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Publisher’s Page
A Postal History of the Prisoners of War and Civilian 
Internees in East Asia During the Second World War: 
Volume 5, the Philippines and Taiwan 1942-1945, “No 
Uncle Sam, ” by David Tett. Published 2010 by BFA 
Publishing, Wheathampstead, U.K. Hardcover, xvi+391 
pages, color illustrations, ISBN 978-0-9544996-3. Available 
in the U.S. for $83 post-paid from Leonard H. Hartmann, 
Box 36006, Louisville, KY 40233, e-mail 
Leonard@pbbooks.net; website http://pbbooks.com or J 
T Slemons, 1410 T imber T rail, Greenwood, Indiana, 46142- 
1143 (intemlassoc@sbcglobal.net). In the UK. For £52 
(post-paid) from BFA Publishing, P.O. Box 34, 
Wheathampstead, Herts AL4 8Ja, U.K.

Once in a while a book lands on my desk and my reac­
tion is, “Wow, I wish I had written that!” The last one 
that caused this reaction was Thomas Boyle’s Airmail 
Operations during World War II that appeared about 
ten years ago. This week I received a copy of The 
Philippines and Taiwan 1942-1945, No Uncle 
Sam—Volume 5 of David Tett’s exceptional series on 
Prisoners of War and Civilian Internees in East Asia 
during the Second World War. This is definitely a book 
I wish I had written, although I doubt that I could have 
done nearly as well with the project as David.

Physically, No Uncle Sam is a beautiful production with 
over 400 glossy pages in sewn signatures bound in hard 
cover and a classy dust jacket. Virtually all of the illus­
trations are reproduced in full color and there are well 
over a hundred of them spread over the 13 chapters. 
Cards and covers are nearly all reproduced at full scale 
or larger.

Roughly two-thirds of the content deals with POWs 
and civilians held in the Philippines and the remaining 
third is devoted to those held by the Japanese on Tai­
wan. Since the majority of the civilians and all the mili­
tary personnel captured in the Philippines were Ameri­
cans, this is definitely a book that should be on the shelf 
of any US postal historian with an interest in World 
War II. In essence, the Philippines story takes up where 
recent articles in La Posta discussing mail from Bataan 
and Corregidor that managed to avoid the Japanese 
blockade left off.

Tett’s organization of the subject is entirely logical and 
intuitive. An introductory chapter lays out the signifi­
cant geography of the Philippines and describes the size 
and composition of US military units as well as the in­
ternational civilian community living there just prior to 
the Japanese invasion. This chapter concludes with a 
well-illustrated discussion of mail addressed to military 

personnel and civilians in the Philippines that had to be 
returned to senders due to the interruption of service 
caused by the December 8, 1941, invasion.

The following four chapters cover mail to and from 
Prisoners of War and to and from Civilian Internees in 
the Philippines. Dozens of exquisitely reproduced color 
illustrations of cards and covers spice up David’s de­
scription of the details pertaining to inbound and out-
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Figure 1 American POWs were only allowed to use pre­
printed postal cards supplied by the Japanese to 
correspond with family and friends. David Tett identifies 
four different types of these cards. The most common 
three types—types 1, 2 and 3—are shown here from top 
to bottom.
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bound mail from the camps. Similar treatment is given 
mail to and from POWs held by the Japanese in Tai­
wan in the two chapters that follow.

Chapters discussing and illustrating examples of philat­
ely practised by inmates of the camps, the operations 
of guerrillas fighting against the Japanese in the Philip­
pines, and a detailed analysis of Japanese censor marks 
and seals used on mail in the Philippines and Taiwan 
add fascinating collateral material to the author’s pri­
mary thesis.

Two chapters are devoted to the stories of individual 
POWs—Oscar Brown and Elmer Thomas—who ex­
perienced life as captives of the Japanese in the Philip­
pines. Both of these make highly compelling reading 
and both are well illustrated with postal artifacts and 
personal papers of the two men.

Chapter 13 is titled “Some Went Home”. It describes 
and illustrates the story of those who survived their in­
carceration by the Japanese. Once again, Tett presents 
a carefully balanced mix of postal history in the context 
of broader human history and illustrates it artfully with 
images of the survivors, contemporary newspapers, 
repatriations ships and examples of mail from liberated 
internees.

A final chapter presents recently discovered informa­
tion that updates the previous four volumes of this mag­
nificent series.

No Uncle Sam concludes with seven appendices, most 
of which consist of detailed listings of the individual 
pieces of mail to and from the POWs and Internees 
held in camps in the Philippines and Taiwan known to 
the author. Collectors specializing in POW and Internee 
mail will find these listings extremely interesting as a 
census of the various types of cards and covers to have 
been recorded after an exhaustive research effort.

All mail from POWs held by Japan in the Philippine 
camps was restricted to postal cards issued by the Japa­
nese to the prisoners with very strict limits on what 
could be said. Tett identifies four major types of these 
cards based on characteristics of the card stock on 
which they were printed and details of the layout on 
their address and message sides (figure 1).

A total of 150 cards are listed by Tett in Appendix 2. 
Fifty of them are type 1, forty-six are type 2, 50 are 
type 3 and only four are type 4. As one would expect, 
the majority of cards bear a return address from Camp 
Number 1 (Cabanatuan)—the largest of the camps that 
housed about 15,000 POWs at it maximum—but a total 
of 14 different camps are represented.

This total of just 150 pieces of 
surviving POW mail appears 
quite low considering that there 
were some 15,000 American 
servicemen in the Philippines 
when Japan invaded. But when 
the amount of POW mail is con­
trasted with the total of just 57 
pieces of mail known from civilian internees listed in 
Appendix 4—14 of which are from the period imme­
diately following the release of prisoners in early 
1945—one begins to understand just how scarce these 
postal artifacts truly are.

David Tett has produced a remarkable volume describ­
ing, analyzing and illustrating the postal history associ­
ated with this tragic chapter in American history. I 
heartily recommend No Uncle Sam to all postal histo­
rians who appreciate thorough research into a difficult 
subject presented in a beautifully prepared volume.

Craig Colter (left) and Bill Helbock (right) outside the 
West Point Field house after graduation ceremonies in 
June 1960.
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POSTAL HISTORIANS ON LINE
If you would like to join this list in future issues of La 
Posta, send us a note via e-mail to 
lapostagal@hotmail.com. If you are already listed, 
please take a moment to insure that your email ad­
dress is correct.
Murray Abramson [commercial US airmail 1924-1941]

—aabramson@verizon.net
Joe Adamski [SD, CT] — joe_adamski@hotmail.com
Raymond Agren [Ad covers, Ml] — n8uy@sbcglobal.net
Jim Alexander [TX: Waco Village, McLennan, Bosque, Coryell counties]

— jralexander3@aol.com
American Philatelic Research Library — aprl@stamps.org
Gary Anderson [US Doanes & ND postal history]

— garyndak@comcast.net
Kirk Andrews [Expositions, OR, WA, Wl] —kirkj.andrews@yahoo.com 
Dennis Austin [WA,0R,ID] — skypub@skylinepublishing.comcastbiz.net 
Ted Bahry [Wake & Midway Isl, Benzie Cty, Ml] — semperted@aol.com 
Debbie Baker [Midwestern p.h., APOs]—airmailpostmark@mac.com 
Mark Baker Enterprises [Dealer CA & NV postal history etc.]

Web: goldrushpaper.com — mbcovers@directcon.net
Bob Baldridge — [Wisconsin p.h.] bobbaldridge@earthlink.net
Alan Banks [Missouri] — abanks7@att.net
Mike Baranoski [Michigan p.h.] — baranosmj@aol.com
Gary Barranger — barranger1224@aol.com
Robert Beall — rbeallstmp@aol.com
John Beane, MD [West VA] — jbeane@prodigy.net
Robert Beasecker [Ml postal history] — beaseckr@gvsu.edu
Stan Bednarczyk [IL: Chicago Streetcar markings]

—stanb@columbus.rr.com
John Beirne [Navals, RPO, AK] — john_beirne@hotmail.com
William R. Beith [Eastern Oregon, OR Doanes]—wrbeith@comcast.net 
Kevin Belmont [SW Arkansas, West Pointers on stamps]

— kevin.belmont@west-point.org
Bary D. Bender [Dealer p.c.'s & p.h.; + collects WA: Columbia Co]

— ngatecol@bresnan.net
Steven Berlin [interrupted mail, wreicks, crashes, robbery, terrorism]

— drstevenberlin@yahoo.com
Henry Berthelot [train, shipwrck mail & US postals]

— hankberthelot@yahoo.com
John Boal [California only]—calpl8z@boal.net
Tim Boardman [Washington PH, photos, books & maps]

— simcoe@dsl-only.net
Joe Bock [US Airmail 1935-1950 & Arizona town cancels; U.S. WWII]

— jgbock@commspeed.net
John Bloor [World early airmail; air & airmail-related Cinderellas France, 

Canada, U.N.] — aerophil59@yahoo.com
Paul Bofinger [pobfish@comcast.net] — Newfoundland, NH DPOs & 19th 

century covers, Concord NH & Merrimack Co. NH covers
Eppe Bosch [WA: Stevens, Pend Oreille, Whitman Co.s; Wl: Portage, 

Waupaca, Wood Co.s] — bonep@qwest.net
James Boyden [WWI military, WW censored]

— jimesmc@worldnet.att.net
Frank Braithwaite [1902 issue, M.O.B., N.Y., “V" & “X" rate markings,

B. Harrison on cvr-Sc#308, 622,694,1045—fbraith@optonline.net
Bruce Branson [CAJnyo, Mono, & Siskiyou)

— bbbranson@lonepinetv.com
Deane Briggs, MD [Florida Postal History] — drb@gte.net
Roger S. Brody [Series 1902, Prominent Americans]

— rsbco@optonline.net
Daniel Broulette US, S.Africa, India, Vietnam]—danbro@wdemail.com
Brown, Chip [WV ph; 1903 uses of 1902 definitives on cover]

— grahamb@windstream.net
Brown, Edward [parcel posts & plate blocks]

— browntreesnakes@gmail.com
Evert Bruckner [MT: Phillips, Blaine, & Valley Co’s]

—ebruckner@earthlink.net
Kenneth Burden [Washington & CA DPOs]— burden@localaccess.com

Gloria Burleson [civil war, letters, advertising]
— gloria@thelenscap.com

Maurice Bursey [#215 covers, Civil War N.Carolina
— mauricebursey@aol.com

Raymond Buse [Cincinnati & Clermont Co., OH p.h.]
— stampPat@aol.com

James W. Busse [CA: San Diego Co. p.h.] — Jimb1997@aol.com
Arden Callender [U.S. banknote issues] — callenderardy@sbcglobal.net 
Joseph Campagna [MT, Greece, Italy, Vatican, Turkey p.history]

— campagnakphth@msn.com
Rocco Caponi [OH:Akron, Summit Co, 2c Circular Die postal history

(U429) — rocco.caponi@gmail.com
Gary Carlson [machine cancels] — gcarlson@columbus.rr.com
Glenda & John Cheramy [Dealers; Canada] — gcheramy@shaw.ca 
Larry Cherns [Mostly pre-1954 postally transmitted covers and p.cards 

w/ interesting messages in English from anywhere]
— katchke@hotmail.com

Robert Chisholm — [Dealer, postal history] — chizz5@aol.com
Bob Chow [Colorado] — bob.chow@comcast.net
Douglas Clark [Railway Mail] —dnc@alpha.math.uga.edu
Tom Clarke [Philadelphia] — ocl-tom@ix.netcom.com
Walter S. Clarke [Florida Territorials; Interesting on-cover cancellations on

Scott # 10 & 11] — worldata@mindspring.com
Louis Cohen [Kentucky postal history] — cohenstamps32@aol.com 
Norman Cohen [US #210 on cover] — norman@adventuregraphics.com 
Giles Cokelet [Montana postal history, Greenland] — grcokelet@q.com 
David C. Collyer [General US, Texas, USS Texas]

— cozumel_90@hotmail.com
Robert W. Collins [Korean War & "Collins” pms]— ohiorwc@aol.com
David M. Coogle [Dealer, Postal History, Nutmeg Stamp Sales]

— david@nutmegstamp.com
Bob Coradi [Prexies, baseball, advertising] — recoradi@comcast.net 
Vince Costello [US fancy cancels, postal history, auxiliary marks] 
— vinman2119@aol.com
Joe H. Crosby [Oklahoma & Indian Territory; U.S. Despatch Agent 

covers, 19lh c fancy cancels, college cancels] — joecrosby@cox.net
W.H. “Tom” Crosby — scattertom@msn.com
Rod Crossley [West coast military, Spruce Production Division, Ventura 

county CA & CA RPO] — rcrossley@att.net
William T. Crowe [CT: Waterbury & Fairfield County] 

—wtcrowe@aol.com
Frank Crown [GA postal history, confederates]—fcrown@knology.net 
Roger D. Curran [US 19th C cancels] — rcurran@dejazzd.com 
Richard Curtin [CA covers & CA express] — curtinr@sbcglobal.net 
Matt Dakin [Mississippi Postal History] — patdakin@mindspring.com 
Mike Dattolico [La Posta Associate Editor] — mmdattol@aol.com 
Joseph M. Del Grosso — diandme2@gbis.com
James L. Diamond [Spanish American war; US possessions]

— jdia407@aol.com
James P. Doolin [19th c p.history, “Columbus” named towns 

—jamesdoolin@att.net
Doubleday, Elwyn [Dealer; collects NH & NY & #210's on NY & Maine] 

—doub@worldpath.net
Dresser, George [TX: Brazos, Grimes, Wash.Co.s]

— g-dresser@suddenlink.net
John Drew [AZ/NV WellsFargo & Express] — jandndrew@aol.com
Lee Drickamer — lee.drickamer@nau.edu
Geoffrey Dutton [2d Bureau postal history] — geoff@neddog.com.;

Website: http://neddog.com/stamps
Loring Ebersole [Ohio postal history, WWII APOs, Rt 66 postcards]

— Ioringebersole@comcast.net
Leonard M. Eddy [OK & Arkansas p.h.]—Ieonardeddy@sbcglobal.net
L. Steve Edmondson [Tennessee] — tenac@hctc.com
Craig Eggleston [Philippines, US Possessions] — cae@airmail.net
Barry Elkins [PA-Philadelphia County]—elkinj@comcast.net
Mike Ellingson [North Dakota Territory; machines]

— mikeellingson@comcast.net
David Ellis [Ml postal history] — ell7990@aol.com
Empire State Postal History Society — http:/www.esphs.org
Darrell Ertzberger [NC, VA, RPO, RFD] — mteton@aol.com
Paul Eslinger [MT, Dakota, WY Territory & Grant Co, ND]

— pauljanddarcya@gmail.com
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Glenn Estus [New York] — gestus@westelcom.com
James Faber [WY, NW OH, Hancock Co, ME, No. Wl]

— faber@bluemarble.net
John Farkas [US Possessions] — jonfark@cs.com
Wayne Farley [West Virginia P. H.] — cwfarley@aol.com
Richard Farquhar [seapost, RPO, Span-Am War, 1898]

— farqrich@bellsouth.net
Dan Fellows [Wl, WWI, perfs, Scotland, Knights of Columbus,Sc.210

Canal Zone Military PH] — drfellows@charter.net
Edward Fergus [Western Express]—ecfergus@charter.net
Norm Ferguson [Navy covers -NS Savannah]

— normjanstjoe@comcast.net
Ronald W. Finger [US Navy CV’s, WWI & WWII APOs & Feldpost]

— roncva43@aol.com
Louis Fiset [Prexies, WWII civilian internment]—fiset@u.washington.edu
Ed Fisher [Ml; 4th Bureau: ’/zC-Hale, 1 '/zc Harding, 1/zC postage due]

— efisherco@earthlink.net
Ken Flagg [Used postal stationery: US, CZ, PI; WWII APOs, Postwar

APOs] — ken0737@digitalpath.net
Jane King Fohn [TX WWI air branches; Medina Co, TX; US#1043

(9c Alamo)] — janekfohn@sbcglobal.net
Jim Forte [Dealer] — jimforte@postalhistory.com &

Website http://postalhistory.com
Myron Fox [WWI/WWII U.S. & German military & censored mail; postwar 

occupations] — MyronFox1@aol.com
Gene Fricks [Literature, TN & NJ PH] — genefricks@comcast.net
Bob Friedman [Dealer-worldwide p.h.]— covercorner.com; 

covercnr@tx.rr.com
Don Garrett [Mississippi] — Donompix@aol.com
Douglas Gary [Dealer] — doug_gary@hotmail.com
Bob Gaudian [Connecticut Postal History] — rgstamper @aol.com
Charles Gherman [Prexies, postal cards, liberty covers] 

—crgherman@msn.com
John Germann [Texas DPOs; Navy ship cancels]

— jghist@comcast.net
Ray Getsug [Minnesota postal history, literature] —rayg669563@aol.com 
Don Glickstein [postal cards used in Alaska] — glickwolf@earthlink.net 
Peter Glover [Pre-Pearl Harbor WWII related] —pgorcassidy@earthlink.net 
Michael Goldstein [RPOs, streetcars, WA.D.C. pms]

— caped@starpower.net
Max Gors [Dakota Territory & Tripp Co.] — maxagors@aol.com
John Grabowski [1902 Series, 1938 Prexies, 1940 Famous Am's, 1941
Def. Issue, 1944 8c Transp, 1980s-90s Transp Coils] 

—minnjohn@alum.mit.edu
Ken Grant [Wisconsin postal history] — kenneth.grant@uwc.edu
James Graue [Airmail] — jimg@air-pipe.com
John Grosse [Texas] — johngrosse@compuserve.com
Maurice Grossman — mbgrossma@att.net
Ted Gruber [Nevada] — TedGruber@aol.com
Richard Guarelia [Aviation, Long Is. postalhistory — uncasfish@aol.com
Arthur Hadley [Indiana, flag cancels] — ahadley1@comcast.net 
Raymond Hadley [postal cards, Wesson; Connecticut]

— ray-suzann@gci.net
John Hale — jwh60@chartertn.net
Hall-Patton, Mark [CA: Orange Co; Bridge-related p.o.s, NV aviation] 

—hallpatt@unlv.nevada.edu
Larry Haller [Handstamped Flag cancels] — LJHalier@aol.com
Ken Hamlin [Montana postal history, photographs, pcs & ephemera]

— knphamlin@bresnan.net
John T. Hardy, Jr. [US postal cards (pre-1910) flyspecks; Philippines]

— john_hardy@msn.com
Ron Harmon [Florida PH] — rrhrm@hotmail.com
Robert Dalton Harris [Dealer. Collects Congo; Telegraph]

— agatherin@yahoo.com
Labron Harris [Dealer, collects First Bureaus] — labronharr@aol.com
Wayne Hassell [Dealer; collects US Marines, Wisconsin & Michigan]

— junostamps@aol.com
Karl Hellmann [US covers, postcards, postal history]

— karllectibles@aol.com
Robert Henak [lA-Carroll,Calhoun,Jones Counties]

— ;henak8010@sbcglobal.net

Steve Henderson [all military postal history & WWII Civil & Military
Censorship] — vshenderson@aol.com

Gary Hendren [Missouri PH] — g2hslm@msn.com
Henry Higgins [Florida; TN] — profhiggins922@comcast.net
Jack Hilbing [Illinois stampless; machine cancels] —jack@hilbing.us
Terence Hines [Hanover, NH & #E12-21 on cover]

— terencehines@aol.com
Todd Him [PO Seals of Peru, Japan, & the Middle East; Volusia Co. FL] 

—thirn@cfl.rr.com & http://www.poseal.com
Reginald L. Hofmaier [Oklahoma p.h.] — regbar91@aol.com
Robert Hohertz — rdh@northfieldmail.com
Joseph Holleman [postal history] — josephth@prodigy.net
Brad Horton [U.S. Postals & philatelic literature]

— kchorton4@comcast.net
John Hotchner [20th c aux, Xmas seals tied; Spec deliv; wreck&crash 

mail; some FDCs]—jmhstamp@ix.netcom.com
B. Clyde Hutchinson [US 1861 issue; CA postal history]

— bch@llcllp.com
Stan Jameson [dealer] — empire65@tampabay.rr.com
Jerome Jarnick — jarnick@wowway.com
Stefan T. Jaronski [Ithaca NY; northeastern Montana; Confed. States 

military mail] — bug@midrivers.com
Cary E. Johnson [Michigan p.h.; Railway, Waterway & Streetcars]

— fastmailrpo@yahoo.com
Gerald Johnson [3c 1851; auxiliary markings] — johnson66@charter.net
William H. Johnson [Florida p.history] — whjdds@aol.com
Robert D. Jones [Nebraska postal history, esp. DPOs]

— robwanjones@charter.net
Rodney Juell [Series of 1922] — rajuell@lycos.com
Barton D. Kamp [Massachusetts postal history] — bartdk@verizon.net
Gordon Katz [Maryland & DE postal history, postal history on postcards]

— gccats@verizon.net
Robert Keatts [Walla Walla Co., WA p.h.] — lkeatts@msn.com
Dick Keiser [Dealer-military/POW/censored]— stamps@dickkeiser.com 
Rodney Kelley [Arkanas, esp Conway & Pope counties]

— rkel@swbell.net
Kelvin Kindahi [MA: Hampshire Co] — Kelvin01027@charter.net
Lucien Klein [Prexies, OR: Marion & Grant Co] — lusal@msn.com
Ron Klimley [Florida WWII, machine cancels, Tampa Spanish American 

War] —klimley@verizon.net
Eric Knapp [Alaska postal history] — eknapp@gci.net
Daniel M. Knowles [NY: Suffolk Co, Long Island; 3c 1861-auxiliary 

markings] — dknowles@med.cornell.edu
Kent Kobersteen [US Scott Cll, unusual commercial usages, unusual 

off-cover stamps] — kobersteen@gmail.com
William Kolodrubetz [classic US post office seals] 

—djp_wjk@verizon.net
Paul Konigsberg [Museum of Postal History, NYC]

— pkonigsb@email.usps.gov
Van Koppersmith [Alabama & Mississippi p.h.] — cleave3@aol.com 
Jim Kotanchik [Franklin Co., MA & PO Seals] — jimkot@verizon.net 
George Kramer [U.S. west; western Europe, telegraph]

— gjkk@optonline.net
Jon E. Krupnick [Pacific Flights 1936-46 & US Pacific Possessions]

— jonpac@aol.com
George Kubal [Dealer] — geokubal@aol.com
Alfred Kugel [20th Cent. Military Mail, US Possessions & Offices Abroad]

— afkugel@hotmail.com
William 0. Kvale [MN Territorials] — flo3wil@aol.com
Dick Laird [Doanes from IN, KY, TN, SC] — d.laird@comcast.net
Lawrence Laliberte [Poughkeepsie, NY p.h.; Transport Airs on cover]

— Iargin1@verizon.net
Eliot A. Landau — [U.S. Registry, U.S. w/ Lincoln Stamps]

— elandau@aol.com
Robert M. Langer [Boston ad covers; Carroll County NH]

— rla4141975@aol.com
Peter B. Larson [Idaho postal history] — ystone@cpcinternet.com
Ken Lawrence — [Crystal Palace World's Fair, 1853 New York, First

Issue Nesbett Envelopes] — apsken@aol.com
Howard Lee [U.S. 4th Bureau Issue, 17c Wilson; Prexy 4 % cent]

— gimpo25@yahoo.com

mailto:gestus@westelcom.com
mailto:faber@bluemarble.net
mailto:jonfark@cs.com
mailto:cwfarley@aol.com
mailto:farqrich@bellsouth.net
mailto:drfellows@charter.net
mailto:ecfergus@charter.net
mailto:normjanstjoe@comcast.net
mailto:roncva43@aol.com
mailto:fiset@u.washington.edu
mailto:efisherco@earthlink.net
mailto:ken0737@digitalpath.net
mailto:janekfohn@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jimforte@postalhistory.com
http://postalhistory.com
mailto:MyronFox1@aol.com
mailto:genefricks@comcast.net
covercorner.com
mailto:covercnr@tx.rr.com
mailto:Donompix@aol.com
mailto:doug_gary@hotmail.com
aol.com
mailto:crgherman@msn.com
mailto:jghist@comcast.net
mailto:rayg669563@aol.com
mailto:glickwolf@earthlink.net
mailto:pgorcassidy@earthlink.net
mailto:caped@starpower.net
mailto:maxagors@aol.com
mailto:minnjohn@alum.mit.edu
mailto:kenneth.grant@uwc.edu
mailto:jimg@air-pipe.com
mailto:johngrosse@compuserve.com
mailto:mbgrossma@att.net
mailto:TedGruber@aol.com
mailto:uncasfish@aol.com
mailto:ahadley1@comcast.net
mailto:ray-suzann@gci.net
mailto:jwh60@chartertn.net
mailto:hallpatt@unlv.nevada.edu
mailto:LJHalier@aol.com
mailto:knphamlin@bresnan.net
mailto:john_hardy@msn.com
mailto:rrhrm@hotmail.com
mailto:agatherin@yahoo.com
mailto:labronharr@aol.com
mailto:junostamps@aol.com
mailto:karllectibles@aol.com
mailto:henak8010@sbcglobal.net
mailto:vshenderson@aol.com
mailto:g2hslm@msn.com
mailto:profhiggins922@comcast.net
mailto:jack@hilbing.us
mailto:terencehines@aol.com
mailto:thirn@cfl.rr.com
http://www.poseal.com
mailto:regbar91@aol.com
mailto:rdh@northfieldmail.com
mailto:josephth@prodigy.net
mailto:kchorton4@comcast.net
mailto:jmhstamp@ix.netcom.com
mailto:bch@llcllp.com
mailto:empire65@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:jarnick@wowway.com
mailto:bug@midrivers.com
mailto:fastmailrpo@yahoo.com
mailto:johnson66@charter.net
mailto:whjdds@aol.com
mailto:robwanjones@charter.net
mailto:rajuell@lycos.com
mailto:bartdk@verizon.net
mailto:gccats@verizon.net
mailto:lkeatts@msn.com
mailto:stamps@dickkeiser.com
mailto:rkel@swbell.net
mailto:Kelvin01027@charter.net
mailto:lusal@msn.com
mailto:klimley@verizon.net
mailto:eknapp@gci.net
mailto:dknowles@med.cornell.edu
mailto:kobersteen@gmail.com
mailto:djp_wjk@verizon.net
mailto:pkonigsb@email.usps.gov
mailto:cleave3@aol.com
mailto:jimkot@verizon.net
mailto:gjkk@optonline.net
mailto:jonpac@aol.com
mailto:geokubal@aol.com
mailto:afkugel@hotmail.com
mailto:flo3wil@aol.com
mailto:d.laird@comcast.net
mailto:Iargin1@verizon.net
mailto:elandau@aol.com
mailto:rla4141975@aol.com
mailto:ystone@cpcinternet.com
mailto:apsken@aol.com
mailto:gimpo25@yahoo.com


Summer 2010 7

James E. Lee [Literature Dealer. Collects Lake & McHenry Co, IL] 
—jim@jameslee.com & website: www.jameslee.com

Leslie W. Lee [Wl p.history & Wl Doanes] — leslee@itis.com
Ron Leith — ronleith@uniserve.com
Ron Lessard — ronlessard@att.net
Brian R. Levy [NY State postal history] — bellobl@aol.com
Matthew Liebson [Ohio PH; Licking Co., Doanes, stampless]

— paperhistory@mindspring.com
David C. Lingard [Florida-4 bars, Doanes, RPO, Adv. & most anything]

— david_lingard@hotmail.com
W. Edward Linn [OR; rural stations; NAMW; Airfield dedications, Western 

States Precancels & Perfins] —iinn@winfirst.com
James R. Littell [balloon, rocket, Zeppelin post]— zepplincat@wzrd.com
Jerry Login [US 19“’ C penalty envelopes w/ stamps added]

— jerl2004@msn.com
Nicholas Lombardi [US 2d Bureau issue + Registerd Mail]

— 8605@comcast.net
Bud Luckey [Siskiyou Co. CA; northern CA]—luckey@snowcrest.net 
Michael Ludeman [TX Postal History, USPOD Forms & Documents]

— mike@ludeman.net
Len Lukens [Oregon p.h. & trans-Pacific airmail]

— Ilukens@easystreet.net
David Lyman [World postmarks on covers or piece]

— postmark@sympatico.ca
Max Lynds [Aroostook Co., Maine p.h.] — max@pwless.net
Millard Mack — millardhmack@yahoo.com
Scott Mader [OR/CA] — maders@ohsu.edu
Larry Maddux [OR postal history; all over ad covers]

— Imaddux@pacifier.com
Richard Malmgren [Hawaii] — rcmstamps@hawaii.rr.com
Dean Mario [Military;Pre-1949 Newfoundland; “Old West" lawmen + 

Buffalo Bill/P.T.Barnum/Wild West show ad cvrs] 
—blueputtees@hotmail.com

Robert Markovits [dealer. Collects world-wide Special Delivery & US 
officials, US5, 536 , C38 C46] —rlmarkovits@aol.com

Craig Martin —[Dealer. Collects naval covers, So. Cal PH] 
—saracv3@gmail.com

Ken Martin-kpmartin@stamps.org
Peter Martin — pmartin2525@yahoo.com
Richard Martorelli [Military, Postage Due] — rdmartorelli@gmail.com
Chester Masters [WA: Paquetboat Cancels, and Clallam & Jefferson

Co]—stamps292001@yahoo.com
Richard Matta [MD:Montgomery Cty & PA: McKesesport]

— rkm@groom.com
Bernard Mayer [Oklahoma] — Bernie@m47303.com
David Mayo —dmayo@paulweiss.com
Robert McAlpine [US & Foreign]— rmcalpine63@comcast.net
Larry McBride [U.S. town & DPO cancels] — lgmcbride@yahoo.com 
David McCord [Doanes, Type E 4-Bars + AK,WA,WY,NV,0R covers]

—damac52@comcast.net
R.J. McEwen [Eastern Oregon] — rjmcewen@aol.com
Chuck & Jan McFarlane [Ausdenmoore-McFarlane Stamps]

— mcmichigan@charter.net
McGowan, George [Newfoundland & NY]

— geolotus2003@nycap.rr.com
Bob McKain [Pittsburgh, Alaska Hiway & AK APOs]

— 57-vette@comcast.net
Michael E. Mead [Britannia Enterprises - dealer]

— meadbritannia@aol.com
Jim Mehrer [Dealer. Collects expo’s, Navy ships] 
-mehrer@postal-history.com

& website http://www.postal-history.com
Stephen Merchant [stampless folded letters]

— stephen.merchant@comcast.net
Doug Merenda [Columbians on cover, Columbian Expo]

— ddm_50@yahoo.com
Mark Metkin [Idaho postal history] — metkin@mindspring.com

website: http://www.mindspring.com/~metkin/idahoindex.html
Lynn Minneman [Portland, Oregon area] — lminnema@msn.com
Harvey Mirsky [US 1847 issue] — HarveyMirsky@aol.com
John Moffatt [Stamps-world] —moffatts2419@sbcglobal.net
John Moore [US Exposition/World's Fair]—modelpo57@yahoo.com

Richard Moraine [Naval Covers] — dickmorain@verizon.net ’ 
Steve Morehead [Colorado postal history] — steveasc@ix.netcom.com 
Alan Moser [Iowa postal history] — amoser1537@comcast.net
James H. Moses [postal censorship]—jhcmoses@bellsouth.net
Darren Mueller [Wl-Fond du Lac Co p.history]

—darren.mueller@juno.com
John G. Mullen [WA; flags; Ntl Air Mail Week; Snohomish,Skagit, Island 

County] —Iongjohn.wa007@netzero.com
Andrew Murin [Colorado postal history]—agmurin@kci.net
Jim Myerson [US Navy & pioneer airmail,WA-Franklin]

— jpm_ww@yahoo.com
Larry Neal [Holmes & Coshocton Counties, Ohio (US, World-wide to

1955; Greenland; Stained Glass on Stamps]—larryln@embarqmail.com
Burnham Neill [FL-Miami/Dade DPOs on PPCs; some MS, MO]

— mbneill@bellsouth.net
Bruce Nelson [Ulus, pioneer postcards (1870-1898): govt postals & 

private —landmarkpc@aol.com
Howard Ness — hbness@hotmail.com
Ray Newburn [CO pre-wwll Pan Am Pacific Div; 4” & 5“lBureaus

(all rates] — newburn@mindspring.com
Dan Nieuwlandt [S. California,WWII, Belgian Congo]

—nieuwlandt33@msn.com
Bill Nix [OR & WA (Skamania)]— B845588@embarqmail.com
Jim Noll — [computer postage] jenca@pacbell.net
Joe Odziana — [Early Machine Cancels, Worldwide pre 1950 postal 

history/fiscal history] drjoeo@earthlink.net
James Oliver [VT, Canada, Scandinavia]—falco43@gmail.com
Larry Oliver [Advertising covers, medical-related]

—stamper77@gmail.com
Robert Omberg [Idaho p.h.] — Bob.Omberg@nlrb.gov
Kevin O’Reilly [NWT, Yukon & Labrador; US APOs in Canada]

— kor@theedge.ca
Osborne, Cathleen [Bells] — rickcath@wavecable.com
Steve Pacetti [1861 1c, Hawaii, Prexies, CO postal history]

— sbp57@comcast.net
Dennis Pack [Sub-station postmarks; Utah ph, USCG]

— packd@hbci.com
Ray Palmer [OR: Yamhill, Polk Counties] — rpalmer@onlinemac.com
Dr. Everett L. Parker [Pitcairn, Canada, Maine]— eparker@hughes.net 
Alan Parsons [US, UN, NY: Steuben, Schuyler & Chemung counties]

— alatholleyrd@aol.com
Norman Pence [OK & Indian Territory] — norpen@hotmail.com
Randy Pence [Yangtze River Patrol; WWI medical]

— catclan@earthlink.net
Richard Pesot [ID, Mauritius, Tibet, U.S. 1869, Classic U.S.]

—rpesot@ajlewiscorp.com]
Paul E. Petosky [Ml; US & Can p.o.s on pcs] \

—paul_petosky@yahoo.com
Website: http://postmarks.grandmaraismichigan.com/

Kenneth A. Pitt [Dealer. Collects L.I., NY, DPOs to 1870, Pioneer post 
cards] — kenpitt@verizon.net

Hans Pohler [Ohio postal history, Germany, military]
— hpohler@juno.com

John Pollard [jopol@shaw.ca] — Censored (civil & military)
Elwood Poore [DPOs, Auxiliary Markings] — woody-poore@msn.com
Thomas Post [IL-Railways,U.S. Canada, Luxembourg]

—tompost48@gmail.com
Charles Powers — cpowers@powent.com
Stephen Prigozy [Telegraph & electrical covers] — prigozys@aol.com
Robert Quintero [Detroit Mail Boat/Detroit River Sta 1895-Current]

— qover@comcast.net
Robert D. Rawlins [naval covers] — rawlins@sonic.net
Mark Reasoner [Ohio] mreasone@columbus.rr.com
N.L. Rasmussen [WY Territory, VA; Tunisia,]

—nrasmu@digitalconnections.net
Frank Reischerl [US postal history] — freischerl@cox.net
Thomas Richards [Movie star mail]— thomasr1@ohiodominican.edu 
Martin Richardson [OH & IL ph, off sealed, Local posts]

— martinR362@aol.com
Thomas Richardson [North Carolina P.H., APOs]

— stamps@northstate.net
Al Ring [Arizona postal history] — ringal@comcast.net
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Norm Ritchie [CO, UT, AZ & NM p.history + all US/Canada 
postmarks]— mnp123@comcast.net

Linda Roberts [UT: Park City PMs, PCs, stocks,Tokens,stereoviews, 
bottles, etc] — robertsfamly@earthlink.net

William B. Robinson [Dealer; collects Wl postal history] 
—wbrob@hotmail.com

Julius Rockwell [Alaska] — juliusro@alaska.net
Gilbert M. Roderick [Dealer. Downeast Stamps. Collects Straight line 

stampless, cameo advertising, Maine p.h.] — destamps@acadia.net
James E. Rogers [VT machine canels, NH & ME flags] 

—J_Rogers@juno.com
Robert C. Roland [post cards, postal history, U.S.]

— robt.roland@sbcglobal.net
Romanelli, Paul [bkjacks on cvr; VT, ME p hist.]

— docRCMA2000@yahoo.com
Robert G. Rose [New Jersey p.h.] — rrose@daypitney.com
Hal Ross [Kansas Territorials & postmarks] — halross@sbcglobal.net
Art Rupert [Rural Branches & Stations, CPO] — aerupert@bentonrea.com
Roger Rydberg [Colorado postal history] — rrydberg5@comcast.net
Bill Sammis [US Express Company labels, stamps & covers]

— cds13@cornell.edu
William Sandrik [Disinfected mail, Austrian Lloyd]

— sandrik42@verizon.net
Ken Sanford [Air Crash, Train, & Ship Wreck Covers] 

—kaerophil@gmail.com
A.J. Savakis [Ohio-machines] — mcsforum@embarqmail.com
Robert Scales [western states, crashes, Doanes, Expos] 

—bscales@bak.rr.com
Allan Schefer [U.S. foreign mails 1861-1870; fancy cancels, 3c US 1861, 

Bicycle ad cvrs & pcs, France 1871-75 ceres issue, prex]
—schef21 n@netscape.net

Henry B. Scheuer .[U.S. FDCs, pre-1935] — hscheuer@jmsonline.com
Steve Schmale [Dealer.Collects Placer, Tahoe real photo postcards]

— outweststeve@ftcnet.net
Dennis W. Schmidt [US Off postal stationery/covers]

— officials2001@yahoo.com
Fred Schmitt [Dealer] — fred@fredschmitt.com & 

http://www.fredschmitt.com
Robert Schultz [Missouri postal history]— schulhstry@aol.com 

www.civilwar.org
Joseph Sedivy [1909 cners-cover&card; RPO, Chi stcars] 

—JNJSED717@aol.com
Larry R. Sell [postal history/banknotes,1861,1902’s]

— Iarrysell@infoblvd.net
Mike Senta [Alaska postal history] — msenta@mtaonline.net
Michael Serdy [Western Express] hmbgc15@comcast.net
Norman Shachat [Phila. & Bucks Co. PH] — nshachat@msn.com
Edwin H. Shane [Philippines, WWII military PI, masonic, Computers]

— edmarshane@earthlink.net
Robert Shaub[PA:York Co; MD.BaltimoreCo— r_shaub351@live.com
Terry Shaw [Alaska; Early Airmail] — cgsarchxx@aol.com
Richard Sheaff [Illustrated ad covers; NH-Cornish Flat; MA-Ballardvale] 
—dicksheaff@cox.net & www.sheaff-ephemera.com
Timothy M. Sheehan [NM Territorial ph]—timsheehan505@gmail.com
Steve Sheppard [World’s Columbian Expo] — xpo93@aol.com
Dan Sherman [settlement of post-civil war West]

— dsherman@oikosmedia.com
Lawrence Sherman [WWII-Foreign Destinations; APO at Washington 

Monument 1943; Bolivia & Peru up to 1940; Chili Centennial issues, 
19101] — larrysherman@san.rr.com

David J. Simmons [Israel,Palestine,Gaza; U.S. Seaboard, Worcester 
MA] — dsim465835@cs.com

Ed Siskin [U.S. Colonial, WWI, Free Franks] - jeananded@comcast.net
Cas Skrzypczak [pre WWII & WWII Naval Air Stations]

— casimirs@msn.com
Richard Small [Machine cancels, post offices]

— rsmall003@comcast.net
& http://hometown.aol.com/rsmall9293/mcfmain.htm

R. J. “Jack” Smalling [IA DPOs; baseball autogrs]
— jack@baseballaddresses.com

Chet Smith [US post offices; branches & stations] — cms@psu.edu

Jack M. Smith, Sr. [Texas DPOs; TX Doane Co-ordinator] ■«
— jandd@tstar.net

Thomas Smith [Mississippi, DPO & RMS] —thswe54bwc@gmail.com 
Fred Smyithe — fredabet@paulbunyan.net
Gus Spector [PA ad covers & postal history] gspec56@aol.com 
Jessie Spector [US postal history] — Jesse.Spector@verizon.net 
Anita Sprankle [Northcentral PA DPOs] — lysprank@aol.com 
Ken Stach [Dakota & Nebraska territories] — kstach@santel.net 
Kurt Stauffer [WWII P0W mail & military]— kastauffer@aol.com 
John Steele [IL postal history] — john_steele_578@comcast.net 
Steidley, K.David [Series of 1902; Airmail; Am Express]

— steidley@nac.net
Rex H. “Jim” Stever [Republic of Texas] — rhstever@hotmail.com 
Seymour B. Stiss (Chicago & IL postal history)—sbstiss@msn.com 
Robert Stoldal [Nevada p.h. & Airmail; 774] — stoldal@cox.net 
Greg Stone [19“' C postal history, esp Ml] — michcovers@ec.rr.com 
David L. Straight [Pneumatic mail; St. Louis, USPO forms]

— dls@wustl.edu
Bill Strauss [Texas] — baagrade@aol.com
Howard P. Strohn [CA: Monterey & San Benito Co]

— howardpstrohn@mybluelight.com
Marc Stromberg [Blood’s Despatch, CA: Alameda, C.Costa co.s; Ships 

of Pearl Harbor & Clipper Mail]—marcsellshomes@msn.com
Bob Summerell [General PH, postal stationery, early cinema/theatre 

deltiology] — kusummer@aol.com
Greg Sutherland [Dealer: Freeman’s philatelic literature] 

—gregfreecoax.nethttp://www.gregfree.com
Robert Svoboda [Montana postal history]— SVOBODA7@aol.com
Bob Swanson [WWI p.h.] — rds@swansongrp.com & 

www.swansongrp.com/posthist.html
Bill Tatham [California] — wtatham@charter.net
Michael Taugher [So Cal-LA, Ventura, San Diego counties; Scandanavia 

Baltic) — mtaugher@aol.com
Stephen T. Taylor [Dealer: US postal history]— info@stephentaylor.co.uk 

www.stephentaylor.co.uk
Gerry Tenney [Wash,Franklins & Prx, Westch &Ulster Co NY, C23’s com 

use; Cancels on banknots off cover,— gtenney@earthlink.net
The Collectors Club — (New York) collectorsclub@nac.net 
David Thompson [Wisconsin p.h.] — thompdae@msn.com
Don Thompson [Stampless NH, MA, FL] — thomcat7405@aol.com 
Theodor Teichgraber — tpateich@cox.net
James Tigner, Jr. [RPOs, ship cancels] — oldbayline@hotmail.com 
Don Tocher [19th Century US] — dontocher@earthlink.net

http://www.postalnet.com/dontocher/
Allan Tomey [frontier military forts (post Civil War), war of 1812, esp 

Naval]— tomey76@gmail.com
Jonathan Topper [Airmails, RPOs, APOs]— jctopper@swbell.net
Bob Trachimowicz [Worcester, Mass. P.history; Wesson Tobs of 

Worcester] — track@alum.wpi.edu
William Treat [CO: Clear Creek, Gilpin & Jefferson counties 1850s- 

1930s] —jtsouthwest@msn.com
Kenneth Trettin [IA: Floyd Co.&Rockford] — hogman@onnitelcom.com 
Tom Turner [Alabama postal history] — turnertomp@aol.com
Tom Unterberger [Wl: Douglas County] — unterberger@chartermi.net 
Jorge Vega-Rivera [Puerto Rico: 19*' Century Maritime Mail & Spanish

American War 1898-1902] —portovega8@yahoo.com
George P. Wagner [US p.history-interesting uses-small banknotes to 

modern^™1 & 4th Bureau, Wash-Frank, Prex, Liberty]
— gpwwauk@aol.com

Tim Wait [IL: Boone Co, Wa Bicentenneal 1932, Spec Deliv Bicycle 
Airmail Special Deliv combo] — t.wait@comcast.net

Jim Walker [NJ: Corvells Ferry Stamp Club. Collects Huntondon Co, NJ 
& Bucks Co, PA postal history] — jiwalker@embarqmail.com

W. Danforth Walker [MD: Baltimore, Howard Co., British Commonwealth 
postal history & stamps]— dan@insurecollectibles.com

Charles Wallis [OK & Indian Territory] — cobweb2006@sbcglobal.net
Lauck Walton [Early US machine cancels, unusual usages on postal 

cards, C&D, county & postmaster cancels] — jwalton@shentel.net
Ron Wankel [Nebraska & WWII APOs on #UC9]

— margiegurley@aol.com

Continued on page 37

mailto:mnp123@comcast.net
mailto:robertsfamly@earthlink.net
mailto:wbrob@hotmail.com
mailto:juliusro@alaska.net
mailto:destamps@acadia.net
mailto:J_Rogers@juno.com
mailto:robt.roland@sbcglobal.net
mailto:docRCMA2000@yahoo.com
mailto:rrose@daypitney.com
mailto:halross@sbcglobal.net
mailto:aerupert@bentonrea.com
mailto:rrydberg5@comcast.net
mailto:cds13@cornell.edu
mailto:sandrik42@verizon.net
mailto:kaerophil@gmail.com
mailto:mcsforum@embarqmail.com
mailto:bscales@bak.rr.com
mailto:n@netscape.net
mailto:hscheuer@jmsonline.com
mailto:outweststeve@ftcnet.net
mailto:officials2001@yahoo.com
mailto:fred@fredschmitt.com
http://www.fredschmitt.com
mailto:schulhstry@aol.com
http://www.civilwar.org
mailto:JNJSED717@aol.com
mailto:Iarrysell@infoblvd.net
mailto:msenta@mtaonline.net
mailto:hmbgc15@comcast.net
mailto:nshachat@msn.com
mailto:edmarshane@earthlink.net
mailto:r_shaub351@live.com
mailto:cgsarchxx@aol.com
mailto:dicksheaff@cox.net
http://www.sheaff-ephemera.com
mailto:timsheehan505@gmail.com
mailto:xpo93@aol.com
mailto:dsherman@oikosmedia.com
mailto:larrysherman@san.rr.com
mailto:dsim465835@cs.com
mailto:jeananded@comcast.net
mailto:casimirs@msn.com
mailto:rsmall003@comcast.net
http://hometown.aol.com/rsmall9293/mcfmain.htm
mailto:jack@baseballaddresses.com
mailto:cms@psu.edu
mailto:jandd@tstar.net
mailto:thswe54bwc@gmail.com
mailto:fredabet@paulbunyan.net
mailto:gspec56@aol.com
mailto:Jesse.Spector@verizon.net
mailto:lysprank@aol.com
mailto:kstach@santel.net
mailto:kastauffer@aol.com
mailto:john_steele_578@comcast.net
mailto:steidley@nac.net
mailto:rhstever@hotmail.com
mailto:sbstiss@msn.com
mailto:stoldal@cox.net
mailto:michcovers@ec.rr.com
mailto:dls@wustl.edu
mailto:baagrade@aol.com
mailto:howardpstrohn@mybluelight.com
mailto:marcsellshomes@msn.com
mailto:kusummer@aol.com
%25e2%2580%2594gregfreecoax.nethttp://www.gregfree.com
mailto:SVOBODA7@aol.com
mailto:rds@swansongrp.com
http://www.swansongrp.com/posthist.html
mailto:wtatham@charter.net
mailto:mtaugher@aol.com
mailto:info@stephentaylor.co.uk
http://www.stephentaylor.co.uk
mailto:gtenney@earthlink.net
mailto:collectorsclub@nac.net
mailto:thompdae@msn.com
mailto:thomcat7405@aol.com
mailto:tpateich@cox.net
mailto:oldbayline@hotmail.com
mailto:dontocher@earthlink.net
http://www.postalnet.com/dontocher/
mailto:tomey76@gmail.com
mailto:jctopper@swbell.net
mailto:track@alum.wpi.edu
mailto:jtsouthwest@msn.com
mailto:hogman@onnitelcom.com
mailto:turnertomp@aol.com
mailto:unterberger@chartermi.net
mailto:portovega8@yahoo.com
mailto:gpwwauk@aol.com
mailto:t.wait@comcast.net
mailto:jiwalker@embarqmail.com
mailto:dan@insurecollectibles.com
mailto:cobweb2006@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jwalton@shentel.net
mailto:margiegurley@aol.com


Summer 2010

WEST POINT LETTERS ~ 1833-34
by Jean R. Walton

Four stampless folded letters came my way many years ago when I thought I might expand my collecting 
interests beyond its parameters of New Jersey postal history. I have always been drawn to letters that tell 
stories. Some such letters with no New Jersey interest I have passed on to other collectors to explore and 
research, but these I kept holding back-unable to quite grasp the whole picture, but intrigued by the possibilities. 
So these crumbling letters remain in my possession.
The note accompanying them said only “the Kibby correspondence, 4 letters from a cadet to his sister, West 
Point, NY 1833-34.” This seriously understates the contents.

The postmarks are all light red West Point cds cancels, only one dark enough to see easily. And all are paid at 
18% cents - the rate for 150 to 400 miles in 1833 and 1834. The letters are addressed to Westfield, NY,

Chautauqua County, and Clinton, NY, Oneida County. Philatelically not overwhelming 
finds, but historically, these letters open windows on the world at West Point in the 
1830s.

For a long time I had difficulty even identifying the writer, as he signed himself only E. 
Kibby or Cadet Kibby. With some help from Jim Milleratwww.philgen.org, (the Philatelic 
Genealogy website) who helped me access old military records, I now knew that this 
Kibby’s first name was Epaphras, and although bom in Missouri, he had been appointed

from Ohio to the Military Academy. His Cullum number - a number given to all West Point graduates by which 
some biographical information on them is kept - was 756. He entered West Point in 1830, which meant my 
first letter was written mid-year of his third year at West Point, soon after the January examination period.

Note: This article originally appeared in the March 2010 issue of New York’s Empire State Philatelist in a slightly 
abbreviatedformat. We are grateful to the publisher of the Empire State Philatelist  for permission to reprint the 
article in La Posta.

http://www.philgen.org
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The beginning of that first letter follows:

have thrown myself on my hard bed, to snatch a few moments repose,
and conjure up sweet visions of bliss and magic beauty, but alas they

West Point, Jan'y 19,1833 
My Dear Sister,
The long agony is over, and the January examination is numbered 
amongst the things that were. You would willingly pardon me for not 
writing to you sooner if you only knew with what intensity I have had to 
apply myself to the many studies embraced in this year's course. All my 
previous studies were but play compared to them. I can probably give 
you no better idea of the incessant and undivided attention they 
require, than by telling you I have not had time to even think of the 
Ladies for the last 4 weeks!!!!!! I have scarcely stirred from my room 
during that time, and after poring over the midnight lamp, until the 
stars grew dim, and the broad red sun was mounting up from the 
golden east to gild with gorgeous dye the purple banner of the morn, I

would no longer come at my bidding, my mind would still be haunted 
with a ghastly train of acids and alkalies, levers and pullies, suns and 
stars, moons and comets. It's all safely over for the present...

This was followed a bit later with the following:

I am much obliged to you for your good wishes but Christmas is any thing 
but a merry time with us. It is too near the examination. How hard it is to 
be shut up like a nun in a little room 12 feet by 10, with a book and a 
candle at that merry season, when sweet lips are smacking, sleigh bells 
jingling, fairy feet pounding, and witching eyes glancing.

And finally, "I am quite a connoisseur of lips. I do not chew, drink or smoke on purpose to induce the girls to 
let me kiss them!... Give my love to your family and tell your father I will write to him...." At this point I had 
begun to seriously doubt that Epaphras was writing to his sister. Otherwise, why not “our father” and “our 
family?” And the language is more flirtatious than familial. Who was this mysterious Missouri Ann Kibby 
[which, in one case, he spells Kibbe]. Wouldn’t her father be his father?
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This required some serious genealogical research.

That resulted in the discovery that Epaphras was the son of Rachel Stites (whose father had been one of the 
original settlers in the settlement that is now Cincinnati), and Timothy Kibby. This was a second marriage for 
Timothy, his first wife having died in 1796. After their marriage in 1798, Timothy and Rachel moved to St. 
Charles, Missouri where Timothy was a Major and then Colonel in command of the St. Charles militia and 
Colonel Kibby’s Rangers, in the wars against the Indians, and where all but their first child was bom. Timothy 
Kibby died in 1813, and the family returned to Ohio. Epaphras, bom in October of 1810, was the fourth of five 
children, and did in fact have an older sister named Missouri A., bom in St. Charles in 1808. By 1833, she was 
married to Southwell Royes, and was a mother of one son. Other language in these effusive letters would have 
led me to believe this “brother-sister” relationship was verging on incestuous, and this still did not sit quite right, 
considering the ages and situations of the people involved.

A little more attention to the letters found this note, in the third: "Haveyou ever wished, when weeping, that 
I was there to relieve you, not as knights of old even wont to relieve distressed damsels with closed visor 
and winched lance, but by pure warm kisses - kisses of brotherly, or what is a little warmer and no less 
pure, of cousinly love? Come write to me, and make me yourfather confessor, no not father, (I am not old 
enough for that yet) but brother confessor." Ah ha! - so perhaps a cousin! And then another comment, 
"Brother Norman has not yet arrived here .... ” But Epaphras did not have a brother Norman. Was he using 
the title casually?

So back to genealogy sites and additional searches, to find that Epaphras did indeed have a half-brother 
Norman, by his father’s first wife, bom in 1790. Norman married in 1811, and lived in Westfield, NY (where, 
coincidentally, he was the first postmaster at Magnolia, NY, on the west shore of Chautauqua Lake in 1826). 
And hence the discovery of his daughter, Missouri Ann Kibbe, bom at Westmoreland, NY on April 23,1815, 
daughter of Norman and Electa Kibbe. So now our two original players are more or less complete; Brother 
Norman is a half-brother, making this Missouri Ann, his daughter, a “half-niece,” about 17 years old at the 
writing of these letters.

West Point, at this time, was a somewhat different institution than it is today. Founded under the Jefferson 
administration in 1802, it offered a government-funded education to boys from all walks of life and from all 
sections of the country, with the purpose of preparing them to serve as officers in the Military, just as it is today. 
It was, however, until 1866, under the purview of the Corps of Engineers.

Military Service also must be viewed through the window of history. It comprised much more than military 
encounters with foreign enemies. The Military was responsible for building our still new nation and the creation 
and maintenance of our frontier defenses - in the East and South, this involved harbor installations and coastal 
fortifications. In the West it meant the protection of settlers as the country expanded. It encompassed surveying 
and mapping of uncharted lands, and the establishment of routes for roads, canals, and railroads (as they 
developed).
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While originally West Point focused on the art of war, as it matured, the direction was much more on the 
science of war - at least at this time - and on developing the officers who were prepared in the necessary 
fields of science and mathematics.

1837 Steel engraving of West Point, byArnout, Traversier.

A cadet at West Point would see service upon graduation in either the Corps of Engineers, the general or 
administrative services, or on the line - cavalry, artillery, etc. The Corps of Engineers was reserved for the best 
and brightest, as it encompassed a greater grasp of sciences and mathematics, as well as an understanding of 
armaments. It was also regarded with some envy by those students slated for field duty, as members of the 
Corps enjoyed postings for the most part in more urban settings and less dangerous missions than those headed 
to remote postings across the west, or military encounters such as the Seminole Wars or the Mexican War. In 
addition, a Corps member’s education and background gave him a significant leg up if leaving military service, 
for engineers were both in demand and well paid in our developing county.

West Point offered a regimented education, with little room for frivolity, but occasional glimpses are seen in this 
correspondence. The second letter describes a visit to the Point by a young English actress and writer, celebrated 
at the time, Miss Fannie Kemble. Epaphras describes this to Missouri Ann:
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What with my short leave to my relations in Schoharie County and our cotillion 
parties and grand ball, I have spent a delightful encampment. I have made many 
charming acquaintances, and some sweet friends, among the many who have visited the 
Point this summer. There has been no want of them this season; the whole place has 
been thronged with them since June last from all parts of the United Stated, and even 
from Europe. I had the honor of dancing with the celebrated Miss Fanny Kemble, the 
inimitable actress and divine poetess as the editor of Blackwell's Magazine calls her. And 
what renders it more distinguishing, I was the only one among the cadets who dared to 
aspire so high. Our acquaintance commenced rather singularly. I was firing the 24 
pounder at a target across the river, when I heard a lady standing near express a desire 
to touch it off. I blocked the wheel so the recoil could not hurt her, and showed her the 
manner of doing it without danger, lighted the port fire for her, and allowed her to gratify 
her curiosity, although somewhat at the expense of her nerves, strong as they were. I 
found afterward that the lady was Miss Kemble. Passing through the gay crowd at our 
ball, the same lady bowed to me very graciously, which I of course returned and 
approached her. And entered into conversation with, and danced with her. I can't tell 
you the pleasant adventures I have met with this time. But I will resume the subject when 
I have nothing else to write about. Brother Norman has not yet arrived here but I am....
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Fraces Anne Kemble 
1835 B. 1809, d. 1893

One can hardly blame Cadet Kibby for basking in his success. Miss Fannie Kemble herself describes her visit 
to West Point in that year (1833, when she was about 24 years old):

Monday, 1st July
Major____ , and Mr.____ , came over from West Point; they were going to
prove some cannon, that had not yet been fired, and some time passed in the 
various preparations for so doing. At length we were summoned down to the 
water side, to see the success of the experiment. The cannon lay obliquely, 
one behind the other, at intervals of about six yards, along the curve line of 
the little bay; their muzzles pointed to the high gravelly bank, into which they 
fired. The guns were double loaded with very heavy charges, and as soon as 
we were safely placed so as to see and hear, they were fired. The sound was 
glorious: the first heavy peal, and then echo after echo, as they rimbombavano 
among the answering hills, who growled aloud at the stern voice waking their 
still, and noon day's deep repose. I pushed out in the boat from shore to see 
the thick curtain of smoke, as it rolled its silver, and brassy, and black volumes 
over the woody mountain sides; parting in jagged rents as it rose, through 
which the vivid green and blessed sky smiled in their peaceful loneliness. 
They ended in discharging all the cannon at once, which made a most glorious

row, and kept the mountains grumbling with its echoes for some minutes after the discharge. All the 
pieces were sound, which was highly satisfactory; as upon each one that flaws in the firing, Mr.----- loses
the cost of the piece."

No mention of herself actually firing a cannon, or a ball, but the girl Epaphras describes closely resembles the 
picture she draws of herself in her Journals. Her description of arriving by boat on a visit the previous year to 
West Point is evocative:

At every moment the scene varied; at every moment new beauty and grandeur was revealed to us; at every 
moment the delicious lights and shadows fell with richer depth and brightness upon higher openings into 
the mountains, and fairer bends of the glorious river. At about a quarter to eleven the buildings of West 
Point were seen, perched upon the rock side, overhanging the ...Hudson and its shores; and towering high 
beyond them all, the giant hills,... We left the boat, or rather she left us, and presently we saw her holding 
her course far up the bright water, and between the hills; where, framed by the dark mountains with the 
sapphire stream below and the sapphire sky above, lay the bright little town of Newburgh, with its white 
buildings glittering in the sunshine.

We toiled up the ascent, which... was a sufficiently fatiguing undertaking under the unclouded weather 
and over the unshaded downs that form the parade ground for the cadets. West Point is a military 
establishment containing some two hundred and fifty pupils; who are here educated for the army under 
the superintendence of experienced officers. The buildings, in which they reside and pursue their various 
studies, stand upon a grassy knoll holding the top of the rocky bank of the river, and commanding a most 
enchanting view of its course. They are not particularly extensive; but commodious and well ordered. ... I 
presently outstripped our party, guide and all, and began pursuing my upward path. ...Looking down the 
opposite angle of the wall to that which I was previously coasting, I beheld the path I was then following 
break suddenly off, on the edge of a precipice several hundred feet down into the valley: it made me gulp 
to look at it.
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And of the students at West Point, she writes: "If the results answer to the means employed, the pupils of 
West Point ought to turn out accomplished scholars in every branch of human learning, as well as ripe 
soldiers and skilful engineers. Their course of education consists of almost every study within the range of 
man's capacity, and as the school discipline is unusually strict, their hours of labour many, and of recreation 
very few, they should be able to boast of many " wise men" among their number. However it is here, I 
imagine, as elsewhere; where studies are pursued laboriously for a length of time, variety becomes a 
necessary relief to the mental powers, and so far the multiplicity of objects of acquirement may be excused; 
but surely, to combine in the education of one youth, the elements of half a dozen sciences, each one of 
which would wear out a man's life in the full understanding of it, is not the best system of instruction. 
However, 'tis the one now universally adopted, and tends to give more smatterers in science, than scientific 
men to the world. The military part of their education is, however, what the pupils of West Point are most 
exercised in."

Returning to our letters, by the third letter, they are addressed to Missouri Ann at Clinton, NY, care of Mr. 
Kellogg, and Kibby commiserates with her feelings of homesickness.

The 3rd letter to Missouri Ann addressed to her as Kibbe. The Kibby names seems to have 
had many transformations, with Kibbe, Kibby, Kibbee, and Kibbey being used frequently 

interchangeably. But Epaphras's records are all as Kibby, while Missouri Ann's family 
seems to have adopted the Kibbe form.

Clinton, New York is home to Hamilton College, and in the days before public education, was also home to a 
large number of private seminaries, both male and female. One of those was the Young Ladies Domestic 
Seminary, opened by Hiram Kellogg in 1833, and it is apparently where Missouri Ann was continuing her 
education.

By Christmas of his senior year at West Point, Cadet Kibby seems somewhat more relaxed come Christmas, 
and writes the following:
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-----------------------------
I had quite a pleasant time on Christmas. I and some of the 
others went round serenading, and got lots of wine and cake 
etc. on Christmas eve, We had a good dinner next day, and I 
spent New Years & got a leave of absence and took a ride 
into the country, did have the good luck to find a kind of 
gathering among the mountains, and turned in for a regular 
country ball, which I enjoyed more perhaps than if it had 
been more refined, and ceremonious, I have got though my 
examination very well this time, and have risen considerably 
in my class...

By this time, he had risen to 7 in his class, and by the end of the semester, was graduated as a 2 
Lieutenant.

Nothing untoward seems to have come of his relationship with Missouri Ann. After his graduation in July of 
1834, he was stationed at Fort Trumbull, in New London, Connecticut, where he met and married, in 1835, 
Susan H. Burbeck of New London, the eldest daughter of General Henry Burbeck. Missouri Ann married 
William Hawkins in January 1836, a merchant in Mayville, NY, where they lived until 1855, then moved to 
New York City.

Soon after the completion of Fort Morgan, near Mobile, Alabama, Kibby was transferred there, where he 
served on Commissary and Quartermaster duty from 1835-37. In December of 1837 he resigned from the 
military. What motivated the resignation is unknown - staying in the military would probably have meant 
being sent to Florida for the Second Seminole War, and this might have held little appeal, as it did for many 
officers. He was also about to become a father - his daughter Gertrude was bom in January of 1838.

Kibby’s Cullum history indicates that he was still an agent of the U.S. Quartermaster Department, 1837-39, 
and served as an Asst. Adjutant General in the Alabama Militia from 1838-1839; he was also a junior editor 
of the “Mobile Register,” and City Engineer of Mobile, 1838-39. Unfortunately, on September 15,1839, 
shortly before his 29 birthday, Kibby died, and was buried with military honors. It appears his death was a 
result of the yellow fever epidemic that was raging in Mobile in the fall of 1839, a sad end to such an 
ebullient spirit. Susan travelled back North with her 2-year old daughter, giving birth to a son, Henry B., in 
New York City on January 29,1840. Unfortunately she died a few days later, and her children were raised 
by her family in New London.

Full text of the letters follows.
ENDNOTES:

' Cullum. G.W. -Biographical Register of the officers and graduates of the U.S. Military Academy, Vol. 1, 1802-1840, 
Published by D. van Nostrand, NY, 1868. Each graduate is assigned a number, by which is kept information on 
graduates of West Point. Kibby’s number in 756. ‘ Morrison, James L, Jr., “The Best School. ” West Point, 1833-1866, 
The Kent State University Press, Kent, Ohio, 1998.3 Roar, thunder — Ital. verb.4 Butler, Frances Anne, Journal 1832- 
34, in 2 Vols., Carey, Lea, and Blanchard, Philadelphia, 1835.
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Letter addressed to: Jan'y 19, (1833), NY
Missouri Ann Kibby P'mkd: West Point
Westfield Chautauqua Co. N.York 18%

From: Cadet. Kibby
West Point, Jan'y 19, 1833 

My Dear Sister,
The long agony is over, and the January examination is 
numbered amongst the things that were. You would 
willingly pardon me for not writing to you sooner if you 
only knew with what intensity I have had to apply myself 
to the many studies embraced in this year's course. All 
my previous studies were but play compared to them. I 
can probably give you no better idea of the incessant and 
undivided attention they require, than by telling you I 
have not had time to even think of the Ladies for the last 
4 weeks!!!!!! I have scarcely stirred from my room during 
that time, and after poring over the midnight lamp, until 
the stars grew dim, and the broad red sun was mounting 
up from the golden east to gild with gorgeous dye the 
purple banner of the morn, I have thrown myself on my 
hard bed, to snatch a few moments repose, and conjure 
up sweet visions of bliss and magic beauty but alas they 
would no longer come at my bidding, my mind would still 
be haunted with a ghastly train of acids and alkalies, 
Levers and pullies, suns and stars, moons and comets. 
It's all safely over for the present, however, and I feel very 
much relieved, I can allow my mind to wing its wildest 
sweetest flight for a day or two. I shall be obliged however 
to devote a great deal of time to my neglected 
correspondents, as I have not written an answertoa letter 
for more than a month. I do wish people would write to 
me without requiring an answer. It would enhance the 
value of the letter very much. What an extortionate girl 
you are to want two letters for one! I acknowledge they 
are worth two of mine, but you must recollect that mine 
require as much time and trouble as if they were the best.

Just think what pulling of hair it must require to get^n 
idea through this thick skull of mine. I am much obliged 
to you for your good wishes but Christmas is any thing 
but a merry time with us. It is too near the examination. 
How hard it is to be shut up like a nun in a little room 12 
feet by 10, with a book and a candle at that merry season, 
when sweet lips are smacking, sleigh bells jingling, fairy 
feet pounding, and witching eyes glancing. I could not 
study for a whole day after receiving your letter, thinking 
what pleasant times I should have if I were with you. No 
wonder hymen is making such a havoc amongst you. I 
should almost be tempted to perpetrate matrimony myself 
if I could romp and frolic with you a week, that is if I 
should not be preserved from it by the difficulty of making 
a choice. I almost know all the young ladies by name, 
although I recollect them all by appearance. Is that Miss 
Davis the one with the beautiful forehead and sparkling 
eye who lived near the creek, or is it the one with the soft, 
full lips who tried to escape being kissed by running from 
me at Mr. McWhorters? Pardon me for making a 
distinction, but they were the softest lips I ever pressed, 
and I have pressed a good many. I am quite a connoisseur 
of lips. I do not chew, drink or smoke on purpose to induce 
the girls to let me kiss them! Wish all much joy for me 
and give my love to all your family and tell your father I 
will write to him in a few days. I'll fetch you some music 
when I come to see you next time.
Cadet Kibby

To Sister Missouri
All well at home when I last heard. K.

A,*****rv

Letter addressed to: Sept 7,1833
Missouri Ann Kibby P'mkd: West Point, NY
Westfield Chautauqua Co. N.York 18%
From: Cadet. Kibby
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West Point, Sept.7,1833 
My Dear Sister,

You have written at last have you? I should like to see 
some of these half dozen letters you talk about as having 
to write to my one. If you think about scolding me, what 
do you suppose I ought to do to you? However, I will let 
this pass. We write to each other so seldom that it will 
not do to fill the sheet with reproaches etc. but prepare 
yourself for something dreadful when I get within reach 
of you. Why I'll kiss you till your lips are sore again!!! 
That is if you do not get a husband to protect you, before 
that time. And then I don't know what I shall do. You say it 
is my fault that we do not correspond more frequently! 
What a___________ whew! What was I going to say. Why
I just got your letter from the post office and here is the 
answer half written already. I was determined not to write 
until you had written. I believe it is the only way by which 
I can get a letter from you. You would let me write by the 
year before you would write in return.

What with my short leave to my relations in Schoharie 
County and our cotillion parties and grand ball, I have 
spent a delightful encampment. I have made many 
charming acquaintances, and some sweet friends, 
among the many who have visited the Point this 
summer. There had been no want of them this season; 
the whole place has been thronged with them since June 
last from all parts of the United Stated, and even from 
Europe. I had the honor of dancing with the celebrate 
Miss Fanny Kemble, the inimitable actress and divine 
poetess as the editor of Blackwell's Magazine calls her. 
And what renders it more distinguishing, I was the only 
one among the cadets who dares to aspire do high. Our 
acquaintance commenced rather singularly. I was firing 
the 24 pounder at a target across the river, when I 
heard a lady standing near express a desire to touch it 
off. I blocked the wheel so the recoil could not hurt her, 
and showed her the manner of doing it without danger, 
lighted the port fire for her, and allowed her to gratify 
her curiosity, although somewhat at the expense of her 
nerves, strong as they were. I found afterward that the 
lady was Miss Kemble. Passing through the gay crowd 
at our ball, the same lady bowed to me very graciously, 
which I of course returned and approached her. And 
entered into conversation with, and danced with her. I 
can't tell you the pleasant adventures I have met with 
this time. But I will resume the subject when I have

nothing else to write about. ,

Brother Norman has not yet arrived here but I am anxiously 
looking for him every day. I also expect Cousin Daniel and 
his lady and her sister every steamboat that comes down. 
There were to have been here at our ball, but they have 
disappointed me for some reason or other. I hope your 
father and they may meet here, it would be very gratifying 
to all. The doctor has got the finest little wife in the world. 
She is cross eyed though. Could you not come and see 
them and me next spring? You would be delighted with 
them and me. At least you would be delighted with this 
place and the corps of Cadets. You must beware of those 
weddings if you wish to see Cincinnati. It is very catching. 
However, you have stood so long that I being to have hopes 
that I shall my sweet sis for a compagnon du voyage in ten 
short months. Only think of that. We are in barracks again, 
and I am hard at work at my last year's course. What times 
we shall have if that rogue cupid lets your dear little heart 
alone for a twelve month. I have heard from home not long 
since. They were all in usual health. The Cholera has 
almost entirely abated. Give my love to your mother and 
sisters and all the pretty girls, and write to me soon, and 
tell me all about your thoughts and wishes, and dat dreams 
etc etc.
Adieu, yours affectionately

Cadet Kibby

To Sister Missouri
Z\z Sjc * * zx*

Letter addressed to: Nov 17, 1833
Missouri Ann Kibbe P'mkd: West Point, NY
Clinton Oneida Co. N.York PAID 18%
Care of Mr. Kellogg
From: E. Kibby
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U.S. M. Academy West Point, Nov. 10th
Dear Sister,
Have you recovered from your attack of home 
recollections, and become reconciled to your banishment 
from dear Westfield? Did my dose of Philosophy or 
affectionate sympathy relieve you any? Have you ever 
wished, when weeping, that I was there to relieve you, not 
as knights of old even wont to relieve distressed damsels 
with closed visor and [winched?] lance, but by pure warm 
kisses - kisses of brotherly, or what is a little warmer and 
no less pure, of cousinly love? Come write to me, and 
make me your father confessor, no not father, (I am not 
old enough for that yet) but brother confessor. I will not 
impose a very heavy penance, only a kiss or two extra, 
when we do meet.

My dear sister, this is the strongest proof of this affection 
I entertain for you, that I would possibly give you. It is the 
first time I have ever written two letters for one. Do you 
fully appreciate the value this flattering distinction!!!! 
And the strength and fervor of this love which could induce 
me to make such stupendous exertions to amuse and 
reconcile you to your hard lot. I think if you should 
mention it to some of the pretty girls which no doubt 
surround you, they would wish to gain that stronger 
warmer love of one who could do so much for a sister. By 
the bye, I wish you would tell me about some of them, and 
whether they love soldiers or not. Sister, there is another 
question I want to ask, though you may have a delicacy in 
answering it, as it involves my opinion of the divinity and 
ethereality of pretty women. I have seen stated in several 
novels lately, that boarding school misses savored a bread 
and butter - indeed, one author, a lady too, the shocking 
woman, calls a boarding school a bread and buttery!!!!!!! 
As if the little angels of blushing seventeen, who 
condescended to visit this dull real earth, to enliven with 
their sparkling eyes, and render our sojourn on it tolerable 
by their sweet smiles, ever eat anything. Now they don't 
eat bread and butter, do they, sis? I am impatient to have 
your refutation to this horrid calumny. If it be so, alas for 
all my day dreams. Only think of two pouting ruby lips 
being parted by such a rude barrier. Such sweet friends 
should be separated only by sugar breath, with low soft 
words of love. Whilst on the subject of bread and butter, 
I will inform you in confidence, that we dispatch immense 
quantities of it here, but then we have to drill hard 
and study hard, and we are soldiers and not angels. I 
hope you won't tell the other girls that soldiers are not 
angels, and tell me the truth as unreservedly as I have 
you about the bread and butter.

Now sister, I have given you the benefit of my advice, 
philosophy, love and nonsense, which I hope will prevent 
you becoming homesick again, at least so much so as to 
render you unhappy. We ought to clothe our feelings as 
we do our bodies, and not let every blast that sweeps 
over them pierce to the heart. I love sensibility, especially 
in a woman, but in this cold selfish world, we should not 
indulge them too much. There are too many blasts, to lay 
them open and expose them to every one that comes. There 
are a plenty that will pierce the thickest shield that 
stoicism can throw around us. But a truce to moralizing 
it will come with a bad grace after so much nonsense.

Write to me at the first opportunity. I have received letters 
from home and from cousin Camille since I wrote to you. 
That from home left them in usual health. The one from 
the Doctor stated that he had just recovered from a long 
an severe indisposition, and related the death of my little 
cousin Kirkland by whooping cough. I have not heard 
from your father.
Yours affectionately, E. Kibby

To Miss Kibby U.S. Corps Engineers
Clinton Corps of Bread and Butter
P.S. Mr. Teale tells me his sisters have returned 
home from Waterville. Have you seen them?

Letter addressed to: 
Missouri Ann Kibby 
Clinton Oneida Co. N.York 
Care of Mr. Kellogg
From: Cadet. E. Kibby

Jan'y 21, (1834)
P'mkd: West Point, NY

18%
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West Point, Jan'y 21, 1834 
My Dear Sister,

I am afraid you have begun to think I have forgotten you. 
It is far from being the case however. I have been so busy 
pumping for the examination and getting through with it 
that I have scarcely had time to think of the fairer part of 

th 

emotion since I received your kind letter of the 4 Dec. 
Even my dreams which generally lead me to some sweet 
spot of paradise filled with bright- eyed Houris, have 
been crammed with cannon and carbonates, Pennons and 
Parley, bombs and Blais, muskets and masonry, fortresses 
and field works, ad infinitum. So you must forgive me for 
not writing sooner. You know very well it must have been 
something very urgent that would thus drive all the sweet 
girls out of my head for a whole month. Besides you were 
very negligent or as you say very merciful in answering 
my last letter, and moreover it seems I have exerted all 
my powers of philosophy and nonsense in vain, and that 
you still long for your dear native house, with all a 
woman's yearning for that which she loves, and still smile 
and weep like an April day whenever you get a letter from 
there!

Well! Though it is not very flattering to me, I like you the 
better for it. It shows you to be a true and tender hearted 
women, the noblest attributes of your sex. You know it is 
my favorite theory that sweet woman will cling to that on 
which she has placed her affections in spite of the cold 
maxims of Philosophy and reason. Dark and dreary indeed 
would be our lot if they deserted us when the world [ ], or 
withheld their warm smile and bright glance when fortune 
looked coldly on us. I am therefore more gratified at one 
proof of the correctness of my theory, and at finding you 
a woman, than mortified at my wanting the power of 
pleasing.

Tell me your opinion of my theory in your next, will 
you? I know some say you are as fickle as the wind, as 
changeable as the chameleon, but that is only when you 
do not really love, is it not? Only when your love of 
conquest, or some reckless wight's vanity had led him 
to believe you are deeply in love with him and are to be 
had for falling at your feet and the asking, and then 
you, with well figured astonishment and anger chide 
him for his presumption and order him to leave you 
and never dare come in your presence again, etc. etc. 0 
shocking! I know I shall never dare pop the question, 
with such a possibility handing over my head and the 
certainly of being laughed at into the bargain.

Can't you tell me some sure way of arriving at a lady's 
sentiments without such a risk? I know they say a lady's 
love resides in her eyes but though I have perused many 
of those cupid journals, I have never read anything there 
that would induce me to commit my bargain of happiness 
to their mercy especially if they were at all mischievous.

I had quite a pleasant time on Christmas. I and some of 
the others went round serenading, and got lots of wine 
and cake etc. on Christmas eve, We had a good dinner 
next day, and I spent New Years & got a leave of absence 
and took a ride into the country, did have the good luck to 
find a kind of gathering among the mountains, and turned 
in for a regular country ball, which I enjoyed more perhaps 
than if it had been more refined, and ceremonious, I have 
got though my examination very well this time, and have 
risen considerably in my class, and what is more have 
but one more to get through with, when I shall come and 
claim all those kisses you have kept for me. I have not 
heard from your father for a long time. I wrote him a 
letter the other day which he will probably answer soon.

I have not heard from Cousin David either, for some time. 
Has he paid you the expected visit yet? He has a very 
amiable and kind little wife.

They must keep you very close indeed if you cannot laugh 
when you wish. We'll have a hearty laugh together to 
make up for it when we meet. I am very glad those pretty 
girls with you love soldiers. You may give them my love in 
return if they will have it, and tell them I would be very 
happy to gratify their curiosity by exhibiting myself to 
them but that I suspect they have formed a better opinion 
of me, from your representation, that I should be able to 
impress then with in propria persona.

These young ladies of whom you wrote have returned home 
from school, and are now in Syracuse. However you seem 
to prize the society of those two young collegians more 
than all the ladies in your school, so you will not miss 
the absence of Miss Leads. What a shocking taste you 
must have to prefer the society of gentlemen to that of 
ladies! Perhaps, though. I should do the same were I a 
woman.
Adieu! Yours affectionately, Cadet E. Kibby
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The Postmasters General of the United States

WillH. Hays

XLVL Will H. Hays, 1921-1922

by Daniel Y. Meschter

Will Hays was the first of two short term postmasters 
general following Albert Burleson’s long tenure and 
the first of three appointed by President Warren G. 
Harding. Peculiarly, both Hays and his successor, 
Hubert Work, differed from many of their 
peers who regarded any cabinet appoint­
ment as the high point of their public ca­
reers. At just over forty, it was little more 
than an introduction to almost twenty-five 
years of fame and controversy during which 
Hays’ detractors liked to denigrate him as 
a “do gooder.” Thus his year as postmas­
ter general was almost inconsequential com­
pared to his contribution to American cul­
ture1.

William Harrison Hays was bom on No­
vember 5,1879 in Sullivan, Indiana, the son of John T. 
Hays, a lawyer. His parents were devout Presbyteri­
ans who imbued their son with mid west small town 
values that served him well in the years to come. He 
almost always went by “Will” throughout his life.

Will was educated in local schools and graduated from 
Wabash College in 1900. At the same time he studied 
law with his father. He was admitted to the bar as 
soon as he came of age, also in 1900, and entered his 
father’s law firm. He completed a Master of Arts de­
gree in 1904.

He at once became active in politics as a member of 
the Republican Party. For the next eighteen years he 
served virtually continuously on local, state, and na­
tional party committees, often as chairman, culminat­
ing with his election as Chairman of the Republican 
National Committee in 1918. In these capacities he 
demonstrated a high degree of skill in organization. As 
National Chairman he would have made the acquain­
tance of Warren Harding who just then was a Senator 
from the adjacent State of Ohio. Hays supported 
Harding’s campaign for nomination for President and 
as National Chairman was credited with Harding’s 
election. Harding rewarded him for his support and 
long service to the party with appointment to the Cabi­
net as Postmaster General, bringing Hays to national 
attention.

Harding could not realistically have expected much 
from his new Postmaster General. Despite his skills in 
organization and program analysis, Hays came with 

little experience in public administration or program 
management. His skills were in politics and law rather 
than in management and business.

Hays’ year as head of the Post Office Department 
was undistinguished. He made a number of proposals 
to increase postage rates, to abolish home delivery in 
cities less than 10,000 populations, and sought to have 

a billion dollars held in private hoards re­
turned to circulation via the Postal Savings 
Bank to stimulate the post war economic 
revival. He was not successful in any of 
these. He did, however, attend the inaugu­
ration of a new fleet of fast steamboats to 
offload mail on incoming transatlantic liners 
for early transfer to a postal station at the 
foot of 43rd Street for transportation to the 
main post office and to railroad depots for 
shipment elsewhere

The only time found when Hays’ moral character came 
to light was in the fall of 1921 when several religious 
groups protested contests being conducted by several 
Hearst newspapers in New York and Chicago. Called 
a “circulation cash gift campaign,” it is not clear from 
the press reports just how the contests worked. They 
apparently involved the issuance of numbers to sub­
scribers who then became eligible for substantial pre­
Christmas cash “gifts” chosen in “drawings.” It 
sounded very much like the lotteries Postmasters Gen­
eral battled in the late 19th century.

The mails somehow played enough of a role in the 
enterprise to give Hays jurisdiction to act. He made it 
look easy. He simply approached the editors of the 
sponsoring newspapers by telegraph expressing his 
views of misuse of the mails for an illegal purposel. 
The contests were discontinued immediately2.

A fascinating coincidence was that at this exact same 
time Hays was compelled to deny he was resigning3. 
By the first of January he was ready to admit he was 
considering an offer from the motion picture industry 
to head up a new national organization, but would de­
fer a decision until he had conferred with a committee 
of “movie men.”

The background to these events was that while a few 
movie studios already had produced important films in 
the 1910s, dozens of less reputable studios were turn­
ing out cheaply made films that a broad cross section 
of the American public found offensive.
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A handful of movie executives representing the man­
agement and financial sides of the industry realized 
what was happening and its danger to the future of 
the movie industry. At the same time a number of scan­
dals involving popular performers, notably the “Fatty” 
Arbuckle episode over the 1921 Labor Day weekend 
was beginning to convince the public that the movies 
were not suitable for family entertainment.

There was, in addition, a 1915 Supreme Court deci­
sion hanging over the industry that the free speech 
protections of the First Amendment did not extend to 
the exhibition of motion pictures, such exhibitions be­
ing merely a business and not an art form. On the 
basis of this view the court affirmed the right of the 
State of Ohio to establish a board of censors to pass 
judgment on every film proposed for exhibition in Ohio 
and to ban those it found unsuitable for public view­
ing4. In reliance on Mutual that film censorship was 
lawful, there was a proliferation of state, county, and 
local censorship boards across the nation, each em­
ploying its own subjective standards. It proved a rocky 
road for the studios to travel. Something had to be 
done and quickly; overturning Mutual would take al­
most forty years.

That fall a group of movie moguls headed by legend­
ary producers such as Adolph Zukor, William Fox, 
Samuel Goldwyn, and Louis Selznick, to name a few, 
decided the future of the industry depended upon the 
studios agreeing on an oversight organization that 
would assure the educational and entertainment value 
of motion pictures. The organization they outlined was 
first known as the Motion Picture Producers and Dis­
tributors of America (MPPDA) and later the Motion 
Picture Association of America (MPAA). Their next 
step was to find somebody capable of taking charge 
of the organization and carrying out its objectives.

It was realized from the beginning that the first presi­
dent of the MPPDA would have to come from outside 
the movie industry to assure his independence. What 
they saw in Will H. Hays was a man of impeccable 
character, bom and raised in mid America with a strong 
sense of community values, a man with a thorough 
knowledge of the law, and a skilled organizer. They 
were impressed by his success as Chairman of the 
Republican National Committee, member of the Cabi­
net, and favorable public image.

Hays resigned as Postmaster General on January 14, 
1922, effective March 4th and went to work for the 
MPPDA on March 6th.

The movie moguls were good to their word. They gave 
him a free hand to organize the MPPDA and authority 
to do whatever he thought necessary to achieve their 
objectives. He and his staff developed the policy of 
overseeing every movie during its production to be able 
to advise directors on the spot what scenes and dia­
logues needed to be changed. By 1930 the “produc­
tion code” or “Hays Code” or simply “the code” de­
veloped out of this policy, to which public interest 
groups made substantial contributions.

Another important role was to maintain close liaison 
with the multitude of censorship boards. Hays had two 
main objectives in this. One was to persuade the boards 
not to ban whole films which he expected would result 
in a substantial loss of income to producers and dis­
tributors and, second, to reduce the costs of the cuts 
and editing the state boards made for which some states 
required the studios to reimburse the boards on a per 
foot of film basis.

Both Hays and the censorship boards soon became 
despised by the public: Hays for the association of his 
name with the censorship of the increasingly popular 
movie industry and the boards for the stupidity that 
was creeping into their decisions. Nevertheless, film 
historians agree Will Hays saved the movie industry 
and made the artistic triumphs of the 1930s and 1940s 
possible despite the negative impacts of the more and 
more irrelevant censorship boards.

Meanwhile, beginning with his resignation as Postmas­
ter General, Hays continued his public service when 
he was appointed Chairman of the Coordinating Com­
mittee of the American Red Cross and the Near East 
Relief Committee by President Harding in October 
1922 and served as a member of the National Council 
of the Boy Scouts of America. He also engaged in 
business enterprises as a director of the Continental 
Banking Company and of the Eastern Illinois Railroad 
Company, among others.

On the whole it can be truthfully said Will Hays made 
his most important contribution to the nation after his 
term as Postmaster General. He did not live to see the 
end of “the code” in 1960 when it was replaced by 
thee age-based system now in effect.

Will Hays retired at 65 in 1945 after 23 years at the 
helm of the MPPDA and returned to his old home 
town, Sullivan, Indiana until his death there on March 
7,1954.
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(Endnotes)

1 See Vexler and Internet items for biographical 
sketches of Will H. Hays; also New York Times, March 
1921 to March 1922 for data on his term of office; 
Hays was the subject of the cover story in Time Maga­
zine, September 13, 1926.

2 New York Times, December 4, 1921.

3 NYT, December 2, 1921.

4 Mutual Film Corporation v. Industrial Commis­
sion of Ohio, 236 U.S. 230 (1915); overturned, Jo­
seph Burstyn, Inc. v. Wilson, 343 U.S. 495 (1952).
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A Tragic Comedy in Three Acts
By Richard D.
Martorelli

“for my new bride, Joanne, 
may we continue to fly.”

History, as a general rule, 
is incremental. Events of 
today are built upon those 
of yesterday, and events of 
tomorrow will be built upon 
those of today. This is evi­
dent in many areas of 
stamp collecting and postal 
history, and came to me 
anew as I started to write 
this article.

Politics (favoritism, power, 
payback), business (gov­
ernment subsidies, com­
mercial companies, 
privatization, business needs) and technology, (planes, 
beacons, night flying) all combined in the 1920s to 
launch the great leap of America, and the world, into 
the air, and put us on the path to the moon and the 
stars, as well as a world connected by webs of con­
trails as well as webs of information. Events grew from 
events, such as the invention of the airplane, its use in 
WWI, the availability of trained pilots after the war, 
the inauguration of airmail service, continued develop­
ment of airplane technology, social and business inter­
est in “progress” and its applications, the exploits of 
the flying adventurers (many with ties to the airmail, 
such as Charles Lindbergh) and the development of 
commercial interest in aviation.

The primary purpose of this article is to discuss and 
illustrate the February-June 1934 period when all com­
mercial airmail contracts had been cancelled, and the 
US Army was directed to fly the airmail over the na­
tional routes established in the previous eight to ten 
years. Like all good stories, this one does start, meta­
phorically, long ago and far away.

ACT ONE
In 1925, Congressman Clyde Kelly, elected from Pitts­
burgh, PA, was chairman of the House Post Office 
Committee. Historically, he is known as sponsoring a 
House Resolution which became the Air Mail Act of

Figure 1 show examples of the standard 8 cents per zone and overnight flying 10 cents 
airmail rates of 1925.

1925 or the Kelly Act. This legislation authorized the 
postmaster general to contract for domestic airmail 
service with commercial air carriers and set airmail 
rates and the level of cash subsidies to be paid to com­
panies that carried the mail. These provisions resulted 
in the creation of the Contract Airmail (CAM) routes. 
By transferring airmail operations to private compa­
nies, the government effectively would help create the 
commercial aviation industry.

The first sign of commercial interest in aviation came 
in April, 1925, when the automaker Henry Ford opened 
a private air freight service between Detroit and Chi­
cago. Soon after, bids were solicited for the first con­
tract routes. Eighty percent of the stamp money re­
ceived by the Post Office for airmail matter was to be 
paid to the contracted airmail carriers. Rates were 
based on the weight of the mail and also on zones the 
mail had to cross. In July 1924, the US Post Office 
Department (POD) had divided the country into three 
air zones on July 1, 1924.These were New York to 
Chicago, Chicago to Cheyenne (WY) and Cheyenne 
to San Francisco. Companies saw that they would 
make more money if they carried smaller but heavier 
pieces of mail. Also, since they would receive the same 
amount of money no matter how many miles they flew 
within a zone, they preferred to fly shorter distances 
within a single zone and save some operating costs. 
At this time, the rate structure was 8 cents per ounce
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Figure 2 is a combined rate cover of 10 cents for a CAM route and an 
additional 5 cents for travel over the government-operated New York 
to Chicago route. This envelope appears to be overpaid by 1 cent, 
with the collector using a strip of three 2 cents Washington stamps in 
addition to the 10 cents Map to make up the 15 cents postage. The 
middle stamp of strip of three Washington stamps used is an example 
of the 5 cents red error, Scott#505.

per zone on transcontinental flights, or 10 
cents an ounce on the special overnight NY 
to Chicago flight. These rates are illustrated 
by the two covers in figure 1.

Harry S. New, who was postmaster gen­
eral under Presidents Warren Harding and 
Calvin Coolidge, wanted the airmail carri­
ers to expand their routes and to buy larger 
airplanes to carry more passengers. He 
awarded contracts only to the largest com­
panies that bought the largest aircraft, which 
could accommodate more passengers as 
well as the mail. The plan was that compa­
nies would expand and increase their oper­
ating income from passenger tickets, rather 
than from Post Office subsidies for carry­
ing the mail. The airlines could carry less 
mail and still make a profit, leading to ex­
pansion of the airline fleet, routes and increased travel 
and competition. PMG New initially awarded eight air­
mail routes to seven airmail carriers, beginning in Oc­
tober 1925. All of these CAM routes, except for the 
Atlanta to Miami route, fed into the government’s NY 
to San Francisco main transcontinental route. Ford Air 
Transport, the same service created by Henry Ford 
for his private air freight service, won two of the routes 
and was the first to fly airmail under contract, starting 
on February 15, 1926. In anticipation of the CAM 
routes being established and awarded, new airmail 
rates were established in January 1926. These main­
tained the existing 8 cents/oz/zone or 10 cents/oz NY 
to Chicago, and added additional stratifications for 
CAM routes of less than or equal to 1,000 miles (10 
cents/oz) or more than 1,000 miles (15 cents). To add 
more confusion, if a letter was carried on a both a 
CAM and a government route there was an additional 
charge of 5 cents per ounce for each government zone 
flown. So, for example, a 1 ounce letter from Fresno, 
CA to Cleveland, OH, carried on CAM 8 from Fresno 
to San Francisco (less than 1,000 miles) would be 
charged 10 cents for the CAM route, and then trans­
ported on the government route from San Francisco 
to Cleveland (day time only) across three zones would 
be charged 15 cents (5 cents per zone), for a total cost 
of 25 cents. Or a flight from Boston to Michigan, car­
ried on CAM 1 from Boston to New York would be 
charged 10 cents for the CAM route, and an addi­
tional 5 cents for travel over the government-operated 
New York to Chicago route. The rail or road transpor­
tation necessary to get from Chicago to Ann Arbor 
was included in the total 15 cents cost of the airmail 
service. The envelope shown in figure 2, making this 

trip to Michigan is very unusual. It appears to be over­
paid by 1 cent, with the collector using a strip of three 
2 cents Washington stamps in addition to the 10 cents 
Map to make up the 15 cents postage. What seem­
ingly passed the collector by was that the strip of three 
used contained an example of the 5 cents red error, 
Scott#505. This error occurred when one or two 5- 
cent dies were inadvertently used to replace worn dies 
within a 2-cent plate.

The original subsidies provided to the route operators 
in the 1925 were only indirectly based on weight flown 
within the zones, as the carriers received a percent­
age of the postage paid. Since there was no greater 
incentive to fly longer distances, the carriers contin­
ued to fly only the shortest routes within their zone. To 
remedy this, on June 3, 1926, the Kelly Act was 
amended to instead pay $3.00 per pound of mail (454 
grams) for the first 1,000 miles (1,600 kilometers) and 
30 cents per pound for each additional 100 miles (160 
kilometers). This simplified payments, and it proved 
highly advantageous to the carriers, which collected 
$48 million from the government for the carriage of 
mail between 1926 and 1931.

By the early part of 1926, contract airmail carriers 
flew most of the airmail, but government airmail pilots 
in government airplanes still flew the transcontinental 
route connecting San Francisco, Omaha, Chicago and 
New York. In February 1927, the mix of CAM and 
government flight rates was simplified into one flat fee 
of 10 cents per half-ounce. This applied to any route, 
by any carrier, across any number of zones, and it now 
became mandatory for airmail letters to be prepaid at 
least 10 cents (equivalent to one rate). As the govern­
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ment moved to get out of the airmail busi­
ness, in 1927 they divided the transconti­
nental route into two segments. Boeing be­
gan contract service on the western sector, 
between Chicago and San Francisco, on 
July 1, 1927. National Air Transport took 
over the eastern sector, between New York 
and Chicago, on September 1, 1927. With 
this transition, all airmail operations were 
shifted to private companies flying with their 
own pilots and aircraft.

In 1928, the Post Office gave operators that 
had been in the business for at least two 
years a 10-year contract that excluded any 
competitors. The mail carriers still favored 
the shorter routes within their zones but to 
meet government requirements, airlines be­
gan to merge and create longer routes to more cities. 
By the spring of 1929, there were 61 U.S. passenger 
lines, and 47 airmail lines. Airmail volume in 1926 had 
been 810,555 pounds (402, 525 kilograms); by 1929, 
airmail volume had grown to 7,772,014 pounds 
(3,532,733 kilograms). Though the aviation industry 
made money, the Post Office supported growth of the 
system and lost more money each year. In 1929, air­
mail subsidies reached $11,618,000, while airmail rev­
enues were only $5,273,000.

Rather than increase rates to cover the expense of 
the subsidies directly, the POD decided to use general 
tax revenues to fund the increasing subsidy cost. The 
POD wanted to keep airmail affordable and to increase 
volume, so they instituted a rate cut of an effective 
62%. Starting August 1,1928, the Post Office decreased 
the charge for airmail service from 10 cents per half 
ounce to 5 cents for the first ounce. The cover in fig­
ure 3 commemorates the first anniversary of CAM 
30 flown by Interstate Airlines. It was formed in June 
1928 to operate the mail route CAM 30 between Chi­
cago and Atlanta. Mail and passenger services started 
in December, also between St. Louis and Evansville, a 
stop on the Chicago-Atlanta run. The airline was ac­
quired by the Aviation Corporation towards the end of 
1929. Interstate continued during 1930 with mail ser­
vices only. Eventually, Interstate was integrated into 
the Aviation Corporation’s operating airline, American 
Airways. American, through its Embry-Riddle Divi­
sion, took over and reintroduced passenger services 
between Chicago and Atlanta, now routed via India­
napolis, Cincinnati and Louisville instead of via Terre 
Haute and Evansville.

Figure 3 commemorates the first anniversary of CAM 30 flown by 
Interstate Airlines. It was formed in June 1928 to operate the mail 
route CAM 30 between Chicago and Atlanta, and is franked with the 
5 cents/ls‘ ounce rate of 1928-1932

Airmail carriers learned to use the subsidies to make 
money regardless of the true public demand for air­
mail. They sometimes sent postcards to themselves 
using registered mail, which required a heavy, secure 
lock, or mailed bricks back and forth. Tricks like these 
added weight, and increased the carrier’s billings and 
government payments. Another carrier mailed thou­
sands of Christmas cards, at a cost of 4 cents each for 
the cards and 5 cents each for the postage. The car­
rier received 14 cents in revenue for each card, far 
offsetting his 9 cents of expense. Despite such abuses, 
the postal subsidies encouraged aircraft designers to 
design aircraft that were more reliable, could fly longer 
distances, and were less expensive to fly.

ACT TWO
Calvin Coolidge was President from August 2, 1923, 
at the death of Warren Harding, to March 4, 1929, 
and is recognized as restoring public confidence in the 
White House after the scandals (most infamously the 
Teapot Dome affair) of some of Harding’s appointees 
who used their positions to rob the government. It is 
unclear how much, if anything, Harding himself knew 
about his friends’ illicit activities. After serving as Sec­
retary of Commerce under Coolidge, and despite hav­
ing never being elected to office before, Republican 
Herbert Hoover was elected President in 1928, as­
suming office in March 1929. The nation was pros­
perous and optimistic at the time, leading to a landslide 
victory for Hoover over Democrat Al Smith. Hoover 
appointed Walter F. Brown as his postmaster general. 
He wanted to create a stable and efficient air trans­
port system that served both passengers and the mail. 
Brown thought that much of the airmail system was 
inefficient and costly, and asked Congress for legisla­
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tion that would give him the authority to change ex­
isting postal policy. The McNary Watres Act (also 
called the Air Mail Act of 1930) was passed on April 
29, 1930, and contained three main provisions that 
gave the PMG unprecedented powers over the air 
transportation system.

The main provision of the act changed the way mail 
payments were computed. As noted above, payments 
had previously been made on the distance that a 
weight of mail was carried. The 1930 Act stipulated 
that airmail carriers would be paid up to $1.25 per 
mile for having a cargo capacity on their planes of at 
least 25-cubic feet (0.7 cubic-meter), whether the 
planes carried anything or flew empty. Now there 
was no incentive to carry mail, much less pad the 
bills by carrying bricks, since the airline would be paid 
based on the size of a plane whether it carried any­
thing or not. There was, however, an incentive to use 
larger planes that were also suited to carrying more 
passengers which would produce additional revenue. 
Also, the PMG would now award routes to the car­
rier that was the “lowest responsible bidder”, defined 
as those that had owned an airline which operated on 
a daily schedule of at least 250 miles (402 kilome­
ters) for at least six months.

A second provision stated that any airmail carrier that 
had carried the mail for at least two years could ex­
change its mail contract for a “route cer­
tificate” that would give the carrier the right 
to carry mail for 10 years without competi­
tion or rebidding for the route. The third 
provision, which proved to be the most con­
troversial, gave the postmaster general the 
authority to “extend or consolidate” routes 
when he deemed it to be “in the public in­
terest,” however he interpreted it.

In May 1930, at what was later derisively 
referred to as the “Spoils Conference,” 
Postmaster Brown used the McNary- 
Watres Act to award the transcontinental 
airline routes to only three large, stable com­
panies that later would evolve into the mod­
ern-day airlines: United Airlines kept the 
northern airmail route; Transcontinental Air 
Transport (TAT) and Western Air Express 
merged to form Transcontinental and West­
ern (TWA), which flew across the middle 
of the United States; American Airways 
operated the southern route, which was 
extended to the West Coast. In addition, 
Eastern Air Transport flew the New York 

to Washington route. Other competitors, such as In­
terstate and Boeing, were forced to give up their CAM 
routes and were out of the airmail business. Brown 
also awarded bonuses if the airlines carried more pas­
sengers, and even more money if they bought larger 
aircraft powered by more than one engine and equipped 
with two-way radios and navigation aids.

On July 6,1932, the airmail rates were increased from 
5 cents for the 1st ounce to 8 cents for the 1st ounce. 
The 80 Winged Globe stamp (Scott US #C17) was 
issued in September, more than two months after the 
rate change. It was of the same design used for the 
50 stamp of 1930-31 (C12 & C16), and would be used 
for the 60 of 1934 (Cl9) and as the basis for the 300 
(C24) of 1939. In the meantime, the ordinary 20 and 
30 postage stamps were used as makeup stamps with 
the 50 Beacon or Winged Globe airmail stamps.

The covers infigure 4, dated July and November 1932, 
are philatelic event covers both bearing five cents post­
age. Coincident with the airmail rate increase, the first 
class letter rate had also been increased from 2 cents 
to 3 cents per ounce. Although neither one of the illus­
trated covers explicitly is marked for airmail service, 
both bear airmail postage (one a stamp and the other a 
government-issued airmail postage stationary enve­
lope). When the CAM/govemment route rate struc­

Figure 4 covers from July and November 1932, are philatelic event 
covers both bearing five cents postage. Although neither one 
explicitly is marked for airmail service, both bear airmail postage. 
Under 1928 POD practices, any mail bearing airmail postage had to 
be considered airmail, and so these envelopes were postage due.
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ture was unified in 1927, the POD published rules where 
they tried to restrict the use of airmail stamps (and 
eventually the ubiquitous red/blue lozenge-edged en­
velopes) to only airmail letters, and that the use of air­
mail stamps on ordinary letter mail or for other post­
age fees was “exceedingly objectionable and not ap­
proved”. This was followed by regulations in 1928 that 
explicitly disallowed the use of airmail stamps on non 
airmail matter. Therefore, according to the POD prac­
tices, any mail bearing airmail postage had to be con­
sidered airmail, and so these envelopes had to have 8 
cents postage. Since they did not, they were both 
marked as “Postage due 3 cents”.

The rate change of August 1928 also included an 
anomaly in US postage rates that existed for a little 
less than six years. While the first ounce of airmail 
was 5 cents, the second and succeeding ounces were 
charged 10 cents. This structure was continued when 
the rates were increased in July 1932, to 8 cents and 
13 cents respectively, but was eliminated in July 1934 
with the establishment of the 6 cents per ounce rate. 
Figure 5 shows a cover mailed in 1933 from Chicago, 
IL to San Diego, CA. According to period routes and 
maps, this letter, prepaid at 8 cents for the first ounce 
using an airmail PSE, would have flown over the trans­
continental route now operated by Boeing from Chi­
cago to Salt Lake City, UT. There the mail would have 

been transferred to Western Air Express and flown 
over CAM 4 to San Diego. Upon arrival, the deliver­
ing post office noted the “Postage Due 13 cents/M.D. 
15” auxiliary marking, indicating that it was actually a 
2 ounce letter, and affixed two ladder-canceled post­
age due stamps. Based on a review of the invaluable 
information compiled in the Beecher Book, this was 
the only period in time from 1863 to the present where 
the unit postage charge was higher for the second and 
succeeding weight steps than it was for the initial weight 
step. For first class mail, before 1975, the second ounce 
was charged the same as the first ounce. After 1975, 
it became practice for the second ounce to be charged 
less than the first ounce, similar to the practices for 
single piece 2nd, 3rd and parcel post mail. According to 
the Beecher Book, “ft is speculated that the higher 
rate for additional ounces was to discourage air parcel 
post, for which the POD was not yet ready”. The es­
tablishment of a specifically-designated air parcel post 
category would occur in September 1948, and morphed 
into the Priority Mail category for airmail service for 
mail matter of higher than letter weights.

No specific thirteen cent airmail stamp was issued to 
meet this 2nd+ ounce airmail rate, which could be met 
by using combinations of the 4th Bureau stamps. The 
130 Benjamin Harrison stamp was issued in 1926, 
possibly to cover the combined postage, insurance and 

Figure 5 shows 2-ounce airmail rates of 1928-1932 (15 cents) and 1932-1934 (21 cents) rates. The top cover, 
bearing 15 cents postage was mailed in November, 1928. The bottom cover, an 8 cents airmail PSE, was mailed in 
1933 and charged postage due for the short paid 13 cents.



Summer 2010 29

return receipt (20+80+30). Another explanation was 
that it was issued to appease Postmaster New, whose 
father was a close political ally of President Harrison 
as a memorial-type stamp. This may have been seen 
as a response to the 170 Wilson stamp issued only a 
few months before. At the time of his death in 1924, 
Woodrow Wilson was not universally liked as a result 
of policies relating to WWI and the League of Na­
tions. The POD under the Republicans chose not to 
honor Wilson on a “memorial” stamp, but rather on a 
regularly issued definitive stamp. Since the rate to send 
a registered letter registered had been raised from 100 
to 150 in 1925, a combined rate stamp of 170 (20 first 
class and 150 registry) was now needed. Wilson was 
placed on this seventeen cent stamp, and the stamp 
was printed in the “memorial” black. Although the sev­
enteen cent Wilson stamp was issued before the thir­
teen cent Harrison stamp, the Scott catalog lists the 
two stamps in denominational rather than chronologi­
cal order as they were both classified by design and 
timing as part of the Fourth Bureau series.

Tragic-Comedic Interlude
When the Wall Street Crash of 1929 struck less than 
eight months after he took office, Hoover tried to com­
bat the following Great Depression with volunteer ef­
forts, none of which produced economic recovery dur­
ing his term. The consensus among historians is that 
Hoover’s defeat by Democratic President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt in the 1932 election was caused primarily 
by failure to end the downward economic spiral, com­
pounded by popular opposition to prohibition. When 
Roosevelt came to Washington in March 1933, he and 
his supporters attacked many of Hoover’s policies in 
general, and those of his subordinates. In specific, some 
of the smaller airlines removed from the airmail busi­
ness began telling politicians that they had been un­
fairly denied airmail contracts by Brown. One reporter 
discovered that a major contract had been awarded to 
an airline whose bid was three times higher than a 
rival bid from a smaller airline. Amid allegations of a 
conspiracy to defraud the government, Alabama 
Democrat Senator Hugo Black established a commit­
tee to investigate airmail, and in January 1934, he be­
gan hearings in which the former postmaster and the 
large aviation companies who received the contracts 
in 1930 were depicted as greedy and corrupt. Black 
called the process of giving contracts “spoils” and said 
the business had gone only to friends of the Hoover 
administration.

Supporters of former postmaster Brown responded 
with information about his practical success. In 1929, 
45 airlines were involved in mail delivery at a cost per 
mile of $ 1.10. Most were small, under-capitalized com­
panies flying short routes and old equipment. During 
the years 1929-1933, aircraft had become more effi­
cient and the cost of carrying the mail had fallen dra­
matically with the placing of the transport business in 
the hands of a limited number of financially sound com­
panies that were able to reinvest in the business. In 
1933, costs averaged just 54 cents per mile (34 cents/ 
kilometer), down by half from 1929, over a wide sys­
tem of 34 routes that spanned 27,000 miles (43,453 
kilometers)

The drama and commotion of the Black hearings raised 
questions about the legality of the contracts awarded 
by Mr. Brown. On February 7,1934, James A. Farley, 
Roosevelt’s postmaster general, announced that he and 
President Roosevelt were committed to protecting the 
public interest and, on February 9, that as a result of 
the ongoing investigation, President Roosevelt had or­
dered the cancellation of all domestic air mail con­
tracts effective at midnight February 19. Figure 6 
shows a postal stationary envelope (PSE) mailed from 
California to Pennsylvania on February 7. The sender 
was either unsure of the postage rate, forgetful, or 
perhaps hoping to capitalize on all of the distractions 
of the day. The sender added a manuscript “Via Air 
Mail” in blue pencil, and drew red and blue (airmail 
envelope colors) horizontal lines across the front and 
back of the 3 cents PSE. The shortage in postage was 
noted before it left LA, and a 5 cents postage due 
stamp and auxiliary markings “11 Returned for Post­
age” and “11 Postage Due 5 Cent” were added be­
fore the letter was returned to the sender the same 
day. It was remailed the next day, with the required 5 
cents in additional postage, In this case, the sender 
paid double the deficiency (the 5 cents postage due 
stamp and the 5 cents in additional postage) as the 
POD adhered to its 1927 rule that at least one airmail 
rate had to be prepaid before a letter would be for­
warded.

President Roosevelt issued Executive Order 6591, 
which directed “that the Postmaster General, Secre­
tary of War, and Secretary of Commerce ... cooper­
ate to the end that necessary air mail service be af­
forded... that the Secretary of War place at the dis­
posal of the Postmaster General such airplanes, land­
ing fields, pilots, and other employees and equipment 
of the Army of the United States needed or required
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Figure 6 shows a postal 
stationary envelope (PSE) 
mailed from California to 
Pennsylvania on February 
7, and charged 5 cents 
postage due. Was the 
sender unsure of the 
airmail rate, forgetful, or 
perhaps hoping to 
capitalize on all of the 
distractions of the day?

for the transportation of mail, during the present emer­
gency, by air over routes and schedules prescribed by 
the Postmaster General.”

Coincident with the Executive Order, and in recogni­
tion of the effort required to take over and maintain 
transcontinental airmail service, PMG James Farley 
reduced the airmail route system from over almost 
25,000 miles of routes to 9,000 miles. To implement 
the government plan, the President directed Major 
General Benjamin D. Foulois, Chief of the Army Air 
Corps, to organize a new airmail operation that would 
use military planes and pilots to fly the mail. Foulois 
had been involved with aeronautical and aviation af­
fairs in the US army since 1908.From 1908 thru 1916, 
the Aviation Section of the U.S. Army Signal Corps 
(forerunner of the Army Air Corps) consisted of Foulois 
and his airplane. In 1963 he appeared on the television 
quiz show I’ve Got a Secret, revealing that he had 
once been the entire U.S. Air Force.

In 1933 the commercial airlines had carried several 
million pounds of mail over almost 25,000 miles of 
routes. Transported mostly by night, the mail had been 
carried in modem passenger planes equipped with 
modem flight instruments and radios. The airlines had 
also developed a well-established system of mainte­
nance facilities along their routes. When General 
Foulois appeared before the House Post Office Com­
mittee to discuss the steps taken by the Air Corps in 
preparation, he assured the committee that the Air 
Corps had the appropriate airplanes and equipment and 
had selected its most experienced pilots and that it had 
the requisite experience at flying at night and in bad 
weather.

This testimony could be characterized as truer in the 
context of the Army Air Corps than it was in objective 
fact. After WWI, Congress and American public opin­

ion rejected plans for a large standing army and train­
ing program, as they also rejected the League of Na­
tions and participation in an active and co-operative 
world security system to maintain peace. America was 
unwilling to support a military force that was any larger 
than required to defend the continental United States 
and its overseas territories and possessions. While there 
was tremendous growth in the civilian aviation indus­
try, the United States maintained a strong isolationist 
policy and continued its tradition of low military spend­
ing during peace. The Army fared worst than the Air 
Corps or the Navy, but no service was flush with funds 
or equipment.

A plan for expansion of the Air Corps had been ap­
proved in 1922, but the lack of funding delayed the 
program until 1927. Even then, the full funding, to cre­
ate a small force of 1,800 planes and 17,000 men (2009 
levels are 5,600 aircraft and 330,000 uniformed per­
sonnel) was never appropriated in the budget and the 
coming of the Great Depression forced reductions in 
pay and operating expense and equipment. The Air 
Corps operated almost entirely in daylight and good 
weather and flight operations of four hours or less a 
day were conducted only during Monday to Friday 
week. Because of a high turnover-rate policy in the 
War Department due to Congressionally-imposed 
manpower ceilings, most pilots were Reserve offic­
ers. A total of 262 pilots were selected for the airmail 
operation, but more than half of them were junior of­
ficers with less than two years flying experience. Those 
pilots that did have flight experience were hampered 
by obsolescent aircraft, technical equipment and in­
strumentation. Air Corps aircraft of that day were 
designed and equipped for clear-weather, daytime use. 
Few had any instruments beyond needle-and-ball, al­
timeter, and airspeed indicators. Army pilots had not 
been trained for cross-country or bad weather flying,
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and less than 20% of the selected pilots had 
25 hours or more of flight time in bad 
weather. Military aircraft had no landing 
lights or navigation instruments as were 
found in civilian aircraft and only 12% of 
the selected pilots had 50 hours or more of 
night flying. Of the limited numbers of di­
rectional gyroscopes and artificial horizons, 
few were actually mounted in flying aircraft. 
Radio equipment had a range usually of less 
than 30 miles. The best available equipment 
for navigation and communications was or­
dered to be installed in the 122 aircraft as­
signed to the task, but the instruments were 
not readily available and were sometimes 
installed incorrectly.

The Army Air Corps Mail Operation 
(AACMO) operated in three geographic 
zones similar to the transcontinental airmail 
zones. Personnel and planes were immedi­
ately deployed, but problems began imme­
diately with a lack of proper facilities (and 
in some instances, no facilities at all) for 
maintenance of aircraft and quartering of 
enlisted men and a failure of tools to arrive 
where needed.

Figure 7 illustrates two covers from the first day ofAACMO 
operations. The upper cover, postmarked Newark, NJ was delayed 
due to weather on the East Coast, and has a typed note about the 
delay in flight and a receiving backstamp dated February 21. The 
lower cover postmarked Dallas, TX, has a manuscript note on the 
back telling of equipment problems.

Initially, sixty pilots took oaths as postal employees and 
began training. The first tragedies of the operation 
occurred three days before airmail flights were sched­
uled to start on February 19. Three pilots on familiar­
ization flights were killed in crashes attributed to bad 
weather. On the first day of the Army’s operation of 
the airmail, stamp collectors made a large contribution 
to the postal revenues as they prepared “First Flight” 
covers from many locations. Sometimes, this produced 
unusual items. For example the first day of flights from 
Newark, New Jersey, was cancelled due to weather, 
as were many flights east of the Rocky Mountains. 
Figure 7 illustrates a cover that was supposed to be 
carried on the first AACMO flight. As noted, the ac­
tual first flight to Atlanta occurred on February 20, 
shown in the Newark AMF cancel. This cover also 
has a typed note on the back attesting to the delay in 
flight and a receiving backstamp dated February 21, 
truly making it a “first flight” cover. The other cover 
shown was mailed in Dallas, TX, on the flight to Chi­
cago. Quoting from a manuscript note on the back, 
“About 9:30 P.M. 2/19 pilot Lt. N.E. Davis cracked 
tail skid landing at Pt. north, emergency ship rushed 
from Dallas, flight continued. “ Well, it was all in a 
day’s work. For the remainder of the month, the late 

winter weather that fouled the initial day’s operations 
continued over much of the United States, and the 
Army pilots quickly obtained experience with having 
to fly in snow, rain, fog, and turbulent winds.

After crashes that resulted in three deaths in the sec­
ond part of February, and four more in early March 
(raising the death count to ten), several prominent avia­
tors spoke out against the Army flights and for safety. 
One was Charles Lindbergh, who in the late 1920s 
and early 1930s, used his fame to help promote the 
rapid development of U.S. commercial aviation activi­
ties and was a former CAM pilot himself. When the 
USPOD issued the 10c “Lindbergh Air Mail” stamp 
(Scott C-10) on June 11, 1927, it was also the first 
U.S. stamp to bear the name of a living person. He 
said that using the Air Corps to carry mail was “un­
warranted and contrary to American principles.” An­
other critic was Eddie Rickenbacker, World War I flyer 
and general manager of Eastern Air Transport. This 
airline acquired contracts for airmail routes from New 
York to Miami, and developed quick passenger travel 
between the northeastern states and the vacation ar­
eas of Florida. After ten pilot fatalities in the first month 
of the Army Air Corps Mail Operation (AAMCO), he 
was quoted as calling the program “legalized murder”
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Finally, there was comedian, actor, philanthropist and 
aviation promoter Will Rogers. He took every chance 
he could to fly, sometimes taking rides on mail planes. 
He would pay for himself by the pound and cram into 
the cockpit with the rest of the mail sacks, and became 
the first passenger to make a roundtrip transcontinental 
flight in a mail plane. When President Roosevelt can­
celled the airmail contracts Rogers said: “It’s like find­
ing a crooked railroad president and stopping all the 
trains.” He also said “We’re going to lose some fine 
boys if the Army flies the mail.”

Despite the crashes, weather and bad publicity, flights 
were getting the mail through. Figure 8 is an envelope 
sent airmail and special delivery from Minneapolis, MN 
to Winter Park, FL. It was postmarked at 4:40PM on 
February 27, and has airmail field backstamps of Chi­
cago and Cleveland on February 28. The next backstamp 

March 1 (this not being a leap year), and a connecting 
RPO for Jacksonville and Tampa. Lastly, there is a 
March 2,7AM arrival marking from Winter Park. While 
the start and end of the journey are clear (by AAMCO 
from origin to Cleveland, and rail to Florida and desti­
nation), it is unclear how this mail moved between 
Cleveland and Florida. The best guess is that it was 
flown to Louisville, KY, then to Raleigh, NC where it 
made the rail connection, but the lack of markings leaves 
this as still a guess.

By March 10,12 pilots had died in 66 crashes or forced 
landings. President Roosevelt, embarrassed by the pub­
lic mistakes and criticism, as well as upset about the 
deaths, told General Foulois to fly the mail only in com­
pletely safe conditions. Foulois responded that to en­
sure complete safety, the Air Corps would have to end 
the flights, and so Roosevelt suspended airmail service

is a Florence (SC?) and Jacksonville RPO marking of

Figure 8 is an envelope sent airmail and special delivery from Minneapolis, MN to Winter Park, FL. It was 
postmarked at 4:40PM on February 27, and has airmail field backstamps from Chicago and Cleveland on February 
28, and RPO backstamps from Florence and Jacksonville. How it got between Cleveland and Florence is unclear.
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Figure 9 shows both philatelic and commercial mail carried by the Army 
pilots on March 19 after a break in service for retraining due to crashes and 
pilot deaths in the first weeks of Army Air Mail operations.

on March 11,1934. After giving the pilots a newly and 
quickly created course in instrument flying, and reduc­
ing the mail flight schedule again, the Army resumed 
flying on March 19, 1934, in better weather. Figure 9 
shows both philatelic and commercial mail carried by 
the Army pilots after the resumption of service.

In legislation establishing new mail service in 1845, the 
law allowed the POD to hire contractors to carry the 
mail with “celerity, certainty, and security.” Reportedly, 
so that they would not have to repeatedly write these 
words in ledgers, postal clerks substituted three aster­
isks— * * * —and the phrase “Star Route” 
was bom. They are usually short distance 
routes unserved by the regular mail distri­
bution system because of geography or 
weather. The postcard in figure 10 dated 
in April 1934 is from Saint James, MI, on 
Beaver Island at the top of Lake Michigan, 
located about 35 miles west of Mackinaw 
City. The Island’s economy was mostly built 
on commercial fishing, and when that fell 
off in the 1940s, population declined from 
over 1,000 residents to less than 200. Regular 
winter mail service was not instituted until 
1926; before that, it was dependent on dog- 
and horse-sled trips across the ice. The con­
tractor on this Star Route was a private in­
dividual and was not part of the contracts

under the CAM system, and there­
fore was not subjected to the con­
tact cancelling of February. This 
kind of service may have been part 
of the inspiration for the “bypass 
mail” program created by Senator 
Ted Stevens in the 1970s for bulk­
mail delivery and air travel in rural 
Alaska. Because villages aren’t 
connected to the rest of the state 
by roads, the Postal Service pays 
subsidies to airlines for them to 
deliver bypass mail, also called bulk 
mail. It charges the sender, such 
as a grocery store owner, a frac­
tion of the actual shipping cost. The 
bypass mail (packages in pallets 
weighing 1,000 pounds or more) is 
usually flown from Anchorage or 
Fairbanks to a distribution hub such 
as Bethel, 340 miles west of An­

chorage.. From there, it’s flown to 
surrounding villages. The Postal Ser­
vice loses more than $50 million a 
year under bypass, according to the

USPS.

The Army continued its airmail operations through May 
8, 1934, when temporary contracts with private carri­
ers were put into effect. The cover in figure 11 is post­
marked on that date, with a cachet for the dedication of 
an airport in southeastern Kansas. This envelope is 
unusual in that it is a philatelic use of a business reply 
mail (BRM) envelope, as well as an airmail usage. The 
addressee (and airmail collector) presumably had some 
sort of business where it was beneficial to enclose a 
BRM envelope for a reply. The most likely case is di-

Figure 10 is a postcard dated in April 1934from Saint James, MI, on 
Beaver Island at the top of Lake Michigan. The carrier was a private 
“Star Route" contractor outside of the CAM system, and so not part 
oftheAAMCO.
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■Atkinson municipal

may 8th., 1934

Named in honor of
“THE FLYING LEGIONNAIRE” 

The late L. M. (Tommy) ATKINSON

“Airport
P Itlsburg, Kansas I BUSINESS REPLY ENVELOPI

=No Poutaffe Necessary If Mailed In the United Statf

7453 Freda Avenue,

9c Postage Will Be

\V. T. WYN

VIA AIR

Dearborn, Mich.

Figure 11 is postmarked on May 8, 
1934, when temporary airmail 
contracts with private carriers were 
again put into effect. The envelope is 
unusual in that it is a philatelic use 
of a business reply mail (BRM) 
envelope, as well as an airmail 
usage, neccisitating a total postage 
cost to the collector of 9 cents (8 
cents airmail plus the BRMfee of 1 
cent per item).

rect mail advertising, but could also include an account­
ing firm or factoring company where confirmation of 
accounts outstanding is required. What is more unusual 
is that the BRM provided for the return response by 
airmail. The BRM service was only instituted in 1928, 
and was a fee of 1 cent per item. Combined with the 8 
cents airmail rate (since July 1932), this explains the 
printed “9c Postage Will Be Paid” information and the 
nine cents in postage due stamps.

ACT THREE
On May 8, President Roosevelt and Postmaster Farley 
returned the airmail business back to commercial con­
tractors. Figure 12 illustrates a cover carried on the 
first flight of the new AM-5 from New Orleans to New­
ark. This was a combination of the previous CAM-23, 
(New Orleans to Atlanta) and CAM-19 (Atlanta to New 
York) routes. Likely prodded by Senator Black, in a 

move to be punitive toward those perceived “bad old 
companies”, it was decreed (and subsequently made 
part of the later law) that no airline that had held a 
contract before the government takeover in February 
1934 could operate the new routes. This provision was 
easily overcome, as the airlines simply changed their 
names. As an example, the new AM-5 route, as shown 
in figure 13 in the cachet, was operated by Eastern 
Air Lines, which as Eastern Air Transport had oper­
ated the CAM-19 Atlanta to New York route. Other 
changes included TWA to TWA Inc, Boeing Air Trans­
port to United Air Lines, American Airways to Ameri­
can Air Lines, and Northwest Airways to Northwest 
Airlines.

The final flight of the AACMO was on June 6, 1934. 
After that, all flights were operated by commercial 
contractors. In 78 days of operations, a total of 12

Figure 12 shows a truck manufacturers cover postmarked May 12, sent from Michigan to California, early in the 
transition period between the AAMCO and commercial airlines. The cover was assessed 13 cents on delivery for a 2nd 
ounce of weight. The anomaly of a 2nd ounce rate being greater than the 1st ounce rate for US postage was only ever 
applied to airmail, and then only between 1928 and 1934.
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Figure 13 illustrates a cover postmarked May 28, 1934, marking the first 
official flight of the new AM-5 from New Orleans to Newark. Note that the 
airline company is Eastern Air Lines, formerly known as Eastern Air Transport 
but changed due to the 1934 Airmail Act.

pilots had been killed in 66 acci­
dents, the cost to fly the mail in­
creased 400%, from $0.54 to $2.21 
per mile, and only two-thirds of the 
assigned flights were completed, 
with the Army Air Corps carrying 
c.777,000 pieces of mail over 1.6 
million miles of routes.

On June 12, 1934, Senator Black 
introduced the Black-McKellar 
Bill, which became known as the 
Air Mail Act of 1934. Its main pro­
vision broke up the aviation hold­
ing companies, which owned both 
aircraft manufacturing companies 
and airlines. The act also provided 
for the government to establish air­
mail contracts, routes, and sched­
ules; set subsidy rates and airmail payments; and regu­
late the airways and license pilots. As a last twist of 
the knife, the temporary, low contract prices given by 
the airlines to the POD in May to get back into the 
business were now made permanent. As mentioned 
above, companies that had previously flown the air­
mail were not permitted to obtain new contracts. While 
the simple response of changing names worked for 
some, the 1934 law also banned all former airline ex­
ecutives from further contracts. All of the airmail car­
riers began to lose money due to the low rates of the 
May 1934 contracts, and the 1934 legislation was to 
guarantee that mail-carrying contracts remained un­
profitable. The result was a more even distribution of 
the government’s mail business, and lower mail rates 
that forced airlines, and aircraft manufacturers, to pay 
more attention to the development of the passenger 
side of the business. Ironically, this was one of the 
original objectives of the Air Mail Act of 1930 and 
former PMG Brown’s actions. Airmail returned to 
normal and improved in efficiency. In 1941, as part of 
a decision resulting from airlines’ suits against the gov­
ernment for missed revenues during the six months of 
Army Air Corps flights, the U.S. Court of Claims de­
termined that there had not been any fraud or collu­
sion by Brown’s contract awards of 1930. As a result, 
after seven years of investigations, hearing and alle­
gations, all allegations of corruption against former 
postmaster Brown were dropped.

The immediate results of the AAMCO were disas­
trous for the image of the Air Corps. Many people 
commented that if the Air Corps was not equal to car­
rying the mail, how well would it do in a war situation? 

Despite its public humiliation, the Army Air Corps ben­
efited in the long term from the scrutiny and some of 
the resulting changes and improvements. To begin, a 
special committee chaired by former Secretary of War 
Newton D. Baker had been charged with examining 
the program and the overall condition of the Air Corps. 
Known as the Baker Board, it included four senior 
Army ground force officers, who did not want the 
committee to advocate for an independent air arm. 
The Baker Board continued to support that the Air 
Corps was an auxiliary force of the Army, and should 
not be a third service. With the implementation of the 
National Security Act of 1947, the Department of War 
and the Department of the Navy were merged into a 
new cabinet-level Department of Defense, with three 
subordinate military-arms departments (Army, Navy 
and and a separate Air Force. The Baker Board did 
recommend the establishment of a General Headquar­
ters for the air arm, which would give it control of all 
air combat units within the continental United States. 
Unlike a separate Air Force, control of supply, doc­
trine, training and recruitment remained under the Chief 
of the Air Corps, and airfields under the control of 
corps area commanders.

Within the Air Corps itself, training for flying by instru­
ments was improved and emphasized. The Air Corps 
acquired its’ first six Link Trainer flight simulators, 
machines that responded to the pilot’s controls and gave 
an accurate reading on the included instruments. These 
machines were the forerunners to thousands more that 
would train tens of thousands of pilots during WWII. 
Radio navigation aids such as Radio Direction Finder 
(RDF) were improved, as were the antennas for trans-
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Figure 14 is a commemorative cover from the 1934 season of the “Century of 
Progress ” Exhibition in Chicago noting the deaths of the 12 Army pilots as a 
result of thel934 AAMCOprogram.

mitting and receiving radio range 
beacon. In September 1935, the 
first simultaneous transmission by 
radiotelephone of voice and 
weather information occurred, and 
creation of a system of 165 stations 
across the US was started.

Final Curtain
In the fifteen years since the be­
ginning of US airmail services 
(1918), the nation’s activities and 
commerce had grown both domes­
tically and internationally. Calvin 
Coolidge gave a speech to the 
American Society of Newspaper 
Editors in Washington, D.C. on
January 17,1925. The most famous part of the speech 
is the statement “After all, the chief business of the 
American people is business”. President Coolidge con­
tinued “Of course the accumulation of wealth cannot 
be justified as the chief end of existence.” Even as the 
“Roaring 20s” crashed, the Post Office was trying to 
stimulate growth in the air transportation sector, partly 
as public policy for development of new technologies, 
and partly as a way to decrease the cost of govern­
ment. The mail system, as was done before with rail­
ways and ships, was used as a tool to help commer­
cially develop air travel. Airline service grew as new 
aircraft were introduced that could carry both mail and 
passengers, spurred partly by the changes in the air­
mail subsidy rules. Flying became easier for the crew 
with the introduction of the Sperry Gyroscope (origi­
nally developed for use in ships but adapted to air­
planes in 1929) automatic pilot, and dual flight instru­
ments, as well as more comfortable for passengers, 
with greater amounts of room, heating and cooling and 
accommodations associated with luxury travel. Im­
provements in air navigation contributed to greater 
reliability and safety. Transcontinental night flying and 
overseas routes were developed with the support of 
the airmail. The end result was that planes, and pilots, 
could fly longer distances, in all types of weather. 
Postmaster General Brown’s use of the McNary- 
Watres Act was a powerful tool in the improvement 
of the whole.

The events leading to the Army Air Corps Mail Op­
eration, including the investigations of Brown, were 
more for political reasons than for any real policy dis­
agreement. Nonetheless, there was a price paid, not 
by the airline companies, Congress or any other im­
personal entity. The price was the very real deaths of 

12 airmen, noted by the cover in figure 14. In the 
words of John L. Frisbee, in an article in airforce- 
magazine.com, “As the toll rose (the final count was 
12 deaths and 66 crashes) ...the young pilots, who 
often cleared themselves for a flight, continued to fly 
into weather they should not have attempted. Despite 
all these hardships and hazards, there were more vol­
unteers to fly the mail than there were spaces avail­
able. These young men were out to prove the Air Corps 
could do the job. The young lieutenants, who suffered 
and too often died during that terrible winter of 1934, 
deserve a large share of credit for an outcome that 
few had foreseen. Valor takes many forms in peace 
and in war.”
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Hampshire County West Virginia Post Offices
Part 2

By Len McMaster

Previously I discussed a little of the history of Hamp­
shire County, described the source of the data and the 
conventions used in the listings, and began the listing of 
the post offices from Augusta through Green Valley 
Depot. The introduction is repeated here.

Introduction
Several people have previously cataloged the Hamp­

shire County West Virginia post offices, generally as 
part of a larger effort to list all the post offices of West 
Virginia. Examples include Helbock’s United States Post 
Offices1 and Small’s The Post Offices of West Vir­
ginia, 1792-19772. Confusing this study is that Hamp­
shire County was initially split off from Virginia with 
the establishment of many early post offices appearing 
in studies of Virginia post offices such as Abelson’s 
Virginia Postmasters and Post Offices, 1789-18323 
and Hall’s “Virginia Post Offices, 1798-1859”4; and that 
Hampshire County was itself eventually split into all or 
parts of five West Virginia counties, including its present 
day boundaries. Two other lists warrant mentioning: 
Forte’s comprehensive list of post offices on his postal 
history website5 and Lisbeth’s study of Virginia Postal 

Map 1 1906 Post route map of the state of Virginia and West Virginia 
(indicating sites of Civil War battles), Postmaster General, Library of 
Congress Geography and Map Division <http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.ndlpcoop/ 
glvaOl.lvaOOl 6 7>

Markings Colonial -1865, which, while not comprehen­
sive, has the advantage of including postal markings as 
well as early postmasters6.

Thus I have attempted to identify the approximate 
location and dates of operation of the post offices es­
tablished in Hampshire County, explaining, where pos­
sible, the discrepancies or possible confusion that ex­
ists in the other listings. Because of the length of the 
material, it has been broken up into three parts. This 
part will include the balance of the Hampshire county 
post office descriptions starting with Hainesville, and 
the third part will include descriptions of the post of­
fices in Mineral County today that were established in 
Hampshire County before Mineral County was split off, 
and tables of all the post offices established in Hamp­
shire County.

Individual Post Office Location 
and History of Name Changes
Hainesville (Haines Store)

Hainesville was located near the crossroads of Old 
Martinsburg Road (County Route 45/9) and Kedron 
Road (County Route 45/11) southwest of Slanesville. 
The post office was established February 11,1878 with 
James Haines serving as the first postmaster, and was 

discontinued April 9,1895 with the 
mail routed to Barnes Mill.

Hanging Rock

Hanging Rock was located in 
north-central Hampshire County on 
the Northwestern Turnpike (U.S. 
Route 50) near the intersection with 
North River Road (State Route 
29S) between Capon Bridge and 
Augusta. The post office was es­
tablished October 11,1819, discon­
tinued from July 9, 1866 until re­
established July 27, 1870, and finally 
discontinued May 31,1958 with the 
mail routed to Augusta.

Note that there was also a com­
munity called Hanging Rocks in the 
northwest part of the County on 
State Route 28 between Springfield 
and Romney, near Wappocomo. 
Even the Post Office Department 
was confused by the similarity, be-

Copyright 2010 by Len McMaster

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.ndlpcoop/glvaOl.lvaOOl_6_7
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Figure 7 1848 Hanging Rock manuscript postmark (courtesy of Wayne Farley)

cause they sent the Hanging Rock postmaster a “site 
location” form dated September 6, 1870 along with a 
map of the area between Springfield and Romney, ask­
ing him to mark the location of the post office “on the 
attached tracing”7.

Hannums Mills (Mills, Lafollettsville, Nero)

Established January 18, 1876 and discontinued Janu­
ary 17, 1877, the post office was re-established as 
Lafollettsville and later Nero. See Nero for more de­
tail.

Higginsville

Higginsville was located in north-central Hampshire 
County on Springfield Grade Road (County Route 3) 
near the intersection with Little Cacapon North Road 
(County Route 50/9) between Slanesville and Points. 
The post office was established April 26, 18508 and 
discontinued from July 9,1866 until re-established De­
cember 27,1871. The post office was finally discontin­
ued June 30,1948 with the mail routed to Points.

High View

High View is located on the eastern border with Vir­
ginia on Carpers Pike (State Route 259) near the inter­
section with Fred Oates/Christian Church Road (County 
Route 23/5). The post office was established as part of 
Frederick County, Virginia June 22,1839 and changed 
to Hampshire County in August 31, 1893, thirty years 
after West Virginia became a state. It was discontin­
ued May 31,1959 with the mail routed to Gore, but re­
established September 14, 1963, and continues as a 
working post office today, zip code 26808.

Hooks Mills (Hook’s Mill)

Hooks Mills was located in the southeast part of the 
County on Cacapon River Road (County Route 14) near 
the intersection with Hooks Mill Road (County Route 
13/3) between Capon Bridge and Yellow Spring. The 

post office was established Decem­
ber 6, 1854 and discontinued from 
July 9,1866 until re-established Oc­
tober 13,1879. The post office was 
finally discontinued April 30,1950 
with the mail routed to Yellow 
Spring.

Hoy

Hoy was located in the central part 
of the County near the intersection 
of Offutts Road (County Route 45/ 
8) and Hoy Road (County Route 45/ 
13) southwest of Slanesville and 

northwest of Hanging Rock. The post office was es­
tablished June 5, 1906 and discontinued April 30,1958 
with the mail routed to Slanesville.

Intermont (Mutton Run)

Intermont was located in the southeast comer of the 
County along the Cacapon River on Capers Pike (State 
Route 259) south of Capon Lake. The post office was 
originally established as Mutton Run October 13,1879. 
In the early 20th century the Winchester and Western 
Railroad was built by the Intermountain Construction 
Co. from Winchester, Virginia southwest along the east­
ern border of Hampshire County to Wardensville in 
Hardy County, and on June 11, 1915 the name of the 
post office was changed to Intermont. The Intermont 
post office (zip code 26842) continued operation until it 
was discontinued January 29,1972 with the mail routed 
to Wardensville.

Jericho

Jericho was located on the eastern border with Virginia 
on Carpers Pike (State Route 259), between High View 
and Lehew. The post office was established Novem­
ber 6, 1897 and discontinued September 30,1913 with 
the mail routed to High View.

Figure 8 Jericho postmark of 1901 (courtesy of Wayne 
Farley)
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Jersey Mountain (Three Churches)

Established September 30, 1879, the name was 
changed to Three Churches January 20, 1887. See 
Three Churches for more detail.

Junction (Moorefield Junction)

Junction was located in the western part of the County 
along Mill Creek at the intersection of the Northwest­
ern Turnpike (U.S. Route 50) and (U.S. Highway 220/ 
State Route 28), west of Romney, North of Rada. It 
appears that the post office was originally established 
as Junction November 13,1866 and discontinued Sep­
tember 4, 1868. The post office was re-established as 
Moorefield Junction August 12,1874, discontinued on 
September 18,1876 and re-established April 19,1877. 
On December 11,1890 the name was changed to Junc­
tion. APOD “site location” form dated September 1, 
1891 states the name as “Junction, late Moorefield 
Junction”7. The post office continued operation as 
Junction (zip code 26824) until service was suspended 
January 30, 1997. The post office was finally discon­
tinued October 1, 2005 with the mail routed to 
Purgitsville.

Kirby

Kirby was located in south-central Hampshire County 
along Grassy Lick Run, southeast of Romney near the 
crossroads of Grassy Lick Road (County Route 10) 
and Rock Oak Road (County Route 10/6). The post 
office was established May 27, 1884 with Lucinda 
Kirby serving as the first postmaster, and continued 

operation until service was suspended October 2, 
1992. The post office (zip code 26729) was finally 
discontinued August 8, 1998 with the mail routed to 
Rio.

Lafollettsville (Lafollet’s Ville, Hannums Mills, Nero) 

Established August 13,1877 and discontinued July 20, 
1894, this post office was originally known as Hannums 
Mills and later became Nero. See Nero for more de­
tail.

Lehew (Dove Hill)

Lehew was located in the eastern part of the County 
on Carpers Pike (State Route 259) near the intersec­
tion with H.G Brill Road (County Route 23/4) between 
High View and Yellow Spring.

A POD “site location” form dated April 16,1887 pro­
poses a post office at “Dove Hill, West Va” to be called 
Reid, which was rejected in favor of Lehew7. The 
post office (zip code 26843) was established Decem­
ber 24,1887 and discontinued September 9,1984 with 
the mail routed to Yellow Spring.

Levels (Levels Cross Roads)

Levels is located in the north-central part of the County 
northeast of Points at the intersection of Jersey Moun­
tain Road (County Route 5), Frenches Station Road 
(County Route 5/7), Bright’s Hollow Road (County 
Route 5/5), and Little Cacapon-Levels Road (County 
Route 3/3). The post office was originally established 
as Levels Cross Roads September 25, 1871, which

Figure 9 Levels Family Store and post office today (courtesy of David McMaster)
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Figure 10 1900 Levels postmark

was discontinued July 12, 1880. The post office was 
re-established as Levels January 20, 1890 and was 
discontinued from March 14,1894 until re-established 
November 17, 1897. The post office continues as a 
working post office today, zip code 25431.

Levels Cross Roads (Levels)

Established September 25,1871 and discontinued July 
12, 1880, the post office was re-established as Lev­
els. See Levels for more detail.

Little Cape Capon (Little Cape Capot, Little 
Cacapon)

Little Cacapon was located in the northern part of 
the County at the mouth of the Little Cacapon River 
on the Potomac, near the intersection of Okonoko - 
Little Capon Road (County Route 2/7) and Spring 
Gap - Neals Run Road (County Route 2), east of 
Okonoko and north of Cacapehon. The post office 
was established as Little Cape Capon January 19, 
1815. According to Axelson3 the post office was dis­
continued in April 1824. The post office was re-es­
tablished September 28,1829 until finally discontin­
ued October 26, 1835. The name of the community 
was changed to Little Cacapon circa 1894.

Mill Brook (Millbrook)

Established August 13,1877, the name was 
changed to Millbrook January 3,1896. See 
Millbrook for more detail.

Millbrook (Mill Brook)

Millbrook was located in the southeastern 
part of the County on Dillons Run Road 
(County Route 50/25) near where it crosses 
Dillons Run northwest ofYellow Spring. The 
post office was originally established as Mill 
Brook August 13,1877. On January 3,1896 
the name was changed to Millbrook and the 

post office was discontinued August 31,1954 with the 
mail being routed to Capon Bridge. The post office 
“Record and Postal Account Book” signed by post­
master P.F. Swisher indicates the name was Mill Brook 
from 1892-1895, while the same record book signed 
by postmaster Newton M. Smalts indicates the name 
was Millbrook in 18969, consistent with the postmas­
ter appointment records.

The two spellings are listed separately by Small2; but 
Helbock lists only Millbrook, noting that “post offices 
that experience a name change from a two word to a 
one word format are typically listed only under the 
form that was in use for the longest period of time”1.

Figure 11 Millbrook last day postmark 1954. (courtesy 
of Wayne Farley)

Loom Moorefield Junction (Junction)

Loom was located in eastern Hampshire County on 
the Northwestern Turnpike (U.S. Route 50) at the 
intersection with Timber Mountain Road (County 
Route 50/22) between Capon Bridge and Hanging 
Rock. A POD “site location” form dated May 25, 
1916 suggests the proposed post office name was 
“Central” for “Central Church”, which was rejected 
in favor of Loom, and would be located at Lupton’s 
Store7. The post office was established as Loom 
January 22,1917 and discontinued February 28,1943 
with the mail routed to Capon Bridge.

Established August 12,1874, the post office was pre­
viously known as Junction, and on December 11,1890 
the name was changed back to Junction. See Junction 
for more detail.

Mutton Run (Interment)

Established October 13, 1879 the name was changed 
to Interment June 11, 1915. See Interment for more 
detail.
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Neals Run (Neal Run, Cacapehon)

Neals Run was located in the north-central part of the 
County on Spring Gap - Neals Run Road (County 
Route 2) near the intersection with Baptist Church - 
Powers Hollow Road (County Route 2/5) south of Little 
Cacapon. While the post office was originally estab­
lished as Cacapehon May 8, 1901, POD “site loca­
tion” form dated March 26, 1901 proposes “Wico” as 
the post office name. On the reverse it lists the pro­
posed names in order of preference as “Bethel”, 
“Wico”, “Peach”, and “Cacapehon”7. On April 15, 
1925 the name was changed to Neals Run, and was 
discontinued May 31,1942 with the mail routed to 
Okonoko.

Nero (Hannums Mills, Lafollettsville, Mills)

Nero was located in the southeast part of the County 
along Loman Branch on Back Creek Road (County 
Route 23/3) north of Capon Springs. Nero is shown 
on a 1933 map of the county10 and shown on a Janu­
ary 6,1923 POD “site location” report/diagram as being 
approximately three (straight-line) miles east of Con­
cord, on the Winchester & Western Railroad line were 
it crosses Loman Branch, 2 miles south of Shiloh Sta­
tion7. Because of the similarity of locations on differ­
ent maps and descriptions in their POD “site location” 
forms, I believe the post office for this community was 
originally established as Hannums Mills and later 
Lafollettsville before becoming Nero.

Hannums Mills was established January 18, 1876. A 
POD “site location” form dated January 6, 1876 sub­
mitted in conjunction with the application for a new 
post office along the route between Capon Springs 
and Winchester, Virginia notes that the mail was car­
ried only during “watering season ... June 15th to Oct 
1st (referring to the visitors to Capon Springs for the 
reported medicinal benefits of its mineral water). Ap­
parently the post office was approved only for the 
“watering season,” because a subsequent POD “site 
location” form dated September 20, 1976 appears to 
have been submitted requesting the continuation of 
service beyond October 1, 1876 as part of the route 
between Capon Springs and Capon Bridge7. While 
extended for a few months, the Hannums Mills post 
office was discontinued January 17,1877.

The post office was re-established as Lafollettsville 
August 13,1877 with a POD “site location” form dated 
March 25,1878 indicating the “Lafollett’s Ville” post 
office was four miles (by the most direct road) south­
east of the Concord post office7. Lafollettsville, while 
not shown on current maps, is found on several late 

19th century maps in the southeast comer of the County 
along the border with Virginia southeast of Lehew. In 
their 1897 history of Hampshire County Maxwell and 
Swisher note that Lafollettsville lay 19/2 miles south­
east of Romney and nearby Lehew lay 19 miles south­
east of Romney (the distance described as a straight 
line from Romney and the directions11. The 
Lafollettsville post office was discontinued July 20, 
1894.

A POD “site location” form dated May 2, 1904 pro­
poses the re-establishment of a post office at “Mills, 
W. Va.” to be called Mills, which was rejected in fa­
vor of Nero7. The post office was thus re-established 
as Nero in June 15, 1904, which continued operation 
until it was discontinued December 15, 1926 with the 
mail routed to Gore, Virginia.

North River (Northriver Mills)

Established March 13, 1821, the name was changed 
to North River Mills May 11, 1822, and later to 
Northriver Mills. See Northriver Mills for more detail.

North River Meeting House (Rio)

Established February 11, 1826 and discontinued Au­
gust 22, 1866, the post office was later re-established 
as Rio. See Rio for more detail.

North River Mills (Northriver Mills)

Established May 11, 1822, the post office was previ­
ously known as North River, and on December 5,1895 
the name was changed to Northriver Mills. See 
Northriver Mills for more detail.

Figure 12 North River Mills manuscript postmark circa 
1860 (courtesy of Wayne Farley)

Northriver Mills (North River, North River Mills)

Northriver Mills was located in central Hampshire 
County on Springfield Grade Road (County Route 15) 
between Slanesville and Capon Bridge near the inter­
section with North River Road (County Route 4/2). 



Summer 2010 43

The post office was originally established 
as North River March 13, 1821. The name 
was changed to North River Mills May 11, 
1822, and then again to Northriver Mills 
December 5,1895. The post office (zip code 
26744) continued operation until it was dis­
continued September 30,1972 with the mail 
routed to Capon Bridge.

North River is not listed by Small2, but is 
listed by Helbock1 with the same operation 
dates. The two spellings, North River Mills 
and Northriver Mills, are listed separately 
by Small; but Helbock only lists Northriver 
Mills, noting that “post offices that experi­
ence a name change from a two word to a 
one word format are typically listed only under the form 
that was in use for the longest period of time”'.

Offutt’s (Offutt’s Store)

Offutt’s is not listed by Helbock1 or Small2. However, 
Axelson3 lists its existence from October 1804 to 1829, 
and Hall4 lists its existence from 1817 to 1829.1 found 
it listed in the 1817, 1819, 1822, 1825, and 1827 Post 
Office Department Lists of Post Offices, but not in 
the 1805, 1808 or 1811 Post Office Department Lists 
of Post Offices, which at first seems more consistent 
with Hall’s listing of operation. However, I also found 
it listed in the Record of Appointment of Postmasters, 
Oct. 1789-183212 with James Offutt appointed post­
master October 31,1814, such that I believe Axelson’s 
1804 date of establishment is a typo and that the post 
office was established October 31,1814, which would 
then be consistent with all the data. According to both 
Axelson and Hall the post office was discontinued in 
1829. I also found a James Offutt listed as a head of 
household in Hampshire County in the 1810 and 1820 
census13.

Maud Pugh in her book Capon Valley, Its Pioneers 
and their Descendants 1698-1940 mentions both James 
Offutt and the second postmaster, Nathaniel Offutt, 
and notes that the Offutt estate was near Slanesville14. 
The 1822 and 1825 Post Office Department Lists of 
Post Offices indicate it was located a distance of 93 
miles west of Washington, DC and 180 miles north­
west of Richmond. Similar to the argument discussed 
for Dunn’s Store, it appears to have been located in 
the eastern part of Hampshire County by comparison 
with the distances listed to other Hampshire County 
post offices. Thus I believe the post office was lo­
cated southwest of Slanesville, likely along what is now 
Offutt School Road (County Route 45/8). Its location

Figure 13 1868 Okonoko manuscript postmark

in this general area is supported by Nathaniel Offutt 
serving as postmaster of the nearby Cold Stream post 
office from 1834-185715 after the Offutt’s post office 
was discontinued.

Okonoko (Cacaponville)

Okonoko was located in the northern part of the 
County along the Potomac River on Okonoko - Little 
Capon Road (County Route 2/7) near the intersection 
with Levels - Okonoko Road (County Route 5/6) west 
of Little Cacapon. Originally known as Cacaponville, 
because of its proximity to the mouth of the Little 
Cacapon River, the post office was established as 
Cacaponville March 18, 1843. On June 6, 1853 the 
name was changed to Okonoko, and was discontin­
ued from July 1, 1867 until re-established March 31, 
1868. The post office continued operation until being 
discontinued October 31,1958 with the mail routed to 
Paw Paw, Morgan Co.

Pancake

Pancake was located in southwest Hampshire County 
on Pancake Road (County Route 8/2), northeast of 
Purgitsville, once connecting to South Branch River 
Road (County Route 8) across the South Branch 
Potomac River. The post office was established May 
10, 1911 with Fred Pancake serving as the first post­
master, and operated until it was discontinued May 
31, 1912 with the mail routed to Glebe.

Pleasant Dale

Pleasant Dale was located in central Hampshire 
County on the Northwestern Turnpike (U.S. Route 
50) near the intersection with Dunmore Ridge Road 
(County Route50/18) between Capon Bridge and Au­
gusta. The post office was established February 3, 
1848 and operated until it was discontinued Decem­
ber 30,1964 with the mail routed to Augusta.
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Figure 14 Purgitsville manuscript postmark circa 1865.

Points

Points is located in the north-central part of the County 
on Jersey Mountain Road (County Route 5) near the 
intersection with Springfield Grade Road (County 
Route 3) between Levels and Three Churches. The 
post office was established December 8, 1897 and 
continues as a working post office today, zip code 
25437.

Purgitsville (Burgitsville, Pargatsville, Purgittsville, 
Taylor)

Purgitsville is located in the southwest comer of the 
County on U.S. Route 220 (State Route 28) near the 
intersection with Huffman Road (County Route 220/3 
between Rada and Moorefield (Hardy County). The 
post office was established September 17, 1851 with 
William S. Purgit serving as the first postmaster. Mrs. 
Nancy J Taylor became the postmaster September 16, 
1885 and on August 21, 1886 the name was changed 
to Taylor. The name was changed back to Purgitsville 
May 18, 1889 when Mrs. Taylor was replaced by 
Martha Purgit, and continues as a 
working post office today, zip code 
26852.

Rada (Davy)

Rada was located in the southwest 
part of the County along Mill Creek 
on U.S. Route 220 (State Route 28) 
near the intersection with Rada 
Road (County Route 220/7) be­
tween Junction and Purgitsville. 
The post office was originally es­
tablished August 20,1902 as Davy, 
but the name was changed to Rada 
January 24, 1911, which continued 

operation until discontinued March 31,1948 
with the mail routed to Purgitsville. Rada 
B. Davy served as the first postmaster from 
1902 to 1912, providing the origin of both 
names.

Rio (North Branch Meeting House, North 
River Meeting House)

Rio is located in the south-central part of 
the County along the North River just north 
of Hardy County on Delray Road (State 
Route 29) at the intersection with Ford Hill 
Road (County Route 53). Originally know 
as North Branch Meeting House16,17’18, the 
North River Meeting House post office was 

established February 11, 1826 and discontinued Au­
gust 22, 1866. A POD “site location” form dated No­
vember 19, 1881 proposes a new post office with the 
name “Oxford”, which was rejected and Rio 
selected7.The Rio post office was thus established 
December 27, 1881 and continues as a working post 
office today, zip code 26755.

Romney (Ronmey)

Romney is located in western Hampshire County along 
the South Branch River on the Northwestern Turn­
pike (U.S. Route 50) near the intersection with State 
Route 28. The Romney post office, the first in West 
Virginia, was likely established in late 1795 or early 
1796, since the often cited date of establishment, April 
1, 1796, is actually the “date of first return” noted in 
the postmaster appointment records. The post office 
was discontinued for a short period from June 3,1861 
until re-established December 16, 1861. It continues 
operation as a working post office today, zip code 
26757.

Figure 15 Romney postmark circa 1845.
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Figure 16 1857 Romney postmark.

Ruckman

Ruckman was located in south-central Hampshire 
County at the intersections of Ash Ruckman Road 
(County Route 7/4), J.C. Ruckman Road (County Route 
12/6) and Edgar Loy Road (County 7/7) south of Au­
gusta and northeast of Kirby. The post office was es­
tablished May 31, 1883 with James Ruckman serving 
as the first postmaster, and was discontinued Septem­
ber 15, 1947 with the mail routed to Shanks.

Sector (Glebe Station)

Sector was located southwest of Romney along the west 
bank of the South Branch River on Fleming-Sector Road 
(County Route 8/3) across the river from Glebe. In the 
early 20th century it was known as Glebe Station for its 
operation of a station on the South Branch Valley Rail­
road across the river from Glebe. The post office was 
established October 27,1917 and discon­
tinued December 15,1936 with the mail 
routed to Romney.

Sedan

Sedan was located in south-central 
Hampshire County in the North River 
Valley on Delray Road (State Route 29) 
near the intersection with Sedan School 
Road (county Route 11/1) between 
Hanging Rock and Delray. The post of­
fice was established January 9,1871 and 
discontinued November 15,1929 with the 
mail routed to Delray.

Shanks

Shanks is located in central Hampshire 
County along the Northwestern Turnpike 
(U.S. Route 50) at the intersection with 
Allen Hill Road (County Route 50/7) be­

tween Augusta and Romney. The post of­
fice was established December 22, 1897 
with Abraham Shank serving as the first 
postmaster, and continues as a working post 
office today, zip code 26761.

Sherrard’s Store (Bloomery)

Established December 28, 1814, the name 
was changed to Bloomery May 13, 1852. 
See Bloomery for more detail.

Slanesville (Slane’s Cross Roads)

Slanesville is located in the north-central part 
of the County along Bloomery Pike (State 
Route 29) near the intersection with Spring­
field Grade Road (County Route 3) west of 

Bloomery. The post office was established Septem­
ber 4, 1857 and continues as a working post office 
today, zip code 25444.

Smith’s Gap (Delray)

Established February 17,1848, the name was changed 
to Delray May 13, 1886. See Delray for more detail.

South Branch (Forks of Potomac, Frenches Station, 
South Branch Depot)

South Branch was located in the northern part of the 
County near the confluence of the South Branch and 
Potomac Rivers on Frenches Station Road (County 
Route 5/7). The post office was originally established 
as Forks of Potomac July 11, 1851. The post office 
name was changed to South Branch Depot Decem-

Figure 17 Shanks post office today (courtesy of David McMaster).
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Figure 18 1859 Slanesville manuscript postmark (courtesy of Wayne 
Farley)

ber 20,1865, and May 23,1903 changed again to South 
Branch, which it remained until being discontinued June 
30, 1950 with the mail routed to Levels.

South Branch Depot (Forks of Potomac, South 
Branch)

Established December 20, 1865, the post office was 
previously known as Forks of Potomac, and on May 
23, 1903 the name was changed to South Branch. See 
South Branch for more detail.

Spring Gap

Spring Gap is located in the north-central part of the 
County on Spring Gap - Neals Run Road (County Route 
2) between Cacapehon (Neals Run) and Slanesville. A 
POD “site location” form dated April 21,1890 proposes 
the new post office be called Spring Gap or Muncy7. 
The post office was established as Spring Gap July 17, 
1890 and discontinued June 30,1953 with the mail routed 
to Paw Paw, Morgan Co.

Springfield

Springfield is located in the northwest part of the County 
on State Route 28 near the 
intersection with Spring­
field - Green Spring Road 
(County Route 1) and 
Springfield Grade Road 
(County Route 3) between 
Donaldson and Wapocomo, 
north of Romney. The post 
office was established Sep­
tember 20, 1800 and was 
discontinued August 23, 
1864 until re-established 
July 3, 1865. It continues 
as a working post office 
today, zip code 26763.

Stony

Stony is located in the southwest part of the 
County south of Romney along the Little 
Cacapon North Fork on Grassy Lick Road 
(County Route 10) near the intersection with 
Bethel Church Road (County Route 10/2). 
A POD “site location” form dated March 
24, 1900 proposes the new post office be 
called Lee, which was rejected and replaced 
with Stony7. The post office was thus estab­
lished as Stony April 27,1900 and discontin­
ued April 14, 1904 with the mail routed to 
Romney.

Taylor (Purgitsville)

Established August 21,1886, the post office was previ­
ously known as Purgitsville, and on May 18, 1889 the 
name was changed back to Purgitsville. See Purgitsville 
for more detail.

Three Churches (Jersey Mountain)

Three Churches was located in the north-central part 
of the County north of Romney on Jersey Mountain 
Road (County Route 5) near the intersection with Three 
Churches Hollow Road (County Route 5/4). The post 
office was originally established as Jersey Mountain 
September 30, 1879. On January 20, 1887 the name 
was changed to Three Churches for the three historic 
white wooden churches located there: Mount Bethel 
Church, Mount Bethel Primitive Baptist Church, and 
Branch Mountain United Methodist Church, which still 
stand today. The post office was discontinued April 30, 
1941 with the mail routed to Romney until re-estab­
lished August 18, 1947. Service was suspended De­
cember 3, 1993 and finally discontinued February 1,1997 
with the mail routed to Romney.



Summer 2010 47

Figure 20 1886 Taylor postmark

Jay Lounsbury in his book on “Discontinued and Re­
named Post Offices in the ZIP Era,” distinguishes what 
he refers to as the “administrative” closing date that 
appears in Post Office Department records from the 
“actual” closing date, which may differ from the ad­
ministrative closing by days to years. In an attempt to 
increase the accuracy of post office closings, Lounsbury 
attempted to contact “current and former 
Postmasters and knowing local residents.” 
Thus Lounsbury lists the closing of Three 
Churches “during 1989,” as opposed to the 
“service suspended” date of December 3, 
1993 listed by the Post Office Department.19 
[This was the only discrepancy in closing 
dates noted by Lounsbury for post offices 
in Hampshire County.]

Valley

Valley was located northwest of Romney 
on the South Branch Valley Railroad line off 
Depot Valley Road near the intersection 
with Souix Lane in what is now the city of 
Romney. The post office was established 
May 19, 1928 and a February 6, 1928 POD 
“location form” suggests the post office 
would be located at the Valley railroad sta­
tion only 1 % miles northeast of the Vanderlip 
post office (located in the Vanderlip railroad 
station). The post office was discontinued June 15,1937 
with the mail routed to Romney.

Vanderlip (West Romney)

Vanderlip was located in the western part of the County 
along the South Branch Valley Railroad on the North­
western Turnpike (U.S. Route 50) west of Romney 
near the intersection with Foxes Hollow Road (County 
Route 50/4). The post office was established April 26, 
1915, and a January 16,1915 POD “site location” form 

suggests the post office would be lo­
cated at the Vanderlip railroad station. 
A 1942 POD “site location” form sug­
gests the station name had been 
changed to West Romney, and is shown 
on some maps as West Romney Sta­
tion. The post office was discontinued 
May 31, 1952 with the mail routed to 
Romney.

Wappocomo (Wapocomo, The Rocks)

Wappocomo, the Indian name for the 
South Branch of the Potomac, was lo­
cated in the western part of the County 
on State Route 28 between Springfield 

and Romney near the intersection with Poland Road 
(County Route 28/2). A POD “site location” form 
dated May 11, 1891 proposes the new post office be 
called High Rocks, which was rejected and replaced 
with Wappocomo7. Thus the post office was estab­
lished as Wappocomo June 1, 1891 and discontinued 
January 31,1921 with the mail routed to Romney.

Figure 21 1898 Wappocomo postmark

Yellow Spring

Yellow Spring is located in southeast Hampshire 
County on State Route 259 at the intersection with 
Capon River Road (County Route 14) between Lehew 
and Interment, south of High View. The post office 
was established June 22, 1839. It was discontinued 
October 4, 1866 until re-established July 7, 1868 and 
continues as a working post office today, zip code 
26865.
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WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS

WESSON TIME-ON-BOTTOM (TOB) 
DUPLEX HAND CANCELERS:

AN IN-DEPTH CHRONOLOGICAL SURVEY OF THE 
X-TYPE KILLERS

By Robert J. Trachimowicz and David J. Simmons (Continued from No. 241 Spring 2010)

Worcester Wesson Catalog No 1330 
Music Stand

Unique Days Of Use - (13)

MARCH 27 1882-6 PM

Catalog No 1330 Catalog No 1330
DATE AND TIME DATE AND TIME

FEBRUARY 1 1882-3 PM APRIL 2 1882-6 PM

FEBRUARY 1 1882 - 5 PM APRIL 3 1882 - 1 PM

FEBRUARY 1 1882-6 PM APRIL 3 1882-5 PM

FEBRUARY 1 1882-7 PM APRIL 4 1882-3 PM

FEBRUARY 2 1882-1 PM APRIL 5 1882- 10 AM

FEBRUARY 2 1882-4 PM APRIL 5 1882-2 PM

FEBRUARY 2 1882-6 PM APRIL 10 1882- 1 PM

FEBRUARY 4 1882-6 AM APRIL 10 1882-3 PM

FEBRUARY 4 1882-8 AM MAY 11 1882-6 PM

FEBRUARY 4 1882-6 PM MAY 12 1882-6 AM

MARCH 28 1882-7 PM
MARCH 31 1882-7 AM
MARCH 31 1882 - 11 AM
MARCH 31 1882-2 PM
MARCH 31 1882 -5 PM
MARCH 31 1882-6 PM

Worcester Wesson Catalog No 1340
3 Positive Bars From Solid Circle - 1 Gutter On Outer Bars 

- 2 Gutters On Inner Bar

Unique Days Of Use - (1)

Catalog No 1340
| DATE AND TIME ~|

FEBRUARY 8 1882 - 10 AM
i FEBRUARY 8 1882-6 PM

Worcester Wesson Catalog No 1350
3 Bar Segmented Cork With Offset Negative "N”

Unique Days Of Use - (2)

Catalog No 1350
..........DATE AND TIME

FEBRUARY 9 1882-8 AM
FEBRUARY 9 1882-2 PM

MARCH 6 1882 - 6 AM
MARCH 6 1882 - 3 PM
MARCH 6 1882 - 7 AM
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Worcester Wesson Catalog No 1360 
13 Positive Bars From Solid Circle

Unique Days Of Use - (24)

Catalog No 1360
DATE AND TIME

DECEMBER 27 1882 - 10 AM
DECEMBER 28 1882 - 7 PM
DECEMBER 30 1882 - 11 AM

JANUARY 27 1883-3 PM
JANUARY 27 1883 - 6 PM
JANUARY 29 1883-3 PM

Worcester Wesson Catalog No 1370 
Positive "W" With Negative Outline

Unique Days Of Use - (2)FEBRUARY 22 1882-1 PM
SEPTEMBER 22 1882 - 8 AM
SEPTEMBER 22 1882 - 1 PM
SEPTEMBER 22 1882-5 PM
SEPTEMBER 23 1882 - 8 AM
SEPTEMBER 23 1882 -10 AM
SEPTEMBER 27 1882-6 PM
SEPTEMBER 27 1882 - 7 PM
SEPTEMBER 30 1882 - 11 AM

OCTOBER 1 1882-9 PM
OCTOBER 2 1882 -1 PM
OCTOBER 3 1882-3 PM
OCTOBER 5 1882-7 AM
OCTOBER 5 1882-2 PM
OCTOBER 8 1882 - 9 PM
OCTOBER 9 1882-6 PM

NOVEMBER 10 1882 - 7 PM
NOVEMBER 11 1882 -10 AM
NOVEMBER 15 1882- 1 PM
DECEMBER 14 1882-8 AM
DECEMBER 14 1882-3 PM
DECEMBER 15 1882-3 PM
DECEMBER 16 1882-4 PM
DECEMBER 20 1882-6 PM

DECEMBER 21 1882- 10 AM

Catalog No 1370 __
DATE AND TIME

FEBRUARY 22 1882-9 PM
FEBRUARY 23 1882- 10 AM 

j FEBRUARY 23 1882 - 3 PM
FEBRUARY 23 1882 - 8 PM

Worcester Wesson Catalog No 1390
Grid Of 6 Positive Bars By 5 Positive Bars - Wide Spacing

Unique Days Of Use - (1)

Catalog No 1390
I DATE AND TIME
; FEBRUARY 24 1882 - 9 PM <

Worcester Wesson Catalog No 1380
Grid Of 6 Positive Bars By 5 Positive Bars

- Narrow Spacing
Unique Days Of Use - (2)

Catalog No 1380
DATE AND TIME

FEBRUARY 22 1882-9 PM
FEBRUARY 23 1882- 10 AM
FEBRUARY 23 1882-3 PM
FEBRUARY 23 1882-8 PM



Summer 2010 51

Worcester Wesson Catalog No 1400 
Geometric - Tic - Tac - Toe Pattern

Unique Days Of Use - (3)

Catalog No 1400 
i DATE AND TIME i

FEBRUARY 27 1882-5 PM
FEBRUARY 27 1882-6 PM

MARCH 15 1882-5 PM
MARCH 17 1882-2 PM
MARCH 17 1882-3 PM

Worcester Wesson Catalog No 1420 
4 Positive Bars From Solid Circle

Unique Days Of Use - (4)

Catalog No 1420 
I DATE AND TIME ~|

APRIL 6 1882- 10 AM
APRILS 1882- 1 PM
APRIL 8 1882-3 PM
APRIL 9 1882-6 PM

DECEMBER 9 1882 - 3 PM
DECEMBER 9 1882-6 PM

Worcester Wesson Catalog No 1410
Geometric - Negative "X" With 1 Vertical And 

2 Horizontal Gutters
Unique Days Of Use - (2)

Catalog No 1410 
| DATE AND TIME

MARCH 29 1882-3 PM
MARCH 30 1882-2 PM

Worcester Wesson Catalog No 1430 
Geometric - Chevron Design With Split Tail

Unique Days Of Use - (1)

Catalog No 1430
: DATE AND TIME |

APRIL 11 1882- 10 AM
APRIL 11 1882-2 PM



52 Whole Number 242

Worcester Wesson Catalog No 1440 
Hemispheres With Masonic Grid Worcester Wesson Catalog No 1450 

Negative "X" Inside Diamond

Unique Days Of Use - (1)

Catalog No 1450
| DATE AND TIME | 

| APRIL 14 1882 - 1 PM |

Unique Days Of Use - (1)

Catalog No 1440 
c DATE AND TIME

APRIL 12 1882 - 6 AM ]

Worcester Wesson Catalog No 1460
Negative "W" Superimposed On 6 Positive Bars

Unique Days Of Use - (2)

Catalog No 1460
DATE AND TIME i

; APRIL 15 1882-7 PM
; APRIL 17 1882 - 3 PM
APRIL 17 1882-7 PM

Worcester Wesson Catalog No 1470 
Hemispheres With Wide Gutter

Unique Days Of Use - (10)

Catalog No 1470
DATE AND TIME

APRIL 19 1882-3 PM
APRIL 20 1882-9 PM
APRIL 21 1882-3 PM
APRIL 26 1882- 10 AM
APRIL 27 1882-7 PM
APRIL 29 1882-7 PM
APRIL 30 1882-6 PM
MAY 6 1882- 11 AM
MAY 16 1882-6 PM
JUNE 9 1882-5 PM

Worcester Wesson Catalog No 1480
Hemispheres With Wide Gutter And Narrow Cross 

Gutter Or Wear Line
Unique Days Of Use - (5)

Catalog No 1480
DATE AND TIME i

MAY 1 1882-3 PM
MAY 1 1882 - 5 PM
MAY 4 1882-6 PM
MAY 5 1882-6 PM

MAY 13 1882- 10 AM
MAY 13 1882 -2 PM

MAY 15 1882- 11 AM
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Worcester Wesson Catalog No 1490
Hemispheres With Wide Gutter And Short Diagonal Gutter

Unique Days Of Use - (3)

Catalog No 1490 
DATE AND TIME

MAY 8 1882 - 1 PM
MAY 8 1882 -3 PM
MAY 8 1882-6 PM
MAY 9 1882-6 PM
MAY 11 1882-2 PM

Worcester Wesson Catalog No 1500
Unequally Segmented 4 By 4 Grid

Unique Days Of Use - (2)

Catalog No JI 500
DATE AND TIME '

MAY 23 1882 - 3 PM
MAY 24 1882-3 PM
MAY 24 1882-5 PM

Worcester Wesson Catalog No 1510 
Leaf - 3 Fronds

Unique Days Of Use - (3)

JUNE 13 1882-6 PM
JULY 9 1882-6 PM

JULY 11 1882-2 PM
JULY 11 1882-3 PM

W orcester Wesson Catalog No 1520 
Negative Serifed "W" In Solid Circle

Unique Days Of Use - (1)

Catalog No 1520
DATE AND TIME

JUNE 14 1882- 1 PM
JUNE 14 1882-5 PM
JUNE 14 1882 - 6 PM
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Worcester Wesson Catalog No 1530
Hemispheres With Wide Gutter And Vertical Split

Worcester Wesson Catalog No 1540
3 Positive Bars From Solid Circle

Unique Days Of Use - (2)

Unique Days Of Use - (8)

Catalog No 1530
I DATE AND TIME I

JUNE 22 1882-5 PM
JUNE 23 1882-5 PM
JUNE 26 1882-5 AM
JUNE 27 1882-5 PM
JUNE 29 1882-5 PM
JULY 4 1882-5 AM
JULY 4 1882-3 PM
JULY 6 1882-6 PM

AUGUST 27 1882- 11 AM

Worcester Wesson Catalog No 1550 
12 Positive Bars From Solid Circle

Unique Days Of Use - (9)

Catalog No 1550
DATE AND TIME

JULY 13 1882-7 PM
JULY 14 1882-10 AM
JULY 14 1882- 1 PM
JULY 14 1882 - 6 PM
JULY 15 1882 - 8 PM
JULY 17 1882 - 6 AM
JULY 17 1882 - 3 PM
JULY 20 1 882 - 2 PM
JULY 20 1882 - 6 PM
JULY 21 1882-6 PM

JANUARY 1 1883-1 PM
JANUARY 2 1883 - 3 PM
JANUARY 6 1883 - 5 AM

Catalog No 1540
I DATE AND TIME~"|
JULY 3 1882-4 PM
JULY 5 1882-3 PM

THIS

Worcester Wesson Catalog No 1560
Grid Of Small Diamonds - 8 Bars By 7 Bars

Unique Days Of Use - (15)

Catalog No 1560
DATE AND TIME

JULY 24 1882 -6 PM
JULY 24 1882-7 PM
JULY 25 1882 - 6 PM
JULY 25 1882-8 PM

JULY 27 1882- 11 AM
JULY 27 1882-7 PM
JULY 28 1882-4 PM
JULY 29 1882- 10 AM
JULY 31 1882-10 AM

AUGUST 7 1882-6 PM
AUGUST 8 1882-6 PM
AUGUST 9 1882-11 AM
AUGUST 12 1882-2 PM
AUGUST 14 1882 - 6 PM

AUGUST 15 1882-10 AM
AUGUST 16 1882 - 3 PM
AUGUST 17 1882- 1 PM
AUGUST 18 1882-8 AM
AUGUST 18 1882-6 PM
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Worcester Wesson Catalog No 1570 
Hemispheres With Wide Gutter And 5 Narrow

Intersecting Gutters
Unique Days Of Use - (3)

Worcester Wesson Catalog No 1580 
Leaf - 3 Fronds With Wide Central Vein

Catalog No 1570
I DATE AND TIME |

AUGUST 1 1882 - 5 AM ~ 
j AUGUST 7 1882- 10 AM~ 

I AUGUST 11 1882 - 3 PM
I AUGUST 11 1882 - 6 PM~

Worcester Wesson Catalog No 1590
Leaf - 3 Fronds With Additional Vertical Gutter

Unique Days Of Use - (2)

Catalog No 1590
DATE AND TIME

AUGUST 5 1882- 11 AM
AUGUST 5 1882- 1 PM~

AUGUST 6 1882-6 PM

Unique Days Of Use - (1)

AUGUST 3 1882 - 6 PM

Catalog No 1580
I DATE AND TIME

AUGUST 3 1882-2 PM

Worcester Wesson Catalog No 1600 
14 Positive Bars From Solid Circle

Unique Days Of Use - (7)

Catalog No 1600 
DATE AND TIME

AUGUST 19 1882-2 PM
AUGUST 21 1882- 10 AM
AUGUST 22 1882-6 PM
AUGUST 25 1882-2 PM
AUGUST 25 1882-6 PM
AUGUST 26 1882-3 PM

AUGUST 28 1882- 10 AM
AUGUST 29 1882-6 PM
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Worcester Wesson Catalog No 1610
17 Bars From Solid Circle With Thin Intersecting Gutter

Unique Days Of Use - (7)

Worcester Wesson Catalog No 1620
17 Positive Bars From Solid Circle -

With Thin Intersecting Gutter - Some Bars Missing

Catalog No 1610
DATE AND TIME

AUGUST 31 1882 - 6 PM
SEPTEMBER 2 1882 - 9 PM
SEPTEMBER 5 1882 - 2 PM
SEPTEMBER 7 1882 - 2 PM
SEPTEMBER 7 1882 - 3PM
SEPTEMBER 9 1882 -1 PM
SEPTEMBER 11 1882-8 AM
SEPTEMBER 11 1882 - 7 PM
SEPTEMBER 12 1882 - 7 PM

Unique Days Of Use - (5)

SEPTEMBER 14 1882 - 3 PM
SEPTEMBER 15 1882 -10 AM
SEPTEMBER 16 1882 - 6 PM
SEPTEMBER 18 1882 - 6 AM
SEPTEMBER 19 1882 - 8 PM

Worcester Wesson Catalog No 1630
5 Positive Bars From Solid Circle - Middle Bar Centered

Unique Days Of Use - (2)

Worcester Wesson Catalog No 1640
9 Positive Bars From Solid Circle With Thin 

Intersecting Gutter
Unique Days Of Use - (8)

OCTOBER 10 1882-6 PM
OCTOBER 13 1882-10 AM

I OCTOBER 13 1882-2 PM~

Catalog No 1640
DATE AND TIME

| OCTOBER 16 1882 -10 AM 
| OCTOBER 16 1882 - 7 PM~

OCTOBER 17 1882 - 3 PM~

OCTOBER 18 1882 - 8 AM 
I OCTOBER 18 1882 - 10 AM 
I OCTOBER 19 1882 - 5 PM~ 
I OCTOBER 21 1882 - 10 AM

OCTOBER 23 1882 -10 AM 
| OCTOBER23 1882-6PM~

OCTOBER 25 1882 - 2 PM~ 
| OCTOBER 26 1882-5 AM~ 
l OCTOBER 26 1882 - 3 PM~ 
I OCTOBER 26 1882-6 PM
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Worcester Wesson Catalog No 1650
Grid Of Small Squares - 9 Bars By 9 Bars

Unique Days Of Use - (1)

Worcester Wesson Catalog No 1660 
16 Positive Bars From Solid Circle

Catalog No 1650
DATE AND TIME

OCTOBER 30 1882-2 PM
OCTOBER 30 1882-3 PM

| OCTOBER 30 1882-4 PM |

Unique Days Of Use - (4)

Catalog No 1660
DATE AND TIME

NOVEMBER 1 1882 - 8 AM
NOVEMBER 1 1882-2 PM
NOVEMBER 2 1882-7 PM

NOVEMBER 3 1882 - 10 AM'

Worcester Wesson Catalog No 1670 
Grid Of Small Squares - 8 Bars By 9 Bars

Unique Days Of Use - (3)

NOVEMBER 6 1882-11 AM

Worcester Wesson Catalog 1680
15 Positive Bars From Solid Circle

Catalog No 1670 
~ DATE AND TIME

NOVMEBER 8 1882 - 6 PM
NOVEMBER 9 1882- 9 AM

NOVEMBER 10 1882 - 6 AM

Unique Days Of Use - (9)

Catalog No 1680
DATE AND TIME

NOVEMBER 15 1882-5 PM
NOVEMBER 15 1882-6 PM
NOVEMBER 16 1882-3 PM
NOVEMBER 16 1882-6 PM
NOVEMBER 17 1882-1 PM
NOVEMBER 18 1882 - 3 PM
NOVEMBER 18 1882-5 PM
NOVEMBER 18 1882-6 PM
NOVEMBER 18 1882-7 PM
NOVEMBER 21 1882 -10 AM
NOVEMBER 22 1882-6 PM
NOVEMBER 22 1882-7 PM
NOVEMBER 23 1882-3 PM

JANUARY 3 1883- 1 PM
JANUARY 4 1883-8 AM
JANUARY 4 1883- 11 AM
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IS SIDE.

Worcester Wesson Catalog No 1690
5 Positive Bars From Solid Circle With 

Intersecting Gutter
Unique Days Of Use - (6)

__ Catalog No 1690
| " DATE AND TIME |

DECEMBER 4 1882- 1 PM
DECEMBER 5 1882 - 11 AM
DECEMBER 5 1882 - 5 PM
DECEMBER? 1882-3 PM
DECEMBER? 1882-4 PM
DECEMBER? 1882-6 PM

DECEMBER 12 1882-6 AM
DECEMBER 23 1882-2 PM
DECEMBER 24 1882 - 6 PM

Worcester Wesson Catalog No 1700
8 Positive Bars From Solid Circle With Thin Offset 

Intersecting Gutter
Unique Days Of Use - (6)

Catalog No 1700
DATE AND TIME |

JANUARY 7 1883-6 PM
JANUARY 9 1883 - 3 PM

JANUARY 10 1 883 - 7 AM
JANUARY 11 1883- 10 AM
JANUARY 11 1883-2 PM
JANUARY 11 1883-3 PM
JANUARY 12 1883-8 AM
JANUARY 15 1883-8 AM

Worcester Wesson Catalog No 1720
Geometric - Grid With 3-Way Irregular Pattern

Worcester Wesson Catalog No 1710
7 Positive Bars And Negative "X" From Solid Circle

Unique Days Of Use - (1)

Catalog No 1710
DATE AND TIME

JANUARY 15 1883-3 PM
JANUARY 15 1883-4 PM

Unique Days Of Use - (3)

Catalog No 1720
DATE AND TIME

JANUARY 16 1883-1 PM
JANUARY 16 1883-3 PM
JANUARY 17 1883-5 PM
JANUARY 17 1883-6 PM
JANUARY 18 1883-3 PM

JANUARY 18 1883 - 7 PM - LKU FOR WORCESTER X-TYPE
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Philadelphia Rail Markings III - Trains, 2
by Tom Clarke

The first part in this series tried to bring to life the local 
streetcar post office experience and listed dates for 
the markings used in Philadelphia.

Part II expanded to the mail carried by the inter-county 
and interstate railway post offices that served Phila­
delphia. It included a set of cross-reference charts 
which showed how the 26 RPO rail lines should be 
divided and categorized into subdivisions, and by lo­
cally named terminals (and markings).

This installment lists the 26 RPO serving rail lines and 
subdivisions by marking —thanks again to the MPOS 
and their catalogs, as used in the past— and the local 
name variants, all in roughly chronological order by 
parent line.

However, let’s wax objective for a moment about this 
fascinating collecting area. Jim Forte, a decade-plus 
Nevada postmark/cover dealer, analyzes his cover 
wares. Over the years he has painstakingly kept track 
by cross reference his sales in many dozens of cat­
egories, state, stamp issue, county and usage. He cal­
culates statistics on all of this and publishes regular 
updates of his findings at his site <http:// 
www.postalhistory.com/index.htm>.

As a preface to the RPO section, he currently has this 
to say about covers similar to those described in this 
series:

R.P.O. philatelic literature is extensive....[long list 
of MPOS catalogs]...[but] Very, very few people 
collect R.P.O. markings for their own sake.

The current market is that only those whose 
interest is an entire state might include R.P.O.’s. 
There is no interest among those who collect a 
county or town [exception: this writer]. It does 
not have to be this way, but the currently 
available R.P.O. literature makes it difficult to 
trace an R.P.O. through the various counties and 
towns it ran. If this was easily available, many 
more [collections] would include R.P.O. covers.

Among the 50 states, the District of Columbia, 
R.P.O. ’s and Streetcars, R.P.O. ’s rate as 18th in 
terms of percentage of covers sold, at 57.69%. 
Streetcars rate as 29th in terms of percentage of 
covers sold, at 52.02%. R.P.O.’s rank 4th in terms 
of the value of covers sold as percentage of all 
town cancels sold, at 5.51%. Streetcars rank 
47thin terms of the value of covers sold as 

percentage of all town cancels sold, at 0.61%. 
R.P.O.’s overall rank at 4th and Streetcars rate at 
45th. This is a ten year running average. The most 
recent trends for R.P.O.’s are declining sharply 
and the trend for Streetcars is about the same.

With such an extensive nationwide breakdown, col­
lectors would be able to sort to the county level to see 
what RPO markings they ought search for to elabo­
rate and flesh out their area’s postal life. Interestingly, 
this series helps fill, at least for one major American 
city, the void Jim recognizes for state and county lists 
overall.

Collector’s can get a leg up on the process by copying 
at hometown libraries (or having their personnel do it) 
old area maps of their favorite locales. There are county 
maps aplenty that encompass many years of railroad 
building. They will familiarize a collector with right of 
ways and the changing lines’ names. For this, the 
internet’s map resources are embarrassingly abundant.

The next step is to look up those railway names for 
their inclusive dates and parentage, station stops (to 
help determine mail routing), company buyouts, etc., 
in order to build the chronology of what was running 
and when, what line name replaced it, how it enlarged 
and spread, an so on. Also, and in particular, they can 
begin to see how mails may have transferred, and the 
relation of the known RPO lines to the local post of­
fices along them.

There was a flourish of county atlases creation—very 
popular in the 1870s-1890s. County histories of the 
same period may list postmasters and their dates but 
of course not railway agents since they were not ap­
pointed officials.

As Jim suggests, adding RPO lines to area collections 
would give a much more complete view of postal life 
and would enhance understanding and interest by 
showing interrelationships between neighboring regions 
and mail travel. Late 19th century citizens were not as 
isolated as we may think, only hobbled by horse and 
buggy technology; the blessing of trains and RPO’s 
were slowing expanding and helping grow the eco­
nomic and social engines that became the America 
that powered the 20th century world in so many ways. 
As postal history, and especially RPO collectors, we 
can see more deeply into, feel a part of, and under­
stand better our nation building.

© copyright reserved 2010 by Tom Clarke

http://www.postalhistory.com/index.htm
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Map 2 Philadelphia RPO map showing a majority of the 26 parent lines, associate 
lines, and RR terminal names associated with Philadelphia-related RPO markings.



Summer 2010 61

YouTube'. There is a 1903 Biograph Company short 
film shows trolley mail car (city unknown) stopping to 
drop off closed mail bags to the waiting horse drawn 
mail wagon. I appears that the trolley waited till the 
mail wagon had closed his doors, signaling that the 
transfer was officially complete. It then moves along 
and the wagon is seen approaching a rail car, perhaps 
to hand over the outward bound intercity mail bags.

<http://www.youtube.eom/smithsoniarLNPM#p/u/32/  
tIVx3EIBKnO>

Another: Unfortunately, web links come and go with­
out notice so the previous and this next link may be as 
sadly effervescent. It’s a great look, from a trolley 
driver’s point of view, of San Francisco a few days 
before the terrible 1906 earthquake. It definitely gives 
the real-life feel of the hodge-podge of carriages and 
vehicles and pedestrian traffic that dodged in and 
around and everywhere. It almost makes the case for 
the regular lineup and crush of cars and busses on 
almost every city street during 2010 ‘drive time’:

<http://www.youtube.com/ 
watch_popup?v=NINOxRxze9k>

The “RPO Catalog” is what the RPO section of the 
Philadelphia Catalog is based (there’s little else). 
Currently, the U.S. Railway Post Office Postmark 
Catalog (Towle, MacDonald, et aL) is offered by a 
variety of dealers and by the MPOS itself, but the 
following is based on a write up by dealer Jim 
Mehrer, http://www.postal-history.com/ 
allbook.postalhist.rpos.html:

... this catalog has been continually updated, 
revised and expanded through the years, as new 
types of postmarks are discovered and reported. 
While some publishers might issue occasional 
supplements or “long awaited” updated editions 
of their original works (if any at all), the publish­
ers of the RPO catalog continually rework and 
renumber the pages as needed, inserting the 
new listings right where they belong.

If you already own this catalog, take a look at 
the final page number on your copy. Subtract 
that number from 1,149 [2009], andyou’llknow 
how many more pages of information have been 
added since then.

This completely revised update of the original 
U.S. Transit Markings Catalog Volumes II & III 
now contains... All reported RPO markings

(more than 13,000)... alphabetically, fully illus­
trated, with complete data: shape, dimensions, 
colors, dates of usage recorded, unusual killers, 
special notes, location of stations/terminals, 
terminals of routes, mileage of routes, catalog 
numbers, etc., plus a valuation system....

Towle suggested rarity factors shows price margins, 
but these are from the 1986 edition, 24 years old now. 
It was a period we could call the ‘collector bubble’, 
during the ‘go-go’, greedy and narcissistic ‘80’s, when 
stamps, coins, and probably Old Masters increased in 
price irrationally. It was a foreshadowing of the hous­
ing bubble-credit swap predicament we have recently 
passed through. Could we apply our often-used, web­
based monetary inflation tables here? Why not? Keep 
in mind, those late ‘70’s, ‘80’s prices tumbled in the 
‘90’s as many will recall, and many of the unsuspect­
ing chance takers lost their shirts!

Towle’s scarcity index Roman numerals are shown in 
the following listings, but converted to parenthetical 
arabic numbers for ease. We give the inflated equiva­
lents after 24 years, rounded up. The results, like popu­
lar stamp catalog figures, are patently absurd, but use­
ful for relative comparison. Note that since 1986 the 
inflation factor is about 200%. However, in the mean­
time we’ve hit a patch of deflation, at Wal-Mart, on 
Wall Street, in housing, and with General Motors prod­
ucts among many others. It doesn’t appear so with 
postal history and collector auctions:

10 Unique $500 to 1000 $965 to 1,930

1986 2009
1 Abundant 50c to $5 $ltolO
2V.Common $5 to 15 $10to30
3 Common $15 to 25 $30 to 48
4 Fairly Common $25 to 50 $48 to 97
5 Uncommon $50 to 75 $97 to 145
6 Scarce $75 to 125 $145 to 240
7 Rare $125 to 200 $240 to 386
8V.Rare $200 to 300 $386 to 579
9Ex.Rare $300 to 500 $579 to 965

A call as always to La Posta readers and RPO Col­
lectors: please contact the writer with bona fide dates 
that extend late usages or roll back early usages for 
the good of the cause. Email, preferably with large 
scans, to: ocl-tom@ix.netcom.com.

http://www.youtube.eom/smithsoniarLNPM%2523p/u/32/tIVx3EIBKnO
http://www.youtube.com/watch_popup?v=NINOxRxze9k
http://www.postal-history.com/
mailto:ocl-tom@ix.netcom.com
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PHILADELPHIA RAILWAY MAIL
The parent rail lines in large type A-Z with borders; independent lines, no borders; AA is miscellaneous usages. 

The earliest and latest known uses are respectively indicated in the right columns; rarity in parentheses. 
Italicized dates indicate estimates and stamp series’ initial date.

A. Allentown & Philadelphia
(12/1/97-8/10/51) 68 miles; Philadelphia & Reading (Perkiomen) RR

410 a ALLENTOWN & PHILA. / R.P.O. (185-01) 4 lines, 28+ (2) 
b ALLEN. & PHILA. / R.P.O. (185-D-1) 4 lines, 29+ (2) 
c ALLEN & PHILA. / R.P.O. (185-D-2) 3 lines, 30+ (1)

1898 8/13 1904 12/2
1910 12/28
1948 9/14

1937 11/3

B. Belvidere [NJ] / East Stroudsburg & Philadelphia
BELVIDERE & PHILADELPHIA

(8/1/1882, AS RPO-7/10/03, TO EAST STROUDSBURG) 103 Ml; PRR

1928 8/8

411 a BELV. & PHILA. / AGT. (242-B-2) 2 lines, 26+ (2) Banknotes
b BELV. & PHILA. / AGT (242-B-1) 3 lines, 26+ (2) 1882? 1885 4/6
c BELV. & PHILA. / R.P.O. (242-D-1) 3 lines, 26 (2) 1891 11/19 1883 8/1

East Stroudsburg & Philadelphia
(7/10/03-9/23/30) 115 mi; Delaware, Lackawanna & Western, and PRR

412 a E.STROUDSB'G. & PHILA./R.P.O. (242-E-1) 4 lines, 29+ (1)

C. Bethlehem & Philadelphia 
North Pennsylvania RR 

(Philadelphia-Bethlehem) ( - ) 54 mi

413 a NORTH PA. R.R. / ( ) (182-B-1) 2 lines, 24+ (9) 1859-61
b N. PENN / R.R. (182-C-1) 2 lines, 24+ (4) Banknotes

Bethlehem & Philadelphia
(8/1/82, as RPO-10/27/37; 11/20/44- 6/29/63) 58 mi; Philadelphia & Reading RR

414 a BETH. & PHILA / AGT. (182-D-1) 2 lines, 25+ (2) Banknotes
b BETH. & PHILA. / R.P.O. tight letters (182-E-1) 3 lines, 27 (1) 1885 9/8
c BETH. & PHILA. / R.P.O. wide letters (182-E-2) 3 lines, 27+ (1) 1885 1886 10/30
b BETH. & PHILA. / R.P.O. (182—) 4 lines, 30 (-) 1909 12/23
e BETH & PHILA. / R.P.O. (182-E-3) 3 lines, 30 (1) 1952 11/23

D. Binghampton NY & Philadelphia
(7/1/21-6/29/63) 223 mi; Delaware, Lackawanna & Western; Central 

RR of NJ; Philadelphia & Reading RRs

415 a BING & PHILA. / R.P.O. (175—) 4 lines, Dp29 (-) 1933 6/19
b BING. & PHILA./R.P.O. (175-G-1)4 lines, 30, 3,41. (1) 1949 7/1

E. Bound Brook / West Trenton & Philadelphia 
Bound Brook & Philadelphia 

(10/10/84-5/5/50 60 mi; Philadelphia & Reading RR)

416 a BOUND BK. & PHILA. / R.P.O. (255-A-1) 2-3 lines, Dp26+ (1)
c BOUND BROOK & PHILA. / R.P.O. (255-B-1) 3 lines, 29+ (1)

1888 9/3
1946 11/11
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B 411b — #411b - A passenger on the Belvedere NJ-Philly RR posted 
this to Peter’s Creek PA (about 15 mi south of Pittsburgh) in 1885.

C 413b - #413b, The North Penn line, later the Bethlehem and
Philly RR, c 1880 cover to “Salsbery PO, Lancaster Co

E 416a- #416a - A postal from somewhere between Bound Brook in 
north central NJ and Philadelphia, to Wayne, in the southwest 
Philadelphia suburbs, 1888.
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West Trenton & Philadelphia
(4/30/50-3/31/54) 32.5 mi; Reading RR

417 a W. TRENTON & PHILA. / R.P.O. (255-C-1) 3 lines, 30+ (2) 1950 12/27 1951 x/xx

F. Centennial
1876 Exhibition cancel, RPO car

419 a CENTENNIAL R.P.O. / PHIL’A.PA. (237-E-3) 3 lines, 28, rimless circle, 
black (8)

1876 6/7 1876 11/10

G. Hightstown / Tuckerton & Philadelphia
Hightstown & Philadelphia (via Camden)

420 a 
a* 
b

HIGHTS. & PHILA. / AGT. (243-A-1) 3 lines, 27 (2)
HIGHTS & PHILA. / R.P.O. () with SOUTH / NORTH direction slug
HIGHTS & PHILA. / R.P.O. (243-C-1) 4 lines, 27 (2)

1882
1890
1904

2/29
2/17
10/15

1883 7/12

Point Pleasant & Philadelphia
(6/13/88-10/15/88; 12/20/32-12/15/48) 71 mi; PRR

421 a PT.PLEAST. & PHILA. / R.P.O. (243-D-1) 3 lines, 27+ (2) 1889 4/11
c reported Dp30+, black 1906 9/1
b PT.PLEAST.& PHILA. / R.P.O. (243-E-1) 3 lines, 30+ (1) 1936 1/31 1940 3/1

Toms River & Philadelphia
(12/15/48-6/21/52) 52 mi; PRR

422 a TOMS RIVER & PHILA/R.P.O. (243-F-1) 3 lines, 30+ (1) 1948 x/xx 1952 6/21

Tuckerton & Philadelphia
(9/20/97-12/20/32) 74 mi; Tuckerton and PRRs

423 a TUCKERTON & PHILA. / R.P.O. (243-G-1) 4 lines, 28+ (2) (Camden- 
Phila. Ferry)

1907 12/9 1909 x/xx

b TUCK & PHILA. / R.P.O. (243-H-1) 4 lines, 29+ (1) 1918 x/xx 1928 x/xx

H. New Hope & Philadelphia
(11/18/91-6/7/52) 38 mi; Philadelphia & Reading RR

424 a NEW HOPE & PHILA. / R.P.O. (167.1-A-2) 4 lines, 29+ (1) 1939 8/31
b NEW HOPE & PHILA. / R.P.O. (167.1-A-1) 3 lines, 29+ (1) 1940 11/23 1952 6/6

-Last Day, canceled by Philadelphia collector Bob Stets blue, red, green: 1952 6/7

1. Newtown & Philadelphia
(12/24/01-6/25/17) 26 mi; Philadelphia, Newtown & NY (PRR) RR

425 a NEWTOWN & PHILA. / R.P.O. (167.2-A-1) 4 lines, 29 (2) 1911 5/20 1913 6H

J. New York, Philadelphia & Baltimore, & Washington
(for NY, N, X, W markings (240 sp-a through e), see the Auxiliary Section)

New York, Baltimore & Washington 
(4/11/91-10/20/95; 10/4/12-12/22/34 (as NY &Grafton); 
(12/16/35-4/27/58) 229 mi; B & O RR-Philadelphia Div
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426 a N.Y.BALT.& WASH. I R.P.O. (206-A-1) 4 lines, 29 (2) 
b N.Y.BALT & WASH. I R.P.O. (206-A-2) 3 lines, 30+ (1)
c N.Y.BALT & WASH. / R.P.O. (206-A-3) 3 lines, 30 (1)

1920 x/xx
1937-8 x/xx
1948 x/xx

Philadelphia, Upland & Baltimore
(7/1/87-4/5/88) 96 mi; B&O RR

427 a None reported

Philadelphia, Aiken & Baltimore
(4/5/88-1/21/93)

428 a PHILA.A1KEN & BALT. / R.P.O. (206-C-1) 4 lines, 27+ (2) 1890 10/13

430

b CARPENTER / B. & O. R.R. PHILA.DIV. DO 32+X23+, blue, R4 1894 2/10

K. New York, South Amboy & Philadelphia
New York & Philadelphia

(1840-8/1/82, as RPO-10/15/92; (6/26/95-1/9/13) 91 mi;
NJ RR & Transportation Co; Camden & Amboy RR and Philadelphia & Trenton RR; PRR 

see following #434 for other Philada.Rail Road markings

So Amboy-Philadelphia, Camden & Amboy RR, 62 mi 
NY & Phil RR (244-A-2) ms, (6) 1840sa

b

c

d

e

f

g 
h

j

k

m 
n 
o

RR (244-E-1) ms, blue (4)

NEW YORK & PHILA R.R. (240-A-1) 2 lines, CD30, blue (4)
I red
| black
NEW YORK & PHILa R.R. (240-A-2) 2 lines, CD29, blue

red
black (5)

PHILADA. RAIL ROAD (240-D-1) SL57x3+; red, on letters to NY; (3) 
| black
N.YORK & PHILa. R.R..(240-B-1) 2 lines, CD33, red

| black (5)
NY & Phil R.R. (244-A-1) ms, (7)
PHILA & N.YORK / R.R. (240-G-1) 2 lines, CD32 (5)
NEW YORK & PHILAI R.R. (240-A-4) 2 lines, CD29+ (6)
NEW YORK & PHILa / R.R. (240-A-5) 2 lines, CD30, red

| black (7)
NEW YORK & PHILA. I R.R. (240-A-6) 2 lines, 30 (6)
NY + Phi! RR / date (240-M-1) ms, (-)
NEW YORK & PHILA / R.R. (240-A-3) 2 lines, CD31+ (5)
N.YORK & PHIL. / R.R. (240-C-1) 2 lines, CD32+ (6)
CAM. & AM. /R.R. (244-B-1) (blank) 24+ (5)

1844

1840

9/18

x/xx
x/xx
4/18
3/21

1840
1853
1848
1847-51
1847-51

1844 11/13
?
1847-61
1851-61
1851 x/xx
1851-57
1851-57
1850-57
1857-61
1853 x/xx
1855
1851-61
1852 7/25
1874 x/xx

1848 x/xx

1853 4/19

1851 5/5
?
1847-57

1852 12/3

P 

q

s

N . JERSEY /R.R. (240-H-1) 2 lines, 24+ (4) 
N.Y.& PHILADA/ R.P.O. (240-J-1) 3 lines, 26+ (1)
N.Y. & PHILA. I R.P.O. (240-K-1) 4 lines, 29+ (2)
N.Y. & PHILA./ R.P.O. (240-K-2) 4 lines, 27+ (2)

Banknotes
1886
1900
1900

2/17
9/22
9/22

South Amboy & Philadelphia
(1882-1909) 63 mi; PRR

431 SO.AMB.& PHILA, / AGT. (244-C-1) 3 lines, 26+ (2) 1885 11/13a
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Page REGISTERED PACKAGE

g?ost (Office department.
OFFICIAL. BUSINESS.

PENALTY FOR .PRIVATE USE TO AVOIQ 
PAYMENT OF POSTAGE. S30O.

Postmark of Dispatching OJfics,

and date of Dispatch.

Return to:

Postmaster at

]555.

County.,

State Of..

tf'r.

The Dispatching Postmaster must neatly and correctly make op thus card, addressing: it for return to Mtnaelf.
The Receiving Postmaster insist compare the micl« received with the entries on reverse side of this card, and cobrsct Swkoxs, if any. He 

must then sign (not stamp) his name, postmark the card in the upper right-hand corner, and MH'iur n bt fikst m*iu

1425 - #425 - The Newtown line on the Trenton-Phila RR, 1913, 
marking a registered package on its way to Woodmont (Richboro) 
PA.

K 431a - #431a — South Amboy & Phila RR on 1889? Cover to 
Berlin NJ, southeast of Camden NJ.
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b 
c 
d

SO.AMB. & PHILA. / R.P.O. (244-D-1) 3 lines, 26 (2)
SO.AMB. & PHILA. / R.P.O. (244-1-1) 3 lines, 27 (2)
SO.AMBOY & PHILA. / R.P.O. (244-J-1) 4 lines, 27+ (1)

1886
1888
1888

2/12
3/3
9/15

New York, South Amboy & Philadelphia
(NY-Phila via Camden) (1909-52) 92 mi; PRR

432 a N.Y.SO.AMBOY & PHILA, 1 R.P.O. (244-G-1) 4 lines, 28+ (1) 1934 5/22
b N.Y.SO.AM. & PHILA. / R.P.O. (244-H-1) 4 lines, 29+ (1) 1935 3/30
c N. Y. & PHILA. / R.P.O. (240-K-3) 3 lines, 29+ (1) 1938 4/30
d N. Y. & PHILA. / R.P.O. (240-K-4) 3 lines, 30+ (1) 1943 8/28 1948 x/xx

New York, Jamesburg [NJ] & Philadelphia 
(? - ? ) 90 mi; PRR 

see also NY and Philadelphia RR

433 a N.Y.JAMES & PHILA. / AGT. (244-F-1) 2 lines, 26 (4) Banknotes

New York, Trenton & Philadelphia 
( ? - ? ) 90 mi; PRR 

see NY and Philadelphia RR

434 a N.Y.TREN.& PHILA. / AGT. (240-1-1) 2 lines, 26 (3) Banknotes
The following letter markings were used along the Philadelphia-NYC rail route (Phila & Trenton plus New Jersey RRs 
and Camden & Amboy RR; see Edward T. Harvey, "Favor Bag” Mail NYC-Phila. in La Posta 109 (Mar 1988), pp. 24-32. 
They are used only on southbound mail from the New York City PO from about February 1845.
Route Agents made their appearance on trains in late January 1847; sometime after May 1847 these markings ceased. 
The Agents handled the mail but initially used no distinguishing marks. Concerning the blue "N Y" hand stamps, 
probably the mails for Philadelphia were pre-pouched and sealed in the New York terminal and then opened in 
Philadelphia and stamped with the "N Y” to indicate their postal origin. A February 5,1847 example (Spink/Shreves, Oct 
2009, lot 6) is the earliest recorded usage with an agent on board. The plain C18 rate marks seen on these covers are 
all that the Philadelphia PO used on train bag mail through Spring 1851. See Due Section for combination city dial and 
circled 5 and 10 hand stamps.

Philadelphia outbound rail mail for local NYC addressees carried only the PHILADA. RAIL ROAD (#430e) straight line. 
For through mail, a New York CD was added until 1847, after which a New York 17mm 5 or 10 cent rate marking was 
used alone.

”X”, County Auxiliary Section.

1688 a N (New York origin, or northBOUND?) SL8+x9+, 10+x11, blue 1845 2/xx 1846 7/14

a* N ms 1847 11/10
b NY (for New York origin RR pouch mail, marked in Phila), blue (combined 

sizes)
1845 9/25 1847 5/4

narrow, SL19x9 184x x/xx
wide, SL22-24x9-12+ 1845 11/6 1847 2/5

c W (westbound from NYC or agent’s name?) SL12+x9, blue 1846 3/13
1408A V (= 5 cents) SL10X9+, blue (unique?) Note: This is-possibly a RR 1845 12/11 1853 12/—

handstamp correcting a non rated letter.
d X (=10 cents) SL9x9+, blue see comments above. Also, see Frankford’s 1846 3/28

L. New York & "Washington RR"

New York & Washington
(1840-1866-1902;1902-18;1918-6/30/77) 225/232 mi; B&O-Wash Br; Phila, 

Wilmington & Baltimore; Baltimore & Potomac RR; Phila, Balt & Washington RR; PRR

435 a WASHINGTON RAIL RD. (239-N-1) 2 lines, CD30, R (7) 1840-57
| blue 1840-51

b WASHINGTON RAILROAD (239-X-1) 2 lines, CD30, blue 1840-50
| red, black (6) 1840-47

To Be Concluded in the Autumn 2010 (Volume 41, No 3) issue.
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La Posta Backnumbers
Backnumbers of £a Posta may be purchased 

from:

Sherry Straley
1731 Howe Ave PMB 452 

Sacramento, CA 95825

An index of all backnumbers through Volume 
28 has been completed by Daniel Y. Meschter 
and is available on the La Posta website at 
www. la-posta. com.

To order backnumbers call Sherry at 916-359- 
1898, fax 916-359-1963 or send her an E-mail 
at sherry@4agent.org.

MKD Research & Consulting

Michael K. Dattolico
1417 Cascade Drive
Grove City, Ohio 43123

Specializing in:
• manuscript editing
• research on US military 

covers, US possessions 
and general states postal 
history

mmdattol@aol.com

Digital Only
Direct Download - $12.50
On CD-ROM - $17.50
Pay Pal to helbock@la-posta.com or check to 
La Posta, PO Box 65, Harwood, NSW 2465, 
Australia

San Francisco
Postal History 

Double Feature

John Mahoney’s San Francisco Postal 
Markings, 1847-1900

&
Randy Stehle’s “Postal History of the 

1906 San francisco Earthquake & Fire”
San Francisco Postal Markings 1847-1900 

By John M. Mahoney
&

The 1906 San Francisco Earthquake and Fire 
By Randy Stehle

La Festa Publications

mailto:sherry@4agent.org
mailto:mmdattol@aol.com
mailto:helbock@la-posta.com


Summer 2010 69

Website Highlights

Show Schedule

Postal Rates

Buying and Selling 
Worldwide 

Postal History

Established in 1974 
Mail and Internet 

(Freeman’s) 
Shows 

(Global Phil Assoc.)

12-15 August 
Stampshow 2010 

Richmond, VA

Greg Sutherland
www.gregfree.com 
gregfree@coax.net 

1-800-352-8304

P.O.B. 24231 
Huber Heights 

Ohio 
45424-0231

ASDA, APS, PF,
Postal History 
Society, Others

Get Ahead of the Crowd!
NOW you can view La Posta weeks 
ahead of its mail arrival at our YUDU on­
line publication website! At no extra cost, 
subscribers receive:

Articles with Full Color Illustrations
Searchable Text
Zoom Features for Easier Reading
How can you receive E-mail notice when the 
on-line version is available? Simple! Please 
check that your E-mail is correctly listed in 
Postal Historians on-line, and you’ll be sent E- 
notices automatically. If you're not listed, or 
listed in error, please contact Cath Clark:

laoostagal@hotmail.com

COVERCRAZY2
Postal History

NEARLY 10,000 COVERS IN OUR STORE

www.covercrazy2.com

TENS OF THOUSANDS NOT YET ON THE INTERNET

Please contact with your Want list & let us know if you would like us to notify you when new 
inventory arrives

A Large stock of Postal History by State, Advertising, Fancy Cancels, Machine Cancels, RPO’s, 
Foreign Covers, and much more !

We look forward to hearing from you

Anne & Elwyn (Doub) Doubleday
PO Box 119 

Alton, NH 03809 
(603)875-1808

annesell@worldpath.net
Elwyn@elwyndoubleday.com

http://www.gregfree.com
mailto:gregfree@coax.net
mailto:laoostagal@hotmail.com
http://www.covercrazy2.com
mailto:annesell@worldpath.net
mailto:Elwyn@elwyndoubleday.com
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THE NEW JERSEY POSTAL HISTORY 
SOCIETY

JERSEY,

'll. HISTORY SCT'

announces the publication of
THE POSTAL MARKINGS OF NEW JERSEY 

STAMPLESS COVERS: AN UPDATE 
by Donald A Chafetz 

© Copyright 2004 
Price: $10 postpaid to US, $12 abroad; 

add an extra $5 for CD if purchased with book.

20 years of additions to the Wm C. Coles work of 
1983, including a wealth of new dates and new 

postmarks.
A must for the collector of New Jersey stampless 

covers, and other stampless collectors as well. 
To order, contact

Jean Walton, 12S Turtle back Rd., Califon, NJ
07830 

email NJPostalHistory@aol.com 
Order form available on our website at 

http://members.aol.com/nipostalhistory/phsindex 
■htm

FOREIGN DESTINATION MAIL 
FROM THE U.S. DURING WWII 
Civilian mail, personal or commercial 

wanted by collector

^"Exotic destinations from Aden and
Afghanistan to Yemen and Zanzibar 

^“Surface mail to Colombia, 1942 
^Letters and cards to Italy (including Sicily), 

1943-1945
^Cards to liberated nations, 1944-1945 
^Mail to Japan, 1946-1947

Lawrence Sherman, M.D.
5365 Caminito Exquisito 
San Diego, CA 92130 

larrysherman@san.rr.com

Two New 
La Posta 
E-books 

Now 
Available

Richard W. Helbock

Prexie Postal History and Passed by Army Censor are now available in 
E-book format with the added feature of color illustrations.

The price for these and other La Posta E-books is just $17.50 each, postpaid world wide. 
To order, send your check to La Posta Publications, 33470 Chinook Plaza, Suite #216, 

Scappoose, OR 97056, or order on-line at 
http://www. la-posta. com/images/ebooks. htm 

where you can pay by credit card through Pay Pal.

mailto:NJPostalHistory@aol.com
http://members.aol.com/nipostalhistory/phsindex
mailto:larrysherman@san.rr.com
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We're paying

Immediate Cash
for your POSTAL HISTORY, 
interesting letters & 
correspondences 
ephemera and 
more! Read on:

United States 
& Worldwide 
Postal History

WANTED! General 
U.S. & foreign postal 
history at least 50 
years old—including 
manuscripts, paper 
Americana and cover
collections and accumulations. Free 
appraisals, quick decision, and we 
pay you immediately! We also pay all 
postage costs. Large accumulations 
welcome. Please: no photocopies, 
lists or stamps.

ALSO: We’re now 
buying early U.S. 

TRAVEL 
BROCHURES!

Fred Schmitt 
Professional 
Philatelist

Photocopy Approval Service
U.S. and Worldwide, mostly20th 
Century, priced in the $10 to $200 
range. What can I offer?

www. fredschmitt. com
We'll 
ALWAYS

Member: Manuscript Society, ASDA, APS, 
(London), CSDA (Canada)

tt 
Investors Ltd.

pay you International Postal History Specialists Since 1953 
full market P.O. Box 387-LaP-Northport NY 11768
value. Phone: (631)261 -6600 (24 hours)

Fax: (631) 261-7744 • E-Mail: fred@fredschmitt.com

U.S. Town Cancels
D.P.O.’s, machine, advertising, 
R.P.O.’s and much more are fea­
tured in my free states pricelists. 
Which state may I send?

http://postalhistory.com 
P.O. Box 94822 

Las Vegas NV 89193 
(800) 594-3837 

FAX(888) 898-6123

etc.

Pouch Stolen by Bandits...

WANTED: MAIL ROBBERY, 
TERRORISM, UNUSUAL MAIL 

INTERRUPTIONS
—tornadoes, hurricanes, volcanoes, I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I

I
Contact Dr. Steven J. Berlin,

12407 Dover Rd.
Reisterstown, Maryland 21136

Phone: 443-838-1546, E-mail-
DrStevenBerlin@yahoo.com. J

MEMBER: Wreck & Crash Mail Society

USA POSTAL HISTORY
Colonial to Proxies: Maritime, Destinations, 

Expos, DPOs, Railroad, Territorial, CSA, 
Express, Possessions, & Military

APS Stampshow 
Richmond, VA 
Aug 12-15

STEPHEN T. TAYLOR
5 Glenbuck Road
Surbiton, Surrey

England KT66BS

Covers on Ebay: americaninbritain
Phone 01144-208-390-9357
Fax 01144-208-390-2235 
info@stephentaylor.co.uk 
www.stephentaylor.co.uk

Your American dealer in Britain

mailto:fred@fredschmitt.com
http://postalhistory.com
mailto:DrStevenBerlin@yahoo.com
mailto:info@stephentaylor.co.uk
http://www.stephentaylor.co.uk
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Unusual, Exhibitable, 
Challenging Covers

Wide Range of Areas. Please Go to: 
eBay Store <postal history mall> 

Want Lists Solicited
WANTED: Worldwide SpecialDelivery Stamps on Cover, Card, Tags

Robert L. Markovits, Quality Investors
PO Box 178 Stockbridge MA 01262

rlmarkovits@aol.com

Registered

Visit La Posta's NEW On-line 
Cover Shop 

http ://www. la -posta. com/Store/Cover%20Shop. htm

16 categories are up and running including:

Air Covers

US Navy Ships

Domestic Bases

POW Covers

Prexie Covers

Post Offices 
on Postcards

Special Delivery

US Coast Guard

^NEW: Over 50 colorful WWII Patriotic Illustrated Covers’®
Shop using credit card through Paypal, or e-mail us your order direct and pay by check.

helbock@la-posta.com or lapostagal@hotmail.com

mailto:rlmarkovits@aol.com
mailto:helbock@la-posta.com
mailto:lapostagal@hotmail.com
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Our Own Publications

9201 Passed by Army Censor By Richard W. Helbock, 2006, 256p, HB. $45.00
9197 Chicago Postal Markings and Postal History By Leonard Piszkiewicz, 2006, 576p plus 8-page color section, HB. The 

cover price is $75.00.
9184 United States Patriotic Envelopes of World War II By Lawrence Sherman, 2006 Revised and expanded edition, 428p, 

HB. $75.00
9113 Montana Territorial Postmarks By Wesley N. Shellen and Francis Dunn, 2003, 128p, Card cover. $25.00
9112 Prexie Postal History - 2003 Revised Second Edition Edited by Richard Helbock, 2003, lOOp, Card cover. $25.00
012 The Forwarding of Mail by the U.S. Post Office Department, 1792 - 2001. By Tony Wawrukiewicz, 2001, 240p+8p. 

color insert, HB. $39.95
013 Postmarks on Postcards By Richard Helbock, 2002, 290p, SB. Section one contains ten chapters on the postmarks found 

during the “Post Card Era” 1900 - 1920. The second part deals with the major ways postmarks are collected and explores 
ancillary and auxiliary markings. $27.50

Helbock’s Post Office Series
Each volume contains an alpha listing of post offices. Includes county, dates of operation and a rarity factor. A useful series 

for the postal historian, post card collector or genealogist.
014 United States Post Offices VoL 1 - The West. Contains the 11 western states + HI and AK. Helbock, 1998, 222p, SB 

$27.50
015 United States Post Offices VoL 2 - The Great Plains. Contains ND, SD, NE, 

KS, OK & TX. Helbock, 1998, 222p, SB. $27.50
016 United States Post Offices VoL 3 - The Upper Midwest. Contains MN, IA, 

Wl, IL & MI. Helbock, 1999, 264p, SB $27.50
017 United States Post Offices VoL 4 - The Northeast. Contains all of New 

England and NY & PA. Helbock, 2001, 288p, SB. $27.50
9106 U. S. Post Offices - VoL 5 - The Ohio Valley. Contains OH, IN & KY 

Helbock, 2002, 204p, SB. $27.50
9130 United States Post Offices VoL 6 - The Mid-Atlantic. Contains VA, WV, 

MD, DE, DC & NC. Helbock, 2004, 270p, SB. $27.50
9154 United States Post Offices VoL 7 — The Lower Mississippi. Contains: MO, 

TN, AR, LA and MS. Helbock, 2005, 320p, SB. $27.50
9213 United States Post Offices Volume 8 - The Southeast Contains: SC, GA, 

FL, & AL. Helbock, 2007, 224p, SB. $27.50.
9107 U.S. Doanes - Second revised Edition Helbock & Anderson, 2002, 336p, 

SB. $27.50
SHIPPING AND HANDLING: $5.00 for the first book, and 
$1.00 per book thereafter.

Expire Date: Ptease e"tercredit raRi's
3-digit Security Code:_______

Name:________________________________
Street Address:-------------------------------------------
City:__________________________________
State:____Zip Code:_____________________
Phone:_____________ Fax:_______________
Email:________________________________

SE • ORDER FORM •
Quan. Title: Price:

Shipping Additional:

TOTAL
—

___Check Enclosed
Charge to:__ Visa___MC___Discover
Card No.

NOTE: Illinois residents add 6.5% sales

James E. Lee, LLC • Phone: (847) 462-9130 
Fax: (847) 462-9140 • Email: jim@jameslee.com

Dealers call for 
quantity discounts. www.JamesLee.com

mailto:jim@jameslee.com
http://www.JamesLee.com
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Searching for
HOLMES COUNTY, OHIO COVERS

= Stampless

Berlin - ms, CDS, and especially Straight Line Cancels on Stampless.
Baddow Pass Manning
Becks Mills Morgan Settlement*
Benton* Mount Hope*
Black Creek* Nashville*
Buena Vista before 16 Feb 1852 Paint Valley
Clark's* Palladium
Clark Pretoria
DeWitts Ridge Prarie*
Dino Salt Creek*
Doughty Saltillo
Drake's* Special
Farmerstown Stilwell
Grade Trail
Hard Tuttieville*
Holmesville* Walnut Creek
Humpreys Villa* Walnutcreek 1895-06
Humpreyville Ward’s*
Jones Comer Winesburgh*
Killbuck*
Lakeville

Write/E-Mail Call: Larry Neal, 8650 Twp. Rd. 79 
Millersburg, OH 44654 (330) 674-0919 

larryln@valkyrie.net

Alaska Collectors Club
APS Affiliate #218

Dedicated to developing a wider interest in the study 
and preservation of Alaska’s Postal History.

We are a wide-ranging group of collectors who are 
interested in all aspects of the postal history of Alaska. 
From the first covers under United States ownership to 
the latest events, we try to cover the gamut of Alaska 

postal history.
Some of our features:

❖Quarterly Journal, The Alaskan Philatelist 
❖Auctions of Alaska material
❖ Fellowship with other Alaska collectors

Dues $15.00, information available from:

Eric Knapp
Secretary/Treasurer
4201 Folker Street, Unit 102 
Anchorage, AK 99508 -5377 
E-mail: eknapp@gci.net

ARIZONA-NEW
MEXICO

POSTAL HISTORY 
SOCIETY

Seeks New Members, Who Seek New 
Material, New Information and New Friends

DUES $10 Annually

Receive “The Roadrunner”
Quarterly Newsletter

Trade Duplicates at Winter 
and Summer Meetings

Contact: J. L. Meyer,

20112 West Point Dr.,

Riverside, CA 92507

ATTENTION
Postal History & Literature Dealers

Trade discounts are available on
United States Post Offices, Volumes 1-8,

as well as other La Posta Publications.

WRITE OR CALL:

James E. Lee, 
P.O. Drawer 36, 

Cary, IL 60013-0036 
Voice: 847-462-9130 
Fax: 847-462-9140

mailto:larryln@valkyrie.net
mailto:eknapp@gci.net
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Philatelic Foundation Certificates 
Add Value to Your Stamps and Covers

T
his cover was submitted to The Philatelic Foundation as having a 70 Vermilion 
National Bank Note stamp, Scott No. 149, with a fancy New York foreign mail 
cancellation, catalogue value $160. In examining this stamp our experts determined 
it has a grill and thus is a Scott No. 138, genuinely used on cover, with a catalogue value of 

$750. Furthermore, the stamp has a split grill, making it even more valuable.
Time and again the knowledge and experience of our experts, backed by the finest 

reference collection in the industry, has combined to add value to stamps submitted 
for opinions. The Philatelic Foundation strives not only to provide the most accurate 
opinions available, but the most informative ones as well. Our experts examine every 
stamp submitted to see if it could be a rare type or variety - like you, hoping to discover 
the next philatelic gem.

Submit Your Stamps and Covers Today for a PF Certificate
Call 1-212-221-6555 or visit www.PhilatelicFoundation.org today to download a 

submission form. Fill out the one-page form and send it to us with your stamp or cover.
Philatelic Foundation Certificates have been the Gold Standard of philatelic 

certificates for 65 years.

The Philatelic Foundation
70 West 40th Street, 15th Floor 
New York, NY 10018
(212) 221-6555 
www.PhilatelicFoundation.org

http://www.PhilatelicFoundation.org
http://www.PhilatelicFoundation.org
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INTRODUCING EXPONET
THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL ON-LINE PHILATELIC EXHIBITION

EXPONET (http://www.exponet.info) is a virtual, non-competitive international philatelic exhibit with more than 380 entries. 
With EXPONET, collectors can present their postal history and stamp collections on-line. EXPONET was started in 2004, and is 
now an integral part of the philatelic web site JAPHILA. It is written in English, and also translated into several other languages. 
It has been viewed by 2 million visitors so far!

The aim of EXPONET is to provide a permanent presentation of high quality philatelic exhibits, and to facilitate on-line study 
for visitors throughout the world. Our intention is to make exhibit-viewing available to everybody, regardless of distance, and to 
promote the philatelic hobby.

Exhibiters are not charged an entry fee, and criteria for exhibiting on EXPONET are explained on-line. In-brief, exhibits must be 
interesting, of high quality, and have some philatelic value. It’s no problem to show a good exhibit which so far hasn’t been 
exhibited or awarded. On the other hand, we don’t accept an exhibit which isn’t well worked through—even if it has been 
previously awarded.

We don’t limit the size of the exhibit, but the optimal size is 5 to 10 frames, which meets APS and FIP regulations. High quality 
scans are a necessity.

Exhibits are classified in three groups, with professionally juried awards.
1. Hall of Fame - Exhibits which have achieved high awards at national and international shows will be classified in the Hall of

Fame.
2. Very fine and outstanding exhibition
3. Open Class for exhibits having achieved Bronze, new exhibits, youth exhibits, etc.

EXPONET was founded by private individuals:

1. Milan Cernik, collector of postal stationery, exhibitor, and philatelic auctioneer at www.pac-auction.com

2. Bretislav Janik, webmaster-Japhila daily magazine ; Secretary-World Stamp Exhibit Committee, Prague-1988.www.japhila.cz

3. Vit Vanicek, vice-president of the Union of Czech Philatelists and President-World Stamp Exhibit Committee-Prague-2008.
VISIT EXPONET AT http://www.exponet.info

Contact: Milan Cernik, icemik@volny.cz or Bretislav Janik, janik@japhila.com

PROFESSIONAL POSTMARK 
TRACING & MAPS

0 11
1906
A.M.

I will execute to 
your exact 
specifications 
accurate tracings 
of plain or fancy 
postmarks,

cancels and maps. My work has appeared in La 
Posta in both the Washington Territorial 
postmark series by Richard A. Long and the 
19th Century Colorado postmark series by 
Richard Frajola.

If you’ve been thinking of a postmark 
catalog project, or any research which requires 
well-executed postmarks or maps for 
illustrations, but do not have the time required to 
accomplish the tracings, drop me a line or give 
me a call with the particulars, and I will give you 
a quote.

Jane Dallison

P. O. Box 296, Langlois, OR 97450

La Posta Backnumbers
Backnumbers of La Posta may be purchased 
from:

Sherry Straley 
1731 Howe Ave PMB 452 

Sacramento, CA 95825

An index of all backnumbers through Volume 
28 has been completed by Daniel Y. Meschter 
and is available on the La Posta website at 
www.la-posta.com.

To order backnumbers call Sherry at 916-359- 
1898, fax 916-359-1963 or send her an E-mail 
at sherry@4 agent. org.

http://www.exponet.info
http://www.pac-auction.com
http://www.japhila.cz
http://www.exponet.info
mailto:icemik@volny.cz
mailto:janik@japhila.com
http://www.la-posta.com
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LA POSTA 
CLASSIFIED ADS
Only 5 cents per word delivers your message to the largest

AND BEST INFORMED GROUP OF POSTAL HISTORIANS IN AMERICA

Word Count 1 issue 3 issues 6 issues

1-25 $1.25 $3.12 $5.94
26-30 $1.50 $3.75 $7.14
31-35 $1.75 $4.35 $8.28
36-40 $2.00 $4.98 $9.48
41-45 $2.25 $5.61 $10.68
46-50 $2.50 $6.24 $11.88
51-55 $2.75 $6.84 $13.02
56-60 $3.00 $7.47 $14.22
61-65 $3.25 $8.10 $15.42
66-70 $3.50 $8.73 $16.62
71-75 $3.75 $9.33 $17.76
76-80 $4.00 $9.96 $18.96
81-85 $4.25 $10.59 $20.16
86-90 $4.50 $11.22 $21.36
91-95 $4.75 $11.82 $22.50
96-100 $5.00 $12.45 $23.70

SOCIETIES

COLLECT CANADA/B.N.A.? Consider 
BNAPS! The society offers study groups; pub­
lications; annual exhibitions; and online library 
bnapstopics.org! View: www.bnaps.org. Con­
tact: P. Jacobi, Secretary, #6-2168 150 A 
Street, Surrey, BC Canada V4A 9W4 [41-2]

FOR SALE: COVERS
POSTAL HISTORY featured in our mail bid 
sales. Free catalogs. Juno Stamps, 2180 
Hartford Ave., St. Paul, MN 55116-1010. 
iunostamps@aol.com [41-2]

DO YOU COLLECT State Postal History, 
Doane Cancels or cancels of any kind? Now 
38 States online plus Dakota Territory and 
more coming. Over 9000 covers online 
with1500 of them pictured. Website: http:// 
www.towncancel.com/ Gary Anderson, P.O. 
Box 600039, St. Paul, MN. 55106. Email: 
qaryndak@comcast.net. [41-4]

COVER AUCTIONS, NAVY/MILITARY; Clas­
sics-; Submarines; Surface Ships; Locations; 
APO;s; POSTCARDS; MEMORABILIA. Mix­
ture of commercial; philatelic; wartime cov­
ers. Free illustrated catalogues. Jim Smith 
(USCS, MPHS), Box 512, Oshtemo, Michi­
gan 49077 [41-2]

FOR SALE: COVERS

DPO’s, RPO’s, ships, Doanes, Expos, ma­
chines, military, advertising, auxiliaries, and 
more! My Mail Bid Sales offer thousands of 
postal history lots. Write/ call for sample 
catalog. Jim Mehrer, 2405-30th Street, Rock 
Island, IL 61201. Phone: (309) 786-6539. 
Email: mehrer@postal-history.com. Internet 
web site: http://www.postal-history.com. 
[42-1]

TOWNS:WANTED
All States and categories wanted! Better 
consignment material always needed for my 
bi-monthly Mail Bid Sales. Write/ call for con­
signment details. Jim Mehrer, 2405-30th 
Street, Rock Island, IL 61201. Phone:
(309) 786-6539. Email: mehrer@postal- 
history.com. Internet web site: 
http://www.postal-history.com. [42-1]

CALIFORNIA - KERN & IMPERIAL County 
covers and cards. Especially interested in 
Bakersfield corner cards. Send description 
or photocopies and prices to John Williams, 
887 Litchfield Ave., Sebastopol, CA 95472 
[41-2]

TOWNS: WANTED

PHILLIPS COUNTY, MONTANA. I am devel­
oping a personal collection of postal history 
of the post offices which have existed in 
Phillips County, MT. (This is the county in 
which I was born and grew to adulthood). I 
hope to acquire postal covers and postcards 
(especially PPAs) from all these post offices. 
The collection dates will span from approxi­
mately 1900 to 1970. Among the postmarks/ 
post offices for which I am still looking are: 
Alkali, Bellealta, CeeKay, Cole, Cowan, 
Freewater, Greve, Leedy, Legg, Lonesome, 
Lost Lake, Strater, Waleston, Whitcomb, 
Ynot and Zenon...and others. Please send 
descriptions or photocopies/scans with ask­
ing price, by e-mail or postal mail to: Evert 
Bruckner, 1724 Morning Dove Lane, 
Redlands, CA 92373. e-mail: 
ebruckner@earthlink.net [41-2]

NORTH DAKOTA: all postal history wanted 
from territorial to modern. Send photocopies 
or on approval. Gary Anderson, P.O. Box 
600039, St. Paul, MN 55106 41-2]

SPOKANE FALLS / SPOKANE, WA. 1872- 
date wanted: Territorial, registered, postage 
due, certified, commercial airmail, foreign 
destinations, unusual station cancels, us­
ages, and postal markings. Send descrip­
tion or photocopies/scans to Larry Mann, 655 
Washington PL SW, Mukilteo, WA 98275 
Larrymann02@aol.com [41-2]

WESTPORT WA Collector seeking older ad­
vertising covers and pre-1950 postcards from 
Westport, WA. Contact: Douglas Olson, PO 
Box 2177, Westport, WA 98595 [41-2-1]

NOTE:
EXPIRATION DATE SHOWN 
AT END OF EACH AD, i.e., 
[41-1], MEANS AD WILL 
EXPIRE WITH THIS ISSUE.

AD DEADLINE FOR NEXT 
ISSUE:

August 10, 2010

bnapstopics.org
http://www.bnaps.org
mailto:iunostamps@aol.com
http://www.towncancel.com/
mailto:qaryndak@comcast.net
mailto:mehrer@postal-history.com
http://www.postal-history.com
mailto:mehrer@postal-history.com
http://www.postal-history.com
mailto:ebruckner@earthlink.net
mailto:Larrymann02@aol.com
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MILITARY: WANTED

ALASKA & WESTERN CANADA APOs, 
interesting Pan American (Scott 294-299) 
issues on cover and Pittsburgh/Allegheny 
County covers from 1851-1861. Send 
Xeroxes or scans and pricing to Bob 
McKain, 2337 Giant Oaks Drive, Pittsburgh, 
PA 15241 (57-vette@adelphia.net) [41-2]

WANTED ON APPROVAL: KOREAN WAR 
COVERS, 1950-1953 with U.S. MARINES re­
turn addresses & postmarks that read U.S. 
NAVY/12867 Br./Unit No., also 14009,14011, 
14012,14021. Also, ship covers sent by Ma­
rines while on active Korean war duty; also 
collect stamped mail & Registered (not free- 
franked) from any service branch in Korea 
from June 27 1950 - Dec 31, 1950. Please 
send scans and prices to Cath Clark, 
lapostagal@hotmail.com

COLUMBIAN COVERS: 
WANTED
10 COLUMBIAN (Scott US #230) COVERS 
for eventual exhibit. Eariy/late uses, multiples 
on cover, unusual destinations, fancy cancels, 
etc. Also collecting 1893 Columbian Expo 
covers & paper ephemera. Send scans, pho­
tocopies, or on approval to: Doug Merenda, 
PO Box 20069, Ferndale, Ml 48220-0069 or 
ddm_50@yahoo.com [41-2]

DOANE CANCELS: 
WANTED

Buy, sell and trade Doane Cancels of all 
states. Send photocopies or on approval. 
Gary Anderson, P.O. Box 600039, St 
Paul, MN 55106 [41-4]

PREXIES: WANTED
URGENTLY NEED 4’/20 Prexies for 
collection. Looking for covers, proofs, 
printing varieties. Anything that fits into a 
specialized collection. Describe with 
asking price. Howard Lee, Box 2912, 
Delmar, CA 92014. Tel: 858-350-7462. 
Email: gimpo@adnc.com [41-2]

SUB-STATION POSTAL 
MARKINGS: WANTED
SUB-STATION postal markings containg 
“sub” dated between 1889 and 1912 from 
any US city. Send photocopies to Dennis 
Pack, 1915 Gilmore Ave., Winona, MN 
55987 [41-4]

FOREIGN: WANTED

COMMERCIAL AIR air covers, 1945 or 
earlier, any intercontinental mail, i.e, Europe 
to Asia, North America to Africa, Australia to 
Europe, etc. Send scans or photocopies for 
my offer, or on approval to Richard Helbock, 
PO Box 100, Chatsworth Island, NSW 
2469, Australia or helbock@la-posta.com

WANTED: MISCELLANY
US & POSSESSIONS POST OFFICE SEALS: 
on/off cover, Scott listed and unlisted. 
Especially need Ryukyu and Philippine 
material. Also want worldwide official 
seals on cover. Send photocopies or 
scans with asking price. Jim Kotanchik, PO 
Box 684, West Acton, MA 01720-0684, 
email: jimko@speakeasy.net [41-6]

LITERATURE: FOR SALE

19th Century Cleveland, Ohio Postal 
Markings by Thomas F. Allen, a 122-page 
book packed with information helpful to all 
postal historians, only $8.00 postpaid for 
La Posta subscribers G-P Stamp Club, 
7280 Hudson Road, Kent, OH 44240 [41- 
2-1]
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La Posta Publications
33470 Chinook Plaza, #216, 

Scappoose OR 97056 
email: helbock@la-posta.com

We hope that you have enjoyed our journal and I wish to cordially invite you to become a subscriber.

LA POSTA is published four times a year and provides over 300 pages of research, news and information 
regarding all aspects of American postal history. With a subscription price of just $25 per year, most of our 
readers consider us to be the best bargain in postal history today.

I hope you will find La Posta worthy of your support. If so, please take a moment to fill out the form below and 
send us a check in the amount of $25, or pay via credit card at www.la-posta.com/journal.htm to begin your 
subscription with our next issue.

Sincerely yours,

Richard W. Helbock,

Publisher

La Posta Publications 
33470 Chinook Plaza, #216 
Scappoose, OR 97056

Hello Richard & Cath:

Yes, I’ll give La Posta a try. You may begin my subscription with the Volume 41, Number 3 (Autumn 2010) 
issue. Enclosed is my check in the amount of $25.00.**

Name:---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Address:-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

City, State, ZIP:______________________________________________

**The $25 per volume rate applies to US domestic addresses only. Please consult page 1 of this issue for 
current overseas & Canadian rates. Pay via credit card through Pay Pal at www.la-posta.com/joumal.htm

mailto:helbock@la-posta.com
http://www.la-posta.com/journal.htm
http://www.la-posta.com/joumal.htm
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Display Advertising Contract for La Posta

Name:__________________________ Company:_____________________________

Billing Address:________________________________City:______________________

State:______  Zip:_____________ E-mail:_________________________________

I understand that ad fees are payable in advance unless other arrangements are made.

Date:_______ Signature:__________________________ (E-mail acknowlegement O.K.)

DISPLAY ADS may be run on a contract basis for one-to-four insertions. You may change ad contents of 
inside pages at any time, provided advance notice is given. Contract rates are as follows:

Four Issues □=>$600.00

INSIDE PAGES
Four Issues
□=>$60.00
□=>$130.00
□=>$254.00
□=>$462.00

Ad Size
1/8-page 
1/4-pagc 
1/2-page 
1-page

One Issue
□=>$20.00
□=>$38.00
□=>$68.00
□=>$120.00

Two Issues
□=>$36.00
□=>$72.00
□=>$132.00
□=>$236.00

NEW
INTERNET ONLY -
(FULL PAGE)

FRONT PAGE - COLOR
□ ■=>$150.00 - Page 1

BACK COVER
(1/2 PAGE, COLOR) Two Issues □=>$350.00

*Note - Inside cover & back cover ads must be taken out for a minimum of two issues.

DEADLINES FOR INSIDE & INTERNET PAGES: Spring issue - 10 Feb, Summer issue - 10 May, 
Fall issue - 10 Aug, Winter issue - 10 Dec.

DEADLINES FOR BACK COVER COLOR AD:
Spring & Summer issue - 10 Dec, Fall and Winter issue - 10 May

IVe will run your black and white ad in color on our website for no extra charge. If you would like 
us to create an ad for you, at no extra charge, please attach your business card or write in what 
you would like to say on the back of this form.

E-mail your ad to Cath Clark at: lapostagal@hotmail.com
or send to: La Posta, PO Box 65, Harwood, NSW 2465 AUSTRALIA

Payment by check (U.S. bank) to La Posta Publications.
Payment by Paypal to: turtledragon@helbock.net

Phone Between 3:00 pm & 10:00 pm PST
(Oil) (61) (2) (6645-1829)

mailto:lapostagal@hotmail.com
mailto:turtledragon@helbock.net
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La Posta E-Books by Direct Download 
Just $12.50 each

ALASKA

MILITARY ■ 
POSTMARK | OF 

TERRITORI U./ T;-

Any of the
8 volumesAlso available as CDs for $17.50 each postpaid

lapostagal@hotmail.com
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