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Publisher’s Page

Quite a long time ago—well over 20 years I’d
say—we began offering a series of small auc-
tions within La Posta. The auctions were in-

tended to provide subscribers with an easy way to
convert their duplicate material and other unwanted
postal history items into cash at market prices. The
Subscribers’ Auctions began as a single page feature
within the body of the journal, but quickly gained
popularity with both buyers and sellers. By the early
1990s we had begun offering auctions containing 500
or more lots on a fairly regular basis, and some sub-
scribers became major consignors on a regular basis.
I began to think of the auctions as the tail that wagged
the La Posta dog.

When Cath & I relocated to Australia in 1997 one of
our great concerns was whether or not we would be
able to keep the Subscribers’ Auctions alive and well.
While it is true that we did meet some resistance from
former consignors who were worried about sending
material overseas, the quality and support for the auc-
tions did not suffer dramatically.

I remember quite clearly when Randy Kimes, one of
my dear friends from northern California, told me
about this new on-line auction service called Ebay.
That would have been the spring of 1998. Funny name
“Ebay”, I thought, but when we returned to the
Scappoose houseboat in April I looked up their website
and became an Ebay seller as of April 23, 1998. At
the time, Ebay was only so-so when it came to postal
history, but they attracted outstanding prices for real
photo postcards from just about anywhere. It was clear
to me—and obviously thousands of other people—
that Ebay would soon reconfigure the entire landscape
when it came to marketing paper collectables.

The impact of Ebay on our little Subscibers’ Auctions
was not immediate. Many of our subscribers were not
“early adapters” when it came to embracing comput-
ers and the Internet. Consignments to our auctions
dropped somewhat, but that was probably due more
to our new remote locale than competition with
Internet sales (chart 1). As the number of lots con-
signed began to drop off noticeably around 2003, the
number of bidders also began to fall (chart 2). With
fewer lots there was obviously less of interest in our
sales. Quite naturally, few lots with a lower number
of bidders brought a decline in gross realizations of
the sales (chart 3). The handwriting was on the wall
as the old expression goes.

Our most recent auction contained 300 lots. These
were bid by only 40 people and the total realization
of the sale was about $2,200. We charge a 20% com-
mission of sales, so our total compensation from
Subauc 77 was $440. Our printer charged us $403 to
print the auction catalogue, plus some additional to
stuff it in the plastic mailer with the journal and the
USPS extracted a bit more postage due to the addi-

Chart 3 Grosss realizations Subauc 61-77

Chart 2 Number of bidders Subauc 61-77

Chart 1 Number of lots Subauc 61-77
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tional weight of the mailing. That yields a net loss
without even considering my time to lot the sale and
lay out the catalogue, or Cath’s time to organize the
lots, invoice the winning bidders and ship the lots.

Cath & I have talked this over very carefully and have
concluded that there will be no more Subscribers’
Auctions similar to sale number 77. We can’t afford it
and it’s depressing to think that we’ve wasted our time
and benefited so few of you in the process.

I do not wish to completely close the door on Sub-
scribers’ Auctions. Take a close look at the realiza-
tions in chart 3 and you’ll notice that there were three
sales in late 2003 and early 2004 that brought gross
realizations over $10,000. These were, of course, the
sales that featured Harold Richow’s magnificent US
WWII material. We had even stronger support for the
sale of Washington and Montana territorials that was

conducted in May 2006 at PIPEX in Spokane. So we
are certainly willing and happy to consider conduct-
ing future auctions in situations where we can sell
desirable postal history collections. Frankly, because
we are willing to present a substantial collection in
lots that appeal to collectors—rather than bulk lot
buyers—we can guarantee sellers a higher overall re-
turn than even the “major” auction houses.

It is also possible that smaller Subscribers’ Auctions
might return to the pages of La Posta from time to
time as the available material warrants. Finally, buy-
ers and sellers of postal history material should con-
sider our new On-line Cover Shop. We have now added
nine categories and more will be available in the weeks
and months ahead.

The Passing of Two Giants

William T. McGreer
1913-2007

Gordon Bleuler
1917-2007

William T. McGreer passed
away the afternoon of January
9, 2007 at the age of 93. Bill
was born in 1913 to William J.
McGreer and Margaret Clarno
in Clarno, Oregon. The
McGreer and Clarno families
moved to central Oregon in
1860. Grandfather Clarno was
the first white man to settle in
what became Wheeler County.

Bill graduated from Oregon State University in June 1938.
After college he worked for the BLM as a foreman for the
Conservation Corp near Roseburg, OR. He then worked as
a civilian employee for the Army Corp of Engineers in Port-
land, OR for two years and Seward, Alaska for three years.
After that he served on Attu in the Aleutians until 1944. Af-
ter the war Bill moved to the Yakima Valley where he raised
cattle and farmed until 1972. In April 1971 Bill married
Evelyn Stock.

Bill was an avid collector and dealer of stamps and covers,
and from the early 1970s up to 2006, Bill & Evelyn became
active participants in the bourses of major to minor stamp
shows throughout the West. Whether it was the Pacific North-
west, California, Arizona or Colorado, you could almost al-
ways count of the friendly faces of the McGreers to be present
behind a booth at the bourse.

Bill guided and advised many of us in the hobby over the
decades. He was always warm and friendly in manner and
more than fair in dealing. He will long be remembered by
postal historians in the West.
Courtesy of William R. Beith

A long life lived well in philat-
ely. Born in Muscogee, OK in
January 1917, Gordon was an
advanced stamp collector by
the age of 15 when in 1932 he
was invited to be a founder of
the Oklahoma Philatelic Soci-
ety in Tulsa, Oklahoma Char-
ter Member #8.

In 1940 Gordon sold his U.S.
commemorative stamp collec-
tion to make a down payment
on a new home in Dallas, TX. Gordon then began new col-
lections of  U. S. postal history. Subjects collected would
include Oklahoma & Indian Territory, Texas, Florida, Alaska,
Hawaii and all Western States postal history. His Civil War
collections, both North & south, were well known.

Gordon may have been inspired by the well known Okla-
homa humorist Will Rogers’ famous saying that he never
met a man he didn’t like” to Gordons own saying that “he
never met a collector that he didn’t like.”

Gordon was a frequent contributor to many philatelic books.
He wrote numerous articles, gave many talks to clubs and
prepared several award-winning postal history exhibits. He
used his artistic talents in illustrating his exhibition pages
and created a unique group of Texas Sesqui-centennial en-
velopes in 1966.

On a personal note, Gordon & I met in 1978. He became my
mentor in collecting 19th century US postal history. He al-
ways had a smile and a great sense of humor.
Courtesy of Jim Doolin
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POSTAL HISTORIANS ON LINE
 If you would like to join this list in future issues of

La Posta, send us a note via e-mail at
lapostagal@hotmail.com

Paul G. Abajian [Vermont postal history]— PGA@vbimail.champlain.edu
Joe Adamski [SD, CT] — joe_adamski@hotmail.com
Albert Aldham [Machine cancels] — cancels@ptd.net
Jim Alexander [TX: Waco Village, McLennan, Bosque, Coryell counties]

— jralexander3@aol.com
American Philatelic Research Library — aprl@stamps.org
Gary Anderson [US Doanes & ND postal history] — garyndak@ix.netcom.com
Walter Anderson [SD sthood & ter.; SW Minnesota, NW Iowa, Anne Arundel

Co. MD, Butler, Phelps, Ripley Co, MO] — heynetboy1@sio.midco.net
Kirk Andrews [Expositions, OR, WA, WI] — kirk_meister@yahoo.com
Dennis Austin [WA,OR,ID] — skypub@quest.net
Ted Bahry [Wake & Midway Isl, Benzie Cty, MI] — semperted@aol.com
Mark Baker Enterprises [Dealer CA & NV postal history etc.]

Web: goldrushpaper.com  — mbcovers@directcon.net
Bob Baldridge — [Wisconsin p.h.] bobbaldridge@earthlink.net
Alan Banks [Missouri] — abanks7@aol.com
William H. Bauer [CO; NY: Otsego Co] — Whbcphs@mkl.com
Beall, Robert — rbeallstmp@aol.com
John Beane, MD [West VA] — jbeane@prodigy.net
Robert Beasecker [MI p. history] — beaseckr@gvsu.edus
John Beirne [Navals, RPO, AK] — john_beirne@hotmail.com
William R. Beith [Eastern Oregon, OR Doanes]—wrbeith@comcast.net
Kevin Belmont [SW Arkansas, West Pointers on stamps]

— kevin.belmont@west-point.org
Bary D. Bender [Dealer p.c.’s & p.h.; + collects WA: Columbia Co]

— ngatecol@bresnan.net
Steven Berlin [interrupted mail, wreicks, crashes, robbery, terrorism]

— drstevenberlin@yahoo.com
Henry Berthelot [train, shipwrck mail & US postals]

— hankberthelot@yahoo.com
Jim Blandford [#210 covers; early Detroit PH] — jblandf526@aol.com
John Boal [California only]—calpl8z@boal.net
Tim Boardman [Washington PH, photos, books & maps] - simcoe@dsl-only.net
Joe Bock [US Airmail 1935-1950 & Arizona town cancels; U.S. WWII]

— jandrhobbies@commspeed.net
John Bloor [World early airmail; air & airmail-related Cinderellas France,

Canada, U.N.] — aerophil59@yahoo.com
Eppe Bosch [WA: Stevens, Pend Oreille, Whitman Co.s; WI: Portage,

Waupaca, Wood Co.s] — bonep@qwest.net
Mathew J. Bowyer [see website] — matbowyer@matbowyerbooks.com
James Boyden [WWI military, WW censored] — jimesmc@worldnet.att.net
Frank Braithwaite [1902 issue, M.O.B., N.Y., “V” & “X” rate markings,

B. Harrison on cvr-Sc#308, 622,694,1045—fbraith@optonline.net
Bruce Branson [CA counties: Inyo, Morro, Alpine, Mariposa, Siskiyou)

— bjbranson@lonepinetv.com
Deane Briggs, MD [Florida Postal History]  — drb@gte.net
Roger S. Brody [Series 1902, Prominent Americans]

— rsbco@optonline.net
Daniel Broulette [NY, India, Vietnam, CapeGoodHope]—danbro@wdemail.com
Brown, Chip [WV ph; 1903 uses of 1902 definitives on cover]

— grahamb@alltel.net
Brown, Edward [parcel posts & plate blocks]— browntreesnakes@gmail.com
Evert Bruckner [MT: Phillips, Blaine, & Valley Co’s] —ebruckner@earthlink.net
Kenneth Burden [Washington & CA DPOs]— burden@localaccess.com
Maurice Bursey [#215 covers, Confd NC & Union occupied NC covers.

— mauricebursey@aol.com
Raymond Buse [Cincinnati & Clermont Co., OH p.h.] — stampPat@aol.com
James W. Busse [CA: San Diego Co. p.h.] — Jimb1997@aol.com
Arden Callender [U.S. banknote issues] — callenderardy@sbcglobal.net

Carl Cammarata [AK, IN, RPO, Civil War, Special Delivery]
— carlcammarata@earthlink.net

Joseph Campagna [MT, Greece, Italy, Vatican, Turkey p.history]
—       campagnakphth@msn.com

Rocco Caponi [OH:Akron, Summit Co, 2c Circular Die postal history
(U429) — rcaponi@neo.rr.com

Gary Carlson [machine cancels] — gcarlson@columbus.rr.com
Dave Carney [Wisconsin postal history] — dcarney1@new.rr.com
Alan Cartwright [Postal Cards—used abroad, with RFD cancels, or w/ Street

Car cancels] — c4rto@btinternet.com
Victor Case [SE & Central OR] — vjc@uci.net
Glenda & John Cheramy [Dealers; Canada] — gcheramy@shaw.ca
Larry Cherns [Pre-1954 covers and p.cards containing interesting letters &

messages, respectively, mostly in English] — katchke@hotmail.com
Robert Chipkin [3c 1851 issue on CT covers] — rchipkin@comcast.net
Robert Chisholm — [Dealer: postal history] — chizz5@aol.com
Bob Chow [Colorado] — bob.chow@fmr.com
G.A. Clapp [correspondence, US postal history] — g.clapp@cox.net
Douglas Clark [Railway Mail] —dnc@alpha.math.uga.edu
Tom Clarke [Philadelphia] — ocl-tom@ix.netcom.com
Walter S. Clarke [Interesting on-cover cancellations on Scott # 10 & 11]

— worldata@mindspring.com
Louis Cohen [Kentucky postal history] — cohenstamps32@aol.com
Norman Cohen [US #210 on cover] — norman@adventuregraphics.com
Giles Cokelet [Montana postal history, Greenland]

— giles_c@coe.montana.edu
William G. Coleman, Jr. [Mississippi postal history: DPO emphasis]

— jearnest@netdoor.com
David C. Collyer [General US, Texas, USS Texas]

— cozumel_90@hotmail.com
Robert W. Collins [Korean War & “Collins” pms]— ohiorwc@aol.com
David M. Coogle [Dealer, Postal History, Nutmeg Stamp Sales]

— david@nutmegstamp.com
Vince Costello [US fancy cancels, postal history, auxiliary marks]

— vinman2119@aol.com
Joe H. Crosby [Oklahoma & Indian Territory; U.S. Despatch Agent covers,

19th c fancy cancels, college cancels] — joecrosby@cox.net
W.H. “Tom” Crosby — tcrosby@wans.net
E. Rod Crossley [West coast military, Spruce Production Division, Ventura

county CA & CA RPO] — rcrossley@worldnet.att.net
Russell Crow [Virginia PH, esp stampless also pre-1900 school covers]

—cornwall2@adelphia.net
Tony L. Crumbley [Dealer; collects NC & Confederate]

— tcrumbley2@bellsouth.net
Roger D. Curran  [US 19th C cancels] — rcurran@dejazzd.com
Richard Curtin [CA covers & CA express] — curtinr@sbcglobal.net
Matt Dakin [Mississippi Postal History] — patdakin@mindspring.com
Mike Dattolico [La Posta Associate Editor] —  mmdattol@aol.com
Joseph M. Del Grosso — diandme2@gbis.com
James L. Diamond [Spanish American war; US possessions]

— jdia407@aol.com
James P. Doolin [19th c postal history “Columbus” named towns

— jamesdoolin@worldnet.att.net
Doubleday, Elwyn [Dealer; collecgts NH & NY & #210’s on NY & Maine]

—elwyn@elwyndoubleday.com
George B. Dresser [Texas:Brazos, Grimes, Wash Co’s] — g-dresser@cox.net
Lee Drickamer — lee.drickamer@nau.edu
Francis Dunn [19th Century Montana] — francis@dunn386.fsnet.co.uk
Geoffrey Dutton [2d Bureau postal history] — geoff@neddog.com.;

Website: http://neddog.com/stamps
Don East [fancy cancels on officials & CA: Mendocino & Humbolt Co]

— doneast@mcn.org
Loring Ebersole [Ohio postal history, WWII APOs, Rt 66 postcards]

— loringebersole@comcast.net
Fern Eckersley [OR postal history] eckers@prinetime.net
Leonard M. Eddy [OK & Arkansas p.h.]—leonardeddy@sbcglobal.net
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Hall-Patton, Mark [CA: Orange Co; Bridge-related p.o.s]
—hallpatt@unlv.nevada.edu

Larry Haller [Handstamped Flag cancels] — LJHaller@aol.com
Ken Hamlin [Montana postal history, photographs, pcs & ephemera]

— knphamlin@bresnan.net
Scott Hansen [Aden censored mail, US Navy WWII, US Military stations in the

Philippines]  — scott.hansen@teradyne.com
Gregory Hanson [Civil War, unusual postmarks] —webberliz@aol.com
John T. Hardy, Jr. [US postal cards (pre-1910) flyspecks; Philippines]

— john_hardy@msn.com
Richard A. Hargarten [signed airmail & air race covers 1910-1940]

— rahargarten@yahoo.com
Ron Harmon [Florida PH] — rrhrm@hotmail.com
Labron Harris [Dealer, postal history; collects First Bureaus]

— labronharr@aol.com
Wayne Hassell [Dealer; collects US Marines, Wisconsin & Michigan]

— junostamps@aol.com
Robert Hegland [US Classic issues; pre-UPU Transatlantic]

—hegland-R@starpower.nete
Karl Hellmann [US covers, Doanes, postcards.].— karllectibles@aol.com
Robert Henak [IA, WI] — henak@execp.com; www.henak.net
Steve Henderson [military postal history] — vshenderson@aol.com
Gary Hendren [Missouri PH] — g2hslm@msn.com
Henry Higgins [Florida; TN] — henry@xtn.net
Jack Hilbing [Illinois stampless; machine cancels] —jack@hilbing.net
Robert Hill, Jr. [Virginia postal history] — bobhill@shentel.net
Terence Hines [Hanover, NH & #E12-21 on cover] — terencehines@aol.com
Todd Hirn [PO Seals of Peru, Japan, & the Middle East; Volusia Co. FL]

thirn@poseal.com & http://www.poseal.com
Tim Holmes [machine cancels] — timhol@hotmail.com
Brad Horton [U.S. Postals & philatelic literature] — kchorton@houston.rr.com
John Hotchner [20th c aux, Xmas seals tied; Spec deliv; wreck&crash mail;

some FDCs]—jmhstamp@ix.netcom.com
B. Clyde Hutchinson [US 1861 issue; CA postal history]— bch@llcllp.com
Elliott Idoff [County & Postmaster pms – West, South, Fancy Killers, post-

master initials etc. clear strikes only — postalhistory184@aol.com
Stan Jameson [dealer] — empire65@tampabay.rr.com
Jerome Jarnick — jarnick@wowway.com
Stefan T. Jaronski [Ithaca NY; northeastern Montana; Confed. States military

mail] — bug@midrivers.com
Cary E. Johnson [Michigan p.h.; Railway, Waterway & Streetcars]

— cejohn@umich.edu
Gerald Johnson [3c 1851; auxiliary markings] — johnson66@charter.net
William H. Johnson [Florida p.history] — whjdds@aol.com
Charles A. Jones [CO & Prexy postal history] — cgjones3614@bresnan.net
Robert D. Jones [Nebraska postal history, esp. DPOs]

— robwanjones@charter.net
Rodney Juell [Series of 1922] — rajuell@lycos.com
Barton D. Kamp [Massachusetts postal history] — bartdk@verizon.net
Gordon Katz [Maryland & DE postal history, postal history on postcards]

— g.e.katz@att.net
Robert Keatts [Walla Walla Co., WA p.h.] —  lkeatts@msn.com
Dick Keiser [Dealer-military/censored covers, revenues] — dickkeiser.com
Rodney Kelley [Arkanas, esp Conway & Pope counties]— rkel@swbell.net
Curtis R. Kimes [US naval postal history] — pmarche@jps.net
John L. Kimbrough [Confederate states] — jlkcsa@aol.com
Kelvin Kindahl [New England p.h.; postmarks] — Kelvin01027@charter.net
Bob Kittredge [US Airmail postal stationary, UC1 & UC16]

— caljenkitt@aol.com
Lucien Klein [Prexies, OR: Marion & Grant Co] — lusal@msn.com
Ron Klimley [FL WWII & FL machine cnls] — rklimley@tampabay.rr.com
Eric Knapp [Alaska postal history] — eknapp@gci.net
Daniel M. Knowles [NY: Suffolk Co, Long Island; 3c 1861-auxiliary markings]

— dknowles@med.cornell.edu
Kent Kobersteen [US Scott CII, unusual commercial usages, unusual off-cover

stamps] — kobersteen@gmail.com

David Eeles [p.h. of the 1954 Liberty series, experimental mechanization]
— alahram@sbcglobal.net

Tom Edison [Non-European postal history] — tomedisonppcs@cs.com
Ralph Edson [New England 20th C – every cancel from every P.O. (1900-2000

EKU & LKU) — edsonrj@sbcglobal.net
L. Steve Edmondson [Tennessee] — tenac@hctc.com
Craig Eggleston [Philippines, US Possessions] — cae@airmail.net
Fred Ekenstam [TX POW camps, Co/PM j US newspaper wrappers]

— cfekenstam@juno.com
Mike Ellingson [North Dakota Territory; machines]

— mikeellingson@comcast.net
David Ellis [MI postal history] — dellis7109@peoplepc.com
Norman Elrod [U.S. Scott 941 on cover; TN ph; WWII military cancels in

Tennessee] — nelrod@InfoAve.Net
Empire State Postal History Society — http:/www.esphs.org
Dave Ennist [Prexie postal history] — DLE1@comcast.net
Darrell Ertzberger [NC, VA, RPO, RFD] — mteton@aol.com
Paul Eslinger [MT, Dakota, WY Territory & Grant Co, ND]

— elkaholic@natisp.com
Glenn Estus [New York] — gestus@westelcom.com
James Faber [WY, NW OH, Hancock Co, ME, No. WI] — faber@bluemarble.net
John Farkas [US Possessions] — jonfark@cs.com
Wayne Farley [West Virginia P. H.] — cwfarley@aol.com
Richard Farquhar  [seapost, RPO, Span-Am War, 1898]

— farqrich@bellsouth.net
Dan Fellows [WI, WWI, perfs, Scotland, Knights of Columbus,Sc.210 Canal

Zone Military PH] — drfellows@charter.net
Norm Ferguson [Navy covers –NS Savannah] — normjanstjoe@prodigy.net
Ronald W. Finger [US Navy CV’s, WWI & WWII APOs & Feldpost]

— roncva43@aol.com
Louis Fiset [Prexies, WWII civilian internment]—fiset@u.washington.edu
Ed Fisher [MI; 4th Bureau: ½c-Hale, 1 ½c Harding, ½c postage due]

— efisherco@earthlink.net
Ken Flagg [Used postal stationery: US, CZ, PI; WWII APOs, Postwar APOs]

— ken0737@earthlink.net
Jane King Fohn [TX WWI air branches; Medina Co, TX; US#1043 (9c Alamo)]

 — janekfohn@sbcglobal.net
Jim Forte [Dealer] — jimforte@postalhistory.com &

Website http://postalhistory.com
Nancy Foutz [Dealer; collects NYS postcards, Vietnam pcs 1960s & 70s]

— nfoutz@earthlink.net
Myron Fox [WWI/WWII U.S. & German military & censored mail; postwar

occupations] — MyronFox1@aol.com
Gene Fricks [Literature, TN & NJ PH] — genefricks@comcast.net
Bob Friedman [Dealer-worldwide p.h.]— covercnr@comcast.net
Don Garrett [Mississippi] — Donompix@aol.com
Douglas Gary [Dealer] — doug_gary@hotmail.com
Bob Gaudian [Connecticut Postal History] — rgstamper @aol.com
John J. Germann [Texas DPOs & postal history]  — jghist@houston.rr.com
Glen A. Gerner [Cumberland, MD] — rrdesignlvs@yahoo.com
Ray Getsug [Minnesota postal history, literature] —rayg669563@aol.com
Don Glickstein [postal cards used in Alaska] — dglicks1@earthlink.net
Peter Glover [Pre-Pearl Harbor WWII related] —pgorcassidy@earthlink.net
Michael Goldstein [RPOs, streetcars, WA,D.C. pms] — caped@starpower.net
Justin Gordon [CT postal history, PNC’s on cover]— justyod@aol.com
Max Gors [Dakota Territory & Tripp Co.] — maxagors@aol.com
John Grabowski [1902 Series, 1938 Prexies, 1940 Famous Am’s, 1941 Def.

issue, 1944 8c Transp, 1980s-90s Transp Coils]—minnjohn@alum.mit.edu
Ken Grant [Wisconsin postal history] — kenneth.grant@uwc.edu
Maurice Grossman — mbgrossma@att.net
John Grosse [Texas] — johngrosse@compuserve.com
Ted Gruber [Nevada] — TedGruber@aol.com
E. J. Guerrant [Unusual US Stamp Usages]—ejguerrant@prodigy.net
Arthur Hadley [Indiana, flag cancels] — ahadley1@comcast.net
Raymond Hadley [postal cards, Wesson; Connecticut]— ray-suzann@gci.net
John Hale — jwh60@chartertn.net
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Peter Martin — pmartin2020@aol.com
Richard Martorelli [Military, Postage Due] — martorel@pobox.upenn.edu
Richard Matta [MD:Montgomery Cty & PA: McKesesport] — rkm@groom.com
Bernard Mayer [Oklahoma] — Bernie@m47303.com
Thomas C. Mazza — tmazza@dbllp.coms
Robert McAlpine — rmcalpine63@comcast.net
Larry McBride [U.S. town & DPO cancels] — lgmcbride@yahoo.com
W.T. McGreer [Dealer. Western covers to 1920] — outwest13@aol.com
David McCord [Doanes, Type E 4-Bars + AK,WA,WY,NV,OR covers]

—damac52@comcast.net
R.J. McEwen [Eastern Oregon] — rjmcewen@aol.com
Chuck & Jan McFarlane [Ausdenmoore-McFarlane Stamps]

— mcmichigan@charter.net
Bob McKain [Pittsburgh, Alaska Hiway & AK APOs]— 57-vette@adelphia.net
Michael E. Mead [Britannia Enterprises – dealer]— meadbritannia@aol.com
Jim Mehrer — [Dealer. Collects expo’s, Navy ships]—mehrer@postal-

history.com  & website http://www.postal-history.com
Steve Merchant [Stampless letters] — smerchant@adelphia.net
Doug Merenda [Columbians on cover, Columbian Expo]

— ddm_50@yahoo.com
Charlie Merrill [US postal history] — cwm04@sbcglobal.net
Robert G. Metcalf [“Coal” on cover] — jax@mum.net
Mark Metkin [Idaho postal history] — metkin@mindspring.com

website: http://www.mindspring.com/~metkin/idahoindex.html
Jewell Meyer [Arizona - CA] — jlmeyer_2000@yahoo.com
James W. Milgram [Civil War, U.S. Stampless, Pictorial stationery]

— j-milgram@northwestern.edu
Corbin Miller [Idaho P.h., photo postcards] — clm@lastphase.com
Minneman, Lynn [Portland, Oregon area] — lminnema@msn.com
Harvey Mirsky [US 1847 issue] — HarveyMirsky@aol.com
John Moore [US Exposition/World’s Fair postal history]

— anne.moore@comcast.net
Steve Morehead [Colorado postal history] — steveasc@ix.netcom.com
Alan Moser [Iowa postal history] — amoser1537@comcast.net
Darren Mueller [WI-Fond du Lac Co p.history]—darren.mueller@juno.com
Roberta Muelling [Looney tunes, animation, women, WI] — mrspeel@alltel.net
John G. Mullen [WA; flags; Ntl Air Mail Week; Snohomish,Skagit, Island

County] —longjohn.wa007@netzero.com
Neill D. Mullen [WA:Whatcom Co; Wash State Admission Day (Nov 11)

covers from 1889 to present] — nmullen12@comcast.net
Jim Myerson [US Navy & pioneer airmail,WA-Franklin]— jpm_ww@yahoo.com
Larry Neal [Holmes & Coshocton Counties, Ohio]—larryln@valkyrie.net
Burnham Neill [FL-Miami/Dade DPOs on PPCs; some MS, MO]

— mbneill@bellsouth.net
Bruce Nelson [Illus. pioneer postcards (1870-1898): govt postals & private

—landmarkpc@aol.com
Howard Ness — hbness@hotmail.com
Ray Newburn  [CO pre-wwII Pan Am Pacific Div; 4th & 5thBureaus (all rates]

— newburn@mindspring.com
Robert Nichols [Pony Express cancelled stamps, CA counties: San Diego, San

Bernardino, Orange, Alpine, Inyo, & Mono]dinic@earthlink.net
Dan Nieuwlandt [S. California,WWII, Belgian Congo]

—nieuwlandt33@msn.com
Bill Nix [OR & WA DPOs; Skamania Co., WA] — wanix@gorge.net
Jim Noll — [computer postage] jenca@pacbell.net
Joe Odziana — drjoeo@earthlink.net
Larry Oliver [Advertising covers, medical-related]—oliver.lawrence@mayo.edu
Douglas Olson [E.S.Curtis postcards, Ballard, WA, Perry

(anniversary)machine cancels] — gettyandole@msn.com
Robert Omberg [Idaho p.h.] — hsbebay@aol.com
Kevin O’Reilly [NWT, Yukon & Labrador; US APOs in Canada]

— kor@theedge.ca
Cathleen Osborne [Bells: Town names, advertising, pictorial]

— rickcath@olypen.com
Steve Pacetti [1861 1c, Hawaii, Prexies, CO postal history]

— sbp57@comcast.net

William Kolodrubetz [classic US post office seals]—djp_wjk@verizon.net
Konigsberg, Paul [Museum of Postal History, NYC]

— pkonigsb@email.usps.gov
Van Koppersmith [Alabama & Mississippi p.h.] — cleave3@aol.com
Jim Kotanchik [Franklin Co., MA & PO Seals] — jimkot@verizon.net
George Kramer [U.S. west; western Europe, telegraph]— gjkk@optonline.net
Ken Kreager [CO postal history; series 1851-1857 3c + 1c +10c, Columbian &

Pan Am Covers, German states]— stampman@buffalopeak.com
Jon E. Krupnick [Pacific Flights 1936-46 & US Pacific Possessions]

— jonpac@aol.com
George Kubal [Dealer] — geokubal@aol.com
Alfred Kugel [20th Cent. Military Mail, US Possessions & Offices Abroad]

— afkugel@hotmail.com
Rick Kunz [RPO, AGT, RR postmarks] — rkunz@eskimo.com (see also Mobile

Post Office Society)
William O. Kvale [MN p.h.: Territorial, Civil War patriotics, early Statehood

— flo3wil@aol.com
Charles LaBlonde [WWII mail to & from Switzerland & Red Cross]

— clablonde@aol.com
Walter LaForce [US Doanes & NY RFD & Co/PM cancels].

—vlwl@rochester.rr.com
Gary Laing [VA:Shenendoah, Warren, Wythe Co] — laing@naxs.com
Dick Laird [U.S. Doanes and Indiana Postal History] — d.laird@insightbb.com
Lawrence Laliberte [Poughkeepsie, NY p.h.; Transport Airs on cover]

— largin1@verizon.net
Eliot A. Landau — [U.S. Registry, U.S. w/ Lincoln Stamps]

— elandau@aol.com
Russell C. Lang [Nebraska] — LangWhiteOak@nntc.net
Robert M. Langer [Boston ad covers; Carroll County NH]

— rla4141975@aol.com
Peter B. Larson [Idaho & U.S. postal history] — plarson@wsu.edu
Ken Lawrence — [Crystal Palace World’s Fair, 1853 New York, First Issue

Nesbett Envelopes] — apsken@aol.com
Wes Leatherock — wleathus@yahoo.com
Robert Leberman [N.W. PA; British Honduras] — rcleberm@winbeam.com
Howard Lee [U.S. 4th Bureau Issue 6c, 7c, 8c,11c, 12c, 13c, 14c, 17c ]

— gimpo@adnc.com
James E. Lee [Literature Dealer. Collects McHenry Co, IL]

—jim@jameslee.com & website:  www.jameslee.com
Leslie W. Lee [WI p.history & WI Doanes] — leslee@itis.com
Ron Leith [USA banknote issues to foreign destinations]

— ronleith@uniserve.com
Ron Lessard — ronlessard@att.net
Gilbert Levere [used US Postal 1905-1925, machine cnls to 1925]

— TOBGJL@aol.com
Brian R. Levy [New Hampshire for Sale] — bellobl@aol.com
Matthew Liebson [Ohio PH; Licking Co., Doanes, stampless]

— paperhistory@mindspring.com
David C. Lingard [Florida-4 bars, Doanes, RPO, Adv. & most anything]

— david_lingard@hotmail.com
W. Edward Linn [OR: rural stations & branches; Ntl. Airmail Wk]

—linn@winfirst.com
James R. Littell [balloon, rocket, Zeppelin post]— zepplincat@wzrd.com
William Lizotte [VT postal history, esp Stampless, DPOS & Doanes]

— bill.lizotte@state.vt.us
Jerry Login [US UX6 postal cards] — jerl2004@msn.com
Nicholas Lombardi [US 2d Bureau issue + Registerd Mail]

— 8605@comcast.net
Bud Luckey [Siskiyou Co. CA; northern CA]—luckey@snowcrest.net
Len Lukens [Oregon p.h. & trans-Pacific airmail]— llukens@easystreet.com
David Lyman [World postmarks on covers or piece]

— postmark@sympatico.ca
Max Lynds [Aroostook Co., Maine p.h.] — max@pwless.net
Millard Mack — millardhmack@yahoo.com
Scott Mader [OR/CA] — maders@ohsu.edu
Larry Maddux [OR postal history; all over ad covers]— lmaddux@pacifier.com
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Robert Schultz [Missouri postal history]— schulhstry@aol.com
Joseph Sedivy [1909 cners-cover&card; RPO, Chi stcars]

—JNJSED717@aol.com
Larry R. Sell [postal history/banknotes,1861,1902’s] — larrysell@infoblvd.net
Mike Senta [Alaska postal history] — msenta@pobox.mtaonline.net
Norman Shachat [Phila. & Bucks Co. PH] — nshachat@msn.com
Edwin H. Shane [Philippines, WWII military PI, masonic, Computers]

— edmarshane@earthlink.net
Robert Shaub[PA:York Co; MD:BaltimoreCo— farmersdaughter@cyberia.com
Stephen L. Shaw [Flag Cancels]—sshaw_firstview@sbcglobal.net
Terry Shaw [Alaska; Early Airmail] — cgsarchxx@aol.com
Timothy M. Sheehan [NM Territorial postal history]— sheehantm@aol.com
Lawrence Sherman [WWII, HI Territorial Airmail, M.S. military mail]

— larrysherman@san.rr.com
David J. Simmons [Israel,Palestine,Gaza; U.S. Seaboard, Worcester MA]

— dsim465835@cs.com
Ed Siskin [U.S. Colonial, WWI, Free Franks] – jeananded@comcast.net
Phil Slocum [Dealer-worldwide covers] — sloc3261@bellsouth.net
Rich Small [Machine cancels, post offices] — rsmall003@comcast.net  &

http://hometown.aol.com/rsmall9293/mcfmain.htm
R. J. “Jack” Smalling [IA DPOs; baseball autogrs]

— jack@baseballaddresses.com
Chet Smith [US post offices; branches & stations] — cms@psu.edu
Jack M. Smith, Sr. [Texas DPOs; TX Doane Co-ordinator]— jandd@tstar.net
Thomas Smith [Mississippi postal history] — smiththomash@yahoo.com
Fred Smyithe — fredabet@paulbunyan.net
Gus Spector [PA ad covers & postal history] gspec56@aol.com
Jessie Spector [US postal history] — Jesse.Spector@verizon.net
Duane Spidle [CO & RPOs; 1907 & earlier precancels]

—dspidle@dspidle.cnc.net
Anita Sprankle [Northcentral PA DPOs] — lysprank@aol.com
Ken Srail [Dealer: 1893 Columbian Expo, http:www.srail.com]— ken@srail.com
Ken Stach [Dakota & Nebraska territories] — kstach@houston.rr.com
Kurt Stauffer — [WWII POW mail & military]— kastauffer@aol.com
Randy Stehle — RSTEHLE@ix.netcom.com
Rex H. “Jim” Stever [Republic of Texas] — rhstever@hotmail.com
Carl Stieg [Washington, D.C.] — carl_phil@webtv.net
Seymour B. Stiss (Chicago & IL postal history)—sbstiss@msn.com
Robert Stoldal [Nevada] - stoldal@cox.net
Greg Stone [19th C postal history, esp MI] — michcovers@ec.rr.com
David L. Straight [Pneumatic mail; St. Louis, USPO forms] — dls@wustl.edu
Howard P. Strohn [CA: Monterey & San Benito Co]

— howardpstrohn@mybluelight.com
Marc Stromberg [Blood’s Despatch, CA: Alameda, C.Costa co.s; Ships of

Pearl Harbor & Clipper Mail]—marcsellshomes@msn.com
Bob Summerell [General PH, postal stationery, early cinema/theatre deltiology]

— kusummer@aol.com
Summers, Ron [Philadelphia;ad covers w/ furnaces]

—summers1@mindspring.com
Greg Sutherland [Dealer: Freeman’s philatelic literature]

—gregfreecoax.net    http://www.gregfree.com
Robert Svoboda [Montana postal history]— SVOBODA7@aol.com
Bob Swanson [WWI p.h.] — rds@swansongrp.com &

www.swansongrp.com/posthist.html
John Swanson [postcards, general p.history] — jns@johnninaswanson.com
Bill Tatham [California] — wtatham@charter.net
Michael Taugher  [So Cal-LA, Ventura, San Diego counties; Scandanavia

Baltic) — mtaugher@aol.com
Lavar Taylor [German Colonies, Hong Kong, US mail to Germany; German

Seapost/Schiffspost] — ltaylor@taylorlaw.com
Stephen T. Taylor [Dealer: USA stamps & postal history]

— staylor995@aol.com & www.stephentaylor.co.uk
Gerry Tenney [Wash,Franklins & Prx, Westch &Ulster Co NY, C23’s com use;

Cancels on banknots off cover,— gtenney@earthlink.net

Dennis Pack [Sub-station postmarks; Utah ph, USCG] — packd@hbci.com
Ray Palmer [OR: Yamhill, Polk Counties] — rpalmer@onlinemac.com
Dr. Everett L. Parker [Pitcairn, Canada, Maine]— eparker@midmaine.com
Alan Parsons [US, UN, NY: Steuben, Schuyler & Chemung counties]

— alatholleyrd@aol.com
Norman Pence [OK & Indian Territory] — norpen@hotmail.com
Randy Pence [Yangtze River Patrol; WWI medical]— catclan@earthlink.net
Richard Pesot [ID, Mauritius, Tibet, U.S. 1869, Classic U.S.]

—rpesot@ajlewiscorp.com]
Paul E. Petosky [MI; US & Can p.o.s on pcs]  —paul_petosky@yahoo.com

Website: http://postmarks.grandmaraismichigan.com/
James C. Pierce [Dakota Territory; 1851-1861 3-c issue]

— jpqqwe@earthlink.net
Kenneth A. Pitt [Dealer. Collects LI NY, Dead Letter office to 1870, Pioneer

post cards] — pittj@erols.com
Hans Pohler [Ohio postal history, Germany, military] — hpohler@juno.com
Elwood Poore [DPOs, Auxiliary Markings] — woody-poore@msn.com
Stephen Prigozy [Telegraph & electrical covers] — prigozys@aol.com
Robert Quintero [Detroit Mail Boat/Detroit River Sta 1895-Current]

— qover@comcast.net
Peter Rathwell [AZ pre-1890;1869 US or Can lg Queens]

—prathwell@swlaw.com
Robert D. Rawlins [naval covers] — rawlins@sonic.net
Mark Reasoner [Ohio] mreasone@columbus.rr.com
Norval L. Rasmusen [VA; Tunisia, Algeria]—nrasmu@digitalconnections.net
Frank Reischerl [US postal history] — frreischerl@snet.net
Thomas Richards [Movie star mail]— thomasr1@ohiodominican.edu
Martin Richardson [OH & IL ph, off sealed, Local posts]

— martinR362@aol.com
Thomas Richardson [North Carolina P.H., APOs] — stamps@northstate.net
Harold Richow [WWI & Civilian Conservation Corp covers]— harr@mchsi.com
Al Ring [Arizona postal history] — ringal@msn.com
Norm Ritchie [CO, UT, AZ & NM p.history + all US/Canada postmarks]

—  mnp123@comcast.net
Linda Roberts [UT: Park City PMs, PCs, stocks,Tokens,stereoviews, bottles,

etc] — robertsfamly@earthlink.net
William B. Robinson [Dealer; collects WI postal history]—wbrob@hotmail.com
Julius Rockwell [Alaska] — juliusro@alaska.net
Gilbert M. Roderick [Dealer. Downeast Stamps. Collects Straight line

stampless, cameo advertising, Maine p.h.] — destamps@acadia.net
James E. Rogers [VT machine canels, NH & ME flags]—J_Rogers@juno.com
Robert C. Roland [post cards, postal history, U.S.]

— robt.roland@sbcglobal.net
Romanelli, Paul [bkjacks on cvr; VT, ME p history]

— docroma2000@yahoo.com
Robert G. Rose [New Jersey p.h.] — rrose@pitneyhardin.com
Hal Ross [Kansas Territorials & postmarks] — halross@sbcglobal.net
Steven Roth [Inland Waterways, coastal ships, Prexie-era airmail]

— stevenroth@comcast.net
Art Rupert [Rural Branches & Stations, CPO] — aerupert@bentonrea.com
Roger Rydberg [Colorado postal history] — rrydberg5@comcast.net
Bill Sammis [US Express Company labels, stamps & covers]

— cds13@cornell.edu
William A. Sandrik [Dealer + collects Disinfected mail, Austrian Lloyd]

— sandrik42@verizon.net + www.ballstonphilatelics.com
A.J. Savakis [Ohio-machines] — mcsforum@earthlink.net
W. Michael Schaffer [UN postal history, forces mail] — unmike@msn.com
Allan Schefer [U.S. foreign mails 1861-1870; fancy cancels, 3c US 1861,

Bicycle ad cvrs & pcs, France 1871-75 ceres issue, prex]
—schef21n@netscape.net

Henry B. Scheuer .[U.S. FDCs, pre-1935] — hscheuer@jmsonline.com
*Steve Schmale [Dealer-Western states.Collects Plumas & Placer Co,

postcard & photo views any small US towns — outweststeve@hughes.net
Dennis W. Schmidt [US Off postal stationery/covers]

— officials2001@yahoo.com
Fred Schmitt  [Dealer] — fred@fredschmitt.com & http://www.fredschmitt.com Concluded on page 29
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by Tom Clarke

Most people of a certain age will remember
teen idol Ricky Nelson, real and TV son in
the 50s of bandleader and wife “Ozzie and

Harriet” Nelson. In the early 70s conservative Rick
tried to revive his career amidst the prevailing drugs
and anti-war sentiment. He penned the tune Garden
Party in 1972, following a Madison Square Garden
concert, in which he expressed his pique at those who
wanted aggressive lyrics and loud tunes, not a replay
of his youthful sweet melodies:

I went to a garden party, to reminisce with my old
friends,
A chance to share old memories and play our songs
again.
When I got to the garden party, they all knew my
name,
[but] No one recognized me, I didn’t look the same.

But it’s all right now, I learned my lesson well.
You see, ya can’t please everyone, So ya got to please
yourself....

Played them all the old songs, thought that’s why
they came,
No one heard the music, we didn’t look the same.
I said ‘hello’ to Mary Lou, she belongs to me;[but]
When I sang a song about a honky-tonk, it was time
to leave....

This garden party took place during the 60s-70s youth
revolt days when traditional values were on trial. In
less strident days—those of the previous 200 plus
years— individuals pursued their interests and dreams
without cat calls. The gardens mentioned here are the
flowery and edible type, and are surely music to the
ears and noses of millions who still derive immense
pleasure from viewing and tending and harvesting
them.

Beginnings
Gardening in an ancient art; some cave fellow or lady
realized that plants reproduce themselves, and if done
nearby the cave entrance, gathering food would be
much easier. Then there were the Hanging Gardens
of Babylon, formal show and much less nutritious,
followed by medieval trysting gardens, complete, they
say, with unicorns.

The Seedmen of PhiladelphiaThe Seedmen of PhiladelphiaThe Seedmen of PhiladelphiaThe Seedmen of PhiladelphiaThe Seedmen of Philadelphia

Figure 1 Fordhook Farms was the testing farm for Burpee Seed Company. This 1896 cover with one of
Philadelphia’s Barry cancel shows the farm and the farmhouse (now a Ben and Breakfast) where significant
horticultural breakthroughs changed our eating habits.  The same for the many other seedmen mentioned here.

Copyright reserved by Tom Clarke 2007
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lantic. New Americans came to eat their gar-
dens, not merely stroll them, and when ne-
cessity gave way to the everyday, they very
much enjoyed and honored garden colors
and fragrance. Once bellies were regularly
full, colonists began to cultivate crops for
trade.

Imported Seeds
Our forefathers, free and slave, supplied
their needs and wants by planting gardens
with vegetable seeds they carried with or
were given, which they hoped would grow
in the new climate. To wash things down,
they were glad for native grapes (as were
the Viking explorers 600 years before when

In 1822, the enterprising Englishman John Claudius
Loudon revolutionized garden knowledge when he
wrote the world’s first comprehensive history of gar-
dening, garden design and their designers. It is avail-
able still on the Internet for all those interested.

Early moden European (and Japanese) gardens were
for show and contemplative, quiet walks, and if Hol-
lywood is right, places for evening liaisons á deux or
three or four, for conspiring behind hedges, and over-
all demonstrating one’s wealth if not intelligence while
underscoring one’s (presumed) gentility. Such gardens
were crafted as an extension of a great home’s archi-
tecture, like sculpture and painting: an art form.

American Gardens
Native Americans were farmer-gardeners, especially
those of the Eastern Woodlands, but across the entire
continent too. Indians amplified with the deepest re-
spect and reverence the notion that the Grandfather’s
and Grandmother’s gifts to their children must be
cared for and preserved.

But Immigrant America was a different story. Though
the corporate aristocrats of our society in the late 19th

century will eventually mimic the grandees of Eu-
rope with their version of ‘castles’ and vast associ-
ated gardens, the gardens we speak of here are met on
the hands and knees of ordinary folk who have come
from many places.

The American garden follows our cultural heritage
and our impact on the world: practical and functional.
Immigrants needed to eat to live. They had to learn
from scratch what would grow on this side of the At-

Figure 2 The “artist at work” in the testing fields seems to be old
Henry Dreer himself (or son William F), pollinating this or that.  This
postal ad card is dated 1910.

Figure 3 Burpee and other seedmen’s catalogs are
classics of rich color.  Here almost blood red tomatoes,
the “Matchless”, yellow “Sunshine Pole Beans”, and
“Red Etna Peppers” (they feel like lava in your
mouth??) adorn a pre-photo seed catalog.  Burpee lead
the way with photo lithography in the early 1890s.
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Gardening Grows
The incredible victory at New Orleans in January
1815, when Andrew Jackson crushed the British regu-
lars and the War of 1812 was over. Trade could re-
sume and America looked westward, and it looked
inward, to improving itself economically with a leap
in transport accessibility: new canals, new roads, new
bridges. They called it the American System. Good
enough reason for a heightened spirit of agriculture
in general and gardening and seed production in par-

they dubbed the Labrador region ‘Vinland’). The new-
comers also brought flower seeds to remind them of
the sight and smell of the Old Country.

There were European aristocratic style gardens like
Governor Endicott’s garden in Salem MA, Governor
Winthrop’s garden in Plymouth MA, and those in
Charleston SC which dated to 1682. However, until
Revolutionary times most gardens were the basic ‘cot-
tage gardens’ of the common man. Cabbage, beans,
and corn were grown for food, and aromatic holly-
hocks, rosemary, penny royal, coriander and sweet-
brier were cultivated about the windows and in the
front yard  –-remember that bathing as a weekly or
daily standard only evolved in the mid-1800’s.

George Washington owned a book by Batty Langley,
probably the New Principles of Gardening, 1728,
which also captivated and inspired Thomas
Jefferson’s garden at Monticello. Despite the influ-
ence of the elegant and formal European architec-
tural garden, Jefferson preferred growing fruits and
flowers the informal (but not to say unplanned)
American way.

 America’s First Seedmen
Beginning with Philadelphia’s John Bartram (1699-
1777), who traveled widely in the Colonies collect-
ing plant specimens and writing about them, certain
men took keen interest in vegetables, trees, and flow-
ers, and their seeds. Bartram established America’s
first botanical gardens. He is the ‘Father of Ameri-
can Botany’ and he impressed George III enough that
he was made Botanist Royal.

Independence invigorated American agricultural and
gardening attitudes that further set it apart from the
European. America’s ‘seedmen’ played no small part
in this. Eventually great farm machinery would be
invented to tame the mid-west and Great Plains farms,
particularly ‘the plow that broke the Plains’, i.e., the
steel tipped plow. Many additional agricultural in-
ventions will turn America into the world’s bread-
basket.

In the early Republic, there was no time for ‘garden
parties’. America was on the move. Except for the
Bartrams and their coterie of like minded intellectu-
als, Americans made do the best they could with tra-
ditional seed stocks passed down in families and
around the communities. But America was about to
blossom.

Figure 4 The US Government encouraged agricultural
Best of Show gatherings.  Robert Buist is mentioned as one
of many ‘vice presidents’, in charge of animal and
vegetable categories (NO roses!). Flower categories would
have to await another day.  The cancel is a Bridesburg PA
(Philadelphia locale) on a Scott 7.  Were these catalogs
unloaded from the DC train at Philadelphia and entered
immediately into the mails?
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commercial seed company in America, first in
Montreal in 1780, then after the Revolution moved to
Philadelphia in 1784.

The company began growing flowering shrubs and
hothouse exotics in their nursery and greenhouses and
propagated seeds given them by Lewis and Clark in
the early 1800’s. Native plants now entered into com-
mercial trade. The Landreths introduced to Americans
the Mexican Zinnia in 1798, the first white potato in
1811, and the garden tomato in 1820.

In 1852, they gave Commodore Perry thousands of
pounds of American vegetable seeds to take with him
on his expedition to Japan. When Perry returned to
the United States from Japan, he brought the first Japa-
nese shrubs and plants ever imported into this coun-
try to the Landreth Nurseries.

For three centuries five generations of the Landreth
family managed the seed company, their farms and
trial gardens. In 1942, the company was sold to
Supplee-Biddle Hardware Company of Philadelphia
(who hasn’t seen their corner cards?) and later to the
Robert Buist Seed Company.

Robert Buist
Cover collectors are doubtless aware of the remark-
ably attractive red rose advertising envelopes (see the
cover) of the Buist seed firm of Philadelphia. The
company was founded in 1828, still exists, and has a
site on the Internet. But why the red rose?

Robert Buist emigrated from Scotland to Philadelphia.
He arrived in 1828 after training at the Edinburgh

Botanic Gardens. David Landreth em-
ployed him after which he went to work
for Henry Pratt who owned Lemon
Hill, one of the finest gardens in the
U.S. at that time. He went into florist
business partnership with Thomas
Hibbert in 1830, where they imported
rare plants and flowers, especially
roses. With Hibbert’s death, Buist be-
gan a seed, nursery, and greenhouse
business called Robert Buist Company.
Buist was known for his roses and ver-
bena and he introduced the poinsettia
into the United States. He is known for
The Rose Manual, 1844, the first book
dedicated to that flower, which went
through many printings.

ticular to expand also. (Who among us has a letter
from the 1815-20 War Rate and following period that
discusses purchasing new seeds or gardens?)

The Pennsylvania Horticultural Society was organized
in 1827. They sponsored the Philadelphia Flower
Show, first held in 1829. It was the key flower show
in the country. Twenty-five Society members showed
off their finds including exotic and native plants like
magnolias, peonies from China, an India rubber tree,
the Coffee Tree of Arabia, sugar cane from the West
Indies, and Christmas’s favorite from Mexico, the
poinsettia.

John Claudius Loudon’s 1822 Encyclopaedia of Gar-
dening described American gardens thus:

Every cottage in America has land attached, partly
cultivated as a garden, and partly as a farm. The first
operation of a settler is to construct his log house;
the second, to clear a space by felling trees for a gar-
den ; and the third, to surround it by a [split rail]
fence. . . . of the gardens of farmers or small propri-
etors. . . they are universally of the most slovenly
description, and full of weeds; nevertheless they are
prolific in ordinary vegetables, cucumbers, melons,
and orchard fruits. Near the barn, and sometimes in
the orchards, is the burying ground of the family,
marked by a few gravestones.

David Landreth
D. Landreth Seeds is the oldest seed house in the US,
established in Philadelphia in 1784. David Landreth
was born in England in 1752 and established the first

Figure 5  A Landreth cover sporting a lightly imprinted, rare, no-outer-
circle American machine cancel of (no date) 1890.  It mentions itself as
the oldest seed house in America (Founded 1794), sent to South
Norridgewock, ME (Jul 21?).
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Americans learned of the Poinsettia when Joel Rob-
erts Poinsett who was the first United States Ambassa-
dor to Mexico found the plant growing next to a road.
Poinsett was an avid amateur botanist. He took cut-
tings of the plant and rooted them in his South Caro-
lina greenhouse. He then shared some of these cut-
tings with William Bartram and Robert Buist. Bartram’s
Nursery is credited with being the first place in the
United States to sell Euphorbia Pulcherrima, but Rob-
ert Buist deserves the credit for renaming the plant the
poinsettia and for popularizing it throughout America.
The Buist Seed Company became the most successful
seed house in America during the 1840’s and 1850’s
largely because of the poinsettia.

Shown at the top of the next page is an interesting cover
of the Buist firm during this period of supremacy, a
dateless, but datable (as determined by cancel evidence)
advertising envelope of April 16, 1849. It shows a
wonderful text ad, and required a wafer seal it. Written
after Buist had authored his popular books, it proclaims

Figure 6  Robert Buist’s Rose Manual  was the first
dedicated book about roses and went through many
printings. It helped spur great interest in the plant, and
its many future renderings by rose fanciers

Figure 7A Buist’s roses (their
trade mark) covers are well
known.  This 1902 special
delivery example meant someone
was all-mighty fired up about
growing something.  The famed
rose was printed in dark blue
only, but by 1909 (top right) is
now in shocking red and dark
green.  They were still in red and
green as late as the 1950s (see
the front cover).

Figure 7B (1909 rose cover portion)
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After the Civil War, it
claims as its thesis that
America reached its peak
of democratic initiative by
having the controlling en-
trepreneurs of our
economy throw off the
hard fought ‘shackles’ to
became the very thing
they had rebelled against
in 1776: a privileged class,
known widely for their
unscrupulous monopolies,
denigration of workers,
but also their ‘castles’ and
expansive, formal, aristo-
cratic gardens!

Old gardens, like old houses, tell a story. Gardens cre-
ated in the United States during the first half of the
nineteenth century exhibited influences of past suc-
cesses, concurrent innovations, and the social move-
ments of the new republic. In the early 1800s, Ameri-
can nurserymen published practical gardening manu-
als that contributed significantly to the development
of distinctively American gardens, first through sug-
gesting choice, planting, and care of specimens, and
later through careful design.

Inspired by the ideals of the new republic, these hor-
ticultural professionals approached gardening demo-
cratically. They promoted the involvement of indi-
viduals of all social classes in creating and maintain-

that Nurseryman and Seedsman Buist has for sale fruit
and shade trees, grape vines and (of course) roses,
plus farm implements—all guaranteed.

The company still lives and has a website. The famil-
iar rose advertising envelopes were printed in deep
blue in the 1900’s, then  the numbing red rose in full
color from about 1910 to at least mid century.

Irony in the Garden
Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Gardening tells the
story of democracy and the American garden, begin-
ning with the American System spirit. That spirit and
drive continued through the 1840s movement of
‘Manifest Destiny’, claim all land to the Pacific.

Figure 8 A wonderfully early illustrated cover (see La Posta’s cover) is this 1849
example, described in the text.

Figure 9 A Paschall Morris
illustrated cover, a
wholesaler in varieties of
farm and garden equipment
so necessary for the post-
Civil War westward
expansion to come.  This
excellent cover, dated Jun 9,
1859, shows the
characteristic large octagon
Philly cancel. Note that
flower seeds are mentioned
along with the field (lawn)
and garden types.
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Was America’s garden democracy at an
end?  Never. Then sprang up a new genera-
tion of entrepreneurs whose goal was the
furtherance of varieties and the mass ap-
peal of seed culture: small packets of a
dozen or two seeds for 5 to 15 cents with
the guarantee that most WILL germinate
and produce gorgeous flowers, fruit, or veg-
etables, right in your backyard garden.

And this, just as masses of immigrants were
wending their way to America’s shores, and
sooty industrialized cities (thanks to the
aforementioned robber baron giants) forced
many to find ways to escape to a new part
of the country, never really conceived be-
fore. Suburbs.

Trolleys and soon cars would take garden
loving citizens into cities for work 9 to 5,
then home again to the idyllic green lawns
springing up on the city’s fringes. And in
the dining room cupboard, the haul of the
day from the postman? —Maule’s or
Burpee’s or Dreer’s or Morris’ or Vick’s
seed packets, awaiting the weekend for
planting. Ah, the joys, the pleasures, the
relaxations born of modern life, ca 1900.

Thomas Meehan
One of these second generation seedman
giants was Thomas Meehan, born in Lon-
don to the head gardener on a large estate.
He was self-taught but wrote his first horti-
cultural paper when he was twelve. At fif-

teen he produced a hybrid fuchsia. He was a student at
Kew Gardens and came to America at 22. He was hired

ing their own gardens, or suggested alternate forms
of green spaces for those who possessed neither the
space nor the means to create their own
garden oases.

In early nineteenth century America,
before the professionalization of land-
scape designing in the young country,
nurserymen and seedsmen were among
the horticultural elite. In addition to
selling plants to the public, these men
helped to found organizations that pro-
moted horticulture in America. In cata-
logs, magazines, and garden manuals,
they offered suggestions for planting
and growing specimens and designing
their placement...

Figure 10 From the early days of “generation two” of America’s
seedmen/gardening phenomenon is this Collins-Anderson cover. It is
an importing, not a true seedmen, firm in the experimental and
creative sense. The cover bears a blue PHILAD’A, PA dial and
crossroads killer, with an enclosure dated July 25, 1869. Very nice that
Mr. Macomber of Providence held onto this for future generations.

Figure 11 A red print Meehans’ Monthly ad cover sent from Germantown
in 1899, perhaps addressed by the elderly botanist himself?
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by Robert Buist, Sr. in Philadelphia,
then became superintendent of
Bartram’s Gardens. He established
Meehan’s Nurseries in 1853 and late
in life. in 1891, he founded Meehan’s
Monthly.

His nursery grew to 150 acres in the
twentieth century and supplied plants
to gardens, orchards, and estates from
California to Europe for seven decades.
Meehan’s scholarly interest in botany
resulted in his appointment as editor
to The Gardner’s Monthly (1859-
1888), which continued in spirit as
Meehans’ Monthly (1891-1902); these
were two of the largest circulating hor-
ticultural magazines at the time. He
also wrote agricultural columns for
five newspapers.

William Henry Maule
W. H. Maule illustrated covers and catalogues and
magazine ads are plentiful, owing to the size of the
operation. Maule was born in Philadelphia, and took
over the operation of his father’s and uncle’s lumber
company.

He ventured into the seed business in 1877, originally
catering to market gardeners and farmers who sup-
plied local consumers with their fresh vegetables. With
the help of his son, the company grew into a promi-
nent mail-order business which lasted many decades.

 Figure 12 The Maule family was in business before seeds crossed anyone’s
mind. Here is the father and uncle’s 1864 cover advertising their lumber
company.  When this passes to son William, he will expand into seeds. The
cancel is Station A, “Western” Station, not to be confused with West
Philadelphia (Station B -west of the Schuylkill River); southwest
Philadelphia east of the river is the locale, noting the address 2500 South
Street, today a clogged maze of streets, people and vehicles.

Figure 13 A riot of color, yellows, reds, and pinks, was William Maules ad technique.
It worked well for his firm!
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Henry F Mitchell
Henry F Mitchell is known to the perfin collecting
community for his wide use of these stamp variet-
ies. The company survives in suburban King of
Prussia PA and continues to promote bulbs.

Unlike the larger Burpee firm, which decided to
sell massively to average individuals, the Mitchell
seed company chose the special niche market of
the more well to do. A look at their catalogues will
attest to this.

Figure 14  The backs of his letters promised “you
will sow no other” and suggests patrons form clubs of
happy Maule seed users!  This 1896 item is a self-
addressed return envelope sent registered mail, no
doubt a cash letter requesting more goods.

Figure 15 And inside the requested
package would be several or dozens of
these: seed packets invented not many
years before when the suburban flight
was beginning and people wanted to
surround themseves at last with pretty
and delicious. Not many of these have
survived !

Figure 16 The Mitchell seed
company also used perfins
widely to control pilferage
at work.  Their HF/M
referred to the founder and
wound its way all across the
country; this one dated
1916.
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ing to the trade in his bulbs catalog of 1865.
That catalog contained an illustration in six
colors. He wrote regularly for The Satur-
day Evening Post.

His son William F. Dreer carried on the
business in Philadelphia and Riverton, New
Jersey. The business was incorporated in
1892. He carried on the business of his fa-
ther and made numerous trips to foreign
countries to study growing methods and to
establish relationships with foreign seed
houses.  He had extensive private gardens
at his three residences in Rosemont, Penn-
sylvania, Santa Barbara, California, and
Woodstock, Vermont.

W. Atlee Burpee
No doubt every reader as a child planted
seeds from a Burpee seed envelope. The
Burpee seed company was founded by W.
Atlee Burpee in 1876 in Philadelphia. At
fourteen his hobby was breeding chickens,
geese and turkeys. He corresponded with
poultry experts worldwide and wrote schol-
arly articles in poultry journals. With a part-
ner in 1878, the 18 year old started a mail-
order chicken business in the family home
with $1,000 loaned to him by his mother.
He soon opened a store in Philadelphia sell-
ing not only poultry but also corn seed for
poultry feed.

A 1930s catalog from Mitchell is thick,
with a slick cover of a local mansion,
and is full of color pages like an elite
philatelic auction catalog today.
Burpee’s Seeds, the world’s largest at
one time, was content with newsprint
pages, very pretty covers and seed pack-
ets that ‘everyman’ could afford.

Henry A. Dreer
Henry Dreer was also born in Philadel-
phia. He was the son of a German im-
migrant cabinet maker and opened his
seed and florist store, Henry A. Dreer,
Inc., in 1838. Dreer saw a need for dem-
onstration and experiment farms. He
was a pioneer in introducing color print-

Figure 17 The Mitchell catalog was classy and aimed at the consumer
who could hire a gardener to do the dirty work. The high class
dwelling shown on this polished paper 1930 catalog probably still
exists in suburban Philadelphia.

Figure 18  Henry Dreer’s firm seems to have led the way with
experimentation and cross-pollinating for extra firmness, plumpness,
juiciness, etc. Here he claims reliability and choice products at his center
city warehouse. This September 1882 cover, note Tower’s(?) docketing,
was sent to Charlemagne Tower, lawyer, coal and land magnate and
eventual ambassador to foreign parts. What could he be planting?



  May 2007                                         19

Thousands of letters were received
annually from Burpee’s customers
thanking him for his seeds. Burpee
knew that the key to his business
was advertising and the catalog
was his advertising medium. In his
first year of business, his catalog
was 48 pages, but by 1915 his cata-
logs were 200 pages and he dis-
tributed a million catalogs.

He offered cash prizes for the best
ad ideas. The competition origi-
nated the slogan “Burpee Seeds
Grow” in 1890. The 1891 catalog
was the first to feature engravings
made from photographs, and by
1901 this process was done me-

chanically. Burpee’s move to photography changed
the whole home catalog industry and the hand-drawn
illustration in catalogs disappeared. At his death in
1915, the company employed 300 and was the larg-
est seed company in the world, distributing over a
million catalogs a year, which produced 10,000orders
a day.

Soon customers were requesting
cabbage, carrot, cauliflower and
cucumber seeds. In 1878,
Burpee dropped his partner and
founded W. Atlee Burpee &
Company, mainly for garden
seeds, but poultry wasn’t
dropped from the Burpee cata-
log until the 1940s. By 1888, the
family home, Fordhook Farms,
in Doylestown PA was estab-
lished as an experimental farm
to test and evaluate new variet-
ies of vegetables and flowers,
and to produce seeds: Fordhook
Lima Beans were a spectacu-
larly successful result. Another
was Iceberg Lettuce, introduced
in 1894 and named for its crisp-
ness.

In 1909, Burpee established
Floradale Farms in Lompoc,
California, to test sweet peas,
and Sunnybrook Farms near Swedesboro, New Jersey
to test tomatoes, eggplants, peppers and squashes.

USPO Help
The key to Burpee’s business was the 1863 free deliv-
ery system that required post offices to deliver mail to
residents’ homes. In 1896, free delivery was extended
to rural areas. This allowed his catalogs to be delivered
directly to people’s homes –just like Sears and Mont-
gomery Ward catalogs.

Figure 19 WAB - the company monogram on the back of a 1905 ad cover,
along with their slogan, “Burpee’s Seeds Grow.”

Figure 20 A nice, distinctive Burpee perfin of March 4, 1909, less than a year
after perfins were approved for use by the GPO. The flip side is a lithographed
pasture scene of cows grazing with the title: “a summer scene at Fordhook”.
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His strategy was to price his seeds lower than Burpee
and to distribute them throughout Iowa. Using his own
press, he produced a small four page catalog in 1899.
He expanded into mail order with the slogan: “Seeds
that Yield are Sold by Field.”

In 1924, he built a broadcast studio (KFNF - “Keep
Friendly, Never Frown”) on top of his seed house!  The
programming was country music, farm information, and
of course, seed ads. When he died in 1949, the com-
pany was generating sales of $3,000,000 annually, from
a million customers.

Post Script:
Almanacs . . .
The Farmer’s Almanac, not
to mention Franklin’s Poor
Richard’s Almanac and
dozens of others are older,
but McMahon’s The Ameri-
can Gardener’s Calendar,
first published in 1806, was
a practical month-by-
month gardening guide.

Other works contained
moon phases and tidal re-
ports, but McMahon’s was
the first to consider climate
and the soil of different re-
gions when suggesting ap-
propriate plantings and ad-
vice.

Henry Field
A non-Philadelphian, among the many seedmen
spawned in local, 19th century agricultural America
was Henry A Field. Born in Iowa, he attended a nor-
mal college and taught for three years in a country
school.

He gathered seeds from his mother’s garden, pack-
aged them in homemade envelopes, and sold them to
his aunt. He continued selling seeds through his col-
lege years and afterwards while teaching.

Figure 21 The Burpee mass-mailed
catalogs were not meant only to be
practical.  Leave it to firms like
Mitchell’s to add glamour and cost
for their more elite customers.  This
8x11 mailer (how many of these
have been saved?) is brightly
colored with red tomatoes and green
foliage.  The permit imprint quoted
“Sec. 34.66 PL&R” which dates
this to about 1950.

Figure 22 Henry Field, lest anyone think only Philly sold seeds, was one of hundreds of
nationwide seedmen.  His mailer here is dated 1922, two years before his radio station
KFNF was born in the store’s upstairs attic. He’d eventually gross millions. The card’s
front shows, in black and white, “progressive everbearing strawberries” specially
reduced: 100 plants for $2.00 !



  May 2007                                         21

Many of the trade catalogs were part of the Burpee
Collection donated to the Horticulture Services Divi-
sion by Mrs. David Burpee in 1982. The collection
includes both Burpee and competitor catalogs:

Seed trade catalogs document the history of the seed
and agricultural implement business in the United
States, as well as provide a history of botany and
plant research such as the introduction of plant vari-
eties into the US Additionally, the seed trade cata-
logs are a window into the history of graphic arts in
advertising, and a social history, through the text and
illustrations, showing changing fashions in flowers
and vegetables.

Of all the illustrated covers and corner card ‘ads’
mailed since, say, 1845, plus all the gardener-oriented
almanacs printed since 1806, plus all the seed and
nursery catalogs mailed to commoner and elite clien-
tele since their heyday began in about 1880, how many
countless millions of Americans have been influenced
to ‘get one with Nature’ and start a garden, plant a
few seeds, eat home grown tomatoes, brighten that
dark spot in your yard?  Many tens of millions have
been evangelized by seedmen great and small.

An Idyl to Nature
This small excursion was inspired by a few old
seedmen’s advertising envelopes, and the gorgeous,
richly colored catalog covers seen on eBay and the
Internet. Then while looking to add a sweetener or
two, the following remarkable letter, carefully hiding
in the collection, unread for at least 15 years, came to
light.

The letter is a pastoral written by a remarkable chemi-
cal pioneer, who, in an earlier age, seems to have con-
quered much of the adventure available to a born
scholar and inquisitive mind. He became the fifth
Melter and Refiner of the US Mint, a prestigious civil
post, and wrote this in his final years to his daughters,
who are away from Philadelphia for maybe asthmatic
reasons, real or imagined, and their dad waxes elo-
quent about the earthly delight of sights surrounding
the home that they shall shortly return to.

James Curtis Booth, PhD and LLD, passed to more
heavenly gardens in 1888. The year 1884 was his first
year as president of the American Chemical Society.
He was a distinguished scientist, but was also fulfilled
and ”animated by the same principles of intellectual
acquirement, the same moral of motive. the same love
of learning, the same ardor in teaching, the same ac-
tivity in business, the same hearty devotion to the bet-

His Gardiner’s Calendar endorsed native species as
well as exotics. Its main purpose was to educate
Americans on the basic principles of a flower garden,
such as placing smaller ornamentals at the front of a
garden bed and larger ones behind.

The Landreths got into the almanac business as early
as 1858 or so, some time before the postal reform that
30 to 40 years later made it cost appropriate for thicker
seed catalogs to be mailed and delivered nationwide.

. . . And Seed Catalogs
Now for seed catalogs, after all, they traveled through
the mail as third class flats. The Smithsonian site
shows several colorful catalog covers of the 10,000
seed and nursery catalogs dating from 1830 to the
present.

Figure 23 A striking and equally colorful allegorical seed
catalog/manual of Johnson & Stokes, of Philadelphia,
from 1889. Seeds were an inspiration in the years before
movies, cars, radio, and planes (and 1889 is but one year
after the Kodak instant camera was born).
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Figure 24 Cover (above)
and letter from James
Curtis Booth

tering and uplifting of his fellow-men” (—eulogy
before the American Philosophical Society, Oct. 5,
1888.).

He was fascinated by the realization that chemical
analysis could advance almost every field, “embrac-
ing its application to the arts, metallurgy, mineralogy,
geology, medicine, and pharmacy”.

However, his family surely meant an equal portion to
him, and his beautiful gardens must have been, from
his choice of words, the other third of his being.

He writes from his office at the Mint in Philadelphia
that May 1, the day before was the first spring day.
Surely a long, cold winter in 1883-4:

                             U.S.Mint     2 May 1884

         My dear Ann & Laurette,

I mentioned that we had the first Spring day yester-
day. True, but it had the features of this Spring, for
alto it was warm enough to exercise without over
heating, yet I could not sit on the Piazza without a
light overcoat, & there was a pervading sense of

chilliness. Today is still warmer, but ever with the
raw feeling of past weeks. However the chill may
seem unpleasant to humanity, it is manifestly not
hostile to vegetality [sic], for our plants of all kinds
are bursting forth from their winter dwellings in leaf
bud, flower bud, & full blown flower. We have 9 of
out tulips in gaudy display of color, and the Hya-
cinths are actually hanging their head in mournful
regret for their transient beauty. The moss pink is
handsomer than ever it was, a disk of exquisite pink,
18 inches across.

While the Forsythia is still a beautiful doorkeeper, it
is manifestly becoming wearied with its long keep-
ing watch at the entrance & is gradually resigning it
to the brilliantly clad Japanese guard, the Pyrus. The
two bushes of the Mahonia are covered with their
yellow flower-groups, contrasting the more with their
bronze & dark green leaves. Mr Passmore’s bed of
tulips, would I suppose be seen from the moon, with
a telescope of sufficient aperture.
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All out trees & bushes are on their annual hunt, shoot-
ing forth leaves, even the rugged White oaks of our
forest. The dog-wood blossoms are just whispering
under their buds, “is it time for us to make a show?”
Do please, my friends ye flowers, just keep down a
little, until my daughters can give you the first wel-
come of the year. However it will be time enough
for that in two weeks or more from the now to the
then....

Conclusion
Dr. Booth was truly a man who cared for Nature’s
bounty and possessed an eye and wit sufficient to de-
scribe it to his children with love and vitality. He was
no doubt inspired in turn by the men mentioned above.
Bright as we may be, we are all creatures of the broth
we’re immersed in at birth and grow in throughout
life and can’t escape its influence and flavor. As the
Landreths, Buist, Morris, Collins, Meehan, Maule,
Mitchell, Dreer, Burpee, and Field espoused love for
plants and flowers, so did Doctor Booth love the same.

Inasmuch as this is the time of the year for temperate
climes to experience similar awakening joy, may your
weather be pleasant, your seed packets arrive timely,
your rows be straight, and your spouses not chide you
for the garden mud tracks across the kitchen floor.

Figure 25  A “controls/dater/integral” handstamp is a
precancel type that includes the initials of the user and
the month and year of use. They were ordered by the
GPO in July 1938 to fight reuse of precanceled stamps.
Permit holders had to add the letters at their own
expense and use up their supply that month or within the
following 10 days.  WABurpee seed company posted this
one in January 1939 (or early February).
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first-hand account of a young
cavalry officer’s experiences on the
western frontier.  Originally published
in La Posta, it includes new maps,
photos and a  chronology of Brown’s
life up to the time he became a
Brigadier General.  Ed. by Cath Clark,
intro by R.W. Helbock.

Soft-cover, $14 w/ $3.50 shipping from
www.bookloftoregon.com

Credit card  or check accepted. (541)
426-3351.
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POSTMASTERS GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
XXIX. Thomas L. James, 1881-1882
by Daniel Y. Meschter
Thomas Lemuel James was one of the most dynamic
postmasters general even though his term of office
lasted only nine months. His career transcended his
plebeian origins by an amiable disposition and quick
wit to achieve an outstanding record of success in the
newspaper business, public service, and finally, ex-
ecutive rank in the bank-
ing and insurance indus-
tries. He was perhaps only
the fourth postmaster gen-
eral to have had prior, prac-
tical experience in the
postal service as postmas-
ter of the New York City
post office, Niles and
Randall as postmasters and
Tyner as a special agent
were the others. Had he
served a full year as Post-
master General he easily
would be rated as above
average.

James was born in Utica, New York in 1831. He com-
pleted his formal education in the local common
schools and a brief term in Utica Academy by the
time he was fifteen when his father apprenticed him
to the publisher of the Utica Liberty Press1. By the
time he completed his five-year apprenticeship he
owned the paper and at the same time formed a part-
nership to purchase the Whig Madison County Jour-
nal in Hamilton, New York. As the Journal’s able and
perceptive editor, he attracted the attention of some
of New York’s most influential political leaders headed
by Thurlow Weed, editor of the Albany Evening Jour-
nal; Republican party boss Roscoe Conkling; future
governor Edwin D. Morgan; and abolitionist Gerritt
Smith. It was through these connections he accepted
the first of a series of remunerative appointments as
collector of tolls on the Erie Canal at Hamilton in 1854.
He moved to New York City in 1861 with the Port of
New York, rising to the post of deputy collector un-
der Chester A. Arthur who recognized his abilities and
appointed him Chairman of the Civil Service Board
of the collectors and surveyors offices. Finally,
through the recommendations of his peers, President

Grant appointed him to the prestigious and reward-
ing position of New York City postmaster effective
April 1, 18732.

James found the New York City post office rife with
malfeasance. One of the reasons for the resignation
of his predecessor, Patrick H. Jones, was his personal
liability and that of his bondsmen for over $100,000
embezzled by his subordinates, mainly in the money
order department. It clearly was ready for reorgani-
zation and especially the arrangements for the collec-
tion and delivery of mail from and to New York’s
burgeoning business community. In his first four of
eight years as postmaster he made the New York post
office such a model of efficiency for other big city
post offices that upon taking office President Hayes
reappointed him New York postmaster only after he
declined the even more important office of Collector
of the Port of New York. He also declined Hayes’s
offer to appoint him Postmaster General to succeed
David Key in June 1880 for the last nine months of
his term.

Aside from his reorganization and improvement of
the New York City post office and especially its ser-
vice to business for which he received public acco-
lades, one of his more interesting problems was a law
suit asking for relief from infringement of a patent
for a new kind of canceller the Supreme Court aptly
described as “an improved post-office stamp for print-
ing the post mark and cancelling the postage-stamp
at one blow3.”

The Postal Laws and Regulations beginning in 1790
directed every postmaster to mark the letters posted
in his office with the name of his office and the post-
age rated for each. The marking could be either in
manuscript or printed by hand stamp. Before the Civil
War post office markers generally consisted of a disc
a half to maybe three-quarters of an inch thick and an
inch or so in diameter with a wooden handle several
inches high screwed onto the top. Widely known as
postmarkers or date stamps, the disc showed the name
of the post office and state or territory in cast metal or
hard rubber type around the rim, and the month and
day in movable type in the center. The device was
inked on an ink pad and pressed or struck by hand on
the letter to print the post office name and date.

Thomas L. James
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Prepayment of postage by use of postage stamps made
mandatory in the mid 1850s required an additional
marker, usually of wood or cork, to deface or blot, in
effect “cancel” or obliterate the stamp with indelible
ink in such a way as to prevent its reuse. Hand stamps
were adapted for this purpose by inserting pieces of
wood, cork, rubber, or metal in the disc projecting
slightly below the rim. Thus, marking letters became
a two-step operation so labor sensitive that making
up the mail in post offices handling large volumes of
letters became an almost impossible burden,

In 1863 Marcus P. Norton of Troy, New York pat-
ented an implement now known to postal historians
as a duplex canceller for postmarking letters and can-
celing the postage stamps in one operation. His de-
vice consisted of a sturdy shaft or handle with a cross-
bar attached to the business end on which were
mounted the canceler on the right side and the
postmarker on the left so that both could be printed
with one blow, thus improving labor efficiency by a
factor of two or more.

Norton’s first patent was issued on April 14, 1863;
but for reasons that are not made clear in the Supreme
Court decision, he surrendered his earlier patents and
obtained reissued patents three times in the next seven
years. Norton testified in the trial before Circuit Court
Judge Wheeler that he invented what the trial court
called a “double post-office stamp” before 1861and
produced a patent issued in 1857 for a kind of me-
chanical canceller clearly distinguishable from his
1863 invention.

Then, in 1876 Christopher C. Campbell, one of
Norton’s assignees, filed a bill in equity in the Circuit
Court for the District of New York to enjoin Thomas
L. James, postmaster of New York, from using a cer-
tain implement he alleged was patented by Marcus
Norton. Among the defenses the Post Office raised
were that Norton was not the first inventor, that the
reissued patents were not for the same invention, and
that patents do not run against public officials in any
event.

In his decision, Judge Wheeler largely ignored evi-
dence relating to the design and material of the Norton
device and did not distinguish between different ad-
aptations of the implement. He also discredited most
of the evidence relating to prior invention by others.
On the other hand, he did take notice of a letter dated
May 4, 1859 from then First Assistant Postmaster
General Horatio King authorizing the Troy postmas-

ter to use the Norton improved canceller for three
months as evidence that Norton invented his improved
canceller before that date. With respect to the New
York City post office he decided a letter from post-
master John Dix to King in August 1860 saying that
he had “got up” (invented) a similar contrivance and
King’s warning there was a prior invention was evi-
dence the Post Office was aware of Norton’s priority.

In ruling for the plaintiff, Judge Wheeler bypassed
the eligibility of the device for patent and focused on
the issue of property rights4. He decided as a matter
of law that a patent is property protected even against
the government. He ruled, therefore, that Norton’s
patents were valid, that Norton’s priority of inven-
tion dated from before May 4, 1859, and that the New
York post office infringed on those patents. Most dam-
ming for the defendant was his ruling that despite the
fact that James “used the invention as an officer of
the government in the performance of his duties for
the benefit of the government, he is liable as an in-
fringer.” In other words, Wheeler was holding James
personally responsible for any monetary awards that
might be granted to Norton and/or his assignees in
subsequent proceedings.

The government appealed to the Supreme Court.

The Supreme Court agreed patents were property de-
fensible against the government; but unlike the Cir-
cuit Court, it analyzed the origin and design of
Norton’s implement in detail. It took notice with re-
spect to priority of first invention, that “without any
great exercise of ingenuity,” a number of postmasters
and postal clerks across the country had improvised a
“double stamp” as early as 1858 “by screwing, weld-
ing, or binding to the side of the common stamp an
appendage to serve as a blotter at the same time.” It
mentioned Ezra Miller of Janesville, Wisconsin as
having fabricated such a device as early as January
1859 and Gen. John Dix in New York and a certain
Powers in Buffalo in the summer of 1860 in addition
to the evidence of the even earlier examples of Will-
iam Ireland at Philadelphia in 1851, James Riley at
New York n 1852, and Charles Wheeler at Cleveland
in 1853 that Judge Wheeler rejected., perhaps with
some justification.

The Supreme Court then examined the details of the
design and the kinds of materials Norton specified in
his patent application. It found that the examiners in
the patent office had raised a number of design par-
ticulars that tended to limit the patentability of the
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James took office on March 8th. In the interim Jerome J.
Hinds, a western mail route contractor published an
affidavit exposing the star route frauds in a way that could
no longer be ignored or excused as they had for so long.
In it, Hinds revealed the secret history of mail route No.
40,101 from Las Vegas to Santa Fe via Prescott that the
Second Assistant Postmaster General increased within its
first year from $12,000 when it was awarded in August
1878 to $136,000 in July 18796. Hinds testified to collusion
among Brady, Post Office Department officials, and
favored route contractors and to bribery. Malfeasance in
the Post Office Department was now public.

Although he was warned that this exposure could taint his
own election, these warnings came as no surprise to
Garfield. Peskin writes that Garfield had been hearing
rumors of the corrupt involvement of Stephen W. Dorsey,
his campaign manager, in Post Office Department affairs
since July7. Dorsey, of course, strongly denied ever having
had any business with the Post Office Department, but
Garfield didn’t believe him. He called James into his office
on March 9th to discuss the matter and gave the new
Postmaster General direct orders to investigate what both
now realized were the star route scandals with his widely
quoted directive: “I have sworn to execute the laws,” he
began. “Go ahead regardless of where or whom you hit. I
direct you not only to probe this ulcer to the bottom, but
to cut it out8”. In the four months allotted to their
collaboration probing and cutting out that ulcer, it is
impracticable to determine when James was acting on his
own initiative or at Garfield’s direction. Suffice it to say
Garfield remained in personal touch with James’
investigations and seems to have made a number of
decisions such as to remove Brady from office, himself.

The star route frauds took up most of James’ time, but not
entirely. His sole annual report that reads more like a
stockholders report than an exercise in bureaucratic self-
justification shows that he continued efforts to expand the
Money Order Service to foreign nations including Great
Britain, Germany, Canada, Italy, and France9. He also dealt
with a number of other problems in the money order
system that had arisen in the sixteen or so years since Blair
inaugurated it such as whether and how to replace lost
money orders and what to do with money received upon
issuing money orders, but not claimed by the payee there
being no provision in law for the disposal of such funds.
.James recommended legislation requiring funds
unclaimed after five years be deposited in the Treasury
for the service of the Post Office Department and that fees
on orders for less than five dollars be reduced.

James developed a special interest in the Railway Mail
Service when he advocated faster intercity service for the
benefit of New York’s business community while he was
New York City postmaster. As Postmaster General he
succeeded in reducing the fast mail from New York to

implement to the precise description in the applica-
tion and the model that accompanied it. It noted from
the evidence, for example, that the canceller in
Norton’s patent was a cylinder in which the piece of
wood or cork projected slightly below the rim of the
cylinder while the cork used by the New York post
office was attached to the crossbar with a wood screw.
The Court’s conclusion was that the devices used in
post offices across the country differed sufficiently in
priority of conception, design details, and materials
to distinguish them from the Norton patent. It seemed
as if the Supreme Court was not prepared to accept
anything less than an exact copy of Norton’s device
to support a finding of patent infringement.

Accordingly, it declared Norton’s patents void, re-
versed the Circuit Court, and ordered Campbell’s com-
plaint dismissed. Years later, in 1989, Marcus Norton’s
descendents and heirs petitioned Congress for com-
pensation for the use of Norton’s “patented postage
cancellation stamp,” but Congress chose not to act on
the bill introduced in the House.

James A. Garfield was inaugurated President on March 4,
1881; Thomas L. James was his almost obvious choice
for Postmaster General. James had eight years experience
as postmaster of the nation’s largest post office, had been
proposed for the office before, and had an untarnished
record of accomplishment in a number of important public
offices. As a native of New York and close associate of
the Mew York leadership of the “Stalwarts,” a conservative
faction of the Republican Party that emerged during the
Hayes administration in opposition to Hayes’ policy of
reconciliation with the South. It was a successor of a sort
of the Radical Republicans at the end of the Civil War
that appealed to Union war veterans and municipal and
state party “bosses.” The Stalwarts opposed civil service
reform in preference for the existing patronage system,
supported the protective tariff; and worked for the
nomination of Grant for a third term in 1880. Roscoe
Conkling was its most influential leader. Following
Garfield’s election, the Stalwarts were conspiring to take
control of his administration by packing the Cabinet with
Stalwart loyalists; but in a meeting on the morning of the
3rd, James severed any ties he might have had with
Conkling and readily pledged his allegiance to Garfield
and accepted the appointment. Later the same day
Conkling, a urged the appointment of the reliable but aging
Timothy Howe of Wisconsin to the Treasury without
success while Stephen Dorsey, Garfield’s campaign
manager and Secretary of the Republican National
Committee, was aghast at James’s appointment because
of Stalwart loss of the vast patronage the Postmaster
General still controlled and other influence in the Post
Office Department that would soon become apparent5.
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Not least among James’ accomplishments was an article,
“The Railway Mail Service,” he wrote for Scribner’s
Magazine (March, 1889) and being one of one-hundred
contributors to C.M. Depew’s history of American
comme5rce, One hundred Years of American Commerce,
1795-1895, New York, 1895; 1968.

Endnotes

1 See Vexler,; National Cyclopedia, 1895, v. 4, pp. 245-6;
and New York Times obits (2), September 12, 1916, pp. 10, 11.
for biographical sketches of Thomas L. James.
2 New York Times, March 17, 1873, p. 2.
3 The decision of Wheeler, judge, Circuit Court,
Southern District of New York, August 15, 1879 is reported
in Federal Cases [predecessor of Federal Reporter], Case
No. 2,361, Campbell v. Jame et al, v. 4, p. 1768; reversed
on appeal by the Supreme Court in James v. Campbell,
October Term 1881, 104 U.S. 356; New York Times, August
15, 1879, p. 8, January 10 1882, p. 2.
4 New York imesT, August 15, 1879, p.8.
5 Reeves, Thomas.  Gentleman Boss, The Life of
Chester Alan Arthur, New York, 1975.
6 New York times, March 9, 1881.
7 Peskin, Alan. Garfield, A Biography, Kent, Ohio, 1979, p.
579.
8 Id, p. 580.
9 Report of the Postmaster General, November 15, 1881,
Serial 2027.
10 1881 Report, p. 37.
11 New York Times,, September 12, 1916, p. 11.
12 Id,

Chicago to twenty-seven hours via the Pennsylvania
Railroad in time to connect with the overland express and
the transit time to California by twenty-four hours with
the promise of another seven-hour reduction in the near
future10. Realizing that the success of the Railway Mail
Service depended in large part on the abilities and morale
of its employees, he approved an administrative
reorganization of the Service that provided for the
reclassification of the Railway Mail Service clerks into
five pay classes with opportunity for promotion based upon
merit.

However, investigating the star route frauds was James’
greatest triumph, but he wasn’t there for its climax.
Following Garfield’s death on September 19, 1881 and
Arthur’s succession to the presidency, the question arose
as to Arthur’s commitment to prosecuting the star route
trials. Arthur realized much of the success of his
administration depended upon delaying the resignations
of Garfield’s Cabinet officers at least until the full Congress
convened in December, but his attempts to obtain pledges
from each to this effect were not successful. Treasury
Secretary William Windom left first to seek a Senate seat
followed by Attorney General Wayne McVeagh, which
was a blow both to the star route prosecutions and Arthur’s
support of civil service reform. As he had with McVeagh,
Arthur made every effort he could to retain James in office,
publicly praising him and officially renominating him as
his own successor; but in the meantime James accepted
an offer as President and Chairman of the Board of the
newly organized Lincoln National Bank of the City of New
York and the Lincoln Safe Deposit Company at a
remuneration he could not refuse. Besides, he had
completed his role in the mission Garfield assigned him
and under the circumstances his continued presence in the
Post Office Department might prove demoralizing to its
staff. He resigned on December 20th effective January 4,
1882. He remained Chairman of the Lincoln Bank Board
until his death in New York City in 191611.

New York City never forgot that James had once been its
postmaster. Even more than thirty years later the New York
Times remembered at the time of his death that “Thomas
L. James was the ablest and most energetic Postmaster
New York ever had in the old days. Perhaps there has never
been quite his equal in zeal and administrative ability at
the head of our Post Office.” “The work of handling the
mails for the fast-growing city,” the Times went on, “had
grown too great for the machinery provided and the Postal
Service was in a demoralized condition, but the new head
of the office brought order our of chaos, systematized every
department, made himself known to the small army of
employees and was liked by them, so that the value of his
service to the business community was soon recognized
and has never been forgotten12.”
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J. Edgar Hoover Helps Solve a Postal History Mystery
Book Review

by Cath Clark

The Suspension of United States Mail to
Switzerland 1942 to 1944/1945  A WWII Postal
History Monograph
Author: Charles J. LaBlonde, Spiral-bound,  90
pages, American Helvetia Philatelic Society
(Nov 2006)

The best postal history writing is that which can take
a narrow subject and explain how it is connected to
the larger context of history. Charles La Blonde’s
monograph on suspended Swiss mail is a good ex-
ample of this. The primary theme is unraveling the
mystery of the exact date when the U.S. ordered sus-
pension of mail to Switzerland. This is  skillfully done
using a sequence of covers that follow the text, along
with copies of key government archive documents.
The underlying theme, and to me an equally interest-
ing one, is how mail exchanges and suspensions be-
tween the U.S. and Switzerland reflected  the progress
of the war in the European theater.

Originally published in July 2006, this second print-
ing—just four months later—was prompted by the
discovery of memorandums exchanged between J.
Edgar Hoover and the U.S. Censorship Office. These
memos revealed at last the exact date of U.S. suspen-
sion of mail to Switzerland during WWII, which has
been a troubling question to collectors for many years.
Why has this been such a mystery when the Postal
Bulletin published exact dates of mail suspension to
other countries?  In the case of Switzerland, this was
never done, leaving postal historians to try to piece
together the date from other sources. La Blonde has
included copies of the memos and other corroborat-
ing material in his appendix, finally answering the
question.

Up through 1942, mail from Switzerland to the U.S.
and Canada was stable. The Swiss used several air
routes to avoid Axis censorship and handling, espe-
cially relying on unoccupied  Portugal and parts of
France. German occupation  around 11 November
halted U.S. mail delivery to France, an event that had
follow-on consequences for Switzerland. This is be-
cause any mail to Switzerland would have to traverse
occupied France, which the State Department would

not allow. The USPO publicly announced the suspen-
sion of mail service to France on 4 December 1942,
but never mentioned Switzerland. Meanwhile, large
amounts of mail were being held by post office cen-
sors, in absence of any order to return it to senders.
Even some  transit mail from other countries  was
intercepted and held in New York, as illustrated in the
book.

This log jam, and probably Swiss diplomatic com-
plaints about it,  came to FBI Director Hoover’s at-
tention through telegraph intercepts. Hoover’s 10
March 1943 memo to the U.S. Director of Censor-
ship relayed what he understood to be the extant mail
situation, whereby mail service had resumed from
Switzerland to the U.S., but the U.S. was not allow-
ing outbound mail to Switzerland.

A rapid response from the Chief Postal Censor in a
memo dated 12 Mar 1943 confirmed the situation,
and further explained that Swiss mail had been sus-
pended in November 1942 (you’ll have to buy the
book to learn the date).  The memo stated that an an-
nouncement was being “considered” by the USPD to
inform the public of the suspension. Said announce-
ment was finally made in the 24 March 1943  Postal
Bulletin, but did not mention the initial suspension
date. The American public had gone 127 days with
no public notice about suspension of mail to Switzer-
land.

In the process of telling this one story of a single
country’s mail woes, the author has also given us a
window into the larger story of censorship and the
challenges of international mail exchange during
WWII.

The roles that various government agencies played in
mail delivery—including the State Department,  mili-
tary, postal censorship office, and the FBI—are fasci-
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nating. The resultant de-facto U.S. policy was an ex-
traordinary hard-line position, that there was to be no
enemy handling or censorship of outbound-mail (ex-
cepting Red Cross & POW mail) even if the sender
accepted that there would be censorship on both ends,
as other countries, such as Canada, did.  Thus, in the
United States,  political control was deemed to be more
important than letter communication with a country
we were not a war with!

Given the strong financial and trade arrangements in
place between the U.S. and Switzerland,  this wrecked
havoc with the business community. Remember, there
was no Internet in the 1940s. Even before the war,
this was a time when people were heavily reliant on
the mails for International communications due to the
expense of telegraph and telephone. While the Swiss
restored mail service to America only three months
after the invasion of occupied France, using alternate
routes and methods, it took their diplomats and postal
agencies nearly two and a half years of constant lob-
bying to convince the Americans to allow outgoing
mail to Switzerland, which was not fully restored until
June 1945.

The covers used in this book really tell the story from
top to bottom, even including early German provi-
sional censor markings used during the Swiss sus-
pension.   La Blonde’s monograph is recommended
as a fine addition to a WWII postal history library. It
is available from Charles La Blonde, 15091 Ridgefield
Lane, Colorado Springs, CO  80921-3554, for U.S.
$20 postpaid.

POSTAL HISTORIANS ON LINE
Continued from page 8

The Collectors Club — (New York) collectorsclub@nac.net
David Thompson [Wisconsin p.h.] — thompdae@msn.com
Don Thompson [Stampless NH, MA, FL]  — thomcat7405@aol.com
Harvey Tilles — tilles@triad.rr.com
Don Tocher [19th Century US] — dontoch@ix.netcom.com &

http://www.postalnet.com/dontocher/
Allan Tomey [Indian war military & war of 1812, esp Naval]— atomey@cs.com
Bob Trachimowicz [Worcester, Mass. P.history; Wesson Tobs of Worcester]

— track@alum.wpi.edu
William Treat [CO: Clear Creek, Gilpin & Jefferson counties 1850s-1930s]

— jtsouthwest@msn.com
Kenneth Trettin — [IA: Floyd Co.&Rockford] hogman@onnitelcom.com
Tom Turner [Alabama postal history] — turnertomp@aol.com
William T. Uhls [19th C US & Canal Zone covers] — buhls@austin.rr.com
Bill Ulaszewski [Ohio history, covers, folded letters] — odeman99@aol.com
Tom Unterberger [WI: Douglas County] — unterberger@chartermi.net
Dirk van Gelderen [Alaska postal history] — dirk@esveld.nl
Jorge Vega-Rivera [Puerto Rico: 19th Century Maritime Mail & Spanish

American War 1898-1902] —portovega8@yahoo.com

George P. Wagner [US p.history-interesting uses-small banknotes to modern;
2nd & 4th Bureau, Wash-Frank, Prex, Liberty] — gpwwauk@aol.com

Tim Wait [IL: Boone Co, Wa Bicentenneal 1932, Spec Deliv Bicycle Airmail
Special Deliv combo]  — t.wait@insightbb.com

Jim Walker [NJ: Corvells Ferry Stamp Club. Collects Huntondon Co, NJ &
Bucks Co, PA postal history] — jiwalker@earthlink.net

W. Danforth Walker [MD: Baltimore, Howard Co., Westminster]
— dan@insurecollectibles.com

Gordon L. Wall [CA,NV,NM,WI,AZ pre-cancels; Finland]
— gordonwallwis@aol.com

Bill Wallace [IL: Cook, Lake, DuPage, Ogle counties; Chicago suburbs; ND:
western counties] — rberbill@aol.com

Charles Wallis [OK & Indian Territory] — charlesswallis@yahoo.com
Lauck Walton [Early US machine cancels, unusual usages on postal cards,

C&D, county & postmaster cancels] — jwalton@shentel.net
William C. Walton [Mexico, Territorial covers] — wcw078@webtv.net
Ron Wankel [Nebraska & WWII APOs on #UC9] — margiegurley@aol.com
Ron Ward [Maryland PH] — Anoph2@aol.com
Jim Watson [Mendocino/Lake Co. CA cancels] — pygwats@mcn.org
John S. Weigle [CA: Ventura Co; interrupted mail; officially sealed mail of

world, aux] — jweigle@vcnet.com
Rich Weiner [18th & 19th C letters w/ high content value; NC stampless Covers]

— rweiner@duke.edu
Larry Weinstock [Dealer-Western postal history; collects NW p.history, 2nd

Bureau issue use] — lwstampscovers@comcast.net
Douglas Weisz [Dealer U.S. covers] — weiszcovers@adelphia.net
Ken White [AZ, NM, & France] kenwhite@northlink.com
Robert B. Whitney [New London, CT; Brevard Co, FL; Benton Co., OR postal

history] — rmwhit1@juno.com
C. Michael Wiedemann [Cutlery ad cvrs, FL] — cmikew@mindspring.com
Wile, Louise [postcards, Bucks Co. PA pmks] — alexander530@aol.com
Clarence Winstead [NC pcs, RPOs&Doanes]

—clarencewinstead@hotmail.com
Richard F. Winter [transatlantic mail] — rfwinter@bellsouth.net
Kirk Wolford [Dealer. Collects US pcs & stationery, military postal History (all

services), US p.h., possessions, & airmail]— krkstpco@goldstate.net
Ken Wukasch [Columbian Expo postal history] — kenwukasch@yahoo.com
Robert J. Zamen [Machine cancels & IL] — bzame@aol.com
Nicholas Zevos [Postal history of Northern New York]

— zevosn@potsdam.edu
Michael Zolno —mzolno@aol.com
POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETIES (Listed by request)
(For a Listing of ALL U.S. State Postal History Societies  see the Empire
State Postal History Society)— http://www.esphs.org/usphsoc.html
Michigan [Peninsular State Philatelic Society, Michagan’s Postal History

Society] — http://home.earthlink.net/~efisherco/
Mobile Post Office Society — http://www.eskimo.com/~rkunz/mposhome.html
Postal History Society — http://www.stampclubs.com/phs/index.htm
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The Post Offices of Bell County, Kentucky
PART 2

by Robert M. Rennick

Five Stony Fork Post Offices
This eight mile long head fork of Yellow Creek itself
heads in the Log Mountains and extends between this
range and Fork Ridge to join Bennetts Fork (now the
Yellow Creek Bypass or diversion channel) just west
of the Middlesboro-Bell County Airport and the west-
ern end of town. Another of the region’s major coal
producing valleys, it’s not to be confused with the
Stoney Fork of Straight Creek in the northern end of
the county (see below). Five post offices served its
mining operations.

In 1902 the Stony Fork Branch of the L&N’s
Cumberland Valley Division was built to the stream’s
head to bring out the coal. The first station, six miles
up from the Stony Fork Junction, was opened that
year as Sagamore for the local Sagamore Coal Com-
pany. This name was suggested for the local post of-
fice which, however, opened on January 23, 1903,
with Albert Munson Chamberlain, postmaster, as
Logmont, referring to the area’s early logging opera-
tions or to the nearby Log Mountains which extend
southwest to north-east through the western half of
the county. In 1928 the office, which had been serv-
ing the Luke and Drummond (later the Crystal) Coal
Company, was moved a short distance east to serve
what had been the Lower Hignite Coal Company, co-
owned by William Edward Gunn, A.H. Renneaum,
and Craig Ralston. When Gunn bought out his part-
ners he renamed the firm the Gunn Mining Company.
In the early 1940s the company was acquired by the
Garmeada Coal Company, Inc. of Middlesboro, and
the small mining town, lacking its post office, which
had closed in 1933, took the Garmeada name. After
the Logmont Station closed, also in the 1930s, area
coal was shipped from (the) Murtea (Station), two
miles above.

A spur of the Stony Fork railroad that went up
Rockhouse Branch, two miles below Logmont-
Garmeada, served the local Stony Fork coal opera-
tion. About a mile up the branch, on February 14,
1906, Charles D. Shipley opened the Ralston post
office which was named for Scottish-born John
Ralston, a pioneer area coal operator, and the orga-
nizer and CEO of the local Ralston and Stony Fork

Coal Companies. By 1917 the Ralston Station at the
mouth of Rockhouse had become Stony Fork and to
this site the post office was moved the following year,
and closed in December 1926.

In 1921, however, the station serving this vicinity was
called Capito [kaep/ih/toh] for one of its earlier mines
and camps. Its local post office, from 1944 to 1956,
also took this name.

The Shamrock Coal and Coke Company of
Middlesboro was the probable name source of the
Shamrock post office and station some three to four
miles east of Ralston-Capito, The post office, with
John William Dean, its first postmaster, served sev-
eral other vicinity coal operations (Edgewood
Con-solidated [or Climax Coal] Company, Hignite
Coal Mining Company, and Monarch Coal and Coke
Company) from September 25, 1906 through July
1925.

Hollingsworth, midway between Shamrock and
Ralston, and eight miles west of the Middlesboro post
office, may have been named for William M.
Hollings-worth (ne August 1846), a respected county
circuit court clerk, and/or his sons John and William
W., who lived in Pineville. From June 30, 1916
through September 1931 it served the Monarch Coal
and Coke Company and the Wilmont (rail) Station
just west of the mouth of Hignite Creek. James Brown
and James Ralston were its only postmasters.17
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Two Bennetts Fork Post Offices
Bennetts Fork heads in Tennessee and enters Bell
County at the first site of Bosworth, one of its two
Bell post offices. It extends for five more miles to
Yellow Creek at the west end of Middlesboro. From
the Tennessee line to the Stony Fork Junction it’s par-
alleled by another L&N spur.

To serve a rail station and coal town of 200 residents
a hundred yards from the Tennessee line and five miles
southwest of the then site of the Middlesboro post
office, Adolph H. Rennebaum, on May 5, 1903, es-
tablished the Bosworth post office. In 1907, certainly
by 1909, it had moved one fourth of a mile down the
Fork to serve the Yellow Creek coal operations at
Yellow Creek. It closed in September 1928. Joseph
F. Bosworth, its name source, arrived in the Yellow

Creek valley in 1889 and soon be-
came a partner in the Yellow Creek
Coal Company. He was an early
Middlesboro police judge and was
on that city’s first council (1890).
He is best known to Kentucky his-

torians as “the father of good roads” in the state for,
while representing his district in the legislature in the
early 1900s, he was instrumental in getting bonds is-
sued to build and maintain public roads. In 1909 he
started the Kentucky Good Roads Associa-tion and
became its first president. His efforts led to the estab-
lishment of a state Good Goods Department in 1912.18

In 1917 his son Joseph Jr. became the Bosworth post-
master
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post office. With David R. Morgan, its first postmas-
ter, the office operated between January 26, 1907 and
1934. Its Davis source is not known.

Less than a mile north of Davisburg was Clyde Miller
and Alexander R. Tinley’s Cairnes post office. This
short-lived (March 26, 1907 through July 1912) of-
fice was named for Thomas S. Cairnes, the Canadian-
born (ca. 1845) Secretary-Treasurer of the Log Moun-
tain Coal Coke and Timber Company of Pineville,
and owner of 30,000 acres of Bell County coal and
timber land.

On July 31, 1912 Alexander R. Tinley “closed” the
Cairnes post office and moved to a site one mile up
Bear Creek from Chenoa (22 miles southwest of
Cairnes) where he operated the Harrison post office
to serve another of the Log Mountain Coal Company
operations. One or more of the several Bell County
Harrison families was the likely name source. The
office closed in late November 1923.

At two unlocated (but 12 miles apart) sites on Little
Clear Creek, William Henry Mason established the
Ivy post office on March 9, 1898. It may have been
named for one of the county’s Ivy (or Ivey) families.
When it closed on January 31, 1914 its papers were
sent to Pineville, 102 miles northeast.

Post Offices on the Straight Creek
of the Cumberland River
The aptly named Straight Creek heads in the Ken-
tucky Ridge in Harlan County and extends for about
twenty two miles (fourteen in Bell County) to the river
at Pineville. It’s often shown on historic maps as Right
Fork to distinguish it from the Left Fork which joins
it two miles above its Cum-berland River confluence.
Straight Creek, paralleled by Ky 221, was served by
nine post offices, while its Left Fork was served by
eight offices.

The famed Kettle Island mines and camp were on
Kettle Island Branch which joins Straight Creek six
miles northeast of Pineville. Here, in 1845, Virginia-
born Abraham Lock (1777-1852) patented some land
and settled his family. This land was heired by his

From September 25, 1906
through July 1919 the inexplica-
bly named Gravity post office
served the Winona Coal and
Coke Company and its Winona
Station and the nearby Colum-
bia (later Bennetts Fork) Coal
Company operation two miles northwest of Bosworth.
Charles H. Townsend was its first postmaster. On cur-
rent federal maps this site is shown as Premier for
another area coal company.

Post Offices on the Clear Creeks
of the Cumberland River
John Warwick Partin operated the Clear Creek valley’s
first post office between August 4, 1888 and mid May
of the following year near its head, sixteen miles south-
west of Pineville. Clear Creek, his first name prefer-
ence, gave way to Vance, perhaps for a local Baptist
preacher.

One of Bell’s earliest coal devel-
opments centered at the mouth of
Clear Creek’s two mile long Bear
Creek branch, some fifteen miles
southwest of Pineville. This vi-
cinity, settled by John Partin in

1866, and named for a wild bear, was deeded in 1888
to Thomas S. Cairnes and the Wymon and Hull Land
Company. To this site then came one W.A. Chenoa
who opened a cannel coal mine and founded a village
which, in October 1893, with over 200 resi-dents, was
reached by Cairnes’ thirteen mile long Cumberland
River and Tennessee Railroad (acquired in 1901 by
the L&N as its Chenoa Branch). Chenoa established
a post office half a mile up Bear Creek which he would
call Cannel but, with Samuel Bastin, its first post-
master, it opened, on March 13, 1894, as Chenoa
[shuh/noh/uh, shuh/noh/ee]. By 1910 several other
coal companies had mining operations in this vicin-
ity. But these and Chenoa’s camp have long been aban-
doned. Chenoa’s is now under Chenoa Lake, a Clear
Creek impoundment created in 1950 and now a part
of the 11,363 acre Kentucky Ridge State Forest.

To serve three coal operations in the Clear Creek wa-
tershed, 1 ½ miles east of Chenoa, the two mile long
Major Spur of the L&N’s Chenoa Branch was built
up Major Branch and Coney Creek between Olcott
Station on Clear Creek and Evanston. One mile up
Coney was the mining camp of Davisburg and its



  May 2007                                         33

On March 3, 1893 Andrew D. Johnson reopened the
office but called it Pass since by then Ray was in use
in Logan County. In the winter of 1898-99 William
M. Durham had the office moved 2 ½  miles down
the creek to the mouth of Stoney Fork, 5 ½  miles
from the mouth of Kettle Island, where it closed in
October 1913. In May 1945 the W.M. Ritter Lumber
Company opened a sawmill and machine shop at the
mouth of Stoney and soon established a camp there
with store, boarding house, school, church, and thirty
homes. Early the following year the company’s su-
perintendent A.A. Kopp established the Stoney Fork
post office which is still in operation. In 1960 the Ritter
Company and its mill were acquired by the Georgia-
Pacific Company, the Atlanta-based paper and wood
products firm, but closed shop in 1965. Sometime in
the 1960s the L&N’s Straight Creek branch was ex-
tended from Kettle Island past this point and up the
creek to its head in Harlan County.

The Pennsylvania-based Taylor and Crate Lumber
Company owned thousands of timberland acres on
the 5 ½  mile long Stoney Fork. John Brock and
Nathan J. Saylor, employees of the company, oper-
ated a large store at the mouth of Stoney. On Septem-
ber 21, 1929 Lewis Brock established the Crate post
office, 2 ½ miles up Stoney near the mouth of Wolf
Pen Branch. It was discontinued in 1937.

The creek’s name was given to a post office at several
sites just above its forks to serve the National Coal
and Iron Company’s Straight Creek mining camp of
1,500 residents and its West Virginia Pineville and
Tennessee (L&N) Railroad station of that name, 2 - 2
½  miles above (northeast of) Pine-ville. The Straight
Creek post office operated from March 8, 1900, with
William R. Wood, its first postmaster, till 1983.

Another station on the Straight Creek (L&N) line was
Stilson, at the mouth of the 2% mile long Dorton
Branch which joins the creek one mile above Pineville.
It and the Dorton Branch community were served
by the Stilson post office between July 21, 1921 and
mid April 1922, with Jasper N. Elliott, its only post-

sons Alexander, a millwright (1827-1873), and Tho-
mas M. Alexander’s son Abraham II (1853-1921)
lived on Apple Blossom, a branch of Kettle Island,
half a mile up from Straight Creek. On March 15,
1888, to serve this locality, the Lock post office was
estab-lished, with Giles H. Hodges, postmaster. In
1901 Abraham II sold his Kettle Island property to
the predecessor of the Pioneer Coal Company of Lou-
isville which opened the Kettle Island mine and built
the local camp. In January 1908 the Lock post office
was moved two miles up Straight Creek to the mouth
of Mill Creek where it closed in mid November 1912.

When the West Virginia Pineville and Tennessee Rail-
road (which became the Straight Creek Branch of the
L&N) reached the Kettle Island valley in 1911, coal
development here really took off. The Kettle Island
post office was established on March 15, 1912 with
Thomas B. Hail, postmaster, one fourth of a mile up
the branch. Though only sporadic mining continues
in the area and most of its residents are retired per-
sons, the post office continues at the mouth of Apple
Blossom.

Now, how did Kettle Island get its name? According
to one tradition, local women used to do the family
wash on a small island in Straight Creek, at the mouth
of the branch, where water and bushwood were plen-
tiful. A more likely explanation is that some early
hunters used an old iron kettle found buried on the
island as a landmark to guide their friends to good
places to hunt or settle. In either case the name was
applied in early settlement times, long before the coal
lands were developed.

Two post offices, Ray and Pass, whose names have
not been derived, served Bell County’s upper Straight
Creek valley. Ray operated between March 15, 1888
and September 17, 1889 with John R. and Joshua
Howard, postmasters, probably at the mouth of Cox
Branch, three fourths of a mile from the Harlan County
line and eight miles from Kettle Island Branch.



34 Whole Number 224

mouth of its Long Branch and six miles northeast of
Pineville. Elias B. Gingham (ne March 1856) was its
only postmaster from July 24, 1883 to mid Novem-
ber 1915.

The short-lived Heyburn post office (January 29 to
September 30, 1925) served two coal camps, includ-
ing the Heyburn Coal Company’s, and the Heyburn
rail station just below the site of Gingham. William
M. and Millard F. Slusher were its only postmasters.19

The Cary-Glendon Coal Company camp at the mouth
of Howard Branch and the vicinity operations of the
Straight Creek Coal and Coke Company, the Central
Coal Company, and the Left Fork Coal Company were
served by the Cary post office and the Left Fork’s
Cary Station, 34 miles northeast of Pineville. Will-
iam Burchfield, a mine owner, established the office
on December 2, 1905. It closed in 1966.

In the vicinity of the forks of Caney Creek, which
joins the Left Fork less than a mile below (south of)
Gingham, the Coleman Mine was being developed in
1906. To serve this and other vicinity coal opera-tions
that would come, William P. Gilkeson opened the in-
explicably named Blanche post office on February
14, 1906. The office had several loca-tions on Caney
till it closed in 1965.

In 1908 the brothers Bryan W. and August F. Whitfield
bought some land on Left Fork just below the mouth
of Caney and established there the Left Fork Coal
Company. The two mines developed there were called
Arjay and Glendon. To serve them and the newly es-
tablished Arjay camp, the Arjay post office was
opened on February 23, 1911 with George W.
Hairston, postmaster. It’s said to have been named
for a local mine operator, but who that was is uncer-
tain. It was long held to have been T.J. Asher’s son

master. While the Mose Dorton family probably gave
its name to the branch, the Stilson name remains
underived.

When the Straight Creek line was extended to Kettle
Island in 1911 a station was established just above
the mouth of the l ½ mile long Elliotts Branch (mid-
way between the forks and Kettle Island Branch) and
named for James Jenson, a highly respected construc-
tion foreman (ne September 1878). The Jenson post
office operated here between January 20, 1927 and
1975 with William Woolum, its first post-
master.

Post Offices on Straight
Creek’s Left Fork
The Left Fork, paralleled by Ky 66, also
heads in the Kentucky Ridge and extends
for twelve miles to the main Straight Creek
just below the Straight Creek station and post
office.

The pioneer Slusher family had a mill some
eleven miles up the Left Fork which gave
its name to Wilkerson Slusher’s post office
established on October 24, 1876. In early 1894 Mill
was dropped from its name and the office became sim-
ply Slusher. But it closed that December. It was re-
established on May 12, 1899, also as Slusher, by
William P. Slusher, but closed again in late May 1908.
It was re-established again on March 4, 1911. After
successive moves over two miles up the Fork it ar-
rived in 1936 at the mouth of Buffalo Creek where it
was to serve this locality and its Buffalo Creek Sta-
tion (on the L&N’s Left Fork Branch), three miles
below Field, till it closed for good in 1951.

Another major Bell County family, the Binghams,
sired by Virginia--born William in the early nineteenth
century, gave its name to a post office serving several
mills and a distillery on the Left Fork, just below the
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Robert but his middle initial was A., not J. So could it
have been named for Robert J. Fulkerson who be-
came postmaster in August 1911? The active post of-
fice, a large consolidated elementary school, and sev-
eral stores and churches now serve this residential
community extending along Ky 66 and the Left Fork
for nearly a mile between the Cary site and the mouth
of Caney.

Two Left Fork post offices opened in the spring of
1932. The first, Rella (whose name has not been de-
rived) was established by Walter York to serve an-
other Left Fork (rail) station and a community of some
250 resi-dents at or just above the mouth of Sims Fork,
2 ½ miles north of Arjay. It closed in 1954.

The Field post office, established in June 1932 by
James Lewellen served at least two Left Fork (rail)
stations at the head of this stream. The first site was at
the newly established Crockett Station at the mouth
of what was then Big Camp Branch (but is shown on
contemporary maps as Little Camp) of Left Fork. The
Left Fork tracks had just been extended to this site to
ship coal from the Kentucky Ridge Coal Company,
Little Creek, and C.C. (Guthries)’ mines, and lumber
from Bringardner’s timber operations on nearby Red-
bird. This station came to be known as Harber, named
perhaps for one M.S. Harber, a section foreman for
the Wasioto and Black Mountain Railroad (ca. 1912).
On July 20, 1939 the office was moved about one
mile down the creek (and the tracks) to Britts Sta-
tion, two miles above Slusher’s Buffalo Creek site,
where it closed in 1984. Field and Crockett were area
families. Could Britts Station have been named for
Brit (sic) Slusher, ne ca. 1873?

Post Offices on the Cumberland
River’s Four Mile Creek
The five mile long Four Mile Creek joins the river
four miles below (northwest of) the Cumberland Ford,
and that accounts for its name. The L&N’s
Cumberland Valley line arrived at this site in 1899
and, by 1904, was joined by the two mile long
Fourmile Branch built ultimately to ship coal from
the creek’s eighteen mines, including the Tuckahoe
Coal Company of Dayton, Ohio (later Campbell and
Lewis) operations and those of Black Raven, Black
Bear, Highland Rim, and the Straight Creek Coal com-
panies.

The Fourmile coal town and rail stations were early,
and still are, just below the mouth of Four Mile Creek.
Here too was established the Fourmile post office on
December 16, 1899 with Edward L. Shell, postmas-
ter. In 1920 the office was moved to a site some 700
yards above the Four Mile confluence, about where
the Conant post office was in 1888, and directly
across the river from the site of the Whitsett post of-
fice. Later, the Fourmile office returned to its origi-
nal location and survives.

Serving the Highland Rim and Continental Coal Com-
pany mines and camps two miles up Four Mile was
the Rim post office. With William M. Huff, its first
postmaster, it operated between July 22, 1905 and mid
April 1919 just above the mouth of Four Mile’s Right
Fork.

Four miles up Four Mile is the Ivy Grove Baptist
Church and the small residential community of Up-
per Four Mile that, for eleven years, from July 15,
1926, was served by Dink Miller, Jr’s. post office.
His first proposed name Corey, probably for W.C.
Corey, the Fourmile postmaster, was replaced by Ivy
Grove for the church organized there in 1915.
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established the Belljellico post office on May 20, 1905.
Shortly thereafter the Bell Jellico Company’s (rail)
spur was extended up the branch from its connection
at what became the L&N’s Surran Station. By 1916
the Bell Jellico Station had become Blowers, for A.C.
Blowers, the coal company’s general manager, and
eventually Dean Branch was renamed Bell Jellico. The
P.O. closed in September 1925.

The first rail station up Greasy Creek was Hosman,
one rail mile from Yingling on the L&N’s main line,
on the north side of the river. At or near this site, 300
yards south of the river, Jesse C. Hoskins established
the Deanton post office on November 19, 1915. On
July 7, 1916 he had the name changed to Hosman. In
May 1922 the office was moved half a mile up the
creek to the mouth of Dean Branch to serve the J.B.
Blue Diamond Coal Company, and after several more
short distance moves it closed in 1932. Dean Branch
and Deanton were named for the descendants of Tho-
mas Dean (before 1800 to 1875), an early settler at
Greasy’s mouth. We can only guess that Hosman in
some way referred to the Hoskins family whose area
progenitors were Ezekiel and Elizabeth of Russell
County, Virginia through a son John Knox Hoskins
(ne ca. 1811).

In 1931 Smith Fuson re-
established on Greasy,
some four miles above the
then site of Ingram, the old
Ark post office that had
been on the Clear Fork
River (see below). But for
some reason he called it Genyare instead. It closed in
1933. On December 16, 1936 he re-established the
office to serve the Fuson Store but succeeded this time
in having it named Ark, and it survived till mid July
1944.

Post Offices on the Clear Fork
River and its Laurel Fork
The twenty mile long Clear Fork River heads near
Fonde, extends through Claiborne and Campbell
Counties in Tennessee, and Whitley County to the
Cumberland River, one mile above Williamsburg.

The Southern Railway spur up the Clear Fork valley
from Jellico, Tennessee was completed in 1905 to a
vicinity called Morison, half a mile north of the Ten-
nessee state line. That year the Clear Fork Coal and
Coke Company opened a mine and camp here and

Post Offices on Greasy Creek (of
the Cumberland River)
The ten mile long Greasy Creek, most likely named
for the greasy appearing “skim” on its water, heads
just northeast of the Bell-Knox-Whitley Counties con-
vergence and joins the river one mile below the mouth
of Four Mile. It’s flanked on the south by Pine Moun-
tain and paralleled by Ky 92. Seven post offices served
its residents.

The Greasy valley’s
oldest post office
Ingram is still in opera-
tion some five miles up
from the river, at the
mouth of Ingram
Branch and across from
the mouth of Centers
Branch. It was established on July 15, 1881 by Tho-
mas J. Ingram, perhaps a mile further up the creek on
land settled in the early nineteenth century by his
grandfather North Carolina born Bill Ingram. In 1896
Thomas J. was succeeded by his wife Dora Elizabeth
(nee Mason). In 1935 the office was moved one mile
down the creek to its present location.

Dempsy K. Carter (ne June 1852) offered the names
Dempus (for himself?) and Dewey (for a brother) for
a post office he was establishing at the mouth of Carter
Branch, four miles below Ingram, but it operated from
November 4, 1889 through September 1891 as
Carter’s.

The Tinsley post office, named for local descendants
of pioneer and Revolutionary War veteran William
Tinsley, was established on April 9, 1900 by Charles
C. Smith, probably below (north of) the Carter post
office site. 20  By 1908 the office had been moved nearly
a mile down the creek to serve the East Jellico coal
operations on what was then McGaffey Branch. Sev-
eral years before, these mines had been reached by
the L&N’s Pine Mountain East Spur extending up
Greasy from its Yingling Station on the river. By 1920
the office was serving the Surran (rail) Station, named
for W.L. Surran, a local trainmaster, a mile up Greasy.
After several short distance moves the office reached
the mouth of Bell Jellico (or Dean) Branch and was
suspended in September 1983.

The Pineville-based Bell Jellico Coal Company had a
mine near the head of the one mile long Dean Branch.
To serve it Marvin G. Yingling, a company official,
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ter in 1949 and as school-mission superintendent in
1950, after twenty five years in this position. By 1967
the mission had twenty four buildings on its 1,600 acre
tract. The school was converted to a community cen-
ter in 1976, and the post office there is still in opera-
tion.

The County’s Red Bird River Post
Office
Since 1876 one post office has served Bell’s Red Bird
River valley in its northeast corner, a section sepa-
rated from the rest of the county by the Kentucky
Ridge. Red Bird, which heads in the Ridge, extends
north for about forty five miles to join Goose Creek at
Oneida in Clay County to form the South Fork of the
Kentucky River.

One of Kentucky’s few long-tenured post offices op-
erated by a single family opened on October 24, 1876
at the mouth of Red Bird’s Cow Fork (then Cow
Creek), a mile south of the Clay County line. Estab-
lished by the Rev. Richard Wilkerson Asher (1813-
1884),a Primitive Baptist preacher and storekeeper
(and Dillion Asher I’s son), it was named Red Bird
and was soon serving a small settlement with a corn
mill, school, and church. On his death he was suc-
ceeded by his daughter Amanda Jane (Mandy, nee
1845) who soon had the name changed to Knuckles
for her husband Tennessee-born William R. “Bill”
Knuckles, a lawyer and storekeeper. Or at least she
thought she had, but in the postal records the office
name was spelled Nuckles. On her death in early 1890
Bill became postmaster. On his death in 1910 his son
John Beverly Knuckles (ne September 1873) took over
and, in August 1911, at the request of the Post Office
Department, had the office’s name changed to
Beverly.22 On December 22, 1913 John was succeeded
by his wife Myrtle.

In 1921 John Beverly and his brother Millard F, of-
fered their Red Bird land and its timber to the Womens
Missionary Society of the Evangelical Church of Penn-
sylvania to build a school and hospital which became

called it Fonde [fahn/dee], allegedly for a man who
helped build some of the company’s homes. To this
site in (or before) August 1906 the Ibex post office
was moved from Claiborne County, Tennessee, and
George P. Morison became postmaster.21 Until the road
that became Ky 74 from Fonde and down Stony Fork
to Middlesboro was built in the late 1920s, this place
was functionally tied to Tennessee. Though the area
mines closed in the late 1940s, the post office lingered
till 1984 to serve a residential village just east of the
junction of Ky 74 and 535.

Somewhere on the Laurel Fork of the Clear Fork River,
near what later became Frakes, were the several sites
of the first Ark post office. As John W. Davis’s pro-
posed name Roscoe for this office was also in use in
Elliott County, he named his office (located in his Site
Location Report on Laurel Fork, seven miles west of
Chenoa) Ark, and it operated from April 19, 1898
through April 1910. In 1936 the name was given to
the reestablished Genyare post office on Greasy Creek
(see above). Neither Ark nor Roscoe have been name
derived.

The relatively level, gently rolling plateau between
the Pine and Log Mountains, at the head of Clear Creek
and along the Pine Creek and Laurel Fork branches of
the Clear Fork River, was settled in the 1850s and
early called South America for its remoteness and
relative inaccessibility. For years this area was con-
sidered the roughest, meanest territory in southeast-
ern Kentucky and was home to moonshiners and feud-
ing families. In 1925 Indiana-born Rev. Hiram Milo
Frakes (1888-1975), pastor of a small Methodist
church in Pineville, arrived there and persuaded its
natural leader Bill Henderson to donate land for a
school from which grew the famed Henderson Settle-
ment School and Mission.

On April 10, 1908 James H. Hamblin established a
post office to serve a locality named for his family on
Clear Creek, near the Henderson Grove Church, some
three or so miles above Chenoa. He called it Linda
(source still unexplained). In 1922 this office was
moved two miles southwest to a site on Pine Creek,

and when the Rev. Frakes be-
came postmaster in the summer
of 1929 he had it moved to the
Laurel Fork site of his new
settlement school. On June 1,
1936 it was renamed Frakes.
Rev. Frakes retired as postmas-
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the Indian name for an area feature. Three had more
than one (actual or possible) name derivation. Fifteen
names have not been derived, and three offices have
not been located.

Fifteen names were not those first proposed for their
offices. Twenty seven offices served communities,
neighborhoods, rail stations, or mining camps with
other names. Nine offices had name changes.
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the nucleus of the highly acclaimed Red Bird Mission
and Settlement School. Iowa-born Rev. John Johnson
DeWall was its first director. Over the years it has op-
erated a clinic, hospital, fifteen area churches in five
counties, several schools, manpower training pro-
grams, a community store, and a sales outlet for local
crafts persons.

Several years ago the active Beverly post office was
moved 2 ½ miles from its longtime Cow Fork site to
the mouth of Lawson Branch of Lawson Creek (Ky
66), 1 ½  miles above the Red Bird Hospital.

An Unlocated Post Office
Since John C. Howard’s family name was already in
use in Mason County, Conaway was offered and ac-
cepted for his post office somewhere in the area be-
tween the Cumberland River, Yellow Creek,
Middlesboro, and the Cubage post office. He opened
it on June 14, 1904, but on September 27 he had the
name changed to Institute. By mid October of the
following year it had closed. The Conaway and In-
stitute names also remain underived.

Four Bell County post offices were authorized but
never operated: Sutty, on August 22, 1888 with John
Powers as postmaster-designate. Neither name source
nor location is known. Fuson, in his Bell County his-
tory, refers to but does not locate a Sutty Hill, Neither
has Harry L. Baird’s authorized Primo (November 11,
1915) nor John A. Stewart’s Keerane (June 15, 1918)
been located or name derived. Robert K. Partin’s Par-
ton (sic) post office was officially established on May
13, 1907 but its order was officially rescinded on De-
cember 10.

Conclusion
Twelve of the county’s seventy eight operating post
offices survive. Middleboro’s and Pineville’s serve its
only currently incorporated towns. Twenty four served
viable communities at some time, while nearly all the
others were centered around a rural store, church, and
school, and sometimes a rail station or one or more
mines.

Local/area persons or families accounted for twenty
nine office names. Three offices were named for dis-
tant places while fourteen took the names of local or
nearby features (twelve streams, one church, and one
ford). Four offices had geographic, descriptive, or
locational names. Nine were named for local economic
or other activities, institutions, or companies. One bore
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19. The Heyburn name was applied to this Left Fork station at least by
1921, according to the line’s timetable.

20. The first name proposed for Smith’s Tinsley post office honored an-
other local family the Goodins.

21. Kentucky already had an Ibex post office, in Elliott County.

22. The Nuckles to Beverly name change is said to have been occasioned
by the apparent confusion with the McLean County post office of Nuchols,
established in 1895.

References
Armstrong, (Mrs.) Marianne C., manuscript of a paper

given on January 1, 1942 to the Kentucky Path
Chapter, DAR, in Middlesboro, Ky.

Bell County Centennial: “The Bell County Story 1867-
1967,” Pineville, 1967, n.p.

Bryant, Ron D. on Bell County, in The Kentucky Ency-
clopedia, Lexington: University Press of Kentucky,
1992, P. 69

Cowen, Olen, Postmaster, Cubage, Ky., letter to the
author, April 7, 1880

Eldridge, Donnie L., Pineville, Ky., letters to the au-
thor, April 9 and 22, 1980

Fuson, Henry Harvey, History of Bell County, Kentucky,
New York:

Hobson Book Printers, 1947 (in two volumes)
Gaines, Miriam, et al., WPA manuscripts, ca. 1939
History and Families of Bell County, Paducah, Ky:

Turner Publishing Co., 1994 (passim)
Kincaid, Robert L. The Wilderness Road, Harrogate,

Tenn: Lincoln Memorial University Press, 1955
(originally published in 1947 by Bobbs Merrill Co.,
in their American Trail series) (passim)

Knuckles, (Mrs.) Myrtle of Beverly, Ky., in a letter to
James Taylor Adams and printed by him in an ar-
ticle on the Red Bird Settlement School, in the
Middlesboro Daily News, May 27, 1954, P. 19:1-8

Partin, (Mrs.) Angie, interviewed by Leonard Roberts
at Union College, Barbourville, Ky., 1957

Rennick, Robert M. Kentucky Place Names, Lexing-
ton: University Press of Kentucky, 1984

Report of the Inspector of Mines of Kentucky, 1899
(passim)

Smalling, Landon H. Middlesboro and Before
Middlesboro Was, ca. 1924

South, R.R.(pseudonym for the late Kincaid Herr), “Our
Station Names,” L&N Magazine, September 1949,
P. 15 and October 1949, P. 14

Tipton, J.C. The Cumberland Valley Coal Field and Its
Creators, Middlesboro: The Pinnacle Printery,
1905, n.p.

United States Post Office Department: Site Location
Reports—Bell County, Ky. Post Offices, National
Archives (Washington, D.C.)

Whitfield, B.W., Jr. of Brookside, Ky., letter to the au-
thor, July 7, 1987

Wilson, (Dr.) Edward S. of Pineville, Ky. interviewed
by the author, November 27, 1978

La Posta Backnumbers
Backnumbers of La Posta may be pur-
chased from:

 Sherry Straley
2214 Arden Way #199

Sacramento, CA 95825.

An index of all backnumbers through Vol-
ume 28 has been completed by Daniel Y.
Meschter and is available on the La Posta
website at www.la-posta.com.

To order backnumbers call  Sherry at 916-
359-1898, fax 916-359-1963 or send her an
E-mail at collectibles@4agent.org.



40 Whole Number 224

Mail from a Double-Ace
Fighter Pilot

by Bob Collins
Sometimes in the course of one’s collecting career,
patience, vigilance, and a watchful eye can pay off.
Such was the case for Bob Collins when he found the
1952 Korean APO cover illustrated in this article. It
not only had the return address and signature of a fa-
mous American fighter pilot, “Gabby Gabreski,” but
contained a letter of condolence to a deceased pilot’s
wife and a photograph of her receiving his medals.
Always on the look-out for Korean wartime usages,
Collins “found” the cover through an auction he hap-
pened upon by accident, where a number of Gabreski’s
mementos were up for bid. Competition was stiff from
Air Force collectors, but Collins persisted and was able
to add this cover to his collection. Through eBay, he
also obtained original, signed photographs of Gabreski
in WWII. He researched the pilot to provide text for
an album page, and we modified his text for this ar-
ticle. La Posta encourages collectors to share their
special finds with other readers in this manner. —
Editor

Colonel “Gabby” Gabreski was a flying legend, and
was known for many years as “America’s Greatest
Living Ace.”  He was one of the few Double Aces of
both World War II and Korea. Francis S. “Gabby”
Gabreski grew up in Oil City, Pennsylvania, in the
early 1900s. A son of Polish immigrants, he spent his
youth working in his parent’s family run grocery store.
Gabreski never dreamed of flying at that point but
apparently the spark was planted in his mind when he
went to the Cleveland, Ohio, Air Races in 1932. He
graduated from high school in 1938 and fulfilled his
parents wish that their children go to college when he
enrolled at Notre Dame. He had not been a great stu-
dent in high school and the hard studying at the col-
lege level overwhelmed him and he almost didn’t pass
his first year. While at college he got interested in fly-
ing thinking it would be a great way to get back and
forth from home in Oil City to Notre Dame College.
He took flying lessons from Homer Stockert who ran
a flying service but even after several hours of prac-
tice Gabreski just could not get the hang of flying. At
this time the War in Europe was raging and while
Gabreski was in his second year at Notre Dame, Army
Air Force recruiters visited the school and several of

his friends talked him into going with them to listen to
the talk. He was apparently impressed because he en-
listed and reported for his physical in Pittsburgh in
July of 1940.

Gabby was sent to East St. Louis for training at a ci-
vilian school, Parks Air College, where they flew
Stearman PT-17 biplanes and Fairchild PT-19 low wing
monoplanes but he didn’t do well in his pilot training
and was about to be “washed out” but was given one
last chance. During that flight he convinced his new
instructor that he could indeed become a pilot. In No-
vember of 1940 he finally completed his primary flight
training.

Gabby was sent to Gunther Army Air Base near Mont-
gomery, Alabama, to enter his basic flight training.
This base, unlike the earlier Parks Air College, was a
regular Army Air Force Base so everyone knew they
were in the military. The cadets flew the Vultee BT-13
which was so noisy the cadets called it the “Vultee
Vibrator.” They now learned to fly by instruments by
having a hood placed over the cockpit. Here the class
saw their first death when a pilot bailed out of his spin-
ning plane and the propeller chopped his legs off and
he bled to death on his way down.

Figure 1  “Gabby” Gabreski, Pilot in both WWII
and Korea
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After basic pilot training the remaining pilots in the
class moved to Maxwell Field for advanced training
flying the AT-6 Texan. This was a bigger and more
powerful plane with a radio and retractable landing
gear, and it was quiet to fly. Gabby graduated from
here in March of 1940 and was commissioned as a
second lieutenant with his proud parents and home-
town friends attending the ceremony.

The first duty assignment was Hawaii,
flying fighter planes. Gabby and some
twenty other new pilots were assigned
to Wheeler Field on Oahu. Here they
flew P-40s and P-36s and some even
flew the old obsolete P-26 Peashooters
which were great to fly. He almost
crashed the first time he flew the P-40
because he was not used to the powerful
(1000+ horsepower) motor. The pilots
flew an average of 30 hours a month but
never went higher then 10,000 feet be-
cause they didn’t have oxygen equip-
ment. Many hours were spent on the
beaches or at the officers club, and it was
at the officers-only beach where Gabby
met Kay Cochrane, the niece of an Army
colonel. They began dating in late 1941.

Gabby and Kay had a slight falling out on December
6, 1941 and Gabby went to bed worrying about his
girlfriend and their relationship. He awoke on Decem-
ber 7, 1941 to the sound of explosions but his first
thought was still about Kay. He went out and saw gray
monoplanes with red circles flying overhead. His
squadron was able to get ten planes ready to fly and
Gabby was selected to fly one. Flying over Pearl Har-
bor they saw the carnage below and were fired upon
by AA crews shooting at anything in the sky. They
searched for the Japanese for about 45 minutes but
were unable to locate any of the invading Japanese
planes.

After the attack on Pearl Harbor many people’s lives
were changed and Gabby was no exception. He and
his girlfriend Kay became engaged shortly before she
and the rest of the military dependents left for the
mainland. Gabby and the rest of the pilots spent their
time cleaning up the airfields and flying patrol which
quickly wore out men and planes. They received new
planes, P-40 E’s and Bell P-39 Airacobras.

Gabby had strong feelings about the war in Europe
especially after the German invasion of Poland. Since
Gabby spoke fluent Polish, he got the idea of trying to
transfer into one of the Polish units flying for the RAF.
In September of 1942 he flew on Pan Am’s flying clip-
per to San Francisco, then on to Chicago in a DC-3,
and then took a train to Washington, DC. After talking
over his plans of flying for a Polish unit in the RAF
with people in the Pentagon, he visited Kay and his
family, was promoted to Captain and shipped out to
England.

Figure 2 Gabreski in his Thunderbolt during WWII

Figure 3  Col. Gabreski in his plane with the 56th Fighter Group
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and on June 6th he led fighter sweeps over the beaches.
On July 5th he scored his 28th victory making him
Americas leading ace.

With his 28 air victories and 193 missions he was due
for a trip back to the States. While waiting for his
plane to take off to the States he found out a mission
was scheduled that morning so he took his bags off
the plane and talked his way into flying one more
mission. During a strafing run he got too low and his
propeller hit the ground bending it, and he crash landed
in a wheat field. After several days on the run he was
captured by the Germans. He was interrogated by the
well known Harms Scharff who was known as “The
Master Interrogator.” Gabby was held in Stalag Luft
I, a camp holding allied air officers, and lived in one
of the 20-man shacks surrounded by barbed wire. The
food was bad and scarce but the men kept their spirits

As many of us who have served in the military have
found out, when one arrives at a new post there is the
chance people at your new post have no idea what
you are doing there. This is what happened to Gabby.
Luckily he met some Polish flyers in London’s Em-
bassy Club and asked for their help. Gabby had intro-
duced himself in Polish and the pilots were so im-
pressed with him they promised to help him. He was
later assigned to the 315th Squadron.

Gabby was now flying with the 315th Polish Squad-
ron which flew the brand new Spitfire Mark IXs. Be-
sides the regular RAF camouflage, these planes
sported the red and white Polish checkerboard insig-
nia. They outperformed the P-40 Gabby was used to.
They had more horsepower, flew faster, were super-
charged, had radios, and were equipped with oxygen
masks. Gabby flew his first mission on January 1943
escorting bombers to Le Havre, France. When he later
saw action for the first time, he got so excited that he
didn’t even see and shoot at the German plane right
in front of him. From this lesson he learned quickly
to stay calm in combat. He flew another 25 missions
with the Poles but had no other contact with the
Luftwaffe.

On February 27, 1943 Gabby rejoined the U.S. Eighth
Air Force 56th Fighter Group and started flying P-47
Thunderbolts. The thing that struck him about this
airplane was the immense size of the fighter. Gabby
found that despite the large size and weight the P-47
was a nice handling plane with a smooth-roaring ra-
dial engine, eight 50 cal. Machine guns, and great
speed in a dive.

The 56th was based at Horsham St. Faith northeast of
London and Gabby flew his first mission with this
group in April. By May they had seen some combat
with pilots scoring kills and some being shot down
but Gabby still had not made a kill. He damaged his
first FW-109 on May 15, 1943 but that was it for that
month. Shortly after, due to a movement of person-
nel, he was promoted to the rank of Major and was
assigned as Group Executive Officer. Many years later
Gabby still could recall the shock of that unexpected
honor. He led his squadron with skill but victories
still eluded him. However, all of his frustrations came
to an end when on December 11, 1943 he and his
squadron were involved in a large air battle with the
Germans. His group assisted the D-Day operations Figure 4  The UN Korean offensive of fall 1950 fea-

tured X Corps landings at Inchon followed by pursuit
of the North Korean army well north of the 38th Par-
allel. (Source: Ferrell and Natkiel, Atlas of American
History, p. 156.
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from the Air Force in 1967 he worked at several other
jobs and lived in retirement in Long Island, passing
away on January 31, 2002.

One of the inevitable duties of leadership during war-
time is the sad task of informing families when one of
their loved ones is killed. This was the case for the
cover shown in figure 6. It has a typed return address
of Colonel Francis S. Gabreski, Headquarters, 51st

Fighter Interceptor Wing, APO 970-(Taegu) c/o Post-
master, San Francisco, California. Gabreski’s signa-
ture is above his name. The envelope is addressed to
Mrs. John H. Laskey of Cambridge, Massachusetts,
and postmarked ARMY AIR FORCE POSTAL SER-
VICE/APO 970 (Taegu) on April 22, 1952. Enclosed
was a condolence letter dated April 21, 1952 to the

up by listening to clandestine radios and the war news.
They were finally liberated by the Russians who
treated them very well.

Gabby was still in the Air Force when the Korean
War came along and naturally he was able to worm
his way into the action. He shot down his first MiG
while flying the Sabre Jet with the 4th Fighter Wing.
Later, after being transferred to the 51st Fighter Wing,
he shot down his 5th MiG in April of 1952 becoming
a double ace. He and other commanders participated
in clandestine missions across the Yalu River into
Manchuria. At that time the Air force had a policy
that when a pilot reached 100 missions during his year-
long Korean war tour he didn’t fly anymore. On the
Operations office wall there was a large board that
had the pilots names and
the number of missions
flown for everyone to see.
A pilot friend of Gabby’s
who had come to Korea at
the same time noticed one
day that his missions were
building up while Gabby’s
were staying the same, al-
though they were both fly-
ing the same number of
missions together. It turned
out that because Gabby
was getting close to the
100-mission limit and still
had two months do go on
his tour he told the clerk
not to mark his missions on
the board any longer. Such
was his will to be up fly-
ing with his men in com-
bat. He ended his Korean
War service with credit for
6.5 kills. After retiring

Figure 5 Letter of Condolence to Mrs.
Laskey (above).

Figure 6 Cover with Gabreski’s typed
return address and signature at APO
970 (Taegu) postmarked APO 60,
April 22, 1952 (Suwon)
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widow of  fighter pilot, John Laskey, who had crashed
and was killed while returning from a combat mission
during the Korean War (figure 5). The cover bears a
postmark of APO #60, dated April 22, 1952, which
was located at Suwon while the return address is from
APO #970, Taegu. The letter is beautifully written,
and speaks eloquently of a man who served his coun-
try with an extraordinary passion for what he did best.

Reference: Gabby: A Fighter Pilot’s Life,  Gabreski,
Francis S. and Carl Molesworth, 1991.

Figure 7  Air Force photo of Mrs. Laskey receiving her
husband’s medals.
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Chasing the Presidente Sarmiento:
Love letters trail the last voyage of the Argentine naval training frigate

Figure 1 The Argentine naval training frigate Presidente Sarmiento, on July 1937

©Copyright reserved 2007 by Jorge Vega-Rivera

A three-mast frigate, the Presidente Sarmiento had 21
sails with a total surface area of 24,000 square feet. It
traveled at a top speed of 13 knots and was manned by
a crew of 275, plus 31 officers and 40 naval cadets.
As an official ambassador of goodwill, the frigate was
visited by foreign military leaders, ministers, diplo-
mats and royalty at every port of call. Among these,
were the German Kaiser Wilhelm II, the Russian Czar
Nicholas II, England’s King Edward VII and King
Alfonso XII of Spain. It even participated in the inau-
guration of the Panama Canal in 1914. The Presidente
Sarmiento conducted 37 international training voyages
around the world between 1899 and 1938.

During its last voyage, which took place from April
19 until November 10, 1938, the Presidente Sarmiento
circumnavigated the entire Atlantic ocean, calling at
Santos (Brazil), San Juan (Puerto Rico), Cartagena
(Colombia), Cristobal (Panama), New Orleans (Loui-
siana), Havana (Cuba), Charleston (South Carolina),
San Miguel de los Azores (Azores Is.), Bordeaux
(France), Lisbon (Portugal), Casablanca (Morocco),
Santa Cruz de Tenerife (Canary Is.), Dakar (Senegal)
and finally La Plata (Argentina), traveling a total of
19,183 miles. Sadly, two seamen died during the voy-
age, as one drowned on a Colombian beach and an-
other fell from starboard while approaching the Por-
tuguese coast under bad weather conditions.

By Jorge Vega-Rivera

Bewitched by the markings on a 1938 redirected
cover, I suddenly realized they revealed an
intriguing journey half way around the world

from San Juan, Puerto Rico, to Portugal, and then to
Argentina. First by air and then by sea, the cover zig-
zagged across the Atlantic, landing on three continents
before reaching its destiny: a naval officer on board
the Argentine training frigate Presidente Sarmiento.
Amazingly, in the midst of researching the trail of this
captivating cover, I discovered a previous correspon-
dence, leading me towards a deeper understanding of
the human aspect of this postal story.

The Fragata Escuela Presidente Sarmiento was the
first training vessel of the Argentine navy. Its construc-
tion began in Great Britain on July 1896, by Laird
Brothers of Birkenhead, and was launched on August
31, 1897. Test maneuvers at sea were initiated on May
19, 1898, and five days later weapons were tested for
the first time. On June 30, the Argentine flag was offi-
cially raised on the Presidente Sarmiento and finally,
with Lieutenant Commander Enrique Thorne at the
helm, the training frigate left Liverpool for Buenos
Aires, Argentina, on July 14, 1898.
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Figure 2 The 19,183 miles of
the Fragata Escuela Presidente
Sarmiento’s last voyage, from
April to November 1938.

Figure 3 This cover was meant to follow the Presidente Sarmiento through
the Caribbean leg of the route, but missed it by two weeks.

The naval training frigate Presidente
Sarmiento arrived at San Juan harbor
from Santos, Brazil, on May 24, 1938,
after bordering the northeastern tip of
South America. The frigate had just
initiated its last training run, leaving
La Plata, Argentina, on April 19. It had
reached Puerto Rico after navigating
a little over 4,108 miles. On May 25th,
the crew of the U.S. Coast Guard cut-
ter Unalga joined in for the ceremo-
nies with full regalia. Afterwards, the
members of the Presidente
Sarmiento’s crew were declared
guests of honor by the mayor of San
Juan, and participated in an official
act honoring those who had fallen
during World War I.

The men of the Presidente Sarmiento
had spent 35 days at sea before call-
ing at San Juan harbor. So, in an ef-
fort to find some rest and relaxation
on a beautiful Caribbean island, the
ship’s purser, Juan Picasso, must have
met a young Puerto Rican lady named
Iris Rivera, who lived with her fam-
ily in a modest house a few miles from
the marina. Apparently, a special
friendship developed between Picasso
and Ms. Rivera during this time.
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Figure 4 The second letter to Juan Picasso was expected to reach
the Presidente Sarmiento at Lisbon, but the frigate had left Portugal
almost a month earlier and was then docked at Dakar, Senegal, the
last port of its journey.

However, on June 1st, after nine days in
San Juan, the frigate was ready to leave
the island. With an impressive 21-gun
farewell which was answered by the bat-
tery of El Morro castle, the Presidente
Sarmiento was en route to Cartagena,
Colombia. This meant that Picasso
would be at sea for the next five months,
so the relationship needed to be pursued
long distance through the mail.

One of these letters (figure 3) was posted
by Ms. Rivera on June 17, 1938. Sent to
Cartagena via surface mail, it paid the 3
cent Pan American treaty rate, in effect
since April 1, 1932. It was meant to reach
Juan Picasso on board the Presidente
Sarmiento, already “En navegación”
(“in navigation” or “sailing”) which is
the reason it was endorsed with the
French phrase “A faire suivre”, meaning
“to follow”. With these instructions, the
letter’s first stop was at Curacao on June
23, 1938, before arriving at Cartagena,
Colombia, a week later. Unfortunately,
Ms. Rivera must have miscalculated the
ship’s itinerary, as the Presidente
Sarmiento had departed from Cartagena
on June 14, three days before the letter
had been posted at San Juan.

The letter remained in Cartagena for al-
most two weeks, until authorities redi-
rected it to Cuba, another treaty coun-
try, thinking that it could meet the frigate there. Re-
grettably, the letter again missed the Presidente
Sarmiento which had left Havana six days earlier and,
at this point, was at South Carolina’s Charleston sea-
port. The following day, the letter was forwarded yet
again, this time from Havana to Buenos Aires, Ar-
gentina, where it would wait for the frigate’s even-
tual return. Arriving on September 22, while the
Presidente Sarmiento was at Casablanca (Morocco),
it was stamped with the boxed naval post office mark-
ing “EXPEDICION AL EXTERIOR / CORREO
CENTRAL”, to indicate that the frigate was away on
a foreign expedition, presumably to have it follow
the frigate’s course again (!) or to hold it there for
delivery upon the ship’s return.

Undoubtedly, since a timely response to her letter had
not been received, Ms. Rivera sent another letter on
September 29 (figure 4). This one, however, was sent
to Lisbon, Portugal, hoping that the Presidente
Sarmiento would still be there when the letter arrived.
It was endorsed via airmail but, since there was no
regular transatlantic airmail service at the time, the
cover could only be flown domestically within the
United States to Miami on Pan American Airway’s
FAM route 6, and then transferred to another flight
headed for New York’s exchange office.

From there on, the letter traveled via surface mail to
Portugal, with which there was no special postal treaty.
So, given the letter’s 13-cent franking, it is unlikely
that it paid the required postage correctly. It appears
that the correct franking should have covered a 10
cent airmail charge, plus a 5 cent UPU surface rate to
Portugal. However, it is possible that the San Juan
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boxed “RIO SANTIAGO” marking in blue. On the sec-
ond week of November, it was finally delivered to Juan
Picasso along with Ms. Iris Rivera’s previous letter and,
who knows, perhaps there were more!

Although this was its last international voyage, the
Fragata Escuela Presidente Sarmiento continued to
train cadets locally and around the coasts of South
America until 1961. On December 1962, the frigate was
transformed into a museum ship of the Argentine armed
forces.
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portovega8@yahoo.com

post office clerk made the mistake of “extending”
the 3 cent PUAS rate to Portugal, perhaps because of
its geographic proximity to Spain, also in the Iberian
peninsula.

Evidently, Ms. Rivera again misjudged her chances
of reaching Picasso because the Presidente Sarmiento
had left Portugal almost a month before, and was al-
ready on its way back to Argentina when the letter
arrived at Lisbon on October 10. The cover bears the
handstamp of Argentina’s General Consulate in Por-
tugal, which seems to indicate that it was delivered
there by the Portuguese post office in an effort to
accommodate the sender’s request to follow the frig-
ate, which was essentially a diplomatic entity.

 A couple of days later, the consulate must have given
instructions to have it redirected to Argentina’s
Ministerio de Marina (Naval Ministry) in Buenos
Aires, which was done free of charge as the UPU
surface rate had already been paid. It arrived on No-
vember 1 and was re-dispatched to Puerto Belgrano,
Argentina’s main naval base. Authorities at Puerto
Belgrano, aware that the Presidente Sarmiento would
arrive at La Plata, redirected it one last time to the
Río Santiago naval base where it was stamped with a

Figure 5 The training frigate in navigation.
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Owyhee County,
Idaho,

Post Offices

By Richard W. Helbock

Part 2: Silver City

Competition for dominance be-
tween Silver City and nearby
Ruby City was described in

the first part of this article. By early
1867 most of the buildings and resi-
dents that had gathered in Ruby had
been relocated a mile or so up Jordan
Creek to form the nucleus of the new
Owyhee county seat.

Silver City occupies a site in the nar-
row valley of Jordan Creek at an el-
evation of over 6,100 feet. Terrain rises sharply on
both sides of the valley to peaks over 7,000 feet and
level land is at a premium (figure 11). The camp had
three main streets—Washington, Jordan and Morning
Star. These ran parallel to Jordan Creek and they were
intersected by shorter streets running up the hillsides
to residential areas.

Mildretta Adams describes the young boom town thus:

Washington Street became the principle street in Sil-
ver City, and later had a solid line of business houses
on both sides. In August, 1866, a large rock building,
30 by 60 feet was erected, on the west side of Wash-
ington Street. It was first of several fireproof build-
ings that composed what later became known as the
Granite Block. Jordan Street had all frame buildings

its entire length, some
were business houses,
livery stables and black-
smith shops, and the less
desirable element the
red-light district, con-
centrated in the vicinity
of Long Gulch. China
town was located on the
south end of Jordan
Street.1

One of the first important
buildings in Silver City
was the Idaho Hotel.
Originally established in
Ruby City, the three-
story high Idaho was
physically moved to a
site on Jordan Street in
December 1866. Once
there, the facility was en-
larged and upgraded. The

Figure 10 An 1866 lithograph by P. F. Castleman depicted the Silver City
mining camp as it appeared to him in the autumn of that year.  (Idaho
Historical Society)

Figure 11 A topographic map and recent Google Earth satellite image depict Silver City
in the Jordan Creek Valley. Note the identification of the site of Ruby City on the
topographic map. The sattelite image is an oblique view with a vertical exaggeration of
three to one. The arrow indicates the location of the Idaho Hotel.
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visitors to the Owyhee during the summer season.
La Posta readers wishing to see first-hand the sights
of Silver City and stay in the historic Idaho may es-
tablish direct contact with the proprietors by visiting
http://www.historicsilvercityidaho.com/.

Some statements in the literature describing early days
in Silver City suggest that the camp and its surround-
ings had a population of over two thousand, but a re-
cent report by the Idaho State Historical Society3 casts
considerable doubt on those claims.

An September 1863 census of Owyhee mining camps
found a total population of about 640. Ruby City was
the largest camp, but it had a population of only about
250 in February 1864. Silver City had no population
until later in 1864, and, after six years of growth, the
Census of 1870 counted only 599 people living in Sil-
ver City—118 of whom were Chinese. There were ad-
ditional people living in camps on War Eagle Moun-
tain and nearby stream valleys but the total reported
for the entire Silver City mining district was only 986.

Silver City’s population declined to 593 in the Census
of 1880 with the closing of several War Eagle mines
and dropped to just 433 in 1890. Large scale produc-
tion was begun by Florida Mountain’s Trade Dollar
and Dewey mines in 1892 bringing a new era of pros-
perity to the Silver City District, but the Census of

1900 counted a
population of only
976 for the entire
area. That number
declined to just 477
living in both Dewey
and Silver City in
1910, and popula-
tions continued to
decline after that
time.

No doubt the popula-
tion varied—prob-
ably wildly at
times—in the early
day Owyhee mining
camps, but is it logi-
cal to assume that
every attempt at con-
ducting an actual
enumeration of the

Idaho quickly became the most highly regarded hotel
in the Owyhees . According to the Owyhee Avalanche
in 1875:

The culinary department is first class. Tables always
supplied with the best of everything that can be pro-
cured in the market. Establishment is supplied with
an abundance of pure springwater for all uses, both
day and night.

The bar is supplied with none but the very best brands
of wines, liquors and cigars. The Idaho Hotel is con-
veniently situated, being near the Wells Fargo &
Company’s Express Office, Moore & Company’s
Bank, the Telegraph Office and has the office of the
Northwestern Stage Co. on the premises. Stages ar-
rive and depart daily for the railroad and all points in
the territory.2

Figure 12 presents an August 1895 view of Silver
City. The Idaho Hotel (indicated by an arrow) was
the first prominent building encountered by travel-
lers arriving from the north “just on your left as you
cross the bridge and drive up a steep grade into
town.” The Idaho, like almost all of Silver City, was
eventually closed and abandoned, but in 1972—after
40 years of neglect—it was acquired by a man with
a love for the past who painstakingly worked to re-
store it. Today the Idaho Hotel once again welcomes

Figure 12 Silver City was still a bustling little town in 1895 when this photograph was taken.
The view looks northeast across the town with the Idaho Hotel indicated by an arrow.
Washington Street is the nearest north-south road in the photo. (Idaho Historical Society)
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district population would grossly undercount the num-
ber of residents?

We live in an era of extreme hyperbole when every-
thing seems to need to be the biggest, fastest, scariest
and most amazing. Popular media bombards us con-
tinually with messages promoting this or that new gew-
gaw, event or politician. It is entirely logical that this
tendency toward exaggeration should creep into our
descriptions of historic places, but understanding why
it has happened does not make it right.

Frankly, this author fails to understand why someone
would need to exaggerate the number of early day resi-
dents of Silver City. Does the fact that Silver City had
a population of only five or six hundred at its peak make
the place any less fascinating than if it had the claimed
“approximately 2,500”?

SILVER CITY POSTAL HISTORY

The Post Office Department approved the change of
name from Ruby City to Silver City on February 5,
1867, but it was several months before the office was
physically relocated to Silver City. On May 16th Post-
master Clemmens opened the Silver City post office in
his new Book and Confectionary Store at Maize’s Point
on Washington Street.

Postmasters didn’t stay long in the job during the early
years. Six different men held the job before 1870 (table
1). It wasn’t until Edward Moore became postmaster
on June 8, 1874, that an era of permanence settled
into the position. Moore operated a stationery and va-
riety store and the post office was a natural fit for his
business. He retained the postmastership until 1889.
In 1885 Moore received a compensation of $522.84
for his work during the previous year.

In 1908 Asher A. Getchell became the Silver City post-
master. Getchell operated a drugstore in Silver City at
the time and thanks to Mildretta Adams, we have both
a photo of Mr. Getchell in his office (figure 13) and an
image showing a crowd of local mail patrons await-
ing the stage outside Getchell’s Drugstore (figure 14).

Myrtle Shea succeeded Getchell in June 1915 and
became Silver City’s longest serving postmaster. She
held the job until December 1936, and, since the long
slow decline toward ghost town status had already
begun when she assumed the position, it must have
been a fairly quiet 21 years.Table 1 Silver City Postmasters

Figure 13 Postmaster Asher A. Getchell in his office
circa 1910. (Source: Adams, page 68)
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Mail delivery to and from Silver City was made via
daily stage from the railroad. Figure 15 shows a por-
tion of the 1884 Postal Route Map of Idaho depicting
the stage route from the rail station at Walters on the
Snake River through Reynolds and on to Silver City.

Notes
 1 Adams, Sagebrush Post offices, p.32

 2 Owyhee Avalanche, April 27, 1875, as quoted in
Adams, p. 39

 3 Reference Series Population Of 1864-1910 Silver
City, September 1995, Idaho State Historical Soci-
ety, http://www.idahohistory.net/
Reference%20Series/1124.pdf

Figure 14 Postal patrons congregate in front of the Silver City post
office at Getchell’s Drugstore awaiting the arrival of the mail stage,
circa 1910. (Source: Adams, p. 70.)

Figure 15 The mail route to Silver City operated from
Walters on the railroad seven times a week as shown on
this portion of the 1884 Post Route Map of Idaho.

Surviving postmarks from Silver City are
not particularly scarce in today’s postal
history market although examples dating
from the 1880s and earlier are quite desir-
able. Although there has--as yet--been no
attempt to catalogue the various types of
postmarks used at the office, quite a few
different styles are represented in the Post-
mark Collectors Club Collection.

The office had a very long history and 20th
century examples are commonlyseen in
bourses and auctions. Figure 16 illustrates
a triple circle postmark with integral killer
dating from 1878, and figure 17 shows a
double circle handstamp that dates from
1883.

Figure 16 (Courtesy of Bob Omberg)

Figure 17 (Postmark Collectors Club Collection)



  May 2007                                         53

Early U.S. Post Office Efforts to Accelerate Mail Delivery to Europe and Locations
Beyond Using Overseas Airmail Services

With a Little Help from Our Friends

By Richard W. Helbock

Part 2

1928: A Second European Gateway Becomes
Available
The January 1928 Monthly Supplement once again
restated the growing list of nations to which acceler-
ated service had become available by using the Lon-
don to Continent air service provided by the postal
administration of Great Britain. For the first time this
information appears in tabular form and the various
airmail routes were assigned numbers rather than sim-
ply arranged in lettered
paragraphs. This change,
while not dramatic, no
doubt rendered the details
listing of destinations,
times and fees more easily
understood by both postal
employees and the public.

A restatement of the Lon-
don to Continent service
appeared in the April
Monthly Supplement pro-
viding details of the ex-
panded summer season.
Tables 4 and 5 summarize
the London mail closing
times, route numbers, air
surcharge fees and obser-
vations of service available
to the numerous nations in
Europe, West Africa and
Southwest Asia that could
benefit from this acceler-
ated mail delivery. Map 4
illustrates the numbered
London to Continent air
routes cited in the April
1928 Supplement.

Figure 14 illustrates a
cover postmarked Detroit,
Michigan, on June 23,
1928. Addressed to Zurich,

Switzerland, it is franked with a 10¢ Lindbergh air
and 3¢ Lincoln paying the 8 cent air surcharge for
transport to the New York exchange office and the 5¢
surface transport to Switzerland. The sender would
have had to pay an additional four cents to have the
letter forwarded by air from London to Switzerland,
but it is doubtful that the additional air service would
have accelerated delivery.

MAP 4
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TABLE 4 LONDON TO CONTINENT AIR MAIL SERVICE AS ANNOUNCED IN APRIL 1928 BY U.S. POD

Mail Closes at 
Air Fee (additional 

Country 
London GPO 

Route to ordinary Observations 
postage) 

5:45AM daily Routes 11 & 14; from Next day service to 
Austria (unless noted) Berlin by train 6¢ per ounce Vienna, Salzburg & 

lnnsbruck 

Belgium 8:15AM 
Route 6 

4¢ per ounce 
Same afternoon for 
Brussels & Antwerp 

Bulgaria 11 AM 
Route 3; from Paris by 

8¢ per ounce 
3rd morning after dispatch 

night train for Sophia 

Czechoslovakia 5:45AM 
Routes 11 & 14; from 

6¢ per ounce 
Prague next morning 

Berlin by train 

Danzig 5:45AM 
Routes 11 & 14; from 

4¢ per ounce 
Danzig next morning 

Berlin by train 

Denmark 6:45AM 
Route 11; from Hamburg 

6¢ per ounce 
Copenhagen next morning 

by night train 

Estonia 5:45AM Routes 11 & 14 12¢ per ounce Tallium next afternoon 

Finland 6:45AM 
Route 11; from Hamburg 

12¢ per ounce 
He lsi ngfors next afternoon 

by night train 

France 6:45AM Route 1 4¢ per ounce Paris same afternoon 

Germany 6:45AM Routes 6 or 11 4¢ per ounce 
Cologne same afternoon; 

Berlin next morning 

Greece 11AM Route 3; from Paris by 
8¢ per ounce 

Accelerated delivery 
Tuesday & Thursday night train 

Holland 6:15AM Route 11 4¢ per ounce 
Amsterdam & Rotterdam 

same afternoon 

Hungary 5:45AM 
Routes 11 & 14; from 

6¢ per ounce 
Budapest next afternoon 

Berlin by nigth train or evening 

Italy 6:15AM 
Route 1 or 3;from Paris 

6¢ per ounce 
Accelerated delivery 

by train 

Me mel 5:45AM Routes 11 & 14 12¢ per ounce Memel next day 

Norway 6:15AM 
Route 11; from Hamburg 

6¢ per ounce 
Oslo 2nd morning after 

by night train dispatch 

Poland 5:45AM 
Routes 11 & 14; from 

6¢ per ounce 
Warsaw next day 

Berlin by nigth train 

Rumania 5:45AM 
Routes 11 & 14; from 

5¢ per ounce 
Bucharest evening of 2nd 

Berlin by nigth train day after dispatch 

Spain 11AM 
Route 3; from Paris by 

4¢ per ounce 
night train 

Route 11; from Hamburg 
Malmo next morning; 

Sweden 6:15AM 6¢ per ounce Stockholm 2nd evening 
by night train 

after dispatch 

Switzerland 11AM 
Route 3; from Paris by 

4¢ per ounce 
train 

Turkey 11AM 
Route 3; from Paris by 

8¢ per ounce 
night train 

Yugoslavia 6:15AM Route 1 or 3;from Paris 
8¢ per ounce 

Accelerated delivery 
by train 
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TABLE 5 LONDON TO AFRICA AND ASIA AIR MAIL SERVICE AS ANNOUNCED IN APRIL 1928 BY U.S. POD

Country of Mail Closes at 
Air Fee (Additional 

Destination London GPO 
Route to ordinary Observations 

postage) 

6PM 
Ordinary mail to Toulouse; 

Tangier & Casablanca 2nd 

Route 16 from Toulouse 
evening or 3rd moming after 

North Africa (French 8¢ up to ~ ounce; 16¢ up dispatch 

Morocco, Tangier, to 3~ ounces; 8¢ each 

Tetuan & Larache) additional 3~ ounces or 
fraction. 

Route 1 from Paris & 
6:15AM 

To overtake dispatch of 
Route 16 from Toulouse previous evening 

6PM 
Ordinary mail to Toulouse; 

20¢ up to ~ounce; 24¢ Route 16 from Toulouse 
West Africa (French up to one ounce; 32¢ up 

Guinea, Senegal, to 3~ ounces; 40¢ up to 7 
Gambia, Belgian Congo ounces; 12¢ each 

Dakar 4 days (gain 6-9 days) 

& Sierra Leone) additional 3~ ounces or 
6:15AM Route 1 from Paris & fraction. 

each Thursday Route 16 from Toulouse 

West Africa (Belgian 
Belgian packet to Boma; 

Leopoldvilleapproximately 18-

Congo & French 6¢ per ounce 
19 days (gain of 1-2 days); 

Equatorial Africa) Route 20 from Boma and all other places in Belgian 
& French Congo 23-25 days. 

India (Northwest) 6PM 
Ordinary to Egypt; Route 

Karachi 14 days (gain of 2 
each Thursday 

17 from Gaza to Basra; 12¢ per ounce 
from Basra by sea 

days) 

Iraq 6PM 
Ordinary to Egypt; Route Bagdad 7 days (gain of 16 

each Thursday 
17 from Gaza to Bagdad 6¢ per ounce days); Basra 7% days (gain of 

or Basra 13 days) 

Ordinary to Egypt; Route Isfahan about 10 days; 

Persia 6PM 17 from Gaza to Bagdad connects with fast Saturday 
each Thursday or Basra; from there by 

6¢ per ounce 
steamer or slower Sunday 

ordinary services steamer to Gulf ports 
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Figure 14 This cover was postmarked June 3, 1928, in Detroit. The 13-
cent franking paid the 8 cent surcharge for domestic air mail to New York
and the 5 cent international surface mail route to Europe. No additional
air mail service was desired.

Onward Air Mail Service from
France
The June 1928 Monthly Supplement announced that
US postal patrons could henceforth take advantage
of accelerated airmail service within and beyond Eu-
rope through France.
The announcement di-
rected that:

Mail matter intended
for dispatch by the
above-mentioned air
mail service should
have affixed blue la-
bels reading, “Par
avion—By air mail”
and be marked in ad-
dition “From France.”
However, until a sup-
ply of the said labels
(now available) can
be secured from the
Fourth Assistant Post-
master General, Divi-
sion of Equipment
and Supplies, the ar-
ticles should in all
cases be marked in
the upper left-hand
corner of the enve-
lopes or covers with
the words “By air
mail (par avion) from
France.

The announcement went on to provide
details of a series of numbered French
air routes then operating in Europe and
along the west coast of Africa as far
south as Dakar. These routes are sum-
marized here in table 6 and illustrated
on maps 5 and 6.

Attention should be drawn to the fact
that the air surcharges applicable to
mail forwarded through France are
based on one-half ounce weights rather
than the per ounce rates listed from
London. While it is true that some air
surcharges were lower if a cover was
sent through Paris rather than Lon-
don—one cent per half ounce versus
four cents per ounce to Brussels—the
variance in weights undoubtedly added
to the confusion over calculating

proper franking. A revised table of air rates from
France stating surcharges on the basis of an ounce
was published in the July Monthly Supplement.

TABLE 6 FRANCE ONWARD AIR MAIL SERVICE AS ANNOUNCED IN JUNE 1928 BY U.S. POD
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Equator 

European 
Air Mail Service from France 

June 1928 
- Route 15 Paris to London 
- Route 17 Paris to Berlin 
- Route 18 Paris to Amsterdam 
- Route 19 Paris to Amsterdam 
- Route 20 Paris to Warsaw 
- Route 21 Paris to Constantinople 

350 700 mliEIS 

350 700 kilometers 

Map 5 

Map 6 
African Air Mail 

Service from France 
June 1928 

- Route 7 Antibes - Tunis 
- Route 8 Toulouse - Casablanca 
- Route 9 Marseille - Casablanca 
- Route 10 Toulouse - Dakar 
- Route 11 Marseille - Dakar 
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Figure 15 shows a cover postmarked
San Jose, California, August 15, 1929,
addressed to Germany. Although not
endorsed “By air mail (par avion) from
France” as stipulated in the Monthly
Supplement, it does bear a blue Par
Avion/By Air Mail label and is prop-
erly franked with 13 cents postage pay-
ing four cents US domestic air surcharge
plus five cents surface post to Europe
plus four cents air surcharge from Paris
to Germany. The PARIS-GARE du
NORD forwarding mark and boxed
German routing mark via Stuttgart in-
dicates that it was provided air service
through France.

The cover shown in figure 16 was
mailed from Saint Paul, Minnesota, on
December 15, 1930. Addressed to a pro-
fessor at a college near Istanbul, it was
handstamped “Via Air Mail” and en-
dorsed “London to Cont.” The 15 cents
postage paid a four cent US domestic
air surcharge, the five cent surface rate
to Europe and six cents air surcharge
from Paris to Istanbul for a letter weigh-
ing less than half an ounce. A series of
fortuitous transit backstamps show us
the route leaving Paris on December 23,

Figure 15 San Jose, California, to
Germany in August 1929. The 13 cent
franking paid four cents domestic air
surcharge plus 5 cents surface rate to
Europe plus a 4 cent air surcharge
from Paris to Germany.

Figure 16 St. Paul, Minnesota, to Turkey via Paris in 1930.
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ter rate to Europe and strip of
three 2¢ Edison commem-
oratives to pay the six cent
London to Continent air sur-
charge for Denmark.

Figure 18 depicts a 1932 air
registered cover from Alameda, California, to Sweden.
Franked with two 15¢ map airmail and five cents ad-
ditional postage, the cover might appear over-franked,
but, if we list the fees, rates and surcharges, we find:

International registration fee ........... 15 cents
Return receipt requested fee ........... 5 cents
US air surcharge on foreign mail .... 4 cents
Surface mail rate to Europe ............ 5 cents
London to Sweden air surcharge .... 6 cents
Total ................................................ 35 cents

passing through Belgrade on Christmas day and arriv-
ing in Istanbul on the 28th. The air surcharge from Lon-
don and Paris to Istanbul fluctuated often between 1928
and 1932, and readers interested in the correct rate for
any date during that span should consult Wawrukiewicz
and Beecher (1996), page 198.

U.S. Domestic Air Rate Reduction
The uniform US domestic airmail rate of 10¢ per half-
ounce was reduced to 5¢ for the first ounce and 10¢
per additional ounce on August
1, 1928. When a letter was ad-
dressed to a foreign country
(except Canada and Mexico)
the domestic airmail surcharge
was 4¢ for the first ounce and
8¢ for each additional ounce.
This change dramatically re-
duced the cost, but it also sim-
plified calculation of the over-
all air service fee by bringing
the letter weight into agreement
with the London to the Conti-
nent service.

Figure 17 illustrates a cover
postmarked June 12, 1929, at
New York’s Wall Street Station.
Addressed to Copenhagen,
Denmark, the sender used a 5-
cent embossed airmail stamped
envelope to pay the surface let-

Figure 17 New York to
Denmark in June 1929 with the
trans-Atlantic steamship rate
paid by a 5¢ embossed air
envelope and the strip of three
2¢ Edison paying the six cent
air surcharge from London to
Copenhagen.

Figure 18 Alameda, California, to Sweden in 1932 with registration and return
receipt in addition to expedited service via air in the US and Europe.
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Cairo—was tied by a New York station duplex dated
March 24th and over struck by a San Francisco ma-
chine cancel of March 27th. The cover appears to have
been created by A.W. Filstrup—an contemporary air-
mail collector—but it does illustrate an early use of
US airmail stamps to pay for domestic air service on
a cover mailed from a foreign country.

Figure 20 illustrates a cover originating in Vancouver,
British Columbia, on July 30, 1928. Franked with a
2¢ King George V to pay the Canadian letter rate to
the US, the cover also bears a 10¢ US Lindbergh air-
mail that has been tied by a duplex handstamp from
the Blaine & Seattle Railway Post Office of the same

Payment of US Airmail Fees on
Letters from Foreign Countries
The March 1927 Monthly Supplement contained an
announcement dated February 4th under the heading
“Air-Mail Fees Applicable to Letters from Foreign
Countries for Transmission by the United States Air-
Mail Service”. The announcement was a quite brief
and consisted of the following:

The air-mail fees applicable to letters from foreign
countries (with the exception of Canada) for trans-
mission by the United states air-mail service, regard-
less of distance or character of the air-mail route or
routes over which said letters are car-
ried, will be 18 cents for each weight
unit or fraction thereof, in addition to
the regular postage.

The air-mail fees applicable to letters
from Canada for transmission by the
United States air-mail service will be 10
cents for each one-half ounce or frac-
tion thereof prepaid by United States
postage stamps in addition to the regu-
lar Canadian postage prepaid by Cana-
dian stamps.

Figure 19 shows a cover franked with
a block of four of Egypt’s 1924 King
Fuad cancelled by a Cairo hotel post-
mark of March 5, 1926. The stamps
overpaid the 15 mills letter rate to the
US by five mills. A 24¢ (Scott’s #C6)—
presumably applied by the sender in

Figure 19 Cairo,
Egypt, to San
Francisco in
March 1926 with
US domestic air
service paid by a
24¢ (Scott’s #C6).
Although appar-
ently inspired by a
collector, this cover
illustrates an early
example of the
requirement to
prepay US  airmail
fees with US
postage on mail
from most foreign
countries.

Figure 20 Vancouver, BC, to New York City in July 1928 with a 2¢ KGV
paying the surface rate to the US and a 10¢ Lindbergh air paying the
transcontinental airmail fee from Washington State to New York.
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Only British postage stamps are recognized in pre-
payment of the fees required for onward transmis-
sion by the United States air mail service of letters
mailed in Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

No mention was made as to how the US airmail sur-
charge was to be prepaid by persons not in those three
countries in the announcement.

Figure 21 illustrates a cover postmarked Dortmund
(Germany) September 22, 1928, and addressed to
Denver, Colorado. A “Mit Luftpost/Par avion” was
applied and postage in the total amount of 85 pfennigs
was applied. The letter rate for surface mail from
Germany to the US was 25 pfennig at the time. Ac-
cording to James Graue—former long-time editor of
the Air Post Journal and a collector with consider-
able experience working with German airmails—the
internal German airmail service required a 10 pfennig
surcharge and the remaining 50 pfennig would have
prepaid the US domestic airmail surcharge. [Note:
Five German pfennigs were equivalent to five French
centimes and one US cent was equivalent to five
French centimes. Therefore 50 pfennig was equiva-
lent to 10 US cents.] The Denver, Colo. Rec’d./Air
Mail backstamp is a strong indicator that airmail ser-
vice from the New York exchange office was pro-
vided. Although the US air surcharge had been re-
duced to 4 cents in July 1928, it is likely the sender
was unaware of the rate change in late September.

date. Blaine, Washington, is the most heavily used
border crossing point between Washington and Brit-
ish Columbia. The cover began its air travels in Se-
attle and was received in New York on August 2nd.

An announcement in the May 1927 Monthly Supple-
ment modified details of the March notice as follows:

Effective June 1, 1927, the air mail fees applicable
to letters from foreign countries for transmission by
the United States air mail service, regardless of dis-
tance or character of the air mail route or routes over
which said letters are carried, will be 10 cents for
each half ounce or fraction thereof, in addition to
the regular postage.

Policy was further expanded by a notice in the July
1927 Monthly Supplement that spelled out details of
how postage was to be paid on mail from certain coun-
tries in order to receive air mail transport within the
US. The announcement repeated the information that
a 10 cent per half ounce fee was required and then
stated:

Only German postage stamps are recognized in pre-
payment of the fees required for onward transmis-
sion by the United States air mail service of letters
mailed in Germany.

Only Netherlands postage stamps are recognized in
prepayment of the fees required for onward trans-
mission by the United States air mail service of let-
ters mailed in the Netherlands.

Figure 21 Germany to Denver, Colorado, in
September 1928. Germany was one of the
few foreign countries from which US
domestic air mail fees could be prepaid in
non-US stamps before UPU regulations
required all such mail to be prepaid by
stamps of the country of origin in July 1930.
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Figure 22 shows a cover franked with both
a five centavo Cuban airmail (Scott’s #C1)
and a 5¢ US beacon air. Both are cancelled
by a Havana airmail machine dated July 21,
1929. Although there is no receiving mark,
the cover shows proper franking for airmail
service to the US and domestic airmail ser-
vice within the US.

Figure 23 depicts a cover franked with a 40
groschen Austrian stamp paying the surface
rate to the US and another 5¢ US beacon
air to pay the US domestic air surcharge
from New York to Boise, Idaho. Both
stamps are cancelled with Vienna

handstamps and the 5¢ beacon air was
cancelled by a New York double oval
dater.

Despite the fact that Britain was one of
the few foreign countries where local
postage could be used to prepay US air-
mail service, the sender of the cover
shown in figure 24 chose to use US
postage stamps to pay the surcharge. A
Glasgow, Scotland, machine cancel of
September 17, 1929, ties the one penny
and half penny King George V stamps
but not the three US denominations
paying the five cent airmail surcharge.
They were cancelled ten days later in
Chicago before the cover was for-

The July 1928 Monthly Supplement
published revised instructions concern-
ing the carriage of mail originating in
foreign nations by the US domestic air
mail service:

The air mail fee applicable to Postal
Union articles from foreign countries for
transmission by the United States air
mail service, regardless of distance or
character of the air mail route or routes
over which said articles are carried, is 4
cents for the first ounce and 8 cents for
each additional ounce.

Only German, Netherlands, British and
Irish Free State postage stamps are rec-
ognized in prepayment of the fees re-
quired for onward transmission by the
United States air mail service of letters
mailed in those countries.

Figure 22 Havanna to Reno, Nevada, in July 1929 with 5 centavo
Cuban air to Florida and 5¢ Beacon air for US service.

Figure 23 Vienna to Boise, Idaho, in September 1929. The 40 groschen
Austrian stamp paid surface post to New York and the 5¢ Beacon air paid
onward air mail service to Idaho.

Figure 24 Glasgow, Scotland, to Omaha in September 1929. Britain was
one of the nations from which US domestic air service could have been
prepaid in sterling, but the sender chose US postage instead.
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The reaction to this news by the public must have
been remarkable. The November issue of the Monthly
Supplement carried a follow-up notice stating that “the
postmaster at New York reports the receipt at his of-
fice of articles intended for dispatch on the return flight
of the Graf Zeppelin to Germany which are insuffi-
ciently prepaid.” The notice then went on to reiterate
that letter mail must be prepaid with US stamps total-
ling $1 for the Zeppelin service plus five cents for
regular international postage and post cards required
50 cents plus regular international postage of three
cents.

It should not be surprising that postal patrons were
confused about the correct postage required for hav-
ing a letter carried on the return flight of the Graf
Zeppelin. Although the stock market crash and ensu-
ing Great Depression were still months in the future,
one dollar was an outrageous amount of money to
mail a letter. [The equivalent purchasing power of a
1928 dollar was $10.66 in terms of a 2005 dollar.]
Wouldn’t we think twice about being required to spend
ten or eleven dollars to frank a letter?

But the Graf Zeppelin was state of the art transporta-
tion technology. The airship was big and bold and
beautiful—in that way that only something radically
different in design exudes beauty. It was also the fast-
est way to travel or send mail across the Atlantic, cut-
ting the time to just three to four days as opposed to
the normal week or more. Many, many people wanted
a souvenir and some businesses—no doubt aware of
the attractive novelty of the flight—decided that they
should take the opportunity to contact European sup-
pliers and customers.

Figure 25 illustrates a cover postmarked at New York’s
Madison Square Station on October 27, 1928, ad-
dressed to a firm in Mannheim, Germany. Properly
franked with a one dollar value of the fourth bureau
series to pay the Zeppelin surcharge and a 5¢ beacon
airmail to pay the international surface rate, the cover
was struck with an illustrated First Flight Air Mail
cachet dated October 28th. A Friedrichshafen arrival
mark dated November 1st appears on the reverse.

Just over one hundred thousand cards and covers were
carried on this flight—96,887 mailed from New York
and 4,796 from Lakehurst.1 Most of these received
treatment and marking identical to those shown on
the cover in figure 25. The vast majority of these cards
and covers were treated as souvenirs. They were
pasted in scrapbooks or carefully mounted by collec-

warded on to Omaha by airmail. Did the US postage
escape notice when the cover came through the New
York exchange office?

The practice of using US stamps to prepay airmail
service on mail from foreign countries was terminated
July 1, 1930. This brought the US into compliance
with new Universal Postal Union regulations that
specified that international for transmission by air had
to be prepaid by stamps of the country of origin.

The October 1928 Graf Zeppelin
Flight Germany to US and Return
Any account of US-Europe international airmail ser-
vice in 1928 would be incomplete without mention
of a grand experiment with lighter than air craft—the
first Graf Zeppelin flight to the United States. The
Monthly Supplement of October 1928 contained an
announcement dated September 19, 1928, entitled
“Dispatch of Letters and Post Cards Between this
Country and Germany by the German Airship “Graf
(Count) Zeppelin”.” It read:

The German Postal Administration has just notified
this department it is proposed that the German air-
ship Graf (Count) Zeppelin will make two or three
flights during the months of September and October
(exact dates not furnished), between Friedrichshafen,
Germany, and Lakewood, N.J. There will be dis-
patched on the flights from Germany to this country
ordinary letters up to 20 grams each in weight and
post cards.

There will be accepted for dispatch on the return
flights ordinary letters weighing not more than 1
ounce each and ordinary post cards, addressed for
delivery in any European country, which are prepaid,
by United States stamps affixed, $1 for each letter
and 50 cents for each single post card, in addition to
the regular international postage and, if applicable,
special delivery or United States domestic air mail
fees.

Articles to be dispatched by the airship named should
be marked by the senders “By German Airship L. Z.
127 from Lakehurst, N.J.,” and should be dispatched
to New York from the offices of mailing, to be held
at New York until it is determined whether they shall
be forwarded to Lakehurst, N.J., to be dispatched by
the Graf Zeppelin on its return flights or, if the re-
turn flights are not made, forwarded from New York
to Europe by steamship. (Dispatch by the Graf Zep-
pelin can not be guaranteed.)
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Figure 25 An ugly duckling Graf Zeppelin cover carried on the October 28, 1928, flight to Germany and
then file-hole punched, folded in half and stuck in a binder of business records until discovered by
someone years later who recognized it as a non-philatelic “swan”.

tors in their albums, and they were frequently treated
as special things and passed down to succeeding gen-
erations. For that reason there is still an ample supply
of cards and covers carried on this flight available for
collectors of today.

The cover illustrated in figure 25 suffered a less secure
fate. After it arrived at Rheinisohe Gummi & Celluloid
Fabrik Company a clerk punched two file holes near
its left edge, folded it in half and probably stuck it in a
2-hole record binder. Somewhere along the way it was
immersed in some sort of liquid along its bottom edge.
Perhaps years later, this cover was spotted by some-
one thumbing through the old company records, and—
recognizing its historic significance—they rescued it
and it eventually found its way into the philatelic trade.
Nowadays, there are a few of us who look upon a rag-
gedy survivor such as this and say, “now that’s a true
piece of mail from the Zeppelin flight of 1928. No-
body prepared that baby to lead the life of a pampered
souvenir.” But who’s to know for sure?

NEXT TIME: 1929 - European Airmail Gateways
Open Up to Asia

Endnote:
1 American Air Mail Society, American Air Mail Cata-
logue, Vol. 2, 1950 edition, page 891.

WANTED: WORLDWIDE
MOURNING COVERS

Also

  UNUSUAL U.S. AUXILIARY MARKINGS

 TIED US AND UK 1934 AND 1935
CHRISTMAS SEALS ON COVER

 KOREA ERA “HUBBA-HUBBA” HAND-
STAMPED COVERS

~ Buy or Trade! ~

John M. Hotchner, PO Box 1125,
Falls Church, VA  20041-0125

hstamp@ix.netcom.com
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by Paul E. Petosky
This building faces Broad Street, on East
Bay. It was created in Colonial Times,
(1761), by Messrs. Peter and John
Horlbeck, at a cost of nearly f44,016 16s
8d. Most of the material used in its con-
struction was brought from England. It is
one of the few remaining landmarks of
Colonial times - a link between the past
and the present. In Colonial days, when it
was not considered treason to denounce the
usurpations of Government, such men as
PINCKNEY, RUTLEDGE, LOWNDES,
LAURENS, and others, proclaimed liberty
and independence within its walls. It was
from its steps that the immortal WASH-
INGTON, the Father of his Country, ad-
dressed the inhabitants of Charleston in
1791. From its steps, too, the Declaration of Ameri-
can Independence was proclaimed. Within its walls,
also, have the business men of other and better times
assembled to discuss matters pertaining, not only to
the welfare of Charleston and our State, but the wel-
fare of the country at large, which all revered in its
purity as it came from the hands of its wise and patri-
otic founders. The building was once a great business

mart. For a long period the principal auction business
of Charleston was conducted in the basement of the
building and in its vicinity. And for a long period of
years, until its occupation became dangerous by the
bombardment of the city during the late war, it was
occupied by the Post Office and Customs Departments
of the Government. At one time the Merchants’ Ex-
change Reading Room was kept in the Northern wing
of the building. It was a favorite resort for the Mer-
chants of Charleston up to the time of its close, in

1850. At one time, during the occupation
of Charleston by the British, the use of
this noble old building was greatly
preverted - it was made a place of torture
and oppression. The basement was used as
a provost prison, in which was confined
many of the inhabitants of the colony, who
were steadfast to the cause of American
Liberty and independence. Among those
confined within its walls was the martyr
HAYNE. It was in the Northeast room of
the Exchange, on the second floor, where
he was prepared for his cruel doom. He was
taken thence to the place of execution,
where he suffered death only as a true pa-

The Exchange, or
Old Post Office -
Charleston, SC

(1870s)

Figure 1 Charleston, South Carolina, post office circa 1870s

Figure 2 Charleston, SC, Paid 10 cover postmarked July 9, 1861.
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their obstructing the street as a throughfare.
The front of the building was changed from
the East to the West side of the building at the
time the two wings were removed. The site
was once occupied as a Watch House and
Council Chamber. The building was erected
in accordance with an Act of Assembly, Speci-
fications, etc., containing signatures of Edward
Laurens, John Rutledge, Charles Pinckney, and
others, appointed Commissioners under the
Act of Assembly, are still in the possession of
the Horlbeck family in Charleston, the direct
descendents of the builders.   

The post office operated at Charleston as early
as 1694. The Charleston Post Office is first

mentioned in postal records in Hugh Finlay’s Journal
of November 1773 - a Mr. Roupell is noted as the
postmaster. Peter Bonetheau (also spelled
Bounetheau) is listed as the postmaster at Charleston
in Benjamin Franklin’s Ledger, which was compiled
from 1776 to 1778. (Prior to the 1800s, the post
office’s name was spelled Charlestown or Charles
Town.) Thomas Hall submitted a financial account
for the Charleston Post Office on July 1, 1783. His
exact appointment date is unavailable.   

Charleston, SC Post Office uses zip code 29423.

Source:
Stereoview card (1870s)
USPS       

triot could have done. It is to be hoped that this noble
structure will not long be allowed to remain in its
present unsightly state - an eye-sore to the commu-
nity, as well as to strangers who visit Charleston. The
attention of strangers is naturally directed to it, not
only on account of its prominent position, but on ac-
count of its dilapidated and fast decaying condition.
They invariably express great suprise that it is not
looked after - that it is not placed in the condition its
historical renown merits. The front of the Old Post
Office, or Exchange, as originally built, was on the
East side, or rear of the building as it now stands.
There were also two wings projecting out on East Bay,
which were removed many years ago on account of

Figure 3 The Charleston, SC, post office circa 1907.

Postmasters of Charleston, South Carolina
 
Mr. Roupell                                    November, 1773
Peter Bonetheau                           ??? 
Thomas Hall                            July 1, 1783
Thomas Wright Bacot            November 28, 1791
Alfred Huger                              December 19, 1834 
Stanley G. Trott                        April 5, 1867
Benjamin A. Boseman           March 18, 1873
William N. Taft                           May 6, 1881
Benjamin F. Huger                   May 5, 1885
Albert H. Mowry                        March 31, 1887
George I. Cunningham           June 14, 1898
Wilmot L. Harris                        July 3, 1902
Carl G. Willard                            May 7, 1913
Joseph M. Poulnot                   May 26, 1913
Samuel E. Hendry                     August 1, 1921
Edward H. Jennings                 July 24, 1922
Philip M. Clement                      June 18, 1935
Henry H. Cochran                     June 30, 1946
Edmund P. Grice Jr.                   November 30, 1946
Roland F. Wooten Jr.                  April 30, 1960
James Gorman Thomas Jr.      March 8, 1968
Charles F. Fortner                       January 16, 1981
David W. Wild                                January 24, 1981
David L. Becker                            January 15, 2002
Linda M. Barnard                          November 16, 2002
Timothy D. Shaw                           February 8, 2003 to Present 
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Washington State Post Office Album Pages
 by Guy Reed Ramsey

Bk.U~5k.l DE..., WA5H I ti0'TON 

P~MD ORLik.L...E.- COUNTc,J 

(§ /ce-u c &- c:t;. c/ 

rR Jcv4 <--, 

Bk.o~~U DE... PO.ST o FF I CF-- wAs ~s'TABU SHLD A o0u.s'T 5, 1906 , 
AND DI .SCOM'TINU"'-.0 Non: .. MBLR 15, 19A.b. 
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ORILLIA I KING COUNTY 

Ct-tOR.Ct-1 AND BOSIC"i£55 5J<;CTIOM- OR.h..I....IA 
rR.O!'I THf. C0fl5T- JuC'f£.- 1909 

OR.ti....I....IA POST OFFICE. w~s Jti OPE.RATIOCi FROM 
DecLM&E.A 14-,1887 TO Jwt:. 5,1964 

GENERAL LAND AGENT N. P. R. R. Co., 

TACOMA, 

WASH. 
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CoRFo, WAsHrNGTO('-} 

6RA'MT C OUN 1'Y 

THIS SPACE MAY BE USED 
FOF<> CORRESPON O E.NC E 

------_ _jijj_ __ 

CoRFU POST OFFICE... WAs E...5'TABJ.....I5HE...D Jo'-'-' 131 18.10, 8t-lD 

DI.SCONTiti UE-D OcTOBER 31, 1943. 

Corfu contain.• six ho·usca, all of them abandoned. School has been pa·rtly ·resto·rcd 

Sunset Magazine, May 1965 
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The Wreck &
Crash Mail
Society: 

We want you
and your

accidents!

 A quarterly
Journal “ La
Catastrophe”

European Adress
c/o Norman Hogarth: 10 Lady Jane Park  Bradgate
Road  Newton Linford   Leicester, England  LE6
0HD Dues 12.50 £

North America
address  c/o Dr
Steven J. Berlin  
12407 Dover Road 
Reisterstown
Maryland  21136. 
Dues $25.00.

Please make checks
out to the society. 

E-mail:  DrStevenBerlin@yahoo.com

WANTED: CALIFORNIA

Postal History by County Pre-1920
California Counties:

Alpine, Inyo, Mono, San Bernardino
Orange & San Diego

Please write or call:
Bob Nichols

1423 N. 1st Ave.
Upland, CA 91786

(909) 982-9697

27-29 Apr - WESTPEX, San Francisco, CA
4-6 May  - Phil Show, Boxborough, MA

1-3 Jun - NAPEX, McLean, VA
6-8 Jul - INDYPEX, Indianapolis, IN

9-12 Aug - STAMPSHOW, Portland, OR
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USA POSTAL HISTORY
Colonial to Prexies: Maritime, Destinations,

Expos, DPOs, Railroad, Territorial, CSA,
Express, Possessions, & Military

Westpex
San Francisco, CA

April 27 - 29

STEPHEN T. TAYLOR
5 Glenbuck Road
Surbiton, Surrey

England KT6 6BS

Phone 01144-208-390-9357
Fax 01144-208-390-2235

Email: staylor995@aol.com
www.stephentaylor.co.uk

Your American dealer in Britain

20th

(800) 594-3837
FAX(888) 898-6123

Don Tocher
U.S. Classics,

Stamps
and Postal History

Recently acquired:

Stephen Suffet’s two gold medal winners on 3rd Class mail

And, Fumiaka Wada’s on Post Office Mail

See all 400+ pages on my website:

http://www.postalnet.com/dontocher/

Philatelic Show
Boxborough, MA

May 4-6, 2007

ASDA,  APS, USPCS, CSA, USSS
Box 679, Sunapee, NH 03782,
CELL PHONE:  617-686-0288

  dontoch@ix.netcom.com
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TOMORROW’S POSTAL
HISTORY IS HAPPENING

TODAY!
Strange but true, it is easier to find what U.S. post
offices existed in 1902 than to find out what U.S. post
offices are operating today.

The only official source—USPS’ National 5-Digit Zip Code & Post Office Directory—omits literally
thousands of stations and branches, lists closed offices, and is riddled with other errors. And it
is no longer published!
Finally, a complete list is here! The Post Mark Collectors Club’s Directory of Post Offices, as noted in
Linn’s Stamp News and the American Philatelist, is as accurate as 15 years of research and 20
volunteers can make it. The postal rarities of tomorrow are listed here, and only here!
Available in handsome notebook format for $50, or one CD for $20.87. Payment (payable to
PMCC) to Andrew Mitchell, P.O. Box 5, Tariffville, CT 06081-0005. Individual state lists also

available – see order form at http://www.postmarks.org

Dealer inquiries welcome.

Questions or requests for a free sample to above
address or

by e-mail to: ajmitchell2@comcast.net

Visit La Posta’s NEW On-line
Cover Shop

http://www.la-posta.com/Store/Cover%20Shop.htm

NINE categories are up and running including:

Shop using credit card through Paypal, or e-mail us your order direct and pay by check.

helbock@la-posta.com or lapostagal@hotmail.com
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Three Phenomenal Books! 

Chicago Postal Markings 
and Postal History 

l.t'<Jttanll)i:-.t.kil·\\iu. 

Order your 
copies today! 

• ORDER FORM • 

United States Patriotic 
Envelopes of World War II 
By Lawrence Sherman $75.00 

A large and impressive range of new information and ideas mandated this wonderful new volume. 
Advances in printing, allowing an all-color format for the 600+ illustrations added to this publishing im
perative. And there 's much more: 

A significant increase in the number of cachets listed (more than II ,060, up from the previous 9,660) and 
the number of illustrations. Over I ,000 price changes since the 1999 edition. The updated cachet catalogue 
runs to more than 260 of the 428 pages, 600 illustrations. And so much, much more! 

Chicago Postal Markings $
75

_
00 

and Postal History By Leonard Piszkiewicz 
Winner ofthe Literature Grand Award at Chicagopex '07, Chicago Postal Markings and Postal 

History is the culmination of more than 25 years accumulating Chicago postal history items by its author. 
This volume provides a comprehensive analysis of markings usage for all markings known used in Chicago 
from its beginnings as a post office in 1831 until the mid-1950s, when standardization and streamlining 
of Post Office operations eliminated most of the makings used earlier. However, the book includes those 
types of markings that continued to the end of the 20'h century and are of interest to collectors (e.g., airmai l, 
registry). 576 pages ... packed with illustrations. 

Passed By 
Army Censor 
By Richard W. Helbock $45.00 

Quan. itle: Price: 

A catalogue of censor markings used on mail from 
American soldiers and War Department civi lians assigned 
overseas in 1941 and 1942. The book is organized chrono
logically/geographically according to the major world 
regions in which U.S. Army and Air Corps personnel 
were assigned during 1941-42. The book is really unprec
edented, with nothing like it having ever been published. 
If you have any interest at all in modem 20th century U.S. 
postal history and/or World War II posta l history, this is a 
"must have" book! A modern philatelic classic. 

Sherman WWII Patriotics 

Chicago Postal History 

Passed By Censor 

Shipping Additional: 

TOTAL 

_Check Enclosed 
Charge to: _ Visa - MC - Discover 
Card No. 
Expire Date: 

Name: 

Street Address: 

City: 

State: __ Zip Code: 

Phone: Fax: 

Email : 

NOTE: 
Illinois resi
dents add 

tax . 

Our customers regularly receive our full color 
newsletter packed with special offers four 
times each year. Be sure to go our site and 
sign up to receive it. 

*$15 shipping for foreign orders. 

Shipping: $5.00 for 
the first book; $1.00 
for each additional 
book. 

Phone: (847) 462-9130 
Fax: (847) 462-9140 

Email: jim@jameslee.com 

www.J am.esLee.com. 
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WWI Spruce Camp
Mail Wanted

I am seeking information, covers,
postcards, or photos of the Spruce
Production Division—a U.S.
Army unit that logged spruce trees
in Washington & Oregon for air-
plane construction during WW I.

The camps were based in coastal
counties, and may be addressed “Camp 4”, or “S.T.
Camp 2/48th Sqd. S.P.D.” or similar.

Will buy, or would appreciate copies or jpegs.

Rod Crossley,
Box 729,

Montrose, CA  91021.
rcrossley@worldnet.att.net

Alaska Collectors Club
APS Affiliate #218

Dedicated to developing a wider interest in the study
and preservation of Alaska’s Postal History.

We are a wide-ranging group of collectors who are
interested in all aspects of the postal history of Alaska.
From the first covers under United States ownership to
the latest events, we try to cover the gamut of Alaska

postal history.

Some of our features:

Quarterly Journal, The Alaskan Philatelist
Auctions of Alaska material
Fellowship with other Alaska collectors

Dues $15.00, information available from:

Eric Knapp
Secretary/Treasurer
4201 Folker Street, Unit 102
Anchorage, AK  99508 -5377
E-mail:  eknapp@gci.net

ATTENTION
POSTAL HISTORY & LITERATURE DEALERS

Trade discounts are available on
United States Post Offices, Volumes 1 - 6,

as well as other La Posta Publications.

WRITE OR CALL:
JAMES E. LEE,
P.O. BOX 36,

CARY, IL 60013-0036
VOICE: 847-462-9130
FAX: 847-462-9140

ARIZONA - NEW
MEXICO

POSTAL HISTORY
SOCIETY

Seeks New Members, Who Seek New
Material, New Information and  New

Friends
DUES $10 Annually

Receive “The Roadrunner” Quarterly
Newsletter

Trade Duplicates at Winter and Summer
Meetings

Contact: J. L. Meyer,
20112 West Point Dr.,
Riverside, CA 92507

or

Peter Rathwell,
4523 E. Mountain View Dr.,
Phoenix, AZ 85028
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Thumb your nose at fakery! 

With The Philatelic Foundation's Opinions VII 

Fifteen years in the making, the latest installment in this acclaimed series features 23 articles 
covering a broad range of expertizing subjects on both stamps and covers, with over 400 
illustrations and, for the first time, color throughout. Opinions VII also provides a cumulative index 
to all seven Opinions volumes. 

Highlights of Opinions VII include: 

Authenticating a Pony Express first day use 

Determining the printer of US Bank Notes 

Micro spectroscopy to detect fake postmarks 

Bluish papers, 1847s, Back-of-the-Book 

Revenue inverts, locals, Hawaii, Philippines 

A photo survey of the Orangeburg coil+ more! 

Limited edition, hardbound 
212 pages, many in color 
7" x 1 0" format 
Price only $60 postpaid (with in US) 

Still available is The Pony Express, A Postal History by Frajola, Kramer and Walske, with complete 
historical and postal details, complete trip listings and images of all recorded Pony Express covers. 
Hardbound (and nearly sold out) for $50 postpaid in US. 

The Philatelic Foundation 
70 West 40th Street, 15th Floor 
New York, NY 10018 
(212)221-6555 

www.philatelicfoundation.org 

Note: The il lustrated cancel above is a fake. A copy with a real cancel appears on p. 66 of Opinions VII. 
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PROFESSIONAL POSTMARK
TRACING & MAPS

I will execute to your exact specifications accurate
tracings of plain or
fancy postmarks,
cancels and maps.
My work has
appeared in La
Posta in both the
Washington

Territorial postmark series by Richard A. Long and the
19th Century Colorado postmark series by Richard
Frajola.

If you’ve been thinking of a postmark catalog
project, or any research which requires well-executed
postmarks or maps for illustrations, but do not have
the time required to accomplish the tracings, drop me
a line or give me a call with the particulars, and I will
give you a quote.

Jane Dallison
P. O. Box 296, Langlois, OR 97450

(541) 348-2813

All 55 Years of
Western Express

On DVD plus a one-year
Membership to the

Western Cover Society
For only $60 postpaid

Every issue of Western Express from 1950
Through 2005 has been scanned in and stored

On DVD as fully searchable PDF files

No need to fumble through those old-fashioned paper
copies of Western Express to find the subjects you are look-
ing for. No more digging through old manual paper indexes.
For $60, you get the Western Express DVD plus a one-year
membership to the Western Cover Society (which includes
a one-year  subscription to Western Express).

Note: If you prefer to purchase a DVD without becoming a
member of WCS, the DVD-alone price is $100. Send your
Check today!!!

Oscar Thomas, Treasurer WCS
PO Box 604

Lake Forest, CA  92609
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LA POSTA
CLASSIFIED ADS

Only 5 cents per word delivers your message to the
largest and best informed group of postal historians in

America
Word Count 1 issue 3 issues 6 issues

1-25 $1.25 $3.12 $5.94
26-30 $1.50 $3.75 $7.14
31-35 $1.75 $4.35 $8.28
36-40 $2.00 $4.98 $9.48
41-45 $2.25 $5.61 $10.68
46-50 $2.50 $6.24 $11.88
51-55 $2.75 $6.84 $13.02
56-60 $3.00 $7.47 $14.22
61-65 $3.25 $8.10 $15.42
66-70 $3.50 $8.73 $16.62
71-75 $3.75 $9.33 $17.76
76-80 $4.00 $9.96 $18.96
81-85 $4.25 $10.59 $20.16
86-90 $4.50 $11.22 $21.36
91-95 $4.75 $11.82 $22.50
96-100 $5.00 $12.45 $23.70

FOR SALE: COVERS

COVER AUCTIONS, NAVY/MILITARY; Clas-
sics; Submarines; Surface Ships; Locations;
APO;s; POSTCARDS; MEMORABILIA. Mix-
ture of commercial; philatelic; wartime cov-
ers. Free illustrated catalogues. Jim Smith
(USCS, MPHS), Box 512, Oshtemo, Michi-
gan 49077 [38-1]

TOWNS:WANTED
ALL STATES and categories wanted! Better
consignment material always needed for my
bi-monthly Mail Bid Sales. Write/ call for con-
signment details. Jim Mehrer, 2405-30th
Street, Rock Island, IL 61201. Phone: (309)
786-6539. Email: mehrer@postal-
history.com. Internet web site: http://
www.postal-history.com. [38-3]

BUTLER COUNTY PENNSYLVANIA covers,
real photo postcards, and fiscal paper
ephemera wanted by second-generation col-
lector.  Send description, photocopies, or
scans with prices to Janice Metkin, 1310
Crestline Drive, Coeur d’Alene, ID  83814-
6027. metkin@mindspring.com [38-6]

CALIFORNIA - KERN & IMPERIAL County
covers and cards. Especially interested in
Bakersfield corner cards. Send description
or photocopies and prices to John Williams,
887 Litchfield Ave., Sebastopol, CA 95472
[38-3]

SOCIETIES

COLLECT CANADA/B.N.A.? Consider
BNAPS! The society offers study groups; pub-
lications; annual exhibitions; and online library
bnapstopics.org! View: www.bnaps.org. Con-
tact: P. Jacobi, Secretary, #6-2168 150 A
Street, Surrey, BC Canada V4A 9W4 [38-5]

FOR SALE: COVERS
POSTAL HISTORY featured in our mail bid
sales. Free catalogs. Juno Stamps, 2180 Hart-
ford Ave., St. Paul, MN 55116-1010.
junostamps@aol.com [38-2]

DO YOU COLLECT State Postal History,
Doane Cancels or cancels of any kind? Now
38 States online plus Dakota Territory and
more coming. Over 9000 covers online with
1500 of them pictured. Website: http://
www.towncancel.com/ Gary Anderson, P.O.
Box 600039, St. Paul, MN. 55106. Email:
garyndak@ix.netcom.com. [38-5]

DPO’s, RPO’s, ships, Doanes, Expos, ma-
chines, military, advertising, auxiliaries, and
more! My Mail Bid Sales offer thousands of
postal history lots. Write/ call for sample cata-
log. Jim Mehrer, 2405-30th Street, Rock Is-
land, IL 61201. Phone: (309) 786-6539. Email:
mehrer@postal-history.com. Internet
website:http://www.postal-history.com.[38-2]

TOWNS: WANTED

COLES COUNTY IL covers and post cards
wanted, especially before 1920. List
avaialble. Michael Zolno, 2855 West Pratt,
Chicago, IL 60645, email mzolno@aol.com
[38-1]

IDAHO COVERS wanted. All kinds; all towns;
all periods. Send description, photocopies,
or scans with prices to Mark Metkin, 1310
Crestline Drive, Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814-
6027. metkin@mindspring.com [38-2]

ILLINOIS: MERCER County covers wanted
from these towns: Arpee, Bluff, Boden, Car-
bon, Cole Dale, Creamery, Griffin, Hazle
Point, High Point, Mercer, Monroe,
Petersville, Pope’s Mills, Prince, Rivola,
Suez, Sully, Sunbeam (Nettie A. Mulligan,
PM), Unaville & Wanlock. Gary F. Morrow,
381 Wyldewoode Dr., McDonough, GA 30253
LM085@bell south.net. Phone: 770-957-
1268 [38-3]

MASSACHUSETTS: FRANKLIN County
Postal History: stampless to modern. Espe-
cially need illustrated mail, usages with rev-
enue stamps (checks, deeds, etc.) and pre-
cancels. Send photocopies or scans with
asking price. Request town list post free. Jim
Kotanchik, PO Box 684, West Acton, MA
01720-0684, email: jimko@verizon.net [39-
2]

NORTH DAKOTA: all postal history wanted
from territorial to modern. Send photocopies
or on approval. Gary Anderson, P.O. Box
6000039, St. Paul, MN 55106 [38-1]

SPOKANE FALLS / SPOKANE, WA. 1872-
date wanted: Territorial, registered, postage
due, certified, commercial airmail, foreign
destinations, unusual station cancels, us-
ages, and postal markings. Send description
or photocopies/scans to Larry Mann, 655
Washington PL SW, Mukilteo, WA 98275
Larrymann02@aol.com [38-1]

WESTPORT WA Collector seeking older ad-
vertising covers and pre-1950 postcards from
Westport, WA. Contact: Douglas Olson, PO
Box 2177, Westport, WA 98595 [38-1]

NOTE:
EXPIRATION DATE SHOWN
AT END OF EACH AD,  i.e.,
[37-6], MEANS AD WILL
EXPIRE WITH THIS ISSUE.

AD DEADLINE FOR NEXT
ISSUE:

March 5, 2007
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DOANE CANCELS:
WANTED

Buy, sell and trade Doane Cancels of all
states. Send photocopies or on approval.
Gary Anderson, P.O. Box 600039, St.
Paul, MN 55106 [38-1]

PREXIES: WANTED
URGENTLY NEED 4½¢ Prexies for
collection. Looking for covers, proofs,
printing varieties. Anything that fits into a
specialized collection. Describe with
asking price. Howard Lee, Box 2912,
Delmar, CA 92014. Tel: 858-350-7462.
Email: gimpo@adnc.com [38-2]

SUB-STATION POSTAL
MARKINGS: WANTED
SUB-STATION postal markings from any US
city wanted. Especially interested in legible
duplex and MOB markings. Send photo-
copies with firm price to Dennis Pack, 1915
Gilmore Ave., Winona, MN 55987 [38-3]

MILITARY: WANTED
ALASKA & WESTERN CANADA APOs,
interesting Pan American (Scott 294-299)
issues on cover and Pittsburgh/Allegheny
County covers from 1851-1861. Send
Xeroxes or scans and pricing to Bob
McKain, 2337 Giant Oaks Drive, Pittsburgh,
PA 15241 (57-vette@adelphia.net) [38-2]

ROYAL NAVY warship covers (names on
backflaps) sent from/to North American port
(19th Century). Priced photocopies to D.
Mario, Box 342, Saskatoon, Sask. S7K 3L3
Canada [38-3]

WANTED ON APPROVAL: KOREAN WAR
COVERS, 1950-1953 with U.S. MARINES
return addresses & postmarks that read U.S.
NAVY/12867 Br./Unit No., also 14009, 14011,
14012, 14021.  Also, ship covers sent by Ma-
rines while on active Korean war duty; also
collect stamped mail & Registered  (not free-
franked) from any service branch in Korea
from June 27 1950 – Dec 31, 1950.  Please
send scans and prices to Cath Clark,
lapostagal@hotmail.com

FOREIGN: WANTED

COMMERCIAL AIR air covers, 1945 or
earlier, any intercontinental mail, i.e, Europe
to Asia, North America to Africa, Australia to
Europe, etc. Send scans or photocopies for
my offer, or on approval to Richard Helbock,
PO Box 100, Chatsworth Island, NSW 2469,
Australia or helbock@la-posta.com

WANTED: MISCELLANY
US & POSSESSIONS POST OFFICE
SEALS: on/off cover, Scott listed and
unlisted. Especially need Ryukyu and
Philippine material. Also want worldwide
official seals on cover. Send photocopies or
scans with asking price. Jim Kotanchik, PO
Box 684, West Acton, MA 01720-0684,
email: jimko@verizon.net [39-2]

LITERATURE: FOR SALE

www.pacificpioneers.com - Check out this
700 page Book on Pan Am’s flight covers in
the Pacific - 1935 to 1946. I sell, trade or
exchange information on new cover finds.
Also want to purchase similar material. Jon
E. Krupnick, 700 Southeast 3rd Ave., Ft.
Lauderdale, FL 33316 [38-6]

COVERCRAZY2
EBAY STORE

THE LARGEST POSTAL HISTORY STORE ON EBAY

Anne & Doub invite you to visit our ebay store with nearly 10,000
 items for you to view.

State Postal History, Advertising, Fancy Cancels, Machine Cancels, RPO’s,
Foreign Covers, and much more

Simply go to your computer and type in: www.stores.ebay.com/covercrazy2
We anxiously look forward to serving you

Hundreds of new covers are added weekly

Thank you for your interest.

 Anne & Doub
annesell@worldpath.net

Elwyn@elwyndoubleday.com
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La Posta Publications
33470 Chinook Plaza, #216,

Scappoose OR 97056
email: helbock@la-posta.com

We hope that you have enjoyed our journal and I wish to cordially invite you to become a subscriber.

LA POSTA is published six times a year and provides over 450 pages of research, news and information regard-
ing all aspects of American postal history. With a subscription price of just $25 per year, most of our readers
consider us to be the best bargain in postal history today.

In addition to the journal, La Posta conducts occasional mail auctions of postal history material and offers
covers and cards through its convenient On-Line Cover Shop..

I hope you will find La Posta worthy of your support. If so, please take a moment to fill out the form below and
send us a check in the amount of $25, or pay via credit card at www.la-posta.com/journal.htm to begin your
subscription with our next issue.

Sincerely yours,

Richard W. Helbock,

Publisher

———————————————————————————————————————————————
La Posta Publications
33470 Chinook Plaza, #216
Scappoose, OR 97056

Hello Richard:

Yes, I’ll give La Posta a try. You may begin my subscription with the Volume 38, Number 3 (June-July 2007)
issue. Enclosed is my check in the amount of $25.00.*

Name: ————————————————————————

Address: ———————————————————————

City, State, ZIP: ______________________________________________

*or pay via credit card through Pay Pal at www.la-posta.com/journal.htm
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INDEX OF ADVERTISERS

ADVERTISING IN LA POSTA
DISPLAY ADS are available on a contract basis as shown below. Ad contents may be changed from issue-to-issue, provided
changes are received by the posted deadlines.
INSIDE PAGES
  Ad Size One Issue Three Issues Six Issues
  1/8-page $13.00 $29.90 $54.60
  1/4-page $30.00 $69.00 $126.00
  1/2-page $55.00 $126.50 $231.00
  1-page $100.00 $230.00 $420.00

INSIDE COVER*
(FULL-PAGE, BLACK & WHITE)

One Issue $175.00
Two issues $275.00
Four issus $580.00
Six issues                $800.00

BACK COVER*
(1/2 PAGE, COLOR)

One Issues $250.00
Two issues $475.00
Four issus $800.00
Six issues             $1,200.00

*We normally ask that back cover and inside cover ads be taken out for a minimum of two issues due to our advance printing
schedule for covers.

All charges include Type setting & Layout
AD DEADLINES FOR INSIDE PAGES are as follows: Dec/Jan issue - Nov 15; Feb/Mar issue - Jan 15; Apr/May issue - Mar
15; Jun/Jul issue - May 15; Aug/Sep issue - July 15; Oct/Nov issue - Sep 15.

AD DEADLINES FOR BACK COVER COLOR AD & INSIDE COVER ADS are: Dec/Jan & Feb/Mar issue – Oct 31;
Ap/May & Jun/July issue – Feb 28; Aug/Sep & Oct/Nov issue – June 30.

E-mail your ad to Cath Clark at: lapostagal@hotmail.com

DISPLAY ADS
ALASKA COLLECTORS CLUB - 74
ARIZONA-NEW MEXICO P. H. S. - 74
COLORADO POSTAL HIST. SOCIETY - 29
COVERCRAZY2 - 78
ROD CROSSLEY - 74
DAKOTA POSTAL HIST. SOCIETY - 70
JANE DALLISON - 76
MICHAEL DATTOLICO - 76
GLENN A. ESTUS - 48
JIM FORTE - 71
FREEMAN’S - 70
HENRY HIGGINS - 44
JOHN M. HOTCHNER - 64

FRED HOWLAND - 44
LA POSTA Backnumbers - 39
LA POSTA ON-LINE COVER SHOP - 72
JAMES E. LEE - 73 & 74
JIM MILLER - 76
NEW JERSEY POSTAL HISTORY
SOCIETY - 71
BOB NICHOLS - 44
NUTMEG STAMP SALES - Backcover
THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION - 75
POSTMARK COLLECTORS CLUB - 72
SCHMITT INVESTORS LTD. - 39
STEPHEN T. TAYLOR - 71
DON TOCHER - 71
WESTERN EXPRESS - 76
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