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Publisher’s Page
4,800 Pages of La Posta on Two Discs
I’ve recently enjoyed email discussions with Anita
Sprankle. Anita is a long-time La Posta subscriber and
a person from whom I’ve received valuable insights
into the reader’s perspective of our endeavors in the
past.. The main topics of our discussion were storage
of and access to articles contained in back numbers of
La Posta. In essence, these are two facets of the same
question that goes something like this: how can I lay
my hands on a particular article that I know appeared
in La Posta sometime in the past few years? I readily
confess that I’ve asked this question myself more than
once, and I’ll wager that many of you have too.

There is a related question about the storage of La
Posta back numbers. Our current 80-page issues bound
in card stock claim about two inches of self space per
volume. Two inches certainly isn’t much of a demand
on shelf space, but it can add up quickly and a 10-year
run of our little journal will consume nearly two full
feet—a challenge for anyone to shuffle through in
search of a specific article. This assumes one is able
to grant back numbers of La Posta valuable bookshelf
space. If it’s necessary to store back numbers in a
box, the task of digging through what will almost surely
be more that one carton in search of the desired ar-
ticle, is apt to be quite daunting.

Anita suggested that the PDF (Portable Document
Format) files now being used to provide each subscriber
with a digital copy of new issues is quite a useful tool
in enabling one to not only locate a specific article, but
to search an entire issue for particular words or
phrases. I responded by telling her that I could ar-
range to make available all 60 of the issues comprised
in the last ten volumes of La Posta on two CDs, and
she said that such a project would definitely be of in-
terest to her.

And so it happened that we are now able to offer La
Posta volumes 31-40 covering the years 2000-2009—
that’s 4,800 pages—on two CDs priced at $17.50 each
postage paid to anywhere on the planet. All articles
may be referenced using the PDF “bookmark” fea-
ture on each disc, and complete searches are easily
conducted by way of the built-in PDF “keyword”
search function.

I’m hoping that at least a few of you readers will view
this offer as something worth the price in terms of
saving time and effort. If you are among that number,
please send a check for $17.50 for either CD, or $35.00

for both to La Posta
Publications, 33470
Chinook Plaza,
Box 216, Scap-
poose, OR 97056,
or with a Pay Pal
payment to
rwhelbock@la-
posta.com.
We have a lively
and varied line-up
of articles for you
in this issue led off
by  Dennis Pack’s
investigation of the
postal history asso-
ciated with the
tribal lands of the
Northern Ute
people of Utah.

Len McMaster
concludes his
three-part study of
Hampshire County,
West Virginia, post
offices, and Tom
Clarke concludes
his multi-part cata-
log of Philadelphia rail markings.

We are pleased to welcome back Ken Wukasch who
provides us with another chapter to his very popular
series dealing with World’s Fair Station markings of
the World’s Columbian Exposition. Dan Meschter of-
fers his latest biographical sketch of a Postmaster
General of the U.S. in the story of Hubert Work.
Michael Dattolico investigates a rare aspect of
American military postal history dealing with the in-
tra-theater mail from members of the WWI AEF in
Sibera, and finally, we are pleased to welcome Jo-
seph Del Grosso who explores aspects of the San
Francisco earthquake of 1906 as seen in mail from
other California communities.

The cupboard is looking a bit bare for the next issue,
so if you would like to join our merry band of La Posta
authors this would be a great time. Why not drop me a
line or send me an email, and I’ll help you get the ball
rolling.

An entire 10-year compilation of
all articles appearing in La
Posta volumes 31-40 contains
4,800 of content on two CDs for
$17.50 per CD postage paid.
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POSTAL HISTORIANS ON LINE
If you would like to join this list in future issues of La
Posta, send us a note via e-mail to
lapostagal@hotmail.com. If you are already listed,
please take a moment to insure that your email ad-
dress is correct.

Wayne C. Hassell
Ray Getsug sends along news of the death of Wayne
Hassell of Saint Paul, Minnesota. Wayne was a long-
time La Posta subscriber and proprietor of Juno
Stamps—a name familiar to many of our readers. We
shall miss him.

Wayne passed away July 26, 2010 Age 78 of St. Paul Of
cancer at Episcopal Church Home, St. Paul. Survived by
wife, Mary C. (Hilton); daughter, Barb
Wilcziek; grandsons, Jimmy and Eric
Wilcziek; son, Craig; friend, Angie
Thursdale, and many friends. Wayne
was a proud Marine, longtime
journalist, life-long philatelist and
sports fan (Yankees, Twins, Vikings, Saints). He worked
his way up in the newspaper business, beginning in 1949
as a reporter-photographer at the Iron Mountain,
Michigan, News; reporter and editor, U.S. Marine Corps,
1952-1954, in California, Japan, Korea, China, Hawaii and
Iwo Jima; and St. Paul Pioneer Press as a copy boy while
attending the University of Minnesota, copyreader,
telegraph (newswire) editor, news editor; stamp
columnist, and retiring as assistant to the executive
editor in 1991. He owned Juno Stamps until his passing.
Services at 11 a.m. Saturday, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
on the Hill, 1524 Summit Ave., St. Paul, with visitation
from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. at the church (dress casually).
Private inurnment at Fort Snelling National Cemetery.
Memorials preferred to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church on
the Hill Building Fund.

Reprinteed from  Pioneer Press from July 29 to
July 30, 2010
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Debbie Baker [Midwestern p.h., APOs]—airmailpostmark@mac.com
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Stan Bednarczyk [IL: Chicago Streetcar markings]

—stanb@columbus.rr.com
John Beirne [Navals, RPO, AK] — john_beirne@hotmail.com
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Paul Bofinger [pobfish@comcast.net] — Newfoundland, NH DPOs & 19th

century covers, Concord NH & Merrimack Co. NH covers
Eppe Bosch [WA: Stevens, Pend Oreille, Whitman Co.s; WI: Portage,

Waupaca, Wood Co.s] — bonep@qwest.net
James Boyden [WWI military, WW censored]

— jimesmc@worldnet.att.net
Frank Braithwaite [1902 issue, M.O.B., N.Y., “V” & “X” rate markings,

B. Harrison on cvr-Sc#308, 622,694,1045—fbraith@optonline.net
Bruce Branson [CA:Inyo, Mono, & Siskiyou)
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Deane Briggs, MD [Florida Postal History]  — drb@gte.net
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Brown, Edward [parcel posts & plate blocks]
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— ebruckner@earthlink.net
Kenneth Burden [Washington & CA DPOs] — burden@localaccess.com
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Gloria Burleson [civil war, letters, advertising]
— gloria@thelenscap.com

Maurice Bursey [#215 covers, Civil War N.Carolina
— mauricebursey@aol.com
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w/ interesting messages in English from anywhere]
— katchke@hotmail.com

Robert Chisholm — [Dealer: postal history] — chizz5@aol.com
Bob Chow [Colorado] — bob.chow@comcast.net
Douglas Clark [Railway Mail] —dnc@alpha.math.uga.edu
Tom Clarke [Philadelphia] — ocl-tom@ix.netcom.com
Walter S. Clarke [Florida Territorials; Interesting on-cover cancellations on

 Scott # 10 & 11] — worldata@mindspring.com
Louis Cohen [Kentucky postal history] — cohenstamps32@aol.com
Norman Cohen [US #210 on cover] — norman@adventuregraphics.com
Giles Cokelet [Montana postal history, Greenland] — grcokelet@q.com
David C. Collyer [General US, Texas, USS Texas]

— cozumel_90@hotmail.com
Robert W. Collins [Korean War & “Collins” pms]— ohiorwc@aol.com
David M. Coogle [Dealer, Postal History, Nutmeg Stamp Sales]

— david@nutmegstamp.com
Bob Coradi [Prexies, baseball, advertising] — recoradi@comcast.net
Vince Costello [US fancy cancels, postal history, auxiliary marks]

— vinman2119@aol.com
Joe H. Crosby [Oklahoma & Indian Territory; U.S. Despatch Agent

covers, 19th c fancy cancels, college cancels] — joecrosby@cox.net
W.H. “Tom” Crosby — scattertom@msn.com
Rod Crossley [West coast military, Spruce Production Division, Ventura

county CA & CA RPO] — rcrossley@att.net
William T. Crowe [CT: Waterbury & Fairfield County]

— wtcrowe@aol.com
Frank Crown [GA postal history, confederates]—fcrown@knology.net
Roger D. Curran  [US 19th C cancels] — rcurran@dejazzd.com
Richard Curtin [CA covers & CA express] — curtinr@sbcglobal.net
Matt Dakin [Mississippi Postal History] — patdakin@mindspring.com
Mike Dattolico [La Posta Associate Editor] —  mmdattol@aol.com
Joseph M. Del Grosso — diandme2@gbis.com
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— jdia407@aol.com
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John Drew [AZ/NV WellsFargo & Express] — jandndrew@aol.com
Lee Drickamer — lee.drickamer@nau.edu
Geoffrey Dutton [2d Bureau postal history] — geoff@neddog.com.;
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Loring Ebersole [Ohio postal history, WWII APOs, Rt 66 postcards]

— loringebersole@comcast.net
Leonard M. Eddy [OK & Arkansas p.h.]—leonardeddy@sbcglobal.net
L. Steve Edmondson [Tennessee] — tenac@hctc.com
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— normjanstjoe@comcast.net
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— roncva43@aol.com
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Ed Fisher [MI; 4th Bureau: ½c-Hale, 1 ½c Harding, ½c postage due]

— efisherco@earthlink.net
Ken Flagg [Used postal stationery: US, CZ, PI; WWII APOs, Postwar

APOs] — ken0737@digitalpath.net
Jane King Fohn [TX WWI air branches; Medina Co, TX; US#1043 (9c

Alamo)] — janekfohn@sbcglobal.net
Jim Forte [Dealer] — jimforte@postalhistory.com &

Website http://postalhistory.com
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occupations] — MyronFox1@aol.com
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Joseph Holleman [postal history] — josephth@prodigy.net
Brad Horton [U.S. Postals & philatelic literature]

— kchorton4@comcast.net
John Hotchner [20th c aux, Xmas seals tied; Spec deliv; wreck&crash

mail; some FDCs]—jmhstamp@ix.netcom.com
B. Clyde Hutchinson [US 1861 issue; CA postal history]

— bch@llcllp.com
Stan Jameson [dealer] — empire65@tampabay.rr.com
Jerome Jarnick — jarnick@wowway.com
Stefan T. Jaronski [Ithaca NY; northeastern Montana; Confed. States

military mail] — bug@midrivers.com
Cary E. Johnson [Michigan p.h.; Railway, Waterway & Streetcars]

— fastmailrpo@yahoo.com
Gerald Johnson [3c 1851; auxiliary markings] — johnson66@charter.net
William H. Johnson [Florida p.history] — whjdds@aol.com
Robert D. Jones [Nebraska postal history, esp. DPOs]

— robwanjones@charter.net
Rodney Juell [Series of 1922] — rajuell@lycos.com
Barton D. Kamp [Massachusetts postal history] — bartdk@verizon.net
Gordon Katz [Maryland & DE postal history, postal history on postcards]

— gccats@verizon.net
Robert Keatts [Walla Walla Co., WA p.h.] —  lkeatts@msn.com
Dick Keiser [Dealer-military/POW/censored]— stamps@dickkeiser.com
Rodney Kelley [Arkanas, esp Conway & Pope counties]

— rkel@swbell.net
Kelvin Kindahl [MA: Hampshire Co] — Kelvin01027@charter.net
Lucien Klein [Prexies, OR: Marion & Grant Co] — lusal@msn.com
Ron Klimley [Florida WWII, machine cancels, Tampa Spanish American

War] — klimley@verizon.net
Eric Knapp [Alaska postal history] — eknapp@gci.net
Daniel M. Knowles [NY: Suffolk Co, Long Island; 3c 1861-auxiliary

markings] — dknowles@med.cornell.edu
Kent Kobersteen [US Scott CII, unusual commercial usages, unusual

off-cover stamps] — kobersteen@gmail.com
William Kolodrubetz [classic US post office seals]

—djp_wjk@verizon.net
Paul Konigsberg [Museum of Postal History, NYC]

— pkonigsb@email.usps.gov
Van Koppersmith [Alabama & Mississippi p.h.] — cleave3@aol.com
Jim Kotanchik [Franklin Co., MA & PO Seals] — jimkot@verizon.net
George Kramer [U.S. west; western Europe, telegraph]

— gjkk@optonline.net
Jon E. Krupnick [Pacific Flights 1936-46 & US Pacific Possessions]

— jonpac@aol.com
George Kubal [Dealer] — geokubal@aol.com
Alfred Kugel [20th Cent. Military Mail, US Possessions & Offices

Abroad] — afkugel@hotmail.com
William O. Kvale [MN Territorials] — flo3wil@aol.com
Dick Laird [Doanes from IN, KY, TN, SC] — d.laird@comcast.net
Lawrence Laliberte [Poughkeepsie, NY p.h.; Transport Airs on cover]

— largin1@verizon.net
Eliot A. Landau — [U.S. Registry, U.S. w/ Lincoln Stamps]

— elandau@aol.com
Robert M. Langer [Boston ad covers; Carroll County NH]

— rla4141975@aol.com
Peter B. Larson [Idaho postal history] — ystone@cpcinternet.com
Ken Lawrence — [Crystal Palace World’s Fair, 1853 New York, First

Issue Nesbett Envelopes] — apsken@aol.com
Howard Lee [U.S. 4th Bureau Issue, 17c Wilson; Prexy 4 ½ cent]

— gimpo25@yahoo.com
James E. Lee [Literature Dealer. Collects Lake & McHenry Co, IL]

—jim@jameslee.com & website:  www.jameslee.com
Leslie W. Lee [WI p.history & WI Doanes] — leslee@itis.com

Ron Leith — ronleith@uniserve.com
Ron Lessard — ronlessard@att.net
Brian R. Levy [NY State postal history] — bellobl@aol.com
Matthew Liebson [Ohio PH; Licking Co., Doanes, stampless]

— paperhistory@mindspring.com
David C. Lingard [Florida-4 bars, Doanes, RPO, Adv. & most anything]

— david_lingard@hotmail.com
W. Edward Linn [OR; rural stations; NAMW; Airfield dedications, Western

States Precancels & Perfins] —linn@winfirst.com
James R. Littell [balloon, rocket, Zeppelin post]— zepplincat@wzrd.com
Jerry Login [US 19th C penalty envelopes w/ stamps added]

— jerl2004@msn.com
Nicholas Lombardi [US 2d Bureau issue + Registerd Mail]

— 8605@comcast.net
Bud Luckey [Siskiyou Co. CA; northern CA]—luckey@snowcrest.net
Michael Ludeman [TX Postal History, USPOD Forms & Documents]

— mike@ludeman.net
Len Lukens [Oregon p.h. & trans-Pacific airmail]— llukens@easystreet.net
David Lyman [World postmarks on covers or piece]

— postmark@sympatico.ca
Max Lynds [Aroostook Co., Maine p.h.] — max@pwless.net
Millard Mack — millardhmack@yahoo.com
Scott Mader [OR/CA] — maders@ohsu.edu
Larry Maddux [OR postal history; all over ad covers]

— lmaddux@pacifier.com
Richard Malmgren [Hawaii] — rcmstamps@hawaii.rr.com
Dean Mario [Military;Pre-1949 Newfoundland; “Old West” lawmen +

Buffalo Bill/P.T.Barnum/Wild West show ad cvrs]
— blueputtees@hotmail.com

Robert Markovits [dealer. Collects world-wide Special Delivery & US
officials, US5, 536 , C38 C46] — rlmarkovits@aol.com

Craig Martin —[Dealer. Collects naval covers, So. Cal PH]
— saracv3@gmail.com

Ken Martin—kpmartin@stamps.org
Peter Martin — pmartin2525@yahoo.com
Richard Martorelli [Military, Postage Due] — rdmartorelli@gmail.com
Chester Masters [WA:  Paquetboat Cancels, and Clallam & Jefferson

Co]—stamps292001@yahoo.com
Richard Matta [MD:Montgomery Cty & PA: McKesesport]

— rkm@groom.com
Bernard Mayer [Oklahoma] — Bernie@m47303.com
David Mayo —dmayo@paulweiss.com
Robert McAlpine [US & Foreign]— rmcalpine63@comcast.net
Larry McBride [U.S. town & DPO cancels] — lgmcbride@yahoo.com
David McCord [Doanes, Type E 4-Bars + AK,WA,WY,NV,OR covers]

—damac52@comcast.net
R.J. McEwen [Eastern Oregon] — rjmcewen@aol.com
Chuck & Jan McFarlane [Ausdenmoore-McFarlane Stamps]

— mcmichigan@charter.net
McGowan, George [Newfoundland & NY] — geolotus2003@nycap.rr.com
Bob McKain [Pittsburgh, Alaska Hiway & AK APOs]

— 57-vette@comcast.net
Michael E. Mead [Britannia Enterprises – dealer]

— meadbritannia@aol.com
Jim Mehrer [Dealer. Collects expo’s, Navy ships]—mehrer@postal-

history.com & website http://www.postal-history.com
Stephen Merchant [stampless folded letters]

— stephen.merchant@comcast.net
Doug Merenda [Columbians on cover, Columbian Expo]

— ddm_50@yahoo.com
Mark Metkin [Idaho postal history] — metkin@mindspring.com

website: http://www.mindspring.com/~metkin/idahoindex.html
Lynn Minneman [Portland, Oregon area] — lminnema@msn.com
Harvey Mirsky [US 1847 issue] — HarveyMirsky@aol.com
John Moffatt [Stamps-world] —moffatts2419@sbcglobal.net
John Moore [US Exposition/World’s Fair]—modelpo57@yahoo.com
Richard Moraine [Naval Covers] — dickmorain@verizon.net
Steve Morehead [Colorado postal history] — steveasc@ix.netcom.com
Alan Moser [Iowa postal history] — amoser1537@comcast.net
James H. Moses [postal censorship]—jhcmoses@bellsouth.net
Darren Mueller [WI-Fond du Lac Co p.history]—darren.mueller@juno.com
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Gilbert M. Roderick [Dealer. Downeast Stamps. Collects Straight line
stampless, cameo advertising, Maine p.h.] — destamps@acadia.net

James E. Rogers [VT machine canels, NH & ME flags]
—J_Rogers@juno.com

Robert C. Roland [post cards, postal history, U.S.]
— robt.roland@sbcglobal.net

Romanelli, Paul [bkjacks on cvr; VT, ME p hist.]
— docROMA2000@yahoo.com

Robert G. Rose [New Jersey p.h.] — rrose@daypitney.com
Hal Ross [Kansas Territorials & postmarks] — halross@sbcglobal.net
Art Rupert [Rural Branches & Stations, CPO] — aerupert@bentonrea.com
Roger Rydberg [Colorado postal history] — rrydberg5@comcast.net
Bill Sammis [US Express Company labels, stamps & covers]

— cds13@cornell.edu
William Sandrik [Disinfected mail, Austrian Lloyd]

— sandrik42@verizon.net
Ken Sanford [Air Crash, Train, & Ship Wreck Covers]

— kaerophil@gmail.com
A.J. Savakis [Ohio-machines] — mcsforum@embarqmail.com
Robert Scales [western states, crashes, Doanes, Expos]

— bscales@bak.rr.com
Allan Schefer [U.S. foreign mails 1861-1870; fancy cancels, 3c US 1861,

Bicycle ad cvrs & pcs, France 1871-75 ceres issue, prex]
— schef21n@netscape.net

Henry B. Scheuer .[U.S. FDCs, pre-1935] — hscheuer@jmsonline.com
Steve Schmale [Dealer.Collects Placer, Tahoe real photo postcards]

— outweststeve@ftcnet.net
Dennis W. Schmidt [US Off postal stationery/covers]

— officials2001@yahoo.com
Fred Schmitt  [Dealer] — fred@fredschmitt.com &

http://www.fredschmitt.com
Robert Schultz [Missouri postal history]— schulhstry@aol.com &

www.civi lwar.org
Joseph Sedivy [1909 cners-cover&card; RPO, Chi stcars]

—JNJSED717@aol.com
Larry R. Sell [postal history/banknotes,1861,1902’s]

— larrysell@infoblvd.net
Mike Senta [Alaska postal history] — msenta@mtaonline.net
Michael Serdy [Western Express] hmbgc15@comcast.net
Norman Shachat [Phila. & Bucks Co. PH] — nshachat@msn.com
Edwin H. Shane [Philippines, WWII military PI, masonic, Computers]
— edmarshane@earthlink.net
Robert Shaub[PA:York Co; MD:BaltimoreCo— r_shaub351@live.com
Terry Shaw [Alaska; Early Airmail] — cgsarchxx@aol.com
Richard Sheaff [Illustrated ad covers; NH-Cornish Flat; MA-Ballardvale]
—dicksheaff@cox.net & www.sheaff-ephemera.com
Timothy M. Sheehan [NM Territorial ph]—timsheehan505@gmail.com
Steve Sheppard [World’s Columbian Expo] — xpo93@aol.com
Dan Sherman [settlement of post-civil war West]

— dsherman@oikosmedia.com
Lawrence Sherman [WWII-Foreign Destinations; APO at Washington
Monument 1943; Bolivia & Peru up to 1940; Chili Centennial issues, 1910l]

 — larrysherman@san.rr.com
David J. Simmons [Israel,Palestine,Gaza; U.S. Seaboard, Worcester

MA] — dsim465835@cs.com
Ed Siskin [U.S. Colonial, WWI, Free Franks] – jeananded@comcast.net
Cas Skrzypczak [pre WWII & WWII Naval Air Stations]

— casimirs@msn.com
Richard Small [Machine cancels, post offices]

— rsmall003@comcast.net  &
http://hometown.aol.com/rsmall9293/mcfmain.htm

R. J. “Jack” Smalling [IA DPOs; baseball autogrs]
— jack@baseballaddresses.com

Chet Smith [US post offices; branches & stations] — cms@psu.edu
Jack M. Smith, Sr. [Texas DPOs; TX Doane Co-ordinator]

— jandd@tstar.net
Thomas Smith [Mississippi, DPO & RMS] —thswe54bwc@gmail.com
Fred Smyithe — fredabet@paulbunyan.net
Gus Spector [PA ad covers & postal history] gspec56@aol.com
Jessie Spector [US postal history] — Jesse.Spector@verizon.net
Anita Sprankle [Northcentral PA DPOs] — lysprank@aol.com
Ken Stach [Dakota & Nebraska territories] — kstach@santel.net

John G. Mullen [WA; flags; Ntl Air Mail Week; Snohomish,Skagit, Island
County] —longjohn.wa007@netzero.com

Andrew Murin [Colorado postal history]—agmurin@kci.net
Jim Myerson [US Navy & pioneer airmail,WA-Franklin]

— jpm_ww@yahoo.com
Larry Neal [Holmes & Coshocton Counties, Ohio (US, World-wide to

1955; Greenland; Stained Glass on Stamps]—larryln@embarqmail.com
Burnham Neill [FL-Miami/Dade DPOs on PPCs; some MS, MO]

— mbneill@bellsouth.net
Bruce Nelson [Illus. pioneer postcards (1870-1898): govt postals &

private — landmarkpc@aol.com
Howard Ness — hbness@hotmail.com
Ray Newburn  [CO pre-wwII Pan Am Pacific Div; 4th & 5thBureaus (all

rates] — newburn@mindspring.com
Dan Nieuwlandt [S. California,WWII, Belgian Congo]

—nieuwlandt33@msn.com
Bill Nix [OR & WA (Skamania)]— B845588@embarqmail.com
Jim Noll — [computer postage] jenca@pacbell.net
Joe Odziana — [Early Machine Cancels, Worldwide pre-1950 postal

history/fiscal history] drjoeo@earthlink.net
James Oliver [VT, Canada, Scandinavia]—falco43@gmail.com
Larry Oliver [Advertising covers, medical-related]

—stamper77@gmail.com
Robert Omberg [Idaho p.h.] — Bob.Omberg@nlrb.gov
Kevin O’Reilly [NWT, Yukon & Labrador; US APOs in Canada]

— kor@theedge.ca
Osborne, Cathleen [Bells] — rickcath@wavecable.com
Steve Pacetti [1861 1c, Hawaii, Prexies, CO postal history]

— sbp57@comcast.net
Dennis Pack [Sub-station postmarks; Utah ph, USCG]

— packd@hbci.com
Ray Palmer [OR: Yamhill, Polk Counties] — rpalmer@onlinemac.com
Dr. Everett L. Parker [Pitcairn, Canada, Maine]— eparker@hughes.net
Alan Parsons [US, UN, NY: Steuben, Schuyler & Chemung counties]

— alatholleyrd@aol.com
Norman Pence [OK & Indian Territory] — norpen@hotmail.com
Randy Pence [Yangtze River Patrol; WWI medical]— catclan@earthlink.net
Richard Pesot [ID, Mauritius, Tibet, U.S. 1869, Classic U.S.]

—rpesot@ajlewiscorp.com]
Paul E. Petosky [MI; US & Can p.o.s on pcs]

—paul_petosky@yahoo.com
Website: http://postmarks.grandmaraismichigan.com/

Kenneth A. Pitt [Dealer. Collects L.I., NY, DPOs to 1870, Pioneer post
cards] — kenpitt@verizon.net

Hans Pohler [Ohio postal history, Germany, military]
— hpohler@juno.com

John Pollard [jopol@shaw.ca] — Censored (civil & military)
Elwood Poore [DPOs, Auxiliary Markings] — woody-poore@msn.com
Thomas Post [IL-Railways,U.S. Canada, Luxembourg]

— tompost48@gmail.com
Charles Powers — cpowers@powent.com
Stephen Prigozy [Telegraph & electrical covers] — prigozys@aol.com
Robert Quintero [Detroit Mail Boat/Detroit River Sta 1895-Current]

— qover@comcast.net
Robert D. Rawlins [naval covers] — rawlins@sonic.net
Mark Reasoner [Ohio] mreasone@columbus.rr.com
N.L.  Rasmussen [WY Territory, VA; Tunisia,]

—nrasmu@digitalconnections.net
Frank Reischerl [US postal history] — freischerl@cox.net
Thomas Richards [Movie star mail]— thomasr1@ohiodominican.edu
Martin Richardson [OH & IL ph, off sealed, Local posts]

— martinR362@aol.com
Thomas Richardson [North Carolina P.H., APOs]

— stamps@northstate.net
Al Ring [Arizona postal history] — ringal@comcast.net
Norm Ritchie [CO, UT, AZ & NM p.history + all US/Canada

postmarks] —  mnp123@comcast.net
Linda Roberts [UT: Park City PMs, PCs, stocks,Tokens,stereoviews,

bottles, etc] — robertsfamly@earthlink.net
William B. Robinson [Dealer; collects WI postal history]

—wbrob@hotmail.com
Julius Rockwell [Alaska] — juliusro@alaska.net
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Kurt Stauffer [WWII POW mail & military]— kastauffer@aol.com
John Steele [IL postal history] — john_steele_578@comcast.net
Steidley, K.David [Series of 1902; Airmail; Am Express]

— steidley@nac.net
Rex H. “Jim” Stever [Republic of Texas] — rhstever@hotmail.com
Seymour B. Stiss (Chicago & IL postal history)—sbstiss@msn.com
Robert Stoldal [Nevada p.h. & Airmail; 774] — stoldal@cox.net
Greg Stone [19th C postal history, esp MI] — michcovers@ec.rr.com
David L. Straight [Pneumatic mail; St. Louis, USPO forms]

— dls@wustl.edu
Bill Strauss [Texas] — baagrade@aol.com
Howard P. Strohn [CA: Monterey & San Benito Co]

— howardpstrohn@mybluelight.com
Marc Stromberg [Blood’s Despatch, CA: Alameda, C.Costa co.s; Ships

of Pearl Harbor & Clipper Mail]—marcsellshomes@msn.com
Bob Summerell [General PH, postal stationery, early cinema/theatre

deltiology]  — kusummer@aol.com
Greg Sutherland [Dealer: Freeman’s philatelic literature]

—gregfreecoax.net    http://www.gregfree.com
Robert Svoboda [Montana postal history]— SVOBODA7@aol.com
Bob Swanson [WWI p.h.] — rds@swansongrp.com &

 www.swansongrp.com/posthist.html
Bill Tatham [California] — wtatham@charter.net
Michael Taugher  [So Cal-LA, Ventura, San Diego counties; Scandanavia

Baltic) — mtaugher@aol.com
Stephen T. Taylor [Dealer: US postal history]— info@stephentaylor.co.uk

www.stephentaylor.co.uk
Gerry Tenney [Wash,Franklins & Prx, Westch &Ulster Co NY, C23’s com

use;  Cancels on banknots off cover,— gtenney@earthlink.net
The Collectors Club — (New York) collectorsclub@nac.net
David Thompson [Wisconsin p.h.] — thompdae@msn.com
Don Thompson [Stampless NH, MA, FL]  — thomcat7405@aol.com
Theodor Teichgraber — tpateich@cox.net
James Tigner, Jr. [RPOs, ship cancels] — oldbayline@hotmail.com
Don Tocher [19th Century US] — dontocher@earthlink.net &

http://www.postalnet.com/dontocher/
Allan Tomey [frontier military forts (post Civil War), war of 1812, esp

Naval]— tomey76@gmail.com
Jonathan Topper [Airmails, RPOs, APOs]— jctopper@swbell.net
Bob Trachimowicz [Worcester, Mass. P.history; Wesson Tobs of

Worcester]  — track@alum.wpi.edu
William Treat [CO: Clear Creek, Gilpin & Jefferson counties 1850s-1930s]
 — jtsouthwest@msn.com
Kenneth Trettin [IA: Floyd Co.&Rockford] —  hogman@onnitelcom.com
Tom Turner [Alabama postal history] — turnertomp@aol.com
Tom Unterberger [WI: Douglas County] — unterberger@chartermi.net
Jorge Vega-Rivera [Puerto Rico: 19th Century Maritime Mail & Spanish

American War 1898-1902] —portovega8@yahoo.com
George P. Wagner [US p.history-interesting uses-small banknotes to

modern;2nd & 4th Bureau, Wash-Frank, Prex, Liberty]
— gpwwauk@aol.com

Tim Wait [IL: Boone Co, Wa Bicentenneal 1932, Spec Deliv Bicycle
Airmail Special Deliv combo]  — t.wait@comcast.net

Jim Walker [NJ: Corvells Ferry Stamp Club. Collects Huntondon Co, NJ
& Bucks Co, PA postal history] — jiwalker@embarqmail.com

W. Danforth Walker [MD: Baltimore, Howard Co., British Commonwealth
postal history & stamps]— dan@insurecollectibles.com

Charles Wallis [OK & Indian Territory] — cobweb2006@sbcglobal.net
Lauck Walton [Early US machine cancels, unusual usages on postal

cards, C&D, county & postmaster cancels] — jwalton@shentel.net
Ron Wankel [Nebraska & WWII APOs on #UC9]

— margiegurley@aol.com
Jim Watson [Mendocino/Lake Co. CA cancels] — pygwats@mcn.org
Wayne Worthington [US Army in Canal Zone] — Waynew@erols.com
John S. Weigle [CA: Ventura Co; interrupted mail; officially sealed mail of

world, aux] — jweigle@vcnet.com
Rich Weiner [18th & 19th C letters w/ high content value; NC stampless

Covers] — rweiner@duke.edu
Larry Weinstock [Dealer-Western postal history; collects NW p.history,

2nd Bureau issue use] — lwstampscovers@comcast.net
David Wessely  [Dealer- collects commercial famous Americans, US

COD] — aonecoverz@oh.rr.com

Ken White [AZ, NM, & France] kenwhite@cableone.net
Robert B. Whitney [New London, CT; Brevard Co, FL; Benton Co., OR

postal history] — mary.whitney@att.net
Douglas Wick [Dealer-Hedemarken Collectibles]—wick@btinet.net
Louise Wile [postcards, Bucks Co. PA pmks] — alexander530@aol.com
David Williams [NY: Broome Co; NY State Star cancels]

— davidewilliams@insightbb.com &
www.broome-county-postal-history.com

Richard F. Winter [transatlantic mail] — rfwinter@bellsouth.net
Kirk Wolford [Dealer. Collects US pcs & stationery, military postal

History (all services), US p.h., possessions, & airmail]
— krkstpco@dishmail.net

Wayne Worthington [Dealer. Collects CZ military PH]
—waynew@erols.com

Johb Wright [Dealer] — vwr6712105@aol.com
Ken Wukasch [Columbian Expo postal history]

— kenwukasch@yahoo.com
Robert J. Zamen [Machine cancels & IL] — bzame@aol.com
Nicholas Zevos [Postal history of Northern New York]

— zevosn@potsdam.edu

POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETIES (Listed by request)
(For a Listing of ALL U.S. State Postal History Societies  see the
Empire State Postal History Society)— http://www.esphs.org/
usphsoc.html
Machine Cancel Society—http://www.machinecancel.org
Michigan [Peninsular State Philatelic Society, Michagan’s Postal History

Society] — http://www.home.earthlink.net/~efisherco/
Military Postal History Society—http://www.militaryphs.org
Mobile Post Office Society — http://www.eskimo.com/~rkunz/

mposhome.html
Postal History Society — http://www.stampclubs.com/phs/index.htm
Postmark Collectors Club — http://www.postmarks.org
The Postal History Foundation— library.phf@mindspring.com
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Post Offices of Utah’s Northern Ute Tribal Lands

by Dennis H. Pack

Long before there was a Utah, Ute Indians
roamed parts of what is now Utah, western
Colorado and northern New Mexico. By 1830,

their range, which is shown in white on map 1, was
estimated to cover 130,000 square miles.1 About 37,000
square miles of the range was in Utah, which is the
focus of this article.

Explorers and settlers moved onto the Ute’s lands,
restricting the Ute’s access to the choicest spots, up-
rooting the natural vegetation they relied upon for food
and killing or scaring away the animals they hunted.
More people came, valuable resources were discov-
ered, and those who came wanted the Utes to leave
the land they had roamed for generations.

Presidential orders created the Uintah2 Valley Reser-
vation in 1861, and the Uncompahgre Reservation, also
known as the Ouray Reservation, in 1882. The origi-
nal boundaries of the Uintah Valley and Uncompahgre
Reservations are marked on Map 1. Reservation land
held little attraction for non-Indians at first, but, as the
surrounding lands were settled, non-Indians wanted to
move onto reservation lands to take its resources or to
farm or graze stock. Ultimately, most of the reserva-
tion land was taken from the Utes.

This article is in two parts. The first provides historical
background for the establishment of the Uintah Valley
Indian Reservation and the Uncompahgre Indian Res-
ervation, and their being opened for settlement by non-
Indians. The second part tells about the post offices
that operated within the original boundaries of the res-
ervations and the communities where they were lo-
cated.

Map 1 The approximate area occupied by the Utes in 1830 is shown in white. The dashed lines are the original
boundaries of the Uintah Valley Reservation and Uncompahgre Reservation.

Copyright 2010 by Dennis H. Pack



Whole Number 24310

Part 1 – Historical Background
The history of the Ute people and their interactions
with those who entered their lands is a fascinating and
complex story that fills many volumes. It is only touched
upon here to help understand the more limited story of
the development of the post offices on the land set
aside as the Uintah-Ouray Indian Reservation.

The ancestors of the Ute Indians, who referred to them-
selves as Nooche or the People, roamed in extended
families that selectively gathered plants as they ma-
tured and hunted animals where they were available.
Starting about 1650, the Ute Indians formed large sum-
mer hunting bands that lived near dependable sources
of food and water. The bands would sometimes join
together to hunt or socialize, but they were basically
independent. It was these bands that explorers and
settlers first encountered. The Utes and those who
entered their land had different reactions to each other.

A Ute writes,

The Ute People received them with courtesy and
kindness. But there were more and more intrud-
ers, and they made more and more demands.
They demanded alliances, trade, and finally the
land and its resources. They repaid the Utes
with disease, whiskey, wanton killing, worthless
items of ‘civilization,’ and broken promises.3

A non-Ute writes,

The Ute Indians were an aggressive
warlike tribe . . . Emerging from their
mountain fastness to hunt buffalo and
skirmish with the Plains Indians, to raid
the Navaho to the south, or to steal Piute
women and children for sale to Mexicans
as slaves; they had rarely bothered the
white invader in Colorado. The Utah Utes
were the exception to the uneasy truce,
challenging settlers in southwestern Utah
in [two wars]. As a result of the latter war,
the Western Utes were forced to accept
the Uintah reservation in eastern Utah….4

1847-1869
Emigration by members of The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS
Church) to the Great Salt Lake Valley in
1847 opened a floodgate of settlers who
needed land. The LDS Church faithful
were to gather to Utah from wherever they
lived. After their arrival in Salt Lake City,
many were called or assigned to establish
farms and communities in other parts of

Utah and beyond. LDS Church members did mission-
ary work among the Utes, and were encouraged to
treat them kindly as they were regarded as descen-
dants of an ancient group of people told about in the
Book of Mormon.

There were provocative acts on both sides. Settlers
took the Utes’ land, so some Utes felt justified in kill-
ing or stealing livestock in return, especially when they
had no food. The settlers retaliated by killing the Utes,
and the Utes responded in kind. This led to broader
conflict.

The Walker War of 1853-54, named for Ute Chief
Wakara, was the result of Ute resistance to their be-
ing crowded off their lands and away from the re-
sources they needed to survive. Peace was arranged,
but the stream of settlers continued to displace the Utes
from their land.

In 1850-51, the LDS Church established farms at three
locations for the Utes. In 1856, they became Federal
reservation-farms under the direction of the Utah In-
dian agent. Attempts to teach the Utes to farm were
partially successful, but the lack of government sup-
port and crop failures brought the farming to an end.5
The high quality of the land the farms occupied was
attractive to non-Indian settlers.

Map 2 Federal Indian reservations in Utah in 1864.
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Henry Martin, Indian Agent for Utah, advocated cre-
ating an Indian reservation in eastern Utah. He wanted
to keep LDS settlers from moving there, and he
thought that the area would be a favorable place for
the Indians away from LDS influence. He also thought
that the isolation of the area would reduce possible
Indian threats to overland travel and the telegraph line.6

LDS Church President Brigham Young sent a party
to explore the Uintah Valley in September, 1861, to
learn if the land was suitable for settlement. The
Deseret News reported that the party found that the
land “lying between the Wasatch Mountains and the
eastern boundary of the territory, and south of the
Green River, was one vast ‘contiguity of waste,’ and
measurably valueless, excepting for nomadic purposes,
hunting grounds for Indians, and to hold the world to-
gether.”7 The same article advised, “consequently all
arrangements for establishing a settlement there have
ceased.”

President Abraham Lincoln created the Uintah Val-
ley Indian Reservation by executive order in 1861 “for
the use and occupancy of Indian tribes.”8 Because
the land had not been surveyed, the drainage of the
Uintah River and its tributaries in northeastern Utah
was set as the boundaries for the reservation. The
reservation occupied a little over two million acres.

In 1864, Congress approved the sale of all Indian res-
ervations in Utah except the Uintah Valley Reserva-
tion “which is hereby set apart for the permanent
settlement and exclusive occupation of such of the
different tribes of Indians of said territory as may be
induced to inhabit the same.”9 The Ute reservations
in Utah in 1864 are marked on map 2. The Utes were
relunctant to move, so the Superintendent of Indian
Affairs in Utah was directed to “…prepare and sub-
mit a plan for removing the Indians from their old res-
ervations to the Uintah Valley.”10 A treaty signed at
Spanish Fork, Utah, in 1865 promised the Utes pay-
ment for the lands they were leaving, and protection
and income if they relocated to the Uintah Valley Res-
ervation. The treaty was not ratified by Congress, so
the Utes were not paid, but they were still required to
move. The Ute’s anger at the broken promises and
opposition to having to leave their land led to the Black
Hawk War of 1865-69.

The Black Hawk War, named for a Ute chief who led
the hostilities, consisted of a sporadic series of raids
on farms and communities during which about 70
people were killed, thousands of head of cattle were
taken, and 25 settlements were abandoned.11 The Utah

territorial militia ultimately defeated the Ute war par-
ties, and Chief Tabby-To-Kwana, who favored peace,
helped lead the Utes onto the Uintah Valley Reserva-
tion in 1868. Chief Tabby, as he was called by non-
Indians, is shown in figure 1. He was an effective
negotiator on behalf of his people.

No post offices were established within the reserva-
tion during this period.

1870-1889
When Indian Agent, J.J. Critchlow arrived at the Uintah
Valley Reservation in 1871, he found the Utes hungry
and discouraged. There was little game to hunt, and
the Utes could not follow their traditional way of life.
He worked hard to gain the Utes’ trust, but his re-
quests and recommendations were largely ignored by
Washington. A Ute chief from Colorado persuaded
many Utes on the reservation to give up farming and
some to follow him off the reservation for a council.12

In 1879, an unrelated event in Colorado had a major
impact on the Uintah Valley Reservation and adjacent
territory. Indian Agent Nathan Meeker of the White

Figure 1 Ute Chief Tabby-To-Kwana (Used by
permission, Uintah County Library Regional
History Center, all rights reserved)
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River Agency in Colorado had given the Utes wormy
rations, insulted them, and insisted that they become
farmers. The Ute’s anger built, so Meeker requested
protection from the Army. When Meeker had the Ute’s
racetrack plowed, the Utes reacted violently, killing
him and his male assistants. When the troops Meeker
requested entered the reservation in violation of agree-
ments with the Utes, they and their commanding of-
ficer, Major Thomas T. Thornburgh, were killed.

The Meeker Incident and the discovery of silver near
the White River Reservation created pressure to re-
move the Utes from their land in Colorado. Congress
passed legislation ceding land that belonged to the
White River Utes, a few of whom had killed Meeker
and Thornburgh, to the Federal Government.  The
White River Utes were forced to move to the Uintah
Valley Reservation. The legislation also ceded land in
Colorado belonging to the Uncompahgre Utes, even
though they had nothing to do with the killings. They
were required to move to a new reservation in Utah.13

In 1881, an agency was created at Ouray for the
Uncompahgre Utes, and President Chester A. Arthur
created the Uncompahgre Reservation, adjoining the
Uintah Valley Reservation, by executive order in 1882.
The Uncompahgre Reservation is sometimes referred
to as the Ouray Reservation because the Indian agent
was located at Ouray. It occupied almost two million
acres.

The bands of Utes who remained in southern Colo-
rado were referred to by the US Government as the
Southern Utes; those bands who entered the reserva-
tions in Utah became the Northern Utes.

A fort named for Major Thornburgh was established
across the Green River from Ouray in 1881 to protect
the people living near the reservation and to keep the
Utes from leaving the reservation. Fort Thornburgh
was moved 35 miles to the mouth of Ashley Creek
Canyon in 1883 to put some distance between the
troops and the Indians. The Army believed they
couldn’t obtain valid title for the land where the new
fort was located, so it was closed in 1884.14

There was friction between the Uintah Utes and the
White River Utes. The Uintah Utes had been moved
to the reservation from central Utah. The White River
Utes were upset at having to move from more desir-
able land in Colorado to such desolate country. They
mocked the Uintah Utes for farming, and occasionally
left the reservation to hunt in Colorado. Unrest increased
when provisions promised by the government did not
arrive. The Bureau of Indian Affairs investigated and

recommended that a fort be built near the reservation.
An investigating officer from the Army agreed and
recommended that a new fort be established to “con-
trol and discipline the Indians”.15 Fort Duchesne16 was
built midway between Uintah Valley, renamed White
Rocks, and Ouray, three miles above the confluence
of the Uintah and Duchesne Rivers. The fort benefited
the local economy through the purchase of goods and
services, and led to the construction of better roads.

The White Rock and Ouray Indian agencies were
combined into one agency at Fort Duchesne, and the
reservations were consolidated into the Uintah-Ouray
Indian Reservation in 1886.

Awful conditions on Indian reservations nation-wide
caught the attention of social reformers who felt that
the best way to help the Indians was to eliminate the
reservations and assimilate them into the non-Indian
culture. They advocated breaking up the tribes by giv-
ing individuals tracts of land to farm or for raising stock.
Massachusetts Senator Henry L. Dawes, chairman
of the Senate Indian Affairs Committee, pushed through
legislation that allotted land to Indians in severalty, that
is owned by individuals and not the tribe. President
Grover Cleveland signed the General Allotment Act,
also known as the Dawes Act, into law February 8,
1887. A feature of the Dawes Act was that reserva-
tion land that was not allotted would become part of
the public domain and therefore available to non-Indi-
ans.17

Meanwhile, non-Indians were encroaching upon the
Uintah-Ouray Reservation by grazing cattle in the
western part and by prospecting for minerals in the
eastern part.  Two miners filed a mining claim for a
deposit of gilsonite18, a hydro-carbon mineral, thinking
they were on public land. After being told that they
were trespassing on the reservation, the miners hired
attorneys who convinced Congress that the land was
useless to the Utes. In 1888, Congress declared that a
strip of reservation land where gilsonite was located
was ”to be public lands of the United States and re-
stored to the public domain.”19 Three-fourths of the
adult male Utes on the reservation needed to ratify
the agreement and the tribe was promised payment
for the land. Ratification was unlikely, so agency and
military officials gave those Utes who signed free whis-
key. On October 22, 1888, the Secretary of the Inte-
rior announced that the lands were in the public do-
main.20 Figure 2 shows the entrance to the black
dragon mine where the gilsonite has been removed.
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Three post offices were established on the reserva-
tion, and one was renamed during this period.

1890-1899
During this decade, distrust and disagreement between
the Utes and the non-Indians continued, and pressure
to open the Uncompahgre Reservation to non-Indians
was successful.

The 1880 act that moved the White River Utes and
Uncompahre Utes to Utah states that they were to be
allotted lands on the reservation. Each head of family
would receive a one-fourth section (160 acres) of land
plus access to grazing land of not more than one-fourth
section. Half as much land was to be allotted to un-
married persons over 18 and orphans.21 Before the
allotment could be made, the Utes were to ratify the
agreement, a census of the Utes was to be taken, and
the reservation was to be surveyed.

Ute leaders, including Chief Tabby, feared that the al-
lotment process would destroy Ute culture and reduce
the extent of their lands. Even though the Utes had
not ratified the agreement, steps were taken to allot
land to the Uncompahre Utes and open their part of
the reservation to non-Utes.

A survey of the Uncompahgre portion of the reserva-
tion in 1896 found that the only suitable agricultural
lands were located near Ouray, and that there was not
enough of it for all of the Uncompahgres. The differ-
ence was to be made up by allotting them land on the
Uintah portion of the reservation. The Uncompahgre
Utes objected to the loss of hunting and grazing lands
in the southern part of their reservation, and to having
to pay for the land on the Uintah part of the reserva-
tion. The Uintah Utes and White River Utes opposed
having the Uncompahgre Utes moved onto their lands.
Because of the opposition, the allotments were not
made. 22

Ranchers continued to illegally graze their cattle on
the western part of the reservation. Finally, in 1895,
the Utes leased the grazing land to men who formed
the Strawberry Cattle Company with New York fi-
nancial support. Other non-Indians were more inter-
ested in the reservation’s water than the land. They
built canals that diverted water for the irrigation of
non-Indian lands without permission of the Utes.23

Pressure to open the reservation increased. After the
good agricultural land in Ashley Valley, northeast of
the reservation, was homesteaded, settlers turned their
attention to reservation lands.

In 1897, as part of large appropriations bill for all In-
dian tribes, Congress directed the Secretary of the
Interior to allot agricultural lands to the Uncompahgre
Utes on their reservation, the Uintah Reservation or
elsewhere in Utah. The act further stipulated that all
lands not allotted, except those containing gilsonite or
some other minerals, would “be open for location and
entry under all the land laws of the United States”
April 1, 1898. 24

The Uncompahgre Utes were angry when settlers
entered their reservation in 1898. The promised allot-
ments had not been made because the harsh winter
prevented completion of the survey of the reserva-
tion. Violence was avoided only when allotments, most
of them on the Uintah Reservation, were hurriedly
made to the Uncompahgres.

The reservation was open, and homestead claims were
filed. There were more claims by non-Indians than
there was cultivable land, so many of the farms failed

Figure 2 The entrance to the Black Dragon Mine. The
empty vein shows where the gilsonite has been removed.
(Courtesy of US Geological Survey)
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In 1902, Congress specified that heads of families of
the Ute Uintah and White River bands were to be
allotted 80 acres of irrigable land, with other members
receiving 40 acres. The allotments were to be made
before October 1, 1903, when all land not allotted was
to enter the public domain. Congress later extended
the deadline to September 1, 1905.

The question of whether the Utes had to approve the
allotments and opening of the reservation to non-Indi-
ans was resolved January 5, 1903, when the US Su-
preme Court announced its decision in Lone Wolf vs.
Hitchcock. Lone Wolf, a Kiowa Indian chief, sued
Interior Secretary Ethan A. Hitchcock after Congress
opened reservation lands without permission of the
tribes involved. Lone Wolf argued that Congress
couldn’t unilaterally change a treaty provision that
specified that the tribes involved had to agree to sub-
sequent changes in the treaty. The Supreme Court dis-
agreed, saying that since Indians were the wards of
the US Government, Congress had sole jurisdiction over
Indian lands and the power to change treaties made
with the Indians.28

A council held at Whiterocks in May, 1903, was un-
able to convince Ute leaders that the allotments would
be made and the remaining land opened to non-Indi-
ans with or without their consent.

In July, 1905, President Theodore Roosevelt issued a
proclamation opening the unallotted lands in the reser-
vation as of August 28, 1905, and permitting those in-
terested in homesteading on reservation lands to reg-

and were abandoned. Those who benefited most from
the opening of the Uncompahgre Reservation were
the gilsonite miners, who opened mines near the Colo-
rado line.25 Eyes turned to the Uintah Reservation
because its land was more desirable than the land the
Uncompahgres had been forced to give up.

Utah became a state January 4, 1896.

One new post office was opened and two post office
names were changed during this period. Map 3, a sec-
tion of an 1899 postal route map, shows four post of-
fices on the Uintah-Ouray Reservation.

1900-1909
Utah’s congressional delegation sought to open the
Uintah Reservation. Congressman George Sutherland
argued that the Uintah Reservation had been set aside
by executive order and approved by Congress without
approval of the Indians, so it could be changed by
Congress without their approval. He further stated that
Congress had the power to restore reservation lands
to the public domain because they had already done
so in 1856 when the reservation-farms were closed.26

There was popular support to opening the reservation.
In Salt Lake City, the Deseret News editorialized that
the wrongs inflicted on Indians, “. . . does not justify
the continuation of the reservation system, to the ex-
tent that white home-seekers shall be shut out from
lands that can be made valuable and profitable both to
the individuals and to the nation.”27

Map 3 This section of an 1899 Utah postal route map shows four post offices on the Uintah-Ouray
Reservation.
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ister starting August 1, 1905. A drawing
would be held to determine in what order
those who registered could record their
homesteads during the first 60 days. Fig-
ure 3 shows a card sent to someone who
registered to obtain a homestead, but whose
number was 23,464, much higher than
would be able to obtain land.

There was a rush of people on the reser-
vation to locate and record homesteads.
The good farming land filled quickly, so
people filed on land that would be more
difficult or even impossible to farm suc-
cessfully. The Utes complained that they
were allotted side hills or rocky areas, and
that the best lands were given to home-
steaders. The Utes were frustrated. They
had gone from a free-roaming people to
the reservation to small farms, where they
were expected to abandon their culture and
adopt the white man’s ways.29

Proclamations issued by President
Theodore Roosevelt in August 1905, set
aside one million acres of the Uintah Res-
ervation as additions to the forest reserve
that had been established in 1897, 2,100
acres as townsites, 60,000 acres for res-
ervoirs and other reclamation purposes,

Figure 3 Both sides of a card sent to inform an applicant for land on
the Uintah Reservation that they were unsuccessful. The drawing
number of 23,464  indicates a high level of interest in the land.

Map 4 This section of a 1917 Utah postal route map shows 31 post offices on the Uintah-Ouray Reservation.



Whole Number 24316

May 11, 1909. Nannie H. Alexander was commissioned
postmaster July 19, 1909. The post office name was
changed to Altonah May 17, 1912.

Altamont [Duchesne] – The location of Altamont was
determined by a search for a suitable location to build a
high school to serve students from Altonah, Mount
Emmons, Mountain Home, Boneta, Bluebell and
Talmage. The school was completed in 1935.  A gas
station and store were built near the school. POD
records indicate that the Mount Emmons Post Office
was renamed Altamont January 1, 1953, about the same
time that Altamont incorporated as a town. Leslie J.
Orr continued as postmaster after the change. Altamont
and Mount Emmons are about 1.3 miles apart.

Altonah [Duchesne] – Altonah is located on the east
side of the Lake Fork River. The name was changed to
Altonah when a branch of the LDS Church was orga-
nized there. Shortly after settling there, homesteaders,
dug canals to take water from the Big Fork River to
irrigate their crops. The Alexander Post Office was
renamed Altonah May 18, 1912.  The Altonah Post
Office was discontinued June 3, 1983.

and 2,100 acres for mining claims.  About one million
acres were opened for homesteading, leaving 282,000
acres as unallotted tribal lands.30

Many homesteaders thought that their problems were
over once the reservation was opened, especially when
more than twelve inches of rain fell in 1905. Reality
set in as precipitation returned to the usual five inches
per year, and homesteaders tried to figure out how to
water their land.

Much more could be written about the history of the
Uintah-Ouray Reservation, but what is contained here
is a sufficient introduction to the creation of the reser-
vation and its subsequent opening for homesteading
and mining by non-Utes.

By 1917, post offices had spread across the original
Uintah-Ouray Reservation, as shown in the section of
the postal route map in map 4, where 31 past and
present post offices are visible.

Part 2 – The Post Offices and
Communities
Chart 1 graphs the periods of operation of the post
offices that have been located within the original
boundaries of the Uintah and Uncompahgre reserva-
tions. The order of offices in the chart is determined
by their original dates of establishment.

The communities that had post offices and were lo-
cated within the boundaries of the Uintah and
Uncompahgre reservations are listed alphabetically and
briefly described below. The name of the county in
which they are located today is italicized and placed in
brackets. Representative postmarks and photographs
of the post offices are shown if available. The num-
ber in the lower right corner of the photographs tells
the year the photograph was taken.

Alexander [Duchesne] – A few families from Ver-
nal settled Clay Basin, which later became Alexander,
in 1905. The Alexander Post Office was established
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Chart 1 Time Line showing the period of operation of the post offices in this study.
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Bonanza [Uintah] – The name of Bonanza, which
was settled in 1888, was inspired by a rich vein of
gilsonite found there. Mining started at Bonanza in
about 1903. After the Rainbow mine closed in 1938,
Bonanza became a thriving mining community. The
Bonanza Post Office was established June 5, 1941,
with J. Hilton being commissioned postmaster June
20, 1941. It was discontinued August 31, 1942, re-
established June 15, 1946, with Homer M. Phillips, Jr.,
as postmaster, and discontinued September 2, 1982.

Boneta [Duchesne] - Boneta’s name comes from a
Spanish word meaning pretty. The small farming com-
munity was settled in 1906 primarily by families from
Sanpete County, Utah. The Boneta Post Office was
established January 27, 1908. Ruth B. Madsen was
commissioned postmaster March 11, 1908. The Boneta
Post Office was discontinued February 29, 1960.

Bridgeland [Duchesne] – Bridgeland is located on
the Duchesne River nine miles east of Duchesne where
an important bridge was built in 1900. During the early
days of the town, distances were measured from this
point. The Bridgeland Post Office was established
February 18, 1932. Mrs. Helen L. Nielson was com-
missioned postmaster March 10, 1932. The Bridgeland
Post Office was discontinued March 26, 1994.

Cedarview [Duchesne] – Cedar-covered hills gave
Cedarview its name. Cedarview was a small agricul-
tural community. A post office was established there
September 25, 1907, with Retta I. Hoaglands com-
missioned postmaster October 25, 1907. The
Cedarview Post Office was discontinued June 29, 1929.

Arcadia [Duchesne] – Acardia, originally named for
Ute Chief Red Cap, is an agricultural community settled
1908-09. The name Arcadia was adopted in 1917. The
Red Cap Post Office was renamed Arcadia March
10, 1920, with Thomas M. Gilbert commissioned post-
master April 21, 1920. The Arcadia Post Office was
discontinued June 30, 1975.

Bennett  [Uintah] – Bennett was settled by John R.
Bennett soon after the Uintah Reservation was
opened. The Bennett Post Office was established April
10, 1909. Nancy Anderson was commissioned post-
master July 22, 1909. The Bennett Post Office was
discontinued September 15, 1924.

Bluebell [Duchesne] – Bluebell was settled in 1907.
Drilling for oil started at Bluebell in 1955, but without
much success until 1970, when Oil Well No. 1 was
drilled in the Altamont/Bluebell field. The Bluebell Post
Office was established December 8, 1911. Levison
Hancock was commissioned postmaster January 12,
1912.
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established February 14, 1905. Arthur J. Lee was com-
missioned postmaster March 17, 1905. It was discon-
tinued May 16, 1939.

Duchesne [Duchesne] – Duchesne, previously
known at Theodore, is located at the confluence of
the Duchesne and Strawberry Rivers. It was one of
the first three townsites to be reserved under the leg-
islation that opened the reservation. After Duchesne
County was established in 1914, Duchesne became
the county seat. The Theodore Post Office was re-
named Duchesne April 18, 1911. Wm. H. Fitzwater
was commissioned postmaster July 19, 1911.

Fort Duchesne – [Uintah] The Army constructed
Fort Duchesne in 1886 to protect settlers, control the
Utes, and serve as the agency for the Uintah-Ouray
Reservation. In 1890, Fort Duchesne was designated
the fort to guard the western frontier in eastern Utah,
western Colorado and southwestern Wyoming. When
the Army closed the fort in 1912, the Indian Service
consolidated its operations there. Later, Fort Duchesne

Dragon [Uintah] - The discovery of gilsonite on the
southeastern part of the Uncompahgre Reservation
in 1888 contributed to the opening of the reservation
to homesteading and mining in 1898. At first, mines
transported their ore by wagon to Price. The nar-
row-gauge Uintah Railroad was built from Mack,
Colorado, to Dragon in 1904 to haul ore from the
mines to the Rio Grande Western Railway. Dragon,
a mining company town named for the nearby Black
Dragon mine, was a bustling town because of its lo-
cation at the end of the tracks. When the ore veins
gave out, the tracks pushed on, and many people and
businesses left Dragon. The Dragon Post Office was
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Fort Thornburgh [Uintah] - A post office operated
briefly in 1883 at the second location of Fort
Thornburgh, but it was outside the reservation, so it is
not included in this study.

Fruitland [Duchesne] – Fruitland, originally called
Rabbit Gulch, was settled in 1907 by a group of edu-
cated and prominent people from Nebraska who
wanted to create a perfect community. The name was
changed to Fruitland because they expected that it
would be a fruitful place. The altitude and climate made
farming difficult, so many moved to Canada. The
Fruitland Post Office was established August 5, 1909.
Samuel R. Jones was commissioned postmaster Sep-
tember 23, 1909. The Fruitland Post Office was con-
verted to the Fruitland Independent Rural Station De-
cember 30, 1964, with Duchesne as the supervising
post office. It is now the Fruitland Community Post
Office.

became the headquarters for the Ute Tribal Govern-
ment. The Fort Duchesne Post Office was established
June 20, 1887. Edward M. Humiston was commissioned
postmaster July 21, 1887. Some 1890s postmarks show
the spelling as Fort Du Chesne. In 1903, the postmas-
ter reported to the Post Office Department (POD) Ty-
pographer, “Section and quarters not surveyed, data own
measurement and calculation; townships and ranges as
per US survey. Exact location: Lat, 400 18’ 6”, 28N.
Long. 1090 52’6”, 45W. Alt. 5016 ft.”31Duchesne is
misspelled in one of the Fort Duchesne postmarks
shown.
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Hayden [Uintah] –
Hayden, possibly named
for government geologist
and explorer Ferdinand V.
Hayden, was settled during
the land rush of 1905. Some
settlers left because of the difficulty in farming the rocky
ground. Others farmed or took advantage of the good
pasture for cattle. The Hayden Post Office was estab-
lished June 18, 1907. James C. Peterson was commis-
sioned postmaster July 27, 1907. The Hayden Post
Office was discontinued December 31, 1953.

Independence [Uintah] – Independence was settled
in 1905 and named for the Independence Townsite and
Development Company. Alkaline and swampy ground
made farming difficult, so the settlers left for better land.
The Independence Post Office was established June
20, 1906. Lydia R. Rush was commissioned postmas-
ter July 23, 1906. The Independence Post Office was
discontinued June 15, 1918.

Ioka [Duchesne] – In the land lottery at the opening
of the Uintah Reservation, Katherine Fenton obtained
a homestead at Ioka. She married cattleman Preston
Nutter and managed the Nutter ranch company after
his death. The Ioka Post Office was established Au-
gust 4, 1908. Dan Lambert was commissioned post-
master November 23, 1908. The application to estab-
lish the post office indicated that it would serve 200
people. The Ioka Post Office was discontinued No-
vember 15, 1944.

Lake Fork [Duchesne] – Lake Fork takes its name
from the Lake Fork River, located about three miles to
the west. Lake Fork boasted a store in a tent in 1907,
and a school for 21 students in 1909. The application
for the Lakefork Post Office states that the office would
serve 200 people who were farmers and ranchers. The
Lakefork Post Office was established June 1, 1908.
Terry B. Hallett was commissioned postmaster July 16,
1908. It was discontinued June 15, 1920.

Lapoint [Uintah] – The Whiterocks Irrigation Com-
pany applied for a townsite at LaPoint, which was
granted in 1914. For awhile, LaPoint was the second
largest community in Uintah County. The Taft Post

Gusher [Uintah] – Gusher has the same location as
Moffat. Because of previous difficulties with the Moffat
Post Office, the POD would not accept that name for
a new post office. Gusher was chosen because oil had
been found three miles north, and residents hope that
their community would benefit from it. The Gusher Post
Office was established March 2, 1921. Bertha H.
Wouldhave was commissioned postmaster March 23,
1921. The Gusher Post Office was converted to the
Gusher Rural Branch November 24, 1967, with Fort
Duchesne as the supervising post office. The Gusher
Community Post Office was discontinued June 1, 1995.

Hanna [Duchesne] – Hanna is a small farming com-
munity named for its first postmaster. The Hannah Post
Office was established February 10, 1910. Wm. P.
Hanna was commissioned postmaster April 9, 1910. The
Hanna Post Office was discontinued September 5,
2003.
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Uteland Post Office was renamed Midview January
23, 1911. Emily J. Sellers was commissioned postmaster
March 14, 1911. The Midview Post Office was dis-
continued July 30, 1932.

Moffat [Uintah] – Moffat, originally known as “The
Strip,” came into existence after a triangle of land was
removed from the Uintah Valley Reservation in 1888
to permit the mining of gilsonite. It was named for the
Moffat Railroad that was expected to be built into the
area. Mining ceased at Moffat after 1904. The Moffat
Post Office was established December 13, 1905. Wm.
H. Donaldson was commissioned postmaster January
27, 1906. The Moffat Post Office was discontinued
August 15, 1911, because of unethical operation pro-
cedures.32

Monarch [Duchesne] – Monarch is an agricultural
community. The Monarch Post Office was established
January 20, 1915. Clarence A. Brown was commis-
sioned postmaster February 11, 1915. The Monarch
Post Office was discontinued June 29, 1929, and su-
perceded by RFD #2 from Roosevelt.

Mount Emmons [Duchesne] – The Mount Emmons
area was settled in 1906. In 1914, E.A. Daniels laid
out a townsite that he named Banner. The name was
changed to Mount Emmons, which is the name of a
peak in the Uinta Mountains named for Samuel
Franklin Emmons, who was field chief for U.S. Geo-
logical Survey projects in the area. The Mount Emmons
Post Office was established March 8, 1917. Ira B.
Cannon was commissioned postmaster April 6, 1917.
The Mount Emmons Post Office was moved about a
mile and renamed Altamont December 31, 1952.

Office was moved one mile north and renamed Lapoint
September 2, 1915, with John A. Bryson as postmas-
ter.

Leeton [Uintah] – In 1906, the Big Six Irrigation
Company was formed at Leeton, which was a farm-
ing community. A creamery was opened there in 1916.
The Leeton Post Office was established April 29, 1912.
Edna V. Heaton was commissioned postmaster June
20, 1912. The Leeton Post Office was discontinued
October 15, 1928.

Leland [Uintah] - Leland was a farming community.
The Randlett Post Office was renamed Leland April
12, 1899. John M. Commons was commissioned
Leland‘s postmaster May 8, 1899. The name was
changed back to Randlett August 12, 1903.

Leota [Uintah] – Leota
was the name of a local
Ute girl. R.S. Collett and
others built the Leota
Ranch starting in 1904. The
Leota Post Office was es-
tablished June 19, 1926, with Mrs. Eva T. Roberts com-
missioned postmaster July 19, 1926. The Leota Post
Office was discontinued July 31, 1941.

Midview [Duchesne] – Charles W. Smith was an
early homesteader at Midview who stayed even though
others abandoned their homesteads because of the
difficulty of bringing water to the land. In the 1930s,
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) workers built the
Midview Dam that created Midview Lake. The
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Neola [Duchesne] – A few of the settlers who left
Hayden founded Packer, which was later named
Neola. The Neola Post Office was established Octo-
ber 26, 1914.   James Barnes was commissioned the
first postmaster December 8, 1914.

Mountain Home [Duchesne] – Mountain Home is a
small farming community where the pastures and crops
of hay and grain support beef and dairy herds. The
Mountain Home Post Office was established May 31,
1912. Brigham Stevenson was commissioned postmas-
ter June 15, 1912. On November 16, 1912, the post
office site was moved one-half mile southeast from its
original location. The Mountain Home Post Office was
replaced by the Mountain Home Community Post Of-
fice January 3, 1983, with Duchesne as the supervising
post office.

Myton [Duchesne] - A trading post, known as “The
Bridge” was located where the road from Price to Fort
Duchesne crossed the Duchesne River. It became an
important way-station for teamsters and travelers.  An
application to establish a post office there includes the
note: “The proposed office is on the Uinta Indian Res-
ervation and I as agent recommend that it be estab-
lished. H. P. Myton U.S. Indian Agent.” Howell
Plummer Myton was also a major in the US Army. He
later wrote that he recommended that the post office
be named Briston after Joseph Briston, the fourth as-
sistant postmaster general who was a friend. Briston is
said to have crossed out his name on the application
and written in Myton.33  The Myton Post Office was
established May 6, 1903. Hayden Calvert, who owned
the trading post was commissioned postmaster July 23,
1903.
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Randlett [Uintah] - A boarding school for the
Uncompahgre Utes was opened at Randlett in 1893,
but with little success because the Utes strongly op-
posed sending their children to school. The Randlett
boarding school was consolidated with the Whiterocks’
school in 1905. Randlett was named for Colonel James
F. Randlett, a Civil War veteran who served as com-
manding officer of Fort Duchesne during the 1890s
and as Indian Agent. The Randlett Post Office was
established September 14, 1896. Charles A. Walker
was commissioned postmaster October 2, 1896. The
1899 application to change the name of the Randlett
Post Office to Leland said in part: “The location of
Leland is exactly the same as the former post office
at Randlett.”34 The name of the Randlett Post Office
was changed to Leland April 12, 1899, and back to
Randlett August 13, 1903. Chas. L. Spickmall was
commissioned Randlett’s postmaster August 29, 1903.
The Randlett Post Office became the Randlett Com-
munity Post Office August 16, 1975, with Fort
Duchesne as its supervising post office. The Randlett
CPO was discontinued April 8, 2002.

Red Cap [Duchesne] – Red Cap was the name of a
Ute chief who led a group of about 300 Utes to South
Dakota in 1906 to form an alliance with the Sioux In-
dians.  The Redcap Post Office was established Janu-
ary 20, 1915. John Holfeltz was commissioned post-
master March 9, 1915. The Redcap Post Office was
renamed Arcadia March 9, 1920.

Roosevelt [Duchesne] - The area that became
Roosevelt was homesteaded by Ed F. Harmston and
others in September 1905. The next spring, Harmston
had his homestead surveyed as a townsite that he
planned to call Dry Gulch City. His wife objected and
named the town Roosevelt after President Theodore
Roosevelt. The Roosevelt Post Office was established
March 9, 1906, with Harriet M. Holmes commissioned
postmaster March 31, 1906.

Ouray [Uintah] - The Ouray Post Office was estab-
lished November 8, 1881, before the Uncompahgre
Reservation was officially created. Joseph B. Adams
was the first postmaster. The Ouray Post Office was
discontinued March 3, 1882, and re-established June
26, 1882, with Joseph B. Adams still serving as post-
master. Ouray was converted to an independent rural
station of the Fort Duchesne Post Office December
31, 1964. The Ouray Community Post Office was dis-
continued September 1, 1977. The photograph of the
Ouray Post Office was taken by Robert F. Leslie,
and is from his book Read the Wild Water: 780 Miles
by Canoe Down the Green River, published by E.P.
Dutton & Co., Inc. in 1966.
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Tabiona [Duchesne] – Tabiona is said to be a com-
posite of the names of Chief Tabby and his daugter
Ona.35 It is a farming community with excellent pas-
ture for livestock along the Duchesne River. The Tabby
Post Office was renamed Tabiona May 29, 1915.
Bruce Maxwell was commissioned postmaster June
26, 1915.

Taft [Uintah] – Taft, which was named for President
William Howard Taft, was settled in 1908. When it
was discovered that it was too far south and within
the reservation, the store and post office were moved
one mile north to a new townsite that became Lapoint.
The Taft Post Office was established April 28, 1909.
Baylus E. Sprouse was commissioned postmaster May
14, 1909. The post office was moved one mile north
and renamed Lapoint September 1, 1915.

Strawberry [Duchesne] – Strawberry was a small
community on the Strawberry River five miles west
of Duchesne. The application to establish the post of-
fice states that an alternate name for the site is Star-
vation. The Strawberry Post Office was established
March 4, 1915. Vaughn Jolley was commissioned post-
master March 25, 1915. The Strawberry Post Oiffice
was discontinued June 15, 1916.

Tabby [Duchesne] – Tabby was a small agricultural
community in the upper Duchesne Valley. It named
for Ute Chief Tabby, and was located on land on which
he had lived. The Tabby Post Office was established
December 13, 1909. Bruce R. Wilson was commis-
sioned postmaster February 12, 1910. The post office
was renamed Tabiona May 29, 1915.



Whole Number 24326

Tridell [Uintah] – Tridell is a small farming commu-
nity that was settled in 1905. There was insufficient
water to raise crops, so the Whiterocks Canal was
built to serve Tridell and other communities. The Tridell
Post Office was established October 29, 1918. Morley
Jones was commissioned postmaster November 19,
1918. The Tridell Post Office was converted to an
independent rural station December 30, 1964.

Talmage [Duchesne] – Winn was renamed Talmage
to honor LDS Apostle Dr. James L. Talmage, who
had served as the President of the University of Utah.
The Winn Post Office was renamed Talmage July 9.
1914. Sarah E. Davies was commissioned postmaster
July 24, 1914. The Talmage Post Office was converted
to the Talmage Community Post Office January 2,
1976, with Duchesne as the supervising post office.
The Talmage Community Post Office was discontin-
ued April 19, 2003.

Theodore [Duchesne] - Before the Uintah Reser-
vation was opened, Alva M. Murdock had a govern-
ment concession to operate a small trading post just
above the junction of the Strawberry and Duchesne
Rivers. When the reservation was opened for home-
steading, the town that grew there was named Dora
for Murdock’s daughter. Murdock and others claimed
the area as a government townsite, and government
surveyors laid out the streets. The survey was accepted
October 18, 1905. The town was renamed Theodore
in honor of President Theodore Roosevelt. The appli-
cation to establish a post office at Theodore proposed
the name of Uintah. This was scratched out and the
name Theodore was entered. The Theodore Post Of-
fice was established November 4, 1905. Alva M.
Murdock was commissioned postmaster December 7,
1905. The Theodore Post Office was renamed
Duchesne April 17, 1911. The photograph of A.M.
Murdock’s Pioneer Supply Store that housed the
Theodore Post Office is shown through the courtesy
of A. Lee Robertson.
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Uteland [Uintah] – Uteland in Uintah County was
located on the west bank of the Green River three
miles below its juncture with the White River. The
application to establish the office states that the num-
ber of people who would be served is “Varying from
10 to over 100 now, but number is constantly increas-
ing.”36 The Uteland Post Office was established in
Uintah County March 10, 1911. Valentine C.
Wrightman was commissioned postmaster June 10,
1911. This Uteland Post Office was discontinued May
31, 1914.

Watson [Uintah] – Watson was a company mining
town that flourished after the Uintah Valley Railroad
built beyond Dragon to serve mines at Watson.
Gilsonite was shipped out by rail, and freight was
shipped in then carried by wagon to its destinations.
The Watson Post Office was established August 2,
1913. John Baumgaertel was commissioned postmas-
ter August 14, 1913. The Watson Post Office was dis-
continued May 16, 1939.

White Rocks [Uintah] – The Uintah Valley Post
Office was renamed White Rocks April 22, 1879.
Hettie M. Critchlow remained postmaster after the
change. White Rocks was named for large white rocks
found in Whiterocks Canyon, eight miles north of town.
Effective February 8, 1895, the spelling of White Rocks
was changed to Whiterocks, in accordance with POD
policy that short or one-word post office names were
preferred.37

Uintah Valley [Uintah] – The site of the Uintah Val-
ley Agency was originally located near the western
edge of the reservation. In 1868, it was moved to White
Rocks, near the reservation’s center The Uintah Val-
ley Post Office was established at the agency Sep-
tember 20, 1878, with Hettie M. Critchlow as post-
master. The post office was renamed White Rocks
April 22, 1879.

Upalco [Duchesne] – In about 1913, the Uintah
Power and Light Company (UPALCO) built a plant
to generate electricity on the Lake Fork River near
the community of Lake Fork, which was renamed
Upalco. The Upalco Post Office was established July
21, 1915. Hazel H. Frizzell was commissioned post-
master August 12,1915. The Upalco Post Office was
discontinued September 14, 1917, re-established April
15, 1919, with Edwin L. Murphy being commissioned
postmaster May 20, 1919. The Upalco Post Office
was discontinued September 14, 1962.

Utahn [Duchesne] - The term Utahn refers to one
who resides in Utah. It is also the name of a small
agricultural community that was settled on the
Duchesne River in 1905. It had a school, a church and
a store. As with many farms homesteaded at this time,
some people moved away because of the difficulty in
farming the land.  The Utahn Post Office was estab-
lished August 4, 1908, with Jenny Brenick commis-
sioned postmaster September 10, 1908. The applica-
tion to establish the post office advised that the office
would serve 200 people. The Utahn Post Office was
discontinued August 15, 1911.

Uteland [Duchesne] – Uteland in Duchesne County
was located one mile west of the Duchesne River,
and about five miles southeast of Red Cap. The Uteland
Post Office was established July 26, 1910. Emily J.
Sellers was commissioned postmaster September 7,
1910. The Uteland Post Office was renamed Midview
and moved three-fourths of a mile southwest, January
23, 1911.



Whole Number 24328

Willows [Uintah] – Cattlemen settled on Hill Creek
55 miles south of Ouray in 1894. The Willows Post
Office was established there April 19, 1911. Wallace
A. Cunningham was not commissioned postmaster until
November 13, 1911. The Willows Post Office was dis-
continued September 17, 1917, effective September
29, 1917.

Winn [Duchesne] – In 1909, Joseph Draper and H.P.
Ottosen settled Winn on a sagebrush flat. The Winn
Post Office was established June 28, 1911. Eva Davies
was commissioned postmaster July 19, 1911. The Winn
Post Office was renamed Talmage and moved three-
fourths of a mile southwest July 8, 1914.

The section of the 1971 postal route map illustrated in
Map 5  shows 18 post offices and three rural branches
within the original boundaries of the reservation. In
mid-2010, ten post offices and three community post
offices remain open.

Map 5 This section of a 1971 Utah postal route map shows 18 post offices and three rural branches on the Uintah-
Ouray Reservation.
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Conclusion
Of course, the history of the Uintah-Ouray
Reservation did not end with the allotments
and the opening of the reservation to home-
steading and mining. Much could be writ-
ten about subsequent interaction between
the Utes and non-Indians over water rights,
grazing, local government, oil exploration
and production, control of lands removed
from the reservation, and many other top-
ics. Limited space makes it impossible, and
the scope of this article makes it unneces-
sary to cover them here. Readers are di-
rected to the many useful sources in the
bibliography to continue the story and for
more details about what has been written.

Map 6 shows the original boundaries of
the Uintah Reservation and Uncompahgre
Reservation along with the area currently
occupied by the Uintah-Ouray Reservation,
which includes the Hill Creek Extension that
was added in 1948. It also shows who ad-
ministers the land that was removed from
the reservation.

Between 1905, when the reservation was opened to
homesteading, and the end of 1915, 35 post offices
were established within its original boundaries. Six of
these remain open today along with four post offices
opened before 1905.  One historian writes:

What most of these twentieth-century settlers
found at the end of the rainbow was not a pot of
gold—it was inexpensive land that required
extensive irrigation works to make it productive.
Hard work, bankruptcy, conflict, drought, and
some cooperation followed in the wake of the
Uintah Indian Reservation land rush.38

The land of the original Uintah Valley and Uncompahgre
reservations  is a fascinating place to visit and study.
Its rich history comes from the contributions made by
Utes and non-Indians alike. It is easy to look back and
see that the Utes were forced onto the reservations,
then had much of the best land taken from them.  One
writer looks ahead and has hope:

There is a strong revival of interest in the Ute
culture among the Indians themselves. The tribal
government, in cooperation with numerous
federal agencies, is rapidly transforming the
reservation economically. Education is far more
intensive than ever before. Most important is the
rise of self-determination among the Ute people,
combined with a more realistic view of Indian

aspirations by the federal government and the
white-dominated society. The ability of Indians to
play a significant role in determining the course of
their own development seems to be at hand.39

Special thanks to all who helped make this study possible.
Some of the postmarks are from the collection of LaMar
Peterson, or are shown through the courtesy of Lloyd
Shaw. Thanks to Elaine Carr of the Uintah County Library
Regional History Center for permission to use the photo-
graph of Chief Tabby, to Mariah Cuch for information
about the Fort Duchesne building on the cover, and, most
of all, to Bill Helbock for including it in La Posta.

Endnotes

Map 6 Original boundaries of the Uintah-Ouray Reservation and
how the land is currently administered. Taken from a map published
by the Utah Travel Council.
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8 Uintah Valley Reserve,” October 3, 1861, Indian Affairs Laws at
http://digital.library.okstate.edu/kappler/vol1/HTML_files/
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12 O’Neil, p. 132-33.
13 US, Statutes at Large, 46th Congress, 2nd Session, Chapter 223,
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and Arrington, p. 354.
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Reservation Lands,” American Indian Law Review 26, No. 1, p.
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p. 87.
19 US, Statutes at Large, 50th Congress, 1st Session, Chapter 310,
pp. 156-157.
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25 Burton, p. 37.
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27 “Uintah Reservation,”Deseret News, January 23, 1902, p. 4.
28 The Oyez Project, Lone Wolf v. Hitchcock , 187 U.S. 553
(1903)  at: http://oyez.org/cases/1901-1939/1902/1902_275
29 O’Neil, p. 141.
30 O’Neil, p. 140.
31 US, Post Office Department, Reports of Site Locations, 1837-
1950, Microfilm Roll 597, Uintah County, Fort Duchesne, 1903.
32 Burton, p. 97.
33 Burton, p. 156.
34 US, Post Office Department, Reports of Site Locations, 1837-
1950, Microfilm Roll 597, Uintah County, Leland, 1899.

35 John D. Barton, A History of Duchesne County (Salt Lake City:
Utah Historical Society, c.1995), p. 194.
36 US, Post Office Department, Reports of Site Locations, 1837-
1950, Microfilm Roll 597, Uintah County, Uteland, 1911..
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38 Burton, pp. 95-96.
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The Postmasters General of the United States
XLVII. Hubert Work, 1922-1923

by Daniel Y. Meschter

Hubert Work was the second of two short term post-
masters general who followed Albert Burleson. He
immediately succeeded Will H. Hays and thus was
the second of the three appointed by President War-
ren G. Harding. His term lasted exactly a year from
March 4, 1922 to March 4, 1923. Like Hays,
Work had a memorable professional and
political career both before and after his term
as postmaster general such that his appoint-
ment to the Post Office fades into insignifi-
cance by comparison.

Work was born on July 3 1860 in Marion
Center, Indiana County, Pennsylvania1. He
received his secondary education in local
schools and graduated from Pennsylvania
State Normal School at Indiana, PA, now
Indiana University of Pennsylvania. He con-
tinued at Michigan University Medical School from
1882 to 1884 and received his M.D. degree from the
University of Pennsylvania in 1885.

There were many opportunities at that time for doc-
tors to set up practice in the western states where
those states were not yet producing enough doctors to
serve their growing populations. Young Dr. Hubert
Work moved to Greeley, Colorado to start his prac-
tice. He later moved to the thriving southern Colorado
City of Pueblo where he founded the Woodcraft Hos-
pital for Mental and Nervous Diseases in 1896. He
directed Woodcraft until he joined the Army in 1917,
gaining an estimable reputation as a clinician and psy-
chiatrist. He eventually sold the facility to the Colo-
rado State Hospital for the Insane in Pueblo in 1926.

Over the years Dr. Work was active in numerous pro-
fessional organizations including the Colorado State
Board of Medical Examiners, the Colorado Medical
Society, and the American Medical Association of
which he was elected president in 1921.

He probably had been active in Republican politics for
some years when he earned the chairmanship of the
Colorado Republican Convention and appointment as
a delegate to the Republican National Convention in
1908. He was elected chairman of the Colorado State
Committee in 1912 and served as the Colorado na-
tional committeeman from 1913 to 1919.

He volunteered for the Army Medical Corps in 1917
and was assigned to the provost marshal’s staff to
advise on medical policies. He was promoted to colo-
nel before his discharged in 1920.

Dr. Work was highly esteemed as a physician special-
izing in mental diseases, a war veteran, and a Repub-
lican activist who, like Will Hays before him, was noted
for his leadership abilities and organizational skills. He

was also sixty years old at a time (1920)
when he might have started to think about
retiring. Instead he now made his presence
known on the national scene. Actually, he
had eight more years of highly successful
political activity left beginning with the elec-
tion of Warren Harding as president and
climaxing with more than five years as Sec-
retary of the Interior and the election of
Herbert Hoover.

As a skilled political organizer, Hubert Work
established a strong base of support for

Warren Harding’s 1920 presidential campaign. His
success led Harding to appoint him Will Hays’ First
Assistant Postmaster General and then Postmaster
General when Hays resigned effective March 4, 1922.

There once was a time when postmasters general
strived to report a surplus in postal operations and
pointed with pride when they succeeded, even if it in-
volved the use of exotic accounting methods. By
Work’s time it was sufficient simply to show a de-
crease in the annual deficit from the previous year.

Work was proud to report a decrease of $20,600,000
in the deficit in his 1922 annual report due, he said, to
economies in administration. He conveniently over-
looked that partial credit was due to Will Hays who
was Postmaster General during the first three quar-
ters of that fiscal year. He also admitted there had
been an increase of $21,400,000 in receipts against an
increase of only $781,000 in expenditures. These fig-
ures indicated that any economies were those that
tended to maintain expenditures on a stable level while
the increase in revenues served to reduce the deficit.

Without mentioning Will Hays’ proposal to increase
deposits in the Postal Savings Bank to increase the
amount of money in circulation, Work reported that
due to an excess of withdrawals in fiscal year 1922,
total deposits dropped $15,000.000 in line with com-
mercial savings banks in the recession following World
War I.

Dr. Hubert Work
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Doheny of Pan American Petroleum in clear violation
of the Mineral Leasing Act of 19203. It only came out
in the investigation by the Senate’s Public Lands Com-
mittee during 1922 and 1923 that Secretary Fall had
received bribes and kickbacks in return for these fa-
vors.

None of this, of course, affected the Post Office until
President Harding began considering removing Albert
Fall from office. Rumors were circulating around
Washington in February 1923 that Harding would
choose Hubert Work to move over to Interior to re-
store its prestige as the guardian of the public lands.
Harding wrapped everything up on February 27th
when he sent the names of Hubert Work to become
Secretary of Interior and Harry New to replace him
as Postmaster General to the Senate for confirmation
and accepted Fall’s resignation effective March 4th

Thus, while Work might have begun to look forward
to retiring at the end of his term of office in 1925, here
he was at 62 moving into an even more demanding
assignment. Coolidge kept him over in his new cabinet
after Harding’s untimely death and again when he was
elected in his own right in 1924.

Work was an outstanding success “cleaning up” the
Interior Department and laying the foundations for the
landmark land and natural resource legislation to come
during the next ten years. When his warm friend, Calvin
Coolidge, declined to run for a second term in 1928,
Work resigned as Secretary of the Interior to lead the
effort to nominate and elect Herbert Hoover for presi-
dent. For this purpose he accepted the office of Chair-
man of the Republican National Committee.

It was reported that upon his election, Hoover offered
Dr. Work appointment either as Postmaster General
or Minister to Japan, whichever he might choose. Work
declined both. He resigned as Chairman of the Na-
tional Committee in June 1929 and finally retired to his
home in South Denver where he died on December
14, 1942 at 82. His military service in World War I
was honored by interment in Arlington National Cem-
etery.

Endnotes

1 See Vexler; Heaton, John W., “Hubert Work,” ar-
ticle in American National Biography; and New York
Times, December 15, 1942 for biographical sketches
of Hubert Work.

2 NYT, December 4, 1922.

3 41 Stat 437.

Work reported making as many as a dozen proposals
to Congress for chiefly the administrative reorganiza-
tion of the Post Office Department and its operations
in his 1922 Annual Report2. Of these the most impor-
tant was renewed proposals for government owner-
ship of post office buildings, estimating a saving of
$12,000,000 a year in rents paid out. In fact the Post
Office Department already was engaged in a program
of construction of mainly first and second class post
offices because rentals suitable for their space require-
ments were rare. Building rural fourth class post of-
fices was mostly impractical. His request to authorize
use of motor vehicles on rural routes up to seventy-
five miles long seemed redundant; utility vehicles were
being widely used at the option of the carriers in any
event.

Work took special pride in reporting that the Air Mail
Service operated by the Post Office Department de-
livered forty-nine million letters carried over 1,727,000
miles in fiscal 1922 without a single fatality or serious
accident while carrying the mail. Otherwise, he con-
tributed little to the development of the Air Mail Ser-
vice.

Transcontinental service limited to daylight hours be-
gan in September 1920 and night flying was tested but
not adopted in February 1921 a few weeks before
Albert Burleson left office. Both Hays and Work seem
to have relied upon the Department’s Air Mail Service
to make safety improvements in the New York to San
Francisco route. It developed a system of flying the
mail during daylight hours and advancing it by train at
night. Ten radio stations broadcasting weather infor-
mation were installed along the route in 1921 and the
next year beacons and emergency landing fields were
located at ten to thirty mile intervals to provide pilots
guidance at night as night flying became practical.
However, protests were beginning to appear that the
Post Office was operating an aviation branch while
virtually all other mail transportation was by contract.

Meanwhile, a major scandal popularly called the Tea-
pot Dome was brewing. It began shortly after Harding’s
inauguration when he transferred jurisdiction over the
Naval Petroleum Reserves at Teapot Dome, Wyoming
and Elk Hills, California from the Navy to the Interior
Department, no doubt at the behest of his Secretary
of the Interior, Albert B. Fall. About a year later the
Wall Street Journal (April 14, 1922) alleged that Sec-
retary Fall had issued single-bid, non-competitive oil
and gas leases to drill on Teapot Dome to Harry Sinclair
of Mammoth Oil Company and on Elk Hills to Edward
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CENSUS OF WORLD’S FAIR STATION DUPLEX “1” MARKINGS
1. JUL 22, 5 PM, to Waukon, Iowa, on cover with corner card of “UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM”.  (Earliest
Reported Postmark)

2. JUL 25, 5 PM, to Chicago, Illinois, on a two-cent Grant letter sheet issue of 1886.

3. AUG 21, 4 PM, to Milwaukee, Wisconsin on a UX10 Grant postal card.

4. AUG 21, 4 PM, to Charleston, West Virginia, on cover with a corner card of the “WORLD’S COLUMBIAN COMMIS-
SION”.

5. AUG 21, 4 PM, to Kansas City, Missouri, on a cover with a corner card of the “WORLD’S FAIR COMMISSION OF
MISSOURI”.

6. SEP 20, 2 PM, to Baltimore, Maryland & forwarded to New Hampshire, on a cover with a corner card of the “BOARD OF
LADY MANAGERS”. (Double WFS duplex “1”)

7. SEP 20, 2 PM, to Parkland, Kentucky, on a UX10 Grant postal card.

8. SEP 20, 2 PM, to Oakland, California, on cover.

9. SEP 20, 4 PM, to Yonkers, New York, on a Goldsmith souvenir postal card, Set 2, EX18, UPSS.  (Design of the Agricultural
Building)

10. SEP 29, 4 PM, to Strill, Pennsylvania, on a UX10 Grant postal card. (Latest Reported Postmark)

CENSUS OF WORLD’S FAIR STATION, POINTING HAND, “RETURNED TO WRITER”
MARKING.  (These hand stamp markings are known in both magenta and red)

1. JUN 20, 1893, mailed from Debuque, Iowa with a “JUN 14”, International machine WFS receipt marking
on reverse.  (Earliest Reported Postmark)

2. JUN 24, 1893, mailed from Cincinnati, Ohio.

Census Report on World’s Fair Station Markings of the World’s
Columbian Exposition

PART II

By Kenneth C. Wukasch

In the July 2007issue of La Posta, my first census
report was published of the WORLD’S FAIR STA-
TION “REC’D” postal marking properly used during
the operation of the World’s Fair Station Post Office.
It was promised that in a future issue that a census of
the Duplex “1” shown in figure 1 and the Pointing
Hand, “Returned to Writer” shown in figure 2, would
be reported with dates used and whether the marking
was on cover or card.  This census is listed below.

Both of these markings are extremely rare and sel-
dom appear at public auction.  The duplex “1” should
carry a rarity rating of “5” and the Pointing Hand a
“4” according to my “WORLD’S FAIR STATION

CANCEL AND MARKING RARITY SCALE” that
appeared on page 33 of the July 2006 issue of La
Posta.

 I would like to thank John Moore and Steve Sheppard
for their invaluable assistance in providing information
and photos from their extensive exposition collections.
Additional information was obtained from William
Bomar’s book, POSTAL MARKINGS OF UNITED
STATES EXPOSITIONS and Harvey Karlen’s,
CHICAGO’S GREAT WHITE CITY.

Figure 1 Duplex “1”
WORLD’S FAIR STATION
hand stamp with close
spacing of only 3 mm
between the words,
“WORLD”S” AND
“CHICAGO”.

Figure 2 Pointing Hand,
“RETURNED TO WRITER, From
World’s Fair Sta., Chicago, Ill.,
P.O.” hand stamped in both
magenta and red ink.
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Figure 3 This cover mailed “JUL 26, 1893”, from Monona, Iowa was sold by a San
Francisco auction house in April 2009 for $2800.

3. JUL 26, 1893, mailed from Monona, Iowa.  (magenta)  Figure 3.

4. JUL ? (not legible), 1893, mailed from Cortland, New York, dated July 27, 1893.

5. AUG 23, 1893, mailed from Rome, New York.

6. SEP 16, 1893, mailed from Muscatine, Iowa.

7. NOV 8, 1893, mailed from Cleveland, Ohio. (red)

8. NOV 11, 1893, mailed from Helena, Montana.

9. NOV 14, 1893, mailed from Smithfield, Rhode Island.  (Latest Reported Postmark)

COVERCRAZY2
Postal History

NEARLY 10,000 COVERS IN OUR STORE

www.covercrazy2.com
TENS OF THOUSANDS NOT YET ON THE INTERNET

Please contact with your Want list & let us know if you would like us to notify you when new
inventory arrives

A Large stock of Postal History by State, Advertising, Fancy Cancels, Machine Cancels, RPO’s,
Foreign Covers, and much more !

We look forward to hearing from you

Anne & Elwyn (Doub) Doubleday
PO Box 119

Alton, NH  03809
(603) 875-1808

annesell@worldpath.net
Elwyn@elwyndoubleday.com
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Hampshire County West Virginia Post Offices
Communities (Post Offices) that are in
present day Mineral County
There are several towns or post offices that are in-
cluded in one or more of the various lists of Hamp-
shire County post offices that are in present day Min-
eral County. These include Burlington, Claysville,
Frankfort, Kelly’s, New Creek, New Creek Depot,
New Creek Station, Paddytown, Rees Tannery,
Sheetz’s Mill, Wardville, and Wind Lea. As with those
in current day Hampshire County, some of these
names are merely different names for the same com-
munity served by the post office.

It is not clear why these particular post offices are
included in the Hampshire County lists.  At first I
thought that it was because the compiler intended to
include all post offices established under the County’s
name regardless of what county they may have been
included in later; however, this would not explain why
post offices such as Mount Carbon, Ridgeville,
Pattersons Depot, Piedmont, and Hartmonsville, which
were established in Hampshire County before Min-
eral County was created, were not included.  I also
surmised that these Mineral County post office might
have been included because of their geographic loca-
tion near the Hampshire County border, but while this
is true for those lying along Patterson Creek (Frank-
fort, Sheetz’s Mill and Burlington), it does not explain
those post offices which lay further west, in some cases
on the western border of Mineral County such as
Paddytown (present day Keiser).  Even the Post Of-
fice Department was uncertain as to what post of-
fices were in which county as they sent a request to
the Romney postmaster dated May 16, 1866 asking
him to confirm the listed post offices (Claysville, Frank-
fort, Hartmonsville, New Creek Station, Patterson’s
Depot, Piedmont, Ree’s Tannery, Ridgeville, and
Sheetz’ Mill) were “in the  new county ‘Mineral’”7.

Regardless of why some post office names that are in
present day Mineral County appear on many earlier
Hampshire County lists and others do not, I will at-
tempt to identify all those established before Mineral
County was created, including their approximate loca-
tion, years of operation, and the evolution after Min-
eral County was created. [NOTE, this is not a list of
all Mineral County post offices, just those that were
created in Hampshire County before Mineral
County was split off in 1866.]

Part 3
By Len McMaster

Previously I discussed a little of the history of Hamp-
shire County, described the source of the data and the
conventions used in the listings, and listed the post of-
fices established in Hampshire County that are or
would have been within its present day boundaries.
The introduction is repeated here.

Introduction
 Several people have previously cataloged the Hamp-
shire County West Virginia post offices, generally as
part of a larger effort to list all the post offices of West
Virginia.  Examples include Helbock’s United States
Post Offices1 and Small’s The Post Offices of West
Virginia, 1792-19772.  Confusing this study is that
Hampshire County was initially split off from Virginia
with the establishment of many early post offices ap-
pearing in studies of Virginia post offices such as
Abelson’s Virginia Postmasters and Post Offices,
1789-18323 and Hall’s “Virginia Post Offices, 1798-
1859”4; and that Hampshire County was itself even-
tually split into all or parts of five West Virginia coun-
ties, including its present day boundaries.  Two other
lists warrant mentioning:  Forte’s comprehensive list
of post offices on his postal history website5 and
Lisbeth’s study of Virginia Postal Markings Colonial -
1865, which, while not comprehensive, has the advan-
tage of including postal markings as well as early post-
masters6.

Thus I have attempted to identify the approximate lo-
cation and dates of operation of the post offices es-
tablished in Hampshire County, explaining, where pos-
sible, the discrepancies or possible confusion that ex-
ists in the other listings.  Because of the length of the
material, it has been broken up into three parts.  This
part will conclude the study with descriptions of the
post offices in Mineral County today that were estab-
lished in Hampshire County before Mineral County
was split off, and tables of all the post offices estab-
lished in Hampshire County.

––––––––––––––––
Copyright 2010 by Len McMaster
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Alaska (Frankfort, Fort Ashby)

Established November 28, 1881, the post office was
previously known as Frankfort, and on September 1,
1932 the name was changed to For Ashby.  See Fort
Ashby for more detail.

Burlington

Burlington is located in southeastern Mineral County
on the Northwestern Turnpike (U.S. Route 50) west
of Romney near the intersection with Pattersons Creek
Road (County Route 11). The post office was estab-
lished September 24, 1827, and discontinued April 17,
1844 until re-established February 2, 1853.  It was dis-
continued again February 10, 1860 and re-established
in Mineral County October 14, 1867.  It continues op-
eration as a working post office today, zip code 26710.

Both Helbock and Small list Burlington in Mineral
County regardless of dates of operation.

Claysville (Kelly’s, Clay, Clayville)

Claysville was located in south-central part of Mineral
County on the Northwestern Turnpike (U.S. Route 50)
near the intersection with State Route 93 south of New
Creek.  The post office was originally established as
Kelly’s December 7, 1832 with John Kelly serving as
the first postmaster.  On May 5, 1838 the name was
changed to Claysville, which operated until discontin-
ued on July 23, 1845. I believe this post office was re-
established April 27, 1860 as Clayville, operating un-
der that name until May 4, 1866 when the name was
changed back to Claysville; and then operated as
Claysville until it was discontinued October 28, 1884
with the mail routed to Rees Tannery.

Small lists Kelly’s, the 1st Claysville, and Clayville as
in Hampshire County, and the 2nd  Claysville as in Min-
eral County but with a discontinuance date of 1894
instead of 18842.  Helbock lists Kelly’s and the 1st

Claysville as in Hampshire County, but he does not list
Clayville separately, showing only the 2nd Claysville
operating in Mineral County from 1860 to 1884 … “if
the choice came down to making a double listing or a
single listing for a particular post office with a minor
change due to spelling differences, the single listing
was chosen” 1, in this case even though they were in
different counties.

Fort Ashby (Alaska, Frankfort)

Fort Ashby is located in northeastern Mineral County
on State Route 28 at the intersection with State Route
46 northwest of Springfield.  The post office was origi-
nally established as Frankfort in 1800 (the date of first
return is reported as January 1, 1801).  On November

28, 1881 the name was changed to Alaska,
and then on September 1, 1932 to Fort
Ashby, which continues as working post
office today, zip code 26719.

Both Helbock1 and Small2 list Frankfort,
Alaska, and Fort Ashby as in Mineral
County regardless of dates of operation.

Frankfort (Frankford, Alaska, Fort Ashby)

Established in 1800 the name was changed
to Alaska November 28, 1811, and later to
Fort Ashby.  See Fort Ashby for more de-
tail.

Hartmonsville (Hartmansville)

Hartmonsville was located in southwestern
Mineral County along the Northwestern Turnpike
(U.S. Route 50) near the intersection with Mt. Pisgah
Road (County Route 50/5) just north of the Grant
County line southwest of New Creek. The post office
was established November 27, 1858 and discontinued
July 9, 1866.  It was re-established on February 13,
1867 and was discontinued October 31, 1915 with the
mail routed to Elk Garden.

Both Helbock and Small list Hartmansville as in Min-
eral County regardless of dates of operation.

Headsville (Sheetz’s Mill)

Headsville was located in southeastern Mineral County
near the intersection of Pattersons Creek Road (County
Routes 11) and Fountain-Headsville Road (County
Route 16), north of Burlington.  The post office was
originally established as Sheetz’s Mill January 2, 1813

Figure 22 1900 Burlington postmark
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with Charles Marshall serving as the first postmaster
until it was discontinued May 3, 1815.  The post office
was re-established January 14, 1828 with Frederick
Sheetz serving as postmaster.  Henry Head served as
postmaster from February 26, 1855 to February 23,
1857; and then again from March 24, 1858 until the
post office was discontinued September 29, 1866.  On
March 5, 1868 the post office was re-established as
Headsville with Henry Head serving as the initial post-
master, and continued operation until discontinued
December 31, 1951 with the mail routed to Keyser.
The general store that housed the post office from the
1860’s until 1914 was acquired by the Smithsonian,
torn down, restored and re-built for display in 1971 at
the National Museum of American History in Wash-
ington, DC20. Today the restored Headsville post of-
fice is on loan from the Smithsonian to the American
Philatelic Society (APS) and displayed at their head-
quarters in Bellefont, PA, where it is a working post
office, zip code 16823.

Both Helbock1 and Small2 list Sheetz’s Mill as in Hamp-
shire County, and Headsville as in Mineral County
consistent with the dates of operation.

Kelly’s (Claysville)

Established December 7, 1832, the name was changed
to Claysville May 5, 1838.  See Claysville for more
detail.

Keyser (Paddytown, Paddy Town, New Creek De-
pot, New Creek Station, New Creek, Wind Lea)

Keyser is located in western Mineral County where
the New Creek River empties into the North Branch
of the Potomac River at the intersection of US Route
220 and State Route 46.  The first post office was
established as Paddytown October 30, 1811, which

was discontinued January 6, 1844 until re-
established as Paddy Town January 22,
1852.  With the arrival of the railroad the
post office name changed several times, first
to New Creek Depot on October 4, 1852,
to Wind Lea on January 22, 1855, and to
New Creek Station on August 8, 1857.
Then on August 29, 1867 the post office
name was changed to just New Creek, and
finally to Keyser on September 23, 1874
after the town was incorporated.  The post
office continues to operate today, zip code
26726.

Helbock1 lists Paddytown as in Hampshire
County (he does not list Paddy Town sepa-
rately), New Creek Depot in Mineral

County, Wind Lea in Hampshire County, New Creek
Station and Keyser in Mineral County.  Small2 lists
Paddytown (he does not list Paddy Town separately),
New Creek Depot, Wind Lea, New Creek Station, and
Keyser as all in Mineral County.  The use of the name
New Creek from 1867 to 1874 for this location is con-
fusing as it appears to have been used for another lo-
cation as well.  Small appears to correctly list the 2nd

New Creek post office operating from 1867 to 1874.
Helbock, however, lists a New Creek post office in-
correctly operating from 1867 to date, which appears
to mix up the post office operating at what became
Keyser with the post office operating at what became
New Creek (see New Creek).

Mount Carbon (Piedmont)

Established August 16, 1852, the name was changed
to Piedmont December 21, 1855.  See Piedmont for
more detail.

Figure 23 1882 Headsville postmark

Figure 24 Mount Carbon postmark circa 1854 (courtesy
of Wayne Farley)
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New Creek (Newcreek, Rees Tannery, Wardsville)

New Creek today lies along the New Creek River in
south-central part of  Mineral County on McMullen
Highway (State route 972) near the intersection with
the Northwestern Turnpike (U.S. Routes 50) south of
Keyser.  There are several listings of post offices with
“New Creek” in the name, all appearing to lie along
the New Creek river that flows from New Creek
Mountain in northern Grant County to the northeast
through western Mineral County and emptying into the
North Branch of the Potomac at present day Keyser.
Making it more difficult are the overlapping dates of
operation (see Keyser). It appears that New Creek
was established as a post office in this community July
22, 1851 until its name was changed to Wardsville on
August 8, 1857, then to Rees Tannery on March 25,
1861 with Silas Rees serving as the postmaster.  Rees’
Tannery was discontinued September 29, 1866 and re-
established April 12, 1878.  On March 25, 1896 the
name was changed to Newcreek, which continued
operation until discontinued April 29, 1944.  The post
office was re-established Jun 23, 1945 and on July 1,
1963 the name was changed to New Creek, which
continues operation as a working post office today, zip
code 26743.

Both Helbock1 and Small2 list the 1st New Creek,
Wardville and Rees’ Tannery as located in Hampshire
County, and the 2nd Rees’ Tannery as located in Min-
eral County.  Helbock does not list Newcreek and his
listing of New Creek operating from 1867 to date ap-
pears to mix up the post office operating at what be-
came Keyser with the post office operating at what
became New Creek (see Keyser).  Small does not list
Newcreek either, and his listing of New Creek oper-
ating from 1963 to date misses the earlier operation as
Newcreek.

New Creek Depot (Paddytown, Paddy Town, Wind
Lea, New Creek Station, New Creek, Keyser)

Established October 4, 1852, the post office was pre-
viously known as Paddytown or Paddy Town, and on
January 22, 1855 the name was changed to Wind Lea.
See Keyser for more detail.

New Creek Station (Paddytown, Paddy Town, New
Creek Depot, Wind Lea, New Creek, Keyser)

Established August 8, 1857, the post office was previ-
ously known as Wind Lea, and on August 29, 1867 the
name was changed to New Creek.  See Keyser for
more detail.

Paddytown (Paddy Town, Paddy T., New Creek De-
pot, Wind Lea, New Creek Station, New Creek,
Keyser)

Established October 30, 1811 and discontinued Janu-
ary 6, 1844, the post office was re-established as Paddy
Town January 22, 1852, and the name changed to New
Creek Depot October 4, 1852.  See Keyser for more
detail.

Patterson Creek (Pattersons Depot, Pattersons
Creek)

Patterson Creek was located in northern Mineral
County where Patterson Creek empties into the North
Branch of the Potomac River at the intersection of
Dans Run (County Route 15) and Pattersons Creek
Village Road (County Route 28/3).  The post office
was originally established as Pattersons Depot July 7,
1843, operating until it was discontinued October 27,
1903 with mail routed to Alaska.  On March 5, 1907 it
was re-established as Pattersons Creek and on Sep-
tember 1, 1951 the name was changed to Patterson
Creek, operating until it was discontinued April 13, 1985
with the mail routed to Ridgley.

Jay Lounsbury in his book on “Discontinued and Re-
named Post Offices in the ZIP Era,” distinguishes what
he refers to as the “administrative” closing date that
appears in Post Office Department records from the
“actual” closing date, which may differ from the ad-
ministrative closing by days to years.  In an attempt to
increase the accuracy of post office closings,
Lounsbury attempted to contact “current and former
Postmasters and knowing local residents.”  Thus
Lounsbury lists the closing of Pattersons Creek as
“during 1984,” as opposed to the “discontinued” date
of April 13, 1985 listed in the Postal Bulletin.9  [This
was the only discrepancy in closing dates noted by
Lounsbury for those post offices that were originally
part of Hampshire County, but located in Mineral
County today.]

Both Helbock1 and Small2 list Pattersons Depot and
Pattersons Creek as in Mineral County regardless of
the dates of operation.  Small lists Patterson Creek
separately, while Helbock does not.

Pattersons Depot (Pattersons Creek, Paterson
Creek)

Established July 7, 1843 and discontinued October 27,
1903, the post office was re-established March 5, 1907
as Pattersons Creek.  See Patterson Creek for more
detail.
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Piedmont

Piedmont is located in western Mineral County on State
Route 46 along the North Branch of the Potomac River
west of Keyser.  The post office was originally estab-
lished as Mount Carbon August 16, 1852.  On De-
cember 21, 1855 the name was changed to Piedmont,
which continues operation as a working post office
today, zip code 26750.

Helbock1 lists Mount Carbon as in Hampshire County
and Piedmont as in Mineral County, while Small2 lists
both Mount Carbon and Piedmont as in Mineral County,
regardless of the dates of operation.

Rees Tannery (New Creek, Wardville, Newcreek)

Initially established March 25, 1861, the post office
was previously known as Wardville.  It was discontin-
ued September 29, 1866, but re-established April 12,
1878, and then on March 25, 1896 the name was
changed to Newcreek.  See New Creek for more de-
tail.

Figure 25 1852 Pattersons Depot manuscript postmark
(courtesy of Wayne Farley)

Figure 26 1856 Piedmont manuscript postmark (courtesy of
Wayne Farley)

Ridgeville (Ridge Village)

Ridgeville was located in south-central part Mineral
County on the Northwestern Turnpike (U.S. Route
50) west of Burlington near the intersection with
Knobley Road (County Route 9).  The post office
was established May 18, 1834 and discontinued Janu-
ary 31, 1908.  It was re-established four months later
on June 12, 1908 and discontinued July 1, 1960 with
the mail routed to Keyser.

Both Helbock1 and Small2 list Ridgeville as in Min-
eral County regardless of dates of operation.

Sheetz’s Mill (Sheetz’ Mill, Sheet’s Mill, Headsville)

Established January 2, 1813 and discontinued Septem-
ber 29, 1866, the post office was re-established as
Headsville March 5, 1868.  See Headsville for more
detail.

Wardville (New Creek, Rees Tannery, Newcreek)

Established August 8, 1857, the post office was previ-
ously known as New Creek, and on March 25, 1861
the name was changed to Rees Tannery.  See New
Creek for more detail

Wind Lea (Paddytown, Paddy Town, New Creek
Depot, New Creek Station, New Creek, Keyser)

Established January 22, 1855, the post office was
previously known as New Creek Depot, and on
August 8, 1857 the name was changed to New Creek
Station.  See Keyser for more detail.
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Post Offices Established and Located in Present Day Hampshire County 
Post Office (zip) Established Discontinued 

Augusta (26704) 04/17/1882 -
Bache 04/ 10/1903 09/15/1913 
Barnes Mills, Barnes Mill 09/30/1879 04/3011911 
Barrettsvi lie 05/15/1866 05/22/1877 
Belt 11/24/1928 08/1511934 
Bloomery (26817) 05/13/1852 -
Cacapehon 05/08/1901 0411511925 
Cacaponville 03/18/1843 0610611853 
Capon Bridge (26711) 07/13/1841 -
Cag_on Springs (26823) 06/18/1841 -
Cold Stream 09/24/ 1827 12/27/1968 
Cold Stream Mills 12/27/ 1813 Jun 1819 
Concord 03/08/1876 0311511933 
Creekvale 10/23/1917 0613011936 
Critton 05/22/1907 0513111908 
Davy 8/20/1902 0112411911 
Delray (26714) 05/13/1886 -
Dillon's Run 07/13/1830 12131/1938 
Donaldson 06/15/1877 0312611883 
Dunn's Store 05/18/1820 1821 
Extract 11/02/1900 0713111906 
Fordhill, Ford Hill 04/02/1903 09130/1920 
Forks Of Capon 12/06/1869 0513111908 
Forks Of Potomac 0711 1/ 1851 1212011865 
Frenchburg 05/02/1857 03110/1860 
Glebe 08/31/1881 1213111936 
Glencoe, Glenco 03/23/1826 07/13/1841 
Gloydsborough 03/14/18 14 1821 
Good 04/20/1908 1111411936 

Green Sprinq (26722) 12/06/1880 -
Green Spring Run 06/06/1849 12/06/1880 
Green Valley Depot 02117/1843 0610611849 
Hainesville 02/11/1878 04109/1895 
Hanging Rock 10111/1819 05131/1958 
Hannums Mills 01/18/1876 01/17/1877 
Higginsville 04/26/1850 06/30/1948 
Hi_g_h View (26808) 06122/1839 -
Hooks Mills, Hook's Mills 12/06/1854 04/30/1950 
Hoy 06/05/1906 04/30/1958 
Intermont (26842) 06/11/1915 01/29/1972 
Jericho 11 /06/1897 09/30/1913 
Jersey Mountain 09/30/1879 01/20/1887 
Junction (26824) 11/13/1866 01/30/1997 
Kirby (26729) 05/27/1884 10/02/1992 
Lafollettsville 08/13/1877 07/20/1894 
Lehew (26843) 12/24/1887 09/09/1984 
Levels (25431) 01/20/1890 -
Levels Cross Roads 09/25/1871 07/12/1880 
Little Cape Capon 0 1/19/1815 10/26/1835 
Loom 0112211917 02/28/1943 
Mill Brook 0811311877 01/0311896 
Millbrook 0110311896 08131/1954 
Moorefield Junction 0811211874 12/1111890 
Mutton Run 10/13/1879 06/11 /1915 
Neals Run 0411511925 05/3111942 
Nero 06/15/1904 12/15/1926 
North River 03/1311821 0511111822 
North River Meeting House 0211111826 08/2211866 

Post Office (zip) Established Discontinued 
North River Mills 05/11/1822 1210511895 
North river Mills (267 44) 12/05/1895 0913011972 
Offutt's, Offutt's Store 10/31/1814 1829 
Okonoko 06/06/1853 1013111958 
Pancake 05/10/191 1 05/31/1912 
Pleasant Dale 02/03/1848 1213011964 
Points (25437) 12/08/1897 -
Purgitsville (26852) 09/17/1851 -
Rada 01124/1911 0313111948 
Rio (26755) 12/27/1881 -
Romney (26757) 04/01/1796 -
Ruckman 05/31/ 1883 09/15/1947 
Sector 10/27/1917 1211511936 
Sedan 01/09/1871 11115/1929 
Shanks (26761) 12/22/1897 -
Sherrard's Store 12/28/1814 0511311852 
Slanesville (25444) 09/04/1857 -
Smiths Gap 02/17/1848 0511311886 
South Branch 05/23/1903 06/30/1950 
South Branch Depot 12/20/1865 0512311903 
Spring Gap 07/17/1890 0613011953 
Springfield (26763) 09/20/1800 -
Stony 04/27/1900 0411411904 
Taylor 08/21 /1886 05/18/1889 
Three Churches (26765) 01/20/1887 1210311993 
Valley 05/19/1928 06/15/1937 
Vanderl ip 04/26/1915 05131/1952 
Wappocomo 06/01/1891 01131/1921 
Yellow Spring (26865) 06/22/1839 -

Post Offices Established in Hampshire County 
thai are in l'resent Day Mineral Coun ty 

Pos t O ffic e (zip) E s t a blished D isco n t inued 

11/28/1881 09/01/1 932 

09/24/1827 

05/05/1838 07/23/1 845 

05/04/1866 10/28/1 884 

04/27/1860 05/04/1866 

09/01/1932 

1800 1 1/28/1 881 

11/27/1858 10/31/1 915 

03/05/1868 1 2/31/1951 

1 2/07/1832 05/05/1 838 

09/23/1874 

08/16/1852 1 2/21/1 855 

03/25/1896 07/01/1 963 

07/01/1963 

08/29/1867 09/23/1 8 7 4 

07/22/1851 08/08/1 857 

10/04 / 1852 01/22/1855 

N ew C reek S t ation K - 5 08/08/ 1857 08/29/1 867 

Paddy Town (K-2) 0 1/22/1852 1 0/04/1852 

10/30/181 1 01/06/1844 

09/01/ 1951 04/13/1 985 

03/05/ 1907 09/01/ 1951 

07/07/1843 10/27/1 903 

1 2/21/1855 

03/25/1861 09/29/1866 

04/12/1878 03/25/1896 

Rid eville 05/18/ 1834 07/01/1 960 
Sheetz 's M i ll, Sheet's M ill 0 1/02/1813 09/29/1 866 

Wardville. Wardsville (N C-2) 08/08/1857 03/25/1 861 

Win d Lea (K-4) 0 1/22/1855 08/08/1 857 

Note: ln those c.as~ w~ere the post office name changed sever..tl times, e.g., pr~nt day Keyser and 
New Creek. I have md1cated the order of the changes using the first initial(s) of lhe final post office 
nnme, e.g., K-1, K-2! .... K-7, and NC'-1. NC-2, .... NC-ii. 
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Map 2  Map of Hampshire County indicating the approximate location of both current
and historical post offices

7. National Archives Microfilm Publication M1126,
Post Office Department Records of Site Locations,
1837-1950

8. Century-Old General Store-Post Office Recon-
structed at Smithsonian, The American Philatelist,
October 1971, Vol.85, No.10, p. 907-908

9. Lounsbury, Jay W., 2010, The DPO Book (Discon-
tinued and Renamed Post Offices in the ZIP Era)
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Shock Waves: Impacts of the Great Quake in Other
California Communities

By Joseph M. Del Grosso

At 5:12 am, April 18, 1906 a 7.8 magnitude earthquake
jolted much of coastal central and northern California.
It was felt from as far south as Los Angeles and as
far north as southern Oregon. Extensive damage oc-
curred from Hollister in the south to Fort Bragg along
the north California coast. The epicenter was on the
San Andreas fault near Mussel Rock, which is on the
ocean side of  San Francisco. While much of central
California along the San Andreas fault experienced
considerable damage, this earthquake is usually iden-
tified as the San Francisco earthquake of 1906. To be
sure, San Francisco suffered greatly from the earth-
quake and by the great conflagration that followed
which consumed over 500 blocks of the city’s heavily
built up area. Much of the impact of the earthquake
and fire on the city has been well reported and stud-
ied, including the affect the disaster had on postal op-
erations in that city.  As mentioned, the impact of the
earthquake extended far beyond San Francisco. Some
of these impacts have been described by victims in
nearby communities and are preserved on correspon-
dence mailed from those places.

In the San Francisco Bay area in 1906 there were
numerous cities and communities all around the bay.
Oakland and San Jose are among the most recognized
cities in the region. There were also many other com-
munities that have since grown into larger cities and
some that have become parts of these larger cities
and have lost their distinction. The San Francisco Bay
area was well populated at the time- the population of
the counties comprising the bay area in the census of
1900 was 579,037, dominated by San Francisco city/
county with a population of 342,782. These counties
include Alameda, Contra Costa, San Francisco, San
Mateo and Santa Clara.  The population of the bay
area in 1906 is not known, however, in the 1910 cen-
sus 829,955 people were counted in the above-men-
tioned counties, a gain of 43% over 10 years. The popu-
lation of San Francisco in 1906 was estimated to be
about 410,000.

The author has over the years acquired a few postal
cards that tell a little about the impacts the earthquake
had on other areas near San Francisco. These were
mailed on the day of the earthquake or the day follow-

ing from communities located in the bay area. They
tell a little of what others in areas near San Francisco
experienced on April 18, 1906.

Figure 1 is a private mailing card mailed from San
Jose, California on April 18, 1906 to Woodland, Cali-
fornia. It was written soon after the earthquake dev-
astated much of that city located about 40 miles south
of San Francisco. The postmark indicates the San Jose
post office cancelled the card at 11 am, less than five
hours after the event.  The message of the card de-
scribes some of the destruction witnessed.

April 18, 1906. San Jose
Dear Friends: We are all right but the entire town
is in an awful wreck. Many were killed & hurt.
How are you all?  We were out of the house in a
minute, for we are upstairs & the house was
some what taken from its old place.  Everything
like every place else was turned up sidedown in
the house. Will tell about it when I write. The
H.S. is a total wreck. Love to all, Bessie

As Bessie mentioned, the three-story San Jose High
School, eight years old in 1906, was destroyed. If the
quake had occurred during a time when classrooms
were filled there would have likely been many injured
or killed. In nearby Agnew the collapse of the Agnew
state hospital, which was occupied by the mentally ill,
took the lives of 112 patients and staff.

Figure 2 is a post card mailed from Oakland on April,
18, 1906, cancelled at 12 M (midnight), and sent to
Riverside in southern California where it was received
on April 19 at 3:30 pm. The message written on the
face of the card follows:

Figure 1  Private mailing card sent from San Jose, CA
on April 18, 1906 describing damage in that city by the
earthquake of 1906.
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April 18, 1906
Dear Sister & Ben we are all right after the
earthquake I will write when I get over the shock
of it is something awful  Auggie(?)

Oakland was California’s third largest city in 1906 with
a population of 67,000. There was considerable dam-
age in Oakland but that city was spared the fires such
as those that caused the greatest damage in San Fran-
cisco across the bay. As evidenced by the cancella-
tions on the card in Figure 2, some public functions
continued to operate following the earthquake. It has
been estimated that up to 200,000 refugees from San
Francisco relocated to Oakland as reconstruction took
place. Many of these refugees utilized the still-operat-
ing ferry service from San Francisco soon after the
earthquake struck, taking with them only a few per-
sonal items. Relief services, including bread lines, were
established in Oakland as quickly as the day of the
earthquake. Most lines of communication from Oak-
land remained functional, including postal services.

Mailed on April 19, 1906 from Palo Alto, California to
Wilsonville, Oregon the message on  the postal card in
figure 3 states:

Palo Alto, Cal., Apr.19. 9:15 a.m.
The horror seems to be over now & I am un-
harmed. Two here lost their life- one a student &
one an engineer. A few hurt but not badly. Lots
of property loss- Palo Alto & Stanford- but we
are so fortunate that so few deaths. Univ. lovely
buildings- ruins- But for reports from San Fran.
Terrible fires & death by thousands but perhaps
you know more about it than me as we are cut off
from everywhere except by autos and now and

then a train from suburbs.
I don’t know when this mail will get through, but
do my best. Can’t telegraph. I do pity the folks at
home. The bad shock came at 5 a.m. 18th slight
ones all day. Some at night. We slept out side.
None since 2:30 this morn. I wonder if you felt it
there. Helen

Palo Alto, home of Stanford University, was not as
severely damage as other nearby cities. Damage to
the university, however, was extensive.  Since the earth-
quake occurred during Easter break loss of life was
minimal. Many of the residents did sleep outside their
homes as Helen mentions. It was reported that the
glow of the San Francisco fires were visible from Palo
Alto, a distance of about 30 miles.

The post card in figure 4 was mailed from Centerville,
California (now a part of the city of Fremont) near the
south end of San Francisco Bay on Apr. 19, 1906 at

Figure 2  Post card mailed from Oakland, CA to
southern California postmarked April 18, 1906 stating
that the writers family is alright following the 1906
earthquake.

Figure 3  Government postal card mailed from Palo Alto,
CA on the day following the earthquake telling about
the impact of the community of Palo Alto

Figure 4  Post card mailed on April 19, 1906 from
Centerville, CA to a San Francisco address and
forwarded to Mission San Jose, CA by the San Francisco
post office while fires were consuming large parts of that
city surrounding the post office.
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12 PM. It was sent to Mr. Gus Hanssler, 775 Mission
Street, San Francisco c/o Wilson House. The address
is crossed out with the card forwarded to Mission San
Jose, Alameda County, probably by the San Francisco
post office. The message written on the face of the
card in pencil is:

Dear Gus- Am safe and sound let me know if you
are. Everything a wreck in Irvington & Mission
& Cent. George

Irvington and Mission San Jose are now also part of
Fremont, included when Fremont was incorporated by
including the five communities of Niles, Irvington, Mis-
sion San Jose, Centerville and Warm Springs in 1956.

Figure 5 is a postcard postmarked San Francisco, Cal.
April 18, 1906 at 5 am, 12 minutes before the earth-
quake. It was mailed to East Auburn, Cal. and received
there on April 21st. The message, written prior to the
earthquake, is as follows:

Dear Esther.  We are having a fine time down
here. We are tired everynight. We went over to
Oakland Sunday to see Edna but she was not
home. I don’t now whether we will find time to
go over again.  We saw Stella Martin Sunday
and then tonight. I saw Mr. Coford (our second
year English teacher). I guess we will be home
Friday. Sunday we went to Cathedral. It was
grand. Well good bye dearie. Belle

It would be interesting to learn what happened to Belle
and her friend(s) the next morning. What had been an
enjoyable trip to the city must have turned into an im-
mense nightmare.

While the main San Francisco post office was located
within the area that was burned following the earth-
quake post office employees were able to limit dam-
age of the structure by battling flames using postal
bags. Their gallant effort saved every piece of mail in
the post office allowing delivery of posted mail.

Figure 5  Message from a visitor to San Francisco
describing her trip to the city in the days before the
earthquake and fire. It was mailed to East Auburn, CA
and was cancelled at 5 am, April 18, 1906, minutes
before the earthquake.

San Francisco
Earthquake of
1906: Burning of
San Francisco.
Mission District
April 1906
(Source: US Archiv
ARCWEB ARC
Identifier: 524395
NARA National
Archives and
Records
Administration
Author
Photographer:
Chadwick, H. D.
(US Gov War
Department. Office
of the Chief Signal
Officer.)



Autumn 2010 45

By Michael Dattolico

Woodrow Wilson called sending American troops to
Russia a “colossal” decision. The acerbic General
Peyton C. March claimed that President Wilson inter-
fered twice with military operations of the War while
he was Chief of Staff, and he was wrong both times.
March was referring to the North Russia campaign
and the Siberia Intervention. In retrospect, both men
were correct. The U.S. military incursion into Siberia
has been characterized as one of the most difficult
military campaigns in our history.

Wracked by revolution and its government in chaos,
Russia appealed for allied assistance with the vague
promise to reenter the war. The tasks facing the ex-
peditionary force were daunting. At Vladivostok, the
loss of huge stockpiles of military supplies loomed. The
Trans- Siberian Railroad was threatened by warring
Bolsheviks. A large force of Japanese troops, ostensi-
bly American allies, aggressively sought to colonize
Siberian territory. The Czech Legion, stranded in
Russia’s Far East, wanted to return to the war in Eu-
rope. President Wilson openly stated that Russia de-
served the chance to determine its own political fate,

and the presence of American troops might facilitate
that process. Wilson’s idealistic goals in particular
caused much chagrin among military leaders. Never-
theless, it was decided that Vladivostok would be the
Army’s destination.

American troops chosen for the assignment were in
for a surprise. Soldiers expecting to fight in France
instead found themselves traveling west to Camp Fre-
mont, California. There they became part of the 8th
Infantry Division commanded by General William
Graves. But the expeditionary force was built around
two seasoned regiments, the 27th U.S. Infantry and
the 31st U.S. Infantry, based in the Philippines. By the
fall of 1918, those regiments and the 8th Division troops
comprised the American Expeditionary Force in Sibe-
ria with headquarters at Vladivostok.

After establishing communications and taking control
of military supplies, the U.S. troops’ main priority was
securing the railroad from destruction by rebel Cos-
sacks and the Bolsheviks. The 27th Infantry moved
north to Nikolsk-Ussuri while the 31st Infantry estab-
lished positions at Shkotovo near the Suchan valley.
(Figure 1)

Army Intra-Theater Mail in AEF Siberia

Figure 1.  Russian map of the Vladivostok sector circa 1914. Note the arrow pointing
to “Chkotova” later spelled Shkotovo where the 3st Infantry operated. The area north
of Vladivostok was patrolled by the 27th Infantry.
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From the beginning, the assignment
was difficult for the American forces.
Abruptly moving from the tropics to
the frigid Russian landscape was an
obvious shock to the men of the 27th
and 31st Infantry. Many soldiers were
unsure about their mission in Russia,
nor did they know how long they
would be there. News of the Armi-
stice and American soldiers in Europe
going home was equally depressing.
Despite the presence of adequately
staffed and supplied medical detach-
ments, an outbreak of spinal menin-
gitis and Spanish influenza caused
much anxiety among the troops.
Numbing guard duty and constant
patrolling of miles of railroad caused
resentment. Men grew sullen and
bored, the aftermath being drunkenness and fighting,
plus an alarming rate of venereal disease which kept
the medical staff busy. Melancholia caused by home-
sickness became endemic. Writing supplies were made
available by the American Red Cross, YMCA and the
Knights of Columbus, but sending and receiving mail
was not always reliable in the autumn of 1918.

The order authorizing a postal agency to serve the
expeditionary force in Siberia was issued on Septem-
ber 12, 1918, almost a month after the arrival of the
Philippines regiments. The arrival of postal agent
Steven A. Cisler and his staff improved the postal situ-
ation and morale.

Postal historians will note some similarities and differ-
ences when comparing the Siberia postal service and
the mail agency established for U.S. personnel at Vera
Cruz, Mexico in 1914. Both provided a full range of
postal services. But whereas stamps were required
on mail from Vera Cruz, no postage was required on
soldiers’ mail sent from Siberia. Mail sent from Rus-
sia, however, was censored, while Vera Cruz mail es-
caped official scrutiny.

Letters mailed by American troops in Russia to the
United States comprise the bulk of examples collected
and studied by postal historians. Although many AEF
covers/letters reside in collections, there are still ex-
amples of Siberia-to-U.S. soldiers’ mail to be found.
Less common are incoming letters received and saved
by U.S. troops. There were only 9,000 American sol-
diers in Siberia, and not all of them received mail. Es-
teemed postal historian Edith M. Faulstich made the
observation that “...few soldiers carried their mail back

to the States with them. As a matter of fact they were
often told to unload everything except essentials, so
the collecting of them provides a treasure hunt for the
collector...” Perhaps least commonly seen is intra-the-
ater mail. Two such letters sent from officers at out-
posts to AEF headquarters at Vladivostok are presented
here for study. Both examples were handled very dif-
ferently.

Figure 2 is the cover sent by Lt. Harry Humphries, a
31st Infantry officer at Shkotovo, to Lt. Charles B.
Mills at AEF headquarters. Although it was sent from
within the Siberian area of operations, the letter was
addressed as incoming mail, and postal clerks treated
it as such. Humphries censored his own letter as indi-
cated by his signature at the lower left corner. Offic-
ers were allowed to censor their own mail. Stamped
over it is the purple A.E.F. SIBERIA CENSORED
marking which was applied, one might assume, by the
censor’s staff. Was the marking applied at headquar-
ters after Humphries endorsed it? Or did Lt. Humphries
possess a censor marking for use at his location?

The letter was written on June 16th at “Headquarters
U.S. Troops, Shkotovo, Siberia,” and from the con-
tents it appears the two officers were friends. Lieu-
tenant Humphries’ comment, “...it’s hard to place a
time limit on explosions in this vicinity...” was the only
statement of any military relevance. What ‘Hump’
wrote about were some photos and a camera prom-
ised by Mills. Shkotovo was about 125 miles from
Vladivostok. The letter was written on June 16th, and
the postmark is June 17th, indicating that the letter likely

Figure 2. Envelope addressed by Lt. Harry P. Humphries to Lt. Charles
Mills at AEF headquarters. It was processed as incoming mail by the postal
agency on June 17, 1919.
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was carried by train. As the lieutenant spoke of “ex-
plosions in the vicinity,” it should be noted that one of
the worst battles involving the 31st Infantry took place
in the Shkotovo sector at Romanovska on June 25th.
It is also noteworthy that between May 20th and July
20th, 1919, one officer and 15 enlisted soldiers of the
31St Infantry received the Distinguished Service Cross
in the Shkotovo/Suchan Valley sector.

The second cover, shown as figure 3, is also an ex-
ample of intra-theater mail but was addressed in a dif-
ferent manner. An American Red Cross type RC-1
envelope carried a letter from Lieutenant Albert E.
White of the 27th Infantry to Lieutenant Mills at AEF
headquarters. This letter was not treated as incoming
mail in the usual fashion. It was clearly
marked as officer’s mail, and the American
Red Cross stationery verified that it origi-
nated in Siberia. At the lower left corner,
Lt. White directed it to “Hq. Det. A.E.F.”
If the postal staff handled this letter, they
saw no need for postmarking or censoring.
Then, too, it may have been carried in a
separate bag used for communications other
than mail.

The letter’s contents? You guessed it — the
elusive camera. Albert White was more dip-
lomatic than Harry Humphries in his inquiry
about a missing roll of film and the camera’s

whereabouts, remarking that it
was probably lost in transit. To how
many other officers did Mills prom-
ised his camera?

White’s August 18th letter origi-
nated at Ussuri, a 27th Infantry
outpost headquarters north of
Vladivostok. The Nikolsk-Ussuri
sector was secured by the 27th In-
fantry in late 1918. From there, the
27th established other encamp-
ments along the Trans-Siberia rail-
road. Throughout 1919, it was in-
volved in numerous fights with Bol-
shevik forces, some of which were
allegedly financed and armed by
the Japanese. (Figures 4 & 5)

If ever a letter needed to be cen-
sored, Albert White’s 3-page mis-
sive to Mills was certainly one. He

stated:

...All is quiet now, but quite monotonous guard duty is
extremely heavy, besides the guard for camp and bridge
and station. We send a train guard (squad) on each
train that passes through here. Sometimes we have to
plan closely to have enough men. June and July were
very busy months for us. I was out on the line there
with a detachment, and needless to say you probably
know what was happening to us....

Knowing the size of each train guard and the need to
stretch its manpower to cover guard commitments
could have been useful information to the enemy. It is

Figure 3. American Red Cross envelope used by Lt. Albert White to carry a
letter to Lt. Mills at AEF headquarters.

Figure 4. Photo of an American army outpost guarding the Trans-
Siberian Railroad and bridge in winter.
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likely that written communications between Ussuri and
Vladivostok were carried by train, although the Army
did use horses and mules in Siberia.

While intra-theater mail is scarce, photos of the Sibe-
rian campaign abound. One wonders how many were
taken by Mills’ camera?
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c WASH & PHILA.R.R. (239-0-1) 21ines, CD33, black (8) 1851-57 

d WASHINGTON & PHIL A./ R.R. (239-P-1) 2L, CD32 (7) 1851-61 

I blue 1851-57 

e N.Y. TO WASH I RAIL-WAY (238-A-1) 2 lines, DC25+ (3) 1865 xlxx 

WASH'N.TO N.Y./ RAIL-WAY (238-H-1 ) 31ines, DC26 (2) 1860s 

g WASH.&N.Y. P.R.W. CAR I X (238-E-3) 3 lines, 24+ (3) 1860s 

h WASH.&N.Y. P.R.W. CAR I x (238-E-4) 2 lines, 24+ (3) 1860s 

WASH.& N.Y. P.R. / X (238-F-1) 31ines, 26+ (3) 1860s 

WASH.& N.Y. R.R./ N (238-F-2) 3 lines, 26+ (3) 1860s 

k WASH. & N.Y. P.R.W.CAR I X (238-E-1) 2 lines, 27 (3) 1867 xlxx 

I N.YORK & WASH./ R.P.O. (238-K-1) (blank) 26, blue (2) 1867 xlxx 
m WASH & N.Y.P.R.W.CAR I X (238-E-2) 3 lines, 24+(3) 1867 xlxx 1870 xlxx 

n N.Y. & WASH./ R.P.O. (238-G-1 ) 21ines. 25 (1) Banknotes 

0 N.Y. & WASHY. / R.P.O. (238-G-2) 2 lines, 26 (1) Banknotes 

p N.Y. & WASH./ R.P.O. (238-G-3) 2 lines. 25+ (1) Banknotes 

q +N.Y.& WASH.+ I R.P.O. (238-G-4) 21ines, 26+, blue (2) 1875 xlxx 

NIGHT LINE 

N.Y.& WASH./ R.P.O., N- L (238-B-1) 21ines, 25+ (2) 1879 x/xx 

s N.Y.& WASH./ R.P.O., N- L (238-B-2) 2 lines, 25,purple (2) 1879 x/xx 

N.Y.& WASH./ NIGHT LINE (238-M-1) 3 1ines, 27 (2) 1881 4113 

u N.Y.& WASH R.P.O. I NIGHT. (238-C-3) 3 lines, 27 (1) 1882 12/12 

X N.Y.& WASH.R.P.O.I NIGHT (238-C-4) 3 1ines, 26+ (1) 1884 1/15 

y N.Y.& WASH.R.P.O.I NIGHT (238-C-1 ) 31ines, 26+ (1) 1884 12/15 

a a N.Y.& WASH.R.P.O.I N.L. (238-8-3) 41ines, 27 (1) 1885 1117 

cc N.Y.& WASH.R.P.O.I N.L. (238-8-4) 31ines. 27 (1) 1885 5/4 1886 12/27 

dd N.Y.& WASH. NIGHT I R.P.O. (238-C-2) 3 lines, 27+ (1) 1886 12/23 

ee N.Y.& WASH. R.P.O./ N.L. (238-8-5) 4 lines, 27 (1) 1887 8/25 

ff N.Y.& WASH. R.P.O./ NIGHT (238-C-5) 3 1ines, 27+ (1) 1889 1/17 

DAY LINE 

v N.Y.& WASH./ R.P.O., D- L (238-1-1) 21ines, 26 (1) 1882 x/xx 

z N.Y.& WASH. R.P.O. I D.L.(238-I-2) 3 lines. 27 (1) 1884 3/13 

bb N.Y.& WASH.R.P.O./ DAY (238-J-1) 31ines, 26+ (1) 1886 11/11 

w N.Y.& WASH. R.P.O./ FAST MAIL (238-D-1) 31ines, 26+ (1) 1883 10/12 1885 xlxx 

w• N.Y.& WASH. R.P.O./ FAST MAIL (238-D-1) 41ines, 27+ (--) ? 1906 3/17 

gg N.Y. & WASH. I R.P.O. (238-G-5) 4 lines, 27+ slump left (1) 1892 1118 1895 3/16 

hh N.Y. & WASH./ R.P.O. (238-G-6) 41ines, 26+ normal (1) 1896 10/28 1900 x/xx 

N.Y. & WASHINGTON I R.P.O. (238-N-1) 41ines, Dp29 (1) 1900 11120 1906 x/xx 

jj NEW YORK & WASH./ R.P.O. (238--) 4 lines, Dp29 (--) 1907 9/21 

kk N.Y. & WASH./ R.P.O. (238-G-7) 41ines, Dp29+ (1) 1902 1/17 1914 2/7 

N.Y.& WASH./ R.P.O. (238-G-9) 4 lines, Dp30 (1) 1930 5/2 1932 2/21 

mm NEW YORK & WASH. I R.P.O. (238-0-2) 4 lines, 29+ (1) 1930 6/2 

nn NEW YORK & WASH. I R.P.O. (238-0-3) 4 lines, 29+ (1) 1932 6/22 

00 N.Y. & WASH./ R.P.O. (238-G-10) 31ines, 30 (1) 1936 9/15 1937 9111 

oo• N.Y. & WASH. R.P.O./ C. R. LUCAS Ov_ , magenta 1937 2/16 

pp NEW YORK & WASH./ R.P.O. (238-0-1 ) 41ines, 29 (1) 1937 12/31 1953 5124 

qq N.Y. 7 WASH. / R.P.O. ("&"error) (238-P-1) 31ines, 29+ (2) 1949 12/22 

rr N.Y. & WASH. I R.P.O. (238-G-8) 3 lines, 30+ (1) 1951 xlxx 

ss N.Y. & WASH./ R.P.O. (238--) 31ines, Dp30 this LKU is RPO's last day 1973 11/4 1977 6/30 

tt N.Y. & WASH. / R.P.O. (238--) 3 lines, Dp29 this LKU is RPO's last day ? 1977 6130 
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L 435w star – An unlisted Fast Mail cancel on the NY & Washington RPO, 1906, north to
Massachusetts.

L 435tt – #435tt – A 29mm version of the usual 30mm ‘last day of RPO’ service cancel.
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M. New York, Whitings [NJ] & Philadelphia 
-see New York & Philadelphia 

(? -? ) 90 mi; NJ Southern RR and Camden & Burlington County RRs 

436 a N.Y.W. & PHI LA./ AGT. (241-A-1 ) 2 lines, 26, black (4) Banknotes 

N. Philadelphia & Atlantic City 
Company A 

(NJ), I (? - 8/1182, as RPO-? ) 61 mi; Camden & Atlantic RR 
see also Philadelphia , Cedarbrook & .. . 

437 a PHIL. & AT.CITY I AGT. (256-A-1 ) 2 lines, Dp25; also with "N" killer (3) 1877 3128 1881 xlxx 

b PHI LA.& ATL.CITY I R.P.O. (256-B-1 ) 31ines, Dp26+ (2) 1885 9119 1898 6120 

c PHI LA. & ATL. CITY I R.P.O. (256-B-2) 41ines, 27+ (2) 1889 xl15 1914 xlxx 

Company 8 
(? - ? ) 61 mi; West Jersey & Seashore RR 

438 a PHI LA. & ATL. CITY I R.P.O. (256-B-3) 3 1ines, 27 (2) 1894 10116 1898 11124 

b PHI LA. & ATL. CITY I R.P.O. (256--) 4 lines, Dp29+ (--) 1905 7115 

c PHI LA.& ATLANTIC CITY I R.P.O. (256-C-1 ) 31ines, 29+ (2) 1906 7123 1937 xlxx 

d PHI LA. & ATLANTIC CITY I R.P.O. (256-C-2) 3 lines, 29+ (2) 1906 915 1907 xlxx 

Company C 
( ? -6/25149) 59 mi; Penn-Reading Seashore Lines 

439 a PHI LA.& ATLANTIC CITY I R.P.O. (256---) 41ines, Dp29 (-) 1937 12/31 

b PHILA. & ATL. CY I R.P.O. (256-D-1 ) 31ines, 29+ (1) 1944 1014 

c PHI LA.& ATLANTIC CITY I R.P.O. (256-C-3) 31ines, 30+ (2) 1949 6125 

0. Philadelphia & Bridgeton I Port Norris 
[Philadelphia - Bridgeton] 

( ? -811182, as RP0-12/1184) 41 mi; West Jersey RR 

440 a WEST JERSEY R.R. Co. I Mail Car. (257-A-2) 3 lines, DC24 (6) 1866 8121 

b WEST JERSEY R.R. CO./ MAIL CAR. (257-A-1) 3 1ines, DC22, blue (6) 1867 6/29 

c PHILA.PA. TO BRIDG.N.J. (257-L-1) 1 or 2 lines, 26 (3) Banknotes 

d PHILA. & BRIDGE. / AGT. (257-M-1) 3 1ines, 27 (3) Banknotes 

Philadelphia & Port Norris 
(1211184-9120/87; 1114187-1899) 60 mi; West Jersey (PRR) and Cape May and Millville RRs 

441 a PHI LA.& PT.NORRIS I R.P.O. (257-J-1 ) 3 lines, 27+ (1) 1887 6113 1897 xlxx 

b PHI LA.& PT. NORRIS I R.P.O. (257-J-2) 3 or 4 lines, 27+ (2) 1893 1116 

Philadelphia & Bridgeton 
(9/20187-1114/87; 1899-1 0/16/06; 6/13/21-4/18/27) 40 mi; West Jersey & Seashore RR 

442 a PHILA.& BRIDGETON I R.P.O. (258.2-B-1 ) 41ines, 29+ (2) 1906 6123 

b PHILA. & BRIDGE./ R.P.O. (258.2-C-1 ) 41ines, 29+ (2) 1925 3124 

P. Philadelphia & Cape Charles DE I Norfolk VA 
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Philadelphia & Wyoming DE 
( ? - ? ) 78 mi; Philadelphia, Wilm & Bait RR 

443 a PHIL. & WYO./ AGT. (260-C-1) 3 lines, 27 (3) 1883 2128 1885 xlxx 

Philadelphia & Crisfield MD 
(8/1/82, as RP0-11/16/00) 162 mi; Philadelphia, Wilm & Bait; 

Eastern Shore: and NY, Phila & Norfolk (PRR) RRs 

444 a DELAWARE I R.R. (260-A-1) 2 lines, 24+, blue, black (3) Bankno/es 

b DELAWARE I R.R. (260-A-3) (blank) 26 (3) Banknotes 

c DELAWARE I R.R. (260-A-2) 2 lines, 25 (3) Banknotes 1875 x/xx 

d PHJL.& CRJS. AGENT / SOUTH. {260-D-1) 31ines, 26 (4) 1878 6127 

f PHILA. & CRISFIELD I AGT. (260-B-2) 3 lines, 26+ (2) 1884 314 ? 1888 8124 

e PHILA.& CRISFIELD I AGT. (260-B-1) 31ines, 26 (2) 1884 10/22 ? 1888 8124 

r PHILA. & CRIS I R.P.O. (-) 1898 9n 
g PHI LA. & CRISFIELD I R.P.O. (260-H-1 ) 4 lines, 28 (2) 1901 2/26 

Philadelphia & Delmar DE 
(1891-1892; 1110158-4124164) 124 mi: Phila, Wilm & Bait (PRR) 

445 a PHILA & DELMAR I R.P.0.(260-I-1) 31ines, 29+ (1) 1956 x/xx 1964 4125 

Philadelphia & Dover 
(1892-1 901) 75 mi; Phila, Wilm & Bait (PRR) and Delaware RRs 

446 a PHILA. & DOVER I R.P.O. (260-J-1 ) 4 lines, 27+ (2) 1889 411 

Philadelphia & Cape Charles 
(11/16/00-8/22101; 11121105-111/17 and 811/55- 1110/58); 219 mi; 

Phila, Bait & Wash and NY, Phila & Norfolk RRs 

447 a PHILA.& CAPE CHARLES.R.P.O./ N.L. (260-G-1) 41ines, 29 (2) 1907 1122 

b PHILA.& CAPE CHARLES I R.P.O. (260-E-1) 41ines, 29+ (2) 1908 x/xx 1914 515 

c PHILA.PA & CAPE CHAS./ R.P.O. (260--) 4 lines, CD30 H 1911 4124 1913 9120 

d PHI LA.& CAPE CHAS. I R.P .0. (260-F-1) 4 lines, 30+ (2) 1912 x/xx 1916 5123 

Philadelphia & Norfolk 
(8122101-11121105; 111117-811/55) 255 mi; 

Phila , Bait & Wash and NY, Phila & Norfolk (incl boat transport) (PRR) RRs 

448 a PHILA. & NORFOLK I R.P.O. (260-K-1 ) 4 lines, 29+ (1) 1919 6118 1922 xlxx 

b PHI LA. & NORFOLK I R.P.O. (260-K-2) 4 lines, 29+ (1) 1928 9/14 

c PHILA.& NORFOLK I R.P.O. (260--) 4 lines, Dp29+ H 1932 8129 1933 10124 

d PHILA.& NORF./ R.P.O. (260--) 41ines, Dp27+ (--) 1932 10/24 1933 6130 

e PHILA.& NORFOLK I R.P.O. (260-K-3) with T , 4 lines, Dp30 (1) 1932 8129 1939 1214 

var without R.P.O. 1940 7126 

PHI LA.& NORFOLK I R.P.O. (260--) with TR, 41ines, Dp29+ {--) 1943 5117 1943 6/14 

g PHILA. & NORFOLK I R.P.O. (260-K-4) 31ines, 30+ (1) 1934 1111 1 1943 515, 1946 

h PHI LA & NORFOLK I R.P.O. (260- -) leaning A, 4 lines, Dp29 (--) 1935 12110 1935 12126 

PHILA & NORFOLK I R.P.O. (260--) 41ines, Dp29 (--)[misread fo next?] 1939 6127 

PHILA. & NORF. I R.P.O. (260--) 4 1ines, Dp28+ (--)[misread for 1939 9113 
previous?] 

k PHILA.PA & NORFOLK I R.P.O. (260-L-1 ) 4 lines. 30+ (2) 1940 9112 

PHILA. & NORF. I R.P.O. (260-M-1 ) 31ines, 30+ (1) 1941 x/xx 1949 12115 

m PHI LA. & NORFOLK. I R.P.O. (260--) 3 lines, Dp30 (--) 1942 12111 1944 1112 

n PHIL. & NORFOLK I R.P.O. (260-K-5) 3 lines, 30+ (1) 1946 7126 

0 PHI LA. & NORFOLK R.P.O./ date /A?. D. SMITH, Ov29x22, black 1932 10/24 
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N 437a – #437a – Atlantic City line, long
before Donald Trump, and possibly
written by a shore-bound Philadelphian
to a contact further south at Mays
Landing, docketed as 1877.

P 447b – On the
Southern railway
axis, Cape Charles,
at the tip of the
Delmarva Peninsula
at the mouth of the
Chesapeake, in 1909
to Miss Booker of
Hampton VA, across
the Bay on the
mainland.

P 448e var – #448e – Phila-Norfolk line mail is plentiful and prone to interesting
covers like this special delivery north to Margate City NJ from 1940.
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449 

450 

451 

452 

453 

454 

455 

Q. Philadelphia & Cape May I Millville 
Philadelphia & Cape May 
(811182, as RP0-10115106) 81 mi; 

West Jersey (PRR) and West Jersey & Seashore (via Millville) RRs 

a PHI.& C.M.I AGT. (257-D-1 ) 21ines, 26+ (4) Banknotes 

b PHI LA. & CAPE MAY I AGT. (257-B-1) 3 lines, 26 (3), also without year 1882 x/xx 
(188x) 

c PHIL.& CAPE MAY I AGT. (257-C-1 ) 31ines, 26+ (3), also without year 1884 10/31 
(1887) 

d PHI LA.& CAPE MAY I R.P.O. (257-G-1) 3-4 lines, 29+ (2) 1899 1119 

Philadelphia & Millville 
(10/15/06-11/30129;2/25149-9127/52) 42 mi; West Jersey & Seashore (PRR) (Eiec) Lines 

a PHILA & MILLVILLE I R.P.O. (257--) 4 lines, Dp29+ (--) 

b PHILA & MILLVILLE I R.P.O. (257-H-1) 41ines, 29 (1) 

c PHILA & MILL./ R.P.O. (257-1-1) 31ines, 29+ (1) 

1907 2/14 

1922 x/xx 

1949 x/xx 

R. Philadelphia ... Cedar Brook, Atlantic City, Cape May 
see also Philadelphia & Atlantic City 

Philadelphia, Cedar Brook [NJ] & Atlantic City (NJ) 
(9/17/98-11/23/33) 57 mi; Atlantic City RR 

a PHI LA CEO BK & ATL CITY I R.P.O. (249-B-1) 41ines, 28+ (2) 

b PHILA., C.B.& ATL.CITY I R.P.O. (249-C-1) 41ines, 29+ (1?) 

Philadelphia & Ocean City 
(11/23/33-9/19/35) 68 mi; Penn-Reading Seashore Lines 

a PHILA & OCEAN CITY I R.P.O. (256-E-1) 31ines, 30+ (2) 

Philadelphia & Winslow Junction 

1899 12120 

1920 11123 

1934 6127 

(via Clementon) (9/19135-9126137) 27 mi; Penn-Reading Seashore Lines 

a PHI LA. & WINSLOW JCT./ R.P.O. (249-A-1) 3 lines, 30+ (2) 1937 10/29 

Philadelphia & Cape May 
(via Cedar Brook NJ) (9126137-10/8/46) 79 mi; Penn-Reading Seashore Lines 

a ___ reported ___ Dp30? 1946 8/16 

S. [New York], Philadelphia, (Harrisburg) & Pittsburgh 

Philadelphia & Columbia 
(Phila-LancasteriColumbia PA) (1840s- ) 70183 mi 

a* P & C RR I date ms pencil 

a Phil+ Col RR I date (203-V-1 ) ms pencil, [was 203-M-1] 

b PHIL A_ & COL A_ R.R. (203-A-1) (to Lancaster) 2 lines, 33+, blue (8) 

c PHIL A & COLUMBIA I R.R. (203-B-1) 2 lines, 32, blue (9) 

1845-51 

1852 8/7 

1850 9/20 

1851-57 

1885 6117 

1886 12115, 
1887 x/xx 

1904 719 

1952 9127 

1907 

1925, 1931 
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Q 449c – #449c – Cape May is the southern most point in NJ, here sending a letter to Germantown,
with two 1886 Philly back stamps.

Q 450a – A Millville NJ RPO Valentine sent to Glassboro NJ, in the Jersey outskirts of
Philadelphia.

.. 

Doplsnlce. Postkarte. Levetezo-Lap. 
Correspondenzkarte. CartP. postale. Cartolina postale. f - ; 

{ · Post card. Weltpostverein. Briefkaart. t----· 
Union postale universelle. Unione postale universale. 

Karta korespondenc)•jna Korespondencni llstek. 
BcsKll'HbiJ11: noYTOBbit\ COJ03'l>. Poccu1. 0TKI'b1TO& lillChliO. 

BrefkorL Brevkort Tarjeta postal. 

.... 

Serie 172. 
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Philadelphia & Pittsburgh 
(1866-1876- ?) 238 mi; PRR 

456 a PHI LA. & PITTS I R.P.O. (203-X-1 ) 2 lines, 27 (2) 1890s 

Pennsylvania Central RR 
(Philadelphia-Pittsburgh) ( - )354 mi 

457 a PA. CENTRAL/ R.P.O. (203-L-1 ) 2 lines, 26 (7) 1870 xlxx 

Philadelphia & Altoona 
(7114/82-1886) 238 mi; PRR 

458 a None reported 

New York & Pittsburgh 
(Eastern Division) (1/1/76-4130/71) 444 mi; PRR 

459 a (203-K-1 ) Limited Mail26+, rimless (3) Bank notes 

b N.Y. & PITTS. / R.P.O. (203-M-11) 2 1ines, 26+ (1) Banknotes 

c N.Y. & PITTS. R.P.O./ DAY (203-Z-1 ) 21ines, 26+ blue (2) Bank notes 

d N.Y.& PITTS. R.P.O./ E. D. (203-R-2) 3 lines, 27+ (1) early '80s 

e N.Y.& PITTS. R.P.O./ NIGHT (203-1-1) 21ines, 26 (1) 1883 xlxx 
f N.Y. & PITTS.R.P.O. / E.DIV. (203-1-2) 3 lines, 26+ (1) 1886 xlxx 
g N.Y.& PITTS. R.P.O. / E.D. (203-R-1 ) 31ines, 27+ (1) late 1880s 

h NEW YORK & PITTS. / R.P.O. (203-N-1 ) 4 lines, 27+ no rim (2) 1889 xlxx 1893 6/26 

N.Y.& PITTS./ R.P.O. (203-M-1 ) 41ines, 27+ (1) 1893-98 1907 11122 

I* --var R.P.O. missing 1898 12/11 

N.Y. & PITTS./ R.P.O. (203-M-2) 41ines, 30 (1) 1905 9124 1910 xlxx 

k N.Y. & PITTS. I R.P.O. (203-M-3) 4 lines, 29+ (1) 1906 615 

N.Y.& PITTSBURG I R.P.O. (203-P-1 ) 4 1ines, 29+ (1) 1908 2/10 1910 11/20 

m N.Y. & PITTS./ R.P.O. (203-M-6) 41ines, 30+ (1) 1908 xlxx 1912-1 5 

n N.Y. & PITTS. I R.P.O. (203-M-5) 4 lines, 30+ (1) 1909 8118 

0 NEW YORK & PITTS. / R.P.O. (203-0-1 ) 4 lines, 29+ (1) 1909 512 

p N.Y. & PITTS./ R.P.O. (203-M-4) 41ines, 28+ (1) 1909 4/5 1913 xlxx 
q NEW YORK & PITTS./ R.P.O. (203-0-2) 4 1ines, 30+ (1) 1912-13 11/1 1915 xlxx 

N.Y. & PITTS./ R.P.O. (203-M-7) 41ines, 29+ (1) 1921 x/xx 1922 11123 

s N.Y.& PITTSBURG I R.P.O. (203-P-2) 4 lines, 29+ (1) 1924 5/4 1931-32 

NEW YORK & PITTS./ R.P.O. (203--) 4 lines, Dp29 (--) 1933 8/12 1934 8/30 

u NEW YORK & PITTS./ R.P.O. (203-0-6) 41ines, 30 (1) 1929 8/4 

v N.Y.& PITTS. / R.P.O. (203-M-8) 41ines, 30 (1) 1930 12/14 

w NEW YORK & PITTS. / R.P.O. (203-0-3) Dp33+, 4 bar (1) 1931 10/12 

X NEW YORK & PITTS./ R.P.O. (203-0-4) 41ines, 29+, wide inscr (1) 1932 6/4 

y N.Y.& PITTS. I R.P.O. (203-M-9) 4 lines, 29+ (1) 1935 1/17 

z N.Y.& PITTS./ R.P.O. (203-M-10) 41ines, 29+ (1) 1936 6/29 

z* same as next but 3 l ines 1937 9117 

z** N. Y . & PITTS. RPO I M. C. BECKER CD22 Blue 1937 8/27 

a a NEW YORK & PITTS. / R.P.O. (203-0-7) 41ines, 30 (1) 1939 3/23 

bb NEW YORK & PITTS. I R.P.O. (203-0-8) 4 lines, 29+ (1) 1946 914 

cc NY & PITTS RPO I BDWY LTD (203-Q-1) 3 lines, 33+ (1) 1952 6/15 

dd NEW YORK & PITTS I R.P.O. (203-0-5) 3 1ines, 30 (1) 1955 4/25 1969 10/6 

ee agent name 3 lines, 20+, black 1933 12/29 
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S 457a – This 1870 PA Central (Philly to Pittsburgh) cancel is probably still
unique, as pronounced in Towle’s 1986 catalog.

S 459i star – The NY & Pittsburgh line passed through Philadelphia; either a Jersey or
south PA traveler sent this to Williamsport PA in central PA, 1898.
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T. Philadelphia & Harrisburg I Paoli 

Philadelphia & Harrisburg 
(8/1/82, as RP0-1896; 1896, merged w/ NY & Pitts; 3/28/13-5/31118) 107 mi ; PRR 

460 a PHIL. & HARRIS I AGT. (203-H-1 ) 2 lines, 25+ (2) Bank notes 1885 1131 

b PHI LA. & HARRIS. I AGT. (203-G-2) 2 lines, Dp25+ (2) 1876 x/xx 1894 5/26 

c PHI LA. & HARRIS./ AGT. (203-G-1 ) 2 lines, 25+ (2) 1887 xlxx 
d PHI LA. & HARRIS. I R.P.O. (203-) 4 lines, Dp27 (1) 1889 x/xx 
e PHI LA & HARRIS. I R.P.O. (203-V-1 ) 4 lines, Dp27+ (1) 1894 3/6 1900 4/8 

f PHI LA. & HARRIS. I R.P.O. (203-) 4 lines, Dp29+, large ltrs (--) 1908 12/16 

g PHI LA & HARRIS I R.P.O. (203-V-2) 4 lines, Dp29, Sm ltrs (1) 1913 12/8 1917 11/3 

Philadelphia & Paoli 
(2/19/96-9/6/01; 3/28/13-5/31 /18; (1945-51 ?); 711/51- 6/28/53) 20 mi; 

PRR (Eiec 9/12115) 

461 a PHI LA & PAOLI / R.P.O. (203-W-1) 3 1ines, 30+ (1) 1952 1114 

b philatelic fancy commemorative -see SEPAD Section, E 61c 1990 10113 

U. Philadelphia & [West Chester] I Port Deposit MD 

Philadelphia & Baltimore Central RR 
(Phila-Pt Deposit MD) ( - )69mi 

462 a P . & B. C. I R . R . (205-A-1) 21ines, 24+ (4) Bank notes 

See Philadelphia-named Stations below, #490 

Philadelphia & West Chester 
(see modern named rail line below) 

(811/82, as RPO- ) 29127 mi; Phila & Bait Centl and Phila, Bait & Wash RRs 

463 a PHI LA. & W. CHESTER I AGT. (204-A-1) 31ines, 26+ (2) 1883 9/11 1885 2/12 

b PHI LA.& W.CHESTER I R.P.O. (204-B-1) 4 lines, 28+ (2) 1896 8118 1906 10/3 

Philadelphia & Port Deposit 
(811182, as RP0-3/12/19) 69 mi; Phila, Wilm & Bait and Phila, Bait & Wash RRs 

464 a PHIL & P. DEP. I AGT. (205-B-1) 2 1ines, 25 (3) Banknotes 

b PHI LA. & PT. DEP. I AGT. (205-C-2) 2 lines, 27 (2) 1885 7/21 

c PHI LA. & PT.DEP. I AGT. (205-C-1 ) 3 lines, 25+ (2) 1885 6/25 1888 9/30 

d PHI LA & PT.DEPOSIT I R.P.O. (205-G-1 ) 3 lines, 26+ (1) 1890s 1902 913 

d* PHI LA. & PT.DEP. I AGT. (205-C-1) 4 lines, 25+? (2) 1902 1/24 

e PHILA.& PT. DEPOSIT I R.P.O. (205--) 41ines, Dp30 H 1915 1015 

PHI LA.& PT.DEPOSIT I R.P.O. (205-G-2) 4 lines, 30+ (1) 1907-08 1917 3110 

g PHILA.& PORT DEPOSIT I R.P.O. (205-H-1) 41ines, 30+ (1) 1905-7 11/6 1915 6/28 

Philadelphia & Perryville 
(3/12/19-6/24146) 72 mi; PRR 

465 a PHI LA. & PERRY I R.P.O. (205-F-1 ) 4 lines, 30+ (1) 1923-30 1943 x/xx 
b PHI LA.& PERRY I R.P.O. (205--) 4 lines, Dp29 (--) 1929 3/25 

c PHI LA. & PERRY. / R.P.O. (205-F-2) 3 lines, 30+ (1) 1938 2/3 

d PHI LA & PERRY I R.P.O. (205-F-3) 4 lines, 29+ (1) 1932 2/15 1946 8127 
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T 460a – The Harrisburg line carried a lot
state government mail to Philadelphia,
though this legal query was written to
Lewisburg (north of Harrisburg) from
someone enroute.

U 464d – #464d – Port Deposit, between Wilmington DE and Baltimore MD,
carried a businessman who promoted good roads one year after the first primitive
American horseless carriage was built.

U 465b – #465b –
Perryville MD succeeded
Port Deposit ca 1920 as
the terminal on the
Chesapeake, on the way to
Baltimore; by 1929 cars
were about to overtake
trains in popularity.

N:OTHI NC BUT THE .A DDR E~:S CAN B E PLACED ON \I 1':.1 !.,;IDL 

GOOD ROADS MACHINERY GOMPANV, 
................ llacbl~ 

KB • .5B'IT 8~A.BE, P..t.. 

L. W. Hudson 
1439 East 7th St. 

Plainfield, N. J. 
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466 a 

Philadelphia & West Chester 
(see earlier named rail line above) 

(6/24/46-6/27/53) 27 mi; PRR (electric) 

PHI LA & WEST CHESTER I R.P .0. (204-C-1) 3 lines, 30+ ( 1) 

V. Philadelphia & [Reading] Pottsville 
(8/1/82, as RPO- 8/31/34) 94 mi; Ph & Reading RR 

1946 11/20 1947 xlxx 

The Reading Company was in its heyday more than a railroad. It was 
a multifaceted corporate giant. It was originally established as The 
Philadelphia & Reading Railroad' in 1833 to transport anthracite coal 
to the city. The pioneer 94-mile line evolved into a mighty corporation 
serving eastern Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Delaware. Its 
operations included a hand in coal mining, iron making, canal and sea 
going transportation and ship building. Add these interests to its great 
complex of shops for locomotive and car building and repair, the 
company was a leader in industry for 150 years. 

Reading Company" was separated from the Philadelphia & Reading 
Coal & Iron Company, or popularly, the 'Reading Lines'. 

The P & R fueled the Industrial Revolution, which led the United 
States to economic hegemony. Its lines reached to the North, South, 
East and West. The P & R served the heart of the most densely 
industrialized area of the nation, and by the 1870s had become the 
largest corporation in the world. 

During this period, the P & R established a subsidiary, 'The P & R 
Coal and Iron Company', in an attempt to gain control over the vast 
anthracite coal deposits mined for shipment over its lines. It was one 
of America's first conglomerates during the infamous "robber baron" 
era of the late 1800s. During the company's final attempt at 
expansion. by seeking control of rail lines into New England, Canada 
and the West, the formidable J.P. Morgan intervened. The company 
had to settle at the turn of the 20'" century for a role as merely a 
strong, regional rail-road, mostly a carrier of anthracite. 

Over time. the components of the railroad were: 

• Atlantic City RR 
• Catasaqua and Fogelsville RR 
• The Gettysburg and Harrisburg Rwy 
• The North East Pennsylvania RR 
• Perkiomen RR 
• The Philadelphia and Chester Valley RR 
• The Philadelphia, Newtown, and New York RR 
• Pickering Valley RR 
• The Port Reading RR 
• Reading and Columbia RR 
• Stony Creek RR 
• The Williams Valley RR 
• The Delaware River Ferry Co. of New Jersey 
• Philadelphia and Reading Rwy 
• The Chester and Delaware River RR 
• Middletown and Hummelstown RR 
• The Rupert and Bloomsburg RR 
• The Tamaqua, Hazleton and Northern RR 
• The Norristown Junction RR 
• The Philadelphia and Frankfurt RR 
• The Philadelphia, Harrisburg, and Pittsburgh RR 
• The Schuylkill and Lehigh RR 
• Shamokin, Sunbury and Lewisburg RR 
• New York Short Line RR 
• Norristown and Main Line Connecting RR 
• Reading Bell RR 

During the early 20'" century, to ward off federal efforts to break up 
monopolies, the P & R's owners created a new holding company 
named 'Reading Company', which would own on paper the 
Philadelphia & Reading RR and the Philadelph ia & Reading Coal & 
Iron Companies. However, the Supreme Court ruling forced a 
separation of the two P & R entities. This , on January 1. 1924. the P & 
R C & I became independent of the Reading Company, which became 
the railroad's operating name. 

The Reading Lines. as they came to be known, were actually a 
potpourri of a number of railroads. On December 31, 1923, "The 

After World War II, as America began to turn from coal as its major 
fuel, The Reading's fate took a downturn. Drug down by the failure of 
surrounding lines on which it depended for traffic to offset its loss of 
the coal business, The Reading declared bankruptcy in 1971. 
Operations were assumed as part of the federally financed CONRAIL 
System. on April1, 1976. 

467 a PHA. & POTTSVILLE I R.R. (190-B-1) 2 lines. 32, blue (6) 

b PHIL A_ R & PI R.R. (190-D-1) 32 (8) 

c PHIL A_ & POTTSVILLE I R.R. (190-C-1) 32 black (6) 

blue 

d Passenger Train I PHILADA I date (237-sp) Ov39x24+ (6) 

e Reading R.R. I date (190-A-1) ms (5) (Pottsville & Ph RR) 

f Phi/a & Pottsv.datel R.R. (190-1-1) ms (5) 

g ( ) I P & R RR (190-H-1) 31ines. 30+ (5) Agent h/s? 

h POTTS.& PHIL. / AGT. (190-F-1) 2 lines, 26 (2) 

POTTS & PHI LA. I AGT. (190-E-2) 2 lines, Dp26+ (2) 

J• POTTS. & PHILA. I AGT. (190--) 21ines, Dp26+ (--) 

j POTTS. & PHILA./ AGT. (190-E-1) 3 1ines, 26 (2) 

k POTTS. & PHILA.I R.P.O. (190-G-1,2) 31ines, 26+ (2) 

POTTSV. & PHILA./ R.P.O. (190-J-1) 4 lines, 27+ (2) 

m POTTSVILLE & PHI LA. I R.P.O. (190-K-1) 41ines, 28 (1) 

n POTTSV. PA. & PHI LA. I R.P.0.(190-L-1) 41ines, 30+ (2) 

0 POTTS & PHI LA. I R.P.O. (190--) 4 1ines, Dp28 (--) 

1851-57 

1851-57 

1851-61 

1853 xlxx 

1850s 2/18 

1852 1112 

1854 11122 

1863 1/23 

1880 9110 

1882 5117 

1880 3112 

1885 511 

1886 7/17 

1891 12/25 

1905 8/11 

1917 4/1 

1906 10/2 

1851-57 

1865 1/19 

1887 612 
1894 2/21 

1925 8/19 
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p POTIS. & PHILA. I R.P.O. (190-G-3) 41ines, Dp29+ (1) 1912 7117 

q POTIS. & PHILA. I R.P.O. (190-G-4) 4 lines, 29+ (1) 1925 5129 1929 6/24 

W. Philadelphia & Salem [NJ] 
(2126/83-1 0115/06; 10126/20-1 0120/28) 36 mi; 

West Jersey and West Jersey & Seashore RRs 

468 a PHI LA & SALEM I R.P.O. (258.1-A-1 ) 31ines, 27+ 1899 1126 1901 xlxx 
b PHILA.PA. & SALEM I R.P.O. (258.1-B-1) 4 lines, 29+ (2) 1905 xlxx 1906 8/23 

X. Philadelphia & Wildwood 
(11/30129-2125/49) 79 mi; Penn-reading Seashore Lines 

469 a PHI LA. & WILDWD. I R.P.O. (256-F-1) 4 lines, 29+ (1) 1936 xlxx 1949 xlxx 

Y. Philadelphia, Wilmington & "Baltimore RR" 
(Philadelphia-Baltimore) 

( 1838-1893; 1896-1903; 1915- ) 97 mi 
Note: Towle number duplication of 239-D-1 's, D-2's, and E-1 s 

470 a Baltimore I R.R. date (239-M-3) ms (5) 1838 5125 

b BALTIMORE. R.R. I mo-da-yr (239-M-1 ) S2L32x12 (8) 1838 8117 

c Ball R.R. I date (239-C-2) ms (5) 1838 7127 

d BALTIMORE MD. I mo-da-yr (239-M-2) S2L41X14, R (9) 1838 912 

e Ball R.R. I date (239-R-1 ) ms (5) 1838 9120 

f WILMINGTON DEL. R.R. I mo-<la-yr (239-B-1 ) S2L41x12, red (10) 1838 xlxx 1846 xlxx 
g BALTIMORE I RAIL ROAD. (239-D-1) 2 1ines, 29, (3) R, blue, ultramarine, 1839 x/xx 1847-51 

green, black (also used Bait-Wash, on B&O, Wash Br) 

h BALTIMORE R.R. (239-C-1 ) SL47x4, (3) red 1839 xlxx 1851-61 

black 1851-61 

BALTIMORE RAIL R
0 

(239-E-1 ) 21ines, 29+ 1840-51, (3) 1840-51 

blue (also used on the Bait-Wash, on B&O Wash Branch) 1847 6/4 1847-57 

Baltm
0 

Rail Road (239-M-4) ms (3) 1843 x/xx 

k R Road (238-L-1) ms (5) 1843 xlxx 
BALTIMORE R. R. f Md. (239-F-1 ) 2 lines, 34, (7) blue, (also used on the 1847-51 
Bait-Wash, on B&O Wash Branch) 

m WILMINGTON R.R Del. (239-Q-1) 21ines, 29+, blue, red (8) 1847-51 

n PHILADA. I RAIL ROAD. (239-V-1 ) 21ines, 30, R (4) 1839 1116eB 

0 PHILADA. RAIL R0 (239-V-3) 2 lines, 29+ blue (5) 1847-51 

red 1847-51 

black 1851-57 

p PHILADA. RAIL R0
. (239-V-4) 2 lines, 30, blue (7) 1847-51 

q WILMINGTON R R Del (239-R-2) 2 lines, 30, blue (8) 1847-51 

PHILADA. RAIL ROAD. (239-V-2) 2 1ines, 30, blue (4) 1847-57 

s PHIL A_ & BALTIMORE I R.R. (239-L-1) 21ines, 32+, (6) blue 1847-57 

black 1851-57 

BALTIMORE I RAIL ROAD (239-D-2) 2 1ines, 29+, (3) red 1842 

blue (also used on Bait-Wash, on 8&0 Wash Branch) 1847-57 

u PHA & BALTIMORE I R.R. (239-1-1) 2 lines, 32, black, olive (6) 1851-57 

v BAL TE & PHI LA. R.R. (239-W-1 ) 2 lines, 33+ (8) 1851-57 

w PHA. & BALTIMORE I R.R. (239-1-2) 2 lines, 31 + (6) 1851-57 
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V 467n – The Pottsville line
must have had many bumps
to result in this chatter
marking from 1925, to
Shamokin PA (in 1934 to
have its own Philadelphia
RPO terminal).

Y 470g – A first decade of railroads (and first year, 1839) marking
to NYC.

Y 470h – #479h – A sharp
straight line, franked letter from
Rep OB Matteson back to his
district, probably 1849-51.

AF1'ER 5 DAYS RETUR N --'fO 

SAMUEL J. SMI'l'H 

CIGARS & CONFECTIONS 
61 R . TN ORJ'F.NDMVC E ST. 

SHAMOKIN, PA. 
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X PHIL. & BAL T. R.R. / Pa (239-J-1) 2 lines, 30 (8) 1851-57 

y PHIL A. & BALTE./ R.R. (239-K-1 ) 21ines, 31+, black, blue (7) 1851-57 

z P.W. & B. / R.R. (239-T-1 ) 2 1ines, 25+ (4) 1871 x/xx 

a a PHILA & BAL T. / AGT. (239-U-3) 1-2 1ines, Dp25+ (2) Banknotes 

bb PHI LA. & BAL T. / AGT. (239-U-2) 2 lines, Dp25+ (2) 1878 10/12 1881 10/21 

cc PHI LA. & BAL T. I AGT. (239-U-1 ) 3 lines, Dp27 (2) 1886 2122 

dd PHILA. & BALT. / R.P.O. (239-D-1) 3 1ines, Dp27+ (2) 1890 6/20 

dd* 600 S. 3R0 
.. ST. PHILA,PA./ B. & 0. R.R. , backstamp on Supplementary 1890 11/14 

Mail to NYC wharf 

ee PHI LA & BALT. I R.P.O. (239-D-2) 3-4 I, Dp28+ (2) 1895 9/16 

ff PHI LA & WILMINGTON I R.P.O. (239-E-1 ) 41ines. Dp28+ (2) 1897 2/4 1901 1/16 

gg PHILA.PA. & WILM. / R.P.O. (239--) 4 1ines, Dp29+ (--) 1902 9/3 1915 2/17 

Z. Williamsport I Shamokin & Philadelphia 

Williamsport & Philadelphia 
(1934-2/1/50) 199 mi; Reading RR 

471 a WMSPT. & PHILA. / R.P.O. (192-F-1) 3 1ines, 30 (1) 1939 x/xx 1948 x/xx 

b WMSPT & PHILA / RPO (192 - -) 3 1ines, 30 (4?) 1950 1/12 1950 3/13 

Shamokin & Philadelphia 
(2/1/50-6/29/63) 138 mi; Reading RR 

472 a SHAM&PHILA / RPO (190-M-1) 29+ (1) 1950 3/14 1954 716 

AA. Terminal and Transfer Offices 
Broad Street Terminal RPO Clerk 

480 a BROAD ST. TERM. R.P.O./ PHILA,PA. (237-J-1 ) 4 1ines, CD30 (1) 1925 5/26 1925 6/29 

b PHILADELPHIA,PA. / date (sl) (237-J-2) machine, M20, flag with BROAD 1928 11/2 1929 10/14 
ST./TERM.R.P.O. (1) 

b1 similar M20 with 7 sl box ? ? 

b2 similar M20 with 7 sl box, with die# in dial 1930 9/7 1932 x/xx 

c BROAD ST. TERM. RPO./ PHI LA. PA. (237-J-3,4) Dp32+, 4-bar (also as 1932 616 1934 8/30 
CD?), 3-4 1ines., close D-S; (1) 

-- var wide D-S; 4-bar 1934 1/7 

d PH-A I PA. (237-J-5) M20, 7 sl with BROAD STREET I TERMINAL I R. P. 1932 x/xx 1935 1/20 
0. (1) 

e BROAD ST.TERM.PHILA.PA / - Dp30 4-bar 1932 2/19 1932 3/6 

Pennsylvania Station Local Agent, etc 

481 a LOCAL AGT PHI LA. / PA. (237-E-2) 2 1ines, 25+ (2) 1870s 1880 x/xx 

b TRANSF. STA. PHIL./ PA. (237-E-1 ) 31ines, 27 (1) 1883 3/2 1885 3/9 

b* same? no year [verify if the PHIL or PHI LA type] 1889 3/29 

c* TRANSF. STA. PHILA./ PA. (237--) 31ines, 27 (--) 1887 6/3BZ 

c TRANSFER STA.PHILA./ PA. (237-E-4) 3 1ines, 29 (2) Apparently no 1892 8/20 1893 9/13 
year between Aug and Nov 1892 

d T.C. PENNA.R.R.STA. / PHILA.PA. (237-J-6) 4 lines, 27+ (2) 1896 x/xx 

() var with T.C. removed (1 0) 1897 1/12 

e PHI LA PA. TERM. R.P.O. I TOUR 3 (237-K---) 4 lines, 33+, magenta 1941 12/20 1941 12/29 
(presumably TOUR 1 and 2 also) 
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Y 470n – #470n – And early 1839 Philada Railroad dial on the Baltimore line
heading north.

Z 472 - #472 – The Shamokin PA line was the pared back Williamsport line after 1950, a
philatelic card sent to RPO collector D La Rue while in the service, post-Korean War.

Shamoki n & Phi lade lphia/ 
Rai lwey P. 0. / / P'IS 

~ 

~ Donal d 0 La Rue RA39331792 
Hq Btry, 64th AAA Gun Bn 
Aro 994 % PM San Francis co Calif' 
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AA 480 – #489 - The Broad Street Terminal named in both a machine and hand cancel from 1933.

482 

483* 

483 

483A 

484 

"I may have made this postmark, since I was working tour 3 in Philadelphia Terminal RPO in 1941. Philadelphia Terminal 
rarely postmarked first class. The only time they worked first class was during Christmas season, when they worked the 
NJ, PA, DE, and MD that arrived in Philadelphia unworked by the NY & Pittsburgh and the NY and Washington, etc. It is a 
rare postmark. Incidentally, Philadelphia Terminal was on the second floor of the Main Post Office at 30th Street. Prior to 
hat it was in the basement of Gimbel's warehouse on the east bank of the Schuylkill River, between Market and Chestnut 

Streets. The change was made in 1935." --John Kay 

e* PHILA., PA.ITERM TOUR .. (237--) 3-4 lines, 33+, magenta 1957 1016 

T.O.R.M.S. PENNA. STA. PHILA. PA (237-J-7) 41ines, 33+, magenta (1 ) 1964 xlxx 1965 4112 

Market Street Wharf 

a TRANS.OFF.R.M.S. I M'K'T.ST. WHARF,PHILA.PA (237-E-5) (blank) 1920s 
Dp29+, black, (2) with RMS 

Reading Terminal (Market) PO Clerk 

Office, Auditor of Disbursements, I READING TERMINAL, date I 1895 9111 
PHILADELPHIA I The Phila. & Reading R. R. Co. Ov _ x_ black 

a* READING TERMINAL R.P.O./ TOUR 3 CD33, magenta 1937 1113 

a TRANSFER OFFICE R.M.S. READING TERM./ PHI LA. PA. (237-K-2) 4 1946 9130 
lines, Dp32+, 4 bar (1) 

b TRANSFER OFFICE R.M.S. I READING TERM. PHI LA. PA. (237-K-3) 4 1949 10121 
lines, Dp33, 4 bar, magenta (1 ) 

c PHILA,PA.I READ.TERM.R.P.O. (237-K-1) 41ines, 29+ (1) 1949 313 1955 1115 

d TRANSFER OFFICE PTS READING TERM./ PHI LA, PA. (237-K-4) 4 lines, 1951 8121 
33+ (1) 

e TRANSFER OFFICE PTS READING TERM./ PHILA, PA. (237-K-5) tight 1952 12120 
ltrs, 41ines, Dp32+, 4 bar, magenta (1) 

TRANS OFF PTS READING STA PHILA PA. (237-K-6) DC35+ (1) (P-8 1958 2120 
S-55) 

PHILA. & READING R. R. CO. I GEN'L PASS. TICKET AGT. DC31, blue 1891 814 

Cuneo Press 

a T.O. CUNEO PLANT I PHILA., PA. (237-E-6) S2L 65x21 , magenta (1) 1960s 

FREDERICK P. PROESSEL 
51 East Woodale Road 

PIIILADELPUIA, PA. 

~~ . Edgar A. ~orbes, 
Looms, Calif . 
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AA 481 – #481 – Transfer Clerk hand stamp
from 1895, a letter posted in the
Pennsylvania RR’s new Broad Street Station.

AA 481a – #481a - A Pennsylvania RR’s
Local Agent duplex, dated about 1875.

AA 481b – #481b – A hotel to hotel
duplex, marked by the Transfer
Station clerk in 1883, to present-day
Pittsburgh.

AA 481e – #481e – A 1941 Pennsy Terminal
hand stamp, but with the magenta ink for the
round-the-clock tour clerks?

vt/-<44 6;;L-.:_ ;;§,_,-~ ....,..,.,..,~-'c..,-.
;: vUv-1 -~ /r ~.ry~~A~~~ 

~ x~v:l 
._/~~v~e--L~~~-t~ ._./f:e~s 

,_/Ua/:z~<f 

lioTEL LAFAYETTE 
BROAD ANO CHEST~UT 

PHILADELPHIA. 

L. U. MALTBY. 

\v,~~a.~ 
J.o 5 d~..vt~t2v..v 

_.8Lwuz -_d.v 
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AA 481f - #481f – A deep
magenta philatelic marking from
1965 from the Transfer Office,
Railway Mail Service, Broad
Street Station.

AA 483A – An internal
mark on an 1891 local cc
cover of The Philadelphia
& Reading Railroad Co.,
Fourth Street.

AA 483a star – A well-marked air mail-special delivery cover from Pottsville PA to Camp Custer
MI, 21-1/2 hours, by land, rail and air: a #483A* and an Allentown & Philly RPO #410b among
them.
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Celebrating Our 125th Anniversary! 
October 21 -24 Pub]ic Auction in New York 
at the ASDA 62nd Annual National Postage Stamp Show 

HOTEl NEW YORKER • 34TH & Efghth Avenue • New York City 
Vlewtng: Octob&r 11' -15 at ourWel!e&rey, Ma15$. ol'lle&; a-artier· by appoln1ment-

AIPW Ylowtng at our NewYorkor Holol ~ulte on Oct.18·20 and of eounoe, during tho !luction, too. 

r-------~ .... --. No .. o.n..,p,Qf 
12 ..-! ~e/'~31 rhe 
-~ ... - ......... !)' 

iPO~ $21.1 1 

I /-~r' ~ ·,...-. . 
'/,;..,..~ ·;u. 

~-6.-.1 • ~ 

The Arthur E. Beane, Jr. Collection of United States 
Featu ri ng F.:r.tensive U.S. Stamps, l•ancy Cancels & I'O!-talllistory; Mass.aclm~tt!> Pustalllist(lf) incl uding 

many lbti ng ~llampl t's, plu:> Stilmple!>!- to Con f~der<l l"' Stat~t~. Fancy Cana1b inclu\Jing many sddom 
4<'nCOl.lnt ... red . Quality U.S. :.ing l ~ts and m~J i tipl~. Imprel>Sivl' Revenues ami Back-of-Book b!tLJ I;o'~. 

Many items have been oul of I he phila td ic m.uketplace lor many d4;l'~.ld es. 

The Charles A. Fricke Collection of Postal Cards & their Usages 
(One of, if not liffi most wriHen-.1bout col lcclions of its kind ) 

Pius the Properties of numerQus vendors/cHents • 15°-o Buyers Premium 

Consi9nments for upcom.ng sa les or Outright Purchase 
Contact us today to discuss your needs I 

Send, can or email for the October Auct1on Catalog 

Qlj;Lrtte/ Y. ~"" ~cl/o4-zd, c.l::f?CJ 
• Since llm5 • 

20 Walnut IJ1:C'l • Smtc 213 • \o\'cllcsJcy. MA 02481 • Phone: 781.23:i.OfJ4l0 • Ft~x : 781 23S.O'J,15 
info li'kell eherauctions.com 

www. ke II ehera ucti ons. con1 
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Get Ahead of the Crowd!
NOW you can view La Posta weeks
ahead of its mail arrival in convenient PDF
format!  At no extra cost, subscribers re-
ceive:

Articles with Full Color Illustrations
Searchable Text
Zoom Features for Easier Reading
How can you receive E-mail notice when the
on-line version is available? Simple!  Please
check that your E-mail is correctly listed in
Postal Historians on-line, and you’ll be sent E-
notices automatically.  If you’re not listed, or
listed in error, please contact Cath Clark:

lapostagal@hotmail.com

DK Enterprises
World-Wide Postal History

both commercial and philatelic

· Censored, Military, Naval
· P.O.W., Internment Camp Mail
· US/WW Postal History
· US/WW Stamps and Collections
· State/Federal/Foreign Revenues
· Always Buying. Let us know what you have.
· Visa/Mastercard accepted
· Free shipping on orders over $50.00

Visit my online store
http://www.dickkeiser.com

or inquire about what’s in stock. New items
are constantly added to the website.

 Email:  stamps@dickkeiser.com
Dick Keiser

DK Enterprises
9960 Silverdale Way NW #11

Silverdale, Wa 98383
360.692.3818

Store Hours: Mon – Sat 1030 to 1800

After hours.  360.271.9026

1-3 Oct  INDYPEX
Wyndham Indy west Hotel

Indianapolis, Ind

19-21 Nov CPS
Westin Hotel, NW, 400 Park Blvd.

Itasca, IL

5-6 Dec Worthington Club Show
Columbus, OH

Don Tocher
U.S. Classics,

Stamps
and Postal

History

See examples of unusual U.S. postal history items on
my website:

http://www.postalnet.com/dontocher/

Please see me at the shows noted nelow:

WALPEX 2010
Lexington, MA
October 30-31

ASDA,  APS, USPCS, CSA, USSS
4935 Franklin Drive, Boulder, CO 80301,

CELL PHONE:  617-686-0288
  dontocher@earthlink.net
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La Posta Backnumbers
Backnumbers of La Posta may be purchased
from:

Sherry Straley
1731 Howe Ave PMB 452

Sacramento, CA 95825

An index of all backnumbers through Volume
28 has been completed by Daniel Y. Meschter
and is available on the La Posta website at
www.la-posta.com.

To order backnumbers call  Sherry at 916-359-
1898, fax 916-359-1963 or send her an E-mail
at sherry@4agent.org.

United States Post Offices
Volumes 1- 8 - Complete USA

Now Available on one CD

Complete searchable data base of
all US post offices that have ever

operated

Dates of Operation, County Location and
Scarcity Index

Price to La Posta subscribers: $79.50 ppd.

Order by Mail or E-mail:
rwhelbock@la-posta.com or at

http://www.la-posta.com/images/ebooks.htm

Pay Pal accepted

FOREIGN DESTINATION MAIL
FROM THE U.S. DURING WWII
Civilian mail, personal or commercial

wanted by collector

Exotic destinations from Aden and
Afghanistan to Yemen and Zanzibar
Surface mail to Colombia, 1942
Letters and cards to Italy (including Sicily),

1943-1945
Cards to liberated nations, 1944-1945
Mail to Japan, 1946-1947

Lawrence Sherman, M.D.
5365 Caminito Exquisito
San Diego, CA  92130

larrysherman@san.rr.com
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WANTED: MAIL ROBBERY,
TERRORISM, UNUSUAL MAIL

INTERRUPTIONS
—tornadoes, hurricanes, volcanoes,

etc.

Contact Dr. Steven J. Berlin,
12407 Dover Rd.

Reisterstown, Maryland 21136

Phone: 443-838-1546, E-mail-
DrStevenBerlin@yahoo.com.

MEMBER: Wreck & Crash Mail Society

Pouch Stolen by Bandits...

USA POSTAL HISTORY
Colonial to Prexies: Maritime, Destinations,

Expos, DPOs, Railroad, Territorial, CSA,
Express, Possessions, & Military

ASDA MEGA-Event
New York, NY
Oct  21 -24

STEPHEN T. TAYLOR
5 Glenbuck Road
Surbiton, Surrey

England KT6 6BS
Covers on Ebay: americaninbritain

Phone 01144-208-390-9357
Fax 01144-208-390-2235
info@stephentaylor.co.uk
www.stephentaylor.co.uk

Your American dealer in Britain

Photocopy Approval Service
U.S. and Worldwide, mostly 20th
Century, priced in the $10 to $200
range. What can I offer?

U.S. Town Cancels
D.P.O.'s, machine, advertising,
R.P.O.'s and much more are
featured in my free states pricelists.
Which state may I send?

http://postalhistory.com

P.O. Box 94822
Las Vegas NV 89193

FAX(888) 898-6123

Need Some Cash? 
Better pre-1940 U.S. & ~~~ 
Foreign Cov.ers WANTED! _ ·r;fi-L~ 
Put all your Better PRE-1945 u.s. 0 
& FOREIGN COVERS In a box and , ,;. !~ , (.' , 

send them to me right now. Why ' ;~ 
walt? I'll pay postage. ~. 
I'LL SEND YOU A CHECK 
THE SAME DAY! 
(9$% of our offen1 are acceptecL _ 
that's a fact! I Don't Worry, we won't 
keep you waiting at all! 

IT YOU BAYI:!.XYOF TH£SE COVE RS, st:XD 
THU I TO lolT. FOR MY IMMEDIATE OFITR A.'iD 
L"STA..'iT CHI:Ci.':: (All c=OOollll:ries) lU-!,U.wad ma.il, lktwr 
IDdwiclu.alltf'D», ZtpptliA' &: FUr;tn'. Maritime, Wod4 Wart 
I and D, all Mlbtary and Na\·ili, Historical Ccn"Us!Lettera. 

Rockec Mail. Cruh Co\'tn. Exptdm.oo ~Uii. Autic aoc!Ant
IICtic. PriiODrr of W111: Mail, Stampln1 , AUm.aiU, Catapulb, 
Expo•iuoo.\, Karl Uwh: CO\"ff.., Clau •c POiOI Hu tory of an 
bluh .. . a:ad plnw' NO FDC• and NO JUNK! 

SPECIAL ~OTE : Wt: \\'Ill pay yoo. tbe bJJ;b.Ht market 
prict1, ao ateptiOD.Ii. Tnut ow: 33-ynz l"epWation fcx payi.a.s 
ODly tbt: top prKu No rit.ka. We P•>· all pot;tllt: costs.. Slup 
twly int.wed by Pnority Mall. Ow: c:brck U in d:w mail to you 
wutua 24 boun of rt«n."tDJ yaut 11Uttna1. Wmtdi.ate retw:n 
lDCiudinA )'OW: po~llse cosh it a.ot satU'fied 

www.fredschmitt.com 
Fnt appl'aisais, 
qukk dtrlslon, and 
wt- pay you im
mtdlaltl~·! Wt also 
p ay all 
posta&• ~o•ls. 

~- ~1.lolno<ripl Socic<y. AIDA. 
'-... 

0 

APS, PTS (Loodoo~ CSDA(C ..... ) 

'"- t U ) ~cnnu tt 
Investors Ltd. 

lncernatio nal Postal Hist ory Sp«ial ists Sine~ 195j 
P.O. Bo~ 387-AAMS • Non bpon NY I I 768 

Phone: (63 I) 261-6600 (24 hours) 
Fax: (631) 261-7744 • E-Ma1l: fred@fredschmin .com 

r-----------------~ 

Ai'IM'IIQ'•1 rct .. 1o 
Jt.&.~Tll"l'. 

OUOit'I'U.i~ll.ln. 

-r H ~w . sweneon 
Lawyer 

Devil a Loko 11 . D. 

~-----------------~ 
·~ Es1. 1914 
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Unusual, Exhibitable,
 Challenging Covers

Wide Range of Areas.  Please Go to:
eBay Store <POSTAL HISTORY MALL>

Want Lists Solicited
WANTED: Worldwide SpecialDelivery Stamps on Cover, Card, Tags

Robert L. Markovits, Quality Investors
PO Box 178  Stockbridge MA  01262

rlmarkovits@aol.com

Visit La Posta’s On-line Cover Shop
http://www.la-posta.com/Store/Cover%20Shop.htm

RECENT ADDITIONS: Prexies, Registered Covers, States (Especially
Washington) & RPOs

Shop using credit card through Paypal, or e-mail us your order direct and pay by check.

rwhelbock@la-posta.com or lapostagal@hotmail.com
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Essential Books for the 
Postal Historian ... 
Our Own Publications 

9201 Paued by Army Censor By Richard W. He! bock, 2006, 256p, HB. $45.00 
9197 Chicago Postal Markings and Postal History By Leonard Piszkiewicz, 2006, 576p plus R-page color section, HB. The 

cover price is $75.00. 
9184 United States Patriotic Envelopes of World War II By Lawrence Sherman, 2006 Revised and expanded edition, 42Rp, 

HB. $75.00 
9113 Montana Territorial Postmark~ By Wesley N. Shellen and Francis Dunn, 2003, 128p, Card cover. $25.00 
9112 Prexie Postal History- 2003 Revised Second Edition Edited by Richard He! bock, 2003, I OOp, Card cover. $25.00 
012 The Forwarding of Mail by the U.S. Post Office Department, 1792-2001. By Tony Wawmkiewicz, 2001, 240p+8p. 

color insert, HB. $39.95 
013 Postmarks on Postcards By Richard Helbock, 2002, 290p, SB. Section one contains ten chapters on the postmarks found 

during the "Post Card Era" 1900 - 1920. The second part deals with the major ways postmarks arc collected and explores 
ancillary and auxiliary markings. $27.50 

Helbock's Post Office Series 
Each volume contains an alpha listing of post of1ices. Includes county, dates of operation and a rarity factor. A useful series 

for the postal historian, post card collector or genealogist. 
014 United States Post Offices Vol. 1- The West. Contains the 11 western states + HI and AK.. Helbock, 1998, 222p, SB 

$27.50 
015 United States Post Offices Vol. 2 - The Great Plains. Contains ND, SD, NE, 

KS, OK & TX. Hclbock, 1998, 222p, SB. $27.50 
016 United States Post Offices Vol. 3- The Upper Midwest. Contains MN, IA, 

WI, IL & MI. Hclbock, 1999, 264p, SB $27.50 
017 United States Post Offices Vol. 4- The Northeast. Contains all of New 

England and NY & PA. Helbock, 2001 , 288p, SB. $27.50 
9106 U. S. Post Offices- Vol. 5 - The Ohio Valley. Contains OH, IN & KY 

Hclbock, 2002, 204p, SB. $27.50 
9130 United States Post Offices VoL 6 - The Mid-Atlantic. Contains VA, WV, 

MD, DE, DC & NC. Helbock, 2004, 270p, SB. $27.50 
9154 United States Post Offices Vol. 7 - The Lower Mississippi. Contains: MO, 

TN, AR, LA and MS. He1bock, 2005, 320p, SB. $27.50 
9213 United States Post Offices Volume 8- The Southeast Contains: SC, GA, 

FL, & AL. Helbock, 2007, 224p, SB. $27.50. 
9107 U.S. Doanes - Second revised Edition Hclbock & Anderson, 2002, 336p, 

SB. $27.50 

SHIPPING AND HANDUNG: $5.00 for the first book, and 
$1.00 per book thereafter. 

z • ORDER FORM • • Quan. Title: Price: 

Shipping Add itional: 

TOTAL 

Check Enclosed -
Charge to: _ Visa - MC - Discover 
Card No. 
Expire Date: Ple~se Etnler your credit card's 

--- 3<119~ security COde: __ 

Name: 

Street Address: 

City: 

State:_ Zip Code: 

Phone: Fax: 

Email: 

NOTE: Illinois res1dents add 6.5% sales 

James E. Lee, LLC • Phone: (847) 462-9130 
Fax: (847) 462-9140 • Email: jim@jameslee.com 

Dealers call for 
quantity discounts. www.JamesLee.com 
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Alaska Collectors Club
APS Affiliate #218

Dedicated to developing a wider interest in the study
and preservation of Alaska’s Postal History.

We are a wide-ranging group of collectors who are
interested in all aspects of the postal history of Alaska.
From the first covers under United States ownership to
the latest events, we try to cover the gamut of Alaska

postal history.
Some of our features:

Quarterly Journal, The Alaskan Philatelist
Auctions of Alaska material
Fellowship with other Alaska collectors

Dues $15.00, information available from:

Eric Knapp
Secretary/Treasurer
4201 Folker Street, Unit 102
Anchorage, AK  99508 -5377
E-mail:  eknapp@gci.net

ATTENTION
POSTAL HISTORY & LITERATURE DEALERS

Trade discounts are available on
United States Post Offices, Volumes 1-8,

as well as other La Posta Publications.

WRITE OR CALL:

James E. Lee,
P.O. Drawer 36,

Cary, IL 60013-0036
Voice: 847-462-9130
Fax: 847-462-9140

ARIZONA - NEW
MEXICO

POSTAL HISTORY
SOCIETY

SEEKS NEW MEMBERS, WHO SEEK NEW
MATERIAL, NEW INFORMATION AND  NEW FRIENDS

DUES $10 ANNUALLY

Receive “The Roadrunner”
Quarterly Newsletter

Trade Duplicates at Winter
and Summer Meetings

Contact: J. L. Meyer,

20112 West Point Dr.,

Riverside, CA 92507

Searching for
HOLMES COUNTY, OHIO COVERS

Berlin – ms, CDS, and especially Straight Line Cancels on Stampless.
Baddow Pass Manning
Becks Mills Morgan Settlement*
Benton* Mount Hope*
Black Creek* Nashville*
Buena Vista before 16 Feb 1852 Paint Valley
Clark’s* Palladium
Clark Pictoria
DeWitts Ridge Prarie*
Dino Salt Creek*
Doughty Saltillo
Drake’s* Special
Farmerstown Stilwell
Grade Trail
Hard Tuttleville*
Holmesville* Walnut Creek
Humpreys Villa* Walnutcreek 1895-06
Humpreyville Ward’s*
Jones Corner Winesburgh*
Killbuck*
Lakeville

* = Stampless

Write/E-Mail Call:  Larry Neal, 8650 Twp. Rd. 79
Millersburg, OH  44654  (330) 674-0919

larryln@valkyrie.net
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Genuine or Fake? 

The Philatelic Foundation Knows 

This rare Western cover appears to have a well-struck Fort Laramie, N.T. 
(Nebraska Territory) postmark and postage paid by a 3¢ rose Issue of 1861 
stamp. But is it genuine? 

Postal history collectors often want help evaluating a cover like this . Upon careful 
examination, om team of experts at The Philatelic Foundation determined that the Ft. 
Laramie postmark is genuine but the 3¢ stamp did not originate on this cover. 

You don' t have to know the answer to difficult postal history questions like this. 
Our experts, backed by the best reference collection in the industry and decades of 
experience, can answer these questions. We strive to not only provide the most 
accmate opinions available, but the most informative ones as well. 

Submit Your Stamps and Covers Today for a PF Certificate 
Call1-212-221-6555 or visit www.PhilatelicFoundation.org today to download a 

submission form. Fill out the one-page form and send it to us with yom stamp or cover. 

Philatelic Foundation Certificates have been the Gold Standard of philatelic 
certificates for 65 years. 

The Philatelic Foundation 
7 0 West 40th Street, 15th Floor 
New York, NY 10018 
(212) 221-6555 
w ww.Philate1icFoundation .org 
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INTRODUCING EXPONET
THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL ON-LINE PHILATELIC EXHIBITION

EXPONET (http://www.exponet.info) is a virtual, non-competitive international philatelic exhibit with more than 380 entries.
With EXPONET, collectors can present their postal history and stamp collections on-line. EXPONET was started in 2004, and is
now an integral part of the philatelic web site JAPHILA. It is written in English, and also translated into several other languages.
It has been viewed by 2 million visitors so far!

The aim of EXPONET is to provide a permanent presentation of high quality philatelic exhibits, and to facilitate on-line study
for visitors throughout the world. Our intention is to make exhibit-viewing available to everybody, regardless of distance, and to
promote the philatelic hobby.

Exhibiters are not charged an entry fee, and criteria for exhibiting on EXPONET are explained on-line. In-brief, exhibits must be
interesting, of high quality, and have some philatelic value. It’s no problem to show a good exhibit which so far hasn’t been
exhibited or awarded. On the other hand, we don’t accept an exhibit which isn’t well worked through—even if it has been
previously awarded.

We don’t limit the size of the exhibit, but the optimal size is 5 to 10 frames, which meets APS and FIP regulations. High quality
scans are a necessity.

Exhibits are classified in three groups, with professionally juried awards.
1. Hall of Fame -  Exhibits which have achieved high awards at national and international shows will be classified in the Hall of

Fame.
2. Very fine and outstanding exhibition
3. Open Class for exhibits having achieved Bronze, new exhibits, youth exhibits, etc.

EXPONET was founded by private individuals:

1. Milan Cernik, collector of postal stationery, exhibitor, and philatelic  auctioneer at www.pac-auction.com

2. Bretislav Janik, webmaster-Japhila daily magazine www.japhila.cz; Secretary-World Stamp Exhibit Committee, Prague-1988.

3. Vit Vanicek, vice-president of the Union of Czech Philatelists and President-World Stamp Exhibit Committee-Prague-2008.
VISIT EXPONET AT http://www.exponet.info

Contact: Milan Cernik, icernik@volny.cz or Bretislav Janik, janik@japhila.com

La Posta Backnumbers
Backnumbers of La Posta may be purchased
from:

Sherry Straley
1731 Howe Ave PMB 452

Sacramento, CA 95825

An index of all backnumbers through Volume
28 has been completed by Daniel Y. Meschter
and is available on the La Posta website at
www.la-posta.com.

To order backnumbers call  Sherry at 916-359-
1898, fax 916-359-1963 or send her an E-mail
at sherry@4agent.org.
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LA POSTA
CLASSIFIED ADS
ONLY 5 CENTS PER WORD DELIVERS YOUR MESSAGE TO THE LARGEST

AND BEST INFORMED GROUP OF POSTAL HISTORIANS IN AMERICA

Word Count 1 issue 3 issues 6 issues

1-25 $1.25 $3.12 $5.94
26-30 $1.50 $3.75 $7.14
31-35 $1.75 $4.35 $8.28
36-40 $2.00 $4.98 $9.48
41-45 $2.25 $5.61 $10.68
46-50 $2.50 $6.24 $11.88
51-55 $2.75 $6.84 $13.02
56-60 $3.00 $7.47 $14.22
61-65 $3.25 $8.10 $15.42
66-70 $3.50 $8.73 $16.62
71-75 $3.75 $9.33 $17.76
76-80 $4.00 $9.96 $18.96
81-85 $4.25 $10.59 $20.16
86-90 $4.50 $11.22 $21.36
91-95 $4.75 $11.82 $22.50
96-100 $5.00 $12.45 $23.70

SOCIETIES

COLLECT CANADA/B.N.A.? Consider
BNAPS! The society offers study groups; pub-
lications; annual exhibitions; and online library
bnapstopics.org! View: www.bnaps.org. Con-
tact: P. Jacobi, Secretary, #6-2168 150 A
Street, Surrey, BC Canada V4A 9W4 [41-3]

FOR SALE: COVERS

DO YOU COLLECT State Postal History,
Doane Cancels or cancels of any kind? Now
38 States online plus Dakota Territory and
more coming. Over 9000 covers online
with1500 of them pictured. Website: http://
www.towncancel.com/ Gary Anderson, P.O.
Box 600039, St. Paul, MN. 55106. Email:
garyndak@comcast.net. [41-3]

COVER AUCTIONS, NAVY/MILITARY; Clas-
sics; Submarines; Surface Ships; Locations;
APO;s; POSTCARDS; MEMORABILIA. Mix-
ture of commercial; philatelic; wartime cov-
ers. Free illustrated catalogues. Jim Smith
(USCS, MPHS), Box 512, Oshtemo, Michi-
gan 49077 [41-3]

FOR SALE: COVERS

DPO’s, RPO’s, ships, Doanes, Expos, ma-
chines, military, advertising, auxiliaries, and
more! My Mail Bid Sales offer thousands of
postal history lots. Write/ call for sample
catalog. Jim Mehrer, 2405-30th Street, Rock
Island, IL 61201. Phone: (309) 786-6539.
Email: mehrer@postal-history.com. Internet
web site: http://www.postal-history.com.
[42-1]

TOWNS:WANTED
All States and categories wanted! Better
consignment material always needed for my
bi-monthly Mail Bid Sales. Write/ call for con-
signment details. Jim Mehrer, 2405-30th
Street, Rock Island, IL 61201. Phone: (309)
786-6539. Email: mehrer@postal-
history.com. Internet web site:
http://www.postal-history.com. [42-1]

CALIFORNIA - KERN & IMPERIAL County
covers and cards. Especially interested in
Bakersfield corner cards. Send description
or photocopies and prices to John Williams,
887 Litchfield Ave., Sebastopol, CA 95472
[41-3]

TOWNS: WANTED

PHILLIPS COUNTY, MONTANA. I am devel-
oping a personal collection of postal history
of the post offices which have existed in
Phillips County, MT. (This is the county in
which I was born and grew to adulthood). I
hope to acquire postal covers and postcards
(especially PPAs) from all these post offices.
The collection dates will span from approxi-
mately 1900 to 1970. Among the postmarks/
post offices for which I am still looking are:
Alkali, Bellealta, CeeKay, Cole, Cowan,
Freewater, Greve, Leedy, Legg, Lonesome,
Lost Lake, Strater, Waleston, Whitcomb,
Ynot and Zenon...and others. Please send
descriptions or photocopies/scans with ask-
ing price, by e-mail or postal mail to: Evert
Bruckner, 1724 Morning Dove Lane,
Redlands, CA 92373. e-mail:
ebruckner@earthlink.net [41-3]

NORTH DAKOTA: all postal history wanted
from territorial to modern. Send photocopies
or on approval. Gary Anderson, P.O. Box
600039, St. Paul, MN 55106 41-3]

SPOKANE FALLS / SPOKANE, WA. 1872-
date wanted: Territorial, registered, postage
due, certified, commercial airmail, foreign
destinations, unusual station cancels, us-
ages, and postal markings. Send descrip-
tion or photocopies/scans to Larry Mann, 655
Washington PL SW, Mukilteo, WA 98275
Larrymann02@aol.com [41-3]

WESTPORT WA Collector seeking older ad-
vertising covers and pre-1950 postcards from
Westport, WA. Contact: Douglas Olson, PO
Box 2177, Westport, WA 98595 [41-3]

NOTE:
EXPIRATION DATE SHOWN
AT END OF EACH AD,  i.e.,
[41-3], MEANS AD WILL
EXPIRE WITH THIS ISSUE.

AD DEADLINE FOR NEXT
ISSUE:

November 10,
2010
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MILITARY: WANTED

ALASKA & WESTERN CANADA APOs,
interesting Pan American (Scott 294-299)
issues on cover and Pittsburgh/Allegheny
County covers from 1851-1861. Send
Xeroxes or scans and pricing to Bob
McKain, 2337 Giant Oaks Drive, Pittsburgh,
PA 15241 (57-vette@adelphia.net) [41-3]

WANTED ON APPROVAL: KOREAN WAR
COVERS, 1950-1953 with U.S. MARINES re-
turn addresses & postmarks that read U.S.
NAVY/12867 Br./Unit No., also 14009, 14011,
14012, 14021.  Also, ship covers sent by Ma-
rines while on active Korean war duty; also
collect stamped mail & Registered  (not free-
franked) from any service branch in Korea
from June 27 1950 – Dec 31, 1950.  Please
send scans and prices to Cath Clark,
lapostagal@hotmail.com

COLUMBIAN COVERS:
WANTED
1¢ COLUMBIAN (Scott US #230) COVERS
for eventual exhibit. Early/late uses, multiples
on cover, unusual destinations, fancy cancels,
etc. Also collecting 1893 Columbian Expo
covers & paper ephemera. Send scans, pho-
tocopies, or on approval to: Doug Merenda,
PO Box 20069, Ferndale, MI 48220-0069 or
ddm_50@yahoo.com [41-3]

DOANE CANCELS:
WANTED

Buy, sell and trade Doane Cancels of all
states. Send photocopies or on approval.
Gary Anderson, P.O. Box 600039, St.
Paul, MN 55106 [41-4]

PREXIES: WANTED
URGENTLY NEED 4½¢ Prexies for
collection. Looking for covers, proofs,
printing varieties. Anything that fits into a
specialized collection. Describe with
asking price. Howard Lee, Box 2912,
Delmar, CA 92014. Tel: 858-350-7462.
Email: gimpo@adnc.com [41-3]

SUB-STATION POSTAL
MARKINGS: WANTED
SUB-STATION postal markings containg
“sub” dated between 1889 and 1912 from
any US city. Send photocopies to Dennis
Pack, 1915 Gilmore Ave., Winona, MN
55987 [41-4]

FOREIGN: WANTED

COMMERCIAL AIR air covers, 1945 or
earlier, any intercontinental mail, i.e, Europe
to Asia, North America to Africa, Australia to
Europe, etc. Send scans or photocopies for
my offer, or on approval to Richard Helbock,
PO Box 100, Chatsworth Island, NSW
2469, Australia or helbock@la-posta.com

WANTED: MISCELLANY
US & POSSESSIONS POST OFFICE SEALS:
on/off cover, Scott listed and unlisted.
Especially need Ryukyu and Philippine
material. Also want worldwide official
seals on cover. Send photocopies or
scans with asking price. Jim Kotanchik, PO
Box 684, West Acton, MA 01720-0684,
email: jimko@speakeasy.net 41-41

LITERATURE: FOR SALE

19th Century Cleveland, Ohio Postal
Markings by Thomas F. Allen, a 122-page
book packed with information helpful to all
postal historians, only $8.00 postpaid for
La Posta subscribers G-P Stamp Club,
7280 Hudson Road, Kent, OH 44240 [41-3]
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La Posta Publications
33470 Chinook Plaza, #216,

Scappoose OR 97056
email: helbock@la-posta.com

We hope that you have enjoyed our journal and I wish to cordially invite you to become a subscriber.

LA POSTA is published four times a year and provides over 300 pages of research, news and information
regarding all aspects of American postal history. With a subscription price of just $25 per year, most of our
readers consider us to be the best bargain in postal history today.

I hope you will find La Posta worthy of your support. If so, please take a moment to fill out the form below and
send us a check in the amount of $25, or pay via credit card at www.la-posta.com/journal.htm to begin your
subscription with our next issue.

Sincerely yours,

Richard W. Helbock,

Publisher

———————————————————————————————————————————————
La Posta Publications
33470 Chinook Plaza, #216
Scappoose, OR 97056

Hello Richard & Cath:

Yes, I’ll give La Posta a try. You may begin my subscription with the Volume 41, Number 2 (Summer 2010)
issue. Enclosed is my check in the amount of $25.00.**

Name: ————————————————————————

Address: ———————————————————————

City, State, ZIP: ______________________________________________

**The $25 per volume rate applies to US domestic addresses only. Please consult page 1 of this issue for
current overseas & Canadian rates. Pay via credit card through Pay Pal at www.la-posta.com/journal.htm
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Display Advertising Contract for La Posta

Name:_________________________ Company: ___________________________

Billing Address:______________________________City:_____________________

State:______   Zip:____________       E-mail: ______________________________

I understand that ad fees are payable in advance unless other arrangements are made.

Date:_______Signature:________________________ (E-mail acknowlegement O.K.)

DISPLAY ADS may be run on a contract basis for one-to-four insertions.  You may change ad contents of
inside pages at any time, provided advance notice is given.  Contract rates are as follows:

INSIDE PAGES
  Ad Size One Issue Two Issues Four Issues
 1/8-page $20.00 $36.00 $60.00
1/4-pagc $38.00 $72.00 $130.00
1/2-page $68.00 $132.00 $254.00
1-page $120.00 $236.00 $462.00

NEW
INTERNET ONLY – FRONT PAGE  - COLOR
(FULL PAGE) $150.00 – Page 1

BACK COVER
(1/2 PAGE, COLOR) Two Issues $350.00

Four Issues $600.00

*Note – Inside cover & back cover ads must be taken out for a minimum of two issues.

DEADLINES FOR INSIDE & INTERNET PAGES: Spring issue – 10 Feb, Summer issue – 10 May,
Fall issue – 10 Aug, Winter issue – 10 Dec.

DEADLINES FOR  BACK COVER COLOR AD:
Spring & Summer issue – 10 Dec, Fall and Winter issue – 10 May

We will run your black and white ad in color on our website for no extra charge.  If you would like
us to create an ad for you, at no extra charge, please attach your business card or write in what
you would like to say on the back of this form.

E-mail your ad to Cath Clark at: lapostagal@hotmail.com
or send to: La Posta, PO Box 65,  Harwood, NSW 2465 AUSTRALIA

Payment by check (U.S. bank) to La Posta Publications.
Payment by Paypal to:  turtledragon@helbock.net

Phone Between 3:00 pm & 10:00 pm PST
   (011) (61) (2)  (6645-1829)
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The Post Offices of Whitley County, Kentucky
Most of the county is still wooded with some 38,000
acres in the Daniel Boone National Forest. As with
other counties in the rugged Upper Cumberland, coal
and timber have long played roles in Whitley’s eco-
nomic history but not till the arrival of the L&N Rail-
road in the 1880s did they begin to have any major
significance. Whitley’s coal development was initiated
by the Mahan Coal (later the East Tennessee Coal)
Company near Jellico on the Tennessee line. As will
be seen, many of the county’s post offices served towns
and rail stations that were established around coal min-
ing operations from the 1880s through the First World
War.

While the county’s uneven terrain generally inhibited
commercial farming, some industrial development,
mostly generated by the railroads and primarily in the
Corbin area, has substantially contributed to its
economy. So has tourism, centering at the Cumberland
Falls State Resort Park and the newly created Laurel
River Lake.1

To sketch Whitley’s ninety four operating post offices
the county will be divided by its major stream valleys.
The post offices will be located by road miles from the
court house in downtown Williamsburg (some 104 road
miles south of downtown Lexington, via 1-75) or from
other offices in the same valley.

The fourth class city of Williamsburg with a 2002 popu-
lation of 5,167, is on US 25W and the Cumberland
River, just east of 1-75. In 1818 the new county’s seat
was established on the south bank of the river on land
then owned by Samuel Cox, local tavern and ferry
owner. This site may early have been called Spring
Ford for two local springs and a river fording place
that attracted its earliest settlement. Like the county it
was named for Col. Whitley. The town was chartered
on February 5, 1819 as Williamsburg but its post of-
fice was established, on June 14, 1820 (with Walter R.
Hunt, its first postmaster)/ as Whitley Court House.
This remained the post office name till 1882 when it
was officially changed to Williamsburgh to conform
to the town’s name. In 1894 the terminal “h” was
dropped. An unsuccessful attempt at one time to
change the town’s name to Pittsburg has yet to be
investigated.

By Robert M. Rennick

Whitley shares with several other counties a well dis-
sected plateau in the southwestern section of the East-
ern Kentucky Coal Field and the Upper Cumberland
watershed. Crossing its southeastern end for nearly
eleven miles is the Pine Mountain Range that extends
in a generally northeastern direction between Tennes-
see and Kentucky’s Pike County. The county is drained
by the main channel of the Cumberland River and key
tributaries—Meadow, (Big) Poplar, Patterson, Watts,
Young, Jellico, and Bark Camp Creeks and the Clear
Fork and Laurel Rivers. (The Clear Fork, heading in
southwestern Bell County and extending into Tennes-
see, drains one of the region’s major historic coal pro-
ducing areas, while the Laurel serves as the county’s
northern border with Laurel County. Laurel’s main
branch, Lynn Camp Creek, also drains part of Knox
and Laurel Counties.)

On January 17, 1818 the fifty ninth of Kentucky’s coun-
ties, Whitley, was created by legislative act wholly from
Knox County. It was named for Virginia-born Col.
William Whitley (1749-1813), a pioneer Bluegrass set-
tler and Indian fighter, who was killed at the Battle of
the Thames in the War of 1812. To its original 630
square mile area were added another eighty square
miles from Pulaski County in 1826. Several days later
Whitley lost seventy square miles toward the creation
of Laurel County. Ten square miles were taken for
the formation of Josh Bell County in 1871; forty more
went to Laurel County in 1876; and, finally, 140 con-
tributed to the organization of McCreary County in
1912. Whitley’s present 443 square mile area now has
an estimated 37,300 residents.

The county’s first permanent settler is believed to have
been Revolutionary War veteran John Granger Tye
III (1737-1833) of Baltimore County, Maryland who,
in 1786, built his home on (Big) Poplar near the site of
the later Carpenter Church. He was soon followed by
families of Earlies, Johnsons, Saxsons, Smiths, and
Youngs, and then by Berrys, Clarks, Coxes, Foleys,
Goldens, Faulkners, Kings, Mahans, Peaces, Sullivans,
and Wilsons. Many of the county’s settlement and
geographic feature names were taken fruit these fami-
lies.

All postmark illustrations appearing in this article are
from the Willett-Thompson Collection and are shown
courtesy of the Postmark Collectors Club. Visit the
PMCC weebsite at http://www.postmarks.org/
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Whitley County, Kentucky, from Kentucky Highway Department map.
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POST OFFICES ON THE CUMBERLAND RIVER’S MAIN

CHANNEL

One of Whitley’s several short-lived antebellum post
offices was Craig’s Ferry. From April 25, 1854 to
September 20, 1859 Isaac Craig’s office served a ferry
at an unknown location on the river. Whitley and Knox’s
important Craig family included George W., a Knox
County justice of the peace and coroner (1804), Will-
iam, a Knox County sheriff (1807), and Andrew, a Knox
County circuit court judge (1807-08) who represented
Whitley County in the Kentucky General Assembly in
1837. The family also gave its name to Craig Creek, a
Cumberland tributary in Laurel County.

At the site of storekeeper William McKee’s flour mill
on the Cumberland, probably just below (west of) Bee
Shoals and about where the McCreary-Whitley county
line was later located (about 18 ½  river miles below
Williamsburg) there was a summer resort called
Combling Falls. To serve it and several other busi-
nesses, Francis M. and William McKee opened the
Combling Falls post office on July 17, 1877. From
August 12, 1881 through October 1887, however, the
office was known as Buzzard.2

On the very day the Combling Falls post office opened,
Dr. Harrison Meadors (M.D.) established the
Meadorsville [mehd/uhrz/vihl] post office, over five
miles up the river. More precisely, it was on (the
present) Ky 478 that overlooks the river from the south,
between the mouth of Jellico Creek and the Redbird
Bridge, where it was to serve a mill, several stores, a
shop, and a saloon. Several moves along this road, in-
cluding a short stay at a site 1 ½  miles below (west
of) Jellico Creek, brought it back to its original location
where it closed in 1933. Now there’s nothing there but
scattered homes. The local Meadors family were de-
scendants of pioneer Whitley County settlers Thomas
and Keziah.

On August 8, 1882 James W. Bradley opened the
Mullis post office to serve his mill and the developing
coal town of Louden, half a mile up Whetstone Creek
of the Cumberland, and twelve miles above
Williamsburg. It was named for the area descendants

of James (ne ca. 1795) and Elizabeth Mullis who had
moved to Whitley County from Virginia ca. 1834. Af-
ter several site changes on Whetstone, the office closed
in mid April 1919.

One of the descendants of Samuel Sutton had a grist
mill at the mouth of Bunch Branch of the Cumberland,
across from the Yaden Station, and five miles above
Williamsburg. The site was served, but only flora June
12 to September 5, 1890, by Thomas J. Wood’s
Suttons Mill post office.

The aptly named Oak Hill post
office, established on December
29, 1890 by George W. McGraw,
probably operated at one or two
sites, a half to one mile up Peter
Branch of the Cumberland, ten
miles below Williamsburg. In
1895 it’s said to have been serving J.L. Taylor’s store
and N. Walker’s saw and feed mill. It closed in mid
May 1914, and nothing marks the site today.

Like the Red Bird River in Bell and Clay Counties, the
Whitley post office of Redbird, at two sites on the
north side of the Cumberland between Sanders and
Youngs Creeks, was named for the Cherokee Indian
who had settled on his Clay County namesake to hunt
and trap and was later murdered by white hunters. He
is said to have frequently traveled through the. present
Whitley County on his way to market his furs. His
name had been applied to a settlement’ on the site of
the post office before its establishment on January 15,
1898, with Simon C. Steely, postmaster. The office
closed in 1934.
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The Lawson post office was established on July 16,
1908 by David Y. Lawson (ne ca. 1862-3, probably a
descendant of Ann [Mrs. James Lawson, Sr.], a Geor-
gian who had brought her family to Kentucky in the
very early 1800s). By the time it closed in mid June
1914 it was serving the Dal Station on the L&N’s Pine
Mountain West branch, on the south side of the river,
six miles above Williamsburg.

In 1917 Rosa B. Sullivan submitted several names for
a post office that would serve her father John W.
Sullivan’s Store on the north side of the river, just
east of the mouth of Deep Branch, and four miles
above Lawson. One of them was Lucky for the sta-
tion on the Pine Mountain West Railroad across the
river. Another was Julep. In an interview with the
late Eugene Siler, she said that a popular song of that
time was “When You Wore a Tulip” (by Percy Wenrich

and Stanley
M u r p h y ) .
Fancying the
reference to
julep in the
last line, she
s u b m i t t e d
that word but
the Post Of-

fice Department, in accepting it, spelled it Julip, and
by that name the office opened on October 17 with
Rosa’s kid sister Nora L. as its first postmaster. Rosa
became postmaster herself on January 26, 1921. When
it closed in 1983 the office was on (the present) Ky
92.

About a mile up Goodin Creek and (the present) Ky
779 from Tyes Ferry (now the Tyes Ferry Bridge across
the Cumberland) and half a mile from the Knox County
line, was the inexplicably named Gausdale post of-
fice. This is believed to have been the first site of Knox
County’s Isaac post office (1883). The office, which
might have been called Clark for a Tyes Ferry resi-
dent Henry B. Clark if Jefferson County didn’t already
have such an office, was established on November 7,
1918 with James Teague, its first postmaster. It served
as a rural station of Barbourville from November 1963
till it officially closed in mid October 1989.

POST OFFICES ON MEADOW CREEK OF THE

CUMBERLAND RIVER

The aptly named Meadow Creek [mehd/uh kreek]
heads in Bunch Mountain, seven air miles south of
Corbin, and extends for over thirteen miles southeast
to join the Cumberland just below the Tyes Ferry

Bridge and one mile below (west of) the Knox County
line. It parallels the county line for much of its route
and is paralleled by Ky 1064 and 779. Identified as
such in Dr. Walker’s (1750) Journal, it’s thus the old-
est known place/ feature name in the county. Four
post offices served its watershed.

Somewhere in the Meadow Creek valley the Meadow
Creek post office was established on November 1,
1850 by Thomas N. Berry. By the mid 1870s it was
some six miles up the stream and ten miles northeast
of Williamsburg. After several vicinity moves it closed
in August 1917.

Some five miles above the Meadow Creek post of-
fice, William S. Culveyhouse established the Rock post
office on January 23, 1874 which he probably named
for the family of John A. and Samuel Rock, local land-
owners. On February 9, however, he had the name
changed to Siloam. The office closed in November
1875 when Culveyhouse moved to Tennessee, but was
reestablished the following May by John Burnett and
served Stephen Davis’ store till June 1886. On April 9,
1891 it was again reopened, as Silome. The source of
this name, in either spelling, is not known though there’s
undoubtedly a Scriptural basis for it (John 9). Several
Kentucky churches have borne this name. When the
office closed in November 1905 it was probably in the
vicinity of the Meadow Creek Church.

To serve the Tyes Ferry locality on the river, less
than a mile above (east of) the mouth of Meadow
Creek, Henry L. Tye, on May 23, 1881, established
the Dishman post office, named for a politically-im-
portant Knox- Whitley family.3 It occupied several sites
east of Meadow Creek (including one just over the
Knox County line from 1885 to 1888) till it closed in
August 1917.

Since his first preference
Bristow (probably for Ben-
jamin Helm Bristow [1832-
1896], famed Kentucky-born
but nationally prominent lawyer
and politician) was then in use
in Warren County, James T. Hill
established an office some two
miles up Meadow Creek from Dishman as Hill. He
and Nora Hill operated it from September 21, 1904
through August 1917.4
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POST OFFICES ON POPLAR CREEK (AKA, BIG

POPLAR) OF THE CUMBERLAND RIVER

Poplar Creek heads near the Bell, Knox, Whitley Coun-
ties convergence and extends for some fifteen miles
west and northwest to the river across from Boyd Bend,
51/2 river miles below the Knox County line. It may
be distinguished from the Little Poplar Creek in Knox
County though both were aptly named for the trees.
The present Ky 92 extends along the creek. Six post
offices served its main valley and tributaries.

In 1812 Andrew Evans (1775-1834), a Virginia-born.
Baptist preacher, brought his family to Poplar Creek.
In 1821, a mile or so up the creek, he built a water-
powered grist mill. On his death it and the land around
it were heired by his son John Rosen Evans (1803-
1888). On September 6, 1873 John Rosen’s son An-
drew C. (1844-1911) established the Evans Mill  post
office which he and his sibs. Sarah A. and Joseph F.
operated through May 1880. It was re-established on
February 28, 1881 just above the mouth of Poplar, with
William R. Perkins, postmaster, but operated as merely
Evans through August 1887. From May 15, 1890
through December of that year Robert Monhollen is
said to have operated an Evans post office on Browns
Creek, a Watts Creek tributary, some six miles north-
east of Williamsburg.5

Five more Poplar Valley fami-
lies gave their names to post
offices. On August 1, 1882
E.A. Carpenter opened the
Carpenter post office some 3
½  miles up Poplar from Evans
Mill. This was about where
John G. Tye and his wife Mollie

are said to have built the county’s first home in 1786.
When it closed in 1975 the office was on Ky 92, near
Hauns (now Reynolds) Store, just below the mouth of
Goldens Creek.

Somewhere on the Knox County side of the Davis
Branch of the 6 ½  mile long Goldens Creek (which
heads nearly four miles within Knox County), William
F. Davis established a post office. Instead of his pre-
ferred name Davis, it opened on February 16, 1906 as
Rain. In early 1912 it was moved over the Whitley
line to a point on (the present) Rte. 1809, 1 ½  miles
east of Carpenter, where it closed in 1933. Though
still shown in records and on maps as Rain, it’s locally
pronounced with the terminal “s” for its was named
for descendants of Long Hunter John Rains, who had
settled in that region in the early nineteenth century.

The Teague post office was established on March 3,
1893 by Henry B. Clark to serve Tyes Ferry, at the
mouth of Goodin Creek, and less than one mile from
the Knox County line. It was named for James and
other descendants of William Teague who had acquired
land in Whitley County in the
1830s and 40s. By 1915 the
office had moved to the mouth
of Buffalo Creek of Poplar
(the junction of the present Ky
11 and 92). After several more
vicinity moves, two miles north
of Carpenter, it closed  in 1944.

Two miles up Poplar Creek and Ky 92 from Carpenter,
at the mouth of Harps (later Harpes) Creek, in the heart
of the locally styled Poplar Creek neighborhood, Owen
Peace, on October 5, 1905, established the Siler post
office. Siler was named for the Rev. J.W. “‘Nilsen
Siler, local magistrate, a descendant of Jacob Siler
(1770-1839) from Chatham County, North Carolina who
had settled on nearby Mud Creek of Clear Fork River
about 1800. The 6 ½  mile long Harps Creek, named
for another area family, heads in Knox County’s Flag
Ridge.

Eli Goins (ne March 1859) was the first of several mem-
bers of his family to operate the Goins post office at
seven sites
along Harps
Creek be-
tween April
30, 1901 and
1952. When it
closed it was
two miles
above Poplar
and Ky 92.



Whole Number 24386

FIVE POST OFFICES IN THE PATTERSON CREEK

WATERSHED

This 8 ½ mile long stream heads just below Cane Gap
and joins the river just above Verne. It’s paralleled in
part by Ky 904 and the Pine Mountain West line of the
L&N Railroad which, for awhile, extended up Bennett
Branch to Gatliff. Its earliest settlers included its name
source William Patterson (a Revolutionary War vet-
eran ne ca. 1750), John Polley, and John S. Sears.

The first of this stream valley’s post offices was
Patterson Creek. Established on September 18, 1873,
with Milton Foley, postmaster, it was two miles up the
creek, probably at the mouth of its Little Patterson
branch, and ten miles southeast of Williamsburg. It may
have been moved in December 1876 when Samuel
Smith became postmaster-to somewhere on the lower
reach of Mulberry Creek, one mile up from the
Cumberland, perhaps to what was shown on Hoeing’s
Kentucky Geological Survey map of 1889 as Smiths
Store. In 1901 J.M. Smith is known to have moved it
half a mile south to a site three fourths of a mile east
of Mulberry. It may have been here that it closed in
June 1914.

The family of John and Mary Polley arrived in Whit-
ley County from Virginia before 1840, settling on
Patterson Creek where they soon became large land-
owners. By the 1880s the family had a sawmill, coal
mines, and a coal camp called Polley Town (or Polley
Camp) with a
boarding house and
commissary. On
August 15, 1883
John Polley, a
grandson of the
progenitors, estab-
lished a post office
to serve Polley’s Store and called it Polleyton. Ac-
cording to his Site Location Report it was six miles
south of the Patterson Creek post office. Sometime
before 1909 a map showed the office on Patterson
Creek, over a mile below (northwest of) the mouth of
Bennett Branch, at what’s shown on contemporary
published maps as Dixie. In 1909. though, Thomas A.

Booth’s Site Location Re-
port showed it serving
Verne  Station on the Pine
Mountain West line, at the
mouth of Patterson Creek,
two miles west of the then
site of the Patterson Creek
post office (and 91/2 miles

above Williamsburg.) It closed in February 1929. It
was re-opened on September 27, 1930 as Verne for
the inexplicably named station. John C. Walker was
Verne’s first postmaster. This office lasted till 1975.

The once thriving coal town of Gatliff extended for
about a mile east along the present Ky 904 and
Bennetts Branch from a point 11/2 miles from Patterson
Creek. It was named for and probably by Dr. Ancil
Gatliff, M.D. (1850-1918), a coal developer who opened
some of the local mines in 1906. The Gatliffs, still a
prominent Whitley County family, are descended from
Capt. Charles Gatliff (1745-1838), a Virginia-born
Revolutionary War officer and Indian fighter, who came
to Kentucky in 1779-80 and settled at the mouth of the
Cumberland River’s Maple Creek in 1786. To serve
the coal camp of what was to have almost one thou-
sand residents and was to be the largest mining opera-
tion in the area, the Gatliff post office was established
on March 28, 1908 with David W. Davies, postmas-
ter. Within a few years Gatliff had four stores, a res-
taurant, and a school and was the terminus of the two
mile long Patterson Creek Spur of the Pine Mountain
West Railroad from Nevisdale. Only a few strip mines,
some homes, and a couple of churches survived the
post office’s closing in 1966.

According to a resident, the late Thomas Childers, when
the Pine Mountain West reached a site three miles up
Patterson and half a mile below the mouth of Bennetts
Branch, a foreman named Gillreath was asked to name
the new station there. He suggested that “dale” be
added to the name of his son Nevel, but for some rea-
son it became Nevisdale.6

The post office of this name was established on March
19, 1917 with John Coins, postmaster, and was sus-
pended on December 31, 1990 after the death of its
then postmaster J.B.
Perkins.

In late 1908 the Long
Branch Spur of Pine
Mountain West reached
a site 0.6 miles up that
Patterson branch, three
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miles south of Nevisdale. The station and the post of-
fice established there on November 27, 1908 (with Allie
McElroy, postmaster) and the Mahan-Jellico company
camp that grew up there after local mines were opened
two years later, were named for Amelia Packard, a
Brooklyn, New York-born Williamsburg school teacher.
The town of Packard, with a peak population in the
1920s of nearly 800, failed to survive the depletion of
the area’s coal resources. All the residents moved away
when the mines and the post office closed in 1946.

POST OFFICES IN THE CLEAR FORK WATERSHED

The twenty mile long Clear Fork River heads near
Fonde, in southwestern Bell County, extends through
Claiborne and Campbell Counties, Tennessee, enters
Whitley a mile east of Jellico, and joins the Cumberland
River one mile above Williamsburg. Its clear, pure water
gave it its name before 1800, but by the turn of the
twentieth century coal mining had made it anything
but.

On the west side of Clear Fork, probably just below
the mouth of Elk Creek, on the road that’s now US25W,
the first of the seventeen Whitley County offices in
this watershed was established on May 22, 1832.
Through July 1863 William, James F., and Simon
Snyder operated the Clear Fork office.

The short-lived (December 19, 1851 to March 26, 1858)
and unrecalled Spring Rock post office may have
been in the Clear Fork valley because its only post-
master Samuel Beams had acquired fifty acres there
in 1853. That’s all that’s known of it or him.

The village of Pleasant View, named either for its
view of the nearby hills or the view of this site north
from the mouth of Wolf Creek,
1 ½  miles above, is centered
at the junction of US 25W and
Ky 628, just east of 1-75, and
five miles above (south of)
Williamsburg. Its post office
was established on November
13, 1870 by Robert Boone Bird
who had represented the county in the Kentucky leg-

islature (1867-69). By the early 1880s the village had
a sawmill and a station on the L&N’s Knoxville Branch
(later the Knoxville and Atlanta Division) between
Williamsburg and Jellico, and by 1890 was shipping
the coal of several area mines. In 1965 the post office
became a CPO which only recently closed.

On June 22, 1883 Francis M. Bryant established the
Huddleston post office 3 ½ miles above Pleasant
View and 1 ½ miles below (north of) the mouth of
(upper) Cane Creek.7 This was probably named for
the family of Elijah and Rebecca Huddleston. It closed
in early 1889.

On June 6, 1889 this office was reopened by local
storekeeper Henry L. Manning half a mile above, but
as Saxton, the name applied to the nearby rail station
in 1883. Unless this name was brought in by the rail-
road, it may have honored descendants of Upper
Cumberland pioneer settlers William (1745-1838) and
Leah Saxson. By 1890 the station was shipping coal
from area mines. From 1905 to 1909 the Jellico Min-
ing Company had a local camp. Here also was a switch-
ing station for runs to Jellico, three miles south. The
post office became a rural branch in 1964 and closed
for good in 1972.

The Jellico Mountain Coal camp of Kensee was near
the head of Pigeon Roost Creek, 1.75 miles up a spur
from the L&N’s Kensee Station, two miles south of
Saxton. It and its post office,”
established on June 26, 1884, with
James W. Fox, postmaster, were
probably named for their being 1
½  miles from the Tennessee line.
The local mines, in operation from
this time, were once owned by the
Duponts. By 1895 the camp had some 600 residents.
In mid October 1917 the office closed and only some
homes now remain at the site.

At the site of what’s now but a residential settlement
just east of 1-75, US 25W, and the Clear Fork River,
midway between Saxton and Pleasant View, some
Welsh coal developers opened a mine in the early 1890s
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cupying several vicinity sites it closed in 1964. Why it
was named, assuming it was, for the western Alps
region, or else for the famed London Theater, is not
known.

In an area less than a mile east of the Clear Fork and
about a mile north of the Tennessee line, that may have
been settled before 1800, Francis Faulkner is said to
have maintained a store, mill, and some other busi-
nesses. So important was he that his neighbors called
him “Boss” Faulkner. The local community soon got
to be known as Bosstown or, more precisely, Bos-
ton (probably in allusion to other places of this name.)8

By the time its post office was established, on July 6,
1855, Boston was already in use in Nelson County so
postmaster-designate James Faulkner named his Whit-
ley office Lot, allegedly for its fertile and level setting,
reminiscent of the Biblical Plains of Lot. The town
was incorporated as Lot on April 27, 1880, but the
Boston name continued to be applied to the locality
as late as 1909 and yet survives in that of the local
church and a nearby hill and school. Sometime before
1913 an LAN spur line, the Jellico-Lot Cutoff, was
extended two miles east flout its Jellico station to this
site. The Lot post office closed in July 1917.

The short-lived (August 5, 1858 to September 20, 1859)
and probably aptly named Pine Tree post office is
otherwise unknown. One may wonder if it was on the
Laurel Fork of Clear Fork since its only postmaster
John Lambdin then owned land in this valley.

Through Whitley and neighboring Bell County flows
the Laurel Fork which joins the Clear Fork River two
miles within Campbell County, Tennessee. In its val-
ley were two other Whitley post offices. One was Pearl
which was established in Bell County On June 17, 1907

and named their camp Mountain Ash for their home-
town in Wales. The local post office operated in this
name between July 28, 1892 (with Enoch Griffith, the
first postmaster) and 1967.

Another proposed Bristow post office would have
opened in 1900 on the L&N’s Knoxville line between
Saxton and Lot, three fourths of a mile east of the
Clear Fork. But it operated as Zenith from February
26, 1901 to mid May 1904, with Sarah Florence Lawson,
its only postmaster. Its name also remains underived.

Sometime in the late nineteenth century George Wash-
ington Sproul, a surveyor for the Wilton Coal Com-
pany, acquired some land that may have been called
Diode. (for the electronic devices?) and, earlier, Hogs
Jowl (?), and deeded a right-of-way through it to the
L&N. On May 29, 1902 Isaac C. Sproule (sic) estab-
lished a post office here to
serve, by then, a thickly
populated neighborhood
and called it Emlyn, pos-
sibly for Emelias Sproul
(nee August 1870), wife of
George’s son Henry. This
office continues to serve
a residential community
between US 25W and the
Clear Fork, 3 ½  miles
south of Williamsburg.

Just west of the Clear
Fork and half a mile south
of the Cumberland River
was Savoy Station, the
junction of the LAN’s Pine Mountain West line and its
Knoxville Division. On December 12, 1908 the Savoy
[suh/voy] post office, with Minette Gaylor, its first post-

master, was es-
tablished to serve
the station and a
village of some
one hundred resi-
dents, 1 ½  miles
below (north of)
Emlyn. After oc-
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From January 4, 1907 through 1908 James M. Rountree
(1856-1920) operated the Rountree post office at his
family’s store around five miles up Little Wolf Creek
(called Jackson Fork of Wolf Creek on late nineteenth
century maps) from the Clear Fork River. This was
probably in the vicinity of the old Middle Fork School
and New Zion Church.

POST OFFICES ON THE CUMBERLAND RIVER’S WATTS

CREEK

The thirteen mile long Watts Creek, paralleled by Ky
26 and the L&N’s Knoxville line, extends from a point
two miles southwest of Woodbine, southwest and south
to the river, half a mile below (north of) the Highland
Park section of Williamsburg. The stream was called
Indian Creek by Dr. Walker (1750). The Watts name
probably honored Capt. John Watts, a Revolutionary
War veteran from Virginia who patented lands in there
in 1783-84. The Watts valley, first settled around 1788,
was served by nine post offices.

The Watts valley’s first settle-
ment was by a large spring
some five miles up from the
river. Sometime in the early
nineteenth century it came into
the possession of the Charles
Rockhold family and soon cen-
tered on son Thomas’
Rockhold’s Store. On July 18, 1838 Thomas estab-
lished the Rockhold’s post office.10 By the 1870s the
office was serving a town with several mills and fac-
tories, stores, a school, at least three churches, and a
number of other businesses. With the coming of the
L&N in 1882 it also became an important shipping
point for area coal production which its presence en-
couraged. In 1894 the apostrophe was dropped from
the name of the post office which still serves a village
centered on the junction of Ky 26 and 511, seven miles
nne of Williamsburg.

The stream itself gave name to the Watts Creek post
office which operated at some as yet undetermined
location in its valley between August 13, 1862 and late
December 1866. Preston C. Berry, its only postmas-
ter, is known to have acquired land somewhere on the
stream in 1839 and 1854.

Some 4 ½  miles south of Rockholds the L&N opened
the Mahan Station  [may/haen or maen) on land
owned by this Whitley County family.11 In anticipa-
tion, a post office was established on June 15, 1881
about a mile north and was called Minnie by its only
postmaster Thomas Hershal Early. It closed in De-

and named for first postmas-
ter James L. Fletcher’s ten
year old daughter who later
married Wren Thacker and
lived in that vicinity till she
died in 1967. On February
18, 1924 the office was
moved just over the Whit-

ley County line where, in 1968, it became a rural branch
of Bell County’s Frakes post office, 1 ½  miles north-
east.9

A little over a mile up a branch of Laurel Fork, less
than a mile from the Tennessee line, Albert F.
Kishpaugh applied for a Laurel Fork post office only
to name it instead for his neighbor Albert J. Wilkerson
(ne 1843.) It opened on May 11, 1900. On March 27,
1901 Wilkerson himself took over the office and ran it
till it closed in 1911.

Redash, named for a coal term and/or the trees, was
the post office which, from August 3, 1887 through
July 1927, served the Proctor Coal Company mines
and camp up the Proctor Hollow of Indian Creek, a
branch of the Clear Fork’s Elk Creek tributary. The
mines, which had opened by 1885, half a mile from the
Tennessee line, were soon reached by the three mile
long Proctor Coal Company spur from Jellico, Ten-
nessee. Joseph M. Wilson was the first postmaster.
Though the camp’s population peaked at 1,200 in 1905,
only a few homes survived the Second World War.

To serve the coal mines in the upper end of Clear Fork’s
Cane Creek, in or near its Bird(s)eye Hollow, Joseph
Mortimore Wilson, the first Redash postmaster,
opened the Halsey post office on December 10, 1892.
This was named for E.H.
Halsey, Vice-President and
Secretary of the Whitley Coal
Company which operated
one of the local mines. In Sep-
tember of the following year
the five mile long Jellico
Birdeye and Northern Rail-
way was built to Halsey from Keswick on the L&N’s
Knoxville line to bring out the coal from the Jellico and
Birdseye Coal Company mines. The spur was con-
veyed to the L&N in July 1902 and was thenceforth
known simply as the Halsey Branch. By 1910 the post
office and rail line were serving six vicinity coal. camps,
including the Halsey Red Ash Coal Company’s. But in
mid August 1912 the post office closed and, in 1914,
the rail line was all but abandoned. Nothing is there
now.
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known as “tides” or “tidal waves”. In 1895 the name
became Tidalwave, and in 1924 the office moved to
Carrs Fork of Watts, 3 ½  miles northwest of
Rockholds, where it closed in 1935.

Less than a mile west of
Blakes Creek, about where
the present US 25W and 1-
75 cross (four miles north
of Williamsburg), store-
keeper Buck Bowling ap-
plied for a post office he
named Goldbug. It’s said
that this name honored
Democrats who supported the gold standard by voting
Republican in the presidential election of 1896.13 The
office opened on August 11, 1896 with John Ballard,
its first postmaster, and closed in 1964.

Benjamin Franklin Harp sought to establish a post of-
fice in the Buffalo (Church) community on (the
present) Ky 5,11, less than one mile east of Blakes

Creek, and eight
miles north of
Williamsburg (via
the present 1-75,
half a mile east.)
Harp, in use by a
Franklin County of-
fice, and Buffalo,
then applied to a

LaRue County office, gave way to the naming of this
office, which opened on May 14, 1902, as Walden.
After Benjamin Franklin Walden (ne August 1836) and
his wife Mima came here from Elk Valley, Tennessee
in 1882 and built their family home, their neighbors
began calling that vicinity Walden’s Place. The post
office was discontinued in 1982, the store having al-
ready closed, and only the church remains.

POST OFFICES ON THE CUMBERLAND RIVER’S YOUNG

CREEK

Youngs Creek heads in the White Oak Neighborhood,
just south of the junction of US 25W and Ky 90, and
extends for about 71/2 miles south to the river at the
Redbird post office’s second site. The stream was
called Rocky Creek in Walker’s Journal for the many
rocks in its bed, but was later renamed for a pioneer
family. Three post offices, including Redbird at its
mouth, served resident families. Another, the Youngs
Creek post office itself, may have originally been on
this stream but then was moved to the Bark Camp
watershed (where we’ll consider it, below).

cember 1884. On February 6, 1885, back near the
Mahan site, probably just above the mouth of Browns
Creek (and west of the present Gatliff State Fish
Hatchery), Robert Monhollen re-established the post
office as the equally inexplicable Laso, but this too
soon closed, in early March 1895.12

The next office to serve this area and its several coal
mines and camps (including Watts Creek Jellico and
Jewel Jellico) was established on April 27, 1900 as
Wofford [wahf/uhrd), possibly for an area family of
whom nothing is known. First postmaster John Henry
Bryant’s preferred name b was then in use in Carter
County. By 1921 the L&N’s area station was Wofford
and, with the post office, was four miles south of
Rockholds and five miles north of Williamsburg. The
post office became a Williamsburg branch in 1966 and
closed for good in 1973.

Another Watts Creek post office, a mile north of
Wofford, was established on September 1, 1906 by
John M. Parham to serve the Campbell Coal Mining
Company at Hoffman, a camp with some 300 resi-
dents. (The camp or, perhaps, some close by commu-
nity may also have been known as Bulow for in his
initial Site Location Report Perham first proposed this
name for his office for it would serve that locality.)
Anyway, this office, as Coalmont, closed in Decem-
ber 1912 and its papers were sent to Wofford.

Somewhere on the five mile long Browns Creek
which joins Watts south of the fish hatchery, was the
short-lived Browns Creek post office. It was estab-
lished on January 23, 1874 by George M. Adams and
maintained by Reuben Faulkner and Eli Marlow only
till mid October. It was re-established on September
28, 1883 as Falkner, an obvious error for the local
Faulkner family, with Isaac Jones its only postmaster,
but it too lasted only a few months, till January 25,
1884.

Brummetts Station on the L&N and Watts Creek,
two miles north of Rockholds, had a post office in this
name from August 17, 1887 till, on March 19, 1903, it
became simply Brummett, and closed in mid October
1906. Henry L. Brunmett (ne ca. 1840), the local store-
keeper, was the first of its two postmasters.

On April 12, 1878  T. Foley
established the post office of
Tidal Wave somewhere on
Blakes Fork of Watts. It’s as-
sumed by county historians
that the name recalls an early
flood for such were often
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There’s nothing to the popular notion that it was a cor-
ruption of Jericho.15 By the mid nineteenth century
the Jellico name had been applied to the Jellico Moun-
tain which flanks the stream on the east and, later, to
its northern extension the Bon Jellico.16

In the late 1870s a seam of slow burning coal with a
low ash content was discovered in the Jellico Moun-
tain and given that name. Its development was as-
sured by the arrival of the IAN and the Southern Rail-
way through that section leading to Whitley County’s
being Kentucky’s second leading coal producing county
in the 1890s.

The best known application of Jellico was to the rail
center on the Tennessee line. A settlement at this site
as early as 1795 eventually had its own post office,
established on October 29, 1878 by Thomas M. Smith
as Smithburgh. It was renamed Jellico for the coal
seam and the mountains on August 6, 1883 by the East
Tennessee, Virginia, and Georgia Railroad Company
which completed a line here from Caryville, Tennes-
see in the winter of 1882-83. In 1884-85 the line was
acquired by the Southern Railway. The town was in-
corporated as Jellico on March 7, 1885.17

The first of the nine post offices in the Jellico Creek
valleys was probably Jellico (not the Smithburgh-
Jellico office), which was established on May 18, 1832
with Gordon Gilbreath, postmaster, and discontinued
in mid July 1846. Nothing, including its precise loca-
tion on the creek, is known about it.

The second post office
named for the stream was
established on March 9,
1894, with Milton L. White,
postmaster, as Jellicocreek
(following the Post Office
Department’s recent policy
mandating one word names).
In June 1895 new postmaster Henry N. Creekmore
moved it one fourth of a mile east to serve his store
and several mills and other businesses. Here, prob-
ably at the junction of (the present) Ky 92 and 1898,
on the west side of the creek, it remained till July 1934
when it was moved 21/2 miles east to a site one mile
up the Paint Creek of Jellico and Ky 92, at the south
end of Rose Ridge, and seven miles southwest of
Williamsburg. From 1952 till it closed in 1955 the of-
fice was Jellico Creek.

According to
storekeeper Elijah
Wilder’s Site loca-
tion Report, a post
office to be called
Whitley to serve
his store, a flour
mill, and 150 resi-
dents, would be established half a mile west of Youngs
Creek and seven miles north of Williamsburg. Instead
it opened, on April 26, 1895, with Wilder its first post-
master, as Clio [kleye/oh]. Whence Clio is not known.
References to an earlier Clio post office near
Alexander’s Chapel off Ky 90, near the Pulaski Wayne
County line, is questionable since that office name is
said to have been pronounced klee/oh.14 In 1934 Luther
G. Fuson became postmaster and moved the office to
a site where (the present) US 25W crosses Ky 204,
about one mile east. Here, 2 ½  miles north of Goldbug,
it closed in 1952.

The Shiner post office [sha:n/uhr] which William Tram-
mel operated between July 19, 1910 and December
16, 1912, served a school and church about a mile east
of Youngs Creek and 21/2 miles north of Clio. Con-
gressman Siler once supposed a Biblical name deriva-
tion, probably the Plain of Sinar, the highly fertile fore-
runner of Chaldea and Babylonia that the Sumerians
developed into a great civilization some 6,000 years
ago [Gen. 9, 11:2, 14:1]. But there’s no evidence for
this. The school is long gone, while the church sur-
vived a move one fourth of a mile west on the road to
US 25W.

POST OFFICES ON THE CUMBERLAND RIVER’S

JELLICO CREEK

The forty mile long Jellico Creek heads in Scott County,
Tennessee and drains southeastern McCreary County
before it enters Whitley where, for twenty four miles,
it drains the western section of this county till it joins
the river below Williamsburg. The name appears in
records as Gelico River as early as 1812, while a Ten-
nessee map of the 1830s shows it clearly as
Angelicarner. It is pretty much accepted now that it
was named for the angelica root that grew profusely
in this region and was used in early perfumes, to fla-
vor alcoholic beverages, and as a cure and preventive
for a number of contagious diseases. An even earlier
use, its potential to ward off evil spirits, may have given
it its name.
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was moved nearly 11/2 miles up Jellico (and Rte. 1898)
to the mouth of Rose Branch, 31/2 miles north of the
Tennessee line, where it closed in 1955.

According to its first post-
master Harvey Parker, the
Parkers post office , estab-
lished on March 9, 1910, was
two miles east of Jellico
Creek and five miles south
of Meadorsville. Though he
didn’t say this on his Site
Location Report and no map
showing its location is available, it’s believed to have
been on Becks Creek, a 3 ½  long east-side branch of
Jellico, that heads in Mount Morgan, just west of
Williamsburg. On the death of Harvey’s successor
Henderson Parker in the winter of 1927-28, the new
postmaster Henry C. Harmon moved the office 1 ¼
miles east to a point in the Becks valley, five miles
west of Williamsburg and three miles northwest of Bon
Jellico. Henderson’s widow is said to have refused to
allow the post office to remain in her store. It closed in
1935. (The Williamsburg topographic map of 1952
shows a Parkers Town School half a mile below the
Beck’s Creek head.)

Then there are
the Duck and
Bouty post of-
fices, some five
miles up Jellico
from the river,
and three miles
west of
Parker’s first

site. Duck, operated by Hilyard A. Taylor from May
6, 1910 through October 1920, probably referred to
nearby Duck Run (see below). On December 7, 1926
the post office was re-established with Mrs. Mary
Jones, postmaster, whose preference for Duck to serve
the settlement still called that, gave way to Bouty.
Why Bouty has never been learned. The office, some
nine miles west of Williamsburg, was discontinued in
1951 and nothing marks the site now.

POST OFFICES IN THE LAUREL RIVER VALLEYS

The main channel of the Laurel River heads near Bush
in eastern Laurel County and joins the Cumberland
River at the Laurel-Whitley-McCreary Counties con-
vergence. The Laurel Whitley County line extends along
it for some twenty one miles. It was named for the
thick growth of mountain laurel. or rhododendron

The possibility that Gilbreath’s Jellico post office was
the forerunner of the Wild Cat post office is based on
the fact that Jellico’s second postmaster Solomon
Stephens, Jr. was also a sometime Wild Cat post-
master.

Anyway, Wild Cat was established on February 17,
1848, with W.C. Campbell, postmaster, and closed in
September 1849. It was re-established on June 3, 1852
by Stephens and continued to operate, though inter-
mittently, through October 1896.
Its precise location before 1887
is not known. By 1866, however,
the office was serving Levi J.
Steely’s general store (and the
Locality was later also known
as Steely’s Store, with a school
and church.) Levi J. operated
the Wild Cat post office from November 6, 1866
through June 1869 when it closed, and again from April
1871 till January 1877 when Sally Steely, another store-
keeper, operated it till 1884. By 1887 the office may
have been about half a mile up Paint Creek and was
serving a locality (with a couple of stores) also known
as Blome.

Fritz is a little recalled post office whose several lo-
cations between June 20, 1882 and mid October 1902
seem widely dispersed in the upper Jellico valley. Ac-
cording to N.A. Richardson’s Site Location Report,
proposed names for it were Jellico and Wolf Creek
and it would serve the Head of Wolf locality. This
suggests a site somewhere in or on a flank of the Jellico
Mountain between the Jellico and Wolf Creek valleys.
By 1889, though, it was serving two stores and a shop
on Jellico Creek, five miles west of Wild Cat, and by
1895 it was on the north side of Paint Creek, near the
latter’s Jellico confluence and nine miles west of
Williamsburg.

Just east of Capuchine Creek, a branch of Jellico that
heads in Scott County, Tennessee and serves for a
mile as the Whitley-McCreary Counties line, was the
Angel post office. From March 28, 1892 through May
1914 Lewis Angel (ne September 1824) and his son
Lewis M. (ne April 1864) operated this office just north
of the Tennessee border. Angel forebears and descen-
dants long lived in both states.

The John and Mahala Ayers family were another to
give its name to a Whitley post office. On April 12,
1892 Joseph M. Meadors established the Ayers post
office on the road (now Rte. 1898) overlooking the
mouth of Ryans Creek of Jellico.19 In 1928 the office
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poorwill and White Oak Creeks. After several vicinity
moves (including a stay at the mouth of White Oak
from 1933 to 1946) it ended up nearly where it began,
serving the Galilean Childrens Home, where it closed
in 1951.

Sometime before 1822 a Mr. Gray built a sawmill on
the Laurel River, about a mile above (northeast of) the
mouth of Parks Branch. He later sold it to a Mr. Barton,
and as Bartons Mill it provided lumber for the con-
struction of some of the oldest homes in Corbin, two
miles east. On
April 14, 1902 a
post office was
e s t a b l i s h e d
here, with Flo-
rence Chesnut,
the first post-
master, but it
was called, for simplicity, simply Barton. In 1916 the
office was moved two miles south to serve the cross-
roads community of Steele’s Chapel (or
Scuffletown), at the head of Parks, where it closed in
1934.

POST OFFICES ON SPRUCE CREEK OF LAUREL

Spruce Creek, named for the trees growing on its banks,
extends for about nine miles north to the Laurel River,
1 ½ miles up from the latter’s Cumberland confluence.

The first of its four post offices was Spruceburgh
whose several sites were actually on the six mile long
Little Spruce Creek which joins the main creek from
the southeast some two miles above the latter’s Lau-
rel River confluence. It was established to serve two
local stores six miles from the confluence on August
8, 1884 by Nathan Buchanan whose first proposed
names were Sweet Gum and Ward Farm. On Octo-
ber 15, 1892 the terminal “h” was dropped from its
name, and two weeks later the office was moved one
mile northwest to a site near the Bobtown School, four
miles south of the river and three miles west of the
Barton post office. After another move in 1919 it closed
in mid July 1924.

The mouth of the main Spruce Creek was briefly served
(September 3, 1891 to August 4, 1892) by Lewis
Kelsey’s post office. His first proposed names Eu-
reka (in use in Lyon County) and Hilber (?) were
replaced by the equally unexplained Ziza.

On September 17, 1906 storekeeper A.B. Johnson
established the Deering post office to serve the Mar-
tin Springs locality, half a mile west of Spruce Creek,

shrubs found on its banks by early visitors. When the
name was first applied is not known but it did identify
the stream on an 1820s map. Fifteen post offices served
the Laurel River and its Whitley branches.

The aptly named and short-lived Mouth of Laurel
post office (January 15, 1839 to August 18, 1840), with
Samuel G. Hogan, its only postmaster, served a small
settlement that may then have been called Frankfort.20

During and probably after the Civil War a coal mine in
the aptly named Locality of Saltburg (or Salt Shoals)
was on the Laurel County side of the river, below the
mouth of Fall Creek. On the McCreary County side
of the convergence were the Hudson Coal Company
mines. Everything is now just about under the waters
of Lake Cumberland.

The inexplicably named Rye post office was estab-
lished on September 11, 1899 with Susan Karr, its first
postmaster. It was on the river, half a mile below (north-
west of) the mouth of Spruce Creek. By 1909 it was
on the river, half a mile above Spruce. In the following
year it was half a mile south of the river, perhaps at
the site of the relocated Hightop Church. In 1914 John
H. Allen had it moved to a site one mile south of the
river, on High Top Road, where it closed in 1934.

Equally inexplicable was the
name applied to John G.
Rogers’ Legal post office,
established on May 26, 1902
to serve the Fall City local-
ity on the river, one mile
below Spruce Creek. The
locality name referred to the
falls of the Laurel River, and
the office anticipated the siting of a Cumberland Rail-
road station and mining town here that never material-
ized. The office closed in mid May 1913, but the Le-
gal name was applied (by 1941) to the rural neighbor-
hood east of the Frankfort neighborhood.

In 1913 Miss Martha E. Grove, daughter of John and
Obediance Grove, established the Grove City post
office, with the City removed from the name shortly

before it
opened on
September
10. It was
about a mile
south of the
river, on the
ridge be-
tween Whip-
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about where (the present) US 25W and Rte 1193 cross.
It was named either for a family of which nothing is
known or the local sport of deer hunting, popularly re-
ferred to as “Deering”. The office closed in 1933.

Somewhere between the upper end of Blakes Creek
and the head of Spruce was Birch. According to its
only postmaster Thomas F. Tye’s Site Location Re-
ports it was three miles southeast of Deering and two
miles northwest of Tidal Wave (then on Blakes). It
operated between June 18, 1908 and mid-April 1915,
and may have been named for a Whitley County fam-
ily.

The 2 ½ mile long Whitman Branch which joins the
Laurel River less than half a mile from its Cumberland
confluence, was probably named for William Whitman,
an antebellum Laurel valley landowner. To serve the
locality of Beecreek Springs somewhere on that
creek, Pleasant W. Jones established the Whitman
post office on February 19, 1901. Beecreek Springs
was his first name choice. By the end of January 1913
the office had ceased operation.

POST OFFICES ON WHITLEY COUNTY’S LYNN CAMP

CREEK

The fifteen mile long main channel of Lynn Camp
Creek, which drains the southern edge of Laurel
County and separates Knox and Whitley Counties, joins
the Laurel River 1 ½ miles northwest of Corbin. It
may have been named for the camp of pioneer Will-
iam Lynn who arrived at the site of the later Corbin
around 1800 with a party of hunters from Bowling
Green, Virginia. He and/or his party are said to have
gotten lost, and the remains of the old campsite on the
northeast bank of the creek were noted two years later
by a search party which then named the creek.21

John Wells’ short-lived (May 22, 1832 to May 15, 1834)
Wells post office may have been somewhere in the
Whitley County section of the Lynn Camp valley since
a John Wells is know to have acquired 100 acres on
the creek in 1834 and a John (1785-1841) and Mary
Wells are buried in the Skinner Cemetery at Wood-
bine.

According to tradition, Joe Johnson had a cabin about
three miles up Lynn Camp Creek. While he was there
or, more likely, after he was killed by Indians in 1798,
the site became known as (The) Joe Fields. Others
soon moved in and on March 13, 1844 James Wells
established a post office to serve them. Seeking a bet-
ter image for a developing town the post office was
named Woodbine for the climbing vines (sometimes
called Virginia creepers) growing there. Before and
during the Civil War the place is said to have suffered
considerable notoriety as a hideout for a gang of dis-
reputable characters and may have been the site of
one of Kentucky’s earliest race tracks. The post of-
fice closed in mid August 1861 but was re-opened on
October 15, 1873, with Charles Colyer, postmaster, and
still serves the town centered at the junction of Ky 6
and 26, 350 yards from the Knox County line and about
fourteen miles nne of Williamsburg.

Until the ascendancy of Corbin, after the arrival of the
L&N in 1882, Woodbine was the main settlement in
the northern part of the county. Soon the Knoxville
Division tracks were extended three miles up Lynn
Camp and the Woodbine Station began to ship coal,
tanbark, and lumber products from local mills and mines.
The town was even incorporated for a brief time in
the late 1880s.

The third class city of Corbin centers at a point on
US 25W,two miles up Lynn Camp and three miles
below (north of) Woodbine. It lies just east of 1-75
and south of US 23E and is one of the few American
cities lying partially in three counties. For years small
farmsteads in the area were collectively called Lynn
Camp for the stream that divides the Whitley County
section from Knox and Laurel Counties. The site’s
development began in the 1870s when one of its own-
ers George Y. Sears had it laid off for homes and busi-
nesses. Nothing much happened till the arrival of the
L&N which named its local station, in the Whitley
County section, Lynn Camp. However, the post of-
fice, established on July 24, 1883 by storekeeper and
railroad agent James L. Eaton, was named Cummins
for another town site owner Nelson Cummins (1831-
1905) who had helped get the railroad routed through
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there. On January 1, 1885 the post office was renamed
Corbin by Eaton’s successor Stephen J. Watts when
he was informed that Nelson County also had a
Cummins post office.22

The new name honored the highly regarded James
Corbin Floyd, pastor of the local Christian Church. The
station shortly took that name too and soon became
the area’s leading shipping point for its coal while the
town, incorporated as Corbin in 1902, became south-
eastern Kentucky’s key rail center.

Corbin’s development, growth, and decline paralleled
the fortunes of the railroad. The decline in the area’s
coal production and the railroad’s conversion to diesel
locomotion all but ended the town’s dependence on
the L&N, but economic disaster was averted by the
location of new industries and the city’s ultimate de-
velopment as a major trading center for over 70,000
persons in three counties. Corbin’s original city limits
were in Whitley County making it then, as now,
Whitley’s largest community.

For some years, though, the city’s longstanding prob-
lem of space limitations, along with its continuing need
for a stronger industrial base (there was no space within
its limits for the new factories and stores attracted
there) to offset its insufficient tax base, led it to seek
extending its corporate limits. Only in 1970 did it get
the opportunity when the state legislature repealed a
state law precluding a city’s annexation in two or more
counties. Area within Knox and Laurel Counties were
soon taken into Corbin’s limits and its population
doubled.23 By the 1990s Corbin’s industrial base in-
cluded the American Greeting Corporation, NCR Sys-
tems Media, National Standard, a USS Steel plant, and
Tri-County Manufacturing and Assemblies, along with
the L&N (now CSX)’s diesel maintenance facility. The
city’s 2002 population was 7,855 (with three fourths
of it in the Whitley County section.)24

From June 2, 1913 through January 1928 a separate
post office called South Corbin was operated by
Pinckney C. Jenkins and Ethel Skinner to serve the
area immediately south of then Corbin but is now a
part of the city. Jenkins first proposed name was Car-

rel (source unknown)
and, according to an
early Site Location Re-
port, it may actually
have been called this
for a brief time in its
first year.25

According to early re-
ports it was half a mile west of Lynn Camp Creek, 11/
2 miles south of (then) Corbin post office, 200 feet
west of the L&N tracks, and a little less than two
miles north of Woodbine.

West Corbin, now also a part of the city, was served
(from June 9, 1922 to 1951) by a post office called
Otas [oht/uhs]. This was three fourths of a mile south
of Lynn Camp Creek and the same distance from the
Laurel River and the Laurel County line. It was prob-
ably on (the present) Ky 312, just east of 1-75 and 14
miles west of the Corbin post office. Charles G. Brewer
submitted its application and Henry Johnson was its
first postmaster. Whence Otas is also not known.

North Corbin, that area in Laurel County east of the
railroad tracks and northeast of Lynn Camp Creek
(south of US 25W and crossed by US 25E), may have
been served by Laurel County’s short-lived Carroll
post office (see footnote 24).

OTHER WHITLEY COUNTY POST OFFICES

A mid nineteenth century sawmill and a camp for tan-
bark gatherers supplying area tanneries provided the
name for Bark Camp Mills which may have been
on or just east of the Cumberland River. Its post of-
fice, with Sarah P. Skinner, its first postmaster, was
established on December 14, 1858. By the 1870s it
was also serving several area stores somewhere on
or near the river, but by 1892 it had been moved to a
point 11/2 miles east of the river, onto the road that
later became Rte. 1277 and is now 1193. Mills was
dropped from its name when the office moved in 1931
over a mile south to a point at the head of the Laurel
River’s Whippoorwill Creek, one mile north of Bark
Camp Creek and three miles northwest of the Youngs
Creek post office. In the 1930s it may have closed but
was reopened in 1941 again as Bark Camp (instead
of postmaster Arthur Young’s preferred Bee Creek.)
It closed for good in 1974.

One can only assume that the first site of the Youngs
Creek post office, established on July 14, 1864 with
John Ryan, postmaster, was at or near the head of the
stream for which it was named. But by the early 1880s,
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Somewhere near Bunches Creek of the Cumberland
River, 2 ½ miles east of the latter, John H. Stephens
and James Richmond ran the Lost Fork  post office
between June 30, 1892 and mid May 1899. Nothing
else is known of it or its name.

On the very day the Lost Fork post office was es-
tablished, Gabe McKee opened an office a mile east
of the river, 1 ½ miles north of Buzzard Creek, and 4
½ miles southwest of Lost Fork and called it Sand
Branch. By 1894, according to James M. Hayden’s
Site Location Report. it was Sandbranch, and was
three miles from the river, half a mile from Sanders
Creek, and seven miles west of Williamsburg. It closed
on March 30, 1901. A stream with this name has not
been found.

From October 28, 1891 to late January 1893 Thomas
Owens operated the Alsile [awl/sa:l] post office be-
tween Jones Peak and Grassy Mountain, two miles
east of Jellico Creek and six miles southwest of
Williamsburg. An attempt by Henderson Parker in
March 1905 to re-established it was not successful.
Parker was later to operate the Parkers post office
two air miles northeast. The Alsile name, now borne
by a church and cemetery and the road on which
they’re located, has also not been derived.

On May 31, 1902 Joseph W. Perkins, a Methodist
preacher, cane mill operator, and storekeeper estab-
lished a post office some 5 miles up the 6 ½  mile
Maple Creek and named it for his family, descendants
of Whitley pioneer Solomon Perkins. Wife Cordelia
succeeded him in 1908 and the office closed in 1933.

A n o t h e r
n e a r l y
un reca l l ed
post office
Krupp may
have been at
the head of
t h e
Cumberland’s
White Oak Creek, possibly in the vicinity of the Pine
Grove Church, eight miles northwest of Williamsburg.
It was established on February 23, 1911 by M. Frank
Carr and may have been named for a family of his
acquaintance. It closed in 1948.

A coal town 2 ½  miles up the Cumberland River’s
Brier Creek and (the present) Ky 92, and 2 ½ miles
southwest of Williamsburg, was opened in 1911 by
some Knoxville, Tennessee men doing business as the
Bon Jellico Coal Company. The name may have been

according to
then contempo-
rary maps, it
was on the road
(now Rte. 1193)
that parallels
Bark Camp
Creek on the north and east, serving several stores
and at least four area mills. In 1898, though, it was
moved one mile to Bark Camp Creek, one mile nnw
of the head of Youngs Creek, and three fourths of a
mile northwest of (the present) US 25W. Here it closed
in 1956.

Two post offices—Sumner and the short-lived
Hypo—served the 3 ½  mile long Archers Creek which
joins the Cumberland River from the north, 14 miles
below (west of) the mouth of Jellico. Sumner, named
for a family that had settled on this stream in the 1850s,
was about a mile up from the river when it was estab-
lished on April 1, 1891. First postmaster Mark Sumner’s
preferred name New Hope was then in use in Nelson
County. J.H. Sumner then had one of the community’s
two stores. When it closed in 1948 the office was three
fourths of a mile east of the creek.

Hypo, half a mile north of Archer’s right fork (and
near the head of White Oak Creek, another northside
Cumberland tributary) served a small settlement at the
Morton School. Sole postmaster William M. Early’s
first proposed name Morton was replaced by the
unexplained Hypo, and the office operated between
June 15, 1931 and 1935.

Named for the
two mile long tribu-
tary of Marsh
Creek, a
Cumberland River
branch wholly
within McCreary
County, that heads
barely within

Whitley County, was the Duckrun post office.26 It
was established as Duck Run on December 23, 1891,
with Leonard S. Martin, postmaster, but became
Duckrun in 1895. It occupied several proximate sites
at the head of the run, from one half to one mile from
the McCreary County line. When it closed in 1954 it
was at the junction of Ky 478 and 679.
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inspired by their high aspirations for the quality of the
coal they hoped to mine there. The town was called
simply Bon but its post office, established on January
8, 1915, with Richard Stanton Forman, postmaster, was
called Bon Jellico. To this site came the L&N’s three
mile long Brier Creek Spur. Coal operations ceased in
the late summer of 1937. The post office closed and
the town’s buildings were dismantled and sold to resi-
dents who were required to remove them from com-
pany property. By 1939 the vicinity was all but aban-
doned.

CONCLUSION

Six of Whitley County’s ninety four operating post of-
fices survive. Two still serve the incorporated cities of
Corbin and Williamsburg. The others serve the com-
munities of Emlyn, Rockholds, Siler and Woodbine. At
least thirty one other offices were also the centers of
viable communities.

Thirty nine offices were named for local or area per-
sons/families and one (Williamsburg) was named for
the well known Kentuckian for whom the county was
named. Two offices were named for distant places
and seventeen were given the names of local or nearby
features (twelve streams, three mills, a rail station, and
a ferry.) Eight post offices had descriptive, geographic,
or locative names. Three were named for local eco-
nomic activities. Two had more than one derivation.
Four had other derivations (the lines of a song, the
proximity of two states, a Biblical allusion, and a politi-
cal term.) Eighteen names are still underived, and thir-
teen offices have still not been precisely located.

Twenty two names were not the first proposed for
them; twenty three served communities, neighborhoods,
rail stations, or mining camps with other names; five
had name changes.

There is no record of operation for three established
post offices. Vance, probably named for a family, was
established on April 18, 1891, with James Main, post-
master, and is listed in postal records as discontinued
on May 5, 1893. However, no papers were transferred
to any other office suggesting that it never actually
operated. The same is true of the Wolf post office,

established on May 11, 1900, with Enoch M. Robinson
and M. Stephens listed as its postmasters. It was dis-
continued on August 2, 1900. Thomas Hickory’s au-
thorization for a Gomes post office, issued on De-
cember 23, 1897 was rescinded on August 1, 1898.
None of these have been located.

ENDNOTES

1. The sixty seven foot long and 150 foot wide Cumberland Falls,
the largest east of the Rockies and south of Niagara (with which it
has often been compared), is shared with neighboring McCreary
County and has been one of southeastern Kentucky’s major tour-
ist attractions since the late nineteenth century. The Laurel River
Lake, shared with Laurel County, is a 5,600 acre pool created with
the river’s impoundment by the U.S. Corps of Engineers in 1977.

2. This was some four miles up the river’s east side branch of
Buzzard Creek which is said to have been named at least by 1880
for a cavity near the top of an outstanding rock at its head where
buzzards raised their young. (According to Joshua P. Sharp, a
WPA Packhorse librarian, “History and Natural Studies of Whit-
ley County”. WPA manuscript, 1939.)

3. The Virginia-born (1822) John Dishman came to Barbourville
before the Civil War and was that district’s Commonwealth Attor-
ney. Among his ten children was Silas B. (ne 1856), another
Barbourville attorney.

4. Note that three of the Meadow Creek valley post offices closed
on the same day, August 31, 1917, with their papers sent to the
Rockholds post office.

5. Lee, Faulkner, Rosen, and Evans were among Monhollen’s
name choices for this Evans post office.

6. According to postmaster-storekeeper J.B. Perkins in a letter to
the author, March 14, 1980.

7. Bryant’s first proposed name for his Huddleston post office
was Selena.

8. Though area historian, the late James H. Siler, identified Boss
Faulkner as Francis, some others think it was James, the first
postmaster.

9. Mabel H. Taylor, Henderson Settlement High School, Frakes,
Ky., in a letter to the author, February 24, 1969

10. Charles Rockhold was the county’s first coroner. His son
Thomas was later to represent the county in the state legislature.

11. James Mahan (1755-1839), the family’s Virginia-born pro-
genitor, had settled near Tyes Ferry by 1800. Descendants have
lived in several sections of the county ever since.

12. On November 12, 1895 this office was again re-established, as
Lasso, but John Thomas’ order of appointment was rescinded on
July 15, 1896 so apparently it never re-opened in that name.

13. The term “goldbug” may have been coined as early as Febru-
ary 21, 1878 in The Nation.

14. An item in the 1994 Whitley County history suggests it was
named for a Union Army camp at or near the present Burnside,
Ky. (in Pulaski County) since many Whitley Countians had been
stationed there.
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15. Much of this discussion of Jellico came in letters to the author
(July 8 and August 10, 1986) from James Hayden Siler, a Clear
Fork native and resident of Jellico, Tenn., then living in retirement
in Oak Park, Ill.

16. The mountain range may first have been called Gilico and the
name was locally corrupted over the years to djihl/uh/kee, djihl/
uh/ka, and finally djihl/uh/koh.

17. James H. Siler and George F. Allen in The LaFollette Press,
January 23, 1958.

18. (No footnote).

19. Meador’s first name choice for his Ayers post office was
Groundhog.

20. By 1941 the Frankfort name was still applied to a Whitley
County rural neighborhood east of the counties’ convergence.

21. William was apparently not of the Benjamin-Andrew-William
family of Lynns of central Kentucky. The same story is said to
have accounted for the naming of the Nolin River, only there it
was Benjamin who was lost. William (or his party) is said to have
been found safe back in Virginia. Another possible source of the
name: “Early hunters, said to have camped on its banks, would
protect the meat from their kills by placing it in a pen made by
cutting linn poles (that is, from Linden trees)”. (Robert M. Rennick,
in a manuscript on Laurel County post offices submitted to the
editors of Community  Voices (The People and Places of Laurel
County, Ky.) London: The Sentinel-Echo, and published therein,
2001, P. 213.)

22. Actually, Nelson County’s Cummins, established on Decem-
ber 23, 1881, was renamed Coon Hollow on April 18, 1882, but
apparently not soon enough to avoid the onus of duplication.

23. Louisville Courier-Journal, October 18, 1970, P. B1:5-6

24. In the mid 1920s, opposition from the counties involved led to
the Kentucky General Assembly’s blocking an effort to establish
a new county from parts of Whitley, Knox, Laurel, McCreary, and
Pulaski counties that would have been governed from Corbin and
called Wilson County for the late president.

25. But a Carroll post office did operate, from June 19, 1902 to
July 3, 1903 on the west side of Horse Creek and the LAN tracks
in Laurel County.

26. It’s merely assumed that this stream was named for wild ducks
that would stop there on their way south.
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HACKSBURY (1895-1912) – Woodward
1. CDS 7 Feb 1900 1
2. Doane ty 3 19 Apr 1906 1

HADDON (1902-1906) – Comanche None reported

HAGAR (1895-1908) - Pottawatomie
1. CDS 8 Mar 1900 1

HALIFAX (1903-1904) – Oklahoma None reported

HALL (1891-1906) - Cleveland
1. CDS 17 Jan 1900 1

HALLETT (1905-Date) - Pawnee
1. Doane ty 2 15 Nov 1905 28 Dec 1905 2

HALLREN (1904-1910) - Woodward None reported

HALSMITH (1903-1906) - Harmon
1. MSS 9 May 1903 1

HAMBURG (1900-1929) - Roger MIlls
1. CDS 21 Dec 1902 1

HAMILTON (1902-1906) - Roger Mills None reported

HAMILTON (1907-1910) – Beaver None reported

HAMMON (1894-Date) - Roger Mills
1. Duplex 15 Feb 1900 1
2. CDS 12 Aug 1902 1

HAMPTON (1892-1897) - Osage None reported

HAMPTON (1902-1904) - Custer None reported

HAMTON (1891-1891) - Jackson None reported

HANDLEY (1898-1906) – Lincoln
1.  CDS 20 Feb 1900 1

HARDESTY (1887-Date) - Texas
1. CDS 21 Nov 189? 1

HARDIN (1899-1901) – Kiowa
1. CDS 18 Mar 1900 1

HARDY (1906-1940) – Kay None reported
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HARMON (1906-1979) – Ellis None reported

HAROLD (1906-1907) – Roger Mills None reported

HARPER (1901-1911) - Dewey
1. CDS 31 Mar 1902 10 Nov 1905 2
2. Doane ty 3 18 Sep 1906 1

HARPERVILLE (1894-1900) – Noble
1. CDS 11 Nov 1899 1

HARRAH (1898-Date) - Oklahoma
1. CDS 4 Jan 1902 17 Nov 1904 2
2. Doane ty 2 10 Nov 1905 16 Oct 1906 2

HARRINGTON (1903-1911) - Roger Mills None reported
.

HARRISON (1889-1890) - Canadian None reported

HARRISON (1901-1904) - Kiowa
1. Duplex 1 Jul 1902 5 Feb 1903 2

HARTFORD (1907-1907) - Cimarron None reported

HARTVILLE (1907-1908) – Texas None reported

HARTZELL (1893-1906) - Oklahoma
1. CDS 29 Aug 1898 20 Jul 1901 2

HARVEY (1891-19003) - Lincoln None reported

HASKEW (1902-1921) - Woodward
1. CDS 28 May 1906 1

HASTINGS (1902-Date) - Jefferson
1. CDS 15 Nov 1904? 1

HATCHETT (1903-1907) – Blaine None reported

HAWLEY (1894-1908) - Grant
1. CDS 27 Oct 1899 1

HAYWARD (1903-1963) – Garfield
1. CDS 6 Oct 1906 1

HAZZARD (1902-1905) – Caddo None reported

HEADRICK (1902-Date) – Jackson
1. CDS 4 Jul 1902 26 Nov 190? 2
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HEALY (1904-1908) – Texas
1. Doane ty 2 6 Apr 1905 1

HEASTON (1896-1907) - Canadian
1. CDS 8 Aug 1903 1

HEFNER (1900-1905) – Washita
1. CDS 15 Jul 1902 1

HELENA (1894-Date) - Alfalfa
1. CDS 6 Apr 1899 30 Nov 1900 2

HELSEL (1900-1906) - Cleveland
1. CDS 29 Jun 1901 1

HEMAN (1901-1922) - Woods
1. CDS 25 Mar 1902 31 Oct 1905 2

HEMMER (1894-1894) - Lincoln None reported

HENDERSON (1894-1907) - Cleveland
1. CDS 18 Jun 1898 1

HENNESSEY (HENNESY) (1889-Date) - Kingfisher
1. CDS 17 Nov 1896 10 Jan 189? 2
2. Duplex 7 May 1901 1

HENRY (1896-1905) – Osage
1. CDS 18 Sep 1901 22 Apr 1904 2

HERALD (1898-1902) - Cimarron
1. CDS 23 Dec 1901 1

HERBERT (1893-1894) - Pawnee
1. CDS 25 Feb 1894 1
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HERRON (1891-1900) - Canadian
1. Straight-line ?? ??? 189? 1
2. CDS 7 Dec 1898 1

HESS(1889-1920) – Jackson
1.  CDS 25 Sep 1900 1
2. Doane ty 1 17 Dec 1904 1

HEXT (1901-1902) - Beckham None reported

HIBBS (1903-1909) – Beaver None reported

HICO (1892-1906) – Cleveland
1. CDS 13 Feb 1900 18 Mar 1900 2

HIDALGO (1907-1916) – Cimarron None reported

HIGBEE (1901-1902) – Cleveland None reported

HIGHLAND (1894-1906) - Garfield
1. CDS 20 Feb 1898 1

HIGHT (1904-1906) – Greer None reported

HIGLEY (1901-1913) - Woodward
1. CDS 15 Sep 1902 5 Dec 1904 2

HILLSDALE (1900-Date) - Garfield
1. CDS 4 Aug 1900 27 May 1902 2

HILTON (1896-1904) - Lincoln
1. CDS 12 Sep 1898 17 Oct 1899 2

HINTON (1902-Date) - Caddo
1. CDS 27 Dec 1902 1
2. Duplex 7 Jun 1907 1

HITCHCOCK (1901-Date) - Blaine
1. CDS 15 Jan 1902 1 Oct 1903 2

HITT (1906-1907) - Beaver None reported

HOBART (1901-Date) – Kiowa
1. Duplex 1 Dec 1901 Ovate bar grid 1
2. CDS 18 Jun 1902 1
3. Duplex 9 Dec 1903 Barrel w/number 1

HOBSON (1898-1904) - Custer None reported
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HODGE (1901-1901) - Ellis None reported

HOISINGTON (1892-1895) - Lincoln None reported

HOLLAND (1904-1913) - Beaver None reported

HOLLIS (1901-Date) – Harmon
1. Doane ty 3 22 Aug 1906 17 Jul 1907 2

HOLT (1895-1901) - Major
1. CDS 21 Apr 1899 1

HOME (1891-1892) – Kingfisher None reported

HOMESTEAD (1893-1974) – Blaine
1. MOB 5 Feb 1893 1
2. CDS 30 Apr 1895 1
3. Duplex 15 Aug 1906 1

HOMINY (1891-Date) – Osage
1. CDS 24 Feb 1892 1
2. Doane ty 2 29 Mar 1905 11 Sep 1906 2

HONEYVILLE (1895-1900) – Grant None reported

HOOKER (1902-Date) - Texas
1. Doane ty 2 20 Apr 1904? 1
2. Duplex 13 Jan 1906 1
3. 4-bar 17 Jun 1907 1

HOPETON (1894-Date) – Woods
1. CDS 24 Oct 1899 13 Feb 1900 2

HOPKINS (1900-1902) - Blaine None reported

HORACE (1892-1895) - Lincoln None reported

HORN (1902-1905) – Dewey None reported

HOWARD (1903-1907) – Harper None reported

HOWARD (1907-1909) – Woodward None reported



109   Oklahoma Territorial Postmarks

1 

1 --...... .,...._~ 

1 

2 

/i. 
AP;:; 

21 
1& 99 

'~ 
1 

1 2 _ .. ---

2 _ .. __ .__ 

_ ... __ .,_ 

) 
3 -__ .,_ 1 



Town Postmark Earliest Latest Cancel Census Notes

Helbock 110

HOYLE (1894-1902) - Major
1. MOB 16 Jun 1897 1
2. CDS 14 May 1898 15 Oct 1900 2

HULLEN (1901-1933) – Ccooton
1. CDS 9 Jan 1903 1

HUNT (1904-1908) - Pawnee None reported

HUNTER (1901-Date) - Garfield
1. CDS 16 Jan 1902 4 Sep 1906 2

HUNTVILLE (1892-1903) – Kingfisher
1. CDS 25 Apr 1900 1

HURLEY (1898-1906) – Dewey
1. CDS 28 Jul1900 2 Nov 1904 2

HURLEY (1907-1925) – Cimarron None reported

HURST (1903-1904) - Tillman None reported

HUTCHASON (1892-1892) – Pottawotomie None reported

HYDRO (1901-Date) - Catto
1. CDS 31 Jan 1902 1
2. Duplex 11 Oct 1906 14 Dec 1907* 2 *statehood use

ICONIUM (1895-1918) - Logan
1. Doane ty 1 18 Mar 1904 1

IDA (1895-1904) – Lincoln
1. CDS 10 May 1900 1 1

IDELAH (1889-1891) – Oklahoma None reported

IMI (1902-1902) – Caddo None reported

IMO (1895-1906) - Garfield
1. CDS 27 Aug 1897 7 Apr 1899 2

INDEPENDENCE (1892-1922) – Custer
1. Duplex 13 Nov 1901 12 May 1902 2

INDIAHOMA (1902-Date) - Comanche
1. MSS 25 Jun 1902 1
2. CDS 29 Aug 1904 1

INDIAN (1901-1901) - Roger Mills None reported
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INDIANAPOLIS (1902-1949) – Custer
1. MSS 4 Apr 1902 1
2. CDS 19 Jun 1902 1
3. Doane ty 2 26 Mar 1906 1

INEZ (1898-1901) – Pottawatomie None reported

INGALLS (1890-1907) - Payne
1. CDS 1 Mar 1900 1
2. Duplex 24 Dec 1901 1

INGERSOLL (1901-1942) – Alfalfa
1. CDS 24 Dec 1901 2

INGLETON (1899-1905) - Dewey None reported

INGRAM (1892-1898) - Lincoln
1. CDS 23 Jan 1894 1
2. MOB 12 Feb 1898 1

IOLAND (1892-1922) - Ellis
1. CDS 25 Jan 1902 2
2. Doane ty 2 2 Jun 1906 1

IRENE (1903-1909) – Woods None reported

IRIS (1904-1908) - Harper
1. Doane ty 2 3 Apr 1906 1

IRVING (1892-1894) – Lincoln None reported

ISABELLA (1894-Date) - Major
1. CDS 24 Dec 1901 11 Feb 1904 2

ISADORE (1907-1912) - Tillman None reported
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ISON (1902-1903) – Caddo
1. MSS 24 Feb 1902 1
2. CDS 9 Feb 1903 1

IVA (1905-1907) - Beaver
1. CDS 26 Apr 1905 1

IVANHOE (1887-1891 & 1892-1920) - Beaver
1. CDS 21 Jul 1899 1
2. Doane ty 2 29 Jun 1906 1

IVY (1892-1893) - Pottawatomie None reported

IVY (1895-1900) - Dewey
1. CDS 22 Apr 1900 1

JACKS (1895-1906) - Dewey
1. CDS 19 Oct 1904 1

JACKSON (1890-1890) – Logan None reported

JAMES (1906-1910) - Grant None reported

JARRELL (1903-1906) - Tillman None reported

JAY (1892-1895) - Oklahoma
1. CDS 19 Oct 1904 1

JAY (1901-1901) - Roger Mills None reported

JAY (1903-1905) - Jackson
1. Doane ty 2 17 Nov 1904 1

JEFFERSON (1894-1973) - Grant
1. CDS 9 Aug 1898 6 Dec 1900 2

JENKINS (1898-1905) - Woods
1. CDS 1 Mar 1900 1

JENNIE (1894-1900) – Pottawotomie None reported

JENNINGS (1893-Date) - Pawnee
1. CDS 14 Feb 1900 1
2. Duplex 29 Apr 1901 Ovate bar grid 1
3. Doane ty 2 7 Nov 1904 1
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JESTER (1890-1938) – Greer
1. CDS 20 Sep 1899 25 Apr 1903 2

JET (1894-Date) - Alfalfa
1. CDS 2 Jul 1901 7 Dec 1905 2
2. Doane ty 3 1 May 1906 1

JETMORE (1896-1900) - Garfield None reported

JEWEL (1902-1905) – Caddo
1. CDS 10 Jul 1902 1

JONES (1898-Date) - Oklahoma
1. CDS 15 Apr 1901 13 Dec 1901 2
2. Duplex 23 Apr 1905 1

JONESBOROUGH (1890-1892) - Cleveland None reported

JUDSON (1892-1908) - Blaine
1. CDS 8 Jun 1899 7 Jan 1902 2

JUMPER (1893-1894) - Pottawatomie None reported

JUNCTION (1902-1919) - Comanche
1. MSS ?? ??? 1902 1
2. CDS 29 Apr 1902 1

JURGENSEN (1906-1908) – Cimarron None reported

KAROMA (1894-1904) - Alfalfa
1. CDS 23 Jan 1900 20 Jun 1901 2

KAW (1902-1979) - Kay
1. CDS 26 Jan 1903 1

KAW AGENCY (1897-1902) - Kay
1. Duplex 8 Mar 1901 Ovate bar grid 1

KAY CENTER (1897-1898) - Kay None reported

KEBOLTE (1891-1892) - Lincoln None reported

KEITH (1894-1904) - Alfalfa None reported

KELLY (1900-1910) - Harmon
1. CDS 6 Mar 1902 25 Jun 1902 2

KELTNER (1906-1910) - Texas None reported

KENDRICK (1903-1985) – Lincoln
1. CDS 18 Mar 1903 1
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KENTON (1891-Date) - Cimarron
1. CDS 16 Aug 1899 1
2. Duplex 13 Feb 1902 13 Jul 1904 2

KEOKUK FALLS (1892-1918) – Pottawotomie
1. CDS 11 Apr 1898 23 Feb 1900 2
2. CDS 25 Dec 1900 1 Large letters

KEOTA (1904-1906) - Cimarron None reported

KEYS (1901-1901) - Oklahoma None reported

KEYSTONE (1900-1962) – Pawnee
1. Doane ty 3 14 Sep 1906 1

KIBBY (1901-1920) - Harper
1. Doane ty 2 25 Apr 1905 1

KICKAPOO (1897-1900) - Oklahoma None reported

KIDDER (1902-1905) - Caddo
1. MSS 1 Apr 1902 1

KIEL (1894-1918) - Kingfisher
1. CDS 31 Jan 1899 1
2. Duplex 3 May 1904 Ovate bar grid 1

KILDARE (1893-1978) - Kay
1. Straight-line 19 Jan 1894 1
2. Duplex 8 Sep 1900 7 Mar 1901 2

KIMBALL (1892-1899) – Cimarron None reported

KIMBALL (1903-1909) - Harper None reported

KING (1891-1893) - Pottawotomie
1. CDS 6 Feb 1893 1
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KINGFISHER (1889-Date) - Kingfisher
1. Duplex 11 Sep 1897 9 Feb 1900 Ovate Bar Grid 2
2. Duplex 21 May 1903 Barrel w/1 1
3. Duplex 23 Nov 1906? 1

KINGMAN (1906-1912) - Woods None reported

KINGSLEY (1905-1909) - Harper None reported

KINMAN (1891-1891) - Dewey None reported

KINNEY (1902-1905) - Kiowa None reported

KINNICK (1902-1906) - Tillman None reported

KINTZ (1894-1900) – Woods None reported

KIOGRE (1902-1904) - Kiowa
1. CDS 20 Jul 1902 1

KNICKERBOCKER (1905-1907) – Texas None reported

KNOWLES (1907-Date) - Beaver None reported

KNOWLTON (1901-1904) – Alfalfa None reported

KOKOMO (1888-1891) - Beaver None reported

KOKOMO (1902-1902) - Ellis None reported

KOMALTY (1901-1938) - Kiowa
1. CDS 2 Oct 1907 1

KOREB (1894-1906) - Greer
1. MSS 16 Feb 1897 1

KORN (1896-1918) - Washita
1. CDS 19 Mar 1900 1

KREMLIN (1893-Date) - Garfield
1. CDS 4 Mar 1895 1
2. CDS 30 Nov 1897 27 Feb 1899 3 w/time in dial
3. Duplex 14 Apr 1902 26 Jul 1907 2

KUHN (1906-1912) – Texas None reported

LABELLE (1899-1904) - Woods
1. CDS 6 Mar 1900 21 Feb 1902 2

LACEY (1890-1909) - Kingfisher
1. CDS 30 Jan 1900 4 Sep 1900 2
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LACROSSE (1902-1908) - Caddo None reported

LADESSA (1902-1908) - Greer None reported

LAHOMA (1894-Date) - Garfield
1. CDS ? May 1895 28 Apr 1900 2
2. Duplex 28 jun 1902 11 Feb 1905 Ovate bar grid 2

LAKE (1895-1905) - Woods None reported

LAKEVIEW (1891-1894) - Logan None reported

LAKEVIEW (1896-1905) – Pottawotomie None reported

LAMBDIN (1896-1904) - Lincoln
1. CDS 13 Nov 1901 1

LAMBERT (1901-1952) – Alfalfa
1. CDS 25 Dec 1902 31 Jan 1903 2

LAMONT (1893-Date) - Grant
1. MOB 2 Nov 1893 1
2. CDS 5 Dec 1901 1

LAND (1894-1895) - Osage None reported

LANGSTON (1891-Date) – Logan
1. CDS 21 Nov 1891 1 serif letter date
2. CDS 7 May 1902 1 block letter date

LANSING (1888-1896) - Beaver None reported

LARNED (1902-1906) - Roger Mills None reported

LATHROP (1902-1906) - Woodward None reported

LAVERNE (1898-Date) - Harper
1. CDS 3 Mar 1904 1

LAVROCK (1889-1902) - Texas None reported

LAW (1892-1900) – Lincoln None reported

LAWRENCE (1902-1904) - Kiowa None reported

LAWRIE (1890-1900) - Logan None reported

LAWSON (1894-1903) - Pawnee
1. CDS 2 Feb 1903 11 Feb 1903 2
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LAWTER (1897-1899) - Custer None reported

LAWTON (1901-Date) - Comanche
1. Duplex 19 Aug 1901 26 Mar 1902 2
2. Doremus 1902
3. Doremus 29 Aug 1906 1907 2nd type

LEAL (1902-1910) - Caddo None reported

LEEDEY (1900-Date) - Dewey
1. CDS 14 Nov 1904 1

LEGER (1901-1904) - Jackson
1. Duplex 23 Jun 1902 22 May 1904 1

LELA (1894/1935) – Noble
1. CDS ? Feb 1900 9 Feb 1900 2

LEMON (1892-1894) - Jackson None reported

LEMON (1903-1903) – Caddo None reported

LEMON (1905-1907) - Texas None reported

LENA (1896-1899) - Alfalfa None reported

LENORA (1896-1955) – Dewey
1. CDS 23 Apr 1899 9 Feb 1900 2
2. Duplex 6 Aug 1902 1

LEOTA (1898-1905) - Custer None reported

LEROY (1894-1906) - Pawnee
1. CDS 24 Jan 1899 8 Mar 1899 2
2. Doane ty 1 27 Nov 1903 1
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LESLIE (1894-1903) - Major
1. CDS 22 Jan 1902 1 Aug 1902 2

LETITIA (1903-1917) - Comanche
1. Doane ty 2 6 Apr 1904 1

LETTICE (1904-1904) - Kiowa None reported

LEWISTON (1895-1904) – Lincoln
1. CDS 9 Dec 1899 1

LEXINGTON(1890-Date) - Cleveland
1. CDS 21 Aug 1893 1 serif date letters
2. CDS 18 Jan 1894 8 Oct 1898 2 block date letters

LIBBIE (1902-1905) - Caddo None reported

LIBERTY (1890-1904) - Canadian
1. CDS 16 Jan 1894 22 May 1899 2

LILLIVALE (1894-1903) - Kay None reported

LILLY (1892-1898) - Lincoln
1. CDS 3 Feb 1894 1

LILY (1903-1906) - Ellis None reported

LIMA (1892-1901) - Logan

LINCOLN (1889-1894) – Kingfisher None reported

LINCOLN (1899-1906) – Roger Mills None reported

LINDEN (1893-1906) - Cleveland
1. CDS 28 Jan 1898 8 Mar 1902 2

LINKART (1905-1907) – Texas None reported

LISBON (1903-1903) - Woodward None reported

LITTLEROBE (1902-1909) - Ellis
1. CDS 20 Jan 1904 1

.
LOCK (1891-1906) - Jackson

1. CDS 25 Sep 1898 1 serif date letters
2. CDS 7 Feb 1900 1 block date letters

LOCKHART (1894-1903) - Oklahoma
1. CDS 11 Dec 1894 11 Aug 1896 2
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LOCKRIDGE (1903-1928) - Logan
1. Doane ty 2 8 Feb 1906 1

LOCKWOOD (1887-1917) – Beaver
1. CDS 17 Mar 1898 20 Mar 1898 2

LOEWEN (1904-1905) - Ellis None reported

LOFTUS (1894-1895) - Pottawatomie None reported

LOGAN (1888-Date) - Beaver
1. CDS 12 Feb 1900 7 Oct 1900 2

LONDON (1904-1905) - Beckham None reported

LONEBELL (1903-1910) - Ellis None reported

LONEOAK (1902-1902) – Greer None reported

LONESTAR (1895-1904) – Custer
1. CDS 13 Oct 1902 1

LONETREE (1895-1902) – Alfalfa None reported

LONE WOLF (1901-Date) – Kiowa
1.  CDS 29 Jun 1902 11 Mar 1904 2

LONGDALE (1903-Date) – Blaine
1. Doane ty 2 6 Sep 1906 21 Oct 1906 2

LONGWOOD (1895-1902) – Kay
1. CDS 11 Dec 1901 1

LOOKEBA (1902-Date) - Caddo None reported

LOOKOUT (1901-1974) – Woods
1. CDS 1 Jul 1902 19 Apr 1906 2

LOONEY (1892-1912) - Harmon
1. CDS 11 Jan 1902 24 Oct 1902 2

LORENA (1904-1925) - Beaver
1. Doane ty 2 27 Oct 1904 1

.
LORETTA (1898-1901) - Texas None reported

LOUIS (1891-1925) - Harmon
1. CDS 28 Feb 1900 1
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LOVEL (1893-1902) - Payne
1. CDS 28 Dec 1899 1

LOVELL (1906-1957) – Logan None reported

LOWE (1903-1904) - Lincoln None reported

LUCERNE (1903-1907) - Woods None reported

LUCIEN (1903-Date) - Noble
1. CDS 27 May 1903 1

LUCY (1907-1909) - Harper None reported

LUELLA (1894-1902) – Garfield
1. CDS 31 Oct 1901 1

LUGERT (1902-1950) - Kiowa None reported

LUTHER (1898-Date) – Oklahoma
1. CDS 2 Mar 1900 6 Jul 1900 2

LYDIA (1892-1904) – Lincoln
1. CDS 1 Apr 1893 1 serif date letters
2. CDS 3 Apr 1902 1 block date letters

LYLE (1896-1907) – Grant
1. CDS 5 Jan 1904 1

LYNN (1895-1904) – Major None reported

LYONS (1894-1905) – Major None reported

MACON (1897-1899) - Blaine
1. CDS 8 Dec 1898 26 Dec 1898 2

MADDEN (1901-1902) – Jackson None reported

MADGE (1895-1913) - Harmon
1. CDS 24 Nov 190? 1

MADISON (1904-1925) - Beaver None reported
.

MAGNOLIA (1890-1892) - Noble None reported

MAGUIRE (1900-1907) - Cleveland
1. CDS 5 May 1901 1
2. Doane ty 2 6 Jun 1905 1

MAHARG (1898-1901) - Washita
1. CDS 25 Feb 1900 1
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MALLON (1897-1905) – Lincoln
1. CDS 19 Sep 1900 1

MALLORY (1905-1907) - Beaver None reported

MANCHESTER (1897-Date) - Grant
1. Straight-line 16 Mar 1897 1
2. CDS 2 Jun 1899 20 May 1901 2

MANESE (1893-1906) - Blaine None reported

MANFRED (1902-1905) - Kiowa None reported

MANGUM (1886-Date) – Greer
1. MOB 24 Feb 1897 1
2. CDS 11 Feb 1898 1
3. CDS 4 Mar 1904 1

MANILA (1898-1902) - Lincoln
1. CDS 9 Apr 1900 1

MANITOU (1902-Date) – Tillman
1. CDS ? May 1902 1

MANKO (1896-1902) – Pottawatomie None reported

MARAMEC (1903-Date) – Pawnee
1. CDS 11 Jul 1905 1

MARDOCK (1900-1907) – Cleveland
1. CDS 1 Apr 1902 1

MARELLA (1906-1915) – Cimarron None reported

MARENA (1892-1907) - Payne
1. CDS 6 Jan 1903 1

MARENGO (1904-1908) – Beaver None reported

MARIE (1899-1911) - Greer
1. CDS 12 Dec 1901 24 Feb 1904 2

MARION (1897-1901) - Alfalfa None reported
.

MARSHALL (1890-Date) - Logan
1. CDS 4 Apr 1900 1
2. CDS 17 Apr 1906 1

MARTHA (1889-Date) - Jackson
1. CDS 6 May 1902 1
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MARTIN (1890-1891) - Cimarron None reported

MARTIN (1892-1912) – Harmon
1. CDS 30 Jan 1893 1 serif date letters
2, CDS 22 Nov 1900 1 block date letters

MARVEL (1902-1911) - Canadian
1. MSS 12 May 1902 1

MASHAM (1899-1909) - Pawnee
1. CDS 22 May 1906 1

MATEER (1899-1903) - Noble None reported

MATEER (1904-1907) - Roger Mills None reported

MATHEWSON (1890-1904) – Canadian
1. CDS 5 Oct 1899 28 Nov 1902 2

MAUD (1896-Date) - Pottawatomie
1. Doane ty 2 10 May 1906 1
2. 4-bar 8 May 1907 1

MAX (1902-1904) – Blaine None reported

MAY (1896-Date) – Harper
1. CDS 4 Nov 1899 1
2. Doane ty 2 18 Nov 1904 28 Aug 1906 2

MAYFIELD (1902-1984) – Beckham
1. CDS 4 Feb 1903 2

MAYNUS (1902-1902) – Kiowa None reported

McCARDIE (1894-1894) - Garfield None reported

McCLOUD (1895-1895) - Pottawatomie None reported

McCOMB (1903-1915) - Pottawatomie
1. Doane ty 2 17 Apr 1906 1

McKIM (1907-1909) - Harper None reported

McKINLEY (1891-1904) – Logan
1.  CDS 2 Feb 1903 10 Feb 1903 2

McKINNEY (1893-1897) - Noble None reported

McKNIGHT (1901-1911) – Harmon
1. CDS 19 Mar 1906 1
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McLOUD (1895-Date) – Pottawatomie
1. CDS 11 Aug 1897 1
2. CDS 3 Jan 1900 28 May 1900 2
3. CDS 21 Nov 1903 1

McNEAL (1899-1904) – Woodward None reported

MEDFORD (1893-Date) – Grant
1. CDS 12 Jan 1894 18 Mar 1895 2
2. CDS 2 Jan 1900 1
3. CDS 30 Jan 1904 1

MEDIA (1905-1915) – Major None reported

MEEKER (1903-Date) - Lincoln None reported

MEERS (1902-1967) – Comanche None reported

MEHAN (1900-1943) - Payne
1. CDS 17 Feb 1902 1
2. Doane ty 2 10 Oct 1905 1

MELROSE (1905-1905) - Ellis None reported
.

MENDON (1897-1910) - Alfalfa
1. CDS 2 Jan 1900 12 Nov 1900 2

MENO (1899-Date) - Major
1. CDS 7 Feb 1900 3 Jun 1905 2

MERIDIAN (1887-1893) – Beaver None reported

MERIDIAN (1894-Date) – Logan
1. CDS 18 Feb 1897 3 Apr 1902 2
2. Doane ty 1 2 Nov 1904 12 Mar 1906 2
3. Doane ty 3 27 Jun 1906 9 Jan 1907 2
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MERRICK (1903-1935) - Lincoln None reported

MERRITT (1901-1908) - Beckham
1. CDS 8 Feb 1902 1

MESQUITE (1901-19051) - Woodward None reported

METCALF (1894-1900) - Cimarron
1. CDS 11 Jan 1900 1

METCALF (1905-1911) – Harmon None reported

MIDDLETON (1895-1896) - Woods None reported

MIDDLETON (1900-1908) – Kay None reported

MIDLOTHIAN (1901/1919) – Lincoln
1. Doane ty 2 16 Jan 1907

MILAN (1891-1891) – Cleveland None reported

MILAN (1895-1902) – Alfalfa
1. CDS 28 Dec 1898 26 Dec 1902 2

MILAN (1905-1906) – Ellis None reported

MILLER (1890-1904) - Oklahoma
1. CDS 1 Oct 1898 1

MILLS (1899-1904) – Lincoln
1. CDS 6 Jan 1900 21 Feb 1902 2

MILLSVILLE (1901-1906) - Roger Mills None reported

MINERAL (1895-1911) - Cimarron
1. CDS 4 Jul 1902 1
2. Doane ty 2 15 May 1905 11 Jun 1907 2

.
MINERAL CITY (1888-1895) - Cimarron

1. CDS 22 Jan 1895 1

MINNELO (1904-1906) - Beaver None reported

MINNETONKA (1907-1910) - Cimarron None reported

MIRABILE (18951896) – Woods None reported

MIRAGE (1902-1905) - Tillman None reported

MISHAK (1900-1904) – Oklahoma
1. CDS 5 Apr 1902 1
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MISSION (1892-1894) - Lincoln None reported

MITCHELL (1888-1890) - Texas None reported

MITCHELL (1895-1905) - Lincoln
1. CDS 4 Apr 1898 30 May 1899 2

MITSCHER (1901-1902) - Osage None reported

MONDAMIN (1903-1913) - Kiowa
1. Doane ty 1 29 Nov 1903 1

MOONAN (1901-1905) – Washita
1. CDS 24 Feb 1904

MOORE (1889-1972) – Cleveland
1. CDS 10 Feb 1898 12 Feb 1899 2

MOORELAND (1902-Date) – Woodward
1. Doane ty 2 21 Sep 1905 23 Sep 1907 2

MORAL (1892-1908) – Pottawatomie
1. CDS 15 Feb 1899 22 Feb 1900 2
2. Doane ty 2 7 Mar 1904 20 May 1907 2

MORAN (1894-1904) – Grant
1. CDS 2 Jul 1902 1

MORETZ (1902-1904) – Stephens
1. CDS 7 Oct 1902 1

MORGAN (1901-1906) - Cleveland None reported

MORRIS (1890-1892) – Jackson None reported

MORRISON (1894-Date) - Noble
1. CDS 1 Aug 1898 1
2. Doane ty 2 15 May 1906 11 Sep 1906 3

MORVIN (1898-1924) - Beaver
1. CDS 16 May 1900 10 Jul 1902 2

.
MOSCOW (1894-1906) - Woodward

1. CDS 4 Apr 1904 1

MOUNT SCOTT (1901-1914) - Comanche
1. CDS 3 Nov 1902 1
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MOUNT WALSH (1888-1900) - Greer
1. CDS 15 Feb 1899 1

MOUNTAIN PARK (1902-Date) – Kiowa
1. CDS

MOUNTAIN VIEW (1900-Date) - Kiowa
1. CDS 25 Apr 1906 12 Oct 1906 2

MOUNTVIEW (1894-1900) - Washita None reported

MULHALL (1890-Date) - Logan
1. CDS 9 Dec 1890 1
2. CDS 20 Feb 1899 4 Sep 1903 2
3. CDS 10 Sep 1906 1 Wider spacing

MULKIN (1902-1902) - Blaine None reported

MULLINS (1903-1904) - Kiowa None reported

MUNICE (1901-1908) – Dewey
1. CDS 16 Nov 1901 1

MUNDEN (1907-1909) – Custer None reported

MUNGER (1899-1903) – Oklahoma
1. CDS 12 Jul 1902 1

MURDOCK (1889-1891) – Beaver None reported

MURIEL (1906-1907) – Blaine None reported

MURRAY (1902-1914) – Harper
1. CDS ?? ??? 1906 1

MUSTANG (1895-Date) - Canadian
1. CDS 7 Apr 1902 7 Apr 1907 2

MUTUAL (1895-Date) – Woodward
1. CDS 6 Apr 1905 1

MYRNA (1906-1907) - Cimarron None reported

MYRTLE (1890-1904) - Kingfisher
1. CDS 6 Feb 1897 7 Jan 1898 2

.
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NABISCO (1904-1906) - Texas
1. Doane ty 2 ?? ??? 1905 1 May 1906 2

NAGLE (1896-1903) - Kingfisher

1. CDS 15 May 1897 1

NARDIN (1898-Date) - Kay
1. CDS 20 Jul 1899 24 Apr 1902 2

NASHVILLE (1894-1911) – Grant
1. CDS 3 Jan 1903 1

NAVAJOE (1887-1905) - Jackson
1. CDS 6 Nov 1891 1 serif date letters
2. CDS 7 Apr 1900 1 Block date letters
3. Duplex 13 Nov 1904 ovate bar grid 2

NAVINA (1900-1935) - Logan
1. CDS 5 May 1902 1
2. Doane ty 2 26 Feb 1906 5 Sep 1907 2 No  illustration

NEAL (1894-1907) - Pottawatomie None reported

NEEDS (1896-1900) - Alfalfa None reported

NEFF (1904-1909) - Texas None reported

NELAGONEY (1906-1959) – Osage None reported

NELMS (1901-1908) – Tillman None reported

NEOLA (1902-1910) – Caddo None reported

NESBITT (1895-1904) – Kingfisher None reported

NEWALLA (1904-Date) – Oklahoma
1. Doane ty 2 16 Mar 1906

NEWHOPE (1903-1904) - Grant None reported

NEWKIRK (1894-Date) – Kay
1. CDS 13 Feb 1899 1
2. CDS 7 Aug 1901 1

NEW PONCA (1894-1898) – Kay
1. CDS 10 Mar 1899 1

NICELY (1896-1904) - Canadian
1. CDS 10 Apr 1904 1

NILES (1902-1929) - Canadian
1. 4-bar 13 Apr 1907 1
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.
NINEMILE (1899-1899) - Blaine None reported

NOBLE (1889-Date) - Cleveland
1. CDS 13 Dec 1890 1
2. CDS 2 Oct 1896 1
3. Doane ty 2 21 Feb 1906 29 Jun 1907 3

NORA (1893-1928) - Lincoln
1. CDS 25 May 1894 1 serif date letters
2. CDS 2 Apr 1901 1 block date letters

NORMAN (1889-Date) – Beaver
1. CDS 5 Dec 1891 7 May 1893 2 OKLA. TER.
2. CDS 13 Dec 1899 11 May 1903 3
3. Duplex 15 Apr 1905
4. Duplex 1 Oct 1905
5. machine ?? ??? 1907 Doremus

Courtesy of Jim Forte
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NORTH ENID (1894-1923) - Garfield
1. CDS 28 May 1894 7 Sep 1894 2
2. CDS ?? Nov 1895 ?? May 1896 2
3. MOB 22 Mar 189? 1
4. Duplex 10 Jan 1899 1
5. Duplex 23 Feb 1904 21 Sep 1907 3

NORTHVILLE (1894-1898) - Canadian
1. CDS 20 Feb 1896 1

NUGENT (1894-1894) - Greer None reported

NUMA (1898-1943) - Grant None reported

NYE (1893-1919) - Beaver None reported

OAKDALE (1893-1900) – Kiowa
1. CDS 13 Sep 1894 1

OAKLEY (1899-1913) – Dewey
1. CDS 20 Jun 1905 1

OAKWOOD (1899-Date) – Dewey None reported

OCATE (1899-1906) – Harper None reported

ODEMA (1901-1906) – Jackson None reported

ODESSA (1894-1901) – Washita None reported

ODETTA (1903-1924) - Caddo None reported

OKARCHE (1890-Date) – Kingfisher
1. CDS 7 Mar 1891
2. CDS 19 Feb 1898 1 small letters
3. CDS 7 Dec 1898 1 larger letters

OKEENE (1893-Date) - Blaine
1. CDS 9 Jan 1900 1 serif date letters
2. CDS 14 Dec 1903 1 block date letters

OKESA (1906-1940) - Osage None reported
.
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OKLAHOMA (1888-1923) - Oklahoma
1. CDS 21 Nov 1890 1 OKLAHOMO
2. Duplex 19 Oct 1893 1 OKLA. T.
3. Duplex 16 Dec 1893 14 Apr 1894 2
4. Duplex 24 May 1894 1
5. Duplex 5 Jul 1897
6. Duplex 6 Jan 1899
7.
8. Machine 26 Apr 1906 American flag
9.

OLDS (1902-1903) - Tillman None reported

OLETA (1901-1905) – Ellis None reported

OLLIE (1903-1906) - Beckham None reported
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OLUSTEE (1895-Date) - Jackson
1. Doane ty 2121 Feb 1905 12 Jan 1907 2

OMEGA (1892-Date) - Kingfisher
1. CDS 17 Oct 1897 1

OMER (1891-1891) - Kingfisher None reported

ONA (1907-1919) - Texas None reported

ONASCO (1902-1907) - Caddo None reported

ONEIL (1907-1908) – Major None reported

O’NEIL (1901-1904) - Woodward None reported

ONEY (1902-1906) - Caddo
1. Doane ty 2 25 Apr 1905 1

ONYX (1894-1903) - Garfield
1. CDS 17 Apr 1902 1

OPAL (1900-1904) - Woodward None reported

OPTIMA (1886-Date) - Texas None reported

OREANA (1901-1905) - Comanche
1. CDS 2 May 1902 1

ORIE (1894-1899) - Grant None reported

ORIENTA (1901-1982) - Major None reported

ORINSVILLE (1898-1900) – Noble None reported

ORION (1895-1932) - Major None reported

ORLANDO (1889-Date) - Logan
1. CDS 27 Feb 1897 1

ORR (1892-1957) - Love
1. CDS 20 Jul 189? 1

ORTLEY (1894-1896) - Kingfisher None reported

OSAGE (1894-1902) - Pawnee None reported

OSAGE (1906-Date) - Osage
1. Doane ty 3 4 Dec 1906 13 Nov 1907 no illustration
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OSBORNE (1894-1901) – Kay
1. MOB 28 Feb 1898 1

OSCEOLA (1895-1909) – Custer
1. CDS 4 Apr 1901 1

OSHUSKEY (1906-1913) - Cimarron None reported

OSIRIS (1900-1909) - Woodward None reported

OTEGO (1894-1903) – Payne None reported

OTEX (1906-1907) - Texas None reported

OTIS (1905-1905) - Jackson None reported

OTOE (1892-1917) - Noble
1. CDS 12 Apr 1894 1

OTTER (1892-1899) - Kingfisher None reported

OTWELL (1892-1894) - Kingfisher

OWENS (1898-1911) - Kay
1. CDS 16 Feb 1902 1
2. Doane ty 3 26 Feb 1906 1 no illustration

OXFORD (1898-1903) – Alfalfa None reported

OXLEY (1893-1901) – Blaine

PALACE (1903-1908) - Harper
1. CDS 27 Jan 1905 1

PALADIN (1903-1908) - Beaver None reported

PALADORA (1888-1899) – Beaver
1. CDS 10 Nov 1894 1

PANA (1895-1902) - Garfield
1. CDS 24 Jan 1898 1

PARADISE (1892-1905) - Payne
1. CDS 15 Feb 1894 1

PARIS (1891-1901) - Kingfisher
1. CDS 31 Aug 1895 1

PARKER (1894-1895) - Kay None reported
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PARKER (1901-1906) - Custer None reported

PARKLAND (1894-1918) - Lincoln
1. CDS 31 Oct 1899 10 Jan 1902 2

PARKMAN (1903-1917) – Ellis
1. CDS 3 Jan 1905 1

PARKS (1895-1896) – Grant None reported

PARKVILLE (1895-1900) - Dewey None reported

PARNELL (1895-1903) - Lincoln
1. CDS 12 Feb 1903 1

PARTRIDGE (1892-1908) – Lincoln
1. MOB 20 Feb 1899 1

PARUNA (1903-1919) - Harper None reported

PARVIN (1892-1904) - Kingfisher
1. CDS 9 Feb 1903 1

PAUL (1904-1911) - Dewey
1. Doane ty 2 8 Sep 1905 1

PAWHUSKA (1876-Date) - Osage
1. CDS 7 Aug 1893 6 May 1895 2

PAWNEE (1893-Date) – Pawnee
1. CDS 13 Feb 1899 1
2. CDS 6 Dec 1906 1

PAWNEE AGENCY (1876-1893) - Pawnee
1. CDS 10 Jul 1893 1

PAYNE (1890-1894) – Payne
1. CDS 8 Feb 1894 1

PAYSON (1903-1954) – Lincoln
1. Doane ty 2 10 Oct 1905 1

PEACE (1903-1908) – Woodward
1. Doane ty 2 17 Sep 1907 no illustration

PEARL (1897-1911) – Woodward None reported

PEARSON (1901-1904) – Tillman None reported
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PEASTER (1900-1907) - Beckham None reported

PECAN (1896-1905) – Cleveland None reported

PECKHAM (1899-1976) - Kay
1. CDS 20 Dec 1899 24 Aug 1900 2

PEDEE (1894-1904) - Noble
1. CDS 3 Jan 1902 1

.
PEEK (1906-1954) - Ellis

1. Doane ty 3 5 Oct 1906 1

PEGNOT (1896-1896) - Grant None reported

PENNINGTON (1894-1896) - Oklahoma None reported

PEORIA (1890-1891) - Beaver None reported

PERDUE (1901-1909) - Woodward
1. CDS 12 Sep 1905 1
2. Doane ty 3 28 Nov 1905 1

PERKINS (1890-Date) – Payne
1. CDS 5 Apr 1902 1 serif date letters
2. CDS 14 Mar 1895 1
3. Duplex 23 Oct 1904 31 May 1905 ovate bar grid 2

PERRY (1893-Date) - Noble
1. CDS 28 Dec 1895 1
2. Duplex 27 Mar 1899 3 Mar 1900 barrel w/”1” 2

PERSIMMON (1894-1907) - Woodward
1. CDS 16 Jan 1896 1 serif date letters
2. CDS 29 Jul 1902 1 block date letters
3. Doane ty 2 10 Mar 1906 1

PERTH (1899-1906) - Logan
1. CDS 7 Apr 1900 1
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PHELPS (1902-1904) - Comanche None reported

PHROSO (1900-1937) – Major None reported

PICKEE (1898-1902) - Kay
1. MSS 15 Mar 1898 1
2. CDS 1 Mar 1899 1

PIEDMONT (1903-Date) – Canadian None reported

PIERCETON (1894/1903) – Kay
1. CDS 9 Dec 1902 1

PILGRIM (1904-1905) – Woods None reported

PILOT (1903-1905) – Roger Mills None reported

PINK (1894-1906) – Pottawatomie
1. CDS 17 Feb 1903 1

PINKSTON (1904-1908) - Ellis
1. Doane ty 2 30 Apr 1906 22 Jul 1907 2

PIOR (1900-1902) – Beckham None reported

PIQUA (1899-1903) - Alfalfa None reported

PIXLEE (1899-1904) - Custer None reported
.

PLAINS (1907-1908) - Ellis None reported

PLAINVIEW (1890-1902) - Greer None reported

PLANO (1897-1904) - Washita None reported

PLEASANT VALLEY (1904-1934) – Logan None reported

PLUMA (1902-1906) - Woodward None reported

PLUMB (1892-1900) – Payne
1. CDS 14 May 1898 1

PLYMOUTH (1894-1905) - Major None reported

POARCH (1899-1911) - Beckham
1. CDS 14 Mar 190? 1

POE (1891-1895) - Jackson None reported

POLK (1894-1904) - Kay
1. CDS 14 Jul 1898 1
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POLLAN (1901-1913) – Dewey
1. CDS 10 Oct 1904 1

POLLOCK (1892-1893) - Lincoln None reported

POLO (1894-1904) – Noble
1. CDS ?? Apr 1898 1

POLONA (1890-1891) – Canadian None reported

PONCA (1879/1913) – Kay
1. CDS 25 Apr 1898 1
2. CDS 19 May 1901 1
3. Duplex 14 Mar 1904 1
4. Duolex 13 Jan 1905 1

POND CREEK (1889/1979) – Grant
1. CDS 24 Jan 1891 1
2. CDS 24 Feb 1898 13 Apr 1898 2
3. CDS 5 Dec 1900 1

POPE (1902-1902) – Woods None reported

PORT (1901-1940) - Washita
1. CDS 13 May 1902 1

PORTLAND (1904-1905) – Washita None reported

POSTLE (1905-1915) - Roger Mills
1. Doane ty 3 16 May 1906 1

POTTER (1895-1904) - Garfield
1. CDS 25 Jun 1902 1

.
PRAGUE (1902-Date) - Lincoln

1. CDS 5 May 1903 1

PRAIRIE (1894-1901) - Grant None reported

PRATT (1903-1906) - Woods None reported

PRENTISS (1903-1920) – Beckham
1. CDS 12 Jul 1907 1

PRESTON (1892-1901) - Texas None reported

PRINGEY (1901-1914) – Woodward
1. CDS 1 Apr 1904 1

PROGRESS (1906-1907) - Roger Mills None reported
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PRONTO (1904-1909) - Beaver
1. Doane ty 2 10 Sep 1904 no illustration

PROVIDENCE (1903-1907) - Ellis None reported

PRUDENCE (1895-1901) – Major
1.  CDS ? Mar 1897 1

PRUE (1905-Date) - Osage None reported

PUEBLO (1903-1903) – Kiowa None reported

PULIS (1906-1907) – Cimarron  None reported

PURVIS (1892-1903) – Greer None reported

PUTNAM (1895-Date) – Dewey
1. CDS 3 Mar 1899 1
2. Doane ty 2 3 Sep 1906 7 Mar 1907 2 no illustration

QUANAH (1907-1911) – Tillman None reported

QUARTERMASTER (1901-1905) - Custer

QUARTZ (1888-1900) – Greer None reported

QUAY (1903-1957) - Pawnee
1. CDS 3 May 1906 1

QUINCY (1892-1904) - Cleveland
1. CDS 4 Mar 1897 15 Mar 1899 2

QUINLAN (1901-1968) - Woodward None reported

RABBITT (1905-1905) - Blaine None reported

RACINE (1895-1902) - Canadian
1. CDS 14 Feb 1901 1

RADIUM (1904-1905) – Caddo None reported

RAGSDALE (1904-1907) - Beaver
1. Doane ty 2 11 Sep 1906 1

RAINY (1894-1905) – Washita
1. CDS 20 Mar 1895 18 Mar 1897 2

RALLEY (1907-1914) - Cimarron
1. 4-bar 29 Oct 1907 1
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