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Publisher’s Page

To All of You
Dear Readers We Send Our

Sincere Wishes for
a Very Happy Holiday Season,

and May 2008 Bring Us All
Health, Well-being and Respite

From War & Fear

tensive settlement as evidenced by the very limited number
of post offices that have ever operated there. Dan Meschter
continues his chronology of Postmasters General of the US
with a look at of the life and activities of William Vilas who
held the post from 1885-1888. Tom Clarke takes us on a
timely investigation into the role of Christmas Cards in com-
municating holiday messages from their mid-19th century
inception to recent times. Kirk Andrews with assistance from
Chester Masters continues our look at the postal history of
Sequim, Washington, begun in the last issue by Cath Clark.
The subject this time is a mysterious Doane cancel from the
town that read “Sequin”.

Volume 38 Wrap-Up
Here we are again at the end of another year and another
volume of La Posta. I believe we have some delightful and
varied “sugar plums” for you in this issue. We lead off
with Dennis Pack’s investigation of Utah post offices lo-
cated within the Navajo Tribal lands. This region includes
part of the Southwest’s famed Monument Valley—a re-
mote and beautiful place often seen in movies as a back-
drop for western stories—but not a place conducive to ex-
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POSTAL HISTORIANS ON LINE
 If you would like to join this list in future issues of
La Posta, send us a note via e-mail at helbock@la-
posta.com
Note: If you are already listed, please take a moment to
insure that your e-mail address is correct.

Paul G. Abajian [Vermont postal history]— PGA@vbimail.champlain.edu
Joe Adamski [SD, CT] — joe_adamski@hotmail.com
Albert Aldham [Machine cancels] — cancels@ptd.net
Jim Alexander [TX: Waco Village, McLennan, Bosque, Coryell counties]

— jralexander3@aol.com
American Philatelic Research Library — aprl@stamps.org
Gary Anderson [US Doanes & ND postal history] — garyndak@comcast.net
Walter Anderson [SD sthood & ter.; SW Minnesota, NW Iowa, Anne Arundel

Co. MD, Butler, Phelps, Ripley Co, MO] — heynetboy1@sio.midco.net
Kirk Andrews [Expositions, OR, WA, WI] — kirk_meister@yahoo.com
Dennis Austin [WA,OR,ID] — skypub@quest.net
Ted Bahry [Wake & Midway Isl, Benzie Cty, MI] — semperted@aol.com
Debbie Baker [IA,AL,Congressional frankings]—debbybaker@mac.com
Mark Baker Enterprises [Dealer CA & NV postal history etc.]

Web: goldrushpaper.com  — mbcovers@directcon.net
Bob Baldridge — [Wisconsin p.h.] bobbaldridge@earthlink.net
Alan Banks [Missouri] — abanks7@aol.com
William H. Bauer [CO; NY: Otsego Co] — Whbcphs@mkl.com
Beall, Robert — rbeallstmp@aol.com
John Beane, MD [West VA] — jbeane@prodigy.net
Robert Beasecker [MI p. history] — beaseckr@gvsu.edus
John Beirne [Navals, RPO, AK] — john_beirne@hotmail.com
William R. Beith [Eastern Oregon, OR Doanes]—wrbeith@comcast.net
Kevin Belmont [SW Arkansas, West Pointers on stamps]

— kevin.belmont@west-point.org
Bary D. Bender [Dealer p.c.’s & p.h.; + collects WA: Columbia Co]

— ngatecol@bresnan.net
Steven Berlin [interrupted mail, wreicks, crashes, robbery, terrorism]

— drstevenberlin@yahoo.com
Henry Berthelot [train, shipwrck mail & US postals]

— hankberthelot@yahoo.com
Jim Blandford [#210 covers; early Detroit PH] — jblandf526@aol.com
John Boal [California only]—calpl8z@boal.net
Tim Boardman [Washington PH, photos, books & maps]

— simcoe@dsl-only.net
Joe Bock [US Airmail 1935-1950 & Arizona town cancels; U.S. WWII]

— jgbock@commspeed.net

John Bloor [World early airmail; air & airmail-related Cinderellas France,
Canada, U.N.] — aerophil59@yahoo.com

Eppe Bosch [WA: Stevens, Pend Oreille, Whitman Co.s; WI: Portage,
Waupaca, Wood Co.s] — bonep@qwest.net

Mathew J. Bowyer [see website] — matbowyer@matbowyerbooks.com
James Boyden [WWI military, WW censored] — jimesmc@worldnet.att.net
Frank Braithwaite [1902 issue, M.O.B., N.Y., “V” & “X” rate markings,

B. Harrison on cvr-Sc#308, 622,694,1045—fbraith@optonline.net
Bruce Branson [CA counties: Inyo, Morro, Alpine, Mariposa, Siskiyou)

— bjbranson@lonepinetv.com
Deane Briggs, MD [Florida Postal History]  — drb@gte.net
Roger S. Brody [Series 1902, Prominent Americans]

— rsbco@optonline.net
Daniel Broulette US, S.Africa, India, Vietnam]—danbro@wdemail.com
Chip Brown [WV ph; 1903 uses of 1902 definitives on cover]

— grahamb@alltel.net
Brown, Edward [parcel posts & plate blocks]— browntreesnakes@gmail.com
Evert Bruckner [MT: Phillips, Blaine, & Valley Co’s] —ebruckner@earthlink.net
Kenneth Burden [Washington & CA DPOs]— burden@localaccess.com
Gloria Burleson [civil war, letters, advertising] — gloria@thelenscap.com
Maurice Bursey [#215 covers, Confd NC & Union occupied NC covers.

 — mauricebursey@aol.com
Raymond Buse [Cincinnati & Clermont Co., OH p.h.] — stampPat@aol.com
James W. Busse [CA: San Diego Co. p.h.] — Jimb1997@aol.com
Arden Callender [U.S. banknote issues] — callenderardy@sbcglobal.net
Carl Cammarata [AK, IN, RPO, Civil War, Special Delivery]

— carlcammarata@earthlink.net
Joseph Campagna [MT, Greece, Italy, Vatican, Turkey p.history]

— campagnakphth@msn.com
Rocco Caponi [OH:Akron, Summit Co, 2c Circular Die postal history

(U429) — rcaponi@neo.rr.com
Gary Carlson [machine cancels] — gcarlson@columbus.rr.com
Dave Carney [Wisconsin postal history] — dcarney1@new.rr.com
Alan Cartwright [Postal Cards—used abroad, with RFD cancels, or w/ Street

Car cancels] — c4rto@btinternet.com
Victor Case [SE & Central OR] — vjc@uci.net
Glenda & John Cheramy [Dealers; Canada] — gcheramy@shaw.ca
Larry Cherns [Mostly pre-1954 covers and p.cards from anywhere with original

 contents in English] — katchke@hotmail.com
Robert Chipkin [3c 1851 issue on CT covers] — rchipkin@comcast.net
Robert Chisholm — [Dealer: postal history] — chizz5@aol.com
Bob Chow [Colorado] — bob.chow@fmr.com
G.A. Clapp [correspondence, US postal history] — g.clapp@cox.net
Douglas Clark [Railway Mail] —dnc@alpha.math.uga.edu
Tom Clarke [Philadelphia] — ocl-tom@ix.netcom.com
Walter S. Clarke [Interesting on-cover cancellations on Scott # 10 & 11]

— worldata@mindspring.com
Louis Cohen [Kentucky postal history] — cohenstamps32@aol.com
Norman Cohen [US #210 on cover] — norman@adventuregraphics.com
Giles Cokelet [Montana postal history, Greenland]

— giles_c@coe.montana.edu
William G. Coleman, Jr. [Mississippi postal history: DPO emphasis]

— jearnest@netdoor.com
David C. Collyer [General US, Texas, USS Texas]

— cozumel_90@hotmail.com
Robert W. Collins [Korean War & “Collins” pms]— ohiorwc@aol.com
David M. Coogle [Dealer, Postal History, Nutmeg Stamp Sales]

— david@nutmegstamp.com
Bob Coradi [Prexies, baseball adv/team cornercards, #855 FDCs]

—rgcoradi@comcast.net
Vince Costello [US fancy cancels, postal history, auxiliary marks]

— vinman2119@aol.com
Joe H. Crosby [Oklahoma & Indian Territory; U.S. Despatch Agent covers,

19th c fancy cancels, college cancels] — joecrosby@cox.net
W.H. “Tom” Crosby — tcrosby@wans.net
E. Rod Crossley [West coast military, Spruce Production Division,

Ventura County CA & CA RPO] — rcrossley@worldnet.att.net
Russell Crow [Virginia PH, esp stampless also pre-1900 school covers]

—cornwall2@adelphia.net
William T. Crowe [CT: Waterbury & Fairfield County]—wtcrowe@aol.com

NOTE OF APOLOGY
It has been called to our attention that recent issues of
La Posta in which Robert M. Rennick’s series on
Kentucky post offices have appeared have often failed
to credit the Postmark Collectiors Club (PMCC) as
the source of illustrations used. The publisher is very
sorry for this unintended oversight and offers his
sincere apologies to the PMCC and its members. All
postmark and cover illustrations that have appeared in
Robert Rennick’s articles have come from the collec-
tion of the Postmark Collectors Club. Readers wishing
to acquire the CD set containing the PMCC’s national
postmark collection should contact
ajmitchell2@comcast.net or see the PMCC’s advertise-
ment on page 72 in this issue.

Richard W. Helbock
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Tony L. Crumbley [Dealer; collects NC & Confederate]
— tcrumbley2@bellsouth.net

Roger D. Curran  [US 19th C cancels] — rcurran@dejazzd.com
Richard Curtin [CA covers & CA express] — curtinr@sbcglobal.net
Matt Dakin [Mississippi Postal History] — patdakin@mindspring.com
Mike Dattolico [La Posta Associate Editor] —  mmdattol@aol.com
Joseph M. Del Grosso — diandme2@gbis.com
James L. Diamond [Spanish American war; US possessions]

— jdia407@aol.com
James P. Doolin [19th c postal history “Columbus” named towns

— jamesdoolin@worldnet.att.net
Doubleday, Elwyn [Dealer; collecgts NH & NY & #210’s on NY & Maine]

—elwyn@elwyndoubleday.com
George Dresser [Texas:Brazos, Grimes, Wash Co’s]

—g-dresser@suddenlink.net
John Drew [AZ/NV WellsFargo & Express] — jandndrew@aol.com
Lee Drickamer — lee.drickamer@nau.edu
Francis Dunn [19th Century Montana] — francis@dunn386.fsnet.co.uk
Geoffrey Dutton [2d Bureau postal history] — geoff@neddog.com.;

Website: http://neddog.com/stamps
Don East [fancy cancels on officials & CA: Mendocino & Humbolt Co]

— doneast@mcn.org
Loring Ebersole [Ohio postal history, WWII APOs, Rt 66 postcards]

— loringebersole@comcast.net
Fern Eckersley [OR postal history] eckers@prinetime.net
Leonard M. Eddy [OK & Arkansas p.h.]—leonardeddy@sbcglobal.net
David Eeles [p.h. of the 1954 Liberty series, experimental mechanization]

— alahram@sbcglobal.net
Tom Edison [Non-European postal history] — tomedisonppcs@cs.com
Ralph Edson [New England 20th C – every cancel from every P.O.

(1900-2000 EKU & LKU) — edsonrj@sbcglobal.net
L. Steve Edmondson [Tennessee] — tenac@hctc.com
Craig Eggleston [Philippines, US Possessions] — cae@airmail.net
Fred Ekenstam [TX POW camps, Co/PM j US newspaper wrappers]

— cfekenstam@juno.com
Barry Elkins [NJ-Philadelphia County]—elkinj@comcast.net
Mike Ellingson [North Dakota Territory; machines]

— mikeellingson@comcast.net
David Ellis [MI postal history] — dellis7109@peoplepc.com
Norman Elrod [U.S. Scott 941 on cover; TN ph; WWII military cancels in

Tennessee] — nelrod@InfoAve.Net
Empire State Postal History Society — http:/www.esphs.org
Dave Ennist [Prexie postal history] — DLE1@comcast.net
Darrell Ertzberger [NC, VA, RPO, RFD] — mteton@aol.com
Paul Eslinger [MT, Dakota, WY Territory & Grant Co, ND]

— elkaholic@natisp.com
Glenn Estus [New York] — gestus@westelcom.com
James Faber [WY, NW OH, Hancock Co, ME, No. WI]

— faber@bluemarble.net
John Farkas [US Possessions] — jonfark@cs.com
Wayne Farley [West Virginia P. H.] — cwfarley@aol.com
Richard Farquhar  [seapost, RPO, Span-Am War, 1898]

— farqrich@bellsouth.net
Dan Fellows [WI, WWI, perfs, Scotland, Knights of Columbus,Sc.210 Canal

Zone Military PH] — drfellows@charter.net
Norm Ferguson [Navy covers –NS Savannah] — normjanstjoe@prodigy.net
Ronald W. Finger [US Navy CV’s, WWI & WWII APOs & Feldpost]

— roncva43@aol.com
Louis Fiset [Prexies, WWII civilian internment]—fiset@u.washington.edu
Ed Fisher [MI; 4th Bureau: ½c-Hale, 1 ½c Harding, ½c postage due]

— efisherco@earthlink.net
Ken Flagg [Used postal stationery: US, CZ, PI; WWII APOs, Postwar APOs]

— ken0737@earthlink.net
Jane King Fohn [TX WWI air branches; Medina Co, TX; US#1043 (9c Alamo)]

— janekfohn@sbcglobal.net
Jim Forte [Dealer] — jimforte@postalhistory.com &

Website http://postalhistory.com
Nancy Foutz [Dealer; collects NYS postcards, Vietnam pcs 1960s & 70s]

— nfoutz@earthlink.net

Myron Fox [WWI/WWII U.S. & German military & censored mail; postwar
occupations] — MyronFox1@aol.com

Gene Fricks [Literature, TN & NJ PH] — genefricks@comcast.net
Bob Friedman [Dealer-worldwide p.h.]— covercnr@tx.rr.com
Don Garrett [Mississippi] — Donompix@aol.com
Douglas Gary [Dealer] — doug_gary@hotmail.com
Bob Gaudian [Connecticut Postal History] — rgstamper @aol.com
John J. Germann [Texas DPOs & postal history]  — jghist@houston.rr.com
Glen A. Gerner [Cumberland, MD] — rrdesignlvs@yahoo.com
Ray Getsug [Minnesota postal history, literature] —rayg669563@aol.com
Don Glickstein [postal cards used in Alaska] — dglicks1@earthlink.net
Peter Glover [Pre-Pearl Harbor WWII related] —pgorcassidy@earthlink.net
Michael Goldstein [RPOs, streetcars, WA,D.C. pms] — caped@starpower.net
Justin Gordon [CT postal history, PNC’s on cover]— justyod@aol.com
Max Gors [Dakota Territory & Tripp Co.] — maxagors@aol.com
John Grabowski [1902 Series, 1938 Prexies, 1940 Famous Am’s, 1941 Def.
     Issue, 1944 8c Transp, 1980s-90s Transp Coils]—minnjohn@alum.mit.edu
Ken Grant [Wisconsin postal history] — kenneth.grant@uwc.edu
Maurice Grossman — mbgrossma@att.net
John Grosse [Texas] — johngrosse@compuserve.com
Ted Gruber [Nevada] — TedGruber@aol.com
E. J. Guerrant [Unusual US Stamp Usages]—ejguerrant@prodigy.net
Arthur Hadley [Indiana, flag cancels] — ahadley1@comcast.net
Raymond Hadley [postal cards, Wesson; Connecticut]— ray-suzann@gci.net
John Hale — jwh60@chartertn.net
Hall-Patton, Mark [CA: Orange Co; Bridge-related p.o.s]

—hallpatt@unlv.nevada.edu
Larry Haller [Handstamped Flag cancels] — LJHaller@aol.com
Ken Hamlin [Montana postal history, photographs, pcs & ephemera]

— knphamlin@bresnan.net
Scott Hansen [Aden censored mail, US Navy WWII, US Military stations in the

Philippines]  — scott.hansen@teradyne.com
Gregory Hanson [Civil War, unusual postmarks] —webberliz@aol.com
John T. Hardy, Jr. [US postal cards (pre-1910) flyspecks; Philippines]

— john_hardy@msn.com
Richard A. Hargarten [signed airmail & air race covers 1910-1940]

— rahargarten@yahoo.com
Ron Harmon [Florida PH] — rrhrm@hotmail.com
Labron Harris [Dealer, postal history; collects First Bureaus]

— labronharr@aol.com
Wayne Hassell [Dealer; collects US Marines, Wisconsin & Michigan]

— junostamps@aol.com
Robert Hegland [US Classic issues; pre-UPU Transatlantic]

—hegland-R@starpower.nete
Karl Hellmann [US covers, Doanes, postcards.].— karllectibles@aol.com
Robert Henak [IA, WI] — henak@execp.com; www.henak.net
Steve Henderson [military postal history] — vshenderson@aol.com
Gary Hendren [Missouri PH] — g2hslm@msn.com
Gerald Heresko [Bristol, CT + other CT towns; ‘Old Homeweek”] — ???
Henry Higgins [Florida; TN] — henry@xtn.net
Jack Hilbing [Illinois stampless; machine cancels] —jack@hilbing.net
Robert Hill, Jr. [Virginia postal history] — bobhill@shentel.net
Terence Hines [Hanover, NH & #E12-21 on cover] — terencehines@aol.com
Todd Hirn [PO Seals of Peru, Japan, & the Middle East; Volusia Co. FL]

— thirn@poseal.com & http://www.poseal.com
Joseph Holleman [postal history] — josephth@prodigy.net
Tim Holmes [machine cancels] — timhol@hotmail.com
Brad Horton [U.S. Postals & philatelic literature] — kchorton@houston.rr.com
John Hotchner [20th c aux, Xmas seals tied; Spec deliv; wreck&crash mail;

some FDCs]—jmhstamp@ix.netcom.com
B. Clyde Hutchinson [US 1861 issue; CA postal history]— bch@llcllp.com
Elliott Idoff [County & Postmaster pms – West, South, Fancy Killers,

postmaster initials etc. clear strikes only — postalhistory184@aol.com
Stan Jameson [dealer] — empire65@tampabay.rr.com
Jerome Jarnick — jarnick@wowway.com
Stefan T. Jaronski [Ithaca NY; northeastern Montana; Confed. States military

mail] — bug@midrivers.com
Cary E. Johnson [Michigan p.h.; Railway, Waterway & Streetcars]

— cejohn@umich.edu
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Brian R. Levy [New Hampshire for Sale] — bellobl@aol.com
Matthew Liebson [Ohio PH; Licking Co., Doanes, stampless]

— paperhistory@mindspring.com
David C. Lingard [Florida-4 bars, Doanes, RPO, Adv. & most anything]

— david_lingard@hotmail.com
W. Edward Linn [OR: rural stations & branches; Ntl. Airmail Wk]

—linn@winfirst.com
James R. Littell [balloon, rocket, Zeppelin post]— zepplincat@wzrd.com
William Lizotte [VT postal history, esp Stampless, DPOS & Doanes]

— bill.lizotte@state.vt.us
Jerry Login [US 19th C penalty envelopes w/ stamps added]

— jerl2004@msn.com
Nicholas Lombardi [US 2d Bureau issue + Registerd Mail]

— 8605@comcast.net
Bud Luckey [Siskiyou Co. CA; northern CA]—luckey@snowcrest.net
Len Lukens [Oregon p.h. & trans-Pacific airmail]— llukens@easystreet.com
David Lyman [World postmarks on covers or piece]

— postmark@sympatico.ca
Max Lynds [Aroostook Co., Maine p.h.] — max@pwless.net
Millard Mack — millardhmack@yahoo.com
Scott Mader [OR/CA] — maders@ohsu.edu
Larry Maddux [OR postal history; all over ad covers]— lmaddux@pacifier.com
Robert L. Markovits [Dealer & Historian:Worldwide Special Delivery, US Scott

C24, US Officials] — rlmarkovits@aol.com
Peter Martin — pmartin2020@aol.com
Richard Martorelli [Military, Postage Due] — martorel@pobox.upenn.edu
Chester Masters [WA:Clallam & Jefferson Co]—stamps29@att.net
Richard Matta [MD:Montgomery Cty & PA: McKesesport] — rkm@groom.com
Bernard Mayer [Oklahoma] — Bernie@m47303.com
David Mayo —dmayo@paulweiss.com
Thomas C. Mazza — tmazza@dbllp.coms
Robert McAlpine — rmcalpine63@comcast.net
Larry McBride [U.S. town & DPO cancels] — lgmcbride@yahoo.com
David McCord [Doanes, Type E 4-Bars + AK,WA,WY,NV,OR covers]

—damac52@comcast.net
R.J. McEwen [Eastern Oregon] — rjmcewen@aol.com
Chuck & Jan McFarlane [Ausdenmoore-McFarlane Stamps]

— mcmichigan@charter.net
Bob McKain [Pittsburgh, Alaska Hiway & AK APOs]— 57-vette@comcast.net
Michael E. Mead [Britannia Enterprises – dealer]— meadbritannia@aol.com
Jim Mehrer [Dealer. Collects expo’s, Navy ships]—mehrer@postal-history.com

   & website http://www.postal-history.com
Steve Merchant [Stampless letters] — smerchant@adelphia.net
Doug Merenda [Columbians on cover, Columbian Expo]

— ddm_50@yahoo.com
Charlie Merrill [US postal history] — cwm04@sbcglobal.net
Robert G. Metcalf [“Coal” on cover/St.Louis/so.Illinois] — jax@mum.net
Mark Metkin [Idaho postal history] — metkin@mindspring.com

website: http://www.mindspring.com/~metkin/idahoindex.html
Jewell Meyer [Arizona - CA] — jlmeyer_2000@yahoo.com
James W. Milgram [Civil War, U.S. Stampless, Pictorial stationery]

— j-milgram@northwestern.edu
Corbin Miller [Idaho P.h., photo postcards] — clm@lastphase.com
Minneman, Lynn [Portland, Oregon area] — lminnema@msn.com
Harvey Mirsky [US 1847 issue] — HarveyMirsky@aol.com
John Moffatt [Stamps-world] —moffatts2419@sbcglobal.net
John Moore [US Exposition/World’s Fair]—modelpo57@yahoo.com
Steve Morehead [Colorado postal history] — steveasc@ix.netcom.com
Alan Moser [Iowa postal history] — amoser1537@comcast.net
James H. Moses [postal censorship]—jhcmoses@bellsouth.net
Darren Mueller [WI-Fond du Lac Co p.history]—darren.mueller@juno.com
Roberta Muelling [Looney tunes, animation, women, WI]

— mrspeel@alltel.net
John G. Mullen [WA; flags; Ntl Air Mail Week; Snohomish,Skagit, Island

County] —longjohn.wa007@netzero.com
Jim Myerson [US Navy & pioneer airmail,WA-Franklin]

— jpm_ww@yahoo.com
Larry Neal [Holmes & Coshocton Counties, Ohio]—larryln@valkyrie.net
Burnham Neill [FL-Miami/Dade DPOs on PPCs; some MS, MO]

— mbneill@bellsouth.net

Gerald Johnson [3c 1851; auxiliary markings] — johnson66@charter.net
William H. Johnson [Florida p.history] — whjdds@aol.com
Charles A. Jones [CO & Prexy postal history] — cgjones3614@bresnan.net
Robert D. Jones [Nebraska postal history, esp. DPOs]

— robwanjones@charter.net
Rodney Juell [Series of 1922] — rajuell@lycos.com
Barton D. Kamp [Massachusetts postal history] — bartdk@verizon.net
Gordon Katz [Maryland & DE postal history, postal history on postcards]
 — gccats@verizon.net
Robert Keatts [Walla Walla Co., WA p.h.] —  lkeatts@msn.com
Dick Keiser [Dealer-military/censored covers, revenues] — dickkeiser.com
Rodney Kelley [Arkanas, esp Conway & Pope counties]— rkel@swbell.net
Curtis R. Kimes [US naval postal history] — pmarche@jps.net
John L. Kimbrough [Confederate states] — jlkcsa@aol.com
Kelvin Kindahl [New England p.h.; postmarks] — Kelvin01027@charter.net
Bob Kittredge [US Airmail postal stationary, UC1 & UC16]

— caljenkitt@aol.com
Lucien Klein [Prexies, OR: Marion & Grant Co] — lusal@msn.com
Ron Klimley [Florida WWII, machine cancels, Tampa Spanish American War]

— rklimley@tampabay.rr.com
Eric Knapp [Alaska postal history] — eknapp@gci.net
Daniel M. Knowles [NY: Suffolk Co, Long Island; 3c 1861-auxiliary markings]

— dknowles@med.cornell.edu
Kent Kobersteen [US Scott CII, unusual commercial usages, unusual

off-cover stamps] — kobersteen@gmail.com
William Kolodrubetz [classic US post office seals]—djp_wjk@verizon.net
Susan Kolze [Dealer-Nokomis Collectibles]—nokomiscollectibles.com
Paul Konigsberg [Museum of Postal History, NYC]

— pkonigsb@email.usps.gov
Van Koppersmith [Alabama & Mississippi p.h.] — cleave3@aol.com
Jim Kotanchik [Franklin Co., MA & PO Seals] — jimkot@verizon.net
George Kramer [U.S. west; western Europe, telegraph]— gjkk@optonline.net
Ken Kreager [CO postal history; series 1851-1857 3c + 1c +10c, Columbian &

Pan Am Covers, German states]— stampman@buffalopeak.com
Jon E. Krupnick [Pacific Flights 1936-46 & US Pacific Possessions]

— jonpac@aol.com
George Kubal [Dealer] — geokubal@aol.com
Alfred Kugel [20th Cent. Military Mail, US Possessions & Offices Abroad]

— afkugel@hotmail.com
Rick Kunz [RPO, AGT, RR postmarks] — rkunz@eskimo.com (see also Mobile

Post Office Society)
William O. Kvale [MN Territorials] — flo3wil@aol.com
Charles LaBlonde [WWII mail to & from Switzerland & Red Cross]

— clablonde@aol.com
Walter LaForce [US Doanes & NY RFD & Co/PM cancels].

—vlwl@rochester.rr.com
Gary Laing [VA:Shenendoah, Warren, Wythe Co] — laing@naxs.com
Dick Laird [U.S. Doanes and Indiana Postal History] — d.laird@insightbb.com
Lawrence Laliberte [Poughkeepsie, NY p.h.; Transport Airs on cover]

— largin1@verizon.net
Eliot A. Landau — [U.S. Registry, U.S. w/ Lincoln Stamps]

— elandau@aol.com
Russell C. Lang [Nebraska] — LangWhiteOak@nntc.net
Robert M. Langer [Boston ad covers; Carroll County NH]

— rla4141975@aol.com
Peter B. Larson [Idaho & U.S. postal history] — plarson@wsu.edu
Ken Lawrence — [Crystal Palace World’s Fair, 1853 New York, First Issue

Nesbett Envelopes] — apsken@aol.com
Wes Leatherock — wleathus@yahoo.com
Robert Leberman [N.W. PA; British Honduras] — rcleberm@winbeam.com
Howard Lee [U.S. 4th Bureau Issue 6c, 7c, 8c,11c, 12c, 13c, 14c, 17c ]

— gimpo@adnc.com
James E. Lee [Literature Dealer. Collects McHenry Co, IL]

—jim@jameslee.com & website:  www.jameslee.com
Leslie W. Lee [WI p.history & WI Doanes] — leslee@itis.com
Ron Leith [USA banknote issues to foreign destinations]

— ronleith@uniserve.com
Ron Lessard — ronlessard@att.net
Gilbert Levere [used US Postal 1905-1925, machine cnls to 1925]

— TOBGJL@aol.com
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Robert G. Rose [New Jersey p.h.] — rrose@pitneyhardin.com
Hal Ross [Kansas Territorials & postmarks] — halross@sbcglobal.net
Steven Roth [Inland & Coastal & Cross-Border Waterways,

Canada Inland Seas] — stevenroth@comcast.net
Art Rupert [Rural Branches & Stations, CPO] — aerupert@bentonrea.com
Roger Rydberg [Colorado postal history] — rrydberg5@comcast.net
Bill Sammis [US Express Company labels, stamps & covers]

— cds13@cornell.edu
William A. Sandrik [Dealer + collects Disinfected mail, Austrian Lloyd]

— sandrik42@verizon.net + www.ballstonphilatelics.com
Robert Sanford [auxiliaries]— rsanford50@hotmail.com
 A.J. Savakis [Ohio-machines] — mcsforum@earthlink.net
W. Michael Schaffer [UN postal history, forces mail] — unmike@msn.com
Allan Schefer [U.S. foreign mails 1861-1870; fancy cancels, 3c US 1861,

Bicycle ad cvrs & pcs, France 1871-75 ceres issue, prex]
—schef21n@netscape.net

Henry B. Scheuer .[U.S. FDCs, pre-1935] — hscheuer@jmsonline.com
Steve Schmale [Dealer-Western states.Collects Plumas & Placer Co, postcard

& photo views any small US towns — outweststeve@hughes.net
Dennis W. Schmidt [US Off postal stationery/covers]

— officials2001@yahoo.com
Fred Schmitt  [Dealer] — fred@fredschmitt.com & http://www.fredschmitt.com
Robert Schultz [Missouri postal history]— schulhstry@aol.com
Joseph Sedivy [1909 cners-cover&card; RPO, Chi stcars]

—JNJSED717@aol.com
Larry R. Sell [postal history/banknotes,1861,1902’s] — larrysell@infoblvd.net
Mike Senta [Alaska postal history] — msenta@mtaonline.net
Michael Serdy [Western Express] hmbgc15@comcast.net
Norman Shachat [Phila. & Bucks Co. PH] — nshachat@msn.com
Edwin H. Shane [Philippines, WWII military PI, masonic, Computers]

— edmarshane@earthlink.net
Robert Shaub[PA:York Co; MD:BaltimoreCo— farmersdaughter@cyberia.com
Stephen L. Shaw [Flag Cancels]—sshaw_firstview@sbcglobal.net
Terry Shaw [Alaska; Early Airmail] — cgsarchxx@aol.com
Timothy M. Sheehan [NM Territorial postal history]— sheehantm@aol.com
Lawrence Sherman [WWII-Foreign Destinations; APO at Washington

Monument 1943; Bolivia & Peru up to 1940; Chili Centennial issues,
1910l] — larrysherman@san.rr.com

David J. Simmons [Israel,Palestine,Gaza; U.S. Seaboard, Worcester MA]
— dsim465835@cs.com

Ed Siskin [U.S. Colonial, WWI, Free Franks] – jeananded@comcast.net
Phil Slocum [Dealer-worldwide covers] — sloc3261@bellsouth.net
Rich Small [Machine cancels, post offices] — rsmall003@comcast.net  &

http://hometown.aol.com/rsmall9293/mcfmain.htm
R. J. “Jack” Smalling [IA DPOs; baseball autogrs]

— jack@baseballaddresses.com
Chet Smith [US post offices; branches & stations] — cms@psu.edu
Jack M. Smith, Sr. [Texas DPOs; TX Doane Co-ordinator]— jandd@tstar.net
Thomas Smith [Mississippi postal history] — smiththomash@yahoo.com
Fred Smyithe — fredabet@paulbunyan.net
Gus Spector [PA ad covers & postal history] gspec56@aol.com
Jessie Spector [US postal history] — Jesse.Spector@verizon.net
Duane Spidle [CO & RPOs; 1907 & earlier precancels]

—dspidle@dspidle.cnc.net
Anita Sprankle [Northcentral PA DPOs] — lysprank@aol.com
Ken Srail [Dealer: 1893 Columbian Expo, http:www.srail.com]

— ken@srail.com
Ken Stach [Dakota & Nebraska territories] — kstach@houston.rr.com
Kurt Stauffer — [WWII POW mail & military]— kastauffer@aol.com
Randy Stehle — RSTEHLE@ix.netcom.com
Rex H. “Jim” Stever [Republic of Texas] — rhstever@hotmail.com
Carl Stieg [Washington, D.C.] — carl_phil@webtv.net
Seymour B. Stiss (Chicago & IL postal history)—sbstiss@msn.com
Robert Stoldal [Nevada] - stoldal@cox.net
Greg Stone [19th C postal history, esp MI] — michcovers@ec.rr.com
David L. Straight [Pneumatic mail; St. Louis, USPO forms] — dls@wustl.edu
Howard P. Strohn [CA: Monterey & San Benito Co]

— howardpstrohn@mybluelight.com
Marc Stromberg [Blood’s Despatch, CA: Alameda, C.Costa co.s; Ships of

Pearl Harbor & Clipper Mail]—marcsellshomes@msn.com

Bruce Nelson [Illus. pioneer postcards (1870-1898): govt postals & private
—landmarkpc@aol.com

Howard Ness — hbness@hotmail.com
Ray Newburn  [CO pre-wwII Pan Am Pacific Div; 4th & 5thBureaus (all rates]

— newburn@mindspring.com
Robert Nichols [Pony Express cancelled stamps, CA counties: San Diego,

San Bernardino, Orange, Alpine, Inyo, & Mono]dinic@earthlink.net
Dan Nieuwlandt [S. California,WWII, Belgian Congo]

—nieuwlandt33@msn.com
Bill Nix [OR & WA DPOs; Skamania Co., WA] — wanix@gorge.net
Jim Noll — [computer postage] jenca@pacbell.net
Joe Odziana — drjoeo@earthlink.net
James Oliver [VT, Canada]—jkoliver@together.net
Larry Oliver [Advertising covers, medical-related]—oliver.lawrence@mayo.edu
Douglas Olson [E.S.Curtis postcards, Ballard, WA, Perry (anniversary)

machine cancels] — gettyandole@msn.com
Robert Omberg [Idaho p.h.] — hsbebay@aol.com
Kevin O’Reilly [NWT, Yukon & Labrador; US APOs in Canada]

— kor@theedge.ca
Cathleen Osborne [Bells: Town names, advertising, pictorial]

— rickcath@olypen.com
Steve Pacetti [1861 1c, Hawaii, Prexies, CO postal history]

— sbp57@comcast.net
Dennis Pack [Sub-station postmarks; Utah ph, USCG] — packd@hbci.com
Ray Palmer [OR: Yamhill, Polk Counties] — rpalmer@onlinemac.com
Dr. Everett L. Parker [Pitcairn, Canada, Maine]— eparker@midmaine.com
Alan Parsons [US, UN, NY: Steuben, Schuyler & Chemung counties]

— alatholleyrd@aol.com
Norman Pence [OK & Indian Territory] — norpen@hotmail.com
Randy Pence [Yangtze River Patrol; WWI medical]— catclan@earthlink.net
Richard Pesot [ID, Mauritius, Tibet, U.S. 1869, Classic U.S.]

—rpesot@ajlewiscorp.com]
Paul E. Petosky [MI; US & Can p.o.s on pcs]  —paul_petosky@yahoo.com

Website: http://postmarks.grandmaraismichigan.com/
James C. Pierce [Dakota Territory; 1851-1861 3-c issue]

— jpqqwe@earthlink.net
Kenneth A. Pitt [Dealer. Collects LI NY, Dead Letter office to 1870, Pioneer

post cards] — pittj@erols.com
Hans Pohler [Ohio postal history, Germany, military] — hpohler@juno.com
Elwood Poore [DPOs, Auxiliary Markings] — woody-poore@msn.com
Stephen Prigozy [Telegraph & electrical covers] — prigozys@aol.com
Robert Quintero [Detroit Mail Boat/Detroit River Sta 1895-Current]

— qover@comcast.net
Peter Rathwell [AZ pre-1890;1869 US or Can lg Queens]

—prathwell@swlaw.com
Robert D. Rawlins [naval covers] — rawlins@sonic.net
Mark Reasoner [Ohio] mreasone@columbus.rr.com
Norval L. Rasmusen [VA; Tunisia, Algeria]—nrasmu@digitalconnections.net
Frank Reischerl [US postal history] — freischerl@cox.net
Thomas Richards [Movie star mail]— thomasr1@ohiodominican.edu
Martin Richardson [OH & IL ph, off sealed, Local posts]

— martinR362@aol.com
Thomas Richardson [North Carolina P.H., APOs] — stamps@northstate.net
Harold Richow [WWI & Civilian Conservation Corp covers]

— harr8@verizon.net
Al Ring [Arizona postal history] — ringal@comcast.net
Norm Ritchie [CO, UT, AZ & NM p.history + all US/Canada postmarks]

—  mnp123@comcast.net
Linda Roberts [UT: Park City PMs, PCs, stocks,Tokens,stereoviews, bottles,

etc] — robertsfamly@earthlink.net
William B. Robinson [Dealer; collects WI postal history]—wbrob@hotmail.com
Julius Rockwell [Alaska] — juliusro@alaska.net
Gilbert M. Roderick [Dealer. Downeast Stamps. Collects Straight line

stampless, cameo advertising, Maine p.h.] — destamps@acadia.net
James E. Rogers [VT machine canels, NH & ME flags]—J_Rogers@juno.com
Robert C. Roland [post cards, postal history, U.S.]

— robt.roland@sbcglobal.net
Romanelli, Paul [bkjacks on cvr; VT, ME p history]

— docroma2000@yahoo.com
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Robert B. Whitney [New London, CT; Brevard Co, FL; Benton Co., OR postal
history] — mcwrbwsa@yahoo.com

C. Michael Wiedemann [Cutlery ad cvrs, FL] — cmikew@mindspring.com
Louise Wile [postcards, Bucks Co. PA pmks] — alexander530@aol.com
David Williams [NY: Broome Co; NY State Star cancels]

— davidewilliams@insightbb.com &
www.broome-county-postal-history.com

Clarence Winstead [NC pcs, RPOs&Doanes]
—clarencewinstead@hotmail.com

Richard F. Winter [transatlantic mail] — rfwinter@bellsouth.net
Kirk Wolford [Dealer. Collects US pcs & stationery, military postal History

(all services), US p.h., possessions, & airmail]— krkstpco@goldstate.net
Wright, John [Dealer] — vwr6712105@aol.com
Ken Wukasch [Columbian Expo postal history] — kenwukasch@yahoo.com
Robert J. Zamen [Machine cancels & IL] — bzame@aol.com
Nicholas Zevos [Postal history of Northern New York]

— zevosn@potsdam.edu

POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETIES (Listed by request)
(For a Listing of ALL U.S. State Postal History Societies  see the Empire
State Postal History Society)— http://www.esphs.org/usphsoc.html
Michigan [Peninsular State Philatelic Society, Michagan’s Postal History

Society] — http://home.earthlink.net/~efisherco/
Mobile Post Office Society — http://www.eskimo.com/~rkunz/mposhome.html
Postal History Society — http://www.stampclubs.com/phs/index.htm

Bob Summerell [General PH, postal stationery, early cinema/theatre
deltiology] — kusummer@aol.com

Summers, Ron [Philadelphia;ad covers w/ furnaces]
—summers1@mindspring.com

Greg Sutherland [Dealer: Freeman’s philatelic literature]
—gregfreecoax.net    http://www.gregfree.com

Robert Svoboda [Montana postal history]— SVOBODA7@aol.com
Bob Swanson [WWI p.h.] — rds@swansongrp.com &

www.swansongrp.com/posthist.html
John Swanson [postcards, general p.history] — jns@johnninaswanson.com
Bill Tatham [California] — wtatham@charter.net
Michael Taugher  [So Cal-LA, Ventura, San Diego counties; Scandanavia

Baltic) — mtaugher@aol.com
Lavar Taylor [German Colonies, Hong Kong, US mail to Germany; German

Seapost/Schiffspost] — ltaylor@taylorlaw.com
Stephen T. Taylor [Dealer: USA stamps & postal history]

— staylor995@aol.com & www.stephentaylor.co.uk
Gerry Tenney [Wash,Franklins & Prx, Westch &Ulster Co NY, C23’s com use;

Cancels on banknots off cover,— gtenney@earthlink.net
The Collectors Club — (New York) collectorsclub@nac.net
David Thompson [Wisconsin p.h.] — thompdae@msn.com
Don Thompson [Stampless NH, MA, FL]  — thomcat7405@aol.com
Harvey Tilles [Prominent Americans series, perfins]— htilles@triad.rr.com
Don Tocher [19th Century US] — dontoch@ix.netcom.com &

http://www.postalnet.com/dontocher/
Allan Tomey [frontier military forts (post Civil War), war of 1812, esp Naval]

— atomey76@gmail.com
Bob Trachimowicz [Worcester, Mass. P.history; Wesson Tobs of Worcester]

— track@alum.wpi.edu
William Treat [CO: Clear Creek, Gilpin & Jefferson counties 1850s-1930s]

— jtsouthwest@msn.com
Kenneth Trettin — [IA: Floyd Co.&Rockford] hogman@onnitelcom.com
Tom Turner [Alabama postal history] — turnertomp@aol.com
William T. Uhls [19th C US & Canal Zone covers] — buhls@austin.rr.com
Bill Ulaszewski [Ohio history, covers, folded letters] — odeman99@aol.com
Tom Unterberger [WI: Douglas County] — unterberger@chartermi.net
Dirk van Gelderen [Alaska postal history] — dirk@esveld.nl
Jorge Vega-Rivera [Puerto Rico: 19th Century Maritime Mail & Spanish

American War 1898-1902] —portovega8@yahoo.com
George P. Wagner [US p.history-interesting uses-small banknotes to modern;

2nd & 4th Bureau, Wash-Frank, Prex, Liberty] — gpwwauk@aol.com
Tim Wait [IL: Boone Co, Wa Bicentenneal 1932, Spec Deliv Bicycle Airmail

Special Deliv combo]  — t.wait@insightbb.com
Jim Walker [NJ: Corvells Ferry Stamp Club. Collects Huntondon Co, NJ &

Bucks Co, PA postal history] — jiwalker@earthlink.net
W. Danforth Walker [MD: Baltimore, Howard Co., Westminster]

— dan@insurecollectibles.com
Gordon L. Wall [CA,NV,NM,WI,AZ pre-cancels; Finland]

— gordonwallwis@aol.com
Bill Wallace [IL: Cook, Lake, DuPage, Ogle counties; Chicago suburbs; ND:

western counties] — rberbill@aol.com
Charles Wallis [OK & Indian Territory] — charlesswallis@yahoo.com
Lauck Walton [Early US machine cancels, unusual usages on postal cards,

C&D, county & postmaster cancels] — jwalton@shentel.net
William C. Walton [Mexico, Territorial covers] — wcw078@webtv.net
Ron Wankel [Nebraska & WWII APOs on #UC9] — margiegurley@aol.com
Ron Ward [Maryland PH] — Anoph2@aol.com
Jim Watson [Mendocino/Lake Co. CA cancels] — pygwats@mcn.org
John S. Weigle [CA: Ventura Co; interrupted mail; officially sealed mail of

world, aux] — jweigle@vcnet.com
Rich Weiner [18th & 19th C letters w/ high content value; NC stampless Covers]

— rweiner@duke.edu
Larry Weinstock [Dealer-Western postal history; collects NW p.history, 2nd

Bureau issue use] — lwstampscovers@comcast.net
Douglas Weisz [Dealer U.S. covers] — weiszcovers@adelphia.net
Ken White [AZ, NM, & France] kenwhite@northlink.com
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Utah Post Offices of Navajo Tribal Lands

by Dennis H. Pack

Monument Valley, a special place known for
its rugged beauty and remoteness, is an in-
spiration to visitors. Its mention brings to

mind images of towering red buttes and vast distances.
Figure 1 shows a typical Monument Valley scene in
Utah. Each year, thousands of tourists are lured by the
beauty, variety and solitude of Monument Valley Tribal
Park, which celebrates its Golden Anniversary in 2008.

Monument Valley is only one part of southeastern Utah
and northeastern Arizona, and a much smaller part of
the Navajo Indian Reservation, most of which lies in
Arizona and New Mexico. Only 1,800 of the 24,000
square miles of the Navajo Indian Reservation are lo-
cated in Utah. 1

This article focuses on the history and postmarks of
post offices located on or adjacent to the Navajo In-
dian Reservation in Utah.

The Navajo Nation
A brief history of the Navajo Nation helps set the stage.
The Navajos refer to themselves as the Diné, meaning
the People. Scholars believe that they were a semi-
nomadic people who, over time, migrated from north-
western Canada to the southwestern United States,
arriving there by the end of the 16th century. Navajo
oral tradition does not include the migration, but states
that the Diné traveled through three lower worlds be-
fore emerging into this world, which they call Disoos.

The Navajos learned weaving from the Pueblo Indi-
ans, and obtained firearms, tools, and horses from the
Spaniards in the mid-1700s. They started raising goats
and sheep, and became excellent silversmiths. They
farmed where there was moisture, but did not live in
villages. Their hogans or dwellings were sometimes
located in clusters, but their summer homes were scat-
tered because of the needs of their flocks. Figure 2
shows an abandoned Navajo rock dwelling located on
the reservation near Lake Powell.

Figure 1  Monument Valley photographed along Highway 163 in Utah.
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The Navajo Nation is more than just
the Navajo Indian Reservation. Its ter-
ritory includes other non-contiguous
smaller reservations in Arizona and
New Mexico, but it is also a way of
life. The total area encompassed by the
Navajo Nation is larger than ten of the
50 US states.2 Not all lands located in-
side the reservation belong to the Na-
vajo. A Hopi Indian Reservation was
created inside the Navajo Indian Res-
ervation in 1962, some lands are jointly
used by the Hopi and Navajo, and other
lands, especially in the eastern portion
of the reservation, are privately owned
or administered by state or Federal gov-
ernments.

Much more could be written about the
Navajo people, their rich history and

traditions, but this introduction is sufficient for this
study.

The Navajos raided and fought against those who oc-
cupied their lands. By the mid-1800s, clashes between
the Navajos and other Native Americans, Mexicans
and US troops had destroyed the Nava-
jos’ homes, crops and livestock. Most of
the remaining Navajos were rounded up
and forced to walk 300 miles to Bosque
Redondo, near Fort Sumner, New
Mexico, where many died. In 1868, after
spending four years in horrible condi-
tions, the Navajos signed a treaty that cre-
ated the Navajo Indian Reservation and
required them to live there. They were to
be provided sheep and cattle, but had to
promise, among other things, that they
would not molest travelers or interfere
with the construction of railroads, and
they had to renounce claim to all lands
outside of the reservation. Map 1 shows
the size and location of the original Na-
vajo Indian Reservation and its current
boundaries.

The bounds of the traditional Navajo
lands include four sacred mountains:
Mount Blanca near Alamosa in San Luis
Valley, Colorado; Mount Taylor north of
Laguna, New Mexico; the San Francisco
Peaks near Flagstaff, Arizona; and Mount
Hesperus in the La Plata Mountains, Colo-
rado. These are also shown on map 1.

Figure 2  Abandoned rock Navajo dwelling located in Utah on the Navajo
Indian Reservation near Lake Powell, 1968.

Map 1  The size and location of the original Navajo Indian Reservation
and its current boundaries.
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Where people can live on the reservation is determined
to a large extend by the availability of water. But wa-
ter alone is not enough. Most of the Navajo Indian
Reservation land in Utah is rock or rough broken land
that is not irrigable. Only part of the land is even 25%
irrigable.3 The best place for farming on the reserva-
tion in Utah was along the San Juan River.

Explorers, Travelers, Settlers
The first white men to enter what is now the Navajo
Indian Reservation in Utah were probably Spanish
traders and explorers. They were followed by moun-
tain men, who trapped the San Juan and Colorado Riv-
ers. Other travelers and explorers entered the area to
trade or journeyed through on their way somewhere
else. Their history includes many fascinating stories.
This study is limited to those communities where US
post offices were located.

The first white settler in this area is said to be Peter
Shirts, who moved from Colorado in 1877 and settled
where Montezuma Creek meets the San Juan River.
Two years later, a scouting party from the LDS Church
traveled through the area seeking a suitable location
for a settlement in southeastern Utah. They built Fort
Montezuma on the San Juan River two miles above
the mouth of Montezuma Creek. Two families re-
mained, and the rest of the group returned to Cedar
City in southwestern Utah to bring other settlers.

In October of 1879, a larger group of 230 men, women
and children left Cedar City for Fort Montezuma. They
hacked and blasted their way through Hole-in-the-
Rock down to the Colorado River, then climbed the
other side over very difficult terrain before stopping
at Bluff, Utah, 18 miles short of their goal. After trav-
eling six months, their supplies were gone and they

were exhausted. Some time later, part of
the group continued to Montezuma Creek.
They dug ditches and built waterwheels to
divert the river to their crops.

Post Offices were established at Bluff and
Montezuma December 13, 1880, the first
post offices in this remote corner of the
state. Chas. E. Walton was the first post-
master at Bluff, and James Davis was the
first postmaster at Montezuma. The Bluff
Post Office was discontinued May 31,
1881, but re-established March 22, 1882,

The Navajo Indian Reservation in
Utah
The Navajo Indian Reservation didn’t extend into Utah
until May 17, 1884, when President Chester A. Arthur
added all lands in Utah south of the San Juan and Colo-
rado Rivers to the reservation along with lands in Ari-
zona and New Mexico. In 1892, pressure from min-
ing interests and homesteaders resulted in some of
these lands being placed back in the public domain,
but in 1908 they were returned to the reservation. In-
dian agents petitioned to have lands on the north side
of the San Juan River added to the reservation to en-
able the Navajo to become more self-sufficient. Presi-
dent Theodore Roosevelt added lands between the San
Juan River and the Colorado border in 1905. Lands
previously settled or claimed there were excluded. The
number of Navajos was increasing, and they needed
additional grasslands to support their flocks and herds.
Other parcels of land were added to the reservation
over the years, including one by the US Congress in
1958 to replace land covered by Lake Powell.

The Navajos are not the first native peoples to live in
this area. Remains of ancient dwellings and irrigation
works constructed by the Anasazi are found along the
drainage of the San Juan and Colorado Rivers. Figure
3 shows the ruins of a cliff dweller house photographed
in Butler Wash west of Bluff in 1921. The Ute tribes
also occupied the land before the Navajos.

In the late 1880s, the US Senate passed a bill that would
have set aside much of San Juan County as a reserva-
tion for the Ute Indians, but opposition by non-Indian
groups kept this from happening. The fight over the
land and who had the right to use it continued well
into the 1900s.

Figure 3  Ancient cliff dwelling in Butler Wash, west of Bluff, 1927.
Photograph courtesy of the U.S. Geological Survey.
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or leaving gates open as they traveled through. The
result was conflict in which both sides felt they were
right. Eighteen non-LDS families lived there by 1880.

The McElmo Post Office was established March 3,
1884. The first postmaster was Joseph F. Daugherty.
It was discontinued December 18, 1888.

Information about Riverview, Utah, is scarce. A sci-
entific expedition under the auspices of Illustrated
American magazine collected specimens of mammals
at Riverview in 1892, placing it 40 miles upstream on
the San Juan River from Bluff.4 One study places it at
the Mitchell ranch,5 and another says it was located at
the same site occupied later by Holyoak, Guillette and
Aneth.6

The Riverview Post Office was established
May 26, 1887, with James Carroll as post-
master. It was discontinued April 18, 1895.

Map 2 shows the location of Bluff,
Montezuma, McElmo and Riverview in the
far southeastern corner of Utah on an 1893
US Department of Interior land use map.

Holyoak was settled in 1882 by John
Holyoak. The town consisted of a home and
a store that contained the post office. Two
additional families built homes, but they
eventually moved on, as did Holyoak.
Some time later, a passerby observed, “Its
lonesome cabins and rude chimneys be-
came the doleful abode of rats and chip-
munks, until the pestulent [sic] river
whittled the sand from under them and scat-
tered their logs along winding banks.” 7

with Joseph A. Lyman as postmaster. It is still in op-
eration. Figure 4 shows the Bluff Post Office as it
appeared in 1976 and 2006.

A spring flood in 1884 destroyed the waterwheels,
filled the ditches with sand, and washed away the
homes at Montezuma. The discouraged settlers moved
on. The Montezuma Post Office was discontinued
August 21, 1884.

McElmo Canyon was a major route for Indians trav-
eling between Colorado and the San Juan River in
Utah. When white settlers moved into the canyon in
1878 and blocked its narrow walls with brush or pole
fences, the Indians felt justified in tearing them down

Figure 4  Bluff Post Office buildings as they appeared in 1976 and 2006.

Map 2 The locations of Bluff, Montezuma, McElmo and Riverview in
the southeastern corner of Utah and shown on an 1893 US
Department of Interior land use map.
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law firm for a letter mailed to E.L. Goodridge. It is
postmarked September 1, 1910, at Salt Lake City, and
marked “Via Bluff”. The back bears a Moab received
marking dated September 3, 1910, a Bluff received
marking dated September 7, 1910, and a Goodridge
4-bar cancel dated September 14, 1910. Mail service
between Bluff and Goodridge, a distance of about 25
miles, took a week.

The Goodridge Post Office was discontinued April
15, 1912.

Mexican Hat, located two-and-a-half miles north of
Goodridge and three-quarters of a mile from the San
Juan River, was also the center of much drilling ac-
tivity. Mexican Hat is named for a nearby sombrero-
shaped rock, shown in figure 6 in a 1930 photograph
by the author’s grandfather.

The Holyoake Post Office was es-
tablished March 3, 1896. Mary A.
Tozer was the first postmaster. The
Postal Bulletin places it ten miles
south of the old site of Riverview8

[author: probably downstream].

The Record of Appointment of
Postmasters for Utah reports that
the Holyoake Post Office was re-
named Anseth January, 12, 1900,
that this was rescinded January 17,
1901, and that Holyoak was re-
named Aneth January 26, 1901.
Howard R. Antes was postmaster
when the name was changed. In
April 1901, he reported to the Post
Office Department that the post of-
fice was located at the Faith Hope
Mission one-fourth mile north of
the San Juan River and one-and-
a-half miles west of McElmo
Creek.

The San Juan River flooded in
1884, 1905 and 1911, washing
away crops, irrigation ditches and
homes. Many settlers came to the
conclusion that farming in this part
of the country was better suited to
raising livestock than crops.

Prospectors
Others came into the area to search
for mineral wealth. Prospecting started by the 1880s;
first, gold, then oil, and, later, uranium. In 1879-80,
E.L. Goodridge traveled the length of the San Juan
River and beyond by boat, searching for gold. He found
only small amounts of fine-grain gold, but it was
enough to spark a gold rush in 1892. Very little gold
was mined, and the rush was over in a year.

Evidence of oil was more abundant. The first oil seep
was staked out in 1882, and Goodridge also found oil
from seeps floating on the river during his trip. In 1908,
Goodridge brought in a gusher, and by the next year
the oil boom was well under way. The site of
Goodridge’s home and claim became a freighting cen-
ter for activity in the area.

The Goodridge Post Office was established Septem-
ber 19, 1908, with Emery L. Goodridge at postmaster.
Figure 5 shows both sides of an envelope used by a

Figure 5  Cover mailed from Salt Lake City to E. L Goodridge at Goodridge
that took 13 days to reach its destination.
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Benefits of the oil boom in-
clude improved roads in the
area and a bridge over the San
Juan River at Goodridge. As
the boom ended, many people
left Mexican Hat, and the post
office was discontinued July
15, 1913. Figure 7 shows the
bridge over the San Juan River
just south of Goodridge in
1927. By 1930, Mexican Hat
was abandoned, and
Goodridge had been renamed
Mexican Hat.10

The Aneth Post Office was re-
established September 4, 1923,
with Anna I. Ross as postmas-
ter. It was discontinued May
31, 1924.

Uranium had few industrial uses before the develop-
ment of the atomic bomb and atomic energy. It was
used as a pigment and to make watch faces glow in
the dark, among other things. The demand for ura-
nium started during and after World War II. In 1944,
the first uranium claim on the reservation in Utah was
leased by the Office of Indian Affairs near Oljato. A
boom developed that lasted throughout the 1950s.
Navajos were encouraged to look for the mineral, and
several rich deposits were found by them.

The boom also brought economic development as
roads were built throughout the reservation. Navajos
worked in many of the mines. The Atomic Energy
Commission purchased all of the high grade uranium
produced until 1970. A uranium processing plant was
built near Mexican Hat in 1957.

The Mexican Hat Post Office was re-established
March 9, 1957. James E. Hunt was the first postmas-
ter. On January 31, 1976, it was made a CPO with
Blanding as its supervising post office. Figure 8 shows
the Mexican Hat CPO located in the Mexican Hat
Trading Post in 1976 and in the Shell Food Mart in
2006.

In 1988, production of uranium in the US became un-
economical when the US Supreme Court ruled that
foreign produced uranium could be imported into the
US.11

In 1910, Mexican Hat was described as “a ‘thriving
village’ that boasted a platted townsite; a telephone
line that would soon connect through Bluff, Blanding,
and Monticello to Thompson with its Western Union
terminal; a water system with eight hundred feet of
pressure; a hotel and restaurant; and a ‘goodly num-
ber of citizens who propose to make their residence
permanent.’”9

A post office was established at Mexican Hat Novem-
ber 4, 1910. Ezekiel Johnson was the first postmaster.

The quantity of oil produced during the boom was
relatively small. Most of the producing wells were
located within a mile-and-a-half radius around
Goodridge and Mexican Hat. The costs of finding and
drilling for the oil, then transporting it to market were
extremely high. The oil boom ended in 1912, although
some companies continued to drill.

Figure 6  The Mexican Hat rock formation for which the town is named, about
1930.  Photograph by Frederick J. Pack.

Figure 7  San Juan River with Goodridge bridge, 1927.
Photograph courtesy of the U.S. Geological Survey
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Traders
Trading between cultures predates the reservation, but
trading posts did not appear on the Navajo Indian Res-

ervation in Utah un-
til 1885. They be-
came widespread
starting about 1900.
Trading posts fos-
tered cultural ex-
change and made
new goods available
to the Navajos that
would alter their
lifestyle, not always
for the better. Over
the years, more than
a dozen trading posts
in Utah served the
Navajo Indian Reser-

At the same time that uranium prospecting and min-
ing was most intense on the reservation, interest in
oil production bloomed. In 1956, 20 wells were sunk
in the Aneth-
Montezuma Creek
area, each produc-
ing an average of
800 barrels of crude
a day.12 The Navajo
Nation was paid
millions of dollars
in royalties for the
oil, but most of the
benefits were felt in
the central part of
the reservation,
rather than in
Utah.13

The Montezuma
Creek Post Office
was established July 1, 1959, with
Larry R. Fuller as acting postmas-
ter. Figure 9 shows the Montezuma
Creek Post Office in 2006.

The Aneth Post Office was re-es-
tablished June 1, 1960, with Mrs.
Claudia M. Blair as postmaster.
Aneth became a rural branch of the
Montezuma Creek Post Office June
17, 1966. The parent post office of
the Aneth CPO was changed to
Blanding August 4, 1980. Figure 10
shows the Aneth CPO in 2006.

Figure 8  The Mexican Hat Community Post Office sites, photographed in 1976 and 2006.

Figure 9  The Montezuma Creek Post Office, photographed in 2006.

Figure 10  The  Aneth CPO in 2006.
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In 1906, John and Louise
Wertherill built a trading
post at Oljato on an aban-
doned mining claim that
was located within the
Navajo Indian Reserva-
tion, but not part of it. By
1910, they decided that the
main travel route of the
Navajo lay further south,
so they moved their trad-
ing post to Kayenta, Ari-
zona. John Witherill trav-
eled throughout southeast-
ern Utah, often serving as
a guide.

The Oljato Post Office was
established January 27,
1908, with John Witherill

as postmaster. It was moved 20 miles south into Na-
vajo County, Arizona, January 31, 1911. A cover
mailed at Oljato in 1910 appears in figure 11.

When the author visited Oljato in 1976, the Monu-
ment Valley Rural Station was located there. The
Monument Valley Rural Station was established No-
vember 1, 1968, under the administration of the Mexi-
can Hat Post Office. On January 31, 1976, Monument
Valley became a Community Post Office (CPO)15 un-
der the Blanding Post Office. When the author visited
the Goulding Trading Post in 2006, the Monument
Valley CPO was located nearby. Photographs of the
Monument Valley CPO at Oljato in 1976 and at
Goulding in 2006 are shown in figure 12.

vation. This study is limited to those communities
where a US post office was also located, including
Aneth, Bluff, Goulding, Mexican Hat, Montezuma
Creek, and Oljato. The Navajos could establish trad-
ing posts wherever they wanted on the reservation;
white traders had to trade at sites approved by the
government.

A trading post at Aneth opened in 1885. Aneth, said
to be a Hebrew word meaning “The Answer”, was
named by Howard R. Antes, who was postmaster when
the name was changed from Holyoake, mentioned
above.14 The Aneth Post Office was discontinued Oc-
tober 15, 1913, but the trading post continued.

Figure 11 Cover postmarked Oljato August 5, 1908.

Figure 12  Monument Valley Rural Station/Community Post Offices in a trailer at Oljato in 1976 and Goulding in
2006.
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more accessible than it was when
the first automobiles struggled into
the area in the 1920s. Figure 14
shows a party of tourists visiting
the reservation in about 1930.

The rugged beauty of the land and
its opportunities for recreation and
access to the Navajo culture
beckon, and tourism has become a
major industry. As the Navajo
Tribal Parks and Recreation De-
partment celebrates of the Golden
Anniversary of Monument Valley
Tribal Park in 2008, they will of-
fer many events and plan to open
a five-star resort.

Post Offices and
Postmarks
The communities that sprang up on

the Navajo Indian Reservation in Utah were similar
in many respects to other small communities through-
out the country. They wanted a post office that would
put them on the map, link them with the rest of the
world through mail service, serve as a gathering-place,
and foster the economy of the community. But these
post offices were sometimes even more ephemeral that
the communities they served. For many years, when
the postmaster was changed, the post office usually
moved, usually to the business or home of the new

Goulding, which is just north of the Utah-Arizona bor-
der, takes its name from the Goulding Trading Post,
which was established by Harry and Leone “Mike”
Goulding in 1925. Goulding was instrumental in
bringing Monument Valley to the attention of film di-
rector John Ford, who filmed a number of films there.
The Gouldings did much to benefit the Navajo over
the years. Figure 13, taken looking north from
Goulding, shows a memorial honoring the Gouldings.

Tourism
Many visitors to the Na-
vajo Indian Reservation in
Utah have life-long
memories of the exciting
things they did there,
which might have in-
cluded photographing
rock formations in Monu-
ment Valley, running the
San Juan River in boats
and rafts, marveling at the
grandeur of Rainbow
Bridge, visiting archeo-
logical sites and experi-
encing the Navajo culture.
John Witherill, Harry
Goulding and many oth-
ers promoted the area as
a tourist destination. It is

Figure 13  Looking north from the Goulding Trading Post from a memorial to
its finders, Harry and Leone “Mike” Goulding

Figure 14  Automobiles on the reservation by a party of tourists about 1930.
Photograph by Frederick J. Pack.
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by the President were paid according to how much
business their office did. This was measured in part
by the sale of stamps, stamped envelopes and other
postal supplies. The more business conducted at an
office, the more money the postmaster was paid.

Table 1 shows the postmaster compensation recorded
for the post offices in this study between 1883 and
1911. The pattern of office payments in the table is as
interesting as the amounts. With the exception of Bluff,
which appears every year, offices were only open for
short periods of time. For the most part, the earlier
offices had less compensation than the more recent
ones.

postmaster. It has been difficult to pinpoint the exact
location of some of the post offices because the reser-
vation had not been surveyed, so reference points and
distances were often imprecise. Map 3 shows the
author’s best estimate of where the post offices in this
study were located.

The Official Register of the United States, which was
published by various government agencies in the odd-
numbered years 1816-1911, provides some informa-
tion about post offices and their postmasters. Among
other things, it lists the compensation paid postmas-
ters the year of publication. Postmasters not appointed

Map 3  Location of post offices in and adjacent to Navajo Tribal Lands in Utah.

Table 1 - Postmaster compensation for Utah Post Offices located on or adjacent to Navajo Tribal Land 1883-1911.



January 2008       19

Conclusion
The portion of the Navajo Indian Reservation that lies
in Utah is a very special place. Its beauty, variety and
openness invite wonder and exploration. But it was
the resources in the form of land, water and minerals
that brought many non-native people to the reserva-
tion or its fringes. They battled the climate and trav-
eled great distances to build homes, farm, trade, pros-
pect or otherwise inhabit the land. They left a mark
that sometimes disappeared, but their communities live
on in many ways, including through their postmarks.

The Navajo people have faced many challenges on
the reservation including exploitation from some who
came to use their land—land that was created for them
by the Holy People. The Navajo are to protect the
land, and to express gratitude for it in daily prayer.
They ask the blessing below for themselves and for
their visitors.

May it be beautiful before me.
May it be beautiful behind me.
May it be beautiful above me.
May it be beautiful below me.
May I walk in beauty.18 ...............................

The smallest amount is $10.00 paid the postmaster at
Goodridge in 1911; the largest is $464.00 paid the
postmaster at Bluff in 1909. Figure 15 shows a regis-
tered cover postmarked at Bluff January 6, 1887, from
the collection of LaMar  E. Peterson.

Postmaster compensation is often regarded as an in-
dicator of the number of postmarks that could be avail-
able from an office. The higher the compensation, the
larger the number of postmarks that could be avail-
able from that office. Postmaster compensation is only
one factor in determining postmark scarcity. See La
Posta publisher Richard W. Helbock’s excellent ex-
planation of his approach to determining the scarcity
of postmarks on pp. 3-5 of the August-September 2007
issue.

The scarcity of Utah postmarks has been rated by two
authors:  Helbock in Western Post Offices,16 and Lloyd
Shaw in Utah Post Offices.17 Both authors rate the
markings from the older offices in this study as scarce
to rare. This seems to agree with the postmaster com-
pensation figures which indicate that postmarks might
be available, but certainly they would not be plenti-
ful.

The postmarks seen by the author are either 4-bar can-
cels or double-circle date stamps (DCDS), with the
exception of a Doane cancel from Bluff. Figure 16
shows representative cancels used by the contempo-
rary post offices in this study.

Figure 15  A registered cover mailed January 6, 1887, from Bluff, Utah, to New York City.  From
the collection of LaMar E. Peterson.
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Figure 16  Representative postmarks from modern post offices covered in this study. Aneth 4-bar postmark from the
Willett-Thompson collection of the Postmark Collectors Club

End Notes
1http://www.media.utah.edu/UHE/n/NAVAJOINDIANS.html and http://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Navajo_Nation
2 http://www.navajo.org/history.htm
3 Navajo Atlas, Map 18, p. 37.
4 Quoted at digitallibrary http://digitallibrary.amnh.org/dspace/bitstream/
2246/847/1/B005a06.pdf
5 Robert S. McPherson, “Navajos, Mormons and Henry L. Mitchell: Caul-
dron of Conflict on the San Juan River, Utah Historical Quarterly, Vol.
55, No. 1 (Winter 1987), pp. 50-65.
6 xx
7 P. D. Lyman, Journal, p. 77; A. R. Lyman History, p. 32 quoted in
McPherson, A History of San Juan County, pp. 102-103.
8 Postal Bulletin, 4928, April 29, 1896, p. 1
9  McPherson, A History of San Juan County, pp. 249-250.
10 Pagosa On-line http://www.fourcornerssw.com/us_163_west.html
11 Walter Jones, “The Growth of Utah’s Petroleum Industry,” Beehive
History 16, p. 21.
12 Richard A. Firmage, A History of Grand County, p. 352.
13 McPherson. pp. 208-209.
14 McPherson, p. 18.
15 The designation Community Post Office was adopted by the US Postal
Service in 1973 for rural postal units.

16 See Richard W. Helbock. Western Post Offices. La Posta Publications:
Lake Oswego, 1993.
17 See Lloyd W. Shaw. Utah Post Offices. Privately published, 1998.
18 Quoted by Ray Russell in Navajo Parks and Recreation Department
http://www.navajonationparks.org/
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COLORADO
1 CANADIAN, 1887 VG LIGHT DC ON COVER (83-91). EST. $150
2 SQUIRREL CREEK, 1914 G 4-BAR ON PC W/CORNER BEND (11-16).$20
3 SUGAR LOAF, 1911 VG 4-BAR REC’D ON PPC (67/44). EST. $6
4 SUMMIT OF PIKES PEAK, 1924 F C/C DC ON PPC. EST. $5
5 SUNSET, 1906 VG DOANE ON PPC W/CREASE (83/21). EST. $12
6 TUTTLE, 1910 VG 4-BAR REC’D & O/S ON PPC (83-18). EST. $15
7 VALDEZ, ca1910 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (10-62). EARLY. EST. $5
8 WALDORF, 1907 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (08-12). EST. $5
9 WOLFCREEK, 1911 VG 4-BAR REC’D & O/S ON PPC (10-19). EST $25

IDAHO
10 ROSSFORK, 1907 F 4-BAR ON TONED PC W/SM TEAR (96-11). E. $20
11 SOUTH BOISE, ca1910 G+ 4-BAR ON PPC (07-15). EST. $8
12 STARKEY, 8/12/07 F EKU DOANE REC’D ON PPC (06-43). EST. $6
13 STONE, 1908 VG LIGHT SL ON PPC W/CORNER GONE (98-87). E. $30
14 SUNFIELD, 12/08/05 F EKU DOANE ON REG’D REC CARD (05-11) $20
15 TWIN LAKES, 1913 F 4-BAR ON PPC (10-17). EST. $35
16 VOLLMER, 1910 F 4-BAR ON PPC (07-19). EST. $5
17 WICKAHONEY, 1909 VG DC ON PPC (94-11). EST. $50
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19 HOMEPARK, 1907 G+ DOANE ON PPC W/CLOSED SPINDLE HOLE. $12
20 VIOLET, 1914 F 4-BAR ON PPC (08-15). EST. $35
21 WACO, 1908 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (07-18). EST. $20
22 WAGNER, 1909 4-BAR W/STAMP GONE (04/86). EST. $4
23 WASH GULCH, 1907 VG CDS ON PPC (69/07). EST. $35
24 WEST BUTTE, 1911 VG CDS ON PPC (01-25). EST. $12
25 YATES, 1914 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (08-20). EST. $20

NORTH DAKOTA
26 CHURCH, 1913 F 4-BAR ON PPC (12-19). EST. $35
27 DEAPOLIS, 1893 VG CDS ON COVER (88-16). EST. $20
28 FLAXTON, 1909 MS RFD (ROUTE, DATE & XMAS) ON PPC. EST. $5
29 GRABER, 1910 VG 4-BAR REC’D ON PPC (07-14). EST. $12
30 PURCELL, 1911 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (08-14). EST. $20
31 RUDSER, 1908 G+ DOANE REC’D ON PPC (06-17). EST. $6
32 SHERBROOKE, 1918 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (85-19). EST. $20
33 TYNER, 1909 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (61-12). EST. $20
34 WIRCH, 1908 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (00-34). EST. $6
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35 ELSIE, 1905 VG CDS ON PPC (92-43). EST. $6
36 PIONEER, 1910 G+ 4-BAR ON PPC (00-29). EST. $12
37 PITNER, 1909 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (01-10). EST. $20
38 POINT TERRACE, 1911 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (89-29). EST. $12
39 PORTLAND/CENTRAL STA, 1924 G+ DPLX ON PC (19-42 PER). $4
40 PORTLAND/ROSE CITY STA, 1910 G PARTIAL DPLX ON PC (10-14) $6
41 SHERWOOD, ca1910 TYPE 11 MS RFD (SCRIBBLE ONLY) ON PPC. $5
42 SINK, 1912 VG 4-BAR REC’D & O/S ON PPC (11-20). EST. $20
43 STEAMBOAT, 1910 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (88-15). EST. $35
44 TEMPLETON, 1910 VG DOANE ON PPC (98-17). EST. $12
45 WASTINA, 1918 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (15-25). EST. $40
46 WINBERRY, 1909 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (06-33). EST. $12
47 WOOLEY, 1908 VG DOANE ON PPC (05-12). EST. $25
48 WRENTHAM, 1914 F 4-BAR ON PPC (00-16). EST. $6

WASHINGTON
49 PEOLA, 1911 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (80-34). EST. $6
50 PILCHUCK, 1908 F 4-BAR ON PPC (90/22). EST. $6
51 ROCK LAKE, 1910 F 4-BAR ON PPC (07-15). EST. $35
52 RUBY, 1922 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (03-43). EST. $6
53 SEATTLE/GREENLAKE STA, 1927 VG DPLX ON PPC (01-45). EST. $5
54 SKYE, 1908 F 4-BAR REC’D ON PPC (86-11). EST. $6
55 SLATER, 1911 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (06-19). EST. $12
56 SOLDUC, 1915 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (11-16). EST. $20
57 TAMPICO, 1906 VG CDS B/S ON COVER (84-07). EST. $25
58 TEANAWAY, 1893 G+ CDS ON PSE W/EDGE FAULTS (85-01). $75
59 THORNWOOD, 1909 VG 4-BAR ON VERY CREASED PPC (08-12). $5
60 TWEEDIE, 1912 VG SLIGHTLY DOUBLED 4-BAR (08-16). EST. $25
61 VANCOUVER/MILITARY BR, 1918 G+ DPLX ON PPC (17-19). EST. $12
62 WACO, 1909 VG 4-BAR REC’D ON PPC (07-10). EST. $20
63 WILCOX, 1912 VG DOANE REC’D ON PPC (92-35). EST. $6
64 ZINDEL, 1902 VG CDS ON PSE W/EDGE FAULT (02-12). EST. $35

WYOMING
65 MAMMOTH HOT SPRINGS, 1901 VG DPLX ON PPC (80-02). EST. $20
66 NEIBER, 1910 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (08-38). EST. $6
67 OWEN, 1911 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (97-29). EST. $12
68 RAWHIDE BUTTES, 1907 VG CDS ON PPC (78/10). EST. $20
69 SWEETWATER, 1910 G+ LIGHT 4-BAR ON PPC (96-14). EST. $12
70 TOWER, 1910 F 4-BAR ON PPC (08-19). EST. $25
71 WALSH, 1910 F 4-BAR ON PPC (09-11). EST. $75
72 WARREN, 1910 VG CDS ON PPC (00-32). EST. $6
73 WILEY, 1907 F 4-BAR ON CREASED PPC (06-16). EST. $20
74 WOODROCK, 1910 VG DOANE ON PPC (05-13). EST. $35
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POSTMASTERS GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
XXXIII. William F. Vilas, 1885-1888
by Daniel Y. Meschter
The election of Grover Cleveland in November 1884 was
a turning point in post-Civil War America. He was the first
Democrat elected President after twenty-four years of
something less than tranquil Republican administrations
beginning with Lincoln. The campaign, ar-
guably the nastiest and certainly the most
colorful up to that time, was fought more
on personalities than issues1. James Blaine,
the Republican nominee, was charged with
having profited from his associations with
the railroads while Cleveland admitted to a
son born out of wedlock during a premari-
tal affair that led to the campaign song: “Ma,
Ma, where’s my Pa? Gone to the White
House, ha, ha, ha!” The star route fraud tri-
als and Arthur’s rejection by his own party’s
convention probably were enough to swing
the very close election to Cleveland by
62,700 votes out of a little less than ten
million cast.

A difference from Lincoln’s experience was that Cleve-
land benefited from early compliance with the Pendleton
Civil Service Reform Act of January 18832. Under the pa-
tronage system, Washington would have been flooded with
office seekers of doubtful qualifications expecting to re-
place the incumbent Republican appointees as they had
sought to replace Democrats in office at the time of
Lincoln’s first inauguration. It wasn’t just during a change
of parties, either. Garfield best described the office seekers
as “lying in wait,” for him, “like vultures for a wounded
bison.”

The Pendleton Act specifically required the Postmaster
General to arrange in classes certain clerks and other lower
echelon employees where they numbered as many as fifty.
It is probable only the Postmaster General’s office and the
Washington and New York post offices employed as many
as fifty eligible clerks and other employees. New appoin-
tees or “hires”  were required to be selected from rosters of
the highest scores from competitive examinations for the
class of clerk or employee to be appointed. While the Act
did not specifically protect incumbents from removal, com-
petitive examination tended to screen out incompetent job
seekers and thus shield incumbents from summary removal
for political reasons.

The classification process was completed under Timothy
Howe’s direction. Actually, clerks in the Washington of-
fice had long since been divided into five classes by salary
and gender even before Creswell’s 1872 revision of the
postal laws3. Ovington Weller of Maryland was the first

person appointed to a government job under the Pendleton
Act on August 20, 1883 when Walter Gresham appointed
him to a clerkship in the Post Office Department at $1,000
a year4.

As it happened, Grover Cleveland was a strong advocate
of the Civil Service system and increased the number of

civil service or “classified” positions
whenever he could. He added 5,320 posi-
tions to the Railway Mail Service during
his first term, increasing the classified ser-
vice by a third5.

Postmasters, however, were a different
matter. During his first full fiscal year in
office, Cleveland removed or suspended
247 postmasters or about 11% of the post-
masters in first, second, and third class post
offices subject to presidential appoint-
ment6. At the same time, the Postmaster
General (Vilas) removed approximately
9,300 fourth class postmasters or about
18% of fourth class postmasters subject to
his appointment.

William Freeman Vilas was born on July 9, 1840 at Chelsea,
Vermont to sturdy Green Mountain stock7. His father, Levi
Vilas, left the family farm at sixteen to work his way through
Randolph Academy after which he studied law and was
admitted to the bar. Five of his sons also earned baccalau-
reate degrees at a time when advanced education was far
from common. Levi Vilas, now wealthy from astute in-
vestments, a respected attorney, and an active Democrat,
moved his family to Madison, Wisconsin when William
was eleven to take advantage of the opportunities that vi-
brant new state offered professionally trained men.

Upon their arrival in Madison, William enrolled in the pre-
paratory department of the newly opened State University
where he completed his secondary education. He then en-
tered the University and graduated with a degree in the
classics in 1858. He completed his formal education in law
at the Albany (New York) Law School. Returning to Wis-
consin in 1860 he was admitted to the bar and opened a
practice by the time he was twenty.

During the next two years he drilled with a company of
militia, preparing for military service when it came time to
enlist. Finally, at the suggestion of Gov. Salomon, he raised
Company A of the 23rd Wisconsin Infantry. He naturally
became its captain a stepping stone to promotion to higher
rank as the war progressed. The 23rd was assigned to
Sherman’s army during the Vicksburg Campaign. After
being promoted first to major and then lieutenant-colonel,
he commanded the 23rd during a half dozen battles and in
the final assault on Vicksburg itself. Afflicted by illness

William F. Vilas, 1885
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Upon taking office, Cleveland appointed William F. Vilas
at Postmaster General; John S. Crosby, First Assistant, Leo
Knott, Second Assistant; and Abraham Hazen, Third As-
sistant. Among these, Crosby was a longtime friend of
Chester Arthur who appointed him Governor of Montana
Territory in 1882. According to Merrill’s biography in
American National Biography, Crosby succeeded Frank
Hatton as First Assistant from November 1884 through
February 1885. Leo Knott was a Democratic loyalist from
Baltimore while Hazen was a holdover from Hayes’ origi-
nal appointment in March 1877.

As a lawyer, politician, and intellectual with broad busi-
ness experience, Vilas focused his management of the Post
Office Department on administration and organization
rather than innovation. In fact, the Post Office had reached
such a level of efficiency few of its staff could imagine
any innovations or technological developments that might
significantly improve the processing, transportation, or
delivery of the mails. Yet the next twenty years would do
exactly that.

Vilas was noted for introducing improved business meth-
ods that succeeded in reducing costs in proportion to im-
proved service. Based on prior experience he personally
took charge of a complete revision of the postal laws and
regulations. By the addition of fast mail trains on key routes
and the cooperation of the railroads, he continued reduc-
ing the transit time of overland mails. A new treaty with
Mexico and an arrangement with Canada opened all of
North America to U.S. citizens at domestic rates and
parcel post service under conventions with foreign
countries was inaugurated to a maximum of eleven
pounds

In his 1887 and last annual report, Vilas reviewed the
workings of the Post Office in considerable detail8

Among other topics in which he expressed particular
personal interest, he discussed the salaries of post-
masters at length and stressed his view that the sala-
ries of many of the officers in the Department “are
grossly inadequate and unfair.” In this connection he
continued to plead for a Fourth Assistant Postmaster
General to take over some of the burdens of the First
Assistant. He reported the expansion of the carrier
service, but did not yet visualize it extending beyond
cities with 10,000 population or $10,000 in postal rev-
enues per annum.

More importantly, describing the methods Third and
Fourth Class Postmasters used to keep their accounts
and file their quarterly returns as “irrational and cum-
bersome” and a burden on both the Department and
the Auditor, Vilas had new account books prepared
and issued to every Third and Fourth Class Post Of-
fice together with new forms and instructions for

while on duty near New Orleans and his father’s call for
assistance in several legal matters, he resigned his com-
mission in 1865 and returned to Wisconsin to resume his
legal career.

Three passions dominated William Vilas’s professional life:
the law, the University of Wisconsin, and the Democratic
Party. As an attorney he was esteemed both for his rhetori-
cal skills as a trial lawyer and as a legal scholar. In 1868
after only three years practice following the war, he was
appointed a professor of law in the University’s new law
school, a position he held for seventeen years until he an-
swered his party’s call to Washington. Early in his aca-
demic career the state supreme court assigned him to pre-
pare a new edition of the “Wisconsin [law] Reports” and
in 1875 one of a team of distinguished attorneys to prepare
and publish the “Revised Statutes of Wisconsin.” He fur-
ther demonstrated his devotion to scholarship and the Uni-
versity by serving on the Board of Regents from 1881 to
1885 and appearing at public meetings where he urged rec-
ognition of Wisconsin’s need to develop a great Univer-
sity, including the establishment of a College of Agricul-
ture to serve Wisconsin’s emerging general agriculture and
dairy industries.

Vilas began his active interest in Democratic politics upon
his return to Wisconsin from Albany and opening his law
practice. Except during his war years, he regularly attended
county meetings and state conventions. He willingly
stumped for Democratic candidates during which he pol-
ished his natural oratorical skills.

His personal disposition was toward the party’s northern
or “bourbon” wing that believed government should en-
courage business leaders whose ability and enterprise it
thought would benefit all the people. Vilas believed the
ideas of the Bourbon Democrats would do as much to pro-
mote economic expansion as the policies of the Republi-
cans. For himself he became a “railroad lawyer” represent-
ing the rapidly expanding Chicago and Northwestern Rail-
road and joined the board of directors of a regional insur-
ance company.

Vilas was chosen a delegate to the 1876, 1880, and 1884
Democratic National Conventions and in 1876 was named
Wisconsin’s representative on the National Committee. He
impressed a number of party leaders for his grasp of na-
tional issues and his oratorical skills. He was elected the
permanent chairman of the 1884 convention in Chicago
and delivered the keynote address. He realized the neces-
sity of cooperating with eastern Democrats whose candi-
date, Grover Cleveland of New York, was the odds-on fa-
vorite to win the nomination for president. Vilas favored
Cleveland for his honesty and abilities, but understood that
Cleveland had limited interests in McKinley’s tariff pro-
posals that Vilas opposed as a matter of principle believ-
ing, as he did, in free trade.
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William Vilas quietly retired to his law practice, served
another term on the University’s Board of Regents, and
served the University in every other way he could. When
he died in Madison on August 27, 1908, he left a substan-
tial bequest to the University he continued to love until the
end.

(Endnotes)

Portrait of William F. Vlas courtesy National Directory
of the United States Congress.
1 DeGr(egorio, Wm. A. The Complete Book of U.S.
Presidents, Fifth Edition, New York, 2002, p. 325ff.
2 22 Stat 403l
3 17 Stat 253.
4 U.S. Government, Office of Personnel Management.
Our History, Washington, DC, nd.
5 Id.
6 Annual Report of the Post Master General, November
18, 1886, Serial 2466, pp, 4-6.
7 Se Vexler; National Cyclopedia; Biographical
Directory; and Horace Samuel Merrill, article in
American National Biography, New York, 1999 for
biographical sketches of William F. Vilas.
8 Annual Report of the Postmaster General, November
26, 1887, Serial 2540, pp. 12, 30, 37,83, 84.
9 DeGregorio, op cit, p. 346.

submitting their quarterly returns. These steps, he was as-
sured, would improve the reporting system and reduce
costs.

Perhaps the longest lasting of his accomplishments was
the organization of a library out of a mass of books stored
haphazardly in an out-of-the-way room. This appears to
have been the foundation of today’s Postal Service’s li-
brary and Office of the Historian.

Vilas and Cleveland became close friends in cabinet meet-
ings as a result of which Vilas was able to persuade Cleve-
land to abandon his indifference to the tariff issue in favor
of low tariff rates. Cleveland also respected Vilas’s admin-
istrative and legal skills so much that when he appointed
Interior Secretary Lucius Lamar to the Supreme Court, he
chose Vilas to replace him as of January 16, 1888. Vilas’s
principal assignment was to reform the Secretary’s judi-
cial functions, especially appeals from the decisions of the
General Land Office in which every western settler had a
vital interest. Unfortunately, time did not allow him to com-
plete his proposals. Cleveland won the popular vote in 1888
by a hundred thousand votes, but Harrison won in the elec-
toral college by carrying the larger states.

Vilas left office on Marcy 6, 1889. He returned to Wiscon-
sin where he resumed his law practice and rejoined the
faculty of the University’s Law School. He also resumed
stumping for Democratic candidates and appeared almost
daily throughout Wisconsin during the campaign of 1890.
It was agreed he played a major role sweeping a Demo-
cratic majority into the state legislature for the first time in
many years. The legislature in turn obliged by electing him
to a six-year term in the U.S. Senate beginning March 4,
1891. Thus he was in a position to support Cleveland in
Congress after Cleveland won a second term in 1892 in a
three-way race with Benjamin Harrison and James B.
Weaver representing the recently founded People’s or Popu-
list Party. Although the tariff was the dominant issue in the
campaign and Weaver won only about 9% of the popular
vote, his campaign was a harbin-ger of the future.9 Weaver
advocated nationalization of the telegraph, telephone and
railroad companies; “free silver;” a graduated income tax;
and creation of a postal savings bank.

The 1896 campaign brought Vilas’s political career to a
close. He was disillusioned by the stampede to Bryan at
the national convention and the emergence of monetary
policy as a national issue. Perhaps worse for someone who
had long supported business and the railroads, populist
reform was sweeping the upper mid-west where freight
rates were viewed as a form of economic oppression and
free silver as a way of putting money in the pockets of
working men. The movement in Wisconsin was led by the
Republican, Robert M. LaFollette whom Vilas helped oust
from Congress in the Democratic landslide of 1890. Fi-
nally, the legislature denied Vilas reelection to the Senate.
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By Michael P. Corriss
It’s just a plain cover, franked with a
common Scott’s 158 green three cent
Washington, addressed simply to an
A.T. Stewart New York City. The geo-
metric duplex of Sutton Neb. is dated
Feb 27. (Most likely 1875.) Fortu-
nately the original letter is still en-
closed.

           Sutton Clay Co  Nebr

A T Stewart

   sir

         I hope you will pardon me for
addressing you the way I am about
to do. I have read in the papers that
you wer very wealthy, and I thought
that perhaps you would lend me and
my family some asistance towards
living. I tell you nothing but the truth
when I say we have got nothing to
help our selves with the grasshop-
pers left us only thirty six bushels
of wheat and that is all we have had
for our bread and to feed our team
this winter and we have had no
vegatables of any kind we have sixty

This plain looking cover postmarked Sutton, Nebraska, in the mid-1870s carried a
letter that cried out for assiustance from a national disaster that was sweeping
America’s Great Plains.

acres of land ready for seed this spring, but no seed.
and no way that I can see of getting any unless you
will be kind enough to lend us some help. it is the
first aid that I have ever asked from any one and I
hope it will be the last time we shall be compelled to
ask aid.

I will send you my address so that if you should feel
disposed to help us you can do so

         Sutton Clay Co.

Mrs Phebe J Tepier Nebr

Luther French and seven children were the first per-
manent settlers in 1870. The next year his homestead
was platted as a townsite, named after Sutton, Massa-
chusetts. Tragedies beset the area around the Clay
County town. November 1871, a heavy snow storm
with massive drifts rapidly fell. A Mr. McGoon and
his son, living south of nearby Harvard, set out for
town, but bewildered and disoriented by the blowing
snow, the elder man became exhausted, beyond assis-
tance from his son, who pressed on and made it into
town. After the storm the old man was found at the
edge of town frozen stiff. November 14, 1872 fire
escaped from a homesteaders dugout and spread over
a large area, burning the grasses, some livestock, farm
tools, and a barn. Not long after another fire got out
of control when section men were burning a fire brake
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along the Burlington & Missouri River Rail Road.
Strong winds caused the fire to jump the tracks and
spread through the thick mat of dry grasses burning
many houses and reaching almost to the Platte River.
Sunday, April 13, 1873, a driving rain turnind into a
gale sleet storm. Most of the county’s livestock per-
ished as well as a mother and child who sought ref-
uge at a neighbor’s house they never reached. Then
the grasshoppers arrived.

Quoting Alfred T. Andreas’ 1882 book, History of the
State of Nebraska:

In July, 1874, swarms of grasshoppers came from
the northeast in such countless numbers as to make
the sunlight dim. So swiftly did they destroy the
crops, that a forty or an eighty-acre corn-field would
not last them more than two hours. The rank grow-
ing corn would literally bend over to the ground by
the weight of grasshoppers. Potatoes, garden veg-
etables, and crops of all kinds, excepting wheat and
barley already harvested, sugar-cane and broom-corn,

A two page letter delivers a heart-felt plea from a Nebraska farmer’s wife for assistance in surviving a devastating
plague of grasshoppers on the Great Plains in the mid-1870s.

were swept out of existence in every part of the
county in the short space of two days. Not a bushel
of corn was raised in the county. The year before,
settlers burned corn—it being only 15 cents a bushel.
The grasshopper year it was shipped from Iowa and
brought $1 per bushel. The people had nothing but
wheat and barley to eat and feed their stock. When
winter set in, many of the settlers had no money, no
fuel, and scarcely anything to eat. Want and starva-
tion was upon them...

The grasshopper famine was covered in the papers
across the country and a national relief effort was
launched.

I’m sure the mail was delivered to an A.T.Stewart at
34th Street and Fifth avenue. Alexander Turney
Stewart was called “one of the richest merchants of
the world” by The New York Times. Born in Lisburn,
Ireland October 12, 1803, he came to New York in
1820. A year later he received a $10,000 inheritance.
He set up a small dry-goods store, A T Stewart’s, on
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lower Broadway. He soon married Cornelia Mitchell
Clinch October 16, 1823. His stock was mostly im-
ported European laces, ribbons, trimmings, and linen.
Dealing on a “stictly cash” basis and using innova-
tive selling techniques such as the fire and remnant
sales, his business expanded rapidly. In 1846 he
opened a larger store at Broadway and City Hall Park
- the first department store. It had oversized French
plateglass windows on the ground floor to showcase
his wares and a marble exterior. 1862 he expanded to
a new cast iron building on Tenth Street, known as
the Great Iron Store (later it became John
Wanamaker’s). In 1869 he became interested in the
treeless Hempstead Plains about twenty miles from
New York City. He wished to erect a model commu-
nity, a place that would be exclusive and refined, a
little republic, a veritable Eden. 7,170 acres were pur-
chased for $394,350. The sale was recorded at the
office of the County Clerk in Jamaica and the tax
stamps which cost $3,944 nearly covered the entire
contract. Beautiful Garden City would be built on the
barren plain. Thousands of trees and bushes from
Prince’s Nursery in Flushing were planted to make it
a real “garden” city. Stewart Avenue, Garden City, is
now lined with enormous and stately black and pin
oaks. Mr. Stewart died April 10, 1876 in his Fifth
Avenue home.

Half the letter sheet is missing. It likely had Mrs Phebe
J Tepier’s address as stated in the letter and leads me
to believe that despite the numerous requests Mr.
Stewart probably received, I don’t doubt he was moved
by the letter and rendered assistance.
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by Tom Clarke
Some say Christmas is year-round, accordingly,
though we’re already past New Years, we’ll take a
look at 150 years of Christmas cards as communica-
tion anyway.  Hidden here, is the gentle and enter-
taining story of the favorite, humbling, and all-loving
season, and the season wherein business makes a good
third of its yearly profits!  So, lacking the raw rates-
and-markings that La Posta readers expect, here is
nonetheless a review of Christmas card use in and out
of the mails.

The postal history connection to Christmas cards is
tentative since almost no one has kept the envelopes
that cards arrived in —if in fact they came in an enve-
lope at all.  But since Christmas cards are at least partly
an outgrowth of the adoption of US government postal
cards in 1873, and the concession to commerce of post
cards in 1898, and were born in the shadow of Britain’s
and our own ‘cheap postage’ drives of the 1840’s,
we’re still on fairly safe ground.

It is difficult to find any type of early, pre-1898 greet-
ing card, let alone Christmas cards that arrive during
the holiday madness, with its proper mailing enve-
lope.  Christmas cards were just that from the begin-

ning, they weren’t envisioned as today’s colorful little
folded paper booklets, to be opened so as to read the
sentiment and the signature.

Colorful, they were, but they were single thickness
flat, and definitely a card, as in post-card.  Though
the father of Christmas cards attended the birth of
England’s penny postage, it is questionable whether
his were mailed, or simply handed around in good
fellowship, in person.

The first Christmas card said “A Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year to You”.  They could have been
but were probably not mailed, only sold for a shilling
in 1843 in a London shop and carried home or dropped
off, after inscribing, at a friend’s.  Interestingly, Sir
Henry Cole, who ordered this first printing, had also
been instrumental in developing England’s penny post
and first postage stamps.

Cole hired artist John Calcott Horsley to design the
card: a happy family gathering.  Unfortunately for
some at the time it included a child imbibing a bit of
wine along with the rest. With that came controversy
and an embarrassing end to Cole’s experiment.

Here is an interesting news note about one of the few
remaining 1843 cards:

A Christmas card sent 162 years
ago as one of the first seasonal
greeting cards has been sold for
£8,469 [$13,000]  at a Wiltshire
auction.

The hand-colored novelty is one
of an estimated 10 cards remain-
ing from an original batch of
1,000 printed in London in 1843.

A buyer from the greeting card
industry purchased the card at
Henry Aldridge & Son’s Satur-
day auction in Devizes.
– BBC News, 3 Dec. 2005

By 1845, other Christmas cards
were being printed and perhaps
sent in those new-fangled enve-
lopes via the Royal Mail for a
penny or two.  Or did they?  Were
they mainly hand carried?  Their
size differences (above) seem to
dispute the mailing theory.

Christmas Cards and CommunicationChristmas Cards and CommunicationChristmas Cards and CommunicationChristmas Cards and CommunicationChristmas Cards and Communication

Figure 1 Sir Henry Cole ordered the printing of this first Christmas card in 1843.
They sold for a shilling in a London shop, but were probably not mailed.
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The holidays’ Academics claim that by the 1770’s
school children were drawing the first “Christmas
cards” for their friend’s and parent’s on decorated
paper.

The Business Angle
A line of confluence in the development of the Christ-
mas card industry somewhat before but definitely af-
ter the 1870’s was business.  Businessmen (and really
everyone, including children) left name cards with
clients wherever they went and, just like today, made
sure their were enough on the countertop of their es-
tablishment.  Knowing that Christmas gift giving had
begun to infuse American society in the 1840’s and
‘50’s, at first a handful, then a deluge of these men of
affairs realized that a seasonally decorated card should
help drum up added business and move customers
toward the holiday buying mood.  Enter the combina-
tion business/Christmas card.  They added influence
to the way people saw the holiday, any holiday, though
Christmas, to be sure, was quickly becoming the goose
that laid the golden egg.

Scholars report that Americans saw their first Christ-
mas card in 1846, shortly after our 1845 gamble with
sharply lowered postage rates.
They, and Valentine cards and
the sending of letters in gen-
eral, caught the fancy of the
poorly paid working class too,
in addition to the well to do,
who were previously mail-
challenged.  Now, their letters
began to fill post office bags,
along with holiday cards
(maybe!), and their five-cent
pieces the PO cash drawers.

Probably since hand delivery
and hand-holding are branches
on the same tree, Valentine
greetings are much older than
Christmas cards.  They occur
in the 1400s(!), and were
penned and/or drawn by hand.
By the 1500s, they were be-
ing printed with wood blocks,
not long after Gutenberg’s
moveable type had created the
first print shop book.

Figure 2  A 1910 odd shape “postcard” allowed through
the mails at just 3" square. What’s more it left at 7 AM
and arrived at 7 AM.  Some sort of record, eh?  There’s a
bluebird in flight on the reverse, “To my Sweetheart”.

Figure 3 The lettering suggests the ‘teens, but it is a folder, so probably the
‘twenties; appropriately a Royal Mail coach, but there was no envelope
accompanying.
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portantly, precious sentiment —unless at great dis-
tance— sending a Christmas card in that era?  We
speak of the pre-automobile/ bus/ inter-urban com-
muter train, and telephone period.  It was a much more
personal life style earlier, the kind of thing that Samuel
Clemens/Mark Twain so sorely missed when he said
he had lived too long, that the 20th century was not for
him. It brought with it increased population and a
much more strident ‘hum’ to society.  During the
hustle-bustle 20th century, mailing cards would make
sense, whereas in the 1870’s, it was quality over quan-
tity, not the other way around.  Quality is what
Clemens missed.

Mailed or not?
Occasionally they just might be sent inside an enve-
lope or a packaged gift, if one were to be sent to a
distant relative.  But remember that life and death and
face-to-face celebrations occurred in the vast major-
ity of cases locally, within twenty miles of one’s birth-
place through about 1890.  So for greeting cards, the
mails really weren’t necessary. Hand delivery would
suffice.

From 1843 to about 1900, Christmas cards came in
every size: 1½ x 2½ inch business card to almost 7x9
inches, though 2x3 and 3½ x 5½  (regular postcard
size) seem something of a standard.  Some were odd
shaped, too, for hanging as tree or-
naments.  Some came with attach-
ment strings.  Surely not all of these
could even be mailed, certainly not
the padded type.  And what of the
miniature sizes?  Were they merely
an after thought stuffed into a enve-
lope along with a standard letter?
That would seem a bit callous, given
the sensitivity infused in the mean-
ing of Christmas earlier in the cen-
tury by Clement Clarke Moore’s A
Visit From St. Nicholas (1823), and
Charles Dickens’ Scrooge (1843).

When was mailing of Christmas
cards, and other greeting cards, fea-
sible?  Perhaps after the Civil War,
in the 1870’s, since that was the hey-
day for card designers and a more-
or-less regulated size had been
adopted (about 3½ x 5½, the size of
a postcard).

But has anyone ever found a greet-
ing card of any sort from that period
with its original envelope?  Valen-
tines, yes, because they tended to be
ornate, flowery, showy, and not usu-
ally the thing a person wanted to
hand to someone face to face.

Christmas is a different story. No
secret admirer involved here, the
entire family, children are partici-
pants in Christmas.  It’s unquestion-
ably a face-to-face occasion, so why
waste postage and, much more im-

Figure 4  A company card printed in 1881 by the Christmas Card Company
(!) measuring 7 x 9 inches, and the tiny one sent privately from Mrs Reeb to
Edna, maybe 1880/90 is only 1-1/2 x 3 inches. What would the Union
Clothing Company expect a family to do with something so large (and a child
so unbecoming).



January 2008       31

the public’s favorites of the 1880’s and early 1900’s.
Their cards were elaborate, some shaped liked fans,
circles or crescents, some die cut in irregular shapes
to match trees and roofs.

We can’t forget the homemade type of Christmas card
made before the holiday card got off the ground.  These
were assembled from stock background paper (maybe
with a die-cut doily-like edge, then joined by
someone’s vision of beauty by a piece of ‘scrap’ or
two.  These are bare, simple mementoes, certainly not
mailed, except as forwarded maybe to a bother or sis-
ter at boarding school.  They certainly look like the
work of children at home or school kids as gifts for
parents and siblings.  Most collectible are those with
a contemporary date handwritten on the back along
with a short sentiment, as with all early, even manu-
factured, cards.

Many, but certainly not all, late 19th century Christ-
mas cards are miniature masterpieces, produced in not
so large quantities by the printing industry.  Small won-
der that there are posh sales of the very best of these
cards in New York and London every few years.

In 1873, a printed in Boston, a German immigrant
names Louis Prang, reproduced a holiday card
autographed by A Christmas Carol’s author, Charles
Dickens.  Continuing to develop his skills, in 1875 he
produced the first true Prang Christmas card, recog-
nized by the USPS on the stamp above.  He was a
watershed in greeting card history.  He employed the

Also, only one-cent postage was
needed for postcards (except from
about 1902 to 1905, if the card had
glitter, you had to pay an extra
cent).  Thus, it was three cents in
pre-1883 times for a hypothetically
mailed greeting card, and two cents
thereafter.  But find a manufacturer
who sold pre-1898 Christmas cards
along with appropriate envelopes,
as they do today.  Surely one won’t
be found, which indicates 19th cen-
tury greetings were surely hand car-
ried.

In Britain by the 1860’s, the holi-
day card business was brisk, and
firms employed prominent artists
such as Kate Greenaway, the be-
loved writer and illustrator of
children’s books.  Others include
Frances Brundage and Ellen H. Clapsaddle, more of

Figure 5  Blue and white pansies for Christmas? It was
the style in England and America before about 1890.
Surely this type card, like a delicate Valentine, would
have to be sent —or carried— in an envelope.

Figure 6 A late 1870’s fringe card with string for hanging on a tree.  This is a
small card, about 2x3, unlike the many large fringed cards of about 4x6, less
the fringe.  Why fringe?  Just another fad, no doubt.
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design contests, really media events. By
1885 he was handing out prizes for essays
on Christmas cards written by women.
Prang played to the feminine side by the
sense and touch that women like: sometimes
employing silk fringe, tassels, satin back-
grounds with cotton fill, and gold metallic
paint.

Unlike some other manufacturers, Prang’s
cards were not cheap.  When a day’s labor-
ing wage was about one dollar, his card
prices ranged from 50 cents to $15 each
(about $800 in today’s dollars).

Unfortunately, similar to the fate of Ameri-
can made tree ornaments of the day, when
inexpensive German cards and decor

flooded the market, American industries suffered. As
for Prang, rather than lower his standards to cut costs,
he simply quit the business.  The company continued
in crayon and other art supplies up to today.

The Germanic massage
Particularly in England during the 1860-1890 pe-
riod, common design themes on Christmas cards
were taken mostly from nature: sprigs of spring and
summer flowers, robins and blue birds, glamorized,
wistful children (that look like no child who has
ever lived), and sometimes snowbound winter
scenes.  This is not what we’d expect today.  There
were very few Santas, few happy families bonding
about table or tree, and very few Madonna and Child
tableaus.

As for Santa Claus, during the Civil War, Lincoln
requested Thomas Nast (political cartoonist, whose
name was the origin of the word ‘nasty’) to illus-
trate Santa Claus mixing with Union troops, to bol-
ster their spirits. Nast in 1870 refined him to in-
clude the now-traditional red suit and large black
belt.

Prang in the 1880s began to feature snow scenes,
fir trees, glowing fireplaces and children playing
with toys.  But after 1890, and until the ill-will de-
veloped by World War I, German cards and the
European view of Christmas took hold on cards.
Featured were Santa Clauses (in blue, green, brown
or red gown), wreathed or hooded, normal size or
sometimes elf sized.  Others showed old-time hearth
and snowy cottages too, with ample holly, deco-
rated trees, kids with toys, and Nativity scenes.

finest design artists of his day. Card painters included
Frederick S. Church, Arthur F. Tait, and Winslow
Homer. Poets like Longfellow, Tennyson, and William
Cullen Bryant were hired to write card verses.

In the early ‘80s he was producing more than five mil-
lion Christmas cards each year.  To promote original
themes, in 1880 Prang began holding Christmas card

Figure 7 Louis Prang’s first chromolith Christmas card, so little on this
1975 centenary stamp, knocked the socks off 1875 holiday patrons.
Until cheap German cards forced him from business in the ‘90s, he was
the undisputed Champion of greeting cards.

Figure 8  A sadly stained booklet card, with Shakespeare
quote inside, and a colorful “cc” of Christmas / 1910.  It was
sent one town over, from Chalfont to Doyleston PA.
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These won the American market and be-
came the standard for the 20th century long
after WWI had concluded.

It is generally accepted that Valentine and
Christmas cards were the most popular
cards during this period, followed by St.
Patrick’s Day cards, and Easter, Hallow-
een, and Thanksgiving cards.  An interest-
ing mix that shows ethnic pride as well as
religious and traditional themes. So you
see, current emphasis on Halloween as a
‘holiday’ is nothing new.  What’s new is
Christmas decorations at WalMart before
Halloween arrives!

Scrapbooks
Postal history collectors run across valentine cards
sometimes with envelopes, and occasionally other
greeting cards too, but invariably without envelopes.
They may also come upon the Big Banana, an entire
untouched late 19th century, early 20th century scrap-
book—they’re not expensive.  What were they and
why were they?

They were personalized hand made books and were
extremely popular with the homebound parlor set of
ladies in Victorian and Edwardian times, every home
had at least one.  What is curious is the word itself.
‘Scraps’, in addition to meaning leftovers given to
pets, were at the time small, attractively and purpose-
fully printed, colorful paper illustrations that bore the
likenesses of royalty, historic places, human hands,
hats, cats and rabbits, flowers, about anything that can
be imagined.  A scrapbook was a mélange of these
pieces pasted every which way to pass the time.

Figure 10  An up to date, telephonic Santa on a 1925
Edmonton Alberta card, sent to Ontario between two
misses, maybe school chums home for the holidays.  It is
interesting to trace achievements in contemporary
technology through these cards.  Others show Santa in
biplanes, monoplanes, driving Model T’s, etc.

Figure 11  An 1860 era handmade card with a scrap
center. The back says “for Sam with / Mrs. Brooke’s
love”, so maybe it was made in class by the teacher for
each of her students?

Figure 9 A silver swastika, a symbol of good luck and prosperity till
Adolf came along and twisted things around.  This card sent from
Turner’s Falls MA to Towanda PA, from loving cousin Aurthur G to
Miss Anna Gibson.
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Picture postcards raged during the 1900-20’s and had
to compete with scraps for space.  The cards stuffed
this new generation of scrapbooks with geography and
architecture from near and far, interspersed with at-
tractive holiday cards.

Postcards and Postmarks
A major effect on communication developed out of
Congress’s 1898 postcard ruling.  If Christmas cards
had been routinely mailed in envelopes across America
prior to 1898, now there was no need to do so any
longer.  As it had been in 1873 with the businessman’s
penny postal card, the yardstick of rapid personal com-
munication would hereafter be measured with the in-
expensive ppc.  With such a cheap and attractive, and
unendingly variable alternative, envelope sales dur-
ing the period must surely have suffered a severe blow.

Most postal historians have a few elusive postmarks
from this period, which are otherwise unobtainable.
They came from tiny towns whose shining glory stems
from the 3, 6 or 12 years they possessed a name-sake
post office, beginning with PMG Wanamaker in the
early 1890’s.  It is disheartening to realize how many
near-unique small town cancels on the backs of pic-
ture postcards of the period are hopelessly lost to glue,
and further deteriorating in the acid flux created by
the acidic pages.

Aside from the very popular Christmas and other holi-
day cards, some picture postcards merely said ‘Hello
from Chicago’ (the ‘large letter” type), others were
birthday postcards, still others showed actual photos
of the street and house where you lived, taken by no-

Nineteenth century ladies and children did with these
bits and pieces just what their counterparts today do
with them.  More than one La Posta reader has a wife
or child that is into ‘scrapbooking’ as the current term
is used.  There is a cable TV program that instructs
ladies how to adorn pages with ‘scraps’ and ink-
stamped lettering, which will eventually show off fam-
ily photos and anything else. Does this penchant have
to do with a strong mothering and family-bond in-
stinct?  The intent is to cement together the whole
crew and create a family heirloom.  Ebay devotes
space to ‘scraps’ devotees.

Before the advent of commercial picture postcards
(1898), scrapbooks were almost entirely self-con-
ceived, that is, the creator designed page after page
with pretty scraps taken from sheets, purchased from
a stationers, that had a theme of some sort, like ani-
mals, Pittsburgh, whatever.  Usually, they would add
must-keep letters they had received, along with inter-
esting magazine ads, newspaper clippings, obituar-
ies, and ticket stubs.  Interestingly, much of this ma-
terial had once traveled within the envelopes that
postal historians today covet.

However, after 1898, scrapbooks came to be prima-
rily a home for picture postcards -–plus holiday greet-
ings of course, assuming they had passed muster and
were sufficiently attractive. Unfortunately, most scrap-
book items, whether pre-1898 or post-, were pasted
down, and what’s worse, onto very acidic black pages.
This makes salvaging the collectible items tricky to
impossible today.

Figure 12  Mom, Dad, and
the six children, a Christmas
day portrait taken in 1895
at Leon & Company’s
Studio. Surely the Mom kept
a well-ordered scrapbook of
the well to do family’s
experiences.  The name
Eugene G. Rountree on the
back may be the father’s.
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A “hall mark” originally
meant the distinct stamp-
ing silver and goldsmiths,
members at the Guild
Hall, stamped on their
work.  In 1928 the broth-
ers began to use the word
Hallmark on the back of
their cards.

The ‘Twenties
and later
During the Roaring
‘Twenties, thanks to JC
Hall and others, “cards
with envelopes had re-
turned” (This according to
Wikipedia, but still the
question: Where is the

proof that envelopes ever existed for greeting cardsmad photographers (“real photo” type), while others
showed patriotic themes, after all, Teddy Roosevelt
was President and America was on the march.  Scrap-
books with many dozens of cards into the hundreds
continue to appear at garage sales and eBay; they were
everywhere!

Some collectors condemn picture postcards (and thus
holiday greeting cards), yet accept postal cards bear-
ing the same markings.  Is this not strange discrimi-
nation, since both types were processed together, and
are the identical class of postal matter?

Hallmark, Agent of Change
In 1910, Joyce Clyde Hall, an 18-year old went to
Kansas City MO with only two shoe boxes of post-
cards under his arm.  He was determined to make some
money, but could only afford the YMCA. He spent
time having some invoices printed and sent packets
of a hundred postcards to shops throughout the Mid-
west. Some, quite legally, kept his unsolicited cards
without paying. Others angrily returned them, but
about a third sent a check.  Within months, the teen-
ager had cleared $200 and opened a business account
as a card sales middleman.

After brother Rollie joined the business in 1915, they
felt high-quality valentines and Christmas cards –-
mailed in envelopes-– was the way so they began cre-
ating and printing their own cards.

Hall Brothers greeting cards added their newly in-
vented gift wrapping in 1917.

Figure 13 A sickly little “Campbell kid” adorns this 1915 card, sent from Centrailia IL
to Los Angeles, complaining of the cold and need to move back to CA.

Figure 14 An early Hallmark card from about 1928,
silver ink on deep blue, with the tell-tale HALLMARK /
CARD in a crown?, over HALL BROTHERS, on the back
at the bottom.
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Christmas cards didn’t
show the bad, only the
good.  A bit polyanna-ish
perhaps, but those small
paper tokens that arrived
around the 24th of Decem-
ber helped pick up our
spirits.  The cars and
planes shown, and the
cute, respectful kiddies
romping around a Coca
Cola-styled Santa (1930’s
vintage), the decorated
trees and stockings, even
the sparse but pretty lit
candle type card still gives
a warm feeling through
chilly nights for many
days after the big day.

Christmas and other types
of holiday and celebratory
cards through the 1930’s
had turned modern.  They

wouldn’t change much in
the ‘forties, ‘fifties and
‘sixties, except to look
sleeker, a bit more garish
and glitzy.  We look at

them, regardless of the decade, with a reverie for child-
hood past, for what is gone, but they nevertheless bring
a gleam to our mind’s eye and a smile to our face.

Some interesting facts about Hallmark: they were the
first to advertise nationally in magazines (1928), and
on radio in 1938.  In 1944 they added the slogan,
“When You Care Enough to Send the Very Best.”

Then they sponsored the first hour-long TV program
on Christmas Eve, 1951: the Hallmark Hall of Fame,
featured a made for TV opera, Amahl and the Night
Visitors.  Thousands of letters, cards, and telegrams
followed thanking Hallmark for presenting it.

Eventually the Hall of Fame productions won 79
Emmys. In 1961, the only Emmy ever given to a spon-
sor went to J. C. Hall at age 69, “... for caring enough
to send the very best in television.”

Another interesting note: President Eisenhower issued
the first official White House Christmas card in 1953.
Such cards usually depict White House scenes drawn

in the past?)  From then and into the 1930’s Depres-
sion years, greeting cards did take on today’s format,
look and feel. They had become a large colorfully
printed sheet folded twice into a small booklet, with
two or three faces decorated and the last face, per-
haps bearing the manufacturer’s logo at the bottom.

The clothing, hats, shoes and hairstyles on these cards
give a hint as to decade they were sold, and very many
are indeed accompanied by 1½ cent or 2 cent stamps
with cancels.  The difference is a new and more so-
phisticated view of cards –odd to still call them ‘cards’.
No longer can the mailman read your greeting on the
backside after admiring the taste of Aunt Sally in
choosing this particular card.  Postcard greetings were
warm expressions of friendship but we had moved
on.

We had lived life as a lark during the ‘twenties, bought
a car on time, a refrigerator and wash machine too,
and were shocked at the extent of the Stock Market
Crash of 1929. We had bit the bullet through the worst
of the ‘thirties and still had maintained (at least most
had) a home, a town, state, and country in spite of it.

Figure 15 An art Deco style card from 1934, maybe a leftover from the 20’s actually,
from Talimina OK.  The message reflects Dust Bowl times: “...next year that your ups
and downs come out even.”  One and a half cents paid the local unsealed second-class
rate.
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by American artists. The number requesting
these has grown dramatically, from just 2,000
sent by JFK in 1961, to 1,400,000 by George
Bush in 2005.

Some modern Christmas cards, just like those
of the ‘Twenties, which are still sent by the
postal service —no eMail infringement
here— feature comic characters, jokes, and
smart-alecky verses at times.  But the ones
that picture simple settings with excited chil-
dren around a Christmas tree, traditional Na-
tivity scenes, lit candles amidst holly, snowy
vistas, carolers singing in the snow; these
sorts of designs continue to fulfill most
people’s emotions and are still the highest in
demand.

And now 99% of all cards sent arrive at homes
with digitized straight-line cancels. Wither
holiday cards in the future?  They still seem
safe in the hands of Christmas-loving tradi-
tionalists, and in today’s hassled world, that’s
not a bad prospect.

Merry Christmas ... every day.
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Figure 1 Interior view of the restored Southern Pacific Post Office car #5132 recently dedicated by the
Yaquina Pacific Railroad Historical Society and now available for public viewing at Toledo, Oregon.

YPRHS Press Release
For those of you who enjoy visiting the Pacific North-
west, consider a stop at Toledo, Oregon, to see a real
Railway Post Office car. The Yaquina Pacific Rail-
road Historical Society (YPRHS) dedicated restored
Southern Pacific Railway Post Office car  #5132 on 4
August 2007 in Toledo.

Given to YPRHS several years ago by the then
Willamette & Pacific Railroad (now the Portland &
Western), it was built in 1923 and is a combination
railway post office and baggage car. It is one of about
6,000 RPOs that sorted mail enroute that operated on
600 railroads starting during the Civil War. The last
car was retired from service in 1979. RPO car #5132
ran from Portland to Oakland and often carried iced-
down fish in the baggage end.

A one time postage cancel was available on 5 August
from YPRHS to commemorate the event. For more
information, contact the YPRHS at yprhs@casco.net
or check out the website at yaquinapacificrr.org .

Restored Railway Post Office Car Dedicated

The Oregon Pacific Railroad
The Oregon Pacific Railroad (OPR) was the brain-
child of Colonel Thomas E. Hogg. Hogg and many
other residents of the central Willamette Valley saw
an immense advantage in building a railroad that
would link the central Oregon coast with towns such
as Albany and Corvallis and then cross the Cascades
by way of the North Santiam Valley. Such a railroad
would not only bring Oregon’s agricultural, fishing
and forestry products closer to San Francisco through
a major port on Yaquina Bay, but would also improve
the central Willamette Valley’s access to eastern mar-
kets by allowing them to bypass Portland’s transcon-
tinental line.

The OPR was headquartered in Corvallis and grading
began on the western section from Albany to Yaquina
Bay in 1887. Consideration had previously been given
to selecting Newport on Alsea Bay as the western ter-
minus, but that town’s community leaders were not
willing to grant the railroad and land concessions so
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Map 1 The Oregon Pacific Railroad operated between Yaquina Bay through Albany and east along the North
Santaim River to Idanha.

OPR decided to follow the Yaquina Valley through
Toledo and then onward to build a new port at Yaquina
City (map 1).

Construction of the west-
ern section proceeded rap-
idly and trains began op-
erating between Albany
and Yaquina Bay in 1888.
The Albany & Yaquina
Railway Post Office was
established October 25,
1888 (figure 2). It re-
mained operating with the
same name until it was
discontinued April 3,
1933.

In the early 1890s con-
struction began on the
eastern section following
the North Santiam River.
Terrain was more difficult
here than in the west, and

work proved more costly than anticipated. By mid-
1893 track had only been laid as far as Detroit, but

Figure 2 This 1897 cover addressed to Toledo was postmarked on the Albany &
Yaquina Railway Post Office. It bears a printed corner card of Oregon Agricultural
College—now Oregon State University.



40     Whole Number 228

the line was still 12 miles short
of the summit of the Cascades
and the company was facing se-
rious financial difficulties. Un-
able to meet even the interest
payments on its outstanding
loans, OPR was forced into re-
ceivership. It was sold in a
sheriff ’s sale to Andrew
Hammond, a lumberman, who
renamed the company the
Corvallis & Eastern Railway.
Figure 3 illustrates an image of
the Corvallis & Eastern
Railway’s train number one,
engine 6 entering Blodgett, Or-
egon (arrow on map 1) in the
early 1900s. Note that the
Blodgett mail messenger is shown waiting next to the
milk cans ready to make exchanges with the train’s
RPO clerk in the photo.

Hammond continued to operate the railroad for sev-
eral years mainly hauling logs and passengers from
his lumber interests to the Willamette Valley, but
Hogg’s dream of a link with the trans-continentals east
of the Cascades was not on Hammond’s agenda and it

Figure 3 Corvallis & Eastern’s Train One Engine 6 pulling into Blodgett Station
in the early 1900s. Note Blodgett Post Office mail messenger near milk cans
awaiting transfer of mail with the RPO clerk. (Courtesy of Rod Crossley)

was never extended beyond Idanha, a couple miles
east of Detroit. Hammond eventually sold his railroad
to Southern Pacific to be operated as part of their vast
network.

Figure 4 This cover was mailed from Toledo in October 1926 and postmarked on board the
Albany & Yaquina RPO en route to Portland.

__________________________

Special thanks to Lloyd Palmer and Tom Chandler of
the Yaquina Pacific Railroad Historical Society, and
to Rod Crossley for information and illustrations for
this article.
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Figure 5 A selection of Albany & Yaquina RPO timetables from 1888 to 1919. (Courtesy of Rod Crossley)
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With a Little Help from Our Friends
Early Efforts by the U.S. Post Office Department to Accelerate Mail Delivery to

Europe and Locations beyond Using Overseas Airmail Services

By Richard W. Helbock

Part 6 1932 The Race to Establish Air Service
to China

China—then, as now—was seen as the core of
Asia. Unlike India, which was an integral part
of the British Empire, China was nominally

independent in 1930. China’s government was weak
however, and it was seen by western nations as a grand
competitive arena where French, British, German,
American, Japanese and other commercial, religious
and political interests collided to capture the riches
and souls of the Orient. One aspect of this wide open
forum was the competition to establish the first air
link between China and the West.

The German Effort
The Germans were the first to complete an aerial ex-
pedition from Europe to China when Robert Knauss

led a flight of two Junkers-G 24 aircraft from Berlin
to Peking in July and August 1926. Since southern
Asia was largely divided into colonies of Britain,
France and the Netherlands, it was therefore an
unwelcoming area for German aviators. The Knauss
expedition followed a route through central Asia that
saw it pass through Moscow, Omsk and Irkutsk in the
USSR before reaching Harbin in Manchuria and then
turning south to Peking (map 20).

Buoyed by their successful expedition, representatives
of Deutsche Luft Hansa (DLH)—the German national
airline began negotiations with China’s Kuomintang
government to form a European-Asian airmail com-
pany. The result of these negotiations was Eurasia
Aviation Corporation (EAC), a joint venture in which
China owned two-thirds of the shares and DLH main-
tained control of policy and route selection. Opera-
tions were scheduled to begin in May 1931.

Figure 71 Postmarked February 16, 1925, in Chicago, this cover benefitted from domestic air mail service in the US
to accelerate its delivery to China, but it would be another eleven years before a letter could be transported all the way
to China via air mail. The cover bears transit marks from  San Francisco (Feb 18th) and Shanghai (Mar 9th) on the
reverse and a Tientsin arrival machine cancel of March 12th. The two 8¢ air mails paid the 2-zone rate to San
Francisco, but there should have been an additional 3 cents postage required to make up the 5 cent overseas surface
rate to China. As noted in an earlier article in this series, rate confusion abounded in the matter of combination air-
surface international mail in the mid-1920s.
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In reality, the operations of EAC were not simply a
two-party arrangement between DHL and the Chinese.
Since the proposed route followed rather closely that
which had been pioneered by the Knauss expedition,
the greatest portion it was in air space owned by the
USSR. Carrying the mail therefore, involved a com-
plicated four-stage operation in which Deruluft—a
joint German-Soviet airline flew from Berlin to Mos-
cow. In Moscow the mail was transferred to the Rus-
sian airline Dobrolot which carried it east to Irkutsk
on the Trans-Siberia Railway. The mail was then car-
ried by rail about 300 miles east to Manchouli on the
Manchurian border where it was transferred to EAC
and flown south to Peiping (also known as Peking
and now Beijing). This route stretched 6,000 miles
across some of the most remote and environmentally
hostile land in the northern hemisphere. It was prob-
ably doomed to failure from its very beginning, but
one has to admire the vision and courage of
those who undertook it.

In the end it wasn’t the harsh weather and
terrain or the remoteness that brought an
end to the Europe-Asia route. It was sim-
ply man’s inability to get along with his
neighbours. On July 2, 1931, an EAC air-
craft flying over a remote corner of
Mongolia was shot down by a group of sol-
diers. The pilots were taken prisoner and it
took ten weeks of intense negotiations to
allow them to return to Peiping. EAC then
decided to alter its route to fly directly
across northwestern China to connect with
Dobrolot at Urumchi or Chuguchak. A sur-
vey flight was made in late 1932 and a few

additional flights followed in 1933, but relations be-
tween China and Russia began to worsen until DLH
decided to terminate the international program.

Loss of the international route did not end German
participation in airmail transport in China. EAC de-
cided to concentrate on developing a domestic Chi-
nese network that allowed mail from Shanghai,
Peiping and other Chinese cities to be carried to Can-
ton in order to link up European international routes
including France’s Air Orient and later Britain’s Im-
perial Airways.

Figure 72 illustrates a cover postmarked in Berlin Feb-
ruary 9, 1934. It was carried south to Munich by train
and probably onward by train to Marseille. Although
it bears no routing endorsement, the cover most likely
was carried by Air Orient to Saigon and thence to
Hong Kong by steamer. The transit time of mail from

Map 20 The route of the 1926 Knauss Expedition through central Eurasia pioneered the airline route favored by
Eurasia Aviation Corporation for its 1931 international operations.

Figure 72 Berlin
to Hong Kong in
13 days via Air
Orient’s Saigon
route in 1934.
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CNAC was acquired by Pan American Airways in 1933
and the young airline benefited greatly from the ac-
quisition of new aircraft and equipment. Japan’s inva-

Marseille to Hong Kong via this routing was reported
to be 13 days, and the Hong Kong arrival backstamp
on this cover is just 13 days after the Munich transit
marking.

China Domestic Routes
Experimental airmail flights began in China with a
trip from Tientsin to Peking on May 7, 1920. The fol-
lowing year Chinese postal authorities an-
nounced a scheduled aerial mail service
between Shanghai and Peking beginning
July 1st. China issued a set of five stamps to
pay air fees. Unfortunately the service was
not successful and was suspended Septem-
ber 23, 1921.

Other experimental and trial flights were
made during the 1920s, but it wasn’t until
1929 that a company known as the China
National Aviation Corporation (CNAC)
began carrying mail between Shanghai and
Hangkow making a daily round trip flight
along the Yangtze River of 1,032 miles.
Ownership of the company was a coopera-
tive affair between the Chinese Nationalist
government and the Curtiss-Wright Corpo-
ration of the United States. CNAC featured
American pilots flying Loening amphibians
(figure 73) with Hornet motors.(1) During
the first half of the 1930s CNAC established
internal airline routes connecting Shanghai
with Chungking along the Yangtze River,
Shanghai and Nanking north to Peiping and
Shanghai south along the coast to Canton
(map 21). A chronological trace of route
development through 1936 is summarized
in table 13.

Figure 73 American pilots and crews tended CNAC’s
Loening amphibians flying the Yangtze River routes.

Table 13 CNAC route development 1929-1936 (after
Starr & Mills [1937])

Map 21 CNAC routes followed the Yangtze River, extended north to
Peiping and eventually south to Canton along the coast. Numbers
refer to table 13.
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an international service across Russia, but by 1933,
when it became clear that such a service was impos-
sible, the emphasis turned to linking the domestic net-
work with France’s Orient Air to the south. Table 14
summarizes the chronological development of EAC’s
Chinese route network.

EAC suffered a fate similar to that of CNAC after the
Japanese invasion. First they abandoned their Shang-
hai operations in favour of Nanking in 1938, but be-
fore long they were forced to give up almost all op-
erations in Japanese occupied areas of eastern China.
Finally, in late 1940 the National Chinese government

sion and occupation of Shanghai in 1937
forced CNAC to relocate its headquarters
and major terminal to Chungking. Air
routes within China were reconfigured with
Chungking as the hub and altered as nec-
essary to avoid the Japanese advance. In
January 1939 Japan controlled the Yangtze
River as far inland as Ichang and CNAC
struggled to maintain its primary route
southeast to Hong Kong from Chungking.

On December 8, 1941, Japan bombed Hong
Kong and CNAC began evacuating its per-
sonnel and serviceable aircraft. According
to Boyle, CNAC’s last air mail flight out
of Hong Kong was made on Christmas Day
before the Japanese occupied the city. Mail
was flown to Rangoon where it linked up
with BOAC’s Horseshoe Route to Cairo.(2)
CNAC went on flying throughout the war
and pioneered the “Over the Hump” route
linking Chungking with Dinjan in India—
a route that proved vital to the Allies oper-
ating in Southeast Asia.

Figure 74 illustrates a cover flown by
CNAC along the Yangtze River during its
early developmental stage. Mailed by a
French officer in Chungking, the two 15
cent airmail stamps paid the double weight
for CNAC air carriage to Shanghai. At the
time this was mailed on July 20, 1931, the
CNAC route extended only as far west as
Ichang so the cover travelled downstream
from Chungking to Ichang by boat where
it received and ICHANG transit marking
dated July 24. The cover was then flown
by CNAC onward to Shanghai—unfortu-
nately no transit marking—and then over-
land or by coastal steamer north to Peiping
where it was given another transit marking
dated July 31. From Peiping the cover proceeded north
by rail where it eventually met Russia’s Tran-Siberian
Railway for a very long journey west to Paris.

Eurasia Aviation Corporation (EAC)—described ear-
lier in its efforts to establish a China-Europe air mail
service—reinvented itself as a domestic carrier in 1931.
Like CNAC, its routes sought to service the major cit-
ies of Shanghai, Peiping and Canton, but the network
established by EAC largely avoided the Yangtze River
valley (map 22). The earliest domestic routes of EAC
reflect the then current desire to build feeder links with

Figure 74 This cover postmarked Chungking July 20, 1931, received
accelerated delivery on its long journey to France by taking
advantage of CNAC’s new air mail routes along the Yngtze River. It
was flown from Ichang to Shanghai.
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All three of China’s early do-
mestic airlines were far more
dependent on revenues raised
from carrying the mails than
passenger traffic. Examples of
philatelic souvenir covers mark-
ing first flights appear fre-
quently on todays’ market, but
some appear to be commanding
substantial premiums over simi-

lar covers from other Asian nations—the Netherlands
Indies, for example—given the popularity of historic
collectables in China’s rapidly growing economy.

Non-philatelic, commercial or personal
mail flown on the domestic Chinese air-
lines before 1934 appears to be genuinely
scarce. Beginning in 1934, when air mail
service to Europe began to move through
the Air Orient route to Saigon, we see more
examples of mail to France, Great Britain,
Germany and so forth that may have re-
ceived domestic carriage in China en route
to Canton or Hong Kong.

Dating examples of mail based on Chinese
postmarks can be challenging for Western-
ers. A variety of different postmarks styles
were used in China in the 1930s. Some used
western date styles with Arabic numerals
indicating day, month and year—although
some of these based the year date on the
beginning of the Republic in 1911 rather
than BC-AD. For example, a postmark in-

Southwestern Aviation Corpora-
tion (SAC) was the third of
China’s major domestic air mail
and passenger carriers during
the 1930s. Unlike its competi-
tors, SAC concentrated its ef-
forts on service to south China
from a base in Canton (map 23).
Because of this regional empha-
sis, the airline found itself per-
fectly positioned to extend its
network to Hanoi in northern
Indo China in order to link-up
with Orient Air which is exactly
what they did on July 10, 1936.
Table 15 traces the development
of SAC’s regional air network
in south China from 1934-1936.

seized the surviving assets of Eurasia and used them
to operate a quasi-government airline called the Chi-
nese Air Transport Service.

Map 22 Eurasia Airlines’ domestic Chinese routes initially sought to connect with
its planned Europe-Asia international line, but eventually focused on moving mail
from central China south to Canton. Numbers refer to table 14.

Table 14 EAC’s route development 1931-1936. (after Starr & Mills
[1937])
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Map 23 Southwestern Aviation Corporation air routes were confined to the
area south and west of Canton. Numbers refer to table 15.

Table 15 SAC’s route development 1934-1936. (after Starr & Mills
[1937])

dicating a year date of “19” might
indicate that it was mailed in 1930
(figure 75). Many Chinese post-
marks do not used Arabic numer-
als to indicate the date, and these
can present a real problem. Fortu-
nately, the Chinese system of indi-
cating day, month and year is very
logical and easy to interpret with a
few simple guidelines and a Chi-
nese-Arabic table of numeral
equivalents.

Figure 75 This cover was mailed by a traveller from Manuchuria in 1930 to New York City. There were no Chinese
domestic airline services available in the region at the time, and there were no international services reaching China.
In an effort to accelerate the letter to the extent possible the sender applied three 10 cent stamps. The surface rate
from China to the US was 10 cents. Ten Chinese cents were equivalent to five US cents, so the additional 20 Chinese
cents were intended to pay the domestic air mail rate from San Francisco to New York.
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hai-Manchouli route and a revision of the paragraph
dealing with U.S. domestic service. The revised para-
graph read:

“If air mail service within this country to New York
is also desired, the articles should be prepaid a flat
rate (including postage and the fee for United States
air mail service) of 10 cents for the first ounce or
fraction, and 15 cents for each additional ounce or
fraction, in addition to the fee shown above [7 cents
for each half ounce or fraction] and, if applicable,
the special-delivery or registration fee or both.”

Postal instructions regarding the
provision of air mail on China’s
domestic routes remained un-
changed throughout 1933, but in
the January 1934 Monthly
Supplement we find under “Air
Mail Service in China” the fol-
lowing:

The air mail fee (in addition to
the ordinary postage and special-
delivery or registration fee, if ap-

plicable) which is applicable to articles in this coun-
try to be dispatched by air in China is increased to
19 cents per half ounce or fraction.

There are shown below the air mail routes in China
which are available for the dispatch of articles mailed
in this country:

There is also weekly service from Shanghai via
Nanking, Loyang, Changan (Siam), Kaolan
(Lanchow), Kiuchuen (Suchow), Hami and Tihwa
(Urumchi) (total transit time 35¾ hours), and twice-

SERVICE FOR U.S. POSTAL PATRONS

The U.S. Post office Department initially announced
the availability of domestic air mail service in China
for American postal patrons in the Daily Postal Bul-
letin of July 9, 1931 (PB 15647). This announcement
was reiterated in tabular form in the Monthly Supple-
ment of July 1931, but it was the August edition that
offered more specific information.

Under the heading “Domestic Air Mail Service of
China,” the POD reported that:

There are shown below the domestic air mail routes
of China which are now available for the dispatch of
letters and post cards, registered and unregistered,
posted in this country.

The air mail fee, in addition to the
regular postage, applicable for
dispatch by the domestic air mail
service of China is 7 cents for each
half ounce or fraction.

Articles for dispatch by air in
China should have affixed the
blue label “Par Avion—By Air
Mail” and be marked underneath
“By air in China.”

For dispatch by the United States
domestic air routes to the Pacific
coast an additional fee of 4 cents
for the first once and 8 cents for
each additional ounce or fraction
must be prepaid. Articles for this
dispatch should be marked “By air
in U.S.A.”

An announcement in the January 1932 Monthly
Supplement noted that “China advises that the air-mail
route operating between Manchouli and Shanghai has
been discontinued until further notice.” The August
1932 Supplement once again published the details of
internal air mail service in China. The only changes
to the original notice were the omission of the Shang-
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China would materially assist establishment of the first
successful European air link to China.

Experimental flights between France and Indo China
began in April 1929.  Additional flights in 1930 al-
lowed Air Orient to established a 7,500-mile route
running from Marseilles to Naples, Corfu, Athens,
Beirut, Damascus, Baghdad, Basra, Jask, Karachi,
Jodhpur, Calcutta, Rangoon, Bangkok, and Saigon.
The route was—in fact—very similar to that followed
by Imperial Airways and KLM (map 24). The initial
scheduled Air Orient air mail service between
Marseille and Saigon was launched in January 1931.
It was operated on a weekly basis.

Figure 76 illustrates a commercial cover mailed in
Saigon in October 1932 to Paris. The vast majority of
mail carried by Air Orient—which was merged with
four other French airlines in 1933 to form Air France—
was personal and commercial correspondence between
French colonials and the homeland.

a-month service from Peking to Loyang (transit time
4½ hours), the detailed schedules of which have not
yet been received.

The final paragraph repeated earlier instructions for
affixing air labels, indicating air service by notation
and fees for US domestic air carriage. The only change
to the latter subject was to suggest that US air service
should be directed to the Pacific coast instead of New
York.

The author found no additional instructions to U.S.
postal patrons concerning use of the Chinese domes-
tic air mail services in subsequent editions of the
Monthly Supplement. The 19 cent per half ounce air
mail surcharge for service within China remained in
effect until June 1940. Examples of mail originating
in the U.S. franked with postage paying the 5 cent per
ounce international surface rate to China plus 19¢ per
half ounce for Chinese air service are possible until
that time. However, inauguration of Pan American’s
China Clipper route on April 21, 1937, which offered
a 70 cent per half ounce rate for air service to and
within China, undoubtedly limited the number of US
patrons taking advantage of the combination rate.

In fact, the evidence suggests that U.S. mail to China
franked to pay the combination trans-Pacific surface
rate plus an air mail surcharge for domestic transport
in China is quite uncommon. The initial 7 cent air sur-
charge was only in effect from July 1931 to Decem-
ber 1932, and, although the practical period of the 19
cent air surcharge extended over four years,
European airlines began offering advanta-
geous competitive service to China for
Americans beginning with the French Air
Orient operations in February 1933.

French Air Service to Indo-
China and South China
France concentrated its earliest develop-
ment of international air mail and passen-
ger service to her African colonies as de-
scribed in an earlier installment of this se-
ries. But by 1932 France was ready to reach
out across Asia to its distant possession of
Indo China and bring that far-flung colony
closer to the homeland. It was almost cer-
tainly also recognized in the power centers
of Paris that an air connection to Indo

Map 24 France’s Air Orient route from Marseilles to
Saigon in 1932-33 with projected extensions to Hanoi
and Hong Kong.

Figure 76 A registered air mail cover from Saigon to Paris over
France’s new Air Orient line in October 1932. Delivery time to Paris
via Marseilles was just 11 days according to the Paris backstamp.
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The notice went on to explain that
service beyond Saigon was “by
ordinary means,” and that transit
time by air from Marseilles to
Saigon and thence by steamer to
Hong Kong would be 13 days one
week and 17 days the next weeks.
The variation, of course, depended
on how well the airline arrival
matched departure of the coastal
steamers.

Figure 77 shows a cover post-
marked in Hong Kong on July 3,
1934, and endorsed “Via Saigon –
Marseilles Air Mail” for delivery
in England.

The June 1935 Monthly Supple-
ment noted that the French had
extended their service in Indo
China to include a flight from
Saigon to Vientiane and on to
Hanoi. Figure 78 illustrates a reg-
istered cover postmarked at Viet-
Tri, Tonkin in northern Indo-
China on December 6, 1935. Bear-

ing a hand stamp boxed “Hanoi – Marseille”, the cover
arrived in Vienna on December 18 indicating a transit
time of 13 days as advertised.

The first announcement that U.S. postal patrons would
be able to take advantage of the new French service to
accelerate their mail to Indo-China and South China
including Hong Kong appeared in the Daily Postal
Bulletin of February 27, 1933 (PB
16112). Noting that the new service
would only be advantageous for
sending mail to southern China, the
air surcharge was given as 39 cents
per half ounce.

Details of the new French service
were provided in the March 1933
Monthly Supplement as follows:

Articles in the regular mails for
French Indo-China, as well as for
Hong Kong and South China, will
be accepted for dispatch by the
French air-mail route which leaves
Marseilles every Thursday and
reaches Saigon in eight days in win-
ter and in seven days in summer.
The air mail fee applicable for this
dispatch will be 39 cents per half-
ounce or fraction, in addition to the
regular postage.

Figure 77 Postmarked Hong Kong on July 3, 1934, this cover traveled by
coastal steamer in Saigon where it connected with Air orient’s Marseilles
service en route to England.

Figure 78 Viet-Tri, Tonkin via Air Orient in December 1935 to Vienna.
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Unfortunately for the French, by this date
both Imperial Airways and KLM were op-
erating competing air services to China over
their routes, and their services were less
expensive.

1936: Air Mail Service All
the Way from Europe to
China
The key link to opening a complete air ser-
vice from Europe to China was Imperial
Airways’ Penang to Hong Kong feeder ser-
vice inaugurated March 23, 1936. Imperial
had hoped to establish a feeder service con-
necting Bangkok with Hong Kong, but ran
into problems securing landing rights with
the Siam government. Penang had replaced
Alor Star on the London – Singapore Route
in April 1934, and the route proceeded from
Penang to Saigon and Tourane in French
Indo China and thence on to Hong Kong
(map 25).

U.S. postal authorities were quick to note
the completion of IA’s air network from

Britain to Hong Kong and advised postal patrons in
the April 9, 1936 Postal Bulletin that air service was
now available from London via Penang to Hong Kong.
The surcharge for this service was 34 cents per half
ounce, or, if additional air service within China was
required, 50 cents per half ounce. Just 11 days later it

As noted earlier, China’s Southwestern Airlines linked
Hanoi to its Canton based network on July 10, 1936,
and this new faster service was noted in the U. S. Postal
Bulletin of July 28, 1936 (PB 16983) with an indica-
tion that the air surcharge was 51 cents per half ounce
for a carriage from Marseilles via Hanoi to Canton.

Map 25 Competing European airlines launched air mail all the way
service to China in 1936. Imperial Airways was first with their feeder
route from Penang to Hong Kong, but Air France followed shortly

Table 16 Air mail rate summary available to US postal patrons 1936-1940. (after Wawrukiewicz & Beecher [1996])



52     Whole Number 228

cents for air service within the US (which also in-
cluded surface transport to Amsterdam) and 31 cents
to pay the air surcharge from Amsterdam to Hong
Kong. The cover should have travelled by surface from
Hong Kong to Shanghai where it was given an ar-
rival backstamp of February 2nd. Total delivery time
was thus 23 days as compared with the option of pay-
ing 75 cents for Pan Am’s trans-Pacific air service to
Manila (6 days from California) and ocean steamer
from Manila to China.

On April 21, 1937, Pan American Air-
ways extended its trans-Pacific service
from Manila to Hong Kong, and from
that time on very little mail from U.S.
postal patrons was routed through Eu-
rope to China. The French, British and
Dutch serviced routes continued to
operate until June 1940 when war in
Europe terminated them.

Endnotes:
(1) http://www.cnac.org/

(2) Boyle (1998), page 753.

NEXT: 1934 Service to Australia and
New Zealand.

was announced that KLM would now provide air ser-
vice over its route from Amsterdam to Hong Kong
via Penang for an air surcharge of 31 cents per half
ounce, or 48 cents per half ounce if additional air ser-
vice was requested within China. These competing
air surcharge rates are summarized in table 16.

Figure 79 illustrates a cover postmarked Rochester,
Minnesota, January 11, 1937. Endorsed “Via Air Mail
From Amsterdam” and “Via Air mail In U.S.A.” the
cover is franked with 39 cents postage to pay the 8

© Copyright reserved by author 2007

Figure 79 Postmarked Rochester, Minnesota, January 11, 1937, this postal
patron chose to send their air mail letter to Shanghai by way of KLM’s
Amsterdam-Hong Kong service which used Imperial’s Penang-Hong Kong
feeder route. It was the least expensive European rate available.
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The Postal History of Sequim, Washington
Part 2 – That Mysterious “Sequin” Doane

by Kirk Andrews with Chester Masters

In our last issue of La Posta, the early postal his-
tory of Sequim, Washington, was discussed. This
article discusses a special variant from the norm—

the “SEQUIN” Type 3 Doane postmark, with ex-
amples found between 4 Jun 1906 and 25 Dec 1907.
The text of the article is taken in large part from
“Sequim’s Third Name Mystery,” originally published
in the Winter 2006/2007 Oregon Country Postal His-
tory Journal.

The previous La Posta article posed the question, “was
Sequin an extremely scarce, short-lived post office,
or simply a minor spelling variation of the town now
known as Sequim?” Here is what our Pacific North-
west postal historians have to say about it.

The mystery began when Cliff Brehan, who has been
collecting picture postcards of the north Olympic pen-
insula for 34 years, noticed some unusual postmarks
from Sequim, Washington with the town name spelled
Sequin. He contacted Kirk Andrews about this mys-
tery, and included copies from his collection plus an
old area map which identified the locations of Seguin,
Sequin, and Sequim. Andrews contacted the grand-
son of an Olympic peninsula pioneer, Doug McInnes,

Figure 1  One of nine known examples of the SEQUIN Doane, dated 5 Jan 1907 Ty 3 / 4.

and he revealed pictures of his grandfathers’ tomb-
stone dated October 1902 with the name Seguin en-
graved upon it, but he stated that the newspapers in
the area were using the name Sequim at that time. Mr.
McInnes also stated that groups of families in the area
were going by the names Seguin, Sequin, and Sequim.

Tim Boardman and Richard Helbock’s Washington
Post Offices lists the following dates of record for
Seguin/Sequin/Sequim (with no record of Sequin):

� Seguin:  13-Aug-1879 to 21-Sept-1907
(name changed to Sequim)
� Sequim:  21-Sept-1907 – Operating (was
Seguin)

Guy Reed Ramsey book Postmark Washington men-
tions the following on page 107:

“This (e.g., Sequim) location is about 6 miles away
NW section 12, T29N, R3W and was the place where
Benjamin F. Dean was postmaster of Sequin for three
years 1880 to 1883. “  Like Boardman, Ramsey does
not list Sequin in his post office lists, so this [post-
mark spelling] could be a typo.
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Chester Masters reports that Cliff Brehan checked
various vintage maps of the area, and found Seguin-
Sequin Sequim listed in the following locations:

Date Name Location
1881 Shqueen Village Squim Harbor
1883 Sequin Washington Harbor
1884 Seguin Washington Harbor
1886 Sequin Sequim
1887 Sequin Washington Harbor (2 diff

maps)
1889 Seguin near Washington Harbor (crude

map)
1891 Seguin Washington Harbor
1897 Seguin Sequim
1898 Squim Washington Harbor
1904 Seguin Sequim
1905 Sequin Washington Harbor
1905 Seguin Sequim
1908 Sequim Sequim
This data caused Chester Masters to ask, “Where was
Seguin/Sequin located?  And now when collectors
come by cards and covers postmarked Sequin how

do we catalogue them?” We have to go beyond the
traditional postal history library books and take a look
at Doane postmarks to begin to unravel the mystery.

Per Kirk Andrews, Masters included examples of three
Sequin postmarks his draft article. All of the postmarks
were Type 3 Doanes with a 4 in the killer bars (see
figure 1). In Helbock and Anderson’s  United States
Doanes book, Washington state coordinator Dave
McCord lists this Sequin cancellation as known to be
used from 08-Sept-1906 to 25-Dec-1907. In an e-mail
correspondence with Andrews, Mr. McCord wrote:

The SEQUIN, WASH. Doane cancellations are a cu-
riosity as their spelling doesn’t jive with either the
old spelling of SEGUIN supposedly used through
21 Sep 1907, or the new spelling of SEQUIM,
WASH. supposedly used from 21 Sep 1907 on. I (and
Tim Boardman) have always presumed that the SE-
QUIN spelling used on the Doane cancellation was
an error and one that was not corrected by the post-
master until some time between 25 Dec 1907 and
Jan 1 1910.” As for other cancellations from Seguin,
Sequin or Sequim from the early days I have manu-
script Seguin cancellations dated Feb 26 ’89 and Mar
26 ’89 and 9 bar Seguin cancellations dated Oct 14
1901 through Jun 18 1904, and Type A four bar
Sequim cancellations dated Jan 1 1910 through Jul

Figure 2  The Sequim Post Office ca. 1905-1910, housed in the small building at the lower left.
(Courtesy Clifford Brehan)
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Ed – In further e-mail
correspondence between
Cath Clark and Clifford
Brehan in September
2007, Brehan had
reached similar conclu-
sions to McCord’s. In re-
viewing the additional
data that’s been uncov-
ered, Brehan thinks it is
safe to assume that the
official name of the post
office during 1906-1907
was Seguin, but when
the canceller was issued,
due to an error the new
stamp came with a Q in-
stead of a G. Even
though the name was
officially changed by the
post office to Sequim on

September 21, 1907, the Sequin Doane would have
remained in use until a Sequim canceller was manu-
factured.

At the risk of strolling in where angels fear to tread,
we asked La Posta editor Richard Helbock his opin-
ion about the possibility of the Sequin Doane being
an error, and whether it should be considered scarce.
Helbock popularized the term ‘Doane,’ and was an
early proponent of the study of Doane markings. He
has a broad perspective on American postmarks, hav-
ing just completed his eighth installment of U.S. Post
Offices, a listing of all of the U.S. post offices that
have ever operated, including dates of operation and
a rarity factor.

In listing over 166,000 post offices, Helbock had to
draw up rules for listing town names when they rep-
resented the same place, but had spelling variations.
When the names were substantially similar, for in-
stance, Hillsboro and Hillsborough, there would be
only one listing with the most recent spelling. Vari-
ants were considered inconsequential unless they were
separated by long time gaps. In US Post Offices Vol-
ume 1 – The West, Helbock only gave one listing for
Sequim:

“SEQUIM, Clallam, WA, 1907-Date, Scarcity Index
- 0.”

12 1911 and what appears to be a Type B 4 bar
Sequim cancellation dated Dec 6 1911. I have seen
no other SEQUIN cancellations besides the Doanes.

With help from Dave McCord, Chester Masters, Cliff
Brehan, Kirk Andrews created the following census
of the Sequin, WA Doane cancellations:

Total number of examples:  9

Earliest Known Use:  04-June-1906 (new EKU from
what is listed)

Latest Known Use:  25-Dec-1907

04-Jun-1906
08-Sep-1906
16-Oct-1906
05-Jan-1907
18-Mar-1907
29-Jun-1907
09-Aug-1907
23-Aug-1907 (est., date obscured)
25 Dec 1907

[Andrews concludes]: “Was the Sequin postmark an
error as Dave McCord and Tim Boardman suggest?
We may never know as even the registry receipt which
holds the LKU example of the cancellation doesn’t
answer the question.”

Figure 3  Postcard showing a parade float, with a photographic manuscript that
reads “July 4th 08, Sequim Wn.”  Clearly, by 1908 the townspeople had accepted
the new spelling, using Sequim rather than Seguin in the photo caption.
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the town in his map research shown at the start of the
article, and Kirk Andrews has pointed to tombstones
as another place to look. It would be interesting to
compare other non-postal sources such as the first
town plat, or newspaper articles, to watch the gradual
change in spelling from Seguin to Sequim by local
towns people, and its eventual acceptance as
“Sequim.” – C. Clark

The basic content of this article was originally pub-
lished in the Oregon Country Journal, and we thank
the author, Kirk Andrews, and the Editor, Alan Patera,
for permission to reprint. Thank you also to Cliff
Brehan and Chester Masters of Sequim, Dave
McCord-Oregon Doanes Coordinator, and Tim
Boardman.

A scarcity rating of 0 always indicates that the post
office is still operating. However, local research and
additional references can often confer a higher value
to a given card or cover, depending on many factors.
The most basic factors that a collector should con-
sider for spelling variants are the length of time that
an office operated under a given name, and the theo-
retical abundance or paucity of covers that might have
survived from that time. Given that the Sequin Doane
was applied during the popular postcard era, Helbock
believes that it is probably not terribly scarce. How-
ever, it certainly deserves a place in a town, county,
or Doane collection due to its short-life as a postmark,
and its novelty.

Although the town was platted in 1907, it wasn’t offi-
cially incorporated until 1913, as Sequim. Clifford
Brehan has already noted a variety of spellings for

Figure 4  Registry receipt
with the latest known
example of the Sequin
Doane, dated 25 Dec 1907.
The postmaster’s
manuscript spelling is
unclear as to whether it was
‘Sequim’, ‘Seguin,’ or
‘Sequin.’ (Courtesy Tim
Boardman)

Figure 5  The Sequim Trading Company with the Port Angeles Marine Band, ca. 1905-1910. Note that
the Trading Co. sign at upper left uses the spelling of Sequim, not Seguin. (Courtesy Clifford Brehan)
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Passed by Army Censor: Update No. 1
By Richard W. Helbock

John Pollard of Victoria and Kurt Stauffer of
Lynnwood, WA, have provided me with what I hope
will be the first of many reports of 1941-1942 censor
mark information not included in Passed by Army
Censor. It is a simple fact that no book such as this,
which is merely a census of known examples, can ever
be complete. There will always be the possibility of
new discoveries, and these can come not only in the
form of date extensions for reported markings and new
numbers found in recorded handstamp types, but en-
tirely new censor designs. This is, after all, the thrill
of the hunt!

The book has been organized on a chronological and
world geographical basis according to the following
scheme:

Chapter 2 Newfoundland Lend Lease
Chapter 3 Caribbean Lend Lease
Chapter 4 Iceland & Greenland
Chapter 5 Alaska
Chapter 6 Hawaii
Chapter 7 Panama Canal Zone
Chapter 8 Puerto Rico

Chapter 9 The Philippines
Chapter 10 Canada
Chapter 11 United Kingdom
Chapter 12 South Atlantic
Chapter 13 Sub-Saharan Africa
Chapter 14 The Middle East
Chapter 15 China-Burma-India Theater
Chapter 16 Australia
Chapter 17 South Pacific
Chapter 18 North Africa – Operation Torch

Newly reported discoveries will follow the same or-
ganization and will reference censor types, tables,
charts and figures cited in the book. Reports of date
range extensions and new numbers for standard cen-
sor types will be accompanied by an illustration of
the standard handstamp only, but newly discovered
handstamp varieties will be illustrated when possible.

CHAPTER 2 NEWFOUNDLAND LEND LEASE

No new dates or types, but a wonderful new example
of  type 801A.1 used at Argentia, Newfoundland.

John Pollard reports this February 5, 1942, example of type 801A.1 used on a post card from
Argentia, Newfoundland.
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CHAPTER 3 CARIBBEAN LEND LEASE

Provisional Censor Handstamps

Addition to Table 3-2: (Pollard)

Type 803.4

Boxed Oval Censor Handstamps

Additions to Table 3-3: (Pollard)

APO #856 New Latest Known Use: 14 Oct 1943

APO #803 New Censor Number: 727

Additions to Table 3-4

APO #695 New Censor Number: 763

CHAPTER 4 GREENLAND & ICELAND

Error Note: On page 39 Table 4-1 is
misnumbered. It should be Table 4-3 as
referenced in the text.

Additions to Appendix  B: (Pollard)

New Iceland 3-digit oval number: 620

A new provisional censor handstamp reported by John Pollard. It has been designated type 803.4 and was used at
the Trinidad Base Command Exchange. (Pollard)

Race Track Style Egg Style

APO 810 at Baldurshagi, Iceland, Dec. 29, 1941, with 3-digit oval censor
number 620 is an addition to Appexdix B. (Pollard)
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CHAPTER 6 HAWAII

Type A Censor Marks

Additions to Table 6-2: (Pollard)

APO 958 New Censor Numbers: 782 & 802

APO 961 New Censor Number: 870

APO 962 New Censor Numbers: 607, 732 & 741

APO 24 New Censor Numbers: 289 & 291; New Latest Date: 25 Oct 1942

APO 914 New Latest Date: 16 Nov 1942

CHAPTER 8 PUERTO RICO

Type A Censor Marks

Additions to Table 8-5: (Pollard)

APO 845 Type A Censor Number 13 recorded with New Latest Date: 2 Dec 1942

Racetrack Censor Handstamps

Addition to Table 8-6: (Pollard)

APO 845 New Censor Number: 01043

CHAPTER 11 UNITED KINGDOM

Boxed Oval Censor Handstamps:

Addition to Table 11-1: (Pollard)

APO 34 New Earliest Date: 20 May 1942

John Pollard reports this new earliest date—May 20, 1942—for APO 34.
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CHAPTER 15 CHINA-BURMA-INDIA THEATER

Kurt Stauffer has supplied numerous details of cen-
sor dates and types used by US Army forces in the
CBI Theater that were omitted from the book. As a
result, all three of the censor type tables presented
in Chapter 15—table 15-2,  table 15-3 and table
15-4—have been significantly revised.

CBI  Provisional Censor Markings

Additions to Table 15-2:

APO 629.2 is found on a cover
from an airman apparently in the
process of transferring from
Karachi Air Base to Chabua. The censor handstamp
appears identical to type 882.5 that is known to have
been used at Karachi Air Base in October 1942.
Thus it is possible that this is merely a letter used
of type 882.5, but for now we will list it as type
629.2 as well as 882.5

This Dec 27, 1942, cover bears a return address from an
airmain the 13th Squadron, 1st Ferrying Group with his APO
identified as 886, but then crossed out and replaced by 629
(on reverse)

APO 879.1is a highly signifi-
cant discovery recently made
by Kurt. This is the first report
of a provisional  censor from
APO 879 serving American
Army forces in Chungking.
The cover bears a printed cor-
ner card of the Embassy of the
United State (sic) of America,
Office of the Military Attache,
Chungking, and was appar-
ently carried by diplomatic
pouch back to Washington,
DC, where it entered the US
mails on August 15, 1942.

The censor marking is a boxed straight-line variety
that reads CENSORED in large serif letters with a
signature line below and MILITARY ATTACHE /
AMERICAN EMBASSY / CHUNGKING, CHINA
in three lines of san-serif type. The fact that the
handstamp could have been used by any number of
censor officers makes it a provisional  handstamp in
terms of the definitions used in this census.

Type 879.1
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APO 886.2 is found on APO 886 covers
with dates ranging from May 25 to Nov. 7,
1942. The handstamp consists of a single
line of type in an italic serif style that reads:
“Censored by U. S. Army,”

APO 886.3 appears on a June 5, 1942, cover
with the return address of the Postal Regu-
lating Officer, Lt. C. J. Weinstein. This
handstamp appears identical to type 882.3
that is known to have been used at Karachi
Air Base in June 1942, and, since it was ap-
plied by a lieutentant in the Air Corps, it
may well simply be another example of type
882.3.

Type 886.2

type 886.3

APO 886.4 is found on APO 886 covers dated  Dec.
22, 1942. The handstamp consists of a single line of
embelished serrif style type that reads: “Censored”.
The known example also bears a Corps of Engineers
officer’s personal handstamp.

type 886.4
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CBI Type A Shield Censor Handstamps

Thanks to Kurt’s additional details, table 15-3 has been
significantly revised and modified. The revised table
15-3 appears below.

Table 15-3 Revised Distribution of Type A1 and A2 Shield Censor Handstamps in CBI Theater

type A1
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CBI Type B Shield Censor Handstamps

Thanks to Kurt’s additional details, table 15-4 has been
significantly revised and modified. The revised table
15-4 appears below.

Table 15-4 Revised Distribution of Type B Shield Censor Handstamps in CBI Theater
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CBI Theater Censor Handstamps
In addition to the provisional and shield censor
handstamps, Kurt also reported early use of a boxed oval
theater handstamp in a design similar to that shown in
figure 14-2 in the Middle East chapter of my book.

Examples of a boxed oval theater censor handstamp with number 61 appear on these covers probably carried by
diplomatic pouch to Washington before entering the mails in June and August 1942

Perhaps even more surprising is Kurt’s report of a CBI
theater censor marking in the form of a type B shield
censor. An example appears on the APO 628 cover
from Ramgarh, India.

Ramgarh was a training camp in India used by American forces to train Chinese infantry in the use
of American weapons. This cover bears a CBI theater censor in the form of a type B shield.
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CHAPTER 16 AUSTRALIA

Australia Type A Markings

Addition to Table 16-4: (Pollard)

Censor #3: APO 41 Add Company N, 162nd Infantry

Censor #5: APO 41 New Earliest Date: 25 Aug 1942

Censor #13: APO 929:New Latest Date: 21 Aug 1942 new Unit: 11th

Material Squadron

Censor # 27: APO 710 use New Latest Date: 29 Jan 1943

Censor #187 New Listing Date 5 Dec 1942 Unit: 22nd Troop Carrier
Squadron

• SEARCHING FOR •
POTTER COUNTY, PA COVERS

19TH Century/Early 20th (to WWI)

DPO’s still hiding.

Allegheny               Ayers Hill Borie
Bowie                    Chesterville Corwin
Cushingville Davidge Dolbee’s
Durward East Homer Elmwood
Eulalia Fees Genesee Fort
Haskin Hatchville Herring
Ladonia Louks Mills Lyansville
Milton Valley Nelsonport Norah
North Wharton Oleona Orebed
Packer Palmatier Pinedam
Rose’s Sanders Savoy
Short Run Stockholm Turner Creek
Ulysses Centre Veley West Bingham
West Branch Wilber Yocum Hill

Yvonne

Write/E-Mail/Call

FRED HOWLAND
23 Douglas Drive

Newport News, VA  23601
(757) 596-0362

inspirebluel2@yahoo.com

Don Tocher
U.S. Classics,

Stamps
and Postal History

Recently acquired:

Stephen Suffet’s two gold medal winners on 3rd Class mail

Ken Lawrence’s gold medal winner on 1st Nesbitts

And, Fumiaka Wada’s on Post Office Mail

See all 400+ pages on my website:

http://www.postalnet.com/dontocher/

APS AmeriStamp Expo, Charlotte, NC
Jan 11-13, 2008

Garfield-Perry, Cleveland, OH
March 28-30, 2008

ASDA,  APS, USPCS, CSA, USSS
Box 679, Sunapee, NH 03782,
CELL PHONE:  617-686-0288

  dontoch@ix.netcom.com

We welcome additional updates and extensions to Passed By Army Censor, and will publish them space permitting in
future issues of our journal.
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Figure 1 Contents of a bag of letters purportedly written by Japanese defenders of the
island of Iwo Jima from the film Letters from Iwo Jima.

By Dr. Thomas J. Richards

(thomasR1@ohiodominican.edu)
In the October–November 2007 issue of La Posta,
our publisher, Richard Helbock, at the end of his
Publisher’s Page, commented on the recent Clint
Eastwood film – Letters from Iwo Jima. The story re-
volves around a cache of letters found by modern Japa-
nese archaeologists. They find a bag of letters (figure
1) written by the Japanese defenders and the story
follows from their writings. As a collector, exhibitor
and writer about Philatelic Movie Props (see Ameri-
can Philatelist; Oct 2002, p. 890-897 and May 2007,
p. 434-441), I thought it might be interesting to show
a few of the prop letters from the film.

According to the provider of these props:

In order to produce extremely accurate letters that
would provide key plot devices in Letters from Iwo
Jima, the makers of these props enlisted the help of
Japanese Americans to produce extremely well made
pieces. Ironically, some of these accidental prop mak-
ers were former prisoners of the War Relocation Cen-
ters (Internment Camps) set up for the detention of
Japanese Americans (62% of whom were American
citizens) during World War II.

Every letter is written in a very formal and period-
correct Japanese style. Each one even tells an actual
story explaining what’s going on around the writer—
describing homesickness, for example.

Some of the characters on the letters represent varia-
tions no longer used. Supposedly, this makes it some-
what difficult for a modern Japanese to read them.

Philatelic Movie Props: Letters from Iwo Jima
Each original letter was written by hand, scanned,
printed, and then replicated. Afterwards, every letter
was individually aged with various toners, water, and
wrinkled. Some were left in the sun to wither. Oth-
ers had their edges burned. Consequently, every piece
is a unique work of art. Approximately twenty five
distinct designs were created. (http://cgi.ebay.com)

I am not a collector of Japanese WWII covers but I
believe I have seen similar designs in dealers stocks.
If anyone has more information about the genuine
usage of items like these props or the usage of similar
items during the WWII period – I would appreciate
hearing from them.

Figures 2 – 6 show examples that I have been able to
acquire.
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Figure 2 A post card with illustrated military motif.

Figure 3 A folded letter sheet with cover (right)
and illustrated interior (above).



January 2008       69

Figure 4 A post card with illustrated motif of soldier on guard.

Figure 5 Figure 6 The commonly seen “dove & helmet”
postal card issued to Japanese soldiers.
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La Posta Backnumbers
Backnumbers of La Posta may be pur-
chased from:

Sherry Straley
2214 Arden Way #199

Sacramento, CA 95825.

An index of all backnumbers through Vol-
ume 28 has been completed by Daniel Y.
Meschter and is available on the La Posta
website at www.la-posta.com.

To order backnumbers call  Sherry at 916-
359-1898, fax 916-359-1963 or send her an
E-mail at collectibles@4agent.org.

WANTED
NYC examiner letter codes ‘H’, ‘E’, ‘L’
back stamped on registered letters
passing through NYC between 1900 and
1902.

• most common color is magenta
• occasionally found on front to

cancel stamps

Jeffrey Wallace
“Kampong”

Old Forge Lane
Grouville, JERSEY

Channel Islands  JE3 9BH
jeffanddana@jerseymail.co.uk

United States Post Offices
Volume 8 - The Southeast

Now Available on CD

Complete searchable data base of
all US post offices that have ever

operated in Alabama, Florida, Geor-
gia & South Carolina

Dates of Operation, County Location and
Scarcity Index

Price to La Posta subscribers: $17.50 ppd.

Order by Mail or E-mail:
helbock@la-posta.com

Pay Pal accepted

11-13 Jan - AMERISTAMP EXPO, Charlotte, NC
1-3 Feb - Sarasota, FL

 29 Feb - 2 Mar - St. Louis Stamp Expo
6-9 Mar -  Spring Mega, New York

28-30 Mar - Garfield Perry, Cleveland
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USA POSTAL HISTORY
Colonial to Prexies: Maritime, Destinations,

Expos, DPOs, Railroad, Territorial, CSA,
Express, Possessions, & Military

APO AmeriStamp Expo
Charlotte, NC

January 11 - 13

STEPHEN T. TAYLOR
5 Glenbuck Road
Surbiton, Surrey

England KT6 6BS

Phone 01144-208-390-9357
Fax 01144-208-390-2235

Email: staylor995@aol.com
www.stephentaylor.co.uk

Your American dealer in Britain

20th

(800) 594-3837
FAX(888) 898-6123

The Wreck & Crash Mail Society: 
We want you

and your
accidents!

 A quarterly
Journal “ La
Catastrophe”

European Address
c/o Ken Sanford

613 Championship
Drive
Oxford, CT 06478
 Dues 12.50 £

North America
address  c/o Dr
Steven J. Berlin  
12407 Dover Road 
Reisterstown
Maryland  21136. 
Dues $25.00.

Please make checks out to the society. 

E-mail:  DrStevenBerlin@yahoo.com
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TOMORROW’S POSTAL
HISTORY IS HAPPENING

TODAY!
Strange but true, it is easier to find what U.S. post
offices existed in 1902 than to find out what U.S. post
offices are operating today.

The only official source—USPS’ National 5-Digit Zip Code & Post Office Directory—omits literally
thousands of stations and branches, lists closed offices, and is riddled with other errors. And it
is no longer published!
Finally, a complete list is here! The Post Mark Collectors Club’s Directory of Post Offices, as noted in
Linn’s Stamp News and the American Philatelist, is as accurate as 15 years of research and 20
volunteers can make it. The postal rarities of tomorrow are listed here, and only here!
Available in handsome notebook format for $50, or one CD for $20.87. Payment (payable to
PMCC) to Andrew Mitchell, P.O. Box 5, Tariffville, CT 06081-0005. Individual state lists also

available – see order form at http://www.postmarks.org

Dealer inquiries welcome.

Questions or requests for a free sample to above
address or

by e-mail to: ajmitchell2@comcast.net

Visit La Posta’s NEW On-line
Cover Shop

http://www.la-posta.com/Store/Cover%20Shop.htm

ELEVEN categories are up and running including:

NEW: Military—WWII and Military—Censored

Shop using credit card through Paypal, or e-mail us your order direct and pay by check.

helbock@la-posta.com or lapostagal@hotmail.com
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United States Post Offices 
Volume VIII - The Southeast 

Here's the 

Compiled By 
Richard \'\7• Helbock 

final volume of 
Richard Helbock's 
monumental 
Post Offices 
series ... 

$27.50 plus $5.00 shipping 

United States Post Foreign orders shipping: $15.00. 

z • ORDER FORM • • Offices Volume VIII
The Southeast. 

Quan. Title : Price: 

This volume contains an alphabetical listing of post of
fices for Alabama, Georgia, South Carolina and Florida. 
(The first ever such listings for Alabama and Georgia) 
Includes county, dates of operation and a rarity factor. 
Extremely useful for every cover collector and postal histo
rian. 224 pgs, softbound: $27.50 plus $5.00 shipping. 

Helbock's PO's Southeast $27.50 

Shipping Additional: 

TOTAL 

_ Check Enclosed 
Charge to: _Visa - MC - Discover 
Card No. 
Expire Date: Please enter your credit card's 

-- 3-digit Security Code:_ 

Name: 

Street Address: 

City: 

State:_Zip Code: 

Phone: Fax: 

Email: 

NOTE: Illinois residents add 6.5% sales 

Dealers call for 
quantity discounts. www.JamesLee.com 
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Alaska Collectors Club
APS Affiliate #218

Dedicated to developing a wider interest in the study
and preservation of Alaska’s Postal History.

We are a wide-ranging group of collectors who are
interested in all aspects of the postal history of Alaska.
From the first covers under United States ownership to
the latest events, we try to cover the gamut of Alaska

postal history.
Some of our features:

����� Quarterly Journal, The Alaskan Philatelist
����� Auctions of Alaska material
� Fellowship with other Alaska collectors

Dues $15.00, information available from:

Eric Knapp
Secretary/Treasurer
4201 Folker Street, Unit 102
Anchorage, AK  99508 -5377
E-mail:  eknapp@gci.net

ATTENTION
POSTAL HISTORY & LITERATURE DEALERS

Trade discounts are available on
United States Post Offices, Volumes 1 - 6,

as well as other La Posta Publications.

WRITE OR CALL:
JAMES E. LEE,
P.O. BOX 36,

CARY, IL 60013-0036
VOICE: 847-462-9130
FAX: 847-462-9140

ARIZONA - NEW
MEXICO

POSTAL HISTORY
SOCIETY

Seeks New Members, Who Seek New
Material, New Information and  New

Friends
DUES $10 Annually

Receive “The Roadrunner” Quarterly
Newsletter

Trade Duplicates at Winter
and Summer Meetings

Contact: J. L. Meyer,
20112 West Point Dr.,
Riverside, CA 92507

or

Peter Rathwell,
4523 E. Mountain View Dr., Phoenix, AZ 85028

WANTED:  80c HAWAII
• • • • • On Cover to 1960
• • • • • Commercial Preferred
• • • • • For Exhibit and Book
• • • • • Also Color Copies of Your Best

 Gems
Free Book if Used

• • • • • Essays and Proofs

Jon Krupnick
700 Southeast 3rd Ave

Fort Lauderdale  FL  33316
jonpac@aol.com
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Thumb your nose at fakery! 

With The Philatelic Foundation's Opinions VII 

Fifteen years in the making, the latest installment in this acclaimed series features 23 articles 
covering a broad range of expertizing subjects on both stamps and covers, with over 400 
illustrations and, for the first time, color throughout. Opinions VII also provides a cumulative index 
to all seven Opinions volumes. 

Highlights of Opinions VII include: 

Authenticating a Pony Express first day use 

Determining the printer of US Bank Notes 

Micro spectroscopy to detect fake postmarks 

Bluish papers, 1847s, Back-of-the-Book 

Revenue inverts, locals, Hawaii, Philippines 

A photo survey of the Orangeburg coil+ more! 

Limited edition, hardbound 
212 pages, many in color 
7" x 1 0" format 
Price only $60 postpaid (within US) 

Still available is The Pony Express, A Postal History by Frajola, Kramer and Walske, with complete 
historical and postal details, complete trip listings and images of all recorded Pony Express covers. 
Hardbound (and nearly sold out) for $50 postpaid in US. 

The Philatelic Foundation 
70 West 40th Street, 15th Floor 
New York, NY 10018 
(212)221-6555 

www.philatelicfoundation.org 

Note: The il lustrated cancel above is a fake. A copy with a real cancel appears on p. 66 of Opinions VII. 
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PROFESSIONAL POSTMARK
TRACING & MAPS

I will execute to your exact specifications accurate
tracings of plain or fancy postmarks, cancels and

maps. My work
has appeared in La
Posta in both the
Washington
Territorial
postmark series by
Richard A. Long

and the 19th Century Colorado postmark series by
Richard Frajola.

If you’ve been thinking of a postmark catalog
project, or any research which requires well-executed
postmarks or maps for illustrations, but do not have
the time required to accomplish the tracings, drop me
a line or give me a call with the particulars, and I will
give you a quote.

Jane Dallison
P. O. Box 296, Langlois, OR 97450

(541) 348-2813

All 55 Years of
Western Express

On DVD plus a one-year
Membership to the

Western Cover Society
For only $60 postpaid

Every issue of Western Express from 1950
Through 2005 has been scanned in and stored

On DVD as fully searchable PDF files

No need to fumble through those old-fashioned paper
copies of Western Express to find the subjects you are look-
ing for. No more digging through old manual paper indexes.
For $60, you get the Western Express DVD plus a one-year
membership to the Western Cover Society (which includes
a one-year  subscription to Western Express).

Note: If you prefer to purchase a DVD without becoming a
member of WCS, the DVD-alone price is $100. Send your
Check today!!!

Oscar Thomas, Treasurer WCS
PO Box 604

Lake Forest, CA  92609
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LA POSTA
CLASSIFIED ADS

Only 5 cents per word delivers your message to the
largest and best informed group of postal historians in

America
Word Count 1 issue 3 issues 6 issues

1-25 $1.25 $3.12 $5.94
26-30 $1.50 $3.75 $7.14
31-35 $1.75 $4.35 $8.28
36-40 $2.00 $4.98 $9.48
41-45 $2.25 $5.61 $10.68
46-50 $2.50 $6.24 $11.88
51-55 $2.75 $6.84 $13.02
56-60 $3.00 $7.47 $14.22
61-65 $3.25 $8.10 $15.42
66-70 $3.50 $8.73 $16.62
71-75 $3.75 $9.33 $17.76
76-80 $4.00 $9.96 $18.96
81-85 $4.25 $10.59 $20.16
86-90 $4.50 $11.22 $21.36
91-95 $4.75 $11.82 $22.50
96-100 $5.00 $12.45 $23.70

NOTE:
EXPIRATION DATE SHOWN
AT END OF EACH AD,  i.e.,
[38-6], MEANS AD WILL
EXPIRE WITH THIS ISSUE.

AD DEADLINE FOR NEXT
ISSUE:

January 5, 2008

SOCIETIES

COLLECT CANADA/B.N.A.? Consider
BNAPS! The society offers study groups; pub-
lications; annual exhibitions; and online library
bnapstopics.org! View: www.bnaps.org. Con-
tact: P. Jacobi, Secretary, #6-2168 150 A
Street, Surrey, BC Canada V4A 9W4 [39-1]

FOR SALE: COVERS
POSTAL HISTORY featured in our mail bid
sales. Free catalogs. Juno Stamps, 2180 Hart-
ford Ave., St. Paul, MN 55116-1010.
junostamps@aol.com [38-6]

DO YOU COLLECT State Postal History,
Doane Cancels or cancels of any kind? Now
38 States online plus Dakota Territory and
more coming. Over 9000 covers online with
1500 of them pictured. Website: http://
www.towncancel.com/ Gary Anderson, P.O.
Box 600039, St. Paul, MN. 55106. Email:
garyndak@ix.netcom.com. [39-5]

DPO’s, RPO’s, ships, Doanes, Expos, ma-
chines, military, advertising, auxiliaries, and
more! My Mail Bid Sales offer thousands of
postal history lots. Write/ call for sample cata-
log. Jim Mehrer, 2405-30th Street, Rock Is-
land, IL 61201. Phone: (309) 786-6539. Email:
mehrer@postal-history.com. Internet
website:http://www.postal-history.com.[38-5]

FOR SALE: COVERS

COVER AUCTIONS, NAVY/MILITARY; Clas-
sics; Submarines; Surface Ships; Locations;
APO;s; POSTCARDS; MEMORABILIA. Mix-
ture of commercial; philatelic; wartime cov-
ers. Free illustrated catalogues. Jim Smith
(USCS, MPHS), Box 512, Oshtemo, Michi-
gan 49077 [38-5]

TOWNS:WANTED
ALL STATES and categories wanted! Better
consignment material always needed for my
bi-monthly Mail Bid Sales. Write/ call for con-
signment details. Jim Mehrer, 2405-30th
Street, Rock Island, IL 61201. Phone: (309)
786-6539. Email: mehrer@postal-
history.com. Internet web site: http://
www.postal-history.com. [38-5]

BUTLER COUNTY PENNSYLVANIA covers,
real photo postcards, and fiscal paper
ephemera wanted by second-generation col-
lector.  Send description, photocopies, or
scans with prices to Janice Metkin, 1310
Crestline Drive, Coeur d’Alene, ID  83814-
6027. metkin@mindspring.com [38-6]

CALIFORNIA - KERN & IMPERIAL County
covers and cards. Especially interested in
Bakersfield corner cards. Send description
or photocopies and prices to John Williams,
887 Litchfield Ave., Sebastopol, CA 95472
[38-5]

TOWNS: WANTED

COLES COUNTY IL covers and post cards
wanted, especially before 1920. List
avaialble. Michael Zolno, 2855 West Pratt,
Chicago, IL 60645, email mzolno@aol.com
[38-5]

IDAHO COVERS wanted. All kinds; all towns;
all periods. Send description, photocopies,
or scans with prices to Mark Metkin, 1310
Crestline Drive, Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814-
6027. metkin@mindspring.com [38-6]

ILLINOIS: MERCER County covers wanted
from these towns: Arpee, Bluff, Boden, Car-
bon, Cole Dale, Creamery, Griffin, Hazle
Point, High Point, Mercer, Monroe,
Petersville, Pope’s Mills, Prince, Rivola,
Suez, Sully, Sunbeam (Nettie A. Mulligan,
PM), Unaville & Wanlock. Gary F. Morrow,
381 Wyldewoode Dr., McDonough, GA 30253
LM085@bell south.net. Phone: 770-957-
1268 [38-5]

MASSACHUSETTS: FRANKLIN County
Postal History: stampless to modern. Espe-
cially need illustrated mail, usages with rev-
enue stamps (checks, deeds, etc.) and pre-
cancels. Send photocopies or scans with
asking price. Request town list post free. Jim
Kotanchik, PO Box 684, West Acton, MA
01720-0684, email: jimko@verizon.net [39-
2]

NORTH DAKOTA: all postal history wanted
from territorial to modern. Send photocopies
or on approval. Gary Anderson, P.O. Box
600039, St. Paul, MN 55106 [39-5]

SPOKANE FALLS / SPOKANE, WA. 1872-
date wanted: Territorial, registered, postage
due, certified, commercial airmail, foreign
destinations, unusual station cancels, us-
ages, and postal markings. Send description
or photocopies/scans to Larry Mann, 655
Washington PL SW, Mukilteo, WA 98275
Larrymann02@aol.com [38-5]

WESTPORT WA Collector seeking older ad-
vertising covers and pre-1950 postcards from
Westport, WA. Contact: Douglas Olson, PO
Box 2177, Westport, WA 98595 [38-5]
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DOANE CANCELS:
WANTED

Buy, sell and trade Doane Cancels of all
states. Send photocopies or on approval.
Gary Anderson, P.O. Box 600039, St.
Paul, MN 55106 [39-5]

PREXIES: WANTED
URGENTLY NEED 4½¢ Prexies for
collection. Looking for covers, proofs,
printing varieties. Anything that fits into a
specialized collection. Describe with
asking price. Howard Lee, Box 2912,
Delmar, CA 92014. Tel: 858-350-7462.
Email: gimpo@adnc.com [38-6]

SUB-STATION POSTAL
MARKINGS: WANTED
SUB-STATION postal markings containg
“sub” dated between 1889 and 1912 from
any US city. Send photocopies to Dennis
Pack, 1915 Gilmore Ave., Winona, MN
55987 [39-4]

MILITARY: WANTED

ALASKA & WESTERN CANADA APOs,
interesting Pan American (Scott 294-299)
issues on cover and Pittsburgh/Allegheny
County covers from 1851-1861. Send
Xeroxes or scans and pricing to Bob
McKain, 2337 Giant Oaks Drive, Pittsburgh,
PA 15241 (57-vette@adelphia.net) [38-6]

WANTED ON APPROVAL: KOREAN WAR
COVERS, 1950-1953 with U.S. MARINES
return addresses & postmarks that read U.S.
NAVY/12867 Br./Unit No., also 14009, 14011,
14012, 14021.  Also, ship covers sent by Ma-
rines while on active Korean war duty; also
collect stamped mail & Registered  (not free-
franked) from any service branch in Korea
from June 27 1950 – Dec 31, 1950.  Please
send scans and prices to Cath Clark,
lapostagal@hotmail.com

EXPRESS COVERS:
WANTED
ARIZONA, NEVADA, BRITISH COLUMBIA
Express covers wanted. Send description,
photocopies with prices to John Drew, 15370
Skyview Terrace, San Jose, CA 95132 [ 39-3]

FOREIGN: WANTED

COMMERCIAL AIR air covers, 1945 or
earlier, any intercontinental mail, i.e, Europe
to Asia, North America to Africa, Australia to
Europe, etc. Send scans or photocopies for
my offer, or on approval to Richard Helbock,
PO Box 100, Chatsworth Island, NSW 2469,
Australia or helbock@la-posta.com

WANTED: MISCELANY
US & POSSESSIONS POST OFFICE
SEALS: on/off cover, Scott listed and
unlisted. Especially need Ryukyu and
Philippine material. Also want worldwide
official seals on cover. Send photocopies or
scans with asking price. Jim Kotanchik, PO
Box 684, West Acton, MA 01720-0684,
email: jimko@speakeasy.net [38-6]

LITERATURE: FOR SALE

www.pacificpioneers.com - Check out this
700 page Book on Pan Am’s flight covers in
the Pacific - 1935 to 1946. I sell, trade or
exchange information on new cover finds.
Also want to purchase similar material. Jon
E. Krupnick, 700 Southeast 3rd Ave., Ft.
Lauderdale, FL 33316 [38-6]

Unusual, Exhibitable, Challenging Covers
Wide Range of Areas.  Please Go to:

eBay Store <POSTAL HISTORY MALL>
http://stores.ebay.com/Postal-History-Mall

Want Lists Solicited
WANTED: Worldwide Special Delivery Stamps on Cover, Card, Tags

Robert L. Markovits, Quality Investors
PO Box 891  Middletown  NY  10940

rlmarkovits@aol.com
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La Posta Publications
33470 Chinook Plaza, #216,

Scappoose OR 97056
email: helbock@la-posta.com

We hope that you have enjoyed our journal and I wish to cordially invite you to become a subscriber.

LA POSTA is published six times a year and provides over 450 pages of research, news and information regard-
ing all aspects of American postal history. With a subscription price of just $25 per year, most of our readers
consider us to be the best bargain in postal history today.

I hope you will find La Posta worthy of your support. If so, please take a moment to fill out the form below and
send us a check in the amount of $25, or pay via credit card at www.la-posta.com/journal.htm to begin your
subscription with our next issue.

Sincerely yours,

Richard W. Helbock,

Publisher

———————————————————————————————————————————————
La Posta Publications
33470 Chinook Plaza, #216
Scappoose, OR 97056

Hello Richard & Cath:

Yes, I’ll give La Posta a try. You may begin my subscription with the Volume 39, Number 1 (Feb-Mar 2008)
issue. Enclosed is my check in the amount of $25.00.*

Name: ————————————————————————

Address: ———————————————————————

City, State, ZIP: ______________________________________________

*or pay via credit card through Pay Pal at www.la-posta.com/journal.htm
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INDEX OF ADVERTISERS

ADVERTISING IN LA POSTA
DISPLAY ADS are available on a contract basis as shown below. Ad contents may be changed from issue-to-issue, provided
changes are received by the posted deadlines.
INSIDE PAGES
  Ad Size One Issue Three Issues Six Issues
  1/8-page $13.00 $29.90 $54.60
  1/4-page $30.00 $69.00 $126.00
  1/2-page $55.00 $126.50 $231.00
  1-page $100.00 $230.00 $420.00

INSIDE COVER*
(FULL-PAGE, BLACK & WHITE)

One Issue $175.00
Two issues $275.00
Four issus $580.00
Six issues                $800.00

BACK COVER*
(1/2 PAGE, COLOR)

One Issues $250.00
Two issues $475.00
Four issus $800.00
Six issues             $1,200.00

*We normally ask that back cover and inside cover ads be taken out for a minimum of two issues due to our advance printing
schedule for covers.

All charges include Type setting & Layout
AD DEADLINES FOR INSIDE PAGES are as follows: Dec/Jan issue - Nov 15; Feb/Mar issue - Jan 15; Apr/May issue - Mar
15; Jun/Jul issue - May 15; Aug/Sep issue - July 15; Oct/Nov issue - Sep 15.

AD DEADLINES FOR BACK COVER COLOR AD & INSIDE COVER ADS are: Dec/Jan & Feb/Mar issue – Oct 31;
Ap/May & Jun/July issue – Feb 28; Aug/Sep & Oct/Nov issue – June 30.

E-mail your ad to Cath Clark at: lapostagal@hotmail.com

MAIL AUCTIONS
RANDY STEHLE - 21

DISPLAY ADS
ALASKA COLLECTORS CLUB - 74
ARIZONA-NEW MEXICO P. H. S. - 74
COLORADO POSTAL HIST. SOCIETY - 21
DAKOTA POSTAL HIST. SOCIETY - 27
JANE DALLISON - 76
MICHAEL DATTOLICO - 76
GLENN A. ESTUS - 21
JIM FORTE - 71
FREEMAN’S - 70
FRED HOWLAND [Potter County PA] - 66
JON KRUPNICK - 74
LA POSTA Backnumbers - 70
LA POSTA ON-LINE COVER SHOP - 72

JAMES E. LEE - 73 & 74
ROBERT L. MARKOVITS -78
JIM MILLER - 76
NEW JERSEY POSTAL HISTORY

SOCIETY - 27
BOB NICHOLS - 24
NUTMEG STAMP SALES - Backcover
THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION - 75
POSTMARK COLLECTORS CLUB - 72
SCHMITT INVESTORS LTD. - 71
STEPHEN T. TAYLOR - 71
DON TOCHER - 66
USPO Volume 8 The Southeast CD - 70
JEFFREY WALLACE - 70
WESTERN EXPRESS - 76
WRECK & CRASH MAIL SOCIETY - 71
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