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The Future of La Posta

“The time has come,” the Walrus said,
“To talk of many things:

Of shoes—and ships—and sealing-wax—
Of cabbages—and kings— 

And why the sea is boiling hot— 
And whether pigs have wings.”

Lewis Carol, The Walrus and the Carpenter

This is a column I have dreaded writing for at least the 
last three years. It has been evident for most of the 
last decade that a drastic change in the character of 
our little journal was unavoidable. I’ve spoken in re­
cent columns of the brutal economics and demograph­
ics faced by nearly all publications today, so I won’t 
dwell on that point here other than to say how much 
Cath and I appreciate the support you readers have 
shown us over the years. Your encouraging letters and 
notes of appreciation have carried us on many days 
when the financial realities of publishing an 80-page 
bi-monthly magazine with an exceeding limited num­
ber of subscribers and a declining population base have 
raised dark, gloomy clouds about the future.

As you are undoubtedly aware, we began a new on­
line publishing venture with the current volume and 
the last four numbers have been made available at no 
cost through the La Posta Publications Library on 
Yudu.com. We have seen the numbers of viewing of 
each of these issues increase substantially throughout 
the year, and, as it stands today, there have been 394 
viewings of Volume 40, Number 3—the latest issue to 
experience a full period of on-line availability. Perhaps 
even more encouraging, there have been over 370 
viewings of the new Stehle-DeRoest Non-standard 
Postmark catalog, and that has only been available on 
line for 3-4 weeks.

While we take heart that there is probably a growing 
market for a strictly on-line postal history publication, 
we are also keenly aware that many of you would be 
distressed, or at least perturbed, to see La Posta dis­
appear as a paper journal.

There is another factor that has been playing on our 
decisions about La Posta’s future. I will turn 72 in 
March 2010, and, despite the fact that I have been 
extremely lucky that my health remains reasonably 
sound, there is no question that the years are taking 
their toll. Cath and I love to travel, and there are many 
fascinating places to see and things to do both here in

the South Pacific 
and elsewhere on 
this wonderful 
planet. I have lived 
with the bi-monthly 
rhythm of La 
Posta for the past 
40 years, and I 
think it might be a 
good time to slow 
down

So Here is the Plan

We crunched the subscription and advertising revenue 
numbers and concluded that we would need a 50% 
increase above existing levels—and that includes the 
generous financial support of our Sustaining and Bene­
factor subscribers—in order to stop loosing money from 
our meager savings on each issue. Rather than call 
for a $12.50 increase in the cost of a basic subscrip­
tion, and thereby probably scare away a large number 
of you during these tough financial times, we propose 
to continue operating on a quarterly basis at the same 
$25.00 per year. The $25 basic subscription will in­
clude both our 80-page printed issue and access 
to an on-line edition at no additional cost.

Furthermore, we will also make available to anyone 
wishing to forego the printed version an on-line only 
subscription at a price of $12.50 per year (four is­
sues) on renewal. And so, dear readers, it is now up to 
you to decide whether or not you wish to stay with us 
in our new incarnation.

If you support the move to quarterly at $25/year, there 
is no action needed on your part. Your subscription 
will expire at the normal time you’re accustomed to, 
but you will receive fewer issues. Thereafter, your bill­
ing cycle will be adjusted to the nearest quarter.

If you have already pre-paid your subscription into 
Volume 41, (2010) and choose to withdraw your sup­
port for La Posta because of our quarterly plan, you 
may contact Cath (lapostagal@hotmail.com) and she 
will arrange a pro-rata refund.

Regardless of how you decide, please know that we 
have given some very soul-searching thought to these 
changes. La Posta has been my life long project and I 
am not at all ready to see it abandoned, but the simple 
fact is that we can no longer afford to maintain its 

Yudu.com
mailto:lapostagal@hotmail.com
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current status. Cath and I hope that the majority of 
you will understand the reasons why these changes 
are necessary, and stay with us for the years ahead.

Out of India

Our family home in Islamabad in 1974-75 was this 
massive concrete A-frame. The water tower breaks the 
roof line at right.

The human mind is an amazing thing. The further one’s 
memories receed into the past, the more selective they 
become in making experiences seem all warm and 
fuzzy. All the nasty, unpleasant bits are minimized and 
what remains has a surreal glow of constant happy 
times.

And so it is with my memories of the Sub-continent. 
Thirty-five years ago I lived and worked in Islamabad, 
Pakistan. My assignment was to work on demographic 
pattern changes as a research fellow at the University 
of Islamabad’s Pakistan Institute of Development Eco­
nomics (PIDE). Funding was by way of a US State 
Department program through the University of North 
Carolina so I was not considered an employee of the 
US goverment. That meant my family an I were not 
“official” Americans and we were not afforded the 
support provided to government personnel.

In a way that was a real adavantage. It meant that we 
lived outside the “glass bubble” occupied by most 
Americans living overseas. We had close day-to-day 
contact with Pakistanis in all aspects of life from pro­
fessional interactions with my colleagues at PIDE to 
shopping at local markets and paying utility bills at gov­
ernment offices. It was an 18-month assignment so I 
leased the newly completed house shown in the photo 
above from its architect-builder.

Despite the fact that my compensation for this fellow­
ship was paltry by US standards—as I recall around 
$ 1,000 a month—that was a princely amount in terms 

of Pakistani salaries. I was approached shortly after 
arrival in Islamabad by a well-spoken young man 
named Mohammed Sadiq. He showed me his letters 
of recommendation from a number of foreign families 
for whom he had worked and offered me his services 
as a person who would organize my household while I 
lived in Pakistan.

After conversations with PIDE colleagues where I 
was reassured that this was entirely normal and in fact 
necessary, I hired Sadiq. He remained my closest con­
fidant and advisor on all dealings with the local 
ecomomy throughout my time in Islamabad. Sadiq lived 
in our house—it was very roomy and designed with 
accomodation for household help. He soon convinced 
me that my family should have a cook, and he hap­
pened to have an uncle from Azad Kashmir who was 
unemployed and an excellent cook. Before long, our 
household staff included a chokidar (a door minder or 
night time house guard), an ayah (to look after our two 
children), a gardener, a clothes washer, and a bath­
room cleaner (must be a Christian as Muslims do not 
clean bathrooms). At one time, as I recall, we em­
ployed as many as eight Pakistanis on a full or part- 
time basis. Only three or four of them actually lived in 
the house. I was never quite sure of the exact num­
ber.

If I try hard enough I can recollect that I was shocked 
and horrified by some of the things I saw on a daily 
basis in Islamabad and throughout my travels in the 
country. The implications of a huge population living in 
poverty were staggering. Children who were forced 
by their families to beg in streets were a common sight. 
Open sewers created an overpowing stench in all but 
the most upscale districts of Islamabad and other cit­
ies. Crowds of angry men brandishing canes and shout­
ing slogans were often seen on my daily ride to the 
university. So much anger and frustration!

And yet, as I said, these memories retreat, and what is 
left are images of an ancient land so very different 
than what we Americans know that it is impossible to 
avoid its intrigue. Lately I’ve been having thoughts of 
a return to the Sub-continent perhaps to stay for a 
week in a retreat at one of the Indian hill stations so 
that Cath can add that experience to her memories. 
At the very least, I thought that I might share with you 
dear readers some of my appreciation of the postal 
history associated with Americans attempting to stay 
in touch by air mail with the folks back home across 
the miles from India to the United States.
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POSTAL HISTORIANS ON LINE
If you would like to join this list in future issues of La 
Posta, send us a note via e-mail to 
lapostagal@hotmail.com. If you are already listed, 
please take a moment to insure that your email ad­
dress is correct.

Paul G. Abajian [Vermont postal history]— PGA@vbimail.champlain.edu 
Murray Abramson [commercial US airmail 1924-1941]

—aabramson@verizon.net
Joe Adamski [SD, CT] — joe_adamski@hotmail.com
Albert Aidham [Machine cancels] — cancels@ptd.net
Jim Alexander [TX: Waco Village, McLennan, Bosque, Coryell counties]

— jralexander3@aol.com
American Philatelic Research Library — aprl@stamps.org
Gary Anderson [US Doanes & ND postal history]

— garyndak@comcast.net
Kirk Andrews [Expositions, OR, WA, Wl] — kirk_meister@yahoo.com 
Dennis Austin [WA,0R,ID] — skypub@skylinepublishing.comcastbiz.net 
Ted Bahry [Wake & Midway Isl, Benzie Cty, Ml] — semperted@aol.com 
Debbie Baker [Midwestern p.h., APOs]—airmailpostmark@mac.com 
Mark Baker Enterprises [Dealer CA & NV postal history etc.]

Web: goldrushpaper.com — mbcovers@directcon.net
Bob Baldridge — [Wisconsin p.h.] bobbaldridge@earthlink.net
Alan Banks [Missouri] — abanks7@att.net
William H. Bauer [CO postal history] — whbcphs@frontiernet.net
Robert Beall — rbeallstmp@aol.com
John Beane, MD [West VA] — jbeane@prodigy.net
Robert Beasecker [Ml p. history] — beaseckr@gvsu.edu 
Stan Bednarczyk [IL: Chicago Streetcar markings]

—stanb@columbus.rr.com
John Beirne [Navals, RPO, AK] — john_beirne@hotmail.com
William R. Beith [Eastern Oregon, OR Doanes]—wrbeith@comcast.net 
Kevin Belmont [SW Arkansas, West Pointers on stamps]

— kevin.belmont@west-point.org
Bary D. Bender [Dealer p.c.’s & p.h.; + collects WA: Columbia Co]

— ngatecol@bresnan.net
Steven Berlin [interrupted mail, wreicks, crashes, robbery, terrorism]

— drstevenberlin@yahoo.com
Henry Berthelot [train, shipwrck mail & US postals]

— hankberthelot@yahoo.com
Jim Blandford [#210 covers; early Detroit PH] — jblandf526@aol.com 
John Boal [California only]—calpl8z@boal.net
Tim Boardman [Washington PH, photos, books & maps]

— simcoe@dsl-only.net
Joe Bock [US Airmail 1935-1950 & Arizona town cancels; U.S. WWII]

— jgbock@commspeed.net
John Bloor [World early airmail; air & airmail-related Cinderellas France, 

Canada, U.N.] — aerophil59@yahoo.com
Paul Bofinger [pobfish@comcast.net] — Newfoundland, NH DPOs & 

19th century covers, Concord NH & Merrimack Co. NH covers
Eppe Bosch [WA: Stevens, Pend Oreille, Whitman Co.s; Wl: Portage, 

Waupaca, Wood Co.s] — bonep@qwest.net
James Boyden [WWI military, WW censored]

— jimesmc@worldnet.att.net
Frank Braithwaite [1902 issue, M.O.B., N.Y., V & “X" rate markings,

B. Harrison on cvr-Sc#308, 622,694,1045—fbraith@optonline.net
Bruce Branson [CA:lnyo, Mono, & Siskiyou)

— bbbranson@lonepinetv.com
Deane Briggs, MD [Florida Postal History] — drb@gte.net
Roger S. Brody [Series 1902, Prominent Americans]

— rsbco@optonline.net
Daniel Broulette US, S.Africa, India, Vietnam]—danbro@wdemail.com
Brown, Chip [WV ph; 1903 uses of 1902 definitives on cover]

— grahamb@alltel.net
Brown, Edward [parcel posts & plate blocks]

— browntreesnakes@gmail.com
Evert Bruckner [MT: Phillips, Blaine, & Valley Co’s]

—ebruckner@earthlink.net
Kenneth Burden [Washington & CA DPOs]— burden@localaccess.com

Gloria Burleson [civil war, letters, advertising]
— gloria@thelenscap.com

Maurice Bursey [#215 covers, Confd NC & Union occupied NC covers.
— mauricebursey@aol.com

Raymond Buse [Cincinnati & Clermont Co., OH p.h.]
— stampPat@aol.com

James W. Busse [CA: San Diego Co. p.h.] — Jimb1997@aol.com
Arden Callender [U.S. banknote issues] — callenderardy@sbcglobal.net 
Joseph Campagna [MT, Greece, Italy, Vatican, Turkey p.history]

— campagnakphth@msn.com
Rocco Caponi [OH:Akron, Summit Co, 2c Circular Die postal history 

(U429) — rocco.caponi@gmail.com
Gary Carlson [machine cancels] — gcarlson@columbus.rr.com
Glenda & John Cheramy [Dealers; Canada] — gcheramy@shaw.ca 
Larry Cherns [Mostly pre-1954 postally transmitted covers and p.cards 

w/ interesting messages in English from anywhere]
— katchke@hotmail.com

Robert Chisholm — [Dealer: postal history] — chizz5@aol.com
Bob Chow [Colorado] — bob.chow@comcast.net
Douglas Clark [Railway Mail] —dnc@alpha.math.uga.edu
Tom Clarke [Philadelphia] — ocl-tom@ix.netcom.com
Walter S. Clarke [Florida Territorials; Interesting on-cover cancellations on

Scott # 10 & 11] — worldata@mindspring.com
Louis Cohen [Kentucky postal history] — cohenstamps32@aol.com 
Norman Cohen [US #210 on cover] — norman@adventuregraphics.com 
Giles Cokelet [Montana postal history, Greenland]

— giles_c@coe.montana.edu
David C. Collyer [General US, Texas, USS Texas]

— cozumel_90@hotmail.com
Robert W. Collins [Korean War & “Collins” pms]— ohiorwc@aol.com
David M. Coogle [Dealer, Postal History, Nutmeg Stamp Sales]

— david@nutmegstamp.com
Vince Costello [US fancy cancels, postal history, auxiliary marks]

— vinman2119@aol.com
Joe H. Crosby [Oklahoma & Indian Territory; U.S. Despatch Agent 

covers, 19"’ c fancy cancels, college cancels] — joecrosby@cox.net
W.H. “Tom” Crosby — scattertom@msn.com
E. Rod Crossley [West coast military, Spruce Production Division,

Ventura county CA & CA RPO] — rcrossley@worldnet.att.net
William T. Crowe [CT: Waterbury & Fairfield County] 

—wtcrowe@aol.com
Frank Crown [GA postal history, confederates]—fcrown@knology.net 
Roger D. Curran [US 19th C cancels] — rcurran@dejazzd.com 
Richard Curtin [CA covers & CA express] — curtinr@sbcglobal.net 
Matt Dakin [Mississippi Postal History] — patdakin@mindspring.com 
Mike Dattolico [La Posta Associate Editor] — mmdattol@aol.com 
Joseph M. Del Grosso — diandme2@gbis.com
James L. Diamond [Spanish American war; US possessions]

— jdia407@aol.com
James P. Doolin [19“’ c p.history, “Columbus" named towns 

—jamesdoolin@att.net
Doubleday, Elwyn [Dealer; collects NH & NY & #210’s on NY & Maine] 

—elwyn@elwyndoubleday.com
John Drew [AZ/NV WellsFargo & Express] — jandndrew@aol.com
Lee Drickamer — lee.drickamer@nau.edu
Geoffrey Dutton [2d Bureau postal history] — geoff@neddog.com.;

Website: http://neddog.com/stamps
Loring Ebersole [Ohio postal history, WWII APOs, Rt 66 postcards]

— Ioringebersole@comcast.net
Fern Eckersley [OR postal history] eckers@msn.com
Leonard M. Eddy [OK & Arkansas p.h.]—Ieonardeddy@sbcglobal.net
L. Steve Edmondson [Tennessee] — tenac@hctc.com
Craig Eggleston [Philippines, US Possessions] — cae@airmail.net
Barry Elkins [PA-Philadelphia County]—elkinj@comcast.net
Mike Ellingson [North Dakota Territory; machines]

— mikeellingson@comcast.net
David Ellis [Ml postal history] — ell7990@aol.com
Empire State Postal History Society — http:/www.esphs.org
Darrell Ertzberger [NC, VA, RPO, RFD] — mteton@aol.com
Paul Eslinger [MT, Dakota, WY Territory & Grant Co, ND]

— pauljanddarcya@gmail.com
Glenn Estus [New York] — gestus@westelcom.com
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James Faber [WY, NW OH, Hancock Co, ME, No. Wl]
— faber@bluemarble.net

John Farkas [US Possessions] — jonfark@cs.com
Wayne Farley [West Virginia P. H.] — cwfarley@aol.com
Richard Farquhar [seapost, RPO, Span-Am War, 1898]

— farqrich@bellsouth.net
Dan Fellows [Wl, WWI, perfs, Scotland, Knights of Columbus,Sc.210

Canal Zone Military PH] — drfellows@charter.net
Edward Fergus [Western Express]—ecfergus@charter.net
Norm Ferguson [Navy covers -NS Savannah]

— normjanstjoe@comcast.net
Ronald W. Finger [US Navy CV’s, WWI & WWII APOs & Feldpost]

— roncva43@aol.com
Louis Fiset [Prexies, WWII civilian internment]—fiset@u.washington.edu 
Ed Fisher [Ml; 4th Bureau: %c-Hale, 1 ’/2c Harding, 1/2c postage due]

— efisherco@earthlink.net
Ken Flagg [Used postal stationery: US, CZ, PI; WWII APOs, Postwar 

APOs] — ken0737@dishmail.net
Jane King Fohn [TX WWI air branches; Medina Co, TX; US#1043

(9c Alamo)] — janekfohn@sbcglobal.net
Jim Forte [Dealer] — jimforte@postalhistory.com &

Website http://postalhistory.com
Myron Fox [WWI/WWII U.S. & German military & censored mail; postwar 

occupations] — MyronFox1@aol.com
Gene Fricks [Literature, TN & NJ PH] — genefricks@comcast.net
Bob Friedman [Dealer-worldwide p.h.]— covercnr@tx.rr.com
Don Garrett [Mississippi] — Donompix@aol.com
Douglas Gary [Dealer] — doug_gary@hotmail.com
Bob Gaudian [Connecticut Postal History] — rgstamper @aol.com
John J. Germann [Texas DPOs; Navy ship cancels]

— jghist@comcast.net
Ray Getsug [Minnesota postal history, literature] —rayg669563@aol.com 
Don Glickstein [postal cards used in Alaska] — glickwolf@earthlink.net 
Peter Glover [Pre-Pearl Harbor WWII related] —pgorcassidy@earthlink.net 
Michael Goldstein [RPOs, streetcars, WA.D.C. pms]

— caped@starpower.net
Max Gors [Dakota Territory & Tripp Co.] — maxagors@aol.com
John Grabowski [1902 Series, 1938 Prexies, 1940 Famous Am's, 1941

Def. Issue, 1944 8c Transp, 1980s-90s Transp Coils] 
—minnjohn@alum.mit.edu

Ken Grant [Wisconsin postal history] — kenneth.grant@uwc.edu
John Grosse [Texas] — johngrosse@compuserve.com
Maurice Grossman — mbgrossma@att.net
Ted Gruber [Nevada] — TedGruber@aol.com
Richard Guarelia [Aviation, Long Is. postalhistory — uncasfish@aol.com 
Arthur Hadley [Indiana, flag cancels] — ahadley1@comcast.net 
Raymond Hadley [postal cards, Wesson; Connecticut]

— ray-suzann@gci.net
John Hale — jwh60@chartertn.net
Hall-Patton, Mark [CA: Orange Co; Bridge-related p.o.s]

—hallpatt@unlv.nevada.edu
Larry Haller [Handstamped Flag cancels] — LJHaller@aol.com
Ken Hamlin [Montana postal history, photographs, pcs & ephemera]

— knphamlin@bresnan.net
John T. Hardy, Jr. [US postal cards (pre-1910) flyspecks; Philippines]

— john_hardy@msn.com
Robert Dalton Harris [Dealer. Collects Congo; Telegraph]

— agatherin@yahoo.com
Ron Harmon [Florida PH] — rrhrm@hotmail.com
Labron Harris [Dealer, postal history; collects First Bureaus]

— Iabronharr@aol.com
Wayne Hassell [Dealer; collects US Marines, Wisconsin & Michigan]

— junostamps@aol.com
Karl Hellmann [US covers, postcards, postal history]

— karllectibles@aol.com
Robert Henak [lA-Carroll,Calhoun,Jones Counties]

— ;henak8010@sbcglobal.net
Steve Henderson [military postal history] — vshenderson@aol.com
Gary Hendren [Missouri PH] — g2hslm@msn.com
Gerald Heresko [Bristol, CT + other CT towns; ‘Old Homeweek”]

— BristolMums@msn.com
Henry Higgins [Florida; TN] — profhiggins922@comcast.net

Jack Hilbing [Illinois stampless; machine cancels] —jack@hilbing.us 
Terence Hines [Hanover, NH & #E12-21 on cover]

— terencehines@aol.com
Todd Hirn [PO Seals of Peru, Japan, & the Middle East; Volusia Co. FL] 

—thirn@cfl.rr.com & http://www.poseal.com
Reginald L. Hofmaier [Oklahoma p.h.] — regbar91@aol.com
Joseph Holleman [postal history] — josephth@prodigy.net
Brad Horton [U.S. Postals & philatelic literature]

— kchorton4@comcast.net
John Hotchner [20” c aux, Xmas seals tied; Spec deliv; wreck&crash 

mail; some FDCs]—jmhstamp@ix.netcom.com
B. Clyde Hutchinson [US 1861 issue; CA postal history]

— bch@llcllp.com
Stan Jameson [dealer] — empire65@tampabay.rr.com
Jerome Jarnick — jarnick@wowway.com
Stefan T. Jaronski [Ithaca NY; northeastern Montana; Confed. States 

military mail] — bug@midrivers.com
Cary E. Johnson [Michigan p.h.; Railway, Waterway & Streetcars]

— cejohn@umich.edu
Gerald Johnson [3c 1851; auxiliary markings] — johnson66@charter.net
William H. Johnson [Florida p.history] — whjdds@aol.com
Charles A. Jones [CO & Prexy postal history]

— cgjones3614@gmail.com
Robert D. Jones [Nebraska postal history, esp. DPOs]

— robwanjones@charter.net
Rodney Juell [Series of 1922] — rajuell@lycos.com
Barton D. Kamp [Massachusetts postal history] — bartdk@verizon.net
Gordon Katz [Maryland & DE postal history, postal history on postcards]

— gccats@verizon.net
Robert Keatts [Walla Walla Co., WA p.h.] — lkeatts@msn.com
Dick Keiser [Dealer-military/censord covers, revenues]

— stamps@dickkeiser.com
Rodney Kelley [Arkanas, esp Conway & Pope counties]

— rkel@swbell.net
Kelvin Kindahi [MA: Hampshire Co] — Kelvin01027@charter.net
Lucien Klein [Prexies, OR: Marion & Grant Co] — lusal@msn.com
Ron Klimley [Florida WWII, machine cancels, Tampa Spanish American 

War] —klimley@verizon.net
Eric Knapp [Alaska postal history] — eknapp@gci.net
Daniel M. Knowles [NY: Suffolk Co, Long Island; 3c 1861-auxiliary 

markings] — dknowles@med.cornell.edu
Kent Kobersteen [US Scott CH, unusual commercial usages, unusual 

off-cover stamps] — kobersteen@gmail.com
William Kolodrubetz [classic US post office seals] 

—djp_wjk@verizon.net
Paul Konlgsberg [Museum of Postal History, NYC]

— pkonigsb@email.usps.gov
Van Koppersmith [Alabama & Mississippi p.h.] — cleave3@aol.com 
Jim Kotanchik [Franklin Co., MA & PO Seals] — jimkot@verizon.net 
George Kramer [U.S. west; western Europe, telegraph]

— gjkk@optonline.net
Jon E. Krupnick [Pacific Flights 1936-46 & US Pacific Possessions]

— jonpac@aol.com
George Kubal [Dealer] — geokubal@aol.com
Alfred Kugel [20th Cent. Military Mail, US Possessions & Offices Abroad]

— afkugel@hotmail.com
William 0. Kvale [MN Territorials] — flo3wil@aol.com
Charles LaBlonde [WWII mail to & from Switzerland & Red Cross]

— clablonde@aol.com
Dick Laird [Doanes from IN, KY, TN, SC] — d.laird@comcast.net
Lawrence Laliberte [Poughkeepsie, NY p.h.; Transport Airs on cover]

— Iargin1@verizon.net
Eliot A. Landau — [U.S. Registry, U.S. w/ Lincoln Stamps]

— elandau@aol.com
Russell C. Lang [Nebraska] — LangWhiteOak@nntc.net
Robert M. Langer [Boston ad covers; Carroll County NH]

— rla4141975@aol.com
Peter B. Larson [Idaho postal history] — ystone@cpcinternet.com
Ken Lawrence — [Crystal Palace World's Fair, 1853 New York, First

Issue Nesbett Envelopes] — apsken@aol.com
Howard Lee [U.S. 4th Bureau Issue 17c Wilson; Prexy 4 '/2 cent]

— gimpo@adnc.com
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James E. Lee [Literature Dealer. Collects Lake & McHenry Co, IL]
—jim@jameslee.com & website: www.jameslee.com

Leslie W. Lee [Wl p.history & Wl Doanes] — leslee@itis.com
Ron Leith — ronleith@uniserve.com
Ron Lessard — ronlessard@att.net
Brian R. Levy [New Hampshire for Sale] — bellobl@aol.com
Matthew Liebson [Ohio PH; Licking Co., Doanes, stampless]

— paperhistory@mindspring.com
David C. Lingard [Florida-4 bars, Doanes, RPO, Adv. & most anything]

— davidjingard@hotmail.com
W. Edward Linn [OR; rural stations; NAMW; Airfield dedications, Western 

States Precancels & Perfins] —linn@winfirst.com
James R. Littell [balloon, rocket, Zeppelin post]— zepplincat@wzrd.com 
Jerry Login [US 19”’ C penalty envelopes w/ stamps added]

— jerl2004@msn.com
Nicholas Lombardi [US 2d Bureau issue + Register'd Mail]

— 8605@comcast.net
Bud Luckey [Siskiyou Co. CA; northern CA]—luckey@snowcrest.net 
Michael Ludeman [TX Postal History, USPOD Forms & Documents]

— mike@ludeman.net
Len Lukens [Oregon p.h. & trans-Pacific airmail]

— Ilukens@easystreet.net
David Lyman [World postmarks on covers or piece]

— postmark@sympatico.ca
Max Lynds [Aroostook Co., Maine p.h.] — max@pwless.net
Millard Mack — millardhmack@yahoo.com
Scott Mader [OR/CA] — maders@ohsu.edu
Larry Maddux [OR postal history; all over ad covers]

— Imaddux@pacifier.com
Richard Malmgren [Hawaii] — rcmstamps@hawaii.rr.com
Robert Markovits [dealer. Collects world-wide Special Delivery & US 

officials, US5, 536 , C38 C46] —rlmarkovits@aol.com
Craig Martin —[Dealer. Collects naval covers, So. Cal PH]

— saracv3@gmail.com
Ken Martin-kpmartin@stamps.org
Peter Martin — pmartin2525@yahoo.com
Richard Martorelli [Military, Postage Due] — rdmartorell@gmail.com 
Chester Masters [WA: Paquetboat Cancels, and Clallam & Jefferson

Co]—stamps292001 @yahoo.com
Richard Matta [MD:Montgomery Cty & PA: McKesesport]

— rkm@groom.com
Bernard Mayer [Oklahoma] — Bernie@m47303.com
David Mayo —dmayo@paulweiss.com
Robert McAlpine [US & Foreign]— rmcalpine63@comcast.net
Larry McBride [U.S. town & DPO cancels] — lgmcbride@yahoo.com 
David McCord [Doanes, Type E 4-Bars + AK,WA,WY,NV,OR covers] 

—damac52@comcast.net
R.J. McEwen [Eastern Oregon] — rjmcewen@aol.com
Chuck & Jan McFarlane [Ausdenmoore-McFarlane Stamps]

— mcmichigan@charter.net
Bob McKain [Pittsburgh, Alaska Hiway & AK APOs]

— 57-vette@comcast.net
Michael E. Mead [Britannia Enterprises - dealer]

— meadbritannia@aol.com
Jim Mehrer — [Dealer. Collects expo's, Navy ships]

—mehrer@postal-history.com & website http://www.postal-history.com 
Doug Merenda [Columbians on cover, Columbian Expo]

— ddm_50@yahoo.com
Mark Metkin [Idaho postal history] — metkin@mindspring.com 

website: http://www.mindspring.com/~metkin/idahoindex.html
Minneman, Lynn [Portland, Oregon area] — lminnema@msn.com 
Harvey Mirsky [US 1847 issue] — HarveyMirsky@aol.com
John Moffatt [Stamps-world] —moffatts2419@sbcglobal.net
John Moore [US Exposition/World's Fair]—modelpo57@yahoo.com 
Richard Moraine [Naval Covers] — dickmorain@verizon.net 
Steve Morehead [Colorado postal history] — steveasc@ix.netcom.com 
Alan Moser [Iowa postal history] — amoser1537@comcast.net 
James H. Moses [postal censorship]—jhcmoses@bellsouth.net 
Darren Mueller [Wl-Fond du Lac Co p.history]

—darren.mueller@juno.com
John G. Mullen [WA; flags; Ntl Air Mail Week; Snohomish,Skagit, Island 

County] —longjohn .wa007@netzero.com

Andrew Murin [Colorado postal history]—agmurin@kci.net
Jim Myerson [US Navy & pioneer airmail,WA-Franklin]

— jpm_ww@yahoo.com
Larry Neal [Holmes & Coshocton Counties, Ohio (US, World-wide to

1955; Greenland; Stained Glass on Stamps]—larryln@embarqmail.com
Burnham Neill [FL-Miami/Dade DPOs on PPCs; some MS, MO]

— mbneill@bellsouth.net
Bruce Nelson [Ulus, pioneer postcards (1870-1898): govt postals & 

private—landmarkpc@aol.com
Howard Ness — hbness@hotmail.com
Ray Newburn [CO pre-wwll Pan Am Pacific Div; 4ft & 5'"Bureaus (all 

rates] — newburn@mindspring.com
Dan Nieuwlandt [S. California,WWII, Belgian Congo] 

—nieuwiandt33@msn.com
Bill Nix [OR & WA (Skamania)]— B845588@embarqmail.com
Jim Noll — [computer postage] jenca@pacbell.net
Joe Odziana — drjoeo@earthlink.net
James Oliver [VT, Canada, Scandinavia]—falco43@gmail.com
Larry Oliver [Advertising covers, medical-related]

—oliver.lawrence@mayo.edu
Robert Omberg [Idaho p.h.] — Bob.Omberg@nlrb.gov
Kevin O'Reilly [NWT, Yukon & Labrador; US APOs in Canada]

— kor@theedge.ca
Steve Pacetti [1861 1c, Hawaii, Prexies, CO postal history]

— sbp57@comcast.net
Dennis Pack [Sub-station postmarks; Utah ph, USCG]

— packd@hbci.com
Ray Palmer [OR: Yamhill, Polk Counties] — rpalmer@onlinemac.com
Dr. Everett L. Parker [Pitcairn, Canada, Maine]— eparker@hughes.net 
Alan Parsons [US, UN, NY: Steuben, Schuyler & Chemung counties]

— alatholleyrd@aol.com
Norman Pence [OK & Indian Territory] — norpen@hotmail.com
Randy Pence [Yangtze River Patrol; WWI medical]

— catclan@earthlink.net
Richard Pesot [ID, Mauritius, Tibet, U.S. 1869, Classic U.S.]

—rpesot@ajlewiscorp.com]
Paul E. Petosky [Ml; US & Can p.o.s on pcs]

—paul_petosky@yahoo.com
Website: http://postmarks.grandmaraismichigan.com/

Kenneth A. Pitt [Dealer. Collects LI NY, Dead Letter office to 1870,
Pioneer post cards] — kenpitt@verizon.net

Hans Pohler [Ohio postal history, Germany, military]
— hpohler@juno.com

John Pollard [jopol@shaw.ca] — Censored (civil & military)
Elwood Poore [DPOs, Auxiliary Markings] — woody-poore@msn.com
Thomas Post [IL-Railways,U.S. Canada, Luxembourg] 

—tompost48@gmail.com
Charles Powers — cpowers@powent.com
Stephen Prigozy [Telegraph & electrical covers] — prigozys@aol.com
Robert Quintero [Detroit Mail Boat/Detroit River Sta 1895-Current]

— qover@comcast.net
Robert D. Rawlins [naval covers] — rawlins@sonic.net
Mark Reasoner [Ohio] mreasone@columbus.rr.com
Norval L. Rasmusen [VA; Tunisia, Algeria]

—nrasmu@digitalconnections.net
Frank Reischerl [US postal history] — freischerl@cox.net
Thomas Richards [Movie star mail]— thomasr1@ohiodominican.edu
Martin Richardson [OH & IL ph, off sealed, Local posts]

— martinR362@aol.com
Thomas Richardson [North Carolina P.H., APOs]

— stamps@northstate.net
Al Ring [Arizona postal history] — ringal@comcast.net
Norm Ritchie [CO, UT, AZ & NM p.history + all US/Canada postmarks ]

— mnp123@comcast.net
Linda Roberts [UT: Park City PMs, PCs, stocks,Tokens,stereoviews, 

bottles, etc] — robertsfamly@earthlink.net
William B. Robinson [Dealer; collects Wl postal history]

—wbrob@hotmail.com
Julius Rockwell [Alaska] — juliusro@alaska.net
Gilbert M. Roderick [Dealer. Downeast Stamps. Collects Straight line 

stampless, cameo advertising, Maine p.h.] — destamps@acadia.net
James E. Rogers [VT machine canels, NH & ME flags] 

—J_Rogers@juno.com
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Robert C. Roland [post cards, postal history, U.S.]
— robt.roland@sbcglobal.net

Romanelll, Paul [bkjacks on cvr; VT, ME p hist.]
— docROMA2000@yahoo.com

Robert G. Rose [New Jersey p.h.] — rrose@daypitney.com
Hal Ross [Kansas Territorials & postmarks] — halross@sbcglobal.net 
Art Rupert [Rural Branches & Stations, CPO] — aerupert@bentonrea.com 
Roger Rydberg [Colorado postal history] — rrydberg5@comcast.net 
Bill Sammis [US Express Company labels, stamps & covers]

— cds13@cornell.edu
William Sandrik [Disinfected mail, Austrian Lloyd]

— sandrik42@verizon.net
Ken Sanford [Air Crash, Train, & Ship Wreck Covers] 

—kaerophil@gmail.com
A.J. Savakis [Ohio-machines] — mcsforum@embarqmail.com
Robert Scales [western states, crashes, Doanes, Expos] 

—bscaies@bak.rr.com
Allan Schefer [U.S. foreign mails 1861-1870; fancy cancels, 3c US 1861, 

Bicycle ad cvrs & pcs, France 1871-75 ceres issue, prex] 
—schef21 n@netscape.net

Henry B. Scheuer .[U.S. FDCs, pre-1935] — hscheuer@jmsonline.com 
Steve Schmale [Dealer-Western states.Collects Plumas & Placer Co, post 

card & photo views any small US towns — outweststeve@ftcnet.net
Dennis W. Schmidt [US Off postal stationery/covers]

— officials2001@yahoo.com
Fred Schmitt [Dealer] — fred@fredschmitt.com

& http://www.fredschmitt.com
Robert Schultz [Missouri postal history]— schulhstry@aol.com 

www.civilwar.org
Joseph Sedivy [1909 cners-cover&card; RPO, Chi stcars] 

—JNJSED717@aol.com
Larry R. Sell [postal history/banknotes,1861,1902’s]

— Iarrysell@infoblvd.net
Mike Senta [Alaska postal history] — msenta@mtaonline.net 
Michael Serdy [Western Express] hmbgc15@comcast.net 
Norman Shachat [Phila. & Bucks Co. PH] — nshachat@msn.com 
Edwin H. Shane [Philippines, WWII military PI, masonic, Computers]

— edmarshane@earthlink.net
Robert Shaub[PA:York Co; MD:BaltimoreCo— r_shaub351@live.com 
Terry Shaw [Alaska; Early Airmail] — cgsarchxx@aol.com
Richard Sheaff [Illustrated ad covers; NH-Cornish Flat; MA-Ballardvale] 

—dicksheaff@cox.net & www.sheaff-ephemera.com
Timothy M. Sheehan [NM Territorial ph]—timsheehan505@gmail.com 
Steve Sheppard [World's Columbian Expo] — xpo93@aol.com 
Dan Sherman [settlement of post-civil war West]

— dsherman@oikosmedia.com
Lawrence Sherman [WWII-Foreign Destinations; APO at Washington 

Monument 1943; Bolivia & Peru up to 1940; Chili Centennial issues, 
19101] — larrysherman@san.rr.com

David J. Simmons [Israel,Palestine,Gaza; U.S. Seaboard, Worcester 
MA] — dsim465835@cs.com

Ed Siskin [U.S. Colonial, WWI, Free Franks] - jeananded@comcast.net 
Richard Small [Machine cancels, post offices]

—  & rsmall003@comcast.net
http://hometown.aol.com/rsmall9293/mcfmain.htm

R. J. “Jack” Smalling [IA DPOs; baseball autogrs]
— jack@baseballaddresses.com

Chet Smith [US post offices; branches & stations] — cms@psu.edu
Jack M. Smith, Sr. [Texas DPOs; TX Doane Co-ordinator]

— jandd@tstar.net
Thomas Smith [Mississippi, DPO & RMS] — smiththomash@yahoo.com 
Fred Smyithe — fredabet@paulbunyan.net
Gus Spector [PA ad covers & postal history] gspec56@aol.com 
Jessie Spector [US postal history] — Jesse.Spector@verizon.net 
Anita Sprankle [Northcentral PA DPOs] — lysprank@aol.com 
Ken Stach [Dakota & Nebraska territories] — kstach@santel.net 
Kurt Stauffer [WWII P0W mail & military]— kastauffer@aol.com 
John Steele [IL postal history] — john_steele_578@comcast.net 
Rex H. “Jim” Stever [Republic of Texas] — rhstever@hotmail.com 
Seymour B. Stiss (Chicago & IL postal history)—sbstiss@msn.com 
Robert Stoldal [Nevada] - stoldal@cox.net
Greg Stone [19“' C postal history, esp Ml] — michcovers@ec.rr.com

David L. Straight [Pneumatic mail; St. Louis, USPO forms]
— dls@wustl.edu

Bill Strauss [Texas] — baagrade@aol.com
Howard P. Strohn [CA: Monterey & San Benito Co]

— howardpstrohn@mybluelight.com
Marc Stromberg [Blood’s Despatch, CA: Alameda, C.Costa co.s;

Ships of Pearl Harbor & Clipper Mail]—marcsellshomes@msn.com
Bob Summerell [General PH, postal stationery, early cinema/theatre 

deltiology] — kusummer@aol.com
Greg Sutherland [Dealer: Freeman’s philatelic literature] 

—gregfreecoax.nethttp://www.gregfree.com
Robert Svoboda [Montana postal history]— SVOBODA7@aol.com
Bob Swanson [WWI p.h.] — rds@swansongrp.com

& www.swansongrp.com/posthist.html
Bill Tatham [California] — wtatham@charter.net
Michael Taugher [So Cal-LA, Ventura, San Diego counties; Scandanavia 

Baltic) — mtaugher@aol.com
Stephen T. Taylor [Dealer: US postal history]— info@stephentaylor.co.uk 

www.stephentaylor.co.uk
Gerry Tenney [Wash,Franklins & Prx, Westch &Ulster Co NY, C23’s com 

use; Cancels on banknots off cover,— gtenney@earthlink.net
The Collectors Club — (New York) collectorsclub@nac.net
David Thompson [Wisconsin p.h.] — thompdae@msn.com
Don Thompson [Stampless NH, MA, FL] — thomcat7405@aol.com 
James Tigner, Jr. [RPOs, ship cancels] — oldbayline@hotmail.com
Don Tocher [19th Century US] — dontocher@earthlink.net 

http://www.postalnet.com/dontocher/
Allan Tomey [frontier military forts (post Civil War), war of 1812, esp 

Naval]— tomey76@gmail.com
Jonathan Topper [Airmails, RPOs, APOs]— jctopper@swbell.net
Bob Trachimowicz [Worcester, Mass. P.history; Wesson Tobs of

Worcester] — track@alum.wpi.edu
William Treat [CO: Clear Creek, Gilpin & Jefferson counties

1850s-1930s] — jtsouthwest@msn.com
Kenneth Trettin [IA: Floyd Co.&Rockford] — hogman@onnitelcom.com
Tom Turner [Alabama postal history] — turnertomp@aol.com
Tom Unterberger [Wl: Douglas County] — unterberger@chartermi.net
Jorge Vega-Rivera [Puerto Rico: 19th Century Maritime Mail & Spanish 

American War 1898-1902] —portovega8@yahoo.com
George P. Wagner [US p.history-interesting uses-small banknotes to 

modern;2nd & 4“' Bureau, Wash-Frank, Prex, Liberty]
— gpwwauk@aol.com

Tim Wait [IL: Boone Co, Wa Bicentenneal 1932, Spec Deliv Bicycle 
Airmail Special Deliv combo] — t.wait@comcast.net

Jim Walker [NJ: Corvells Ferry Stamp Club. Collects Huntondon Co, NJ
& Bucks Co, PA postal history] — jiwalker@embarqmail.com

W. Danforth Walker [MD: Baltimore, Howard Co., British Commonwealth 
postal history & stamps]— dan@insurecollectibles.com

Charles Wallis [OK & Indian Territory] — cobweb2006@sbcglobal.net
Lauck Walton [Early US machine cancels, unusual usages on postal 

cards, C&D, county & postmaster cancels] — jwalton@shentel.net
Ron Wankel [Nebraska & WWII APOs on #UC9]

— margiegurley@aol.com
Ron Ward [Maryland PH] — Anoph2@aol.com
Jim Watson [Mendocino/Lake Co. CA cancels] — pygwats@mcn.org 
Wayne Worthington [US Army in Canal Zone] — Waynew@erols.com 
John S. Weigle [CA: Ventura Co; interrupted mail; officially sealed mail of 

world, aux] — jweigle@vcnet.com
Rich Weiner [18th & 19th C letters w/ high content value; NC stampless 

Covers] — rweiner@duke.edu
Larry Weinstock [Dealer-Western postal history; collects NW p.history,

2nd Bureau issue use] — lwstampscovers@comcast.net
David Wessely — aonecoverz@oh.rr.com
Ken White [AZ, NM, & France] kenwhite@cableone.net
Robert B. Whitney [New London, CT; Brevard Co, FL; Benton Co., OR 

postal history] — mcwrbwsa@yahoo.com
Douglas Wick [Dealer-Hedemarken Collectibles]—wick@btinet.net
Louise Wile [postcards, Bucks Co. PA pmks] — alexander530@aol.com 
David Williams [NY: Broome Co; NY State Star cancels]

—  & davidewilliams@insightbb.com
www.broome-county-postal-history.com

Concluded on page 69

mailto:robt.roland@sbcglobal.net
mailto:docROMA2000@yahoo.com
mailto:rrose@daypitney.com
mailto:halross@sbcglobal.net
mailto:aerupert@bentonrea.com
mailto:rrydberg5@comcast.net
mailto:cds13@cornell.edu
mailto:sandrik42@verizon.net
mailto:kaerophil@gmail.com
mailto:mcsforum@embarqmail.com
mailto:bscaies@bak.rr.com
mailto:n@netscape.net
mailto:hscheuer@jmsonline.com
mailto:outweststeve@ftcnet.net
mailto:officials2001@yahoo.com
mailto:fred@fredschmitt.com
http://www.fredschmitt.com
mailto:schulhstry@aol.com
http://www.civilwar.org
mailto:JNJSED717@aol.com
mailto:Iarrysell@infoblvd.net
mailto:msenta@mtaonline.net
mailto:hmbgc15@comcast.net
mailto:nshachat@msn.com
mailto:edmarshane@earthlink.net
mailto:r_shaub351@live.com
mailto:cgsarchxx@aol.com
mailto:dicksheaff@cox.net
http://www.sheaff-ephemera.com
mailto:timsheehan505@gmail.com
mailto:xpo93@aol.com
mailto:dsherman@oikosmedia.com
mailto:larrysherman@san.rr.com
mailto:dsim465835@cs.com
mailto:jeananded@comcast.net
mailto:rsmall003@comcast.net
http://hometown.aol.com/rsmall9293/mcfmain.htm
mailto:jack@baseballaddresses.com
mailto:cms@psu.edu
mailto:jandd@tstar.net
mailto:smiththomash@yahoo.com
mailto:fredabet@paulbunyan.net
mailto:gspec56@aol.com
mailto:Jesse.Spector@verizon.net
mailto:lysprank@aol.com
mailto:kstach@santel.net
mailto:kastauffer@aol.com
mailto:john_steele_578@comcast.net
mailto:rhstever@hotmail.com
mailto:sbstiss@msn.com
mailto:stoldal@cox.net
mailto:michcovers@ec.rr.com
mailto:dls@wustl.edu
mailto:baagrade@aol.com
mailto:howardpstrohn@mybluelight.com
mailto:marcsellshomes@msn.com
mailto:kusummer@aol.com
%25e2%2580%2594gregfreecoax.nethttp://www.gregfree.com
mailto:SVOBODA7@aol.com
mailto:rds@swansongrp.com
http://www.swansongrp.com/posthist.html
mailto:wtatham@charter.net
mailto:mtaugher@aol.com
mailto:info@stephentaylor.co.uk
http://www.stephentaylor.co.uk
mailto:gtenney@earthlink.net
mailto:collectorsclub@nac.net
mailto:thompdae@msn.com
mailto:thomcat7405@aol.com
mailto:oldbayline@hotmail.com
mailto:dontocher@earthlink.net
http://www.postalnet.com/dontocher/
mailto:tomey76@gmail.com
mailto:jctopper@swbell.net
mailto:track@alum.wpi.edu
mailto:jtsouthwest@msn.com
mailto:hogman@onnitelcom.com
mailto:turnertomp@aol.com
mailto:unterberger@chartermi.net
mailto:portovega8@yahoo.com
mailto:gpwwauk@aol.com
mailto:t.wait@comcast.net
mailto:jiwalker@embarqmail.com
mailto:dan@insurecollectibles.com
mailto:cobweb2006@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jwalton@shentel.net
mailto:margiegurley@aol.com
mailto:Anoph2@aol.com
mailto:pygwats@mcn.org
mailto:Waynew@erols.com
mailto:jweigle@vcnet.com
mailto:rweiner@duke.edu
mailto:lwstampscovers@comcast.net
mailto:aonecoverz@oh.rr.com
mailto:kenwhite@cableone.net
mailto:mcwrbwsa@yahoo.com
mailto:wick@btinet.net
mailto:alexander530@aol.com
mailto:davidewilliams@insightbb.com
http://www.broome-county-postal-history.com


November 2009 9

Air Accelerated Mail between the United
States and India, 1927-1945

Map 1 India, as depicted on this 1930 Rand McNally atlas map was a gigantic territory stretching from Afghanistan 
to Siam.

By Richard W. Helbock

I
ndia—a giant political entity often called “the Sub 
continent”—stretched across the map of south Asia 
from the mountainous Afghan border lands 3,000 
miles east to the border with Siam during the 200 years 

of British colonial rule. As the British Empire neared 
its peak of economic power and political influence in 
the late 1920s, Imperial Airways established the first 
air mail and passenger service linking Europe with In­
dia. The British saw this technological improvement in 
transport and communications as “buckling the belt of 
Empire.”

Americans were far more concerned with events at 
home and within the western hemisphere as the “Roar­
ing 20s” gave way to economic depression, but India 
had long held a fascination for some in the United States. 
Missionaries pondered the millions of “heathen” souls 
represented within the indigenous population of India, 
and organized themselves to establish schools, churches 
and clinics to serve the masses. Businessmen con­
templated ways and means that they might tap into 
the rich flow of raw materials from India to Europe, 
and at the same time create new markets for Ameri­

can products within the Sub-continent. Wealthy Ameri­
can travellers, and perhaps a few scholars, booked 
their own “Passage to India” on board one of the luxu­
rious cruise ships to see for themselves the romantic 
lands described by Rudyard Kipling and E. M. Forster. 
But, for the most part, India was a British “show”, and 
air mail covers surviving from the pre-World War II 
era are far more plentiful from British-Indian corre­
spondences than those with American-Indian origins 
and destinations.

For both mail and passengers travelling from the United 
States to India, the most expeditious route was by sea 
from East coast ports—particularly New York. The 
1933 US Official Postal Guide described the routing 
of mail to India as:

New York to France, about three times a week.
Time, 5 to 8 days. French Atlantic port, via Paris 
to Marseille, (R.R.). Time, 2 days. Marseille to 
Bombay, Friday p.m. Time, 14 days.

An alternate routing was described as:

New York to Genoa, sea direct about twice a 
month, Time, 7 to 8 days. Genoa via Brindisi and 
Port Said to Bombay, weekly. Time, 13 to 14 
days.
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«»• Hoaorable Sir John Thompoon,
C.3.I, I.C.S.
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Figure 1 A registered cover postmarked New Haven, 
Connecticut, January 26, 1932. Unfortunately it bears 
no arrival marking to indicate transit time. (Courtesy of 
Jim Forte)

The minimum transit time from New York to Bombay 
was therefore 20-21 days, and that assumes perfect 
timing for the various connections.

Gradually, in the United States, economic rigors of the 
Great Depression began to give way to early war 
preparations and government spending to counteract 
what was seen as twin threats to world peace and 
stability. The Nazi government of Germany was in­
volved in more and more threatening behaviour against 
its neighbors in Europe while the Japanese had seized 
Korea and were preparing to invade China. By the 
end of the 1930s it is fair to say that India had begun 
to occupy a place of greater interest by American 
government and military planners as well as corpora­
tions involved to supplying materials to the anticipated 
war effort. We see this interest reflected in the grow­
ing amount of surviving air mail pieces between the 
US and India dating from 1936 onward. By 1942, of 
course, American Army Air Corps troops were being 
stationed in India.

Initial Accelerated Air Mail
Service
1927-1928
Imperial Airways (IA) assumed control of the Desert 
Air Mail service in January 1927 linking Cairo and 
Baghdad that had been launched by the Royal Air 
Force in June 1921. IA extended the eastern terminus 
to Basra. Imperial’s intention at the time was to fur­
ther extend the Cairo-Basra mail route through to 
Karachi using aircraft with greater range, but the plans 
were delayed when the Persian government refused 
permission for regular services to overfly and land in 
their territory. Two years of diplomatic negotiations 
finally resulted in an agreement that allowed the Brit­

ish landing rights at a limited number of Persian Gulf 
locations and an extension of airmail service to Karachi 
was inaugurated.

The United States Postal Bulletin 14290 dated Janu­
ary 24,1927, carried the first announcement that U. S. 
postal patrons could take advantage of the Cairo to 
Bagdad air service of Imperial Airways to accelerate 
mail to Karachi and northwestern India. The February 
Monthly Supplement to the United States Official 
Postal Guide announced further clarification of how 
American postal patrons could accelerate mail deliv­
ery to Karachi and Northwest India by using the Brit­
ish Cairo to Basra air service. Identified as Change 
No. 122 to the 1926 Guide it modified the information 
appearing under the item “Mesopotamia (Iraq)” in the 
Foreign Mails section as follows:

The Cairo, Egypt-Bagdad airmail service has 
been extended so as to reach Basra, Iraq, and a 
further extension to Karachi will be made later. 
The following facilities are made available:

The airmail leaving London every second 
Thursday will be due to reach Bagdad late in the 
afternoon of the following Thursday (7 days 
from London), and Basra on Friday morning (7/2 
days from London). At Basra this mail will be due 
to connect with the fast Saturday mail steamer 
due at Karachi on the second Thursday (14 days 
from London) and also with the service for 
various Persian Gulf ports leaving Basra on 
alternate Sundays. Thus, in the week of dispatch, 
the airmail will offer, in comparison with transmis­
sion by the desert motor route, or by sea route, a 
saving in time of transit of about 2 and 17 days, 
respectively, to Bagdad, about 3 and 13 days, 
respectively, to Basra, approximately 7 days to 
Bushire and other Persian Gulf posts, and about
2 days to Karachi and Northwest India.

The airmail rates have been increased from 6 to 7 
cents per ounce, in addition to the international 
rate of postage of 5 cents for the first ounce and
3 cents for each additional ounce.

Figure 2 shows a cover postmarked San Jose, Cali­
fornia March 19, 1927, addressed to George Tereiser, 
Karachi, India, and endorsed “VIA AIR MAIL / FROM 
Cairo, Egypt / TO Karachi, India.” Franked with 22 
cents US postage, the rates paid were:

100 domestic air mail 14 ounce rate from San Francisco to 
New York (this new trans-continental rate had gone 
into effect February 1,1927);

50 international surface mail from New York to United 
Kingdom and beyond; and

70 surcharge for air transport by Imperial Airways from 
Cairo to Basra.
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Figure 2 Postmarked San Jose, California, March 19, 1927, this cover was 
properly franked and endorsed for air carriage on the Cairo to Basrafh) 
service of Imperial Airways.

Backstamps provide us some details of the timing of 
the itinerary. A San Francisco transit marking dated 
March 19th indicates that the cover reached there the 
same date it was mailed and a New York receiving 
handstamp of March 22 shows that it took three days 
to be carried cross country by air mail. There are no 
UK or Cairo markings, but a Basrah date stamp of 
April 8th verifies that the cover arrived at this Iraqi 
city on the Persian Gulf on that date. There are a num­
ber of Karachi date stamps but the earliest appears to 
be 14 April suggesting that it took just under a month 
to reach India by plane and steamship. After Indian 
postal authorities were unable to locate the addressee— 
INCONN U / NOT KNOWN—the cover was sent 
on from Karachi to the Dead Letter Office in Bombay 
arriving May 28th and eventually returned to sender 
by steamer on or after May 26th. A pencil notation 
indicates that the cover arrived back in San Jose on 
June 25th.

An announcement in the May 10, 
1927, Postal Bulletin 14380 an­
ticipated the extension of the IA 
route to Karachi by stating that the 
airmail surcharge would be 15 cents 
per ounce, but no flights were ever 
made in 1927 or 1928 and there 
was no service at this rate.

The air surcharge for Cairo to 
Basra service listed as 7 cents in 
January 1927 may have in fact 
been an error by US postal authori­
ties in interpreting the offer by the 
British. When the Royal Air Force 
was flying the mail from Cairo to 
Baghdad, the air surcharge was ini­
tially established as one shilling per 
ounce. That amount was reduced 
to six pence per ounce in Decem­
ber 1921, and then three pence per 
ounce in November 1923. When 
Imperial Airways took over the 
route in 1927 the air surcharge was 
once again raised to six pence per 
ounce.

The prevailing exchange rate be­
tween pound sterling and the US 
dollar was two US cents for each
British penny. A seven cent sur­
charge would have been equivalent 
to 372 pence—rather close to the 
three pence rate in effect before 

the IA takeover in 1927—but well short of the six pence 
the British were required to pay. Interestingly, US 
Postal Bulletin 14561 of December 12, 1927, an­
nounced that the air surcharge for mail from the US 
was raised to 12 cents per ounce. US covers display­
ing the surcharge for Cairo-Basra air service addressed 
to India in the 1927-1929 period are believed to be 
scarce.

It was also possible to accelerate mail destined for 
India by paying an additional four cents per ounce for 
air service from London to Marseilles. This was a sum­
mer-only service. The resultant total air surcharge for 
both links would have been 16 cents per ounce.

A note on Indian currency and exchange rates ap­
pears in order. The basic unit of Indian currency was 
the pie. Twelve pies made up one anna, and 16 annas 
made one rupee. In the late 1920s one Indian anna 
was equivalent to nearly two British pence or over 
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three US cents. So the prevailing letter rate to UPU 
countries from India of three annas was equivalent to 
six British pence or ten US cents. The exchange rates 
between the anna and the US cent declined after the 
late 1920s. In 1930 one anna was equivalent to two 
US cents, and by 1935 one anna was worth only one 
and one-third US cents.

Air accelerated mail from India to the US in the 1927- 
1929 period required 3 annas for the Basra-Cairo ser­
vice and another 3 annas for the summer-only 
Marseilles to London service in addition to the normal 
surface rate of 3 annas to UPU countries. Since the 
time saved by using the Basra-Cairo service was esti­
mated to have been up to a week, one would expect 
that some patrons of the Indian postal system would 
have found that an attractive option. Time saved by 
the Marseilles to London air service was only about 
one day.

Figure 3 illustrates a cover addressed to a doctor in 
Denver postmarked Kashmiri Gate, Delhi on Febru­
ary 8th, 1927. A four-anna King George V definitive is 
tied on the front of the cover and a block of six of the 

‘/z-anna value are tied on the reverse by four impres­
sions of the same Kashmiri Gate postmark. The cover 
carries the endorsement “Air mail - Urgent / Basra - 
Cairo” written in the same hand as the address.

Franking required for a letter weighing up to 20 grams 
from India to the United States was three annas and 
the surcharge for air transport from Basra to Cairo 
was an additional three annas. This cover was there­
fore over-franked by one anna—probably a mere con­
venience overpayment by the sender. The six half- 
anna stamps added on the reverse may well have been 
an afterthought. Note the slight difference in ink that 
exists between the address and the endorsement with 
the “air mail - urgent / Basra-Cairo” being noticeably

Figure 3 Cover postmarked Kashmiri Gate, Delhi, February 8, 1927, to Denver and endorsed Air mail - Urgent 
Basra - Cairo with apparent one anna convenience over franking.
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Figure 4 Cover carried by Imperial Airways Basra-Cairo air service in 
April 1927 showing the boxed straight-line cachet applied at Karachi. 
This illustration appeared on page 118 of Edward B. Proud’s 
Intercontinental Airmail, Volume 2, Asia and Australasia. It is reproduced 
here with the kind permission of Mr. Proud.

lighter. Why the additional postage was six half anna 
stamps and not four to make the overall six anna frank­
ing is a mystery.

As Peter Wingent (1999) reports “most of the [air] 
mail from India until 8 September 1927’ was 
handstamped in Karachi with a boxed three-line mes­
sage reading “AIR MAIL SERVICE / Basra-Cairo / 
(KARACHI G. P.O.)” (figure 4). Such a cachet is 
missing on this cover, but that may have something to 
do with the fact that the letter was posted in Delhi 
rather than Karachi. The boxed three-line cachet was 
replaced on September 15, 1929, by a small double 
rim circle that read simply BY / AIR figure 5).

AIR MAIL SERVICE
BASRA-CAIRO.

(KARACHI G. P. O.)

Figure 5 Cachets were applied to most air mail origi­
nating in India during the early years. The circular 
cachet below replaced the upper rectangle on 
September 15, 1929, according to Peter Wingent (1999).

Air mail Srvice between 
London and Karachi
1929-1933

The initial flight on Imperial Airways’ 
London - Karachi service took place 
over a 7-day period starting March 30, 
1929. The route included a flight from 
London to Basle, Switzerland, followed 
by rail service to Genoa, Italy. Mail was 
then loaded onboard a Short Calcutta 
flying boat and carried south along the 
Italian peninsula and across the Medi­
terranean to Alexandria, Egypt.

The route from Alexandria to Karachi 
proceeded by way of a DH66 Hercules 
first to Gaza and then on across the 
desert to Baghdad and Basra. Stops in 
Persia were all along the Gulf coast be­
fore turning east at Jask and flying over 
the desolate Baluchistan coast to 
Karachi (map 2). The first mail carried 
on the route arrived at Karachi on April

6, 1929. Service was planned to be weekly. Numer-

Map 2 The original 1929 Imperial Airways route included 
rail serviuce between Basle, Switzerland, and Genoa, Italy, 
through the Alps.

ous changes were made to the route over ensuing 
years. In November 1929, for example, the Italian Gov­
ernment objected to British flights over Italy and so 
the London-Athens section was changed to Cologne, 
Vienna, Budapest, Belgrade, Skopje, and Salonica be­
fore Athens. Severe winter weather forced additional 
changes and often part of the route through Europe 
was carried by train

An airmail surcharge of six pence was added to the 
normal 114 pence surface rate for a half ounce letter 
mailed from Britain to India. American postal patrons 
were invited to send mail addressed to India via the 
London - Karachi air service in Postal Bulletin 15032
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sr S/S MAJESTIC 
via England

Par Avion 
By Air Mail

G. M. Malcolm

5 BROADWAY-CUNARD BL 

NEW YORK

AIRMAIL TO IlffllA

van Arsdale 
Waterloo Street 

Calcutta, India

Figure 6 This cover was postmarked in New York on May 14, 1930. Addressed to Calcutta, it was endorsed “per 
S/S Majestic and air mail from London to Karachi, India. Double the 12</: per half ounce air surcharge is paid by 
a pair of 12-cent Franklins.

dated June 29,1929. The surcharge rate was 12 cents 
for air service to Karachi. Forwarding beyond that point 
was by surface transport.

Figure 6 shows a cover postmarked Hudson Termi­
nal Station, New York on May 14,1930. Franked with 
a 2-cent Ohio River Canal commemorative, a 3-cent 
Washington and a pair of 12-cent Franklin, the 29 cents 
paid the following rates:

denominations of India’s first air post series depicting 
a De Havilland Hercules flying over a lake. The nine 
annas franking represents 6 annas air surcharge plus 
the international surface rate from India to the US of 
three annas. Note the double circle BY / AIR cachet 
that was applied in Karachi after the cover arrived 
there via surface transport from Bombay. The steam­
ship company logo appearing on the reverse suggests

50 international surface mail 
from New York to United 
Kingdom and beyond; and

120 double the surcharge for 
air transport by Imperial 
Airways from London to 
Karachi.

The air surcharge on mail from 
Karachi to London was set at 
6 annas in addition to the 2 
annas regular surface rate to 
the UK. The cover shown in 
figure 7 was postmarked in 
Bombay on February 15,1930. 
Addressed to New York, it was 
franked with 3 and 6 annas

Figure 7 Mailed February 15, 1930 in Bombay, this cover bears a 3-anna air to 
pay the UPU international rate to the USA and a 6-anna to pay the air mail 
surcharge from Karachi to London.
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Figure 8 A double air 
surcharge rate cover from 
Bombay to New Haven, 
Connecticut, dating from 
November 23, 1930. The 
15 annas postage would 
have been equivalent to 
about 30 US cents at that 
time.

that this cover was sent by a traveler. Bombay was 
the most popular point of entry for steamship travel to 
India.

Figure 8 illustrates a double air rate cover postmarked 
Bombay November 23, 1930. The air mail label has 
been given a bold red overstrike in London. It, too, 
was mailed in steamship company 
stationery; in this case, the Lloyd 
Triestino of Italy.

The cover shown in figure 9 was 
postmarked at an indecipherable 
location in southern India on De­
cember 6th, 1929. It received a 
Bombay transit backstamp the next 
day and was forwarded on to 
Karachi for air transport as per the 
endorsement. The weight of the 
cover and its content apparently 
exceeded one-half ounce, for the 
boxed two-line cachet reading “IN­
SUFFICIENTLY PAID / INDIA- 
LONDON AIR MAIL SER­

VICE” was applied over the stamps and it was appar­
ently carried on to its recipient in Portland, Oregon, by 
sea.

Imperial Airways extended its India service from 
Karachi to Delhi on December 21,1929, and Postal 
Bulletin 15315 dated June 5, 1930, announced that 
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the air surcharge on mail from the US to Karachi was 
reduced to 10 cents per half ounce and that mail could 
be carried by air from London to Delhi for an air sur­
charge of 14 cents per half ounce. This dual rated 
surcharge scheme lasted for a bit over a year when it 
was replaced on July 10,1931, with a single surcharge 
of 15 cents per half ounce for air service to either 
Karachi or Delhi.

According to air mail rates reported by Edward Proud, 
a two-tiered international rate structure was inaugu­
rated in India in February 1930.1 The surcharge rate 
for one-half ounce letters to be flown from Karachi to 
London remained six annas, but carriage from New 
Delhi to London was set at eight annas per half ounce.

Figure 10 depicts a cover postmarked CHIRALA on 
September 25, 1931. Chirala was and continues to be 
a major textile manufacturing hub on India’s southeast 
coast north of Madras (Chennai). The franking of 3 
annas plus 8 annas might appear confusing since a 
casual glance at a map suggests that the letter might 
have been routed through Karachi rather than Delhi 
and thereby take advantage of the lower prevailing air 
surcharge. It is only after one takes into account the 
physical and transportation geography of India that it 
becomes clear why this piece of mail was routed 
through Delhi and therefore required the 8-anna sur­

charge. Map 3 illustrates the railroad network of In­
dia as it existed about 1910. The overall pattern of rail 
lines exists to this day. Note that Karachi (labeled 1) is 
at the southern terminus of a line that follows closely 
the Indus River from Lahore. The latter city is con­
nected to Delhi and the cities of the Ganges and south­
ern India through an interlinking network. But Karachi 
is not otherwise connected to the greater rail net and 
the reason may be found reading the two words in the 
gap between the Indus rail line and the wider network: 
Great Desert. The Great Indian Desert, also known 
as the Thar Desert, straddles the boundary between 
modem day India and Pakistan all the way south to 
where it joins a vast marshy region known as the Rann 
of Kutch that reaches inland 150 miles or more from 
the Indian Ocean coast. Neither of these physical fea­
tures has lent themselves to settlement and have, in 
fact, presents a substantial obstacle to transportation 
development. From the point of view of expeditious 
surface mail transport, Delhi was and remains “closer” 
to almost everywhere in India than Karachi.

The cover illustrated in figure 11 presented U. S. postal 
authorities with a problem. Postmarked at a location 
in India that absolutely defies identification on January 
28, 1932, the cover was franked with nine annas and 
bears an air mail etiquette to Saint Louis. On Decem-

UDGA, Incorporated

UDGA MEDICINE CO.

DAKOTA BUILDING 
tX . S. ST. PAUL, MINN.

SUCCESSORS TO

Figure 10 The Indian railroad netwok dictated that the most expedient way to route this cover was through Delhi 
rather than Karachi.
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Map 3 The physical geography of western India played an important 
role in shaping the country s rail network and determining the most 
efficient surface mail routes.

ber 3, 1931, the international UPU surface rate from 
India to the US was increased from three to 3!6 annas. 
If the postal authority in New York made the most 
generous assumption about whether or not the letter 
was routed through Karachi as opposed to Delhi for 
air service, then the underpayment was just Vi anna— 

then equivalent to about one cent US. Ap­
parently that was the decision made, be­
cause the recipient was required to pay just 
two US cents (one cent short paid plus one 
cent penalty tax) to collect her letter.

Figure 12 shows a cover that carried a 
piece of commercial correspondence from 
a coir mat manufacturer in Alleppey, on 
India’s far southwest coast, to a company 
in San Francisco. Postmarked December 
11, 1932 and routed via Madras and then 
India / Paris / California, the cover bears a 
Paris I Gare du Nord-Avion forwarding 
mark of December 20th.

The first domestic airline in India—Tata Air 
Lines—was organized in 1932. A second— 
India National Airways (INA)—followed a 
year later. Both of these fledgling compa­
nies operated a limited number of routes until 
the late 1930s, but their advent apparently 
convinced Imperial to revise its air surcharge 
structure. Postal Bulletin 16048 dated 
November 23,1932, announced that hence­
forth the charge to US postal patrons would 

be 21 cents per half ounce for mail service from Lon­
don to “beyond Delhi.” This was revised on March 3, 
1933, to apply to mail from London to Karachi and 
“air within India.” The 21 cent surcharge for this ser­
vice was increased to 22 cents on October 17, 1933. 
Figure 13 illustrates a cover postmarked Hudson ter-

Figure 11 Rated just 2 cents postage due, postal authorities apparently made the most lenient assumption about the 
origin of this cover. The short payment would have been 3/> annas if it had been carried by air from Delhi.
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Messrs. Bert Frlpiberg & Co.,

718 Mission Street,

SAN FRANCISCO. California.
U.S.A.

t/i'cu /VX CCeZA-Xj

Figure 12 A 1932 commercial correspondence from a coir mat manufacturer in southern India to San Francisco 
carried by air from Karachi to Europe and routed through Paris with onward steamship travel to New York.

Figure 13 Postmarked New York, November 16, 1933, and endorsed “London to Delhi via air mail”, the cover is 
franked with 27 cents postage to pay (5<j international rate plus 22$ air sucharge). Total transit time for delivery was 
just under three weeks.
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BOMBAY

Figure 14 Postmarked Bombay on November 
6, 1933, franking reflects the new 3 /> anna 
UPU international rate to the US. The sender 
was apparently a guest at the landmark Taj 
Mahal Hotel.

franked with 9 A annas to 
pay the 3A-anna UPU sur­
face rate to the US and six 
annas air surcharge to Lon­
don.

On November 28, 1934, 
the United Kingdom intro­
duced a new system of flat 
rate air fees on Imperial 
Airways between London 
and colonies throughout 
Africa, Asia and Aus­
tralasia. The new flat rate 
for air service on a letter 
weighting up to one-half 
ounce to India was six 
pence, and for a similar let­
ter from India to London 
the fee was 7’A annas plus 
7 annas for each additional 
half ounce. It would appear 
that the new flat rate fees

minal Annex Station of New York dated November 16, 
1933, addressed to Delhi. It bears the 22 cent airmail 
surcharge plus five cents regular surface rate to India. 
A Delhi delivery marking dated December 5th indicates 
a transit time of just under three weeks.

had no effect on air mail 
carried from India to England for onward surface trans­
port to the United States. The applicable fees remained 
3!4 annas UPU surface plus 6 annas air surcharge, or 
9'A annas for a letter weighing one-half ounce or less. 

1933-1939

On July 7, 1933, the air surcharge applied to mail car­
ried from India was standardized regardless of whether 
or not it was carried by air within India. Air mail ser-
vice to London and all 
other European counties 
were set at 6 annas per half 
ounce in addition to the or­
dinary foreign surface mail 
fee. Three days later Im­
perial Airways extended its 
direct air service east to 
Calcutta.

Figure 14 depicts an air 
mail cover postmarked 
Bombay November 6, 
1933. Mailed in an illus­
trated envelope from the 
Taj Mahal Hotel—recently 
the site of a horrendous 
terrorist raid—the cover is

Sometime in 1934 or 1935 it became possible for Indian 
postal patrons to elect to pay an additional surcharge 
for air mail service beyond New York within the United 
States. The cover shown in figure 15 has a return ad­
dress of the hill station town of Almora. It bears 13'A

Figure 15 Endorsed “By Air Mail Delhi to London and N. Y. to destination, ” this 1936 
cover bears 13'A annas postage paying 3'/i annas UPU international rate, 6 annas air 
surcharge to UK and 4 annas air within the US.
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annas postage tied by an indistinct postmark dated Oc­
tober 1, 1936, and the endorsement beneath the air 
mail etiquette “Delhi to London / N.Y. to destination”. 
Since the fees required for UPU surface and air mail 
to London were 9!6 annas, the additional four annas 
were apparently intended to pay domestic air mail in 
the U.S. from New York to Illinois. At the time, four 
annas was equivalent to just over five US cents. The 
US domestic air mail rate was then six cents per ounce.

The entry of the KLM into the market for carrying 
mail and passenger from Europe to Asia brought the 
Dutch airlines into direct competition with Britain’s 
Imperial Airways. Throughout the 1930s—particularly 
during the first half of the decade—Dutch airlines 
fought hard with Imperial Airways to dominate the air 
routes into Asia. Since airmail service represented an 
important high value-low weight source of revenue for 
the fledgling airlines, we see this competition reflected 
in postal history artifacts of the day. The United States 
was not directly involved in the competition for the 
first half of the decade and was, in fact, an important 
consumer of the Dutch and British airmail services.

In order to attract postal patrons to use a particular 
airline there were basically three arguing points: reli­
ability, speed of delivery and cost. Given the challenges, 
the reliability of both Imperial Airways and KLM were 
roughly equivalent. Both airlines suffered interrupted 
and delayed flights due to weather, mechanical fail­
ures and human error. But to the best of my knowl­
edge, neither airline had a safety (reliability) record 
significantly worse than the other.

Speed of delivery was another matter entirely. In 1930 
Imperial Airways was able to provide air carriage of 
mail only as far east as Karachi. KLM’s service ex­
tended far beyond to Batavia on Java, and as it did 
their planes landed at Calcutta, Rangoon, Bangkok and 
Alor Star (near Penang). Imperial Airways did not 
extend air service to Singapore until December 1933, 
and during those crucial early years KLM was able to 
establish itself as the fastest service to mail a letter 
from Europe (or America) to Southeast Asia. Airmail 
service from China to Europe became available by 
way of the Air France route to Saigon opened in early 
1933, but the French did not compete with IA for mail 
service to and from India.

Table 1 summarizes delivery times in days from the 
European departure cities of London and Amsterdam 
and air surcharge fees as specified by US Post Office 
Department by airline for Karachi during the 1930s. If 
we track down the appropriate columns we can see

Table 1 Competition between Imperial Airways and 
KLM in terms of delivery time from Europe and air 
surcharges charged US postal patrons distinctly favored 
KLM.

how delivery times and the air surcharge fees changed 
during the decade. In 1930 and 1931 it took five days 
for a letter travelling on KLM to reach Karachi from 
Amsterdam and the surcharge on mail from the US 
was 18 cents. IA took nine days to reach Karachi in 
those years, but the air surcharge was 100 in 1930 
and 150 in 1931. In 1932 and 1933 KLM decreased 
its delivery time to just four days and the surcharge 
was reduced to 15 cents. IA reduced its travel time to 
seven days in 1932 and six days in 1933 and the air 
surcharge remained 15 cents.

By 1934 IA had reduced travel time to just five days, 
but KLM was down to a remarkable three days. Both 
airlines charged 15 cents to carry a one-half ounce
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Figure 16 Philadelphia to 
Calcutta in December 
1936 with the 27 cents 
postage paying 5# 
international rate, 15<£ air 
surcharge from Europe to 
Karachi, and 7<^ 
additional air surcharge 
Karachi to Calcutta.

letter. The trend continued throughout the remaining 
years with KLM remaining the significantly faster 
carrier.

How did KLM manage to outpace IA in mail delivery 
time to India, as well as other Asian cities? The an­
swer is quite simple; they chose to fly aircraft with 
superior range and speed. The consequence of Impe­
rial Airways’ decision to continue flying aircraft with 
inferior performance capabilities on their Eastern Route 
led directly to the eventual victory of KLM in the com­
petition to carry airmail from Europe to Asia. By 1936 
the US Post Office Department had ceased listing 
onward airmail service from London as an option to 
accelerate delivery to most Asian destinations in the 
Official Postal Guide.

Figure ? 6 illustrates a cover postmarked Philadelphia, 
December 2,1936. The cover is franked with 22 cents 
postage that paid

50 international surface mail from Philadelphia to 
Europe and beyond;

150 surcharge for air transport from Europe to 
Karachi; and

70 surcharge for additional air transport from Karachi 
to Calcutta.

A Calcutta receiving mark dated December 18th indi­
cates that the entire trip took just 16 days.

Imperial Airways certainly recognized its aircraft dis­
advantage when compared to the KLM fleet and acted 
to correct the problem. In September 1936 IA took 
delivery of Canopus, the first in a line of new Short 
Flying Boats. With greater range, speed and cargo 
capacity, the Flying Boats placed IA on equal footing 
with other European and American carriers. The fol­
lowing year Imperial Airways announced a three-phase 
plan called the Empire Air Mail Scheme. Certainly a 
radical departure for the times, the new scheme was 
to allow all first-class mail originating throughout the 
British Commonwealth to be flow via Imperial with­
out an air mail surcharge. India was brought into the 
Scheme—popularly called the All-Up program—on 
February 23, 1938. Figure 17 shows a cover post­
marked in India on May 10,1939, addressed to Cardiff, 
Wales. The 1st class surface franking of just 2 annas, 
6 pies was sufficient to pay for air mail transport to 
Great Britain.

Air mail addressed to countries that were not mem­
bers of the Commonwealth was not affected by the 
All-Up scheme even if the mail was routed through 
the UK for onward delivery as was the case for mail 
to the US. Evidence suggests that this must have cre-
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Figure 17 Under Britain s All-Up air scheme, all first 
class mail between Commonwealth counties was carried 
by air with no additional air surcharge,

ated some confusion for patrons of the Indian postal 
service for one finds an increase in the number of air 
mail covers addressed to the US that have been short 
paid and targeted for postage due. The cover shown in 
figure 18 is fairly typical. Franked with a total of nine 
annas postage and tied June 23, 1939, the cover is ad­
dressed to Philadelphia and endorsed “By Air Mail.” 
The proper rate for air service to London and steamer 
carriage to New York was 9’A annas, but the letter has 
been charged seven cents postage due which would 
appear to be far more than necessary to make up the ‘A 
anna short payment plus penalty. Perhaps it was as­
sumed that the letter was to travel by air from New 

York to its destination and the short payment failed to 
account for US domestic air charges.

Whatever the source of confusion over air surcharges, 
the situation was about to change dramatically and the 
next few years were to turn the entire subject of inter­
national air mail on its head.

World War II Mail Routes & Rates
1939-1941

Pan American Airways (PANAM) began regularly 
scheduled mail service over two trans-Atlantic routes 
early in 1939. On May 23rd the US POD announce 
that air mail letters weighing up to one-half ounce could 
be mailed by Atlantic FAM route 18 connecting with 
European carriers to India and within that country for 
fifty cents. Figure 19 shows a cover postmarked 
Youngstown, Ohio, November 22,1939. Addressed to 
Jamshedpur, India, and franked with postage totaling 
80 cents, the cover was endorsed VIA AIR MAIL 
“Via Atl, Clip.”

The July 1939 US Postal Guide listed three options 
for sending an air mail letter to India:

United States trans-Pacific service. From San 
Francisco, weekly. Time, 10 to 12 days. Postage rate, 
70 cents ‘A ounce.

Through trans-Atlantic twice weekly. Time, 5 to 8 
days. Total postage, 50 cents *A ounce.

From Europe only to India, 6 times weekly, Time, 3 to 
4 days. Fee, 20 cents ‘A ounce plus ordinary postage.

Figure 18 Franked with nine annas total postage, this 1939 cover to Philadelphia was 
apparently judged to be 3/> annas short paid and taxed seven US cents.

The 80 cents postage on 
this cover doesn’t conform 
to any of the listed rates, 
nor does it match a double 
rate. My original thought 
was that this item was 
probably carried on the 
trans-Pacific Clipper and 
simply over paid by ten 
cents, but upon re-exami­
nation I have become con­
vinced that it really trav­
elled via Atlantic Clipper as 
indicated in the endorse­
ment. The clue is in the 
Indian markings.

Jamshedpur is an urban 
center about 200 kilome­
ters west of Calcutta (now 
Kolkata). The cover bears
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Figure 19 Evidence from arrival postmarks and a censor mark suggests that this cover traveled via Atlantic Clipper 
and onward via European airline to Karachi. The franking of eighty cents represents either a 30 cent overpayment 
for a ‘A-ounce rate or a 20-cent shortpay for a double rate, but the rate could have been misinterpreted as being twice 
the 30-cent trans-Atlantic Clipper plus 20 cents onward from Europe.

a Calcutta backstamp dated October 6th and a 
Jamshedpur receiving dater of October 7th suggesting 
that it was carried by air to Calcutta and then onward 
by truck or train to Jamshedpur. This would certainly 
have been consistent with PANAM Clipper service to 
Singapore and BOAC onward to Calcutta. But, there 
is a triangular PASSED CENSOR / KARACHI mark­
ing on the front of the cover that could only have been 
applied in Karachi. This means that the cover must 
have entered India by way of Karachi—over 2,000 
miles west of Calcutta, and therefore must have been 
carried by a European airline.

On September 3,1939, Great Britain went to war with 
Germany. The Empire Air Mail Scheme was concluded 
the same. Imperial Airways—soon to be British Over­
seas Airways (BOAC) after its merger with British 
Airways on November 24—determined that military 
requirements for air cargo space far outweighed the 
need for inexpensive air mail service.

On September 4th the air mail surcharge on first class 
letters up to one ounce addressed to the US was tripled 
to 1 rupee, 2 annas but this new rate included air ser­
vice via Imperial to Athens, air transport by European 
carrier to Lisbon, and then PANAM FAM-18 service
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the Bank of America National Trust & Savings Association,

485 California Street,

SAN gHANCISCO.
California

 (U.S.A).

Figure 20 This inter-bank cover was franked at the 1 rupee, 2 anns per half-ounce 
air surcharge rate that came into effect as Britain entered the war. It paid for air 
carriage from India to Lisbon plus PANAM Clipper service to New York.

war and forced its termination. 
The last through westbound 
flight departed Calcutta June 
5th and arrived in England on 
June 9th.

BOAC had anticipated that 
their flights through the Medi­
terranean could be curtailed by 
Italy’s entry into the war, and 
immediately began to imple­
ment plans to patch together a 
new route that would maintain 
air accelerated communica­
tions between the UK and its 
Asia colonies. The result was 
known as the Horseshoe 
Route and it was cobbled to­
gether from the African opera­
tions linking Durban with Cairo 
and the unaffected portion of 
the Australia route from Cairo 
through India to Sydney. Un­
fortunately, the link between 
London and Durban was lim-

to New York. Figure 20 illustrates a Bombay bank 
cover postmarked October 19, 1939, franked at the 
new rate. Note the declaration of contents and the 
civil censor tape along the top edge. Postal censorship 
was initiated on international mails entering or leaving 
India on August 26, 1939. The BOAC service oper­
ated only until June 10, 1940, when Italy entered the 

ited to steamer transport.

Service on the Horseshoe Route was inaugurated June 
19th with flights leaving Durban and Sydney on the 
same day. Although the route was of necessity short­
ened to Durban-Calcutta in early 1942 after Japan’s 
entry into the war, it continued to operate throughout 
the war.

grand central
annex

Figure 21 This 1 rupee, 5 annas air 
surcharge paidBOAC to Durban and 
steamer service onward to New York. It 
remained in effect throughout the war.
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Figure 22 PANAM trans­
pacific air mail service was 
a popular option for 
American postal patrons 
despite the fact is was more 
expensive and about the 
same delivery time as 
routes by way of Europe.

sH iSm!

BOAC offered air accelerated service to England for 
Indian postal patrons on the Horseshoe Route begin­
ning in September 1939 with carriage by air to Durban 
and onward by steamer. This same service was avail­
able for mail addressed to the US at a rate of 1 rupee, 
9!4 annas for the first half 
ounce {figure 21). This re­
mained the least expensive 
way to mail an air accelerated 
letter from India to the US 
throughout the war years. In­
terestingly, the US POD did not 
list this routing in the Postal 
Guide as beginning available 
for Americans to achieve air 
accelerated delivery to India.

The US Postal Bulletin of 
March 10,1937 announced that 
a new air mail service to India 
was to become available on 
April 21, 1937. The service, 
which incorporated PANAM 
flights from San Francisco to 
Hong Kong and Singapore with 
onward BOAC air transport to 
Calcutta and within India, was 
to cost 70 cents per half ounce. 
This was, of course, the same 
service referred to in the quote 

listed earlier from the 1939 
Postal Guide. It was a 
very popular option among 
Americans wishing to send 
air mail to the subcontinent 
despite the relatively high 
cost and roughly equivalent 
delivery time with mail sent 
by way of Europe. Figure 
22 illustrates a cover post­
marked New York on No­
vember 14, 1940. Franked 
at the 70-cent rate, it bears 
a Calcutta backstamp 
dated December 12,1940.

Indian postal patrons were 
advised that they could 
take advantage of the 
trans-Pacific service in 
June 1940 after the curtail­
ment of the BOAC ser­
vice direct to London. The 
trans-Pacific service was 

to involve BOAC flights to Hong Kong linking there 
with PANAM service onward to San Francisco {map 
4). The total rate for the first half ounce was 2 rupees, 
11!6 annas (3!A annas + 2Re, 8 as air surcharge) for 
mail addressed to the United States {figure 23). In-

Map 4 Trans-Pacific air mail service became an attractive option after Italy's 
entry into the war cut off direct BOAC flights to Britain in June 1940. Changing 
political realities required several route and rate changes in 1940 and 1941.
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(IMCORPORATFO IK TH* STATE Of DELAWARE. U.S. 
(TH* UABIUTT OF HIMBERS BKIHS LUUTCM 

MARSHALL BUILDING 
BALLARD ROAD

, ' BOMBAY.

BY AIR MAIL
PAR AVION

Figure 23 Bombay 
to Los Angeles in 
1940 at the 2 rupees,
IIV2 annas rate to be 
carried BO AC to 
Hong Kong and PAA 
on to USA. Note 
Hong Kong triangu­
lar censor and 
transit backstamp.

nected with the 
earlier Chungking- 
Hong Kong ser­
vice launched in 
December 1937. 
From October 25, 
1940, the only con­
nection between 
Hong Kong and 
Imperial’s Eastern 
Route was via this 
service.

Indian postal au­
thorities an­
nounced in Octo­
ber 1940 that 
henceforth the 
trans-Pacific air 
mail service would 
proceed eastward 
by BOAC to 
Rangoon, thence 
by CNAC to 
Chungking and 
onward to Hong

Kong before linking with PANAM’s trans-Pacific 
flights. The air surcharge was initially unchanged from 
the previous 2Re, 8as, but in April 1941 it was increased 
to 3Re, 7as for a letter weighing one-half ounce on

dian patrons were also advised that this service could 
be used to send air mail to the United Kingdom with 
transport as described above plus air service across 
the United States, trans-Atlantic service from New
York on PANAM FAM-18 to 
Lisbon and then BOAC or KLM 
to London. The total charge for this 
service was 2Re, 10!6 as—one 
anna less than service to the US 
due to the cheaper international 
surface rate to the UK.

Once again, however, geopolitical 
realities intervened to disrupt the air 
service as France fell to German 
control. BOAC service from 
Bangkok to Hong Kong continued 
for several months, but by late 1940 
there were political problems fly­
ing over French Indo-China. The 
Bangkok-Hong Kong route was 
closed with the last flight from 
Bangkok being on 14 October. A 
China National Aviation Corpora­
tion (CNAC) service had begun 
regular flights in October 1939 from 
Rangoon to Chungking. It con-

103 South Cleveland Avenue

AIR MAIL
\R AVION

Wilmington, Delaware 
I

U.S.A.

MIL VTA CHUNGKING

Figure 24 After the Bangkok to Hong Kong BOAC link was closed in late 
1940, CNAC began flying Indian air mail from Rangoon over the hump to 
Chungking for onward transit to Hong Kong and the USA.
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less to the United States. In mid-July this 
was reduced to 2Re, 12as and it remained 
at that level until December 8,1941, when 
the PANAM service was terminated.

Figure 24 illustrates an air mail cover post­
marked Bombay on September 11, 1941, 
with a total postage of 5 rupees, 11 !4 annas. 
Addressed to Wilmington, Delaware, the 
cover is endorsed “AIR MAIL VIA 
CHUNGKING”. The postage pays twice 
the air surcharge of 2Re, lOas plus the 314- 
anna UPU international surface rate to the 
US.

At the same time that the air surcharge was 
lowered on the via Chungking route, a new 
route option came into effect whereby In-

Figure 26 Japan s occupation of Hong Kong on December 8, 1941, 
brought an end to Pacific air service between India and the US. This 
March 1942 air cover travelled via Miami to Lagos via PAN AM and 
onward via BO AC to India from Africa.

dian mails could be carried by BOAC to Singapore, by 
QANTAS onward to Sydney, TEAL across the 
Tasman to Auckland and then onward to San Fran­
cisco by the new PANAM service. The surcharge for 
air service on this route was the same as the revised 
surcharge via Chungking: 2Re, 12as (figure 25).

Japan’s December 8th 1941 invasion brought an im­
mediate end to all trans-Pacific civilian air mail ser­
vices. PANAM began regularly scheduled service on 
its Miami-Lagos route on December 2,1941, and that 
became the primary conduit for air mail communica­
tions between the US and India. The all-inclusive rate 
from the United States to India was maintained at 70 
cents per half ounce (figure 26). The air surcharge

on a letter from India to the US was 2 rupees, 8 annas, 
and the international surface rate remained 3‘A annas
(figure 27).

Figure 27 This 1944 air cover was routed through 
Lagos, Nigeria, and on to the US via PAN AM.

Figure 25 The option to send air mail from India to the US via Australia and New 
Zealand became available in July 1941. The rate was 2 rupees, 12 annas per half 
ounce plus the 3‘/i annas international rate.

Summary
The 18 years from 1927 to 
1945 saw numerous changes 
in routes and air surcharge 
rates as transport technology 
and political upheaval redefined 
India’s place in the world. It is 
not particularly difficult or ex­
pensive to procure examples of 
air mail between the United 
States and India from this era, 
but the very nature the chang­
ing rate and route structure 
presents at challenge to build­
ing a collection that tells the 
whole story.
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Wawrukiewicz and Beecher-(1996) contains very de­
tailed air route and rate tables summarizing mail from 
the US to India for the 1927 to 1946 period so there is 
no necessity to republish that information here.2 The 

comparable set of tables summarizing air routes and 
rates from India to the United States have not previ­
ously been published, and this information is presented 
in tables 2 and 3 below.

Table 2

Route Terms Unit Jan 
1927

Mar 
1929

Feb 
1930

Jul 7
1933

1934 
or

1935

Sep 4 
1939

Jun 5 
1940

a. From Basra to Cairo S per '/2 oz. 3 as
b. From Basra to Cairo & 
Marseille to London

S per % oz. 6 as

c. From Karachi to London s per '/2 oz. 6 as <>
d. From Delhi to London s per % oz. 8 as
e. From anywhere in India to 
London

s per 'A oz. 6 as <>

f. From India to London ship 
to US & air within the US

s per % oz. 10 as

g. From India to Lisbon and 
PANAM FAM-18 to NYC

s per 'A oz. 1Re, 2as

h. Italy’s war declaration 
ends direct BOAC service to 
London

i. BOAC from India to Dur­
ban, ship to New York

s per 'A oz. 1 Re, 6as

International surface UPU letter rate to US was 3 annas until Dec 3,1931, and 3'/2 annas thereafter for 1st 20 grams.

Table 3

Route Terms Unit Jun 5
1940 Jul 1940 Oct 16 

1940
Apr 
1941 Jul 1941 Dec 8

1941
Mar 
1942 1945

i. BOAC from India to Dur­
ban, ship to New York

s per 'A oz. 1Re, 6as ■=> «^> cp

j. BOAC to Hong Kong, 
PANAM to USA

s per 'A oz. 2Re, 8as

k. BOAC to Rangoon, CNAC 
to Chungking and Hong 
Kong, PANAM to USA

s per 'A oz. 2Re, 8as 3Re, 7as 2Re, 12as

I. BOAC to Singapore, 
QANTAS to Sydney, TEAL to 
Auckland, PANAM to USA

s per 'A vi. 2Re, 12as

m. Japan’s Invasion ends all 
trans-Pacific civil air service

s per 'A oz.

n. BOAC to Lagos, Nigeria & 
PANAM to Miami

s per 'A oz. 2Re, 8as

International surface UPU letter rate to US was 3% annas for 1st 20 grams and 2as for each additional 20 grams

Endnotes: Proud, Edward ., Intercontinental Airmails, Vol. 2, Asia
r> j ej rm andAustralsia, Heathfield, Wast Sussex, UK: ProudProud, Edward B. (2009), pp. 630-631 ’ „„„„' Publications, Ltd., 2009
Wawrukiewicz and Beecher (1996), pp. 151-152. < • • . c „ ,,, rrc' '*Wawrukiewicz, Anthony S. and Beecher, Henry W., U.S.

International Postal Rates, 1872-1996, Portland, OR: 
References Cama Publishing Co., 1996
Boyle, Thomas H., Jr. Airmail operations During World Wingent, Peter, Aircraft Movements on Imperial Airways ’ 

War II, Mineola,NY: American Air Mail Society, 1998. Eastern Route, Vol 1, 1927-1937, Winchestwer, UK: 
By Author, 1999.



November 2009 29

The Postmasters General of the United States
XLIV. Frank H. Hitchcock, 1909-1913 

by Daniel Y. Meschter

Few Postmasters General were better prepared at the 
time of their appointment to accept the responsibilities 
of the position and the vision to grasp what the future 
might hold for the processing and transportation of the 
mails than Frank Harris Hitchcock.

Frank Harris Hitchcock was bom on October 5, 1867 
at Amherst, Ohio on the shore of Lake 
Erie, the son of a Congregational minis­
ter. He received his primary and second­
ary education in public schools, but the 
sources are inconsistent as to whether it 
was in Amherst or Boston where his fam­
ily had deep roots, so that we have very 
little insight into his formative years be­
fore he entered Harvard College in 
1887*. The “Young Republican Move­
ment” and boxing took up most of his 
free time during his undergraduate years 
at both of which he was an active, ac­
complished participant. Both also proved 
useful following his entry into the rough and tumble 
scene of Boston’s precinct politics and recognition as 
a precinct committeeman. A classmate was quoted in 
later years as saying he learned the art of persuasion 
of the leading spirits in a caucus and the use of more 
drastic measures if necessary. As a result of his taste 
for these activities he settled on politics and the man­
agement of the business of government as his career 
objective.

Hitchcock finished his studies in Boston with a year in 
law. He then moved to Washington D.C. where he 
entered government service beginning briefly as a clerk 
in the Treasury Department and then as a biologist in 
the Department of Agriculture. A year later he was 
transferred to the statistics division. Meanwhile, he 
completed his law studies at Columbian College, now 
George Washington University, receiving the bachelor 
of law degree in 1894 and master of law degree in 
1895. He was on his way when he was promoted to 
chief of the foreign markets division in 1897 and fi­
nally appointed chief clerk of the newly established 
Department of Commerce and Labor in February 1903 
by President Roosevelt’s choice for the first Secre­
tary of the new department, George B. Cortelyou.

Frank Hitchcock

It no doubt was through Cortelyou’s influence that 
Hitchcock resigned his position in Commerce to ac­
cept appointment as Assistant Secretary of the Re­
publican National Committee with supervision over the 
important eastern headquarters in New York City. He 
thus added high standing in the Republican hierarchy 
to his escalating rank in the bureaucracy. It also 
brought him into direct personal contact with the Presi­
dent. Roosevelt took advantage of the opportunity to 

name Hitchcock to several important 
commissions dealing with government 
organization and modernization. When 
Roosevelt appointed George Cortelyou 
Postmaster General on March 5, 1905, 
Cortelyou took Hitchcock with him as 
his First Assistant. This assignment lasted 
until 1908. His reputation for efficiency 
in the discharge of his official duties dur­
ing this time was of the highest. He left 
the Post Office Department in early 1908 
when Roosevelt named him manager of 
Taft’s presidential campaign and then 
Chairman of the Republican National 

Committee after Taft’s nomination in June.

Taft had little choice under the circumstances but to 
appoint Hitchcock to a cabinet seat. Nothing less than 
Postmaster General would do. After all, Hitchcock was 
the man who put him in the White House and who 
came with experience in four departments, including 
three years as First Assistant Postmaster General and 
high standing in the Party. Moreover, he had the es­
teem of the outgoing President, which was not to be 
ignored. He obviously was a man who could accom­
plish things no one else had been able to do.

Hitchcock was in office only a couple of months be­
fore he was faced with the same problem that had 
bedeviled Postmasters General for years — chronic 
deficits. On June 30th he inherited what the New York 
Times correspondent called the largest annual deficit 
in Post Office Department history - $17,479,7702. 
Hitchcock quite correctly ascribed this deficit to that 
old bug-a-boo, second class mail in which he reported 
the Post Office Department lost eight cents per pound 
processing and transporting newspapers and espe­
cially—usually heavier—magazines and to the rural 
delivery service which exploded in its first ten years 
beyond the most generous estimates of its proponents. 
It was, of course, a service offered to it’s rural pa­
trons without charge. Incredibly, Hitchcock succeeded 
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in not only eliminating this deficit in two years, but in 
showing a profit of $219,000 through, it was said, by 
reorganizing the Department and by good business 
practice and management.3

He was always ever after recognized as an excep­
tional administrator, not counting his three outstanding 
accomplishments - installing the postal savings sys­
tem first proposed by Postmaster General John 
Creswell in 1872 and strongly supported by Postmas­
ter General John Wanamaker (1889-1893), establish­
ing domestic parcel post, and, most of all, starting the 
airmail service. Parcel post also was proposed by Post­
master General John Wanamaker, although his ideas 
with respect to both the savings bank and parcel post 
were roundly criticized as ploys in support of his retail 
mail order business. Airmail service was Hitchcock’s 
own idea, borrowed from the British.

Postal Savings Bank

The major criticism of the proposed postal savings bank 
was that it had no relationship to the collection, pro­
cessing, or transportation of mail. It was opposed by 
the established banks that feared, without cause as it 
turned out, that the postal bank could develop into a 
government owned bank to their disadvantage. It did 
have the enormous advantage of reaching almost ev­
ery household in the nation no matter how remote 
through branch post offices and carriers in the cities 
and the rural delivery service in the country. The per­
sonal contact between mailmen and individual citizens 
implied in the postal savings bank system was a means 
of communication the government eagerly developed 
in the following years as a service to the public.

Hitchcock’s personal enthusiasm for the establishment 
of the postal savings bank is not entirely clear, although 
he supported the Department’s recommendations. 
Congress enacted it as a service to the people. The 
moving force in the government, however, was the 
Treasury which advocated the Postal Savings Bank 
as a way to return to circulation the $850 million in 
specie and currency it estimated was “squirreled” 
away in a multitude of hiding places beginning with 
the ubiquitous cookie jar by especially rural residents 
who had limited access to banks in any case and had 
small trust in them if they did. The idea of a savings 
bank secured by the credit of the United States, man­
aged by their familiar mailman, and paying interest was 
irresistible.

After almost twenty years of debate, Congress finally 
passed a bill establishing the Postal Savings Bank on 
June 25, 1910, effective January 1, 19114. It autho­

rized post office clerks and carriers to accept deposits 
in a minimum of one dollar in cash or ten- cent postal 
savings stamps sold separately. They then issued a 
certificate of deposit or receipt for the amount of the 
deposit. Accounts were limited to a maximum of $500 
plus interest.

Post Offices would then deposit accumulated receipts 
in bank accounts on which the Post Office Depart­
ment credited depositors’ accounts with two percent 
interest. It was both convenient and safe and earned 
the confidence of its depositors. Best of all, it was an 
outstanding success. It significantly increased the capi­
tal resources of the nation and did much to finance 
World War I. From a slow start, total deposits reached 
$150 million by 1929, slumped by about 20% during 
the 1930s, and peaked at almost $3.5 billion in 19475. 
Due to important changes in the American banking 
system, incentives to deposit in the Postal Savings Bank 
diminished and withdrawals far exceeded deposits in 
the following years until the Post Office accepted the 
last deposits on April 27, 1966 and money on hand 
was gradually dispersed.

Parcel Post Service

While the founding of the postal savings bank was 
advocated chiefly by the Treasury to increase the 
money in circulation to stimulate growth of the na­
tional economy without inflating the dollar, the estab­
lishment of the parcel post service was in response to 
a long-standing public demand. For more than a hun­
dred years the express companies enjoyed a monopoly 
on carrying parcels and succeeded in preventing Con­
gress from authorizing the Post Office to carry par­
cels heavier than what the long time postage rates al­
lowed - that was three pounds (1799-1879), later four 
pounds (1879-1913). But at last it was the patrons of 
the rural delivery system who saw the convenience 
and economy in having their mail carrier deliver gro­
ceries, ranch and farm supplies, clothing, and other 
merchandise, to their mail boxes.

Frank Hitchcock was instrumental in pushing the Act 
of August 24,1912 through Congress that first, among 
other things, revised second class postage rates to a 
level he hoped would erase the Department’s chronic 
deficits and, second, established the domestic parcel 
post service beginning with a weight limit of eleven 
pounds at a minimum of five cents per pound for local 
delivery. The Act took effect on January 1,19136. John 
Wanamaker, who first proposed it, was given the honor 
of mailing the first parcel from the Philadelphia Post 
Office.
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With rapidly increasing weight limits and low rates of 
postage, the Parcel Post Service was an immediate 
sensation the public eagerly took advantage of. An 
important innovation still in effect was the creation of 
parcel post zones by distance so that postage rates 
would reflect both the weight and distance carried.

A provision of special interest to collectors was the 
issuance of special stamps to be used on parcels. 
Hitchcock directed the preparation of a set of 12 de­
nominations from one cent to one dollar printed in red 
depicting the methods of transportation and handling 
of the mails. Accompanying them was a set of five 
“Parcel Post Postage Due” stamps from one to 
twenty-five cents printed in green. However, by a 
General Order in June 1913, the Postmaster General 
(Burleson) discontinued the printing of parcel post and 
parcel post postage due stamps and authorized the use 
of ordinary postage stamps on parcels effective July 
1,1913. Thus, the use of these stamps was effectively 
limited to the first six months of 1913, although they 
were still valid to pay ordinary postage.

The Birth of the Airmail Service

There is a saying that once somebody has done some­
thing seemingly impossible for the first time, such as 
running the four-minute mile, everybody can do it. Such 
was the case with the Wright Brothers achievement 
of powered or heavier-than-air-flight on December 17, 
1903. Armed with this proof of their aeronautical prin­
ciples, within six years inventors and engineers like 
Oscar Chanute, Glen Curtis, and Samuel Langley, 
among others, redesigned the Wright’s basic box kite 
configuration and built single wing aircraft with long 
fuselages ending in a tail assembly consisting of a rud­
der and elevator flaps balancing the the engine in the 
nose. The rudder and flaps were controlled from the 
cockpit by wires connected to the ‘stick’ and foot ped­
als. Most important were more powerful engines for 
their weight. For his part, Glen Curtis seemed to favor 
biplanes with two wings reminiscent of the Wrights’ 
“Flyer”. Louis Bleriot was especially noted for the 
“state of the art” airplanes he built in his factory out­
side of Paris and the flight school he opened at Pau to 
train pilots to fly them, possibly the first of its kind in 
an age when many pilots learned to fly by trial-and- 
error, too frequently with disastrous results.

The public was ecstatic about these developments 
opening what would soon become the Century of 
Progress. Still, neither the public nor industry was pre­
pared to consider the aeroplane as anything more than 
a novelty and a source of entertainment beginning in 

the U.S. with an air show at Dominguez Field just south 
of Los Angeles in January 1910, modeled after an air 
meet held in France the previous August. Only the 
Army was beginning to grasp the strategic value of 
airborne surveillance of ground operations. It organized 
the Aeronautical Division of the U.S. Signal Corps in 
August 1907 and allowed officers to take flight train­
ing.

Two more major air shows were held in the United 
States in 1910. One was the First Annual Harvard- 
Boston Airmeet in September at Squantum on a spit 
into Boston Harbor from North Quincy. It offered 
$90,000 in prizes and appearance fees of which Claude 
Grahame-White won $22,000. The last was the 
Belmont International Aviation Tournament at Belmont 
Park on Long Island. Grahame-White again was a 
major winner.

Numerous air shows sponsored by communities and 
the few aviation-related businesses were held across 
the country in 1911. Those at New York and Boston 
attracted crowds approaching 100,000 to see the lat­
est machines and the dare-devils, so they thought, who 
flew them. Among the main attractions were compe­
titions for speed, distance, and time in the air with 
worthwhile monetary prizes.

A number of speed, distance, and altitude records set 
at these events did much to demonstrate the practical­
ity of the airplane; but Postmaster General Hitchcock 
was one of the few who visualized the potential of the 
airplane in commerce, that is, carrying the mail faster 
than by any method then in use. It was too soon, of 
course, to think of airplanes crossing the oceans; but 
that would come in due time.

It was one thing to conceive of using the airplane to 
transport packages and mail, it was quite another to 
do it; but once the idea took hold there was no short­
age of pilots and flying machines to demonstrate its 
practicality. The earliest report found of carrying mail 
and parcels by air was by the famous British aviator, 
Claude Graham-White (1879-1959) in England in the 
summer of 1910 before he left for the United States to 
compete in airplane competitions in which he was 
eminently successful. It was said he earned more than 
$200,000.

In November of that year the Wright Brothers hired 
Phil Parmalee to fly a quantity of silk cloth from Day­
ton to Columbus, Ohio, thus initiating the air delivery 
industry. On February 17, 1911, Fred Wiseman of 
Petaluma, California flew a bundle of newspapers and, 
unofficially, three letters to Santa Rosa, taking two days



32 Whole Number 239

for the eighteen-mile flight due to a crash en route. He 
may have been the first American to carry mail by air 
under any circumstances. The next day, on February 
18th, in India, a French pilot, Henri Pequet, delivered 
6,500 cards and letters without landing five miles be­
fore returning to his takeoff point in 13 minutes in what 
is considered the world’s first official airmail flight.

Frank Hitchcock, hoping to beat the British govern­
ment sponsoring an official airmail flight, was disap­
pointed when Gustav Hamel few 24 pounds of mail 20 
miles from London to Windsor Castle on September 9, 
1911.

The managers of the Nassau Aviation Meet—sched­
uled for Saturday, September 23rd to, September 30, 
1911 on Nassau Boulevard outside Garden City, Long 
Island—were ahead of him. The New York Times on 
September 1 st reported that the managers of the Meet 
were negotiating with a French flyer, Pierre Vedrines, 
“winner of the flight from Paris to Madrid,” to have 
him give a series of demonstrations with an aeroplane 
tending to prove its practical use for the rapid trans­
portation of mail matter.” However, nothing more was 
heard of any arrangements for Vedrine’s appearance. 

Hitchcock took this opportunity to sponsor daily U.S. 
Post Office test flights at the Nassau Meet. On the 
15th Hitchcock ordered daily airmail service between 
Nassau Boulevard and what turned out to be Mineola 
and instructed New York City Postmaster Edward 
Morgan to establish a special temporary field post of­
fice during the Nassau Meet to sell stamps and re­
ceive letters and cards to be carried on these experi­
mental flights7.

Figure 2 Postmaster General Hitchcock 
hands mail sack to pilot Earle Ovington in 
cockpit of “Dragonfly, ” September 23, 1911.

It was said that at the beginning Hitchcock asked if 
the first flight could be put off a day as it was inconve­
nient for him to arrive on Saturday. This was not the 
only time he had to change his mind. He arrived at 
Nassau Boulevard on the 23rd where he ran into an­

other problem. In meeting with the two British flyers 
he appointed to pilot the demonstration flights, they 
declined the assignment when he informed them they 
would not be paid.

Hitchcock was in a quandary. He had hoped the first 
airmail flight would help open the Meet, but without 
the British flyers this seemed impossible until, hearing 
of his problem, a tall, thin, youthful-looking man of 31 
wearing a French-style flying helmet, Earle Ovington, 
volunteered to make the flight as Hitchcock planned 
without pay. Hitchcock was disappointed again when 
he saw that the plane Ovington brought to the Meet 
was a Bleriot “Queen,” a single-seat monoplane he 
called “Dragonfly” with a bold number “13” painted 
on its rudder. Hitchcock originally planned to accom­
pany the flight carrying the mail bag himself in a sec­
ond seat. His choices now were either to allow 
Ovington to make the inaugural flight alone or to put 
the flight off until the next day in the hope of finding a 
pilot with a two-seater.

Hitchcock swallowed his pride. He swore Ovington in 
as the first official airmail pilot in the Post Office De­
partment and handed him the mail bag containing 640 
letters and 1,280 post cards posted at the special post 
office. With the mail bag patted down on his lap, he 
took off late in the afternoon on a nonstop round trip 
six miles to Mineola and six miles back. Locating the 
field where the Mineola postmaster waited for him, he 
banked over the field, kicked the mail bag out, and 
headed back to Nassau Boulevard. Unfortunately, the 
bag burst on impact, but the postmaster and several 
spectators gathered it up to be forwarded to their ad­
dresses by regular mail. During the week, Ovington 
made daily round trips carrying the mail to Mineola8.

Hitchcock realized his ambition to personally carry mail 
by air the following Tuesday. It was announced a few 
minutes before five o’clock that Ovington was ready 
to leave on his daily flight. As it happened the load 
was fifteen pounds heavier than Ovington was willing 
to carry. It all may have been by some prearrange­
ment because when Hitchcock volunteered to take the 
excess fifteen pounds on a separate flight, Mrs. Timo­
thy Woodruff, apparently the clerk-in-charge of the 
field post office, appeared with a hundred postal cards 
she had held back for just such an eventuality. At this 
point U.S. Army Captain Beck brought out his two- 
seat Curtis biplane, loaded Hitchcock and the excess 
mail in the passenger’s seat and followed Ovington 
around the twelve-mile circuit, making Hitchcock the 
first Postmaster General to personally deliver mail by 
air.
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Figure 3 Postal stationery entire carried on the September 23, 1911, 
flight by the “Dragonfly. ”

Before taking off, he joked with U.S. Attorney Gen­
eral George W. Wickersham of New York that there 
was no second-class mail on this aeroplane because it 
cost too much to carry it this way, a snide remark about 
what he thought was the excessive cost of transport­
ing second-class mail

The Post Office Department did not officially autho­
rize intercity airmail service until seven years later in 
1918. By that time airplanes had become capable of 
the range (distance), ceiling (altitude), and load factor 
(weight of pilot and cargo) needed to make transcon­
tinental transportation of airmail feasible. These de­
velopments were largely the result of the use of avia­
tion during World War I. Of course, by that time the 
Airmail Service was under the direction of a new Post­
master General.

Afterward

Frank Hitchcock’s term of office as Postmaster Gen­
eral ended on March 4, 1913, the day President Taft 
left office, and since Woodrow Wilson, a Democrat 
was elected President in the 1912 election, Hitchcock 
had no reasonable expectation of an appointment to a 
position in the new government, no matter how highly 
qualified he might have been. It was the first time the 
Democrats controlled the government in sixteen years 
and there was a multitude of Democratic loyalists hun­
gry for government jobs.

Fortunately, Hitchcock had traveled extensively to all 
comers of the United States during his twenty years 
in government service and had many influential friends 
in both industry and government. At only 45, he was 
far too young to think of retiring, as if he ever would. 
After considering his assets, he moved to New York 
City where he drew upon his legal training to open a 
law practice. Nevertheless, he remained active in 

Republican Party affairs. He supported 
Charles Evans Hughes for President in 
1916 and General Leonard Wood in 
1920.

While still in New York City, Hitchcock 
bought a half interest in the Tucson 
(Arizona) Daily Citizen from the es­
tate of the former co-owner. He moved 
to Tucson in 1928 and assumed the 
duties of publisher and editor.

He never lost his interest in aviation in 
all these years. He maintained an in­
flexible policy in his management of the 
Daily Citizen that no mention of air­
plane accidents or injuries or deaths do 

to airplane crashes would appear in the Citizen. This 
policy proved so cumbersome to the Citizen’s report­
ers they had difficulty learning the cause and time of 
his own death due to an uncorroborated report his death 
was caused by an injury incurred in an airplane acci­
dent.

In fact, he died in the pre-dawn hours on August 5, 
1935 after two weeks illness in Tucson’s Desert Sana­
torium. His two sisters were with him at the end. His 
remains were cremated and his ashes taken back to 
Massachusetts for interment at Cambridge. He never 
married and left no direct heirs.
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Utah’s Great Salt Lake Desert
By Dennis H. Pack

Utah’s Great Salt Lake Desert was a barrier. Wise 
travelers went around it, and those who didn’t often 
wished they had. Few plants and animals survive there, 
and there is no drinkable water. In spite of its inhospi­
tality, the Great Salt Lake Desert has a fascinating 
human history that has been most active along its 
fringes. This article looks at that rich history and the 
postal history that is part of it. 

searched for food in family groups of no more than 
25-30.1 Traces of several culture groups are found at 
various locations around the desert. Figure 1 shows 
pre-Columbian artifacts found at Fish Springs at the 
southwestern edge of the desert.

The Goshute Indians, who refer to themselves as the 
Kusiutta,2 inhabited the area starting in about 800 BP. 
They lived a subsistence existence in which they, too, 
wandered to find food. The Goshutes used available

Introduction
The Great Salt Lake Desert was 
formed when ancient Lake 
Bonneville receded leaving a 
large, flat basin called a playa. It 
has no outlet to the ocean, so salts 
and sediments in runoff from the 
mountains are deposited there. It 
is rimmed by mountain ranges, 
and surrounds mountains that 
appear as islands, as seen in map
I, which was drawn in 1878.

The desert is unbearably hot in 
the summer. Most precipitation 
is blocked by high mountain 
ranges to the west. The ground 
is covered with alkaline sand and 
crystalline salt ranging from ten 
to 75 centimeters in thickness 
that is so hard in some places that 
cars can race on it, and so mushy 
in others that a bicycle cannot 
ride through it. Sunlight reflect­
ing from the bright salt can cause 
the equivalent of snow blindness.

Indigenous 
Inhabitants
Human habitation along the 
edges of the Great Salt Lake 
Desert has been traced back
II, 000 years. Artifacts found in 
Danger Cave, located two miles 
east of Wendover, Utah, support 
arguments for an ancient Desert 
Culture of wanderers who

Map 1 Part of a 1878 Utah map showing the Great Salt Lake Desert.© 2009 by Dennis H. Pack
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Figure 1 Pre-Columbian artifacts found at Fish Springs, 
photographed in 1969.

resources very efficiently. Their diet consisted of plants, 
antelopes, rabbits, small animals, lizards, and insects, 
with pine nuts as their food staple.

After decades of being ignored by the Federal Gov­
ernment, the Goshutes had two Indian reservations in 
a portion of their homeland set aside by Presidential 
order: the Skull Valley reservation in 1912, and the 
Ibapah or Deep Creek reservation, located along the 
Utah-Nevada border, in 1914. Cattle brought to graze 
further crowded the Goshutes off the land they had 
roamed for centuries. Farms were built to teach the 
Goshutes to raise food, with some success, but it be­
came more and more difficult for them to survive. Trea­

Map 2 Goshute Indian Reservations located on the edge of the Great Salt Lake Desert. 
Maps of this design in this article are based on a Google satellite image.

ties negotiated with the Goshute brought 
little support from the Federal Government 
because the US Senate refused to ratify 
treaties negotiated with them and other In­
dian peoples. Attempts were made to move 
the Goshutes to an Indian reservation in 
eastern Utah, but they refused to move be­
cause of cultural differences with other In­
dians, some of whom had previously cap­
tured Goshutes and sold them into slavery 
in Mexico.

The Ibapah or Deep Creek reservation was 
combined with other Goshute Indian lands 
to became the Goshute Reservation. The 
reservations were enlarged to cover the ar­
eas shown in map 2. Much of the Skull 
Valley reservation is suitable for grazing. 
Less than one percent is irrigable.3

Non-indigenous before 1847
Fur trapper Jedediah S. Smith and two companions, 
Robert Evans and Silas Gobel, made the first recorded 
crossing of the Salt Lake Desert by white men in June 
1827. They started on horseback from California to 
join a fur trappers’ rendevous at Bear Lake, Utah. 
Their trek across the desert was almost fatal after 
they ran out of water and their horses died. Smith’s 
journal describes his dreams:

My dreams were not of Gold or ambitious honors 
but of my distant quiet home of murmuring 
brooks of cooling cascades. After a short rest we 
continued our march and traveled all night. The 

murmur of falling 
waters still sounding in 
our ears and the 
apprehension that we 
might never live to hear 
that sound in reality 
weighed heavily uppon 
[sic] us.4

A government survey 
party under the direction of 
Joseph R. Walker at­
tempted to cross the 
northern end of the Great 
Salt Lake Desert in 1831, 
but turned north because 
of the lack of water and 
the desert’s forbidding ap­
pearance.5
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In 1841 Col. John Bartleson led a party of emigrant 
wagons on the second recorded crossing of the Great 
Salt Lake Desert. They traveled along the northern edge 
of the desert where they could occasionally find water. 
John Bidwell’s diary of the trip recorded the party’s 
reaching salt flats north of Great Salt Lake on August 
19:

Started early, hoping soon to find fresh water, 
when we could refresh ourselves and animals, but 
alas! The sun beamed heavy on our heads as the 
day advanced, and we could see nothing before 
us but extensive arid plains, glimmering with heat 
and salt, at length the plains became so impreg­
nated with salt, that vegetation entirely ceased; 
the ground was in many places white as snow 
with salt and perfectly smooth. The midday sun, 
beaming with uncommon splendor upon these 
shining plains, made us fancy we could see timber 
upon the plains, and wherever timber is found 
there is water always. We marched forward with 
unremitted pace till we discovered it was an 
illusion, and lest our teams should give out we 
returned from S. to E. and hastened to the river 
which we reached in about 5 miles.6

Those who crossed the Great Salt Lake Desert warned 
of its harshness. Yet, in 1845, Lansford Hastings pub­
lished The Emigrants ’ Guide to Oregon and Califor­
nia, in which he wrote, “The most direct route for the 
California emigrants, would be to leave the Oregon route, 
about two hundred miles east from Fort Hall; thence 
bearing west southwest, to the Salt lake; and thence 
continuing down to the bay of St. Francisco. . . ,”7 
Hastings told emigrants that his cutoff would shorten 

the trip by two hundred miles. The Hastings Cutoff 
appears in map 3 with Salt Lake City shown only as a 
reference point since it was not settled until 1847. The 
cutoff is also visible in map 1.

Unfortunately, Hastings had not traveled the cutoff be­
fore he wrote his book. After he learned that John C. 
Fremont crossed the Great Salt Lake Desert in 1845, 
almost along the route he proposed, Hastings person­
ally tried to persuade companies of emigrants to use his 
cutoff. He led a group across the cutoff in 1846. Nei­
ther he, nor Fremont had crossed the cutoff with the 
heavy wagons and oxen commonly used by emigrants.

Six emigrant groups used the Hastings Cutoff in 1846. 
The most famous of these is the Donner-Reed Party, 
which found the cutoff almost impassible to their oxen 
and wagons. They spent 16 days hacking a road into 
the Salt Lake valley along the route Hastings advised 
them to take.8 During their three-day traverse of the 
Great Salt Lake Desert, their heavy wagons become 
mired in the muddy salt and their oxen died or became 
too weak to continue, causing the travelers to abandon 
many of their belongings. The time, energy and re­
sources the Donner-Reed party lost while taking 
Hastings Cutoff across Utah resulted in their being 
trapped by snow in the Sierra-Nevada Mountains with 
well-known tragic results.9

News of the Donner-Reed party discouraged many 
travelers from using the Hastings Cutoff until the dis­
covery of gold in California, after which some gold seek­
ers used the cutoff to save time.

Map 3 Hastings Cutoff across the Great Salt Lake Desert.
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1847-1859
Before the Mormon Pioneers settled what is now Utah 
and colonized much of the surrounding areas, non­
native people who entered Utah were on their way 
somewhere else or remained only temporarily. LDS 
Church President Brigham Young led the first group 
of Mormon pioneers to the Salt Lake Valley, arriving 
July 24,1847. Within six years, their numbers swelled 
to 25,000, many of whom settled outside of the Salt 
Lake Valley. This new population wanted to receive 
and send mail.

The US Government acted to provide mail service to 
Salt Lake City in 1849. Congress and the POD rec­
ognized Salt Lake City as a constituent city of the 
United States and established the Great Salt Lake City 
Post Office. Since Great Salt Lake City was located 
in the unorganized Spanish Cession of 1848, the POD 
placed the post office in the California District. Con­
gress also approved, but didn’t fund, a government- 
sponsored express to carry mail between Salt Lake 
City and Kanesville (now Council Bluffs), Iowa.10 The 
Postmaster General (PMG) reported to Congress in 
1849:

In a territory recently denominated Deseret is a 
post office, at Salt lake, supplied with mail from 
the western borders of Iowa, a distance of about 
1,030 miles, the expense of which is defrayed out 
of the proceeds of said office...“

Figure 2 shows Salt Lake City in a 1869 US Geologi­
cal Survey photograph by William Henry Jackson.

One of the key responsibilities of the Post Office De­
partment (POD) has been the transportation of mail 
between post offices. In 1845, Congress ordered that 

Figure 2 Salt Lake City as photographed by William Henry Jackson in 1869. 
(Photo courtesy of US Geological Survey)

the mails should be carried by contractors for the low­
est bid for that provides for ’’the due celerity, certainty 
and security of such transportation.”12 These were 
referred to as celerity, certainty and security bids, 
which postal clerks abbreviated by three asterisks or 
stars (***). The routes served by them were called 
star routes.13 The first regular mail activity in the vi­
cinity of the Great Salt Lake Desert involved contrac­
tors who carried mail between Salt Lake City and north­
ern California.

Postal reforms of 1845-47 established mail service 
between the eastern states and California by ship. Pri­
vate individuals infrequently carried mail overland to 
Great Salt Lake City and less frequently to California 
before the first star contracts were approved.14

On September 9, 1850, Utah became a Territory and 
California was made a state. The Great Salt Lake City 
Post Office became the Salt Lake City Post Office. 
The Utah Territory extended from the summit of the 
Rocky Mountains in Colorado west to the eastern 
boundary of the State of California.

The first contract to carry mail between Salt Lake City 
and Sacramento, California, was awarded to Absalom 
Woodward and George Chorpenning, Jr., in May 1851, 
“To take the mail and every part of it from, and deliver 
it and every part of it, at each post office along the 
way.”15 Mail was to leave Sacramento on the first of 
each month and reach Salt Lake City by the 30th. Mail 
was also to leave Salt Lake City on the first of each 
month and reach Sacramento by the 30th.16 It was called 
the “Jackass Mail” because mail and freight were car­
ried by wagons pulled by teams of mules. The route 
lay around the north end of Great Salt Lake to the 
Emigrant Trail. J. Roderic Korns wrote “The wagon 

road north around the lake came 
into existence, rather, as a direct 
consequence of the shortcom­
ings of the Hastings Cutoff as a 
means of access to the Califor­
nia Trail from the valley of the 
Great Salt Lake.”17

Exploration of the Great Salt 
Lake Desert continued. In 1854, 
Army Lieutenant Edward G. 
Beckwith crossed the southern 
part of the Great Salt Lake 
Desert as he searched along the 
41st parallel for a central railroad 
route to California. The next 
year, Howard Egan crossed the
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Figure 3 The south end of the Great Salt Lake Desert from southwest of the 
Simpson Range as photographed by C.D. Walcott in 1903. (Courtesy of US 
Geological Survey)

desert on a route that was close to the one later fol­
lowed by Army Captain James H. Simpson. In 1859, 
Simpson surveyed a route along the southern edge of 
the Great Salt Lake Desert. This route became ex­
tremely important for transporting mail, passengers and 
freight from the East to California. Figure 3 shows the 
south end of the Great Salt Lake Desert from the south­
west of the Simpson Range photographed by C.D. 
Walcott for the U.S. Geological Survey in 1903.

Figure 4 The Simpson Springs stage station, photographed by G. K. 
Gilbert in 1901. (Courtesy of US Geological Survey)

George Chorpenning signed an­
other mail contract in 1854, but 
traveled a more southern route 
to San Diego to avoid severe 
winter weather. Starting in 1858, 
Chorpenning transported pas­
sengers and mail along the 
southern edge of the Great Salt 
Lake Desert, following the route 
used by Eagan and surveyed by 
Simpson. Chorpenning estab­
lished stations about every 20 
miles. Those in the area covered 
by this article were located at 
Simpson’s Springs, Fish Springs, 
and Deep Creek, and are shown 
in Map 4 by black dots with 
white centers.18 The Simpson 
Springs stage station photo­
graphed in 1901 is seen in fig­
ure 4.

1860-1869
During the 1860s, settlers 

seeped into the fringes of the Great Salt Lake Desert, 
but the demand for mail to be transported through the 
area was still greater than the need for post offices. 
This decade brought enormous changes in the ways 
mail and other messages were transported, and much 
of the change was visible along the southern edge of 
the Great Salt Lake Desert. One of the best known 
changes was the Pony Express.

The Pony Express was a private express mail service 
that used riders and horses traveling at 
seven or eight miles per hour to carry mail 
from St. Joseph, Missouri, to Sacramento, 
California.19 William H. Russell, Alexander 
Majors and William B. Waddell, as the firm 
of Russell, Majors & Waddell, established 
the Pony Express to provide fast mail ser­
vice along the central route across the coun­
try. At this time, most mail that didn’t go by 
ship was carried along the southern route 
by the Butterfield Stage Line. Russell, 
Majors & Waddell formed the Central 
Overland, California & Pike’s Peak Ex­
press Company in 1859 to carry mail from 
Missouri to Salt Lake City. A cover carried 
by the Pony Express and bearing other ex­
press markings appears as figure 5.
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Figure 5 Cover carried by the Pony Express from New York to San Francisco and bearing markings of the 
Central Overland, California & Pike’s Peak Express Company and Wells Fargo. The cover has been repaired 
along its left edge after it was opened unevenly. (Source: Nevin, David, The Expressmen, Time-Life Books, 1974, 
page 111. Originally from Wiltsee Collection, Wells Fargo Bank Histiory Room, San Francisco)

Riders left San Francisco and St. Joseph for the first 
time April 3,1860, both reaching their destinations within 
the scheduled ten and a half days. Between Novem­
ber 1860 and April 1861, an average of 41 letters per 
trip was carried to San Francisco.20 The fastest run 
carried President Lincoln’s inaugural message west in 
a little over seven and a half days.21

Chorpenning’s stations across the desert were too far 
apart for Pony Express riders who changed horses 
about every fifteen miles. Home stations for the Pony 
Express were established 40-60 miles apart with swing 
stations in between. Between Salt Lake City and the 
California border, stations averaged 11-3/4 miles 
apart.22 Howard Egan, who first traveled the route 
along the southern edge of the desert, supervised the 
Pony Express stations between Salt Lake City and 
Robert’s Creek, now in Nevada.

Richard E. Pike and John W. Healey of the US Bu­
reau of Land Management performed extensive on­
site research of the Pony Express and Overland Mail 
stations in Utah. Map 4 shows the trail and stations 
across the Great Salt Desert as described by them. A 
brief description of each station is taken from their 
published research.23

Point Lookout Station, which is also referred to 
as Lookout Pass and General Johnston’s Pass, over­
looks the desert. A family settled there about 1876.

Government Creek Station, also known as Davis 
Station and Government Well, was the site of a tele­
graph station in 1861, but it might not have been used 
by the Pony Express.

Simpson Springs Station, also known as Pleas­
ant Springs, Egan’s Springs and Lost Springs, was 
important because of the availability of good water. 
The first buildings were constructed by Chorpenning 
and used by the Pony Express and Overland Mail. 
The Simpson Springs Station has been reconstructed 
by the BLM.

Riverbed Station was located in an old riverbed 
left by Lake Bonneville. Little evidence remains of it 
today.

Dugway Station, also known as Dugout, had sim­
ply built structures that were not permanent. Water 
was hauled from Simpson Springs.

Blockrock Station, also known as Butte and 
Desert Station, has not been precisely located. The 
historical marker in figure 6 is at its general location.
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Map 4 The route surveyed by James H. Simpson and followed by the Pony Express and Overland Mail. All locations 
marked by a dot are described by Fike & Headley. Those previously used by Chorpenning have white centers. Those 
later used by the Overland Stage are labeled in italics.

Fish Springs Station, also known as Smith Springs 
and Fresh Springs, is reported to have had two mail 
stations. One at Fish Springs; the other at Warm Springs 
about three and a fourth miles north. The original road 
went north around the end of the mountains, as shown 
by the dotted line in map 4. Fish Springs 
was important because of the availability 
of water and its location about halfway be­
tween Rush Valley and Deep Creek. Bad 
water at Warm Springs could have been 
the reason for its abandonment.

Boyd Station, also referred to as Butte and 
Desert, was a small, stone structure that 
continued to be occupied after the express 
stopped operating. Chorpenning’s route 
went south around the end of the Deep 
Creek Mountains from the Boyd Station. 
The express traveled west.

Willow Springs Station has not been 
positively located. Fike and Headley favor 
a site three-fourths of a mile east of what 
is currently referred to as the Station 
House. Willow Springs was later renamed 
Callao.

Willow Creek Station, also called Six-Mile, is con­
troversial. A contemporary account argues for the sta­
tion, but Fike and Headley do not necessarily agree 
that a station was at this location.

Figure 6 Historical marker for the Blackrock Pony Express Station 
located in its general vicinity, looking west, photographed 1969.
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Canyon Station, originally known as Round Sta­
tion, was moved in 1863 because the original located 
was indefensible. The earlier station, located two or 
three miles away, was attacked and burned by Indi­
ans.

Deep Creek Station, also know as Egan’s Sta­
tion, was Egan’s home. It was the most westerly sta­
tion within the current boundaries of Utah, and saw 
considerable activity. Later, Deep Creek was renamed 
Ibapah.

The Pony Express was the fastest means of commu­
nicating between the eastern states and California, but 
it was not a financial success even though it was ex­
pensive to use. Letters sent by Pony Express initially 
cost $5 per half ounce. This was reduced to $2 per 
half ounce in April 1861, and the Overland Mail Act 
reduced the express fee to $ 1 per half ounce July 1, 
1861.24 Russell, Majors & Waddell collected only 
$91,404 from operating the Pony Express, but they 
spent half a million dollars on its operation.25

The Pony Express was only a temporary solution in 
the quest for rapid cross-country communication. Riders 
started at the western end of the telegraph at St. Jo­
seph, Missouri. Telegraph lines were built from the 
east and from the west, meeting at Salt Lake City 
October 26, 1861. The stump of one of the original 
telegraph poles, photographed at Fish Springs, appears 
in figure 7.

Figure 7 Stump of a pole from the first transcontinental 
telegraph line, photographed at Fish Springs in 1969.

Fike and Headley conclude,

The Pony Express, an important and colorful 
contributor to the service of the Central Over­
land, California & Pike’s Peak Express Company, 
was established in 1860 and had succumbed by 
late 1861. It lasted only about 19 months and 
basically was a financial failure, but the associ­

ated glamour—both fact and fiction—has 
assured it a large and lasting chapter in the 
history of the West26

Changes were made in the Overland Mail at the be­
ginning of the Civil War. In 1861, Congress ordered 
the PMG to replace stage service on the Butterfield 
route between St. Louis, Memphis and San Francisco 
with stage service on the central route between St. 
Louis, Missouri, (or Atchison, Kansas), Salt Lake City 
and Placerville, California. Only 600 pounds of mail 
were to be carried on each trip.27 The Postmaster 
General Reported to Congress the next year that ser­
vice had not been entirely satisfactory because of the 
difficulty in finding transportation of heavier mail, such 
as periodicals, to California, and because of mail losses 
caused by floods and interruptions by Indians. He in­
formed Congress that the route had been made safer 
and concluded, “Every day brings intelligence of the 
discovery of new mines of gold and silver in the region 
traversed by this mail route, which gives assurance 
that it will not be many years before it will be pro­
tected and supported about the greater part of the route 
by a civilized population.”28 It seems unlikely that the 
Great Salt Lake Desert could achieve that.

The Overland Mail route along the south edge of the 
Great Salt Desert was almost identical to that of the 
Pony Express. Stations for the Overland Mail were 
located at Point Lookout, Simpson’s Springs, Dugway, 
Fish Springs, Willow Springs and Deep Creek.29 The 
names of these stations are italicized on map 4.

The first post office along this route in Utah was Deep 
Creek, which was established August 27, 1868, with 
J.C. Ferguson as postmaster. It was discontinued April
24,1869.

The completion of the transcontinental railroad was 
destined to have even greater impact on postal activi­
ties along the Great Salt Lake Desert than the Pony 
Express or Overland Mail. Union Pacific Railroad sur­
veyors determined in 1864 that the transcontinental 
railroad would be built to Ogden, Utah, south to Salt 
Lake City, and west around the south end of the Great 
Salt Lake. In 1868, the route was changed to go north­
west from Ogden and around the northern end of Great 
Salt Lake. It was argued that the route was shorter 
and that water and timber were more readily avail­
able.30

After the completion of the transcontinental railroad 
at Promontory, Utah, May 10,1869, route agents were 
assigned on some trains to sort and pouch mail for 
local post offices along the route. One of these oper­
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ated on the Central Pacific Railroad across the north­
ern part of the Great Salt Lake Desert. The Promon­
tory, Utah Territory, & Sacramento, California, Agent 
operated from June 19, 1869, to November 1869, on 
the Central Pacific line across the northern part of the 
Great Salt Lake Desert. The Ogden and San Fran­
cisco Railway Post Office (RPO) was established 
August 20, 1869.31

Figure 8 A postmark of the Ogden & San 
Francisco RPO. (Courtesy of Jim Forte)

were established in the vicinity of the Great Salt Lake 
Desert. Three of the post offices were at the same 
general location, but had different names. Map 5 
shows the location of post offices established in the 
vicinity of the Great Salt Lake Desert before 1900.

A number of communities sprang up along the Central 
Pacific Railroad, which merged with the Southern 
Pacific Railway. Terrace, which was named for nearby 
terraces of Lake Bonneville, was a railroad construc­
tion camp that grew into a division point and a major 
railroad repair center. It had an estimated population 
of 300 in 1877. Terrace was the only town on the part 
of the line covered by this article that had a post of­
fice. The Terrace Post Office was established Febru­
ary 28, 1872, with John H. Smith as postmaster. Fig­
ure 9 shows an Advice of Money Order form pre­
pared at Terrace.

Carrying mail by train 
and sorting it en route 
greatly speeded the 
transport of mail 
across the country. 
In November 1869, 
the PMG told Con­
gress that it took an 
average of seven 
days, two hours and 
23 minutes to carry 
through mail from 
San Francisco to 
New York, and that 
the fastest time was 
six days, 15 hours 
and 20 minutes.32 
Figure 8 shows a 
postmark from the 
Ogden & San Fran­
cisco RPO.

1870-1900
Between 1870 and 
1900, the population 
of Utah grew from 
86,786 to 276,749,33 
and the number of 
post offices from 38 
to 339. During the 
same period, only 
seven post offices

Terrace

Callao

Great Salt 
Lake Desert

Deep Creek
Ibepah
Ibapah

Great *
Salt

Lake

Map 5 Post offices established in or along the edges of the Great Salt Lake Desert before 
1900.
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Figure 9 Advice of Money Order from Terrace for a 
money order to be paid at Eureka, Utah. (Courtesy of 
Lloyd Shaw)

The other six post offices established during this period 
were along or near the trail followed by the Pony Ex­
press and Overland Mail.

The Deep Creek Post Office was re-established March 
11,1873, discontinued July 7,1874, re-established Sep­
tember 11, 1874, and discontinued May 6, 1875. The 
Ibepah Post Office was established at the same gen­
eral location October 6,1880, with Edward R. Ferguson 
as postmaster, and discontinued May 9, 1881. Special 
mail service to Ibepah was provided from Quincy, Utah, 
80 miles to the east.

The Ibapah Post Office was established at the same 
general location as Deep Creek and Ibepah April 12, 
1883. John C. Devins was the first postmaster. Special 
mail service was provided from Aurum, Nevada, 55 
miles west of Ibapah.

Figure 10 shows a cover canceled at Ibapah.

Figure 10 Cover canceled at Ibapah. (Courtesy of Lloyd 
Shaw)

Trout Creek was settled by ranchers who wanted a 
place to graze sheep during the winter. The Trout Creek 
Post Office was established May 23, 1890, with Jo­
seph T. Parker as postmaster. When the writer visited 
Trout Creek in 1967, the post office was located in a 
log building. Unfortunately, he didn’t photograph it.

The post office at Fish Springs, an important stop on 
the Pony Express and Overland Mail, was established 
October 18, 1892, with Walter S. Reid as postmaster.

Figure 11 Sketch map prepared by the 
Fish Springs Postmaster in 1907 to show 
the location of his office.
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Figure 12 Post card canceled at Callao.

9 For more information about the Donner- 
Reed party, see George R. Stewart, Or­
deal by Hunger (New York: H. Holt & 
Co., 1936).

10 Whall, p. 33.

11 Report of PMG, 1849, p. 797.

12 USPS, “Star Routes.”

13 Quoted in “Star Routes”.

14 Whall, p. 46.

15 Meschter, part III, p. 32.

16 Meschter, part III, p. 33

17 Korns, p. 248.

18 Meschter, part VII(a), pp. 28, 34.

19 Fike & Headley, p. 4.

20 Scheele, p. 85.

Figure 11 shows a wonderful map prepared by the 
Fish Springs Postmaster for the POD Topographer to 
show the location of his office in relation to other of­
fices and physical features.

Willow Springs is well known from the Pony Express 
and Overland Mail days. Its name was changed to 
Callao because the POD wanted a less common name 
for a post office. The Callao Post Office was estab­
lished February 1, 1893. Geo. C. Tripp was the first 
postmaster. Figure 12 shows a Callao cancel on a 
post card.

No other post offices were established or discontin­
ued until after the turn of the Twentieth Century, but a 
change was made to railway post offices. The Ogden 
& San Francisco Route Agent was appointed January
19,1870, and operated until 1871.

Utah was admitted as the 45lh state January 4, 1896.

(To be continued)
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Figure 1 In 1973-4, the USPS honored the citizens of Rural America in three aspects: cattle, Chatauqua lectures, 
and wheat and train connections.

Life in Johnsonsburgh NY, 1846
by Tom Clarke

Fishing around for a business to pursue at age 20 is an 
onerous, at least pesky, task, let alone search for one 
at age 50. If you live in a large city the chances will 
afford greater success, whether in 1846 or today. But 
living on the fringes of civilization, would it be pos­
sible?

Competition for a position or for a workable business 
niche would present difficulties in either period. Each 
era had / has its particular problems, and men and 
women in each naturally would have to be aware of 
the demands, limitations, the specific economics, and 
social expectations. Today’s hurdles to success can 
be confusing and difficult, especially crowded and suc­
cess-conscious as we are.

Figure 2 Stampless folded letter bearing Johnsonsburgh, N. Y, manuscript postmark of 1846, 
and manuscript “10” addressed to Connecticut.

But 160 years ago would they intimidate a strong willed 
character such as our George must have been? Per­
haps, but simply out of a need to survive. He wouldn’t 
feel the social pressure as much as we would, but we 
don’t experience the raw need to survive that plagued 
his century.

How to go about business? Like today, you networked 
through friends, family and co-workers, just quite a bit 
slower than today.

The Protagonist

In the case presented, our closely-written, three-page 
hero is George M. Dixon, aged 50-plus, lived with his 
presumed son out in the wilds of western New York. A 
rural area in America today would have much the same 
feel as it did to George in 1846, except that today there 

would be the 
added sense of 
loss—of being 
away from mod­
em conveniences. 
But such feelings 
could never cross 
George Dixon’s 
mind, or any other 
1846er. They 
couldn’t feel loss 
in that sense. 
You were a part 
of Nature then, it 
was not an ‘it-us’ 
proposition. Ex­
cept for the hand­
ful of early 
American pluto­
crats by the 
1840’s, everyone

© Tom Clarke 2009
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would feel the same towards the earth and growing 
things as big as trees, even the many city dwellers 
nonetheless had a farm outside of town where they 
grew staples, or at least a stock for trading or retail­
ing.

Figure 3 A locator map for Wyoming County, still an 
out-of-the way, if beautifully natural, region.

On weekends we drive to the ‘boondocks’ now called 
recreational areas, enjoy gorgeous scenery, fish, swim, 
and absorbing the mystique as the ‘Laws of Nature 
and Nature’s God’ intend, then speed 70 miles an hour 
to get away from those backwaters, home to the TV, 
fridge, our gadgets, traffic and incessant noise. We 
call it ‘safe’.

Of today’s 3000+ American counties, there are 1300 
strictly rural ones like New York’s Wyoming County. 
Those together with 700 more make up about 83 per­
cent of the Nation’s territory, though they only repre­
sent 21 percent of the population. The 79% of us who 
live in the urban/suburban crush probably can’t under­
stand George Dixon. While he was writing his letter 
in 1846 and for the next half century, a vast percent­
age of Americans lived the rural farm life.

The birth of Railroads and American mechanical in­
ventiveness began to undo Thomas Jefferson’s dream 
of a lasting agrarian society for the new nation. In his 
day 90% were farmers. He felt its values were over­
whelmingly good and America could not help but pros­
per if we maintained them. He died just years before 
the first railroad began service.

Quickly mechanization began to change the farm, first 
with horse-drawn reapers, etc., and then engine pow­
ered combines, tractors, etc. Rural people paid the 
price and flocked to the cities for factory jobs.

George Dixon was witnessing the first few chapters 
of this conversion to urbanized existence; his friend 
Sylvester was living amongst it. Fifty years later, by 
1890, industry and technology were victorious. Rail­
road monopolies became the enemy of farmers (the 
Populist movement) and only 50% of the population 
was required to produce our Nation’s food and fiber.

George’s lifestyle and environment were ebbing while 
electricity and engine power became king. Today, more 
than 50 million rural Americans continue this revolu­
tionary, mechanized lifestyle into the 21st century, and 
the rugged, quieter life which Jefferson valued still 
contributes heavily to American culture:

At the beginning of the 20th century, rural 
America was the center of American life. It was 
home to most of the population and was the 
source of food and fiber for the Nation’s 
sustenance and commerce. The typical rural 
community in 1900 consisted of a small town or 
village with numerous small farms within a few 
miles. Most people lived their lives and fulfilled 
most of their needs, economic and otherwise, 
within this community. They had little contact 
with areas beyond the community...it continues 
to provide most of the Nation’s food and fiber.
—USDA, Economic Research Bureau

There have always been certain preconceptions about 
the nature of rural America by urban folk, just as rural 
citizens have had certain views of city folk (and still 
do, given recent warring between the ‘red’ (rural) and 
‘blue’ (urban) sections.

As with (apparently well-to-do) George Dixon, so also 
with many rural Americans today, whether they choose 
to chew on a straw or not: according to Andrew 
Isserman, an economist at the University of Illinois in 
2007:

There are 289 rural counties [of about 2000] that 
have better housing, a more educated popula­
tion, less poverty and more jobs than the 
national average....They can be found in Georgia 
and Wisconsin, Kentucky and North Dakota 
[etc.]. These prosperous places aren’t vacation 
havens or golf course retirement compounds. 
They are everyday places, most of them, where 
people live, work and learn. They are examples of 
the kind of communities every rural county can 
become...

Twenty-first century ‘rurals’ have many of the same 
accouterments that city folk have, but that George 
Dixon, living on the edge of wilderness, or rather within 
the wilderness, in the 1840s, could never justify. So 
that aspect has entirely changed. Significant portions
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Figure 4 A map from the Child’s Gazetteer and Directory, 1871 (I’d 
bet for public school use). It shows Johnsonsburgh after 40 years 
still with the original spelling (above the ORANG of the township 
name. But it has no “PO” accompanying. Orangeville (just above 
the bold town name) and West Middlebury to the northeast are 
labeled as POs. A printer s error?

of rural America as a result ought to be called ‘further 
suburban’, or to use some new academic jargon: 
exurban. One of these mod exurbanites helped gen­
erate a humorous report regarding today’s definition 
of rural. The woman’s viewpoint, to counter a com­
ment that she and her friends weren’t rural anymore, 
was, “Oh, come on. We have to drive 23 miles just to 
get to a Wal-Mart”.

On the news worthy side, see a rural American web 
site The Daily Yonder — keep it rural at http:// 
www.dailyyonder.com/.

Johnson(s)burg(h) NY

George’s hamlet of Johnsonsburgh (rendered 
Johnsonburg 14167, today) was no too far off of the 
lucrative Erie Canal track. It is located about two- 
thirds the distance from Rochester to Buffalo, and 
about 30 mile south of that line. There were trail, log­
ging ‘roads’, and trading crossroads established in the 
previous hundred years, not the least of which was by 
Native Americans and the military.

The Wyoming County George proudly datelines in his 
letter was a recent creation only five years before. 
Today’s county is broken into sixteen large “towns” or 
townships with a total population of 41,600. 
Johnsonburg proper is split between the ‘towns’ of 
Orangeville and Sheldon, and overall is about midway 
between Pennsylvania and Lake Ontario / Canada, 
and one county east of Lake Erie. Not a bad area if 
you had boats and timber supply in mind. The county, 

like most of New York State, is elevated 
and hilly with Johnsonsburgh lying in one of 
Wyoming County’s two north-south valleys, 
all in all standing about 1200 feet above sea 
level, cool and good for woodlands.

Johnsonburg’s population isn’t even listed 
in the current census, only as an asterisk to 
Orangeville and Sheldon townships. It has 
always been small, four miles north of the 
large village ofNorth Java (‘jay-vuh’, popu­
lation 775 and declining), and 10 miles south 
of Attica ‘village’ (of maximum security 
state prison infamy), with a free citizen 
population 2600.

In 1846 though, each of these townships 
was lucky to have a few villages or ham­
lets, ‘four-house crossroads’. The 2000 
census says Orangeville overall had 1300 
people inhabiting 602 housing units. How 
many housing units existed there in the 
1840s? One hundred? How many in

Figure 5 A county planning map showing relative 
distribution of the villages, leaving out the many hamlets 
such as Johnsonsburg (to the left of the ‘V’in Village of 
Warsaw.

Johnsonsburgh alone? Five or ten? How many cab­
ins contained 2-4+ people who lived in a 20 mile radius 
of the place? Regardless of how few lived nearby to 
Johnsonsburgh, it was able to successfully petition for 
a post office in 1836 (DPO in 1972).

Manuscript mail from any small town, so early in its 
history, and so early in the life of the country, with so 
few to patronize it, is very rare. George Dixon, living 
his life and pursuing business interests, had no ability 
to think in these terms as he rode to the general store 
(?) to mail his missive. You did what had to be done.

http://www.dailyyonder.com/
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Portland CT

Where did George emigrate from sometime during the 
previous 26 years (he states he was very ill there in 
1820)? Portland CT today contains 8700 persons and 
3500 homes, condos and apartments. Proportionately, 
while asking questions of his old chum, George prob­
ably and properly envisioned Portland as having the 
same eight times population as his own hamlet and town­
ship, just as today. This would make Portland a hefty 
town for the time, maybe 240 houses and 1000 souls.

Quarries would become the area’s chief industry in the 
latter 1800’s, though before that, Portland was known 
for shipbuilding. There is a hill a bit north of Portland, 
where the village of Gilder sleeve grew. It indeed owed 
its name to the Gildersleeve family, as prominent 19th 
century shipbuilders, and that is what Gildersleeve once 
was, the manufacturing site. Interestingly, or perhaps 
naturally, our Mr. Dixon knew the famed family well 
and wrote on a personal basis to and about them.

Genealogical Aid

Genealogy as an avocation recently has grown rapidly 
with the increase of so many retiring baby boomers, 
and one of the many hundreds of existing internet sites 
contains an 81-page Gildersleeve family history, writ­
ten by Willard Harvey Gildersleeve in 1914.

As these things go, writers are almost al­
ways descendants and tend to lose objec­
tivity when describing their antecedents’ 
claims to fame. A prime site says Philip 
Gildersleeve, about eight generations after 
the family first came to America, became a 
Revolutionary. His exploits during the Revo­
lution, however mundane, are accounted for 
with aplomb.

Fourteen years after the War’s end, he 
would father Sylvester, thus adding another 
mouth to the growing family. He lists 
Phillip’s requisite ‘begats’ in typical order:

Philip Gildersleeve died in 1822, aged 65. 
His will was probated in Middletown. 
Temperance, his wife, died in 1831, aged 
75, and in her will left her personal effects 
to [her daughters] Betsy Abbey [and] 
Cynthia Lewis, and Temperance 
Gildersleeve, her granddaughter...

Children (Gildersleeve):

XI. Jeremiah,b. 24Aug., 1781; d. 16 Mar., 
1857.

X2. Betsy, b. 23 Apr., 1783; d. 17 Oct., 
1863.

X3. Henry, b. 8 Nov., 1785; d. 1 Oct., 1851.

X4. Lathrop, b. 16 Dec, 1787; d. 11 Jan., 1861.

X5. Sylvester, b. 25 Feb., 1795; d. 15 Mar., 1886.

X6. Cynthia, b. 28 Mar., 1797;d. 16Feb., 1860.

The Sylvester of our letter and the one listed as the 
youngest boy are one and the same. His older brother 
Lathrop and his family are likewise greeted in this 
Dixon letter.

It is very gratifying to see bits from an old letter given 
credence and authority via an outside source, espe­
cially if they can lend added depth to the brief tale the 
writer during his hour of penmanship confided to us. 
However, in a way we uncomfortably play the role of 
Peeping Tom, previewing how their story will eventu­
ally play out. We are complete strangers, yet the key 
players in this 1846 drama are completely ignorant of 
what we know.

We learn as a result of the genealogy that Sylvester 
will go on to local fame and riches and die in 1886 at 
the ripe old age of 91. He had developed into a very 
wealthy shipbuilding magnate, local politico and phi­
lanthropist. Brother Lathrop, on the other hand, was 
content to live out his life farming and would have 15 
more years of life, dying at 74.

Figure 6 A short distance above Portland the Gildersleeve family 
plied their shipbuilding trade, which soon became the name of the 
village there. (Google Maps)
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There is also a postal history connection with Sylvester 
aside from his receiving letters. He gained experience 
during the War of 1812 building several ships for the 
government at his father’s shipwright establishment. 
Because he previously attended the district school until 
eighteen, a very uncommon thing to do in that day, he 
exhibits the drive to make something uncommon of him­
self. Having a decent family fund behind him (his 
father’s shipyard) did not hurt. This way he didn’t have 
to leave school to go out to earn his bread at, say, twelve.

He rose in the shipyard to be a ‘boss’ by 1820, the year 
he built his first 100-ton vessel, the Boston Packet, 
which was also the year of George Dixon’s “great sick­
ness”. With a fine start, Sylvester supervised the con­
struction of more than 100 vessels, one of which, the 
schooner William Bryan (1836), was used for the first 
regular packet line between New York and the Repub­
lic of Texas at Galveston. Five later Texas route pack­
ets followed and were named for Texian patriots: 
Stephen F. Austin, B.R. Bilan, William B. Travis, J. W 
Fanning, and the William H. Wharton. (Who has an­
notated covers from any of these?)

Sylvester acquired area shipyards including those from 
his father’s successors, and crowned these ventures 
with the family name, which in turn gave its name to 
the village, etc. (The company records of the 
Gildersleeve Shipbuilding Company are housed at Mys­
tic Seaport’s Museum of America and the Sea.) Eight 
years further on, George Dixon wrote him his letter 
and plea for information and advice.

Ironically, an internet search for personal details on the 
letter’s writer, “George M Dixon”, has yielded nothing 
compared to its recipient. The indirect exception was 
found while reading the Gildersleeve genealogy. We 
see that in 1814, Sylvester married 20-year old Rebecca, 
daughter of William Dixon, of course, a Revolution­
ary soldier. And so we know the true connection be­
tween the two men: George Dixon and Sylvester 
Gildersleeve were brothers-in-law. Unfortunately, in 
1824, Rebecca had died at the tender age of 30, so 
Sylvester remarried four years later.

Understandably then, in writing his erstwhile brother- 
in-law all those years later, George was out on an ethi­
cal limb. And yet, with the death of his own wife, George 
felt compelled to pull out all the stops in trying to restart 
his life business-wise.

The Times

The scene, then, is western New York on the eve of 
the Mexican War (1846-7). The president was Demo­
crat James K. Polk, nearing the end of his term, but 

continuing to pursue his westward expansionist plans. 
His platform had won with a landslide 62% of the vote 
nationally. Wyoming County in recent times, though, 
has been uncompromisingly Republican in spite of the 
general trend statewide. Would George have been 
for Polk?

The losing, dying Whig Party was about 10 years away 
from morphing into the Republican Party. It was twenty 
years since the Erie Canal had helped foster a boom 
in the region and in the extreme east and west, namely 
in New York City and Chicago (and onto St. Louis and 
New Orleans). Their economies were exploding since 
the barriers of distance and time had evaporated by 
the simple expedient of floating goods to market.

The year 1846 also marked 22 years since semi-illiter­
ate farmer Joseph Smith found what he called ‘golden 
tablets’ hidden in a hill near Palmyra NY, just two days 
coach ride away from Johnsonsburgh, southeast of 
Rochester. No doubt a few of his neighbors remem­
bered the uproar surrounding the man who founded 
the Mormon religion and the subsequent harassment 
which forced him to move his followers to safety in 
Illinois.

The Donner Party was about to assemble for their 
terrible misadventure beginning in September while 
crossing the Sierra Nevada near Lake Tahoe. And to 
those same neighbors who would read about this hor­
ror a year later, the new, year-old postage stamps were 
no doubt a bit of a muddle too (that is, if they’d seen 
them yet in the NY wilderness). They were so used 
to sending mail postage due. Meanwhile the Post Office

Figure 7 Wyoming County from Rand McNally’s 1895 
Atlas. “Johnsonburg" has been re-spelled since 1871, 
dirt roadways, and some railroads, are clearly shown.
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Department was continuing to investigate a further drop 
in the letter rate from five cents to three cents five 
years in the future.

George Dixon’s Economy

The village of Johnsonsburgh continues to be an area 
surrounded by woods which supplied timber for boats 
and buildings. A specialty was the maple trees which 
yielded syrup tapped in the spring. Otherwise, there 
still are family dairy farms and a few of the apple or­
chards which once flourished.

The late 20th century spawned recreational fishing and 
hunting, a concept that would be incomprehensible to 
George Dixon. Making sport of the life-giving neces­
sity of feeding the family? Regardless of his theoreti­
cal views, availability of game and fish for food, and 
timber to continue a livelihood must have been a mag­
net that attracted George’s young family to the NY 
‘boonies’ somewhere in the late ‘20s or ‘30’s.

Mr. Dixon talks in his letter in earnest about the possi­
bilities of a fishing business. Was he considering re­
turning to the Connecticut River for this, to Long Is­
land Sound, 30 miles to the south of Portland? Or 
would he fish Lake Erie? He inquires about nets, boats, 
and particularly and very frankly about the financial 
and legal aspects. He asks his old friend to do a con­
siderable amount of leg­
work on his behalf. Butin 
those truly horse and 
buggy days, that’s how 
networking was done —a 
favor would always be re­
turned.

He mentions several hun­
dred acre wood tracts he 
owns, and whether the 
taxes which presumably 
were due on them had 
been paid. Who owns the 
adjoining lots? It may be 
that he hoped to expand his 
natural resource base fol­
lowing the principle that 
you can never lose money 
buying land. Timber 
seems to have been the 
basis of his, or his inher­
ited, worth.

Dear Eliza

The most troubling aspect of the letter is his mournful 
reference about his departed Eliza. “The vacant chair 
she occupied but two hours before her exit...” means 
what? Had they only lived there those brief 120 min­
utes before the travails of travel silenced her? But if 
he was as melancholy over her loss as his images of 
his deceased partner’s paper possessions suggest, 
could he have been any more abrupt in ceasing thoughts 
of her to get back to discussing the potash business?

The NCIS TV murder mystery lover in me wants to 
allow room for him laying groundwork through his old 
chum for a possible legal defense since he had a few 
days before he ingloriously dumped poor Eliza’s body 
into the ravine behind the cabin. This way he could 
add full title of her family timber holdings to his own.

On the other hand, is he so distraught over her natural 
loss through illness that he sends out feelers to influ­
ential old friends about fishing, boats, potash, and tim­
ber, anything to get his mind off his departed heart of 
hearts. This may help explain the slightly disjointed 
flow of thoughts throughout his letter. He was truly 
distressed and despondent, yet trying to put on a proper 
face out of the necessity to survive, the core of the 
rural sensibility.

Figure 9 A rendition of the quickest path from Johnsburgh NY to Portland CT today. 
It’s a guess how the modern USPS would route it. In 1846 it probably took the Erie 
Canal to Albany, to NYC, then by steamboat to Connecticut across Long Island Sound. 
(Google Maps)
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The Letter

Johnsonsburg County of Wyoming Feb 22-46

Dear Sir

It is a long time since I have ben anxious to 
learn something in relation to my interest in the 
deep hole fishing, about 12 months ago I wrote to 
James W White requesting him to rent it upon 
some terms if possible but I have never recived a 
word from him nor no account in any way how it is 
managed or what bank[?] or whether it is worth 
one Cent or not — I have ben told that Goodrich 
& Case have both sold out but do not know to 
whom or who are the present occupants.

I suppos my right has not ben built upon or 
improovd since they abandoned the use of the 
nets — will you be good enough to write me on 
the subject tell me whoare occupying & 
improoving it & in what way & also what has been 
the luck these 2 or 3 years past & whether it can 
be considered as worth any thing or not for this 
reason, it was expected to service him against the 
Administration bord, that suit was commenced at 
the instigation of Foot or the Old brigadier (the 
quintesence of intrigue & perfidy) for the sole 
purpose of getting some six dollars out of me, 
while at the same time Foot declared that the title 
of land sold to satisfy the last order of sale was 
void, on the ground that the order was of much 
greater amount than it ought to have been — I 
learned at that time from Foote that the heirs could 
have their [ ? ] either upon the land or upon the 
Administration - how Comstock could have made 
such a gross mistake was unknown to me — I 
believe however there was not charged back 
against me when the order of sale was given — 
the wood land I suppose will be worth something 
in time, has it ever ben assesed & taxed I have 
never heard or enquired a word on this subject

I wish you would inform me which of the Conkling 
children owns the land of the estate of the late 
Noah Laye [?] adjoining my wood land, also who 
owns the land of the late Samuel Willcox adjoining 
my wood land east, I wish too you would tell as 
soon as you can what it is worth Is Col Daniel 
White in the land of living, Mr Laye when him said 
he was in a low state of health & could not 
continue long I was most gratified in the reception 
of your letter of 27 Oct past for a number of 
reasons, the amount of deaths were all new to me, 
I confess I was sorry to learn that your Phillip had 
embarked to take up his abode in Texas It is 
highly probable his business there may be very 
lumination but it is a men grave yard for our 
northern constitutions, I shall never expect to hear 
of his return

My leisure moments are veiled in sorrow & gloom 
by reason of a great void cautioned by the fate of 
my favorite Eliza who slumbers in the silent grave 
— The vacant chair she occupied but two hours 
before her exit, her cuts of poetry from various 
newspapers. Her numbers of Grahams Magazine 
standing in the same place she placed them 
during her sickness her plants & evergreens 
reared & nourished by her care all conspire to rent 
the heart & sink the soul to wo, “gone is my pride 
among women”

I am truly unfortunate in undertaking to carry on 
the potash business on account of the general 
reduction of the price of the article in market soon 
after I commenced, It would seem impossible to 
make it profitable at the price it has commanded 
the last year if others could be had gratis & yet 
the manufacturers pay 10 Cts per bushel, I quit 
the business more than a year ago

I am calculating the work anew next Spring, have 
rented a favor of one hundred acres caled good 
for this County mostly under improvement 
Edward is still with me is smart for business & 
anxious to beg to do something at farming, I can 
do considerable yet by way of labor though I still 
find the effects of my old nervous difficulty 
brought on by my great sickness in 1820,1 begin 
to feel too a decline of strength by age, very 
common to men after they get to be the wrong 
side of fifty I have thought ever thus I should 
visit my native place to see faces to face those of 
my friends & relations with whom I spent my 
youthful and happiest days, & I still cherish a 
hope that the time is not far distant when I shall 
again see the land that gave me birth

I confess I have been disappointed in not seeing 
you in the County before this, because I have 
understood by my wife you promised us a visit, 
Ned I understand is calculating to go to Ct next 
summer on a visit but he does not visit me nor I 
him, we are not on speaking terms, he owes me 
honest $100 which he never intended to pay— I 
think I told your Henry when at Bethany he was 
the meanest man in all western New York, at some 
future time will give you a history of his fraudu­
lent treatment to me, have not room on this sheet 
severly to commence—

I fear your business is such you will hardly find 
time to answer my enquires,

Please give my best respects to L Cole & wife tell 
him I think of him with as much esteem as any of 
my quondam [former] friends

We desire to be remembered to your wife and 
family

Give some account of your brother Lathrop & 
Nancy your Louela how many children has she,
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should like to see them again in the County—

Your friend &c George M Dixon

Today there are six Dixon’s living in Wyoming County, 
three in one household live four miles down the road 
from Johnsonburg in North Java, two in the nearby
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USDA site: http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/aib710/ 
aib710b.htm

Wyoming County map, New 11 x 14 Atlas of the World, 
Rand-McNally Corp, 1895: www.USGenNet.org

Wyoming County map series: http://www.gflrpc.org/Pub- 
lications/WyomingAHHazard/MitigationPlan/ 
Ch.%204%20Maps%20-%20Combined.pdf

http://www.archive.org/
http://www.bookofmormonlands.com/link%2520two.htm
ibrary.mysticseaport.org/Manuscripts/coll/coll
http://www.usgennet.org/usa/ny/state/his/bk5/ch5.html
http://www.ers.usda.gov/publications/aib710/
http://www.USGenNet.org
http://www.gflrpc.org/Pub-lications/WyomingAHHazard/MitigationPlan/
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In Memoriam - William F. Prindle, Korean 
War Pilot

“The Telegram that Changed my Life”
William F. Prindle, Korean War Pilot - Part 2 

By Michael Dattolico

Figure 9 Bill Prindle and his wife, Ardeth (ca 1950) 
courtesy Mrs. Ardeth Prindle Distelhorst.

'‘And now, for the rest of the story. ” (Paul Harvey’s 
famous radio tagline). After part one of this ar­
ticle was written about pilot William F. Prindle's 
Korea service, his widow, Ardeth Prindle 
Distelhorst, discovered additional correspondence 
that truly completes the lieutenant’s story. But no 
tale of love, nor a life taken too soon, is a one­
sided affair. This article tells of the manner that 
Ardeth and his mother learned of William Prindle’s 
death. It is a tribute to her choice to continue on to 
live a full, happy life "after Korea. ” Ardeth, now 
92 years young, is still sharp as a tack and a de­
lightful conversationalist. Here, now, is a glimpse 
into her life. ” - ed.

Figure 10 Ardeth, Bill, and a friend stepping out 
on the town.

Four days before Bill Prindle was shot down by a 
Russian MIG, he mailed the letter in figure 11 to his 
sister-in-law. In the letter, Bill spoke of how much he 
missed his wife and looked forward to returning home. 
Apparently he had become acutely aware of his mor­
tality, stating in the last line that “I will have to give up 
flying...as I have a strange feeling.”

8 Dec 1951

Dear Katy & Harold:

Well kids it will not be long before Xmas, I will be 
glad to see it come as it will mean I will be home 
soon after that.

Things are still about the same here as they have 
been in the past. I wish the hell it would [end] so 
these guys could come home.

I flew my 7 Is' mission today so I have only 24 
more to go then go home. I fly every mission I 
can get on as it puts me closer to Ardeth, and 
that is my desire from now on.



November 2009 55

Figure 11 This cover 
carried the last letter 
home from Lt. Bill 
Prindle.

It is about time I am to go back to Japan. I will try 
very hard to get your little tea set like the one I 
sent Ardeth.

Damn near had me a Mig 15 yesterday, but 
couldn’t get my sight on him long enough to fire 
at him. They had their turn today as they got on 
my tail and he did get me in his sights, and the 
next thing I saw were nice big cannon balls 
going by my wing. I shook him off my tail by 
diving straight down at about 700 m.p.h. 
Sometimes the little s—s come at you out of the 
sun and you can’t see them until they are on top 
of you firing, that is why we never put our tail 
into the sun unless we have to.

How is every thing on Butler Ave? How many 
divorces have there been since the one next 
door.

I can’t wait ‘til I see Kitten in her mink 
cape, that is all I think about anymore is 
her, boy what I have been missing for 7 
years. I have a lot to make up to her for. 
But I will try.

I think I will have to give up flying as 
much as I hate to. It has been a lot of fun 
but will have to stop sometime as I have 
a strange feeling.

See you both soon.

BUI

Bill Prindle’s fear was confirmed on 15 
December in the telegram no one ever 
wants to receive. It was sent to Frances 
Prindle, the Lieutenant’s mother (figure 
12).

The telegram was followed-up with an elegant letter 
of regret written by John McCormick, USAF Major 
General (figure 13).

Ardeth also kept the newspaper notice which read:

Death Overtook Local Flier As He Neared
Safety in Korea (n.d.)

WITH U.S. 5™ AIR FORCE, KOREA, DEC. 15— 
(DELAYED IN CENSORSHIP)—(AP)—He 
almost made it back to base.

Lt. William F. Prindle, 30, Sabre jet pilot, had 
flown more than 70 missions in the Korean war 
before death overtook him a quarter-miles from 
the end of a combat flight over MIG Alley in 
North Korea.

•:tci2g
!-X GOVT PD*FAX WASHINGTON DC 17 255P’

MRS FRANCIS B PRINDLE-, REPORT DELIVERY"

,2007 EAST 5 AVE COLUMBUS OH|(V

IS WITH DEEP REGRET THAT I OFFICIALLY INFORM YOU OF

THE DEATH OF YOUR SON FIRST LIEUTENANT WILLIAM F PRINDLE. 
HE WAS KILLED ON 15 DECEMBER 1951 AS THE RESULT 0F_ 
PARTICIPATING IN KOREAN OPERATIONS* A LETTER CONTAINING 

FURTHER DETAILS »fLL BE FORWARDED TO YOU AT THE EARLIEST 

POSSIBLE DATE. PLEASE ACCEPT MY SINCERE SYMPATHY IN THIS 
HOUR OF GRIEF" , .«

■MAJOR GENERAL JOHN H MCCORMICK DIRECTOR OF MIL I 
PERSONNEL HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE*

Figure 12 Telegram notifying Bill s mother of his death.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

WASHINGTON 23, D. C.

27 December 1951

Mrs. Francis B. Prindle
200? East Fifth Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio

Dear Mrs. Prindle:

I sincerely regret that in writing this letter I must confirm 
the recent message announcing the sad news of the death of your son, 
First Lieutenant ’.Villiam F. Prindle.

Cur report states that Lieutenant Prindle was killed on 
15 December 1951, as the result of participating in Korean opera­
tions. lour son was the pilot of a military aircraft on a combat 
mission over Korea. During this mission his plane was hit by enemy 
gunfire and he unsuccessfully parachuted from the disabled aircraft.

Your son's remains will be interred in Korea, since the present 
emergency prevents their return at this time. I wish tc assure you 
that ever;* effort is made to reverently inter the remains of our 
personnel in graves properly marked for future identification.

I am extremely sorry that this message dees not lighten the 
grief in your home. Please accept my deepest sympathy in your 
bereavement.

Sincerely yours,

JCHN H. McCCBIZCX
.Major General, USAF 
Director of Military Personnel

Figure 13 Letter of regret written by John McCormick, USAF 
Major General

Prindle, whose wife, Ardeth, 636 Butler Av, and 
parents, the Francis B. Prindles, 2007 E. 5th Av, 
live in Columbus, was flying wing man for the 
world’s greatest jet ace, Maj. George A. Davis, 
Jr., of Lubbock, Tex.

Davis has destroyed 12 enemy planes in air-to- 
air combat, nine of them MIG 15s. Prindle, 
assigned to protect the ace from surprise attack 
while Davis concentrated on offensive action, 
had not knocked down or damaged an enemy 
aircraft.

But his worth was realized, and appreciated. 
Davis, when congratulated after downing four 
MIGs in a single day, Dec. 13, pointed out it was 
teamwork that paid off, and urged that credit be 
given his wingmen.

In his last flight Prindle’s plane was damaged. He 
told Davis by intercom he believed he could 
nurse it home. Approaching an air base, Prindle’s 
plane had dropped down to 800 feet altitude. He 
tried to put down the nosewheel for a landing. 
The jet went out of control into a dive.

He bailed out but the air currents had no time to 
fill his chute before he struck the ground—at the 
edge of the runway.

The family received official announcement of the

death earlier this month.

Lt. Prindle’s widow is employed at 
Lockbourne Air Force Base. She formerly 
worked at the Veteran’s Administration office 
here.

Nearly 60 years later, Ardeth still recalled the 
bitter sting of the experience in this remarkable 
letter to the author about receiving the news of 
her first husband’s death. It was typed in “cur­
sive” font on an old fashioned typewriter. What 
is special about Ardeth’s letter is that she writes 
not only of her devastation at the time, but how 
she went on to rebuild her own life.

The Telegram That Changed My Life

When I was 21 years of age, my father 
became ill and it was necessary for me to quit 
my employment with the Federal Govt, and 
manage the restaurant we owned. This is 
where I met Is* Lt. William F. Prindle. We 
married Nov. 7,1944, and I traveled around 
the United states with him, until he was 
ordered to Korea. I thought I would be an air 
force wife for the rest of my life. Bill was a 
Sabre jet pilot. He was wing man to Major 
George A. Davis Jr. the world’s greatest Jet 
Ace. Bill had flown 70 missions when his 
plane was hit. He brought the plane back to 

the base, as that was important to the Military. 
He was sent up the very next day, and his plane 
was hit again. He tried to nurse the plane home. 
It had dropped to 800 feet altitude, then went out 
of control, and Bill had to jump. His parachute 
did not open and he fell to his death in front of 
his buddies. He had brought the plane back to 
his home base!

The telegram telling me of his death came to my 
mother’s home where I was staying. When I 
came home from work at Lockbourne Air Base, 
my mother and sister were waiting to tell me the 
tragic news. What a shock! I thought my life had 
ended.

After a year of being a widow, my father and I 
built and opened a small grocery store and this is 
where I met my second husband, Elwood 
Distelhorst. His family owned and operated a 
dairy, and he came to sell his dairy products. 
Elwood was married to his first wife for seven 
years; I was married to Bill for seven years 
before his death. Do you suppose it was destiny 
that we meet? The telegram that changed my life 
was a tragedy, but the good Lord had something 
in store for me—a new life of happiness. I am a 
widow now for the second time. I am alone 
except for my little canine friend, Biscuit. I sit and
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reflect on my life and thank God HE was with me 
all the time. The Lord gave me a second chance 
to enjoy the great blessings of life.

The final gem to conclude this story is another 
beautifully typed letter that Ardeth wrote on Janu­
ary 31, 2009, titled “SPRING IS JUST AROUND 
THE CORNER.”

Michael,

I found some additional information you may be 
interested in. O.K. so you’re not supposed to 
end a sentence with a preposition!!!!

Bill was also stationed in Denver, Colorado at 
Lowry Field. I was with him and worked at the B- 
29 Plant there. And in Texas. I have wracked my 
brain and just plain cannot remember the city in 
which we were stationed. I worked for the 
Government there. I am calling Ted, his brother, 
and no doubt he will remember.

I think I said before, if 1 had not re-married, I 
probably would remember more. But that chapter 
of my life was closed, and I moved on after a 
period of grieving.

The Purple Heart that he received is long gone. 
(If I had not re-married I know I would still have 
it.) But I fell in love again and I praise the Lord 
for that.

The flag that was presented to me at the cem­
etery, when I remarried I gave it to my dear 
friend, Carole Ratcliff. At that time her name was 
Carole Ervin and she did my housework for me. 
We became dear friends, and she cherishes the 
flag.

I enclosed the articles by Dear Abby and Ann 
Landers, which led me to apply for DIC/ELIG 
pension because of Bill’s death. I could have ... 
been receiving the pension from 1984 when my 
second husband died, but was unaware that I 
was eligible until I read these articles. I applied 
and the pension started in February 2000.1 am 
not complaining as it is a God-Send. This 
information is not applicable I suppose but 
thought you might be interested.

We were also stationed in Amarillo, Texas. Can’t 
remember the name of the base. I worked in a 
Govt, office there.

This is your laugh for the day. I received a letter 
from my sister, Kathryn. She was with her 
husband stationed somewhere in the west. She 
got a job (and she hated to work) in an egg 
candling plant. On the third day on the job, she 
candled the eggs, broke them and dropped many 
into the bucket down below. LO AND BEHOLD! 
NO BUCKET. She was fired!

Figure 14 Ardeth Prindle Distelhorst, ca. 1960

Respectfully,

ARDETH LEE STEWARD PRINDLE 
DISTELHORST PERIOD.

The author and La Posta editors wish to express our 
thanks to Mrs. Ardeth Prindle Distelhorst for sharing so 
graciously and eloquently her side of the story. It is rare 
to have a glimpse of both life on the front and life at 
home that is so well documented through postal history.

Colorado Postal History Society
Membership includes: U

• Journal ■ 5 Issues Per Year "Colorado Postal Historian"
• Including "Encyclopedia of Colorado Post Office Markings"

• Tracings of all recorded postal markings...
• A list of postmasters and appointment dates...
• A description of the town site and howto locate it.

• Two Meetings per Year
For More Information Contact: 
Roger Rydberg, CPHS Secretary 
354 So Nile St, Aurora, CO 80012 
rrydberg5@comcast.net

www.ColoradoPostalHistorySociety.com

mailto:rrydberg5@comcast.net
http://www.ColoradoPostalHistorySociety.com
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Reading Other People’s Mail
By Michael Nickel

St. Louis, Mo. Mar. 16, 1849 — St. Louis cancel #9 (Wagner and Semsrott) in red 
addressed to Winchester, Va.

St. Louis Mo, March 15th 1849

Dear Uncle,

I now set down to drop a few lines. I have 
attempted to write several times and my attention 
was soon called off to something else. We all 
enjoy excellent health in fine spirits & so we had 
a delightful time on the Ohio & Mississippi 
River. We staid over in Pittsburgh three days 
and there embarked on the fine steamer Niagara 
for St. Louis. When we left Uniontown we 
brought with us a small cannon, with the 
intention of saluting the cities along the River 
and taking it to California with us. On leaving 
Pittsburgh I over loaded it and on arriving in 
sight of Wheeling it exploded and like to have 
killed our Black Man Servant - who was stand­
ing some short distance off. I fired it with a tow 
mat and made good my retreat, which caused 
great Rejoicing among our men. Our next 
principal stopping place was Cincinnatti which is 
a splendid City. We stopped two days and took 
on board fifty two Passengers for California, all 
from one County in Ohio. In one and a half days 
we arrived at Louisville Kentuckey, which is a 
fine City, but a very bad place, a murder or knock 
down most every night - our next stopping place 
was Cairo, a town at the junction of the Ohio and 

Mississippi. The houses are principally built on 
flat boats. Some five years ago the whole town 
was swept over and washed away by the Great 
freshet. Since then no houses have been built, 
only on Boats. On arriving at these Cities Geo E 
Boston and myself were the first two to jump on 
shore, and we would wander through every 
street and alley in the place before going on 
board the Boat - which we allways found 
waiting for us. In two days we Landed at St. 
Louis with two hundred passengers most of 
whom were for California. St. Louis is a large 
City most as large as Baltimore and the dirtiest 
place I ever saw. The streets are very narrow 
and a foot deep in mud. The Levy is a mile and a 
half long and more than a hundred Steam Boats. 
Along side the Gold Fever rages here to high 
water mark. Muskets, Bowey Knives & Pistols 
are all that’s hung up in front of store doors. 
The Cholera is pretty Bad yet. Nine cases 
reported yesterday. One man died next door our 
stopping place. His Bed and clothes are hanging 
on our back fence to Air! Another man passed 
the door in a furniture Wagon for the Hospital. I 
stopt the wagon to look at him. He set on the 
middle seat like an old chicken on his roost. 
Another man died on a steam Boat this morning 
that came from new Orleans. Mules are very 
scarce in St. Louis and selling for one hundred 
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dollars apiece. This morning we bought two 
wagons, and are going to put five mules in each. 
The Spring is rather backward this season and 
we cannot get off as soon as we expected. We 
intend starting from St. Joseph about five 
hundred & fifty from here up the Missouri River. 
We intend leaving there about the tenth or 
fifteenth of April. We will leave St. Louis about 
the 23rd for Independence where we will stop a 
few days, and I will look for a letter there from 
Winchester. A person form the least remote Idia 
of the Trouble & so of getting ready for a 
California expedition untile they have some 
experiance on the subject -1 would advise all 
Parties going, to go in small units of about ten or 
twelve. They will find plenty of company on the 
road also in California. Our Baggage and 
Provisions weigh about four thousand, our 
wagons are suficient to carry twenty five 
hundred apiece. Some of us are going to have a 
mule between two of us, and when we get to the 
mormon settlement we are going to buy Indian 
Ponys. The news today is somewhat 
unfavourable, but we do not beleeve any thing 

untile we get there and see for our selves. We 
have procured every thing that can posibly make 
us comfortable. You may all consider this a 
family letter for I cannot write to all of you. I 
wrote to Pap afew days ago, and have been 
looking for a letter by every Steam Boat since I 
arrived in St. Louis and have not received one 
since Boston arrived in Uniontown. When we 
get to Independence we will have more time to 
write. The reason we start from St. Joseph, it is 
further north and the Road erases nearer the 
head waters of the Rivers & so which are of 
course more fordable in the spring of the year. 
Excuse haste & pleas make my Regards to all the 
neighbors.

With due Regard

Rob Sharp Esq

R.R. Brown

Winchester

Va.

Two New 
La Posta 
E-books 

Now 
Available

Richard W. Helbock

Prexie Postal History and Passed by Army Censor are now available in 
E-book format with the added feature of color illustrations.

The price for these and other La Posta E-books is just $17.50 each, 
postpaid world wide.

To order, send your check to La Posta Publications, 33470 Chinook 
Plaza, Suite #216, Scappoose, OR 97056, or order on-line at 

http://www.la-posta.com/images/ebooks.htm 
where you can pay by credit card through Pay Pal.

http://www.la-posta.com/images/ebooks.htm
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The Post Offices of Wayne County, Kentucky
Part!

By Robert M. Rennick

Fleeing his native Scotland for a new life in America 
James Craig McKechnie, a millwright and carpenter, 
brought his wife Annie (nee Rankin) and their family 
to the mouth of Elk Spring Creek (of Beaver). Here, 
with Job Kerns, he built a grain mill and soon (ca. 
early 1880s) founded a community he named Paisley 
for his home town seven miles west of Glasgow. On 
April 17,1886 his son James, Jr. (ne 1851) established 
the Paisley [pays/lee, payz/lee] post office to serve 
his family’s mill and nearby Jock Rankin’s mill on 
Beaver.

Sometime later the office was moved south to a site 
on Isbell Branch of Elk Spring Creek, half a mile east 
of Beaver and two miles southwest of Monticello, 
where, by 1909, it was serving a community also 
known as Needmore. When the office closed in 
March 1918 the community it served assumed the 
name of its school, Number One, which it still bears 
interchangeably with Ellers Chapel for a nearby 
Methodist church on Ky 167, just south of the south­
west edge of Monticello. The school was on the west 
side of Ky 200, 200 yards west of the junction of Ky 
167 (between Isbell Branch and Missouri Hollow). 
According to the county’s early school numbering sys­
tem, it was the first to be established in Wayne, some­
time before 1840. It closed with consolidation in 195 8 
and its building was sold to the Jesus Name Church.

Sometime before the Civil War a Beaver Creek ox­
bow nearly five miles south of Monticello was settled 
as Pleasant Bend for the attractive view from that 
point. By the early 1890s the surrounding area was 
being drilled for oil and the locality at the neck was 
called Rhoda.

At least that name was given by Fountain Fox Cooper 
(1870-1955) in his Site Location Report for the post 
office established on May 2,1892 on (the present) Ky 
167, just north of the neck. But as Rhoda was then 
an Edmonson 
County post 
office, it was 
named Coo­
per [koop/ 
uhr] by the 
Miller Broth­
ers, in whose 

store it would be located, for their nephews Fount and 
Clem. For much of the twentieth century the post of­
fice served several stores. When it closed on Decem­
ber 31, 1975 it was in last postmaster Estil Fairchild’s 
grocery.

To accommodate the influx of oil drillers and their fami­
lies for the so-called “Cooper Pool” boom, the Oilton 
post office was established on July 22,1903 by Robert 
Edward Vickery. It was at the mouth of Beaver Creek’s 
Cooper Hollow (between Bertram and Sulphur Springs 
Mountains), one mile below (wnw of) Cooper. In 1907 
storekeeper William Charles Horton may have moved 
it less than one mile down the creek where it closed in 
mid August 1910. Residents of both sides don’t iden­
tify with Oilton now but say they live at Cooper where, 
till recently, they got their mail.

On the ridge25 between Beaver and Otter Creeks were 
the several sites of the Cabell [kaeb/uhl] post office. 
It was established by Charles A. Shelton on April 14, 
1888 just off (the present) Rte. 1546, at or near the 
site of the Wild Kitchen School, less than a mile south 
of the Lake Cumberland Boys Camp and a mile north 
of the Cabell Grove Methodist Church. In 1937 the 
office was moved to a site just south of the church, 
and a little later it was moved again, a short distance 
up the road. In 1948 Christopher Columbus Rhoades 
moved it three fourths of a mile to his store 0.4 miles 
west of Stockton Road and just south of the head of 
Beaver’s Shelton Branch, where it closed in 1954.

Whence the Cabell name has long been a mystery. 
None of the county’s historians know of any possible 
source. In the absence of any such area families they 
assume it was imported. One suggestion is that it hon­
ored the Confederate General William Lewis Cabell 
(1827-1911), a Danville, Virginia native and West Point 
graduate, who, after the war, practiced law in Dallas, 
Texas and served as that city’s mayor from 1874 to 
1882.

On April 10, 1901 William A. Cooper, Jr. established 
the Gar post office, named for a species of fish found 
in the Cumberland waters. The office was first located 
in the vicinity ofVaughn’s water-powered mill on Bea­
ver Creek, half a mile above its Otter confluence, and 
four miles south of the river. It was later moved by 
Preston B. (“Pet”) Cooper a short distance east to his 
home where he maintained it through August 1925. Its 
sites are now in the Beaver embayment.
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Post Offices in the Elk Spring Valley (of Beaver 
Creek)

There’s long been a lack of agreement on the eastern 
limits of this valley.Some place it at the spring at the 
mouth of Burnett Hollow, only six miles southeast of 
its Beaver Creek confluence (at Monticello’s south­
west comer); others extend it two miles east to the 
mouth of Burfield Hollow (at Barrier). In any event, 
no stream courses through most of it; it’s character­
ized by a number of springs including those at the site 
of Monticello which influenced that town’s initial settle­

ment and founding. The valley is said to have been 
named by its earliest settlers, perhaps by James Ingram 
(1761-1854), for the many springs to which elk would 
come to drink. One spring in particular, considered by 
some to be the valley’s source, was just west of 
Ingram’s old home, half a mile south of Ky 92 (the 
road extending through most of the valley to Monticello 
where the valley is joined by the Elk Spring Creek for 
its passage to the Beaver confluence.)
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Barrier, a hamlet with a couple of stores and a num­
ber of homes, centers at the junction of 92 and 1479, 
at the mouth of Burfield Hollow, seven miles south­
east of Monticello. It was served from June 25, 1902 
to 1974 by the Barrier post office and was named for 
the area descendants of the Rev. Richard Barrier 
(1768-1854), a South Carolinian who lived and 
preached in the nearby Concord neighborhood. Its first 
postmaster Ephraim Miller was succeeded in turn by 
several Barriers and the post office occupied at least 
three vicinity sites, the most recent in one of the local 
stores.

For two miles the Burfield Hollow per se extends 
roughly from the Burfield post office to a point just 
below (northeast of) the Big Spring Church where its 
stream disappears. It re-emerges at a point some three 
fourths of a mile south of 92 and disappears again just 
short of that road at the last Barrier post office site. 
Extending up the hollow to the Burfield post office is 
the 3 */2 mile long paved Rte. 1479. Beyond that point 
the road extends as the Blue Hole Hollow Road along 
another intermittent stream past the Blue Hole, two 
miles above the post office. This is a three-fourths of 
an acre sink hole with no visible inlet, and so deep its 
bottom can’t be fathomed. The Burfield Hollow was 
probably named for a field of cockleburs by an ever­
lasting spring near the Big Spring School. The Burfield 
post office was established here on August 11,1904 
with Abijah Burnett, postmaster. The vicinity may then 
have been called Hunter, the first name proposed for 
the post office. After several short moves the office 
closed in mid February 1955, half a mile south of its 
original site and just west of the head of Johnson Fork 
of Kennedys Creek.

After the discovery of oil in 
Elk Spring Valley around 
1900 a 2 !6 mile section of 
the valley came to be known 
as Oil Valley. Even though 
oil production is a thing of 
the past the two names still 
interchangeably identify that 

section, Oil Valley officially and Elk Spring Valley lo­
cally. The Oil Valley post office was established on 
May 24, 1904 by storekeeper Stephen C. Dobbs at a 
site acquired from Perry Ingram of the family that had 
settled there before 1800. This was at the southwest 
comer of the junction of (the present) Ky 92 and the 
Burnett Hollow Road (just across 92 from the Oil Val­
ley Church of Christ, two miles west of Barrier, and 
five miles southeast of Monticello.)26 Probably in Janu­
ary 1910, when Elmer Denney became postmaster, 
the office was moved across what became Ky 92 to 
the site of the current Dobbs’ Store just above the 
church (built in 1912). The post office closed on May 
31,1914.

The short-lived Shoemaker post office (February 9, 
1911 through February 1912) was operated by and 
named for Isaac Preston Shoemaker (1866-1961), the 
local storekeeper on (the present) 1258, at the west­
ern edge of the valley, 2 16 miles north of Sumpter and 
1.3 miles from Ky 92.

Post Offices on Otter Creek and its Branches

This major Wayne County stream heads about half a 
mile southwest of the Sandy Valley Church, 2 !6 miles 
south of Slickford. It meets Beaver Creek half a mile 
from the Russell County line, and then joins the pre­
impoundment Cumberland River 1.8 miles within 
Russell. It was identified as such on Elihu Barker’s 
1795 Kentucky map and was probably named for the 
animals found there in pioneer days.27 Thirteen post 
offices served its watershed.

The first Otter Creek post office was Berry, estab­
lished on February 10, 1830 by George Berry. It’s be­
lieved to have been just west of the creek, probably on 
the Zula Hill, at or near the site of the later Wait post 
office. In February 1834 Berry had its name changed 
to Newberry by which name it was listed in Collins’ 
1874 history as a village, though it had lost its post 
office in July 1863.

The Wait post office was established on January 25, 
1898 by James J. Lorton who had a store in the vicin­
ity of the Wait School on the south side of the old Al­
bany Road, half a mile north of the current Ky 90, and 
one fourth of a mile west of Otter Creek. This is be­
lieved to have been the first site of the post office 
though for some reason Lorton declined to assume 
the postmastership and, on April 7, it was filled by Hiram 
H. Guffey.28 In 1905 William A. Dabney had the of­
fice moved 650 yards south to a site one mile west of 
the creek to serve a thickly settled area on the direct 
route between Monticello and Albany (Clinton County’s 
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seat and leading town). No one knows Wait’s name 
source though it obviously inspired some local humor 
especially with its proximity to Stop (see below).

But the Wait name is now virtually a memory. The 
post office closed in December 1913, and though the 
local school continued as Wait till 1964, the neighbor­
hood both served has been known since World War 
Two as Happy Top. This name is also underived though 
it too has inspired humorous accounts.29

In 1882, or shortly thereafter, Thomas Jones of Clinton 
County built a grist and flour mill at the end of an Otter 
Creek bend near the old Ky 90 Bridge. For some years 
it was run by his son Washington R. (called “Ramey”) 
at whose nearby store, called simply Ramey, was es­
tablished the Zula post office on November 16,1901.

Ramey, its first postmaster, is said to have named it 
for Zula Frost, the ten year old daughter of neighbors 
Grant and Juliane Frost.30

The mill closed in 1948 when the Federal Government 
acquired the lower Otter Creek for its new Lake 
Cumberland backfill. George M. Duncan then had the 
store and post office moved half a mile up old 90 to a 
site south and west of the creek (and 10.3 miles wsw 
of Monticello.) Here it served two stores, the High­
way Holiness Church, and a number of homes till it 
closed in December 1975 with its papers sent to the 
Alpha post office, then in Clinton County, 2 A miles 
west.31

Alpha was less than half a mile within Clinton County, 
0.2 miles south of new 90. It was established on Janu­
ary 28, 1852 and named by its first postmaster John 
M. Davis for his wife Alpha Caroline Brooks 1822- 
1890). After an intermittent operation the office was 
moved in December 1975 by its then postmaster Mrs. 
Thelma Ragan from the late Marion Perdue’s grocery

to a point in Wayne County midway between its Clinton 
County site and Zula to replace the latter when it 
closed. It retains the Alpha name and is now one of 
Wayne’s two extant post offices, on the Old 90 Loop, 
one fourth of a mile from the Clinton line.

Sometime in the early nineteenth century Revolution­
ary War veteran Jesse Powers (ne 1759) may have 
settled in the upper Otter Creek valley. His son Char­

ley certainly did. Charley’s son Daniel L. 
(1818-1899) had a store just west of Car­
penters Fork and half a mile south of its 
Otter confluence where he established the 
Powersburg [paerz/bergh, paer/uhs/bergh, 
pahrz/bergh] post office on August 4,1876. 
In 1889 he was succeeded by his son 
Millard Fillmore (“Doc”) Powers, a licensed 
pharmacist, who ran the office till 1914. In 
1894 the terminal “h” was dropped by the 
Post Office Department, and as 
Powersburg the office occupied several 
vicinity sites till March 1972. Its last site, to 
which it was moved in the fall of 1956, when

Eva Hurt became postmaster, was the Hurts Brothers 
Grocery, one fourth of a mile south of the Powers Store, 
onKy200, 123/4 miles southwest of Monticello.

Two More Carpenters Fork Post Offices

This 5.3 mile long intermittent stream heads just above 
(southwest of) the Blowing Cave, midway between 
Sunnybrook and Sandclift. It was so identified at least 
by 1815-16 and named for William Carpenter (ne 
1759), a Virginia-born Revolutionary War veteran, who 
is said to have settled on it around 1800.

At the mouth of Carpenter Fork’s Bertram Hollow, 
four miles above south of) Powersburg and one mile 
north of the Blowing Cave, was Carter D. “Dee” 
Dalton’s store. Here Dalton established a post office 
on July 21,1887 he would name for his daughter Dora 
(Dory was then in use in Clay County). Instead he 
called it Sunnybrook for the perceived sunshine on 
the stream’s waters. In 1914 “Dee” was succeeded 
by Dora’s husband Omar D. Bertram, a descendant 
of William Bertram (ne North Carolina in 1748), the 
area’s first settler and the hollow’s name source. For
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years, till it closed in September 1983, the office was 
in the Bertram store on (the present) Ky 200, 15 % 
miles ssw of Monticello. From March 31, 1952 till it 
closed the office was maintained by Omar and Dora’s 
daughter Flora Bertram while the store was operated 
by her brother Robert till his death in January 1983.32 

On Ky 200, a little over a mile south of Powersburg 
(and 100 yards south of the mouth of Tuggle Hollow) 
was storekeeper Wesley Denney’s short-lived (June 
24, 1904 through August 1907) Lonerock post of­
fice. It referred to the lone sandstone boulder, 1620 
feet high, at the southwest end of Ben’s Cliff, three 
fourths of a mile northeast.33

Back to Otter Creek

On June 23, 1892 Carter T. Denney established the 
Slickford post office at the mouth of Hog Hollow, 
two miles up Otter from its Carpenters confluence. 
The large flat rocks in the creek there were so slick 
that horses and pedestrians alike would slip on them 
as they forded the creek. Soon 
the office was serving a couple 
of stores, Brown’s saw and flour 
mill, some oil drillings, and other 
businesses. Around 1896 Denney 
moved the office 0.6 miles up the 
creek, to the mouth of Dry Hol­
low (about fifteen miles ssw of
Monticello) where it served Thomas Powers and the 
Kennedy’s store. Ewing Kennedy and Osby Davis 
were its next postmasters. In July 1932 Osby’s widow 
Ina (later Mrs. Steams) took over the post office and 
store, running the former till it closed in 1956 and main­
taining the store for at least another twenty years. The 
original Slickford post office was in the vicinity of the 
local school and the Slickford Pump Station, now gone, 
which for years has been known as Old Slickford.

John H. Dalton, a local storekeeper serving an area 
east(of Otter Creek and just north of its Harmon Hol­
low, sought a unique name for his new post office. 
Consulting his dictionary he came across the word 
Hidalgo [heye/dael/ghohl, meaning a Spanish noble­

man, and opened this post office on January 24,1895. 
From 1929 till it closed in July 1975 the office was in 
Allen B. Shearer’s store on (the present) Ky 200, 0.2 
miles southwest of its junction with Ky 834,0.3 miles 
east of Otter Creek, 2.4 miles north of Powersburg, 
and 10.4 miles southwest of Monticello. Shearer’s wife 
LaDona was its last regular postmaster from August 
10,1929 till her retirement in November 1974.

Gap Creek, one of Otter’s main branches, had its 
own post office, in this name. This intermittent stream 
heads in a pond on 
Clinton County’s 
Poplar Mountain, 
two miles north­
east of Savage 
and extends 
seven miles 
roughly northeast 
to Otter, just north 
of the Zula post office. It was so-called for some­
where near its source it flows through a Poplar Moun­
tain gap. On May 9,1879 John H. Shearer established 
the Gap Creek (which became Gapcreek in 1893.) 
By the turn of the century it was serving one or more 
stores, a flour mill, tannery, livestock, and other busi­
nesses on the creek, about half a mile from the Clinton 
County line. Several postmasters later, in late Decem­
ber 1913, another storekeeper William R. Kelsay as­
sumed charge of the office and moved it to his store 
on (the present) Ky 696 (that parallels the creek), just 
above the mouth of Tanyard Hollow. On his retire­
ment in November 1952 he was succeeded by his wife 
Alice who herself retired in November 1967 when the 
post office closed.

Then there was the aptly named but virtually unrecalled 
Elmwood post office maintained from November 2, 
1889 through April 1896 by John S. Vaughn at an un­
certain site. It was either on the west side of Beaver 
Creek, three miles up from the river, or on the west 
bank of Otter, just south of the Russell County line and 
14 miles ene of the Wayne-Clinton-Russell Counties 
convergence. In either case the site is probably now 
under water. According to Vaughn’s Site Location 
Report his first proposed name for the office was Cora. 

The equally unrecalled and inexplicably named Dryden 
post office may have occupied three sites in (the 
present) Otter Creek embayment, in the vicinity of the 
mouth of Bell Branch, one mile southeast of the con­
vergence. It was maintained, in turn, by Samuel H. 
Anderson, ElihueGraham, andNonaA. Bell fromApril 
14, 1888 through June 1916.
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Post Offices on Old and New Ky 90

The 136 mile long (new) Ky 90 extends between US 
25W in Whitley County (eleven miles southwest of 
Corbin) and 1-65 at Cave City in Barren County. Nine 
Wayne County post offices served both its new and old 
routes. The old 90 route, at least between the 
Cumberland River and Monticello, followed an old In­
dian and wagon trail through the aptly named, 14 mile 
long, Gap of the Ridge.

Just south of the Gap on the old road was the Oak 
Forest post office established on July 16, 1842 by the 
Rev. Stephen Scott. On December 19, 1851 Charles 
H. Buster moved the office about a mile southwest to 
serve a community settled before 1800 by Revolution­
ary War veterans and named for Baron Friedrich von 
Steuben (1730-1794), the Prussian trainer of George 
Washington’s troops. The post office name was then 
changed to Steubenville. It closed on February 13, 
1854 but was re-established on May 29, 1871 by Jo­
seph A. Bohan. The community may then have been 
called Pleasant Grove for the local church till 1894 
when the church became Steubenville Baptist. Some 
time in the 1890s the post office was moved to its third 
site in the Richardson Grocery across old 90 from the 
church just south of (the present) 90/ 1808 junction, 
300 yards east of new 90, and 4 14 miles northeast of 
Monticello, where it was suspended in October 1992.

Somewhere on old 90 (following the old route between 
Monticello and Somerset), one mile north of Meadow 
Creek and nearly ten miles northeast of Monticello, 
Stephen A. Weaver established the Weaverton post 
office on December 3, 1859. It operated intermittently 
in at least two locations until it closed in mid January 
1887. Sometime before it closed it’s said to have been 
moved nearly 1 14 miles southwest to what has been 
called “The Red Brick Building” at what was later called 
“The Crossroads”.34

postmaster Luid Estil Brown moved the office to his 
store in the Red Brick Building (814 miles northeast of 
Monticello). In 1956 Grace (Mrs. Orville) Poore 
moved it 0.4 miles back up old 90 to another store 
where it closed in 1983.

Some three to four miles northeast (up new 90) from 
the Crossroads were the several sites of the Frazer 
post office. It was established by storekeeper Samuel 
H. Frazer on February 10, 1880 near the site of the 
New Salem Baptist Church, just north of the road. 
Though the first proposed name was Otis, the office 
was named for James K. Polk Frazer (ne July 22,1948), 
a resident who practiced law in Monticello (twelve 
miles southwest) and had just been appointed Wayne 
County Attorney. The office closed in May 1883 but 
was re-opened the following April by another store­
keeper Joseph L. Shadoan and moved to his Dry 
Springs store a few hundred yards south. By 1912 it 
may have been moved again to a site by the old Frazer 
School (marked Frazer on the 1920s and early 30s 
maps). In 1935 Mrs. Ninie Cowan had it moved to 
what, for some years, had been known as North 
Frazer where it remained, as Frazer, till its suspen­
sion in October 1992. The distinction between Frazer 
and North Frazer has since disappeared and the whole 
one mile long stretch from the Tuttles Chapel Method­
ist Church northeast to the several stores on old and 
new 90,at the junction of 90 and Rte. 1568, is now 
simply Frazer.35

It was not, however, till July 20,1929 that an­
other post office was established to serve this 
area. John R. Wright, a builder and cabinet 
maker, opened a post office on old 90, half a 
mile northeast of the Crossroads, just below 
the junction of 90 and Carr Road. Three names 
were submitted by his son Alfred: 
Wrightsville, Green Valley (his prefer­
ence), and Touristville, and the third was 
selected. In retrospect, that name was aptly 
applied for it was Wright’s intention to capi­
talize on the developing tourist trade in nearby 
Mill Springs (114 miles northwest, up the pre 
rerouted old 90). On January 15, 1939 then
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For some four miles a stretch of Ky 90 southwest of 
Monticello extends through what’s long been called 
Halls Valley. For much of the nineteenth century this 
valley was owned by its first resident Hiram T. Hall 
(1811-1878) whose spacious mansion was north of 90, 
in the vicinity of the now extinct Hall Valley School.

The first of several post offices to serve the valley 
between Susie and Beaver Creek may have been 
North Hill. Unknown to county historians it’s believed 
to have been operated by John McBeath from Febru­
ary 7, 1854 through July 1863 somewhere in the Slat 
area.

A second post office was established by storekeeper 
Joshua Berry on July 14, 1864 as Berryville. Joshua 
(ne 1834) was the son of George B. Berry who had 
the old Berry-Newberry post office on Beaver Creek 
(see above).36 From February 1866 through Novem­
ber 1877 Hiram Hall was postmaster. On April 21, 
1879 then postmaster Samuel L. Brammer had it re­
named North Hill and may have moved it 24 miles 
southwest to a point one mile north of Otter Creek. 
But it closed in mid November.

After Hiram’s death in 1878 his heirs sold the family 
store to the Rev. Will Alex Hopkins, a Baptist preacher, 
who, on May 17,1882, reopened the local post office 
as Alex. In 1887 Hopkins sold out to Abraham (Buck) 
Owens and moved to Missouri. Owens maintained the 
office till 1902 and then Thomas M. Shearer operated 
it through August 1915. The post office-store was on 
(the present) Ky 858 (the so-called Bethesda-Hall 
Valley Road), half a mile east of Ky 90 and about six 
miles southwest of Monticello.

The Susie post office was established, probably by 
storekeeper Wilhite I. Denney, to serve the 
Mullentown Neighborhood centering on a school 
and church of that name on (the present) Ky 834, a 
little over a mile north of 90. The Mullentown name 
may go back to the 1840s when it was applied to the 
school and probably refers to the plants growing wild 
in area fields. The office opened on January 12, 1892 
with Theodore H. Denney, postmaster. From July 1906 
till he retired in April 1944 the post office was main- 
tained-by Abington Armstrong (“Strongie”) Lloyd who 
was succeeded by its third and last postmaster Eva 
M. Cross. Whence Susie is not known. It’s believed 
by some to have been named for one of Hiram Hall’s 
two daughters, Susan Rachel (1863-1952) who mar­
ried a Stone. Or it could have been named for Strongie’s 
wife Nannie S. (nee Rankin). In any event it was moved 
in 1914 to a site on (the present) 90, just west of its 

834 junction and east of the Old Glory School and 
Church where, several vicinity moves later, it closed 
in November 1954. Since the move, the Mullentown 
vicinity has been referred to as Old Susie.

Another little recalled post office was Danohue. At 
least this was its Post Office Department spelling 
though, in retrospect, its preferred pronunciation has 
been dahn/uh/hoh or, sometimes, dahn/uh/yu suggest­
ing the preferred local spelling Donahoe or Donahue. 
Anyhow, it no longer has any relevance to area resi­
dents. And its name derivation is not known. We’re 
not even sure where it was. Its only postmaster Barton 
C. Huffaker first lived at the head of Otter Creek’s 
Simpson Branch. Thus, when it was established on 
April 19, 1911, it would serve a rural neighborhood a 
mile or so south of what would become Highway.90 In 
December 1914, according to his Site Location Re­
port, Huffaker moved the office three air miles north 
to a site 1 ’/z miles northwest of Bethesda, four miles 
east of Muri, and five miles south of Monticello. Sev­
eral early twentieth century maps show it at the junc­
tion of 90 and 834 where we know Susie had been 
moved to in 1914. After Danohue closed in mid March 
1918 Huffaker moved to Betsy where he became its 
postmaster in December 1927.

The many paling 
(or picket) 
fences along the 
road, in the 
northwestern 
end of Halls Val­
ley, gave the 
name to the post 
office of Slat
when it was established on February 26,1907 by store­
keeper Leander (Lee) Brake. Till it closed in mid De­
cember 1913 it was at the junction of 90 and (the 
present) Rte. 1546, just southwest of the (later) New 
Charity Church. On October 1, 1929 Mrs. Lurtie 
Brammer had the office re-opened 0.7 miles up 90, a 
site about four miles southwest of Monticello, and here 
it closed for good on November 26, 1954 (the same 
day as Susie, 3 ’/z miles southwest.)

Three Post Offices on Ky 92

Kentucky 92 extends through several counties from a 
point on US 27, about one mile south of Whitley City, 
to Ky 55,3 '/z miles south of Columbia. It meets Ky 90 
at the square in Monticello. Three Wayne County post 
offices were on its route.
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The little recalled Coffey’s Spring was operated by 
John W. Cook from September 29,1879 through Janu­
ary 1884 on a road that may have become 92, at a site 
just short of the Russell County line and 5 !4 miles 
northwest of Parnell. It was named for a good drink­
ing water source just yards from the road on land 
owned by one of the county’s several Coffey families. 
Isaac Frealy’s Clyde post office (see Russell County) 
would later serve this vicinity.

The Parnell 
post office, 
named for 
Riley Parnell 
or his local 
family, occu­
pied two 
stores at a 
single site on 
(the present) 
Ky 92, 0.4 
miles east of 
its junction with (the present) Ky 674. It was estab­
lished on May 12, 1881 with Henry F. Lee, its first 
postmaster, to serve a small village around Kelsay’s 
Mills, the first name proposed for it. Though the of­
fice closed on September 30,1959, Parnell is still ap­
plied to the community centered at the junction (about 
seven miles northeast of Monticello), with two stores 
(opened since 1959) and three churches catering to 
visitors at the nearby Beaver Lodge and Boat Dock.37 

Two miles east of the Parnell post office site was John 
Henderson Twyford’s Swifton post office. According 
to his family’s tradition, Civil War veteran William 
Twyford returned to Wayne County from a Union 
prison camp near Chicago, married the wife of a de­
ceased relative and later, with his brother John, opened 
a store several miles south of Eadsville and the 
Cumberland River. After two years William sold his 
share to John who, on June 25, 1902, established the 
post office said to have been named for the Arkansas 
home town of one of William’s army or prison bud­
dies. The post office and store closed in mid May 1911, 
but John later reopened the store, running it till the late 
1920s. There’s nothing at the site now and area resi­
dents don’t even know the Swifton name.38

Post Offices on or Just Off Ky 200

In addition to Paisley, Bethesda, Hidalgo, Powersburg, 
and Sunnybrook, already discussed, two other post 
offices served residents of this eighteen mile long high­

way between Ky 167 (1 miles southwest of 
Monticello) and the Tennessee line, one mile south of 
Sandclift.

For about five miles the road extends through the non­
stream drained Shearer Valley from Taylor Moun­
tain to Halls Valley, north of Bethesda, and between 
Taylor 
Ridge and 
Koontz 
Mountain 
(west) and 
Criswell 
and Pilot 
Mountains 
(east).
This valley was first settled around 1812 by William 
Christian Shearer, Jr. (1760-184?) and his family from 
Ashe County, North Carolina. One of his seventeen 
children Daniel (1791-1865) was later to own the en­
tire valley.39 On August 4, 1876 Daniel’s daughter 
Cassandra Huffaker established the Shearer Valley 
[sheer, shee/uhr, shehr/uh, shehr/uhr] post office in her 
father’s home on the road that became 200, about 500 
yards south of the Shearer Valley Church of Christ, 
six miles southwest of Monticello. The post office 
closed on May 31, 1908, but another Shearer Valley 
post office operated between June 19,1937 and March 
11, 1955 in a store a little over a mile south (2 3A mile 
north of) Hidalgo. Chester W. Upchurch was the sec­
ond Shearer Valley’s first postmaster. Though the 
offices are no more the valley and neighborhood are 
still populated and centered at the extant church.

Serving the aptly named Chestnut Grove Neigh­
borhood, now centered at the C.R. Bertram store on 
200, was the Sandclift post office.40 The post office, 
however, was 1 !6 miles south of the store and the 
Chestnut Grove Church sites, in a small grocery by 
the John Lester home, at the end of a dirt road half a 
mile east of200 and half a mile north of Bald Rock. It 
was named for the large sandstone cliff just south of 
Lester’s where, by the 1970s, construction rock was 
still being quarried. With John and his son Willie its 
only postmasters the office operated between Decem­
ber 21, 1921 and mid October 1953. The Sandclift 
name was applied only to the post office. Then, as 
now, the neighborhood has been Chestnut Grove.
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covers, and other stampless collectors as well. 
To order, contact

Jean Walton, 125 Turtieback Rd., Califon, NJ
07830 

email NJPostalHistory@aol.com 
Order form available on our website at 

http://members.aol.com/njpostalhistory/phsindex 
.htm

^Exotic destinations from Aden and 
Afghanistan to Yemen and Zanzibar

^'Surface mail to Colombia, 1942 
^Cards to liberated nations, 1944-1945

Mail to Japan, 1946-1947

Lawrence Sherman, M.D. 
5365 Caminito Exquisito 
San Diego, CA 92130 

larrysherman@san.rr.com

United States Post Offices
Volume 8 - The Southeast

Now Available on CD

Complete searchable data base of 
all US post offices that have ever 

operated in Alabama, Florida, 
Georgia & South Carolina

Dates of Operation, County Location and 
Scarcity Index

Price to La Posta subscribers: $17.50 ppd.

Order by Mail or E-mail: 
helbock@la-posta.com 

Pay Pal accepted

La Posta Backnumbers
Backnumbers of La Posta may be purchased 
from:

Sherry Straley
1731 Howe Ave PMB 452 

Sacramento, CA 95825

An index of all backnumbers through Volume 
28 has been completed by Daniel Y. Meschter 
and is available on the La Posta website at 
www. la-posta. com.

To order backnumbers call Sherry at 916-359- 
1898, fax 916-359-1963 or send her an E-mail 
at sherry@4agent.org.

mailto:istory@aol.com
http://members.aol.com/njpostalhistory/phsindex
mailto:larrysherman@san.rr.com
mailto:helbock@la-posta.com
mailto:sherry@4agent.org
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We're paying

Immediate Cash
for your POSTAL HISTORY, 
interesting letters & 
correspondences 
ephemera and 
more! Read on:

United States 
& Worldwide 
Postal History

WANTED! General 
U.S. & foreign postal 
history at least 50 
years old—including 
manuscripts, paper 
Americana and cover
collections and accumulations. Free 
appraisals, quick decision, and we 
pay you immediately! We also pay all 
postage costs. Large accumulations 
welcome. Please: no photocopies, 
lists or stamps.

ALSO: We're now 
buying early U.S. 

TRAVEL 
BROCHURES!

Fred Schmitt 
Professional 
Philatelist

Photocopy Approval Service
U.S. and Worldwide, mostly20th 
Century, priced in the $10 to $200 
range. What can I offer?

www. fredschmitt. com
We'll 
ALWAYS

Member. Manuscript Society, ASDA, A PS, 
PTS (London), CSDA (Canada)

Investors Ltd
pay yOU International Postal History Specialists Since 1953 
full market P.O. Box 387-LaP-Northport NY 11768
Value. Phone: (631) 261 -6600 (24 hours)

Fax: (631) 261-7744 • E-Mail: fred@fredschmitt.com

U.S. Town Cancels
D.P.O.’s, machine, advertising, 
R.RO.’s and much more are fea­
tured in my free states pricelists. 
Which state may I send?

http://postalhistory.com 
P.O. Box 94822 

Las Vegas NV 89193 
(800) 594-3837 

FAX(888) 898-6123

r—————————————————
WANTED: MAIL ROBBERY, 

TERRORISM, UNUSUAL MAIL 
INTERRUPTIONS

I —tornadoes, hurricanes, volcanoes,
etc

Pouch Stolen by Bandits...
I

Contact Dr. Steven J. Berlin, 
12407 Dover Rd.

Reisterstown, Maryland 21136

Phone: 443-838-1546, E-rnail- 
DrSte venB erlin@y ahoo .com.

MEMBER: Wreck & Crash Mail Society

n 
I
I
I 
I
I
I 
I
I 
I
I 
I
I
I 
I
I 
I
I
I
I 
I
I
I
I 
I
I
I

USA POSTAL HISTORY
Colonial to Proxies: Maritime, Destinations, 

Expos, DPOs, Railroad, Territorial, CSA, 
Express, Possessions, & Military

Chicagopex
Arlington Heights, IL
November 20-22

STEPHEN T. TAYLOR
5 Glenbuck Road 
Surbiton, Surrey 

England KT6 6BS
Covers on Ebay: americaninbritain

Phone 01144-208-390-9357
Fax 01144-208-390-2235 
info@stephentaylor.co.uk 
www.stephentaylor.co.uk

Your American dealer in Britain

©

mailto:fred@fredschmitt.com
http://postalhistory.com
mailto:info@stephentaylor.co.uk
http://www.stephentaylor.co.uk


72 Whole Number 239

WANTED !!!
Have you seen these 
cancels anywhere?

Need missing year dates to 
complete catalog work.

DETROIT MARINE P.O. 
DETROIT RIVER STA.

Will pay top prices for 
clear franks on cards or 

covers.

Will accept Xerox copy of 
cancels needed & vou won't 
sell.

Pay $1.00 ea.+ postage

Non-philatelic material desired but 
will accept/buy either.

BOB QUINTERO 
22608 Poplar Ct.

Hazel Park,Ml 48030-1928 
248-546-0038 Qover@comcast.net

DK Enterprises
World-Wide Postal History

both commercial and philatelic

■ Censored, Military, Naval
• P.O.W., Internment Camp Mail
■ US/WW Postal History
■ US/WW Stamps and Collections
■ State/Federal/Foreign Revenues
• Always Buying. Let us know what you have.
■ Visa/Mastercard accepted
■ Free shipping on orders over $50.00

Visit my online store
http://www.dickkeiser.com

or inquire about what’s in stock. New items 
are constantly added to the website.

Email: stamps@dickkeiser.com
Dick Keiser

DK Enterprises
9960 Silverdale Way NW #11 

Silverdale, Wa 98383 
360.692.3818 

Store Hours: Mon - Sat 1030 to 1800

After hours. 360.271.9026

Visit La Posta's NEV/ On-line 
Cover Shop

http ://www. la-posta.com/Store/Cover%20Shop. htm

16 categories are up and running including:

Domestic Bases

U5 Navy Ships POW Covers

Special Delivery

Post Offices 
on Postcards

^NEW: Over 50 colorful WWII Patriotic Illustrated Covers"®
Shop using credit card through Paypal, or e-mail us your order direct and pay by check.

helbock@la-posta.com or lapostagal@hotmail.com

mailto:Qover@comcast.net
http://www.dickkeiser.com
mailto:stamps@dickkeiser.com
posta.com/Store/Cover%2520Shop
mailto:helbock@la-posta.com
mailto:lapostagal@hotmail.com
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Both Almost Out Of Print!
A PRICE GUIDE

TO U.S. A.P.O. 
CANCELS OF THE 
SECOND WORLD 

WAR

A Price Guide to U.S. A.P.0 
Cancels of the Second 
World War

By Jim Forte & Richard 
W. Helbock By Jim Forte & Richard W. Helbock $15.00

1996,136p, Softbound. Includes background text plus numeric listing, locations by 
date, rarity and demand scales, and pricing. A must for the World War II postal history 
student. This is another one of those rather amazing little books that become virtually 
priceless to the modem postal historian—especially the student of the soldiers mail 
from United States forces throughout the world during the Second World War.

Even if you’re only a casual collector of any form of U.S. wartime mail, you will 
find this book a constant invaluable reference.

NOTE: Fewer than 20 copies remain. Send for yours today!

Combat Infantry Mail:
A Catalog of Postmarks Used 
by World War H U.S
Infantry Divisions
By Richard W. Helbock $24.00

• ORDER FORM •
Quan. [Title: Price:

1991,152p, Sftbound. Covers each 
of the 72 combat divisions, five Air­
borne divisions and the Mountain In­
fantry division. Illustrates postmarks, 
location movements, APO numbers 
and much more. A great companion 
volume to the Forte and Helbock APO 
Priced Guide shown above.

Consider this: If you acquire this 
special book along with the U.S. 
A.P.O. Price Guide listed above, you

U.S. A.P.O. Price Guide 

Combat Infantry Mail

Shipping Additional:
TOTAL

__ Check Enclosed
Charge to:__ Visa__ MC__ Discover
Card No.__
Expire Date:

will have a one-two combination that will provide you with vital reference information 
on WW II military mails. We would not be understating things by saying that, if you 
have one you’ll need the other!

SPECIAL NOTE: Sendfor your copy today. Like the A.P.O. guide, there are fewer 
than 20 copies remaining in stock!

Please enter your credit card's
3-digit Security Code._______

Name:_______________
Street Address:----------------
City:-----------------------------
State:___ Zip Code:---------
Phone:____________Fax:.
Email:---------------------------

Shipping: $5.00 for 
the first book; $1.00 

L for each additional 
book.

Our customers regularly receive our full color 
newsletter packed with special offers four 
times each year. Be sure to go our site and 
sign up to receive it.

*$15 shipping for foreign orders.

NOTE: 
Illinois 
residents 
add 7% 
sales tax

Phone: (847) 462-9130
Email: jim@jameslee.com

www.JamesLee.com

mailto:jim@jameslee.com
http://www.JamesLee.com
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Searching for
HOLMES COUNTY, OHIO COVERS

= Stampless

Berlin - ms, CDS, and especially Straight Line Cancels on Stampless.
Baddow Pass Manning
Becks Mills Morgan Settlement*
Benton* Mount Hope*
Black Creek* Nashville*
Buena Vista before 16 Feb 1852 Paint Valley
Clark's* Palladium
Clark Pictoria
DeWitts Ridge Prarie*
Dino Salt Creek*
Doughty Saltillo
Drake’s* Special
Farmerstown Stilwell
Grade Trail
Hard Tuttleville*
Holmesville* Walnut Creek
Humpreys Villa* Walnutcreek 1895-06
Humpreyville Ward’s*
Jones Corner Winesburgh*
Killbuck*
Lakeville

Write/E-Mail Call: Larry Neal, 8650 Twp. Rd. 79 
Millersburg, OH 44654 (330) 674-0919 

larryln@valkyrie.net

Alaska Collectors Club
APS Affiliate #218

Dedicated to developing a wider interest in the study 
and preservation of Alaska’s Postal History.

We are a wide-ranging group of collectors who are 
interested in all aspects of the postal history of Alaska. 
From the first covers under United States ownership to 
the latest events, we try to cover the gamut of Alaska 

postal history.
Some of our features:

❖Quarterly Journal, The Alaskan Philatelist 
❖Auctions of Alaska material 
❖Fellowship with other Alaska collectors

Dues $15.00, information available from:

Eric Knapp
Secretary/Treasurer
4201 Folker Street, Unit 102 
Anchorage, AK 99508 -5377 
E-mail: eknapp@gci.net

ARIZONA-NEW
MEXICO

POSTAL HISTORY
SOCIETY

Seeks New Members, Who Seek New 
Material, New Information and New Friends

DUES $10 Annually

Receive “The Roadrunner”
Quarterly Newsletter

Trade Duplicates at Winter 
and Summer Meetings

j LN

IS8J

r«hi.

Contact: J. L. Meyer,

20112 West Point Dr.,

Riverside, CA 92507

ATTENTION
Postal History & Literature Dealers

Trade discounts are available on
United States Post Offices, Volumes 1-8, 

as well as other La Posta Publications.

WRITE OR CALL:

James E. Lee,
P.O. Drawer 36, 

Cary, IL 60013-0036 
Voice: 847-462-9130 
Fax: 847-462-9140

mailto:larryln@valkyrie.net
mailto:eknapp@gci.net
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The World’s Great Rarities Benefit 
from Philatelic Foundation Certificates 

Your Stamps and Covers Will, Too

T
he unique Ice House cover has been shrouded in secrecy for over 80 years - yet it was 
no mystery to the experts of The Philatelic Foundation. Recently our experts examined 
this legendary cover and we issued our Expert Opinion declaring it to be a genuine 
usage of the 1869 900 Lincoln Pictorial - the only known example on cover.

Why do savvy collectors and knowledgeable dealers turn to The Philatelic Foundation for 
their opinions? Because PF opinions are respected and add additional value to genuine stamps 
and covers. Simply put, many stamps and covers are worth more with a PF Certificate than 
without one.

Submit Your Stamps and Covers Today for a PF Certificate
The same experts who worked on the unique Ice House cover will examine your stamps 

and covers. These experts will access the same multimillion-dollar reference collection, apply 
decades of scholarship and issue an opinion you can trust.

Call 1-212-221-6555 or visit www.PhilatelicFoundation.org today to download a submission 
form. Fill out the one-page form and send it to us with your stamp or cover. Our experts will 
study your stamp or cover and return it to you (typically within 30 business days, often less) 
along with your certificate.

Reward yourself with the security of a Philatelic Foundation Certificate - 
the gold standard of philatelic certificates for over 60 years.

© The Philatelic Foundation
70 West 40th Street, 15th Floor 
New York, NY 10018
(212) 221-6555 
www.PhilatelicFoundation.org

http://www.PhilatelicFoundation.org
http://www.PhilatelicFoundation.org
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INTRODUCING EXPONET
THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL ON-LINE PHILATELIC EXHIBITION

EXPONET (http://www.exponet.info) is a virtual, non-competitive international philatelic exhibit with more than 380 entries. 
With EXPONET, collectors can present their postal history and stamp collections on-line. EXPONET was started in 2004, and is 
now an integral part of the philatelic web site JAPHILA. It is written in English, and also translated into several other languages. 
It has been viewed by 2 million visitors so far!

The aim of EXPONET is to provide a permanent presentation of high quality philatelic exhibits, and to facilitate on-line study 
for visitors throughout the world. Our intention is to make exhibit-viewing available to everybody, regardless of distance, and to 
promote the philatelic hobby.

Exhibiters are not charged an entry fee, and criteria for exhibiting on EXPONET are explained on-line. In-brief, exhibits must be 
interesting, of high quality, and have some philatelic value. It’s no problem to show a good exhibit which so far hasn’t been 
exhibited or awarded. On the other hand, we don’t accept an exhibit which isn’t well worked through—even if it has been 
previously awarded.

We don’t limit the size of the exhibit, but the optimal size is 5 to 10 frames, which meets APS and FIP regulations. High quality 
scans are a necessity.

Exhibits are classified in three groups, with professionally juried awards.
1. Hall of Fame - Exhibits which have achieved high awards at national and international shows will be classified in the Hall of

Fame.
2. Very fine and outstanding exhibition
3. Open Class for exhibits having achieved Bronze, new exhibits, youth exhibits, etc.

EXPONET was founded by private individuals:

1. Milan Cernik, collector of postal stationery, exhibitor, and philatelic auctioneer at www.pac-auction.com

2. Bretislav Janik, webmaster-Japhila daily magazine ; Secretary-World Stamp Exhibit Committee, Prague-1988.www.japhila.cz

3. Vit Vanicek, vice-president of the Union of Czech Philatelists and President-World Stamp Exhibit Committee-Prague-2008.
VISIT EXPONET AT http://www.exponet.info

Contact: Milan Cernik, icemik@volny.cz or Bretislav Janik, janik@japhila.com

PROFESSIONAL POSTMARK 
TRACING & MAPS

A.M.

I will execute to 
your exact 
specifications 
accurate tracings 
of plain or fancy 
postmarks, 

cancels and maps. My work has appeared in La 
Posta in both the Washington Territorial 
postmark series by Richard A. Long and the 
19th Century Colorado postmark series by 
Richard Frajola.

If you’ve been thinking of a postmark 
catalog project, or any research which requires 
well-executed postmarks or maps for 
illustrations, but do not have the time required to 
accomplish the tracings, drop me a line or give 
me a call with the particulars, and I will give you 
a quote.

Jane Dallison

P. O. Box 296, Langlois, OR 97450

La Posta Backnumbers
Backnumbers of La Posta may be purchased 
from:

Sherry Straley
1731 Howe Ave PMB 452 

Sacramento, CA 95825

An index of all backnumbers through Volume 
28 has been completed by Daniel Y. Meschter 
and is available on the La Posta website at 
www. la-posta. com.

To order backnumbers call Sherry at 916-359- 
1898, fax 916-359-1963 or send her an E-mail 
at sherry@4agent, org.

http://www.exponet.info
http://www.pac-auction.com
http://www.japhila.cz
http://www.exponet.info
mailto:icemik@volny.cz
mailto:janik@japhila.com
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LA POSTA 
CLASSIFIED ADS
Only 5 cents per word delivers your message to the largest

AND BEST INFORMED GROUP OF POSTAL HISTORIANS IN AMERICA

Word Count 1 issue 3 issues 6 issues

1-25 $1.25 $3.12 $5.94
26-30 $1.50 $3.75 $7.14
31-35 $1.75 $4.35 $8.28
36-40 $2.00 $4.98 $9.48
41-45 $2.25 $5.61 $10.68
46-50 $2.50 $6.24 $11.88
51-55 $2.75 $6.84 $13.02
56-60 $3.00 $7.47 $14.22
61-65 $3.25 $8.10 $15.42
66-70 $3.50 $8.73 $16.62
71-75 $3.75 $9.33 $17.76
76-80 $4.00 $9.96 $18.96
81-85 $4.25 $10.59 $20.16
86-90 $4.50 $11.22 $21.36
91-95 $4.75 $11.82 $22.50
96-100 $5.00 $12.45 $23.70

SOCIETIES FOR SALE: COVERS

COLLECT CANADA/B.N.A.? Consider 
BNAPS! The society offers study groups; pub­
lications; annual exhibitions; and online library 
bnapstopics.org! View: www.bnaps.org. Con­
tact: P. Jacobi, Secretary, #6-2168 150 A 
Street, Surrey, BC Canada V4A9W4 [41-1]

FOR SALE: COVERS
POSTAL HISTORY featured in our mail bid 
sales. Free catalogs. Juno Stamps, 2180 
Hartford Ave., St. Paul, MN 55116-1010. 
iunostamps@aol.com [40-6]

DO YOU COLLECT State Postal History, 
Doane Cancels or cancels of any kind? Now 
38 States online plus Dakota Territory and 
more coming. Over 9000 covers online 
with1500 of them pictured. Website: http:// 
www.towncancel.com/ Gary Anderson, P.O. 
Box 600039, St. Paul, MN. 55106. Email: 
qaryndak@comcast.net. [41-1]

COVER AUCTIONS, NAVY/MILITARY; Clas­
sics; Submarines; Surface Ships; Locations; 
APO;s; POSTCARDS; MEMORABILIA. Mix­
ture of commercial; philatelic; wartime cov­
ers. Free illustrated catalogues. Jim Smith 
(USCS, MPHS), Box 512, Oshtemo, Michi­
gan 49077 [40-5]

DPO’s, RPO’s, ships, Doanes, Expos, ma­
chines, military, advertising, auxiliaries, and 
more! My Mail Bid Sales offer thousands of 
postal history lots. Write/ call for sample 
catalog. Jim Mehrer, 2405-30th Street, Rock 
Island, IL 61201. Phone: (309) 786-6539. 
Email: mehrer@postal-history.com. Internet 
web site: http://www.postal-history.com. 
[40-6]

TOWNS:WANTED
All States and categories wanted! Better 
consignment material always needed for my 
bi-monthly Mail Bid Sales. Write/ call for con­
signment details. Jim Mehrer, 2405-30th 
Street, Rock Island, IL 61201. Phone:
(309) 786-6539. Email: mehrer@postal- 
history.com. Internet web site: 
http://www.postal-history.com. [40-6]

CALIFORNIA - KERN & IMPERIAL County 
covers and cards. Especially interested in 
Bakersfield corner cards. Send description 
or photocopies and prices to John Williams, 
887 Litchfield Ave., Sebastopol, CA 95472 
[40-6]

TOWNS: WANTED

PHILLIPS COUNTY, MONTANA. I am devel­
oping a personal collection of postal history 
of the post offices which have existed in 
Phillips County, MT. (This is the county in 
which I was born and grew to adulthood). I 
hope to acquire postal covers and postcards 
(especially PPAs) from all these post offices. 
The collection dates will span from approxi­
mately 1900 to 1970. Among the postmarks/ 
post offices for which I am still looking are: 
Alkali, Bellealta, CeeKay, Cole, Cowan, 
Freewater, Greve, Leedy, Legg, Lonesome, 
Lost Lake, Strater, Waleston, Whitcomb, 
Ynot and Zenon...and others. Please send 
descriptions or photocopies/scans with ask­
ing price, by e-mail or postal mail to: Evert 
Bruckner, 1724 Morning Dove Lane, 
Redlands, CA 92373. e-mail: 
ebruckner@earthlink.net [40-5]

NORTH DAKOTA: all postal history wanted 
from territorial to modem. Send photocopies 
or on approval. Gary Anderson, P.O. Box 
600039, St. Paul, MN 55106 41-1]

SPOKANE FALLS I SPOKANE, WA. 1872- 
date wanted: Territorial, registered, postage 
due, certified, commercial airmail, foreign 
destinations, unusual station cancels, us­
ages, and postal markings. Send descrip­
tion or photocopies/scans to Larry Mann, 655 
Washington PL SW, Mukilteo, WA 98275 
Larrymann02@aol.com [40-5]

WESTPORT WA Collector seeking older ad­
vertising covers and pre-1950 postcards from 
Westport, WA. Contact: Douglas Olson, PO 
Box 2177, Westport, WA 98595 [40-5]

NOTE:

EXPIRATION DATE SHOWN 
AT END OF EACH AD, i.e., 
[40-5], MEANS AD WILL 
EXPIRE WITH THIS ISSUE.

AD DEADLINE FOR NEXT 
ISSUE:

November 5, 
2009

bnapstopics.org
http://www.bnaps.org
mailto:iunostamps@aol.com
http://www.towncancel.com/
mailto:qaryndak@comcast.net
mailto:mehrer@postal-history.com
http://www.postal-history.com
mailto:mehrer@postal-history.com
http://www.postal-history.com
mailto:ebruckner@earthlink.net
mailto:Larrymann02@aol.com
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MILITARY: WANTED

ALASKA & WESTERN CANADA APOs, 
interesting Pan American (Scott 294-299) 
issues on cover and Pittsburgh/Allegheny 
County covers from 1851-1861. Send 
Xeroxes or scans and pricing to Bob 
McKain, 2337 Giant Oaks Drive, Pittsburgh, 
PA 15241 (57-vette@adelphia.net) [40-6]

WANTED ON APPROVAL: KOREAN WAR 
COVERS, 1950-1953 with U.S. MARINES re­
turn addresses & postmarks that read U.S. 
NAVY/12867 Br./Unit No., also 14009,14011, 
14012,14021. Also, ship covers sent by Ma­
rines while on active Korean war duty; also 
collect stamped mail & Registered (not free- 
franked) from any service branch in Korea 
from June 27 1950 - Dec 31, 1950. Please 
send scans and prices to Cath Clark, 
lapostagal@hotmail.com

COLUMBIAN COVERS: 
WANTED
1(t COLUMBIAN (Scott US #230) COVERS 
for eventual exhibit. Early/late uses, multiples 
on cover, unusual destinations, fancy cancels, 
etc. Also collecting 1893 Columbian Expo 
covers & paper ephemera. Send scans, pho­
tocopies, or on approval to: Doug Merenda, 
PO Box 20069, Ferndale, Ml 48220-0069 or 
ddm_50@yahoo.com [40-5]

DOANE CANCELS: 
WANTED

Buy, sell and trade Doane Cancels of all 
states. Send photocopies or on approval. 
Gary Anderson, P.O. Box 600039, St. 
Paul, MN 55106 [41-6]

PREXIES: WANTED
URGENTLY NEED 41/20 Prexies for 
collection. Looking for covers, proofs, 
printing varieties. Anything that fits into a 
specialized collection. Describe with 
asking price. Howard Lee, Box 2912, 
Delmar, CA 92014. Tel: 858-350-7462. 
Email: gimpo@adnc.com [40-5]

SUB-STATION POSTAL 
MARKINGS: WANTED
SUB-STATION postal markings containg 
“sub” dated between 1889 and 1912 from 
any US city. Send photocopies to Dennis 
Pack, 1915 Gilmore Ave., Winona, MN 
55987 [40-6]

FOREIGN: WANTED

COMMERCIAL AIR air covers, 1945 or 
earlier, any intercontinental mail, i.e, Europe 
to Asia, North America to Africa, Australia to 
Europe, etc. Send scans or photocopies for 
my offer, or on approval to Richard Helbock, 
PO Box 100, Chatsworth Island, NSW 
2469, Australia or helbock@la-posta.com

WANTED: MISCELLANY
US & POSSESSIONS POST OFFICE SEALS: 
on/off cover, Scott listed and unlisted. 
Especially need Ryukyu and Philippine 
material. Also want worldwide official 
seals on cover. Send photocopies or 
scans with asking price. Jim Kotanchik, PO 
Box 684, West Acton, MA 01720-0684, 
email: jimko@speakeasy.net 40-5]

LITERATURE: FOR SALE

19th Century Cleveland. Ohio Postal 
Markings by Thomas F. Allen, a 122-page 
book packed with information helpful to all 
postal historians, only $8.00 postpaid for 
La Posta subscribers G-P Stamp Club, 
7280 Hudson Road, Kent, OH 44240 [40-5]

Unusual, Exhibitable, 
Challenging Covers

Wide Range of Areas. Please Go to: 
eBay Store <postal history mall> 

Want Lists Solicited
WANTED: Worldwide SpecialDelivery Stamps on Cover, Card, Tags

Robert L. Markovits, Quality Investors 
PO Box 178 Stockbridge MA 01262 

rlmarkovits@aol.com

mailto:57-vette@adelphia.net
mailto:lapostagal@hotmail.com
mailto:ddm_50@yahoo.com
mailto:gimpo@adnc.com
mailto:helbock@la-posta.com
mailto:jimko@speakeasy.net
mailto:rlmarkovits@aol.com
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La Posta Publications
33470 Chinook Plaza, #216, 

Scappoose OR 97056 
email: helbock@la-posta.com

We hope that you have enjoyed our journal and I wish to cordially invite you to become a subscriber.

LA POSTA is published six times a year* and provides over 450 pages of research, news and information 
regarding all aspects of American postal history. With a subscription price of just $25 per year, most of our 
readers consider us to be the best bargain in postal history today.

I hope you will find La Posta worthy of your support. If so, please take a moment to fill out the form below and 
send us a check in the amount of $25, or pay via credit card at www.la-posta.com/journal.htm to begin your 
subscription with our next issue.

Sincerely yours,

Richard W. Helbock,

Publisher

* Beginning with Volume 41, No 1, our publication schedule will become quarterly with four numbers per volume. The 
subscription price will remain $25 per volume but will include a bonus on-line version with color images at no additional 
cost.

La Posta Publications
33470 Chinook Plaza, #216
Scappoose, OR 97056

Hello Richard & Cath:

Yes, I’ll give La Posta a try. You may begin my subscription with the Volume 40, Number 6 (Dec 2009-Jan 
2010) issue. Enclosed is my check in the amount of $25.00.**

Name:---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Address:-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

City, State, ZIP: _________________________________________________

**The $25 per volume rate applies to US domestic addresses only. Please consult page 1 of this issue for 
current overseas & Canadian rates. Pay via credit card through Pay Pal at www.la-posta.com/journal.htm

mailto:helbock@la-posta.com
http://www.la-posta.com/journal.htm
http://www.la-posta.com/journal.htm
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ADVERTISING IN LA POSTA
DISPLAY ADS are available on a contract basis as shown below. Ad contents may be changed from issue-to-issue, provided 
changes are received by the posted deadlines.
INSIDE PAGES

INSIDE COVER*

Ad Size One Issue Three Issues Six Issues

1/8 page $15.00 $33.00 $60.00

1/4-page $33.00 $76.00 $130.00

1/2-page $60.00 $139.00 $254.00

1-page $110.00 $253.00 $462.00

(FULL-PAGE, BLACK & WHITE)

BACK COVER*
(1/2 PAGE, COLOR)

One Issue
Two issues
Four issus
Six issues

$192.00
$302.00
$638.00
$880.00

One Issues
Two issues
Four issus

$300.00
$522.00
$880.00

$1,320.00Six issues
*We normally ask that back cover and inside cover ads be taken out for a minimum of two issues due to our advance printing 
schedule for covers.

All charges include Type setting & Layout
AD DEADLINES FOR INSIDE PAGES are as follows: Dec/Jan issue - Nov 15; Feb/Mar issue - Jan 15; Apr/May issue - Mar 
15; Jun/Jul issue - May 15; Aug/Sep issue - July 15; Oct/Nov issue - Sep 15.
AD DEADLINES FOR BACK COVER COLOR AD & INSIDE COVER ADS are: Dec/Jan & Feb/Mar issue - Oct 31;
Ap/May & Jun/July issue - Feb 28; Aug/Sep & Oct/Nov issue - June 30.

'///////////////////////////////////////////z

DISPLAY ADS DISPLAY ADS
ALASKA COLLECTORS CLUB - 74
ARIZONA-NEW MEXICO P. H. S. - 74
MARK BAKER ENTERPRISES - 68
COLORADO POSTAL HIST. SOCIETY - 67
COVERCRAZY2 - 69
JANE DALLISON - 76
MICHAEL DATTOLICO - 68
DK ENTERPRISES - 72
EXPONET - 76
JIM FORTE-71
FREEMAN’S-68
H. R. HARMERS - Back Cover
LA POSTA Backnumbers - 70 & 76

JAMES E. LEE - 73 & 74
ROBERT L. MARKOVITS - 78
LARRY NEAL - 74
NEW JERSEY POSTAL HISTORY 

SOCIETY - 70
THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION - 75
ROBERT QUINTERO - 72
SCHMITT INVESTORS LTD. - 71
LAWRENCE SHERMAN, MD - 70
STEPHEN T. TAYLOR - 71
DON TOCHER - 45
US POST OFFICES, VOL 8 CD - 70
WRECK & CRASH MAIL SOCIETY - 71

LA POSTA ON-LINE COVER SHOP - 72
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Fine Stamp Auctions

H.R. Harmer offers collectors the security of not only its reputation and past performance 
of the last 69 years, but also the financial strength that comes with being part of a global 

collectibles powerhouse, Spectrum Group International, Inc.

At H.R. Harmer our first priority is to obtain the highest prices realized while providing 

unparalleled customer care to each and every client.

When you select H.R. Harmer to auction your stamps, you'll join the thousands of 

satisfied clients who have trusted us over the last seven decades of service.

Please call 800.782.6771 to speak with a philatelic expert today in regards 
to consigning your collection or individual stamps.

H.R. HARMER
Fine Stamp Auctions, Since 1940

18061 Fitch Irvine,CA 92614 | Tel:800.782.6771 | Fax:949.748.4803 | Email: info@hrharmer.com
HRH LP 06.29.09

mailto:info@hrharmer.com

