEN
NETHERLANDS NICARAGUA MONACO NORTHERN RHODESIA FRENCH EQUATORIAL
BELGIUM COSTA RICA USSR SOUTHERN RHODESIA AFRICA
NEWFOUNDLAND PARAGUAY GREECE SOUTH WEST AFRICA LUXEMBOURG
VENEZUELA CHINA NORWAY AFGHANISTAN ALBANIA
PANAMA INDIA PORTUGAL LATVIA LIBYA
CUBA UNION OF SOUTH PERSIA FIJI ISLANDS ICELAND
POLAND AFRICA JAPAN ZANZIBAR ERITREA
SWITZERLAND BOLIVIA DUTCH EAST INDIES ADEN FRENCH GUIANA
CHILE DENMARK FINLAND SIAM GREENLAND
HUNGARY SURINAM SYRIA
URUGUAY FRENCH WEST AFRICA
The lowest volume air
mail flowsto and fromthe Country P GomntiyA SOPPRICARE e gage Aty M
United States are pre- ) ousand sy 145 (=49 oume
dictedfor Africancolonies | cansoa 952 0.441 337 721 3 8 87
GREAT ERITAIN 47 40 3063 5143 B16 3 G456
and afew smgller non- GERMANY 6257 4415 356 504 504
Engllsh speaklng coun- FRANCE 4074 4.447 4192 42 42
tn%and COI onI% | nAS a ITALY 4058 4852 2894 243 243
. MEXICO 15580 1683 1574 145 g 225
The dma underlyl ng mp SRAIN zZA3 4 192 2566 135 135
3issummarized in table BRAZIL 3735 5285 1442 81 5 131
. ARGEMTINA 10 621 i | 124
A'l’ whi Ch may be_foqnd cofgmm ?g ;g T?? 46 2 zs
in Appendix A beginning | reaw 297 3672 2072 26 2 5 94
on page 81 Of the dl gltal AUSTRALIA 626 92% 4554 31 1 L) a1
o . NETHERLANDS 753 4121 4566 91 a1
edition of thisissue. A | geaum 787 4154 4681 89 89
sample of table A-1 is NEWFOUNDLAND 026 1.752 337 05 3 5 85
VENEZUELA 303 2.498 2831 34 5 84
shown here for conve- | o i e 5 = . o
nience in figure 8. CUBA 358 1206 1106 32 5 82
POLAND 2950 4652 153 104 2 81
i SWITZERLAND 396 4417 596 53 2 73
Plates 1 and 2 display a
selection of prewar air | 1 s ot . -
. PHILIFPINE ISLANDS 11.44 8139 1348 19 5 69
mail covers sent to and | ewzenmo 134 8169 4707 07 i 5 67
from the United States | cuatemaa 200 1851 1358 14 5 64
. H HAITI 250 1.844 1 14 5 6.4
?nd Co_unt” e md_ colonies PALESTINE 085 6203 2 03 1 5 63
inAfricaand Asia CZECHOSLOVAKIA 1436 4562 2552 81 2 61
AUSTRIA 654 4701 2633 39 2 59
EL SALVADOR 166 1943 092 08 5 58
ECUADCR 200 2463 1 07 5 57
SWEDEN 607 4287 3901 57 57
PERU 555 3775 174 26 3 56
HONDURAS 077 1913 1872 08 5 56
NIGARAGUA 065 205 1,456 05 5 55
COSTA RICA 052 2206 166 04 bl 54

Figure 8 A portion of table 1 that presents the statistical data upon which the

theoretical air mail flows were calculated. The complete table is published in Appendix
Ain the digital version of this issue beginning on page 81.

17



18 WholeNumber 246

Tofllh.
2

BY ARTS L2 mﬁma. .

S Par fu

Hrs.)bau A | C‘_,bsl-.n;#
’]V“l,.ug-rﬂn 31“":!—"_

Winehe stev
"dgs.pglu \rt_!ﬂj

Eruty- Uik

Olaott, Paul & Havens, ' N,
40 Wpll Strest, e e
ew York City,

LoRen CARLIEN
Sl 5.5, CAPE fiAT
AMERTeAn Hie £.

¥ \ I
Senvies -_;95-9-». 4
u®*® \ :

U, 54

Plate 1 Pre-WWWII air mail and air accelerated mail from selected countries and coloniesin Africa and Asia to the
United States. Clockwise from upper right: Liberia, Belgian Congo, Syria (Lebanon), Ceylon, Hong Kong, Sam
(Thailand), French Indo China (Miet Nam), Gold Coast (Ghana) and Sudan.
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Map 3 Theoretical bilateral air mail flows to/from Australia divided into quintiles. The higher the quintile, the
greater the calculated flow of air mail and the more common the covers to and from that nation. Please consult the

color coded version of this map in the digital edition.
AUSTRALIA

Map 3 displays the predicted volumes of bilateral air
mail flows between Australia and 108 countries di-
vided into quintiles. There are some interesting simi-
larities and differences between this and the US pat-
tern shown in map 2. Since both the US and Australia
havelargely English-speaking populationsit would be
logical to expect both to have high mail volumeswith

separating Sydney from London, and that meant stay-
ing intouch through the mails.

Britain’sImperial Airwayshad linked withAustralia's
Qantasin 1934 to offer air mail service over theentire
distance separating the two populations and the Em-
pireAir Mail Scheme, introduced August 1, 1938, made
it possible to stay in touch by air mail with the folks
across the seas for the same price as a letter carried

other English-speaking na-
tions and colonies and the
maps confirm that expecta-
tion. Unlikethe Americansin
the 1930s however, Austra-
lians saw themselvesasanin-
tegral part of the British Com-
monwealth and most regarded
the United Kingdom as the
mother country. Thekingwas
till legally theAustralian head
of stateand, moreimportantly,
most Australian families till
maintained close ties with
family and friendsin England,
Scotland, Wales and Ireland.
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Figure 9 The overwhelming majority of non-Aboriginal Australians were of British
heritage, but Germans and other western and southern Europeans comprised
sizeable minoritiesin pre-\WWWII Australia.
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Table 2 Theoretical bilateral air mail flows to/from Australia with other countries in descending rank order

Highest Quintile Second Quintile Third Quintile Fourth Quintile Lowest Quintile
GREAT BRITAIN NORTHERN RHODESIA GOLD COAST VENEZUELA ECUADOR
UNITED STATES SOUTHERN RHODESIA SIERRA LEONE PORTUGAL TUNISIA
NEW ZEALAND FIJI ISLANDS BRITISH GUINANA BULGARIA FRENCH EQUATORIAL
INDIA SOUTH WEST AFRICA PHILIPPINE ISLANDS FRENCH WEST AFRICA AFRICA
UNION OF SOUTH BELGIUM IRAQ URUGUAY EL SALVADOR
AFRICA ARGENTINA MEXICO KOREA (CHOSEN) IVORY COAST
GERMANY SWITZERLAND ZANZIBAR BOLIVIA PARAGUAY
STRAIT SETTLEMENTS SPAIN MONACO ALGERIA FRENCH SUDAN
FRANCE NEWFOUNDLAND ADEN MOZAMBIQUE HONDURAS
DUTCH EAST INDIES BRAZIL FRENCH INDO CHINA LITHUANIA NICARAGUA
CANADA HUNGARY ROMANIA SYRIA PANAMA
MALAY STATES AUSTRIA TURKEY MADAGASCAR COSTA RICA
IRELAND POLAND PERSIA MOROCCO LUXEMBOURG
ITALY DENMARK USSR AFGHANISTAN ALBANIA
HONG KONG SIAM CHILE LATVIA LIBYA
KENYA CZECHOSLOVAKIA COLOMBIA ANGOLA ICELAND
PALESTINE GREECE PERU CUBA SURINAM
NIGERIA SWEDEN LIBERIA NEPAL ERITREA
EGYPT ANGLO-EGYPTIAN BELGIAN CONGO ETHIOPIA FRENCH GUIANA
CEYLON SUDAN NORWAY SAUDI ARABIA GREENLAND
NETHERLANDS YUGOSLAVIA JAPAN ESTONIA

CHINA FINLAND GUATEMALA
UGANDA HAITI
TANGANYIKA YEMEN

by steamer. Unfortunately, the “ All-Up” scheme, as
it was affectionately known, was one of the early
casualties of World War 11. In September 1939 air
mail rates reverted to pre-1938 levels.

Another similarity inthebilateral air mail volume pat-
terns of the US and Australiais the strong relation-
ship with non-English speaking Western European
nations. France, Germany, Holland and Italy al rank
highinair mail exchange flowswith both theUSand
Australia. Thisreflects not only the advanced com-
mercial economies of those nations, but al so the fact

quintilesof air mail exchangeswith the United States.
This no doubt relates to the special relationship pro-
claimed by the Monroe Doctrineand the attendant early
development of anair mail network linking theUSwith
Latin Americadiscussed earlier.

On the other hand, Australia shows a pattern of bilat-
eral relationships in Asia and Africa that reflects its
position in the British Commonwealth. Colonieswith
substantial numbers of British settlers, soldiers and
bureaucrats such as Malaya, India, Kenya, Rhodesia
and South Africaall rank in the highest quintile of air

that migrants from each — ——

ni AIR I_l_lll-

made up significant minori-
tiesof boththe USand Aus-
tralian populations. Virtually
all nations of Western Eu-
rope ranked within the top
two quintilesof mail flowsto
and from the US and Aus-

PAR AVION

tralia 5
'—j- i u(‘,‘l _'ﬂ s
Important differencesin the 6, Soutl 18y ut
_Jd."‘.i "‘1 lf: 1an
flow patterns of the two Victoria, Aus

countries occur in the case
of LatinAmericawhereonly
two nations—Brazil and Ar-
gentina—rank above aver-
age in air mail flows with -

Austrdia, but virtually all of
the Latin American states

are listed in the top two @andmany had friends and

Figure 10 Southern Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) had a white population of less
than 75 thousand in the pre-war period, but most of these were of British ancestry

family in Australia
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Plate 3 A selection of pre-WWII air mail and air accelerated coversto and from Australia and other nations and
colonies presents an attractive display and a challenge to understanding the various bilateral air mail rates and
surcharges they represent.



mail exchange with Australia.
Only giant India among those
listed ranksabove averagein US
air mail exchanges, and that is
probably attributableto pre-war
missionary activity in the sub-
continent as much as anything
else.

Table A-2 in Appendix A
present a summary of the data
used to compile map 3.

KENYA

Map 4 illustrates the pattern of
bilateral air mail flows between
Kenya and 108 countries and
colonies. Table 3 presents the
same information. In the 1930s
there were over 20,000 British
colonistsaswell aslesser num-
bers of other Western Europe-
anslivingin Kenya sHighlands.

As was the case with Australia, there was a keen de-
sire on the part of the coloniststo keep closetieswith
the folks back homein the United Kingdom. Imperial

Summer 2011
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Figure 11 Indians filled an important niche in Kenya's pre-\WWM | population.
Originally brought into the colony during the early 20th century to assist with
rail construction and infrastructure devel opment, many families remained in
Kenya and became the shopkeepers and professionals that made up the colony’s
urban middle class. Because of their presence, India ranks second only to Great
Britain in terms of bilateral air mail flows.

to assist the process of keeping in touch, and in July
1937 postal patronsin Kenya benefited from the first
phaseroll-out of Imperial’sAll-Up scheme.

Airways pioneered an air mail routeto Kenyain 1931

Vi

Map 4 Theoretical bilateral air mail flows to/from Kenya divided into quintiles. The higher the quintile, the greater
the calculated flow of air mail and the more common the covers to and from that nation. Please consult the color
coded version of this map in the digital edition.
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Plate 4 A selection of pre-WWII air mail and air accelerated coversto and from Kenya and other nations and

colonies.

The pattern of high volume bilateral flowslooksfairly
similar to that predicted for Australia. English-speak-
ing countries and colonies such as Canada, Australia,
the UK and the United Statesall rank high asbilateral
mail partners with Kenya as do the Western Euro-
pean nations. A point of emphasis must be made here.
While the United States appears as a very high vol-
ume air mail partner from Kenya's perspective—sec-
ond only to Great Britain as a source and destination
of international air mail—compare Kenya's ranking
on map 2 that shows bilateral air mail flow volumes

from a US perspective. The apparent contradiction is
explained by the fact the overal volume of air mail
flowing into and out of the United States vastly ex-
ceeded that of Kenya. So, even though we assume
here that the number of pieces of air mail flowing be-
tween Kenya and the US is approximately the same,
the numbers amount to a substantial contribution to
the tota bilateral flow of Kenya's air mail, but only
enoughinthe UStotal to rank Kenyaasamiddlerange
contributor. In addition, given the varying worldwide
collector demands for pre-war international air mail,
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Table 3 Theoretical bilateral air mail flows to/from Kenya with other countries in descending rank order

Highest Quintile 2nd Quintile 3rd Quintile 4th Quintile Lowest Quintile
GREAT BRITAIN BRAZIL GOLD COAST BRITISH GUINANA NEPAL
INDIA NIGERIA MALAY STATES SYRIA IVORY COAST
UNITED STATES PALESTINE ETHIOPIA FIJI ISLANDS CUBA
UNION OF SOUTH SPAIN DENMARK ALGERIA FRENCH SUDAN
AFRICA NEW ZEALAND SIERRA LEONE SIAM HAITI
GERMANY STRAIT SETTLEMENTS YUGOSLAVIA SAUDI ARABIA GUATEMALA
FRANCE ROMANIA ADEN CHINA ECUADOR
ITALY POLAND KOREA (CHOSEN) COLOMBIA LUXEMBOURG
UGANDA HONG KONG MEXICO LIBERIA ALBANIA
TANGANYIKA TURKEY PHILIPPINE ISLANDS YEMEN LIBYA
IRELAND SOUTH WEST AFRICA DUTCH EAST INDIES MOROCCO PARAGUAY
ANGLO-EGYPTIAN BELGIAN CONGO BULGARIA IRAQ EL SALVADOR
SUDAN CEYLON FRENCH INDO CHINA CHILE HONDURAS
EGYPT ARGENTINA MADAGASCAR LITHUANIA ERITREA
ZANZIBAR HUNGARY PORTUGAL VENEZUELA PANAMA
SWITZERLAND CZECHOSLOVAKIA ANGOLA PERU NICARAGUA
CANADA SWEDEN NORWAY FRENCH EQUATORIAL COSTA RICA
NORTHERN RHODESIA PERSIA FRENCH WEST AFRICA AFRICA ICELAND
SOUTHERN RHODESIA GREECE FINLAND LATVIA SURINAM
BELGIUM USSR AFGHANISTAN URUGUAY MONACO
NETHERLANDS NEWFOUNDLAND MOZAMBIQUE ESTONIA FRENCH GUIANA
AUSTRALIA AUSTRIA JAPAN BOLIVIA GREENLAND

TUNISIA

the author has found that it is much easier today to
locate examples of air mail addressed to the US from
Kenyathanitistofind USair mail addressed to Kenya
It seemsunlikely that thissituation will long continue
asmoreand moreair mail collectors begin to broaden
their perspectives.

Table A-3 in Appendix A presents a summary of the
data used to compile map 4.(See page 81 digital ed.)

Inbound versus Outbound

Before concluding, | would liketo raise one additional
topic related to the matter of scarcity. Earlier in this
article | stated that the flow of air mail between two
countries was beleved to be proportional. | believe
that to be true. For example, we would expect the
amount of air mail posted from the US to Brazil to be
approximately the same as the amount of air mailed
from Brazil to the US. And yet, my experience with
the market suggests that air mail covers inbound to
the US from another nation are usually more com-
monly found than air mail outbound to that same na-
tion. Thisdoes not mean that there was awide dispar-
ity in the volume of theflows; simply that the survival
of examplesto the US has been greater withinthe US
market. That certainly makes sense, but, as we are
now just beginning to see the devel opment of aworld-
wide market for 20th century air mail postal history, |
would expect to see an increasing number of covers
from the US outbound to foreign addesses coming
home by way of internet auctions such as eBay and
overseas dealers who become aware of the demand
for such material.

Much work needs to be done before we can assign a
significant degree of confidence to the scarcity pre-
dictionsgenerated by the gravity model. On thewhole
they appear to have merit, but the author would be
most grateful for the comments of interested readers.
Please email me at rwhelbock@la-posta.com if you
have comments, suggestionsor criticisms.
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ENDNOTES:
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datasets/hi storical -gdp-per-capita-1990-inter/versions/1

2 Wilcsek, Bob, “One-Ocean Mail” in Airpost Journal, Vol. 81,
No.11 (Nov 2010), pp. 450-460.

3 Bill Clark of Scotland in private e-mail correspondence of De-
cember 7, 2010.

4 Alaska, Hawaii, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoaand
Puerto Rico were considered integral parts of the United States
from a postal standpoint in that they had U.S. post offices and
used U.S. postage.

5 Based on a survey of several hundred 1930-1941 cards and
coversoffered for sale on Ebay in December 2010 and through Jim
Forte's extensive listing of worldwide postal history at http://
www.postal history.com/index.htm

Appendix A is available only in the digital edition
beginning on page 81.
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The Postmasters General of the United States

L. James A. Farley, 1933-1940
by Daniel Y. Meschter

Probably James A. Farley is more familiar to stamp
collectors than any other postmaster general due to
his connection with the Franklin Roosevelt adminis-
tration and especially for hisflood of popular issues.

However, that familiarity was not easily
won. The grandson of Irish Catholic im-
migrants, he well knew the virulent anti-
Irish and anti-Catholic prejudices that
raged especially in eastern citiesuntil well
into the 20th century. Through strength
of personality and adeeply ingrained un-
derstanding of the world around him, he
overcame these obstacles to a career in
both poalitics and business until he was
equally at ease in corporate board room
as in the smoke-filled backrooms where 3
the kingmakers wove the fabric of
America's political future. In avery real
sense, Farley’s appointment as Postmas-
ter General was one of hislesser triumphs.

James Aloysius Farley was born on May 30, 1888 in
Grassy Point, New York, one of five sonsborn to James
and Ellen Farley. Grassy Point was a hamlet on the
west shore of the Hudson River thirty-five milesnorth
of New York City. Its soleindustry was brick making,
using glacia clays in the banks of the river. James
Farley, Sr. was a part owner of both brickyards and a
small fleet of schoonersused to haul bricksto building
contractorsin the city. He died as the result of an ac-
cident when his son, James, was only nine. In any
event, the Farley family was not poor.

James went to work in abrickyard at twelve and then
in hismother’s grocery store and saloon when he was
old enough. He thus began his business career as a
clerk in the one and bartender in the other. Mean-
while, he attended local schools and graduated from
Stony Point High School at seventeen. He enrolled
that fall in the bookkeeping curriculum at the Packard
Commercia School inNew York City. Completing that
program in 1906, he found employment with the Uni-
versal Gypsum Company. In 1926 he founded James
A. Farley & Co. which he merged with several small
companiesin 1929 to form the General Builders Sup-
ply Corporation of which hewas president until 1933.

JamesA.

Politics, however, was his passion that business could
not displace. Leaving hisposition with Universal Gyp-
sum, he returned to Stony Point, a few miles west of
Grassy Point. His election astown clerk in 1912 was
followed by appointment as Chairman of the Rockland
County Democratic Committee (1918) and election to
theNew York StateAssembly (1922-23). He supported
s Alfred E. Smith for governor in 1922 and
assured hiselection by cultivating thelong
neglected upstate rural Democrats. Smith
reciprocated by appointing him Chairman
of the New York State Athletic Commis-
sion. It was in this office that Farley ob-
tained national notoriety for insisting Jack
Dempsey fight Harry Willisfor the heavy
weight championship. Williswas far and
away themost highly qualified challenger,
but Dempsey refused to fight him because
Williswasblack. Farley did manageto ban
| Dempsey from fighting Gene Tunney in
New York. However, this public stand
proved an invaluable asset for the Demo-
cratic Party and laid the foundation for the
Negro bloc for Roosevelt’s New Deal to come.

Taken together with Farley’s ability to deliver thein-
creasingly important “Irish” voteand hisinfluencewith
rural or “farm” voters, hewasrecognized asthe Party’s
power broker who would lead the Party to its ultimate
victory. Tall, portly, he was an imposing figure with
boundless energy

Farley

In 1930, Herbert Hoover was President following his
decisivevictory over Alfred E. Smithin the 1928 elec-
tion. Smith became President of the Empire State
Corporation, but wondered if aCatholic could ever be
elected president.

Walter F. Brown was Postmaster General busily reor-
ganizingtheair mail system. JamesA. Farley waspresi-
dent of the General Builders Supply Corporation and
was promoted from Secretary to Chairman of the New
York State Central Democratic Committee. At the
same time he was shifting his support from Al Smith
to New York Governor Franklin D. Roosevelt follow-
ing the Democrats taking control of the House and
near equal representation in the Senate in the 1930
election when he added the chairmanship of the Na-
tional Democratic Central Committeeto hislist of in-
fluential posts.
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It would be hard to understate Farley’s personal tri-
umph in the 1932 election for which after years of
activity he was able to deliver the black vote outside
of the Deep South and the Irish, farm, and labor blocs
to the ticket headed by Franklin Roosevelt with 57%
of the vote that was exceeded only by his incredible
61%inhisfirst reelectionin 1936, together with over-
whelming magjoritiesin Congressduring hisentirepresi-
dency. Farley’s reward was appointment as Postmas-
ter General, the least of the cabinet posts when Com-
merce or Labor or even Agriculture would have been
much more suited to his abilities. The Post Office
Department by thistime was so rigidly organized the
postmaster general waslittle morethan afigure head.

Farley took office as Postmaster General on March 4,
1933 andisnoted chiefly for hispostage stamp policy;
the Senate's air mail hearings; bringing first, second,
and third class postmasters under civil service; and his
continuous campaigning.

Farley, of course, was aware of the increasing de-
mand from collectorsfor new issuesin mint or unused
condition being put out by the Post Office Department.
The advantage to the Post Office was that a large
part of the revenue from these stamps was pure profit
since many would wind up in stamp albumsand never
be used to pay for postage.

In seven and a half years in office Farley supervised
the issuance of more than 200 postage stampsinclud-
ing the colorful and always popular National Parks set
and the omnibus Presidentials of 1938 depicting the
first 29 presidents from Washington to Coolidge. Of-
ten referred to as “the Prexies,” the collection of cov-
ers franked with a single stamp paying the correct
postage and fees for the usage has become a popul ar
and often difficult objective.

Shortly after taking office he began visiting the Bu-
reau of Engraving and Printing where he was given,
or maybe purchased, panes of a number of new is-
sues asthey came off the presses without gum or per-
foration. Farley presented some of them to the Presi-
dent who was a serious stamp collector himself and to
other government officials as souvenirs.

However, as soon asthe public became aware of these
varieties, collectorsrecognized them ascollectable on
their own merits and demanded opportunity to pur-
chase examples for their own collections. Roosevelt
and Farley had to agree. Farley prepared issues of
twenty different stamps in this format, including the
National Parks, inimperforate paneswithout gum (ex-

cept for the Newburgh and Byrd issues). Formally
known as the Farley Specia Issues, they are often
referred to as “Farley’s Follies.”

The most important crisis during Farley’s tenure was
the air mail scandal, although it was less of a scandal
and more of apolitical schemeto discredit the Hoover
administration than to remedy defectsin the manage-
ment of air mail contracts. Under the Air Mail Act of
1930 Postmaster General Walter F. Brown had virtu-
aly unlimited authority to modify even existing con-
tracts and to issue contracts at his own discretion?. In
fact, he rearranged the long distance routes and
awarded their contracts to the three largest and best
financed airline companies: United Aircraft and Trans-
portation Corporation, Transcontinental and Western
(TWA), and American Airways, which he viewed as
stimulating the aviation industry. It was not until Sep-
tember 1933 that the Senate Committee on Ocean Mail
and Air Mail took notice of complaintsfiled by some
of the smaller airline companies who said they were
being unfairly frozen out of the air mail contracting
business.

The Committee’s chairman, Senator Hugo Black of
Alabama, aloyal New Deal activist, smelled scandal
he could use to blame the Republicans of improper
and unethical management. He shortly announced he
had found evidence of fraud and collusion between
the Hoover administration and the airline companies
and established a Specia Senate Committeeto inves-
tigatethe matter at hearingsheld in January 1934. The
obvious partisan politicsinvolved in aninvestigation by
a democratically controlled committee into what its
chairman had aready branded a Republican scandal
raised questions asto its objectivity and ethics.

Walter Brown willingly appeared before the commit-
tee doubtless because it gave him a forum to defend
his methods and the benefits of his policies. He could
point out the increased efficiencies made possible by
his choices of mgjor airlinesto fly the longer distance
routes and how they had reduced the costs of trans-
porting mail by air by haf from $1.10 to $0.54 per
mile.

Meanwhile, on January 9th two postal clerkstestified
that acting on the postmaster’s orders, Brown's sec-
retary had burned official and personal filesat theend
of the Hoover administration®. However, ten dayslater
Brown informed Farley that the files reported burned
had been found and personally delivered them to
Farley®. The end of the affair came when Farley ad-
mitted under oath he authorized payment out of Demo-
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cratic National Committee funds of $25 amonth each
to the two postal clerks who testified that Brown had
“burned” thesefiles to “supplement” their salaries’.

It appeared to the President by the first week of Feb-
ruary that Black’s committee had accomplished very
littleand that the situation justified positive, even dras-
tic action if necessary. The essence of Roosevelt's
solution to what he now considered afailure to serve
the publicinterest wasto substitute the Army Air Corps
for the airline carriers.

At a cabinet meeting on February 9th, Secretary of
War George Dern, without bothering to consult either
Army Chief of Staff Douglas McArthur or Chief of
theAir Corps Benjamin Foulois, assured Roosevelt that
the Army could deliver the mail aswell asthe airline
contractors. He was wrong!

The President solved the problem of the existing air
mail contracts by ordering Postmaster General Farley
to annul all outstanding air mail contracts and signed
Executive Order 6591 that afternoon directing the
Army to fly the mail under the direction of the post-
master general, effective February 19th.

Dern's confidence in the Army Air Corps was badly
misplaced. The inaugural flights were limited to one
from Kansas City to St. Louis. Therest were grounded
by blizzard conditions.

The planes the Army assigned unfortunately were
mostly obsolete, open cockpit fighterstechnologically
years behind the up-to-date craft operated by the pri-
vate contractors. Worse, the Army held back its ex-
perienced pilots and assigned mostly inexperienced
pilots from the Army Reserve Corps to the mail ser-
vice. These pilots had little or training in either cross
country flying or the use of such instruments as the
Army might have equipped their planes. Two pilots
werekilled on February 22nd in crashesin Texas and
Ohio and four more on March 8th and 9th for atotal
of ten before Roosevelt suspended operatiions on
March 11th for safety considerations.

In theinterim beforethe Army resumed operationson
March 19th, its pilots were given crash coursesin in-
strument flying and safety, but it was now obviousthat
the Army’saircraft and the training and experience of
itspilotswerevastly inferior to the planes now coming
off production lines and the ability of commercial pi-
lots experienced in flying mail routes. Transition back
to commercial airlines began with temporary contracts
effective May 8th with the last Army flight on June 6,
1934, completing 78 daysof Army Air Corpsmail op-
erations.

Meanwhile, Senator Black and his staff drafted a bill
designed to punish the air line companies and their of -
ficers who had benefited from Brown's administra-
tion of theAirmail Act of 1930 by excluding them from
any future airmail contracts. The bill sailed through
Congress’.

The air line companies evaded their penalties simply
by changing their names as, for example, American
Airways to American Air Lines and United Aircraft
and Transportation Corporation to United Air Lines,
Inc. The Act also separated air line companies from
airplane manufacturers. The Act limited the jurisdic-
tion of the Post Office to awarding route contracts
and, of course, managing mail shipments. Theinitial
contracts were limited to one year and the maximum
compensation for carrying air mail was set at a frac-
tion of the rates in the 1930 Act so as to assure no
carrier could make profit carrying mail. The intent of
the Act here was to minimize the jurisdiction the Post
Office had once exercised over commercia aviation.

Theair line companieswhose contracts had been can-
celed by Farley’s order at once brought law suitsin
local courtshaving jurisdictionintheir districts. These
generally were brought individually’. One case even
got so far asto be refused a hearing on appeal by the
U.S. Supreme Court. The courtsdismissed al on vari-
ous grounds including Farley’s authority as a Federal
agent to act.

Finally, six former contractors headed by United Air
Linesand Boeingfiled suitinthe U.S. Court of Claims
asking for $3,365,000 damages. In the mish-mash of
litigation pending, it isnot completely certain whether
thisis the case the Court of Claims ruled on in 1941
upholding the President’s authority to cancel thoseair
mail contracts. Moreto the point, it found no evidence
of fraud or collusion in Brown's awarding those con-
tracts under the Air Mail Act of 1930.

Not the least of Farley’s accomplishments was draft-
ing an executive order for Roosevelt’ssignaturein July
1936 that brought all 13,730 first, second, and third
class postmasters under the Civil Service merit sys-
tem, thus joining the 35,000 fourth class postmasters
President Taft covered in October 19128,

Farley’s duties as postmaster general probably were
far from demanding because at the same time he al'so
was Chairman of the New York State Democratic
Central Committee and of the National Democratic
Central Committee. Above all else he was a party
activist who never stopped campaigning.
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According to a correspondent for Time magazine in
the spring of 1940 approaching the end of Roosevelt's
second termin officeand apresidential election sched-
uled for that fall, the top-bracket Democrat to suc-
ceed Roosevelt was John Nance Garner, Roosevelt's
vice president, whom the Time correspondent decided
wasn’'t going to receive any presidential blessing “until
the last dragged-out moment before the 1940 Con-
vention”®. But Garner had no illusions. He retired to
his Texas ranch where he outlived Roosevelt by more
than twenty years.

The second Demacrat to realize that no presidential
blessing was going to come hisway either was James
A. Farley, Postmaster General and whom Time called
the “Politician Plenipotentiary to the New Deal.” It
asserted “Big Jim Farley” knew 10,000, maybe 20,000,
people all across the United States by first name and
that hetraveled 75,000 miles ayear “ seeing and hear-
ing more people, reading and writing more personal
letters than any man in the U.S.”

Onetrip late in Roosevelt’s first term was to the mid
west and the * solid south” and another in 1938 wasto
Cdlifornia, Alaska, and the western states. In hisfinal
trip described in Timein the spring of 1940 hetraveled
3,500 milesthrough twelve mid western and southern
states, visited 57 towns and cities, gave 35 formal ad-
dresses, and attended ten state conventions of the
National Association of Post-masters, al in twelve
days'. The purpose of al of his travels was to con-
firm Roosevelt’s popularity and certainty of re-elec-
tion.

Theoverwhelming political issuein the spring of 1940
was. “Who will succeed Roosevelt,” assuming he
would recognize thetradition of presidentslimiting their
tenure to two terms in honor of George Washington
retiring after two terms.

On July 7th, en route to Chicago to prepare for the
1940 Democratic National Convention, Farley stopped
at Hyde Park for a confidential tete-a-tete with
Roosevelt. The Times guessed they discussed
Roosevelt’s decision to run for athird term, but nei-
ther would this have been asurpriseto Farley in view
of his intimate knowledge of party “secrets’ nor
Roosevelt’s most important directive affecting Farley
personally*. It was announced | ater that afternoon that
Farley would not accept re-election as Chairman of
the Democratic National Committee, that he would
not run the 1940 presidential campaign, and would quit
the Cabinet after the convention. In other words,
Roosevelt read him out of the Party or was so secure

in his dominance of the political process he could af -
fordtoignorethethreat someone as powerful asFarley
aslong ashewastill in the Party. Thereal threat was
that Farley was planning to run for president himself.
It was said that Farley quit the party in protest of
Roosevelt’srunning for athird term.

Things didn’'t happen quite as fast as these reports
suggest. Farley discussed hiswithdrawal as Chairman
of the National Committee at the Chicago Conven-
tion, agreeing to continue as Chairman until August
15th. It was not until August 9th that he gave notice of
his intent to resign as Postmaster General effective
August 31, thus severing his final tie to the New
Deal®2,

Meanwhile he said he was preparing to re-enter the
business world. He mentioned that he was a member
of a syndicate negotiating to buy the New York Yan-
kees baseball teem of which he would become the
head when the deal was completed®. Then, on Au-
gust 11th he announced his appointment as Chairman
of the Coca-Cola Export Corporation'. Finally, he
somehow re-established his old association with the
General Builders Supply Corporation of which helater
accepted re-election as its president in 1949.

For the next twenty years Farley both assumed the
role of a wealthy businessman and aspired to public
office. His name was put in nomination for President
at the 1940 Democratic Contention. His later aspira-
tions were blocked by the succession of Truman and
then Eisenhower. He supported conservative candi-
dates for state offices without much success. Finally
he ran for governor in 1958 and 1962 only to find that
time had passed him by.

Farley alwayswas apersonally popular, well-met fel-
low. He belonged to many social and charitable orga-
nizations and received numerous honorary degrees
from colleges and universities and not |east was much
in demand as an after dinner speaker. He lived in a
suite in the Waldorf Towers his last few years. He
died suddenly of acardiac arrest while preparing to go
out for the evening on June 9, 1976, ten days after his
88th birthday. Heremainsto thisday agiant in Ameri-
canpolitical history.

(Endnotes)

1 SeeVexler; Rosen, EliotA.. “JamesA. Farley,” articlein Ameri-
can National Biography: and New York Times, June 10, 1976 for
biographical sketches of JamesA. Farley. There is avoluminous
literature on hispolitical and business careersincluding numerous
pressreports and two memoirs: Behind the Ballots[1938] and Jim
Farley's Sory [1948].
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2 Act of April 19, 1930, 46 Stat 259. 9 TimeApril 22, 1940.
3 NYT, January 10, 1934. 10 Id.
4 NYT, January 20, 1934. 11 NYT, July 8, 1940.
5 NYT, January 31, 1934. 12 NYT, August 9, 1940.
6 Act of June 12, 1934, 48 Stat 933. 13 NYT, July 10, 1940.
7 Thislitigation was summarized in YT, June 5, 1935. 14 NYT, August 11 1940.

8 NYT, July 23, 1936, October 16, 1912, p. 18.

Editor’s Note: The table below was inteded to be published with Part 49 that appeared in the Soring issue. Our
apologies to Dan Meschter and our readers.

TABLE | — Airmail rates and stamps, 1918-1932

A.Airmail Rates

5-10-18, Act, 40 Stat 548, Authorizes PM G to set airmail rates not to exceed 24 cents/o,

5-11-18, Order 1443, effective 5-15-18, set rate of postage at 24 cents/oz. including 10 cents special delivery.

6-26-18, Order 1617, reduced airmail rateto 16 cents/or, including 10 cents special delivery and 6 centseach
additional ounce.

11-30-18, Order 2415, effective 12-15-18, air mail rate set at 6 cents/oz, special delivery charged separately if
desired.

7-18-19, Order 3336, effective 7-18-19, setsair mail rate at 2 cents/oz.

6-30-24, Order 3713, setsair mail rate at 8 cents/oz for each of three zones (NY to Chicago, Chicago to Cheyenne,
Cheyenneto San Francisco), i.e. 8, 16 and 24 cents. Ordinary postage stamps acceptable when letter is
indorsed “ViaAir Mail.” Although available in August 1923, these were not released for use for ayear.

2-2-25. Kelly Act, 43 Stat 805, authorized the Postmaster General to contract with private carriersto transport the
mail by aircraft at not less than ten cents/oz.

1-19-1926, Order 3817 set air mail postage rate on contract routesat 10 cents/oz. first 1,000 miles, 15 centsfor 1,000
to 1,500 miles, and 20 centsfor over 1,500 miles; same postage over government operated routes plus
surcharge of 5 cents/oz. for each zone carried or fraction, except rate for New York to Chicago night route at
10 cents/oz.

12-23-26, Order 4961, effective 2-1-1927 set rate of postage by either contract or government operation at 10 cents
per half ounce regardless of distance.

5-17-28, Act, 45 Stet 594, set rate of air mail postage at 5 cents/oz.

6-7-28, Order 7773, effective 8-1-28, set rate of postage on air mail at 5 centsfor thefirst ounceand 10 centsfor
each additional ounce or fraction.

6-7-32, Order 2564, effective 7-6-32, , set postage on airmail at 8 centsfor thefirst ounce or fraction and 18 cents
for each additional ounce or fraction.

B. Airmail stampsissued

24 cent, bicolor Curtis Jenny, 5-13-18

16 cent Curtis Jenny, 7-11-18

6 cent Curtis Jenny, 12-10-18

8 cent propeller, 8-15-23

16 cent Insignia, 8-17-23

24 cent Curtis Jenny, monochrome, 8-21-23
10 cent, map, 2-13-26

15 cent, map, 9-18-26

20 cent, map, 1-25-27

10 cent Lindbergh, 6 18-27

5 cent, Beacon, 7-25-28

5 cent “winged globe,” Flat plate, 2-10-30
5 cent “winged globe,” rotary press, 8-19-31
8 cent, “winged globe,” 9-26-32
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The President, the Assassin and the Alienist:
A Nineteenth Century Murderous Triangle

By Jesse|. Spector M.D. and Robert L.
Markovits Esq.

hree United States Presidents were assassi-
I nated within a thirty-six year time span in the
latter part of the nineteenth century—L incoln,
Garfield and McKinley. Thisamounted to onethird of
US Presidents serving in office between 1865 and 1901.
Lincolnwaskilled by arabid, Yankee-hating southerner,
Garfield by adevoted
supporter who felt
spurned by the presi-
dent in attempts at
obtaining political of-
fice,andMcKinley by
an ardent anarchist.
All three lost their
liveswhileengagedin
non-executive activi-
ties: Lincoln at thethe-
ater, Garfield at a
train station on his
way to visiting his
almamater, Williams
Collegein Massachu-
setts, and McKinley
while attending the
Pan-American Expo-
sitionin Buffalo, New
York. In all three of
the assassinationsthe
Presidentswerewith-
out security details,
traveling with friends
andfamily (incredibly
tragic in the case of
Garfield was his be-
ing met at the station
by Abraham Lincoln’s son Robert Todd Lincoln, the
Secretary of War). Indeed, it was only following the
assassination of McKinley in September, 1901, that
the Secret Service was empowered to protect subse-
guent Presidents.

Copyright reserved by authors 2011

Figure 1 President James A. Garfield

Well then, with thisbrief history lesson in place, what
could we possibly be leading up to in publishing our
thoughtsin a philatelic journal devoted to postal his-
tory? For you see, we will be delving into the intrica-
cies of the Garfield assassination and how it played
out higtorically, judicialy and philatelically. For each of
the authors the motives were somewhat different, yet
together the project jelled. For Jesse Spector (J.S.)
theintriguewasquite
personal: President
Garfield was accom-
paniedtothetrain sta-
tion by James G.
Blaine, the Secretary
of State. Blaine
would be a twice-
nominated Republi-
can candidate for the
presidency of the
United States. Fol-
lowing Blaine'sdesth
in 1893, astately grey
granite-stoneelemen-
tary and middle
school builtin1895in
Philadelphia was
named in his honor,
and it wasthis school
that J.S. attended
from third grade
through eighth grade.
Additionally, onretir-
ing from medical
practice as a hema-
tologist/oncologistin
2007, J.S. returned to
hisfirst love, the so-
cial sciences, and for
the past three years has been faithfully auditing two
classes per semester in political science and history at
Williams College, Garfield’salmamater—the destina-
tion he intended to reach at the time of his assassina-
tion. Finally for completeness, let it be stated that the
assassin, Guiteau had failed the entrance examination
for attending the University of Michiganin AnnArbor,
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the institution where J.S. performed his medical resi-
dency, and he and J.S. share the same birthdates, Sep-
tember 8th.

For Robert Markovits (R.M.) the Garfield assassina-
tion opened the door to an in-depth presentation of a
treasure-trove of ephemera related to Dr. Alexander
E. Macdonald, world-renown alienist, who served as
expert witness for the prosecution at the trial of
Garfield'sassassin, Charles Julius Guiteau—one of the
first high-profile cases in the United States in which
the insanity defense was brought into play. Lest you
suffer the anguish of trying to locate“ alienist” in your
dictionary, it relates not to an extraterrestrial, or some-
one having illegally entered the US through a broken
border fence, rather it isan obsolete term for onewho
studies and treats mental illness—today’s psychia-
trist—and was the accepted term for this profession
in Dr. Macdonald's day. Additionally for R.M., our
investigation of the Garfield assassination offered the
opportunity to present to you, the reader, a quite var-
ied collage of lovely Garfield-related philately. Joinus
now as we take you back to a time in which three
disparate men born within fourteen years of one an-
other in the first half of the nineteenth century inter-
twinein history.

Toreach theday of assassination, July 2, 1881, andits
aftermath, let us meet the protagonists, firstly James
A. Garfield (figure 1) the victim of assassination.
Garfieldwashbornin alog cabinin Ohio, on November
19, 1831, the youngest of five children. The family’s
poverty was compounded by his father’s untimely
death when James was | ess than two years of age. As
ateenager he attended local schoolsand at age twenty
entered Western Reserve Eclectic Institute, areligious
school in Hiram, Ohio. He became a circuit preacher
inlocal churchesbut subsequently enrolledin Williams
College, Williamstown, Massachusetts, graduating in
1856. Garfield served brief tenures as a preacher, in-
structor in classical language and then a school prin-
ciple. Several years prior to the outbreak of the Civil
War he engaged in politics in the Republican Party,
and philosophically opposed davery and secessionfrom
the Union. He married in 1858, sired seven children,
and, becoming discontent with teaching, began the study
of law and was admitted to the Ohio bar in 1860. His
political affiliation resulted in his el ection to the Ohio
State Senatein 1859, serving until 1861.With the out-
break of the Civil War he obtained a commission as
Colonel in the Union Army. He was a courageous,
aggressive and inventive officer partaking in major
conflicts, resulting in promotionseventually to therank

of Magjor General. While serving in the war he was
nominated for aCongressional House Seat from Ohio
towhich hewaselected in 1862. Heresigned hiscom-
mission in 1863 and was reel ected to Congress every
two years until 1878 when he won the Republican
Party’s presidential nomination for the 1880 election
onthethirty-sixth party ballot. He won the presidency
over Winfield Scott Hancock by a paper-thin plurality
of fewer than two thousand votes out of almost nine
million votes cast. Just four months into his term he
would fatefully meet hismurderer, Charles J. Guiteau,
at atrain station in Washington, DC.

The assassin, Charles Guiteau (figure 2), was born
September 8, 1841 inlllinoais, thefourth of six children
born to Luther and Jane Guiteau. Thefamily movedto
Wisconsinin 1850 where hismother died in 1855. The

Figure 2 Charles Guiteau, the assassin

remaining family returned to Illinois, and after failing
entranceto the University of Michigan hejoined auto-
pian religious sect, the Oneida Community, in Oneida,
New York. Court testimony yearslater at histrial indi-
cate a domineering father and the fact that Charles
wasa"“slow learner” possessing mannerisms suggest-
ing mental deficiency. His behavior with the sect re-
sulted in hisbeing rejected by them. Asincredulousas
it may seem Guiteau then obtained a law license in
Chicago, a remarkable commentary on the state of
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Figure 3 Authenticated letter head paper of Guiteau’s law firm, and his signature (inst
at lower right)

the art at that time. Guiteau's law firm (figure 3) was
begun using fraudulent recommendations purported to
be from prominent American families. His practice
wasafailureand hislivelihood depended on hisbeing
a bill collector. He then turned to politics, writing a
speech supporting Grant’s presidential bid. After
Garfield won the presidential nomination in 1878,
Guiteau minimally revised the same speech (“ Garfield
versus Hancock”) from the original (“Grant versus
Hancock™). With the narrowness of Garfield's subse-
guent victory, Guiteau convinced himself that his
speech was responsible for the presidential success,
and lobbied for areward in the form of becoming the
United States Ambassador in Paris. Numerous per-
sonal requeststo influential polities, personal meetings

with Secretary of State
Blaineand, indeed, ameet-
ing with Garfield himself
wereall tono avail. Desti-
tute and having been re-
jected to the point where
Blaine told him never to
return again, Guiteau
claimed that at that point
God ordered him to elimi-
nate an ungrateful presi-
dent. Borrowing fifteen
dollars, Charles Guiteau
purchased a large caliber
442 revolver, the Webley
British Bulldog, and, after
recovering fromtheinitial
shock of its powerful re-
coil, learned how to profi-
ciently use the weapon.

Findly, let usintroduceyou
to the third member of our
exposition, Dr. Alexander
E. Macdonald (figure 4).
Dr. Macdonald, whether
knowingly or by happen-
stance, was truly an aca-
demic overachiever. Born
in Toronto, Canadain 1845,
his undergraduate educa-
tion was performed at the
Upper Canada College,
following which he com-
menced the study of medi-
cineat Toronto University,
then transferring to New
York University medical
school, graduating in 1870. From the beginning of his
medical career he devoted himself to diseases of the
mind and nervous system; and, indeed, even whilein
medical school, he undertook the general care of an
insane son of awealthy family in Brooklyn. Following
graduation he became resident physician at City Asy-
lum for the Insane on Blackwell Island in New York,
where he shortly thereafter became the Chief of Staff.
This position was followed by his becoming
superintendant of the Manhattan State Hospital on
Ward'sldand, aposition hemaintained for many years.
In 1874 he was appointed to the chair of medical juris-
prudence at NY U, and the following year was made
professor of psychol ogical medicine. To these already
prodigious accomplishments he added in 1881 alaw
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Figure 4 Dr. Alexander E. Macdonald, the alienist.

degree (LL. B.). As atribute to the man, a powerful
figureand consummateworker in hisown right, should
be added the considerable friendship and loyalty af-
forded him by his peers. He became president of the
American Medico-Psychological Association and for
many years his serviceswere in demand in the courts
as an expert dienist, and indeed he was one of the
best known alienistsin New York. With the firing of
two rounds of 44 caliber bulletsinto the back of Presi-
dent JamesA. Garfield onthemorning of July 2, 1881,
Dr. Macdonald would play out his part on the world
stage of an American tragedy.

July 2, 1881: President Garfield, hiswife, sons James
and Harry, Secretary of State Blaine, Secretary of War
Todd Lincoln are at the Baltimore and Potomac Rail-
road station at Sixth Street and Constitution Avenue
NW, Washington, D.C. Garfieldisleaving for hissum-
mer vacation in New Jersey. Congresswas not in ses-
sion during the summers due to the intense heat in
Washington, D.C. First on the agenda, however, was
aplanned visit to hisamamater, Williams Collegein
Massachusetts, for a speaking engagement. There is
no bodyguard in attendance. The Garfield entourage
enters the waiting room where at point-blank range
Charles Guiteau firestwo bulletsfrom his Webley re-
volver into the President’s back (figure 5), one bullet

grazing Garfield’s shoul der, the other lodging in thefirst
lumbar vertebra of the President’s spine, but not sever-
ingthe spinal cord. Garfield criesout, “My God, what is
that?’ and collapses. Guiteau puts the weapon into his
pocket, leaves the station toward a cab that he had
waiting for him, but isimmediately apprehended by a
policeman, Patrick Kearney, who, in the excitement of
the capture, neglects to disarm Guiteau until after his
arrest and transport to a police station several blocks
from the station. A crowd gathering outside the station,
on realizing what hastranspired, call for animmediate
lynching. Despite thesethreats, the assassin is escorted
unharmed to the police station where he exultantly ex-
claims, “1 am a Stalwart of the Stalwarts! | did it and |
want to be arrested! Arthur is President now!” The
Stalwarts, while representing afaction in the Republi-
can Party opposed to Garfield' spolicies, had nothing to
do with the nation. Guiteau, in hisdelusion, be-
lieved hisaction would unite the Party. Meanwhile, Todd
Lincolnwith thefallen President exclaims, “ How many
hours of sorrow | have passed in this town.”

Figure5 A post card view of the recreation of the
Garfield assassination at the Presidents Wax Museum,
Colorado Springs, Colorado.
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President Garfield survives for eighty days from the
time of the assassination. Hisdoctor’sinitially believe
he will expire within days, yet he rallies and then ex-
periencesintermittent fever and difficulty eating, with
weight lose from two hundred poundsto one hundred
andthirty five pounds. Physiciansprobing for thelodged
bullet with bare fingers and instruments, in the days
ten years prior to the institution of sterile techniques,
most likely resultsin sepsis (blood poisoning with bac-
teria) that will lead to the eventual demise of the Presi-
dent. Alexander Graham Bell actually designsaprimi-
tive metal detector to help locate the bullet, but not
realizing that the metal bed frame on which the Presi-
dent restsinterfereswithitsfunctioning, the attempt is
unsuccessful.

Inthe heat of the Washington summer, army engineers
design a remarkably functional air-conditioning unit
using ice and fans. The President is then moved to
Long Branch, New Jersey, in early September hoping
that fresh air and quiet will aid his recovery. Tragi-
cally, President Garfield succumbs to his illness on
September 17, 1881, two months before his fiftieth
birthday. Both historiansand contemporary physicians
attribute at least a component of blame for the
President’s death to poor medical technique, and at
Charles Guiteau's trial he will say, “I shot the Presi-
dent, but the doctors killed him.” In an era before
medical practice included sterile technique thisis an
academic exercise at best. Garfield lay in state at the
Capitol Rotunda (figure 6) and was laid to rest in a
mausoleum in Cleveland, Ohio.

The President has died. What is the aftermath? The
trial of Charles Guiteau began on November 14, 1881.
He is represented by his brother-in-law, George
Scolville and another court-appointed lawyer, Leigh
Robinson. An insanity defense is attempted, but
Guiteau himself defeats his own lawyers by stating
that he was insane at the time he shot the President,
but that he was not otherwise legally insane. For in-
sanity defense to succeed the defense must convince
the jury that the perpetrator did not know right from
wrong and in this case Guiteau created arift between
himself and hislawyers. Additionally, throughout the
trial, Guiteau insulted hisdefenseteam, recited histes-
timony in lengthy poems, solicited legal advice from
spectatorsin the audience via passed notes, sang John
Brown’s Body to the court, and hurled foul language
at the judge, jury and lawyers. He dictated his autobi-
ography to the New York Herald ending with a per-
sonal ad for “a nice Christian lady under thirty.” He
was oblivious of the profound hatred of him by the
public and he was almost assassinated twice himself.

Dr. Macdonald was one of the expert witnesses called
by the prosecution. Dr. Edward Charles Spitzka, also
aleading alienist had testified that Guiteau was un-
guestionably insane, and had been so and “was never
anything else.” Dr. Macdonald testified to the con-
trary which agreed with the sentiments of the public,
and, as put succinctly by George Corkhill, District of
Columbia district attorney on the prosecuting team:
“He'sno moreinsane than | am: he'sacool, calculat-
ing blackguard. He was a deadbeat, pure and simple.
He wanted excitement of some kind and
notoriety, and he got it.” The jury saw it
that way. He was found guilty on January
25, 1882. He yelled at the jury after the
verdict wasread: “ You areall low, consum-
matejackasses’, plusastream of additional

obscenities. An appeal was rejected and
Charles Guiteau was hanged on June 30,
1882 in the District of Columbia. He went
to his death reciting a poem he had written
entitled “1 am going to the Lordy.” He had
regquested an orchestraaccompani ment but
the request was denied.

With two of our protagonists now deceased,
weareleft with Dr. Macdonald. Asfamous
and respected as he was he was not be-
yond criticism by some of his peers. Our

Figure 6 President Garfield lay in state at the Capitol Rotunda

review of voluminous professional discus-
sionsfollowing thetrial indicatesthe diffi-
culty encountered in interpretation of the
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insanity defense. Reviews in the
medical journal, Alienist and Neu-
rology, from 1884 offer insight into
the testimony of the expert wit-
nesses and pointedly suggest that
with all due respect to Dr.
Macdonald'sexpertisein thefield
asan dienist, hisinterpretation of
hereditary associated mental illness
might not have been in keeping
with more contemporary thinking
at thetime. My own experiencein
the medical field (J.S.) suggests
thismay indeed be an ongoing de-
bate. In any case it was an irony
of fate that Dr. Macdonald died of
tuberculosis, a disease for which
he had devel oped the“tent colony”
method of treatment for insane pa-
tients with this disease, later
adopted in Europe aswell, alow-
ing patients to be removed from
the environment of non-contami-
nated individuals, yet not isolating
them individually. His death oc-
curred on December 7, 1907. His
memoria tributes were extensive
and we particularly appreciated the
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To whom it may concern:

This will introduce Dr. Alexander

T. Yacdonald , the general superintendent of the Manhattan

State hospitsl, formerly the NVew Vork City Asylum for the
Insane.

Dr. Macdonald goes to Europe with a purpose of inves tigating
the management of institutions abroad and any experience which
he may gain will benefit the system for the care of the insane
in the stute of Wew York, and be directly an aid te this
Commission.

We bespeak for Dr. Macdonald the courtesies due his positicn

and the body which he represents and will consider any express=

3% ALL OFFICIAL ConmaumeCaions To THE STATE COMMISSION IN LUNACY, ALBANY, M.,

jon 0° them a favoer to our State.

ACORE:

/, > )
gl "/ R

¢
Secretary.

Figure 8 A letter of introduction for Dr. Macdonald from the Sate Commission
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sentiments made that Dr. Macdonald attracted to him-
self experienced, trusty and loyal officersand friends,
that he had an abiding hatred of cant and pretense,
and that he possessed far-seeing powers and unswerv-
ing integrity.

Dr. Macdonald certainly burned the candle at both ends.
A consummate professional, hetravel ed theworld lec-
turing, consulting and attending international confer-
ences (figures 7-9). To reach the Lunatic Asylum on
Ward's Island required a daily ferry ride (figure 10).
And, indeed, he found time to be aMason (figure 11)
and in this capacity to lecture on Ladies Day (figure
12).

Lest we forget why we are here, we turn our atten-
tion now to the Garfield philatelic legacy. Few deceased
rd American Presidents appeared more than twice on
' American postage stamps, and Garfield isclearly one
of them. Thefirst stamp issueto depict Garfieldwasa
memorial issue released on April 10, 1882. The last
US postage issue to depict Garfield was released on

A5

Figure 7 An original copy of Dr. Macdonald's hilling

paper.

May 22, 1986, as part of the AMERIPEX issue of
past American Presidents. In al, there are nine differ-
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Figure 10 Dr. Macdonald'sferry passin 1874.

Figure 11 Dr. Macdonald’'s membership card in the
Masons.

ent Garfield postage stamps issued over the last one
hundred and twenty eight years bearing Garfield's por-
trait, in addition to back of the book issuesaswell. We
share with you now a selection of some of our favor-
ites:

Figure 13isasplendid stationary cover, U 28, with an
affixed Garfield memorial stamp, Scott 205 issued April
10, 1882. This cover traveled from Philadelphia via
steamer to Curacao in 1886 with gorgeous red oval
steamer cancellations.

Figure 14 shows a Scott 205 memorial stamp affixed
to acover to Germany with insufficient postage noted.

Figure 12 An invitation to Ladies Day at the (0 = ste ot ettt &) Jere aeites ]
Lotos Club at which Dr. Macdonald was the et el
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*{ Trial Color Proofs

Figure 15 represents a stationary trial proof set o
for the Garfield U 59 issue of 1882-1886. , R
Figure 16 demongtratesa Garfield stationary trial " I\Qﬁ/yj
proof envelope. , e B |

Flgure 17 IS an quUISte E 15 Zeppe“n cover purple on horizontally red on vertically green on horizontally
containing a Garfield Scott 558 amidst a sea of faid paper laid paper leid paper
poawe' It was transported on the German air- Proofs In Issued Color

ship LZ-127 first round theworld flight, carrying
thiscover from LosAngeles, Calif. to Lakehurst,
N.J.

Figure 18 shows Scott C 46 postage, carrying
flowers from Hawaii to Chicago with affixed
specia delivery and twenty cent Garfield, Scott
825, postage.

Thus we C0nC| ude our adventure_ A hISOI'y IeS' brown on white paper brown on buff paper

sonwrapped in aphilatelic and ephemera-laden,
potpourri that, as the writers of novels aways
dream, will contain something for everyone. You
the reader be the judge.

Figure 15 5>

brown on amber paper brown on blue paper
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Figure 16 A stationary trial proof set
for the Garfield U 59 issue of 1882-
1886.

Figure 17 A block of the
13¢ Harrison and 6¢
Garfield (Scott 558) amidst
a sea of postage. It was
transported on the German
airship LZ-127 first round
the world flight from Los
Angeles, Calif. to
Lakehurst, N.J.
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1143 N, Xeeler Ave.
Chiearo 51, Ill. 09:00 AM
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Figure 18 Scott C 46 postage, carrying flowers from Hawaii to Chicago with affixed special
delivery and twenty-cent Garfield, Scott 825, postage.
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A Curious Virginia Cover

by T. Clarke

For anyone immersed in history, an 1850-60s |
era Virginia stampless cover bearing the dial

nameBLACKS& WHITES/Va would surely [ad

raise an eyebrow. After al, that's Civil War [§
times, repletewith explosiveracia and economic |°
tension, competing views of racial equality, and |
hostility in general that was at fever pitchinboth |

North and South. -

Anideal approach towriting about such acover
would be to visit the town—assuming the 19"
century town was till located in the modern
world, for aquick tour of historic places. It would
be good to talk to the every-town-has-onelocal

historian, seeking tidbits of data and informa-
tion. At a minimum, a check-in at the local li-
brary would bein order, to speak with thetown
librarian, to look through the history portion of
thelocal clipping filesand inquire about micro-
films and digital resources. Without benefit of

Mapl This map shows the location of Lunenburg
County, origin of the brief January 1858 letter, sent
about 50 miles northeast to Petersburg, concerning sale
of a hogshead of (not very good) tobacco.

the ‘feel’ of the actual place, or of talking to local,
data-laden experts, we' re at adistinct disadvantage to
fully understand our chosen subject.

On Your Own

But without the ability to visit and immerseyourself in
the actual place, and be able to get immediate satis-
faction from direct answersto your questions, research

© 2011 by Tom Clarke

Figure 1 Schwartz Tavern—built between 1790 and 1840 and
now a fully restored Revolutionary War Era Tavern—located in
downtown Blackstone at the 18th century crossroads. When
was the post office here?

becomes a guessing game. Where to look first to un-
ravel nuggets of information that hopefully will bring
the cover and its writer alive?

In the days B.1. (Before Internet), library references,
drawn from the hallowed, oaken card catal ogs of town
and (if you'rereally lucky) university libraries, slowly
began to open your topic’s world before you as you
read. You hit blind alleys but also found fruitful av-
enues elsewhere. Developing from out of the dusty
mists, your batch of notes formed an understanding
and drew a marvelous mental picture of the subject.
M ore questionsthan answers came as you approached
new reality and credibility you hadn’t thought of be-
fore, because constancy in research and an innate spirit
of seeking answers lead to a very satisfying resolu-
tion. Similar mental processes and results doubtless
develop from successful new garden designs and cre-
ating buildingsfrom scratch.

For those over 35who found satisfactionin thelibrary
/ book method, recall the sense of fulfillment almost
beyond description. Certainly youfelt relief at itsclo-
sure, but you walked around realizing the burden had
been lifted, and you found success, showing a smile
you probably weren't aware of. You’ d joined the com-
munity of scholars, having taken scattered data and
molded it into new ideas al your own; you’ d won the
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Lunenburg County VA OntheInternet, many timesscholarshipis
- missing, yet people, given the power of
About 55,700 results (0.14 seconds) words since Guttenberg'striumphin 1453,
ao tend to believe as true anything in print.

()
\L,'i"rn?:igu re Will Rogers, humorousof the20'sand 30's
Keysuilie Fnackelons mapg; soogle.com | claimed, tongue in cheek, “All I know is
e Victoria ' ' what | read in the papers’. Match that
anch s against ‘fair and balanced’ TV and fan-

Albe

tasy internet sites today.

| Lunenburg. Virginia

Stll, thelureof sittinginacomfortablechair,

Chase City
Jak

©2011 Google

Law|
MaputstaiD2011 Google

Lunenburg County, Virginia

Official website for Lunenburg County Adminstration. Contains lots d
the area of particular interest to new and existing business, ...

Government - Local Area - Calendar - News
www.lunenburgva.org/ - Cached - Similar

Lunenburg County, Virginia - Government

Official website for Lunenburg County Adminstration. Contains lots d
the area of ... [Lunenburg County; The Mother Of Counties] ...

www.lunenburgva.org/government.html - Cached

hundreds or thousands of miles from the
target of our inquiry, and telescoping days
or weeks of toil into an afternoon or two,
as with this article, seems instinctive and
gratifying. With news magazines and pa-
pers on the decline in favor of computer
screens, is it any wonder that 40% of
Americabelieves the world is 6000 years
old and that so many of us accept con-
spiracy theories as fact?

In times ‘B.1.", there aso were armchair

Figure 2 A Google search for “ Lunenburg County, VA” yields almost
one hundred thousand results in 14 one-hundredths of a second.

prize. Those La Posta readers who have a decent
postal history library and agood deal of curiosity till
know that delightful pleasure.

On the Internet

(Thisarticleistheresult of ‘brainpain’. Knowing noth-
ing about an item, except curiosity, you haveto grudg-
ingly begin haphazardly overturning rockstill you find
something. Then other rocks, till the vaguest image
begins to emerge. Brain ‘hurt’ because humans are
not comfortablewith the unknown in any domain. Syn-
apses seem to fire everywhere at once, find few con-
nections; we' reajumble of frustration and confusion.
If we doggedly aim at resolution, then slowly, contin-
ued searching yields a picture coming into focus. The
pain fades, replaced with growing interest and even-
tual enthusiasm.)

Today, one can research BLACKS & WHITES in
comfort viathe Internet. There, proud people proclaim
their peculiar view and expertise. They offer usreams
of questionable data and pictures for the mere cost of
typing site address and clicking achoice of links. Itis
today’snew ‘right’, moreor less, totapinto the Internet
ether, as if all answers are, and for al time will be,
located there. Except that computer scholarsclaim that
agood half of it isgarbled, mis- or purposely dis- in-
formation, and some outright fiction. Caveat Emptor.

writers who wove faulty, imaginative and
misleading tales of ‘fact’ going back cen-
turies, who built ‘scholarly’ reputations
from the seated position, having seen no
artifact, or primary sources, and possessing in some
cases at most elementary education. Be skeptical to-
day, and very carefully sift information, and approach-
ing it unbiased and fully objective.

Our Search

It would be excellent luck to be ableto find theletter’s
sender’s name on one of the severa Internet geneal-
ogy sites, to confirm his or her life dates, and with
greatest luck of all, to locate the person handwritten
onto the US Census roles verifying their age, family
members, occupation, etc. There's awealth of infor-
mationif oneislucky enoughtolook intheright places.
Unfortunately, the“ google effect” must be dealt with:
the avalanche of misleading and sidetracking refer-
ences mixed in with kernels of real worth are amajor
distraction and can lead to disillusion. Still, constancy
and adiscerning eye will bring rewards.

So, the goal is to brush aside as many cobwebs as
possible and try to resurrect even a slim biography of
our writer, to understand her and flesh out something
of the times themselves. Especially those times that
were so tempestuous, fearful years prior to the explo-
sion of the American Civil War. The task is daunting,
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Map 2 This current day map includes Richmond and Petersburg and,
faintly, the counties of Nottoway and Lunenburg which are featured
in this article. The yellow highways and fainter back roads are not

Lunenburg County VA

Lunenburg County had to be located, easy
enough on the Internet. But where is the
curious Black’s & White's? A universal
search for it on Google went unanswered.
Nor was it found via Google maps. It
wasn't found after a half hour of frustrat-
ing searchesin conjunction with ‘ historical
geography’, ‘old town names’, ‘Virginia-
towns', ‘Virginia-history’ and adozen other
combination choices. Yet the thought pro-
voking tandem name madeit too intriguing
togiveupon.

The stampless cover is datelined
“Lunenburg County, January 28, 1858”. It
is addressed to Petersburg VA, so a de-
cent county map of Virginiamight help tri-
angulate the locales. At a Virginia county
web site, Lunenburg County did show up
in southern Virginia, where it is termed a
‘South Side’ county, respectably close to
North Carolina. There were also links to

too different from maps of 100+ years ago.

but the reward great in bringing a very modest postal
history artifact and along deceased southern tobacco
farm lady and her timesto life again.

Two Counties

The two counties our letter is concerned with are
Nottoway and Lunenburg. ‘Lunenburg’ comes from
Brunswick-L tinenburg, the old principality in Germany,
the ancestral home of the English Georges down to
the present royal family. Recall, however, that Eliza-
beth 1I’'sgrandfather, George V, gave up this Germanic
honor at the outbreak of WWI, preferring to call
Windsor Castle their true inheritance.

Thetwo arein the Piedmont region of low rolling hills
and wonderful farm lands. Their populations are till
relatively small today, still in favor of tobacco and crop
land. Having rationalized the positive uses of the
Internet, we can begin this story. It stems from the
briefest of letters, written by someone gone morethan
125 years, wholived in asociety also long dead dueto
terrible conflict, and involving enslaved people who,
seven yearsin the future, will beradically and utterly
freed.

various publicity-type town sites. They
gave thumbnail descriptions of the county
and towns therein, along with honoring their schoals,
famous peopl e (birthplace of Roy Clark, country mu-
sician), council meeting nights, and abrief history and
geography lesson:

Lunenburg County isinthe gently rolling, good farm-
ing, terrain of the Piedmont and locally nicknamed the
“Mother of Counties”. America everywhere was
growing quickly and L unenburg went on eventually to
spawn nine other counties.

Vo e N2 ¢ _
\/&/MC o j{/‘y éf /a' 1%17 %?;"?

Lunenburg (created 1746) wasoriginaly part of larger
Brunswick County, which was established before the
1740sduring thereign of King Georgell, of England’'s
House of Hannover. Heruled simultaneously as Duke
of Brunswick-L Uneburg in Germany, birthplace of his
father, German-speaking George I. It is a German-
English region which suggests excellent farming tech-
nigue, neatness, attention to detail, etc.

Today it isstill mostly agricultural and known for its
red clay (for well-known Virginiared brick buildings)
and its good climate allows for differing crops but
mainly tobacco.



In its first census, 1800,
Lunenburg  counted

10,381, which included [~

whites and an added

“three-fifths” of its non- [

citizen blacks. The popu-
lation has changed little

andin2010has 12,914, of [ 7

course now including citi-

zen blacks. Note that the
critica Civil War yearspro-
duced aprecipitousfall of

13%by 1870, nodoubt due |/ \

to war casualties;

1850 11,692
1860 11,983
1870 10,403

Nottoway County VA

The second county in-
volved withthe subject let-
ter borders Lunenburg to
the north.

Still on the track of the
Black’s & White's post
office location, we find
that rural Nottoway has
only three towns of any
size to choose from. One
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Map 3 The areas of war destruction and death are obvious to the north and east on
thismap. Toward the lower left you can see the town of Black’s & White's at the bend in
the tracks, and further south and west, the seemingly uninhabited, wide stretches of
fields under tobacco and other crops that slaves worked, outnumbering white farmers
2: or 3:1. From somewhere in that no man’s land our lady land owner wrote her letter
a few years before the fighting.

5

is suspiciously named
Blackstone. Was it mere coincidence, that sharing of
the ‘black’ part?

Asmentioned, Town and County FathersMothersfrom
seato shining seahavelearned to put pride above sub-
stance when extolling their civic virtuespoint by point,
regardless how limited and rustic or grand and glori-
ous. No doubt every town has one. They immodestly
claim ownership rights to those born there who grew
to semi-fame, and they luxuriateinillustrating famous
old landmarks and list incidents that happened over
the years. Naturally, they also mention crops grown,
the location of the nearest Wal-Mart, and how new
are their IMS truck and fire engine. They love their
higtory:

Prior to the Europeans, upon the land that would be-
come Nottoway County, lived the Nadowa tribe, a
branch of the Iroquois, living along the county’s only
river the Nadowa, Algonquian for ‘rattlesnake'.

Nottoway County was established from the southern
half of Amelia County in 1788, and contained early
crossroads settlements connecting the expanding

southern and western frontiers with the built up cen-
tersof Petersburg and Richmond to the north and east.
Until therailroad (1850's) came through and industry
grew to support increasing Virginiapopulation, it owed
its prosperity primarily to tobacco.

How sparse and agrarian life was in early times is
captured in the makeup of the village/county seat of
Nottoway via Virginia, A Guide to the Old Domin-
ion (1835):

acourthouse, clerk’soffice and criminal and
debtor’sjail, besides 15 dwelling houses, one
mercantile house, one hotel, one saddler, one
tailor, and one blacksmith shop.

Civil War

During thewar, the southern-most portion of Virginia
escaped al but one major skirmish and battle that had
brutalized Virginia snorth and west, though it suffered
a similar volunteer casualty rate. In four years that
rate grew to ahorrifying 18% of Southern white males
age 13 to0 43, whereasin the north, a‘ mere’ 6% of 13
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to 43 year oldswerelost! We can wonder if our lady
letter writer’s live-in mate, Mr. Skinner (below), was
one of these.

Two of the four Confederate units assembled in
Nottoway County fought on the front lines at
Gettysburg and were decimated at Pickett’s Charge.
The county itself was the site of only one significant
skirmish during the war, the “Battle of the Grove,”
which was fought near Blackstone for control of the
rail linethat supplied Robert E. Lee'sArmy of North-
ern Virginia. It was entrenched and valiantly resisted
Grant whose Grand Army laid siege and pummeled
Petersburg and Richmond.

The war’s last skirmish before Lee’'s Surrender at
Appomattox on April 9, 1865, wasfought onApril 6 at
Sayler’'s Creek, which straddled Nottoway County’s
western boundary.

Population

Starting with the Census of 1800, Nottoway had 9,401
people, including the infamous “three-fifths’ black
population. In 1850, a decreasing (westward migrat-
ing?) Nottoway County had only 8,437 people, includ-
ing “three-fifths” blacks. By 1860, their numbers had
grown again by about 5% to 8,836, and even after the
war continued to grow to 9,291, alittle more than 5%.
By 2000, the population was urbanizing around
Blackstone and totaled 15,725 people.

name Black’'s & White's and where is’\was the town
located? The answer will come from akernel of fact
within one of the town’s web sites.

Curiosity had suggested afew possible sources:

1) adifficult to believe but happy discovery of
racial friendshipin pre-Civil War Virginia?

2) the name of a hotel on a stage route painted
ontheir London-style pub sign depicting black
and white horses maybe, to catch travelers
attention?

3) might it be the unique invention of aUniver-
sity of Virginiascholar who enjoyed the oriental
concept of yin and yang, the theory of coopera-
tive opposites, thus black and white?

Ittook atotal of three hoursof frustrated poking around
the Internet to find answers, and another hour to find
amap that conclusively pinned down the odd-named
town’slocation. A further short whilelater, added suc-
cess came when athird example of the town’s postal
markingscameto light at Jim Forte’ sredoubtable Postal
History store site.

A likely place for its location would be somewhere
between Lunenburg County and Petersburg, which
includes Nottoway County. Roads tend to stand pat
over the centuries and this one too. A current map
shows a highway connecting all three and passing

Today the racial makeup of
Nottoway County’s makeup is
multi racial, as are most Ameri-
can communities (though still
more heavily black): 57.16%
White, 40.56% Black, 0.13%
Native American, 0.39% Asian,
0.03% Pacific Islander, 1.01%
from other races, and 0.72%
from two or more races. 1.58%
of the population wasHispanic or
Latino of any race.

Thesetwo are still rural counties
today, though with the decline of

B

X

tobacco use today, many have

moved away to town jobsin Rich-
mond and other cities.

Black’s & White's?

We now know thelie of the land,
its losses, and population trends
but the hard nut still needs crack-
ing: what isthe derivation of the

Figure 3 Dated February 1885, a local cover, and one of the last from the
Black's & White's Post Office, due to the name change to Blackstone a year
later. A possibly duplexed hand stamp, overweight, Due 2c, to Wellville, 15
miles northeast up the Petersburg Road. Satistically, this letter standsa 3:1
chance of being written by a new black citizen, though realistically, due to lack
of widespread education twenty years after the war’s end, and the increasingly
harsh Jim Crow laws aimed at freedmen, a white Virginian probably wrote it.
Thanks to Jim Forte Postal History for permission to display it ( http://
www.postal history.com).
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through Blackstone. A persistent hint. So
off to the official Blackstone VA web site,
under “ About Blackstone”, instantly | see,
“the crossroads came to be known as
Blacks and Whites.”!

L ocation achieved, so ultimately smple. The
realization dawned why | failed at first to
find it viathe universal search, wasbecause
I’d used the original apostrophized ver-
sion, ‘Black’s & White's'. It's the small
things that get us every the time.

Now to its meaning: the answer to the pri-
mary guestion aboveis. none of the above.
Thetruth in its naming was nothing so po-
etic. There simply were, down and dirty,
two businessmen who happened to sharea
lively crossroads in out of the way, early Federal era,
southern Virginia

By the 1790s the men had established hotel s on oppo-
site, dust covered corners, surrounded by miles of to-
bacco and crop lands. One or both must have doubled
asthevillage's stagecoach way station, watering hole,
and layover stop and eventual post office. The names
of these two were, not surprisingly, Herr Schwartz,
i.e., Mr. Black (German), and acrossthe pock-marked
dirt road, his tavern keeper competition, Mr. White;
ergo, Black’s and White's. Two mysteries solved.

The Post Office

Blackstone VA'ssite goes on the say that April 7, 1829
was the establishment date for the Blacks & Whites
Post Office. This date contradicts two philatelic
sources, but on that |ater.

. S

Figure 5 Burke's Tavern, Virginia

e T

Blackstone is 50 miles southwest of Richmond, 150
miles south of Washington D.C., and it isroughly 12-
15 miles, we estimate, from the heart of Lunenburg
County, wherein the | etter was composed and written
by Ms. Maddux. She or afriend or aslave took a half
hour or ahour to walk, buckboard, or ride the | etter to
Black’s & White's, to the postmaster, perhaps inside
the Schwartz Tavern.

Today the Schwartz Tavern remainsin al its majesty
and the Chamber of Commerceis pleased to citeit as
one of the area’ s four historic buildings placed on the
Virginia and National Registers of Historic Places.
Thereis, in addition, aBurke's Tavern (seethe attrac-
tivered-roofed picture) on the samelists. A good guess
isthat the latter isthe original White's establishment.
Maybe aLa Posta reader living nearby can verify this
for us.

;! % S EEE— &
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It would be niceto know which hotel /tavern,
and at what periods, maintained the post of-
fice. In most cases, unless by chance both
owners were members of the same political
persuasion, competition was decided by
whichever presidential candidate wasvicto-
rious. Each four years victors selected from
among a pool of their own supporters. So it
went from the 1790’s until 1883, when the
Civil ServiceAct of 1883 re-wrotetherules.

Figure 4 The letter in question: A #26, applied at a plantation farm
house somewhere in Lunenburg County, and taken 12-15 miles to
the Black's & White's Post Office in the neighboring county of
Nottoway, VA. There they struck their 36mm balloon dial on
January 30, 1858, for delivery to Petersburg, 40 miles ENE.

Till then, postmasterswere highly influential
sincethey saw most of the surrounding popu-
lation at one time or the other and exercised
agood degree of persuasion over them. Thus,
they might be abletointhisway swing elec-
tions.

45
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And s0, aspalitical appointees, the mail pickup counter
might have easily see-sawed back and forth between
them over the years and acrossthe Black’s & White's
only intersection.

On April 7, 1829, a Blacks and Whites Post Office
was established (though Jim Forte' spost officelist says
1813 [a typo for 18317]). The 1997 American
Sampless Cover Catalog claims in its manuscript
markings section that “ Blks & Whites” markings date
between 1831 (atypo for 1813?) and 1855 —value,
$15. It seems that more searching and/or proofread-
ing would clarify theissue of itsbeginnings.

Ten years after the war the town’s name was changed
to Bellefonte, May 11, 1875, so that it coincided with
the name of the town’s Norfolk and Western's Rail-
road Station.

Then, on August 4, 1882, the town reverted back to
Blacksand Whites. Shortly after, at ameeting of local
citizens, adoctor proposed to re-re-namethetown after
Sir William Blackstone (1723-1780), the famed En-
glish judge. So, on February 23, 1886, the name of
Blacks and Whites for the last time was permanently
dropped in favor of Blackstone.

A Possible Cancel Typology

A chronology of types is guessable, though few ex-
amples are at hand. A Virginia collector can evaluate
the following and tell us how close it comes to the
mark. This undertaking with atip of the hat to those
armchair historians of the past who created fantasy
scenarios of far off places from the comfort of their
den’s (man cave'sl) easy chair....

o

A Photoshop reconstruction

4 £
f:»fi En _ . oftheof 36mmBlack's &
f ;\.;'u ~~_» + White's balloon dial used
; (.:.,1 N vV 1\ ;} ?:?I,?{(\e/\a arnd maybe during the
\2 s |
X‘)" (/.)

Type 1 - The manuscript markings used between 1813/31 through
~1855 would vary according to the handwriting of whichever post-
master was in charge at the time.

Type 2 - The present letter’s marking dated January 1858; it may
be the first hand device style used at Black’s & White's.

Hypothetical Type 3 - During the war, perhaps a Confederate
Post Office device was used, or maybe they reverted to manu-
scripts, or kept the old balloon marker, Type 2, for convenience
and thrift.

Hypothetical Type 4 - Post war - Presumed Confederate devices
may have been confiscated, so probably another reversionto manu-
scripts till the post war dust settled in about 1866.

Hypothetical Type5a- A lone, GPO dial, maybe duplexed, could
have been supplied around 1866/67, to last until the town name
change to Bellefonte in May 1875. But maybe the PO held onto
itsold name?

Hypothetical Type 6 - A Bellefonte dial or manuscript of conve-
nience until August 1882.

Hypothetical Type 5b/7 - Maybe are-use of Hypothetical Type
5a, or an immediate use of theillustrated Type 8, 1885 device.

Type 7 - After Feb/Mar 1886, the first of the new Blackstone
devices, probably duplexed and accompanied by avariety of spe-
cialized devices for parcels, received, registered, money orders,
€etc.

Where Does Ms Maddux Fit?

To help clarify our |etter writer’spositionin Virginian
cultureand help seewhat MsMaddux’ mind-set might
have been, aswell as estimate her social standing be-
fore the war, we can place her according to some
Southern antebellum data.

The total southern white population in 1860 (close
enough to 1858) was about 8 million, of whom 384,000,
or 4.7%, owned slaves. Of these, 10,000 owned 50 or
more slaves. Roughly 88% of Southern slave-owners
owned less than 20 slaves. Slaves were costly.

Of the total 8 million, Southern wealth was concen-
trated in the hands of about 1,000 familieswho owned
well over 100 slaves each. These richest thousand
whiteshad an average annual income of $50,000, while
the remaining 660,000 whites brought in an average of
$91.

By 1860, in Virginiaone of every four familiesowned
at least one slave.

The 1858 L etter

Now looking at the letter, more of afast note, it was
written while our lady lived somewherein Lunenburg
County, which on average equates to maybe 12-15
milesfrom the post office at Black’s & White's. From
there it was passed onward another 35 miles east-
northeast to Petersburg.

The message is more a note than aletter, but conveys
a succinct message:

L unenburg CoVaJany 29 1858
Dear Sir
| send you another hhd: tobo.
Itistolerable highin order. | reckonyou
had better not keep it on hand too long.
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Figure 6 Written by Ms. (Perhaps Widow) Martha F Maddux in January 1858, to her sales agent in Petersburg.

Whenever | send you a hhd. just do the best the latter, since she suggests that he sell it soon for

you can withit. YOUrS&C whatever he, Mr Sydnor, her agent, can get.

MarthaF Maddux

(The “Hogshead” was -
used from colonia timesfor |-
American tobacco, avery
large wooden barrel about |
48 inches long and 30 |
inches diameter which |
could contain more than £/
145 US gallons. Fully | 3
packed it weighed 1,000 |
pounds. A hogshead of | -
wineisaliquid measure, of
about 63 gallons.)

Was Ms Maddux cleaning
out thetobaccodryingbarn |
to prepare for the spring
planting season, or were
they systematically taking |
cured leaves to assure a |
steady incomethroughthe /¢
winter? s e

When the lady states the |

tobaccoinsideis‘tolerable |

high in order’ does she |

meanitispretty goodstuff, | 4 T =20 R 3 1 :

orthatitisonly ‘tolerable’  Map 4 This close up portion of the official map drawn for the US government in 1860/

intoday’ssense? Probably 1 shows our two counties surprisingly were among the most concentrated slave-
owning areas of Virginia. It suggests that chances are good that Ms Maddux indeed
did own slaves.
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Or was she getting antsy about news of the upcoming,
and surely divisive Lincoln-Douglas debates, to take
place out in Illinois, and having just lived through the
uproar of the Dred Scott Decision the year before: did
she determine that cash in hand was best in case the
worst should come to pass?

We can learn an important fact about Martha F
Maddux from Virginia Marriages 1740-1850:

Richard H. Gill - Martha Maddux 30 Nov 1833
Lunenberg.

Richard married Marthain 1833, 25 years prior to her
writing the letter. Elsewhere we find that this Martha
was probably the same one bornin Lunenburg in 1803,
making her married at 30 and at 55, when she wrote
to Petersburg, she was apparently alone again. Per-
haps Mr Gill went west to the gold fields about 1850
and never returned? Or did he die of some common
ailment in his40’'s or 50's, some years before.

Though the South's large planters were among the
wealthiest Americans, 10% of white families there
owned no land or other property. Between these ex-
tremes were most whites, independent farmers like
Ms Maddux.

There was little conflict among these strata because
in agrowing economy, as was the South’sfor the past
generation, ‘arising tideliftsall boats', i.e., everyone
benefited by the economy flourishing. Poor whitesrose
up the successladder, and thustherich at thetop were
to be emulated.

Therewere al so kinship connections acrossthe strata;
one of the wealthiest slave owners was a Maddux in
Georgia. A relative? Plus, buying and selling brought
the various levels together in common cause. Last,
intensifying religious activity in the past three decades
tended to glue people together.

What's more, every white shared a common citizen-
ship and their freedom which, compared to the slaves
around them, was most precious. Even the poor white
male could follow in similar fashion by ruling the roost
at home over kids and wife and certainly over their
one or two slaves, emulating at | east that aspect of the
rich.

Southern Women

Most white women, no doubt like Martha, were at
times house bound with child rearing, cooking, clean-
ing, and gardening. Wealthy plantation mistresses had
some leisure, but worked hard supervising servants

and nursing the sick. Someone estimated that they were
more attached to their home life than non-Southern
women.

Plantation office and home work were inseparable;
every aspect of aworking farm was run from within
the home. All white females shared their husband’s
racial assumptions while enjoying the advantages of
property and freedom. Few identified with their slaves.

Ms Maddux’ other crops would be vegetables, corn,
sweet potatoes, along with pigs and cattle. Farmers
have had to be self-sustaining throughout history re-
gardless of the size of their purse. With luck, alarge
crop yield was prized because it provided cash to buy
coveted extras in town.

Male farmers, like Ms Maddux, after 1830, saw their
region increasingly separate from the rest of the na-
tionin palitics, economics, religion, and philosophy.

Southerners were very self-assured about their life
style. Paliticians, ministers quoting the Bible, phil oso-
phers, and scientists assured them from every angle
with factsdrawn from their individual disciplinesthat
their system was righteous and proper, even blessed
by God. Any critical outside Northern voices, though
provocative, were mostly ignored.

A Slave Owner?

Was Martha a slave owner? Especialy coming from
aVirginia county renown for its slaves? Or was she
one of the many very poor, hand-to-mouth whitefarm-
ers spread across the south? We can look for evi-
dence of the answer in the Census of 1860’s portion
showing thefinal dave-inclusions.

We know that Black’s and White's Nottoway County
had the highest percentage of slaves to whites of any
of thel48 VA counties of the day, though Richmond
(Henrico Co.) had the greatest number of black en-
davedindividualsoverall at 61,016 (32.2%).

It seems reasonable that the Maddux farm grew to-
bacco. It is labor intensive but it is questionable that
they employed slaves for this work. Tobacco was
grown from seed, set out, weeded, tasseled, harvested,
and finally slowly cured —each process done by hand.

Each acre could produce 5,000 plants, each requiring
the leaves be turned repetitively, etc. With the help of
slaves, profits would exceed any other crop. Our |et-
ter proves Ms Maddux grew some tobacco, but with
evidence from the 1860 Census below, probably not
much.
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Figure7 A cllp of the 1860 Federal Census, Sched 2 (the slave-holding part), for Lunenburg Co VA, Aug 17, 1860,
pg 64. Martha Maddux owned a 4 year old boy and her gentleman-friend owned a 45 year old female, a 9 year old
boy and 6 year old girl slave, facts denoting a poor white farm family.

By 1860 she apparently took up housekeeping with
Mr A B Skinner, as sheislisted with him on therolls.
He owned a 45 year old black female and 2 black
children, aboy 9 and agirl 6, while Ms Maddux con-
tributed only a4 year old male slave to the family ac-
count.

Infine print after her name, it says‘ Brunswick owner’.
Does that mean she held some or a mgjority of her
property stretched across the county line in next-door
(to the east) Brunswick County? The scribbled por-
tion after Mr Skinner’'s name is ‘Emf(or p)r’, which
seems meaningless. Or how about “ Employer”? Did
widowed Ms Maddux work for (at least as far as the
outside world is concerned) Mr Skinner on hisfarm?

Aside from the land they shared and the tobacco and
other crops on it, the facts show they were indeed
poor white farmers. Witness that they only owned a
few ‘token’ slaves of marginal value. Valued daves
were strong, and in their teens and 20's, with males
the most prized. They had none of these. Their daves
doubtless did what work they could, the aging female
surely cooked and did some outside work, the six and
nine year olds could do chores and lug things, while
the 4 year old could sweep, etc. Overall, these slaves
valuelay in assuaging their white pride, in an economy
completely underwritten and judged by davery’s ex-
istence.

Addendum

By 1860, the South overall was one of the wealthiest
areasintheworld. Itsper capitaincome had increased
rapidly over the previous 20 years. Such abundance
ona‘good plantation might well trickle down to the
slaves.

Slaves ate unadorned food, mostly corn and pork, but
these might bejoined by afew cabin-door vegetables,
or fish or small game, and the earned largess of their
owners.

The diet provided energy and passable nutrition. The
clothing and roof given them were far from luxurious
but most daves were not much worse off than very
poor whites. After all, slaveswere acostly investment
that needed attention and care. By comparison,
America's slaves had a higher standard of living than
many peoplein foreign countriesand in much of tribal
Africa, certainly higher than the sad lot of Russia's
peasants.

As for free blacks, there were a quarter million free
Southern blacksliving mostly inthe Upper South. They
lived difficult lives and worked on farms for meager
wages. They suffered social abuseswithout full rights
and were not allowed to testify at trial, vote, or move
about too freely. Their experience was not too differ-
ent than that of the blacks who lived in the north.

White southerners, even the poorest, ferociously pro-
tected their liberty, as the bare-foot Southern soldiers
during the Civil War show, and most, whether
slaveholders or not, believed that their independence
and economic self-interest was served by preserving
if necessary to the death their ‘ peculiar institution’.

Conclusion

From a small 2%z by 4 inch nondescript, homemade
stampless cover, awealth if information has been de-
rived, some directly and descriptively, some by infer-
ence and research in disparate, though historically
aligneddisciplines.
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As was hoped, Ms Maddux has come alive, though
guestions that can probably never be answered flood
themind: her physical characteristics, whether shesang
assheworked, if she had empathy at any point for her
little Slave boy, did she grow to care for him as a per-
son, and especialy did they both live through thewar?
Would he have stayed with his mistress as a freed-
man, preferring to stay among the common sightshe'd
grown up with (as so many would do).

We have even learned about one and maybe two of
her lovers, her status in society, not quite where she
actually lived, but close enough.

Weinferred how she probably filled her daysand made
aliving, and we know at least the ages of those among
whom she lived and who assisted her with her work.

We certainly have exposed our small fraternity of col-
lectors to the town of Black’s and White's and an as-
sumed cancel typology, and have been able to ques-
tion the garbled birth date of its post office as either
1813, 29 or 31, and so on.

Now the ‘brain pain’ has passed for another issue of
La Posta and sure enough, the enjoyment chemical
dopamine must be flowing because |’ ve arrived, after
angst and trepidation, at pleasurabl e satisfaction.

Virginia postal historians: let the writer know if you
have answered any of the conjectures and supposi-
tions made here, especially the chronology of types.
Did the Post Office agreeto change the name so many
timesin the 1870'sand 1880's? My guessisno.

And, yes, | DO want to take a drive down to
Blackstone VA to seewhat’sinthetown library’sclip-
pingfolders.

Resour ces

[Blackstone VA]

http://www.townof bl ackstoneva.com/about
[Lunanburg County VA]
http://www.lunenburgva.org/la_history.html
[Nottoway County VA]

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Nottoway County, Virginia

[Schwartz' s Tavern] http://www.nottoway.org/NCHA/
imagesdIMG_0044.JPG

[Battlefield map]

Battlefields of Mirginia...Chesapeake & Ohio Rail-
way Co (1891) at <http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/
hi storical/txu-pclmaps-virginia_battlefields 1892.jpg

[1860 Census] http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/

POSTAL HISTORIANS ON LINE

continued from page 8

Richard F. Winter [transatlantic mail] — rfwinter@bellsouth.net
Kirk Wolford [Dealer. Collects US pcs & stationery, military postal History
(all services), US p.h., possessions, & airmail]
— krkstpco@dishmail.net
Wayne Worthington [Dealer. Collects CZ military PH]
—waynew@erols.com
John Wright [Dealer. Collects Herkimer Co NY Stampless covers]
— VWr6712105@aol.com
Ken Wukasch [Columbian Expo postal history]
— kenwukasch@yahoo.com
Robert J. Zamen [Machine cancels & IL] — bzame@aol.com
Nicholas Zevos [Postal history of Northern New York]
— zevosn@potsdam.edu

POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETIES (Listed by request)
(For a Listing of ALL U.S. State Postal History Societies see the
Empire State Postal History Society)— http://www.pspsociety.org
Auxiliary Markings Club—nhttp://www.pmarkings.org
Machine Cancel Society—http://www.machinecancel.org
Michigan [Peninsular State Philatelic Society, Michagan's Postal History

Society] — http://www.home.earthlink.net/~efisherco/

Military Postal History Society—http://www.militaryphs.org
Mobile Post Office Society — http://www.eskimo.com/~rkunz/
mposhome.html
New Jersey Postal History Society — www.NJPostalHistory.org
Secretary@NJPostalHistory.org
Postal History Foundation —slusser.library@gmail.com
Postal History Society — http://www.stampclubs.com/phs/index.htm
Postmark Collectors Club — http://www.postmarks.org
The Postal History Foundation— library.phf@mindspring.com
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WAR DEPARTMENT,
HEADQUARTERS, U. 8. TROOPS
PANAMA CANAL ZONE
ANCON, C. Z.

OFFICIAL BUSINESS.

3 { SE TC AVOID
3E, $300.

Figure 1 The U.S. Troops, Panama Canal Zone, was an organization formed by the War Department to command
and coordinate activities of all United States ground forces in the Canal Zone.

U.S. Army in Canal Zone—World War |

By Wayne Worthington

Asworld nations began creating alliances that would
lead up to the “war to end al wars’, they began to
coalesce around the Triple Alliance—Germany, Aus-
triasHungary and Italy—and the Triple Entente—the
United Kingdom, France and Russia.

Meanwhile the 130+ year old United States was fo-
cused on opening the Panama Canal. It was trying to
avoid being drawninto the conflicts, but following suc-
cesses in the 100-day Spanish-American War it had
garnered its first overseas territories. These territo-
riesrequired defense and the US had little experience
in defense outside its continental borders. This inex-
perience meant the US Army had no organizations
formed to command troops in foreign geographical
areas nor know-how to command units composed of
Army, Navy and Army Air Corpsforceslocatedinthe
new regions.

In the Canal Zone, the USArmy’s 10" Infantry Regi-
ment replaced the US Marines in ground force de-
fense of the Canal area in October 1910, so the War
Department formed a geographical command named
U.S. Troops PanamaCanal Zoneto provide command
of al ground units (figure 1).

Copyright 2011 by Wayne L. Worthington

In 1914 the U.S. Troops Panama Canal Zoneremained
in command while the War Department formed sub-
ordinate area Army Departments: four for Continen-
tal defense and a Philippines and Hawaiian Depart-
ments.

The premier ground defense unit in the Canal Zone
leading up to WWI was the Coastal Artillery Com-
mand (CAC) (figure 2). Coastal Artillery companies
were formed and trained in the US in 1901. Selected
companieswere designated for Panama, and concrete
bunkerswere constructed in the Zoneto coincide with
the heavy concrete work for Canal construction. By
1911 Coastal Artillery Batteries had taken up positions
in these bunkers located at both the Atlantic and Pa-
cific entrances to the Canal.

On 15August 1914 the PanamaCanal officially opened
for traffic and seven days later the first shot of World
War | was fired. In the Zone, Army troop strengths
grew quickly for Coastal Artillery and Harbor Defense
Forcesand an embryonicAviation Section-Signal Corps
began forming albeit with extremely limited assets.
Additionally, ajoint defense board was created to co-
ordinate Navy and Army missions.
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Figure 2 The Coast Artillery
4] Command (CAC) was the
.| principal ground forces unit
‘| in the Canal Zone during
the years leading up to WWI.
This censored cover was
mailed by an artilleryman
stationed at Fort Amador
guarding the Pacific
(southern) entrance to the
Canal.

Military panners determined that an effective army  sary suppliesweretransported by mulesto Camp Otis
ground defense of the canal areawould requirestrong  from regimental warehouse at hearby Empire because
coastal and harbor defenseforcesand threeregiments  theroadswereimpassible by wagons.” On 5 July 1918,
of infantry along with support troops. To promote a  the 10" Infantry Regiment left Panamaand joined the
single chain of command for these forces, the War 14" Infantry Division in the States.

Department created the Panama Canal De-
partment (PCD) on 1 July 1917 which re-
placed the U.S. Troops Panama Canal
Zone. The WWI censor mark in the Canal
Zone was the rectangle shown in figure 3.
Thesmall box at theleft included the Army
insigniaover theinitials P.C.D. The larger
box was for censorship information. This
particular censor mark is formed with
wavy lines. The author isindebted to Paul
Ammons, MPHS, for allowing the usethis
scan.

To complete a three Infantry Regiment
defense configuration, thefirst unit would
be the 10" Infantry Regiment which was
aready stationed onthe Zoneat Camp Otis

MILITARY CENSORSHIP

mss?’;‘lv s

Figure 3 The military censor marking used on all army
mail from units of the unified Panama Canal Department

inWorld War 1.

and Las Cascadas (map 1 arrow). Figure 4 shows a - s g ]
1914 Empire posting, but the return addressis Co 9,  Figure 5 Post card view of 10th Infantry troops posed in

i fLM}"

Figure 4 Posted in Empire, this cover bears areturn address of a
soldier in Company 9, 10th Infantry, Las Casadas on the reverse.

4o sepfinmandls’

10" Inf Regt, Las Cascadas. William Ormsbee Jr front of the Las Cascadas railroad station. Source: http:/
writesin his 2005 Word War | Camps that “ Commis-  /Www.czimages.com/CZMemories/Cascadas_and_Otis/

Cas_Otis26.htm
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Figure6 Army pack ules were eeded to overcome the
rugged terrain in the vicinity of Culebra where the
Panama Canal cut through the continental divide.
Source: http://www.life.com/image/50608516

Of the Infantry Regiments that served in the WWI
Panama Canal area, the 29" Infantry Regiment had
someinteresting assignments. Formed in 1901 at Fort
Sheridan, Illinois, the regiment served two counter-in-
surgency missionsin the Philippines(1902-04 & 1907-
1909). In 1915, the 29th was sent to Panama to be
part of the defense configuration.

Near the town of Bas Obispo on the west bank of the
Canal, the Marines had created a cluster of camps.
The 29" occupied Camp Gaillard (old USMC Camp
Elliott) in 1915. (figure 7)

WAR DEPARTMEN Jl
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Figure 7 Posted by a lieutenant in the 29th Infantry
stationed at Camp Gaillard and postmarked Culebra

The 29th also had troops stationed at Culebra. The
cover shown in figure 8 was postmarked Balboa, but
that was not unusual for the Cana Zone. The total
areaisrelatively small and soldiers would often take
the train or hitch aride to town for some time off and
drop their letter in the “big city” post office.

While stationed in the Zone the 29" performed normal
training exercises like the march with full field pack
shown in figure 9.
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One of the organizations that shared space
at Camp Gaillard wasthe 5" Infantry Regi-
ment. The Regiment stationed sometroops
at Camp Gaillard and some at Empire as
showninfigure 11 The address on the back
is Company B, 5" US Infantry. As space
was needed at Gaillard for other arriving
units, the 5" sent groups of soldiersto cre-
ate an Army tent city at Paraiso. Eventu-
ally, Camp Paraiso was built up into a per-
manent base and became the home of the
5. The Regiment |eft the Zonefor training
in the States in 1918, but some of its offic-
ers and men were transferred to form the
334 Infantry Regiment. Paraiso wasnot for-
gotten, however, as the 5" Infantry Regi-
ment wasto return therein September 1939

Figure 8 The cover carried a letter from a lieutenant in the 29th

as part of the Canal’sWorld War 11 defense

Infantry regiment stationed at Culebra, but postmarked at Balboa on  force. Par aiso \_NOU|d be the _Regiment's
July 10, 1918. Given the small geographic area of the Canal Zone, it home for its entire WWII service.
was not unusual for military mail to be posted through offices

different than the home base post office.

Likeother infantry unitsinthearea, <
the 29" did a great deal of jungle
training and survey work, but the
regiment was also involved in
guarding Germans taken prisoner
in Panama. Asthewar progressed,
the regiment was needed in Europe
so in September 1918 the 29" In-
fantry left Panama.

Camp Gaillard was turned into a
large post by transferring building
materials which were no longer
needed from the PanCanal Com-
pany. Three different Regiments
housed unitsat Gaillardfrom1914- .
1918. Figure 10 shows a view of

the camp.

Figure 10 Camp Gaillard bird's eye view.

The 33 Infantry Regiment was created in the Zone
on 6 July 1916 with transfers from the 10, 5" and
29" Regiments. For this reason the 33 was known
unofficially as the “Canal Zone's Own.” The Regi-
ment was dispersed at Gaillard, Gatun, Otis and Em-
pire until after the war. It was permanently headquar-
tered at Fort Clayton in 1920. The 33" Infantry Regi-
ment remained a part of the Canal Zone defense force
under the PCD until 1941. It was transferred to the
new Caribbean Defense Command and became part
of the Caribbean bases-for-ships arrangement with
Great Britain. Their mission wasdefending Britishis-
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: * | Figure 11 This cover was
% 3| postmarked Empire, September 28,
e = | 1918. The return address on the
£o2 reverse indicates that it was sent by a
Ef{;.- : soldier in Company B, 5" US
0.~ 0
98 Infantry.
.
§J>J | Figure12
*9 = _ : R AT gL Postmarked
o E Ve ; .-I:\;,. 2 ‘ .- 5 j.:r -.__ ] o Gatun,
£ - : %mz{ o September 21,
_ A )»"A 3 \ I8 | 1918, the
=) L.k censor officer
lands in the Caribbean and Qy@ 9 (Z/ M , ndcated s
Dl_Jtch _isl an<_js and bauxite ’ ‘ = ) 33rd Infantry
minesin Guiana. Atwar’s ’ 07 Regiment.
end the 33 transferred to : '
the States and was % (:73 o
4 Ao .

disestablished. d{[) C]?_ AQ # U
A study of 33 Regiment | ' s:=tie :
censor marks show some

of the variety available for further re-
search. Figure 12 shows the censor of-

ficer indicated hisunit in pen.

Figure 13 shows a 33 hand stamp im-
posed over the censor handstamp. A vari-
ety of unit handstamps were locally cre-

ated. ) FRpevieg [
Figure 14 shows a more personal i — Roel H _{
handstamp used with the standard World i b hdey = ' .

War | censor mark.

Figure 13 A straight-line

2 o _9 , ‘g _ / 33rd Infantry handstamp
Tabis © 4. used with PCD censor
7 Bl marking.
P G I
_ 7 'f('d' XS 7\“ = Figure14 Anofficer’s
3, , S MILITARY CENSQRSHIP ¢ [LIT et s, personal handstamp used
/ nsi LB AN ) Ay with t_he PCD censor
I0nN B W] % k(i marking.
PG Dot
MY Gk 21§ G
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Worthington, Wayne L., Postal History of Army
Units on the Canal Zone, Canal Zone  Philatelist

Figure 15 Reverse side of a WM -era cover mailed fromthe Canal
Zone showing the return addrerss of an infantryman from Company
E, Puerto Rican Infantry Regiment. Courtesy of David Zemer, CZSG.

With orders for the 29" Regiment to leave the Zone,

the War Department decided to replace it in the
Panama Canal Defense force with a regiment from
Puerto Rico. The unit trained and ready wasthe Puerto
Rican Regiment—Infantry.

The Regiment, abbreviated as “PR Inf” in figure 15,
began arriving in late 1917 and elements were sta-
tioned at Camp Otis. Thanks for this cover scan goes
to David Zemer, CZSG.

Other elements of the Puerto Rico Regiment were
stationed at Empire as showninfigure 16. Inthiscase
the unit identity was abbreviated “ PRR—Inf.”
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Figure 16 A portion on the reverse side of a registered
cover mailed from Empire, Canal Zone in 1919 showing
the return address of a soldier in the Puerto Rican
Regiment—I nfantry.

The Puerto Rican Regiment—Infantry remained inthe
Cana Zonedefenseforce until war’send and returned
home to Puerto Rico in late 1919. After the war, the
Regiment was integrated into the Regular US Army
as the 65" Infantry Regiment. The 65" would return
to the Canal Zone in World War 1.

The defense of the Panama Canal makes for a com-
plex study and this material just barely scratches the
surface.

158 — 1st Quarter 2006 Issue (Vol. 42, No. 1)

Worthington, Wayne L., Coastal Artillery in the
Canal Zone, LaPosta: A Journa of American
Postal History, Volume 42. No. 1 (Spring 2011)

Worthington, Wayne L., 5™ Infantry Regiment in Canal Zone
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“God is near, do not fear — Friend, good night.”

Wartime Uses of

By Richard D. Martorelli

Mourning covers can be defined asblack-edged posted
letters or cards that were used in most countries, es-
pecialy during the 19th and early 20th centuries. They
contained announcements of a death, funeral or con-
dolences, or correspondence from someone touched
by the death of someone close to them. This death
related mail has been carried in the public mail system
of at least 250 different countries, with varying fre-
guencies by decade and geography.

The first documented use of a mourning cover, con-
taining a death notice and funeral invitation, is from
Luxembourg in 1767. Their usage peaked worldwide
andin the United Statesin the 1900-1919 period based
onasurvey of aimost 3,900 posted coversreported by
Ernest Mosher in his 2003 book Mourning Covers:
The Cultural and Postal History of Letters Edged
in Black. The defining event of thisdecade wasWorld
War |. While figures are uncertain, the most reliable
governmental figures are that the total number of
deathswas 16.5 million (including 9.7 million military
personnel and 6.8 million civilians). Approximately
1.75% of the combined
population of the 19 Allied
and 4 Central Powers
countries was killed. The
range was 2% to 4% for
the major Western Euro-
pean nations. Given the
numbers of deaths, it may
be surprising that thiswas
the first decade in which
use of mourning covers
declined. Or maybe, be-
cause of the numbers of
deaths, familieshad to put
some part of their grief
aside to make their way
forward, and so dispensed
with the stationery.

Copyright reserved by
author January 6, 2011

Figure 1 This cover was mailed in May 1937 from the city of Soria, located in an area

Mourning Covers

Given the social customs and usages, it is possible to
form specialized groupings of mourning covers used
inavarying range of human events. The use of mourn-
ing coversduring wartime would seem to be acomple-
mentary collecting interest to a military postal histo-
rian. There are many other collectors with a greater
knowledge and range of expertise and examples who
could discuss a broader scope of use in this context.
For example, adiscussion of coversrelating totheUS
Civil War period could be a book or at least several
chaptersin one, in its own. This article is limited in
scopeto select US and foreign usages during the 1935-
1945 WWII period that were found and acquired in
pursuit of military postal history.

The Spanish Civil War (1936 -1939) began with amili-
tary coup by a group of conservative generas (Na
tionalists) led by General Francisco Franco against the
established Government of the centre-left Second
Spanish Republic (Republicans) led by President
Manuel Azafia. The Nationalist coup was supported
by Spanish conservative, monarchist (seeking asepa-
rate Spanish King) and fascist groups, aswell asNazi

which the Nationalists initially controlled from the beginning of the Spanish Civil War

in 1936.
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Germany, Fascist Italy, and the authoritar-
ian Portugal of Anténio de OliveiraSaazar.
The Republican government was supported
by the Soviet Union and, through theinter- |
national communist movement they di-
rected, 32,000 volunteers from more than
20 countries. The American Government
offered no official support for either side,
but American corporations assisted the
Nationalist army, furnishing aregular sup- §
ply of non-military good such astrucksand
fuel.

The Non-Intervention Committee, ajoint
diplomatic initiative of Great Britain and
France, was established in September
1936. Its goal was to prevent the expan-
sion of the Spanish conflict, inwhichthere
was significant outside support on both
sides, from expanding into a major Euro-

Figure 2 Thisis a cover mailed intra-island on Guernsey during the
German occupation (1940-1945) and is franked with Occupation

pean war. A stated goal of the Non Inter- stamps. Note the distortion of the last digit of the year in the

vention Committee wasto prevent person-

nel and armaments from being supplied to thewarring
parties of the Spanish Civil War. Whilethiswasnoble,
in practice, it disadvantaged the Republicans. Hitler
and Mussolini paid no heed to the Committee's proc-
lamations while other members, including Belgium,
Czechoslovakia, Sweden and Ireland tried to comply.
The low point came in October 1938, when the Non-
Intervention Committee ordered thewithdrawal of the
International Brigadesfighting onthe Republican side.
The hope was that Italy and Germany would with-
draw their forcesfighting for the Nationalists and that
France and Britain would end their arms embargo on
the Republic. Since neither goal was achieved, this
action directly contributed to the victory, 6 months|ater,
of Franco’s forces. The new tank warfare tactics and
theterror bombing of citiesfrom the air were features
of the Spanish Civil War which played a significant
partinthelater general European war. During the Civil
War, the death toll was approximately 500,000 people.

The illustrated cover in figure 1 was mailed in May
1937 from the city of Soria, located in an areathat the
Nationalistsinitially controlled from 1936. Just afew
weeks earlier the infamous Condor Legion attack on
Guernica, 160 milesto the north, had occurred. Asis
visible, the letter was opened, reviewed and sealed
again with censor’s tape. Censorship is always con-
cerned with preventing the enemy from getting mili-
tary, economic or any other information (such as
weather reports) that could be useful in their efforts,
as well as writings that could be considered subver-
sive or havethe possibility of undermining the war ef-

fort or morale. The censors may have thought that a
death naotice would need to be reviewed because any
talk of death or casualtieswould be considered asdam-
aging to moral e of the populace at large, or inthe case
of overseas mail, to the international opinion of the
Nationalists.

Despitetheoverall decreasein the custom of use, there
are a number of examples of mourning cover usage
during WWII. They speak to the need to sharethoughts
and emotions with othersin atime of sadness, and to
reach out for comfort. More than anything, to me, they
speak of the daily activities of ordinary people during
trying times. The first case of thisis shown in figure
2. It was mailed locally in Guernsey to an address in
St. Peter Port during the German occupation (1940-
1945) and is franked with Occupation stamps. The
German occupation of the Guernsey and Jersey started
in July 1940 and by the end of the year Guernsey was
running out of regular postage stamps. Initialy, the Ger-
man Commandant ordered British stampsto be over-
printed with aswastika. After protestsfrom the Guern-
sey and Jersey civilian government leaders, direction
was regquested from Berlin. The German government
decided that they did not wish to antagonize the Is-
landers and denied the request.

In December, the German authorities suggested that
2d values be bisected, and used as 1d postage until
new stamps were issued. The locally designed and
produced Guernsey 1d Arms was issued in February
1941, and the ¥zd in April 1941 but because of paper
shortages, it wasn't until April 1944 that a 2%2d Arms
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stamp was issued. The
two initially issued
stamps provided post-
age for the three main
postage rates at the
time. They were un-
sealed letters at 1d,
postcards at 2d and
sealed letters at 2%42d.

In 1941, the Guernsey Post Office only had onefigure
‘1’ for the year date. The other ‘1’ in 1941 was cre-
ated by blocking out half of the figure‘0’. Asmay be
seen intheillustration, this created the appearance of
acurved ‘1" in the second ‘1" of 1941. During the
occupation, the Islanders were alowed send mail ei-
ther on or between the Channel Islands. Private let-
ters such as the figure 2 mourning cover as well as
commercial mail was sent. The letters were uncen-
sored, and could use British or the locally printed
stamps. The only restriction was in sending mail to
England or other non-German-occupied countries. The
only allowed method wasthrough the International Red
Cross “Message Scheme”, managed out of Switzer-
land and with the cooperation of the national Red Cross
organizations and governments of the warring coun-
tries. Messages were limited to 25 words, and usually
took 3-66 monthsfor delivery.

Withinthe German military

occupied countries providing an extended usage of
military mail service. Estimates based on existing in-
voices between the German Wehrmacht and the
Reichspost indicate that during World War 11, about
30to40hbillionitemsmarked Feldpost weretransported.
Aswith most of the combatant countries, to preserve
the secrecy of troop movements, each military unit
was assigned a code number. The Germans caled it a
Feldpost number (FPN), which is an equivalent term
to the British Field Post Office (FPO) or the Ameri-
can Army or Fleet Post Office (APO/FPO). Expan-
sion of the service coverage came in 1939 when the
letter prefixes “L” and “M” was attached in front of
FPN for units belonging to the Luftwaffe (Air Force)
and Kriegsmarine (Navy). Further breakdown by type
of military units was added by attaching letters at the
end of each FPN; for example, the letter “A” gener-
aly signified a headquarters company. The standard
procedure wasthat Feldpost mail could not be handled
by civilian post offices, nor could it be used by civilians
unassociated with the military. Theitem illustrated in
Figure 3 was mailed by a civilian attempting to use
thefield post system to send amourning cover to Ber-
lin. Theinappropriate usage was most likely found out
asit had no FPN or unit handstamp, and a return ad-
dress of Frau Wielts. The cover was marked postage
duewith ared-inked, singleline“Nachgebuhr”, ablue-
crayoned “ 18" and forwarded using the civilian post.

and civilian postd systems
themselves, other ex-
amples are regularly
found. Startingin 1937, the
German Armed Forces §
(Wehrmacht) had a mili-
tary mailing service that
provided postal services
within Germany at free or
nominal cost. All German
military brancheshad their
own organic postal admin-

istration in charge of re- i

ceiving and delivering mail.
For field post (“ Feldpost”)
offices closest to the com-
bat zone, amobilefacility

usually processed mail for

al military branches. The
rapid conquest of Europe
in the spring of 1940 ex-
panded the active service

Figure 3 was mailed by a civilian attempting to use the field post systemto send a
mourning cover to Berlin. The inappropriate usage was found out, marked postage due
with a red-inked, single line “ Nachgebtihr” and a blue-crayoned “ 18" and forwarded
using the civilian post.

area of the German military, and a series of postal
agreements were set up between Germany and the
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qufe Dafer, Sobn, Bruder, Sdwager

Onbaber des Ter Bt

Abgeid)

Wien, im Janner 1945

5., Dranbmayergofle 27, 214,

. & .
Gem pon Ber Seimat, Diinen Lieben, du lm]ugbarm“ L'd]mwn'
Sat Didy bar Tob babingerafjt,

B bafl bem Balerlonb geoplert

Din Leben, Delne Hralt!

2lls Hald rubl Du in frember Grde, Johanna Hummel
Dod unvergeflen, beif bemeint Tutter
Bileibt Do im Dergen Deiner Licben,

Bis [ie ber Tob mil Dir vereint.

Thereje Hummel
Baitin
Refi
FTodler

Shown in figure 4 is a memorial card for a German
soldier killedinactionin November 1944 and atypical
mailing envelope. Memorial cards such as these had
been commonplace in European culture since the
1860’s. The cards varied in size but were often 4" x
6", on heavy card stock, usually bordered and printed
in black. In the Victorian period, cards were usually
intricately embossed in awide variety of designscon-
taining symbolic elementsrepresenting divinity, eter-
nity, love, and tragedy. The large size cards of the
early part of twentieth century have been generally
replaced withasmaller 3' x 4%%’ card. The cardshave
a picture of the deceased, basic dates of birth and
death, acomment or two about the person, and some
type of aprayer or poem. They were given out to the
visitors of the funeral and relatives of the person as
part of the funerary culture and tradition, particularly
in Germany. In general, the use of death cardsismore
of aCatholic tradition (in the United States, the com-
parable cards picture areligious scene rather than the
deceased), but non-religious and other religion death
cards have been in use around the world for the last
100 years.

As| wroteabove, mourning cover usage during WWII
isevidence of the need of ordinary peopleto carry on
with“normal” traditions during trying timesasaway
to survive. One more example of that isthe mourning
cover shown in figure 5, was mailed in Quickborn,
Germany to alocal addressonApril 5, 1945. By early
April 1945, Allied forces in the west had crossed the
Rhine into Germany and were advancing rapidly and

enngleidy bein Epfertod it Jurdtbar [hmer ju frogen,
SN sl Trofl; D (bt in uns, feat” wnb in fermen Tagen!

Stefs Hoffend auf ein Wiederjehen, fraf midy bie
harte Tadridt, bap mein innigfigelicbter Satte, ber

Gejr. Vincenz Hummel

in Gdwary

am 12, Tovember 1944 im 36, Lebensjohre bef ben
Abmwehrtdmpfen in Ungarn den Helbentod fanb.

Frang Hummel
Bruber

jowie [dmflidhe DVerwanbfe,

Figure 4 illustrates a
memorial card for a German

} soldier killed in action in
November 1944 and a
typical mailing envelope.
Memorial cards such as
these had been commonplace
in Germany and were widely
used during WWII.

the Russians in the east were outside of Berlin. The
U.S. First and Ninth armies executed a double envel-
opment on 1 April 1945 in the northern Ruhr, trapping
325,000 German soldiers. Hamburg, 15 miles to the
south, wasalarge port and industrial center, with ship-
yards, U-boat pens, oil refineries and armament facto-
ries. During thewar, the city wasatarget for bombing
missions and diversionary raids over 90 times. Only a
week before this item was mailed, there was an air
raid targeting U-boatsunder construction at the Bloom
and Voss shipyards in Hamburg. While cloud cover
prevented serious damage to the shipyard, there was
considerable damage to houses, factories, energy sup-
plies and communications over a wide area of south-
ern Hamburg. The note of sympathy that would have
been included in this small envelope may have been
related to a death caused by either of these events, or
the many othersin the final weeks of the war.

igure 5 shows a mourning cover that W mailed
locally in Quickborn, Germany in April 1945 as the
Allied forces were closing in from the west and east.
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During the war, the Ger-
man government sought to
relieve the labor shortage
in the Third Reich by re-
cruitment as well as forc-
ible conscription of foreign
workers. The military
campaigns and the con-
quests of neighboring Eu- =
ropean countrieswereac- .
companied by enlistment

of thecivilian population as :
aworkforce. These labor-
erseither workedin plants
in the occupied countries
or were sent to Germany
to work. The German
Reich had concluded
agreements with friendly
and neutral states, and con-
sequently their subjects
generally came to Germany voluntarily and on terms
providing relatively good legal safeguards. Italian work-
ers, ascitizens of an alied fascist state, enjoyed aspe-
cial position at first. Between March 1941 and De-
cember 1942, around 250,000 Italian industrial work-
ers came to Germany, and in March 1943 they were
supposed to returnto Italy. After Mussolini’soverthrow
and the German occupation of Romein July 1943, the
German government refused to permit the return of
theltaliansstill working in Germany. After Italy signed
an armisticewith theAlliesin October 1943, approxi-
mately 600,000 Italian Military Internees (disarmed
Italian soldiers who were denied POW status pursu-
ant to the Geneva Convention) were deported to Ger-
many and deployed at forced labor in generally very
poor conditions. Without the deployment of foreign la-
borers, both voluntary and forced, it would have been
impossible for the German Reich to continue the war
after 1942, asproductionin the agricultural and indus-
trial sectors could not have been sustained. In Sep-
tember 1944, around 3.5 million foreign laborers and
prisoners of war were working in German industry.
Theregistered mourning cover in figure 6 was mailed
in March 1944 from Grantola, about 5 milesfrom the
northwest Italian-Swiss border, to an Italian POW in
Stalag 11-B near Braunschweig, approximately thirty
miles east of Hanover. Presumably the use of regis-
tered mail was to alow for the tracking of the letter
and itsdelivery to the addressee. The cover isfranked
with definitive stamps from the Kingdom of Italy issue
of 1929 as opposed to the Italian Social Republic
stamps, which was supposedly the government of

Figure 6 was mailed in March 9 from a town near he northwest talian—SNiss
border to an Italian Military Interneein a German POW camp

record at thetime. The Italian Social Republic was a
puppet state of Nazi Germany, created at Hitler's di-
rection by Mussolini after he was rescued by the Ger-
mans, with its only purpose being to provide some ad-
ministrative control over the northern region of Italy
still in control of the Germans.

Even though volume was down, mourning coverswere
still used in the United Statesin this period, and there
are examples that can be found with military connec-
tions. The covers shown in figure 7 are typical uses
of the black-edged envelopes, and both were mailed
from European APOs using the surface mail “free
frank” postage concession approved in April 1942. In
reading the letter enclosed in one of them, there was
no direct reference to afamily death or mourning, so
initially the usage of mourning stationary didn’t make
sense. A few months|ater, while doing other research,
| read that the official period of mourning after the
death of the president or aformer president is 30 days.
As Franklin Roosevelt died April 12, 1945, this com-
mon-number APO cover with apostmark date of April
29, 1945 was put into an entirely different category. It
was an astonishing thought that this soldier, through
just asimple act, was paying homage to, and was in
mourning for, his deceased Commander in Chief.

In many areas of philately, the classification of what
to beincluded in acollection is up to the collector. In
thisinstance, | have found two additional itemsthat |
feel are mourning covers in spirit if not in fact. The
first item is a piece of returned mail, with the inevi-
table “pointing finger”. The envelope in figure 8 is
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Figure 7 shows typical uses of
the black-edged envelopes,
mailed from European APOs
using the surface mail “ free
frank” postage concession

R TR
e Jod 74 approved in April 1942 during

the official period of mourning
after the death of President
Franklin Roosevelt.

R s e H
g (ool B

>y v tal divisional personnel count of
e s D a2 @G a) e L 8,505. This returned mail let-
< J_’ /5 7 e 5 i J_;./ /s SH ter has ahandstamp that reads
o 657 2o F2 i N et = “ Return to Sender/ VERIFIED
S s a S ; \< %j{’; ™ | /15 BASE POST OFFICE’,
¢ ol R \fi, S and a manuscript “ Deceased”

, dates from August-Septem-
ber 1944, and would have been
only one of many sent back to
family and friends when the
502 returned to England af -
ter the Normandy airborne as-
sault.

Thelastitem, illustratedinfig-
ure9, isatissue copy of alet-
ter sent (presumably) from an

eHome e

% P
/ //_, £ _L-&/ 'r“

postmarked August 1,
1944 and is addressed to
asoldier inthe 502" Para-
chute Infantry, 101% Air-
borneDivision. The502nd
PIR was among the first

units to jump into
Normandy in the predawn
hoursof June 6th 1944, be-
fore the actual seaborne
invasion of Normandy be-
gan. The regiment’s as-
signment was to secure
two northern causeways
leading inland from Utah
Beach and destroy a Ger-
man coast-artillery battery
near thetown of Ste. Mar-
tin-de-Varreville. In the
Normandy campaign, the
101 Divisionlossesinto-
tal were approximately
10% deaths, 27%
wounded and 8% missing/
captured, accounting for
3,836 soldiers out of ato-

X
Y . e

Figure 8 This envelope was mailed in August 1944 to a soldier in the 101st Airborne
Division and was marked “ Return to Sender/ VERIFIED” and a manuscript
“ Deceased” .
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AP 53k, New York
February 18, 19l

Miss Mary Rese Ryan
Asgiztont to Dirvector, MNWS
imerican Red Cross
Hational Headquarters
Hﬁshj:ﬂg’bm ]-3’ DG,

My dear Nlss Ryans . ".x

mmwﬂlmmmoﬁmm@h
death now that the War Department release has eome o :
notifieation has been sent to Washington fér her £ ‘\‘

mhwebamaﬂmwzyhardabdanﬂmsmmtmsmmm
us with distinet pride in the way St.a.ﬂ.’is eting with the
Army, the hardships and responsil s i&ﬂﬁ.s terrible « Estheris
1ife here has been one of difficult sittotions. She was on the bofibed
British Hospibal Ship this fall and ved glight injuries but was
determined e return to her umit, Her hospitall hag slways seemed to be
in the thisk of things, mdt}mﬁnaltragwmwtookherﬂemw
‘ghrapnel womhasbroﬁgh’htaaslesea of able, devoted, unselfish
service in which she was very happy. I re t&matmmmmmm
to 1ive through the difficvlt time b th\e United
Press release of " A Red Gross Worker official War Department
notificaticn whihe reached her to send any definite word
andlmawhowhrieéymmmﬁbemmﬁbolhgablemgiwmmm

Esther Richardts
and

to meny anxious fmn:L‘Lias.

‘|

sppreciate your sending on when all

Atking the moww of the
Relstions 1:- in Waal'-
fami K

The loss of oup one person among the

Red Cross women overseas.

undorstanding way,

N \

Immlosingalétﬁarmmrmﬂmd'sbmmﬂﬁchlmld

“the offiedal notifications have cleared and

at a time when you think advisable, Pletures hewe taken of her by Ollie ;

she was killed have been sent to the Publie
mdymmlmtsmofmseforber

Idomhyou‘alla‘bﬂsad@uartsrs to know that our people in the
fprrard hospitais wemt there with a fim determination to do a fine job and
gach one of them is well aware of all that may be expected of them in the full
measure of service, We have already heard most moving reports of the
work the girls aradsimi‘rmmndedaoldi&rswhohavebembroughtback.

many men and murses im relatively small
bit seems wery grest to those of us whe have learned to know and adwire the

I wish that I might see you all and have a leng chat with you, bit
I m sure that lr Stevenson will present our needs and problems in an

Figure9isatissue copy of a letter sent from an American Red Cross Field Director in Italy to the headquarters of the
American Red Cross in Washington, DC. Dated February 18, 1944, it discusses the life of the first female ARC worker

killed in battle in WM.

American Red Cross (ARC) Field Director in Italy to
the headquarters of the American Red Crossin Wash-
ington, DC. Dated February 18, 1944, it tells of how
official War Department notification had just been sent
to the family of Esther Richards, an ARC medical so-
cial worker assigned to the 95th Evacuation Hospital
located at Anzio Beach, Italy. The 95" was the first
U.Shospital in Europein World War 11, landing on the
Salerno beachhead at noon on D-day (September 9,
1943). On February 7, 1944, an attacking German plane
jettisoned itsbombswhiletrying to evadeAllied fight-
ers. Because of the limited space on the beachhead, it
wasimpossibleto put themedical facilitiesout of range
of the Germansand away from legitimate military tar-
gets. Ms. Richardswaskilled by shrapnel, along with
21 other medical staff and 6 patients, and 60 others
werewounded in the attack. The personnel and equip-
ment losses sustained were enormous (total staffing
being approximately 40 doctors, 40 nurses and 220

enlisted men) and the 95" was ordered to change
placeswith the 15" Evacuation Hospital, then stationed
at the area of Monte Cassino. Ms. Richards was the
first ARC woman to bekilled in an enemy action dur-
ing WWI1, and one of 52 women and 34 men working
for the ARC killed during the war. In addition to two
Purple Hearts (having previously been wounded at
Salerno during German attacks on the HMHS New-
foundland), Ms. Richards was awarded the War
Crossof Military Vaor (equivalent to the Distinguished
Service Cross) by the Italian Government.

Thethought often occursto mehow privileged we are
as collectors to be able to touch a piece of the past
when we hold an old envelope or letter, and how we
have aresponsibility to preserve these itemsto allow
history to be told again by future generations. In the
case of the coversdiscussed in thisarticle, | find my-
self remembering, and honoring the dead for their lives
and service. In closing, | repest the closing lyrics of
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“Taps’, the bugle call sounded nightly in military in-
stallations at non-deployed locationsto indicatethat it
is“lightsout”, but more frequently known as the call
sounded at the completion of a military funeral
ceremony....”God is near, do not fear, Friend,
goodnight.”

Bibliography
(Internet references active as of January 2011)

Axis History Forum, hosted by Marcus Wendel'sAxis
History Factbook in cooperation with Michael Miller’s
AxisBiographical Research, Christoph Awender’s
WW?2 day by day, Dan Reinbold’s Das Reich and
Christian Ankerstjerne's Panzerworld. http://
forum.axishistory.com/viewforum.php=2

Beecher, H. and Wawrukiewicz, A., “US Domestic Postal
Rates, 1872-1999, Revised 2™ Ed.”

Wawrukiewicz, A. and Beecher, H., “USInternationa
Postal Rates, 1872-1996"

CAMA Publishing Company Portland, OR
Bombing of Hamburgin World War 11

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Bombing_of Hamburg_in_World War_|I

Guernsey Occupation History http://
WWW.Ciss1950.0rg.uk/
uern occupation_history.html

The History of Memoria Cards http://
www.treasuredmemorial cards.comv/bl og/?2p=106

Ingraham, Bob “A Jerseyman protests the German occu-
pation” http://ingraham.ca/bob/jersey.html

Italian Soldier sdeported toNazi Germany during WWI1

altalian Military Interneesin Germany
http://www.catholicleague.org/
piusxii_and the holocaust/italmit.htm

b. Commission to probe WWII legal issues Nov
19th, 2008

http://www.italymag.co.uk/italy/foreign-affairs/com-
mi ssion-probe-wwii-legal -issues

c. Twelfth Armored Division Memorial Museum

http://www.12tharmoredmuseum.com/smith.asp

d. Zimmermann, Elisabeth “ Italian court to allow
claimsby Nazi victims” http://www.wsws.org/
articles/2008/jul2008/ital-j17.shtml

95" Evacuation Hospital http://www.95thevac.com/
history.htm

Red CrossCourier, American Red Cross, Washington,
DC

a. “American Red CrossRoll of Honor”, May 1945
b. “ARC overseas Workers Receive Awards’

c. “World War 11 Accomplishments of the American
Red Cross”

Schwender,Clemens* Writing about the press: German
Feldpost letters about the use and reception of news-
papers and magazines during WWI1.” http://
Www.oeaw.ac.at/cmc/wmps/pdf/schwender. pdf.

Spanish Civil War, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Spanish_civil_war

Tipon, George W. “ Surgery under stress’ World War 11,
Anzio Beachead”, Bulletin of theAmerican College of
Surgeons, Vol 91, No. 6, American College of Sur-
geons, Chicago, IL

Wiltse, Charles M, “United Sates Army in World War 11
:TheTechnical Services

TheMedical Department: Medical Serviceinthe Mediter-
ranean and Minor Theaters: Chapter V11, Anzio Beach-
head” Office of the Chief of Military History, Depart-
ment of the Army, Washington, DC 1965

IBUY POSTALHISTORY FROM

P.O. County State  Est. Disc.
CROSBY Houston AL 1886 - 1934
CROSBY White AR 1909 - 1917
CROSBY Habersham GA 1857 - 1867
CROSBY Kent MD 1889 - 1895
CROSBY Kent M 1883 - 1917
CROSBY Saint Louis MN 1885 - 1886
CROSBY Crow Wing MN 1910 - Date
CROSBY Amite MS 1934 - Date
CROSBY Jones MS 1899 - 1907
CROSBY Hamilton OH 1809 - 1818
CROSBY Caddo OK 1902 - 1902
CROSBY Divide ND 1904 - Date
CROSBY Clark NV 1883 - 1883
CROSBYVILLE Fairfield SC 1833 - 1906
CROSBY Harris T 1877 - Date
CROSBYTON Crosby X 1908 - Date
CROSBY Campbell VA 1885 - 1904
CROSBY Clay WV 1902 - 1934
CROSBY Hot Springs WY 1907 - 1933

Please send priced scans of covers or cards to:
Joe Crosby
5009 Barnsteeple Court
Oklahoma City, OK. 73142-5405
(405) 749-0939
Email- joecrosby@cox.net




Summer 2011

Duty, Honor...Inspiration
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Figure 1. Action photo taken during the Army-vs-Duke game. Picture shows Freddie
Attaya punting the ball.

By Michael Dattolico

The early 1950s was a difficult time for the United
States Army. Congress slashed defense budgets dur-
ing the post-World War 11 period, shrinking the armed
forcesasthey struggled to meet commitments around
the world. In 1950 the Korean War began, and army
units based in Japan joined United Nations forces on
the Korean peninsula. By the year’s end, Communist
Chinese soldiers entered the conflict, forcing awide-
spread retreat by the allies. Thousands of U.S. troops
were either missing in action or known prisoners of
war in Korea.

The Selective Service system conscripted large num-
bers of men for the army, as Americans became in-
creasingly concerned about the war’s progress. The
contentiousrel ationship between President Truman and
General MacArthur boiled over, resulting in
MacArthur’'s dismissal as commander of United Na-
tions forces.

But one of theArmy’sgravest crisesoccurred at home.
Shortly before graduationin 1951, West Point officials
discovered a cheating system that existed within the
corps of cadets. An investigation ensued and by mid-
summer, 90 cadets had admitted involvement and were
expelled or resigned. Of that number, nearly 40 foot-

ball players departed, leaving the varsity decimated.
Coach Earl Blaik’s son, Bob Blaik, the team'’s start-
ing quarterback was dismissed. Team captain Harold
J. Loehlein resigned. The West Point cheating scan-
dal shook the country.

News of the crisisreached Red Blaik on August 4th.
Asthe debacle unfolded, he himself considered res-
ignation but was dissuaded by General MacArthur.
Having decided to remain, Blaik faced the daunting
task of fielding a team for the upcoming 1951 sea-
son. His only option was to move the entire fresh-
man team to the varsity. After yearsof building teams
that steamrolled its opponents, Blaik felt uneasy about
his teams competitive prospects. As expected, the
next two seasons were disasters.

Until recently, | knew little about the 1951 West Point
academic scandal and even less about the football
teams’ dismal seasonsintheearly 1950s. But aletter
written by aWest Point football player depicted that
tumultuous period with unexpected poignhancy.

Cadet Fred A. Attaya wrote aletter to an admirer in
Ohio in October, 1953. Figures 1 through 3 show
part of the letter, the cover in which it was enclosed
and an autographed picture of Attaya. The letter is
shown in full at the end of this article. It expressed
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Figure 2. Letter written by
senior cadet Fred Attaya
to an Ohio fan in October,
1953.

Figure 3. Cover postmarked West
Point, N.Y. addressed to
Vermilion, Ohio.

thanks to the fan for writing and was filled with ad-
vice. Its content reflects the maturity and wisdom one
might expect from an older brother or akindly uncle.
One canimagineAttayasitting at his desk writing the
letter. Although tired from the daily routine, demand-
ing coursework and rigors of football practice, he
pausesthoughtfully ashe searchesfor theright words.
Its phrases till resonate.

...Remember that to be good, you' ve got to want
towin-but winfair!...If youlose, makeno
excuses...Give yourself credit when you do
good....Be your own judge and try to set your
goal alittle beyond your reach so you'll work
hard aways....

Fellow cadetscalled him “Freddie’. He had just com-
pleted his ‘plebe’ year in 1951 when the scandal un-
folded. Attayawas one of the freshmen football play-
ers who suddenly comprised the Black Knights var-
sity team. Frequently injured, Freddie persevered and
as his senior year approached, he was West Point's
starting fullback and punter.

Not much is known about Fred Attaya except hisleg-
endary exploits during the 1953 football season. The
West Point team went 7 — 1 — 1, won the presti-
gious Lambert Award and the admiration of Coach
Earl Blaik and his staff. Fred played a crucial rolein
defeating 7th-ranked Duke University and saw Army
defeat Navy for the first time in three years. After
that, thereislittle recorded about hislife. | resolved to
meet this tough but tender man.

| was fortunate to reach Fred Attaya on the phone at
hishomein Texas. Heisafriendly, affablemanwith a
booming voice and raucous sense of humor. | told him
about the letter he had written to afan in 1953. Fred
didn’t recall that particular letter, stating that he had
many requests for pictures and autographs in those
days. | told him that aside from hisexploitsduring the
1953 football season, little was known about him. For
the next 45 minutes, Attayahappily filled in the blanks.

Fred Attaya was the youngest of eight children born
to Lebanese immigrants who first settled in New Or-
leans. Thefamily later moved to southern Mississippi
where Fred was born. After high school he attended
Louisiana State University for ayear before entering
the United States Military Academy in 1950. He played
on the football team during hisfour yearsthere.

Attaya graduated from West Point in June, 1954, and
was commissioned into the artillery. But first he com-
pleted airborne training at Fort Benning. Fred ex-
plained, “Inthoseyears, all academy graduates had to
go through either airborne school or ranger training. |
chose airborne.” After jump school, he completed the
artillery course at Fort Sill, Oklahoma and was sta-
tioned there for a year. He then went overseas to
Germany where he spent another year. That’s when
Fred’s army career came to an end.
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Figure 4. Picture snipped from a \West
Point paper which was autographed by
Fred Attaya.

He became pensive as he explained what happened.
“1 simply couldn’t keep up,” Fred said. “ After getting
hurt playing football and becoming injured again dur-
ing airbornetraining, it all took itstoll. | resigned my
commission in 1957 for medical reasons.”

Hismilitary career finished, Fred started over inadif-
ferent direction. He earned a Masters degree in pe-
troleum engineering from the University of Oklahoma
and worked for a Wichita Falls oil company. In the
mid-60s, Fred became a Professiona Engineer, started
his own consulting business and worked with other
engineers in the petroleum industry. Now retired, he
and hiswife, Mary travel and stay active.

Fred A. Attaya— collegiate athlete, army officer and
inspiration to others.

8 October 1953
Dear Larry,

| received your letter acouple of daysago. | was
very happy to hear fromyou. It meansalot to a
player to know he has someone pulling for him
in some different part of the country. Nothing
really is worth much unless you have someone
to share it with you. That's how | feel about
football. If | know someoneiswatching or
listening personally, | play amuch better game.

| don’t know if you play or plan to play football.
Maybe you are better at baseball or tennis or
some other sport. At any rate, remember that to
be good, you'’ ve got to want to win —but win
fair! If youlose, make no excuses. Admit your

opponent was better during the time you played.
Giveyourself credit when you do good. Never be
really satisfied with aperformance. Be your own
judge and try to set your goal alittle beyond
your reach so you' |l work hard always.

That'salot of advice. But you can doiit all. Just
start working now.

| wish | had a picture to send you, but | haven't.
| hope | see you someday.

Sincerely,
Fred Attaya

References

Telephone interviews (two) with Fred Attaya during Octo-
ber, 2009.

1953 Football Team Draft Nomination (Lambert Award)
http://f orwhattheygayeonsaturdayafternoon.com/wp-53/
draft-nomination

The ' 53 Season http://

forwhattheygaveonsaturdayafternoon.com/wp-53/
season

The 1953 Army-vs-Duke Football Game

http://forwhattheygaveonsaturdayafternoon.com/wp-
1954/army-duke-1953

The 1953 Army-vs-Navy Football Game http://
forwhattheygaveonsaturdayaftemoon.com/wp-1954/
anny-navy53

“Gratitude: Patients Pay It Forward to Help Others,” Harris

M ethodist Heal th Foundation magazine. Stars Summer
2008. Referenceto Fred and Mary Attaya, page 8.

MKD Research & Consulting

Michael K. Dattolico
1417 Cascade Drive
Grove City, Ohio 43123
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Specializing in:

® manuscript editing

® research on US military
covers, US possessions

and general states postal
history

mmdattol@aol.com
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Kelleher Announces:

Two Spectacular Precedent-Setting
Additions to Our Auction Lineup.
Here’s the news:

Our great new Mail/Internet Auctions:

Danbury Stamp Sales

Reminiscent of the grand old Nutmeg sales and the days of
the huge New York-based postal bid sales, we’re delighted to
unveil our exciting new Mail/Internet Bid Sales jam-packed
with thousands of lots of attractively-valued U.S. & worldwide
stamps and postal history. Check our website to view and bid
in the latest Danbury Stamp Sales auction!

And here’s very special news for

the China/Asia specialist:

A subsidiary of Kelleher Auctions, we
are proud to introduce a new major Hong Kong-based auction venue for the
sale of China & Asian stamps and postal history. We are continually securing an
amazing array of outstanding material for these auctions held at our galleries in
Hong Kong. Selling? Contact us today!

A Division of Desicl F. Kelicher Auctions, LLC 5
America’s Ohdest $tummp Asction Cormpany -
Estmblghed 1585

Laurence Gibson
Chief Executive Officer

Our founder, =
Daniel F. Kelleher = £

Continuing our historic
traditions of service =

to the discriminating
philatelist as the oldest
continually-operated
stamp auction house in |
the United States.

We are looking for
Consignments for upcoming sales

or Outright Purchase.
Contact us today to discuss your needs!
Send, call or email for the auction catalogs for
our new Danbury Mail/Internet sales
and Dynasty public auctions in Hong Kong.

Daniel F. Kelleher Auctions, LL.C
20 Walnut Street  Suite 213 America’s Oldest Philatelic Auction House 4 Finance Drive » Suite 100
Wellesley, MA 02481 Established 1885 Danbury, CT 06810
QH; st 781.235.0090 « Fax: 781.235.0945 info(@kelleherauctions.com 203.297.6056 « Fax: 203.297.6059 ‘&
www.kelleherauctions.com
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o NEW JERSEY

New Jersey Postal History Society!
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$15 annual dues
Contact: Secretary@NJPostalHistory.org

A
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www.NJPostalHistory.org
NJPHS, 125 Turtleback Rd., Califon, NJ 07830 USA

Get Ahead of the Crowd!

NOW you can view La Posta weeks
ahead of its mail arrival in convenient PDF
format! At no extra cost, subscribers re-
ceive:

Articles with Full Color lllustrations
Searchable Text
Zoom Features for Easier Reading

How can you receive E-mail notice when the
on-line version is available? Simple! Please
check that your E-mail is correctly listed in
Postal Historians on-line, and you’ll be sent E-
notices automatically. If you’re not listed, or
listed in error, please contact Cath Clark:

lapostagal@hotmail.com

Don Tocher,

U.S. Classics;

ASDA, APS, CSA, MPHS,
USPCS

P.O. Box 679,

Sunapee, NH 03782
617-686-0288

Please see me at the shows noted below:

APS, Columbus, August 11-14, 2011,
Booth #718, 720

CHICAGOPEX, Nov, 19-21, 2011

See:

Many new items posted on my Civil War, Early 20th
Century, WWII, Prexie& B.O.B. pagesonmy

website: www.postal net.com/dontocher

DK Enterprises
APS, NSDA, USCS, MPHS, TSDA, SRS, ARA
9960 Silverdale Way NW #11
Silverdale, Wa 98383
360.692.3818 stamps@dickkeiser.com

US / World Wide stamps and Postal History
Military/Naval Covers
Censored, Internment, POW covers
US/State/Foreign Revenues, and Much More.

Always Buying Visa/Mastercard Accepted

FREE shipping on orders over $50.00

1o MATSUSH(TA-
&0 D ovieidin, #2¢
—Int Htiontos,
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COVERCRAZY2

Postal History
NEARLY 10,000 COVERS IN OUR STORE

www.covercrazy2.com

TENS OF THOUSANDS NOT YET ON THE INTERNET

Please contact with your Want list & let us know if you would like us to notify you when new
inventory arrives

A Large stock of Postal History by State, Advertising, Fancy Cancels, Machine Cancels, RPO’s,

Foreign Covers, and much more !
We look forward to hearing from you

Anne & Elwyn (Doub) Doubleday
PO Box 119
Alton, NH 03809
(603) 875-1808

annesell@worldpath.net
Elwyn@elwyndoubleday.com

,—----------------------------------\

\

4,800 pages of La Posta on two Discs

T La Posta volumes 31-40 covering the years 2000-
A Joursal o 2009—that’s 4,800 pages—on two CDs priced at
haéricn ? $17.50 each postage paid to anywhere on the planet

M . PDE Files
All articles may be referenced using the PDF “book-

MBI mark” feature on each disc, and complete searches
are easily conducted by way of the built-in PDF “key-
word” search function.

[2000-200.4)]

To Order:
send a check for $17.50 for either CD, or $35.00 for
both to La Posta Publications, 33470 Chinook
Plaza, Box 216, Scappoose, OR 97056,
or
with aPay Pal payment to rwhelbock @la-posta.com

\_------------_
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We're paying
Immediate Cash

for your POSTAL HISTORY,

interesting letters &
correspondences
ephemera and
more! Read on:
WANTED! General
U.S. & foreign postal
history at least 50
years old—including
manuscripts, paper
Americana and cover
collections and accumulations. Free
appraisals, quick decision, and we
pay vou immediately! We also pay all
postage costs. Large accumulations

-
Professional ?‘ \!'"’
Philatelist "'
ALSO: We're now
welcome. Please: no photocopies, ‘é
lists or stamps.

buying early U.S.
www.fredschmitt.com

TRAVEL
BROCHURES!

Member: Manuscript Society, ASDA, APS,

PTS (London). CSDA (Canada)

Since 19538Chmitt

Fred Schmitt &

We'll

ALWAYS Investors Ltd.
pay you International Postal History Specialists Since 1953
full market P.O. Box 387-LaP » Northport NY 11768
value. Phone: (631) 261-6600 (24 hours)

Fax: (631) 261-7744 » E-Mail: fred(@fredschmitt.com

WANTED: MAIL ROBBERY,
TERRORISM, UNUSUAL MAIL
INTERRUPTIONS
—tornadoes, hurricanes, volcanoes,

Aflar § darn, elas b
M K GARVEY,
ORACEYILLE WINK.
G
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Pouch Solen by Bandits...

Contact Dr. Seven J. Berlin,
12407 Dover Rd.
Reisterstown, Maryland 21136

Phone: 443-838-1546, E-mail-
DrStevenBerlin@yahoo.com.

MEMBER: Wreck & Crash Mail Society

United States
& Worldwide
Postal History

Photocopy Approval Service
U.S. and Worldwide, mostly 20t
Century, priced in the $10 to $200
range. What can | offer?

U.S. Town Cancels
D.P.O.’s, machine, advertising,
R.P.O.’s and much more are fea-
tured in my free states pricelists.
Which state may | send?

http://postalhistory.com

P.O. Box 94822

Las Vegas NV 89193
(800) 594-3837

702-369-1939

USA POSTAL HISTORY

Colonial to Prexies: Maritime, Destinations,
Expos, DPOs, Railroad, Territorial, CSA,

Express, Possessions, & Military

APS StampShow
Columbus, OH
August 11-14

STEPHENT.TAYLOR
5 Glenbuck Road
Surbiton, Surrey
England KT66BS

Coverson Ebay: americaninbritain

Phone 01144-208-390-9357
Fax 01144-208-390-2235
info@stephentaylor.co.uk
www.stephentaylor.co.uk

Your American dealer in Britain

®

2 »
Est. 1914
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Unusual, Exhibitable,
Challenging Covers

Wide Range of Areas. Please Go to:

eBay Store <POSTAL HISTORY MALL>
Want Lists Solicited
WANTED: Worldwide SpecialDelivery Stamps on Cover, Card, Tags

Robert L. Markovits, Quality Investors
PO Box 178 Stockbridge MA 01262
rimarkovits@aol.com
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Visit La Posta's On-line Cover Shop

http://www.la-posta. com/Store/Cover?%20Shop. htm

e

bt

XXX RAAR

@ RECENT ADDITIONS: Prexies, Registered Covers, States (Especially
Washington) & RPOs®

Shop using credit card through Paypal, or e-mail us your order direct and pay by check.

helbock @la-posta.com or lapostagal @hotmail.com
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\X/e build
America’s great

collections of...

Postal History

We consistently have an eye toward the
rare and unusual in 19th and early 20th
century covers. New material is added

every day of the year. Check with us often, = |

Essays & Proofs

We believe our stock of this material is
the finest ever assembled. Let us give
your collection the strength it deserves.
What do you need?

Philatelic Literature

From great literature rarities to our own
respected publications in the past 20 years,
we can fulfill your needs in U.S., Confederate
and Canadian philatelic literature.

Call us with your
Want List—and see
our stock on our
huge website.

Our inventory is
continually growing!

Passed By Army Censor
A Catabagia of 175, Aras

Catnam Mahiongs | ol

The Pany Express
A Postal Histoey

Phone: (847) 462-9130 + Email: jim@jameslee.com

www.JamesLee.com
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Searching for

HOLMES COUNTY, OHIO COVERS
Berlin —ms, CDS, and especially Straight Line Cancels on Stampless.
Baddow Pass Manning
Becks Mills Morgan Settlement*
Benton* Mount Hope*
Black Creek* Nashville*
Buena Vista before 16 Feb 1852 Paint Valley
Clark’'s* Palladium
Clark Pictoria
DeWitts Ridge Prarie*
Dino Salt Creek*
Doughty Saltillo
Drake's* Special
Farmerstown Stilwell
Grade Trail
Hard Tuttleville*
Holmesville* Walnut Creek
Humpreys Villa* Walnutcreek 1895-06
Humpreyville Ward's*
Jones Corner Wineshurgh*
Killbuck*
Lakeville
* = Stampless

Write/E-Mail Call: Larry Neal, P.O. Box 209,
Walnut Creek, OH 44687 (330) 275-0732
thenealnest@yahoo.com

Alaska Collectors Club

APS Affiliate #218

Dedicated to developing awider interest in the study
and preservation of Alaska's Postal History.

We are awide-ranging group of collectors who are
interested in all aspects of the postal history of Alaska.
From thefirst covers under United States ownership to

the latest events, we try to cover the gamut of Alaska
postal history.

Some of our features:

“<*Quarterly Journal, The Alaskan Philatelist
«*Auctions of Alaska material
+»Fellowship with other Alaska collectors

Dues $15.00, information available from:

Eric Knapp
Secretary/Treasurer

4201 Folker Street, Unit 102
Anchorage, AK 99508 -5377
E-mail: eknapp@gci.net

ARIZONA - NEW
MEXICO

POSTAL HISTORY
SOCIETY

Seeks NEw MewMBERS, WHo SEek NEw
MaTERIAL, NEW INFORMATION AND NEW FRIENDS

DUES $10 ANNUALLY

Receive “The Roadrunner”
Quarterly Newsletter

Trade Duplicates at Winter
and Summer Meetings

Contact: J. L. Meyer,
20112 West Point Dr.,
Riverside, CA 92507

ATTENTION

PostaL History & LITERATURE DEALERS

Trade discounts are available on

United Sates Post Offices, Volumes 1-8,
as well as other La Posta Publications.

WRITE OR CALL:

JameskE. Leg,
P.O. Drawer 36,
Cary, IL 60013-0036
Voice: 847-462-9130
Fax: 847-462-9140
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Isn’t it Time to Treat Yourself to the
Gold Standard in Philatelic Certificates?

Act Now to Get Your First
Philatelic Foundation Certificate for Just $5

ot all philatelic certificates are created equal. Certificates issued by the experts at the

Philatelic Foundation are recognized as the “gold standard” by collectors and dealers
around the globe. If you haven’t yet taken advantage of our expertise, now is the time. To
welcome you to our family of Philatelic Foundation clientele, we’re offering a special low $5
fee for your first stamp submission.

Philatelic Foundation Certificates are the standard for confidence in buying and selling.
Time and again the knowledge and experience of our experts, backed by the best reference
collection in the industry, has combined to add great value to stamps submitted for opinions.
We not only provide the most accurate opinions available, but also the most informative ones.

Submit Your Stamps Today for a PF Certificate
Call 1-212-221-6555 or visit www.PhilatelicFoundation.org today to download a
submission form. Fill out the one-page form and send it to us with your stamp or cover. You
pay only $5 for your first Philatelic Foundation Certificate.

Philatelic Foundation Certificates have been the “‘gold standard” of philatelic
certificates for over 65 years.

The Philatelic Foundation
70 West 40th Street, 15th Floor

New York, NY 10018

(212) 221-6555
www.PhilatelicFoundation.org

75



76

WholeNumber 246

INTRODUCING EXPONET
THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL ON-LINE PHILATELIC EXHIBITION

EXPONET (http://www.exponet.info) is a virtual, non-competitive international philatelic exhibit with more than 380 entries.
With EXPONET, collectors can present their postal history and stamp collections on-line. EXPONET was started in 2004, and is
now an integral part of the philatelic web site JAPHILA. It iswritten in English, and also translated into several other languages.
It has been viewed by 2 million visitors so far!

The aim of EXPONET isto provide a permanent presentation of high quality philatelic exhibits, and to facilitate on-line study
for visitors throughout the world. Our intention is to make exhibit-viewing available to everybody, regardiess of distance, and to
promote the philatelic hobby.

Exhibiters are not charged an entry fee, and criteriafor exhibiting on EXPONET are explained on-line. In-brief, exhibits must be
interesting, of high quality, and have some philatelic value. It's no problem to show a good exhibit which so far hasn’t been
exhibited or awarded. On the other hand, we don’t accept an exhibit which isn’t well worked through—even if it has been
previously awarded.

We don't limit the size of the exhibit, but the optimal sizeis 5 to 10 frames, which meets APS and FIP regulations. High quality
scans are a necessity.

Exhibits are classified in three groups, with professionally juried awards.

1. Hall of Fame - Exhibits which have achieved high awards at national and international shows will be classified in the Hall of
Fame.

2. Very fine and outstanding exhibition

3. Open Class for exhibits having achieved Bronze, new exhibits, youth exhibits, etc.

EXPONET was founded by private individuals:

1. Milan Cernik, collector of postal stationery, exhibitor, and philatelic auctioneer at www.pac-auction.com
2. Bretislav Janik, webmaster-Japhila daily magazine www.japhila.cz; Secretary-World Stamp Exhibit Committee, Prague-1988.

3. Vit Vanicek, vice-president of the Union of Czech Philatelists and President-World Stamp Exhibit Committee-Prague-2008.

VISIT EXPONET AT http://www.exponet.info
Contact: Milan Cernik, icernik@volny.cz or Bretislav Janik, janik@japhila.com

PROFESSIONAL POSTMARK

I will execute to
your exact
specifications
accurate tracings
of plain or fancy

postmarks, La Posta Backnumbers

cancels and maps. My work has appeared in La
Posta in both the Washington Territorial Backnumbersof La Postamay be purchased
postmark series by Richard A. Long and the from:
19th Century Colorado postmark series by Sherry Straley
Richard Frajola. 1400 Rowena Way

If you’ve been thinking of a postmark Sacramento, CA 95864
catalog project, or any research which requires Anindex of all backnumbersthroughVolume
well-executed postmarks or maps for 28 has been completed by Daniel Y. Meschter

illustrations, but do not have the time required to
accomplish the tracings, drop me a line or give
me a call with the particulars, and I will give you

and isavailableon the La Posta website at
WWW.|a-posta.com.

a quote. To order backnumberscall Sherry at 916-359-
JANE DALLISON 1898, fax 916-359-1963 or send her an E-mail
PO Box 296 Langlois, OR 97450 at sherry@4agent.org.

Phone 541-348-2813
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LA POSTA

CLASSIFIED ADS

ONLY 5 CENTS PER WORD DELIVERS YOUR MESSAGE TO THE LARGEST
AND BEST INFORMED GROUP OF POSTAL HISTORIANS IN AMERICA

Word Count 1 issue 3 issues 6 issues
1-25 $1.25 $3.12 $5.94
26-30 $1.50 $3.75 $7.14
31-35 $1.75 $4.35 $8.28
36-40 $2.00 $4.98 $9.48
41-45 $2.25 $5.61 $10.68
46-50 $2.50 $6.24 $11.88
51-55 $2.75 $6.84 $13.02
56-60 $3.00 $7.47 $14.22
61-65 $3.25 $8.10 $15.42
66-70 $3.50 $8.73 $16.62
71-75 $3.75 $9.33 $17.76
76-80 $4.00 $9.96 $18.96
81-85 $4.25 $10.59 $20.16
86-90 $4.50 $11.22 $21.36
91-95 $4.75 $11.82 $22.50
96-100 $5.00 $12.45 $23.70
SOCIETIES FOR SALE: COVERS

CANADA AND BNA POSTAL HISTORY!
The British North America Philatelic Society
offers members an outstanding quarterly jour-
nal BNA Topics, an on-line library, a substan-
tial discount on BNAPS books, an annual
convention, and numerous regional and study
groups. Info: www.bnaps.org or contact the
Secretary, David Jones, 184 Larkin Dr.,
Nepean, Ontario K2J 1H9 Canada [42-3]

FOR SALE: COVERS

DO YOU COLLECT State Postal History,
Doane Cancels or cancels of any kind? Now
38 States online plus Dakota Territory and
more coming. Over 9000 covers online
with1500 of them pictured. Website: http://
www.towncancel.com/ Gary Anderson, P.O.
Box 600039, St. Paul, MN. 55106. Email:
garyndak@comcast.net. [42-3]

COVER AUCTIONS, NAVY/MILITARY; Clas-
sics; Submarines; Surface Ships; Locations;
APQ;s; POSTCARDS; MEMORABILIA. Mix-
ture of commercial; philatelic; wartime cov-
ers. Free illustrated catalogues. Jim Smith
(USCS, MPHS), Box 512, Oshtemo, Michi-
gan 49077 [42-3]

DPO’s, RPO’s, ships, Doanes, Expos, ma-
chines, military, advertising, auxiliaries, and
more! My Mail Bid Sales offer thousands of
postal history lots. Write/ call for sample
catalog. Jim Mehrer, 2405-30th Street, Rock
Island, IL 61201. Phone: (309) 786-6539.
Email: mehrer@postal-history.com. Internet
web site: http://www.postal-history.com.
[42-3]

TOWNS:WANTED

All States and categories wanted! Better
consignment material always needed for
my bi-monthly Mail Bid Sales. Write/ call for
consignment details. Jim Mehrer, 2405-
30th Street, Rock Island, IL 61201. Phone:
(309) 786-6539. Email: mehrer@postal-
history.com. Internet web site:
http://www.postal-history.com. [42-3]

HATHERLY MASS Postmark, 1887-1906,
Covers, postcards. Send scan, photocopy
and price to Daniel Lucas, 29 Cottonwood
Ln., Rockland, Mass 02370.
dal941l@verizon.net [ 43-3]

TOWNS: WANTED

PHILLIPS COUNTY, MONTANA. | am devel-
oping a personal collection of postal history
of the post offices which have existed in
Phillips County, MT. (This is the county in
which | was born and grew to adulthood). |
hope to acquire postal covers and postcards
(especially PPAs) from all these post offices.
The collection dates will span from approxi-
mately 1900 to 1970. Among the postmarks/
post offices for which | am still looking are:
Alkali, Bellealta, CeeKay, Cole, Cowan,
Freewater, Greve, Leedy, Legg, Lonesome,
Lost Lake, Strater, Waleston, Whitcomb,
Ynot and Zenon...and others. Please send
descriptions or photocopies/scans with ask-
ing price, by e-mail or postal mail to: Evert
Bruckner, 1724 Morning Dove Lane,
Redlands, CA 92373. e-mail:
ebruckner@earthlink.net [42-3]

NORTH DAKOTA: all postal history wanted
from territorial to modern. Send photocopies
or on approval. Gary Anderson, P.O. Box
600039, St. Paul, MN 55106 42-3]

SPOKANE FALLS / SPOKANE, WA. 1872-
date wanted: Territorial, registered, postage
due, certified, commercial airmail, foreign
destinations, unusual station cancels, us-
ages, and postal markings. Send descrip-
tion or photocopies/scans to Larry Mann, 655
Washington PL SW, Mukilteo, WA 98275
Larrymann02@aol.com [42-3

WESTPORT WA Collector seeking older ad-
vertising covers and pre-1950 postcards from
Westport, WA. Contact: Douglas Olson, PO
Box 2177, Westport, WA 98595 [42-3]

NOTE:

EXPIRATION DATE SHOWN
ATEND OF EACHAD, i.e.,
[42-1], MEANS AD WILL
EXPIRE WITH THIS ISSUE.

AD DEADLINE FORNEXT
ISSUE:

August 10, 2011
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MILITARY: WANTED

ALASKA & WESTERN CANADAAPOSs,
interesting Pan American (Scott 294-299)
issues on cover and Pittsburgh/Allegheny
County covers from 1851-1861. Send
Xeroxes or scans and pricing to Bob
McKain, 2337 Giant Oaks Drive, Pittsburgh,
PA 15241 (57-vette@comcast.net) [43-3]

WANTED ON APPROVAL: KOREAN WAR
COVERS, 1950-1953 with U.S. MARINES re-
turn addresses & postmarks that read U.S.
NAVY/12867 Br./Unit No., also 14009, 14011,
14012, 14021. Also, ship covers sent by Ma-
rines while on active Korean war duty; also
collect stamped mail & Registered (not free-
franked) from any service branch in Korea
from June 27 1950 — Dec 31, 1950. Please
send scans and prices to Cath Clark,
lapostagal@hotmail.com

COLUMBIAN COVERS:
WANTED

1¢ COLUMBIAN (Scott US #230) COVERS
for eventual exhibit. Early/late uses, multiples
on cover, unusual destinations, fancy cancels,
etc. Also collecting 1893 Columbian Expo
covers & paper ephemera. Send scans, pho-
tocopies, or on approval to: Doug Merenda,
PO Box 20069, Ferndale, Ml 48220-0069 or
ddm_50@yahoo.com [41-4]

DISPLAY ADS

WholeNumber 246

DOANE CANCELS:
WANTED

Buy, sell and trade Doane Cancels of all
states. Send photocopies or on approval.
Gary Anderson, P.O. Box 600039, St.
Paul, MN 55106 [42-3]

PREXIES: WANTED

URGENTLY NEED 4%:¢ Prexies for
collection. Looking for covers, proofs,
printing varieties. Anything that fits into a
specialized collection. Describe with
asking price. Howard Lee, Box 2912,
Delmar, CA 92014. Tel: 858-350-7462.
Email: gimpo@adnc.com [42-3]

SUB-STATION POSTAL
MARKINGS: WANTED

SUB-STATION postal markings containg
“sub” dated between 1889 and 1912 from
any US city. Send photocopies to Dennis
Pack, 1915 Gilmore Ave., Winona, MN
55987 [42-3]

XX K
//r( ,/

’/
V

DISPLAY A

FOREIGN: WANTED

COMMERCIALAIR air covers, 1945 or
earlier, any intercontinental mail, i.e, Europe
to Asia, North America to Africa, Australia to
Europe, etc. Send scans or photocopies for
my offer, or on approval to Richard Helbock,
PO Box 100, Chatsworth Island, NSW
2469, Australia or helbock@la-posta.com

WANTED: MISCELLANY

ILLUSTRATED ADVERTISING card/covers:
Buffalo/Pawnee Bill, Wild West Show, P.T.
Barnum, western lawmen; WWI New-
foundland. Mario, Box 342, Station Main,
Saskatoon, Sask., Canada S7K 3L3 [43-3]

LITERATURE: FOR SALE

19th Century Cleveland, Ohio Postal
Markings by Thomas F. Allen, a 122-page
book packed with information helpful to all
postal historians, only $8.00 postpaid for
La Posta subscribers G-P Stamp Club,
7280 Hudson Road, Kent, OH 44240 [42-3]
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. La Posta Publications

33470 Chinook Plaza, #216,
Scappoose OR 97056
email: helbock@la-posta.com

We hope that you have enjoyed our journal and | wish to cordially invite you to become a subscriber.

LA POSTA is published four times a year and provides over 300 pages of research, news and information
regarding all aspects of American postal history. With a subscription price of just $25 per year, most of our
readers consider usto be the best bargain in postal history today.

| hopeyou will find La Posta worthy of your support. If so, please take amoment to fill out the form below and
send us a check in the amount of $25, or pay via credit card at www.la-posta.comvjournal .htm to begin your
subscription with our next issue.

Sincerely yours,

%A...a W Wbl
Richard W. Helbock,
Publisher

La Posta Publications
33470 Chinook Plaza, #216
Scappoose, OR 97056

Hello Richard & Cath:

Yes, I'll give La Posta atry. You may begin my subscription with the Volume 42, Number 3 (Autumn 2011)
issue. Enclosed is my check in the amount of $25.00.**

Name:

Address:

City, State, ZIP;

**The $25 per volume rate applies to US domestic addresses only. Please consult page 1 of this issue for
current overseas & Canadian rates. Pay via credit card through Pay Pal at www.la-posta.convjournal .htm
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Name: Company:
Billing Address: City:
State: Zip: E-mail:

| understand that ad fees are payable in advance unless other arrangements are made.

Date: Signature: (E-mail acknowlegement O.K.)

DISPLAY ADS may be run on a contract basis for one-to-four insertions. You may change ad contents of
inside pages at any time, provided advance notice is given. Contract rates are as follows:

INSIDE PAGES

Ad Size One Issue Two |ssues Four Issues
1/8-page O0=%$20.00 O=$36.00 O=$60.00
1/4-pagc O0=$38.00 O=%$72.00 O0=%$130.00
1/2-page O0=%$68.00 O=%$132.00 O=%$254.00
1-page O0=%$120.00 O=%$236.00 O0=%$462.00
NEW

INTERNET ONLY — FRONT PAGE - COLOR
(FULL PAGE) O=%$150.00 — Page 1

BACK COVER
(/2 PAGE, COLOR) Two Issues O=$350.00

Four Issues O=$600.00
*Note — Inside cover & back cover ads must be taken out for a minimum of two issues.

DEADLINES FOR INSIDE & INTERNET PAGES: Spring issue — 10 Feb, Summer issue — 10 Apr,
Fall issue — 10 Aug, Winter issue — 10 Nov.

DEADLINES FOR BACK COVER COLOR AD:
Spring & Summer issue — 10 Nov, Fall and Winter issue— 10 April

We will run your black and white ad in color on our website for no extra charge. If you would like
us to create an ad for you, at no extra charge, please attach your business card or write in what
you would like to say on the back of this form.

E-mail your ad to Cath Clark at: lapostagal @hotmail.com
or send to: La Posta, PO Box 65, Harwood, NSW 2465 AUSTRALIA
Payment by check (U.S. bank) to La Posta Publications.
Payment by Paypal to: turtledragon@helbock.net

Phone Between 3:00 pm & 10:00 pm PST
(011) (61) (2) (6645-1829)
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International Air Mail during the Pre-WWII Era:

Scarcity According to Origins & Destinations

Appendix A
Statistical support for theoretical bilateral air mail flow maps
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Table 1 Theoretical Bilateral Air Mail Flows to/from USA

. Distance US- . ;
comty  TMAI Comyn SOV w0 mou At
(thousand miles)
CANADA 9.52 0.441 3.37 72.7 3 8 83.7
GREAT BRITAIN 47.40 3.963 5.148 61.6 3 64.6
GERMANY 62.57 4.415 3.556 50.4 50.4
FRANCE 40.74 4.147 4.192 41.2 41.2
ITALY 40.58 4.832 2.8%4 243 243
MEXICO 15.50 1.683 1.574 14.5 8 225
SPAIN 2213 4.192 2.556 13.5 13.5
BRAZIL 37.35 5.285 1.142 8.1 5 13.1
ARGENTINA 10.87 5.56 3.621 741 5 12.1
COLOMBIA 7.83 2.696 1.577 46 5 9.6
IRELAND 297 3.672 2972 24 2 5 9.4
AUSTRALIA 6.26 9.236 4.564 3.1 1 5 9.1
NETHERLANDS 7.53 4121 4.956 9.1 9.1
BELGIUM 7.87 4.154 4.681 8.9 8.9
NEWFOUNDLAND 0.26 1.752 3.37 0.5 3 5 85
VENEZUELA 3.03 2498 2.831 34 g 8.4
PANAMA 0.45 232 2 0.4 8 8.4
CUBA 3.58 1.326 1.196 3.2 5 8.2
POLAND 29.59 4.682 1.593 10.1 2 8.1
SWITZERLAND 3.96 4.417 5.966 5.3 2 73
CHILE 4.00 5.292 2.655 20 5 7.0
PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 11.41 8.139 1.348 1.9 5 6.9
NEW ZEALAND 1.34 8.189 4.327 0.7 1 5 6.7
GUATEMALA 2.00 1.881 1.358 14 5 6.4
HAITI 2.50 1.844 1 14 5 6.4
PALESTINE 0.85 6.203 2 0.3 1 5 6.3
CZECHOSLOVAKIA 14.36 4.552 2.552 8.1 2 6.1
AUSTRIA 6.54 4.701 2.833 39 2 5.9
EL SALVADOR 1.66 1.943 0.922 0.8 5 5.8
ECUADOR 2.00 2.953 1 0.7 5 5.7
SWEDEN 6.07 4.287 3.991 5.7 5.7
PERU 5.55 3.775 1.74 26 3 5.6
HONDURAS 0.77 1.913 1.372 0.6 5 5.6
NICARAGUA 0.65 2.05 1.456 0.5 5 53
COSTARICA 0.52 2.205 1.66 0.4 5 54
PARAGUAY 0.85 5 1.5 0.3 5 5.3
CHINA 438.85 7.073 0.565 35.1 -30 5.1
INDIA 318.94 7.485 0.68 29.0 1 -25 5.0
UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 6.93 8.679 1.7 14 3 44
BOLIVIA 3.46 4.204 1.6 1.3 3 43
DENMARK 343 4.264 5.291 43 43
HUNGARY 8.46 4.839 2.374 4.2 42
URUGUAY 1.76 5.645 3.221 1.0 3 4.0
ROMANIA 17.50 5.226 1.184 4.0 40
YUGOSLAVIA 12.02 5.002 1.147 28 1 38
CEYLON 512 8.985 1.26 0.7 1 37
MALAY STATES 2.53 9.28 1.54 0.4 1 34
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Table 1 Theoretical Bilateral Air Mail Flows to/from USA

LIBERIA 2.00 5.257 1 04 1 2 34
TURKEY 13.66 5492 1.357 34 34
NIGERIA 18.77 5.957 0.75 24 1 34
HONG KONG 0.87 7.804 2.2 0.2 1 2 3.2
STRAIT SETTLEMENTS 0.96 9.372 2.2 0.2 1 2 3.2
KENYA 2.74 8.014 0.65 0.2 1 2 32
BRITISH GUINANA 0.31 3.018 2 0.2 1 2 3.2
EGYPT 1417 6.148 0.9 2.1 1 3.1
MONACO 0.02 4546 6 0.0 3 3.0
USSR 157,61 4.988 25 79.0 -76 3.0
GREECE 6.44 5.448 2418 2.9 29
NORWAY 2.79 4,051 3638 25 25
PORTUGAL 5.62 4,008 1.732 24 24
PERSIA 10.00 6.502 15 23 23
JAPAN 66.34 6.313 212 23 -20 23
DUTCH EAST INDIES 51.01 9.818 1.002 5.2 3 22
FINLAND 3.56 4.443 2702 2.2 22
SURINAM 0.14 3.18 2 0.1 2 2.1
FRENCH WEST AFRICA 13.54 4,541 0.65 19 1.9
KOREA (CHOSEN) 19.52 6.544 1.247 3.7 -2 17
ANGLO-EGYPTIAN SUDAN 7.01 6.957 0.6 0.6 1 16
BULGARIA 548 5.206 145 15 15
ALGERIA 6.06 4,647 11 14 14
GOLD COAST 211 5.835 11 04 1 14
MOROCCO 423 4263 14 14 14
FRENCH INDO CHINA 19.84 8.698 0.6 14 14
BELGIAN CONGO 8.51 7.081 11 13 13
UGANDA 3.15 7.732 0.65 0.3 1 13
TANGANYIKA 446 8.409 0.42 0.2 1 12
SIERRA LEONE 1,54 5.029 0.6 0.2 1 1.2
LITHUANIA 225 4796 24 11 14
NORTHERN RHODESIA 1.24 8.249 0.66 0.1 1 1.4
SOUTHERN RHODESIA 0.87 8.502 0.7 0.1 1 1.4
SOUTH WEST AFRICA 0.26 7.983 2 0.1 1 14
AFGHANISTAN 12.00 6.977 0.6 1.0 1.0
LATVIA 1.87 4,568 25 1.0 1.0
FIJI ISLANDS 0.16 7.24 1 0.0 1 1.0
ZANZIBAR 0.13 8.41 1 0.0 1 1.0
ADEN 0.05 7.62 0.8 0.0 1 1.0
SIAM 9.83 8.565 0.8 0.9 0.9
SYRIA 242 6.15 2 0.8 0.8
ESTONIA 112 4477 3 0.8 0.8
IRAQ 285 6.438 13 0.6 0.6
ANGOLA 412 7.192 1 0.6 0.6
TUNISIA 216 4,949 11 05 0.5
SAUDI ARABIA 3.00 7.011 11 05 0.5
ETHIOPIA 10.00 7.565 0.35 05 0.5
MOZAMBIQUE 348 8.914 11 04 04
NEPAL 5.60 7.625 05 04 04
MADAGASCAR 3.62 9.382 0.95 04 04
FRENCH SUDAN 263 5116 0.6 0.3 0.3
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Table 1 Theoretical Bilateral Air Mail Flows to/from USA

IVORY COAST 1.72
YEMEN 2.50
FRENCH EQUATORIAL AFRICA 3.13
LUXEMBOURG 0.27
ALBANIA 0.83
LIBYA 0.80
ICELAND 0.10
ERITREA 0.40
FRENCH GUIANA 0.04
GREENLAND 0.01
UNITED STATES 120.01

5.651
1.447
7.081
4.266
5.139
5.25
2.963
7.239
3.348
2.1

0.8
0.57
3.5
0.879
0.8

0.35

0.5

0.3
0.3
0.3
0.2
0.1
0.1
0.1
0.0
0.0
0.0

0.3
0.3
0.3
0.2
0.1
0.1
0.1
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
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Table 2 Theoretical Bilateral Mail Flows to/from Australia

Population 1930

Distance Australia-

GDP per Capita

Country (millions) Country A (thousand 1935 (thousand $) B*D/C Language Affinity Mail Volume
miles)
GREAT BRITAIN 47.40 10.563 5.148 231 1 100 1241
UNITED STATES 120.01 9.236 4.908 63.8 1 64.8
NEW ZEALAND 1.34 1.338 4.327 4.3 1 50 55.3
INDIA 318.94 6.478 0.68 33.5 1 10 445
UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 6.93 6.884 1.7 1.7 1 25 21.7
GERMANY 62.57 10.006 3.556 222 222
STRAIT SETTLEMENTS 0.96 3.925 22 0.5 1 20 215
FRANCE 40.74 10.544 4192 16.2 16.2
DUTCH EAST INDIES 51.01 3428 1.002 14.9 14.9
CANADA 9.52 9.671 3.37 3.3 1 10 14.3
MALAY STATES 2.53 4111 1.54 0.9 1 10 11.9
IRELAND 297 10.699 2972 0.8 1 10 11.8
ITALY 40.58 10.141 2.894 11.6 11.6
HONG KONG 0.87 4574 22 0.4 1 10 114
KENYA 2.74 7.562 0.65 0.2 1 10 11.2
PALESTINE 0.85 8.784 2 0.2 1 8 9.2
NIGERIA 18.77 9.673 0.75 1.5 1 5 75
EGYPT 14.17 8.959 0.9 14 1 5 74
CEYLON 5.12 5.439 1.26 1.2 1 5 7.2
NETHERLANDS 7.53 10.346 4.956 3.6 3 6.6
NORTHERN RHODESIA 1.24 7.136 0.66 0.1 1 5 6.1
SOUTHERN RHODESIA 0.87 7.39 0.7 0.1 1 5 6.1
FIJI ISLANDS 0.16 1.997 1 0.1 1 5 6.1
SOUTH WEST AFRICA 0.26 7.52 2 0.1 1 5 6.1
BELGIUM 7.87 10.408 4,681 35 2 543
ARGENTINA 10.87 7.357 3.621 54 54
SWITZERLAND 3.96 10.3 5.966 2.3 3 53
SPAIN 22.13 10.996 2.556 5.1 5.1
NEWFOUNDLAND 0.26 10.877 3.37 0.1 1 4 5.1
BRAZIL 37.35 8.408 1.142 5.1 5.1
HUNGARY 8.46 9.801 2.374 20 3 5.0
AUSTRIA 6.54 9.931 2.833 1.9 3 49
POLAND 29.59 9.692 1.593 49 49
DENMARK 343 9.968 5.291 1.8 3 4.8
SIAM 9.83 4.686 0.8 1.7 3 47
CZECHOSLOVAKIA 14.36 9.998 2.552 3.7 1 47
GREECE 6.44 9.529 2418 1.6 3 4.6
SWEDEN 6.07 9.692 3.991 25 2 45
ANGLO-EGYPTIAN SUDAN 7.01 8.449 0.6 0.5 1 3 45
YUGOSLAVIA 12.02 9.746 1.147 14 3 4.4
CHINA 438.85 4.245 0.565 58.4 -54 4.4
UGANDA 3.15 7.861 0.65 0.3 1 3 4.3
TANGANYIKA 4.46 7.194 0.42 0.3 1 3 43
GOLD COAST 211 9.765 1.1 0.2 1 3 42
SIERRA LEONE 1.54 10.426 0.6 0.1 1 3 4.1
BRITISH GUINANA 0.31 9.787 2 0.1 1 3 4.1
PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 11.41 3.889 1.348 4.0 4.0
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Table 2 Theoretical Bilateral Mail Flows to/from Australia

IRAQ 2.85 8.324 1.3 0.4 3 34
MEXICO 15.50 8.059 1.574 3.0 3.0
ZANZIBAR 0.13 7.195 1 0.0 2 3.0
MONACO 0.02 10.397 6 0.0 3 3.0
ADEN 0.05 7.64 0.8 0.0 2 3.0
FRENCH INDO CHINA 19.84 4.244 0.6 2.8 2.8
ROMANIA 17.50 9.464 1.184 22 22
TURKEY 13.66 9.292 1.357 2.0 2.0
PERSIA 10.00 8.019 1.5 1.9 1.9
USSR 157.61 9.006 25 43.8 -42 1.8
CHILE 4.00 7.061 2.655 1.5 1.5
COLOMBIA 7.83 8.904 1.577 14 14
PERU 5.55 7.962 1.74 1.2 1.2
LIBERIA 2.00 10.217 1 0.2 1.2
BELGIAN CONGO 8.51 8.555 1.1 1.1 1.1
NORWAY 2.79 9.912 3.638 1.0 1.0
JAPAN 66.34 4.846 212 29.0 -28 1.0
FINLAND 3.56 9.446 2.702 1.0 1.0
VENEZUELA 3.03 9.537 2.831 0.9 0.9
PORTUGAL 5.62 11.301 1.732 0.9 0.9
BULGARIA 5.48 9.595 1.45 0.8 0.8
FRENCH WEST AFRICA 13.54 10.933 0.65 0.8 0.8
URUGUAY 1.76 7.377 3.221 0.8 0.8
KOREA (CHOSEN) 19.52 5.16 1.247 47 -4 0.7
BOLIVIA 3.46 8.105 1.6 0.7 0.7
ALGERIA 6.06 10.638 1.1 0.6 0.6
MOZAMBIQUE 348 6.683 1.1 0.6 0.6
LITHUANIA 2.25 9.494 24 0.6 0.6
SYRIA 242 8.765 2 0.6 0.6
MADAGASCAR 3.62 6.252 0.95 0.6 0.6
MOROCCO 4.23 11.232 1.4 0.5 0.5
AFGHANISTAN 12.00 7.098 0.6 1.0 -0.5 0.5
LATVIA 1.87 9.519 2.5 0.5 0.5
ANGOLA 4.12 8.408 1 0.5 0.5
CUBA 3.58 9.135 1.196 0.5 0.5
NEPAL 5.60 6.051 0.5 0.5 0.5
ETHIOPIA 10.00 7.863 0.35 0.4 0.4
SAUDI ARABIA 3.00 7.943 1.1 0.4 0.4
ESTONIA 1.12 9.461 3 0.4 0.4
GUATEMALA 2.00 8.397 1.358 0.3 0.3
HAITI 2.50 9.562 1 0.3 0.3
YEMEN 2.50 1.775 0.8 0.3 0.3
ECUADOR 2.00 8.454 1 0.2 0.2
TUNISIA 2.16 10.254 1.1 0.2 0.2
FRENCH EQUATORIAL AFRICA 3.13 8.555 0.57 0.2 0.2
EL SALVADOR 1.66 8.431 0.922 0.2 0.2
I[VORY COAST 1.72 10.045 1 0.2 0.2
PARAGUAY 0.85 7.942 1.5 0.2 0.2
FRENCH SUDAN 2.63 10.478 0.6 0.2 0.2
HONDURAS 0.77 8.557 1.372 0.1 0.1
NICARAGUA 0.65 8.538 1.456 0.1 0.1
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Table 2 Theoretical Bilateral Mail Flows to/from Australia

PANAMA
COSTARICA
LUXEMBOURG
ALBANIA
LIBYA
ICELAND
SURINAM
ERITREA
FRENCH GUIANA
GREENLAND
AUSTRALIA

0.45
0.52
0.27
0.83
0.80
0.10
0.14
0.40
0.04
0.01
6.26

8.797
8.583
10.364
9.768
10.039
10.322
9.867
8.075
9.932
10.125

1.66
3.5
0.879
0.8

0.35

0.5
4.564

0.1
0.1
0.1
0.1
0.1
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

0.1
0.1
0.1
0.1
0.1
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
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Table 3 Theoretical Bilateral Mail Flows to/from Kenya

Distance Kenya-

Country Pop(l;:ialtlig:;)%o Country A (thousand Gm:‘(tiirugzzgz; 935 B*DIC Language Affinity V:II::':\e
miles)
GREAT BRITAIN 47.40 4.228 5.148 571.7 1 100 158.7
INDIA 318.94 3.377 0.68 64.2 1 20 85.2
UNITED STATES 120.01 8.014 4.908 73.5 1 74.5
UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA 6.93 1.809 1.7 6.5 1 50 57.5
GERMANY 62.57 3.949 3.556 56.3 -10 46.3
FRANCE 40.74 4.02 4192 425 -10 325
ITALY 40.58 3.334 2.894 35.2 -10 25.2
UGANDA 3.15 0.313 0.65 6.5 1 10 17.5
TANGANYIKA 4.46 0.419 0.42 45 1 10 15.5
IRELAND 297 4.504 2972 20 1 10 13.0
ANGLO-EGYPTIAN SUDAN 7.01 1.193 0.6 Bi5 1 8 12.5
EGYPT 1417 2.182 0.9 58 1 5 11.8
ZANZIBAR 0.13 0.425 1 0.3 1 10 11.3
SWITZERLAND 3.96 3.769 5.966 6.3 5 11.3
CANADA 9.52 7.574 3.37 4.2 1 5 10.2
NORTHERN RHODESIA 1.24 1.202 0.66 0.7 1 8 9.7
SOUTHERN RHODESIA 0.87 1.13 0.7 0.5 1 8 9.5
BELGIUM 7.87 4.067 4.681 9.1 9.1
NETHERLANDS 7.53 4.135 4.956 9.0 9.0
AUSTRALIA 6.26 7.562 4.564 38 5 8.8
BRAZIL 37.35 5.557 1.142 7.7 7.7
NIGERIA 18.77 2.394 0.75 59 1 6.9
PALESTINE 0.85 2277 2 0.7 1 5 6.7
SPAIN 22.13 3.84 2.556 14.7 -8 6.7
NEW ZEALAND 1.34 8.679 4.327 0.7 1 5 6.7
STRAIT SETTLEMENTS 0.96 4,633 22 0.5 1 5 6.5
ROMANIA 17.50 3.211 1.184 6.5 6.5
POLAND 29.59 3.801 1.593 124 -6 6.4
HONG KONG 0.87 5.447 22 04 1 5 6.4
TURKEY 13.66 2.954 1.357 6.3 6.3
SOUTH WEST AFRICA 0.26 1.974 2 0.3 1 5 6.3
BELGIAN CONGO 8.51 1.501 1.1 6.2 6.2
CEYLON 5.12 3.025 1.26 2.1 1 3 6.1
ARGENTINA 10.87 6.477 3.621 6.1 6.1
HUNGARY 8.46 3.518 2.374 5.7 5.7
CZECHOSLOVAKIA 14.36 3.778 2.552 9.7 -4 5.7
SWEDEN 6.07 4.304 3.991 5.6 5.6
PERSIA 10.00 2.718 1.5 55 5.5
GREECE 6.44 2.831 2418 55 5.5
USSR 157.61 3.929 25 100.3 -95 5.3
NEWFOUNDLAND 0.26 6.262 3.37 0.1 1 4 5.1
AUSTRIA 6.54 3.623 2.833 5.1 5.1
GOLD COAST 2.1 26 1.1 0.9 1 3 49
MALAY STATES 2.53 4.497 1.54 0.9 1 3 49
ETHIOPIA 10.00 0.722 0.35 4.8 4.8
DENMARK 343 4.159 5.291 44 4.4
SIERRA LEONE 1.54 3.516 0.6 0.3 1 3 4.3
YUGOSLAVIA 12.02 3.329 1.147 4.1 4.1
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Table 3 Theoretical Bilateral Mail Flows to/from Kenya

ADEN 0.05 1.121 0.8 0.0 3 4.0
KOREA (CHOSEN) 19.52 6.288 1.247 3.9 3.9
MEXICO 15.50 9.216 1.574 2.6 2.6
PHILIPPINE ISLANDS 1.4 5.858 1.348 2.6 2.6
DUTCH EAST INDIES 51.01 4.836 1.002 10.6 -8 2.6
BULGARIA 5.48 3.143 1.45 25 25
FRENCH INDO CHINA 19.84 4.878 0.6 24 24
MADAGASCAR 3.62 1.413 0.95 24 24
PORTUGAL 5.62 4.007 1.732 24 24
ANGOLA 4.12 1.698 1 24 24
NORWAY 2.79 4.448 3.638 23 2.3
FRENCH WEST AFRICA 13.54 3.871 0.65 23 2.3
FINLAND 3.56 4.283 2.702 22 22
AFGHANISTAN 12.00 3.234 0.6 22 22
MOZAMBIQUE 3.48 1.721 1.1 22 22
JAPAN 66.34 6.999 212 20.1 -18 2.1
BRITISH GUINANA 0.31 6.578 2 0.1 1 2.1
SYRIA 242 2.393 2 2.0 2.0
FIJI ISLANDS 0.16 9.512 1 0.0 1 2.0
ALGERIA 6.06 3.388 1.1 2.0 2.0
SIAM 9.83 4.483 0.8 1.8 1.8
SAUDI ARABIA 3.00 1.903 1.1 1.7 1.7
CHINA 438.85 5.951 0.565 417 -40 1.7
COLOMBIA 7.83 7.674 1.577 1.6 1.6
LIBERIA 2.00 3.33 1 0.6 1.6
YEMEN 2.50 1.253 0.8 1.6 1.6
MOROCCO 4.23 3.755 1.4 1.6 1.6
IRAQ 2.85 2425 1.3 1.5 1.5
CHILE 4.00 7.178 2.655 1.5 1.5
LITHUANIA 2.25 3.91 24 14 14
VENEZUELA 3.03 6.238 2.831 14 14
PERU 5.55 7.808 1.74 1.2 1.2
FRENCH EQUATORIAL AFRICA 3.13 1.505 0.57 1.2 1.2
LATVIA 1.87 4.07 2.5 1.1 1.1
URUGUAY 1.76 6.342 3.221 0.9 0.9
ESTONIA 1.12 4.23 3 0.8 0.8
BOLIVIA 3.46 7191 1.6 0.8 0.8
TUNISIA 2.16 3.128 1.1 0.8 0.8
NEPAL 5.60 3.787 0.5 0.7 0.7
IVORY COAST 1.72 2.959 1 0.6 0.6
CUBA 3.58 8.107 1.196 0.5 0.5
FRENCH SUDAN 2.63 3.222 0.6 05 0.5
HAITI 2.50 7.508 1 0.3 0.3
GUATEMALA 2.00 8.728 1.358 0.3 0.3
ECUADOR 2.00 7.976 1 0.3 0.3
LUXEMBOURG 0.27 3.951 3.5 0.2 0.2
ALBANIA 0.83 3421 0.879 0.2 0.2
LIBYA 0.80 2.815 0.8 0.2 0.2
PARAGUAY 0.85 6.467 1.5 0.2 0.2
EL SALVADOR 1.66 8.658 0.922 0.2 0.2
HONDURAS 0.77 8.526 1.372 0.1 0.1
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Table 3 Theoretical Bilateral Mail Flows to/from Kenya

ERITREA 0.40 1.151 0.35 0.1 0.1
PANAMA 045 8.037 2 0.1 0.1
NICARAGUA 0.65 8.48 1.456 0.1 0.1
COSTARICA 0.52 8.343 1.66 0.1 0.1
ICELAND 0.10 5.392 3 0.1 0.1
SURINAM 0.14 6.376 2 0.0 0.0
MONACO 0.02 3.59 6 0.0 0.0
FRENCH GUIANA 0.04 6.172 1 0.0 0.0
GREENLAND 0.01 6.251 05 0.0 0.0
KENYA 2.74 0 0.65
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