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Publisher’s Page

The entire La posta production staff—Bill & Cath—not-so-hard at work in the “press room.”

The Stehle-DeRoest Catalogue

About twenty years ago I recall having a long phone
conversation with Randy Stehle concerning the sub-
ject of non-standard postmarks.  Privately procured
handstamps had been used in some U.S. post offices
in the early 20th century despite the fact the POD regu-
lations had specifically forbidden the use of anything
but Department-issued devices to cancel stamps and
postmark first class mail.

Randy’s greatest enjoyment in the hobby came from
the hunt. Gifted with an encyclopedic memory, Randy
voraciously followed the national post card show cir-
cuit in search of unusual and desirable postmarks. Over
the years, he conducted 133 mail bid sales in La Posta
offering over 10,000 lots and sold copious quantities of
similar material through other retail outlets. He once
told me that he owed his ability to make a down pay-
ment on his first home in the Bay Area largely to his
proficiency in discovering desirable postmarks on post
cards.

The upshot of the phone conversation was that Randy
decided he would undertake a census of 20th century
non-standard postmarks. At the time he was in his early
thirties and still very busy with his “daytime” profes-

sion as an accountant. He was also somewhat con-
cerned with his skill as a draftsman, and, while the
organization of large amounts of postmark details was
right up his alley, he was troubled by the prospect of
producing an illustrated catalog.

Fortunately, I had recently encountered another rela-
tive newcomer to postal history named Doug DeRoest.
Doug lived in La Grande, Oregon—a fair-sized town
on the eastern slope of the Blue Mountains. He was a
keen local historian in his early forties and became
fascinated with postal history as a vehicle that could
be used to explore new roads into the past. Like Randy,
Doug was interested in acquiring a research specialty
that blazed new trails and Doug was an accomplished
draftsman.

Randy published his first article on the subject in La
Posta in Volume 21, Number 2 (April-May 1990). Doug
followed a few months later with an expansion on some
of the work I had published in my 1987 edition of Post-
marks on Postcards. Randy and Doug’s series ran
through 37 installments and concluded somewhat pre-
maturely in 1998.
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The strategy had been to publish their work serially so
as to involve more people within the hobby in expand-
ing the census. They were very successful at this and
the list of contributors grew steadily throughout the
90s. By the time publication of the series stopped,
Randy reported that they had amassed data on nearly
4,500 different non-standard 30th century postmarks.
The ultimate goal was to update all the published ma-
terial, reorganize it, and publish the study as a cata-
logue.

Tragically, Doug died in 2001. Still in his early fifties,
our community of Oregon postal historians were
shocked by his loss.

The non-standard project—on hiatus since 1998—was
abandoned. Doug’s drafting skills were essential to
completion of the project and it was never completed.

Randy’s untimely death in May caused me to reflect
extensively on his many contributions to our under-
standing and appreciation of US postal history. He was
a tireless researcher and, if possible, I believe he found
even greater joy in solving some of the puzzles in our
hobby than he did in turning up that next great post-
mark discovery. For example, I worked closely with
Randy in his most recent study of Los Angeles postal
stations and provided him with some fairly complicated
maps showing changes in location through time. As he
began organizing the project and turning up new pieces
of information, hardly a day would pass when I failed
to receive a new email from him describing this or that
new discovery. He was very excited. It reminded me
of those heady days two decades earlier when Randy
and I would literally talk for hours on the phone about
his concerns and discoveries in the non-standard post-
mark project.

It suddenly came to me that the most lasting tribute I
could offer to the memory of my friend, and at the
same time benefit the larger postal history community,
was to reorganize the non-standard postmark project
and post it online as a free service for all to enjoy. A
check with Randy’s widow Robin found her in con-
currence, and I have been hard at it over the past six
weeks producing a color-enhanced, fully reorganized
Catalogue of 20th Century Non-Standard Postmarks.

The publication should be available free-of-charge on
the La Posta Publications YUDU library site by the
time you read these words (consult Announcements
on the www.la-posta.com home page for a direct link).
Anyone may use the publication online, download it to
their computer hard drive from the site, or print it out

direct from the YUDU site. The entire catalogue shall
remain available on line, and will hopefully be updated
from time to time as new discoveries are made known.

We begin this issue with a sample of the newly reor-
ganized Stehle-DeRoest catalogue that presents their
type A.1 Target Killers. This is the only portion of the
catalogue that will appear in La Posta so I am hopeful
that all interested readers will take advantage of the
online presentation. Once again, please refer to our
La Posta website for a direct link to the catalogue.

Catalog of Postal Stationery of
Canal Zone Released

The 2009 revision of Canal Zone Postal Stationery by
Irwin J Gibbs (editor) and George T. Krieger (associate
editor) has just been released.
The catalog is a cooperative venture of United Postal
Stationery Society and Canal Zone Study Group. The
publication covers all envelopes and postal cards
issued during the time the United States Postal Service
administered postal operations in the Canal Zone. In
addition to updating prices and other information in the
previous catalog, the publication contains a history,
postal rate table, earliest reported uses and other new
information. New are listings and prices of specimens of
Canal Zone Postal Stationery that have come into
collectors hands following recent archival auctions.
This new publication is 70 pages printed on glossy
paper in 8.5 by 11 inch format with a laminated 4-color
cover and is saddle stitch bound. It is available from
Bob Wilderman at the UPSS Publications Office, P.O.
Box 3982, Chester, VA 23831 (e-mail upsspubs@aol.com )
for $20.00 ($16.00 if UPSS member) plus $5.00 shipping
for up to two books to U.S. addresses (Virginia residents
add 5.0% sales tax). For non-USA destinations, please
contact the publications office for rates. Many
additional references on United States and foreign
postal stationery, corner mounts and other collector aids
are also available from UPSS. Society information, the
current society auction offerings, and the complete
publications and supplies listing may be viewed on the
Web site www.upss.org.

Leroy Collins
UPSS Public Relations

P. O. Box 2183
Norfolk, VA 23501-2183 USA

757-622-3486  poststat@juno.com
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POSTAL HISTORIANS ON LINE
If you would like to join this list in future issues of La
Posta, send us a note via e-mail to
lapostagal@hotmail.com. If you are already listed,
please take a moment to insure that your email ad-
dress is correct.

POSTAL HISTORIANS ON-LINE
Paul G. Abajian [Vermont postal history]— PGA@vbimail.champlain.edu
Murray Abramson [commercial US airmail 1924-1941]—
aabramson@verizon.net
Joe Adamski [SD, CT] — joe_adamski@hotmail.com
Albert Aldham [Machine cancels] — cancels@ptd.net
Jim Alexander [TX: Waco Village, McLennan, Bosque, Coryell counties]
 — jralexander3@aol.com
American Philatelic Research Library — aprl@stamps.org
Gary Anderson [US Doanes & ND postal history] —
garyndak@comcast.net
Kirk Andrews [Expositions, OR, WA, WI] — kirk_meister@yahoo.com
Dennis Austin [WA,OR,ID] — skypub@quest.net
Ted Bahry [Wake & Midway Isl, Benzie Cty, MI] — semperted@aol.com
Debbie Baker [Midwestern p.h., APOs]—airmailpostmark@mac.com
Mark Baker Enterprises [Dealer CA & NV postal history etc.] Web:
goldrushpaper.com  — mbcovers@directcon.net
Bob Baldridge — [Wisconsin p.h.] bobbaldridge@earthlink.net
Alan Banks [Missouri] — abanks7@att.net
William H. Bauer [CO postal history] — whbcphs@frontiernet.net
Robert Beall — rbeallstmp@aol.com
John Beane, MD [West VA] — jbeane@prodigy.net
Robert Beasecker [MI p. history] — beaseckr@gvsu.edu
Stan Bednarczyk [IL: Chicago Streetcar markings]—
stanb@columbus.rr.com
John Beirne [Navals, RPO, AK] — john_beirne@hotmail.com
William R. Beith [Eastern Oregon, OR Doanes]—wrbeith@comcast.net
Kevin Belmont [SW Arkansas, West Pointers on stamps]
 — kevin.belmont@west-point.org
Bary D. Bender [Dealer p.c.’s & p.h.; + collects WA: Columbia Co]
— ngatecol@bresnan.net
Steven Berlin [interrupted mail, wreicks, crashes, robbery, terrorism]
— drstevenberlin@yahoo.com
Henry Berthelot [train, shipwrck mail & US postals]—
hankberthelot@yahoo.com
Jim Blandford [#210 covers; early Detroit PH] —
jblandf526@aol.com
John Boal [California only]—calpl8z@boal.net
Tim Boardman [Washington PH, photos, books & maps] — simcoe@dsl-
only.net
Joe Bock [US Airmail 1935-1950 & Arizona town cancels; U.S. WWII]
 — jgbock@commspeed.net
John Bloor [World early airmail; air & airmail-related Cinderellas France,
Canada, U.N.] — aerophil59@yahoo.com
Paul Bofinger [pobfish@comcast.net] — Newfoundland, NH DPOs & 19th

century covers, Concord NH & Merrimack Co. NH covers
Eppe Bosch [WA: Stevens, Pend Oreille, Whitman Co.s; WI: Portage,
Waupaca, Wood Co.s] — bonep@qwest.net
James Boyden [WWI military, WW censored] —
jimesmc@worldnet.att.net
Frank Braithwaite [1902 issue, M.O.B., N.Y., “V” & “X” rate markings,
B. Harrison on cvr-Sc#308, 622,694,1045—fbraith@optonline.net
Bruce Branson [CA:Inyo, Mono, & Siskiyou) —
bbbranson@lonepinetv.com
Deane Briggs, MD [Florida Postal History]  — drb@gte.net
Roger S. Brody [Series 1902, Prominent Americans]
 — rsbco@optonline.net
Daniel Broulette US, S.Africa, India, Vietnam]—danbro@wdemail.com
Brown, Chip [WV ph; 1903 uses of 1902 definitives on cover]
— grahamb@alltel.net
Brown, Edward [parcel posts & plate blocks]—
browntreesnakes@gmail.com

Evert Bruckner [MT: Phillips, Blaine, & Valley Co’s] —
ebruckner@earthlink.net
Kenneth Burden [Washington & CA DPOs]— burden@localaccess.com
Gloria Burleson [civil war, letters, advertising] —
gloria@thelenscap.com
Maurice Bursey [#215 covers, Confd NC & Union occupied NC covers.
 — mauricebursey@aol.com
Raymond Buse [Cincinnati & Clermont Co., OH p.h.] —
stampPat@aol.com
James W. Busse [CA: San Diego Co. p.h.] — Jimb1997@aol.com
Arden Callender [U.S. banknote issues] — callenderardy@sbcglobal.net
Joseph Campagna [MT, Greece, Italy, Vatican, Turkey p.history]—
campagnakphth@msn.com
Rocco Caponi [OH:Akron, Summit Co, 2c Circular Die postal history

(U429) — rocco.caponi@gmail.com
Gary Carlson [machine cancels] — gcarlson@columbus.rr.com
Glenda & John Cheramy [Dealers; Canada] — gcheramy@shaw.ca
Larry Cherns [Mostly pre-1954 covers and p.cards from anywhere with
contents in English] — katchke@hotmail.com
Robert Chisholm — [Dealer: postal history] — chizz5@aol.com
Bob Chow [Colorado] — bob.chow@comcast.net
Douglas Clark [Railway Mail] —dnc@alpha.math.uga.edu
Tom Clarke [Philadelphia] — ocl-tom@ix.netcom.com
Walter S. Clarke [Interesting on-cover cancellations on Scott # 10 & 11]
— worldata@mindspring.com
Louis Cohen [Kentucky postal history] — cohenstamps32@aol.com
Norman Cohen [US #210 on cover] — norman@adventuregraphics.com
Giles Cokelet [Montana postal history, Greenland] —
giles_c@coe.montana.edu
David C. Collyer [General US, Texas, USS Texas] —
cozumel_90@hotmail.com
Robert W. Collins [Korean War & “Collins” pms]— ohiorwc@aol.com
David M. Coogle [Dealer, Postal History, Nutmeg Stamp Sales]

— david@nutmegstamp.com
Vince Costello [US fancy cancels, postal history, auxiliary marks]
— vinman2119@aol.com
Joe H. Crosby [Oklahoma & Indian Territory; U.S. Despatch Agent
covers, 19th c fancy cancels, college cancels] — joecrosby@cox.net
W.H. “Tom” Crosby — scattertom@msn.com
E. Rod Crossley [West coast military, Spruce Production Division,
Ventura county CA & CA RPO] — rcrossley@worldnet.att.net
William T. Crowe [CT: Waterbury & Fairfield County]—
wtcrowe@aol.com
Frank Crown [GA postal history, confederates]—fcrown@knology.net
Roger D. Curran  [US 19th C cancels] — rcurran@dejazzd.com
Richard Curtin [CA covers & CA express] — curtinr@sbcglobal.net
Matt Dakin [Mississippi Postal History] — patdakin@mindspring.com
Mike Dattolico [La Posta Associate Editor] —  mmdattol@aol.com
Joseph M. Del Grosso — diandme2@gbis.com
James L. Diamond [Spanish American war; US possessions] —
jdia407@aol.com
James P. Doolin [19th c p.history, “Columbus” named towns—
jamesdoolin@att.net
Doubleday, Elwyn [Dealer; collects NH & NY & #210’s on NY & Maine]
—elwyn@elwyndoubleday.com
John Drew [AZ/NV WellsFargo & Express] — jandndrew@aol.com
Lee Drickamer — lee.drickamer@nau.edu
Geoffrey Dutton [2d Bureau postal history] — geoff@neddog.com.;
Website: http://neddog.com/stamps
Loring Ebersole [Ohio postal history, WWII APOs, Rt 66 postcards]
— loringebersole@comcast.net
Fern Eckersley [OR postal history] eckers@msn.com
Leonard M. Eddy [OK & Arkansas p.h.]—leonardeddy@sbcglobal.net
L. Steve Edmondson [Tennessee] — tenac@hctc.com
Craig Eggleston [Philippines, US Possessions] — cae@airmail.net
Barry Elkins [PA-Philadelphia County]—elkinj@comcast.net
Mike Ellingson [North Dakota Territory; machines]—
mikeellingson@comcast.net
David Ellis [MI postal history] — ell7990@aol.com
Empire State Postal History Society — http:/www.esphs.org
Darrell Ertzberger [NC, VA, RPO, RFD] — mteton@aol.com
Paul Eslinger [MT, Dakota, WY Territory & Grant Co, ND]
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— pauljanddarcya@gmail.com
Glenn Estus [New York] — gestus@westelcom.com
James Faber [WY, NW OH, Hancock Co, ME, No. WI] —
faber@bluemarble.net
John Farkas [US Possessions] — jonfark@cs.com
Wayne Farley [West Virginia P. H.] — cwfarley@aol.com
Richard Farquhar  [seapost, RPO, Span-Am War, 1898]
— farqrich@bellsouth.net
Dan Fellows [WI, WWI, perfs, Scotland, Knights of Columbus,Sc.210
Canal Zone Military PH] — drfellows@charter.net
Edward Fergus [Western Express]—ecfergus@charter.net
Norm Ferguson [Navy covers –NS Savannah] —
normjanstjoe@comcast.net
Ronald W. Finger [US Navy CV’s, WWI & WWII APOs & Feldpost]
 — roncva43@aol.com
Louis Fiset [Prexies, WWII civilian internment]—fiset@u.washington.edu
Ed Fisher [MI; 4th Bureau: ½c-Hale, 1 ½c Harding, ½c postage due]
— efisherco@earthlink.net
Ken Flagg [Used postal stationery: US, CZ, PI; WWII APOs, Postwar
APOs]
— ken0737@dishmail.net
Jane King Fohn [TX WWI air branches; Medina Co, TX; US#1043 (9c
Alamo)]
 — janekfohn@sbcglobal.net
Jim Forte [Dealer] — jimforte@postalhistory.com & Website http://
postalhistory.com
Myron Fox [WWI/WWII U.S. & German military & censored mail; postwar
occupations] — MyronFox1@aol.com
Gene Fricks [Literature, TN & NJ PH] — genefricks@comcast.net
Bob Friedman [Dealer-worldwide p.h.]— covercnr@tx.rr.com
Don Garrett [Mississippi] — Donompix@aol.com
Douglas Gary [Dealer] — doug_gary@hotmail.com
Bob Gaudian [Connecticut Postal History] — rgstamper @aol.com
John J. Germann [Texas DPOs; Navy ship cancels]  —
jghist@comcast.net
Ray Getsug [Minnesota postal history, literature] —rayg669563@aol.com
Don Glickstein [postal cards used in Alaska] — glickwolf@earthlink.net
Peter Glover [Pre-Pearl Harbor WWII related] —pgorcassidy@earthlink.net
Michael Goldstein [RPOs, streetcars, WA,D.C. pms] —
caped@starpower.net
Max Gors [Dakota Territory & Tripp Co.] — maxagors@aol.com
John Grabowski [1902 Series, 1938 Prexies, 1940 Famous Am’s, 1941
Def. Issue, 1944 8c Transp, 1980s-90s Transp Coils]—
minnjohn@alum.mit.edu
Ken Grant [Wisconsin postal history] — kenneth.grant@uwc.edu
John Grosse [Texas] — johngrosse@compuserve.com
Maurice Grossman — mbgrossma@att.net
Ted Gruber [Nevada] — TedGruber@aol.com
Richard Guarelia [Aviation, Long Is. postalhistory — uncasfish@aol.com
Arthur Hadley [Indiana, flag cancels] — ahadley1@comcast.net
Raymond Hadley [postal cards, Wesson; Connecticut]— ray-
suzann@gci.net
John Hale — jwh60@chartertn.net
Hall-Patton, Mark [CA: Orange Co; Bridge-related p.o.s]—
hallpatt@unlv.nevada.edu
Larry Haller [Handstamped Flag cancels] — LJHaller@aol.com
Ken Hamlin [Montana postal history, photographs, pcs & ephemera]
— knphamlin@bresnan.net
John T. Hardy, Jr. [US postal cards (pre-1910) flyspecks; Philippines]
— john_hardy@msn.com
Robert Dalton Harris [Dealer. Collects Congo; Telegraph]
agatherin@yahoo.com
Ron Harmon [Florida PH] — rrhrm@hotmail.com
Labron Harris [Dealer, postal history; collects First Bureaus]
— labronharr@aol.com
Wayne Hassell [Dealer; collects US Marines, Wisconsin & Michigan]
— junostamps@aol.com
Karl Hellmann [US covers,  postcards, postal history].—
karllectibles@aol.com
Robert Henak [IA-Carroll,Calhoun,Jones Counties] —
henak8010@sbcglobal.net;
Steve Henderson [military postal history] — vshenderson@aol.com

Gary Hendren [Missouri PH] — g2hslm@msn.com
Gerald Heresko [Bristol, CT + other CT towns; ‘Old Homeweek”] —
BristolMums@msn.com
Henry Higgins [Florida; TN] — profhiggins922@comcast.net
Jack Hilbing [Illinois stampless; machine cancels] —jack@hilbing.us
Terence Hines [Hanover, NH & #E12-21 on cover] —
terencehines@aol.com
Todd Hirn [PO Seals of Peru, Japan, & the Middle East; Volusia Co. FL]

—thirn@cfl.rr.com & http://www.poseal.com
Reginald L. Hofmaier [Oklahoma p.h.] — regbar91@aol.com
Joseph Holleman [postal history] — josephth@prodigy.net
Brad Horton [U.S. Postals & philatelic literature] —
kchorton@houston.rr.com
John Hotchner [20th c aux, Xmas seals tied; Spec deliv; wreck&crash
mail; some FDCs]—jmhstamp@ix.netcom.com
B. Clyde Hutchinson [US 1861 issue; CA postal history]—
bch@llcllp.com
Stan Jameson [dealer] — empire65@tampabay.rr.com
Jerome Jarnick — jarnick@wowway.com
Stefan T. Jaronski [Ithaca NY; northeastern Montana; Confed. States
military mail] — bug@midrivers.com
Cary E. Johnson [Michigan p.h.; Railway, Waterway & Streetcars]
— cejohn@umich.edu
Gerald Johnson [3c 1851; auxiliary markings] — johnson66@charter.net
William H. Johnson [Florida p.history] — whjdds@aol.com
Charles A. Jones [CO & Prexy postal history] —
cgjones3614@gmail.com
Robert D. Jones [Nebraska postal history, esp. DPOs]—
robwanjones@charter.net
Rodney Juell [Series of 1922] — rajuell@lycos.com
Barton D. Kamp [Massachusetts postal history] — bartdk@verizon.net
Gordon Katz [Maryland & DE postal history, postal history on postcards]
 — gccats@verizon.net
Robert Keatts [Walla Walla Co., WA p.h.] —  lkeatts@msn.com
Dick Keiser [Dealer-military/censord covers, revenues]—
stamps@dickkeiser.com
Rodney Kelley [Arkanas, esp Conway & Pope counties]—
rkel@swbell.net
Kelvin Kindahl [MA: Hampshire Co] — Kelvin01027@charter.net
Lucien Klein [Prexies, OR: Marion & Grant Co] — lusal@msn.com
Ron Klimley [Florida WWII, machine cancels, Tampa Spanish American
War] —klimley@verizon.net
Eric Knapp [Alaska postal history] — eknapp@gci.net
Daniel M. Knowles [NY: Suffolk Co, Long Island; 3c 1861-auxiliary
markings]
 — dknowles@med.cornell.edu
Kent Kobersteen [US Scott CII, unusual commercial usages, unusual off-
cover stamps] — kobersteen@gmail.com
William Kolodrubetz [classic US post office seals]—
djp_wjk@verizon.net
Paul Konigsberg [Museum of Postal History, NYC]—
pkonigsb@email.usps.gov
Van Koppersmith [Alabama & Mississippi p.h.] — cleave3@aol.com
Jim Kotanchik [Franklin Co., MA & PO Seals] —
jimkot@verizon.net
George Kramer [U.S. west; western Europe, telegraph]—
gjkk@optonline.net
Jon E. Krupnick [Pacific Flights 1936-46 & US Pacific Possessions]
— jonpac@aol.com
George Kubal [Dealer] — geokubal@aol.com
Alfred Kugel [20th Cent. Military Mail, US Possessions & Offices Abroad]
— afkugel@hotmail.com
William O. Kvale [MN Territorials] — flo3wil@aol.com
Charles LaBlonde [WWII mail to & from Switzerland & Red Cross]
— clablonde@aol.com
Dick Laird [Doanes from IN, KY, TN, SC] — d.laird@comcast.net
Lawrence Laliberte [Poughkeepsie, NY p.h.; Transport Airs on cover]

— largin1@verizon.net
Eliot A. Landau — [U.S. Registry, U.S. w/ Lincoln Stamps]—
elandau@aol.com
Russell C. Lang [Nebraska] — LangWhiteOak@nntc.net
Robert M. Langer [Boston ad covers; Carroll County NH]—
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rla4141975@aol.com
Peter B. Larson [Idaho postal history] — ystone@cpcinternet.com
Ken Lawrence — [Crystal Palace World’s Fair, 1853 New York, First
Issue Nesbett Envelopes] — apsken@aol.com
Howard Lee [U.S. 4th Bureau Issue 17c Wilson; Prexy 4 ½ cent]
 — gimpo@adnc.com
James E. Lee [Literature Dealer. Collects Lake & McHenry Co, IL] —
jim@jameslee.com & website:  www.jameslee.com
Leslie W. Lee [WI p.history & WI Doanes] — leslee@itis.com
Ron Leith — ronleith@uniserve.com
Ron Lessard — ronlessard@att.net
Brian R. Levy [New Hampshire for Sale] — bellobl@aol.com
Matthew Liebson [Ohio PH; Licking Co., Doanes, stampless]
— paperhistory@mindspring.com
David C. Lingard [Florida-4 bars, Doanes, RPO, Adv. & most anything]
— david_lingard@hotmail.com
W. Edward Linn [OR; rural stations; NAMW; Airfield dedications, Western
States Precancels & Perfins] —linn@winfirst.com
James R. Littell [balloon, rocket, Zeppelin post]— zepplincat@wzrd.com
Jerry Login [US 19th C penalty envelopes w/ stamps added]
 — jerl2004@msn.com
Nicholas Lombardi [US 2d Bureau issue + Registerd Mail]—
8605@comcast.net
Bud Luckey [Siskiyou Co. CA; northern CA]—luckey@snowcrest.net
Michael Ludeman [TX Postal History, USPOD Forms & Documents]

— mike@ludeman.net
Len Lukens [Oregon p.h. & trans-Pacific airmail]—
llukens@easystreet.net
David Lyman [World postmarks on covers or piece] —
postmark@sympatico.ca
Max Lynds [Aroostook Co., Maine p.h.] — max@pwless.net
Millard Mack — millardhmack@yahoo.com
Scott Mader [OR/CA] — maders@ohsu.edu
Larry Maddux [OR postal history; all over ad covers]—
lmaddux@pacifier.com
Richard Malmgren [Hawaii] — rcmstamps@hawaii.rr.com
Craig Martin —[Dealer. Collects naval covers, So. Cal PH]
saracv3@gmail.com
Ken Martin—kpmartin@stamps.org
Peter Martin — pmartin2525@yahoo.com
Richard Martorelli [Military, Postage Due] — rdmartorell@gmail.com
Chester Masters [WA:Clallam & Jefferson Co]—stamps29@att.net
Richard Matta [MD:Montgomery Cty & PA: McKesesport] —
rkm@groom.com
Bernard Mayer [Oklahoma] — Bernie@m47303.com
David Mayo —dmayo@paulweiss.com
Robert McAlpine — rmcalpine63@comcast.net
Larry McBride [U.S. town & DPO cancels] — lgmcbride@yahoo.com
David McCord [Doanes, Type E 4-Bars + AK,WA,WY,NV,OR covers]
—damac52@comcast.net
R.J. McEwen [Eastern Oregon] — rjmcewen@aol.com
Chuck & Jan McFarlane [Ausdenmoore-McFarlane Stamps]
— mcmichigan@charter.net
Bob McKain [Pittsburgh, Alaska Hiway & AK APOs]— 57-
vette@comcast.net
Michael E. Mead [Britannia Enterprises – dealer]—
meadbritannia@aol.com
Jim Mehrer — [Dealer. Collects expo’s, Navy ships]—mehrer@postal-
history.com

   & website http://www.postal-history.com
Doug Merenda [Columbians on cover, Columbian Expo]—
ddm_50@yahoo.com
Mark Metkin [Idaho postal history] — metkin@mindspring.com

website: http://www.mindspring.com/~metkin/idahoindex.html
Minneman, Lynn [Portland, Oregon area] — lminnema@msn.com
Harvey Mirsky [US 1847 issue] — HarveyMirsky@aol.com
John Moffatt [Stamps-world] —moffatts2419@sbcglobal.net
John Moore [US Exposition/World’s Fair]—modelpo57@yahoo.com
Richard Moraine [Naval Covers] — dickmorain@verizon.net
Steve Morehead [Colorado postal history] — steveasc@ix.netcom.com
Alan Moser [Iowa postal history] — amoser1537@comcast.net
James H. Moses [postal censorship]—jhcmoses@bellsouth.net

Darren Mueller [WI-Fond du Lac Co p.history]—
darren.mueller@juno.com
John G. Mullen [WA; flags; Ntl Air Mail Week; Snohomish,Skagit, Island
County] —longjohn.wa007@netzero.com
Andrew Murin [Colorado postal history]—agmurin@kci.net
Jim Myerson [US Navy & pioneer airmail,WA-Franklin]—
jpm_ww@yahoo.com
Larry Neal [Holmes & Coshocton Counties, Ohio]—
larryln@embarqmail.com
Burnham Neill [FL-Miami/Dade DPOs on PPCs; some MS, MO]
— mbneill@bellsouth.net
Bruce Nelson [Illus. pioneer postcards (1870-1898): govt postals &
private

—landmarkpc@aol.com
Howard Ness — hbness@hotmail.com
Ray Newburn  [CO pre-wwII Pan Am Pacific Div; 4th & 5thBureaus (all
rates]
 — newburn@mindspring.com
Dan Nieuwlandt [S. California,WWII, Belgian Congo]—
nieuwlandt33@msn.com
Bill Nix [OR & WA (Skamania)]— B845588@embarqmail.com
Jim Noll — [computer postage] jenca@pacbell.net
Joe Odziana — drjoeo@earthlink.net
James Oliver [VT, Canada, Scandinavia]—falco43@gmail.com
Larry Oliver [Advertising covers, medical-related]—
oliver.lawrence@mayo.edu
Robert Omberg [Idaho p.h.] — Bob.Omberg@nlrb.gov
Kevin O’Reilly [NWT, Yukon & Labrador; US APOs in Canada]
— kor@theedge.ca
Steve Pacetti [1861 1c, Hawaii, Prexies, CO postal history]—
sbp57@comcast.net
Dennis Pack [Sub-station postmarks; Utah ph, USCG] —
packd@hbci.com
Ray Palmer [OR: Yamhill, Polk Counties] — rpalmer@onlinemac.com
Dr. Everett L. Parker [Pitcairn, Canada, Maine]— eparker@hughes.net
Alan Parsons [US, UN, NY: Steuben, Schuyler & Chemung counties]
 — alatholleyrd@aol.com
Norman Pence [OK & Indian Territory] — norpen@hotmail.com
Randy Pence [Yangtze River Patrol; WWI medical]—
catclan@earthlink.net
Richard Pesot [ID, Mauritius, Tibet, U.S. 1869, Classic U.S.]
—rpesot@ajlewiscorp.com]
Paul E. Petosky [MI; US & Can p.o.s on pcs]  —
paul_petosky@yahoo.com Website: http://
postmarks.grandmaraismichigan.com/
Kenneth A. Pitt [Dealer. Collects LI NY, Dead Letter office to 1870,
Pioneer post cards] — kenpitt@verizon.net
Hans Pohler [Ohio postal history, Germany, military] —
hpohler@juno.com
John Pollard [jopol@shaw.ca] — Censored (civil & military)
Elwood Poore [DPOs, Auxiliary Markings] — woody-poore@msn.com
Thomas Post [IL-Railways,U.S. Canada, Luxembourg]—
tompost48@gmail.com
Charles Powers — cpowers@powent.com
Stephen Prigozy [Telegraph & electrical covers] — prigozys@aol.com
Robert Quintero [Detroit Mail Boat/Detroit River Sta 1895-Current]

— qover@comcast.net
Robert D. Rawlins [naval covers] — rawlins@sonic.net
Mark Reasoner [Ohio] mreasone@columbus.rr.com
Norval L. Rasmusen [VA; Tunisia, Algeria]—
nrasmu@digitalconnections.net
Frank Reischerl [US postal history] — freischerl@cox.net
Thomas Richards [Movie star mail]— thomasr1@ohiodominican.edu
Martin Richardson [OH & IL ph, off sealed, Local posts] —
martinR362@aol.com
Thomas Richardson [North Carolina P.H., APOs] —
stamps@northstate.net
Al Ring [Arizona postal history] — ringal@comcast.net
Norm Ritchie [CO, UT, AZ & NM p.history + all US/Canada
postmarks]—  mnp123@comcast.net
Linda Roberts [UT: Park City PMs, PCs, stocks,Tokens,stereoviews,
bottles, etc] — robertsfamly@earthlink.net
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Concluded on page 38

William B. Robinson [Dealer; collects WI postal history]—
wbrob@hotmail.com
Julius Rockwell [Alaska] — juliusro@alaska.net
Gilbert M. Roderick [Dealer. Downeast Stamps. Collects Straight line
stampless, cameo advertising, Maine p.h.] — destamps@acadia.net
James E. Rogers [VT machine canels, NH & ME flags]—
J_Rogers@juno.com
Robert C. Roland [post cards, postal history, U.S.]—
robt.roland@sbcglobal.net
Romanelli, Paul [bkjacks on cvr; VT, ME p hist.]—
docROMA2000@yahoo.com
Robert G. Rose [New Jersey p.h.] — rrose@daypitney.com
Hal Ross [Kansas Territorials & postmarks] — halross@sbcglobal.net
Art Rupert [Rural Branches & Stations, CPO] — aerupert@bentonrea.com
Roger Rydberg [Colorado postal history] — rrydberg5@comcast.net
Bill Sammis [US Express Company labels, stamps & covers] —
cds13@cornell.edu
William Sandrik [Disinfected mail, Austrian Lloyd] —
sandrik42@verizon.net
A.J. Savakis [Ohio-machines] — mcsforum@embarqmail.com
Robert Scales [western states, crashes, Doanes, Expos]—
bscales@bak.rr.com
Allan Schefer [U.S. foreign mails 1861-1870; fancy cancels, 3c US 1861,
Bicycle ad cvrs & pcs, France 1871-75 ceres issue, prex]—
schef21n@netscape.net
Henry B. Scheuer .[U.S. FDCs, pre-1935] — hscheuer@jmsonline.com
Steve Schmale [Dealer-Western states.Collects Plumas & Placer Co,
postcard & photo views any small US towns — outweststeve@ftcnet.net
Dennis W. Schmidt [US Off postal stationery/covers] —
officials2001@yahoo.com
Fred Schmitt  [Dealer] — fred@fredschmitt.com & http://
www.fredschmitt.com
Robert Schultz [Missouri postal history]— schulhstry@aol.com

www.civi lwar.org
Joseph Sedivy [1909 cners-cover&card; RPO, Chi stcars] —
JNJSED717@aol.com
Larry R. Sell [postal history/banknotes,1861,1902’s] —
larrysell@infoblvd.net
Mike Senta [Alaska postal history] — msenta@mtaonline.net
Michael Serdy [Western Express] hmbgc15@comcast.net
Norman Shachat [Phila. & Bucks Co. PH] — nshachat@msn.com
Edwin H. Shane [Philippines, WWII military PI, masonic, Computers]
— edmarshane@earthlink.net
Robert Shaub[PA:York Co; MD:BaltimoreCo— r_shaub351@live.com
Terry Shaw [Alaska; Early Airmail] — cgsarchxx@aol.com
Richard Sheaff [Illustrated ad covers; NH-Cornish Flat; MA-Ballardvale]
—dicksheaff@cox.net & www.sheaff-ephemera.com
Timothy M. Sheehan [NM Territorial ph]—timsheehan505@gmail.com
Dan Sherman [settlement of post-civil war West] —
dsherman@oikosmedia.com
Lawrence Sherman [WWII-Foreign Destinations; APO at Washington
Monument 1943; Bolivia & Peru up to 1940; Chili Centennial issues, 1910l]
 — larrysherman@san.rr.com
David J. Simmons [Israel,Palestine,Gaza; U.S. Seaboard, Worcester
MA]
— dsim465835@cs.com
Ed Siskin [U.S. Colonial, WWI, Free Franks] – jeananded@comcast.net
Rich Small [Machine cancels, post offices] — rsmall003@comcast.net
&http://hometown.aol.com/rsmall9293/mcfmain.htm
R. J. “Jack” Smalling [IA DPOs; baseball autogrs]—
jack@baseballaddresses.com
Chet Smith [US post offices; branches & stations] — cms@psu.edu
Jack M. Smith, Sr. [Texas DPOs; TX Doane Co-ordinator]—
jandd@tstar.net
Thomas Smith [Mississippi, DPO & RMS] — smiththomash@yahoo.com
Fred Smyithe — fredabet@paulbunyan.net
Gus Spector [PA ad covers & postal history] gspec56@aol.com
Jessie Spector [US postal history] — Jesse.Spector@verizon.net
Anita Sprankle [Northcentral PA DPOs] — lysprank@aol.com
Ken Stach [Dakota & Nebraska territories] — kstach@santel.net
Kurt Stauffer [WWII POW mail & military]— kastauffer@aol.com
John Steele [IL postal history] — john_steele_578@comcast.net

Rex H. “Jim” Stever [Republic of Texas] — rhstever@hotmail.com
Seymour B. Stiss (Chicago & IL postal history)—sbstiss@msn.com
Robert Stoldal [Nevada] - stoldal@cox.net
Greg Stone [19th C postal history, esp MI] — michcovers@ec.rr.com
David L. Straight [Pneumatic mail; St. Louis, USPO forms] —
dls@wustl.edu
Bill Strauss [Texas] — baagrade@aol.com
Howard P. Strohn [CA: Monterey & San Benito Co] —
howardpstrohn@mybluelight.com
Marc Stromberg [Blood’s Despatch, CA: Alameda, C.Costa co.s; Ships
of

Pearl Harbor & Clipper Mail]—marcsellshomes@msn.com
Bob Summerell [General PH, postal stationery, early cinema/theatre
deltiology]
 — kusummer@aol.com
Greg Sutherland [Dealer: Freeman’s philatelic literature]
—gregfreecoax.net    http://www.gregfree.com
Robert Svoboda [Montana postal history]— SVOBODA7@aol.com
Bob Swanson [WWI p.h.] — rds@swansongrp.com &
www.swansongrp.com/posthist.html
Bill Tatham [California] — wtatham@charter.net
Michael Taugher  [So Cal-LA, Ventura, San Diego counties; Scandanavia
Baltic)
— mtaugher@aol.com
Stephen T. Taylor [Dealer: US postal history]— info@stephentaylor.co.uk
www.stephentaylor.co.uk
Gerry Tenney [Wash,Franklins & Prx, Westch &Ulster Co NY, C23’s com
use;  Cancels on banknots off cover,— gtenney@earthlink.net
The Collectors Club — (New York) collectorsclub@nac.net
David Thompson [Wisconsin p.h.] — thompdae@msn.com
Don Thompson [Stampless NH, MA, FL]  — thomcat7405@aol.com
James Tigner, Jr. [RPOs, ship cancels] — oldbayline@hotmail.com
Don Tocher [19th Century US] — dontocher@earthlink.net http://
www.postalnet.com/dontocher/
Allan Tomey [frontier military forts (post Civil War), war of 1812, esp
Naval]— tomey76@gmail.com
Jonathan Topper [Airmails, RPOs, APOs]— jctopper@swbell.net
Bob Trachimowicz [Worcester, Mass. P.history; Wesson Tobs of
Worcester]
 — track@alum.wpi.edu
William Treat [CO: Clear Creek, Gilpin & Jefferson counties 1850s-
1930s]
 — jtsouthwest@msn.com
Kenneth Trettin [IA: Floyd Co.&Rockford] —  hogman@onnitelcom.com
Tom Turner [Alabama postal history] — turnertomp@aol.com
Tom Unterberger [WI: Douglas County] — unterberger@chartermi.net
Jorge Vega-Rivera [Puerto Rico: 19th Century Maritime Mail & Spanish
American War 1898-1902] —portovega8@yahoo.com
George P. Wagner [US p.history-interesting uses-small banknotes to
modern;2nd & 4th Bureau, Wash-Frank, Prex, Liberty] —
gpwwauk@aol.com
Tim Wait [IL: Boone Co, Wa Bicentenneal 1932, Spec Deliv Bicycle
Airmail Special Deliv combo]  — t.wait@comcast.net
Jim Walker [NJ: Corvells Ferry Stamp Club. Collects Huntondon Co, NJ
& Bucks Co, PA postal history] — jiwalker@embarqmail.com
W. Danforth Walker [MD: Baltimore, Howard Co., British Commonwealth
postal history & stamps]— dan@insurecollectibles.com
Charles Wallis [OK & Indian Territory] — cobweb2006@sbcglobal.net
Lauck Walton [Early US machine cancels, unusual usages on postal
cards, C&D, county & postmaster cancels] — jwalton@shentel.net
Ron Wankel [Nebraska & WWII APOs on #UC9] —
margiegurley@aol.com
Ron Ward [Maryland PH] — Anoph2@aol.com
Jim Watson [Mendocino/Lake Co. CA cancels] — pygwats@mcn.org
Wayne Worthington [US Army in Canal Zone] — Waynew@erols.com
John S. Weigle [CA: Ventura Co; interrupted mail; officially sealed mail of
world, aux] — jweigle@vcnet.com
Rich Weiner [18th & 19th C letters w/ high content value; NC stampless

Covers] — rweiner@duke.edu
Larry Weinstock [Dealer-Western postal history; collects NW p.history,
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A Catalogue of Non-Standard Postmarks, 1900-1971

Figure 1 The Saint Mary post office served Glacier National Park in Montana from 1913 to
1915. It used a non-standard type A.1 handstamp in August 1913 as shown here.

Scope
We begin now the illustrated catalog portion of our
study. All non-standard town markings have been ar-
ranged and illustrated according to the type outline
presented earlier. The first type—listed as Type A.l
—are those postmarks that mimic 19th century tar-
get duplexes. The period under study is 1900 to 1971,
and we will be listing postmarks, where known, from
all United States, territories and possessions.

Altered and composite devices will be shown within
the alphabetical listing of each type and not as a sepa-
rate group. Such markings will be denoted as “altered”
or “composite” or both in the “Notes” column. A quick
recap of what is not being covered by this study in-
cludes damaged, “receiving” marks (if standard);
“transit” marks; parcel post; M.O.B.; registered; mail-
ing division; fancy cancels and special events (i.e.,
philatelically inspired designs); clerk markings; mailer’s
permits; RFDs; ship cancels; auxiliary markings; and
provisional and emergency markings (if standard).
What is under study is the regular sending and re-
ceiving town marks used on first class mail by any
class post office, branch or station.

The appearance of the indicia part of the postmark
(month, day, year and time) never makes a device
non-standard. This part of the device was removable
and not integral to the handstamp. Letters and num-
bers in the date could, therefore, be omitted, inverted,
and substituted with ease in a standard design post-
mark. On the other hand, the presence of interior or-
namentation (stars, crosses, curved lines, etc.) in the
postmark does make the postmark non-standard.

Projected Numbers of Non-
standard Markings
Our total list of nonstandard markings stands at over
3,800, and we fully expect many others to be discov-
ered over time. It is interesting to speculate as to how
many nonstandard markings have been used over the
71 years of our study period.

For a starting point we will need to know how many
post offices existed during this period. Table 1 lists
the total number of fourth class post offices by state
in descending order by number of offices as of June
30, 1902. This date approximates the time when U.S.
offices were at a maximum. By the middle of 1902

Type A.1 Duplex Target Cancels

By Randy Stehle & Doug DeRoest
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post office numbers were approximately 1,000 less
than the all time high reached in 1900. The advent of
rural free delivery brought a sharp decline in the num-
ber of post offices beginning in 1901, and, when com-
bined with a number of other social and economic
factors, resulted in a total of only 29,100 fourth class
offices by 1940. Although this study is

not restricted to postmarks used by fourth class of-
fices, the evidence suggests that these were by far
the greatest users of nonstandard equipment.

An approximation of the total number of fourth class
post offices in operation from 1902 to 1940 would be
1) the number in existence in mid-1902; plus 2) those

Table 1 United States ranked in order of the number of fourth class post offices, June 30, 1902.
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established from 1903 -1940; plus 3) those higher class
offices relegated to fourth class; and 4) any name
changes. Thus, this total through 1940 becomes:

In operation 6/30/1902 71,193
Established 1903-1940 31,000
Relegated to 4th Class 200*
Name changes 5,000
Total 107,400

*Figures available fror1903-1911 only

The year 1940 was selected as a cutoff here because
very few offices established after this date appear to
have used non-standard devices until the advent of
the United States Postal Service (USPS) in 1971 re-
laxed restrictions on the use of privately procurred
postmark devices.

In order to have a rough estimate of the percentage of
existing offices using nonstandard postmarks, we can
use California as a model. There is some question as
to whether California, with it’s diverse geography and
fairly large number of offices, is a good representa-
tion of the nation as a whole, but a substantial amount
of postmark census work has already been done on
California through the efforts of John Williams in his
California Postmark Catalog project, and we may use
his results to make some rough projections.

During the period from 1902 through 1940 California
had approximately 2,700 fourth class post offices. Thus
far, we are aware of over 160 California offices that
used non-standard postmarks, meaning that nonstand-
ard postmarks were used by roughly 6% of the state’s
post offices. If we project this percentage to the na-
tion as a whole, we can estimate the total number of
offices using non-standard post marks to be 6,400. As-
suming that California still has many unreported non-
standard usages, the total for the whole country may
be closer to 10,000. Naturally, we are basing our pro-
jections on some pretty shaky assumptions, and can
therefore put little faith in them, but it will be interest-
ing to see the total number of nonstandards reported
over the next decade or so.

The statistics on offices using more than one nonstand-
ard postmark are worth noting. Thus far, we have iden-
tified 131 post offices which are known to have used
more than one non-standard postmark. This represents
roughly 10% of all known offices known to have used
non-standard equipment.

These 131 offices have resulted in 312 different
non-standard listings. Most—101 offices—used only
two nonstandard postmarks, but a few offices used as
many as five different types. The record, thus far, is
Tahoe, California, which is known to have used eight
different nonstandard postmark types. It does appear
that use of one non-standard postmark may have led
to the use of subsequent non-standard devices. Note
in our listing the use by Buck Hill Falls, Pennsylvania,
of three different type A.1 devices, and the use of
four different types by Farmington, Michigan.

Characteristics of Post Offices
Using Nonstandard Postmarks
Several trends and tendencies have been noted in con-
nection with the type of post offices that are known to
have used nonstandard equipment. Although this analy-
sis is based upon only about 1,200 reports, and must
therefore considered preliminary, it seems worthwhile
to share these results here.

Date of establishment appears to be the most critical
factor. The vast majority of reports (98%) were from
offices established prior to 1930. Only 23 offices es-
tablished after 1930 are known to have used nonstand-
ard postmarks. This would seem to support the be-
lieve that the efforts of the POD to curtail nonstand-
ard equipment use were successful. However, there
are a substantially larger number (several hundred) of
examples of non-standard postmarks used in the post-
1930 period by older post offices. It appears that older
post offices—particularly those that had used nonstand-
ard equipment earlier—were more prone to use non-
standard devices than those offices established after
1930.

One other characteristic of post offices using non-stan-
dard devices seems to be the size of the office. When
the first 1,200 reports were separated into “active” or
“dead” post offices, only one-third were from discon-
tinued post offices. If one assumes that the size of an
office correlates positively with it’s longevity, then it
would appear that the larger fourth class offices may
have used non-standard postmarks more often. On the
other hand, the fact than many short lived, small post
offices have not yet been documented through the use
of any postmarks may play a role in this factor. Cata-
logs for Alaska, Arizona and New Mexico, which
present fairly complete listings of postmarks for all post
offices, do, however, suggest that the short-lived post
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offices really did not use many non-standard devices,
and it does appear that mail volume played a role in
nonstandard postmark use.

Distribution Patterns
One of the goals of this study has been to see if there
are any discernable patterns of distribution among the
various non-standard postmark types. What we mean
by “distribution patterns” is 1) are some devices so
similar in design that they must have come from the
same manufacturer, and, if so, can these manufactur-
ers be identified?; and 2) do similar devices tend to be
used in certain geographic regions and therefore indi-
cate a single source?

Some of these patterns have been observed for the
vertical bar killers (heavy distribution in Texas and
adjacent states) and for some of the pseudo-machine
devices (similar characteristics indicating the same
manufacturer). However, much more study needs to
be done in this area before any conclusions can be
offered.

Catalog Section
The headings on the descriptive information for the
tracings are:

CODE - The letter designation is taken from the Type
Chart. The numeric suffix identifies each device within
the type and, at present, is in multiples of ten. We
have done this in order to leave space for additional
discoveries as they occur.

TOWN - Alphabetically, and then chronologically,
arranged within each type. Post office names appear
as they do in the postmark.

STATE - A two-letter abbreviation has been used in
order to facilitate the use of a computer in record keep-
ing.

PO DATES - Dates the post office was in existence
taken from either published listings or unpublished
working lists. Errors in operating dates may be present,
and if you spot one please notify the authors. Lack of
a date indicates lack of information (parts of GA, AL,
and many branches & stations from all over the coun-
try are not presently listed).

EKU/LKU - Earliest and Latest known usage. Please
report any date extensions to the editor.

POSTMARK (PMK) - The diameter of the cds
portion of the device in millimeters. If the postmark is
a double or triple circle, then two or three numbers

will appear. Some of the discovery examples are
poorly struck, and measurements should be consid-
ered to be within plus or minus one millimeter.

KILLER (KLR) - The diameter of circular killers in
millimeters or the vertical height of non-circular kill-
ers. The number (if any) in parentheses shows the
number of circles in the killer (or the number of bars
in some other types). As some examples are not well
struck, measurements shown here are also within one
mm.

S/I - Scarcity Index. This is a somewhat subjective
estimate of the value of a fine specimen on cover or
post card. We believe that any nonstandard postmark
on a clean cover or card is worth at least $2.00. The
collecting of such postmarks as a specific subject of
interest is still in the early stage, and most of the value
we have assigned is based upon the time the post of-
fice operated, the demand for the particular state or
section of a state, the cross demand from other col-
lectors (i.e., flags, machines, town & county, fancy
cancels, fort collectors, etc.), and a variety of other
factors. These S/I Values are open for comments and
we encourage readers to send up their thoughts, as
well as any new reports and date extensions.

Scarcity Index and Current Market

S/I Dollar Range

1 $2 to $5

2 $5 to $10

3 $10 to $20

4 $20 to $35

5 $35 to $50

6 $50 to $100

7 $100 to $200

8 $200 to $500

9 Over  $500

NOTES (N) - Any additional comments regarding
particular nonstandard postmarks.
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Figure 2 A selection of type A.1 non-standard duplexes shows numerous design variations.
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CODE TOWN STATE PO DATES  EKU LKU PMK KLR N S/I

A.1-010 ALDIE VA 1811- 23-Nov-16 31 16(4) 1 2

A.1-020 ARTHUR CITY TX 1886- 12 OCT 1? 30 16(4) 1 2

A.1-024 ASH CREEK MN 1894-1939 14-Jun-10 25 16(5) 2

A.1-030 BASS RIVER MA 1919-1960 23-Dec-18 9-Jun-23 30 21(4) 2

A.1-040 BATTLE MOUNTAIN NV 1856- 22-Dec-14 27-Jan-15 35x18 18(4) 3

A.1-046 BERGLAND MI 1903- 24-Dec-09 29 16(4) 2

A.1-047 BERGLAND MI 1903- 20-Aug-15 31 16(4) 1 2

A.1-050 BERNHARDS BAY NY 1850- 6-Nov-11 32 15(4) 2

A.1-060 BETHEL KY 1843- 12-Dec-14 30 16(4) 1 2

A.1-065 BLANDING IL 1888-1912 16-Apr-09 16-Nov-10 31x20  16(4) 3

A.1-070 BLEECKER NY 1840-1918 20-Oct-14 31 16(4) 1 2

A.1-076 BOLES KY 1888/1964 ?? OCT 11 31x20  16(4) 2

A.1-080 BOLTZ PA 1919-1965 18-Apr-19 15-Feb-21 30 16(4) 2 2

A.1-085 BOX ELDER MT 1889- 19-Sep-00 23-Mar-01 25 16(5) 3

A.1-090 BRENTWOOD TN 1856- 15-Mar-10 27-Oct-1? 30 17(4) 2

A.1-100 BROCKWAY CA 1901-1966 7-Aug-14 19-Aug-14 33x31 15(3) 3

A.1-110 BUCK HILL FALLS PA 1903- 26-Jun-09 15-Jul-12 32 16(4) 1 2

A.1-120 BUCK HILL FALLS PA 1903- 16-Aug-16 9-May-21 30 16(4) 1 2

A.1-125 BUCK HILL FALLS PA 1903- 15-Jul-12 19-Jul-12 34 17(4) 2

A.1-130 BUCK HILL FALLS PA 1903- 16-Jul-22 31x29 16(4) 2

A.1-140 BUCKLEY MI 1906- 9-Jul-08 5-Apr-09 25 16(5) 2
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Plate 1 (illustrations are approximately 80% of original size)
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A.1-150 BUFFALO TX 1876- 20-Feb-13 29 23(4) 1 2

A.1-160 BURRESS NE 1887/1942 17-Nov-09 30-Jul-10 24 15(5) 3

A.1-170 BURTON TX 1870- 31-Dec-10 14-Dec-12 29 16(4) 2

A.1-180 BYERS CO 1873- ?? Apr 13 23-Dec-15 31 17(4) 2

A.1-186 CAROLINA WV 1917- 13-Dec-19 30 16(4) 1 2

A.1-187 CAROLINA WV 1917- 14-Feb-21 31.5 16(4) 1 2

A.1-190 CASTROVILLE TX 1847- ?? Sep 13 28-Mar-17 30 15(4) 2 2

A.1-195 CEDAR CANYON SD 1914-1949 12-Aug-14 30 15(4) 3

A.1-200 CHARLOTTE VT 1879- 21-Dec-11 30 17(4) 2

A.1-210 CHOKIO MN 1891- 20-Jan-15 25 15(4) 2

A.1-220 CINNAMINSON NJ 1836-1915 30-Aug-07 30 17(3) 3

A.1-222 CLARKSVILLE NH 1854-1913 19 JUN 0? 32.5X19.5 21(4) 3

A.1-223 CLAYTON WA 1894- 16-Sep-02 25 16(5) 1 2

A.1-225 CLIVE IA 1882-1972 13-Feb-10 25 16(4) 2

A.1-228 COCHRANE OR 1918-1948 11-Aug-18 31 16(4) 1 3

A.1-229 COLEMANVILLE PA 1854-1914 11-Aug-08 27-Aug-13 30x19 16(4) 2 3

A.1-230 COTATI CA 1894- 10-Oct-04 9-Mar-05 24 15(5) 2

A.1-240 CRANBERRY CREEK NY 1819-1930 5-Apr-17 31 16(4) 1 2

A.1-250 CROCKER SD 1907-1983 14-Jul-09 5-Dec-09 24 14(4) 2

A.1-251 CROOKS ID 1906-1920 23-Oct-06 31x20  17(4) 4

A.1-252 CROYDEN NH 1824-1965 21-Dec-14 30 16(4) 2

A.1-253 CRUSEL LA 1911-1916 28-Jan-14 31 16(4) 1 4

A.1-254 CUCUMBER WV 1903- 31-Dec-17 30 16(4) 1 2

CODE TOWN STATE PO DATES  EKU LKU PMK KLR N S/I



September  2009 17

Plate 2 (illustrations are approximately 80% of original size)
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CODE TOWN STATE PO DATES  EKU LKU PMK KLR N S/I

A.1-257 DEATSVILLE KY 1870- 3-Aug-11 30x28 16(4) 2

A.1-258 DEFORD MI 1884- 12-May-13 32 17(4) 2

A.1-260 DORCHESTER VA 1895-1964 22-Feb-19 31 16(4) 1 2

A.1-270 DRILL VA 1908-1963 11-Mar-21 31 16(4) 1 2

A.1-279 DUBUQUE KS 1879-1909 15-Oct-05 30x28  16(4) 3

A.1-280 DUBUQUE KS 1879-1909 1-Feb-09 24 15(5) 3

A.1-289 DUNCANS MILLS CA 1862- 20-Apr-01 30.5x19.5 17(4) 3

A.1-290 DUNCAN’S MILLS CA 1862- 21-Mar-02 11-Jul-29 29x18 18(4) 2

A.1-293 DUNDON WV 1915-1960 4-Dec-17 30 16(4) 1 2

A.1-295 EAST BERKLEY PA 1875-1908 12-Oct-07 29 17(4) 3

A.1-296 ECKFORD MI 1884-1934 24-Nov-15 10-Aug-16 31 16(4) 2

A.1-300 EMERSON NJ 1909- 22-Jan-13 31 16(4) 2

A.1-305 ENFIELD ME 1835- 24-Oct-16 31 15(4) 1 2

A.1-310 EPTON PA 1886-1932 14-Sep-17 21 16(4) 1 2

A.1-320 FARMINGTON MI 1826- 9-Oct-08 30 15(4) 2

A.1-330 FARMINGTON MI 1826- 27-Apr-10 20-Feb-13 29 16(4) 2

A.1-331 FARMINGTON MI 1826- 15-Dec-14 32 16(4) 1 2

A.1-340 FELTON PA 1874- 22-Dec-19 30 15(4) 2

A.1-342 FERRY WA 1904-1944 15-Sep-09 30 16(4) 3

A.1-345 FIBORN QUARRY MI 1907-1936 16-Mar-14 31 16(4) 1 2

A.1-347 FINDERNE NJ 1872-1927 24-Jan-03 15-Nov-07 29 16(4) 3

A.1-350 FORREST NM 1908/1967 3-Jun-14 30 15(4) 3
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Plate 3 (illustrations are approximately 80% of original size)
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CODE TOWN STATE PO DATES  EKU LKU PMK KLR N S/I

A.1-360 FOSTERIA TX 1906-1959 28-Feb-14 30 16(4) 1 2

A.1-370 FRANCIS CREEK WI 1917- 25-Mar-18 30 15(4) 2

A.1-380 FREEDOM NE 1886/1946 6-Sep-09 31-Oct-10 24 15(4) 2

A.1-390 GEMMELL MN 1905-1974 1-Jan-10 7-Jan-10 24 15(4) 2

A.1-400 GENEVA TX 1884- 22-Dec-14 30 14(4) 2

A.1-410 GLADSTONE MN 1888/1923 29-Dec-10 15-Sep-11 30 16(4) 2

A.1-411 GILTNER NE 1895- 21-Dec-14 22-Dec-14 31 15(4) 2

A.1-412 GLENCOE CA 1878-1916 12-Feb-06 21-Jan-07 33x30½x20½ 16(4) 4

A.1-415 GLOVER ND 1887-1943 1-Apr-05 24 15(4) 3

A.1-420 GOOSE CREEK TX 1913-1948 10-Oct-17 30 15(4) 2

A.1-422 GRAND FALLS TX 1897- 3-Oct-10 28.5  18(4) 2

A.1-423 GRAND MARSH WI 1850/ 11-Mar-13 24 16(4) 1 2

A.1-424 GRAYDON TX 1895-1919 13-Mar-11 29 22(5) 3

A.1-424A GREENFIELD MO 1850- 19-Dec-07 6-Mar-08 31.5x19.5 17(5) 2 2

A.1-425 GROSS NE 1895-1959 14 NOV 0? 27-Nov-08 31x20 18(4) 2 2

A.1-430 HEWINS KS 1887- 27-Mar-10 20-May-10 30x27 17(5) 2

A.1-440 HIGHLAND SPRINGS VA 1891/1975 9-Mar-12 32 18(3) 1 2

A.1-450 HIGHROCK PA 1904-1957 12-Aug-07 13-Feb-09 30 15(4) 2

A.1-460 HINDSBORO IL 1873- 22-Dec-10 21-Apr-11 30 16(4) 2

A.1-470 HOBSON NV 1902/1936 11-Dec-10 24-Dec-11 30 19(4) 5

A.1-480 HULDA MO 1904-1916 13-Jan-13 31 15(4) 3
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Plate 4 (illustrations are approximately 80% of original size)
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CODE TOWN STATE PO DATES  EKU LKU PMK KLR N S/I

A.1-490 HUNTLEY MT 1877/- 31-Dec-09 24 15(4) 2

A.1-493 ISABEL SD 1910- 17-Sep-10 34 18(3) 3

A.1-495 ITMANN WV 1917- 12-Dec-17 31 16(4) 2

A.1-497 JONSTAD MN 1902-1914 10-Dec-08 25 16(4) 3

A.1-499 KEEGAN ME 1907 27-Jun-18 31x19.5 16(4) 1 2

A.1-500 KELLOGG ND 1898-1910 20 OCT 0? 29-Sep-09 30x19 16(4) 3

A.1-510 KERNVILLE CA 1868- 26-Aug-08 25 16(4) 2

A.1-520 KEWAUNEE WI 1852- 24-Dec-09 28 16(4) 2

A.1-525 KIMBAL KS 1888-1950 26-Oct-19 31 16(4) 1 2

A.1-527 KIPLING OH 1899- 29-Oct-22 31 16(4) 2

A.1-530 KISSEL HILL PA 1888-1918 3-Sep-08 28 15(5) 3

A.1-535 KNIGHTS KEY FL 1908-1912 7-May-09 29x19 18(4) 4

A.1-540 KOUNTZE TX 1882- 16-Jul-15 32 16(4) 1 2

A.1-550 LA MESA CA 1891- 11-Dec-06 20-Dec-07 30x15 15(4) 2

A.1-560 LA PORTE MN 1901- 11-Apr-07 24 15(4) 2

A.1-565 LAMONA WA 1895-1985 17-Dec-10 29 16(4) 3

A.1-567 LARK ND 1907-1985 21-Dec-18 30 16(4) 2

A.1-570 LAVACA AR 1881- 25-Dec-16 29 16(4) 1 2

A.1-580 LEGRAND MI 1901-1920 19-Oct-08 30 17(4) 3

A.1-590 LYTTON CA 1895-1954 24-Mar-10 22-Aug-12 31x14 16(4) 2
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Plate 5 (illustrations are approximately 80% of original size)
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CODE TOWN STATE PO DATES  EKU LKU PMK KLR N S/I

A.1-600 MACDONA TX 1886- 16-Jul-17 1-Jun-22 30 15(4) 1 2

A.1-610 MANCHESTER CENTER VT 1893- 15-Jul-24 17-May-28 31x16 15(3) 3 2

A.1-620 MANCHESTER CENTER VT 1893- 18-Aug-28 4-Aug-34 30x15 15(3) 3 2

A.1-625 MARLBORO VT 1812/ 24-May-10 30 16(4) 1 2

A.1-630 MARTINSDALE MT 1878- 24-Jul-09 30 17(4) 2

A.1-635 MASKELL NE 1908- 1917 30 16(4) 1 2

A.1-640 MASSAWEPIE NY 1895/1913 21-Aug-03 31x20 17(4) 2

A.1-650 McBRIDE MO 1905-1961 13-Dec-11 29x13.5 16(4) 1 2

A.1-659 MCCABE AZ 1897- 20-Dec-01 10-Apr-02 28.5 16(5) 7

A.1-660 McCABE AZ 1897- 16-Apr-02 12-Nov-02 30x14 17(4) 7

A.1-665 McLEAN NY 1826- 9-Oct-12 31 16(4) 3

A.1-670 McRAE AR 1890- 8-Oct-10 30x19 17(11) 2

A.1-680 MEREDITH CO 1893- 20-Apr-09 31 20(3) 2

A.1-685 MERROW CT 1883-1980 2-May-04 22-Jul-04 30 20(3) 2

A.1-690 MILLER RUN PA 1916-1934 15-Jun-20 31 16(4) 1 2

A.1-695 MODALE IA 1858- 28-Feb-16 31 16(4) 2

A.1-698 MOOERS FORKS NY 1868- 31-Aug-12 32 16(4) 2

A.1-700 MORTON NY 1894- 18-Jul-18 31 17(4) 1 2

A.1-702 MOUNTAlNVIEW WY 1898- 9-May-10 31 16(4) 1 2

A.1-705 MUNSON FL 1913-1954 17-Nov-17 33 16(4) 1 3
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Plate 6 (illustrations are approximately 80% of original size)
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CODE TOWN STATE PO DATES  EKU LKU PMK KLR N S/I

A.1-710 MYKAWA TX 1907- 17-Feb-12 30.5 16(4) 1 2

A.1-720 NEKOOSA WI 1893- 5-Mar-31 3-Nov-41 31 17(3) 2

A.1-730 NEW BERLIN IL 1864- 8-Nov-12 30x27x18 17(4) 2

A.1-737 NOGAL NM 1882- 8-Oct-12 22-Feb-15 31 16(4) 2 2

A.1-740 NONQUITT MA 1884-1964 22-Aug-05 29 19(3) 2

A.1-744 NORTH FRANKLIN NY 1837/1917 16-Aug-15 31 15(4) 2

A.1-747 OLDS IA 1884- 24-Dec-12 26-Dec-12 29 16(4) 2

A.1-748 OLDS IA 1884- 27-Nov-14 32 16(4) 2

A.1-750 ONSTED MI 1884- 9-Mar-10 13-Jul-10 31.5 16(4) 1 2

A.1-760 ONSTED MI 1884- 16-May-16 20-Apr-17 31x26 15(40 1 2

A.1-770 ORISKA ND 1881- 20-Sep-13 24.5 16(4) 2

A.1-774 OSLO FL 1898-1919 23-Apr-12 27x19 17(4) 3

A.1-777 PANHANDLE OH 1911-1923 29-Jan-13 30.5 16(4) 3

A.1-780 PECOS NM 1883/ 8-Aug-06 15-Aug-08 28 19(50 2

A.1-790 PERKINSVILLE VT 1828- 26-Dec-21 30x21 17(4) 2

A.1-799 PETERS NE 1902-1934 20-Aug-07 28x18 20(3) 3

A.1-800 PETERS LANDING TN 1869/1956 21-Aug-14 30 16(4) 1 2

A.1-810 PINE CAMP NY 1908-1914 18-Jun-08 29-Aug-10 31x27x13 15(4) 2

A.1-820 PISECO NY 1881- 18-Feb-10 1-Sep-10 30.5x18.5 15(3) 2
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Plate 7 (illustrations are approximately 80% of original size)
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CODE TOWN STATE PO DATES  EKU LKU PMK KLR N S/I

A.1-830 PLANO AL 1877-1914 6-Apr-14 31 16(4) 1 4

A.1-834 POWER MT 1910- 13-Aug-15 31 19(4) 1 2

A.1-837 QUINTON OK 1902- 19-Aug-10 31 16(4) 1 2

A.1-840 RAMSDELL TX 1903-1926 26-Aug-15 31 16(4) 1 3

A.1-850 REARDAN WA 1890- 20-Apr-08 31-Dec-08 29 15(4) 2

A.1-860 REXFORD FLATS NY 1824-1911 7-Feb-08 31-Mar-11 29x13 16(40 2

A.1-863 ROCKLIFF NC 1906-1919 24-Jul-16 30 16(4) 3

A.1-865 ROGERSVILLE MI 1873/1919 7-Feb-10 18-Dec-10 30x19 16(4) 1 3

A.1-870 ROZELLVILLE WI 1877-1929 21-Mar-10 4-Jan-12 33x21 16(4) 1 2

A.1-871 ROZELLVILLE WI 1877-1929 26-Dec-12 25 16(4) 3

A.1-875 SALAMA WV 1887-1910 15-Feb-10 29 16(4) 3

A.1-880 SATTES WV 1883-1924 7-Jan-14 30 16(4) 1 2

A.1-890 SCHALLS MO 1877-1915 17-Dec-14 30 16(4) 1 2

A.1-900 SCHUMM OH 1881-1953 12-Feb-10 28 17(4) 2

A.1-910 SCHUYLER VA 1887- 9-Dec-16 30 17(4) 1 2

A.1-915 SCRUGGS VA 1880-1941 5-Aug-11 30 16(4) 2

A.1-920 SEVY WV 1914-1918 24-Dec-17 31 16(4) 1 4

A.1-930 SHANDAKEN NY 1805- 15-Dec-08 4-Jan-09 30x15 15(4) 2

A.1-940 SHAWNEE PA 1843-1909 5-Aug-09 27-Sep-09 29x13.5 17(4) 3

A.1-950 SHERMAN WY 1868-1919 11-Aug-07 31-Oct-10 29x26 16(5) 3
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Plate 8 (illustrations are approximately 80% of original size)
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CODE TOWN STATE PO DATES  EKU LKU PMK KLR N S/I

A.1-960 SILESIA MT 1900-1975 3-May-13 30 15(4) 2

A.1-970 SILESIA MT 1900-1975 8-May-13 30 15(4) 2

A.1-975 SLACK WY 1891-1913 1-Apr-07 12-Dec-07 31x21x19 16(4) 4

A.1-980 SMITHFIELD IL 1868- 16-Sep-09 14-Jan-13 30 17(4) 2

A.1-984 SODUS POINT NY 1826- 2-Jan-11 32 17(4) 2

A.1-987 SOUTH BLOOMINGVILLE OH 1857- 30-Aug-17 30 15(4) 2

A.1-990 SOUTH CASCO ME 1856- 13-Aug-08 19-Jul-09 32x17 16(4) 2

A.1-995 SPORTING HILL PA 1851-1914 19 ???  14 29 16(4) 3 3

A.1-1000 SPRAGUE WI 1907-1945 23-Jun-13 31 16(4) 1 2

A.1-1010 SPRAKERS NY 1883- 2-Jan-14 3-Jun-14 30 15(4) 2 2

A.1-1017 STANDISH NY 1886-1958 2? Dec 1? 30 16(4) 2 3

A.1-1020 STANLEY ND 1899- 22-Nov-09 27-Jan-10 29x26 17(5) 2

A.1-1030 STEELE MD 1896- 28-Jan-04 25 15(4) 1 2

A.1-1035 STISSING NY 1870-1932 10-Oct-06 30 17(4) 2

A.1-1040 ST. MARY MT 1898/1915 5-Aug-13 33 16(5) 6

A.1-1050 TELLER AK 1900- 1-Jun-07 6-Aug-08 30 16(4) 7

A.1-1052 TENNANT IA 1903- 29-Sep-17 30 16(4) 1 2

A.1-1055 TERREBONNE MN 1881-1915 14-Feb-14 32 16(4) 3

A.1-1056 THORNBERG IA 1893- 11-Feb-15 31 16(4) 1 2

A.1-1058 TIPTONVILLE TN 1865- 25-May-10 6-Aug-10 29.5x19 17(4) 3
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Plate 9 (illustrations are approximately 80% of original size)
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CODE TOWN STATE PO DATES  EKU LKU PMK KLR N S/I

A.1-1060 TOWNLEY MO 1905-1919 28-Jun-07 29x17 15(4) 3

A.1-1070 TOWNSEND WI 1903- 26-Jul-17 32 16(4) 1 2

A.1-1080 TRAIL MN 1910- 22-Apr-16 6-Jun-16 30 15(4) 2 2

A.1-1090 TURKEY CREEK FL 1892-1943 6-Apr-12 30x13 17(4) 2

A.1-1100 TURNPIKE PA 1877-1926 8-Jan-16 30 15(4) 2

A.1-1105 UPLAND NE 1887- 19-Jan-09 31x28 19(3) 2

A.1-1108 VERDI NV 1869- 19-May-00 31 17(3) 4

A.1-1110 VERO FL 1891-1925 2-Apr-17 32x20 17(4) 2

A.1-1120 VINEYARD NY 1898-1931 5-Jul-07 30 17(4) 2

A.1-1130 VOSBURG PA 1889-1931 5-Apr-12 30 16(4) 2

A.1-1135 WADDAMS GROVE IL 1876-196? 14-Oct-07 28 17(2) 2

A.1-1140 WANAKENA NY 1902- 21-Apr-11 3-Aug-11 30x19 16(4) 2

A.1-1141 WANAKENA NY 1902- 26-Oct-08 1-Dec-10 31.5x21 18(4) 2

A.1-1150 WARDSBORO VT 1892- 2-Aug-37 18-Sep-44 30 17(4) 1 2

A.1-1157 WASHINGTON GROVE MD 1889- 26-Dec-14 13-Apr-16 31 16(4) 2

A.1-1160 WASHINGTONVILLE PA 1850- 24-Nov-16 6-Mar-18 30 16(4) 1 2

A.1-1170 WATSON CO 1889-1918 24-Jun-14 3 2x19 20(3) 5

A.1-1180 WELLINGTON TX 1894-1929 21-Jan-14 15-Jun-14 32 17(5) 1 3
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Plate 10 (illustrations are approximately 80% of original size)
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CODE TOWN STATE PO DATES  EKU LKU PMK KLR N S/I

A.1-1189 WEST BOWDOIN ME 1856- 19-Sep-06 29 16(4) 2

A.1-1190 WEST BOWDOIN ME 1856- 29-Mar-11 28-Mar-13 31 18(4) 2

A.1-1200 WEST LIBERTY IL 1878 31-Jul-15 31 16(4) 1 2

A.1-1204 WEST LINE PA 1893- 30-Jul-07 31 18(4) 2

A.1-1210 WEST POINT IL 1858 30-Sep-07 1-Oct-09 28 16(4) 2

A.1-1215 WHEELERVILLE PA 1883-1952 19-May-15 31 16(4) 2

A.1-1220 WHEELWRIGHT MA 1894- 13-Aug-06 3 1 17(4) 1 2

A.1-1230 WILBUR WV 1889- 27-Oct-18 19-Jan-10 29x18.5 16(4) 2

A.1-1240 WIMMERS PA 1890-1919 1-Oct-18 30 15(4) 3

A.1-1250 WORLAND WY 1902- 29-Jul-07 30 16(4) 2

A.1-1260 YORKLYN DE 1873- 16-Jun-15 31.5 16(4) 1 2

A.1-1270 ZENDA WI 1902- 25-Feb-15 31 16(4) 1 2

NOTES: (1) Earliest listed is on piece. (2) Latest listed is on piece. (3) No year date in CDS; confirmed by date
in message.
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The Postmasters General of the United States
XLIII. George von L. Meyer, 1907-1909

by Daniel Y. Meschter

George von Lengeerke Meyer’s career in government
was an exercise in inconsistency1. A Boston patrician
his first political success was election to the Boston
Common Council in 1889 where he would have rubbed
elbows with commoners, sons of Irish immigrants of
plebian origins. Beginning with McKinley’s appoint-
ment as ambassador to Italy in 1900, he was well re-
garded as a diplomat there and later as an informal
ambassador to Wilhelm II of Germany and Ambassa-
dor to Russia. Lastly, he was popular as Secretary of
the Navy under Taft from 1909 to 1913, including the
advent of World War I.

On the other hand, respecting his tenure
as Postmaster General, a Boston colum-
nist wrote at the time of his death in 1918:
“Many non-partisan observers concluded
that Mr. Meyer was miscast as Postmas-
ter General because the office is really a
business, and not once into which a man
with little previous knowledge of postal
affairs can fall without mature training2.”

“Nevertheless,” the columnist went on,
“while the burden of the work fell on the
shoulders of the First Assistant Postmaster General,
Frank H. Hitchcock,” who came to the Post Office
Department from Commerce with George Cortelyou
in 1905 and succeeded Meyer as Postmaster General
in 1909, “many reforms were brought about while Mr.,
Meyer was administering the Post Office Depart-
ment3.”

What Meyer really lacked, it turned out, was both le-
gal and legislative experience since the two most im-
portant of his proposed reforms required Congressional
approval.

George von Lengerke Meyer was born in Boston in
June 1858 to a wealthy East Indian trader dealing prin-
cipally in natural rubber. The elder Meyer almost cer-
tainly was of German extraction from his Germanic
surname, his choice of an aristocratic-sounding Ger-
man family name (von Lengerke) for his son’s middle
name, and that son’s report with a German monarch
while he later was ambassador to Italy. It is likely both
spoke German fluently.

While some kind of a connection no doubt existed be-
tween the Meyer/Meier and the Lengerke/Lengerken/
etc. families, no direct evidence of a common origin or
genealogical relationship has been discovered4.

Wayne A. Wiegand’s description of his upbringing gives
us an insight into his character: “He was raised in a
patrician society that was becoming disaffected from
national affairs because of the unfamiliar political align-
ments created by industrialization, immigration, and
problems of urbanization5.”

He was educated in Nobles School, which is still ex-
tent, a private institution then located in or near Bos-
ton for the preparation of boys for entry into Harvard

College from which he graduated in 1879.
He was employed by mercantile houses
during his first several years after leaving
college after which his social prestige
opened opportunities for him to enter large
companies and banks and rapid advance-
ment to senior officer positions in addi-
tion, of course, in Linder and Meyer, a
company his father established to trade
in the West Indies

He became interested in politics during
this time. His social prestige again served
him well. He was elected twice to the

Boston Common Council and to the Massachusetts
House of Representatives from 1892 to 1897, serving
as Speaker during his last four years. He gained na-
tional recognition as a member of the Republican Na-
tional Committee from Massachusetts from 1892 to
1896. He then returned to his State Street business at
the same time he became an effective fundraiser for
presidential candidates that brought him to the atten-
tion of the 1900 Republican candidate, William
McKinley.

Wealthy, socially poised, well-educated and knowledge-
able about world affairs, stylish in appearance and as
comfortable with the middle as the upper classes, his
selection as an ambassador to a European nation
seemed almost obvious. McKinley saw it that way
when he appointed Meyer ambassador to Italy in 1900
and Roosevelt followed suit when he took office a year
later.

In Rome, perhaps Europe’s most popular meeting place
next to Paris at the moment, Meyer spread his wings,
so to speak, and easily mingled with the European ar-
istocracy that still held the reins of power to a consid-

George von L. Meyer
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erable extent throughout Europe. Among others he
developed a close relationship with the bombastic
Wilhelm II of Germany who the pragmatic Roosevelt
recognized as a threat to world peace. He encour-
aged the liaison and used Meyer as a surreptitious
courier for the exchange of messages instead of
through the regular ambassador in Berlin.

At the time Roosevelt took office following his elec-
tion to the presidency in his own right in 1904, he reap-
pointed Meyer ambassador to Russia on March 5,
1905. It was usual for a newly inaugurated president
to reassign his appointees both at home and overseas;
but in Meyer’s case this appointment was a sensitive
one.

Roosevelt was apprehensive of Russian ambitions to
open the Pacific to Russian hegemony beginning with
the opening of the port at Vladivostok and completion
of the Trans-Siberian Railway. Fulfillment of its longer
range objective, however, required access to a warm
water port; Vladivostok was open to shipping only
during the summer months. Russia focused its diplo-
macy on acquiring Port Arthur across the Korea Bay
west from northern Korea,,

China was still pursuing an isolationist policy, except
to defend its own territory from Russian and Japanese
incursions. Russia generally regarded Japan as a sec-
ond-rate military and naval power, although continued
defeats in Manchuria during the Sino-Japanese War
(1894-95) were eroding public morale and confidence
in the Czar.

Following Japanese military reverses in its war with
China, Russia succeeded in obtaining a lease on Port
Arthur from the Chinese in 1900. This, of course, was
not a presence the Japanese could tolerate in view of
their ambition to absorb Manchuria into the Japanese
empire. Japan declared war on Russia on Feb. 8, 1904
and established a siege by blockading the entrance to
the port. The Russians finally surrendered Port Arthur
in January 1905 in the face of a Japanese artillery bar-
rage.

Meanwhile, Russia dispatched its Baltic fleet on an
eight month, 18,000miles voyage via South Africa and
the Indiana Ocean to reinforce Port Arthur. Roosevelt
realized a day of reckoning was at hand when either
Russia or Japan would dominate the Far East depend-
ing on how the Russian strategy played out. With the
fall of Port Arthur to Japan, which the Baltic fleet only
learned at Madagascar, Roosevelt decided it was time
to get someone with the diplomatic skills Meyer had

demonstrated at Rome on the scene in St. Petersburg.
Meeyer’s instructions included opening a dialogue with
Czar Nicolas II personally.

The fall of Port Arthur forced the Baltic fleet, now
called the Second Pacific Squadron, to head for
Vladivostok for maintenance and re-supply. It had a
choice of several routes of which the fleet admiral
chose the shortest and most dangerous through the
narrow Tsushina Straits between the southernmost
Japanese home island and Korea.

The Japanese detected the Russian fleet in time to
position its much inferior fleet at the north end of the
straits where it “crossed the ‘T’” across the path of
the  Russian fleet coming through in single file on the
night of May 27, 1905. The Russian fleet could neither
escape into the open waters of the Sea of Japan ahead
nor retreat back down the straits. “Crossing the ‘T’”
was a classic naval maneuver seldom achieved in battle.
The Russians were utterly defeated. Virtually their
entire fleet was destroyed losing eight battleships;
twenty seven cruisers, destroyers and auxiliary ves-
sels; and 5,000 men. Only three vessels reached
Vladivostok. The Japanese lost three torpedo boats
and 116 men.

Japan was aware of Roosevelt’s interest in promoting
world peace and so asked the United States to ar-
range a peace conference to end the Russo-Japanese
War. On the other hand, popular opinion was that in
the face of defeats on land and sea, the Russians were
not ready to engage in negotiations that could only put
an end to Russian ambitions in the Far East.

Under these circumstances, persuading Czar Nicho-
las that a peace conference was in Russia’s best in-
terest fell to George Meyer. That he succeeded was
due in large part to the personal contact he was able
to develop in only a few months in St. Petersburg, his
diplomatic skill, and, perhaps most importantly, the
Czar’s distraction by the outbreak of the Revolution
of 1905 across Russia that Nicholas neither under-
stood nor knew how to deal with. Maintaining the au-
tocracy for his son, Alexi, to inherit remained his para-
mount objective.

Roosevelt carefully kept his hand off the conference
that occupied most of August 1905 in the Portsmouth,
New Hampshire Naval Base. A treaty was signed on
September 5th. The Japanese thought it was too le-
nient and the Russians too harsh. Roosevelt was award
the Nobel Peace Prize for 1906 and George Meyer
earned Roosevelt’s enduring respect.
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Meyer’s reward was a seat in Roosevelt’s cabinet.
When he returned to the United States after complet-
ing six years in the Foreign Service, Roosevelt ap-
pointed him Postmaster General on March 6, 19007,
probably not so much for what he could bring to the
Post Office Department as a trusted adviser on Euro-
pean affairs which he could see were becoming more
and more ominous with the bellicose “Kaiser Willie”
on the German throne and a militarily weak Russia

Meyer did not start out viewing the Post Office De-
partment as a sine cure. He consulted with the Presi-
dent in mid-August, no doubt following discussions with
his First Assistant, Frank Hitchcock, and reviewing
annual reports and postmaster general recommenda-
tions dating back as far as John Wanamaker. The pro-
gram he proposed was: (1) Establish a domestic par-
cel post service; (2) Reduce the overseas letter rate;
(3) Establish a postal savings bank; (4) Manufacture
and install stamp affixing and vending machines; (5)
Sort incoming foreign mail on board U.S., British, and
French ships6.

The establishment of a domestic parcel post and postal
savings banks required Congressional action which it
had long been loath to take (1 and 3). Even though an
overseas package service had been instituted by con-
ventions with foreign governments and on rural deliv-
ery routes, the express companies had always opposed
the Post Office Department offering a domestic par-
cel post service and succeeded blockings its authori-
zation in Congress. In the same manner, the banking
industry succeeded in blocking the establishment of a
system of postal savings banks. Meyer urged the es-
tablishment of a postal savings system as a way to
reduce widespread distrust of banks and the practice
of hoarding money, especially by rural residents, in
the interest of improving the national economy. But
Meyer was unable to influence Congress to take ac-
tion on these issues.

The idea of cheap letter postage throughout the Brit-
ish Empire took its first step toward realization in 1898
when a number of the dominions agreed on a rate of
one British penny per ounce or two cents in Canada.
Imperial Penny Postage took effect on Christmas Day,
1898 for which Canada issued its famous “Map Stamp”
depicting the British Empire. The British Post Office
urged the Americans to follow suit which it hesitated
to do until Meyer, with the President’s backing, en-
tered into an agreement reducing the rate between
the U.S. and Great Britain, Ireland, and Canada from

five cents per half ounce to two cents an ounce, fol-
lowing the Canadian rate, effective October 1, 19087.
Other overseas rates remained the same.

Meyer’s proposal for the government to manufacture
and install machines to affix stamps to envelopes, a
useful tool for bulk mailers, and to vend stamps to the
public did not come to pass. Industry was way ahead
of him in the design and manufacture of such equip-
ment, reducing the role of the Post Office Department
to providing the stamps. The Post Office obliged as
early as October 1906 before Meyer took office by
releasing the current one- and two-cent denominations
in imperforate sheets that could be cut into strips and
splices to make the rolls the machines required. When
experiments with perforating the strips (perf. 12) proved
unsuccessful due to accidental separation, several of
the machine manufacturers designed and used what
are known as “private perforations” until the bureau
adopted a more sturdy perf. 8½.

While Meyer was wrestling with providing coiled
stamps to the affixing and vending machine industry,
he also approved a new regular issue beginning with
seven denominations from one to eight cents known
as the Third Bureau Issue or, more familiarly, as the
Washington-Franklin issue. Markedly different from the
Second Bureau issue of 1903, the two basic designs
are strongly reminiscent of the one cent Franklin and
two cent Washington values of the First Bureau Issue
of 1895 that give the series its popular name. With ad-
ditional values issued from time to time and numerous
varieties it became a lengthy series. Due to its attrac-
tive colors, complexities, and long life until replaced by
the Fourth Bureau Issue of 1922-23, it is a favorite
with many collectors.

Once having raised the subject of sorting trans-Atlan-
tic mail on board ship, Meyer pretty much dropped the
subject. Among the possibilities were that while the
fast luxury liners had post offices of a sort on board to
receive ship letters and cards from passengers and
carried much letter mail as cargo, ship owners prob-
ably were loath to dedicate space for handling mail
bags and sorting mail and to carry non-paying clerks in
addition to the ship’s already considerable staff. Meyer
might also have discovered that the added cost did not
justify shipboard sorting in face of the Post Office’s
increasing deficits.

Admittedly, Meyer’s two years in office were hardly
long enough to overcome congressional resistance to
much of his agenda. With Roosevelt’s enthusiastic sup-
port of William Howard Taft to succeed him as presi-
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dent, it was clear Meyer’s time was running out. Par-
cel post and postal savings banks would have to await
another postmaster general.

On the other hand, Taft personally had small regard
for the Navy even in the face of the growing threat of
World War I, while Roosevelt was a strong supporter
as a former assistant secretary during McKinley’s first
term. Thus it is likely that following his election over
William Jennings Bryan making his third run for the
presidency, Taft appointed Meyer Secretary of the
Navy, no doubt at  Roosevelt’s recommendation. Once
in office, Taft pretty much left him alone.’

Meyer proved to be an outstanding, forward looking
Secretary. He spent most of his first year studying the
organization of the Navy and especially its hidden in-
ner workings. He found a moribund organization that
hadn’t been modernized in years. He regularly made
on-board inspections of ships when the “fleet was in,”
naval bases, training installations, and proving grounds
as well as interviewing both officers and crewmen at
depth.

Even with a reduced budget he succeeded in increas-
ing the number of vessels in commission by a quarter.
He developed a far-reaching plan of organization de-
signed to encourage enlisted personnel to think of the
Navy as a career by liberalizing promotion opportuni-
ties and the previously brutal disciplinary practices in-
herited from earlier days. He gave greater authority
to line officers, and creating a system of “aids,” simi-
lar to the adjutants in the army, to facilitate internal
communications among senior officers and the
secretary’s office. His numerous appearances made
him personally popular among all hands. Above all, he
did everything possible to prepare the Navy for the
war he could see coming from his years in Europe.
Even after serving a full four years, Meyer remained
interested in matters affecting the Navy throughout
World War I.

Approaching his sixtieth birthday in June, George
Meyer had much to offer his country as a senior ad-
viser in military and foreign affairs in preparation for
peace time reconstruction and the health and vigor to
carry out sensitive assignments when not long after
the first of 1918 he fell ill with what was diagnosed as
a malignant tumor in his stomach. He died at his home
in Boston on March 9, 1918 at age 59. The Navy gave
him a funeral at the Charleston Navy Base with full
military honors as a token of their respect and affec-
tion for a former Secretary.

(Endnotes)
1  See Vexler; Wiegand, Wayne W., “Meyeer, George
von Lengerke,” article in American National Biog-
raphy;” New York Times, March 10-11. 1918 (obit.)
for biographical sketches of George von L. Meyer;
several family genealogies also are available.
2  New York Times, March 10, 1910 under a March 9
Boston dateline.
3  Id.
4  Lengerken, Maja v. The vaon Lengerke(n) Fam-
ily, 1500-1997. Lasst edited by Hans Jürgen von
Lengerke, 1999, translated from German; private
manuscript
5  Op cit.
6  NYT, August 15, 1907.
7  NYT, June 4, 1908.
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Maritime-Philatelic History of
the S.S. Eider and Its Loss in 1892

She struck where the white and fleecy waves
Looked soft as carded wool,
But the cruel rocks, they gored her side
Like the horns of an angry bull.

From:  “Wreck of the Hesperus”
By:  Henry W. Longfellow

 By:  Henry J. Berthelot

On the evening of January 31, 1892, the S.S.
Eider stranded on Atherfield Ledge, off the
southwest shore of the Isle of Wight. There,

the steamship’s hull scraped against the rocks and
was fractured, causing the ship to fill with sea water.
While the mishap was heartrending to the passen-
gers and crew, the loss of that steamship was not
historically significant. Thus, when the
newsworthiness of the event ended, the Eider be-
came but a maritime statistic - one of the many nine-
teenth century ships to have succumbed to a “peril of
the sea.”1

Mail items salvaged from maritime mishaps present
an interesting area of philatelic study. This narrative
has a dual purpose:  to present the history of the Ei-
der and the events that culminated in its loss; and to
examine how the mail being transported by the Ei-
der on that fateful voyage was handled, focusing on
the cachets that were used to identify mail items re-
covered by divers from the flooded ship. It is esti-
mated that from 100 to 200 mail items salvaged from
the ship exist today.

In a philatelic context, the dictionary defines “cachet”
as “a slogan, design, etc., stamped or printed on an
envelope [postal or post card] or folded letter.”  The
term “cachet” will be used herein to mean “a postal
marking that was affixed to or accompanied a mail
item salvaged from a ship that encountered a peril of
the sea.”  Intended to briefly explain why the mail
item was delivered or returned in damaged condition,
or inordinately delayed in reaching the recipient or
being returned to its writer, cachets were:  struck
with a hand-stamp device made mainly of rubber, but
occasionally made of metal; written by hand; or
printed or handwritten onto labels. The labels may or
may not have had an adhesive on the reverse. La-
bels without adhesives were fastened by various

means to, or placed with the salvaged mail item during
reclamation. If the label had an adhesive backing, or if
glue were applied at the time of use, the label was
affixed to the salvaged mail item or utilized to secure
envelopes that were opened from exposure to sea
water. On occasions, badly-damaged mail items were
placed in other envelopes issued by the postal admin-
istration that handled recovery of the mail. Referred
to as “ambulances” when used in that manner, the
government-issued envelopes protected the salvaged
item and its content, as well as other mail matter with
which it came in contact during transit. Any marking
and/or label noted above may also have been applied
to the ambulance.

The Eider was built by John Elder & Co. of Glasgow,
Scotland, for the Norddeutscher Lloyd (North Ger-
man Lloyd) Line of Bremen, Germany. Launched on
December 15, 1883, the ship was 135.50 meters long
and 14.32 meters wide, with a registered tonnage of
4,719 tons. Although steam powered, the ship was also
rigged with sails should that form of power be neces-
sary. That dual form of locomotion was a common
practice of the era. Designed for transatlantic service,
the Eider plied the North Atlantic between New York
City, New York, the Line’s western terminus and
Bremen, Germany, its eastern terminus, with an inter-
mediate port call at Southampton, England.

On January 23, 1892, the Eider departed New York
Harbor under the command of Captain H. Heineke.
The ship carried 367 passengers, and was transport-
ing cargo consisting of:  cotton, corn and flour; gold
and silver valued at £250,000; and 596 bags of United
States mail, 386 bags for delivery to Southampton and
210 bags for delivery to Bremen. It has been reported
that mail from Columbia and Chile, addressed to En-
gland, Germany and Austria was also being transported
by the Eider.
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The Eider approached the Solent on Sunday evening,
January 31, 1892, in weather described as “patchy,
dense fog.”  As a safety measure, the ship’s speed
was reduced upon entering the fog. When a lighthouse
was seen to port—the Hurst Castle Lighthouse—the
bridge crew maintained the ship’s course to the right
of that light. A short while later, as the ship entered an
area free of fog, the bridge crew saw a lighthouse to
starboard, which they mistook to be the Needles Light-
house. Unfortunately, the Needles Lighthouse at the
time was completely obscured by dense fog; the light
seen from the Eider’s bridge was that of the St.
Catherine’s Lighthouse. So instead of entering the
Solent, the Eider steamed directly towards Atherfield
Ledge and stranded about ten o’clock p.m., on the
reef, approximately one-half mile from shore.

Distress rockets were fired from the Eider upon
stranding, and about eleven o’clock p.m. the Lifeboat
Catherine Swift2 (figure 2) was launched from
Atherfield Station to assist the Eider. In the mean-
time, since the ship was in no immediate danger, most
of the passengers, in consultation with the captain,
decided to wait until the next morning to disembark, if
that were necessary. Thirteen passengers, however,
insisted on being taken ashore without delay. Captain
Heineke ordered one of the ship’s lifeboats be
launched; those passengers were transferred to that
lifeboat and landed safely that night on the Isle of
Wight. When the Catherine Swift arrived at the ship,
Captain Heineke declined its services; however, he

In 1892, mariners had neither
sonar nor radar. Ships navi-
gated obstacles solely by
“log-distances,” with adjust-
ments for drifting and leeway.
Astride the shipping lane in
the English Channel, adjacent
to the Isle of Wight, was
Atherfield Ledge, at the time
a very dangerous reef. Since
channel currents toward the
reef were always strong,
there was the possibility that
a captain’s “dead-reckoning”
calculations could be im-
peded, especially during con-
ditions of adverse weather.
As an aid to ships navigating
the area, a series of light-
houses was located on the
English mainland and on the
Isle of Wight.

“The Solent,” a strait located between England and
the Isle of Wight, was the route used by ships to navi-
gate safely the English Channel to and from
Southampton. When an eastward-bound ship ap-
proached the Solent from the west, the ship’s bridge
crew kept the Hurst Castle Lighthouse on the English
mainland to their port [left] side and the Needles Light-
house on the Isle of Wight to their starboard [right]
side. Those lighthouses were four miles apart. At the
southern tip of the Isle of Wight was located St.
Catherine’s Lighthouse. The distance between the
Hurst Castle Lighthouse and the St. Catherine’s Light-
house was some ten miles.

To assist ships in distress around the coasts of En-
gland and Ireland, Sir William Hillary founded, in 1824,
the National Institution for the Preservation of Life
from Shipwrecks. The Institution, a charity dedicated
to saving lives at sea, was an all-volunteer organiza-
tion funded entirely by membership fees, donations and
legacies from the public. In 1854, the Institution changed
its name to, and since has been known as the Royal
National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI). Three lifeboat
stations (figure 1) were placed by the RNLI on the
south west coast of the Isle of Wight:  the Brook Bay
Station, which opened on August 13, 1860; the
Brighstone Grange Station, which also opened on that
date; and the Atherfield Station which opened on Oc-
tober 27, 1890.

Figure 1 Map showing locations of the three RNLI lifeboat stations on the
southwest coast of the Isle of Wight. The Brighstone Grange and the Atherfield
Stations were closed in 1915; the Brook Bay Station was in operation until 1937.
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As soon as weather conditions permitted, and through
Tuesday, February 2nd, 354 passengers and twenty-
five crew members, and a portion of the mail were
transferred from the ship and landed at the town of
Atherfield (figure 3) by the three lifeboats. Taken
across the island to Cowes, the passengers, crew and

gave to the lifeboat’s coxswain telegrams that re-
quested sea tugs to assist his ship. The telegrams
were sent from Atherfield Station upon that lifeboat’s
return to shore.

The Catherine Swift was launched again about seven
o’clock a.m. on Monday, February 1st, and its crew
pulled to the stranded ship. Once more its
help was refused, but Captain Heineke al-
lowed some of the Eider’s mail to be trans-
ferred to the lifeboat and taken ashore.
Upon the lifeboat returning to its station, that
mail was taken into custody by officials from
the Newport Post Office on the Isle of
Wight. Later that morning, the captain tried
to re-float his ship by jettisoning some of its
cargo. The attempt, however, was futile.

Unfortunately, a rainstorm with accompa-
nying high winds developed in the area, forc-
ing the sea tugs that were then en route to
the wreck site to return to port. The ad-
verse weather and a receding tide caused
the Eider to list and begin scrapping against
the rocks. For reasons of safety, Captain
Heineke decided to evacuate the ship. The
Brighstone Grange Station Lifeboat
Worcester Cadet3 and the Brook Bay Sta-
tion Lifeboat William Slaney Lewis4 were
then summoned to assist the Catherine
Swift. One news report pointed out that the
crew from the Brook Bay Station had a “five
hour pull against wind and seas” to reach
the Eider, which was stranded some six
miles from that station.

Figure 2 The Lifeboat Catherine Swift and its crew, circa 1892.

Figure 3 Front page from the February 7, 1892 edition of the
Frankfurt am Main Kleine Presse newspaper, depicting the
evacuation of the Eider.
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that portion of the mail
boarded another steamer
and were transported to
Southampton. During that
interval, the Prince of
Wales was dispatched to
Atherfield, where on
Wednesday, February 3rd

and Thursday, February 4th

he oversaw the landing of
the gold and silver from the
Eider. News reports
stated the transfer of
specie was “carefully su-
pervised by armed
coastguards.”  In all, the
lifeboats made forty-one
trips to the stranded ship.
Fortunately, no loss of life
or injury was sustained dur-
ing the rescue and salvage operations.

The captain and some of the crew remained on board
the Eider, hoping the ship could be re-floated. How-
ever, after a couple of days of constant motion against
the rocks the hull of the Eider fractured and its cargo
compartments were flooded. Subsequent salvage op-
erations had to be conducted by divers.

As relates to the mail, that portion carried to safety on
February 1st aboard the Catherine Swift, “almost
certainly all for Britain,” was processed and delivered
in the normal manner. Since those mail items had not
been damaged, and their delivery was not unduly de-
layed, no cachet was affixed to them. While the num-
ber of mail items recovered in water-damaged condi-
tion, by divers, was never mentioned, news reports
over the next two months noted:

That on February 3rd, “all the specie and several bags
of mail were landed, the latter in a wet condition”;

That by February 8th, “all the remaining mail bags,
except for fifteen, had been recovered by divers. This
mail was badly water damaged”;

That on March 2nd, the fifteen missing mail bags were
recovered. The condition of the items in those mail
bags was not described, however, it has been written
that the “contents [of those mail bags] must have been
in an almost hopeless condition.”

That portion of the mail recovered from the Eider by
divers exists in various stages of water-damaged con-
dition. Many of these mail items were identified as

having been salvaged from the Eider with one of three
cachets affixed with a hand-stamp device, or by one
of two handwritten cachets.

Cachets affixed by hand-stamp
devices
Mail destined to Britain was processed in London,
where postal officials used the double-line cachet,

 Saved from
wreck of s.s. “Eider”

to identify the items. This cachet, prepared in London
and framed in a rectangular border, was affixed with
a hand-stamp device, in violet ink (figure 4). It is re-
ferred to as the “boxed English cachet.”  Even though
a greater portion of the mail being transported by the
Eider was destined to England, the boxed English ca-
chet is the scarcer of the two “boxed cachets.”  Lon-
don postal officials, in conjunction with the boxed En-
glish cachet, consistently used London’s circular PAID
date stamp on the salvaged mail. The date stamp seen,
of March 4, 1892, was affixed in red ink.

It is believed that mail destined to Austria was also
processed in London by Austrian postal agents assigned
there. The Austrian mail items were identified with
the triple-line cachet,

Gehoben aus dem
gescheiterten Schiff

“Eider”.

Figure 4  Mailed in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on January 20, 1892, this postal card
was addressed to London, England. The card was struck with the “boxed English
cachet.”
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Framed in a rectangular border, this cachet, referred
to as the “boxed Austrian cachet,” was prepared in
London. Struck in violet ink with a hand-stamp device,
the cachet translates, Salvaged from the / washed-
ashore Ship / “Eider.” (figure 5)  The boxed Austrian
cachet is known to exist on more mail items ex Eider,
notwithstanding the fact that a lesser portion of the
mail being transported by the Eider was destined to
Austria and Germany. Of the three hand-stamped ca-
chets from this mishap, the boxed Austrian cachet is
the most common. Usually, on mail items with this ca-
chet, the word “FRANCO” was added in black ink,
indicating that the item was “PAID.”  The reverse of
this envelope has affixed a Vienna,
Austria, receipt stamp dated March
9, 1892.

It is not known if the mail destined
to Germany was sent en bloc to
Bremen and separated in that post
office by destination, or separated
in London and forwarded to the
particular German city of destina-
tion. My view, the mail destined to
Germany was forwarded en bloc
to Bremen, is based on a fact and
a belief. The fact is that a regis-
tered mail item recovered from the
Eider and addressed to Frankfurt
am Main was processed in
Bremen. While I am aware that
registered mail items were handled
differently than ordinary mail items
were handled, even where a mail

service interruption had occurred,
the fact that the registered “Ger-
man” mail item was processed in
Bremen indicates to me the Ger-
man mail went to Bremen and from
there was separated by city of des-
tination. [Does anyone have an
ordinary mail item salvaged from
the Eider, addressed to a German
city other than Bremen, but pro-
cessed in Bremen?]  The belief is
that English postal officials, having
processed the salvaged mail des-
tined to Britain and knowing that
Austrian officials reclaimed the sal-
vaged mail addressed to Austria,
considered German postal officials
responsible for the tedious task of

processing the salvaged mail intended for that coun-
try.

In Germany, some items received a double-line ca-
chet struck with a hand-stamp device. Referred to as
the “unframed German cachet,” it is seen here ap-
plied to an envelope addressed to Frankfurt am Main
(figure 6). The cachet, affixed in black ink, reads

Frankirter Brief aus
gestrandetem. D. Eider geborgen

Figure 5 Posted in New York, New York on January 22, 1892, this envelope
was addressed to Vienna, Austria. The envelope has affixed the “boxed
Austrian cachet.”

Figure 6 Sent from New York, New York, on 22 January 1892, this envelope
was addressed to Frankfurt am Main, Germany. The envelope bears the
“unframed German cachet.”
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cachet were addressed to Frank-
furt. [Does anyone have a mail
item with the unframed German
cachet addressed to a city other
than Frankfurt?]

Cachets Written by
Hand
The two manuscript cachets are as
follows:

On an envelope addressed to Ber-
lin (figure 8) was written,

v(on) d(ampfer) “Eider”
gestrandete
aus geliefert

which translates, from steamer
“Eider” / stranded / sent out. Since
the back flap was without glue

owing to the envelope having been immersed in sea
water, the Berlin Post Office officially secured the
envelope with that city’s Post Office seal (figure 9).
The reverse of the envelope also has affixed the cir-
cular hand-stamped marking, “Bestelit / vom / Postamte

which translates, Franked Letter of / the stranded Ship
Eider recovered. The unframed German cachet is the
scarcest of the three hand-stamped cachets. In this
instance, a Frankfurt Post Office seal was affixed over
the back flap to secure the envelope (figure 7). All
mail items I have seen with the unframed German

Figure 7 A post office seal was affixed in the Frankfurt Post Office and over
the back flap of the envelope seen in figure 6 to secure the envelope’s
contents.

Figure 8 This envelope was posted
in Hartford, Connecticut, on
January 20, 1892, addressed to
Berlin, Germany. A manuscript
cachet was used in the Berlin Post
Office.

Figure 9 A post office seal was
affixed in the Berlin Post Office and
over the back flap of the envelope
seen in figure 8. The circular,
rohrpost (pneumatic tube) marking
evidences transmission of the
envelope within Berlin.
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13 / 5/3 . 92 / 7 ¼ - 8N.”  This rohrpost (pneumatic
tube) marking, struck in black ink, translates, “Received
/ from / Post Office 13 / 5 March [18]92 / 7:15 - 8:00
PM; the

marking documents the envelope’s transmission in
Berlin’s pneumatic mail system on March 5, 1892.

In the December 6, 2006 Spink Auction5, lot number
18, described as a “United States 1¢ wrapper (addi-
tional stamp floated off) to Weisbaden,” had affixed
on its reverse a five-line manuscript cachet, in Ger-
man. Illustrated on page 10 of the Spink catalog, that
cachet, is believed “to be the scarcest of all forms of
[cachets on] mail recovered from this wreck.”  [Does
anyone have a mail item salvaged from the Eider
with a cachet different from those illustrated, or
the one referred to above?]

A mail item addressed to Syria is also known to exist
from this mishap. [Does anyone have a mail item
salvaged from the Eider that was posted in a coun-
try other than those mentioned, or addressed to a
country other than those noted above?]

Attempting to compile a list of existing mail items ex
Eider, I would greatly appreciate from readers a copy
of their cover, or the following information:  place and
date of mailing; destination; cachet and color of ink
used to affix; and any other postal marking applied to
the cover. If there be a sufficient number of replies, I
will submit the list to this journal for publication as an
addendum.

The derelict ship was floated off Atherfield Ledge on
March 29, 1892 and towed to Southampton. Since the
salvors demanded more than the ship’s book value,
the ship was ultimately auctioned off and insurers cov-
ered the loss of the Eider.

In closing, I note the German Emperor, to show his
gratitude to the all-volunteer organization, sent gold
watches to the three lifeboat coxswains and donated
£200 to the RNLI. The Norddeutscher Lloyd also ex-
pressed its appreciation for the service rendered to
the Eider by donating £105 to the RNLI.

Endnotes:
1  Under maritime law, this phrase is the “fortuitous
action of the elements at sea, of such force as to over-
come the strength of the well found ship or the usual
precautions of good seamanship.”

2  The Catherine Swift was 31 feet long and 7¼ feet
wide. A self-righting type boat, with 8 oars, it was ac-
quired through the legacy of Mrs. Catherine Swift of
Kensington and Chale. Coxswain of the Catherine
Swift was William [Rufus] Cotton.

3  The Worcester Cadet was 34 feet long and 8 feet
wide. Built by Woolfe & Son at a cost of £363, the
boat was a self-righting type, with 10 oars. It was pro-
vided by the Worcester Cadet life-boat Fund. Cox-
swain of the Worcester Cadet was James Cotton.

 4  The William Slaney Lewis  was 34 feet long and
7.6 feet wide. Built by Hansen & Sons at a cost of
£347, the boat was a self-righting type, with 10 oars.
It was acquired through the legacy of Mr. W.S. Lewis
of Wellington, Salop. Coxswain of the William Slaney
Lewis  was John Hayter.
5   Spink, 69 Southampton Row, Bloomsbury, /London
WC1B 4ET, England.
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CDS, DCDS, Double-Oval, Other Markings
and Individualized Forms Used at US

Postal Sub-Stations

By Dennis H. Pack

Most post offices and their dependent offices use a
variety of devices to postmark letters, cancel stamps,
designate registered or special delivery mail, identify
the office, or tell when an item was received by that
office.  They also use official forms and stationery
with their name printed on it. Postal sub-stations were
no different.

This is the last article in the current series about postal
markings containing sub or sub-station that were ap-
plied at postal sub-stations between 1890 and 1910.
Previous articles explored duplex cancels, straight-line
markings and boxed straight-line markings. They also
updated the census of those markings. This article
looks at the remaining markings reported used at sub-
stations, including circular date stamps (CDS), double
circle date stamps (DCDS), double oval cancels, an
oval handstamp, and non-standard cogwheel markings.
It also updates the census of these markings and be-
gins a new list of official forms and stationery with the
sub-station name printed on it. Figure 1 shows a double
oval cancel applied to the stamp on a registered cover
mailed at New York, Sub-Station No. 56. The cancel

is mute as to the date it was applied, but a faint regis-
tration marking tells that the cover was mailed August
8, 1898.

Introduction
The US Congress consistently urged the Post Office
Department (POD) to provide the most service at the
lowest cost. The POD had to develop new and inno-
vative solutions to the challenges they faced. The de-
mand for postal services in cities increased with the
population. Establishing branch post offices helped, but
they were expensive. Postmaster General John
Wannamaker hit upon the idea of placing postal sub-
stations in drug stores and other businesses in cities to
make postal services more widely available at low
cost.1

Starting in 1890, sub-stations were established that had
sub in their names and in their postmarks. Nearly all
of them accepted first class mail, registered letters and
packages, issued money orders, and sold stamps and
other postal supplies. Before 1897, a few of them can-
celled first class mail, but most of them funneled let-
ters to full stations or the main post office for cancel-

Figure 1  A double oval cancel from New York City’s Sub-Station No. 56 used on a registered cover.
(Courtesy of Ruby Stamps)
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ing. In 1902, sub was discarded from their names and
postal markings, and all sub-stations became numbered
stations, forerunners of today’s contract postal units.2

This article covers five categories of markings and
two types of individualized printed forms. Sub-catego-
ries have been created in the listing when several ex-
amples of a particular type or design have been re-
ported.

 Circular date stamps
 Circular date stamps
 Circular date stamps that include REC’D

 Double circle date stamps
 Double circle date stamps that include

REGISTERED
Double circle date stamps that include

M.O.B.
Double circle date stamps that include

REC’D
Double oval cancels

Double oval cancels that contain SUB
Double oval cancels that contain

SUB-STA
Oval handstamp that contains REG
Non-standard cogwheel dial that contains

REGISTERED
Official stationery with a printed sub-station  name

Advice of Money Order forms with printed
sub-station name

Money Order Business envelopes with printed
sub-station name

Each category and sub-category is described and il-
lustrated below. The designations in parentheses are
those used in the census.

Circular Date Stamps (CDS)
Even though the circular date stamp with the name of
the post office around the rim and the date in the cen-
ter was the standard postmark at most post offices for
many years,3 their use would not be expected at sub-
stations since most sub-stations did not handle first class
mail, especially after 1897. Only
one circular stamp, shown in fig-
ure 2, has been reported from a
sub-station.  The dial contains
“SUB-STA 33”, the date and time
the marking was applied and
“N.Y.” Four copies of this mark-
ing have been reported, used ei-
ther as receipt or forwarding mark-
ings. The impression in figure 3 is
used as a receipt marking on a postal card.

CIRCULAR DATE STAMPS THAT CONTAIN REC’D
(CDS W REC’D IN CNTR, CDS W REC’D IN

RIM)

Between 1879 and 1913, POD regulations required
that all first class mail be backstamped to make it pos-
sible to easily determine how long it took to reach its
destination.4 Specific devices with RECEIVED or
REC’D were made, but these were usually provided
only to post offices that handled large quantities of
mail. Two designs of circular date stamps specifically

Figure 2 Circular
date stamp.

Figure 3  Circular
date stamp from
New York City’s
Sub-Station No. 33
used as a received
marking on a
postal card.
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DOUBLE CIRCLE DATE STAMPS THAT INCLUDE

REGISTERED (DCDS REG)
As pointed out in
the second article
in this series, reg-
istration markings
are the most
common postal
marking reported
used at sub-sta-
tions. Most of
them are straight-
line or boxed
s t r a i g h t - l i n e
m a r k i n g s .
Double circle
date stamps that
include REGIS-
TERED are un-
common, being
reported from
five sub-stations,
only one of which
is not in Washing-
ton, DC. Figure 7

shows a cover mailed from the German Embassy in
Washington, DC, to the German Consulate in Shang-
hai. It bears a Washington, DC, Sub-Station No. 20
double circle date stamp registration marking dated
January 12, 1901.

intended for use as received markings at sub-stations
are shown in figure 4. One design, used at two Chi-
cago, Illinois, named sub-stations, has REC’D in the
center of the dial and no year date. The other design,
reported from Chicago, Illinois, Sub-Station No. 48,
and Melrose, Massachusetts, Sub-Station No. 1, lo-
cates REC’D in the rim of the dial.

Figure 5 shows a Canada postal card bearing the
Melrose, Massachusetts, Sub-Station No. 1 received
CDS.

Double Circle Date Stamps
Double circle date stamp markings consist of two con-
centric circles with the name of the sub-station and its
parent post office at the top and the purpose of the
marking at the bottom. Double circle date stamps have
been reported used at sub-stations on registered mail,
for money order business (M.O.B.) and as a received
marking. Examples of each appear in figure 6.

Figure 4  Circular date stamps with
REC’D.

Figure 5 A circular date stamp with REC’D in the rim applied at Montrose, MA, Sub-Station No.
1 to a Canada post card. (Courtesy of Albert Aldham)

Figure 6  Double circle date stamps.
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the latest reported use of a double circle date stamp
containing M.O.B. marking from a sub-station, April
9, 1906.

DOUBLE CIRCLE DATE STAMPS THAT INCLUDE

REC’D
Double Circle Date Stamp markings that include
REC’D are a variation of the CDS REC’D markings
described above. They have only been reported used
at Tory, NY, Sub-Station No. 1. A cover with this mark-
ing on the front is shown in figure 9.

Double Oval Cancels
Double oval cancels were used to obliterate stamps
on registered mail, parcels, and undated mail such as
printed matter and periodicals. While the cancels are

DOUBLE CIRCLE DATE STAMPS THAT INCLUDE

M.O.B. (DCDS MOB)

The US postal money order system was created in
1894 as a convenient means of securely sending small
amounts of money through the mail. By the 1890s,
money orders could be purchased and redeemed at
most post offices, stations and sub-stations. Markings
with M.O.B. were used on forms and papers associ-
ated with money order business. Figure 8 contains
three forms associated with money order business
bearing Double Circle Date Stamps that include
M.O.B. Two of them were sent from the sub-station
that issued the money orders to the office where they
were to be paid. The third is a receipt given to a pa-
tron who purchased the money order. The receipt bears

Figure 7  Double
circle date stamp
registered marking
applied at
Washington, DC,
Sub-Station No. 20
to a cover mailed
from the German
Embassy in
Washington to the
German Consulate
in Shanghai.

Figure 8  Double circle date stamp money order business markings on money order forms.
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DOUBLE OVAL CANCELS THAT

CONTAIN SUB.
All of the reported double oval cancels
that contain SUB were used at Boston,
Massachusetts, sub-stations. Seven
cancels have been reported from seven
different sub-stations. A late use of a
double oval cancel used to cancel the
stamp on a registered cover is shown
in figure 11. The registration marking,
which indicates that the cover was
mailed at Station No. 10, is dated seven
months after all sub-stations were des-
ignated numbered stations.

DOUBLE OVAL CANCEL THAT

CONTAINS SUB-STA.
All of the reported double oval cancels
that contain SUB-STA were applied at
New York City sub-stations. They are

reported used on registered letters, newspaper wrap-
pers and to identify where a first class letter was mailed.
Figure 12 contains a newspaper wrapper bearing a
double oval cancel with SUB-STA from New York
City’s Sub-Station No. 100.

Oval Handstamp that Contains
REG
Figure 13 shows an oval handstamp that contains REG
used at Baltimore, Maryland, Sub-Station No. 220. It
is the only reported sub-station marking of this design.

mute as to date, their date of use can usually be deter-
mined from other markings on the item. Two designs
of double oval cancels that contain sub or sub-station
appear in figure 10.

Figure 9  Double circle date stamp received marking on a cover from
Troy, NY, Sub-Station No. 1.

Figure 10  Double oval cancels.

Figure 11  Double oval cancel with
SUB applied at Boston, MA, Sub-
Station No. 10. The registered
marking is from Station No. 10 and
is dated after sub was removed from
its name.
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Sub-Station No. 220 was established at South Towson,
Maryland, July 1, 1897, and changed to the South
Towson Station January 1, 1897. The cancel is on piece
in the Willett-Thompson Collection of the Postmark
Collectors Club. The stamps it cancels are from the
Washington-Franklin Issue, so it was used after the
sub-station had been changed to a station.

Non-standard Cogwheel Dial that
Contains REGISTERED.
Baltimore, Maryland, stations and sub-stations used a
series of attractive circular postmarks with a cogwheel
design. As shown in figure 14, some units were iden-
tified as sub-stations and some as stations. At the time
the Station No. 21 marking was struck, the unit was a
sub-station, as far as this writer can determine. These

postal markings that contain sub are part of the cen-
sus. Thanks to Gordon E. Katz for information about
Baltimore stations and sub-stations and for scans of
their markings.

Census of CDS, DCDS, Double-
Oval, Other Markings Used at US
Postal Sub-Stations
This installment of the census of sub-station postal
markings contains 143 markings. Table 1 is the key to
the listings. Those sub-station markings not in this part
of the census are in the census listings that appear
with the other articles in this series.

Table 2 breaks down the markings in the census by
type. It is not surprising that the double circle date
stamp with MOB is the most common. The issuance
of money orders would have been a major activity of
sub-stations nationwide. The DCDS MOB markings
are reported from 45 sub-stations in 25 cities in 14
states. Seven are reported from Oakland, California,
Sub-Station No. 1, and four each from Washington,
DC, Sub-Station No. 29, and Minneapolis, MN, Sub-
Station No. 7. Only one or two markings are reported
from the other sub-stations that are identified as hav-
ing used these markings.

The second most common marking is the double oval
cancel with SUB-STA used at New York City’s sub-
stations. Fifty-five cancels are reported from 35 sub-
stations numbered between three and 150. These can-
cels were still commonly used after sub-stations be-
came numbered stations in 1902. The latest datable
use of a double oval cancel with SUB-STA is shown
in figure 15.

Figure 12  A newspaper wrapper
bearing a double oval cancel with
SUB-STA applied at New York City’s
Sub-Station No. 100.

Figure 13  Oval handstamp
with REG.

Figure 14  Non-standard cogwheel registered
markings.
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TABLE 1- KEY TO SUB-STATION POSTMARK CENSUS LISTINGS 

State The state where the sub-station is located. 
City 
Sub-Station 
Postmark Type 

The post office with administrative responsibi lity for the sub-station. 
The name or number designation of the sub-station. 
Abbreviations used to describe the markings: 

Date 

Format 

Source 

CDS a circular date stamp. 
CDS REC'D IN CNTR a circular date stamp with REC'D in the center. 
CDS REC'D IN RIM a circular date stamp with REC'D along the edge. 
COGWHEEL a circular marking the outer edge of which has the appearance 
of a gear with cogs. 
DCDS a double circle date stamp. 
DOVAL W SUB a double oval marking containing "SUB". 
DOVAL W SUB-STA a double oval marking containing "SUB-STA". 
MOB Money Order Business. 
OVAL a cancel that is elliptical in shape. 
REC'D, RECEIVED a received marking. 
REG a marking used on registered mail. 

The date of the postmark. 
X indicates a digit is unreadable. 
NOYR indicates that the postmark does not include a year date. 
NO indicates the marking does not contain a date. 
card = post card. cover = cover. 
cutsq = cut square. cutrnd = cut round. 
cutsize = cut to size. ill us = a published illustration. 
m.o. s lip = Advice of Money Order form. piece = part of cover or wrapper. 
reg pkg rcpt = a registered package receipt form. 
PCG = government postal card. regy bill= registry bill 
PC = private collector. 
SLR = seller or dealer. 
CPM&PH = Leonard Piszkiewicz's Chicago Postal Markings and Postal 
History. 
CTP =John Williams' California Town Postmarks 1849-1935 
CCGC = Harvey M. Karlen's Chicago Crabgrass Communities. 
WDCS = Carl Steig's, "Washington, DC Stations," Part VII , La Posta, Vol. 32, 
No. 3 (June-July 2001 ). 
PMCCCA0810 is a page from the Postmark Collectors Club DVDs of the 
Willett-Thompsen collection. CA0810 =the California listing, page 0810. 

Table 2- The number of each type of marking reported . 

Marking Type Quantity 
Reported 

Circu lar date stamp (CDS) 4 
CDS with REC'D in center 2 
CDS w REC'D in rim 4 
DCDS with MOB 57 
DCDS with REC'D 2 
DCDS with REG 10 
Double oval with SUB 7 
Double oval w SUB-ST A 55 
Oval with REG 1 
Non-standard cogwheel with REGISTERED 1 

Total 143 
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State City Sub-Sta Pmk Type Pmk Date Format Source
CA Oakland 01 DCDS MOB 07-Jul-1898 MO slip SLR
CA Oakland 01 DCDS MOB 07-Jul-1898 MO slip SLR
CA Oakland 01 DCDS MOB 30-Jul-1897 MO slip SLR
CA Oakland 01 DCDS MOB 28-May-1896 MO slip PC
CA Oakland 01 DCDS MOB 13-Aug-1897 MO slip PC
CA Oakland 01 DCDS MOB 07-Sep-1897 MO slip PC
DC Washington 06 DCDS MOB 01-Jun-1897 MO slip PC
DC Washington 15 DCDS MOB 29-Jul-1896 MO slip SLR
DC Washington 18 DCDS REG 25-May-1900 cover SLR
DC Washington 20 DCDS REG 20-Jun-1901 cover SLR
DC Washington 20 DCDS REG 12-Jan-1901 cover SLR
DC Washington 20 DCDS REG 26-Feb-1900 cover SLR
DC Washington 29 DCDS MOB 10-Nov-1897 MO slip PMCCDC60
DC Washington 29 DCDS MOB 19-Aug-1897 MO slip PC
DC Washington 29 DCDS MOB 23-Oct-1897 MO slip SLR
DC Washington 37 DCDS REG 22-Apr-1901 cover SLR
DC Washington 37 DCDS REG 10-Mar-1899 cover SLR
DC Washington 37 DCDS REG 05-Dec-1900 cover PC
DC Washington 37 DCDS REG 10-Mar-1899 cover SLR
DC Washington 39 DCDS REG 16-May-1898 cover SLR
IL Chicago 031 DCDS MOB 30-Aug-1897 cutrnd PMCCIL215
IL Chicago 048 CDS REC’D IN RIM 12-Dec-1895 cover CPM&PH
IL Chicago 056 DCDS MOB 20-Apr-1897 MO slip PMCCIL0219
IL Chicago 056 DCDS MOB 11-Jan-1897 MO slip PC
IL Chicago 058 DCDS MOB 19-Jan-1898 MO slip CPM&PH
IL Chicago Mont Clare CDS REC’D IN CNTR 21-Sep-1894 regy bill SLR
IL Chicago Riverdale CDS REC’D IN CNTR 05-Nov-NOYR Illus CPM&PH
IL Chicago Woodlawn Park DCDS MOB 27-Jun-1894 cutsq PMCC
IL Rockford 01 DCDS MOB 29-Nov-1900 cutsq PMCCIL0999
MA Boston 08 DOVAL W SUB ND cutsize PMCCHKT294
MA Boston 09 DCDS MOB 17-Dec-1896 MO slip SLR
MA Boston 10 DOVAL W SUB ND cover PC
MA Boston 12 DOVAL W SUB ND cover PC
MA Boston 14 DOVAL W SUB ND cutsize PMCCHKT294
MA Boston 20 DOVAL W SUB ND cutsize PMCCHKT294
MA Boston 29 DOVAL W SUB ND cover SLR
MA Boston 76 DOVAL W SUB ND piece SLR
MA Lowell 01 DCDS MOB 27-Nov-1895 cover PMCCMA0481
MA Melrose 01 CDS REC’D IN RIM 09-Apr-1898 PCG PC
MA Melrose 01 CDS REC’D IN RIM 27-Jul-1898 PCG PC
MD Baltimore 003 NON-STNDRD COGGED CI 08-Dec-1897 cover PC
MD Baltimore 220 OVAL REG ND cutsq PMCCMD030
MI Grand Rapids 03 DCDS MOB 10-Jun-1899 cover PC
MI Grand Rapids 03 DCDS MOB 13-Apr-1900 cutsq PMCCMI377
MN Minneapolis 07 DCDS MOB 28-Mar-1909 MO rcpt PC
MN Minneapolis 07 DCDS MOB 09-Apr-1909 MO rcpt PC
MN Minneapolis 07 DCDS MOB 09-Apr-1909 MO rcpt PC
MN Minneapolis 07 DCDS MOB 28-Mar-1909 MO rcpt PC
NJ Newark 12 DCDS REG 19-Nov-1901 cover SLR
NY Brooklyn 057 DCDS MOB 29-Jun-1897 cutsq PMCCNY0287
NY Buffalo 02 DCDS MOB 07-Dec-1897 cutsq PMCCNY0324
NY Buffalo 10 DCDS MOB 31-May-1897 cutsq PMCCNY0325
NY Buffalo 12 DCDS MOB 20-Sep-1897 cutsq PMCCNY0325
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NY Buffalo 14 DCDS MOB 26-Dec-1896 cutsq PMCCNY0325
NY Long Island City 02 DCDS MOB 16-Mar-1897 cutsq PMCCNY1371
NY New York 003 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover SLR
NY New York 003 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover SLR
NY New York 006 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover SLR
NY New York 006 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover SLR
NY New York 006 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover SLR
NY New York 008 DCDS MOB 17-May-1897 cutsq PMCCNY1724
NY New York 010 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover PC
NY New York 010 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover PC
NY New York 010 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover SLR
NY New York 010 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover SLR
NY New York 011 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover PC
NY New York 011 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover PC
NY New York 012 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover PC
NY New York 013 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover PC
NY New York 013 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover SLR
NY New York 014 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover PC
NY New York 015 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover SLR
NY New York 016 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover PC
NY New York 016 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover PC
NY New York 016 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover SLR
NY New York 017 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND wrapper PC
NY New York 018 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover SLR
NY New York 021 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover SLR
NY New York 022 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover SLR
NY New York 022 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover PC
NY New York 022 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover PC
NY New York 023 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover SLR
NY New York 024 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover SLR
NY New York 024 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover PC
NY New York 028 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover SLR
NY New York 031 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover SLR
NY New York 031 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover SLR
NY New York 032 DCDS MOB 10-Mar-1899 cutsq PMCCNY1726
NY New York 033 CDS 02-Dec-1896 cover PC
NY New York 033 CDS 03-Dec-1896 cover PC
NY New York 033 CDS 24-Apr-1897 GPC SLR
NY New York 033 CDS 06-Dec-1897 GPC PC
NY New York 033 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover PC
NY New York 033 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover PC
NY New York 033 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover PC
NY New York 034 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover SLR
NY New York 038 DCDS MOB 24-Mar-1897 cutsq PMCCNY1726
NY New York 038 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover SLR
NY New York 041 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover PC
NY New York 048 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover SLR
NY New York 053 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover SLR
NY New York 054 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover SLR
NY New York 058 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover PC
NY New York 066 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover SLR
NY New York 095 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover SLR
NY New York 095 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover SLR
NY New York 098 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover SLR
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NY New York 100 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND wrapper SLR
NY New York 102 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover SLR
NY New York 104 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover SLR
NY New York 104 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover SLR
NY New York 104 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover PC
NY New York 104 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover SLR
NY New York 117 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover SLR
NY New York 138 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover PC
NY New York 143 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover SLR
NY New York 150 DOVAL W SUB-STA ND cover PC
NY Rochester 01 DCDS MOB 31-Dec-1897 MO slip PMCCNY2107
NY Rochester 02 DCDS MOB 26-Apr-1898 MO slip PMCCNY2107
NY Troy 01 DCDS REC’D 30-Sep-1896 cover PC
NY Troy 01 DCDS REC’D 18-Sep-1896 cover SLR
OH Akron 01 CDS REC’D IN RIM 05-Aug-1897 cover PC
OH Akron 01 DCDS MOB 06-Apr-1897 cutsq PMCCOH0016
OH Alliance 01 DCDS MOB 01-Mar-1897 cutsq PMCCOH0028
OH Youngstown 01 DCDS MOB 03-MXX-1897 cutsq PMCCOH1274
OH Youngstown 02 DCDS MOB 22-Dec-1898 cutsq PMCCOH1274
PA Allegheny 01 DCDS MOB 16-Nov-1896 cutsq PMCCPA0036
PA Allegheny 07 DCDS MOB 21-Jan-1898 cutsq PMCCPA0036
PA Philadelphia 002 DCDS MOB 24-Dec-1896 cutsq PMCCPA2070
PA Philadelphia 008 DCDS MOB 13-Apr-1896 cutsq PMCCPA2070
PA Philadelphia 012 DCDS MOB 08-Jun-1896 cutsq PMCCPA2070
PA Philadelphia 014 DCDS MOB 03-Jul-1897 cutsq PMCCPA2070
PA Philadelphia 020 DCDS MOB 06-May-1896 cutsq PMCCPA2070
PA Philadelphia 036 DCDS MOB 05-Jun-1896 cutsq PMCCPA2071
PA Pittsburg 03 DCDS MOB 26-May-1896 cutsq PMCCPA2189
PA Scranton 02 DCDS MOB 03-Mar-1897 cutsq PMCCPA2476
PA Williamsport 01 DCDS MOB 27-Nov-1896 cutsq PMCCPA2930
TN Nashville 01 DCDS MOB 14-Mar-1896 cutsq PMCCTN459
TN Nashville 02 DCDS MOB 16-Sep-1896 cutsq PMCCTN459
TN Nashville 03 DCDS MOB 08-Jun-1898 cutsq PMCCTN459
WA Tacoma 01 DCDS MOB 12-Oct-1896 cutsq PMCCWA547
WI Green Bay 01 DCDS MOB 22-Jul-1896 cutsq PMCCWI218
WV Huntington 01 DCDS MOB 18-Jun-1897 cutsq PMCCWV480
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Table 3 shows the breakdown of dated markings in
this study by year. The double oval cancels and one of
the circular date stamps with REC’D in the center are

Figure 15  The latest reported use of a double oval cancel with SUB-STA is
from NYC Sub-Station No. 117. It is dated December 22, 1913, by registered
markings on the back.

not included because they cannot
be dated by year. As in two previ-
ous articles in this series, the use of
several markings in this study
peaked between 1896 and 1898.
One reason could be that many of
sub-stations were converted to
named stations early in 1898 after
their functions were clarified.

Double circle date stamps registra-
tion handstamps are not reported
used at sub-stations before 1898.
Their reported use increased for the
next three years. The registered
double circle date stamp became the
standard device used for many de-
cades to backstamp registered let-
ters.

Official Printed
Forms Individualized
for Sub-Stations
The Post Office Department used
dozens of different forms to con-
duct its business. Most of these
were general forms in which the
name of the office, station or sub-
station was written by hand or
handstamped. A few forms were
individualized by having the name
of the unit printed on them. This
writer has seen two types used at
sub-stations, both having to do with
money order business: Advice of
Money Order forms and MOB en-

velopes. The reported individualized forms are listed
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in Table 4. This is not a census. It does not contain
every form reported, just each type of form and the
sub-station(s) reported to have used it.

Figure 16 shows two designs of Advice of Money
Order forms. When a postal money order was pur-
chased, the buyer was a given money order form to
send to the payee, and the selling office sent an Ad-
vice of Money Order form to the post office where it
was to be paid. When the payee submitted the money
order for payment, it was compared to the Advice to
make sure they agreed. The MOB marking for the
selling office was stamped on the money order and
the Advice at time of sale. The MOB marking of the
paying office was stamped on the Advice when it was
received and again when the money order was paid.
It was also stamped on the money order when it was
paid. The instructions on the Advice forms tell that
they were to be retained four years after the money
order was paid, then they could be discarded as trash.

MOB envelopes were used for money order business,
including carrying the Advice of Money Order forms
to the paying office. Two envelopes of the same de-
sign, but from different sub-stations appear in figure
17.

Recently, there has been increased interest in post of-
fice forms. Hopefully, this will lead to the reporting of
more individualized forms from sub-stations.

Conclusion
Postal markings dated 1890-1910 that contain sub or
sub-station are artifacts of a period when the United
States was experiencing great growth and the POD
was facing new challenges. As the POD scrambled
to increase services in urban areas, sub-stations sprang
up nationwide. Sub-station postal markings do more
than document a particular, short-lived type of postal
unit. They help explain and illustrate the changes that
took place in postal services that affect us today. I
believe there is still much more to be learned from
them.

Even though the complete census now contains 638
entries, there are undoubtedly many more sub-station
markings to be reported. La Posta readers, collectors
and dealers have generously reported the sub-station
markings from their collections and stocks. I invite and
encourage you to e-mail me scans at packd@hbci.com
or mail me photocopies at 1915 Gilmore Ave., Winona,
MN 55987. My sincere thanks to all have done so in

Figure 16  Two designs of Advice of Money Order forms individualized with the printed name of the sub-stations that
used them.Type 1 is on the left; type 2 is on the right.
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the past and who will continue to do so. I also thank
Richard W. Helbock for publishing this series of ar-
ticles.

END NOTES
1 “Drug Store Post Offices,”
New York Times, September
1, 1889, p. 9.

2 PMG Order 595, November
12, 1897, in Daily Bulletin
5401, November 15, 1897, p.
1, and PMG Order 349 March
31, 1902, in Daily Bulletin
6731, April 2, 1902, p. 1.

3 Helbock, p. 14.

4 Scheele p. 120, and Helbock,
pp. 105-106.

Figure 18 Newark, NJ, Sub-Station No. 12 is the only sub-station outside of
Washington, DC, reported to have used a double circle date stamp with
REGISTERED.

Figure 17  Money Order Business envelopes with the printed names of the sub-
stations where they were used.
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By Michael Dattolico

Part 1

Columbus, Ohio has been the birthplace of sev-
eral American aviation heroes. Eddie
Rickenbacker, born in 1890, was the top U.S.

ace with 26 aerial victories during World War One.
Curtis LeMay led U.S. Air Forces against the Japa-
nese using tactics that hastened the Pacific war’s end.
In the 1950s, General LeMay commanded the Strate-
gic Air Command (SAC) and was feared by the Com-
munists. Donn F. Eisele, Air Force test pilot and later
a NASA astronaut, was also a Columbus citizen. They
are famous men in our nation’s military history.

Not long ago, another Columbus flyer was discovered.
His name was William F. Prindle. He wasn’t an ace
like Rickenbacker, the commander of vast air arma-
das like LeMay, or an astronaut like Eisele. Like his
famous counterparts, Prindle flew airplanes for his

country. But unlike the others, Prindle flew airplanes
for his country and was killed in action. Evidence veri-
fying his existence today is sparse: a 60-year-old squad-
ron photo, the after-action combat report of the pilot
who shot him down and a few photos. Compared to
the famous Columbus pilots, a historian might regard
his experiences as insignificant. His poignant story is
told here and features a piece of Prindle’s wartime
mail that is presented for your inspection. The cover is
shown as figures 1 & 2.

The Prindles were mechanically talented folks. Will-
iam E. Prindle, the pilot’s father, was a civil engineer.
His mother Frances was a dental technician, and
younger brother Ted became an architect. Born in
Columbus on June 8, 1921, William graduated from
high school in 1939 and enrolled at Ohio State
University’s school of engineering. But Pearl Harbor
halted his academic plans. Prindle was commissioned
in the Army Air Corps as a pilot. He also managed to

In Memoriam - William F. Prindle, Korean
War Pilot

Figure 1 Mail sent from
Columbus, Ohio, in
January, 1952 to Air
Force Lt. William F.
Prindle in Korea. Prindle
was killed in action on
December 15, 1951.

Figure 2  Back of cover
showing APO markings
applied before returning
the envelope back to the
United States.
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recognition of the Air National Guard in September,
1947, everyone trained the same weekend. “We called
it a flying club,” said Griffith, “because most guys went
to Ohio State University on the G.I. Bill, worked part
time and flew P-51s on the weekends.” (Figure 3).

The Korean War began in June, 1950, and the 166th

Fighter Squadron was ordered to active duty in Febru-
ary, 1951. Once they arrived, the pilots were trans-
ferred to other combat units. Three 166th pilots were
selected to fly the F-86 Sabre jets with the 4th Fighter
Interceptor Wing based at Kimpo Field near Seoul. Bill
Prindle joined the 334th Fighter Interceptor Squadron
while Don Griffith went into the 335th. They saw no
immediate action; instead the men redid training and
flying records. “We weren’t flying,” explained Colonel
Griffith, “we were just doing paperwork—making our-
selves look like the Air Force. We didn’t start operat-
ing for six months.” (Figures 4 through 6).

meet and marry a pretty Columbus girl while on leave.
Prindle’s widow Ardeth is now 91 years old yet re-
cently spoke about their whirlwind courtship as if it
happened yesterday.

“I was working in my father’s store,” Ardeth said,
“when Bill came in. His friends told him he’d never
get a date with me. I had a lot of boyfriends.” Bill and
Ardeth were married on November 9, 1944.

Bill Prindle returned to Columbus in late 1945 and be-
gan life again as a civilian. He reenrolled at OSU and
took a job at Columbus Bolt & Forge as a machinist.
Ardeth worked for the Federal government. She
quipped, “Bill had a new car every year, and I had to
ride the trolley to work.”

Prindle joined the National Guard in 1946 and flew P-
51 Mustang fighters at Lockbourne Air Base near
Columbus. His friend, retired Colonel Don Griffith flew
in the same unit, the 166th  Fighter
Squadron. At the Air National
Guard’s 60th Anniversary ceremo-
nies in 2007, Colonel Griffith talked
about those early days.

“The 166th operated out of
Lockbourne Air Force base near
Columbus. Maintenance on its
dozen or so P-51 Mustangs was
done inside an old converted han-
gar. A single Quonset hut on the
flightline housed operations and
maintenance together. We didn’t
have much of a mission.”

In the beginning, members of the
squadron would drill at different
times, usually four days a month
starting on a Thursday night, ac-
cording to Griffith. After federal

Figure 3 Portion of squadron
photo showing 166th Fighter
Squadron pilots at
Lockbourne Air Force Base,
Ohio in 1947. Lt. Bill Prindle
is shown at  left (arrow). His
best friend, Don Griffith, is
standing at right-center.

Figure 4 Uncanny picture of F-86E #50-0680 assigned to the 4th Fighter
Interceptor Wing. Lt. Prindle’s plane was 50-0681. The “E” model featured a
completely moveable tail assembly. The F-86E planes replaced the earlier “A”
model in 1951.
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planes went down due to Communist ground fire. The
other plane was lost in air-to-air combat that week -
F-86E #50-0681 flown by 1/Lt. William Francis Prindle.
He was shot down by Captain Nikolai V. Sutyagin, the
second-ranking Russian ace of the Korean War on
December 15, 1951. Sutyagin’s official log entry states,
“15 December 1951 – shot up one F-86E of the 334
FIS. The unfortunate pilot (William F. Prindle) crashed
and died while trying to land at Suwon airbase.”
Prindle’s name actually appears in parentheses in
Sutyagin’s log.

The Air Force’s Loss Incident Summary was terse:
“PRINDLE, William F. 1LT  USAF  RCV (remains
recovered). Aircraft damaged by MIGs, lost hydraulic
system, aborted landing, bailed out, chute did not open.”
Colonel Don Griffith witnessed his death and recounted
the event during a recent conversation. “He tried to
land his plane,” Griffith said, “but his hydraulics were
gone and he couldn’t control it. That’s when he bailed
out, but his chute didn’t open. I saw it happen.”

News moved slowly in 1951. The first public notice
appeared in Columbus newspaper obituaries on Feb-
ruary 13, 1952. Another was published on May 5th an-
nouncing that a memorial service would be held at the
Lockbourne Air Force Base chapel. The cover’s front
is shown as figure 1. The contents likely pertained to
Prindle’s subscription to the Ohio State Journal news-
paper. It was mailed at Columbus, Ohio, on January
22, 1952, to the pilot’s overseas address which was
shown as A.P.O. #994. The military base served by

The spring of 1951 through early 1952 was a tough
time for the Air Force in Korea. Experienced Russian
pilots, many of whom were
instructors and World War
II veterans, replaced less
skilled Communist aviators.
A number of Russian aces
flying the MIG-15 suddenly
confronted the F-86 pilots,
and the results were dev-
astating as the U.S. Air
Force grimly fought to re-
gain air superiority. Don
Griffith shot down a MIG-
15 during that period. Bill
Prindle approached the end
of his combat tour marked
by harrowing experiences.

The Air Force lost 14 planes
for the week ending De-
cember 23, 1951, which
was a record loss at the
time. All except one of the

Figure 5 Photo of Lt. Bill Prindle and Japanese worker.

Figure 6  “R & R” in Japan. Donald Griffith (left) and Bill Prindle at the Johnson
Air Base officer’s club, 1951.
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3. History of the Ohio Air National Guard 1927 – 1987.
Printed by the Taylor Publishing Company, Dallas,
Texas. Lt Col Walter S. Stashkiw, USAF, editor. Copy-
right 1988.

4. Korean War Casualties, 1950-1957. National Archives
and Records Administration. AncestryLibrary.com –
Korean War Casualties, 1950-1957. http://
search.ancestrylibrary.com/cgi-in/
sse.dll?db=nara5%2c&rank=0&gsfn=william&gs

5. Russian Aces of the Korean War – MiG-15 Pilots ver-
sus USAF F-86s. Pages 5-6. http://
www.acepilots.com/russian/rus_aces.html

6. Kolb, Richard K., In Korea, We Whipped The Russian
Air Force. (Originally reprinted from VFW Magazine)
http://www.koreanwar-educator.org/topics/vfw/
we_wipped_the_russianaf.htm

7. KORWALD Loss Incident Summary. Prindle, William
F., December 15, 1951. http://www.dtic.mil/dpmo/
pmkor/korwald_info_853.htm

8. The Columbus Dispatch newspaper, May 5, 1952,
page 3A. Obituary of William F. Prindle.

9. Union Cemetery Association. Burials on the Web
Union Cemetery Association. http://
unc.cemeterydata.com/BOW/
view?personID=UNC69783L

10. 121st Air Refueling Wing – Wikipedia. Page 1. http://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/121st_Air_Refueling_Wing

11. The National Guard – Air National Guard’s 60th Anni-
versary – “Memories of an Ohio Charter Member Still
Vivid,” by Master Sergeant Greg Rudl, May 5, 2007.
An interview with retired Colonel Donald Q. Griffith,
USAF. http://www.ngb.army.mil/news/archives/2007/
05/050707-ColGriffith.aspx

12. Telephone interview with Colonel Donald Q. Griffith,
Friday, January 16, 2009.

13. Sabre vs MIG – Korean War Air Combat Adversaries.
www.rt66.com/~Korteng/SmallArms/sabremig.htm

14. Century of Flight-Aviation Timeline. World Aviation
in 1951. www.century-of-flight.net/
Aviation%20history/avia

15. Korean Air War. http://www.wio.ru/korea/korea-a.htm
16. The 334th Fighter Squadron. Pages 2-3. Wikipedia,

the free encyclopedia. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
334th_Fighter_Squadron

that APO was Johnson Air Base, Irumigawa, Japan.
Probably at that location Prindle’s unit and APO num-
ber were crossed out and the circled “76” was written
in pencil. A.P.O. #76 was at Kimpo Air Base, Korea,
where the 4th Fighter Interceptor Wing was based. At
some point a unit casualty officer verified that Prindle
was deceased.

Figure 2 shows the backstamps which track the
cover’s movements. APO #994 is the earliest mark-
ing which was applied on February 18, 1952. On Feb-
ruary 20th, a lieutenant of the 334th Fighter Squadron
made the “search” notation on the front. The back
shows an APO #76 machine cancel applied February
22nd at Kimpo Air Base where the 334th FIS was based.
From there it was handled at Tokyo’s APO 925. It
reached Columbus on or about March 4th as evidenced
by the Ohio State Journal’s circulation department
marking on the front.

William Francis Prindle is interred in Union Cemetery
along the Olentangy River in Columbus. May he al-
ways be remembered. (Figure 7).

To be continued
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Figure 7 Grave marker of William F. Prindle at Union
Cemetery, Columbus, Ohio.
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Passed by Army Censor: Update No. 2
Chapter 3 Caribbean Lend Lease
Boxed Oval Censor Handstamps
Additions to Table 3-4 (Pollard)
APO #602 New Censor Number: 202

Chapter 4 Greenland & Iceland
Evidence that the boxed oval “90” (figure 4-8) is really
just a defective “900” (Vogel)

Addition to Table 4-2
APO 958 added to use of Censor Number 900

Chapter 5 Alaska
FIGURE 2 APO 727 1943 provisional (Pollard)

FIGURE 3 APO 931 illegible straight line crossed (Vogel)

FIGURE 4  FORT GREELY P + Straight line (Vogel)

By Richard W. Helbock

John Pollard of Victoria, Hal Vogel of Willingboro, NJ
and Michael Dattolico of Columbus, OH, have provided
me with a sufficient number of new reports of 1941-1942
censor mark information not included in Passed by Army
Censor to justify a second update It is a simple fact that
no book such as this, which is merely a census of known
examples, can ever be complete. There will always be the
possibility of new discoveries, and these can come not
only in the form of date extensions for reported markings
and new numbers found in recorded handstamp types,
but entirely new censor designs. This is, after all, the
thrill of the hunt!

The book has been organized on a chronological and
world geographical basis according to the following
scheme:

Chapter 2 Newfoundland Lend Lease
Chapter 3 Caribbean Lend Lease
Chapter 4 Iceland & Greenland
Chapter 5 Alaska
Chapter 6 Hawaii
Chapter 7 Panama Canal Zone
Chapter 8 Puerto Rico
Chapter 9 The Philippines
Chapter 10 Canada
Chapter 11 United Kingdom
Chapter 12 South Atlantic
Chapter 13 Sub-Saharan Africa
Chapter 14 The Middle East
Chapter 15 China-Burma-India Theater
Chapter 16 Australia
Chapter 17 South Pacific
Chapter 18 North Africa –

Operation Torch

Newly reported discoveries will
follow the same organization and
will reference censor types, tables,
charts and figures cited in the book.
Reports of date range extensions
and new numbers for standard
censor types will be accompanied
by an illustration of the standard
handstamp only, but newly
discovered handstamp varieties will
be illustrated when possible.

Chapter 2 Newfoundland
Lend Lease
Type 801A.1 new earliest date is Jan.
5, 1942 (Pollard)

Figure 2

Figure 1
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Figure 3

Figure 4
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Chapter 6 Hawaii
Type A Censor Marks
Additions to Table 6-2: (Pollard)
APO 952 New Censor Number: 796
APO 958 New Censor Number: 92
APO 959 New Censor Numbers: 458 & 1041
APO 960 New Censor Number: 708
APO 961 New Censor Number: 1049 New Latest Date: 30
Sep 1942
APO 962 New Censor Numbers: 744
APO 40 New Censor Number: 1193

Figure 5 APO 962 above

Chapter 7
Panama Canal
Zone

Additions to Table 7-2
(Pollard)
APO 826 New Censor
Number: 00090
APO 827 New Censor
Number: 00033

 New Latest
Date: 23 Feb 1943
APO 834 New Censor
Number: 00025 New
Latest Date: 11 Oct 1942

Chapter 8 Puerto
Rico
Additions to Table 8-5
(Pollard)
APO 851 New Censor
Number: 20

Chapter 9 The
Philippines

Figure 6 below

Chapter 10 Canada
Additions to Table 10-4
APO 669 NEW
PROVISIONAL FIGURE 7
(Pollard)

Chapter 11 United
Kingdom

Boxed Oval Censor
Handstamps:
Addition to Table 11-2: (Pollard)
APO 634 Boxed Oval No. 09288 postmarked 14 Nov 1942

Chapter 12 South Atlantic

Boxed Oval No. 421 used on cover postmarked APO 643
(Parnamirim, Brazil) date 6 Dec 1942. Question: Was the
handstamp—known used at Atkinson Field as late as 6
June—transferred to APO 643, or was APO 643 mail
censored at Atkinson Field in December 1942?

Figure 6 Earliest Type Phil-3 Censor handstamp (Dattolico)

Figure 5
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Figure 7

Chapter 15 China-Burma-India Theater
Shield Handstamps (Pollard)

New Type B “Examined by Theater Censor: FIGURE 8
Addition to Table 15-4:
APO 886 add Censor Type B No. 25

Chapter 16 Australia
New Personal Censor FIGURE 9 (Pollard)

Australia Type A Markings (Pollard)
Addition to Table 16-4:
Censor #34: APO 41 Add APO 922 39th Fighter Squadron
Censor #44 First report APO 32 HQ MP Company
FIGURE 10

Figure 8
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Chapter 17 South Pacific

Note figure 17-9  & appropriate text page 205. Pollard
reports an example of Hawaaii Type A with Number 60 on
co with Btry C, 251st CA postmarked APO 913 on 4 Jan
1943

Chapter 18 North Africa
APO 650 dated 24 Dec 1942 with HQ & HQ Squad., 12th

Air Force Boxed Oval with number 10346 not previously
reported used at APO 650 (Pollard).

Figue 9

Figure 10
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6-9 Aug Stampshow 2009
Pittsburgh, PA

25-27 Sept Stamp
Expo 400

Albany, NY
30 Oct-1 Nov U.S. Classic

Society Show
Bellefonte, PA

Subject: letter to the editor
From: Don Glickstein

Bill, I hope you’ll consider this as
a short letter to the editor, or a
clarification.

The superb guest column by Joe
Bageant in the July La Posta left us
hanging about the supposed law that
California passed that would ban the
words “mother” or “father” in the
schools.

As Mr. Bageant suspected, this truly
was a creation of “far-right Internet
propaganda.” In October 2007,
Governor Schwarzenegger, a
Republican, signed the Student Civil
Rights Act, which added sexual
orientation to the state’s anti-
discrimination law. It was designed
to help address the issue of gay
students being harassed and bullied.

Available FREE on-line in the La Posta
Publications Library at www.YUDU.com
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Get Ahead of the Crowd!
NOW you can view La Posta weeks
ahead of its mail arrival at our YUDU on-
line publication website!  At no extra cost,
subscribers receive:

Articles with Full Color Illustrations
Searchable Text
Zoom Features for Easier Reading
How can you receive E-mail notice when the
on-line version is available? Simple!  Please
check that your E-mail is correctly listed in
Postal Historians on-line, and you’ll be sent E-
notices automatically.  If you’re not listed, or
listed in error, please contact Cath Clark:

lapostagal@hotmail.com

Don Tocher
U.S. Classics,

Stamps
and Postal

History

See examples of unusual U.S. postal history items on
my website:

http://www.postalnet.com/dontocher/

APS StampShow 2009
Pittsburgh, PA Convention Center  Aug 6-9

Hudson-Fulton-Champlain Expo
Albany, NY, Sep 25

WALPEX 2009,
October 24-25, Lexington, MA
USPCS Conference Show
Bellefonte, PA, Oct 30-Nov1

ASDA,  APS, USPCS, CSA, USSS
Box 679, Sunapee, NH 03782,
CELL PHONE:  617-686-0288

  dontocher@earthlink.net

COVERCRAZY2
Postal History

NEARLY 10,000 COVERS IN OUR STORE

www.covercrazy2.com

TENS OF THOUSANDS NOT YET ON THE INTERNET

Please contact with your Want list & let us know if you would like us to notify you when new
inventory arrives

A Large stock of Postal History by State, Advertising, Fancy Cancels, Machine Cancels, RPO’s,
Foreign Covers, and much more !

We look forward to hearing from you

Anne & Elwyn (Doub) Doubleday
PO Box 119

Alton, NH  03809
(603) 875-1808

annesell@worldpath.net
Elwyn@elwyndoubleday.com
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La Posta Backnumbers
Backnumbers of La Posta may be purchased
from:

Sherry Straley
1731 Howe Ave PMB 452

Sacramento, CA 95825

An index of all backnumbers through Volume
28 has been completed by Daniel Y. Meschter
and is available on the La Posta website at
www.la-posta.com.

To order backnumbers call  Sherry at 916-359-
1898, fax 916-359-1963 or send her an E-mail
at sherry@4agent.org.

United States Post Offices
Volume 8 - The Southeast

Now Available on CD

Complete searchable data base of
all US post offices that have ever

operated in Alabama, Florida,
Georgia & South Carolina

Dates of Operation, County Location and
Scarcity Index

Price to La Posta subscribers: $17.50 ppd.

Order by Mail or E-mail:
helbock@la-posta.com

Pay Pal accepted

FOREIGN DESTINATION MAIL
FROM THE U.S. DURING WWII
Civilian mail, personal or commercial

wanted by collector

Exotic destinations from Aden and
Afghanistan to Yemen and Zanzibar
Surface mail to Colombia, 1942
Cards to liberated nations, 1944-1945
Mail to Japan, 1946-1947

Lawrence Sherman, M.D.
5365 Caminito Exquisito
San Diego, CA  92130

larrysherman@san.rr.com
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(800) 594-3837
FAX(888) 898-6123

USA POSTAL HISTORY
Colonial to Prexies: Maritime, Destinations,

Expos, DPOs, Railroad, Territorial, CSA,
Express, Possessions, & Military

ASDA Mega-Event
New York, NY
October 8 -11

STEPHEN T. TAYLOR
5 Glenbuck Road
Surbiton, Surrey

England KT6 6BS
Covers on Ebay: americaninbritain

Phone 01144-208-390-9357
Fax 01144-208-390-2235
info@stephentaylor.co.uk
www.stephentaylor.co.uk

Your American dealer in Britain

WANTED: MAIL ROBBERY,
TERRORISM, UNUSUAL MAIL

INTERRUPTIONS
—tornadoes, hurricanes, volcanoes,

etc.

Contact Dr. Steven J. Berlin,
12407 Dover Rd.

Reisterstown, Maryland 21136

Phone: 443-838-1546, E-mail-
DrStevenBerlin@yahoo.com.

MEMBER: Wreck & Crash Mail Society

20th

Pouch Stolen by Bandits...
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Visit La Posta’s NEW On-line
Cover Shop

http://www.la-posta.com/Store/Cover%20Shop.htm

16 categories are up and running including:

NEW: Over 50 colorful WWII Patriotic Illustrated Covers
Shop using credit card through Paypal, or e-mail us your order direct and pay by check.

helbock@la-posta.com or lapostagal@hotmail.com

DK Enterprises
World-Wide Postal History

both commercial and philatelic
· Censored, Military, Naval
· P.O.W., Internment Camp Mail
· US/WW Postal History
· US/WW Stamps and Collections
· State/Federal/Foreign Revenues
· Always Buying. Let us know what you have.
· Visa/Mastercard accepted
· Free shipping on orders over $50.00

Visit my online store
http://www.dickkeiser.com

or inquire about what’s in stock. New items
are constantly added to the website.

 Email:  stamps@dickkeiser.com
Dick Keiser

DK Enterprises
9960 Silverdale Way NW #11

Silverdale, Wa 98383
360.692.3818

Store Hours: Mon – Sat 1030 to 1800

After hours.  360.271.9026
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Essential Books for the 
Postal Historian ... 
Our Own Publications 

9201 Passed by Army Censor By Richard W. Helbock, 2006, 256p, HB. $45.00 
9197 Chicago Postal Markings and Postal History By Leonard Piszkiewicz, 2006, 576p plus 8-page color section, HB. The 

cover price is $75.00. 
9184 United States Patriotic Envelopes of World War II By Lawrence Sherman, 2006 Revised and expanded edition, 428p, 

HB. $75.00 
9113 Montana Territorial Postmarks By Wesley N. Sbellen and Francis Dunn, 2003, 128p, Card cover. $25.00 
9112 Prexie Postal History - 2003 Revised Second Edition Edited by Richard Helbock, 2003, I OOp, Card cover. $25.00 
012 The Forwauling of Mail by the U.S. Post Office Department, 1792- 2001. By Tony Wawn1kiewicz, 2001 , 240p+8p. 

color insert, 1-ffi. $39.95 
013 Postmarks on Postcards By Richard Helbock, 2002, 290p, SB. Section one contai~ns ten chapters on the postmarks found 

during the "Post Card Era" 1900 - I 920. The second part deals with the major ways postmarks are collected and explores 
anci llary and auxi liary markings. $27.50 

Helbock's Post Office Series 
Each volume contains an alpha listing of post offices. Includes county, dates of operation and a rarity factor. A useful series 

for the postal historian, post card collector or genealogist. 
014 United States Post Offices Vol. 1 - The West. Contains the II western states + HI and AK. Helbock, 1998, 222p, SB 

$27.50 
015 United States Post Offices Vol. 2 - The Great Plains. Contains ND, SO, NE, 

KS, OK & TX. Helbock, 1998, 222p, SB. $27.50 
016 United States Post Offices Vol. 3 - The Upper Midwest. Contains MN, lA, 

Wl, lL & MJ. Helbock, 1999, 264p, SB $27.50 
017 United States Post Offices Vol. 4 - The Northeast. Contains all of New 

England and NY & PA. Helbock, 2001 , 288p, SB. $27.50 
9106 U.S. Post Offices - Vol. 5- The Ohio Valley. Contains OH, IN & KY 

Helbock, 2002, 204p, SB. $27.50 
9130 United States Post Offices Vol. 6- The Mid-Atlantic. Contains VA, WV, 

MD, DE, DC & NC. Helbock, 2004, 270p, SB. $27.50 
9154 United States Post Offices Vol. 7- The Lower Mississippi. Contains: MO, 

TN, AR, LA and MS. Helbock, 2005, 320p, SB. $27.50 
9213 United States Post Offices Volume 8- The Southeast Contains: SC, GA, 

FL, & AL. Helbock, 2007, 224p, SB. $27.50. 
9107 U.S. Doanes - Second revised Edition Helbock & Anderson, 2002, 336p, 

SB. $27.50 

SHIPPING AND HANDUNG: $5.00 for the first book, and 
$1.00 per book thereafter. 

:lE • ORDER FORM • • Quan. Ti tle : Price: 

Shippingl\d<litional: 
TOTAL 

_Check Enclosed 
Charge to:_ Visa _ MC _ Discover 
Card No. 
Expire Date: Please enler your cre<frt card"s 

--- J.<llgii Secufiy Code: __ 

Name: 

Street Address: 

City: 

State:-Zip Code: 

Phone: Fax: 

Email: 

NOTE: llhno1s res1dents add 6.5% sales 

James E. Lee, LLC • Phone: (847) 462-91 30 
Fax: (847) 462-9140 • Email: jim@jameslee.com 

Dealers call for 
quantity discounts. www.JamesLee.com 
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Alaska Collectors Club
APS Affiliate #218

Dedicated to developing a wider interest in the study
and preservation of Alaska’s Postal History.

We are a wide-ranging group of collectors who are
interested in all aspects of the postal history of Alaska.
From the first covers under United States ownership to
the latest events, we try to cover the gamut of Alaska

postal history.
Some of our features:

Quarterly Journal, The Alaskan Philatelist
Auctions of Alaska material
Fellowship with other Alaska collectors

Dues $15.00, information available from:

Eric Knapp
Secretary/Treasurer
4201 Folker Street, Unit 102
Anchorage, AK  99508 -5377
E-mail:  eknapp@gci.net

ATTENTION
POSTAL HISTORY & LITERATURE DEALERS

Trade discounts are available on
United States Post Offices, Volumes 1-8,

as well as other La Posta Publications.

WRITE OR CALL:

James E. Lee,
P.O. Drawer 36,

Cary, IL 60013-0036
Voice: 847-462-9130
Fax: 847-462-9140

ARIZONA - NEW
MEXICO

POSTAL HISTORY
SOCIETY

SEEKS NEW MEMBERS, WHO SEEK NEW
MATERIAL, NEW INFORMATION AND  NEW FRIENDS

DUES $10 ANNUALLY

Receive “The Roadrunner”
Quarterly Newsletter

Trade Duplicates at Winter
and Summer Meetings

Contact: J. L. Meyer,

20112 West Point Dr.,

Riverside, CA 92507

Searching for
HOLMES COUNTY, OHIO COVERS

Berlin – ms, CDS, and especially Straight Line Cancels on Stampless.
Baddow Pass Manning
Becks Mills Morgan Settlement*
Benton* Mount Hope*
Black Creek* Nashville*
Buena Vista before 16 Feb 1852 Paint Valley
Clark’s* Palladium
Clark Pictoria
DeWitts Ridge Prarie*
Dino Salt Creek*
Doughty Saltillo
Drake’s* Special
Farmerstown Stilwell
Grade Trail
Hard Tuttleville*
Holmesville* Walnut Creek
Humpreys Villa* Walnutcreek 1895-06
Humpreyville Ward’s*
Jones Corner Winesburgh*
Killbuck*
Lakeville

* = Stampless

Write/E-Mail Call:  Larry Neal, 8650 Twp. Rd. 79
Millersburg, OH  44654  (330) 674-0919

larryln@valkyrie.net
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The World's Great Rarities Benefit 
from Philatelic Foundation Certificates 

Your Stamps and Covers Will, Too 

T he unique Ice House cover has been shrouded in secrecy for over 80 years - yet it was 
no mystery to the experts of The Philatelic Foundation. Recently our experts examined 
this legendary cover and we issued our Expert Opinion declaring it to be a genuine 

usage of the 1869 90¢ Lincoln Pictorial - the only known example on cover. 

Why do savvy collectors and knowledgeable dealers turn to The Philatelic Foundation for 
their opinions? Because PF opinions are respected and add additional value to genuine stamps 
and covers. Simply put, many stamps and covers are worth more with a PF Certificate than 
without one. 

Submit Your Stamps and Covers Today for a PF Certificate 
The same experts who worked on the unique Ice House cover will examine your stamps 

and covers. These experts will access the same multimillion-dollar reference collection, apply 
decades of scholarship and issue an opinion you can trust. 

Call 1-212-221-6555 or visit www.PhilatelicFoundation.org today to download a submission 
form. Fill out the one-page form and send it to us with your stamp or cover. Our experts will 
study your stamp or cover and return it to you (typically within 30 business days, often less) 
along with your certificate. 

Reward yourself with the security of a Philatelic Foundation Certificate -
the gold standard of philatelic certificates for over 60 years. 

The Philatelic Foundation 
70 West 40th Street, I 5th Floor 
New York, NY 10018 
(212) 221 -6555 
www.PhilatelicFoundation.org 
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PROFESSIONAL POSTMARK
TRACING & MAPS

I will execute to
your exact
specifications
accurate tracings
of plain or fancy
postmarks,

cancels and maps. My work has appeared in La
Posta in both the Washington Territorial
postmark series by Richard A. Long and the
19th Century Colorado postmark series by
Richard Frajola.

If you’ve been thinking of a postmark
catalog project, or any research which requires
well-executed postmarks or maps for
illustrations, but do not have the time required to
accomplish the tracings, drop me a line or give
me a call with the particulars, and I will give you
a quote.

JANE DALLISON

P. O. BOX 296, LANGLOIS, OR 97450

INTRODUCING EXPONET
THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL ON-LINE PHILATELIC EXHIBITION

EXPONET (http://www.exponet.info) is a virtual, non-competitive international philatelic exhibit with more than 380 entries.
With EXPONET, collectors can present their postal history and stamp collections on-line. EXPONET was started in 2004, and is
now an integral part of the philatelic web site JAPHILA. It is written in English, and also translated into several other languages.
It has been viewed by 2 million visitors so far!

The aim of EXPONET is to provide a permanent presentation of high quality philatelic exhibits, and to facilitate on-line study
for visitors throughout the world. Our intention is to make exhibit-viewing available to everybody, regardless of distance, and to
promote the philatelic hobby.

Exhibiters are not charged an entry fee, and criteria for exhibiting on EXPONET are explained on-line. In-brief, exhibits must be
interesting, of high quality, and have some philatelic value. It’s no problem to show a good exhibit which so far hasn’t been
exhibited or awarded. On the other hand, we don’t accept an exhibit which isn’t well worked through—even if it has been
previously awarded.

We don’t limit the size of the exhibit, but the optimal size is 5 to 10 frames, which meets APS and FIP regulations. High quality
scans are a necessity.

Exhibits are classified in three groups, with professionally juried awards.
1. Hall of Fame -  Exhibits which have achieved high awards at national and international shows will be classified in the Hall of

Fame.
2. Very fine and outstanding exhibition
3. Open Class for exhibits having achieved Bronze, new exhibits, youth exhibits, etc.

EXPONET was founded by private individuals:

1. Milan Cernik, collector of postal stationery, exhibitor, and philatelic  auctioneer at www.pac-auction.com

2. Bretislav Janik, webmaster-Japhila daily magazine www.japhila.cz; Secretary-World Stamp Exhibit Committee, Prague-1988.

3. Vit Vanicek, vice-president of the Union of Czech Philatelists and President-World Stamp Exhibit Committee-Prague-2008.
VISIT EXPONET AT http://www.exponet.info

Contact: Milan Cernik, icernik@volny.cz or Bretislav Janik, janik@japhila.com

La Posta Backnumbers
Backnumbers of La Posta may be purchased
from:

Sherry Straley
1731 Howe Ave PMB 452

Sacramento, CA 95825

An index of all backnumbers through Volume
28 has been completed by Daniel Y. Meschter
and is available on the La Posta website at
www.la-posta.com.
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LA POSTA
CLASSIFIED ADS
ONLY 5 CENTS PER WORD DELIVERS YOUR MESSAGE TO THE LARGEST

AND BEST INFORMED GROUP OF POSTAL HISTORIANS IN AMERICA

Word Count 1 issue 3 issues 6 issues

1-25 $1.25 $3.12 $5.94
26-30 $1.50 $3.75 $7.14
31-35 $1.75 $4.35 $8.28
36-40 $2.00 $4.98 $9.48
41-45 $2.25 $5.61 $10.68
46-50 $2.50 $6.24 $11.88
51-55 $2.75 $6.84 $13.02
56-60 $3.00 $7.47 $14.22
61-65 $3.25 $8.10 $15.42
66-70 $3.50 $8.73 $16.62
71-75 $3.75 $9.33 $17.76
76-80 $4.00 $9.96 $18.96
81-85 $4.25 $10.59 $20.16
86-90 $4.50 $11.22 $21.36
91-95 $4.75 $11.82 $22.50
96-100 $5.00 $12.45 $23.70

SOCIETIES

COLLECT CANADA/B.N.A.? Consider
BNAPS! The society offers study groups; pub-
lications; annual exhibitions; and online library
bnapstopics.org! View: www.bnaps.org. Con-
tact: P. Jacobi, Secretary, #6-2168 150 A
Street, Surrey, BC Canada V4A 9W4 [41-1]

FOR SALE: COVERS
POSTAL HISTORY featured in our mail bid
sales. Free catalogs. Juno Stamps, 2180
Hartford Ave., St. Paul, MN 55116-1010.
junostamps@aol.com [40-6]

DO YOU COLLECT State Postal History,
Doane Cancels or cancels of any kind? Now
38 States online plus Dakota Territory and
more coming. Over 9000 covers online
with1500 of them pictured. Website: http://
www.towncancel.com/ Gary Anderson, P.O.
Box 600039, St. Paul, MN. 55106. Email:
garyndak@comcast.net. [41-1]

COVER AUCTIONS, NAVY/MILITARY; Clas-
sics; Submarines; Surface Ships; Locations;
APO;s; POSTCARDS; MEMORABILIA. Mix-
ture of commercial; philatelic; wartime cov-
ers. Free illustrated catalogues. Jim Smith
(USCS, MPHS), Box 512, Oshtemo, Michi-
gan 49077 [40-4]

FOR SALE: COVERS

DPO’s, RPO’s, ships, Doanes, Expos, ma-
chines, military, advertising, auxiliaries, and
more! My Mail Bid Sales offer thousands of
postal history lots. Write/ call for sample
catalog. Jim Mehrer, 2405-30th Street, Rock
Island, IL 61201. Phone: (309) 786-6539.
Email: mehrer@postal-history.com. Internet
web site: http://www.postal-history.com.
[40-6]

TOWNS:WANTED
All States and categories wanted! Better
consignment material always needed for my
bi-monthly Mail Bid Sales. Write/ call for con-
signment details. Jim Mehrer, 2405-30th
Street, Rock Island, IL 61201. Phone:
(309) 786-6539. Email: mehrer@postal-
history.com. Internet web site:
http://www.postal-history.com. [40-6]

CALIFORNIA - KERN & IMPERIAL County
covers and cards. Especially interested in
Bakersfield corner cards. Send description
or photocopies and prices to John Williams,
887 Litchfield Ave., Sebastopol, CA 95472
[40-6]

TOWNS: WANTED

PHILLIPS COUNTY, MONTANA. I am devel-
oping a personal collection of postal history
of the post offices which have existed in
Phillips County, MT. (This is the county in
which I was born and grew to adulthood). I
hope to acquire postal covers and postcards
(especially PPAs) from all these post offices.
The collection dates will span from approxi-
mately 1900 to 1970. Among the postmarks/
post offices for which I am still looking are:
Alkali, Bellealta, CeeKay, Cole, Cowan,
Freewater, Greve, Leedy, Legg, Lonesome,
Lost Lake, Strater, Waleston, Whitcomb,
Ynot and Zenon...and others. Please send
descriptions or photocopies/scans with ask-
ing price, by e-mail or postal mail to: Evert
Bruckner, 1724 Morning Dove Lane,
Redlands, CA 92373. e-mail:
ebruckner@earthlink.net [40-4]

NORTH DAKOTA: all postal history wanted
from territorial to modern. Send photocopies
or on approval. Gary Anderson, P.O. Box
600039, St. Paul, MN 55106 41-1]

SPOKANE FALLS / SPOKANE, WA. 1872-
date wanted: Territorial, registered, postage
due, certified, commercial airmail, foreign
destinations, unusual station cancels, us-
ages, and postal markings. Send descrip-
tion or photocopies/scans to Larry Mann, 655
Washington PL SW, Mukilteo, WA 98275
Larrymann02@aol.com [40-4]

WESTPORT WA Collector seeking older ad-
vertising covers and pre-1950 postcards from
Westport, WA. Contact: Douglas Olson, PO
Box 2177, Westport, WA 98595 [40-4]

NOTE:
EXPIRATION DATE SHOWN
AT END OF EACH AD,  i.e.,
[40-3], MEANS AD WILL
EXPIRE WITH THIS ISSUE.

AD DEADLINE FOR NEXT
ISSUE:

Sept. 5, 2009
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Unusual, Exhibitable,
 Challenging Covers

Wide Range of Areas.  Please Go to:
eBay Store <POSTAL HISTORY MALL>

Want Lists Solicited
WANTED: Worldwide SpecialDelivery Stamps on Cover, Card, Tags

Robert L. Markovits, Quality Investors
PO Box 891  Middletown  NY  10940

rlmarkovits@aol.com

MILITARY: WANTED

ALASKA & WESTERN CANADA APOs,
interesting Pan American (Scott 294-299)
issues on cover and Pittsburgh/Allegheny
County covers from 1851-1861. Send
Xeroxes or scans and pricing to Bob
McKain, 2337 Giant Oaks Drive, Pittsburgh,
PA 15241 (57-vette@adelphia.net) [40-6]

WANTED ON APPROVAL: KOREAN WAR
COVERS, 1950-1953 with U.S. MARINES re-
turn addresses & postmarks that read U.S.
NAVY/12867 Br./Unit No., also 14009, 14011,
14012, 14021.  Also, ship covers sent by Ma-
rines while on active Korean war duty; also
collect stamped mail & Registered  (not free-
franked) from any service branch in Korea
from June 27 1950 – Dec 31, 1950.  Please
send scans and prices to Cath Clark,
lapostagal@hotmail.com

COLUMBIAN COVERS:
WANTED
1¢ COLUMBIAN (Scott US #230) COVERS
for eventual exhibit. Early/late uses, multiples
on cover, unusual destinations, fancy cancels,
etc. Also collecting 1893 Columbian Expo
covers & paper ephemera. Send scans, pho-
tocopies, or on approval to: Doug Merenda,
PO Box 20069, Ferndale, MI 48220-0069 or
ddm_50@yahoo.com [40-4]

DOANE CANCELS:
WANTED

Buy, sell and trade Doane Cancels of all
states. Send photocopies or on approval.
Gary Anderson, P.O. Box 600039, St.
Paul, MN 55106 [41-6]

PREXIES: WANTED
URGENTLY NEED 4½¢ Prexies for
collection. Looking for covers, proofs,
printing varieties. Anything that fits into a
specialized collection. Describe with
asking price. Howard Lee, Box 2912,
Delmar, CA 92014. Tel: 858-350-7462.
Email: gimpo@adnc.com [40-4]

SUB-STATION POSTAL
MARKINGS: WANTED
SUB-STATION postal markings containg
“sub” dated between 1889 and 1912 from
any US city. Send photocopies to Dennis
Pack, 1915 Gilmore Ave., Winona, MN
55987 [40-6]

FOREIGN: WANTED

COMMERCIAL AIR air covers, 1945 or
earlier, any intercontinental mail, i.e, Europe
to Asia, North America to Africa, Australia to
Europe, etc. Send scans or photocopies for
my offer, or on approval to Richard Helbock,
PO Box 100, Chatsworth Island, NSW
2469, Australia or helbock@la-posta.com

WANTED: MISCELLANY
US & POSSESSIONS POST OFFICE SEALS:
on/off cover, Scott listed and unlisted.
Especially need Ryukyu and Philippine
material. Also want worldwide official
seals on cover. Send photocopies or
scans with asking price. Jim Kotanchik, PO
Box 684, West Acton, MA 01720-0684,
email: jimko@speakeasy.net 40-4]

LITERATURE: FOR SALE

19th Century Cleveland, Ohio Postal
Markings by Thomas F. Allen, a 122-page
book packed with information helpful to all
postal historians, only $8.00 postpaid for
La Posta subscribers G-P Stamp Club,
7280 Hudson Road, Kent, OH 44240 [40-4
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La Posta Publications
33470 Chinook Plaza, #216,

Scappoose OR 97056
email: helbock@la-posta.com

We hope that you have enjoyed our journal and I wish to cordially invite you to become a subscriber.

LA POSTA is published six times a year and provides over 450 pages of research, news and information
regarding all aspects of American postal history. With a subscription price of just $25 per year, most of our
readers consider us to be the best bargain in postal history today.

I hope you will find La Posta worthy of your support. If so, please take a moment to fill out the form below and
send us a check in the amount of $25, or pay via credit card at www.la-posta.com/journal.htm to begin your
subscription with our next issue.

Sincerely yours,

Richard W. Helbock,

Publisher

———————————————————————————————————————————————
La Posta Publications
33470 Chinook Plaza, #216
Scappoose, OR 97056

Hello Richard & Cath:

Yes, I’ll give La Posta a try. You may begin my subscription with the Volume 40, Number 5 (Oct-Nov 2009)
issue. Enclosed is my check in the amount of $25.00.*

Name: ————————————————————————

Address: ———————————————————————

City, State, ZIP: ______________________________________________

*The $25 per volume rate applies to US domestic addresses only. Please consult page 1 of this issue for current
overseas & Canadian rates. Pay via credit card through Pay Pal at www.la-posta.com/journal.htm
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ADVERTISING IN LA POSTA
DISPLAY ADS are available on a contract basis as shown below. Ad contents may be changed from issue-to-issue, provided
changes are received by the posted deadlines.
INSIDE PAGES
  Ad Size One Issue Three Issues Six Issues
  1/8-page $15.00 $33.00 $60.00
  1/4-page $33.00 $76.00 $130.00
  1/2-page $60.00 $139.00 $254.00
  1-page $110.00 $253.00 $462.00

INSIDE COVER*
(FULL-PAGE, BLACK & WHITE)

One Issue $192.00
Two issues $302.00
Four issus $638.00
Six issues                $880.00

BACK COVER*
(1/2 PAGE, COLOR)

One Issues $300.00
Two issues $522.00
Four issus $880.00
Six issues             $1,320.00

*We normally ask that back cover and inside cover ads be taken out for a minimum of two issues due to our advance printing
schedule for covers.

All charges include Type setting & Layout
AD DEADLINES FOR INSIDE PAGES are as follows: Dec/Jan issue - Nov 15; Feb/Mar issue - Jan 15; Apr/May issue - Mar
15; Jun/Jul issue - May 15; Aug/Sep issue - July 15; Oct/Nov issue - Sep 15.

DISPLAY ADS
JAMES E. LEE - 73 & 74
ROBERT L. MARKOVITS - 78
LARRY NEAL - 74
NEW JERSEY POSTAL HISTORY

SOCIETY - 70
THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION - 75
ROBERT QUINTERO - 72
SCHMITT INVESTORS LTD. - 71
LAWRENCE SHERMAN, MD - 70
STEPHEN T. TAYLOR - 71
DON TOCHER - 69
US POST OFFICES, VOL 8 CD - 70
WRECK & CRASH MAIL SOCIETY - 71

DISPLAY ADS
ALASKA COLLECTORS CLUB - 74
ARIZONA-NEW MEXICO P. H. S. - 74
MARK BAKER ENTERPRISES - 68
COLORADO POSTAL HIST. SOCIETY - 67
COVERCRAZY2 - 69
JANE DALLISON - 76
MICHAEL DATTOLICO - 68
DK ENTERPRISES - 72
EXPONET - 76
JIM FORTE - 71
FREEMAN’S - 68
H. R. HARMERS - Back Cover
LA POSTA Backnumbers - 70 & 76
LA POSTA ON-LINE COVER SHOP - 72
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LA POSTA COVERSHOP SPECIAL OFFERING – WWII PATRIOTICS

Over 50 illustrated covers depicting popular war-time themes, mailed by
soldiers from military bases all over America. Covers in Very Good, crisp

condition from a well-kept collection. Click any image to enter Covershop.

$9.50 Category: Patriotics
Search (control/find) : Eagle and Shield

http://www.la-posta.com/paypal/Paypal/shop.html

$9.50 Category: Patriotics
Search (control/find) : Statue Lib

http://www.la-posta.com/paypal/Paypal/shop.html

$10.50 Category: Patriotics
Search (control/find : Ramparts

http://www.la-posta.com/paypal/Paypal/shop.html

$6.50 Category: Patriotics
Search (control/find) : Win

http://www.la-posta.com/paypal/Paypal/shop.html

$7.50 Category: Patriotics
Search (control/find ): Hawaii Babes

http://www.la-posta.com/paypal/Paypal/shop.html

$10.00 Category: Patriotics
Search (control/find) : Solomon

http://www.la-posta.com/paypal/Paypal/shop.html

$10.00 Category: Patriotics
Search (control/find) : Savings Bonds

http://www.la-posta.com/paypal/Paypal/shop.html

$10.00 Category: Patriotics
Search (control/find) : Pearl Harbor First

http://www.la-posta.com/paypal/Paypal/shop.html
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La Posta Publications
33470 Chinook Plaza, #216
Scappoose, OR 97056

OUR 40TH YEAR OF PUBLISHING AMERICAN POSTAL HISTORY 1969-2009

Fine Stamp Auctions
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