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Looking Ahead

This morning CNN announced that it would be de-
cided soon whether the Seattle Post-Intelligencer
would become an online only newspaper or cease pub-
lication altogether. The P-I as it’s commonly known in
the State of Washington, is the oldest newspaper in
the state with a record of Seattle and Pacific North-
west news coverage that dates back to 1863. This
announcement, coming as it does so soon after the
demise of Denver’s Rocky Mountain News—axed
just 55 days short of its 150th anniversary—is abso-
lutely shocking to one who has long assumed that such
metropolitan newspapers were essential pillars of suc-
cessful life in our major cities and their tributary re-
gions. I’m sure that I do not stand alone in my shock
and amazement.

If someone had told you in 1990 that major newspa-
pers in Chicago and Denver and Los Angeles and
Seattle would be forced to cease publication within
the next 20 years due largely to the inability to com-
pete with something called “the internet”, what would
your reaction have been? Exactly, and to be fair, it’s
not just competition from the internet that is laying low
these pillars of the press. Rising costs of production,
declining readership, and the attendant loss of adver-
tising revenue are all major factors, but when it comes
right down to it, people are switching to the “net” for
news and information.

This all brings us, of course, to our own personal quest
for survival. To those of you dear readers who took
the time to look over our first attempt to produce an
on-line edition and email me your thoughts, many
thanks! The current issue will be up and running as a
color-enhanced on-line attraction by the time you re-
ceive this “hard copy.” I urge you to check it out by
going to our La Posta homepage—www.la-
posta.com—and scrolling down the page to “An-
nouncements” where you will find a direct link to Vol-
ume 40, Number 2. There is no cost involved in exam-
ining our on-line issues for Volume 40. All six issues
will be available in the La Posta Publications Library
on YUDU as they appear throughout 2009.

By the way, I have added to the website what I hope
are a series of helpful hints on how to get the best use
out of the on-line versions at YUDU. Others may be
added as necessary, and if you care to suggest im-
provements, please do not hesitate to let us know.

The La Posta Publi-
cations Library at
YUDU currently
contains 75 titles.
These titles range
from individual La
Posta back numbers
from Volumes 30
onward to articles
and serialized articles
that have been en-
hanced with color
imagery. It includes
books such as Post-
marks on Post-
cards, United States
Doanes, Prexie Postal History, Passed by Army Cen-
sor, Military Postmarks of Territorial Alaska and oth-
ers.

Except for the La Posta issues of our current volume,
all the other items in the Library may be purchased
individually for a modest fee paid to YUDU or included
within an annual subscription to the entire La Posta Pub-
lications Library for 15£ (currently $21.25 US). My
apologies for the need to price items in pound sterling,
but YUDU is a British website and I am currently un-
aware of an American site that provides the same fa-
cilities for hosting web publications.

So, you may well ask, what do I receive for a year’s
subscription to La Posta Publications Library? In short,
access to everything in the Library. Obviously, all the
publications are available on-line, and you may page
through any of them, search them using the YUDU
search engine, add notes, or print out select pages of
interest or the entire publication on your own printer.
You can also print them directly to your hard drive as
Adobe Acrobat files, so in essence your subscription
will buy you a personal copy of everything in the Li-
brary.

My goal is to expand the contents of the on-line La
Posta Publications Library until it includes the entire
body of postal history research and writing that I have
produced over the past 40 years. Where possible, I plan
to upgrade previous publications with color imagery to
take advantage of this wonderful web capability.

Anita Sprankle was one of the first readers to send
along a reaction to my request for comments on the on-
line edition, and here is what she said:

Publisher’s Page
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Don Tocher
U.S. Classics,

Stamps
and Postal

History

Recently acquired:

Steven Roth’s U.S. WWII outgoing mail

See these and many other unusual items on my
website:

http://www.postalnet.com/dontocher/

Philatelic Show 2009
Boxborough, MA May 1-3, 2009

APS StampShow 2009
Pittsburgh, PA Convention Center

Aug 6-92009

ASDA,  APS, USPCS, CSA, USSS
Box 679, Sunapee, NH 03782,
CELL PHONE:  617-686-0288

  dontoch@earthlink.net

Greg Sutherland
www.gregfree.com
gregfree@coax.net

1-800-352-8304

P.O.B. 24231
Huber Heights

Ohio
45424-0231

ASDA, APS, PF,
Postal History
Society, Others

Website Highlights

Show Schedule

Postal Rates

Just visited Yudu and experienced LaPosta
digital.  I enjoyed the color images; it was easy
to use, and fast to load.  I especially enjoyed the
fact that when turning pages, the page stayed
enlarged.  Also liked the fact that I could view a
single page at the click of a button, and, save the
issue to my library.  The only negative was the
fact that I could not turn the images to view
pages that were printed vertically (LA map and
table on page 32).  However, this was only a
minor problem and common to all online journals.
 All-in-all, Yudu appears to offer a good solution
for LaPosta in electronic format.  One question,
would a subscription to LaPosta digital offer free
access to those issues or would Yudu require
individual purchase?  Not certain you can
answer that question but it was something that
came to mind..

 I hope LaPosta can remain in hard copy but a
number of other journals to which I subscribe are
only available in digital format so I am getting
used to reading at the computer rather than while
I eat breakfast.

 Good luck to LaPosta.

Anita Sprankle
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POSTAL HISTORIANS ON LINE
If you would like to join this list in future issues of La
Posta, send us a note via e-mail to
lapostagal@hotmail.com. If you are already listed,
please take a moment to insure that your email ad-
dress is correct.

Paul G. Abajian [Vermont postal history]— PGA@vbimail.champlain.edu
Murray Abramson [commercial US airmail 1924-1941]

—aabramson@verizon.net
Joe Adamski [SD, CT] — joe_adamski@hotmail.com
Albert Aldham [Machine cancels] — cancels@ptd.net
Jim Alexander [TX: Waco Village, McLennan, Bosque, Coryell counties]

— jralexander3@aol.com
American Philatelic Research Library — aprl@stamps.org
Gary Anderson [US Doanes & ND postal history]

— garyndak@comcast.net
Kirk Andrews [Expositions, OR, WA, WI] — kirk_meister@yahoo.com
Dennis Austin [WA,OR,ID] — skypub@quest.net
Ted Bahry [Wake & Midway Isl, Benzie Cty, MI] — semperted@aol.com
Debbie Baker [Midwestern p.h., APOs]—airmailpostmark@mac.com
Mark Baker Enterprises [Dealer CA & NV postal history etc.]

Web: goldrushpaper.com  — mbcovers@directcon.net
Bob Baldridge — [Wisconsin p.h.] bobbaldridge@earthlink.net
Alan Banks [Missouri] — abanks7@att.net
William H. Bauer [CO postal history] — whbcphs@frontiernet.net
Robert Beall — rbeallstmp@aol.com
John Beane, MD [West VA] — jbeane@prodigy.net
Robert Beasecker [MI p. history] — beaseckr@gvsu.edu
Stan Bednarczyk [IL: Chicago Streetcar markings]

—stanb@columbus.rr.com
John Beirne [Navals, RPO, AK] — john_beirne@hotmail.com
William R. Beith [Eastern Oregon, OR Doanes]—wrbeith@comcast.net
Kevin Belmont [SW Arkansas, West Pointers on stamps]

— kevin.belmont@west-point.org
Bary D. Bender [Dealer p.c.’s & p.h.; + collects WA: Columbia Co]

— ngatecol@bresnan.net
Steven Berlin [interrupted mail, wreicks, crashes, robbery, terrorism]

— drstevenberlin@yahoo.com
Henry Berthelot [train, shipwrck mail & US postals]

— hankberthelot@yahoo.com
Jim Blandford [#210 covers; early Detroit PH] — jblandf526@aol.com
John Boal [California only]—calpl8z@boal.net
Tim Boardman [Washington PH, photos, books & maps]

— simcoe@dsl-only.net
Joe Bock [US Airmail 1935-1950 & Arizona town cancels; U.S. WWII]

— jgbock@commspeed.net
John Bloor [World early airmail; air & airmail-related Cinderellas France,

Canada, U.N.] — aerophil59@yahoo.com
Paul Bofinger [pobfish@comcast.net] — Newfoundland, NH DPOs & 19th

century covers, Concord NH & Merrimack Co. NH covers
Eppe Bosch [WA: Stevens, Pend Oreille, Whitman Co.s; WI: Portage,

Waupaca, Wood Co.s] — bonep@qwest.net
James Boyden [WWI military, WW censored]

— jimesmc@worldnet.att.net
Frank Braithwaite [1902 issue, M.O.B., N.Y., “V” & “X” rate markings,

B. Harrison on cvr-Sc#308, 622,694,1045—fbraith@optonline.net
Bruce Branson [CA:Inyo, Mono, & Siskiyou)— bbranson@lonepinetv.com
Deane Briggs, MD [Florida Postal History]  — drb@gte.net
Roger S. Brody [Series 1902, Prominent Americans]

— rsbco@optonline.net
Daniel Broulette US, S.Africa, India, Vietnam]—danbro@wdemail.com
Brown, Chip [WV ph; 1903 uses of 1902 definitives on cover]

— grahamb@alltel.net
Brown, Edward [parcel posts & plate blocks]

— browntreesnakes@gmail.com
Evert Bruckner [MT: Phillips, Blaine, & Valley Co’s]

—ebruckner@earthlink.net
Kenneth Burden [Washington & CA DPOs]— burden@localaccess.com

Gloria Burleson [civil war, letters, advertising]—gloria@thelenscap.com
Maurice Bursey [#215 covers, Confd NC & Union occupied NC covers.

— mauricebursey@aol.com
Raymond Buse [Cincinnati & Clermont Co., OH p.h.]

— stampPat@aol.com
James W. Busse [CA: San Diego Co. p.h.] — Jimb1997@aol.com
Arden Callender [U.S. banknote issues] — callenderardy@sbcglobal.net
Joseph Campagna [MT, Greece, Italy, Vatican, Turkey p.history]

—       campagnakphth@msn.com
Rocco Caponi [OH:Akron, Summit Co, 2c Circular Die postal history

(U429) — rocco.caponi@gmail.com
Gary Carlson [machine cancels] — gcarlson@columbus.rr.com
Glenda & John Cheramy [Dealers; Canada] — gcheramy@shaw.ca
Larry Cherns [Mostly pre-1954 covers and p.cards from anywhere with

contents in English] — katchke@hotmail.com
Robert Chisholm — [Dealer: postal history] — chizz5@aol.com
Bob Chow [Colorado] — bob.chow@comcast.net
Douglas Clark [Railway Mail] —dnc@alpha.math.uga.edu
Tom Clarke [Philadelphia] — ocl-tom@ix.netcom.com
Walter S. Clarke [Interesting on-cover cancellations on Scott # 10 & 11]

— worldata@mindspring.com
Louis Cohen [Kentucky postal history] — cohenstamps32@aol.com
Norman Cohen [US #210 on cover] — norman@adventuregraphics.com
Giles Cokelet [Montana postal history, Greenland]

— giles_c@coe.montana.edu
David C. Collyer [General US, Texas, USS Texas]

— cozumel_90@hotmail.com
Robert W. Collins [Korean War & “Collins” pms]— ohiorwc@aol.com
David M. Coogle [Dealer, Postal History, Nutmeg Stamp Sales]

— david@nutmegstamp.com
Bob Coradi [Prexies, baseball adv/team cornercards, #855 FDCs]

—rgcoradi@comcast.net
Vince Costello [US fancy cancels, postal history, auxiliary marks]

— vinman2119@aol.com
Joe H. Crosby [Oklahoma & Indian Territory; U.S. Despatch Agent

covers, 19th c fancy cancels, college cancels] — joecrosby@cox.net
W.H. “Tom” Crosby — scattertom@msn.com
E. Rod Crossley [West coast military, Spruce Production Division,

Ventura county CA & CA RPO] — rcrossley@worldnet.att.net
William T. Crowe [CT: Waterbury & Fairfield County]

—wtcrowe@aol.com
Frank Crown [GA postal history, confederates]—fcrown@knology.net
Roger D. Curran  [US 19th C cancels] — rcurran@dejazzd.com
Richard Curtin [CA covers & CA express] — curtinr@sbcglobal.net
Matt Dakin [Mississippi Postal History] — patdakin@mindspring.com
Mike Dattolico [La Posta Associate Editor] —  mmdattol@aol.com
Joseph M. Del Grosso — diandme2@gbis.com
James L. Diamond [Spanish American war; US possessions]

— jdia407@aol.com
James P. Doolin [19th c p.history, “Columbus” named towns

—jamesdoolin@att.net
Doubleday, Elwyn [Dealer; collects NH & NY & #210’s on NY & Maine]

—elwyn@elwyndoubleday.com
George Dresser [Texas:Brazos, Grimes, Wash Co’s]

—g-dresser@suddenlink.net
John Drew [AZ/NV WellsFargo & Express] — jandndrew@aol.com
Lee Drickamer — lee.drickamer@nau.edu
Geoffrey Dutton [2d Bureau postal history] — geoff@neddog.com.;

 Website: http://neddog.com/stamps
Loring Ebersole [Ohio postal history, WWII APOs, Rt 66 postcards]

— loringebersole@comcast.net
Fern Eckersley [OR postal history] eckers@msn.com
Leonard M. Eddy [OK & Arkansas p.h.]—leonardeddy@sbcglobal.net
L. Steve Edmondson [Tennessee] — tenac@hctc.com
Craig Eggleston [Philippines, US Possessions] — cae@airmail.net
Barry Elkins [PA-Philadelphia County]—elkinj@comcast.net
Mike Ellingson [North Dakota Territory; machines]

— mikeellingson@comcast.net
David Ellis [MI postal history] — ell7990@aol.com
Norman Elrod [U.S. Scott 941 on cover; TN ph; WWII military cancels in

Tennessee] — nelrod@blomand.net
Empire State Postal History Society — http:/www.esphs.org
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Darrell Ertzberger [NC, VA, RPO, RFD] — mteton@aol.com
Paul Eslinger [MT, Dakota, WY Territory & Grant Co, ND]

— elkaholic@natisp.com
Glenn Estus [New York] — gestus@westelcom.com
James Faber [WY, NW OH, Hancock Co, ME, No. WI]

— faber@bluemarble.net
John Farkas [US Possessions] — jonfark@cs.com
Wayne Farley [West Virginia P. H.] — cwfarley@aol.com
Richard Farquhar  [seapost, RPO, Span-Am War, 1898]

— farqrich@bellsouth.net
Dan Fellows [WI, WWI, perfs, Scotland, Knights of Columbus,Sc.210

Canal Zone Military PH] — drfellows@charter.net
Edward Fergus [Western Express]—ecfergus@charter.net
Norm Ferguson [Navy covers –NS Savannah]

— normjanstjoe@comcast.net
Ronald W. Finger [US Navy CV’s, WWI & WWII APOs & Feldpost]

— roncva43@aol.com
Louis Fiset [Prexies, WWII civilian internment]—fiset@u.washington.edu
Ed Fisher [MI; 4th Bureau: ½c-Hale, 1 ½c Harding, ½c postage due]

— efisherco@earthlink.net
Ken Flagg [Used postal stationery: US, CZ, PI; WWII APOs, Postwar

APOs] — ken0737@dishmail.net
Jane King Fohn [TX WWI air branches; Medina Co, TX; US#1043 (9c

Alamo)] — janekfohn@sbcglobal.net
Jim Forte [Dealer] — jimforte@postalhistory.com &

Website http://postalhistory.com
Myron Fox [WWI/WWII U.S. & German military & censored mail; postwar

occupations] — MyronFox1@aol.com
Gene Fricks [Literature, TN & NJ PH] — genefricks@comcast.net
Bob Friedman [Dealer-worldwide p.h.]— covercnr@tx.rr.com
Don Garrett [Mississippi] — Donompix@aol.com
Douglas Gary [Dealer] — doug_gary@hotmail.com
Bob Gaudian [Connecticut Postal History] — rgstamper @aol.com
John J. Germann [Texas DPOs; Navy ship cancels]

— jghist@comcast.net
Ray Getsug [Minnesota postal history, literature] —rayg669563@aol.com
Don Glickstein [postal cards used in Alaska] — dglicks1@earthlink.net
Peter Glover [Pre-Pearl Harbor WWII related] —pgorcassidy@earthlink.net
Michael Goldstein [RPOs, streetcars, WA,D.C. pms]

— caped@starpower.net
Max Gors [Dakota Territory & Tripp Co.] — maxagors@aol.com
John Grabowski [1902 Series, 1938 Prexies, 1940 Famous Am’s, 1941
Def. Issue, 1944 8c Transp, 1980s-90s Transp Coils]

—minnjohn@alum.mit.edu
Ken Grant [Wisconsin postal history] — kenneth.grant@uwc.edu
John Grosse [Texas] — johngrosse@compuserve.com
Maurice Grossman — mbgrossma@att.net
Ted Gruber [Nevada] — TedGruber@aol.com
Richard Guarelia [Aviation, Long Is. postalhistory — uncasfish@aol.com
Arthur Hadley [Indiana, flag cancels] — ahadley1@comcast.net
Raymond Hadley [postal cards, Wesson; Connecticut]

— ray-suzann@gci.net
John Hale — jwh60@chartertn.net
Mark Hall-Patton [CA: Orange Co; Bridge-related p.o.s]

—hallpatt@unlv.nevada.edu
Larry Haller [Handstamped Flag cancels] — LJHaller@aol.com
Ken Hamlin [Montana postal history, photographs, pcs & ephemera]

— knphamlin@bresnan.net
John T. Hardy, Jr. [US postal cards (pre-1910) flyspecks; Philippines]

— john_hardy@msn.com
Ron Harmon [Florida PH] — rrhrm@hotmail.com
Labron Harris [Dealer, postal history; collects First Bureaus]

— labronharr@aol.com
Wayne Hassell [Dealer; collects US Marines, Wisconsin & Michigan]

— junostamps@aol.com
Karl Hellmann [US covers,  postcards, postal history].

— karllectibles@aol.com
Robert Henak [IA-Carroll,Calhoun,Jones Counties]

— henak@sbcglobal.net;
Steve Henderson [military postal history] — vshenderson@aol.com
Gary Hendren [Missouri PH] — g2hslm@msn.com
Gerald Heresko [Bristol, CT + other CT towns; ‘Old Homeweek”]

— BristolMums@msn.com

Henry Higgins [Florida; TN] — profhiggins922@comcast.net
Jack Hilbing [Illinois stampless; machine cancels] —jack@hilbing.us
Terence Hines [Hanover, NH & #E12-21 on cover]

— terencehines@aol.com
Todd Hirn [PO Seals of Peru, Japan, & the Middle East; Volusia Co. FL]

—thirn@poseal.com & http://www.poseal.com
Reginald L. Hofmaier [Oklahoma p.h.] — regbar91@aol.com
Joseph Holleman [postal history] — josephth@prodigy.net
Brad Horton [U.S. Postals & philatelic literature]

— kchorton@houston.rr.com
John Hotchner [20th c aux, Xmas seals tied; Spec deliv; wreck&crash

mail; some FDCs]—jmhstamp@ix.netcom.com
B. Clyde Hutchinson [US 1861 issue; CA postal history]

— bch@llcllp.com
Stan Jameson [dealer] — empire65@tampabay.rr.com
Jerome Jarnick — jarnick@wowway.com
Stefan T. Jaronski [Ithaca NY; northeastern Montana; Confed. States

military mail] — bug@midrivers.com
Cary E. Johnson [Michigan p.h.; Railway, Waterway & Streetcars]

— cejohn@umich.edu
Gerald Johnson [3c 1851; auxiliary markings] — johnson66@charter.net
William H. Johnson [Florida p.history] — whjdds@aol.com
Charles A. Jones [CO & Prexy postal history]

— cgjones3614@gmail.com
Robert D. Jones [Nebraska postal history, esp. DPOs]

— robwanjones@charter.net
Rodney Juell [Series of 1922] — rajuell@lycos.com
Barton D. Kamp [Massachusetts postal history] — bartdk@verizon.net
Gordon Katz [Maryland & DE postal history, postal history on postcards]

— gccats@verizon.net
Robert Keatts [Walla Walla Co., WA p.h.] —  lkeatts@msn.com
Dick Keiser [Dealer-military/censored covers, revenues]

— dickkeiser.com
Rodney Kelley [Arkanas, esp Conway & Pope counties]

— rkel@swbell.net
Kelvin Kindahl [New England p.h.; postmarks]

— Kelvin01027@charter.net
Lucien Klein [Prexies, OR: Marion & Grant Co] — lusal@msn.com
Ron Klimley [Florida WWII, machine cancels, Tampa Spanish American

War] — rklimley@tampabay.rr.com
Eric Knapp [Alaska postal history] — eknapp@gci.net
Daniel M. Knowles [NY: Suffolk Co, Long Island; 3c 1861-auxiliary

markings] — dknowles@med.cornell.edu
Kent Kobersteen [US Scott CII, unusual commercial usages, unusual

off-cover stamps] — kobersteen@gmail.com
William Kolodrubetz [classic US post office seals]

—djp_wjk@verizon.net
Paul Konigsberg [Museum of Postal History, NYC]

— pkonigsb@email.usps.gov
Van Koppersmith [Alabama & Mississippi p.h.] — cleave3@aol.com
Jim Kotanchik [Franklin Co., MA & PO Seals] — jimkot@verizon.net
George Kramer [U.S. west; western Europe, telegraph]

— gjkk@optonline.net
Jon E. Krupnick [Pacific Flights 1936-46 & US Pacific Possessions]

— jonpac@aol.com
George Kubal [Dealer] — geokubal@aol.com
Alfred Kugel [20th Cent. Military Mail, US Possessions & Offices Abroad]

— afkugel@hotmail.com
William O. Kvale [MN Territorials] — flo3wil@aol.com
Charles LaBlonde [WWII mail to & from Switzerland & Red Cross]

— clablonde@aol.com
Dick Laird [Doanes from IN, KY, TN, SC] — d.laird@comcast.net
Lawrence Laliberte [Poughkeepsie, NY p.h.; Transport Airs on cover]

— largin1@verizon.net
Eliot A. Landau — [U.S. Registry, U.S. w/ Lincoln Stamps]

— elandau@aol.com
Russell C. Lang [Nebraska] — LangWhiteOak@nntc.net
Robert M. Langer [Boston ad covers; Carroll County NH]

— rla4141975@aol.com
Peter B. Larson [Idaho & U.S. postal history] — plarson@wsu.edu
Ken Lawrence — [Crystal Palace World’s Fair, 1853 New York, First

Issue Nesbett Envelopes] — apsken@aol.com
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Howard Lee [U.S. 4th Bureau Issue 17c Wilson; Prexy 4 ½ cent]
 — gimpo@adnc.com
James E. Lee [Literature Dealer. Collects Lake & McHenry Co, IL]

—jim@jameslee.com & website:  www.jameslee.com
Leslie W. Lee [WI p.history & WI Doanes] — leslee@itis.com
Ron Lessard — ronlessard@att.net
Brian R. Levy [New Hampshire for Sale] — bellobl@aol.com
Matthew Liebson [Ohio PH; Licking Co., Doanes, stampless]

— paperhistory@mindspring.com
David C. Lingard [Florida-4 bars, Doanes, RPO, Adv. & most anything]

— david_lingard@hotmail.com
W. Edward Linn [OR; rural stations; NAMW; Airfield dedications, Western

States Precancels & Perfins] —linn@winfirst.com
James R. Littell [balloon, rocket, Zeppelin post]— zepplincat@wzrd.com
Jerry Login [US 19th C penalty envelopes w/ stamps added]

— jerl2004@msn.com
Nicholas Lombardi [US 2d Bureau issue + Registerd Mail]

— 8605@comcast.net
Bud Luckey [Siskiyou Co. CA; northern CA]—luckey@snowcrest.net
Michael Ludeman [TX Postal History, USPOD Forms & Documents]

— mike@ludeman.net
Len Lukens [Oregon p.h. & trans-Pacific airmail]—llukens@easystreet.net
David Lyman [World postmarks on covers or piece]

— postmark@sympatico.ca
Max Lynds [Aroostook Co., Maine p.h.] — max@pwless.net
Millard Mack — millardhmack@yahoo.com
Scott Mader [OR/CA] — maders@ohsu.edu
Larry Maddux [OR postal history; all over ad covers]

— lmaddux@pacifier.com
Peter Martin — pmartin2020@aol.com
Richard Martorelli [Military, Postage Due] — martorel@pobox.upenn.edu
Chester Masters [WA:Clallam & Jefferson Co]—stamps29@att.net
Richard Matta [MD:Montgomery Cty & PA: McKesesport]

—rkm@groom.com
Bernard Mayer [Oklahoma] — Bernie@m47303.com
David Mayo —dmayo@paulweiss.com
Robert McAlpine — rmcalpine63@comcast.net
Larry McBride [U.S. town & DPO cancels] — lgmcbride@yahoo.com
David McCord [Doanes, Type E 4-Bars + AK,WA,WY,NV,OR covers]

—damac52@comcast.net
R.J. McEwen [Eastern Oregon] — rjmcewen@aol.com
Chuck & Jan McFarlane [Ausdenmoore-McFarlane Stamps]

— mcmichigan@charter.net
Bob McKain [Pittsburgh, Alaska Hiway & AK APOs]

— 57-vette@comcast.net
Michael E. Mead [Britannia Enterprises – dealer]

— meadbritannia@aol.com
Jim Mehrer — [Dealer. Collects expo’s, Navy ships]—mehrer@postal-

history.com & website http://www.postal-history.com
Doug Merenda [Columbians on cover, Columbian Expo]

— ddm_50@yahoo.com
Robert G. Metcalf [S. Illinois 18th & 19th c. coal covers]—jax@mvn.net
Mark Metkin [Idaho postal history] — metkin@mindspring.com

website: http://www.mindspring.com/~metkin/idahoindex.html
Minneman, Lynn [Portland, Oregon area] — lminnema@msn.com
Harvey Mirsky [US 1847 issue] — HarveyMirsky@aol.com
John Moffatt [Stamps-world] —moffatts2419@sbcglobal.net
John Moore [US Exposition/World’s Fair]—modelpo57@yahoo.com
Richard Moraine [Naval Covers] — dickmorain@verizon.net
Steve Morehead [Colorado postal history] — steveasc@ix.netcom.com
Alan Moser [Iowa postal history] — amoser1537@comcast.net
James H. Moses [postal censorship]—jhcmoses@bellsouth.net
Darren Mueller [WI-Fond du Lac Co p.history]

—darren.mueller@juno.com
John G. Mullen [WA; flags; Ntl Air Mail Week; Snohomish,Skagit, Island

County] —longjohn.wa007@netzero.com
Andrew Murin [Colorado postal history]—agmurin@kci.net
Jim Myerson [US Navy & pioneer airmail,WA-Franklin]

— jpm_ww@yahoo.com
Larry Neal [Holmes & Coshocton Counties, Ohio]

—larryln@embarqmail.com
Burnham Neill [FL-Miami/Dade DPOs on PPCs; some MS, MO]

— mbneill@bellsouth.net

Bruce Nelson [Illus. pioneer postcards (1870-1898): govt postals &
private—landmarkpc@aol.com

Howard Ness — hbness@hotmail.com
Ray Newburn  [CO pre-wwII Pan Am Pacific Div; 4th & 5thBureaus (all

rates] — newburn@mindspring.com
Dan Nieuwlandt [S. California,WWII, Belgian Congo]

—nieuwlandt33@msn.com
Bill Nix [OR & WA (Skamania)]— B845588@embarqmail.com
Jim Noll — [computer postage] jenca@pacbell.net
Joe Odziana — drjoeo@earthlink.net
James Oliver [VT, Canada]—jkoliver@together.net
Larry Oliver [Advertising covers, medical-related]

—oliver.lawrence@mayo.edu
Robert Omberg [Idaho p.h.] — hsbebay@aol.com
Kevin O’Reilly [NWT, Yukon & Labrador; US APOs in Canada]

— kor@theedge.ca
Cathie Osborne [Bells: Town names, advertising, cancels, pictorial]

— rickcath@wavecable.com
Steve Pacetti [1861 1c, Hawaii, Prexies, CO postal history]

— sbp57@comcast.net
Dennis Pack [Sub-station postmarks; Utah ph, USCG]

— packd@hbci.com
Ray Palmer [OR: Yamhill, Polk Counties] — rpalmer@onlinemac.com
Dr. Everett L. Parker [Pitcairn, Canada, Maine]— eparker@hughes.net
Alan Parsons [US, UN, NY: Steuben, Schuyler & Chemung counties]

— alatholleyrd@aol.com
Norman Pence [OK & Indian Territory] — norpen@hotmail.com
Randy Pence [Yangtze River Patrol; WWI medical]

— catclan@earthlink.net
Richard Pesot [ID, Mauritius, Tibet, U.S. 1869, Classic U.S.]

—rpesot@ajlewiscorp.com]
Paul E. Petosky [MI; US & Can p.o.s on pcs]

—paul_petosky@yahoo.com
Website: http://ostmarks.grandmaraismichigan.com/

Kenneth A. Pitt [Dealer. Collects LI NY, Dead Letter office to 1870,
Pioneer post cards] — kenpitt@verizon.net

Hans Pohler [Ohio postal history, Germany, military]
— hpohler@juno.com

John Pollard [jopol@shaw.ca] — Censored (civil & military)
Elwood Poore [DPOs, Auxiliary Markings] — woody-poore@msn.com
Thomas Post [IL-Railways,U.S. Canada, Luxembourg]

—tompost48@gmail.com
Charles Powers — cpowers@powent.com
Stephen Prigozy [Telegraph & electrical covers] — prigozys@aol.com
Robert Quintero [Detroit Mail Boat/Detroit River Sta 1895-Current]

— qover@comcast.net
Robert D. Rawlins [naval covers] — rawlins@sonic.net
Mark Reasoner [Ohio] mreasone@columbus.rr.com
Norval L. Rasmusen [VA; Tunisia, Algeria]

—nrasmu@digitalconnections.net
Frank Reischerl [US postal history] — freischerl@cox.net
Thomas Richards [Movie star mail]— thomasr1@ohiodominican.edu
Martin Richardson [OH & IL ph, off sealed, Local posts]

— martinR362@aol.com
Thomas Richardson [North Carolina P.H., APOs]—stamps@northstate.net
Al Ring [Arizona postal history] — ringal@comcast.net
Norm Ritchie [CO, UT, AZ & NM p.history + all US/Canada

postmarks]—  mnp123@comcast.net
Linda Roberts [UT: Park City PMs, PCs, stocks,Tokens,stereoviews,

bottles, etc] — robertsfamly@earthlink.net
William B. Robinson [Dealer; collects WI postal history]

—wbrob@hotmail.com
Julius Rockwell [Alaska] — juliusro@alaska.net
Gilbert M. Roderick [Dealer. Downeast Stamps. Collects Straight line

stampless, cameo advertising, Maine p.h.] — destamps@acadia.net
James E. Rogers [VT machine canels, NH & ME flags]

—J_Rogers@juno.com
Robert C. Roland [post cards, postal history, U.S.]

— robt.roland@sbcglobal.net
Romanelli, Paul [bkjacks on cvr; VT, ME p hist.]

— docROMA2000@yahoo.com
Robert G. Rose [New Jersey p.h.] — rrose@pitneyhardin.com
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Hal Ross [Kansas Territorials & postmarks] — halross@sbcglobal.net
Art Rupert [Rural Branches & Stations, CPO] — aerupert@bentonrea.com
Roger Rydberg [Colorado postal history] — rrydberg5@comcast.net
Bill Sammis [US Express Company labels, stamps & covers]

— cds13@cornell.edu
William A. Sandrik [Dealer + collects Disinfected mail, Austrian Lloyd]
 — sandrik42@verizon.net + www.ballstonphilatelics.com
Robert Sanford [U.S. flag cancles, auxiliaries, old P.O. papers,

documents]— rsanford80@excite.com
A.J. Savakis [Ohio-machines] — mcsforum@embarqmail.com
Robert Scales [western states, crashes, slogans]—rscales@bak.rr.com
Allan Schefer [U.S. foreign mails 1861-1870; fancy cancels, 3c US 1861,

Bicycle ad cvrs & pcs, France 1871-75 ceres issue, prex]
—schef21n@netscape.net

Henry B. Scheuer .[U.S. FDCs, pre-1935] — hscheuer@jmsonline.com
Steve Schmale [Dealer-Western states.Collects Plumas & Placer Co,
postcard & photo views any small US towns — outweststeve@ftcnet.net
Dennis W. Schmidt [US Off postal stationery/covers]

— officials2001@yahoo.com
Fred Schmitt  [Dealer] — fred@fredschmitt.com &

http://www.fredschmitt.com
Robert Schultz [Missouri postal history]— schulhstry@aol.com

www.civi lwar.org
Joseph Sedivy [1909 cners-cover&card; RPO, Chi stcars]

—JNJSED717@aol.com
Larry R. Sell [postal history/banknotes,1861,1902’s]

— larrysell@infoblvd.net
Mike Senta [Alaska postal history] — msenta@mtaonline.net
Michael Serdy [Western Express] hmbgc15@comcast.net
Norman Shachat [Phila. & Bucks Co. PH] — nshachat@msn.com
Edwin H. Shane [Philippines, WWII military PI, masonic, Computers]

— edmarshane@earthlink.net
Robert Shaub[PA:York Co; MD:BaltimoreCo— r_shaub351@live.com
Terry Shaw [Alaska; Early Airmail] — cgsarchxx@aol.com
Timothy M. Sheehan [NM Territorial postal history]—sheehantm@aol.com
Dan Sherman [settlement of post-civil war West]

— dsherman@oikosmedia.com
Lawrence Sherman [WWII-Foreign Destinations; APO at Washington

Monument 1943; Bolivia & Peru up to 1940; Chili Centennial issues,
1910l] — larrysherman@san.rr.com

David J. Simmons [Israel,Palestine,Gaza; U.S. Seaboard, Worcester
MA] — dsim465835@cs.com

Ed Siskin [U.S. Colonial, WWI, Free Franks] – jeananded@comcast.net
Rich Small [Machine cancels, post offices] — rsmall003@comcast.net

&http://hometown.aol.com/rsmall9293/mcfmain.htm
R. J. “Jack” Smalling [IA DPOs; baseball autogrs]

— jack@baseballaddresses.com
Chet Smith [US post offices; branches & stations] — cms@psu.edu
Jack M. Smith, Sr. [Texas DPOs; TX Doane Co-ordinator]

— jandd@tstar.net
Thomas Smith [Mississippi, DPO & RMS] — smiththomash@yahoo.com
Fred Smyithe — fredabet@paulbunyan.net
Gus Spector [PA ad covers & postal history] gspec56@aol.com
Jessie Spector [US postal history] — Jesse.Spector@verizon.net
Anita Sprankle [Northcentral PA DPOs] — lysprank@aol.com
Ken Stach [Dakota & Nebraska territories] — kstach@santel.net
Kurt Stauffer — [WWII POW mail & military]— kastauffer@aol.com
Randy Stehle — RSTEHLE@ix.netcom.com
Rex H. “Jim” Stever [Republic of Texas] — rhstever@hotmail.com
Seymour B. Stiss (Chicago & IL postal history)—sbstiss@msn.com
Robert Stoldal [Nevada] - stoldal@cox.net
Greg Stone [19th C postal history, esp MI] — michcovers@ec.rr.com
David L. Straight [Pneumatic mail; St. Louis, USPO forms]

—dls@wustl.edu
Bill Strauss [Texas] — baagrade@aol.com
Howard P. Strohn [CA: Monterey & San Benito Co]

— howardpstrohn@mybluelight.com
Marc Stromberg [Blood’s Despatch, CA: Alameda, C.Costa co.s; Ships

of Pearl Harbor & Clipper Mail]—marcsellshomes@msn.com
Bob Summerell [General PH, postal stationery, early cinema/theatre

deltiology] — kusummer@aol.com
Greg Sutherland [Dealer: Freeman’s philatelic literature]

—gregfreecoax.net    http://www.gregfree.com

Robert Svoboda [Montana postal history]— SVOBODA7@aol.com
Bob Swanson [WWI p.h.] — rds@swansongrp.com &

www.swansongrp.com/posthist.html
Bill Tatham [California] — wtatham@charter.net
Michael Taugher  [So Cal-LA, Ventura, San Diego counties; Scandanavia

Baltic) — mtaugher@aol.com
Stephen T. Taylor [Dealer: US postal history]— info@stephentaylor.co.uk

www.stephentaylor.co.uk
Gerry Tenney [Wash,Franklins & Prx, Westch &Ulster Co NY, C23’s com

use;  Cancels on banknots off cover,— gtenney@earthlink.net
The Collectors Club — (New York) collectorsclub@nac.net
David Thompson [Wisconsin p.h.] — thompdae@msn.com
Don Thompson [Stampless NH, MA, FL]  — thomcat7405@aol.com
James Tigner, Jr. [RPOs, ship cancels] — oldbayline@hotmail.com
Don Tocher [19th Century US] — dontocher@earthlink.net

http://www.postalnet.com/dontocher/
Allan Tomey [frontier military forts (post Civil War), war of 1812, esp

Naval]— tomey76@gmail.com
Jonathan Topper — jctopper@swbell.net
Bob Trachimowicz [Worcester, Mass. P.history; Wesson Tobs of

Worcester] — track@alum.wpi.edu
William Treat [CO: Clear Creek, Gilpin & Jefferson counties 1850s-1930s]

— jtsouthwest@msn.com
Kenneth Trettin — [IA: Floyd Co.&Rockford] hogman@onnitelcom.com
Tom Turner [Alabama postal history] — turnertomp@aol.com
Tom Unterberger [WI: Douglas County] — unterberger@chartermi.net
Jorge Vega-Rivera [Puerto Rico: 19th Century Maritime Mail & Spanish

American War 1898-1902] —portovega8@yahoo.com
George P. Wagner [US p.history-interesting uses-small banknotes to
modern;2nd & 4th Bureau, Wash-Frank, Prex, Liberty] — gpwwauk@aol.com
Tim Wait [IL: Boone Co, Wa Bicentenneal 1932, Spec Deliv Bicycle Airmail

Special Deliv combo]  — t.wait@insightbb.com
Jim Walker [NJ: Corvells Ferry Stamp Club. Collects Huntondon Co, NJ &

Bucks Co, PA postal history] — jiwalker@embarqmail.com
W. Danforth Walker [MD: Baltimore, Howard Co., Westminster]

— dan@insurecollectibles.com
Charles Wallis [OK & Indian Territory] — charlesswallis@yahoo.com
Lauck Walton [Early US machine cancels, unusual usages on postal

cards, C&D, county & postmaster cancels] — jwalton@shentel.net
Ron Wankel [Nebraska & WWII APOs on #UC9] — margiegurley@aol.com
Ron Ward [Maryland PH] — Anoph2@aol.com
Jim Watson [Mendocino/Lake Co. CA cancels] — pygwats@mcn.org
Wayne Worthington [US Army in Canal Zone] — Waynew@erols.com
John S. Weigle [CA: Ventura Co; interrupted mail; officially sealed mail of

world, aux] — jweigle@vcnet.com
Rich Weiner [18th & 19th C letters w/ high content value; NC stampless

Covers] — rweiner@duke.edu
Larry Weinstock [Dealer-Western postal history; collects NW p.history, 2nd

Bureau issue use] — lwstampscovers@comcast.net
Ken White [AZ, NM, & France] kenwhite@cableone.net
Robert B. Whitney [New London, CT; Brevard Co, FL; Benton Co., OR

postal history] — mcwrbwsa@yahoo.com
Douglas Wick [Dealer-Hedemarken Collectibles]—wick@btinet.net
Wile, Louise [postcards, Bucks Co. PA pmks] — alexander530@aol.com
Williams, David [NY: Broome Co; NY State Star cancels]—
davidewilliams@insightbb.com & www.broome-county-postal-history.com
Richard F. Winter [transatlantic mail] — rfwinter@bellsouth.net
Kirk Wolford [Dealer. Collects US pcs & stationery, military postal History
(all services), US p.h., possessions, & airmail]— krkstmpco@dishmail.net
John Wright [Dealer] — vwr6712105@aol.com
Ken Wukasch [Columbian Expo postal history]

— kenwukasch@yahoo.com
Robert J. Zamen [Machine cancels & IL] — bzame@aol.com
Nicholas Zevos [Postal history of Northern New York]

— zevosn@potsdam.edu

Concluded on page 65
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By Rod Crossley and Margaret Rice

When the First World War started in 1914, European
armys’ viewed the use of the airplane as a part of
their scout/observation forces. As the war progressed
the airplane quickly changed to a weapon of war re-
quired on all fronts. The increased pressure to build
more airplanes lead to the realization that there was a
shortage of the type of timber needed. The Axis Pow-
ers turned to their designers to use metal while the

Allies turned to North America for lumber. It was soon
discovered that higher quality airplane parts were pro-
duced from the Sitka Spruce. The home of the Sitka
Spruce is found in the forests along the 2,100-mile
coastline of the Pacific Ocean from the Oregon bor-
der to Alaska.

In the United States the spruce growth area extends
inland—at most—only about 50 miles from the coast
with a few microclimate zones on the western slopes

of the Cascade’s. The high moisture and well-
drained soil of the region allows these conifers to
reach heights in excess of 300 feet. In the building
of the airplanes the strong, lightweight, and straight
wood of a spruce tree made ideal wing spars.

When the United States entered the war on April 6,
1917 the Allies were acquiring their spruce airplane
lumber primarily from British Columbia and the
Grays Harbor County area of western Washington
State. As America increased its armed forces and
became the supplier to the Allies’ arsenal the de-
mand for airplane grade lumber of all types increased
dramatically. The Pacific Northwest lumber indus-
try was gearing up to meet this demand when they
were hit by crippling labor problems. The govern-
ment was drafting their experienced personnel for
military service and there was labor unrest on the
horizon.

The Pacific Northwest lumber industry—especially
the logging operations whose wood camps were
located in remote locations—offered their workers
little in the way of decent working conditions. The
camps expected their mostly foreign born employ-
ees to work a 10-11 hour days at a low wage, live in
cramped, vermin-infested quarters, be without
proper bathing facilities, and eat poor quality food.
To complain was to be fired.There was a saying in
those days that a logging camp had three crews,
one working, one coming, and one going.

The first timber labor union was the American Fed-
eration of Labor (A.F.L.) Shingle–Weavers Union
organized in 1903. In 1905 the Industrial Workers
of the World (IWW) was formed.This was a radi-
cal socialist’s union that believed in changing the
nation’s capitalistic system through revolution, us-
ing violent strikes as their first step. Because the
majority of the loggers were unskilled migrant la-

World War I Spruce Production Division
– its Postal History

© copyright reserved by Rod Crossley 2009

Figure 1 Asahel Curtis titled this postcard, “Giant Spruce
near Lake Pleasant.” These were some of the Sitka Spruce
trees in Clallam County, WA that the division planned to
turn into airplane lumber. The man leaning on the tree at its
base (arrow) gives you a feeling for the tree’s size.
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• sawmills needed to adopt new methods of
sawing and to install new machinery to produce
a higher percentage of spruce airplane lumber
from the logs they sawed.

These were the problems facing Colonel Brice P.
Disque when he arrived in Portland, Oregon, to estab-
lish the Spruce Production Division. The attempt to
solve these problems is the history of the division’s
efforts to produce airplane spruce lumber in the Pa-
cific Northwest in 1918.

In October 1917 the War Department authorized the
formation of a service division under the command of
the Signal Corp to replace the loss of workforce of the
Pacific Northwest lumber industry due to the draft.
Some of the soldiers would be armed and held at Port-
land to prevent the unions from organizing another gen-
eral strike.

The Spruce Production Division commanded by Colo-
nel Brice P. Disque was directed to establish its head-
quarters in Portland with the division’s base of opera-
tions across the Columbia River at Vancouver Bar-
racks. When the division staff arrived at Vancouver
Barracks the only space available to them was on the
Cantonment. The cantonment was a temporary camp
built in 1917 about half mile north of the main post;
today it is the home of Clark College (figure 2).

In June 1918 the War Department placed Vancouver
Barracks under the command of Colonel Disque as it
expanded the size of the Spruce Division. Although
the Division was formed in November 1917, it did not
receive any of its authorized soldiers until December,
and it was the end of the month before the first squad-
rons departed for the field.

borers, they turned to the
IWW—also known as the
“Wobblies”— for help. During
the years leading up to 1917, both
unions staged strikes while try-
ing to win better working condi-
tions for their members and an
eight-hour workday. Since the
lumber industry demanded that its
laborers work under an open
shop agreement, these strikes
were met with forceful oppres-
sion. In early June 1917 the two
unions announced that there
would be a general strike. The
strike began on July 16th and
quickly spread throughout the
Pacific Northwest. The flow of
all types of lumber for the nation’s war effort soon
slowed to a trickle, as fewer than 15% of the camps
and mills were in operation by August 1st.

One of the areas hardest hit by the strike was Grays
Harbor County, Washington, a major supplier of air-
plane spruce. The workers started to return to work in
early September and by mid-month the strike was over.
The effect of the strikes on the flow of airplane lumber
was severe; it took Grays Harbor County until Decem-
ber to return to its July 1917 production levels.

During December 1917 Dr. Henry Suzzalo, chairman
of the Washington State Council of Defense, did a sur-
vey of the lumbermen, loggers and government forest
personnel about the spruce production situation in the
Pacific Northwest. He then compiled their opinions and
observations into a report that was sent to William
Frankfurter, the Assistant Secretary of War, on Janu-
ary 2, 1918. The report showed that during 1917, due
to strikes and labor unrest, the Pacific Northwest lum-
ber industry was only able to supply less than half of
the spruce needed by the government. During the last
five months of 1917 the industry supplied only one fourth
of the airplane grade spruce needed. It was also be-
lieved that the lumber industry could only supply around
half of the 10 million board feet of airplane lumber be-
ing demanded by the Allied governments for January
1918. To meet the American and Allies’ demands for
aircraft lumber required:

• an increase in the supply of labor,
• development of new and greater stands of
spruce,
• a change from clear cut logging methods to
selective logging

Figure 2 The Quartermaster Corp built the Cantonment at Vancouver Barracks
in 1917 about a half-mile north of the main post where Clark College is today.
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The cost-plus contractors were primarily charged with
building the new Division railroads into undeveloped
territory in order to open up new sources of spruce
timber.

Government surveyors called for the construction of
some 300 miles of new railroads to reach newly dis-
covered forests of spruce along the coast. Of this to-
tal, about 139 miles was completed in Clallam, Grays
Harbor and Pacific Counties in Washington; and
Clatsop and Lincoln Counties in Oregon (figure 4).

The division plan called for 12 railroads to be built in
these counties of which only four; the Clallam County,
the North Nemah, the Yaquina Northern, and the Alsea
Southern, were designed to be permanent construc-

The division was authorized by the War Department
to organize 60 Aero Construction Squadrons. This was
completed by March 1918, and in that same month a
new authorization ordered the Division to form an ad-
ditional 47 new units to be called Provisional Squad-
rons. In June the division was removed from the Sig-
nal Corp and assigned to the Bureau of Airplane Pro-
duction. When that occurred; the existing 107 squad-
rons were renumbered and renamed the Spruce Squad-
ron.

The division continued to organize Spruce Squadrons
until it had 150 of them at the end of the war. On
November 11th there were 117 Spruce Squadrons in
the field located in logging camps, sawmills and con-
struction camps through-
out the two states. The
War Department original
authorization of some
12,000 soldiers had by
November 1918 been in-
creased to around 30,000
soldiers of which some
20,000 were in the field.

Soldier laborers were sta-
tioned in 156 commercial
concerns and 78 cost-plus
contractor camps scat-
tered west of the Cas-
cades from the Canadian
border to southern Or-
egon (figure 3). The
commercial concerns
were harvesting and mill-
ing spruce airplane lum-
ber and pine ship timbers.

Figure 3 This is the
camp of the Westfork
Logging Company on
the west slope of
Mount Rainer near
Lindberg, WA. The
419th Aero
Construction
Squadron arrived on
March 5,, 1918 to
support this
commercial concern.

Figure 4 The Warren Spruce Company built the Yaquina Northern Railroad under a
government contract. The railroad started at Yaquina running north through Newport
almost to Otter Rock, OR. This shows their construction Camp 7C located along
Yaquina Bay midway between Yaquina and Newport.
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twice weekly contract, declines to sign up because
of the extra conditions placed on him and the extra
load of mail which he must carry because of the
soldiers which amounts to three or four sacks
instead of but one light one as before.

Some postmasters became quite creative in an effort to
reduce the strain on their own offices. The 21st Provi-
sion Squadron arrived at Warren Spruce Camp 2C on
the north side of Alsea Bay on May 10th (see figure 4
above). The camp, located between Bayview and Ona,
Oregon, was serviced by a three-day per week mail
route from Toledo to Bayview. Initially the route carrier
picked up the camps’ mail and took it to Ona where it
was postmarked and forwarded to Toledo. Since mail
pouches could only be opened by a postal employee, on
the return trip the same day, the mail pouches for Bayview
had to be opened and the camps’ mail removed at Ona.
The route carrier stopped at the camp to deliver their
mail while on his way to Bayview.

The handling of the camps’ mail in this manner caused
delays that were upsetting the route schedule. To re-
duce these delays, the Bayview postmaster proposed to
the camp commander that he pickup the camps’ mail
around 9 PM on Monday, Wednesday and Friday so
that he could work the mail and have it ready to leave
on time the next day at 7 am. Following this plan, the
incoming camp mail would be ready for pickup at the
Bayview post office after 7 pm the same day.

Unlike the policy of establishing new post offices to sup-
port military operations in the other parts of the United
States during World War One, the POD only established
three post offices to support Spruce Division activities.

VANCOUVER BARRACKS CANTONMENT

The mail for Vancouver Barracks was processed through
the Vancouver, Washington post office before the war.
There had been a Vancouver Barracks post office at
one time, but that office was closed back in 1890. When
the number of soldiers assigned to the Barracks in-
creased, the POD authorized the postmaster at
Vancouver to establish an office called the “Military
Branch” on the post. This branch was established on
June 1, 1917, and acted as though it were a full service
post office offering stamps, money orders, registered
mail and parcel post.

On March 25th, 1918, the Vancouver postmaster wrote
the Commanding Officer at Vancouver Barracks that
he had been authorization to establish a second branch
on the post. The branch was to be located on the Can-
tonment section of the post, and would be known as
“Signal Branch, Vancouver, Washington”. He asked the
commander to provide him a suitable building with equip-

tion. The others were to be of a temporary nature, and
designed to be removed after all of the spruce had been
harvested.

To speed the supply of airplane lumber milled to the cor-
rect thickness and grain, the division built a cut-up plant
at Vancouver Barracks that opened in February and was
soon producing over a million board feet of lumber per
day. At the war’s end, the division was building three
combination sawmill/cut-up plants, designed to produce
a million feet per day, at Toledo, Oregon, Port Angeles
and Siemscarey, Washington.

Postal Service
The primary means of communication in the Pacific
Northwest in 1918 was the United States Postal Ser-
vice. Telegrams were normally available only in larger
cities and in those towns on or near railroad lines. Tele-
phone service had yet to reach much of the backcountry,
and, where it had, much of the service was over party
lines. Movement of the Divisions’ mail from Vancouver
and Portland to the field was handled by the Railway
Mail Service whose routes connected with post offices
in cities near the Divisions’ operations. Here the mail
was sorted and forwarded to the post office closest to
the Division’s camps by truck, stagecoach, boat, or horse-
back. Service to these small outlying post offices ranged
from daily to weekly.

The troops left Vancouver as they were assigned to op-
erations scattered throughout western Washington and
Oregon. Mail in many of these camps was handled
through a fourth-class post office located in a nearby
town or at the camp. These small one-person offices
that had been handling a few letters and packages each
day were suddenly moving large volumes of mail with-
out any extra help. The postal service also expected
these offices to provide the soldiers with money orders,
registered mail, and other services that were also avail-
able to the public.

This increased volume of mail also affected those who
had bid and won contracts to transport the mail to these
outlying offices. The South Bend Journal reported in
the May 3, 1918 issue that:

There are now over 300 soldiers tributary to the
Nemah postoffice, and there will soon be over 600.
Twice a week mail will never do for them and now
they are paying for daily service by boat and,
beginning next month, Frank Gatens, who is hook
tender for Geer & Tornow, will make a daily round
trip to South Bend for mail for which the camps are
paying. This they should not be required to do.
Furthermore C.E. Williams, who was in the city
Saturday and was the successful bidder for the
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ment and transportation to move the mail to and from
the Vancouver post office. The branch would be under
the jurisdiction of one of his postal clerks, but he would
require assigned military personnel to staff the new fa-
cility.

On May 25, 1918 the postmaster wrote to one of the
US Senators for Washington State asking for help in
establishing the office. All he desired was a 25x75 tem-
porary cantonment type building located near the en-
trance to the cantonment. The building should be parti-
tioned off as suitable for post office work, contain a
safe of at least six cubic feet, and have 1500 board feet
planed lumber for shelving, tables, racks.

His reason for writing was to document the fact that the
Vancouver Barracks Post Quartermaster could not—
or would not—provide the building or materials needed
to establish the office. The larger problem was that
17,000 more soldiers were soon due at the cantonment
and the postmaster was not prepared to handle the in-
creased demand. After the War Department issued or-
ders to build the new branch post office it finally opened

Map 1 Vancouver District, Spruce Production Division.
(Source: Center of Military History, Order of Battle of the
United States Land Forces in the World War, 1988, Vol 3,
Part 2. page 970)

Figure 5 Vancouver postmarks on postcards sent home by Division soldiers seem to break down into two periods.
The American flag machine cancel (above) was used between January and July 1918 and the Universal machine
cancel (below) between August 1918 and January 1919.
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Figure 6 This post card was
mailed by  a soldier
assigned to the 4th

Engineering Regiment at
the Military Branch on the
main post.

Figure 7 This is an early
July 1918 use of the Signal
Branch postmark by a
soldier in the division
Casual Detachment.

Figure 8 Registry receipt
was found in the division
files at the National
Archives Alaska Pacific
Seattle.
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with the Battle Creek, Michigan, post office. The POD
reopened the office but did not immediately supply it
with a Clatsop postmark. As am emergency measure,
Private Parker used a simple office date stamp to can-
cel the mail passing through the new Clatsop post of-

in June. The Signal Branch closed on February 13,
1919, followed by the Military Branch on August 31st,
when the division returned control of Vancouver Bar-
racks to the Western District command.

CLATSOP, OREGON

The post office at Clatsop, Oregon
closed in 1914 and the mail service
in the area was handled by a Rural
Free Delivery route out of
Warrenton. When the contractor,
Grant Smith-Porter Brothers, began
logging operations east of Clatsop
in February, the division quickly as-
signed some 400 officers and men
to support the logging. The arrival
of more troops soon resulted in an
increase in the volume of military
and civilian mail that quickly over-
taxed the RFD route and the
Warrenton post office. The post-
master at Warrenton requested that
the Clatsop Post Office be reestab-
lished in March and it opened on
August 15, 1918. The new postmas-
ter was Private William Parker of
the 72nd Spruce Squadron formerly

Figure 9 This March 8th

Registry cover contained
a check that a soldier in
the Cantonment was
sending home. As the
Signal Branch was not
yet opened it was
processed through the
Vancouver post  office

Map 2 Clatsop District, Spruce Division (Source:  Center of Military History,
Order of Battle of the United States Land Forces in the World War, 1988, Vol
3, Part 2. page 939)
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whelmed the small post offices. In order to handle this
increased volume of mail—both official and personal—
the military mail for these offices, except Beaver, was
to be handled through the division district office and
the Joyce post office. In September, when the gov-
ernment closed the project area to civilian traffic, all
military and civilian mail for post offices at Piedmont,
Lake Crescent, and Beaver was also to be handled
through Joyce. At the Joyce office, the incoming mail
was sorted, pouched and distributed to camps and post
offices throughout the project by army trucks (figure
12).

fice (figure 10). The office closed in December 1918
when the majority of the troops assigned to Clatsop
returned to Vancouver Barracks.

SIEMSCARY, WASHINGTON

When the division arrived in Clallam County in July,
mail service to the western part of the county was
through the Port Angeles post office. This office ser-
viced the 20 or so fourth-class post offices in the area
by boat, train, truck and horses.

When the Clallam County railroad construction projects
in the Lake Crescent-Lake Pleasant area got started
in August, the volume of military mail soon over-

Figure 10  A soldier
of the 73rd Spruce
Squadron at camp 1B
wrote this letter to a
friend on October 3,
1918. It was
postmarked the next
day at the Clatsop
Post Office located in
the Grant Smith-
Porter District
warehouse some
three miles west of the
camp.

Figure 11 This solid
wooden spruce postcard
was mailed from a
soldier at camp 1C in
Clatsop District to a
young lady in Portland.
The card is about a
quarter of an inch thick
and, on the other side, is
two Washington Stamps
and a faint Warrenton,
Oregon postmark.
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The contractor—Siems, Carey-H.S. Kerbaugh Con-
struction Corporation—established its base of opera-
tions at Lake Pleasant in August. Here they planned
to build a sawmill/cut-up Plant and some 90 miles of
logging rails to harvest spruce for the government. With
the arrival of more soldiers and civilians at the lake the
nearby 4th class Post Office at Beaver was soon han-
dling over a ton of mail each day. In order to handle
the increasing mail volume, the POD established a new
post office at the company’s camp. The office was
named Siemscary (the camp name was spelled
Siemscarey), and it opened on August 30th, 1918, in a
temporary building across from the camp offices. Postal
records indicate that the office was closed on March
19, 1919, some 60 days after both the division and the
contractor left the area.

When the squadrons and detachments arrived at their
various locations they were to provide division head-
quarters with their new mailing addresses and rosters
of personnel at that location. This was to assist head-
quarters’ personnel at both Portland and Vancouver to
forward both government and soldiers’ mail to the cor-
rect locations. The movement of the mail from head-
quarters to the field was a problem throughout the life
of the division. For example:

The Medical Officer of the 414th Aero Construc-
tion Squadron was still trying to tell Portland
over a month after arriving at Powers, Oregon,
that the squadron’s address was not Myrtle
Point.
The 416th Aero Construction Squadron com-
mander complained to Portland about having to
return some 93 letters and packages in January

Map 3 Puget Sound District,
Spruce Production Division
(Source: Center of Military
History, Order of Battle of the
United States Land Forces in
the World War, 1988, Vol 3,
Part 2. page 960)

Figure 12 Shows a 143rd Spruce Squadron truck
entering the Olympic Highway from one of the roads the
division built to support its operations in Clallam
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1918 sent from the cantonment to personnel not
assigned to the squadron. He also complained
that he had received two official communications
from Portland both postmarked the same date
and hour, one sent to Vancouver Barracks, the
other to Cherry Valley Timber Company, Everett
while the squadron’s correct mailing address was
Fort Lawton.
The Puget Sound Commander complained to
headquarters in October 1918 that it was a daily
occurrence that mail for another destination was
included in the district mail bag.
In September the Commanding Officer of the
Lake Pleasant Sub-District complained to the
Postmaster at Vancouver Barracks that the
district was receiving mail for ten squadrons that
had never been there. He also was upset about
still receiving mail for officers who had returned
to Vancouver Barracks from Joyce months prior.
The Commander of the Clatsop District was still
trying to get the division’s adjutant office to
understand that their mailing address was
Clatsop not Warrenton at the end of the war.

The division had all kinds of reports that the units in
the field were required to send to Portland during the
month. There were specific days of the month when
these reports were to be on some officer’s desk and
they must be on time. If not on time, the offending
squadron or detachment commander would get a let-
ter or telegram demanding to know why the report
was late. Just because the headquarters of the 19th

Provision Squadron was nine miles up the Elk River
from Bay City, Washington, which was the nearest
post office, with no telephone or telegram connection

to the outside world; being late was no excuse. The
squadron commander was to take into account when
preparing the reports the fact that a boat from his camp
could only reach Bay City at high tide as could the
daily mail boat from Hoquiam. The squadron com-
mander of the 15th Provisional Squadron at camp 4D
on the South Nemah River, when asked why a report
mailed on May 2nd was late, had this reply: “Would
suggest that the probable failure of Form #285 to ar-
rive at your headquarters May 6, is due to the mail
facilities of this camp. Our mail is taken to Camp 4C,
and from there mail is delivered and taken to Nemah
post office on a twice a week schedule. Tuesday and
Saturdays I think, though same seem more or less ir-
regular.”  The rule that only a postal employee could
open or close a mail pouch, sort the mail or postmark it
was another cause for delay in moving the mail in the
field. The Commanding Officer of the Lake Pleasant
Sub-District said in his monthly report for October that:
“The sickness of one civilian postmaster unfortunately
delayed a number of squadron reports this past week”.

Collecting Notes
Collecting Spruce Production Division postal history
proved to be very frustrating. My initial thought was
that with some 30,000 troops it should be easy to find
covers and postcards to and from soldiers in the divi-
sion; I soon learned that that assumption was not true.
Even knowledgeable dealers, when asked if they had
any division mail, did not know what I was asking for.
Over the years that I have been researching and writ-

Figure 13  It took two
days for this post card
to travel from one of
Siems Carey  Ker-
baugh construction
camps along the
logging loop to the
new post office in
Siemscary on Lake
Pleasant where it
entered the US mail
stream.
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ing Soldiers in the Woods, I have developed the fol-
lowing thoughts about the reasons for the lack of divi-
sion postal history:

I have yet to find any mail sent to a soldier in the divi-
sion. I believe they received their letters, read them
and then tossed them out before the next inspection; I
know that’s what I did when I was in the army.

Much of the soldier mail I have found and have seen
does not have a clear postmark. The smaller offices
and the branches at Vancouver all used a duplex
handstamp to cancel their mail. As the volume in-
creased the offices were trying to cancel the stamps,
but did not necessarily get a clear postmark.

I discovered that there were more postcards than en-
velopes sent home by soldiers. In many cases you know
a postcard is from someone in the division by what is
written on the card but there is no return address. I
purchased one collection of some 20 postcards from a
soldier in Lincoln County to his mother. Only one card
had his return address. I guess he may have thought it
was not necessary to put that on each card because
Mother had it.

Many of the soldiers assigned to commercial logging
operations used the location of the camp as their re-
turn address and not that of the squadron to which
they were assigned.

In the records for Vancouver Barracks there are many
letters from family members asking if their son is alive
because they have not heard from him since he left
for the army months ago and they do not have his
address. These were forwarded to the squadron in
the field who had to answer the family’s letter and
provide the soldiers address. This lack of communica-
tion on the part of the soldiers also helps explain the
lack of postal history.

The government established the Spruce Production Di-
vision to bring order and organization to the North-
west Lumber Industry during a period of great confu-
sion. Its mission was to increase the production of air-
plane grade spruce lumber without nationalizing an in-
dustry fraught with labor unrest and mismanagement.
When the nationalized railroads were returned to their
owners, they were in poor shape due to hard use and
deferred maintenance. In contrast, when the Spruce
Division left the Pacific Northwest, the lumber indus-
try was in better shape then when the army arrived in
1917. The division opened up remote areas in Wash-
ington and Oregon to further logging operations and
provided the industry with new methods of producing
lumber.

Figure 14 Two examples of mail sent by soldiers assigned to the division operations in Lincoln County Oregon. The
89th Spruce Squadron was located at camp 2G some 6 miles south of Waldport. It took over a day for the letter to
reach the Waldport post office (above) while the soldier assigned to the 92nd Spruce Squadron only had to walk a few
feet from camp 7F to the Agate Beach post office (below) to mail his letter.
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The Postmasters General of the United States
XLI. Robert Wynne, 1904-1905
by Daniel Y. Meschter

Robert John Wynne rose to the office of postmaster
general by a far more plebeian route than the majority
of his predecessors whose success was facilitated by
political activism, business leadership, or expertise in
postal management in a few cases. A small majority
were lawyers, usually incident to their other creden-
tials. Although Wynne’s tenure as postmaster general
was the second shortest after Horatio King’s twenty-
one days (1861), both were promoted
from first assistant during which they
were more than usually effective.

Much of his career gives the impres-
sion he was the beneficiary of “luck,”
that is, being in the right place at the
right time or, as Richard Petty, the race
car driver of a generation ago defined
it, the meeting of preparation and op-
portunity.

Robert Wynne was born in New York
City on November 18, 1851 and re-
ceived his secondary education in New
York’s public schools. He was too young
to enlist in the Civil War, but nevertheless made his
way to the front at thirteen or fourteen and saw action
in several engagements1.

He moved to Philadelphia after the war where he
learned telegraphy. He found employment as a teleg-
rapher before he was twenty and became chief op-
erator for the Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph Com-
pany. As an accomplished operator his interest was
drawn to the press reports coming across the tele-
graph lines from all over the nation. Having some skill
as a writer, he applied for and obtained employment
as a correspondent for the Cincinnati Gazette. This
gave him access to government offices. His genial
personality made him many friends and acquaintan-
ces in thee bureaucracy and gave him a rare insight
into the workings of the government. From 1889 to
1891 he left his job as correspondent temporarily to
serve as private secretary, perhaps equivalent to press
secretary now, to Secretary of the Treasury Charles
Foster under President Benjamin Harrison.

He resumed his career as a correspondent for both
Cincinnati and Philadelphia newspapers following
Foster’s departure from office, focusing his attention

on the tariff and other economic issues. Recognizing
his abilities, the New York Press obtained his exclu-
sive services as its Washington correspondent. With
these assignments and his increasing expertise on na-
tional issues, he now moved through the highest levels
of the Washington establishment, consorting with sec-
retaries and bureau chiefs, including Theodore
Roosevelt as Assistant Secretary of the Navy, even
before being elected Vice President under McKinley.

His obviously was not the usual path to high office
unless he used his personal contacts to ask for such

an appointment. In any event,
Roosevelt was just now realigning
McKinley’s cabinet, keeping some and
replacing others as opportunity af-
forded. He appointed Robert J. Wynne
First Assistant Postmaster General on
April 17, 1902, succeeding William M.
Johnson of New Jersey.

For someone who lacked any higher
education or meaningful experience in
either management or public adminis-
tration, Wynne proved adept grasping
the intricacies of the first assistant’s
branch and the character of its per-

sonnel. His first extracurricular assignment was to
begin the investigation of deficits in the Free Delivery
and Rural Free Delivery divisions reported by Fourth
Assistant J.L. Bristow, who was independently inves-
tigating “irregularities” in the Washington City post
office. Their investigations confirmed suspicions that
these so-called deficits were due to something much
more devious than innocent bookkeeping entries.

Wynne’s inquiries led to the suspension of A.W.
Machen, Superintendent of the Free Delivery  divi-
sion, and his indictment and trial for fraud that opened
immediately after the first of 19042. Wynne was the
prosecutions star witness when he described the or-
ganization of the Free Delivery and Rural Free Deliv-
ery services and how Machen could use it for his per-
sonal profit and that of his intimates.

The prosecution began by testing his knowledge of
the duties of his office. He freely acknowledged that
he had often signed official papers submitted by
Machen without examining them because he consid-
ered Machen the most expert in the service. He testi-
fied as to the manner of purchase of official supplies
and was unaware of any deviation from accepted pro-
cedures and vested complete confidence in him.

Robert John Wynne
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Roosevelt solved this dilemma on October 10th, by
making Wynne’s appointment permanent with the un-
derstanding he would step aside for Cortelyou on March
4th, assuming he would be elected. Meanwhile,
Cortelyou would remain where he was, and the ar-
rangements for the next term of office would be worked
out after the election. Nothing was said in public about
finding another post for Wynne.

The Annual Report of the Postmaster General that
Wynne signed on December 2, 1904 entirely reflected
Payne’s tenure, he not having died until three months
after the close of the 1904 fiscal year it reported; but
the writing style is that of a professional writer so that
it is uncertain how much of it is Payne’s creation and
how much is Wynne’s. In any event it is exceptionally
well written, comprehensive in its coverage, and logi-
cal in its organization4. Among other things, Wynne
observed a reduction in the total number of post of-
fices in operation.

Wynne already was on record asking for a budget in-
crease to employ more clerks so it was no surprise
when he asked for an increase of $13 million for FY
1905 to cover the cost of the rapidly expanding rural
free delivery system that had increased by 9,367 routes
during FY 1904 or 62% to 24,566 routes. In this same
connection there was a growing demand for rural car-
riers to pickup and deliver small packages. Wynne
considered the proposed rate of one-cent per ounce
prohibitive and recommended a rate of three cents per
pound.

Actually something like this came to pass in Cortelyou’s
administration.  Minnie C. Corum relates in her auto-
biography how for a time during her more than forty
years as postmaster of the Encampment, Wyoming
post office local merchants regularly mailed grocery
orders to remote ranches served by rural carriers5.

Wynne also noted the impact of Rural Free Delivery
on the number of post offices in operation. From a
high of 75,924 post offices nation wide at the end of
FY 1902, Payne reported a net decrease of 1,755 post
offices in 1903 and Wynne a further decrease of 3,038
in 1904 for a total loss of 4,753 post offices in two
years. He ascribed this decrease as “due to discon-
tinuance of minor offices superseded by rural free
delivery6.”

It was a harbinger of things to come. The initial im-
pact of rural delivery was on the more heavily popu-
lated eastern and southern states and gradually moved
west as population growth, better roads, and motor
vehicles replacing the horse made the rural delivery

One exchange on cross-examination seriously dam-
aged Machen’s case, perhaps fatally:

Q. “Did you know that Mr. Machen knew his
business?”
Wynne “I knew that Mr. Machen knew his
business.”
Q. “Did he know that you knew your business?”
Wynne “He knows it now.”

Laughter in the courtroom forced the bailiff to call for
order.

Machem and his co-defendants were found guilty on
all counts and served time in prison.

Robert J. Wynne served as First Assistant Postmaster
General from his appointment until Henry Payne’s
death on October 4, 1904 created a vacancy in the
office of the postmaster general.

The President appointed Robert Wynne postmaster
general the next day (October 5th). It was, however,
only a temporary appointment good only for thirty days
at that time without a seat in the cabinet3.

Meanwhile, Roosevfelt and George B. Cortelyou had
reached an undeerstanding by which Cortelyou, just
then Secretary of the newly created Department of
Commerce and Labor, would resign effective June 30,
1904 to assume the chair of the National Republican
Committee and at the same time become Roosevelt’s
campaign manager for the 1904 general election in
which Roosevelt was certain to be the Republican
nomine, having succeeded to the presidency upon
McKinley’s assassination. Part of the understanding
was that Roosevelt would appoint Cortelyou to the next
cabinet-level vacancy, assuming that would be after
the election.

Henry Payne’s untimely death, thirty-five days before
the 1904 election on November 8th, created a prob-
lem in that Cortelyou was not available for appoint-
ment as postmaster general. In his capacities as Chair-
man of the National Republican Committee and
Rooseveltj’s campaign manager, Cortelyou proved to
be a skillful organizer and an effective fund raiser; so
effective in fact that Alton B. Parker, the Democratic
nomine, charged that Cortelyou had capitalized on in-
side information he obtained from cabinet discussions
to extract sizeable contributions from large corpora-
tions. And there was the added problem that neither
Roosevelt nor Cortelyou could be certain Roosevelt
would be elected.
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service more practical. For example, the author’s study
of the post offices of Wyoming showed that the maxi-
mum number in operation in Wyoming was 400, plus
or minus one or two in the period between 1921 and
1928, reflecting the state’s rural character7.

The post Roosevelt chose for Wynne when he stepped
aside for Cortelyou on March 4, 1905 was Consul-
general to Great Britain. Not only was it a prestigious
assogm,emt, it was highly remunerative during his first
two years when the consul was allowed to keep the
fees he collected approaching $100,000 per year.
Wynne apparently kept this post until at least the end
of W.H. Taft’s term as president in March 1913.

After his return to America Wynne was chosen presi-
dent of the First National Fire Insurance Company until
ill health caused his retirement. He died at his home in
Washington on March 11, 1922.

(Endnotes)

1 See Vexler and; New York Times, March 12, 1922
for biographical sketches of R.J. Wynne.

2 New York Times, January 14, 1904.

3 NYT, October 6, 1904.

4 Annual Report of the Postmaster General,, Decem-
ber 2, 1904, Serial 4796.

5 Corum, Minnie C. I Licked a Stamp, privately printed,
c. 1957.

6 Op cit,, 1904 Annual Report, p. 5.

7 Meschter, Daniel Y. The Post Offices of Wyoming,
1850-1975, privately printed, 2005

CALIFORNIA
1 ANGEL ISLAND, 1907 F 4-BAR ON PPC (75-45). EST. $8
2 ANGEL ISLAND/REC’D, 1908 VG CDS ON PPC SENT TO DISCHARGE CAMP. $25
3 LAVERNE, 1910 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (0914). EST. $20
4 LAWS, 1910 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (87-63). EST. $5
5 LEBEC, 1916 F EKU KER-2300 4-BAR ON PC (95- ). EST. $5
6 LEON, 1910 F 4-BAR ON PPC (88-11). EST. $20
7 LIBERTY FARMS, 1952 F FD 4-BAR ON COVER (52- ). EST. $5
8 LIDELL, 1904 VG DOANE ON PPC (80-15). EST. $12
9 LINDEN, ca1917 (NYD) NONSTANDARD 4-BAR ON PPC. EST. $5
10 LLAGAS, 1910 VG DOANE ON PPC (92-11). EST. $40
11 LODI, 1920 F AMERICAN MACHINE CO. FLAG ON PPC. EST. $4
12 LOMA PORTAL/SAN DIEGO CO., 1923 VG DC T&C ON COVER (15/28). EST. $10
13 LOMITA PARK, 1951 F LD DC ON UNADDRESSED GPC (33-51). EST. $5
14 LONE TREE, 1909 F DOANE ON PPC (00-11). EST. $40
15 LOS ANGELES, 1896 F FLAG ON COVER RED’D @ RIGHT. EST. $10
16 LOS ANGELES/STA. B, 1922 VG AMERICAN MACHINE CO. FLAG ON PPC. EST. $5
17 LOS ANGELES/STA. U, 1911 VG DUPLEX ON PPC (07-13). EST. $10
18 LOS ANGELES/EAGLE ROCK STA., 1928 F MACHINE ON PPC (26- ). EST. $5
19 LOS ANGELES/FOY STA., 1950 VG CDS ON GPC (50- ). EST. $5
20 LOS ANGELES/HANCOCK STA., 1958 F MACHINE ON COVER (52- ). EST. $5
21 LOS ANGELES/LUGO STA., 1958 VG MACHINE ON COVER (51- ). EST. $5
22 LOS ANGELES/PICO HEIGHTS STA., 1918 F DUPLEX ON PPC (10- ). EST. $4
23 LOS ANGELES/PROSPECT PARK STA., 1911 VG DUPLEX ON PPC (07/12). EST. $10
24 LOS ANGELES/TERMINAL ANNEX, 1956 F CDS ON COVER (40- ). EST. $5
25 LOS ANGELES/WAITE STA., 1957 VG DC ON COVER (52-74). EST. $8
26 LOS GATOS, 1923 F FLAG ON COVER W/CC FOR SACRED HEART NOVITIATE. $8
27 LOS NIETOS, 1932 F NONSTANDARD 4-BAR ON COVER (25-54 PER). EST. $6
28 LOVELOCK, 1910 VG DOANE ON PPC (72-22). EST. $12
29 LOWDENS PANCH, 1889 F DC ON COVER (74-08). EST. $40
30 LOWER LAKE, 1915 VG 4-BAR PN PPC (58- ). EST. $4
31 LOWREY, 1913 F 4-BAR ON PPC (98-17). EST. $20
32 LUFFENHOLTZ, 1907 VG DOANE REC’D & O/S ON PPC (04-09). EST. $20
33 MAMMOTH LAKES/LAKE MARY RUR BR., 1967 VG DC ON PPC (67-68). EST. $12
34 MANOR, 1920 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (15/53). EST. $5
35 MANTECA, 1927 VG AMERICAN MACHINE CO. FLAG ON COVER. EST. $20
36 MAYHEWS, 1910 F 4-BAR ON PPC (91-22). EST. $12
37 MERCED/ARMY AIR BASE BR., 1946 VG DC ON GPC (42-46). EST. $12
38 METZ, 1910 VG EKU DOANE ON PPC (88-22). EST. $8
39 MIAMI, 1909 F 4-BAR ON PPC (94-36). EST. $12
40 MICHIGAN BAR, 1924 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (55-35). EST. $6
41 MIDLAND, 1910 F 4-BAR ON PPC (08-14). EST. $20
42 MIDWAY, 1916 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (70-18). EST. $20
43 MILLS, 1910 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (98-43). EST. $6
44 MILTON, 1908 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (71-42). EST. $6
45 MIST, 1931 VG 4-BAR ON COVER (13-35). EST. $6
46 MOHAWK, 1917 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (81-26). EST. $12
47 MONETA, 1913 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (90-44). EST. $5
48 MONTEREY, 1920 VG MACHINE ON PPC. EST. $4
49 MONTEREY/PRESIDIO OF MONTEREY STA., ca1943 F MACHINE ON PPC. EST. $5
50 MONTRIO, 1921 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (02-24). EST. $5
51 MOORES FLAT, 1911 F DOANE ON PPC (57/14). EST. $12
52 MOORES STATION, ca1890 G+ CDS ON TONED COVER (69/92). EST. $50
53 MOORPARK, ca1917 VG NONSTANDARD 4-BAR ON PPC (00- ). EST. $5
54 MORRO BAY/MORRO PLAZA STA., 1965 VG DC 4-BAR ON PPC (61-66). EST$10
55 MOSS BEACH, 1910 F 4-BAR ON PPC (8TH MONTH OF USE). EST. $8

WASHINGTON
56 ARZINA, 1910 F DOANE ON PPC (97-11). EST. $20
57 EFFIE, 1910 F DOANE ON PPC W/TONED CORNERS (04-17). EST. $20
58 LAKE CITY, 1910 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (10-12). EST. $35
59 LARSON, 1910 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (08-18). EST. $20
60 NEWCASTLE, 1905 F DOANE ON REGISTRY CARD (94-35). EST. $6
61 NEWLAND, 1908 F 4-BAR AS FORWARDING MARK & O/S ON PPC (01-08). EST. $20
62 PAGE, 1905 F DOANE ON PPC (03-58). EST. $5
63 RICHMOND HIGHLANDS, 1924 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (12-48). EST. $5
64 ROCK LAKE, 1911 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (07-12). EST. $35
65 SEATTLE/STA. NO. 1, 1920 F DC REC’D ON GPC. EST. $6
66 SINE, 1907 F DOANE O/S ON PPC (05-10). EST. $30
67 SMYRNA, 1913 VG LIGHT 4-BAR ON PPC (11-64). EST. $4
68 SNOHOMISH, 1909 F TYPE 11E (DATE ONLY) MS RFD #4 ON PPC. EST. $5
69 SPOKANE FALLS, 1891 VF CDS ON COVER (72-91). EST. $10
70 SULIVAN, 1907 VG 4-BAR REC’D & O/S ON PPC W/FELT TIP MARK (06-15). EST. $12
71 SUNDALE, 1917 F 4-BAR ON PPC (15-45). EST. $6
72 TACOMA/MILIARY BR., 1917 VG DULPEX ON PPC (16-17). EST. $25
73 UNFRIED, 1916 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (10-17). EST. $12
74 VANASSELT, 1909 F DOANE ON PPC (92-13). EST. $12
75 VANCOUVER BARRACKS, 1886 VG- CDS ON COVER (81/90). EST. $75
76 WACO, 1909 F 4-BAR REC’D & O/S ON PPC (07-10). EST. $15
77 WHEELER, 1913 G+ 4-BAR ON PPC (02/43). EST. $6
78 WHITCOMB, 1911 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (10-34). EST. $6

Railway Post Offices (RPOs)
79 CALISTOGA & S.F., 1937 VG (983-D-1) ON COVER. EST. $12
80 CALISTOGA & VALLEJO, 1910 F (983-E-1) ON PPC. EST. $8
81 CALISTOGA & VALLEJO JC, 1909 VG (983-F-2) ON PPC. EST. $8
82 CALISTOGA & VAL JCT, 1916 VG (983-G-1) ON PPC. EST. $8
83 DET & ALGONAC, 1910 VG (Q-3-e) ON PPC. EST. $25
84 OAKDALE & MERCED, 1907 VG (989-D-1) O/S ON PPC. EST. $8
85 PAJARO & SANTA CRUZ, 1904 VG ON PPC. EST. $8
86 PHOENIX & LOS ANG, 1914 F (967.2-A-1) ON PPC. EST. $25
87 SACTO & FRESNO, 1941 F (979-K-1) ON COVER. EST. $5
88 SAN FRAN & PAC GROVE, 191X F (980-I-2) ON PPC. EST. $8
89 S.F. & PAC GROVE, 1932 F (980-AA-1) ON GPC. EST. $8
90 SAN FRAN & S.L. OBISPO, 1921 VG (980-K-3) ON PPC. EST. $8
91 SAN FRAN & SANTA CRUZ, 1904 VG (991-E-2) ON COVER. EST. $8
92 SEATTLE & SEWARD, 1924 VG (X-14-c) ON PPC. EST. $12
93 TRUCKEE & LAKE TAHOE, 1909 PARTIAL (997.4-A-1) ON PPC. EST. $6
94 WILLIAMS & LOS ANG, 1906 VG (964-Q-2) ON PPC. EST. $8
95 WILLITS & SAN FRAN, 1908 VG ON PPC. EST. $8

Randy Stehle Mail Bid No. 134
16 Iris Court, San Mateo, CA 94401

Phone: (650) 344-3080
Email: RSTEHLE@ix.netcom.com

Minimum Bid $3.00 please. Phone bids accepted.

CLOSING DATE: June 17, 2009  (10 PM Pacific)



May  2009 23

By:  H. J. Berthelot

My primary medium of collecting is government-issued cards; however, I am also interested in privately-manu-
factured cards when they have affixed postal markings that I consider interesting or unusual.  In the United
States (U.S.), government-issued cards are known as “postal cards,” and since January of 1999 “stamped
cards,” while privately-manufactured cards are called “post cards.”  There were distinct legal differences
between the two card types, however, over the years U.S. postal laws have evolved such that the two types are
now rated and treated in the same manner.  Collectively, the two types are referred to as “card-rated matter.”

Over the years, U.S. postal officials have used a myriad of auxiliary markings to denote mail items that were
“given special attention due to some special circumstance.”1  In the main, those auxiliary markings were appli-
cable to all classes of mail matter.

U.S. auxiliary markings prepared solely for use on card-rated matter are as interesting as they are uncommon.
This article will illustrate and discuss eight U.S. auxiliary markings:  three markings were specifically prepared
for use on message and reply cards (M&R cards), also known as “double” cards, or “paid-reply” cards; three
markings were used only on single postal cards; and two markings were affixed solely to post cards.

United States Auxiliary Markings
Found Only on Card-rated Matter

Figure 1  Message half of domestic M&R card, mailed October 11, 1900 from Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania, to New York
City, New York.  Card returned as undeliverable with the auxiliary marking only used on M&R cards.
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MESSAGE AND REPLY CARDS
The U.S. issued its first M&R card, intended for domestic use, on October 25, 1892.  The card seen in

Figure 1 was from the second domestic M&R card issue, released in 1898.  Mailed on October 11, 1900 from
Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania, the card was addressed to New York City, New York.  Since the New York Post
Office was not able to deliver the card as addressed, a postal clerk struck the card in magenta ink, with the
auxiliary marking

RETURN TO SENDER
UNDER SEC. 552  P.  L.  &   R.
DO NOT STAMP OR DEFACE
REPLY CARD.  (N.Y.-3d, DIV.)

then redirected the card intact to sender, the Secretary of Bryn Mawr College.  As evidenced by the circular
date stamp, the card was received in the Bryn Mawr Post Office on October 19th of that year.

This auxiliary marking had as its source Section 552 of the Postal Laws & Regulations2 (PL&R), which
provided:

Double postal cards, when unclaimed, will be returned  to sender when the address of the sender can be
ascertained; otherwise they will be sent to  the  Dead Letter Office.   Care must  be taken  in  indorsing  and
returning double cards, not to deface or destroy the unused (reply) half.

Figure 2 Message half of
domestic M&R card, sent on
February 28, 1920 from
Andover, Massachusetts, to
New York City, New York.
Card returned as
undeliverable with the
auxiliary marking only used
on M&R cards.
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Another domestic M&R card, issue of 1910, is seen in figure 2. This card was sent on February 28, 1920, from
Andover, Massachusetts, addressed to N. Y. City (New York). Since the New York Post Office was not able to
deliver the card as addressed, a postal clerk applied, in magenta, the auxiliary marking

RETURNED TO WRITER
DO NOT STAMP OR

DEFACE  REPLY CARD
UNDER SEC 673, P.L.& R.

(New York, N.Y. Sta. J.)
Another auxiliary marking, “N.R.D._____     Sta. / J,” was struck in magenta, and the number “13755” was
written in blue crayon.  The card then was returned to writer, the Trustees of Phillips Academy in Andover,
whose address was on the message side.

On this card, the auxiliary marking referenced PL&R Section 673, emphasizing the word “reply” in bold print.
While the wording in this PL&R3 was the same as the wording in the earlier PL&R, the format was different,
providing in part:

2. Double postal cards, when unclaimed, will be returned to sender  when the address of the sender can be
ascertained; otherwise they will be sent to the Dead-Letter Office.
Care must be taken in indorsing and returning double cards not to deface or destroy the unused (reply) half.

Both “RETURN” and “RETURNED” markings were prepared and affixed specifically to remind / inform any
postal official who subsequently handled the M&R card of the requirement under then current U.S. law that the
unused half – the reply card – was not to be defaced or damaged in any manner, thus enabling the sender to use
it at a later date.

Figure 3 Message half of
domestic M&R card, posted
internationally from
Chicago, Illinois, to
Friedrichafen, Germany, on
June 27, 1939.  Card
returned as short paid with
the auxiliary marking only
used on M&R cards.
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The domestic M&R card seen in figure 3 was from the 1915 issue.  This card was posted June 27, 1939 in
Chicago, Illinois, addressed to Friedrichshafen, Germany.  Sender’s attempt to mail the message half at the then
current 1½¢ per two ounce international printed matter rate was rejected by a Chicago Foreign Office clerk,
who redirected the card intact to sender after applying the auxiliary marking in magenta ink.

Return to Sender
Each Half of this Card must be

Prepaid 3 Cents.
 Foreign Section 1

 The sender, upon receiving the card and adding the required postage to each half of the M&R card, abraded
the auxiliary marking and placed the card in the mail again on July 7, 1939.  When the Post Office returned
items for additional postage and the items were again placed in the mail, postal regulations allowed the original
postage on the item to be considered in payment to its full face value.  [In those instances where reuse of the
outside wrapper or original postage was not allowed, other auxiliary markings stated that determina-
tion.  Such markings, not solely for postal cards, are outside the scope of this article.]

The Universal Postal Union (UPU) had regulations regarding the use of M&R cards in the interna-
tional mail.  The U.S., as a member country of the UPU, had to abide by those regulations.  Among the
regulation requirements were:  that each half of a M&R card sent to another UPU member country had to be
fully prepaid; that the reply half had to be attached to the message half when received in the country of
destination and; that the reply card
could only be returned to the coun-
try of origin.  To be sent at the re-
duced UPU surface rate, printed
matter had “to be placed under band,
or in an envelope (unsealed), or sim-
ply folded so as to permit easy ex-
amination by postal authorities to
insure that it contained no manu-
script, writing, figures or mark what-
soever.”4  [The underlined portion,
emphasized by this author, was
applicable to M&R cards that
were mailed as printed matter.]

I do not know why the Chicago For-
eign Office clerk disallowed the
message half of this M&R card to
pass at the 1½¢ international printed
matter rate; entirely in print, the
message half met the UPU require-
ment for printed matter of the first
weight unit.  [Maybe the sender
had forgotten to add extra post-
age to the reply half (figure 4),
and upon examination of the card,
a Chicago Foreign Office clerk
noted the error.  Since there was
no auxiliary marking specifically
to address the underpayment on
a particular half of a M&R card,
and owing to time constraints, the
clerk affixed the auxiliary mark-

Figure 4  Reply half of M&R card seen in figure 3, showing the 2¢ John Adams
stamp affixed by sender, as required by the auxiliary marking that returned the
card.
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ing shown to the message half and returned the card to sender.  Upon receipt of the card, the sender
complied with the notice, affixing the 2¢ John Adams stamp to the reply half and the 1½¢ Harding stamp
to the message half.]

The New York Foreign Office also used this auxiliary marking5.  [I have not seen a cover with this type
auxiliary marking, nor read a report of the marking having been used at any other foreign office except
those in Chicago and New York.  Does any reader have a cover with this type auxiliary marking attrib-
utable to any other U.S. foreign office?]

   SINGLE POSTAL CARDS
The “Unmailable” auxiliary marking is not a U.S. postal marking used only on card-rated matter.  However,
when used in a certain manner, the
marking can become one that is
only applicable to card rated mat-
ter.  The 5¢ Lincoln postal card
seen in figure 5 exemplifies such a
use.  Mailed in Brooklyn, New York,
on May 3, 1971, this card was sent
locally to Montgomery Ward.  The
sender had glued to the card’s mes-
sage side a form, cut from a maga-
zine, requesting that company’s
1971 Lawn, Garden and Farm
Catalog.  A postal clerk at the of-
fice of mailing returned the card to
sender as unmailable, stating the
reason, “attachments to cards not
permitted.”  The clerk also lined-
through the “postage due” notation
beneath the “pointed hand” mark-
ing, since the return of the card was
without additional charge.

The UPU has size restrictions for card-rated matter sent in the international mail.  In brief:  cards whose
dimensions exceed the UPU’s maximum size are allowed transmission, but charged letter-rate postage; cards
whose dimensions are less than the UPU’s minimum size are not allowed transmission.  Such cards, if they
have a return address, usually are returned to the sender.  [I point out that it is not uncommon to find U.S.
cards duly postmarked and transmitted internationally, even though they were less than minimum size.]

On July 1, 1971, new procedures enacted by the 16th UPU Congress went into effect.  As relates to card-rated
matter, the changes were:  international M&R card service was discontinued; international postage rates were
increased (in the U.S. the increase was from 8¢ to 10¢ per card, surface mail) and; cards sent internationally
had to have minimum dimensions of 5½ inches by 3½ inches (140 mm by 89 mm).

The postal card illustrated in figure 6, from the 1968 issue, was intended for domestic use.  On July 1, 1971, the
charge for U.S. card-rated matter sent surface mail internationally increased from 8¢ to 10¢.  Thus, this card,
mailed on October 28, 1971 with an added 1¢ meter imprint from Pacific Grove, California, to Newcastle,
Australia, was insufficiently paid 4¢. Denoted postage due at the post office of mailing, the card was also
handled by a Foreign Office clerk, who affixed the auxiliary marking the international mail.

NONMAILABLE
Post cards less than 5½ by 3½
inches are not accepted in

Figure 5  Domestic postal card, mailed locally on May 3, 1971 in Brooklyn,
New York.  Card returned to sender as unmailable, with manuscript notation
under auxiliary marking that made the marking applicable only to cards.
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Both the postage due and the “NONMAILABLE” markings were struck in magenta ink.  The card was then
redirected to sender, whose return address was printed on the message side, as not being acceptable for
international mailing.  [I point out that while the “nonmailable” marking specifically refers to “post cards,”
the UPU regulations were applicable to all card-rated matter and the Post Office used this type auxiliary
marking on post cards as well as on postal cards.]

The postal card seen in figure 7, from the 1975 issue, was intended for domestic use.  This card was
posted August 6, 1976, in Los Angeles, California, addressed to Turramurra, Australia.  Since the charge for
U.S. card-rated matter sent internationally by surface mail had increased on March 2, 1974 from 10¢ to 12¢,
this card was insufficiently paid 3¢.  At the post office of mailing, the card was initially struck with the pointed
hand, “Returned to Writer” and the “RETURNED FOR       CENTS / ADDITIONAL POSTAGE” markings.
However, once it was realized the card’s dimensions were less than the UPU minimum-size requirement, a
postal clerk deleted the “RETURNED FOR ADDITIONAL POSTAGE” marking with a blue crayon, and in
lieu thereof affixed the marking to the card.

UNMAILABLE
UNDERSIZE

All three markings on this card were struck in magenta ink.  Since writer’s return address was printed on the
message side, the card was redirected to him.

Figure 6  Domestic postal card,
mailed internationally from Pacific
Grove, California, to Newcastle,
Australia, on October 28, 1971.  Card
ultimately deemed unmailable, as
evidenced by the auxiliary marking
only used on single postal cards.

Figure 7 Domestic postal card,
posted internationally from Los
Angeles, California, to
Turramurra, Australia, on August
6, 1976.  Card ultimately deemed
unmailable, as evidenced by the
auxiliary marking only used on
single postal cards.



May  2009 29

The NONMAILABLE and UNMAILABLE auxiliary markings were intended to inform the sender / writer
that the cards were not acceptable, owing to their size, for use in the international mail.  As the reader will note,
the wording used on the former marking was the more informative.

The postal regulations as well as the auxiliary markings refer to both “sender” and “writer”; the same is true for
the words “unmailable” and “nonmailable.”  In each case, the words are synonymous.

POST CARDS
The post card illustrated in figure 8 is from the 1904 St. Louis World’s Fair.  Note the top line on the card was
printed, in large type, “Post = Card”; on the second and third line, respectively, was printed “CARTE POSTALE
– POSTAL CARD” and “THIS SIDE FOR THE ADDRESS ONLY.”  On its “picture side,” the card had a
lithographed scene entitled “The Cascades.”

Figure 8  St. Louis World’s Fair post card, sent on August 26, 1904 from St.
Louis, Missouri, to Brooklyn, New York.  Card held unmailable because of
prohibited words printed on the card, as was evidenced by the auxiliary
marking only used on post cards

Mailed August 26, 1904, at the St. Louis, Missouri Annex Station, the card was addressed to Brooklyn, New
York.Two scenarios are possible for the card:

1.  In this scenario, during processing of the card, a postal clerk at the St. Louis Annex Station noticed the
prohibited wording and applied to the left side of the card, reading from bottom to top, the auxiliary marking, in
magenta ink

HELD “UNMAILABLE.”  PRIVATE MAILING
OR  POST  CARDS  BEARING  THE   WORDS
POSTAL   CARDS  OR   UNITED  STATES OF
AMERICA, ARE UNMAILABLE.

Notwithstanding the clerk’s determination that the card was “unmailable,” it was forwarded to addressee,
received in the Brooklyn Post Office on August 28th, as evidenced by the Brooklyn circular date stamp, and
delivered without further comment.



Whole Number 23630

2. In this scenario, based on a 2004 article in U.S. Stamp News6, the auxiliary marking was affixed not in the St.
Louis Annex Station, but in the Brooklyn Post Office.  While the card was being processed into the Brooklyn
Post Office, a postal clerk noticed the prohibited wording and affixed the above noted auxiliary marking “to
ensure the addressee was aware of (the) prohibition” regarding the use of certain words and phrases on post
cards.

Beginning in July of 1898, the Post Office authorized privately printed (post) cards to be transmitted through the
U.S. Mail at the one-cent rate if they conformed in size and substance to government-issued (postal) cards.
Later U.S. regulations7 provided that:

Cards issued by private persons, bearing on the address side the words “United States” or “United States of
America” are in likeness or similitude of the regular United States postal card and therefore unmailable at any
rate of postage.

Also, under UPU regulations, applicable to the U.S. as a UPU member nation, use of the phrase “carte postale”
was prohibited on privately printed cards.

The post card shown in figure 9, sent from Washington, D.C., on December 27, 1906 to New York City, New
York, was a belated Christmas greeting.  The card’s “picture” side had a winter scene and the words “A Merry
Christmas!”

Figure 9 Post card mailed on December 27, 1906 to New York City, New
York, from Washington, D.C.  Sender’s writing on the address side rendered
the card liable to letter rate postage, as evidenced by the auxiliary marking
specifically prepared for use on cards.

The printing in the upper left-hand corner on the card’s address side leads me to speculate that the card was
privately printed somewhere in Europe.  While that printing contained the prohibited phrase – “carte postale” –
mentioned above, the clerk processing the card probably was more focused on the sender having written in the
left-hand portion of the address side.  The clerk applied the double-line auxiliary marking, in magenta

Unmailable as a post-card
Due 1 Cent as a letter.

Since sender did not have a return address, the card was forwarded to addressee and the deficiency presum-
ably collected upon delivery of the card.
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Prior to August 1, 1907, U.S. regulations8 prohibited any writing on a card’s address side, except the name and
address of the recipient and the words “to be called for,” or “any proper description of the person or place
addressed.”  Cards found in violation of the regulation were assessed letter-rate postage.  From July 1, 1885 to
November 2, 1917, the U.S. domestic letter rate was two cents per ounce.  Since sender had originally affixed
a one-cent stamp to the card, the clerk forwarded the card postage due one cent to the addressee, thus account-
ing for the required two-cents postage.

If any reader has other variations of these markings, or other auxiliary markings that were used solely on card-
rated matter, I greatly would appreciate a copy of the marking.  Any comments regarding this article would also
be appreciated.  Please contact me at:  hankberthelot@yahoo.com.

ENDNOTES:
1 ”Auxiliary markings,” as defined by the Auxiliary Markings Society, are “postal markings applied to covers by handstamp, machine
cancellation, a stick-on label, manuscript markings, or by mechanical or electronic methods such as addressograph or computer, indicating
that the covers were given special attention due to some special circumstance.”  Auxiliary Markings, Issue 2, April 2004, page 7.
2 1893 PL&R, Section 552, second paragraph.
3 1902 PL&R, Section 673.
4 Henry Beecher and Anthony Wawrukiewicz, U.S. International Postal Rates, 1872 – 1996, page 83.
5 Readers who wish to see and read about the New York variety of this marking are referred to Alex Gundel’s article, “An Auxiliary Postal
Marking That Can Appear on Double Cards Only,” Postal Stationery, Vol. 38, No. 4, October-December, 1996, Whole No. 295, pages 157
– 160.
6 Readers who wish to see and read about U.S. post cards that were printed with prohibitive wording are referred to Charles A. Fricke’s
article, “Unmailable At Any Rate (Unless, of Course, Otherwise),” U.S. Stamp News, November 2004, pages 16 – 17.
7 Section 457, United States Postal Guide, January 1907, page 816.
8 1893 PL&R, Section 273.
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Part II June 1899-August 1909

By Randy Stehle

The second part of this series will cover the period
from June 1899 to just before the Wilmington and San
Pedro consolidations of August 1909. The first part of
this series was presented in La Posta Volume 40, Num-
ber 1 (March 2009), and covered the period from the
establishment of the Los Angeles post office in 1850
to just before the University and Garvanza annexations
in June 1899. Los Angeles continued to experience
unprecedented growth during the period covered in
this part of the series. The population of Los Angeles
doubled between 1890 and 1900, where it stood at a
little over 100,000 people. It tripled from 1900 to 1910,
when it then was almost 320,000 people. Table 1
shows the historical population of Los Angeles from
1890 to 1910. The figures from 1890, 1900 and 1910
came from the decennial national censuses. The 1893
figure came from the Los Angeles Herald newspaper
without attribution. The figures for 1905, 1906 and
1907 came from Los Angeles school censuses. While
many municipalities conducted school censuses at this
time, most of them only counted school-age children.
For some reason, Los Angeles counted all of its resi-
dents during these censuses. Not only was the popu-
lation growing exponentially, the size of the area of
Los Angeles was also growing, but at a slightly slower
rate. During this period from 1900 to August 1909, the
area increased about 87%, from 40.80 to 76.44 square
miles.

The Development of the Los Angeles
Postal System Through August 1909

The Greatest Good for the Greatest Number
From Spanish Land Grant to Shoestring Annexation

© copyright reserved by Randy Stehle 2009

The University and Garvanza
Annexations of June 1899
The residents of the University area had previously
voted against annexation in October 1895. There were
two special interest groups that opposed it then, the
liquor and gambling elements. Things had not changed
much in the intervening three and a half years. A 160-
acre entertainment facility named Agricultural Park
was located in the University area. It opened in 1872,
and was initially used as a fairground. A race track
was added later, where everything from bicycles to
dogs to horses and even camels competed. It bordered
the University of Southern California, and attracted
big crowds on Sundays. Los Angeles did not allow
gambling within its city limits, so the gambling lobby
did what they could to defeat the bid for annexation.
There were also stricter restrictions on alcohol sales
within the city limits, so the liquor lobby also fought
against annexation.

There was concern that these two special interest
groups would import their own voters to sway the elec-
tion their way. Voters could be challenged at the poll-
ing place, and detectives for the Good Government
Society kept an eye on the proceedings. The special
election was held on May 24, 1899. Of the approxi-
mately 400 ballots cast, only 255 turned out to be bona
fide voters. The residents of the University area voted
139 for annexation and 16 against. The residents of
Los Angeles voted 1,799 for annexation and 1,478
against. By a margin of 344 votes, the University an-
nexation was approved, effective June 12, 1899. The
population of Los Angeles increased by somewhere
between 1,200 to 2,000 people, depending on what
source is cited. The new area contributed only 1.77
square miles to Los Angeles.
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800 people, while it gained just 0.69 square miles in
area. The total area of Los Angeles now stood at 43.26
square miles.

Table 2 shows the territorial growth of Los Angeles
from the original Spanish land grant through the first
eight annexations and consolidations. The Garvanza
annexation is number five, while the University an-

As a postscript, Agricultural Park
became a public park in 1910. It was
renamed Exposition Park, and is still
in operation. Shortly after the name
change, the race track was turned
into a rose garden.

The special election for the annex-
ation of the Garvanza area was less
dramatic than the University area.
There were two different special in-
terest groups that opposed adding the
Garvanza area to Los Angeles. The
Garvanza district was traversed by
the Santa Fe Railway, who had sev-
eral economic reasons to be against
annexation. First, there was a city
tax on railroad mileage. Second,
street car fares would be reduced to
five cents if the area was incorpo-
rated into the city limits of Los An-
geles.

The other special interest group was
the Democratic Party. They realized
that the voters of the Garvanza dis-
trict were mostly Republicans. They
failed to notice this in time to have
any real effect on the election,
though.

The special election was held on May 23, 1899. The
residents of the Garvanza area voted 69 for annexation
and 8 against. The residents of Los Angeles voted 793
for annexation and 624 against. By a margin of 230
votes, the Garvanza annexation was approved, effec-
tive the same day as the University annexation, June
12, 1899. The population of Los Angeles increased by
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The Establishment of
Rural Free Delivery
Service in Los
Angeles
The Rural Free Delivery system
was inaugurated on October 1,
1896, with the establishment of five
routes in West Virginia. On Febru-
ary 1, 1897, the first routes were
established in California with three
routes at Campbell. The system
was designed to provide convenient
mail service for rural residents, and
was most effective in areas with
high rural population density.

When the residents of a rural area wanted to get an
RFD route, they would have to petition the POD. They
would have to supply such information as population
and road conditions in their application for this ser-
vice. If the POD thought their application warranted
further consideration, a special agent would be sent to
gather information for the proposed route. There were
a number of criteria to consider in the evaluation of a
new route. The POD wanted the routes to serve at
least 100 families and be no longer than twenty-five
miles in length. The roads should be passable year
round, and the route should avoid backtracking as much
as possible. The routes also could run through an   in-
corporated city. The POD wanted all the patrons on
the rural route to erect Department-approved mail
boxes.

nexation is number six. Please re-
fer to map 1 to see where they are
located. This series will only cover
the period that encompasses an-
nexation number seven. Addition
numbers eight and nine are in-
cluded to show the ultimate goal of
the Shoestring annexation.

The Garvanza post office was es-
tablished in 1887. Even though the
area in which it was situated was
annexed to Los Angeles in the
spring of 1899, it was not converted
to a station for almost another two
years. On June 30, 1901, it finally
became a station of Los Angeles.
This situation was identical to what
happened to the Highland Park post office. The High-
land Park annexation occurred in October 1895, but
the post office was not converted to a station until
June 1, 1901. The author has not discovered a reason
for this delay.

Figure 1 shows an example of a Garvanza cancel
when it was still an independent post office. The gov-
ernment postal card was cancelled on April 13, 1897,
and is addressed to Los Angeles. Figure 2 shows an
example of a Garvanza Station cancel. It is dated Janu-
ary 5, 1906, and is also addressed to Los Angeles. The
word “Station” is abbreviated as “Sta.”. This is the
earliest reported Garvanza Station cancel. This can-
cel continued to be used as late as 1917. This station
closed in 1921, though no cancels have been reported
from its last four years of operation.

Figure 1 Postal card mailed from Garvanza on April 13, 1897, when it was
still an independent post office.

Figure 2  Earliest reported usage of a Los Angeles Garvanza Station cancel,
dated January 5, 1906.
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it is a Highland Park Station RFD route, this station
never had a rural route originating from it. Garvanza
Station, shown in large letters at the southeastern por-
tion of the map, did have a rural route originating from
it. Highland Park Station is shown just to the south-
west of Garvanza Station. The map shows the names
of all the streets and locations of every house along
the route, all well as other items such as railroad tracks,
churches and schools. The map key also shows sym-
bols for both an open post office and a discontinued
one. The symbol for a discontinued post office is a
circle with black and white semicircles. This is how
Garvanza Station is designated, which is proper as

Table 3 shows all the Los Angeles RFD routes estab-
lished through the end of 1909. The first route was
established on April 1, 1902, originating from Garvanza
Station. It was designated as route 1. Map 2 shows
the Garvanza RFD route. It is from the collection of
postal maps held by the National Archives, and was
the only pre-1910 Los Angeles RFD map they had. It
was drawn in 1908, and is entitled “Map of Los Ange-
les (Highland Park) Los Angeles Co., Cal. and Vicin-
ity Showing Rural Delivery Route No. 1”. The scale
is four inches to the mile. The map measures 19" by
23", which makes it hard to show in detail  within the
pages of this journal. Even though the map title implies
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The POD began issuing canceling hand stamps to ru-
ral carriers effective August 1, 1900. These first de-
vices are classified as type 1 by Richow. These con-
tinued to be distributed to rural carriers until February
1902. The type two devices were given to rural carri-
ers from March 1902 through June 1903 both as re-
placement equipment and for newly established routes.
That is why the Garvanza Station RFD route used a
type 2 device. Effective July 1, 1903, the POD stopped
issuing these devices to rural carriers, even though
some continued to be used for many years after this

Garvanza was discontinued on June 30, 1901. The
symbol for an open post office is a sold black circle
with a white ring around it. This is how Highland Park
Station is designated. The problem is that this post of-
fice was discontinued on May 31, 1901, a month ear-
lier than Garvanza. The lower left hand corner of the
map indicates it was amended and corrected effec-
tive September 1, 1908, with the initials “R.W.D.” af-
ter it. It appears as if the POD let an error creep into
this map. By the way, this map originally sold for ten
cents. The southern portion of the rural route was pre-
dominately within the city limits, while the northern
portion was mostly in an unincor-
porated part of Los Angeles
County.

Figure 3 shows an example of an
RFD cancel from this route. This
post card was cancelled on No-
vember 12, 1904, and was ad-
dressed to Chicago. There is a
number one in the cancellation
bars, though it is hard to see as it is
on a dark green Franklin stamp.
The number one stands for rural
route one. It is cancellation type 2F,
according the to RFD type scheme
developed by Harold Richow in his
book, Encyclopedia of R.F.D.
Cancels. Figure 3 Post card mailed from Los Angeles, Garvanza Station RFD route one,

dated November 12, 1904.

Table 3 Los Angeles Rural Free Delivery routes established through 1909
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Table 3 also shows the two routes established at Hol-
lywood. The first route was established on the same
day as Los Angeles’ first RFD route, April 1, 1902. It
was similar in size to Los Angeles RFD route two, at
22 miles in length covering 21 square miles and serv-
ing a population of 700 people. When Hollywood be-
came a station of Los Angeles at the beginning of 1908,
its routes one and two became Los Angeles routes ten
and eleven, respectively.

Table 4 shows the post offices discontinued due to the
expansion of the Los Angeles Rural Free Delivery sys-
tem through 1909. Only two post offices fall into this
category, Montebello and Verdugo. They were both
small offices, with just over $100 in PM compensation
when they were discontinued. Prior to Montebello’s
closing in 1907, RFD route six (which was established
in 1905) had served the residents in its area. The POD
saw no reason to have a post office and an RFD route
in the same area, so Montebello was closed. By 1913,
the population of the area had increased beyond the
capacity of the RFD route, so the Montebello post of-
fice was re-established. Verdugo also had a RFD route
established before it was discontinued, but in its case it
was only by five months. The Verdugo post office was
never re-established.

Los Angeles’ Station Locations
Just Before the Annexation of
December 26, 1906
The number of Los Angeles stations at the end of 1906
had increased to 34. Please refer to map 3 to see the
location of these stations. Map key 3 lists the Main
post office and these stations, their street addresses
and the date they moved to their locations. There were
no new stations established in the areas added in the
Garvanza and University annexations of June 1899,
though. Station S was established on August 1, 1906,
just outside of the city limits. It was located just south
of addition four, in an area that would be annexed less
than five months later. A law had been passed in 1896,
allowing the establishment of stations outside of the
city limits, as long as the distance was no more than
five miles. This rule, and the history behind it,  will be
discussed in great detail later in this article.

date. Rural carriers were now instructed to only can-
cel mail sent by patrons on their route to addressees
who lived further on down their route with a purple
indelible pencil. Some rural carriers instead chose to
purchase devices from private suppliers at their own
cost. Even though rural carriers were not supposed to
cancel any mail that had to be routed through a station
in order to be delivered, many of them did.

The only other Los Angeles RFD route that would have
received an official POD device was Station K, which
was established on September 1, 1902. There is a single
report of such a usage. The third Los Angeles RFD
route was established on September 1, 1903, and would
not have received any canceling device from the POD.
In fact, the only other originating Los Angeles RFD
marking reported is from route seven. It is a manu-
script cancel from 1906.

Thirteen RFD routes were established in Los Angeles
through September 1909. Most of the information
shown in table 3 comes from the Postal Bulletin. The
route description information was only given for some
of the earlier routes. The information given for route
two is fairly typical of other California routes. The length
of the route is twenty-three miles covering an area of
twenty square miles, and serving 650 people. On Janu-
ary 1, 1908, the area of Los Angeles was 61.90 square
miles. On this same date, the area covered by its eleven
RFD routes was approximately 100 square miles. The
area covered stretched from Toluca in the northwest
to Glendale and Verdugo in the north. It also stretched
from Montebello in the east to Florence and Bell to the
southeast, to almost Palms in the west.

There were 38 routes in Los Angeles County on Au-
gust 21, 1907, including nine from Los Angeles (which
would add routes ten and eleven a few months later).
Unlike Santa Clara County to the north, a county-wide
RFD system was never implemented in Los Angeles
County. Under this system, some of the existing RFD
routes would be modified or discontinued, while other
ones would be established. The routes are sometimes
numbered cumulatively, as was the case in Santa Clara
County. For instance, if Los Angeles County has insti-
tuted a county-wide system, the routes would have been
numbered one through 38.

Table 4 Post offices discontinued due to the expansionof the Los Angeles Rural Free Delivery system through 1909.
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(Re)Established 
or Moved 

Station/Annexation Year Month Day Location 
Garvanza- 5 1899 6 12 
University - 6 1899 6 12 
Main Post Office S. Grand @ 7th St. 
1 1906 8 17 1900 S. Main St. 
2 1906 8 17 2200 W. Pico St. 
3 1907 CD 3291 S. Main St. 
4 1905 7 15 244 W. 23rd St. 
5 1901 7 1 1401 Mateo St. 
6 1903 2 1 427 N. Main St. 
7 1907 CD W. Washington & S. Burlington Aves. 
8 1905 8 30 1300 N. Main St. 
9 1907 CD 712 W. 3rd St. 
10 1906 8 1 154 E. 40th St. 
11 1906 12 15 121 E. 23rd St. 
A 1906 8 17 109 N. Daly St 
B 1906 CD 1956 E. 1st St. 
c 1903 5 1 206 New High St. 
D 1907 CD 1110 W. 24th St. 
E 1903 10 5 1656 Temple St. 
F 1905 8 17 1912 S. San Pedro St. 
G 1906 6 30 2602-1 /2 Central Ave. 
H 1907 CD 1312 S. Figueroa St. 
K 1906 8 17 1060 E. Vernon Ave. 
L 1905 7 15 1st & Indiana Sts. 
M 1905 7 1 Allesandro & D Sts. 
N 1906 8 17 415 S. Broadway 
0 1905 8 15 252 S. Spring St. 
p 1906 8 17 400 N. Hoover 
R 1906 8 17 400 N. Evergreen Ave. 
s 1906 8 1 64th St. & South Park Ave. 
T 1907 CD 4442 Turquoise St. 
Arcade Sta. 1904 11 15 529 S. Central Ave. 
Garvanza Sta. 1906 8 17 105 Ave. 64 South 
Highland Park Sta. 1906 8 17 112 W. Ave. 57 
Ivanhoe Sta. 1906 8 17 3623 Sunset Blvd. 
Pico Heights Sta. 1906 8 17 1305 El Molino St. 
University Sta. 1906 8 17 3724 Wesley Ave. 
Shoestring - 7 1906 12 26 Approved by court 8/28/08 

Note: 
1) CD = Los Angeles city directory. 

Map key 3 Los Angeles stations at December 31 , 1906. 
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of the card shows that it took only
one and a half hours to get from
Station B to the Main post office.
The “T” at the bottom of the wavy
line killer stands for “transit”.

Figure 6 shows a cover mailed on
September 2, 1902, from Station F
to Beloit, KS. It has the corner
card of the California Hospital, lo-
cated at 1414 South Hope Street
in Los Angeles. Figure 7 shows a
cover mailed on November 12,
1901, from Station G to Ontario,
Canada. At this time, the rate for
first class postage to Canada was
the same as the domestic rate due
to a postal treaty.

The type of regular cancels
used at this time for Los
Angeles’ named stations
was quite standard. (This
discussion excludes special
service cancellations such
as registered, M.O.B.,
etc.) Table 5 shows all the
named stations and the type
of cancels they used
through the end of 1906.
(Only Eddy Station has no
postmarks reported.) All of
the other ones simply used
a cancel that had the
station’s name along with

The rest of the increase in the num-
ber of stations occurred in the origi-
nal Spanish land grant area. Figure
4 shows a post card with a duplex
cancel from Station A. It was mailed
on January 29, 1907, addressed to
San Jose, CA. Like most of the du-
plex devices in use at this time, it
abbreviated “Station” as “Sta.”.
Figure 5 shows a post card with a
duplex cancel from Station B. It was
mailed on November 2, 1905, ad-
dressed to Cassopolis, MI. The post
card was routed through the Main
Los Angeles post office on its way
to its destination. The International
machine cancel found at the bottom

Figure 4 Post card mailed from Los Angeles Station A on January 29, 1907.

Figure 5 An example of a station cancel being routed through the Main Los
Angeles post office on its way to is destination.

Figure 6 Cover mailed from the California Hospital from Los Angeles Station F on
November 12, 1901.
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October 24, 1907, at 3:30 p.m. from Pico Heights Sta-
tion to Venice, CA. It was received at Venice, CA the
next morning at 8:00 a.m. Venice, CA is due west of
Los Angeles, located just south of Santa Monica.

The Main post office was located at South Grand at
Seventh Street at the end of 1906. An image of the
post office at this location is shown in figure 10. This
photograph was taken in 1907.

The Shoestring Annexation of
December 26, 1906
The major intent of the Shoestring annexation was the
desire of Los Angeles to have a deep water harbor.
The subject of where this harbor was to be located
was a source of contention for over twenty years in
the late 19th century. Both Santa Monica and San Pedro

vied for this honor. In 1869, South-
ern Pacific purchased the right of
way to run a line from Los Ange-
les to Wilmington. (See map 1 for
the locations of the cities mentioned
in this section.) Wilmington’s post
office was established in 1864, just
the second city in Los Angeles
County to do so. A few years later,
Southern Pacific extended this line
to San Pedro, which had the larg-
est seaport in Southern California.
In 1875, the town of Santa Monica
was founded. It was the intent of
several Los Angeles capitalists to
turn Santa Monica into a seaport.
They built the Los Angeles and In-

some version of Los An-
geles. This would not be
the case within a few
years, as we shall see in
the discussion of cancel
types used from 1907
through August 1909.

Figure 8 shows a post card
mailed in August 1906
from Arcade Station to
Centerville, CA. The can-
cellation type is typical for
all named stations during
this period. Figure 9
shows another example of
this cancellation type. This
post card was mailed on

Figure 7 Cover mailed from Los Angeles Station G on November 12, 1901, when the
first-class postage rate to Canada was the same as the domestic rate.

Figure 8 Typical duplex cancel used at Los Angeles Arcade Station from
August 1906.
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In 1891, a new rival emerged to
challenge the monopoly Southern
Pacific had at the harbor in San
Pedro. A group named the Termi-
nal Company, consisting of St.
Louis capitalists, bought up a suc-
cession of seemingly worthless
sand dunes.  They then proceeded
to construct a railroad from Los
Angeles to the deep water port at
San Pedro. This incensed Colis
Huntington, the president of South-
ern Pacific Railway. He wanted his
own harbor where everything was
under his control, and he would
have no competitors. He also
wanted the government to build it
for him. He re-established the rail-
road line to Santa Monica and lob-

bied Congress to vote to establish a harbor
there.  Between 1891 and 1897, Congress
appointed three commissions to determine
the best location for the sea port, with all
three of them recommending San Pedro.
Two harbor bills were introduced in 1896.
The one favoring San Pedro had a price
tag of $392,000, while the one favoring
Santa Monica was $3,098,000. Despite
Huntington’s lobbying efforts, in 1897 Con-
gress passed the bill to build the seaport at
San Pedro. Due to delays orchestrated by
Huntington, the breakwater was not started
until 1899. It was finally completed in 1910,
one year after both Wilmington and San
Pedro were consolidated into Los Angeles.
(This series cuts off just prior to these two
consolidations.)

In late October 1906, the Los Angeles City-
County Consolidation Commission met to
open a rigorous campaign to annex San

Pedro harbor. Since additions to the existing territory
of Los Angeles had to be contiguous, this commission
proposed a strip one-mile wide and sixteen miles long
from Los Angeles to the city limits of San Pedro and
Wilmington. The odd shape of this proposed annexed
area got the nickname shoestring, which stuck. It was
sometimes also referred to as the kite tail. Please re-
fer to map 1 to see the area covered by this annex-
ation (addition number seven). This proposed annex-
ation could not include the towns of Wilmington or San
Pedro, though, as they were both incorporated. An in-
corporated city could not be added to Los Angeles

dependent Railroad, which connected Los Angeles to
the newly constructed wharf at Santa Monica. The
competition from this new seaport helped cut the ex-
cessive freight rates and fares Southern Pacific had
been charging on its San Pedro route. In 1878, unable
to compete with its larger rival, the Los Angeles and
Independent Railroad was sold to Southern Pacific.
The wharf at Santa Monica was left to fall into decay,
and was eventually torn down, to the benefit of South-
ern Pacific’s operations at San Pedro.

Figure 10 Image of the Main Los Angeles post office taken in 1907
when it was located at South Grand at Seventh Street. (Los Angeles
Public Library Collection)

Figure 9 Another typical duplex cancel used at Los Angeles Pico Heights
Station on October 24, 1907. It was delivered the next day to Venice, CA,
located a few miles south of Santa Monica.
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Los Angeles. The favorable treatment afforded the
railroad eliminated the opposition of one of the stron-
ger special interest groups.

A strong argument used to sway the residents of the
San Pedro area was based upon Congressional har-
bor appropriations. The larger the volume of a harbor,
the more money it got. Combining the volume of Los
Angeles with that of the San Pedro area would yield
increased benefits to both parties. A Los Angeles Times
editorial from November 1906, said that “Los Angeles
needs the harbor, and the harbor needs Los Angeles.
United they make this a city from the mountains to the
sea, the greatest city of the Pacific Coast.”

There was also a reason why Los Angeles wanted to
hold the annexation vote as soon as possible. They
were afraid that Long Beach would annex a strip of
land in order to attach itself to San Pedro.

The main opposition to annexation came from Ascot
Park. This horse racing track had just opened the year
before. Ascot Park was located just outside the south-
ern city limits of Los Angeles in an unincorporated
area. Los Angeles had strict anti-gambling laws that
would stop betting on the races. In the days just be-
fore the election, the Los Angeles Times published the
following regarding the efforts of the Ascot Park people
to defeat annexation: “The word went ‘down the line’
Sunday night and ward heelers and other political touts,
who almost had overlooked the importance of the elec-
tion were pressed into service…All the pikers and
dopesters and the chambermaids of the racing stables
jumped into the fray. The bartenders and the gam-
blers and the followers of the ‘ponies’ stood ably by,
and with a few professional workers to direct them,
they began to work for the defeat of the plan. They
blew civic pride to the winds, if they had any. They
saw only one result of an affirmative majority – the
closing of the race track, or at least, the stoppage of
pool selling.”

The special annexation election was held on Novem-
ber 12, 1906. One fourth of the registered voters par-
ticipated in it, which was considered a large turnout
for this type of election. The residents of Los Angeles
voted 6,639 for annexation and 915 against. The resi-
dents of the proposed annexed area voted 208 for it
and 202 against it. (The voters in Gardena voted fifty
for it and twenty-one against it.)

In December 1906, the Ascot Park people filed an
injunction preventing the certification of the special
election. They cited the Act of 1889 that prevented
the annexation of agricultural land. They claimed that

without an amendment to the State constitution. The
intent of the annexation of the Shoestring area was to
accomplish this goal. They were successful, and the
California constitution was amended in 1909 to allow
consolidation with an incorporated city.  By August of
that year, both San Pedro and Wilmington became part
of Los Angeles.

The usual pros and cons of the proposed territory be-
coming part of Los Angeles were espoused by people
on both sides of the issue. The principal arguments for
annexation, from the perspective of the residents of
the new territory were: free fire and police protection,
improvement of streets and highways, free schools,
additional parks, a better lighting system and an in-
crease in property values. Arguments against annex-
ation from the perspective of the residents of Los An-
geles included the added expense of police and fire
protection and street care. The taxes collected from
the shoestring area, though, were supposed to cover
most of these expenses. The strip did have its own
water supply, so the Water Commission had no objec-
tions to it.

There were a number of other issues raised by the
unusual shape of the strip. It cut through several school
districts, though it was determined that these districts
can include territory not in the city limits. The city of
Gardena voiced the loudest opposition to annexation.
It was the largest city between Los Angeles and San
Pedro touched by the strip. Besides the school district
issue, there was the fear that there would be an in-
crease in taxes. They were reassured that the tax in-
crease would amount to only a quarter of one percent.

Another objection was the placement of the strip
boundary in relation to two interurban railroad lines,
the Los Angeles and Redondo (the name was later
changed to Redondo Beach), and the Los Angeles and
San Pedro. The proposed boundary of the strip was
just ten feet outside of the tracks of these lines. As
such, the existing roundtrip fare of 35 cents from
Gardena to Los Angeles would not be reduced to the
five-cent fare afforded to travel within the city limits.
Part of the proposed annexed area was an eight-
square-mile area directly south of the existing city lim-
its. This area would get the reduced five-cent fare rate.
Even with this loss of revenue, the railway companies
favored the boundaries of the strip portion of the pro-
posed annexed area, as it protected their higher fares
in that area. By having their track located outside of
the city limits, they avoided having to pay city taxes on
these lines. Also, they could negotiate better deals with
the small towns on their route rather than deal with
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By June 1908, no decision had been made regarding
the lawsuit. Complaints were coming in from the strip
concerning the fact that they paid taxes but received
no fire or police protection, city water or street lights.
One resident told the Los Angeles Times “My two
daughters keep a store at Sixty-second and Main
Streets. [A few blocks from Ascot Park] We can get
no street lights there. Within the last six months that
store has been robbed twice. The burglars simply drive
up to the store, break the window, gather in a
wagonload of goods and drive away.” By this point
even the railroad were willing to grant five-cent car
fares to those adjacent to the strip if the court ap-
proved it. There was talk if the court ruled against the
annexation, that a second strip three times as wide
would be proposed.

On August 28, 1908, fifteen months after the lawsuit
was initiated, the Supreme Court of California ruled in
favor of Los Angeles. Their decision said in part, “…the
larger city had the right to expand in any manner to
best conserve its interests.” The Los Angeles Times
announced that “Los Angeles is now a harbor city.”

The official date used for the annexation was Decem-
ber 26, 1906, despite the fact that the area was not
officially part of Los Angeles until twenty months later.
This did not stop the establishment of stations in this
area, though. This addition was the largest one by area
since the original Spanish land grant. It added 18.64
square miles to the area of Los Angeles, an increase
of a little more than 43%.

At the same time as the area of Los Angeles was
growing, so were its annual postal receipts. The re-
ceipts for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1899, were
$228,417.61. No figures for the next six years were
readily available. Table 6 shows the receipts of the
Los Angeles post office for fiscal years 1906 through
1908, and the third quarter of fiscal 1909. The annual
receipts for fiscal 1906 were $929,098.54, for a quar-
terly average of $232,274.64. The receipts for the quar-
ter ended March 31, 1909, were $311,813.24. This rep-
resents an increase of approximately 34% for a pe-
riod of a little less than three years.

the shoestring portion of the annexation passed through
farm land. They agreed to withdraw the injunction if
they could finish out the present racing season which
began on November 30, 1906, and ended on March
31, 1907. Los Angeles refused their request. This in-
junction was dismissed by the courts in January 1907.

Even though there was nothing else to prevent the elec-
tion from being certified,  the Secretary of State had
not filed the necessary papers. The Los Angeles City
Attorney could not compel the Secretary of State to
do this, nor could he get a reason for this foot drag-
ging.

In late May 1907, with the election still not certified,
the city of Wilmington brought a lawsuit to invalidate
the annexation vote. They claimed that the annexed
area hampered the expansion of their city to the west.
Like the Ascot Park injunction, Wilmington cited the
Act of 1889 in their lawsuit. They argued that two of
the provisions of the Act of 1889 were violated by the
annexation. First, they claimed that the special elec-
tion was not legally called. Second, they claimed that
there was injury to some of the residents of the strip.
This claim was expressed as:

…it might well be that a majority of the voters of
the territory to be annexed would reside in the
large and more populous end of the strip lying
immediately adjacent to the city limits, while
those residing in the strip many miles distant
from the city, and who could not be benefited by
being incorporated therein, would be brought
within the city limits against their will, and solely
by force of the votes of those residing near and
who would be benefited by such annexation.

As the court proceedings dragged into August and
September 1907, the manager at Ascot Park an-
nounced that there would be no winter racing, and that
in effect, there would be no wagering there anymore.
In anticipation of this, the Pacific Electric railway
started construction of a shorter line to the original
Santa Anita Race Track in Arcadia. This track had
opened in 1904, and was ready to take over Ascot
Park’s business.
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The subject of the eight-hour law came up when Los
Angeles PM Dunkelberger retired in 1907. He spoke
about the good old days back in 1884, when there were
only eight letter carriers and the population was 30,000
people. He said that back then the letter carriers de-
livered all their mail no matter how long it took. He
went on to say that they carried lanterns when it got
dark, and woke up people in order to give them their
mail.

Now knowing the position of Congress on this issue,
the PMG took a different approach in his recommen-
dation for the expansion of free city delivery in his
Annual Report for fiscal year 1890. He suggested that
free city delivery be implemented at a selected num-
ber of small towns and villages. He wanted to do this
on an experimental basis at some third and fourth class
offices, in order to assess the financial viability of ex-
panding it nationwide. On October 1, 1890, Congress
appropriated $10,000 for this experiment.

The POD selected cities for this experiment based on
a number of criteria. It wanted cities with a variety of
populations and geographic and climatic conditions. The
city selected with the largest population was Monroe,
MI, with 5,258 people. The city with the smallest popu-
lation was Gig Harbor, WA, with just 321 people. On
February 1, 1891, service commenced at the first
twelve cities. By the end of fiscal year 1891, there
was service at 46 cities (which would be the total num-
ber of cities in the experiment). The net profit for the
first partial year of the experiment was $850.50. The
service had paid for itself.

This new service was greeted with enthusiasm at these
46 cities. One postmaster’s comments typified this
feeling. He wrote the PMG, “I find the experimental
free delivery system a grand success; it pleases the
patrons greatly and lightens my labors at the window
enough to compensate for increased reports.” For a
variety of reasons, some cities did not show a profit
their first year. One such city was Gig Harbor, WA.
Their postmaster wrote the PMG, “The large sawmill
and a shingle mill suspended operation, and in conse-
quence, 140 people left this place; it will soon re-open
for business, and activity resume…” Considering the
population of Gig Harbor was only 321, a loss of 140
people is very significant.

With this experiment producing a profit, the PMG’s
Annual Report for fiscal year 1891, recommended low-
ering the qualification to get free city delivery to cities
with a population of at least 5,000 people and postal

The Conversion of Independent
Post Offices to Stations - The Act
of January 3, 1887, and
Experimental Village Delivery
As mentioned in the last part of this series, when Los
Angeles finally qualified for free city delivery on Oc-
tober 1, 1883, it had to meet the one requirement of
having a population of at least 20,000 people or at least
$20,000 in postal receipts in the prior fiscal year. This
law went into effect in 1879. Free city delivery had
been a huge financial success for the POD. In the
fiscal year ended June 30, 1886, the excess of rev-
enue generated on local mail exceeded the cost of the
service by a staggering $1,526, 937.27. There was free
city delivery at 181 cities then, but only nineteen cities
showed a profit. The largest profit came from New
York City, at $1,263, 339.52. The second largest profit
came from Philadelphia, at $336,275.68. The third and
fourth largest profits came from Chicago and Boston,
at $176, 234.07 and $172,381.18, respectively. By 1886,
though, the number of additional cities qualifying for
this service had slowed to a trickle.

In an effort to bring this service to more cities, the
POD modified their qualification requirement. The Act
of January 3, 1887, now allowed cities to qualify for
free city delivery if they had a population of 10,000 or
more people or at least $10,000 in postal receipts in
the prior fiscal year. It was a good thing that the Act
had passed, as the rate of new cities qualifying for the
service had slowed so much, that only eight additional
cities were added in the fiscal year ended June 30,
1887. In the first year of the new law, 169 additional
cities qualified for free city delivery, for a total of 358
cities. At the end of five more years, 252 more cities
qualified, for a total of 610 cities.

Following the success of this new requirement, the
PMG, in his fiscal year 1889 Annual Report to Con-
gress, advocated for a more liberal requirement so
even more cities would qualify for this service. He
recommended lowering the requirement to 5,000 people
or $8,000 in annual receipts. Congress did not follow
his recommendation, though, for financial reasons. The
Act of May 24, 1888, set the workday of postal em-
ployees at eight hours. Any time in excess of this would
be paid at overtime rates. Congress felt that the ex-
pansion of free city delivery under this new law would
cut further into the profits generated by the existing
service.



Whole Number 23646

At this time, a town could only get for free city deliv-
ery if it met the qualifications on their own, or if they
could become a station of a city that had this service.
The proposed 5,000 people or $5,000 annual receipt
requirement never became law, although national vil-
lage delivery started in 1914. This meant that if a city
did not want to wait for free city delivery until their
population reached 10,000 at the next national or state
census, or annual postal receipts reached $10,000, their
only choice was to lose their independent status and
become a station of another city.

These various Acts and the subsequent changes to
the PL&R, set the stage for the conversion of eight
independent post offices to stations and branches of
the Los Angeles post office. There was no distinction
between a station and a branch in 1896 when the law
was passed. From available evidence, it appears that
around July 1, 1908, the POD decided that a station is
located within the city limits of its parent office, while
a branch was located outside of the city limits.

Table 7 shows a list of independent post offices that
were initially converted to Los Angeles stations (and
then to branches), or converted directly to branches,
in order to get free city delivery service. This table
covers the period from 1908 through August 1909.
These post offices can be found on map 1. As can be
seen from this table, none of them would have quali-
fied for free city delivery service on their own. The
most populous city (as of the 1910 national census)
was Alhambra, with a little more than 5,000 people.
Its population had increased over 620% since the last
national census in 1900. In all likelihood, by 1920
Alhambra would have met the 10,000-person require-
ment. The problem was that they did not want to wait
that long to qualify for free city delivery, nor did any of
the other seven cities shown on table 7.

receipts of at least $5,000. He stressed how “increased
business resulted from increased facilities”.  He stated
that 161 additional cities would then qualify for the
service. This would have brought free city delivery  to
such cities as Berkeley, CA, which had a population
of 5,101 people. Congress did not take any action on
this recommendation, preferring to see how the ex-
perimental village delivery exercise turned out.

In the next fiscal year, the experimental village deliv-
ery service turned a profit of $3,600. The two-and-a-
half-year experiment ended with fiscal year 1893. The
PMG, in his Annual Report for this year, wrote a sum-
mation of the experiment. He stated that there was a
temporary increase in revenue at first, but after the
novelty wore off, residents started going to their post
office for their mail. He recommended that, “The ex-
tension of this service to small towns throughout the
country, which would involve an expense of $10,000,000
a year be stopped.” Congress passed on his recom-
mendation, allowing the experiment to continue for
another three years. It finally ceased on June 30, 1896,
being deemed “a failure”.

To partially offset the inability of cities to qualify for
free city delivery if they had populations less than
10,000 people or annual postal receipts less than
$10,000, Congress passed a new law. The appropria-
tions bill of June 9, 1896, among other things, would
allow the establishment of stations, including the con-
version of an independent post office, outside the city
limits of their parent office under certain conditions.
The two conditions that had to be met were: the con-
verted station must be no more than five miles from
the outer boundary of the city’s limits, and it must have
a population of at least 1,500 people.

Table 7 Independent post offices converted to Los Angeles branches in order to get free city delivery service from 1908
to August 1909.
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at least 1,500 people. The author has found no expla-
nation why the rest of them were allowed to become
stations and or branches if they had less than 1,500
people. Contemporary news accounts related how
these cities wanted to become stations or branches of
Los Angeles just to get free city delivery.

As mentioned above, the POD reclassified all existing
stations which were located outside the city limits of
their parent office to branches effective July 1, 1908.
Four of the stations shown on table 7 fall into this
category: Colegrove, Hollywood, Prospect Park and
South Pasadena. The other four post offices on this
table were converted directly to branches, as they were
established after June 30, 1908.

The postal units shown on table 7 used some cancel-
ing devices that were the same standard design as
those shown on table 5. The only difference was the
added designation of “branch” in addition to “station”,
depending on the date of usage. A new category of
cancel was introduced for some of these postal units.
Table 8 shows the cancellation types used at Los An-
geles named stations established after 1906. The dates
of usage are for the period from 1907 through August
1909.

The other way a city could qualify for this service was
to have at least $10,000 in annual receipts. The four
smaller towns on this table were fourth class offices,
and their PM compensation figures are all less than
$900 in fiscal year 1907. This information is not readily
available for the four larger offices on this table. Post-
master compensation at second and third class offices
is a fixed amount that does not approximate gross re-
ceipts. The annual receipts from Alhambra, Glendale,
Hollywood and South Pasadena must all have been
less than $10,000, or they would not have given up
their independent status in exchange for free city de-
livery. All eight of these offices did not want to wait
until their annual postal receipts reached the proper
level to qualify for free city delivery on their own, any
more than they wanted to wait until they met the popu-
lation requirement.

This left only one other way to get free city delivery at
these eight offices—conversion into a branch of Los
Angeles. All of these offices met the first part of the
requirement by being less than five miles from the Los
Angeles city limits. The distance from the city limits
of Los Angeles varied from a low of 0.8 miles for
South Pasadena to 2.6 miles for Glendale. Only three
of them (Alhambra, Glendale and South Pasadena)
met the second requirement of having a population of
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Some of the branches and stations did not have their
designation as part of their canceling device. For in-
stance, Dolgeville Branch and Shorb Branch never
used a cancel that had the word “branch” in it. In fact,
in the case of these two branches, they used the same
cancel in their branch period as they did in their inde-
pendent post office period. A number of other branches
and stations also never used their designation in their
cancels. The difference was that this group used a
different cancel in their station/branch period than they
did when they were an independent post office. The
postal units that fall into this category are: Alhambra
Br., Colegrove Sta., Glendale Br., Prospect Park  (both
station and branch) and South Pasadena Br.

The cancellations used at South Pasadena will illus-
trate the variety of postmark designs shown in table
8. Figure 11 shows a South Pasadena duplex cancel
on a registry re-
ceipt card dated
July 19, 1906. It
was mailed during
the independent
period of this of-
fice. After South
Pasadena became
a station of Los
Angeles on Janu-
ary 1, 1908, it be-
gan using the can-
cellation shown in
figure 12. This
post card was
mailed on March

20, 1908, and is postmarked “ Los Angeles, Cal./So.
Pasadena Sta.”. On July 1, 1908, all the stations lo-
cated outside of the city limits were converted to
branches. Figure 13 shows a post card mailed on Oc-
tober 3, 1908, postmarked “Los Angeles, Cal./S. Pasa-
dena Br.”. Shortly after this, South Pasadena Branch
began using a cancellation that did not have any desig-
nation in it. An example of this is shown in figure 14.
This postal card was mailed on March 25, 1909, and
appears to be from an independent post office. Some
stations and branches used the same non-designated
cancellation in both their independent and station/
branch periods. Others, like South Pasadena used a
brand new non-designated cancellation type.

An example of a Hollywood cancellation from its in-
dependent period is shown in figure 15. This post card
was mailed on March 16, 1907, about ten months be-

fore it became a
Los Angeles sta-
tion. An example
of a cancellation
used at Holly-
wood Station is
shown in figure
16. It is struck on
a cover from the
Pacific States
Telephone and
Telegraph Com-
pany. This attrac-
tive American
machine flag can-
cel is dated May
25, 1908, about

five weeks before it became a
branch of Los Angeles.

A duplex cancel from Prospect
Park’s branch period is shown in
figure 17. It is dated June or July
19, 1909. Prospect Park became a
station of Los Angeles on January
1, 1908, and was converted to a
branch on July 1, 1908. Standard
duplex cancels are known from
both these periods that show the
branch/station designation. The
cancellation shown in figure 17
was also used in both periods. This
cancellation is different than the
one used during Prospect Park’s
independent post office period.

Figure 11 Registry receipt card used at South Pasadena when it was an
independent post office, dated July 19, 1906.

Figure 12 This was the first cancellation used at Los Angeles’ South Pasadena
Station after it was converted to a station of Los Angeles on January 1, 1908.
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Figure 13  An example of a Los
Angeles South Pasadena Branch
cancellation used after all the Los
Angeles stations located outside of
its city limits were converted to
branches on July 1, 1908.
�

Figure 14  Another example of a
Los Angeles South Pasadena
Branch cancellation, dated
March 25, 1909. Like some other
Los Angeles branches from this
period, it did not have the branch.
designation as part of its
cancellation.

Figure 17 Duplex cancel from Los
Angeles Prospect Park Branch in the
early summer of 1909. In addition to
this cancellation, which did not have
a branch designation, a standard
duplex cancellation was in use that
did have “Branch” in it.

Figure 16 Cover postmarked
from Los Angeles Hollywood
Station on May 25, 1908,
about five weeks before it was
converted to a branch of Los
Angeles.

Figure 15 Post card used at
Hollywood when it was an
independent post office, mailed
about ten months before it
became a station of Los Angeles
on January 1, 1908.
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marked December 15, 1904, with a
type 2 Doane cancel. It was routed
through the Main Los Angeles post
office on its way to Madison, WI.

Los Angeles’ Station
Locations Just
Before the
Consolidations of
August 28, 1909
The number of Los Angeles stations
at the end of August 1909 stood at
54. This was an increase of 20 sta-
tions since the end of 1906. Please
refer to map 4 to see the location
of these stations. Map key 4 lists
the Main post office and these sta-
tions, their street addresses and the
date they moved to their locations.

The Shoestring annexation (addition seven) now had
three stations. It still had Station S, which was estab-
lished before this area was annexed, as shown on map
3. In addition, Stations U & V had been established in
the northern part of this area. No stations had been
established south of Station V in the strip portion of the
Shoestring annexation.

No stations had been established in the Garvanza an-
nexation area (addition five) or the University annex-
ation area (addition six). In fact, the University area
had no stations at all within its boundaries. It was served
by University Station, located a block east of it. The
Garvanza area was only served by Garvanza Station.

Figure 18 shows a duplex cancel from Spaulding
Branch. Spaulding was never an independent post of-
fice. It was established on December 1, 1908, when
Station 8’s name was changed to Spaulding. The loca-
tion of the station moved from just northwest of down-
town Los Angeles (see map 3) to about a mile south-
east of Glendale. As such, it was now about two miles
outside of the Los Angeles city limits (see map 1).
Since it was outside of the city limits, it was now a
branch. The cancellation shown in figure 18 is the only
reported type from Spaulding. No cancellations with a
version of “branch” have been reported from here.
This post card was mailed on January 22, 1909, less
than two months after it was es-
tablished.

When the Hollywood post office
became a station of Los Angeles
on January 1, 1908, it qualified for
free city delivery service. Similar to
the discontinuance of post offices
when RFD routes were established,
the addition of city free delivery
routes sometimes led to the closing
of some post offices. Such was the
case of Cahuenga. It was discon-
tinued on the same day as Holly-
wood was. The new free city de-
livery route now took in the area
served by the Cahuenga post office,
which made it redundant. A cancel-
lation from the office is shown in
figure 19. This post card was post-

Figure 18 Post card mailed from Los Angeles Spaulding Branch on January
22, 1909, less than two months after it was established. It was located outside
the city limits and was never an independent post office.

Figure 19  Post card canceled on December 15, 1904, at Cahuenga when it
was an independent post office. It closed on December 31, 1907, when
Hollywood’s free city delivery route made this office redundant.
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The Highland Park annexation area (addition three)
had added Station 16. This area now had two stations,
number 16 and Highland Park Station.

The Southern and Western annexation area (addition
four) had the greatest growth in the number of sta-
tions outside of the original Spanish land grant area.

Stations K and 10, as well as Pico Heights Station,
were all present at the end of 1906 (see map 3). Five
new stations had been added: R, 2, 19, 20 and 29.

Thirteen additional stations were added to the area of
the original Spanish land grant (addition one). Several
new types of cancellations were being used during this
period in this area. Figure 20 shows a post card mailed

7 
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(Re)Established 
or Moved 

Station/Annexation/Consolidation Year Month Day Location 
Shoestring - 7 1906 12 26 Approved by court 8/28/08 
Main Post Office S. Grand @ 7th St. 
1 1906 8 17 1900 S. Main St. 
2 1909 CD 17 1832 W. Washinoton Blvd. 
3 1907 CD 3291 S. Main St. 
4 1905 7 15 244 W. 23rd St. 
5 1901 7 1 1401 Mateo St. 
6 1909 CD 901 Euclid Ave. 
7 1907 CD W. Washington & S. Burlington Aves. 
8 1905 8 30 1300 N. Main St. 
9 1907 CD 712 W. 3rd St. 
10 1906 8 1 154 E. 40th St. 
11 1906 12 15 121 E. 23rd St. 
12 1908 CD 2100 w. 7th 
13 1909 CD 1798 N. Main 
14 1907 5 16 653 S. Broadway 
15 1907 6 1 800 N. Evergreen Ave. 
16 1910 CD 298 York Blvd. 
17 1907 9 16 2170 W. Sunset Blvd. 
18 1907 9 16 3400 Dayton Ave. 
19 1909 CD 1479 E. Vernon Ave. 
20 1907 9 16 1790 W. Jefferson Blvd. 
21 1907 9 16 900 S. San Pedro St. 
22 1907 9 16 1201 S. Central Ave. 
23 1909 CD 251 E. 1st St. 
24 1909 CD 800 S. Broadway 
25 1909 CD 2126 W. Pico Blvd. 
26 1909 CD 2500 W. Washington Blvd. 
27 1909 CD 2829 S. San Pedro St. 
28 1910 CD 752 S. Chicago St. 
29 1910 CD 5506 S. Central Ave. 
30 1910 CD 203 E. 5th St. 
31 1910 CD 1028 W. 9th St. 
A 1906 8 17 109 N. Daly St 
B 1906 CD 1956 E. 1st St. 
c 1903 5 1 206 New High St. 
D 1907 CD 1110 W. 24th St. 
E 1903 10 5 1656 Temple St. 
F 1905 8 17 1912 S. San Pedro St. 
G 1906 6 30 2602-1/2 Central Ave. 
H 1907 CD 1312 S. Figueroa St. 
K 1909 CD 4332 S. Central Ave. 
L 1905 7 15 1st & Indiana Sis. 
M 1905 7 1 Allesandro & D Sts. 
N 1906 8 17 415 S. Broadway 
J 1905 8 15 252 S. Spring St. 
p 1906 8 17 400 N. Hoover 
R 1909 CD 4754 Moneta Ave. 
s 1906 8 1 64th St. & South Park Ave. 

1907 CD 4442 Turquoise St. 
u 1907 9 16 4277 S. Vermont Ave. 
y 1907 9 16 8032 S. Vermont Ave. 
Arcade Sta. 1904 11 15 529 S. Central Ave. 
Garvanza Sta. 1906 8 17 105 Ave. 64 South 
Highland Park Sta. 1906 8 17 112 W. Ave. 57 
Pico Heights Sta. 1906 8 17 1305 El Molino St. 
Spaulding Br. 1908 12 1 1714 Merrill Ave. 
Sunset Hills Sta. 1908 12 1 3623 Sunset Blvd. 
University Sta. 1909 CD 719 W. Jefferson Blvd. 
Wilmington- 8 & San Pedro - 9 1909 8 28 

Note: 
1) CD = Los Angeles city directory. 

Map key 4 Los Angeles stations at August 27, 1909. 
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on February 2, 1909, addressed to Ellsworth, IL. It is
canceled with an International machine cancel at Sta-
tion C. The “1” in the wavy lines indicates it was from
machine number one. The “C” in the wavy lines indi-
cated that this piece of mail was collected, as opposed
to being in transit or having been received from an-
other post office, branch or station.

Figure 21 shows a post card mailed on April 21, 1909,
addressed to Danville, IL. It is postmarked with a Barry
machine cancel at Arcade Station. There is a “1” in
the bars just to the right of the date, though it is hard to
see. Like the International machines, this also stands
for the machine number.

Addendum
Los Angeles Stations - A Further
Examination of Which Ones Were
Located in Businesses
In the first part of this series, it was determined that all
the numbered stations with available information were
located in businesses. Some of the lettered stations
were also located in businesses, though none of the
named stations were. Table 9 shows all the stations
of Los Angeles during the period from 1899 through
1905 (except for Eddy Station, which has information
from 1906). The year 1905 is the cutoff date for this
table as this was the last year that the Los Angeles

city directories showed clerks and
superintendents in the station list-
ings. These listings gave the ad-
dresses of the stations as well. In
order to figure out in what type of
business a station may be found,
one needs to know the name of the
person in charge of the station. The
main part of the city directory can
then be consulted to see if the per-
son in charge had the same address
as the station, and if so, what kind
of business they ran.

Just as in part 1 of this series, all
the numbered stations were lo-
cated in businesses. The most
popular business was a grocery
store, with four different stations
operating in them. Two of them

Figure 20 Post card mailed from Los Angeles Station C postmarked by an
International machine cancel on February 2, 1909.

Figure 21 Post card mailed from Los Angeles Arcade Station postmarked by a
Barry machine cancel on April 21, 1909.
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Table 9 Businesses that had postal stations in them as listed in them as listed in the Los Angeles city directories
from 1898 through 1905.

City Directory 
Station Year(s) Business 

A 1899-1905 Not located in a business; was located in a drug store prior to 1899. 
B 1899-1905 Not located in a business 
c 1899-1905 Not located in a business 
D 1899-1903 West End Pharmacy 
D 1904-1905 Not located in a business 
E 1899-1903 Drug store 
E 1904-1905 Not located in a business 
F 1901-1905 Not located in a business; was located in a grocery store prior to 1900. 
G 1899-1903 Drug store 
G 1903 Smith Bros. Grocery per Los Angeles Public Library photo collection. 
G 1904-1905 Not located in a business 
H 1899-1901 Wood, coal, hay, grain, notions & real estate 
H 1902-1903 Grocery store 
H 1904-1905 Not located in a business 
K 1899-1903 Groceries, feed & fuel 
K 1904-1905 J.F. Lehman Furniture Co. 
Eddy Sta. * 1906 Grocery store 
Garvanza Sta. 1901-1902 No listing 
Garvanza Sta. 1904-1905 Not located in a business 
Highland Park Sta. 1901-1903 No listing 
Highland Park Sta. 1904-1905 Not located in a business 
Ivanhoe Sta. 1904 No listing 
Ivanhoe Sta. 1905 A.A. Colby Grocery 
Pico Heights Sta. 1899-1903 Not located in a business; Clerk is a clergyman (was at Sta. J) 
Pioo Heights Sta. 1904-1905 Dry goods store 
South Park Sta. 1905 Kroesen Bros. Real Estate 
University Sta. 1899 Not located in a business 
University Sta. 1901-1904 Not located in a business; Clerk is an agent for S.P. Co. 
University Sta. 1905 Bakery 
1 1901 Drug store 
1 1902-1904 Clothing store 
1 1905 W.K. Lockwood grocer 
2 1901-1905 Broadway Dept. Store 
3 1899-1903 Consumers' Grocery 
3 1904-1905 Thayer & Co. Books 
4 1902-1903 People's Store 
4 1905 H.L. Swift Stationary 
5 1899-1901 Groceries, tinware, wood, coal, hay & grain 
5 1902-1903 Grocery 
5 1904-1905 L.A. Dutor Groceries 
6 1899-1903 No listing 
6 1904-1905 Viole & Lopizich Druggists & agents for Anyvo Co. 

• The 1905 Official Register listed Joseph Eddy as a Los Angeles postal clerk. Mr. Eddy's name was in a 
section of the listing that had mostly contract station clerks. The 1906 CD (which covers 1905) listed 
Joseph Eddy as a grocer living at 2501 Long Beach Ave., which was the address for Eddy Station. Therefore, 
this short-lived (exactly 12 months) station was named after him. There are no postmarks reported from this station. 

Notes: 
1) City directories were published around October of the preceeding year. 

Therefore, a 1904 CD listing would actually be for the year 1903. 
2) No numbered stations listed in the 1899 CD. 
3) No P.O. listings in 1900 CD. 
4) Only numbered stations 1 & 21isted in the 1901 CD. 
5) 1903 CD listings are the same as 1902. 
6) Citv directories onlv showed clerks and superindendents for 1899-1905. 
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were named after their owners, while one of them
used the more generic “Consumer’s Grocery”. The
fourth one sold a wide variety of items in addition to
groceries: tin ware, wool, coal, hay and grain. Station
3 was located in Thayer and Company Books for a
few years, while Station 4 was located in H.L. Swift
Stationary in 1905. Station 1 was located in a small
clothing store in the 1902 through 1904 city directo-
ries. Station 4 was located in a much larger retail store,
the People’s Store. This establishment was founded in
1881, and was bought out by the May Company in
1923. The Broadway Department Store was the home
of Station 2 starting in 1901. This store was founded in
1896, and survived for the next 100 years until it was
acquired by Federated Department Stores in 1996.

Two stations were located for a few years in drug
stores. Station 1 was in such a business, while Station
6 was located in the drug store run by Viole and Lopizich
per the 1904 and 1905 Los Angeles city directories.
John Lopizich was a prominent citizen of Los Ange-
les, having arrived there in the early 1880’s. He estab-
lished the Viole-Lopizich Drug Company, which closed
in 1924. They advertised that they spoke French, Span-
ish, Italian, Arabic and Greek. He was one of the first
Croatian men to receive a druggist’s diploma and op-
erate a drug store. In 1904, he founded the Interna-
tional Savings and Loan Exchange Bank. This bank
was acquired by the Bank of Italy in 1917, the fore-
runner of Bank of America.  He was knighted in 1924
by the King of Italy for his work among the Italian
people.

The lettered stations during this same period were
moving in another direction. By 1905, only one of them
was still located in a business. Stations B and C, which
were never located in a business prior to 1900, contin-
ued their stand-alone ways in the 1899-1905 period.
Stations A and F, which were located in businesses
prior to 1900, now were the sole occupants of their
locations. Four other lettered stations were located in
businesses in the 1899 through 1903 city directories.
Three of them were located in drug or grocery stores.
One was located in a store that sold wood, coal, hay,
grain and notions, as well as real estate. All four of
them were not located in businesses in the 1904 and
1905 city directories. Only Station K was located in a
business from 1899 through 1905. It was in a store
that sold groceries, feed and fuel through 1903, before
moving to the J.F. Lehman Furniture Company in 1904.

The named stations took another direction as well.
There were only two of them open during the period
covered by part one of this series, Pico Heights and
University Stations. Both of them were not located in
businesses prior to 1900. The 1905 city directory had
Pico Heights Station located in a dry goods store, while
University Station was located in a bakery. Two of the
larger stations, Garvanza and Highland Park, were
never located in a business. The three other named
stations were located in businesses. Eddy Station was
located in a grocery store owned by its clerk, Joseph
Eddy. Ivanhoe Station was located in the A.A. Colby
grocery store, while South Park Station was located in
the Kroesen Brothers Real Estate office.

The issue of whether postal employees or private citi-
zens ran these stations was discussed in part one of
this series. The salaries of the clerks and superinten-
dents who ran these stations were examined. The con-
clusion was that stations with starting salaries of $100
were most likely run by private citizens, while POD
employees ran the other stations. This trend continued
for the period 1899-1905. All six numbered stations
had starting salaries of $100. These salaries were in-
creased $100 a year for each year a clerk served there.
They were all located in businesses.

Three of the named stations, Eddy; Ivanhoe and South
Park, had starting salaries of $100 and were all lo-
cated in businesses. These stations were also most
likely run by private citizens. Most of the other let-
tered and named stations had beginning salaries of
$300-$500 that increased by $100 a year (and some-
times $200 a year). The larger stations had starting
salaries of $1,000 effective with fiscal year 1903. Some
of these stations which were run by clerks were lo-
cated in businesses, while others were not. Unlike the
pre-1900 period, stations run by superintendents were
not located in businesses.

The next and final part of this three-part series will
cover auxiliary markings used at the Main Los Ange-
les post offices and its stations and branched through
August 1909. The focus will be on the directory clerks
who had to deal with the growth of Los Angeles both
in terms of territorial and population growth, plus all
the transients who visited the area.
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Exhibits
The master list of all the dates of establishment, dis-
continuance dates and changes in location for the Los
Angeles stations from June 1899 to August 1909 are
shown in exhibit 1. This list is drawn from both official
and unofficial sources.

Miscellaneous statistics showing the growth of the Los
Angeles postal system are presented as exhibits 2
through 5. Exhibit 2 shows the increase in city carrier
districts, the number of letter and package deposit boxes
and the number of stations. These figures all came

from the Los Angeles city directories. Exhibit 3 shows
the number of letter carriers and clerks from 1899
through 1909. This information came from both the
Annual Reports of the PMG and the Official Regis-
ters. Exhibit 4 shows selected years and periods for
the sale of stamps at both the Main Los Angeles post
office and its branches and stations. These figures
came from the Los Angeles Times. Exhibit 5 shows a
summary of post offices discontinued due to the growth
of the Los Angeles postal system from June 1899
through August 1909.
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(Re)Established 

or Moved Discontinued 
Station Year Month Da Location Year Month Dav Remarks 

lnd 7/01/07; "Annex" added 11/05130; 
moved toRR depot w/NCT Terminal 

Arcade 1904 11 15 529 S. Central Ave. Annex 5/27140 
B 1904 co 1508 E. 1st St 
B 1905 9 28 1962 E. 1St St 
B 1905 co 2131 E. 1st St. 
B 1906 co 1956 E. 1st St 
c 1902 4 1 215-17 Franklin St. 

NE cor Franklin & New 
c 1903 5 1 High St. 
c 1906 8 17 206 New High St. 
ColeQrove Sta. 1908 1 1 230 Santa Monica Ave. 
0 1902 7 1 1217 W. Washington St. 
D 1907 CD 1110 W. 24th St 
Dolgeville Br. 1909 2 1 Palm Ave., Dolgeville 
E 1902 12 1 1656 Temple St. 
E 1903 10 5 1654 Temple St. 

25th Sl. & longbeach 
Eddy 1905 7 1 Ave. 1906 6 30 NCTSta. G 
F 1899 10 24 1910 S. Main St. 
F 1905 3 8 1912 San Pedro St 
F 1905 8 17 1910 S. San Pedro St. 

Consolidation of Sta P & Eddy; d isc 
G 1906 6 30 2602-1/2 Central Ave. 10/15152 NCT Green 

64th Ave. @Pasadena Was Garvanza P.O. est 5/11/87; d isc 
Garvanza 1901 7 1 Ave. 6130/01 
Garvanza 1906 8 17 105 Ave. 64 South 
Glendale Br. 1909 2 1 710 w. 4th St.. Glendale 
H 1903 3 1 636 W. Pico SL Disc 11/30121 
H 1907 CD 1312 S. Fiaueroa St. 

Was Highland Park P.O . est3/08195; 
Highland Park 1901 7 1 5701 Pasadena Ave. est 6/01/01 per Salley 
Highland Park 1906 8 17 112 W. Ave. 57 
Hollvwood Sta. 1908 1 1 124 S. Cahuenaa 
Ivanhoe 1904 7 1 3623 Imogen St. 
Ivanhoe 1906 8 17 3623 Sunset Blvd. Disc 12/01108 NCT Sunset Hills Sla 
K 1901 11 20 4401 Central Ave. 

S. Vernon @ 
K 1906 6 1 Washington 
K 1906 8 17 1060 E. Vernon Ave. 
K 1909 co 4332 S. Central Ave. 
l 1905 7 15 1st & Indiana Sts. lnd Sta; disc 11/01/51 NCT Lugo 
L 1909 CD 3511 E. 1st St. 

Was Bairdstown; d isc 2/01/49 NCT El 
M 1905 7 1 Allesandro & 0 Sts. Sereno 
M 1909 co 1839 Allesandro 
N 1905 8 15 403 S. Broadwav Was Sta 2; disc 2120/50 NCT Subwav 
N 1906 8 17 415 S. Broadway 
0 1905 8 15 252 S. Spring St. Was Sta 3; disc 8115128 
p 1905 12 1 2602 Central Ave. 1906 6 30 Was Sta 1; Disc 6/30/06 & Trans to G 
p 1906 8 1 Temple & Hoover Sts. Disc 2/1 1/35 
p 1906 8 17 400 N. Hoover 
p 1909 co 302 N. Hoover 
Pico Heights 1900 11 1 2767 Pico St. 
Pico Heiahts 1906 8 17 1305 El Molino St. 
Prospect Park Sta. 1906 1 1 1430 Edgemont 
Prospect Park Sta. 1910 co 1540 Edgemont 

Brooklyn & Evergreen 
R 1906 6 1 Sts. Disc 10/15/52 NCT Ramirez 
R 1906 8 17 400 N. Evergreen Ave. 
R 1909 co 4776 Moneta Ave. 

64th St. & South Park 
s 1906 8 1 Ave. Disc 12/01106 NCT Spauld ing 
s 1909 co 1700 E. Slauson Ave. 

Mission Rd. & Raymond 
Shorb Br. 1909 3 16 Ave. 
South Park 1904 10 1 5432 South Park Ave. 
South Park 1905 1 31 5450 South Park Ave. 1906 12 4 NCT Sta. 11 
South Pasadena Sta. 1908 1 1 1005 Mission Rd. 
SpauldinQ Br. 1906 12 1 1714 Merrill Ave. 
Sunset Hills Sta. 1908 12 1 Was Ivanhoe Sta. 

Rubio St. & longbeach 
T 1906 8 1 Ave. 
T 1906 9 22 Emerald St. @ Ruby St. 
T 1907 co 4442 Turquoise St. Disc 6/30/07 
T 1910 co 4415 Turquois 
u 1907 9 16 4277 S. Vermont Ave. Disc 6/30/13 
University 1905 CD 3701 Wesley Ave. 
University 1906 8 17 3724 Wesley Ave. Disc 6/30/13 
University Sta. 1909 CD 719 W. Jefferson 

S. Vermont Ave. @ 
v 1907 9 16 Palm Ave. Disc 8/01/52 NCT Ascot 
Volleimet Rur. Sta. 1907 5 6 1907 6 30 
v 1909 co 6032 S. Vermont Ave. 

NOTES: 
1) CD = L.A. city directory. These directories were published in the early Fall of the preceedlng year. 

Therefore, a 1910 city directory reflects the situation around August 1909. 
2) NCT = name changed to. 
3) No P.O. listings in 1900 city d irectory. 
4) Independent stations can receive & dispatch registered mail directly without passing through the main ofice. 

Exhibit 1 Los Angeles stations established and discontinued from June 1899 to August 1909. 
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City Carrier Districts: Package Deposit Boxes: Stations: 

Year Number 
1901 73 

Year Number 
1901 21 

Year Number 
ll!U' lJ 

1902 75 1902 21 1902 16 
1903 75 1903 34 1903 16 
1904 75 1904 34 1904 18 
1905 75 1905 41 1905 21 

1906 N/A 1906 34 
1907 57 1907 34 

Letter Deposit Boxes: 1908 50 
1909 54 

Year Number 
1901 410 

Notes: 
1) All figures are from the Los Angeles city directories. 

1902 410 
1903 450 

2) The city directories were published in the fall of the preceeding year, 

1904 450 
1905 518 
1906 N/A 
1907 588 

therefore, a 1910 listing was really for 1909, and so on. 
3) No post office information given in the 1900 city directory 
4) Not all figures were given for every year the city directory was published. 
5) City carrier district numbers were not given after the 1905 edition. 
6) Letter and package deposit box numbers were not given after the 1907 edition. 

Exhibit 2 Miscellaneous statistics for the years 1901 through 1909 reflecting the growth of the Los Angeles post office: 
Number of city carrier districts, number of letter and package deposit boxes and number of stations. 

Year Ending City Carriers Clerks 
June 30 Regular Increase Substitute Number Increase 

1899 62 9 48 
1901 73 17.74% 15 63 31 .25% 
1903 93 27.40% 29 118 87.30% 
1905 138 48.39% 29 179 51.69% 
1907 196 42.03% N/A 237 32.40% 
1909 236 20.41% N/A 346 45.99% 

Notes: 
1) The federal government 's fiscal year ended on June 30 during the period under study. 
2) Figures for carriers for the years 1899 to 1909 come from the Official Register. 

It was only published in odd-numbered years. Figures for substitute carriers were only given for the years 1899-1905. 
3) Figures for clerks come from the Official Register. It was only published in odd-numbered years. 

Exhibit 3 Number of Los Angeles city carriers and clerks 1899-1909. 

Percentage 
Period Receipts Increase 

1904 $599,000.00 
1905 $719,083.04 20.05% 
1906 $850,579.00 18.29% 
March 1908 $87,176.04 
March 1909 $1 10,359.74 26.59% 

First period sales topped a million dollars: 

lYE 7/31/07 I $1,oo7,535.88 (1l l 

Note: 
1) 17th in national rank in terms of annual stamp sales 

Exhibit 4 Los Angeles Main post office and stations stamp sales. 

Date Discontinued 
PostOffico Year Month Day Reason Discontinuod 

Alhambra 1909 1 31 OUtside of Los .AnQelea city llmils • Converted to a branch to Qet free cltv delivery service. 
Cahuenaa 1907 12 31 Establishment of froe citv delivery service at HollYWOOd whon it became a branch or LA. 
Colegrove 1 1907 12 31 OtJtskte of Los Atlq.eles city Omits • Converted to a station to aet free citv delivery service. 
DoiQevifle 1909 1 31 Outside of Los AnQeles citv Umits. Convened 10 a branch to Qet free citv delivery service. 
Garvanza 1901 6 30 Garvanza annexation of 6112/1899 • Converted to a station. 
Glendale 1909 1 31 OUtside of Los AJ1Qeles cltv llmits • Converted to a branch to Qet free cltv d&livery owrvlce. 
HiQhland Pari< 1901 5 31 HIQhland Pari< annexation of 10/1811895. Convened to a station. 
HollYWOOd 1 1907 12 31 OUtside of Los AJ1<>eles cltv limits • Converted to a station to Qet froo ci1V delivery service. 
Montebello 1907 6 29 Establishment of RFD Route 6 on 11/01/1905. 
Prosoect Pari< (1 1907 12 31 OUtside of Los Al1ooles cltv limits ·Converted to a station to oet free citv delivery service. 
Short> 1909 3 15 OUtside of Los Al1ooles citv limits ·Converted to a branch to oet free citv delivery service. 
South Pasadena {1) 1907 12 31 OUtside of Los Anoeles citv limits ·Converted to a station to oet rroo cltv delivery service. 
Verou<>o 1902 9 30 Establishment of RFO Route 1 on 4/01/1902. 

Notes: 
1) The following post offices were disoonlinued on 12/31/1907: Colegrove, Hollywood. Prospect Pari< & South Pasadena. They were all 

initially converted to L.A. stations. Their station periods all ran from 1/0111908 through 6130/1908, when they atl became branches. 

Exhibit 5 Summary of post offices discontinued due to 1ho growth ollhe Los Angelos postal system from June 1899 to August t909. 
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1847, an Interesting Year1847, an Interesting Year1847, an Interesting Year1847, an Interesting Year1847, an Interesting Year

Figure 1 An 1847 partial calendar showing months when interesting events in
George’s life would take place, as well as fascinating events that were whirling about
America and looking toward a remarkable future.

by Tom Clarke

No, we won’t discuss the first US stamp issue.  We
will mention a few events of interest to Americans in
the second quarter of that year and a postal history
connection.

At the end is the transcript of a letter written on May
2, 1847.  It is addressed from Harrisburg PA to Dr. I.
B. Lathrop of Springville, Susquehanna County, PA,
on the NY state border.  The cancel in a very fine but
a very lightly struck blue
HARRISBURG / May / 3
/ Pa., accompanied by an
integral straight line PAID
5 (large).

If by chance the writer
was born in Springville,
would he be sufficiently
affluent to receive what
appears to be a fine edu-
cation?  Was Dr I. B.
Lathrop the area medical
man or a minister?
Springville is in the “End-
less Mountains” region of
Northeastern Pennsylvania
and today has 2250 citizens,
most of whom work in
quarrying, trans

port, office and professional occupations. But in the
early 19th century, its people, probably no more than
300, harvested maple sugar, the area’s first major prod-
uct.  Lumbering followed along with the ancillary in-
dustries of making furniture, artistic scrolls and designs,
and wooden toys.

That’s the woodsy, outdoor world our letter writer,
George Lathrop, was living in (just visiting?) before he
headed to the southern side of the state to seek his

Figure 2 This letter sent to northern Susquehanna County in Pennsylvania contain lots
of clues to a variety of interesting aspects of life in 1847, just weeks before the issue of
the first US postage stamps.
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fortune.  Perhaps he was an 18
year old, and he decided to sell
books.  He doesn’t indicate
where the books came from.
The fact that he claims he must
sell 5000 of them over the sum-
mer may imply he was selling
a family member’s library es-
tate (but that’s a huge number
for any period), or had connec-
tions with one of the prominent
Philadelphia publishing houses
to sell theirs on commission.
But 5000?  We’ll take him at
his word.

His family it seems is close and
mutually loving and caring, even
as far as the cousin’s line.  He
is well educated, and though he
does not use the familiar ‘thee’
and ‘friend’ so as to mark him a Quaker, he may have
had a quality Quaker education, or simply one equally
comprehensive from a private academy (public edu-
cation was not fully born).  How do we know this?
The spelling and grammar is almost flawless, which is
fairly rare for that period.

He uses periods at the end of each sentence –for the
first two pages, after which he becomes fatigued and
on page three lapses into using dashes to separate his
thoughts.  He admits that it’s near supper time (which
may well mean lunch in modern terms, a more British
usage).  A continuous habit is his lack of the rules of
hyphenation at the end of a line.  He breaks words
wherever he wants. In addition, he pick up another
bad habit along the way: spelling ‘folks’ with an un-
necessary ‘a’.

He may come from farming stock, since we can infer
that Lancaster PA is his home.  Dr. Lathrop, his cousin,
perhaps himself plucked from the farmland around
Lancaster, is far from home in northeaster Pennsyl-
vania in mountain country.  George had just been there,
maybe he had lived with the Doctor for awhile, but it
still is an out of the way region.

If Lancaster, “Pennsylvania Dutch” country, was the
family seat, then George had come back to the heady
aroma of cow manure, still apparent when driving
through.  But George is a bookman now.  If an elder
brother were in line to inherit the hypothetical farm,
our writer might have to find an alternate occupation.

Or, he may just want to earn enough money over sev-
eral years to put money down on his own farm or store
or medical education.

Getting there

He is impressed by the steam engines of the day and
speedy transportation is his lifeline.  It took from 1 PM
to 3 PM to travel to Harrisburg from Lancaster, so he
took the “Pha & Harrisburg Rail Road” train north-
west for about an hour and a half.  The accompanying
1847 state map shows the route (and by the fractional
numbers, their tiny populations) (map 1).  He later men-
tions how popular a route it must be, since he esti-
mates (probably wildly) that 1000 people rode the cars
that day.

Still we get his drift, since ‘steam cars’, though dan-
gerous, were exploding in popularity.  People were fi-
nally able to break the 20-mile radius that bound most
people their entire lives, birth to death.  In a twinkling,
they could now visit long lost family and friends or go
on undreamed of holidays.

George’s own words sum up the reason many remained
home before (and even after) rails were laid.  His stage
(and part canal) trip from Springville PA was awful, he
tells his cousin, Dr. Lathrop.  “I could not visit at any
distance from home without a great inconvenience”.
Because of his later railroad experience, George be-
comes a convert.  (And perhaps, he will never visit
cousin I B in rugged Springville again.)

Map 1 This 1847 map shows the southeastern portion of Pennsylvania, and the
towns essential to this letter: Philadelphia, Lancaster, Harrisburg, and West
Chester (arrows), and their small populations in thousands (the numbers).
Railroad lines indicate town connections, thus the “shrinking” of the 19th world.
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Figure 3 This letter was entered and canceled at the Post Office when it was housed at the
Merchants Exchange (1833/4-1853/8).  While our bookman was (probably) rooming at the Rail
Road Hotel in May 1847 he may have brushed the shoulder of the sender of this message as he
entered to ask if  any letters for him had arrived.

After 3-4 days George reports that he will head back
toward Lancaster from Harrisburg via Middletown,
which was surely a stop on the P & H RR, since it’s in
a direct line with Lancaster (though not shown on the
map).  There he’ll spend only one or two days –how
many books can you sell to a village (very old though it
is) of about 1000?

From Lancaster he’ll be off again, eastward to West
Chester and be “ready for opperations”.  To get to
West Chester, though, he’d need a stage coach,
especially if he is lugging a portion of his stock in
trade.   Afterward, he will return to Philadelphia,
some two weeks later (roughly May 23).

Residing temporarily in Philadelphia, he will be
within weeks of the release of the first US post-
age stamps at the Main Post Office.  Unfortu-
nately, he will depart about June 3rd he estimates,
so we can only wonder when he will see his first
brown Franklin or black Washington.

The new prepaid, gummed labels must have been
talked about in some of the many Philadelphia
newspapers, but the writer has yet to see an ac-
tual reference.  Assuming George would stay at
the bargain Rail Road Hotel again (at 50 cents per
day), he would be three to four blocks walking
distance of the Post Office, then housed at

the Merchant’s Exchange Building, located on the north
side  of Walnut Street at the corner of Third Street.

One thing that claims his utmost attention is his con-
stant reminders to write him as he does his varied friends
and relatives.  He requests letters be addressed to
whichever town post office he will reach along the
way, so he is careful to calculate the days here and
there.  He mentions specifically to his Doctor Cousin

Figure 4 The Merchants Exchange, seen here in a 1910 era
picture postcard, was where up and coming George Lathrop
wanted his mail addressed when in Philly.  The Post Office
progressively moved toward West Philadelphia, but in 1847 it
couldn’t be any further east (near the Delaware River) than
when it occupied offices at the Exchange.
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to address the letter in care of the well-known “Ex-
change Office”, where George will find his mail and
be able simultaneously to try to hobnob with the elite
businessmen of the day who congregate there.

Money Talks

Let’s not forget his earnings for his labors.  He very
proudly quotes a clear profit of $24 last week, out of
the $40 earned “since my return”, an unspecified pe-
riod.  He tantalizes his former teaching-cousin, Austin,
by suggesting he come work for him.  Austin had once
taught in Philly, though his position is now filled by an-
other ‘gentleman’.  Still, Austin might want to leave
the farm to which he returned and be paid by entre-
preneur George at $20 per week plus expenses!

Using our handy web computer for the relative worth
of historic  money sums, we see he earned $624 last
week clear, $804 since his return, and Austin should
like to revel in the $402 George would pay him per
week. Not bad at all for comparative young wage earn-
ers today.

Farm Prices

In April and May, 1847, weather conditions over much
of the eastern half of the country changed from mild
and dry to wet and cold.  This is the general impres-
sion from a variety of regions, including New Jersey
and New England and as far west as Fort Snelling
MN, after googling “weather +1847”.  The conditions
in May, in particular, seem to have headed south.  At
Ft. Snelling, the military weather log read in part, “May
once again presented a major relative contrast to April
with frequent rains, clouds, and much cooler than av-
erage temperatures.  Fourteen days had rain, totaling
4.96 inches, ten of these over the last fifteen.”

And so too in Pennsylvania, where our bookseller
mentions what not only a farmer, but most any citizen,
the majority of whom were farmers, would find inter

Figure 5 Two of these $10 gold coins as potential salary
for George’s cousin, Austin, would equal in purchasing
power today about $400 (though the gold content, as of
early March 2009, is worth more than $900).

esting: Philadelphia butter at 25 cents per lb. ($6.50 in
today’s money) and wheat at $1.50 a bushel (about 60
pounds of wheat).  In today’s money this would be
$39.00, yet according to the Christian Science Moni-
tor for March 2, 2009: “On Monday, the price of March
spring wheat on the Minneapolis Grain Exchange shot
up to $24 a bushel, the highest price ever”.  If today it
is sky high, George was witnessing galactic high prices.

Weather and Events

The weather was just as uncooperative in 1846-7 as it
is sometimes today. “The last three weeks have been
very cool & dry.  Last night & today we have had a
smart rain.  The season is unusually backward.  Fruit
trees are now only in bloom”, that is, a month behind
schedule.

Another piece of supporting evidence of the unpre-
dictable weather is this excerpt from a man in Rich-
mond VA:

The weather is mild at present but has been
astonishingly cold ... for spring, and yesterday
morning there was quite a heavy frost. Of course
all the fruit is killed, peaches, cherries, apples
and even early vegetables and the strawberries.
This and the want of ice will be a great privation
to us during our long (sic) summer.

(Nice to see a NY real estate web site utilizing postal
history! —see Reference list)

But all was not well in the far west either, weather
wise.  Had anything extraordinary affected the 1840’s
climate?  A 19th century version of el nino or la nina
perhaps?  The previous September, 1846, a freak early
winter storm reaked havoc in California, which had
just been acquired by force of arms from Mexico.

The bad weather trapped a helpless group of settlers,
men women and children, until Spring 1847 atop a high
peak, under 12 feet of blizzard snow.  The Donner
Party was caught with little food, and you will prob-
ably remember a ghoulish history teacher describing
with mock glee in his/her eyes the party’s need to can-
nibalize their dead brethren’s bodies to stay alive.

The event was recorded in the diary of one Patrick
Breen, a party member, between November 20, 1846
and March 1, 1847.  Interesting that after their rescue,
the survivors went to Sutter’s Fort, in New Helvetia,
California in March and then moved on after they re-
cuperated.  But just 10 months later, in January 1848,
gold would be discovered in the mill race of Sutter’s



May  2009 63

wood mill –a nice three pound yellow stone.  Had they
only settled there permanently and enjoyed future
riches.

While George was selling his books in the towns of
Southeastern Pennsylvania, a corrupt version of the
Donner experience (parts of Breen’s Diary) was pub-
lished in the California Star newspaper.  We can
wonder what George, Austin and other family mem-
bers thought of the horror, and if any of them one year
later were among the thousands headed for gold coun-
try to get a piece of the action.

This was an early version of the media sensationalism
that abounds today.  The year 1847 marks the begin-
ning of weather reports sent via telegraph (invented in
1844).  A glimpse at the web shows various books and
articles about historical weather and climate use the
year 1847 in their titles. The prestigious Smithsonian
Institute (founded the year before) in its Annual Re-
port for 1847 mentioned that “the extended lines of
telegraph will furnish a ready means of warning the
more northern and eastern observers to be on the watch
for the first appearance of an advancing storm.”

If George and any family members were seduced into
the California adventure, in addition to honest news-
paper reporting, maybe we should also blame a com-
bination of bad weather, newspaper sensationalism,
Samuel F B Morse’s invention, the Smithsonian An-
nual Report, and the very railroads themselves, along
whose lines many telegraph lines were placed.

And now, the letter transcription:

Figure 6  The banner of the California Star (still
publishing), wherein will appear the Breen Diary in
May 1847.  The headline shown rejoices in the defeat of
Mexico, though the treaty is still 12 months away.  Yerba
Buena in a few months will be renamed San Francisco.

Harrisburg  May 2nd 1847

Esteemed Cuz.  I take this opportunity to
address you a hasty note, hoping it may find
you in a better state of health than when I left.
My health is good.  I am busily engaged in the
book business.  Thus far I have been very
successful.  I have realized about $40 clear of all
expense since my return.  I cleared, in five days
last week $24 dollars.  I left Lancaster to day at 1
o’clock arrived here at 3.  I shall perhaps remain
here 3 or 4 days.  I have to pay 50 cts per day for
board & lodging, at the Rail Road Hotel on
Market St. No. 1. Very reasonable —50 cents less
than I anticipated. After I leave here I shall stop a
day of two at Middletown then return & spend
the Sabbath in old Lancaster.  My intention is
then to take the night line for W. Chester, so as
to be there on Monday morning, ready for
opperations.  I wish, and shall expect you to
write, to me in answer to this. Address “Ex-
change Office Philadelphia” for I expect to be in
P. in about two weeks from this if will. I shall look
for a letter at W. Chester from Cuz. Austin.  I
wrote to him a week or so since and wish him to
address W. C. Chester Co.  I have not heard yet
from my foalks since I left.  I wrote home as soon
as I returned; I have been looking for a letter for
the last week but have not yet received one.  Will
you be so kind as to state to them as well as
your people that you have recd a note from my
hand.  Tell Austin he had better stayed there and
sold books for me — he would have ////////////////
//////// realized perhaps more than he will make
from the farm.  If he could have sold as many per
month as I can I would give him $20 per Mo. and
bear his expences.  I have now in hand 5000
books to dispose of—I would like to get rid of
them during the summer. I left home rather
suddenly—more so than I anticipated when I
was last at your house. The traveling was so
very disagreeable that I could not visit at any
distance from home without a great inconve-
nience.  I had seen all my friends in Spr’e hence I
deemed it a matter of disinterestness to “loiter
about” so for a week or ten days. “Time is Life -
’tis money - ’tis precious” its minutes should be
well employed, and then its hours will be. An old
Proverb is: “take care of the minutes and the
ours will take care of themselves.”  My next
letter, if that should ever be, will be to Charles.  I
will write to him as soon as I leave Philadelphia,
which may be about a month from this.  I
returned to L. via Pottsville, Reading, Philadel-
phia.  My fare that way wasnot quite as much as
the way Austin & I returned.  Tell Austin that a
Philad’a gentlemen has taken his school.



Whole Number 23664

Figure 7 The first page of George Lathrop’s letter to his cousin I B.  The writing is mature and masculine if a bit
scribbly, and proves his fine level of schooling, at least in grammar and spelling.
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Eatables of all kinds command here a high
price.  Butter 25 cts @ lb. Corn 90 @ 95 wheat
1.50.  The wheat crop looks very unpromising.
Many fields, if every freak of Nature is favorable,
will not yield over half a crop.  The last three
weeks have been very cool & dry.  Last night &
today we have had a smart rain.  The season is
unusually backward.  Fruit trees are now only in
bloom. When you write, let me know how you all
are & how your foalks do — How my foalks
are.—The travel on the Pha & Harrisburg Rail
Road is now unusually large.  I presume 100
passengers were in the cars this day when I
came up — mostly bound W[ilmington?]. I must
close for the supper bell has rang, and I am
fearful if I finish this page I shall have to make
my supper of the leavings of others.

Excuse this miserable, disconnected scrall—
it was written in the bar room where it was
“gobber-gobber” and with a poor pen &c.

COVERCRAZY2
Postal History

NEARLY 10,000 COVERS IN OUR STORE

www.covercrazy2.com

TENS OF THOUSANDS NOT YET ON THE INTERNET

Please contact with your Want list & let us know if you would like us to notify you when new
inventory arrives

A Large stock of Postal History by State, Advertising, Fancy Cancels, Machine Cancels, RPO’s,
Foreign Covers, and much more !

We look forward to hearing from you

Anne & Elwyn (Doub) Doubleday
PO Box 119

Alton, NH  03809
(603) 875-1808

annesell@worldpath.net
Elwyn@elwyndoubleday.com

Fail not to write— Give my respects to Mary
& Mrs. Bolles, also to your father, mother,
brothers, & sister—share the same with your-
self— Yours truly with respect
                                      Geo. Lathrop

REFERENCES

1847 Dyckman letter (April 27) - http://myinwood.net/
1847-dyckman-letter/

1847 Pennsylvania map - http://www.mapsofpa.com/
19thcentury/1847no3.jpg

Copley’s Web Graphics: Universal Calendar - http://
www.copleys.com/calendar/cal6.htm

Ft Snelling MN weather - http://home.att.net/
~station_climo/YR1847.htm

Money Value comparisons -  http://
www.measuringworth.com/uscompare/

POSTAL HISTORIANS ON LINE
(Continued from page 8)

POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETIES (Listed by request)
(For a Listing of ALL U.S. State Postal History Societies  see the
Empire State Postal History Society)— http://www.esphs.org/
usphsoc.html

Michigan [Peninsular State Philatelic Society, Michagan’s Postal History
Society] — http://home.earthlink.net/~efisherco/

Military Postal History Society—http://www.militaryphs.org
Mobile Post Office Society — http://www.eskimo.com/~rkunz/
mposhome.html
Postal History Society — http://www.stampclubs.com/phs/index.htm
Postmark Collectors Club — http://www.postmarks.org
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Ralph Royce and the Philippine Bombing Raid of 1942
Far less known was a similar bombing raid against
Japanese positions led by General Ralph Royce just
one week before the Doolittle Raid. On the morning
of April 11th a group of ten B-25’s and three B-17’s
took off from Darwin in far northern Australia for the
1,500-mile flight to Mindanao, the large southern is-
land of the Philippines. At the time, American forces
led by General Wainwright were still holding out against
the Japanese from their fortified caves on Corregidor
near Manila. Wainwright had requested that
MacArthur send a squadron of bombers to attack Japa-
nese positions on Luzon in the hope that they might
break the blockade long enough to permit movement
of supplies from Cebu to Corregidor. MacArthur—
only recently evacuated to Australia himself—still clung
to some hope that assistance could be provided to the
“beleaguered garrisons”

The Royce Raid was seen as an effort to try to break
the Japanese stranglehold and demonstrate that Ameri-
can forces left behind in the Philippines were not for-
gotten. In terms of audacity and daring, the Royce
Raid was on a par with the Doolittle Raid.

Ralph Royce
Ralph Royce was born in Marquette, Michigan, in 1890.
He won an appointment to the U.S. Military Academy
at West Point and graduated with the Class of 1914.
Originally assigned to 26th Infantry, Royce served with
that unit in Texas but transferred to the Signal Corps
in 1915 in order to attend the Signal Corps Aviation
School in San Diego. After his graduation in May 1916,
Lieutenant Royce was assigned to the First Aero
Squadron at Columbus, New Mexico (figure 2). The
squadron was attached to General Pershing’s Mexi-
can Punitive Expedition in pursuit of Pancho Villa and
thus became the first aviation unit used in American
military action.

American forces joined the Allies in Europe in 1917
and in August the 1st Aero Squadron under command
of Major Ralph Royce began flying support missions
for the First and Third Corps at Château-Thierry.
Royce served as an inspiration to his pilots often lead-
ing reconnaissance flights directly into the strength of
enemy resistance. He was awarded the Croix de
Guerre and promoted to the temporary rank of lieu-
tenant colonel in September 1918.

Figure 1 Doolittle’s raid gave America a much needed
boost in confidence. It was immortalized in popular
culture in this 1944 film starring Van Johnson and
Spencer Tracy.

By Richard W. Helbock

During the early months of 1942—with America’s
public confidence badly shaken by the attack on Pearl
Harbor and subsequent Japanese advances in the Pa-
cific—an audacious bombing raid was carried out by
Lieutenant Colonel Jimmy Doolittle against Japan. The
April 18th raid, which featured an attack by modified
Air Corps B-25 bombers launched from a Navy air-
craft carrier, inflicted only limited structural damage
but profoundly boosted American morale by demon-
strating that the Japanese home island could be at-
tacked.

The public viewed the Doolittle Raid as a first step in
the revenge required paying back the Japanese for
their unprovoked Pearl Harbor attack. A feature film
titled Thirty Seconds over Tokyo was released in 1944.
Starring Spencer Tracy as Jimmy Doolittle, it immor-
talized the raid as a turning point in the Pacific war in
American popular culture. (figure 1)
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Following the war Royce was assigned as assistant
air officer at Fort Sam Houston, Texas, in 1919. This
position was followed by a series of administrative and
training roles at several U.S. air bases. In 1928 he
graduated from the Army’s Command and General
Staff School at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas.

Major Royce was assigned command of the 1st Pur-
suit Group stationed at Selfridge Field, Michigan, in
1930. In a notable and well-publicized exercise, Royce
personally led a flight of 18 planes on a winter test
flight from Selfridge to Spokane, Washington (figure
3). Billed as the “Arctic” or “Polar” flight, the pur-
pose was to test aircraft and equipment is cold weather
condition and the success-
ful round trip reportedly en-
countered temperatures as
low as 45-degrees below
zero. Royce was awarded
the William McKay Tro-
phy—a very prestigious
award presented for the
“most meritorious flight of
the year” by a member of
the Air Corps.

The 1930s brought Ralph
Royce a variety of interest-
ing assignments including
the general staff of the War
Department, attendance at
the Army War College, a
summer flight to Alaska,
base commander at
Selfridge, and a tour in the

Philippines where he served as adviser to the Chinese
air force.

In 1941 Colonel Royce was assigned to London as
military attaché for air and promoted to brigadier gen-
eral. He was transferred to Australia the following year
and planned the operation that evacuated General
MacArthur and his family from the Philippines in
March. At that time he was serving as Chief of the
Air Staff, United States Army Forces in Australia
(USAIF). When it was decided that an audacious raid
was to be conducted against Japanese positions in the
Philippines, there was little doubt that it would be led
by General Royce.

Figure 2 Young lieutenant Ralph Royce joined the 1st Aero Squadron at Columbus, New Mexico as shown in this
1916 photo. The squadron was the first aviation unit to be used in American military action as it pursued Pancho
Villa in Mexico.

Figure 3 Major Ralph Royce led the 1st Pursuit Group of 18 planes on a winter flight
from Selfridge Field, Michigan, to Spokane and back as a test of cold weather
capabilities. It earned Royce the prestigous Mackay Trophy for 1930. Royce and his
pilot officers signed this commemorative cover.
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Figure 5 The Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress (above) and the North
American B-25 two-motor bomber (below).

pleted by the B-17’s: one against Nichols Field on Luzon
and the other against shipping targets in Cebu harbor.

The concealment of the B-25’s at auxiliary air strips
proved a sound decision. They were able to conduct
over twenty sorties during which they sank at least
one, and possibly two, Japanese transports and shot
down three enemy aircraft.

General Royce and his men returned safely to Austra-
lia bringing with them 44 passengers, most of whom
were air corps personnel and civilians. There were no
casualties and only the one B-17 destroyed by Japa-
nese bombers at Del Monte was lost. Tactically, the
raid had to be judged as only a minor success, but from
a public relations standpoint it was trumpeted as a re-
sounding victory. Here, for example, is the text of a
report filed by Don Caswell, special to the Vancouver
Sun:

‘Those Japs Still Don’t Know Whatever Hit
Them’
MELBOURNE, Australia, April 16. Brig. Gen.
Ralph Royce said today that about 110 tons of
bombs were dropped on the Philippines in the
“two-day picnic” attack of 13 American bombers
and added, “I’ll bet those damned Japs still don’t
know wherever hit them.”
Royce, leader of the mission which challenged
Japan’s hold on the Philippines, said that during
the two-days assault he communicated with
Lieut. Gen. Jonathan M. Wainwright, commander
of the besieged garrison at Corregidor fortress in
Manila Bay, several times.
The American airmen who staged the 4000-mile
round trip attack were the heroes of Australia

The Raid
In the early morning hours of April 11th, ten North
American B-25’s equipped with auxiliary fuel tanks
and three Flying Fortress B-17’s took off from Dar-
win for the 1500-mile flight to Mindanao
(figure 4). General Royce was in overall
command of the mission with Colonel John
Davies leading the B-25’s and Captain
Frank Bostrom the B-17’s (figure 5). All
planes arrived safely at Del Monte air field
and the B-25’s were quickly dispersed to
nearby auxiliary fields.

Only six fighter planes remained service-
able in Mindanao. They were used to pro-
vide protection for the bombers as they
landed and took off, but despite heroic ef-
forts to keep them airworthy, they proved
inadequate to the task. Enemy bombing
raids on Del Monte destroyed one of the
B-17’s and severely damaged the other
two. As a result only two sorties were com
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“And down he went,” said the gunner, “and I
blew him to hell.”
The raiders brought back 44 passengers,
including the liaison officer of the Chinese army,
Capt. Jesus Villamor, heroic ace of the Philippine
Air Corps, and 15 members of the United States
Army Air Corps. Among civilian passengers
were Frank Hewlett, United Press staff corre-
spondent who covered the Bataan peninsula
campaign at the front and then went on to
Corregidor, and Nat Floyd, New York Times and
Manila Bulletin.

General Royce was awarded the Distinguished Ser-
vice Cross for successfully leading the raid. He was
appointed Chief of the Air Staff, U.S. Army Forces in
Australia (USAFIA) in a May 1942 realignment of
command (figure 6). Later in 1942 Royce returned to
the U.S. to assume command of Maxwell Field, Ala-
bama. He held several other important command po-
sitions throughout the war and retired at the rank of
major general in June 1946.

Less than three weeks after the Royce Raid, General
Wainwright surrendered the Corregidor garrison mark-
ing the beginning of the humiliating Bataan Death
March and the imprisonment of several thousand
American and Allied service personnel. The heroic
actions of Royce and his raiders were thus over-shad-
owed by the tragic events in the Philippines—a sub-
ject that quickly became inappropriate for discussion
in the American press. Fortunately—for the press and
American morale—by this time Jimmy Doolittle had
successfully bombed Japan’s home islands.

today, but they were impatient to get back into
action for another crack at the Japs.
Seated serenely in his hotel here and talking as if
he had just returned from a weekend jaunt, Gen.
Royce told how the three Flying Fortresses and
10 North American B-25 bombers under his
command smashed four key enemy objectives in
the Philippines.
HEAVY  AA FIRE
At Manila they attacked Nichols airfield, struck
at the port of Batangas in southern Luzon, Cebu
and Davao at from 2000 to 5000 feet, under
ferocious enemy fire.
Fighting off fighter plane attacks, they sank four
transports, probably sank a fifth, damaged there
(sic) large vessels and probably several smaller
ones, destroyed five enemy planes, and dam-
aged many. Hangars, airdrome runways, docks,
warehouses and Japanese troops concentrations
were bombed.
The whole plan of attack was drawn up by Gen.
Douglas MacArthur—a mission of vengeance
for Bataan and of hope and cheer for the
defenders of Corregidor, Hen. Royce said.
Around Corregidor in Manila Bay, he added, the
bombers hunted for Japanese cruisers and
destroyers, but found none.
The gunner of one of the bombers piloted by
Lieut. Col John H. Davies told how Davies dived
down upon a Japanese seaplane, calling to the
gunner over the earphones: “I’m going down to
get that guy.”

Figure 6  A self-censored air mail cover from General Ralph Roycewho was then Chief of the Air Staff, U.S. Army
Forces in Australia (USAFIA).
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La Posta Backnumbers
Backnumbers of La Posta may be purchased
from:

Sherry Straley
1731 Howe Ave PMB 452

Sacramento, CA 95825

An index of all backnumbers through Volume
28 has been completed by Daniel Y. Meschter
and is available on the La Posta website at
www.la-posta.com.

To order backnumbers call  Sherry at 916-359-
1898, fax 916-359-1963 or send her an E-mail
at sherry@4agent.org.

United States Post Offices
Volume 8 - The Southeast

Now Available on CD

Complete searchable data base of
all US post offices that have ever

operated in Alabama, Florida,
Georgia & South Carolina

Dates of Operation, County Location and
Scarcity Index

Price to La Posta subscribers: $17.50 ppd.

Order by Mail or E-mail:
helbock@la-posta.com

Pay Pal accepted



May  2009 71

(800) 594-3837
FAX(888) 898-6123

USA POSTAL HISTORY
Colonial to Prexies: Maritime, Destinations,

Expos, DPOs, Railroad, Territorial, CSA,
Express, Possessions, & Military

NAPEX
McLean, VA

June 5 -7

STEPHEN T. TAYLOR
5 Glenbuck Road
Surbiton, Surrey

England KT6 6BS

Phone 01144-208-390-9357
Fax 01144-208-390-2235
info@stephentaylor.co.uk
www.stephentaylor.co.uk

Covers on Ebay: americaninbritain

Your American dealer in Britain

WANTED: MAIL ROBBERY,
TERRORISM, UNUSUAL MAIL

INTERRUPTIONS
—tornadoes, hurricanes, volcanoes,

etc.

Contact Dr. Steven J. Berlin,
12407 Dover Rd.

Reisterstown, Maryland 21136

Phone: 443-838-1546, E-mail-
DrStevenBerlin@yahoo.com.

20th

Pouch Stolen by Bandits...
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Visit La Posta’s NEW On-line
Cover Shop

http://www.la-posta.com/Store/Cover%20Shop.htm

16 categories are up and running including:

NEW: Registered covers, RPOs & Townmarks from Various States
Shop using credit card through Paypal, or e-mail us your order direct and pay by check.

helbock@la-posta.com or lapostagal@hotmail.com

DK Enterprises
World-Wide Postal History

both commercial and philatelic 1909 – 2006
· Censored, Military, Naval
· P.O.W., Internment Camp Mail
· US/WW Postal History
· US/WW Stamps and Collections
· State/Federal/Foreign Revenues
· Always Buying. Let us know what you have.
· Visa/Mastercard accepted
· Free shipping on orders over $50.00

Visit my online store
http://www.dickkeiser.com

or inquire about what’s in stock. New items
are constantly added to the website.

 Email:  stamps@dickkeiser.com
Dick Keiser

DK Enterprises
9960 Silverdale Way NW #11

Silverdale, Wa 98383
360.692.3818

Store Hours: Mon – Sat 1030 to 1800

After hours.  360.271.9026



May  2009 73

Essential Books for the 
Postal Historian ... 
Our Own Publications 

9201 Passed by Army Censor By Richard W. Helbock, 2006, 256p, HB. $45.00 
9197 Chicago Postal Markings and Postal History By Leonard Piszkiewicz, 2006, 576p plus 8-page color section, HB. The 

cover price is $75.00. 
9184 United States Patriotic Envelopes of World War II By Lawrence Sherman, 2006 Revised and expanded edition, 428p, 

HB. $75.00 
9113 Montana Territorial Postmarks By Wesley N. Sbellen and Francis Dunn, 2003, 128p, Card cover. $25.00 
9112 Prexie Postal History - 2003 Revised Second Edition Edited by Richard Helbock, 2003, I OOp, Card cover. $25.00 
012 The Forwauling of Mail by the U.S. Post Office Department, 1792- 2001. By Tony Wawn1kiewicz, 2001 , 240p+8p. 

color insert, 1-ffi. $39.95 
013 Postmarks on Postcards By Richard Helbock, 2002, 290p, SB. Section one contai~ns ten chapters on the postmarks found 

during the "Post Card Era" 1900 - I 920. The second part deals with the major ways postmarks are collected and explores 
anci llary and auxi liary markings. $27.50 

Helbock's Post Office Series 
Each volume contains an alpha listing of post offices. Includes county, dates of operation and a rarity factor. A useful series 

for the postal historian, post card collector or genealogist. 
014 United States Post Offices Vol. 1 - The West. Contains the II western states + HI and AK. Helbock, 1998, 222p, SB 

$27.50 
015 United States Post Offices Vol. 2 - The Great Plains. Contains ND, SO, NE, 

KS, OK & TX. Helbock, 1998, 222p, SB. $27.50 
016 United States Post Offices Vol. 3 - The Upper Midwest. Contains MN, lA, 

Wl, lL & MJ. Helbock, 1999, 264p, SB $27.50 
017 United States Post Offices Vol. 4 - The Northeast. Contains all of New 

England and NY & PA. Helbock, 2001 , 288p, SB. $27.50 
9106 U.S. Post Offices - Vol. 5- The Ohio Valley. Contains OH, IN & KY 

Helbock, 2002, 204p, SB. $27.50 
9130 United States Post Offices Vol. 6- The Mid-Atlantic. Contains VA, WV, 

MD, DE, DC & NC. Helbock, 2004, 270p, SB. $27.50 
9154 United States Post Offices Vol. 7- The Lower Mississippi. Contains: MO, 

TN, AR, LA and MS. Helbock, 2005, 320p, SB. $27.50 
9213 United States Post Offices Volume 8- The Southeast Contains: SC, GA, 

FL, & AL. Helbock, 2007, 224p, SB. $27.50. 
9107 U.S. Doanes - Second revised Edition Helbock & Anderson, 2002, 336p, 

SB. $27.50 

SHIPPING AND HANDUNG: $5.00 for the first book, and 
$1.00 per book thereafter. 

:lE • ORDER FORM • • Quan. Ti tle : Price: 

Shippingl\d<litional: 
TOTAL 

_Check Enclosed 
Charge to:_ Visa _ MC _ Discover 
Card No. 
Expire Date: Please enler your cre<frt card"s 

--- J.<llgii Secufiy Code: __ 

Name: 

Street Address: 

City: 

State:-Zip Code: 

Phone: Fax: 

Email: 

NOTE: llhno1s res1dents add 6.5% sales 

James E. Lee, LLC • Phone: (847) 462-91 30 
Fax: (847) 462-9140 • Email: jim@jameslee.com 

Dealers call for 
quantity discounts. www.JamesLee.com 
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Alaska Collectors Club
APS Affiliate #218

Dedicated to developing a wider interest in the study
and preservation of Alaska’s Postal History.

We are a wide-ranging group of collectors who are
interested in all aspects of the postal history of Alaska.
From the first covers under United States ownership to
the latest events, we try to cover the gamut of Alaska

postal history.
Some of our features:

Quarterly Journal, The Alaskan Philatelist
Auctions of Alaska material
Fellowship with other Alaska collectors

Dues $15.00, information available from:

Eric Knapp
Secretary/Treasurer
4201 Folker Street, Unit 102
Anchorage, AK  99508 -5377
E-mail:  eknapp@gci.net

ATTENTION
POSTAL HISTORY & LITERATURE DEALERS

Trade discounts are available on
United States Post Offices, Volumes 1-8,

as well as other La Posta Publications.

WRITE OR CALL:

James E. Lee,
P.O. Drawer 36,

Cary, IL 60013-0036
Voice: 847-462-9130
Fax: 847-462-9140

ARIZONA - NEW
MEXICO

POSTAL HISTORY
SOCIETY

SEEKS NEW MEMBERS, WHO SEEK NEW
MATERIAL, NEW INFORMATION AND  NEW FRIENDS

DUES $10 ANNUALLY

Receive “The Roadrunner”
Quarterly Newsletter

Trade Duplicates at Winter
and Summer Meetings

Contact: J. L. Meyer,

20112 West Point Dr.,

Riverside, CA 92507

Searching for
HOLMES COUNTY, OHIO COVERS

Berlin – ms, CDS, and especially Straight Line Cancels on Stampless.
Baddow Pass Manning
Becks Mills Morgan Settlement*
Benton* Mount Hope*
Black Creek* Nashville*
Buena Vista before 16 Feb 1852 Paint Valley
Clark’s* Palladium
Clark Pictoria
DeWitts Ridge Prarie*
Dino Salt Creek*
Doughty Saltillo
Drake’s* Special
Farmerstown Stilwell
Grade Trail
Hard Tuttleville*
Holmesville* Walnut Creek
Humpreys Villa* Walnutcreek 1895-06
Humpreyville Ward’s*
Jones Corner Winesburgh*
Killbuck*
Lakeville

* = Stampless

Write/E-Mail Call:  Larry Neal, 8650 Twp. Rd. 79
Millersburg, OH  44654  (330) 674-0919

larryln@valkyrie.net
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Reward yourself with the security 
of a Philatelic Foundation Certificate -

The "gold standard" of certificates for over 60 years 

New 15-Day Express Service for 
Philatelic Foundation Certificates 

Quick turn-around time is important to you- so we' ve introduced Express Service 
to reduce your wait. Now our team of experts will study your stamps or covers in as 
little as 15 business days and retum them to you with a Philatelic Foundation 
Certificate you can trust. As a collector, you know this is great news- traditional 
service typically takes 30 days or more elsewhere. 

Submit Your Stamps Today - Visit Our Website for a Simplified Form 
Calll -212-221 -6555 or visit our website at www.PhilatelicFoundation.org today to 

download a submission form for single or multiple items. Fill out the one-page form 
and send it to us with your stamps or covers. Request Express Service and your stamps 
or covers will be returned in 15 business days. For your convenience, Standard , 
Priority and Supersaver Service are also available- all backed by our unparalleled 
reputation for excellence. 

<D 
The Philatelic Foundation 
70 West 40th Street, 15th Floor 
NewYork,NY 10018 
(212) 221-6555 
www .Phi Ia tel icFoundation .org 
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PROFESSIONAL POSTMARK
TRACING & MAPS

I will execute to
your exact
specifications
accurate tracings
of plain or fancy
postmarks,
cancels and

maps. My work has appeared in La Posta in
both the Washington Territorial postmark series
by Richard A. Long and the 19th Century
Colorado postmark series by Richard Frajola.

If you’ve been thinking of a postmark
catalog project, or any research which requires
well-executed postmarks or maps for
illustrations, but do not have the time required to
accomplish the tracings, drop me a line or give
me a call with the particulars, and I will give you
a quote.

JANE DALLISON

P. O. BOX 296, LANGLOIS, OR 97450
(541) 348-2813

INTRODUCING EXPONET
THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL ON-LINE PHILATELIC EXHIBITION

EXPONET (http://www.exponet.info) is a virtual, non-competitive international philatelic exhibit with more than 380 entries.
With EXPONET, collectors can present their postal history and stamp collections on-line. EXPONET was started in 2004, and
is now an integral part of the philatelic web site JAPHILA. It is written in English, and also translated into several other
languages. It has been viewed by 2 million visitors so far!

The aim of EXPONET is to provide a permanent presentation of high quality philatelic exhibits, and to facilitate on-line study
for visitors throughout the world. Our intention is to make exhibit-viewing available to everybody, regardless of distance, and to
promote the philatelic hobby.

Exhibiters are not charged an entry fee, and criteria for exhibiting on EXPONET are explained on-line. In-brief, exhibits must be
interesting, of high quality, and have some philatelic value. It’s no problem to show a good exhibit which so far hasn’t been
exhibited or awarded. On the other hand, we don’t accept an exhibit which isn’t well worked through—even if it has been
previously awarded.

We don’t limit the size of the exhibit, but the optimal size is 5 to 10 frames, which meets APS and FIP regulations. High quality
scans are a necessity.

Exhibits are classified in three groups, with professionally juried awards.
1. Hall of Fame -  Exhibits which have achieved high awards at national and international shows will be classified in the Hall of

Fame.
2. Very fine and outstanding exhibition
3. Open Class for exhibits having achieved Bronze, new exhibits, youth exhibits, etc.

EXPONET was founded by private individuals:

1. Milan Cernik, collector of postal stationery, exhibitor, and philatelic  auctioneer at www.pac-auction.com

2. Bretislav Janik, webmaster-Japhila daily magazine www.japhila.cz; Secretary-World Stamp Exhibit Committee, Prague-1988.

3. Vit Vanicek, vice-president of the Union of Czech Philatelists and President-World Stamp Exhibit Committee-Prague-2008.
VISIT EXPONET AT http://www.exponet.info

Contact: Milan Cernik, icernik@volny.cz or Bretislav Janik, janik@japhila.com

La Posta Backnumbers
Backnumbers of La Posta may be purchased
from:

Sherry Straley
1731 Howe Ave PMB 452

Sacramento, CA 95825

An index of all backnumbers through Volume
28 has been completed by Daniel Y. Meschter
and is available on the La Posta website at
www.la-posta.com.

To order backnumbers call  Sherry at 916-359-
1898, fax 916-359-1963 or send her an E-mail
at sherry@4agent.org.
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LA POSTA
CLASSIFIED ADS

ONLY 5 CENTS PER WORD DELIVERS YOUR MESSAGE TO THE LARGEST

AND BEST INFORMED GROUP OF POSTAL HISTORIANS IN AMERICA

Word Count 1 issue 3 issues 6 issues

1-25 $1.25 $3.12 $5.94
26-30 $1.50 $3.75 $7.14
31-35 $1.75 $4.35 $8.28
36-40 $2.00 $4.98 $9.48
41-45 $2.25 $5.61 $10.68
46-50 $2.50 $6.24 $11.88
51-55 $2.75 $6.84 $13.02
56-60 $3.00 $7.47 $14.22
61-65 $3.25 $8.10 $15.42
66-70 $3.50 $8.73 $16.62
71-75 $3.75 $9.33 $17.76
76-80 $4.00 $9.96 $18.96
81-85 $4.25 $10.59 $20.16
86-90 $4.50 $11.22 $21.36
91-95 $4.75 $11.82 $22.50
96-100 $5.00 $12.45 $23.70

SOCIETIES

COLLECT CANADA/B.N.A.? Consider
BNAPS! The society offers study groups; pub-
lications; annual exhibitions; and online library
bnapstopics.org! View: www.bnaps.org. Con-
tact: P. Jacobi, Secretary, #6-2168 150 A
Street, Surrey, BC Canada V4A 9W4 [41-1]

FOR SALE: COVERS
POSTAL HISTORY featured in our mail bid
sales. Free catalogs. Juno Stamps, 2180
Hartford Ave., St. Paul, MN 55116-1010.
junostamps@aol.com [40-2]

DO YOU COLLECT State Postal History,
Doane Cancels or cancels of any kind? Now
38 States online plus Dakota Territory and
more coming. Over 9000 covers online
with1500 of them pictured. Website: http://
www.towncancel.com/ Gary Anderson, P.O.
Box 600039, St. Paul, MN. 55106. Email:
garyndak@comcast.net. [41-1]

COVER AUCTIONS, NAVY/MILITARY; Clas-
sics; Submarines; Surface Ships; Locations;
APO;s; POSTCARDS; MEMORABILIA. Mix-
ture of commercial; philatelic; wartime cov-
ers. Free illustrated catalogues. Jim Smith
(USCS, MPHS), Box 512, Oshtemo, Michi-
gan 49077 [40-2]

FOR SALE: COVERS

DPO’s, RPO’s, ships, Doanes, Expos, ma-
chines, military, advertising, auxiliaries, and
more! My Mail Bid Sales offer thousands of
postal history lots. Write/ call for sample
catalog. Jim Mehrer, 2405-30th Street, Rock
Island, IL 61201. Phone: (309) 786-6539.
Email: mehrer@postal-history.com. Internet
web site: http://www.postal-history.com.
[40-6]

TOWNS:WANTED
All States and categories wanted! Better
consignment material always needed for my
bi-monthly Mail Bid Sales. Write/ call for con-
signment details. Jim Mehrer, 2405-30th
Street, Rock Island, IL 61201. Phone:
(309) 786-6539. Email: mehrer@postal-
history.com. Internet web site:
http://www.postal-history.com. [40-6]

CALIFORNIA - KERN & IMPERIAL County
covers and cards. Especially interested in
Bakersfield corner cards. Send description
or photocopies and prices to John Williams,
887 Litchfield Ave., Sebastopol, CA 95472
[40-6]

TOWNS: WANTED

PHILLIPS COUNTY, MONTANA. I am devel-
oping a personal collection of postal history
of the post offices which have existed in
Phillips County, MT. (This is the county in
which I was born and grew to adulthood). I
hope to acquire postal covers and postcards
(especially PPAs) from all these post offices.
The collection dates will span from approxi-
mately 1900 to 1970. Among the postmarks/
post offices for which I am still looking are:
Alkali, Bellealta, CeeKay, Cole, Cowan,
Freewater, Greve, Leedy, Legg, Lonesome,
Lost Lake, Strater, Waleston, Whitcomb,
Ynot and Zenon...and others. Please send
descriptions or photocopies/scans with ask-
ing price, by e-mail or postal mail to: Evert
Bruckner, 1724 Morning Dove Lane,
Redlands, CA 92373. e-mail:
ebruckner@earthlink.net [40-2]

NORTH DAKOTA: all postal history wanted
from territorial to modern. Send photocopies
or on approval. Gary Anderson, P.O. Box
600039, St. Paul, MN 55106 41-1]

SPOKANE FALLS / SPOKANE, WA. 1872-
date wanted: Territorial, registered, postage
due, certified, commercial airmail, foreign
destinations, unusual station cancels, us-
ages, and postal markings. Send descrip-
tion or photocopies/scans to Larry Mann, 655
Washington PL SW, Mukilteo, WA 98275
Larrymann02@aol.com [40-2]

WESTPORT WA Collector seeking older ad-
vertising covers and pre-1950 postcards from
Westport, WA. Contact: Douglas Olson, PO
Box 2177, Westport, WA 98595 [40-2]

NOTE:
EXPIRATION DATE SHOWN
AT END OF EACH AD,  i.e.,
[40-2], MEANS AD WILL
EXPIRE WITH THIS ISSUE.

AD DEADLINE FOR NEXT
ISSUE:

July 5, 2009
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Unusual, Exhibitable,
 Challenging Covers

Wide Range of Areas.  Please Go to:
eBay Store <POSTAL HISTORY MALL>

Want Lists Solicited
WANTED: Worldwide SpecialDelivery Stamps on Cover, Card, Tags

Robert L. Markovits, Quality Investors
PO Box 891  Middletown  NY  10940

rlmarkovits@aol.com

MILITARY: WANTED

ALASKA & WESTERN CANADA APOs,
interesting Pan American (Scott 294-299)
issues on cover and Pittsburgh/Allegheny
County covers from 1851-1861. Send
Xeroxes or scans and pricing to Bob
McKain, 2337 Giant Oaks Drive, Pittsburgh,
PA 15241 (57-vette@adelphia.net) [40-6]

WANTED ON APPROVAL: KOREAN WAR
COVERS, 1950-1953 with U.S. MARINES re-
turn addresses & postmarks that read U.S.
NAVY/12867 Br./Unit No., also 14009, 14011,
14012, 14021.  Also, ship covers sent by Ma-
rines while on active Korean war duty; also
collect stamped mail & Registered  (not free-
franked) from any service branch in Korea
from June 27 1950 – Dec 31, 1950.  Please
send scans and prices to Cath Clark,
lapostagal@hotmail.com

COLUMBIAN COVERS:
WANTED
1¢ COLUMBIAN (Scott US #230) COVERS
for eventual exhibit. Early/late uses, multiples
on cover, unusual destinations, fancy cancels,
etc. Also collecting 1893 Columbian Expo
covers & paper ephemera. Send scans, pho-
tocopies, or on approval to: Doug Merenda,
PO Box 20069, Ferndale, MI 48220-0069 or
ddm_50@yahoo.com [40-3]

DOANE CANCELS:
WANTED

Buy, sell and trade Doane Cancels of all
states. Send photocopies or on approval.
Gary Anderson, P.O. Box 600039, St.
Paul, MN 55106 [41-6]

PREXIES: WANTED
URGENTLY NEED 4½¢ Prexies for
collection. Looking for covers, proofs,
printing varieties. Anything that fits into a
specialized collection. Describe with
asking price. Howard Lee, Box 2912,
Delmar, CA 92014. Tel: 858-350-7462.
Email: gimpo@adnc.com [40-1]

SUB-STATION POSTAL
MARKINGS: WANTED
SUB-STATION postal markings containg
“sub” dated between 1889 and 1912 from
any US city. Send photocopies to Dennis
Pack, 1915 Gilmore Ave., Winona, MN
55987 [40-6]

FOREIGN: WANTED

COMMERCIAL AIR air covers, 1945 or
earlier, any intercontinental mail, i.e, Europe
to Asia, North America to Africa, Australia to
Europe, etc. Send scans or photocopies for
my offer, or on approval to Richard Helbock,
PO Box 100, Chatsworth Island, NSW
2469, Australia or helbock@la-posta.com

WANTED: MISCELANY
US & POSSESSIONS POST OFFICE SEALS:
on/off cover, Scott listed and unlisted.
Especially need Ryukyu and Philippine
material. Also want worldwide official
seals on cover. Send photocopies or
scans with asking price. Jim Kotanchik, PO
Box 684, West Acton, MA 01720-0684,
email: jimko@speakeasy.net 40-1]

LITERATURE: FOR SALE

19th Century Cleveland, Ohio Postal
Markings by Thomas F. Allen, a 122-page
book packed with information helpful to all
postal historians, only $8.00 postpaid for
La Posta subscribers G-P Stamp Club,
7280 Hudson Road, Kent, OH 44240 [40-3]
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La Posta Publications
33470 Chinook Plaza, #216,

Scappoose OR 97056
email: helbock@la-posta.com

We hope that you have enjoyed our journal and I wish to cordially invite you to become a subscriber.

LA POSTA is published six times a year and provides over 450 pages of research, news and information
regarding all aspects of American postal history. With a subscription price of just $25 per year, most of our
readers consider us to be the best bargain in postal history today.

I hope you will find La Posta worthy of your support. If so, please take a moment to fill out the form below and
send us a check in the amount of $25, or pay via credit card at www.la-posta.com/journal.htm to begin your
subscription with our next issue.

Sincerely yours,

Richard W. Helbock,

Publisher

———————————————————————————————————————————————
La Posta Publications
33470 Chinook Plaza, #216
Scappoose, OR 97056

Hello Richard & Cath:

Yes, I’ll give La Posta a try. You may begin my subscription with the Volume 40, Number 2 (April-May 2009)
issue. Enclosed is my check in the amount of $25.00.*

Name: ————————————————————————

Address: ———————————————————————

City, State, ZIP: ______________________________________________

*The $25 per volume rate applies to US domestic addresses only. Please consult page 1 of this issue for current
overseas & Canadian rates. Pay via credit card through Pay Pal at www.la-posta.com/journal.htm
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ADVERTISING IN LA POSTA
DISPLAY ADS are available on a contract basis as shown below. Ad contents may be changed from issue-to-issue, provided
changes are received by the posted deadlines.
INSIDE PAGES
  Ad Size One Issue Three Issues Six Issues
  1/8-page $15.00 $33.00 $60.00
  1/4-page $33.00 $76.00 $130.00
  1/2-page $60.00 $139.00 $254.00
  1-page $110.00 $253.00 $462.00

INSIDE COVER*
(FULL-PAGE, BLACK & WHITE)

One Issue $192.00
Two issues $302.00
Four issus $638.00
Six issues                $880.00

BACK COVER*
(1/2 PAGE, COLOR)

One Issues $300.00
Two issues $522.00
Four issus $880.00
Six issues             $1,320.00

*We normally ask that back cover and inside cover ads be taken out for a minimum of two issues due to our advance printing
schedule for covers.

All charges include Type setting & Layout
AD DEADLINES FOR INSIDE PAGES are as follows: Dec/Jan issue - Nov 15; Feb/Mar issue - Jan 15; Apr/May issue - Mar
15; Jun/Jul issue - May 15; Aug/Sep issue - July 15; Oct/Nov issue - Sep 15.

DISPLAY ADS
JAMES E. LEE - 73 & 74
ROBERT L. MARKOVITS - 78
LARRY NEAL - 74
NEW JERSEY POSTAL HISTORY

SOCIETY - 70
NUTMEG STAMP SALES - Backcover
THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION - 75
ROBERT QUINTERO - 72
SCHMITT INVESTORS LTD. - 71
STEPHEN T. TAYLOR - 71
DON TOCHER - 69
US POST OFFICES, VOL 8 CD - 70
JEFFREY WALLACE - 70
WESTERN EXPRESS -31
WRECK & CRASH MAIL SOCIETY - 71

MAIL AUCTIONS
RANDY STEHLE 22

DISPLAY ADS
ALASKA COLLECTORS CLUB - 74
ARIZONA-NEW MEXICO P. H. S. - 74
COLORADO POSTAL HIST. SOCIETY - 69
COVERCRAZY2 - 66
JOE CROSBY - 31
JANE DALLISON - 76
MICHAEL DATTOLICO - 60
DK ENTERPRISES - 72
EXPONET - 76
JIM FORTE - 71
FREEMAN’S - 69
LA POSTA Backnumbers - 70 & 76
LA POSTA ON-LINE COVER SHOP - 72

INDEX OF ADVERTISERS
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