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Publisher’s Page
Book Review – Columbian Exposition Postal
Card Book is a Beaut

by Cath Clark
Handbook of the Postal Cards of the World’s Columbian
Exposition

Author: Kenneth C. Wukasch, Hardbound, 176 pages

United Postal Stationery Society, Norfolk, VA (2005)

As a collector-turned-dealer of the World’s Columbian
Exposition postal cards, I originally met the author
of the Handbook of the Postal Cards of the World’s

Columbian Exposition, Ken Wukasch, by selling him cards
on eBay. Had I known then what I know now from reading
his book, I’d have opened a couple of those cards a lot higher!
But,  financial considerations aside, they couldn’t have gone
to a more deserving collector. I’ve learned a great deal from
Ken over the Internet, from articles he’s written for La Posta,
and now through his beaut of a book that is chock-full of
previously untold expo lore and a valuable reference.

The author is imminently qualified to write a book on
Columbians. Wukasch is one of the leading authorities on
the postal cards of the Columbian Expo and a distinguished
researcher who is the author of the 2000 World’s Columbian
chapter of the United States Postal Card Catalog put out by
the UPSS. This chapter is included in his book’s appendix.

Wukasch’s handsome new book “… attempts to answer many
of the questions that have been raised regarding the print-
ing, distribution, and mailing of the (World’s Columbian
postal) cards.”  It is both a history of the souvenir cards of
the Expo and of the postal facilities on-site. More than just
carefully researched, it is imaginatively written, bringing the
Fair to life through the author’s well-crafted words.

“ Attending the World’s Columbian Exposition was a sen-
sual experience. Visitors were transfixed by a view of bright
white buildings and statuary, shimmering lagoons and arti-
ficial lakes, dazzling exhibits and strangely dressed people
speaking in strange languages… Indeed for many, a visit to
Chicago and its great ‘White City’ would be the most memo-
rable event of their lives and they wanted a record of these
experiences.”

The official Expo postals produced by Goldsmith came in
sets of 10 or 12, and were so exquisite that hundreds and
thousands of visitors bought them as mementos, both for
keeping and for sending to friends, luckily for the postal
historians of today. In addition to full explanations and im-
ages of the Goldsmiths, Wukasch covers the Koehlers, ESMC
cards, Pucks, and various and sundry others who got in on
the action. One of the handiest features of the book, coming
from someone who has struggled to find her own system for
identifying which Official set a loose card may have come

from, is a friendly
chart for how to
identify Gold-
smith sets. This
was not an item
included in the
2005 USPCC cat-
alog, something
that it would ben-
efit from.

Not satisfied with
just the fronts of
the cards, Wu-
kasch also delves
thoroughly into the postal history of the Columbian cards.
Once most collectors have filled their Columbian set needs,
and probably obtained a fair number of stamps and of course
a set of fair tickets, they look for more unusual items such as
foreign destinations and advertising postals, areas that aren’t
well covered by the USPC Catalog. This book fills that
vacuum, starting with a full discussion on rate changes due
to UPU regulations of S10 Postal Cards that affected over-
seas postage rates. It includes numerous illustrations of cards
going to foreign destinations, identifying those that are less
common. Best of all, there is a table of all known foreign
destinations recorded on Goldsmith postals!

Chapter 3, “The World’s Fair Station Post Office”, is reason
enough to buy this book, not just for the history lesson, but
for the lavish map, photo, and cover illustrations. It describes
publicity and planning, mail processing, postcard vending
machines, and the shiny new American and International
machines brought in to cancel the cards. The very rare “Not
There/S.1602 W.F.” carrier mark is fully explained, as are
the various machine cancels and handstamps. The discus-
sion of collecting strategies is excellent, and a full page il-
lustration of World’s Fair Station machine cancels allows
for easy comparisons.

The most fascinating aspect of this chapter is a discussion of
the challenges and logistics of providing a sophisticated mail
delivery system by horse and wagon in the midst of a pedes-
trian-choked midway. The Columbian was a triumph of good
planning on many levels, and the postal service was no ex-
ception. The mail service—not just for the Government
Building—but for all of the State buildings, was speedy, ac-
cessible, and a shining example of how to do it right.

Advertising postals is another compelling reason to get this
book, especially for more advanced Columbian collectors.
In the 1970 USPC catalog, there had been a listing of collat-
eral and advertising postals that has since been dropped. The
Wukasch book brings this back and lists known advertising
uses on both Goldsmith and Koehlers along with a price
guide.
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POSTAL HISTORIANS ON LINE
 If you would like to join this list in future issues of
La Posta, send us a note via e-mail at  helbock@la-
posta.com

Paul G. Abajian [Vermont postal history] — PGA@vbimail.champlain.edu
Joe Adamski [SD, CT] — joe_adamski@hotmail.com
Jim Alexander [Waco Village & Texas Postal History] — jralexander3@aol.com
American Philatelic Research Library — aprl@stamps.org
Gary Anderson [US Doanes & ND postal history] — garyndak@ix.netcom.com
Walter Anderson [SD sthood & ter.; SW Minnesota, NW Iowa, Anne Arundel Co.
MD, Butler, Phelps, Ripley Co, MO] — heynetboy1@sio.midco.net
Kirk Andrews [Expositions] — kirk.j.andrews@verizon.net
A.A. Armstrong, Jr. [Western Nebraska & S.D. Butcher & son PPCs]

— draa@hotmail.com
Regis Ausmus [Everything, esp.21st C p. history] —reausmus@yahoo.com
Dennis Austin [WA,OR,ID] — skypub@quest.net
Fred Austin [airmail first flights] — skyman@npgcable.com
Ted Bahry [Wake & Midway Isl, Benzie Cty, MI] — semperted@aol.com
Mark Baker Enterprises [Dealer CA & NV postal history etc.]

Web: goldrushpaper.com  — mbcovers@directcon.net
Bob Baldridge — [Wisconsin p.h.] bobbaldridge@earthlink.net
Alan Banks [Missouri] — abanks7@aol.com
Mike Baranoski [MI & Phillippines] — debbar@provide.net
Richard Bard, Jr. — dbard@plix.com
William H. Bauer [CO; NY: Otsego Co] — Whbcphs@mkl.com
Beall, Robert — rbeallstmp@aol.com
John Beane, MD [West VA] — jbeane@prodigy.net
Robert Beasecker [MI p. history] — beaseckr@gvsu.edus
William R. Beith [Eastern Oregon, OR Doanes]—wrbeith@comcast.net
Kevin Belmont [SW Arkansas, West Pointers on stamps]

— kevin.belmont@west-point.org
Bary D. Bender [Dealer p.c.’s & p.h.; + collects WA: Columbia Co]

— ngatecol@comcast.net
Larry Berg — lberg@charter.net
Steven Berlin [interruption of mail, US, Karl Lewis DWI]

— drstevenberlin@yahoo.com
Wolf Berry [Dealer: buys/sells US covers, collectible paper. Collects tied seals]

— thepaperwolf@infoblvd.net
Henry Berthelot [train, shipwrck mail & US postals]— hankberthelot@yahoo.com
Henry Betz [Franklin Co., PA & Cumberland Valley RR] — hbetz@epix.net
John Bierne [Navals, RPO, AK] — john_beirne@hotmail.com
Jim Blandford [MI Doanes & RPOs, bklet stamps on cover, pre-1880 Detroit

Last but not least is the inclusion of the complete USPCC
2005 excerpt on the postals of the World’s Columbian Expo-
sition. Wukasch has rewritten the introduction and parts of
the text. The USPCC discusses but doesn’t picture the artist
essays discovered by the author, but these are shown else-
where in the book (see also the cover of the Nov 2004 La
Posta to see all three of these rarities in color!)  The most
useful aspect of the revised USPCC chapter is that both card
and cancel rarity scales have been made more readable, and
the expo station postmarks and rarity scale is now part of
this chapter instead of being hidden in a separate appendix.

What is special about Wukasch’s book is that it truly can be
used as a collector’s “handbook.”  It provides a comprehen-
sive framework by which any Columbian card can be evalu-
ated. When one looks at a Columbian postal and tries to guess
its significance, there are numerous considerations beyond
just the postmark and stamp. One needs to consider set num-
bers and print runs, opening/closing dates, special fair days,
ancillary and auxiliary markings, foreign destinations, ad-
vertising, and other variations. This book allows you to do
all of that in one handy location. My only criticism is that it
would have benefited by having more than two pages of color
plates, especially for the advertising cards and off-brand
postals.

One question that expo collectors may ask is, “will I still
need William Bomar’s Postal Markings of United States
Expositions since this book covers so much on the
Columbian?” I would say yes, remembering that Wukasch’s
book is strictly on the postal cards, and doesn’t picture mark-
ings usually found on cover such as pointing hands and reg-
istration markings. However, you may not need the USPC
Catalog if all you collect is Columbians, since the excerpt
from the 2005 edition is included in the appendix.

Whether you are a die-hard Columbian collector, a dealer, or
just like exhibitions, Wukasch’s handbook would be a valu-
able addition to your postal history library. Order from: Cen-
tral Office, US Postal Stationery Society, PO Box 2578,
Chester, VA  23831 ($50 + $4.00 S/H.

A Request for Research Assistance
Due to increased collector interest in the availability of
World’s Fair Station Post Office markings, I am asking La
Posta readers to participate in a “census” gathering of known
dates that these rarer markings was used.

If you have an example in your collection of the WORLD’S
FAIR STATION “REC’D” (backstamp only), POINTING-
FINGER OR DUPLEX “1” HANDSTAMP marking prop-
erly used during the operation of the World’s Fair Station
Post Office (May - December, 1893), I would appreciate a
clear photocopy or scan of BOTH SIDES of the cover or
card.

In a future issue of this journal, I will report to readers the
results of this census including dates used and whether the

marking is reported on cover or card. Your contribution will
allow today’s collectors to better evaluate the number of ex-
isting examples and establish rarity.

   You may email me at kenwukasch@yahoo.com or mail
photocopies to my address: Ken Wukasch, 300 Alpine Trail,
San Marcos, TX, 78666.
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— jblandf526@aol.com
John Boal [California only]—calpl8z@boal.net
Tim Boardman [Washington PH, photos, books & maps] — simcoe@dsl-only.net
Joe Bock [US Airmail 1935-1950 & Arizona town cancels; U.S. WWII]

— jandrhobbies@commspeed.net
John Bloor [World early airmail; semi-officials; Portuguese Africa provisionals]

— aerophil59@yahoo.com
Eppe Bosch [WA: Stevens, PendOReille, Whitman Co.s; WI: Portage, Waupaca,

Wood Co.s] — bonep@qwest.net
James Boyden [WWI military, WW censored] — jimesmc@worldnet.att.nt
Frank Braithwaite [1902 issue, M.O.B., N.Y., “V” & “X” rate markings, B. Harrison

on cvr-Sc#308, 622,694,1045—fbraith@optonline.net
Bruce Branson [CA counties: Inyo, Morro, Alpine, Mariposa, Siskiyou)

— bjbranson@lonepinetv.com
Caj Brejtfus [1851-61 3c & Machine cancels] — brejtfus@earthlink.com
Carolyn S. Bridge [military, esp. Civil War] — thecotttonwoods@copper.net
Deane Briggs, MD [Florida Postal History]  — drb@gte.net
Roger S. Brody [Series 1902, Prominent Americans] — rsbco@optonline.net
Daniel Broulette—danbro1@comcast.net
Chip Brown [WV ph; 1903 uses of 1902 definitives on cover]

— grahamb@alltel.net
Edward Brown [parcel posts & plate blocks]— browntreesnakes@gmail.com
Evert Bruckner—ebruckner@earthlink.net
Kenneth Burden [Washington & CA DPOs]— burden@localaccess.com
Maurice Bursey [#215 covers, Confd NC & Union occupied NC covers.

— mauricebursey@aol.com
Raymond Buse [Cincinnati & Clermont Co., OH p.h.] — stampPat@aol.com
James W. Busse [CA: San Diego Co. p.h.] — Jimb1997@aol.com
John Cali — rocket@dremscape.com
Arden Callender [U.S. banknote issues] — callenderardy@sbcglobal.net
Carl Cammarata [AK, IN, RPO, Civil War, Special Delivery]

— carlcammarata@earthlink.net
Rocco Caponi [OH:Akron, Summit Co, 2c Circular Die postal history (U429)

— rcaponi@neo.rr.com
Gary Carlson [machine cancels] — gcarlson@columbus.rr.com
George Carnahan — mishaboy@bellsouth.net
Dave Carney [Wisconsin postal history] — dcarney1@new.rr.com
Alan Cartwright [Postal Cards—used abroad, with RFD cancels, or w/ Street Car

cancels] — c4rto@btinternet.com
Victor Case [SE & Central OR] — vjc@uci.net
Glenda & John Cheramy [Dealers; Canada] — gcheramy@shaw.ca
Larry Cherns [Mostly pre-1954 covers and p.cards containing interesting letters &

messages, respectively, mostly in English] — katchke@hotmail.com
Robert Chisholm — [Dealer: postal history] — chizz5@aol.com
Bob Chow [Colorado] — bob.chow@fmr.com
G.A. Clapp [correspondence, US postal history] — g.clapp@cox.net
Douglas Clark [Railway Mail] —dnc@alpha.math.uga.edu
Nancy B. Clark [Maine postal history]—nbc@cape.com
Tom Clarke [Philadelphia] — ocl-tom@ix.netcom.com
Walter S. Clarke [Interesting on-cover cancellations on Scott # 10 & 11]

— worldata@mindspring.com
Lawrence E. Clay [Scouting, Broken Bow, NE] — lclay3731@charter.net
Louis Cohen [Kentucky postal history] — cohenstamps32@aol.com
Norman Cohen [US #210 on cover] — norman@adventuregraphics.com
Giles Cokelet [Montana postal history, Greenland] — giles_c@coe.montana.edu
William G. Coleman, Jr. [Mississippi postal history: DPO emphasis]

— jearnest@netdoor.com
Collyer, David C. [General US, Texas, USS Texas] — cozumel_90@hotmail.com
Robert W. Collins [Korean War & “Collins” pms]— ohiorwc@aol.com
Vince Costello [US fancy cancels, postal history, auxiliary marks]

— vinman2119@aol.com
Joe H. Crosby [Oklahoma & Indian Territory; 19th c fancy cancels, college

cancels] — joecrosby@cox.net
W.H. “Tom” Crosby — tcrosby@wans.net
E. Rod Crossley [West coast military, Spruce Production Division, Ventura county

CA & CA RPO] — rcrossley@worldnet.att.net

Russell Crow [Virginia PH, esp stampless also pre-1900 school covers]
—cornwall2@adelphia.net

Frank Crown [Georgia p.h.] — fcrown@earthlink.net
Tony L. Crumbley [Dealer; NC & Confederate]— tcrumbley2@aol.com
Roger D. Curran [US 19th C cancels] — rdcnrc@evenlink.com
Richard Curtin [CA covers & CA express] — curtinr@sbcglobal.net
Matt Dakin [Mississippi Postal History] — patdakin@mindspring.com
Mike Dattolico [La Posta Associate Editor] —  mmdattol@aol.com
Bob Delaney — bdelaney@uclink4.berkeley.edu
Joseph M. Del Grosso — diandme2@gbis.com
James L. Diamond [Spanish American war; US possessions]

— jdia407@aol.com
Thomas S. Donnelly [history on postals] — tdonn@adelphia.net
James P. Doolin [19th c postal history “Columbus” named towns

— jamesdoolin@worldnet.att.net
Doubleday, Elwyn [NH & NY & #210’s on NY & Maine]—doub@worldpath.net
George B. Dresser [Texas:Brazos, Grimes, Wash Co’s] — g-dresser@cox.net
Lee Drickamer — lee.drickamer@nau.edu
John L. DuBois — jld@thlogic.com
Joseph E. DuBois [AK, CO, MT & eastern OH] — hobbyduby@aol.com
Francis Dunn [19th Century Montana] — francis@dunn386.fsnet.co.uk
Geoffrey Dutton [2d Bureau postal history] — geoff@neddog.com.;

Website: http://neddog.com/stamps
Don East [fancy cancels on officials & CA: Mendocino & Humbolt Co]

— doneast@mcn.org
Loring Ebersole [Ohio postal history, WWII APOs, Rt 66 postcards]

— loringebersole@comcast.net
Fern Eckersley [OR postal history] eckers@prinetime.net
Leonard M. Eddy [OK & Arkansas p.h.]— lmeddy@arkansas.net
David Eeles [p.h. of the 1954 Liberty series, experimental mechanization]

— eeles.1@osu.edu
Tom Edison [Non-European postal history] — tomedisonppcs@cs.com
Ralph Edson [New England 20th C – every cancel from every P.O. (1900-2000

EKU & LKU) — edsonrj@sbcglobal.net
L. Steve Edmondson [Tennessee] — tenac@hctc.com
Craig Eggleston [Philippines, US Possessions] — cae@airmail.net
Fred Ekenstam [TX POW camps, Co/PM j US newspaper wrappers]

— cfekenstam@juno.com
James F. Elin [Arizona post. hist.]  — tucscon1934@aol.com
Mike Ellingson [North Dakota Territory; machines]— mikeellingson@comcast.net
David Ellis [MI postal history] — dellis7109@peoplepc.com
Norman Elrod [U.S. Scott 941 on cover; TN ph; WWII military cancels in

Tennessee] — nelrod@InfoAve.Net
Empire State Postal History Society — http:/www.esphs.org
Darrell Ertzberger [NC, VA, railroad, RFD] — mteton@aol.com
Paul Eslinger [MT, Dakota Territory] — elkaholic@natisp.com
Glenn Estus [New York] — gestus@westelcom.com
James Faber [WY, NW OH, Hancock Co, ME, No. WI] — faber@bluemarble.net
John Farkas [US Possessions] — jonfark@cs.com
Wayne Farley [West Virginia P. H.] — cwfarley@aol.com
Richard Farquhar  [seapost, RPO, Span-Am War, 1898]

— farqrich@bellsouth.net
Dan Fellows [WI, WWI, perfs, Scotland, Knights of Columbus,Sc.210 Canal Zone

Military PH] — drfellows@charter.net
Norm Ferguson [Navy covers –NS Savannah] — normjanstjoe@prodigy.net
Walter Findlay — waltjul@aol.com
Ronald W. Finger [US Navy CV’s, WWI & WWII APOs & Feldpost]

— roncva43@aol.com
Louis Fiset [Prexies, WWII civilian internment]—fiset@u.washington.edu
Ed Fisher [MI; 4th Bureau: ½c-Hale, 1 ½c Harding, ½c postage due]

— efisherco@earthlink.net
Ken Flagg [Used postal stationery: US, CZ, PI; WWII APOs, Postwar APOs]

— ken0737@earthlink.net
Jane King Fohn [TX WWI air branches; Medina Co, TX; US#1043 (9c Alamo)]

— janekfohn@sbcglobal.net
Jim Forte [Dealer] — jimforte@postalhistory.com &
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Stefan T. Jaronski [Ithaca NY; northeastern Montana; Confed. States military
mail] — bug@midrivers.com

Cary E. Johnson [Michigan p.h.; Railway, Waterway & Streetcars]
— cejohn@umich.edu

Gerald Johnson [3c 1851] — gdj@ix.netcom.com
William H. Johnson [Florida p.history] — whjdds@aol.com
Charles A. Jones [CO & Prexy postal history] — cgjones3614@bresnan.net
Robert D. Jones [Nebraska postal history, esp. DPOs]

— robwanjones@charter.net
Rodney Juell [Series of 1922] — rajuell@lycos.com
Barton D. Kamp [Massachusetts postal history] — bartdk@verizon.net
Steven Kaplan [US postal cards] — skpk1984@aol.com
Gordon Katz [Maryland & DE postal history, postal history on postcards]

— g.e.katz@att.net
Robert Keatts [Walla Walla Co., WA p.h.] —  lkeatts@innw.net
Rodney Kelley [Arkanas, esp Conway & Pope counties]— rkel@swbell.net
Peter Keyes — [VT 19th C illustrated covers] — pbk@sover.net
Curtis R. Kimes [US naval postal history] — pmarche@jps.net
John L. Kimbrough [Confederate states] — jlkcsa@aol.com
Kelvin Kindahl [New England p.h.; postmarks] — Kelvin01027@charter.net
Lon King — lon@lonking.net
Bob Kittredge [US Airmail postal stationary, UC1 & UC16]— caljenkitt@aol.com
Lucien Klein [Prexies, OR: Marion & Grant Co] — lusal@msn.com
James E. Kloetzel [Scott Publishing Co] — jkloetzel@scottonline.com
Kenneth Kloss [OH: Ashland Co; “billboard” ad covers] — monion@webtv.net
Eric Knapp [Alaska postal history] — eknapp@gci.net
Vincent L. Knauss III [Key West ph & US Fancy Cancels]

— knausv@springfieldstampclub.org
Daniel M. Knowles [NY: Suffolk Co, Long Island; 3c 1861-auxiliary markings]

— dknowles@med.cornell.edu
Kent Kobersteen [US Scott CII, unusual commercial usages, unusual off-cover

stamps] — kobersteen@aol.com
William Kolodrubetz [classic US post office seals]—wkolo@prodigy.net
Konigsberg, Paul [Museum of Postal History, NYC]— pkonigsb@email.usps.gov
Van Koppersmith [Alabama & Mississippi p.h.] — cleave3@aol.com
Jim Kotanchik [Franklin Co., MA & PO Seals] — jimko@speakeasy.net
George Kramer [west; western Europe, telegraph]— gjkk@optonline.net
Ken Kreager [CO postal history; series 1851-1857 3c + 1c +10c, Columbian &

Pan Am Covers, German states]— stampman@buffalopeak.com
Jon E. Krupnick [Pacific Flights 1936-46 & US Pacific Possessions]

— jonpac@aol.com
George Kubal [Dealer] — geokubal@aol.com
Alfred Kugel [20th Cent. Military Mail, US Possessions & Offices Abroad]

— afkugel@hotmail.com
Rick Kunz [RPO, AGT, RR postmarks] — rkunz@eskimo.com (see also Mobile

Post Office Society)
William O. Kvale [MN p.h.: Territorial, Civil War patriotics, early Statehood

— flo3wil@aol.com
Charles LaBlonde [WWII mail to & from Switzerland & Red Cross]

— clablonde@aol.com
Eliot Landau [U.S. Registry, U.S. Classics, All Lincoln issues on cover]

— elandau@aol.com
Walter LaForce [US Doanes & NY RFD & Co/PM cancels]

—vlwl@rochester.rr.com
Gary Laing [VA:Shenendoah, Warren, Wythe Co] — laing@naxs.com
Dick Laird [U.S. Doanes and Indiana Postal History] — d.laird@insightbb.com
Curt J. Lamm [Unusual 1851-61 townmarks] —cjlamm@netstorm.net
Eliot A. Landau — [U.S. Registry, U.S. w/ Lincoln Stamps]— elandau@aol.com
Russell C. Lang [Nebraska] — LangWhiteOak@nntc.net
Robert M. Langer [Boston ad covers; Carroll County NH]— rla4141975@aol.com
Peter B. Larson [Idaho & U.S. postal history] — plarson@wsu.edu
Ken Lawrence — [Crystal Palace World’s Fair, 1853 New York, First Issue
Nesbett Envelopes] — apsken@aol.com
Wes Leatherock — wleathus@yahoo.com
Robert Leberman [N.W. PA; British Honduras] — rcleberm@winbeam.com
Howard Lee [U.S. 4th Bureau Issue 6c, 7c, 8c,11c, 12c, 13c, 14c, 17c ]

Website http://postalhistory.com
Nancy Foutz [Dealer/collector – postcards, adv postal cards, p.history]

— dexterpc@bestweb.net
Myron Fox [WWI/WWII U.S. & German military & censored mail; postwar

occupations] — MyronFox1@aol.com
Gene Fricks [Literature, TN & NJ PH] — genefricks@comcast.net
Bob Friedman [Dealer-worldwide p.h.]— covercnr@comcast.net
Don Garrett [Mississippi] — Donompix@aol.com
Craig Garrison [WWI domestic bases; Doanes] — crg@toad.net
Douglas Gary [Dealer] — doug_gary@hotmail.com
Bob Gaudian [Connecticut Postal History] — rgstamper @aol.com
John J. Germann [Texas DPOs & postal history]  — jghist@houston.rr.com
Glen A. Gerner [Cumberland, MD] — rrdesignlvs@yahoo.com
Ray Getsug [Minnesota postal history, literature] —rayg669563@aol.com
Glenn Gholston — mgholston@osbar.org
Atholl S. Glass [Stamp affixers & control perfins]— athollglass@hotmail.com
Don Glickstein [postal cards used in Alaska] — dglicks1@earthlink.net
Peter Glover [Pre-Pearl Harbor WWII related] —pgorcassidy@earthlink.net
Michael Goldstein [RPOs, streetcars, WA,D.C. pms] — caped@starpower.net
Justin Gordon [CT postal history, PNC’s on cover]— justyod@aol.com
Max Gors [Dakota Territory & Tripp Co.] — maxagors@aol.com
John Grabowski [Prexies, famous Americans, 1941 Defense, 1902 Regular

issues] — minnjohn@alum.mit.edu
Ken Grant [Wisconsin postal history] — kgrant@uwc.edu
Maurice Grossman — mbgrossma@att.net
John Grosse [Texas] — johngrosse@compuserve.com
Ted Gruber [Nevada] — TedGruber@aol.com
E. J. Guerrant [Unusual US Stamp Usages]—ejguerrant@prodigy.net
Alex Gundel [Mail to Foreign Destinations]— Alexander.Gundel@dlr.de
Michael Gutman [Mass ph & 19th cent,. Precancels]— mikeg94@comcast.net.
Arthur Hadley [Indiana, flag cancels] — ahadley1@comcast.net
Raymond Hadley [postal cards, Wesson; Connecticut]— ray-suzann@gci.net
John Hale — jwh60@chartertn.net
Hall-Patton, Mark [CA: Orange Co; Bridge-related p.o.s]

—hallpatt@unlv.nevada.edu
Larry Haller [Handstamped Flag cancels] — LJHaller@aol.com
Ken Hamlin [Montana postal history, photographs & ephemera]

— knphamlin@bresnan.net
Scott Hansen [Aden censored mail, US Navy WWII, US Military stations in the

Philippines]  — scott.hansen@teradyne.com
Gregory Hanson [Civil War, unusual postmarks] —webberliz@aol.com
John T. Hardy, Jr. [US postal cards & general; Philippines]

— john_hardy@msn.com
Richard A. Hargarten [signed airmail & air race covers 1910-1940]

— rahargarten@yahoo.com
Ron Harmon [Florida PH] — rrhrm@hotmail.com
Labron Harris [Dealer, postal history] — labronharr@aol.com
Wayne Hassell [Dealer; collects US Marines, Wisconsin & Michigan]

— junostamps@aol.com
Thomas Hayes [South Dakota & pre-territorial Wyoming] — dakter@nvc.net
Karl Hellmann [US covers, Doanes, postcards.].— karllectibles@aol.com
Steve Henderson [military postal history] — vshenderson@aol.com
Gary Hendren [Missouri PH] — g2hslm@msn.com
Henry Higgins [Florida; TN] — henry@xtn.net
Jack Hilbing [Illinois stampless; machine cancels] —jack@hilbing.net
Robert Hill, Jr. [Virginia postal history] — bobhill@shentel.net
Terence Hines [Hanover, NH & #E12-21 on cover] — terencehines@aol.com
Gerald Hof [NY, MD, VA postal history; PanAm commemorative covers, Scott US

295-300 — alfredson2@msn.com
Tim Holmes [machine cancels] — timhol@hotmail.com
John Hotchner [20th c aux, Xmas seals tied; Spec deliv; wreck&crash mail; some

FDCs]—jmhstamp@ix.netcom.com
B. Clyde Hutchinson [US 1861 issue; CA postal history]— bch@llcllp.com
Elliott Idoff [County & Postmaster pms – West, South, Fancy Killers, postmaster

initials etc. clear strikes only — postalhistory184@aol.com
Stan Jameson [dealer] — empire65@tampabay.rr.com
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Burnham Neill [FL-Miami/Dade DPOs on PPCs; some MS, MO]
— mbneill@bellsouth.net

Howard Ness — hbness@hotmail.com
Ray Newburn  CO pre-wwII Pan Am Pacific Div; 4th & 5thBureaus (all rates]

— newburn@mindspring.com
Dan Nieuwlandt [S. California, WWII, Belgian Congo] — ieuwlandt33@msn.com
Bill Nix [OR & WA; expos; Skamania Co., WA] — wanix@gorge.net
Jim Noll — [computer postage] jenca@pacbell.net
Joe Odziana — drjoeo@earthlink.net
Larry Oliver [WW p history, pre 1900 & war mails]—oliver.lawrence@mayo.edu
Clay Olson [Tioga Co., PA] — shawmut@comcast.net
Douglas Olson [E.S.Curtis postcards, Ballard, WA, Perry (anniversary)machine

cancels] — gettyandole@msn.com
Robert Omberg [Idaho p.h.] — hsbebay@aol.com
Kevin O’Reilly [NWT, Yukon & Labrador; US APOs in Canada]—kor@theedge.ca
Steve Pacetti [1861 1c, Hawaii, Prexie postal history]— sbp57@comcast.net
Dennis Pack [Sub-station postmarks; Utah ph, USCG] — packd@hbci.com
John Palm [Merced & Mariposa Co., CA]—jwpalm@elite.net
Ray Palmer [OR: Yamhill, Polk Counties] — rpalmer@onlinemac.com
Dr. Everett L. Parker [Pitcairn, Canada, Maine]— eparker@midmaine.com
Richard Parker [Ohio Stampless] — lorandrhp@aol.com
Alan Parsons [US, UN, NY: Steuben, Schuyler & Chemung counties]

— alatholleyrd@aol.com
Ron Pascale [CT fancy cancels, Waturbury & Putnam Liberty postal history]

— pascale@pascale-lamorte.com
James Patterson — patterson@azbar.org
Donald Pearson [IN & OH p.history, machines] — donpearson@aol.com
Norman Pence [OK & Indian Territory] — norpen@hotmail.com
Randy Pence [Yangtze River Patrol; WWI medical]— catclan@earthlink.net
Ken Pendergast — kenp44@charter.net
Paul E. Petosky [MI; US & Can p.o.s on pcs]  —paul_petosky@yahoo.com

Website: http://postmarks.grandmaraismichigan.com/
James C. Pierce [Dakota Territory; 1851-1861 3-c issue]— jpqqwe@earthlink.net
Kenneth A. Pitt [Dealer. Collects LI NY, Dead Letter office to 1870, Pioneer post

cards] — pittj@erols.com
Hans Pohler [Ohio postal history, Germany, military] — hpohler@juno.com
Stephen Prigozy [Telegraph & electrical covers] — prigozys@aol.com
Ada M. Prill [Delarare Co., NY] — ada@math.rochester.edu
Robert Quintero [Detroit Mail Boat/Detroit River Sta 1895-Current]

— qover@comcast.net
Ben Ramkissoon [Chicago & Dupage Co., IL; history of U.S. space (lunar)

exploration] — rramkissoon@juno.com
Peter Rathwell [AZ pre-1890;1869 US or Can lg Queens]—prathwell@swlaw.com
Robert D. Rawlins [naval covers] — rawlins@sonic.net
Mark Reasoner [Ohio] mreasone@columbus.rr.com
Michael J. Rainey [Western covers, NV, SIE, YUB counties]— rainey@nccn.net
Reuben A. Ramkissoon— rramkissoon@juno.com
Norval L. Rasmusen [VA; Tunisia, Algeria]—nrasmu@digitalconnections.net
Byron L. Reed [South Dakota p.h.] — laposta@byronreed.com
Thomas E. Reiersgord [MN: Hennepin Co; Ux27 usages]

— Reiersgord@aol.com
*Thomas Richards [Movie star mail]— thomasr1@ohiodominican.edu
Martin Richardson [OH & IL ph, off sealed, Local posts] — martinR362@aol.com
Thomas Richardson [North Carolina P.H., APOs] — stamps@northstate.net
Harold Richow [WWI & Civilian Conservation Corp covers]— harr@mchsi.com
Al Ring [Arizona postal history] — ringal@msn.com
Norm Ritchie [CO, UT, AZ & NM p.history + all US/Canada postmarks]

—  mnp@ctos.com
Linda Roberts [UT: Park City PMs, PCs, stocks,Tokens,stereoviews, bottles, etc]

— robertsfamly@earthlink.net
William B. Robinson [Dealer; collects WI postal history]—wbrob@hotmail.com
Gilbert M. Roderick [Dealer. Downeast Stamps. Collects Straight line stampless,

cameo advertising] — destamps@acadia.net
James E. Rogers [VT machine canels, NH & ME flags]—J_Rogers@juno.com
Michael Rogers — mrogersinc@aol.com
Robert C. Roland [post cards, postal history, U.S.]— robt.roland@sbcglobal.net
Romanelli, Paul J. [bkjacks on cvr; VT, ME p history]— ocroma2000@yahoo.com

— gimpo@adnc.com
James E. Lee [Literature Dealer. Collects McHenry Co, IL] —jim@jameslee.com

& website:  www.jameslee.com
Leslie W. Lee [WI p.history & WI Doanes] — leslee@itis.com
Ron Leith [USA banknote issues to foreign destinations]

— ronleith@uniserve.com
Ron Lessard — ronlessard@att.net
Brian R. Levy [New Hampshire for Sale] — bellobl@aol.com
Bruce Lewin [China, Hong Kong, US offices in China]— bjlewin@att.net
Matthew Liebson [Ohio PH; Licking Co., Doanes, stampless]

— paperhistory@mindspring.com
David C. Lingard [Florida-4 bars, Doanes, RPO, Adv. & most anything]

— david_lingard@hotmail.com
W. Edward Linn [OR: rural stations & branches; Ntl. Airmail Wk]

—linn@winfirst.com
James R. Littell [balloon, rocket, Zeppelin post]— zepplincat@wzrd.com
William Lizotte [VT postal history, Doanes, etc]— bill.lizotte@anr.state.vt.us
Jerry Login [US UX6 postal cards] — jerl2004@msn.com
Nicholas Lombardi [US 2d Bureau issue + Registerd Mail]— 8605@comcast.net
Robert Lorenz [CT postal history] — fotolorenz@aol.com
Bud Luckey [Siskiyou Co. CA; northern CA]—luckey@snowcrest.net
Len Lukens [Oregon p.h. & trans-Pacific airmail]— llukens@easystreet.com
David Lyman [World postmarks on covers or piece] — postmark@sympatico.ca
Max Lynds [Aroostook Co., Maine p.h.] — max@pwless.net
Millard Mack — millardhmack@yahoo.com
Scott Mader [OR/CA] — maders@ohsu.edu
Larry Maddux [OR postal history; all over ad covers]— lmaddux@pacifier.com
Tom Maringer [Arkansas PH] — willwhitfoot@shirepost.com
Bob Markovits [WW I Air Corps] — RLMarkovits@aol.com
Peter Martin — pmartin2020@aol.com
Richard Martorelli [Military, Postage Due] — martorel@pobox.upenn.edu
Richard Matta [MD:Montgomery Cty & PA: McKesesport] — rkm@groom.com
Bernard Mayer [Oklahoma] — Bernie@m47303.com
Thomas C. Mazza — tmazza@dbllp.coms
Robert McAlpine — rmcalpine63@comcast.net
Larry McBride [U.S. town & DPO cancels] — lgmcbride@yahoo.com
W.T. McGreer [Dealer. Western covers to 1920] — outwest13@aol.com
David McCord [Doanes, Type E 4-Bars + AK,WA,WY,NV,OR covers]

—damac52@comcast.net
R.J. McEwen [Eastern Oregon] — rjmcewen@aol.com
Chuck & Jan McFarlane [Ausdenmoore-McFarlane Stamps]

— mcmichigan@charter.net
Bob McKain [Pittsburgh, Alaska Hiway & AK APOs]— 57-vette@adelphia.net
Michael E. Mead [Britannia Enterprises – dealer]— meadbritannia@aol.com
Jim Mehrer — [Dealer. Collects expo’s, Navy ships]—mehrer@postal-history.com

   & website http://www.postal-history.com
Steve Merchant [Stampless letters] — smerchant@adelphia.net
Doug Merenda [Columbians on cover, Columbian Expo]— ddm_50@yahoo.com
Charlie Merrill [US postal history] — cwm04@sbcglobal.net
Robert G. Metcalf [“Coal” on cover] — jax@mum.net
Jim Meverden [Milwaukee, WI ad covers; WI postal history]— meverden@att.net
Mark Metkin [Idaho postal history] — metkin@mindspring.com
Jewell Meyer [Arizona - CA] — jlmeyer_2000@yahoo.com
Corbin Miller [Idaho P.h., photo postcards] — clm@lastphase.com
Minneman, Lynn [Portland, Oregon area] — lminnema@msn.com
Harvey Mirsky [US 1847 issue] — HarveyMirsky@aol.com
John Moore [US Exposition/World’s Fair postal history]

— anne.moore@comcast.net
Steve Morehead [Colorado postal history] — steveasc@ix.netcom.com
Darren Mueller [WI-Fond du Lac Co p.history]—darren.mueller@juno.com
John G. Mullen [WA; flags; Ntl Air Mail Week; Snohomish,Skagit, Island County]

—longjohn.wa007@netzero.com
Neill D. Mullen [WA:Whatcom Co; Wash State Admission Day (Nov 11)

covers from 1889 to present] — nmullen12@comcast.net
Bob Munshower — bearmtnbob1@cs.com
Jim Myerson [US Navy & pioneer airmail,WA-Franklin]— jpm_ww@yahoo.com
Larry Neal [Holmes & Coshocton Counties, Ohio]—larryln@valkyrie.net
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Bob Summerell [General PH, postal stationery, early cinema/theatre deltiology]
— kusummer@aol.com

Summers, Ron [Philadelphia;ad covers w/ furnaces]
—summers1@mindspring.com

Greg Sutherland [Dealer: Freeman’s philatelic literature]
—gregfreecoax.net    http://www.gregfree.com

Robert Svoboda [Montana postal history]— SVOBODA7@aol.com
Bob Swanson [WWI p.h.] — rds@swansongrp.com &

www.swansongrp.com/posthist.html
John Swanson [postcards, general p.history] — jns@johnninaswanson.com
Bill Tatham [California] — wtatham@gte.net
Michael Taugher [So Cal-LA, Ventura, San Diego counties)

— mtaugher@aol.com
Lavar Taylor [German Colonies, Hong Kong, US mail to Germany; German

Seapost/Schiffspost] — ltaylor@taylorlaw.com
Stephen T. Taylor [Dealer: USA stamps & postal history]

— staylor995@aol.com & www.stephentaylor.co.uk
Gerry Tenney [Wash,Franklins & Prx, Westch &Ulster Co NY, C23’s com use;

Cancels on banknots off cover,— gtenney@earthlink.net
The Collectors Club — (New York) collectorsclub@nac.net
David Thompson [Wisconsin p.h.] — thompdae@msn.com
Don Thompson [Stampless NH, MA, FL]  — thomcat7405@aol.com
Harvey Tilles — tilles@triad.rr.com
Don Tocher [19th Century US] — dontoch@ix.netcom.com &

http://www.postalnet.com/dontocher/
Allan Tomey [Indian war military & war of 1812, esp Naval]— atomey@cs.com
Bob Trachimowicz [Worcester, Mass. P.history; Wesson Tobs of Worcester]

— bob.track@wgint.com
William Treat [CO: Clear Creek, Gilpin & Jefferson counties 1850s-1930s]

— jtsouthwest@msn.com
Kenneth Trettin — [IA: Floyd Co.&Rockford] hogman@onnitelcom.com
Selden Trimble [Confederate, early U.S.] — strimble@rollanet.org
Ron Trosclair [Louisiana postal history] — rontrosclair@yahoo.com
Joseph A. Turek [classic US, flag cancels, Doanes]— joecpa312@aol.com
Henry G. Turnbull [Arizona & Maine p.h.] — aznpthgt1@webtv.net
Tom Turner [Alabama postal history] — turnertomp@aol.com
William T. Uhls [19th C US & Canal Zone covers] — buhls@austin.rr.com
Bill Ulaszewski [Ohio history, covers, folded letters] — odeman99@aol.com
Tom Unterberger [WI: Douglas County] — unterberger@chartermi.net
Tonny van Loij — tonnyvanl@msn.com
Dirk van Gelderen [Alaska postal history] — dirk@esveld.nl
Hal Vogel — halvogel@ispwest.com
George P. Wagner [US p.history-interesting uses-small banknotes to modern;2nd

& 4th Bureau, Wash-Frank, Prex, Liberty] — gpwwauk@aol.com
Tim Wait [IL: Boone Co, Wa Bicentenneal 1932, Spec Deliv Bicycle Airmail

Special Deliv combo]  — t.wait@insightbb.com
Jim Walker [NJ: Coryell Ferry Stamp Club. Collects NJ & Eastern PA postal

history] — jiwalker@earthlink.net
W. Danforth Walker [MD: Baltimore, Howard Co., Westminster]

— dan@insurecollectibles.com
Gordon L. Wall [CA,NV,NM,WI,AZ pre-cancels; Finland]

— gordonwallwis@aol.com
Bill Wallace [IL: Cook, Lake, DuPage, Ogle counties; Chicago suburbs; ND:

western counties] — rberbill@aol.com
Charles Wallis [OK & Indian Territory] — cswallis@telepath.com
Lauck Walton [Early US machine cancels, unusual usages on postal cards, C&D,

county & postmaster cancels] — jwalton@shentel.net
William C. Walton [Mexico, Territorial covers] — wcw078@webtv.net
Ron Wankel [Nebraska & WWII APOs on #UC9] — margiegurley@aol.com
Ron Ward [Maryland PH] — Anoph2@aol.com
Richard Warfield [Dealer. Collects RPOs, MD Doanes, early Flag & machine

cancels.] — everettbooks@comcast.net
Robert Washburn [modern US esp. usages of PNCs] — stamps@kynd.net
Jim Watson [Mendocino/Lake Co. CA cancels] — pygwats@mcn.org
John S. Weigle [CA: Ventura Co; interrupted mail; officially sealed mail of world,

aux] — jweigle@vcnet.com
Rich Weiner [18th & 19th C letters w/ high content value; NC stampless Covers]

— rweiner@duke.edu
Larry Weinstock [Dealer-Western postal history]

— lwstampscovers@comcast.net
Douglas Weisz [Dealer U.S. covers] — weiszcovers@adelphia.net
Robert B. Whitney [FL & CT postalhistory] — rmwhit1@juno.com
C  Mi h l Wi d  [C tl  d  FL]  ik @ i d i

Robert G. Rose [New Jersey p.h.] — rrose@pitneyhardin.com
Hal Ross [Kansas Territorials & postmarks] — halross@sbcglobal.net
Steven Roth [Prexie-era foreign destn & WWII]— stevenroth@comcast.net
Art Rupert [Rural Branches & Stations, CPO] — aerupert@bentonrea.com
Roger Rydberg [Colorado postal history] — rrydberg5@comcast.net
Russ Ryle [Indiana p.h; U.S. Registered material]— theryles@bluemarble.net
Bill Sammis [US Express Company labels, stamps & covers]

— cds13@cornell.edu
William A. Sandrik [Dealer + collects Disinfected mail, Austrian Lloyd]

— sandrik42@verizon.net + www.ballstonphilatelics.com
A.J. Savakis [Ohio-machines] — mcsforum@earthlink.net
W. Michael Schaffer [UN postal history, forces mail] — unmike@msn.com
Allan Schefer [U.S. foreign mails 1861-1870; fancy cancels, 3c US 1861, Bicycle

ad cvrs & pcs, France 1871-75 ceres issue, prex]—schef21n@netscape.net
Henry B. Scheuer .[U.S. FDCs, pre-1935] — hscheuer@jmsonline.com
Steve Schmale [Dealer-Western states.Collects Plumas Co, Sierras & gold
mining related]  — outweststeve@comcast.net
Dennis W. Schmidt [US Off postal stationery/covers] —
officials2001@yahoo.com
Fred Schmitt  [Dealer] — fred@fredschmitt.com & http://www.fredschmitt.com
Robert Schultz [Missouri postal history]— schulhstry@aol.com
Joseph Sedivy [1909 cners-cover&card; RPO, Chi stcars]—NJSED717@aol.com
John Seidl  [Cayman Islands etc]— jseidl@mindspring.com
Larry R. Sell [postal history/banknotes,1861,1902’s] — larrysell@infoblvd.net
Mike Senta [Alaska postal history] — msenta@pobox.mtaonline.net
Norman Shachat [Phila. & Bucks Co. PH] — nshachat@msn.com
Edwin H. Shane [Philippines, WWII military PI, masonic, Computers]

— edmarshane@earthlink.net
Robert Shaub[PA:York Co; MD:BaltimoreCo— farmersdaughter@cyberia.com
Terry Shaw [Alaska] — cgsarchxx@aol.com
Timothy M. Sheehan [NM Territorial postal history]— sheehantm@aol.com
Gina Sheridan — [eclectic] gsherida8502@yahoo.com
Lawrence Sherman [WWII, HI Territorial Airmail, M.S. military mail]

— larrysherman@san.rr.com
David J. Simmons [Israel,Palestine,Gaza; U.S. Seaboard, Worcester MA]

— dsim465835@cs.com
Roland Simoneau [Nevada postal history] — rsimoneau1@cfl.rr.com
Ed Siskin [U.S. Colonial] – jeananded@comcast.net
Rich Small [Machine cancels, post offices] — rsmall003@comcast.net  &

http://hometown.aol.com/rsmall9293/mcfmain.htm
R. J. “Jack” Smalling [IA DPOs; baseball autogrs]

—jack@baseballaddresses.com
Chet Smith [US post offices; branches & stations] — cms@psu.edu
Jack M. Smith, Sr. [Texas DPOs; TX Doane Co-ordinator]— jandd@tstar.net
Fred Smyithe — fredabet@paulbunyan.net
Gus Spector [PA ad covers & postal history]— gspec56@aol.com
Keith Spencer [Alberta & western Canada] — krs2@ualberta.ca
Duane Spidle [CO & RPOs; 1907 & earlier precancels]

—dspidle@dspidle.cnc.net
Anita Sprankle [Northcentral PA DPOs] — lysprank@aol.com
Ken Stach [Dakota & Nebraska territories] — kstach@houston.rr.com
Kurt Stauffer — [WWII POW mail & military]— kastauffer@aol.com
Randy Stehle — RSTEHLE@ix.netcom.com
Rex H. “Jim” Stever [Republic of Texas] — rhstever@hotmail.com
Carl Stieg [Washington, D.C.] — carl_phil@webtv.net
Seymour B. Stiss (Chicago & IL postal history)—sbstiss@msn.com
Robert Stoldal [Nevada] - stoldal@lvcom.com
Matt Stoll [Samoa, Arizona & NJ p.h.] — stoll57@yahoo.com
Greg Stone [19th C postal history, esp MI] — michcovers@ec.rr.com
David L. Straight [Pneumatic mail] — dls@library.wustl.ed
Howard P. Strohn [CA: Monterey & San Benito Co]

— howardpstrohn@mybluelight.com
Marc Stromberg [Blood’s Despatch, CA: Alameda, C.Costa co.s; Ships of

Pearl Harbor & Clipper Mail]—marcsellshomes@msn.com
Eric Sullivan [Dealer, pcs. Collects Durant, Raquette Lk, Adirondacks, NY;

Gildersleeve, Portland, CT., postcards,ephemera. — oldcards2@aol.com
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 By Jorge Vega-Rivera

Historical Background

The Spanish monarchy had
ruled Puerto Rico with a
prejudiced, bureaucratic and

authoritarian grip that virtually
strangled Puerto Rican society both
economically and politically for over
400 years. In 1895, following a new
outbreak of the Guerra Grande be-
tween Cuba and Spain, Cuban and
Puerto Rican statesmen lobbied in
Washington and New York in favor
of a military intervention in the Car-
ibbean. Spain reacted in 1897 by
passing a new constitutional bill for
both islands that was quickly rejected
by Cuba, but carefully studied by Puerto Rican self-
government advocates.

In the States, the pressure put on Congress by the press
and public opinion was too strong to have the matter
appeased by diplomatic means. With a historical back-
ground strengthened by geopolitical and economic poli-
cies such as the Monroe Doctrine and capitalism, an

American show of force was imminent. Soon, the winds
of war swept hundreds of volunteers from the eastern
seaboard, ready to defend either their American broth-
ers and sisters, or American supremacy in the hemi-
sphere.

The Spanish-American War and the subsequent U.S.
occupation of Puerto Rico were triggered by the acci-

dental explosion of the state-of-the-
art battleship U.S.S. Maine, on the
Cuban harbor of Havana on Febru-
ary 15, 1898. After accusations, of-
ficial inquiries, bad press, and mili-
tary actions by American forces,
Spain declared war on the United
States on April 24, 1898. The next
day, the U.S. declared war on Spain,
but made it retroactive to the 21st.

As a result, American forces fought
Spain on three insular fronts: Cuba,
Puerto Rico, and the Philippines.
The first offensive directed at
Puerto Rico took place on the early
morning of May 12, 1898, when
William T. Sampson’s ships bom-
barded the capital city of San Juan

to test Spanish defenses, which had not fired a single
shot since 1797, when Sir Ralph Abercromby’s attack

U.S. Military Provisional Usages of Spanish Cancels in
Puerto Rico as a Result of the

Spanish American War (1898-99)

Copyright reserved by Jorge Vega-Rivera 2006

Figure 1 The 2nd Massachusets Regiment prepares to board transports at Tampa.

Figure 2 American troops march from Arroyo to Ponce along the southern
coast.
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The
Establishment
of the Military
Postal System
On June 6, 1898, prior
to the occupation of
Puerto Rico an Act of
Congress provided for
the establishment of
post offices at military
posts and camps on the
island. Between June 29
and July 23, 1898 in-
structions were given to
assign three postal offic-
ers to Puerto Rico, along
with an authorization to
open a military postal
station at Ponce as a
branch of the Washing-
ton, D.C. post office.
Consequently, the army
established military
bases along the south-
ern and central inva-
sion routes of the is-
land. These military
stations also acted as
agents for the post of-
fice in Washington,
D.C. for the benefit of
the officers and the
troops of the U.S. army.

on the island was successfully repelled. However, it
wasn’t until July 25, 1898 that U.S. troops landed on
Puerto Rican soil.

Upon landing on the
southern town of
Guánica, an isolated
and poorly guarded
seaport, U.S. troops
proceeded to stead-
ily march across the
island during the
next couple of
weeks. Shortly
thereafter, the
“Splendid Little
War” came to a halt
when the Peace Pro-
tocol was signed by
Spain and the U.S.
on August 12, 1898. The fighting, however, ceased the
next day following the arrival of the
news. The island’s sov-
ereignty was then di-
vided between the two
powers from that point
on until October 18,
1898, known as “Trans-
fer Day”. The conclusion
of the war was made of-
ficial when both coun-
tries ratified the Treaty of
Paris, on December 10,
1898.

Figure 3 A
partial view
of Ponce’s
busy market
square in
late 1898.

Figure 4 The road leading from Ponce in the south to the central
highlands of Adjuntas.

Figure 5
Onlookers

gather at the
docks of the

San Juan
marina and

business
quarter.
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Figure 6 The detention area at Camp Wikoff, in New York. Troops arrived and departed daily from Camp Wikoff
during the Spanish American War.

Map 1The territory of Puerto Rico on September 19, 1898 when the gradual surrender of non-occupied towns began.
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were often located where their Spanish counterparts had
operated before the invasion. As a result, postal clerks
used Spanish datestamps, obliterators and other mate-
rials, while they waited for the official devices to ar-
rive.

Between October 1, 1898 and January 1, 1899 thirteen
secondary, unnumbered military stations were opened
on key towns along the occupation route: Aguadilla,
Arecibo, Humacao, Lares, Aibonito, Caguas, Cayey,
Fajardo, San Germán, Bayamón, Río Piedras, Camuy,
and Vieques island. By January of 1899, a total of 21
military stations controlled the new military postal net-
work, which connected all of the 91 post offices
throughout Puerto Rico.

Spanish Canceling Devices:
Military Provisional Usages
In postal terms, a “provisional usage” may be difficult
to define, especially in the context of war. On the one
hand, wartime postal regulations usually mirror stan-
dard peacetime procedure, which is not unfamiliar to
postal employees out in the field. In general, stamps

are either legally accepted
or they are not; rates are
domestic, foreign or newly
instructed; and mail is de-
livered, forwarded or held.
So, even though confusion
may create anomalies,
when an order has been
issued and its instructions
followed to the letter, there
is little room for improvi-
sation.

On the other hand, how-
ever, one could also sur-
mise that the lack of ad-

Established by Henry M. Robinson, a postal agent of
the Railway Mail Service, the military postal service
was inaugurated on August 3, 1898, at 1:00pm, on the
beach at Ponce, operating from what became known as
Military Station No. 1 (Ponce and its vicinity). This
station was to be the center of the island’s military postal
administration until November 15, 1898, when it was
moved to San Juan. Initially, Military Station No. 1 had
been issued a railway-type datestamp indicating the
station’s number, the name of the island and the date,
accompanied by an oval numbered obliterator (Figure
7a). As ordered by the U.S. Postmaster General in early
August, domestic postal rates were applied to the mails
from the armed forces, whereas UPU rates were to be
applied to civilian mails.

In the following months, Robinson was in charge of
establishing additional post offices throughout the oc-
cupied territories of the island. By September 9, 1898
another seven military stations had opened, for a total
of eight numbered stations in the southern and central
regions of Puerto Rico (table 1). A few of these towns
had been occupied by U.S. forces long before they of-
ficially became military stations, and their post offices

Table 1 Puerto Rico’s first eight military stations and the date in which they were
established.

Figure 7  At left, (a) the railway type duplex postmark initially used by U.S. numbered military stations (Aug.3-Oct ’98);
(b) the 28mm Spanish dated postmark (1881-1900); (c) the official duplex device later assigned to the eight numbered
military stations (Aug.15 ’98-1900); (d) the official duplex device assigned to the thirteen unnumbered military stations
(1899-1901).
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Umpierre Colom and approved by command of Major
General Wilson to guarantee the exchange of mail in
American occupied territory.

The focus of this study, then, is a Spanish circular post-
mark showing the town of origin along the top, the name
of the island as “(PTO-RICO)” along the bottom and,
horizontally in the center, the day, month and last two
digits of the year (figure 7b). Its outer dial measures 28
millimeters in diameter, although a slightly wider and
scarcer datestamp measuring 31 millimeters was also
in use at this time. These cancels were used in Puerto
Rico by the Spanish postal administration since 1881,
and seem to have been used provisionally in U.S. oc-
cupied territory since early August 1898, just as the
postal service was being officially established by the
new Superintendent of Military Postal Stations Henry
M. Robinson. Their usage has been documented as late
as February 1900.

For the purpose of this article, Spanish cancels on offi-
cial military mail, soldiers’ letters and civilian mail will
be considered military provisional markings as long as
these datestamps were applied originally, in transit or
as receivers in one or more of the 21 officially estab-
lished military stations throughout Puerto Rico. The
military postal service as a branch of the Washington
D.C. post office, ceased its seven and a half month op-
eration on March 15, 1899 in favor of a new civilian-
run postal system.

Usages on Official Military Mail
From Landing Day on July 25, 1898 until Transfer Day,
on October 18, military communications between the
armed forces on the island and the mainland were vital
in securing possession of the territory. In fact, this was
the main reason for developing a postal system in the
first place. On early August, after requesting the Post-
master General for specific details regarding the rates
to be applied, it was instructed that U.S. domestic rates
were to be applied to the armed forces mail, and UPU
rates to civilian mail.

Official military mail, however, was admitted free as
long as it was enclosed in a regular official penalty en-
velope. Figure 8 shows a War Department official busi-
ness letter sent to the Adjutant General of the U.S. Army
in Washington D.C. from the town of Utuado, located
in the midwestern highlands, right on the border be-
tween American and Spanish territory (See map 1).
Utuado had been occupied by U.S. troops since August
3, 1898, and became Military Station No. 6 on Septem-
ber 9.

ministrative stability in a particular region, as well as
the unpredictable nature of a conflict’s outcome, could
greatly affect the rigor with which postal regulations
are enforced and procedures observed. After all, what
is instructed and what is expected of military or civil-
ian personnel could differ significantly from what ac-
tually occurs in the battlefield.

Interestingly, upon reviewing the establishment of the
military postal service in Puerto Rico, examples of both
of these cases seem to unfold simultaneously in paral-
lel scenarios. For instance, the Postmaster’s General
Order No. 297 of July 21, 1898 authorized the estab-
lishment of the first postal station in Puerto Rico. The
order, however, did not mention the town in which this
post office was to be established, presumably because
it was intended as a mobile station due to the antici-
pated activity of the military campaign. As a result, rail-
way-type canceling devices were issued for the pur-
pose of properly processing armed forces’ mail (figure
7a).

For many years, the use of these devices in U.S. mili-
tary stations in Puerto Rico has been erroneously con-
sidered “provisional”. But, the fact is that not only was
the introduction of these cancels official, it also fol-
lowed postal regulations. These postmarks, consisting
of skeleton rings and movable type, were standard de-
vices of the U.S. Railway Mail Service. They were
employed in mobile post offices and in many tempo-
rary post office locations in the United States. This
means that their use was temporary, not provisional,
inasmuch as the military situation was transitory and
military stations constituted an ad interim administra-
tive network.

In contrast, none of the postal or military orders given
to agents between 1898 and 1899 duly authorized the
use of abandoned Spanish postmarks (figure 7b) on mail
franked with U.S. issues and posted in U.S. occupied
territory. Nevertheless, postal clerks in U.S. military
stations did employ these unofficial Spanish devices to
cancel both military and civilian mail. Therefore, these
cancels represent the first provisional markings applied
by U.S. military postal authorities in Puerto Rico.

By default, the Spanish cancels were also used provi-
sionally in most of the 50+ “autonomous” civilian post
offices which had been abandoned by the retreating
Spanish authorities during the war. These autonomous
post offices became part of a mail service, in itself pro-
visional, established jointly by the mayor of Ponce
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ter the invasion. Merchants had experienced difficult
times in the 25 years that preceded the war. For this
reason, most businesses based in San Juan, struggling
to maintain commercial ties with far away towns, could
not afford to halt operations and continued to provide
services and trade merchandise.

This fact is supported by several letters sent from U.S
occupied towns to businesses located in San Juan, the
last Spanish stronghold. Ironically, these covers trav-
eled through the lines to the Spanish-held Capital of
the island, bearing U.S. stamps that had been cancelled

Initially established in June 16th, 1775, the Adjutant
General’s Department officially became known as such
by the act of March 3, 1813. Its mission was to train
leaders and soldiers in providing personnel service sup-
port for the Army. It was also responsible for the proce-
dures affecting personnel procurement and for the ad-
ministration and preservation of records of all army
personnel. This means that even though the there is no
information on the specific identity of the sender, it can
be assumed that this communication was sent from the
newly established military station concerning person-
nel records or recruitment.

The letter was carried on horseback inside a
tropical weather-resistant, wax-sealed jute
(plant fiber) bag from Utuado southbound
to Adjuntas, and then on wagon down to
Ponce. There it was probably put on the next
vessel headed for New York, (perhaps the
S.S. Evelyn which arrived with mail at Ponce
on September 15th) so it could later be re-
dispatched to Washington D.C.

“Through-the-lines” Usages
As a result of the signing of the Peace Pro-
tocol on August 12, 1898, there were only
20 days of actual inland troop warfare in
Puerto Rico. So even though the U.S. Navy
had laid a blockade to strangle Spanish de-
fenses, inter-island commerce continued to
function in a regular fashion during and af-

Figure 8  This official War Department penalty envelope with no stamp affixed shows a Spanish Utuado provisional
marking from Military Station No.6.

Figure 9 This cover traveled through the lines from U.S. occupied
territory to San Juan, on mid-September 1898.
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the American military postal system, so they operated
autonomously for a short time following U.S. postal
regulations, as they were in “American” soil.

These small post offices used U.S. stamps instead of
Spanish issues and, of course, could only use the old
Spanish devices on the mail they processed. In many
cases, they dispatched local mail to military stations
and even acted as exchange offices between them. It
wasn’t until late November 1898 that all 91 post of-
fices throughout the island were absorbed by the mili-
tary postal system.

After Puerto Rico was officially transferred to the U.S.
Department of the Interior in October 18, 1898, postal
rates applied to intra-island civilian mails were low-
ered to account for the island’s new political status as a

territory of the United States. Accordingly, a two cent
domestic fee was introduced to all towns throughout

the island, as evidenced by the commercial
correspondence in figure 10. It was sent by
Juan R. Garzot, a merchant based in
Naguabo, located in the southeastern coast
of the island.

In this case, the two cent stamp was can-
celled by a provisional NAGUABO. (PTO.-
RICO). / -1DIC.98. datestamp. Sent from
an autonomous civilian post office, the let-
ter was carried on horseback the same day
to Fajardo, which became an unnumbered
military station precisely on December 1,
1898. Curiously, the reverse shows this
Fajardo Spanish provisional transit mark-
ing with the wrong month, apparently due

by Spanish devices. Most of the surviving commercial
correspondence belongs to San Juan merchant bankers
Santisteban Chavarri & Co., a Spanish local trading firm
which granted loans, sold merchandise and rented
equipment to smaller merchants and farmers, and even
owned silver and iron mines in different parts of the
island. Other covers were sent to the world-famous
Lanman & Kemp, in New York

The commercial letter shown in figure 9 was also sent
from Military Station No. 6 in Utuado. Officially, only
U.S stamps were valid for the prepayment of postage
since August 2, 1898. The five cent stamp, cancelled
by a mute killer, paid the Universal Postal Union for-
eign rate of 5 cents for non-military mail, as the letter
went from U.S. territory into Spanish or foreign terri-
tory. The cover was dispatched by wagon operated by
a native carrier from Utuado to Arecibo, a coastal town
under Spanish control. From Arecibo, the cover was
carried by rail eastbound along the northern coast to
San Juan. No receiver was stamped on the back of the
cover, which was sent to Santisteban Chavarri & Co.

Military Station Transit Markings
Under the administration of the U.S. military station
network there were only 21 postal offices in Puerto Rico.
The Spanish government, however, had been surren-
dering a much larger number of post offices as the U.S.
troops gradually advanced to the east, north, and west.
These post offices were not immediately taken over by

Figure 10 This commercial cover was mailed to San Juan from an
“autonomous” post office outside the military command, through
Fajardo on the day this town became a military station.

Figure 11 Reverse of cover in figure 10.
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tions were established in the main occupied towns.
These stations, as expected, processed many letters sent
by the soldiers to their families in the mainland.

As American troops of the 1st and 4th Ohio battalions
advanced from Arroyo, they made their way
into Guayama where they met Spanish
troops in combat for several hours. After
making them retreat, American soldiers fol-
lowed them north into the town of Cayey,
at the base of the island’s central mountain
range. The cover in Figure 12 was sent four
months later by a lieutenant in Company H
of the 47th Regiment stationed in this un-
numbered military station, established on
December 1, 1898. Interestingly, the stamp
was cancelled with an American obliterator
used in official duplex devices issued for
military stations later on (figure 7c) —a rare
combination of Spanish and American
markings on a cover.

Military Station to Military
Station Usages
The establishment of military stations on the

island was achieved in six separate stages between
August 1898 and January 1899. The first eight (num-
bered) military stations were established during the three
initial stages, from August 3 until September 9, 1898.
But, to satisfy the postal demand of the expanding
American territory on the island, thirteen unnumbered
military stations were opened in three final stages.

One group of four was established on October 1, 1898,
and then another four stations opened on December 1,
1898. The cover in Figure 14  belongs to this group,
showing a Spanish cancel provisionally used from

to an oversight by the clerk as it was the 1st of the month
(figure 11). The letter was then carried on horseback
along the northern coast to San Juan, where it was
backstamped with an official Military Station No. 4 du-
plex receiver.

This cover clearly illustrates the transitional process of
the U.S. military postal service in Puerto Rico. On the
one hand, the letter was posted in an independent post
office, recently abandoned by Spanish government of-
ficials but not yet taken over by the U.S. military postal
system. It was then re-dispatched through a brand new
unnumbered military station which had not received
its official devices at that point, and was finally deliv-
ered at a properly established numbered military sta-
tion with official devices of all kinds.

Provisional Usage on Soldier’s Mail
The U.S. army landed at Guánica on July 25, 1898, and
then marched along a northwestern route through Yauco,
San Germán and Hormigueros. However, at least three
other landings were timely executed between late July
and early August. On July 28, U.S. troops landed at
Ponce and spread from there in separate routes that led
into the interior. Later, on August 1st, two simultaneous
landings took place: one at Arroyo in the southeastern
coast, and also at Fajardo in the western tip of the is-
land. As the military advance continued, military sta-

Figure 13 Here’s a detail of a commercial letter con-
firming that the oval killer was a separate handstamp used
in combination with the provisional datestamp.

Figure 12 This 1899 soldier’s letter shows an unusual combination
of a Cayey Spanish provisional datestamp and an American circled
“1” oval killer.
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Rico. The station was established three and
a half months after Vieques itself was occu-
pied and garrisoned by the U.S. Infantry, on
September 19, 1898.

The commercial cover in Figure 15 was
franked with the two cent Trans-Mississippi

issue, to pay for the domestic rate introduced after the
official transfer of Puerto Rico. The stamp is tied by a
Spanish datestamp provisionally used from the short-
lived Vieques Station. It was sent to San Juan, so it was
carried by sailing schooner to Punta Santiago
(Humacao’s seaport linking office) and then briefly on
horseback to Humacao Station, on the eastern coast of
Puerto Rico. From there, it was carried to San Juan by
way of Caguas on horseback and coach (figure 16).

Conclusion
A survey of 61 covers franked with United
States issues bearing Spanish cancels reveals
that 42% of this mail was sent from military
stations across the island. Roughly 75% of
this portion was sent by local merchants from
different municipalities of Puerto Rico. This
indicates that no matter how uncertain or
unstable the times may have seemed to the
average Puerto Rican between 1898 and
1899, the Spanish American War hardly in-
terrupted normal daily activities on the is-
land. Life in most towns was unaffected by
the presence of U.S. soldiers marching
through the streets, as most citizens regarded
the occupation positively as a long-awaited
“rescue operation” in which their lives were
not at risk.

Caguas unnumbered military station, almost two months
after it became a military post. It was sent to Military
Station No. 4, in San Juan.

The last five unnumbered military stations, however,
were established as late as January 1, 1899, which means
they were in operation for only two and a half months,
as the military postal system came to an end on March
15,1899. One of these was located in the small island
of Vieques, nine miles off the eastern coast of Puerto

Figure 14 The Caguas Spanish cancel on this commercial cover is the
latest known usage of this provisional marking.

Figure 15 This cover was stamped with no less than three different
types of military station datestamps: a Vieques Spanish provisional, an
Humacao unnumbered station transit cds, and a San Juan Military
Station No. 4 receiver.

Figure 16 Backstamp transit and receiving
marks on the cover in figure 15.
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On the other hand, official military letters and
soldiers’mail accounted for 15% of this military sta-
tion correspondence, whereas only 10% of the recorded
covers seem to have been sent by the civilian popula-
tion. Spanish-canceled commercial mail may have been
larger than any other type of mail with provisional Span-
ish markings between 1898 and 1899. Nevertheless,
because these letters became part of well kept company
archives that withstood the test of time, a larger vol-
ume of this mail has survived. Most civilian mail did
not enjoy the privileges of preservation once the letters
reached their intended destinations!

From the census, however, we can identify patterns that
enable us to understand the scope of this military pro-
visional usage. For instance, even though it was not
expressly authorized, we have confirmed that provi-
sionally canceling mail with Spanish datestamps was
widely accepted in military stations throughout the is-
land during the transitional period of the postal admin-
istration. Also, we’ve discovered that this usage extends
along the entire period of the military postal system
from August 3, 1898 until March 15, 1899, especially
in the case of unnumbered military stations.

Finally, the geographical data associated with the us-
age of Spanish provisional datestamps reveals that, al-
though it was almost entirely defined by the invasion
routes, it was conditioned by the pace at which the mili-
tary postal system developed during its seven and a half
month operation, before the new Independent Depart-
ment of Posts of Porto Rico took over.
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  November 2006                       19

The Post Offices of Knox County, Kentucky
Part 2

By Robert M. Rennick
(Continued from Vol. 37, No. 4)

on April 6, 1905 to serve a locality called Hemlock,
was named for the Knox County Sprule or Sproul fam-
ily (perhaps for James Sproul [1853-1930]). It closed
in 1983.

William Martin proposed his family name for a post
office on some unidentified Collins Fork tributary, but
as it was then in use in Lewis County he called his of-
fice Dallas. According to his two Site Location Reports,
it was five miles northeast of Hopper and two road miles
from the Clay County Line. It operated from May 5,
1909 through November 1912. Its name derivation re-
mains unknown.

The Criss post office, established on July 20, 1917 by
John M. Cole, was on Collins, one mile south of the
Clay County line, and two miles north of Fount. It op-
erated till mid September 1925. It’s said to have been
given the first name of a prominent local person, not
otherwise identified.

Woollum, one of several Kentucky post offices that
operated in two counties and served residents of both,
was named by and probably for its first postmaster
Samuel J. Woollum. He established it on Collins a

couple of miles within Clay County on March 5, 1900.
Cotton was his first name choice. By early 1909 the
office, with S.A. Blevins, postmaster, was a mere 700
feet from the Knox County Line. It was moved again,
on October 6, 1924, by Henry W. Cobb, an earlier Sprule
postmaster, to a site 500 feet within Knox County, one
mile north of Criss. Several more short distance moves
along the Fork within the next thirty years brought it
half a mile up Collins and Ky 11 from the Clay County
line where it still operates.

To serve the C&M Branch’s Green Road
Station, midway between Fount and
Girdler, the Green Road post office was
opened on November 30, 1927, with Mrs.
Alice Hammons, its first postmaster. It still
operates, on Ky 11, at the mouth of Bunker
Branch, half a mile south of the station site.
Whence the name? Half a mile below (north
of) the post office lies the Greenbriar Branch
of Collins, and half a mile below that is
Green Branch. Otherwise, no one seems to
know the name’s origin.

POST OFFICES IN THE LYNN CAMP CREEK

VALLEYS AND BRANCHES

The main channel of this stream drains
northwestern Knox County, eastern Whit-
ley County, and the southern edge of Lau-
rel County for fifteen miles to join the Lau-
rel River (a Cumberland River branch) a
little over a mile northwest of Corbin. ForKnox County, Kentucky

Note: All
postmark
illustrations
in this article
are courtesy
of the PMCC
Collection.
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POST OFFICES ON THE EAST FORK OF LYNN CAMP CREEK

Lynn Camp’s East Fork heads one mile south of
Brafford Store (Rossland) and extends for ten miles west
to join the main channel just east of downtown Corbin.

Somewhere in the East Fork watershed was the Single-
ton post office which George R. Barton operated from
October 2, 1882 to mid April 1883. According to his
Site Location Report he first proposed his own family
name for the office that would be three miles sse of the
Lynn Camp post office (then at the junction of the
present Ky 830 and 233, at the southern edge of Lau-
rel County), and eleven miles from Barbourville. It may
have been named though for A.R. and Mariah L. Single-
ton of whom nothing is known.

Around 1890 the North Jellico Coal Company estab-
lished the Bertha Mine, one of the county’s earliest
coal operations, about a mile up what became the Ber-
tha Hollow of Lynn Camp’s East Fork. Bertha is be-
lieved to have been the daughter (nee March 1883) of
George Darby who established there the Bertha post
office on January 4, 1899. By that time the community
that had developed around the mine had a population
of some 1,200. The post office closed in late February
1915, but by then a Bertha Station had opened on the
L&N tracks, one mile north, at the mouth of the Hol-
low, and midway between Gray and Rossland.

at least seven miles it serves as the Knox-
Whitley County line. Four post offices
served this stream’s Knox County section.
12

The little recalled and short lived Steel post
office (April 13, 1881 to September 22,
1884) served postmaster Harrison H. Steel’s
grist mill, several other area mills, and some
other businesses on the east side of Lynn
Camp (or possibly its Stewart Creek
branch.) It’s believed to have been at or just
north of the future Wilton coal camp site,
and may have been its precursor.

In 1900 the North Jellico Coal Company opened a mine
and a camp some four miles east of Woodbine and the
Lynn Camp’s main channel on the Whitley County line.
By December of the following year the camp, by then
called Wilton, for reasons unknown, had been reached
by the L&N’s Coal Switch (later Wilton Branch) spur
line from Woodbine. On August 26, 1901 the Wilton
post office was established with Charles S. Neild of
Harrodsburg, Ky., the mine superintendent, as its first
postmaster. By 1910 some 1,500 residents in 391 homes
were being served by the company’s commissary, elec-
tric power plant, hotel, and nearby lake. The town failed
to survive the decline in coal production in the 1920s,
and by 1931, with the abandonment of the railroad, it
was gone. But the post office remained, at several vi-

cinity locations (most recently on a branch of Stewarts
Creek, less than half a mile north of Ky 6, and 132
miles north of Barbourville) till 1948.

Stephen Dowis would open a post office in his store on
Lynn Camp, two miles below its head and perhaps 12
miles above (southeast of) the site of the future Wilton
Camp. Dowis Store, his first name preference, gave
way to Do and Stephen operated his office from May
26, 1881 through 1885.

The derivation of Dumas, applied to an office on Lynn
Camp, half a mile from Whitley County and 1 ½ miles
southeast of Corbin, is also unknown. Jacob Watson
and Henry Fuson ran the office between January 3, 1923
and 1934.
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Emanuel. When it closed in 1937 the office was at the
mouth of Poplar Branch of Stonecoal, one rail mile west
of its first site.

The hamlet, rail station, and post office of Baileys
Switch, just below the mouth of Middle Fork, four miles
north of Barbourville, developed near the site of a camp
occupied by Daniel Boone in 1769, and again in 1775
when he was laying out a trail to the newly settled Blue-
grass. The post office was established on September
15, 1890 shortly after the L&N erected a switch on store-
keeper and lumberman John R. Bailey’s Land, and
Bailey was appointed its first postmaster. By the time
the office was suspended on June 23, 1987 it was at the
junction of US 25E and Ky 229. Since the switch too is
gone the local community is now simply Baileys.

The village of Gray with an active post office is on Ky
1232 (old US 25E), on the north side of Lynn Camp’s
East Fork, just south of the new (four lane) US 25E,
and some ten miles northwest of Barbourville. While
some county historians believe its name identified a
small crossroads settlement there before the L&N ar-
rived in 1887, others trace it to the establishment of its
station that year and the post office on January 25, 1888.
They attribute it to Calvin C. Gray, a local farmer, mer-
chant, and mill owner who gave the railroad its right-
of-way through his farm. He was the first postmaster
and station agent, though he was shortly succeeded in
both roles by his brother Ben T., a storekeeper and coal
mine operator. For some reason the post office name
was spelled without the terminal “s” and this spelling
has been preserved on all maps and records since. The
“s”, however, has always been sounded locally.

Robert Martin’s proposed Cupid post office opened as
Baden [bay/duhn] somewhere on or near the Hazel Fork
of Lynn Camp’s East Fork. According to his Site Loca-
tion Report it would be 3 ½ miles north of Gray and
three miles southeast of the Lynn Camp post office in
Laurel County. He alone operated it from June 22, 1905
through August 1914. The source of neither name is
known. In Germany, Austria, and Switzerland, Baden,
alone or in combination with something else, denotes a
spa or watering place. This, though, doesn’t seem to be
the case in Knox County. Another post office whose
name source and precise location are not known was
Watch. This was opened on September 27, 1916 by
Abijah P. Hopper somewhere 3
½ miles east of Corbin and 22
miles north of Lynn Camp’s East
Fork and the L&N’s tracks. His
first proposed name was Sturgill
for a local family. In 1926 it was
moved three fourths of a mile
southwest to a point one mile north of the tracks and
the then route of US 25E, and one fourth of a mile west
of Stony Fork of East Fork where it closed in 1951.

According to Mrs. Bertha J. Vaughn’s Site Location
Report, the Locality of Vaughn, somewhere between
Corbin and Watch, and probably on the road that be-
came US 25E, would be served by a post office called
Abiff. It lasted all of six months (July 8, 1922 to mid
January 1923). Whence Abiff is not known.

OTHER POST OFFICES ON THE L&N’S CUMBERLAND VAL-
LEY LINE AND IN LYNN CAMP’S EAST FORK WATERSHED

A Stokes County, North Carolina native Emanuel Pfaff
(1826-1909) settled with his parents Peter and Leah in
Knox County before 1830. To serve the community of
Stonecoal at the mouth of Stonecoal Branch of Richland
Creek’s Middle Fork,13 four miles northwest of
Barbourville, James Bowlin, on September 14, 1886,
opened the Emanuel post office. Shortly thereafter, at
several sites, the office was serving several stores, a
grist mill, and the area’s L&N shipping point Lovell.
By the turn of the century the station too was called
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Whitley County two years later. Still later the first Isaac
site was served by the Gausdale post office (see be-
low).

At three sites between the river and the Whitley County
line, most recently on (the present) Rte. 1530, some
eight miles below (southwest of) Barbourville, John V.
C1oyd, et al. maintained the Clate post office. C1oyd’s

first proposed name was Bon (something), but neither
that nor C1ate, by which it operated from September
LL, 1888 through August 1917, has been explained.

One or more Campbell families gave their name to a
post office established on July 14, 1893 to serve an L&N
station 22 miles southeast of Gray and three miles north-
west of Emanuel. Sarah F. Campbell was its first post-
master.14 It closed at the end of October 1902.

Another office, at or near the Campbell site, was estab-
lished on May 6, 1911 as Charlton to serve the L&N’s
Charlton Station. William H. Lee was its only post-
master, and the office closed in late July 1912. This
vicinity is identified on current published maps as
Arkle. Neither Charlton nor Arkle have been name
derived.

Just before the turn of the twentieth century, to serve
the L&N’s Dewey Station, three miles east of Corbin
and 22 miles west of Gray, a post office of this name
would be established. Shortly thereafter the station was
named Si1er [sa/luhr] for a local family.15 Since this
name was already in use by a Whitley County post of-
fice, the office to be established here would be called
Peace for the local family of Simon (ne ca. 1861) and
Sarah Peace.16 But on its application this was misread
as Place by postal clerks and the office was opened in
this name on May 15, 1899 with Mary B. Hodge, post-
master. While the post office was Place till it closed in
November 1963, local people have preferred the name
Siler for the station and community around it, and this
name was officially retained by a BGN decision in 1970.

Today the Siler community centers on two stores at the
junction of Rtes. 1232 (old US 23E) and 830, just north
of the tracks.

TWO CUMBERLAND VALLEY POST OFFICES THAT SERVED

THE WHITLEY-KNOX COUNTIES BORDER AREA

Isaac Bryant established and named the Isaac post of-
fice on May 17, 1883 within Whitley County to serve
the folks on Goodin Creek, an east-side branch of the
Cumberland River ten miles below Barbourville. The
following year Josiah Smith moved it half a mile or so
up the creek to a site just over the Knox County Line.
On closing in February 1886 its vicinity was served by
the Dishman post office till that was moved back to

Post Offices in the Stinking Creek
Watershed
Stinking Creek heads at its head forks—Alex Creek
and Pigeon Fork, one mile above (northeast of) the Mills
post office. It extends for about nineteen miles to join
the Cumberland River one mile below Himyar and two
miles above Artemus. In use by 1784, as it was so iden-
tified on John Filson’s Kentucky map of that year, the
name was given by early hunters for the odor of rotting
animal carcasses thrown in the creek after the removal
of their hides. Twelve post offices served the Stinking
watershed.

THE FIVE POST OFFICES ON STINKING’S MAIN CHANNEL

AND KY 718

On January 10, 1890, to serve the neighborhood around
the mouth of the Roaring Fork of Stinking, an area
settled in the 1830s by Knox pioneer John Walker’s
son Brice,17 Augustus “Gus” Walker established the
Walkers post office. It was discontinued in March 1895,
but was re-established by “Gus” as simply Walker on
April 7, 1899. Several moves progressively down the
creek brought it to its present location half a mile be-
low the mouth of Stinking’s Middle Fork, and 12 miles
above (east of) DeWitt (and 132 miles east of
Barbourville via the four lane US 25E and Ky 718.)



  November 2006                       23

Also on January 10, 1890 Allen Messer of
another pioneer Knox family established the
Messer post office to serve a village of some
300 residents four miles above Walkers.
Other Messers—John W., Anthony, and
Champ(ion)—followed Allen till the office
closed in mid June 1905. The Messer School
and Community Center at the mouth of Lau-
rel Creek survived till recent years along with
the Messers Store on Buckeye Fork.

Three years after Messer’s closing its vicin-
ity was again served by a post office called
Caverock for a large jutting rock there used as a trav-
elers’ shelter. It was operated from May 9, 1908 through
May 1910 by William Smith and James Keningham.

Somewhere above the head forks of Stinking another
of the county’s several Isaac Mills established the Mills
post office on May 27, 1891 to serve a key timbering
area which produced logs for shipment down the creek
to the loading depot at Flat Lick. After several moves
on Stinking it ended its days in October 1993 at the late
Nasby B. Mills’ store at the mouth of Acorn Creek, 6 ½
road miles above Walker.

The Dewitt [dee/wiht]
post office, long at the
mouth of Stinking
Creek’s Road Fork,
roughly midway be-
tween Flat Lick and
Walker (s) , was established at Lewis Campbell’s store
on April 26, 1894. As there was already a Campbell
post office in Knox County (see above) Jesse Campbell,
Lewis’ father and the postmaster-designate, named it,
it’s said, for an old man who lived in that vicinity in the
mid nineteenth century but about whom nothing else is
known. The office continues to serve this
crossroads hamlet with store and school at
the junction of Ky 223 and 718.

THREE POST OFFICES UP THE ROAD FORK

CREEK

Through the nineteenth century this stream
was known as Trace Fork for the route along
it traveled by eighteenth century Indians and
white hunters, the so-called “Warriors’ Path”
that led ultimately to the Ohio River. The
stream heads just south of the Clay County
line and, paralleled by Ky 223, extends for

about 9 ½ miles to Stinking Creek, some 8 and 3/4 miles
above the latter’s Cumberland River confluence.

On the same day (January 10, 1890) that the Walkers
and Messer post offices were established, C.E.
Hammons opened the Hammons post office some six
or so miles up the then Trace Fork. Inexplicably, the
Post Office Department saw fit, two years later, to re-
spell the name Hammond and this meaningless name
has since been perpetuated on all maps and records.18

The office closed in 1975.

Just below the head of Road Fork, a little over a mile
from the Clay County line, and 3 ½ miles above
Hammond, William C. Warren’s Caudill post office
operated between October 24, 1916 and mid Novem-
ber 1917. Caudill is an old eastern Kentucky family
name.

Since Road Fork was already in use by a Pike County
post office, Andrew J. Carnes chose the unexplained
Barnyard for his Knox office roughly midway between
Hammond and Dewitt. He, Pearl Carnes, and others
operated it between November 15, 1926 and 1950.
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head branches)? Joseph and Henry Slusher, of one of
the area’s dominant families, were its first postmasters.
After at least seven known moves up and down Pigeon
Fork, it closed in 1951 just below the mouth of Low
Gap Branch, 1 ½ miles above (east of) Mills (then at
the mouth of Acorn). Neither Eros nor Erose has been
explained.

About a mile up Stinking’s four mile long Turkey Creek
branch, 2 ½ miles from Flat Lick and Himyar on the
L&N, William S. Woodson established, on May 25,
1916, the Baughman [bahf/muhn] post office. The
Baughmans (whose name was also sometimes pro-
nounced bahk/muhn) were another old Knox County
family. For some time in the 1920s and 30s, the neigh-
borhood served by this office was also known as Tur-
key Creek. In 1966 the office became a rural branch of
Barbourville, six miles west, via the new US 25E.

POST OFFICES SERVING BRUSH CREEK, KY. 225, AND

THE OLD CUMBERLAND AND ARTEMUS-JELLICO

RAILROADS’ COAL TOWNS AND STATIONS

Brush Creek heads just south of the Bell County line
and the Brush Creek Gap and extends for nearly thir-
teen miles to the Cumberland River, half a mile south
of Artemus, and three fourths of a mile south of the
L&N’s Cumberland Valley Line. Nine post offices
served the coal mines, camps, and rail stations in its
valleys.

A coal field developed a mile up Owens Branch of (the
lower end of) Brush Creek prompted the East Jellico
Coal Company in 1894 to build a three mile spur to
bring its coal to the L&N’s Cumberland Valley’s load-
ing station at Artemus. In 1905 the Warren, Pennsylva-
nia-based Cumberland Coal Company, having acquired
coal lands some eight miles up Brush, completed a line
called the Cumberland Railroad to its holdings. Finan-
cial overextension allowed the railroad to go into re-
ceivership and in 1924 it was purchased at public auc-
tion and renamed the Artemus-Jellico Railroad to re-
flect its then route between Artemus and the Kentucky-
Jellico mines at the upper end of the valley. By 1939,
with the closing of the mines in the valley and the

POST OFFICES ON STINKING’S MIDDLE FORK

Heading at its head forks—Jeff and Salt Gum—Middle
Fork extends for slightly over four miles south to Stink-
ing Creek at Walkers’ first site.

The first of Middle Fork’s two offices was Scalfton
[skaef/tuhn. This was operated between July 13, 1883
and January 14, 1884 by Peter Sca1f. It was re-estab-
lished as Scalf on December 23, 1897 by James Matison
Scalf probably at or near its first site. This is believed
to have been at the Hubbard Branch, 22 miles up the
Fork, for it’s known to have served Hubbard’s Mill in
the 1880s. It’s still here.

On Jeff Creek, just above its Salt Gum confluence, two
miles above (north
of) Scalf, was the
Salt Gum post of-
fice. This was es-
tablished on Janu-
ary 7, 1926 by
Obie Bargo, a
sawmill operator,
whose large family has lived on the 3 ½ mile long Salt
Gum. His first name choice was Bargo, but whence
Salt Gum, even for the creek, remains an enigma.
What’s a “salt gum”? Anyway, in 1930 storekeeper
Victor Bingham moved the office one fourth of a mile
up Jeff where it was suspended on March 31, 1989.

OTHER STINKING POST OFFICES

For three years from September 1899 an Eros post of-
fice operated just north of Paint Gap (on the Clay
County line) and just south of the head of (main) Goose
Creek. Could this have been a forerunner of Knox
County’s Erose post office which was established in
May 1909 somewhere on Pigeon Fork (one of Stinking’s
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their Kentucky-Jellico Coal Company and re-estab-
lished the post office as Kayjay on April 9, 1931.
Claudius D. Silvers was its first postmaster. In 1952
Kentucky-Jellico discontinued its operations and the
(by then) Artemus-Jellico Railroad shut down. From
1960 to 1975 the post office was a rural branch of
Barbourville’s.

Meanwhile, the Anchor Block Coal Company of Knox-
ville, Tennessee was developing its holdings at the head
of Tye Fork to which a 2.7 mile Cumberland Railroad
spur was being laid from Lunsford to serve this un-
folding operation. The Anchor post office was estab-
lished on March 31, 1908 with Hugh W. Smith, post-
master, and soon the Anchor Station and nearly 300
residents were in the coal business. But in 1942 the
mine and community were abandoned and the post of-
fice was closed.

On May 20, 1900 John R. Trosper (ne November 1860)
opened a post office in his family’s name at (or near)
the mouth of Brush Creek’s Powers Branch, 4 ½ road
miles south of the river. By 1906, when storekeeper-
blacksmith James B. (Jim) Trosper (1858-1931) became
postmaster, the office was serving the new Cumberland
Railroad’s Bennett Switch or Bennettsville Station
and the area’s Bennettsville-Jellico Coal Mines devel-
oped by and named for Dr. Samuel Bennett. Thence
came some moves up and down the creek and tracks
till, in 1933, the office was serving the Rock Cliff Sta-
tion and the Franklin Coal Company’s holdings just
below Powers. It still operates at the mouth of Powers.

completion of a highway (now Ky 225), the railroad
began to be phased out and was eventually abandoned.
19

To serve the new Keel Station on the L&N’s
Cumberland Valley Railroad, just above the mouth of
Stinking Creek and three miles below (northeast of)
Flat Lick, James M. Durham, on September 8, 1888,
opened the Elon [ee/luhn] post office. But on March
18th of the following year storekeeper and new post-
master John W. Hemphill had the office moved 1 ½
miles down the tracks and the river to a point one mile
north of the mouth of Brush Creek and four miles above
(southeast of) Barbourville. It would serve another
newly opened station called Artemus [ahr/teem/uhs],
named in 1888 for Artemus Ward Herndon (ne August
1863) who had donated the right-of-way and depot site
for the loading of area coal.

The office was renamed Brush Creek but, on June 1,
1891, it became Artemus. In 1894 and 1905 the
Artemus Station became the junction point for the in-
dependent Brush Creek rail lines. Some coal lading and
several small businesses continue to support a fairly
thriving community centering at the junction of Ky 225
and 930, though it’s nothing to what it had been in the
coal boom of the early 1900s.

Where the East Jellico Coal Company loaded the prod-
ucts of its two Ovens Branch mines onto its rail cars it
established a town it called East Jellico and a station
aptly named Coalport. To serve them the Jellico post
office opened on November 10, -1897, with Fred G.
Tice, postmaster, but by the end of that year the office
had also become Coalport. All was gone by the end of
1910.

At the mouth of Brush Creek’s Tye Fork, ten miles south
of Artemus, Nimrod Lunsford, on November 2, 1898,
established the Lunsford post office [Luhnz/fuhrd]. His
first proposed name was Bear for the one mile long
stream that joins Brush Creek from the east. Shortly
after the office closed in July 1908, the Cumberland
Railroad reached this site and opened its Lunsford Sta-
tion as a freight shipping point. In 1930 the Bryan W.
Whitfields (Sr. and Jr.) developed here the holdings of

Anchor, KY, fancy cancel
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4, 1906, the Warren post office was opened with James
Whitcomb Owens, postmaster. 20 The office was dis-
continued in 1950.

In August 1911 a two mile long Cumberland Railroad
extension was completed from Warren to a point near

the head of Brush
Creek for the
Wheeler Broth-
ers’ Brush Creek
Mining and
Manufacturing
Company mines.
Here was estab-
lished the

Wheeler Station and, on January 22, 1912, the Wheeler
post office. Robert L. Wheeler (1878-1940), the firm’s
president and general manager, was its first postmas-
ter. When the mines closed in 1929 the rail extension
was abandoned. But the post office survived, also to
1950.21

OTHER CUMBERLAND RIVER VALLEY POST OFFICES

Of the approximately 700 mile long main Cumberland
River channel some thirty three miles are in Knox
County.

The post office of Holden (name also underived) oper-
ated from October 1, 1900 through April 1914. It was
some three miles east of Barbourville, halfway up the
eight mile long Fighting Creek which joins the river 1
½ miles above Barbourville and just south of Boone
Heights. First postmaster Joseph H. Walton’s first pro-
posed name was Cora, perhaps for Cora Grindstaff who
succeeded him in 1906.

In the late 1870s, some two miles above Flat Lick,
Oliver P. Ely opened a coal mine. Soon the two mile
long Cumberland River branch passing through his land
was known as Elys Branch or Elys Hollow. In 1889 he
deeded land to the L&N’s Cumberland Valley line for
a right-of-way and station which also took the Elys
name [ee/leez]. Several yards up the branch W.R.
Hughes, dba the Hughes-Jellico Coal Company, opened
a mine in 1904 to which a rail spur was extended and a

From July 10, 1913 to mid July 1919, when Trosper
was three fourths of a mile above the Bennettsville
Station and mine, another post office, called Bradel
[probably braed/uh1] was serving the Bennett Coal in-
terests. This name is believed to be a combination of
the names of W.D. Ellison, who applied for the office,
and John Bradley, the first postmaster. Shortly after its
closing, the Trosper office was moved back to the
Bennettsville site.

The Lay post office was established at the mouth of
Lay Branch of Little Brush Creek, on September 27,
1905 with James Hampton, postmaster. It was named
for an area lumberman Lewis J. Lay (1860-1943) and
his wife Jane who had acquired land on this west-side-
of-Brush branch in the 1880s. In 1907, however, the
office was moved 1 ½ miles east to the Little Brush’s
mouth, two miles south of the river, where it was soon
serving the Myrick Station, the R. Dean Collieries,
and the Slick Lizzard Mines. Myrick was named for
the Tennessee-born Francis Myrick, who was living
with the Lays. The office closed in 1936.

The Cumberland Coal Company of Warren, Pennsyl-
vania was incorporated in 1902 to develop coal lands
some eight miles up Brush. To ship its products to the
L&N station at Artemus it built its Cumberland Rail-
road in 1905 and, at the mouth of Chestnut Branch of
Brush, a mile north
of Lunsford, located
its Cumberland
Station. Here a
community called
Warren was estab-
lished and, on April
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Perhaps, for some strange reason,
it referred to the ancient kingdom
of the Himyars in the Yemeni Up-
lands of the Arabian peninsula
which, in the early Christian era,
is known to have achieved great
wealth and power by controlling the spice trade be-
tween the Orient and the developing Mediterranean
world. By the early fifth century (A.D.) its king and
many of its subjects had converted to Judaeism, and to

avenge the persecution of fellow Jews by the Ethio-
pian Christians, had allied themselves with the Persians
in opposition to the emerging Christian states of Af-
rica. They were all but destroyed in retaliation and by
the mid seventh century. After their conquest by
Mohammed, their remnants had been converted to Is-
lam.23

But this still doesn’t tell us why they were honored by
the name of a race horse, or, indeed, by the name of a
Kentucky post office.

The Himyar post office was established on May 28,
1906 with Joseph Liford, the first postmaster, to serve
the community and station. After a number of short dis-
tance moves it was suspended in March 1984.

Of Knox County’s eighty one post offices, twenty were
foci of settlements with more or less definable bound-
aries and concentrated populations. Many of these were
coal camps with limited life spans (though several have
survived as residential communities). Sixteen offices
(Artemus, Barbourville, Bimble, Bryants Store, Can-
non, Dewitt, Flat Lick, Girdler, Gray, Green Road,
Heidrick, Hinkle, Scalf, Trosper, Walker, and Woollum)
are still active. Only one, Barbourville, serves an in-
corporated community, the county’s seat. Corbin, a city
shared with neighboring Whitley County, will be con-
sidered in the chapter devoted to this county.24 Most of
Knox’s post offices, including several extant ones,
served only a local store or two, and perhaps a mill, a
rail station, a school or church, and the rural families
dependent on them.

Forty seven post offices bore the names of local or area
persons/ families; five had geographic or descriptive
names; and five were named for local or nearby fea-
tures. Two offices had other name sources (local In-
dian-white relations and prized oxen), while two or
more derivations apiece accounted for two others. Six-
teen office names are as yet underived, and seven of-
fices have not yet been precisely located.

station called Hujel [hyu/djuhl] was located. In 1905 a
post office to be called Ely was applied for but opened

as Hujel. In September 1907 its
postmaster Rufus Murphy Rice had
it moved from Hujel Station some
400 feet to the main tracks to serve
the Elys Station and the newly de-
veloped Ely Jellico and Matthews
Jellico Companies’ mines, and took

the Elys name. After several moves between the sta-
tion and a point just short of the Bell County line, a
mile or so up the river, and long after the area’s coal
operations had fizzled, the post office closed in 1952.
By then the office was 0.3 miles above Elys Station
and two thirds of a mile below the Belt County line,
and was serving a locality also known as Dry Hill.

Two sites in the lower end of the Flat Creek valley,
between a half and one mile up from the Cumberland
River, were served, from May 3, 1907 to 1958, by the
inexplicably named Permon post office. Its first post-
master Joseph Grant’s first proposed name for it was
Logan by which that locality was then known.

Finally, there’s the hamlet, L&N station, and post of-
fice of Himyar [hihm/yuhr] on the Cumberland River
about a mile above (east of) the mouth of Stinking Creek
and 2 ½ miles from Artemus. Founded in 1898 by
Stephen Watt, and with the hope that it would be one of
the fastest growing towns in Kentucky, it’s said to have
been named for one of the state’s fastest race horses.
This was an English mount named Himyar whose owner
may once have drilled for oil in its vicinity. At least
that’s one possibility.22

Another is the local tale, a real folk etymology, re-
counted by the columnist Joe Creason, about the local
man who had lost a promising stallion colt. A search
was begun and the man who found him shouted ‘him
yar!’ And the horse’s stable became the first post office
site.

But why would a race horse be called Himyar any-
way? And what did the name mean and where did it
come from?
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11. While James’ Pulaski County descendants continued as Girdler through
the nineteenth and into the twentieth century, Knox Countians of that fam-
ily, through Michael (1813-1888), who had settled and owned land on Little
Poplar, have spelled their name Girdner. I’ve never learned why.

12. See Pp. for more on Lynn Camp Creek and its name derivation.

13. For some reason this stream is identified on current published maps

as Stone Cover Branch; and some records give the Pfaff name as Poff.

14. The first name proposed for the Campbell office may have been Clyde.

15. For more on the Silers see below.

16. Simon was a descendant of Joseph Peace who had settled in Knox County
at least by 1810. Related Peace families had extensive antebellum land-
holdings in Whitley and Knox Counties through the nineteenth century.

17. The Roaring Fork of Stinking Creek was named for the loud noise of its
waters over the rock bed, a definite roaring sound likened by local folks to
that of a lion.

18. The Hammons family can probably be traced back to Peter, a Revolu-
tionary War veteran from North Carolina. Two later Hammond (sic) post-
masters were Sol A. and Joseph Hammons.

19. Elmer Sulzer, Ghost Railroads of Kentucky, Indianapolis, Indiana: V.A.
Jones Co., 1967, Pp. 203-10

20. It’s believed by some that the Warren post office was also named for
J.C. Warren, a local mine owner; and we know that a James M. Warren
became postmaster on January 25, 1907.

21. According to Sulzer, op.cit., a proposed rail extension from Wheeler to
Jellico, Tennessee through a tunnel in Brush Creek Gap and along Greasy
Creek never materialized. The Artemus and Jellico Railroad ceased its en-
tire operation in 1952, and its track dismantlement was completed by the
following spring.

22. Himyar, the race horse, may not have been all that fast, for he

only came in second to Day Star in the Fourth Kentucky Derby, 1878.

23. At least according to Philip K. Hitti’s History of the Arabs (1935).

24. According to the 2000 Census, only twenty four per cent of Corbin’s
population resided in Knox County.

25. The county’s Carnes families were descended from the brothers

Thomas and Abner who settled on Roaring Fork in the very early 1800s.
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Twenty five post offices bore names that were not the
first proposed for them, while twenty two served com-
munities, neighborhoods, or rail stations with other
names, and eight had name changes.

Four offices were authorized but never operated. Some-
where in the Road Fork valley (of Stinking Creek) Sol
A. Hammons (ne November 1869) would operate the
Sol post office but his May 28, 1903 order was rescinded
on July 30, 1904. Mary and Green M. Campbell’s June
4, 1903 order for an Emmet post office (location and
name derivation unknown) was also rescinded, on De-
cember 14, 1904. As was James T. Morgan’s order of
February 17, 1908 for the Rossland post office to serve
the rail station of that name near the site of the Brafford
Store, and A. Carnes’ order of November 30, 1907 for
a Carnes post office, half a mile up the Roaring Fork
of Stinking.25

End Notes
1. According to Gordon DenBoer (compiler) and John H. Long (editor)

of the Atlas of Historical County Boundaries—Kentucky, New York: Simon
& Schuster, 1994, Pp. 246-54, Knox in 1806 lost 130 square miles toward
the creation of Clay County and, in 1810, lost eighty square miles toward
Rockcastle County. The new Whitley County acquired 660 square miles in
1818, and Harlan picked up 770 square miles toward the newly organized
Laurel County. In 1838 it gained forty square miles from Harlan County,
but in 1867 lost another 150 square miles toward (Josh) Bell County.

2. The story goes that the recently appointed county court commissioners,
failing to break a three to three tie in their vote to locate the new county’s
seat at either the settlement of Flat Lick or the site of Ballinger’s tavern,
unanimously adopted Barbour’s offer of thirty-eight acres. (Charles K. Steele,
“First Cabin in Kentucky Was in Present Knox County” Lexington Leader,
June 30, 1938, III, P. 41:1-8)

3. Old Flat Lick was given as Pogues on Edmund F. Lee’s New Map of
Kentucky, Etc. in 1856. The area between the mouth of Sandy Branch and
Pogue Hollow, a mile above, was identified on Civil War era maps as Pogue.
The Pogues were a pioneer family that produced a succession of county
sheriffs and justices before the Civil War. Pogues Branch (or Hollow, as it’s
now called) was named for pioneer settler John Pogue who had a tavern on
the Cumberland about 1824 and a water mill there in 1830. James Pogue
later heired the mill. (According to K.S. Sol Warren’s 1976 history, Pp. 66,
199.)

4. According to the late Orange Prichard of Barbourville, through a letter
from K.S. Sol Warren to the author, May 6, 1987, this branch is said to have
been four miles from the Mackey Bend Ferry across the Cumberland River.

5. Ibid.

6. John E. (ne 1865) was of a large family that had acquired considerable
land in Knox and Bell Counties.

7. Indian Creek heads in Candle Ridge and extends roughly 10 ½ miles to
the Cumberland opposite Mackey Bend.

8. Richland Creek was so identified by William Calk in a 1775 entry in his
journal (According to H.H. Fuson’s Bell County history, 1947, P. 101)

9. The terminal “s” in the family name is, curiously, crossed out in Parker’s
Site Location Report.

10. In 1949, according to Ernest Tuggle, Jr.’s Site Location Report, the post
office was still serving the community of Highland Park.
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CALIFORNIA
1  ALCATRAZ, 1939 VG DUPLEX ON COMM’L COVER (74-63). EST. $8
2  PERRY, 1906 F DOANE REC’D ON PPC (05-16). EST. $6
3  PIETA, 1896 VG CDS ON CREASED GPC (91-97). EST. $150
4  PINERIDGE, 1909 F 4-BAR ON PPC (92-44). EST. $6
5  PIONEER, 1906 F EKU DOANE ON PPC (01-09). EST. $25
6  PINNACLES, 1926 VG 4-BAR ON GPC. EST. $8
7  PLANO, 1914 VG 4-BAR ON COVER (71-15). EST. $15
8  PLANTATION, 1933 VG LD 4-BAR ON COVER (02-33). EST. $8
9  PLASTER CITY, 1938 F 4-BAR ON COVER (24-64). EST. $5
10  PLATEAU, 1900 VG CDS ON COVER (89-09). EST. $45
11  PLEYTO, 1907 VG EKU MOT-2510 ON PPC (84-25). EST. $15
12  POLARIS, 1910 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (01-23). EST. $12
13  PORT LOS ANGELES, 1908 F 4-BAR ON PPC (97/08). EST. $15
14  PORT WINE, 1902 G+ CDS ON COVER (61-18). EST. $18
15  PRADO, 1908 F 4-BAR ON PPC (07-35). EST. $6
16  PRESIDIO OF MONTEREY, 1916 VG SL ON PPC (15-19). EST. $30
17  PRESIDIO OF MONTEREY, 1917 F 4-BAR ON CREASED CVR. E. $25
18  PRIEST VALLEY, 1892 G+ LKU MOT-2590 ON COVER (83/34). E. $20
19  PRIZE, 1906 F CDS ON PPC (00-19). EST. $12
20  (Q)UICKSIL(VER), 1908 PARTIAL CDS ON PPC (00-10). EST. $10
21  QUINBY, 1912 F 4-BAR ON PPC (07-15). EST. $25
22  REDDOG, 1865 G+ CDS ON COVER (55-69). EST. $150
23  RED ROCK, 1916 F 4-BAR ON GPC (88/33). EST. $6
24  REWARD, 1910 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (09-37). EST. $8
25  RICHLAND, 1904 F DCS O/S ON GPC (99-05). EST. $35
26  RIVERSIDE/ARL. STA., 1912 F DUPLEX ON PPC (00-23). EST. $6
27  RIVERSIDE/CASA BLANCA STA., 1929 EKU RIV-2490 (28-74). E. $8
28  ROBINSONS, 1901 VG DUPLEX ON COVER RED’D @ RT (95-02). $30
29  ROCK CREEK, ca1860 F MS ON COVER (58-71). EST. $175
30  ROLLIN, 1909 F 4-BAR ON PPC W/SM TEAR (98-27). EST. $12
31  ROOSEVELT, 1913 F 4-BAR ON PPC (02-25). EST. $15
32  ROSEDALE, 1910 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (91-13). EST. $12
33  ROSEWOOD, 1941 F FD ON COVER (41-55). EST. $6
34  ROUTIERS, 1874 F EARLY MS ON MOURNING CVR (73-99). E. $160
35  RUBICON, 1910 VG LKU ELD-3390 ON PPC (01/13). EST. $35
36  RUST, 1909 F 4-BAR ON PPC (09-16). EST. $12
37  SAINT VINCENTS, 1921 VG 4-BAR ON COVER W/CC (96-23). E. $20
38  SALADA BEACH, 1910 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (07-35). EST. $5
39  SALSIG, 1912 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (04-12). EST. $20
40  SALINAS CITY, 1877 G+ LKU MOT-2710. EST. $10
41  SAN ANTONIO, 1874 F CDS ON COVER W/STAIN (58-87). EST. $75
42  SAN ANTONIO, 1905 G DOANE REC’D & O/S ON PPC (91-05). E. $90
43  SAN ARDO, 1938 F 4-BAR ON COVER W/TONING. EST. $6
44  SAN BENITO, 1873 F MS ON COVER W/LETTER (MONT CO.) E. $150
45  SANDBERG, 1928 F 4-BAR ON COVER (18-44). EST. $6

COLORADO
46  HELENA, 1868 VG MS ON COVER W/EDGE FAULTS (66-80). E. $200
47  LEHMAN, 1909 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (03-11). EST. $35
48  NAST, 1911 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (08-19). EST. $35
49  PEACEFUL VALLEY, 1931 VG 4-BAR ON COVER (17-35). EST. $8
50  PINON, 1910 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (07-21). EST. $15
51  RED MOUNTAIN, 1899 VG CDS ON COVER W/SM TEAR (83/13). E. $30
52  WAUNITA HOT SPRINGS, 1931 VG 4-BAR ON COVER (10-42). E. $15

IDAHO
53  BIG ISLAND, 1909 F 4-BAR ON PPC W/SM CREASE (08-11). E. $75
54  BONANZA, 1911 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (94/14). EST. $20
55  CLAWSON, 1910 F 4-BAR ON PPC (06-15). EST. $20
56  EMMETT, ca1912 TYPE 11F MS RFD (SCRIBBLE ONLY) ON PPC. $8
57  FALKS STORE, 1908 F 4-BAR REC’D ON PPC (71-10). EST. $20
58  FERRELL, 1908 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (02-21). EST. $12
59  FORT LEMHI, 1902 F CDS ON REG’D PACKAGE REC (70-02). E. $50
60  HOVER, 1903 F CDS ON CREASED REG’D PACKAGE REC (02-05). $75
61  LARDO, 1911 F LIGHT DOANE ON PPC (99-17). EST. $12

WASHINGTON
62  BECK, 1907 F LIGHT 4-BAR REC’D ON PPC W/SM TEAR (06-08). $75
63  BRUSH PRAIRIE, ca1915 TYPE 11F MS RFD (SCRIBBLE ONLY). $5
64  McKINLEY, 1908 F 4-BAR ON PPC (07-10). EST. $12
65  KENDALL, 1910 VG DOANE ON PPC (02-26). EST. $12
66  LONG LAKE, 1912 F 4-BAR ON PPC (11-16). EST. $45
67  MISSION, 1899 VG CDS ON COVER (89-04). EST. $20
68  MORA, 1927 G+ 4-BAR ON PPC (00-42). EST. $6
69  MYRT(L)E, 1908 VG PARTIAL CDS ON PPC (03-13). EST. $20
70  PYSHT, 3/19/07 EKU DOANE REC’D ON PPC (02-44). EST. $6

Railway Post Offices (RPOs)
71  ASHLAND & GERBER, 1924 VG (894-H-3) ON PPC W/SM TEAR. E. $6
72  CALISTOGA & S.F., 1936 VG (983-D-1) ON COVER. EST. $8
73  CORDOVA & KOD(IAK), 1940 VG PARTIAL (X-45-a) ON COVER. E $12
74  DET & ALGONAC, 1912 F (Q-3-e) ON PPC. EST. $30
75  DETROIT & ALGONAC/RURAL FREE DEL., 1900 F B/S ON CVR. E. $50
76  FRESNO & PORTERSVILLE, ’96 VG (992.3-B-1) CVR RED’D @ RT. 15
77  MARKET (ST. SA)N FRAN, 1903 G PARTIAL (SF-1-c) ON CVR. E $20
78  REDBLUFF & SACRA, 1909 F (982-M-1) ON PPC. EST. $6
79  SACRAMENTO, CAL.TERM., 1917 G+ (999-G-1) ON PPC. EST. $5
80  SACTO & FRESNO, 1945 F (979-K-1) ON COVER. EST. $8
81  SAN FRAN. & SOL./AGT., ca1885 F (980-C-2) ON COVER. EST. $40
82  SEATTLE & SEWARD, 1940 F (X-14-l) ON COVER. EST. $8
83  SEATTLE & SEWARD/S.S. ALASKA, 1927 F (X-14-tb) ON COVER. $25
84  TRUCKEE & LAKE TAHOE, 1914 G+ (997.4-A-1) ON PPC. EST. $15
85  VALLEY SPG’S & LODI/RRO ERR., ’10 F (948.2-A-1) ON CVR. $25
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By H. J. Berthelot
My principal medium of collecting is the United States
(U.S.) postal card. Among my interests are postal cards
that were delivered or returned “postage due.” Deter-
mining why postal officials handled a particular card
in a certain manner increases my knowledge not only
of the postage due system, but also of U.S. philatelic
history in general. The two postal cards shown herein
were acquired at different times and from different deal-
ers. Both cards were used by the Minneapolis, Minne-
sota Public Library. The card in figure 1 was mailed in
November of 1891, while the card in figure 2 was mailed
in February of 1892. Comparing the two cards, I noted
that they were handled differently when returned as
unclaimed to the library, from the Minneapolis Post
Office. This article will attempt to explain—speculate
on—why the former card was returned free
of additional charge and the latter card was
returned postage due.

At the outset, the U.S. Post Office
Department’s (the POD) policy regarding the
forwarding or returning of mail matter will
be summarized. Between 1798 and 1866, the
POD considered a letter “delivered” if it were
taken to the address originally designated by
the writer. If a letter could not be delivered
as originally addressed, postal officials “for-
warded” the letter when possible and as-
sessed new postage from the particular post
office each time the letter was forwarded.
Each new charge was paid either at the post
office from which the letter was forwarded,
or at the post office of delivery.

The POD had no policy prior to July of 1860
for “returning” letters to their writers. If a
letter could not be delivered as addressed and
no longer could be forwarded, it was desig-
nated a “dead letter.” As such, the letter was
advertised by the POD for a fee, and if not
claimed, disposed of according to postal
regulation. Beginning 23 July 1860, writers
were allowed to endorse their letters with a
“return request.” If uncalled for, letters with
return requests (and the writer’s return ad-

Different Handling of Two Postal Cards Returned as
Unclaimed to the Minneapolis Public Library in 1892

dress) were returned free of charge after thirty days, or
a lesser period of time when indicated by writer in the
return request.

Beginning 1 July 1866, postal regulations provided that
a prepaid First-Class letter could be forwarded when
requested by the addressee, or returned to the writer if
it could not be delivered. If the letter did not have a
return address, it was sent to the Dead Letter Office,
which was authorized to open sealed letters seeking an
address. The 1866 Postal Regulations allowed Second-
and Third-Class mail to be forwarded or returned upon
the payment of additional postage, then one cent per
two ounces. Those regulations were changed in 1873.
The new regulations required that a Third-Class mail
item be fully prepaid, otherwise it would not be for-
warded to a new address, nor returned to the writer.

Figure 1  Address and message sides of a pre-printed Minneapolis
Public Library card. Mailed on 17 November 1891 as an overdue book
notice, the card was returned to the library by the post office on 12
January 1892, as undeliverable First-Class mail.
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In May of 1873, the POD issued its first postal card.
Postal regulations released in July of 1873 authorized
postal cards to be handled in the same manner as pre-
paid First-Class letters were handled, meaning postal
cards could be forwarded to a new address or returned
to their writers free of additional charge.

Postal regulations published in 1879 changed the pro-
cedure for handling fully prepaid Third-Class mail. The
new procedure allowed Third-Class mail, upon which
one full rate of postage had been paid, to be forwarded
free, at the request of the addressee. However, the re-
turn of Third-Class mail still required payment of addi-
tional postage at the one cent per two ounce rate.

As relates to postal cards, Section 481 of the 1879 Postal
Regulations provided that:

unclaimed postal cards, wholly written, [were to be]
sent to the Dead-Letter Office with the post offices regu-
lar return at the expiration of thirty days. Foreign postal
cards [were to be] tied in a package by themselves.

Postal regulations published in 1887 once
again changed the way Third-Class mail was
handled. Under these regulations, Third-
Class mail could not be forwarded or returned
free of charge unless new postage was paid
at the then current rate of one cent per four
ounces. The Third-Class mail item did not
have to be prepaid and there did not have to
be a request to forward. Two sections in the
1887 Regulations dealt specifically with
postal cards. Those sections directed postal
officials as follows:

Section 324. Postal cards are first-class mat-
ter, and may be forwarded on request, and they
should be returned to the writer from the of-
fice of address when unclaimed; but no re-
quest for such return should he placed on the
address side.

Section 595. When the message upon an un-
claimed postal card is wholly or partially writ-
ten, and the name and address of the writer is
disclosed the same shall be returned to writer
after thirty days from date of receipt, with the
words “RETURNED TO WRITER, “ stamped
thereon, and his name and address written
underneath across the face of the card. If the
message be wholly printed, [the card] will be
treated as printed matter.

Another section of the 1887 Regulations di-
rected postal officials as to the disposition
of domestic printed matter, including postal

cards. That section specified that:

Section 598. Domestic printed matter obviously with-
out value, including printed postal cards, must not be
sent to the Dead Letter Office when unclaimed, ex-
cept that on which postage is due, but must be dis-
posed of as waste paper, ... .

At the time the cards shown herein were used, the 1887
Regulations were in effect. So we will examine the il-
lustrated cards under the directives and guidelines stated
in the above quoted sections of those regulations. [In
some situations, the regulations served as guidelines,
allowing clerks to be subjective in their classification
of certain items. The regulations in other situations di-
rected clerks to handle certain items in a specific man-
ner. The reader will see this when the cards are exam-
ined.] The one-cent Jefferson postal card with portrait

Figure 2  Address and message sides of a pre-printed Minneapolis
Public Library card. Mailed on 15 February 1892 as notice that a book
was being held on reserve, the card was returned to the library by the
Minneapolis Post Office on 8 March 1892, as undeliverable Third-
Class mail.
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line marking “ONE CENT DUE TO THE / LIBRARY
FOR THIS NOTICE.” All hand-stamped markings on
the card were applied in magenta ink.

From the directory markings on this card, one may as-
sume a clerk in the Minneapolis Post Office handled it
pursuant to Sections 595 and 598 of the 1887 Regula-
tions. Subjectively viewing the card as being “wholly
printed,” the clerk focused on the second sentence of
Section 595, which mandated that such cards “be treated
as printed matter,” that is as Third-Class mail, which
could be returned only with an additional charge of one
cent per four ounces, the then current printed matter/
Third-Class rate. The clerk then considered Section 598,
which addressed the disposition of printed matter that
was “obviously without value.” Since this card had been
sent by the Minneapolis Public Library, the clerk de-
cided—again subjectively—that the information
gleaned from the card upon its return would be “of
value” to the library. The clerk thus affixed the “RE-
TURNED TO WRITER” marking, but in this instance
also included the one cent due marking required for the
return of a Third-Class mail item that weighed four
ounces or less.

There are other possibilities regarding the different way
the two cards were handled: (1) that the Minneapolis
clerk who handled the card in Figure 1 did not know or
forgot to return it as Third-Class—and thus postage
due—mail, or; (2) that some time between 12 January
and 8 March of 1892 the Minneapolis Post Office
stopped returning cards to the library as First-Class mail
and began returning cards as Third-Class mail. What-
ever scenario transpired, I do not believe the unusual,
hand-stamped due marking struck on the card in Fig-
ure 2 was prepared for a “one-time” use.

More printed cards from the Minneapolis Public Li-
brary are needed! Does any reader have an 1886-is-
sued card that was sent out by the Minneapolis Public
Library and returned by the Minneapolis Post Office
during the months of January, February and March of
1892? If so, I would appreciate receiving information:
about the auxiliary markings affixed to the card; if post-
age due was assessed for returning the card; if the due
marking illustrated herein, or any other due marking,
was used on the card; and if a postage due adhesive
was utilized to account for the amount collected. Any
new information gathered on the subject will be shared
in an addendum to this article. I would also appreciate
comments from any reader on this subject.

at top center was issued by the POD on 1 December
1886. The Minneapolis, Minnesota Public Library
printed cards from that issue for use by the library.

Referring to figure 1, we see from the address side of
the card that it was sent locally on 17 November 1891.
On the card’s message side was an overdue book no-
tice. Minneapolis postal officials were not able to de-
liver the card as addressed and not able to forward it, as
evidenced on the address side by the manuscript “Not
there” and the circular “NOT IN CITY DIRECTORY.”
Sent to General Delivery in Minneapolis on 9 Decem-
ber 1891 to await call, the card was subsequently re-
turned to the library on 12 January 1892, with the
pointed-hand marking “RETURNED TO WRITER By
Minneapolis, Minn., P.O.” That marking was also af-
fixed to the message side of the card. All of the hand-
stamped markings on this card were struck in magenta
ink.

From the directory markings, one may assume a clerk
at the Minneapolis Post Office handled the card pursu-
ant to Sections 324 and 595 of the 1887 Regulations.
Subjectively viewing the card as being “partially writ-
ten,” the clerk noted from the first sentence of Section
595 that when “the name and address of the writer [was]
disclosed,” the unclaimed card was to be returned to
writer after thirty days. And, since “postal cards [were]
first-class matter” under Section 324, the clerk surmised
that this card “should be returned to the writer from the
[post] office of address.” The clerk thus applied the
Minneapolis Post Office’s “RETURNED TO
WRITER” marking and returned the card free of charge.
Now compare the handling of this card with the han-
dling of the card seen in figure 2.

The Minneapolis, Minnesota Public Library mailed the
card seen in Figure 2 on 15 February 1892 to a local
addressee. The card’s message side advised addressee
that the book he had requested would be held on re-
serve for a certain period of time. Minneapolis postal
officials were unable to deliver the card as addressed -
note on the address side the manuscript “Nosuchno”
[No such number] and the “NOT IN OFFICE DIREC-
TORY. 1.” marking. Sent to General Delivery in Min-
neapolis on 17 February to await call, the card was ul-
timately returned to the library on 8 March 1892, as
evidenced by the pointed-hand marking “RETURNED
TO WRITER By the Minneapolis, Minn., P.O.” Refer-
ring to the message side once more, we see the pointed-
hand marking was again affixed, along with the double-
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POSTMASTERS GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
XXIII. John A.J. Creswell, 1869-1874

by Daniel Y. Meschter
John Creswell was usually known as John Angel James
Creswell from about the time he entered
Congress. His twentieth century biogra-
phers regularly accepted this form although
at least one substituted “Angle” for “An-
gel” and the New York Times gave his sur-
name as “Cresswell” in announcing Grant’s
cabinet appointments1. Contemporary evi-
dence, however, is that Creswell’s birth
name was John Andrew Jackson, a form
popular in his day honoring Andrew Jack-
son  frontiersman, war hero, Democratic
icon, and President. It is the version used
in the Encyclopedia Dickinsonia, derived
from Dickinson College’s records2 and in
the Biographical Directory of the American Congress.
It appears, therefore, that he changed his middle name
following his election to the House of Representatives
as a Republican, contriving the awkward “Angel James”
in order to eliminate his Andrew Jackson association
and still retain his “A.J.” middle initials.

He was born in November 1828 to wealthy parents at
Port Deposit, Maryland, then called Creswell’s Ferry
on the Susquehanna River3. He was well educated in
preparation for entering Dickinson College from which
he graduated in 1848 at the head of his class. He was
admitted to the Maryland bar in 1850 and opened a law
practice in Elkton where he became ranked as one of
the foremost attorneys and political leaders in Mary-
land within just a few years. He entered politics as a
Whig; but upon the demise of the Whig Party changed
to the Democrats in time to become a delegate to the
1856 Democratic Convention in Cincinnati that nomi-
nated Buchanan for president. Troubled by the contro-
versy within the party over the slavery issue and de-
claring himself in support of the Union, he shifted again
to the Republicans in 1861. As a Republican he sup-
ported the enlistment of black soldiers in the Union
Army and eloquently affirmed Lincoln’s Emancipation
Proclamation. In the meantime he won election to the
Maryland House of Delegates in which he was influen-
tial in keeping Maryland from seceding. He was elected
to Congress on the Republican ticket in 1862, but failed
in his bid for reelection. He then was chosen to fill a

vacancy in the U.S. Senate from 1865 to 1867. He sided
with the Radical Republicans and supported the im-
peachment of Andrew Johnson, although he did not take
part in Johnson’s trial. He supported Grant for presi-
dent at the 1868 National Republican Convention; but
declined his own nomination for vice president.

Grant’s appointment of Creswell for Post-
master General on March 5, 1869 was
widely endorsed because of his loyalty
to both to the Civil War hero personally
and the radical wing of the party to which
both he and Grant subscribed. He had
experience in both houses of Congress
and, not least, satisfied southern Repub-
licans urging the appointment of a repre-
sentative from a southern state to the Cabi-

net. Perhaps even more importantly, he and
the General were close enough for Grant

to write him a letter of apology for having to cancel a
social visit and for him and his wife to be at Grant’s
bedside when he died in 18844.

The America Creswell faced in the spring of 1869 was
the advent of a new era. The ravages of war the Johnson
Administration failed to ameliorate still were every-
where. Southern planters struggled to find ways to work
what was left of their plantations without slave labor.
The government’s huge debt, inflated currency, and high
unemployment impeded economic recovery. Northern
industries were seeking new products and wider mar-
kets to utilize their excess capacities. Meanwhile, a mil-
lion war veterans unwilling to go back to the farm after
they had seen “Paree” and a flood of foreign immi-
grants were looking to the newly-opened west for op-
portunities in agriculture and mining, if they could only
reach it. Still there was promise of a more vibrant fu-
ture in the air.

Not least among the harbingers of better things to come
was the completion of the transcontinental railroad on
May 10, 1869, only two months after Creswell took
office, that reduced the mail transit time from the Mis-
souri River to Sacramento from more than sixty days
by pack train in 1851 to four days by rail and from
New York to San Francisco from twenty-five to thirty
days via the Isthmus to a week. Daily mails to New
Orleans now took less than four days by two all-rail
routes. Furthermore, the Overland Route opened the
Orient to American commerce and the western plains

John A.J. Creswell
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to settlement by homesteaders seeking land they could
call their own, while New Orleans provided an outlet
from mid American farms and factories to world mar-
kets. The impact on postal service reaching out from
the railroads to newly settled communities was obvi-
ous to all.

Creswell defined his goals as Postmaster General in
two questions he propounded in his first annual report5.
First, “How can the postal service of the country be
made most efficient?” and second, “How can it be re-
lieved from the heavy deficiencies annually charged
against it?” He could not have been unaware that to
make the post office at least break even had been an
ideal for many years achieved by only a few Postmas-
ters General and never for long. Accordingly, he went
on to refer to the President’s goals for a sound economy:
“Knowing it to be your desire that the department should
be restored to a self-sustaining condition as rapidly as
a faithful discharge of its duties would permit, I have
diligently sought the true answers to the above ques-
tions.”

In his analyses of the annual deficits, Creswell added
depreciation of the paper currency to inadequate post-
age on printed matter and the franking privilege as the
principal causes preventing the post office from becom-
ing self-sustaining. Inflation, of course, was a national
policy issue which he expected, correctly as it turned
out, would be of temporary duration. The other two
would require congressional action for which he tire-
lessly lobbied. Although he was never able to generate
a surplus, Creswell took pride in reducing the annual
deficits during his first three years in office which he
achieved more by holding the annual increases in ex-
penditures to less than the corresponding increases in
revenues rather than through a retrenchment policy such
as Joseph Holt had attempted. But he was unable to
control costs in his fourth and fifth years when they
spiraled out of control.

Alexander Randall, Creswell’s predecessor, gave it as
his opinion that it was unreasonable to expect the Post
Office to pay its way during postwar recovery and de-
cided that the rapid growth of the postal service justi-
fied a new plan of organization which he said he in-
tended to prepare and submit to Congress. However, it
fell to Creswell, as a gifted attorney and former mem-
ber of Congress, to develop and submit the bill Con-
gress passed as An Act to revise, consolidate and amend
the Statutes relating to the Post Office Department6.
Rather than restructuring the Post Office, this act con-
solidated existing legislation into what lawyers call a

revised statute comprising 327 sections in the Statutes
at Large that became known in the Post Office Depart-
ment as “the postal code” or simply, “the code.” The
sections of especial interest to Creswell relating to in-
adequate and unpaid postage on second and third class
printed matter, the franking privilege and free mail
matter, and readjustment of railroad pay were scarcely
more than restatements of existing law that did little to
achieve his goals to reduce the Post Office’s annual
deficits. Section 265, however, addressed the problem
of railroad pay to the extent of permitting him to allow
increases up to 50% to railroads furnishing railway post
office cars. It was in approaching Congress for reme-
dial actions on these issues that he achieved his great-
est successes.

Provisions relating to the exercise of the franking privi-
lege by public officials (§180) and to mail matter al-
lowed to pass free through the mails (§184) were treated
separately to distinguish official mail originating in the
executive departments and Congress from free mail
matter not on public business. In the case of free mail
matter, the Act of March 3, 1873 repealed all laws per-
mitting the transmission by mail of any free matter
“whatever be” from June 30, 18737. This included news-
papers within the county where printed and exchanges,
but this privilege was reinstated a year later by the Act
of June 23, 1874, except for newspapers deposited in
carrier offices or delivered by carriers on which post-
age was required8. This 1874 Act also contained a novel
provision that only took effect on January 1, 1875 after
Creswell and his successor, James W. Marshall, left
office requiring publishers to weigh newspapers and
periodicals in bulk and prepay postage at a rate per
pound by a special newspaper/periodical stamp affixed
to a receipt book retained in the post office, instead of
charging postage on each newspaper or magazine indi-
vidually as had previously been the case. In this man-
ner, through a number of adjustments that taken one at
a time appeared minor, Creswell obtained improve-
ments on rates on printed matter and the very impor-
tant requirement for prepayment that did much to solve
the problem of transmitting free matter through the
mails.

The franking privilege was a different matter. Postmas-
ters General had complained of it as a costly burden
and a major cause of persistent deficits since George
Plitt, Kendall’s special agent, returned from his year-
long survey of European postal systems in 1840 and
recommended its abolishment. It was, however, a per-
quisite Congress was loath to give up.
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quirement for more expensive mail cars to accommo-
date the introduction of railway post offices that an ad-
justment of railway pay was well justified.

When the railroads first emerged as a method of trans-
portation nobody, least of all the railroads themselves,
had the vaguest idea what terms and conditions for car-
rying mail were reasonable. Starting with an attempt to
limit railroad pay to no more than 25% over what simi-
lar transportation would cost in post coaches11, Congress
eventually settled on a plan that recognized that the dif-
ferent railroads carried vastly different volumes of mail
under conditions unique to each. It accepted the $300
per mile per year proposed by the railroads as a maxi-
mum and devised a classification system according to
the size of the mail, the speed carried, and the impor-
tance of the service12. Compensations were set at $50
per mile/year for the third class, $100 for the second
class, and $300 for the first class plus 25% extra where
more than half of the service was required to be per-
formed at night, making a maximum of $375 per mile/
year.

Creswell’s approach to railroad pay readjustment was
second only to his attack on the franking privilege. He
continued to collect statistical data on the weight and
handling of mail carried by rail every year and attached
detailed tables to his annual reports to prove his point.
A corollary was that some he said many railroads still
refused to sign mail contracts, now alleging inadequate
pay under the 1845 schedule and, of course, the endless
matter of their convenience of operation with little re-
gard for the public interest (1870 Report, p. 6). One of
his most persuasive arguments was his figures for 1870
showing that three trips carrying 15,000 pounds of mail
a day between Boston and New York and six trips car-
rying 20,000 pounds of mail a day between New York
and Philadelphia were being made daily compared to
one trip a day and fractions of those weights in 1845.
Congress complied first in the Act of June 8, 1872 (§265)
by allowing the Postmaster General to increase railroad
compensations up to 50%.

Perhaps the success Creswell found most gratifying was
Congress adopting his recommendation to issue penny
post cards he liked to call “correspondence cards”
(§170). Due to the absence of an appropriation to de-
sign and print the cards, however, their first issue was
delayed until the next May. The public greeted them
with enthusiasm and bought and used them by the tens
of millions. Meanwhile, the public expressing its dis-
satisfaction with the pictorial stamps of 1869, mainly
on account of their small size and uncanny form,

 Abolishment of the franking privilege was little less
than an obsession with Creswell. In his first Annual
Report (1869, pp. 23-29), he pointed to both unpaid
postages on printed matter and the franking privilege as
major causes of the annual deficits. He called the frank-
ing privilege “an abuse so monstrous that it now threat-
ens the very life of the [postal] service” and estimated
the loss due to unpaid postage on printed matter at more
than two and a half million dollars a year, enough to
eliminate the annual deficit. He was disappointed in his
1871 Report (p. 19) that although the bill “to revise,
consolidate, and amend the statutes relating to the Post
Office Department,” into which his department had spent
so much time and labor seemed to be making its way
through Congress, no action was being taken on the
abolition of the franking privilege.

Finally, however, he was gratified when a bill for the
outright repeal of the franking privilege passed the House
by a wide margin and only failed in the Senate for lack
of time before the session adjourned in June 1871 (1872
Report, p. 20). His hopes were at last fulfilled when, in
spite of widespread opinion it would never pass, repeal
was finally enacted on January 31, 18739. The Act was
clear and to the point where it said: “the franking privi-
lege . . . is abolished from and after the first day of July
1873 and thenceforth all official correspondence . . .
shall be chargeable with the same rates of postage as
may be lawfully imposed upon like matter sent by or
addressed to other persons.” Congress implemented this
provision in its 1873 appropriation act by directing the
Postmaster General to prepare special stamps and
stamped envelopes, known as “officials,” for use on of-
ficial mail and appropriated a total of $1,865,900 for
the purchase of these stamps, creating the model for the
later newspaper stamps10. Thus, Creswell accomplished
the abolishment of the franking privilege that had eluded
Postmasters General for more than thirty years. Unfor-
tunately, this repeal didn’t really “stick” and neither
eliminating free mail matter nor abolishing the frank-
ing privilege was enough to stem the escalation of ex-
penditures by $2,000,000 in 1872 and 1873 and more
than $3,000,000 in 1874.

The question of readjustment of pay for carrying the
mails by rail was another problem. Based upon studies
initiated by Alexander Randall in February 1869,
Creswell agreed with the railroads on the basis of large
increases in volume and weight of mail they were car-
rying, the additional numbers of trips per day needed to
meet Post Office Department requirements, and the re-
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years of continuous service, I am constrained by a proper
regard for my private interests to resign the office of
Postmaster General, and to request that I may be re-
lieved from duty as soon as it may be convenient for
you to designate my successor.” Grant wrote back the
same day: “As I expressed to you verbally this morning
when you tendered your resignation, it is with the deep-
est regret to me that you should have felt such a course
necessary. You are the last of the original members of
the Cabinet named by me as I was entering upon my
present duties . . . Your record has been satisfactory to
me and I know it will so prove to the country at large14.”

Even though Creswell was a close and trusted friend of
the Grants, he avoided playing a meaningful political
role in Grant’s first term and escaped the scandals that
tainted Grant’s presidency. Even before his resignation,
however, he accepted appointment as the American
counsel for the Alabama Claims Commission which he
served until the end of 1876 before returning to his pri-
vate practice in Elkton. He died suddenly at his home a
mile outside Elkton on December 23, 1891 of a heart
condition exacerbated by pneumonia.

Among all postmasters general, Creswell ranks as
“above average” on account of the wide variety of is-
sues he dealt with; his accomplishments, including for-
mulating the “postal code,” virtually eliminating free
mail, abolishing the franking privilege; and his length
of service. Indeed, he may well rank with Amos Kendall
and Montgomery Blair as the most effective postmas-
ters general of all time. Whether any of the remaining
postmasters general will equal them remains to be seen.

Endnotes
Portrait of John A.J. Creswell courtesy Library Archives,
Dickinson College.
1 March 6, 1869, 1/6
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3 See Vexler; National Cyclopedia; Biographical Directory; and
Simpson, Brooks D., article in American National Biography, New York,
1999 for biographical sketches of Creswell. Robert V. Freidenberg’s, article
“John A.J. Creswell of Maryland: Reformer in the Post Office” in Maryland
Historical Magazine, v. 64, 1969, pp. 133-143 examines Creswell’s term of
office.

4 Letter, Grant to Creswell, May 8, 1868. Simon, John Y. ed. The Papers
of Ulysses S. Grant, Volume 18: October 1, 1867-June 30, 1868, Carbondale,
IL, 1991, p. 560; Encyclopedia Dickinsonia.

5 Annual Report of the Postmaster General, November 15, 1869, p. 23.
Creswell’s annual reports of November 15, 1869, Serial 1411; November
15, 1870, Serial 1448; November 18, 1871, Serial 1507; November 15, 1872,
Serial 1562; and November 14, 1873, Serial 1600 are cited in the text by
“(Year) [of] Report, page number.

6 Act of June 8, 1872, 17 Stat 283.

Creswell took advantage of a provision in the
Department’s contract with the National Bank Note
Company that permitted him to order new issues with
designs and plates to be furnished by the printer with-
out additional cost (1870 Report, p. 26). Creswell opted
for an entire new series, each stamp one-third larger in
size than the 1869 issue featuring profiles of distin-
guished, deceased Americans taken from “marble busts
of acknowledged excellence.”

By the end of the Civil War, the telegraph had proven
its importance as a means of rapid communication in
commerce and military operations. His biographers de-
scribe how Lincoln often rode over to the War Office in
the evenings to read the latest dispatches from the front.
To aid in the construction of telegraph lines and to as-
sure the government priority use for postal, military and
“other purposes,” Congress enacted legislation grant-
ing the telegraph companies rights of way across the
public domain; free use of stone, timber, and other ma-
terials needed to build and maintain the lines; and the
right to preempt public land for stations13. Of greatest
importance to Creswell’s mind, however, was Section 3
that permitted the government after five years to pur-
chase the lines and property of any and all telegraph
companies at its appraised value. It was clear from his
1871 (pp. 25-29), 1872 (pp. 25-36), and 1873 (pp. 23-
33) Reports that Creswell strongly favored purchasing
the telegraph system and giving it to the Post Office
Department to operate as a postal telegraph as a number
of European governments, including Great Britain in
1868, had already done. He went even further by pro-
posing the establishment of a Post Office Savings Bank
to pay for its acquisition. The government never pur-
chased the telegraph companies of course and his pro-
posal for a postal savings plan had to wait until 1911.

Finally, after years of frustration trying to reach a postal
agreement with France, the United States and France
finally signed a Postal Convention on April 28, 1874 to
take effect August 1st. Creswell was far from satisfied
with it, kowtowing to the French position as it did in so
many ways. However, he was fully aware that the Ger-
man Postal Administration was setting up an Interna-
tional Postal Congress in Berne, Switzerland on Sep-
tember 15th with every expectation it would supplant
virtually all postal conventions then in effect among its
members, including the newest one with France.

Historians are not entirely satisfied with the reason
Creswell gave for his resignation from Grant’s cabinet;
but in lieu of anything better effect must be given to his
letter of June 24, 1874 to Grant: “After more than five
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10 17 Stat 542.

11 Act of July 7, 1838, 5 Stat 283.

12 Act of Jan 25, 1839, 5 Stat 314; Act of March 3, 1845, 5 Stat 738.

13 Act of July 24, 1866, 14 Stat 221.

14 Letter, Creswell to Grant, June 24, 1874; Grant to Creswell, June 24,
1874. Simon, op cit, Volume 25: 1874, 2003, pp. 136-7.

XXIV. James William Marshall, 1874

by Daniel Y. Meschter
It is arguable whether James W. Marshall was a Post-
master General in fact, albeit temporarily, or simply an
acting or interim Postmaster General pending the ar-
rival of Grant’s nominee from overseas.

Grant’s choice for First Assistant Postmas-
ter General when he took office in March
1869 was George Earle whom he ap-
pointed on March 4, 1869, actually two
days before he named John Creswell to
be Postmaster General. Earle was a Mary-
land attorney with considerable experi-
ence representing claimants before the
government and not likely to have been
very comfortable defending one of the
agencies before which he had previously
appeared. The last mention of him as first
assistant in the Grant papers was on July 11, 18691. The
evidence is that he left office sometime that summer or
fall and was replaced by James W. Marshall. Since
Marshall was a classmate of Creswell’s at Dickinson
College and was already known on the diplomatic scene,
it would be stretching coincidence too far to assume his
appointment was other than at Creswell’s behest.

On the same day Creswell submitted his resignation,
June 24, 1874, Grant called a cabinet meeting to dis-
cuss his replacement, expressing a preference for a man
from the South or, failing that, from New England in
order to maintain the Cabinet’s geographic balance2.
After considering a number of suggestions, Grant settled
on Representative Eugene Hale of Maine. Hale initially
accepted and then abruptly declined the appointment,
as he said, on account of ill health, although one sus-
pects Hale might have had an inkling of the scandals
just then becoming public.

Grant wasted no time starting through another list of
candidates. He never explained how, as early as the first
day of July and no later than the second, Marshal Jewell
occurred to him as most fitted for appointment. The prob-
lem was that Jewell was in St. Petersburg as the U.S.
Minister to Russia at just that moment. Nevertheless,
he enthusiastically accepted by telegram the next day
and prepared to set out for America. Grant signed his

commission on August 24th. He arrived
in Washington on the 25th and took office
on September 1st. In the meantime, the
President’s secretary telegraphed James
Marshall early on July 3rd, “The President
will be pleased to see you at the Executive
Mansion this morning.”

Marshall described his understanding of
what they decided at that meeting in a let-
ter he wrote to Grant on August 20th: “I
learn from the papers this morning that Mr.
Jewell has arrived in this country. Agree-

ably, therefore, to the understanding between us when
you requested me to accept, temporarily, the position of
Postmaster General, I hereby tender my resignation of
that office to take effect whenever Mr. Jewell is ready
to enter upon the discharge of the duties thereof (em-
phasis supplied).” On at least one occasion Grant ad-
dressed Marshall as “Postmaster General” in a letter
datelined July 24th.

From this it can be concluded that although Marshall
might have had what we would now call a recess ap-
pointment pending confirmation by the Senate when it
reconvened at a later date, both Grant and Marshall un-
derstood that Grant appointed him Postmaster General
de facto to serve at Grant’s pleasure, perhaps tempo-
rary; but not interim. If this were not so, why would
Marshall have gone through the charade of resigning if
he had nothing to resign? This view is also supported
by Grant’s appointment of Chief Clerk James H. Marr
to succeed Marshall as first assistant as of July 7, the
same day Marshall entered on his duties as Postmaster
General. Ordinarily, an assistant’s staff would have been
capable of filling in for an absent first, second, or third

The Postmasters General of the United States

James W. Marshall
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assistant so that Marr’s appointment was neither usual
nor necessary. Marshall’s resignation as Postmaster
General took effect with Jewell’s commission on Au-
gust 24th and he stepped down to the position of in-
terim Postmaster General until Jewell entered on his
duties. Marshall then resumed his permanent position
as first assistant and Marr went back to being Chief
Clerk.

It is curious how quickly news of the vacancies in the
Post Office spread. Even as early as July 2nd the India-
napolis postmaster recommended Indiana Representa-
tive James N. Tyner, half way through his third term in
Congress, to replace Marshall as first assistant. What-
ever his information, the Indianapolis postmaster must
not have been aware Grant was considering Jewell and
that Marshall’s appointment was only temporary. Grant
took no action on this recommendation; but he didn’t
forget it, either. He chose Tyner for the next vacancy in
the Post Office Department hierarchy on February 26,
1875 to replace John L. Routt as second assistant. He
reached for Tyner again for Postmaster General on July
13, 1876 after he forced Jewell to resign.

James William Marshall was born in Clarke County,
Virginia in August 1822 and reared in Mt. Sterling,
Kentucky before returning to northern Virginia for his
preparatory education3. He graduated from Dickinson
College in 1848, the same class John A.J. Creswell
headed. A classical scholar, the College retained him as
an instructor and later professor of ancient languages
until 1861 when Lincoln appointed him U.S. consul at
Leeds in England where he remained during the Civil
War. He may either have resumed teaching or taken a
position in the State Department upon his return to the
United States until President Grant appointed him First
Assistant Postmaster General sometime in the last half
of 1869 succeeding George Earle. Except for his tem-
porary appointment as Postmaster General, he served
as first assistant to the end of Grant’s second

 term when Hayes’ Postmaster General, David M. Key,
appointed him Superintendent of the Railway Mail Ser-
vice for the next year.

In view of his short term of only 48 days as Postmaster
General, Marshall had no opportunity to make any sig-
nificant changes in the postal service, introduce any in-
novations, or even submit an annual report. His role was
simply to “stay the course” until Creswell’s replacement
Grant had already selected arrived from Russia and could
take office. Little else is known about him following
his service with the Post Office Department. He had

married early in his teaching career and had at least two
sons, an architect and a physician, with whom he lived
in a Washington, D.C. boarding house before he died in
February 1910 at the age of 87.

Endnotes
Portrait of James William Marshall, c. 1858, courtesy
of Library Archives, Dickinson College.
1 Simon, John Y., ed. The Papers of Ulysses S. Grant, Volume 19:July 1,
1868-October 31, 1869, Carbondale, IL, , 1994, p. 514.

2 Jewell’s appointment and Marshall’s status pending Jewell’s arrival
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3 See Vexler; National Cyclopedia, v. 4, 1895; and Encyclopedia
Dickinsonia, Dickinson College, Carlisle, Pennsylvania for biographical
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By Michael Dattolico

Prologue
A dealer friend, Stan Bednarczyk, recently gave  me a
non-descript cover for my Marine Corps cover collec-
tion. Shown as figure 1, its most notable aspect was the
date—December 7, 1944—in the U.S. Navy postmark.

The address indicated that it was mailed by a navy chap-
lain attached to the Fleet Marine Force, Pacific. Noth-
ing else seemed distinctive about it. I thanked Stan, took
it home and promptly forgot about it. A week later, how-
ever, I saw it again. But this time, a cursory glance be-
came a prolonged stare. I sensed there was a story to be
told. and noted the sender’s name, Rev. E. Gage
Hotaling. Then I began to investigate.

A search of my library turned up nothing. Then I  turned
to the Internet for information and received a jolt. Promi-
nently documented in several places was the name, E.
Gage Hotaling. One source led to another, and startling
facts suddenly came to light. I learned that the former
chaplain was still alive. I discovered his address on a
list of retired ministers living in Massachusetts. I got
his telephone number and placed a call. A lady answered,
and I asked if she knew Reverend E. Gage Hotaling.
She replied, “Oh, sure. Gage is right here.” I felt a shiver
of excitement.

The clear, firm voice of a man replied, “This is Gage.
How can I help you?” Somewhat nonplussed, I explained
that I was a writer for a postal history journal, and I had
a piece of mail he’d written over 60 years ago to his
wife. The voice shot back, “You must be mistaken. My
wife has every piece of mail I wrote to her during the
war, and in the order that I wrote them.” But after I de-

scribed the envelope, he crisply replied, “Yes, that’s my
letter. I wrote it just before we shipped out from Ha-
waii. But how on earth did you get it?” I explained how
I got it, and Gage Hotaling expressed deep consterna-
tion.

I asked, “Did  you serve elsewhere in the Pacific during
World War II?”

“Yes,” he replied. “I was the Navy chaplain on Iwo Jima.
I was in charge of the dead.” What followed was the
first of two long conversations with a fascinating man
who survived a terrible battle and left a rich postal legacy
from that time and place.

Story
E. Gage Hotaling was born in New York but grew up in
Providence, Rhode Island. He graduated from Brown
University in 1935 with a B.A. degree in American His-
tory. His goal, however, was to become a minister.
Hotaling taught school for a year before entering the
seminary in 1936. He graduated in 1940 and was or-
dained a Baptist minister.

His first parrish was at Palmer, Massachusetts, a suburb
of Springfield. He remained there until the summer of
1944, at which time he applied for a commission in the
Navy’s chaplain corps. Gage explained to me that after
watching the young men in his congregation enter mili-
tary service for several years, he decided it was time he
served, too. He was commissioned a lieutenant in the
Navy on September 6, 1944, and departed for chaplain’s
school four days later. The course was offered at the
College of William and Mary in Virginia. Gage gradu-
ated on November 5, 1944. He chuckled when recount-
ing that of the 21 students in his class, he was the only
one immediately sent overseas. He spent a quick leave
in San Francisco before he reported to Hawaii in De-
cember.

Reverend Hotaling clearly recalled the hectic activity
when he arrived in Hawaii. Originally assigned to the
marine transient center, Gage became part of the 4th

Marine Division. After only six days in Hawaii, the
young chaplain and thousands of sailors and marines
shipped out for their next combat assignment. Their
destination—Iwo Jima.

Chaplain Hotaling went ashore on Iwo Jima on “D +
2”, February 21, 1945, and he remained on the island
during the battle for the next 26 days. His primary job
was to oversee the burial of marines killed in action.

An Iwo Jima Chaplain’s Mail

Figure 1 A cover mailed from transient replacement center
in Hawaii. Chaplain E. Gage Hotaling remained there for
six days, during which time he was assigned to the 4th
Marine Division.
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Reverend Hotaling’s main tasks were to pro-
vide an accurate twice-daily count of the bod-
ies and supervise the burial of each marine.
The first burials took place on D + 5, Febru-
ary 24th, and the job of burying the dead  in
the midst of a horrific battle was a daunting
one. At one point, there were four or five
hundred bodies stacked up, and the stench
was terrible. Hotaling didn’t smoke before
the battle, but he was told that smoking was
a sure way to deal with the odor of death. He
jokingly stated that he became addicted to
smoking for 26 days.

Gage maintained a personal record of the
number of men placed in the ground on Iwo
Jima. He buried 50 marines the first day, but
the number quickly jumped to over 100 per
day. On February 28th, 200 marines were

committed to the ground.. But the highest daily number
was 247 burials on March 2, 1945.

The cemetery was formally dedicated on March 15th,
and Chaplain Hotaling committed burial services for
the last time on March 17th.  On March 18th, he boarded
the U.S.S. Jupiter, a cargo ship, and began the voyage
back to Hawaii.

The 4th Marine Division was deactivated in the fall of
1945, and Hotaling spent his last months of active duty
at the WAVE demobilization center in Washington, D.C.
He left  the Navy in June, 1946, and returned to Hyannis,
Massachusetts where he became pastor of the First Bap-

tist Church. His life was interrupted
by the Korean War when he was
called to active duty in 1952. As-
signed as a chaplain at the
Bainbridge, Maryland Navy Re-
cruit Training Center, Hotaling re-
mained there until February, 1954,
when he left the Navy once again.
He retired from the Navy Reserve
in July, 1961, as a lieutenant com-
mander. Reverend Hotaling for-
mally retired from civilian minis-
try work in 1984 but has continued
to fill in for other ministers in the
area since 1990.Figure 3 The envelope carried a letter written by Chaplain (Lt.) Hotaling from

Iwo Jima to his wife postmarked March 11, 1945. Hotaling went ashore on
February 21st (D+2) as the 4th Marine Division’s chaplain in charge of the
cemetery.

Figure 2 This letter was written aboard a troop transport
carrying marines and sailors to Iwo Jima. The cover was
postmarked exactly two weeks prior to the invasion.

Figure 4 Chaplain E. Gage Hotaling presiding over a marine’s burial
on Iwo Jima during the fighting. The cemetery was formally dedicated
on March 15, 1945.
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Now 90 years old, E. Gage Hotaling has maintained
his connection with the Iwo Jima battle. He is a mem-
ber of the Iwo Jima Survivors Association of Connecti-
cut, serving as the organization’s chaplain, and is still
called upon to speak at various functions.

Epilogue
After our initial conversation, I sent Reverend Hotaling
the cover that Stan Bednarczyk had given to me. Gage
said that when he checked his World War II mail, the
actual letter written on December 7, 1944 was there
but not the envelope. He does not know how or when
he lost it, but it once again contains the letter written to
his wife from Hawaii almost 62 years ago. For our read-
ers, he sent me covers written during the voyage to Iwo
Jima, the 26-day period he served on the island, and
the initial period after the battle. These covers are illus-
trated in this article.

Figure 5 This cover carried the last letter written by
Chaplain Hotaling from Iwo Jima. He left the island
March 18, 1945.

Figure 6 This cover carried a letter from Chaplain
Hotaling to his wife. It was written on board USS Jupiter,
a navy transport bound for Hawaii.

Figure 8 Photo card of Rev. E. Gage Hotaling during the
post-war period when he was assigned to his church in
Hyannis, Massachusetts. Hotaling remained in the Navy
Reserve until his retirement in 1961 as a Lieutenant
Commander.

Figure 7 Commemorative stationery
provided by the 4th Marine Division
used by Chaplain Hotaling as a
Mother’s Day card. It was mailed on
May 3, 1945, after he had returned to
Hawaii.
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By Randy Stehle
This author was fortunate enough to come across a let-
ter written by a sailor aboard the U.S.S. Missouri on
September 2, 1945, the day Japan formally surrendered
aboard that ship. The letter was written by one of my
friend’s uncles. It was discovered among the personal
affects of his recently deceased father.

This six-page letter was mailed in the envelope shown
in figure 1.  This airmail envelope was postmarked on
September 2, 1945, with a cancel that reads “U.S.S.
MISSOURI TOKYO BAY/JAPANESE FORMAL
SURRENDER”. The cancel ties a six-cent airmail trans-
port stamp to the cover. The words “air mail” are printed
in blue in the upper left-hand portion of the cover. Two
sets of three red vertical lines framed by blue lines  run
above and below the “air mail” nomenclature on the
left side of the envelope. This letter received a double
circle “PASSED BY NAVAL CENSOR” marking
(along with the censor’s initials inside the inner circle).
The return address shows the sender’s name and rank,
Thomas Joseph Giblin S2c F.M. Div., in addition to a
red rubber handstamp that reads “U.S.S. MISSOURI/
FLEET POST OFFICE/SAN FRANCISCO, CALI-
FORNIA”.

The back of this cover is shown in figure 2. A large
blue-outlined rubber handstamp with the ship’s name
appears at the top of envelope. At the bottom the word
“AIR MAIL” is printed in blue with red lines above
and below it. A portion of the red and blue vertical lines
used to designate that the envelope was for air mail use
only appear at the upper right-hand corner of the cover.

The contents of the cover, in addition to the six-page
handwritten letter, consist of two printed letters from
the Navy Department from July and August 1945, plus
a prepared carbon copy of a typewritten letter, also from
the Navy Department, dated the day of the formal sur-
render.

An Eyewitness to History – The Battleship Missouri and the
Formal Japanese Surrender in Tokyo Bay Ending World War II

Figure 1 This cover carried a 6-page letter describing the historic events of September 2, 1945, by a eye-
witness.

Figure 2 Reverse of envelope shown in figure 1.
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cleaning and in your spare time stretching your muscles on
the sand of a tropical island. The island which was chosen
for us, and you may be assured that we did not do the choos-
ing, is called MOG MOG, or as the Japanese called it when it
belonged to them MOGU MOGU TO.  There is little use in
searching it in the Atlas because you won’t find it. It is too
small and unimportant.

This little island would have difficulty qualifying as an ex-
otic tropical paradise displayed in the prewar travel maga-
zines. It lacks, amongst other things, the dusky south sea is-
land maidens so often connected with such places, the fra-
grance of the tropical flowers and most of all it lacks the
languid atmosphere and the carefree, lazy attitude that our
travelers have always searched for in the tropics.

It is covered with men, who like ourselves are searching for
a little relaxation, a little escape from our everyday duties, a
little rest. There are men swimming with trunks on or with-
out them, men playing ball, men eating sandwichs [sic] and
drinking cool drinks. There is an intership baseball game going
on here, an impromptu game of catch there. Men wander up
and down the beach searching for sea shells, for solitude or
just for wandering. A few palm trees scattered about a hot,
white sandy island, a few vacant thatched huts and a few
charactersistic [sic] native cemeteries; that is Mog Mog. We
can’t go there very often because there as so many of us on

The U.S.S. Missouri was the last battleship
completed by the United States. She was
launched on January 29, 1944, and commis-
sioned on June 11, 1944. The Missouri de-
parted Norfolk, VA on November 11, 1944,
arriving in San Francisco Bay on Decem-
ber 14, 1944. She made it to Ulithi, West
Caroline Islands, on January 13, 1945. On
February 16th on this year, planes launched
from her deck carried out the first air strikes
against Japan since Doolittle’s famous raid
back in April 1942.

She next went to Iwo Jima where she pro-
vided support for the invasion landing that
occurred on February 19, 1945. The Mis-
souri then joined in the bombardment of
Okinawa on March 24, 1945.

The first page of the three-page Navy De-
partment printed letter from July 1945 is
shown in figure 3. It is illustrated at the up-
per left with a black and white image of a
sailor looking out from the U.S.S. Missouri.
There are eleven Japanese flags painted on
the ship under the sailor. These represent
the number of enemy planes shot down by
the Missouri. The letter reads as follows:

U.S.S. Missouri
Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California

At Sea
July 22, 1945.
Manuscript (July 25, 1945.)

[This date is significant, as the Missouri was guarding carri-
ers until July 25th as they bombed Tokyo and conducted aerial
strikes on Japan’s Inland Sea.]

Dearest Mom and Dad:

It has been quite a while since I have been able to send you
one of these news letters and you have probably been won-
dering what the Missouri has been doing. It has not been for
lack of activity that this letter was not written but mostly
because these activities tied in with bigger things that had
not been completed yet. The censors have relented only
enough to let us tell a little of what we have done, nothing
about what we are doing.

After the Army and Marines had secured a firm hold on
Okinawa, apparently, some of our naval forces could be spared
to retire to one of the forward bases for replenishment and
upkeep. [The Missouri left the carrier task force off Okinawa
on May 5th and sailed for Ulithi. During the Okinawa cam-
paign she shot down five Japanese planes.] Replenishment
and upkeep means loading stores, provisions and ammuni-
tion, repairing machinery, doing a complete spring house-

Figure 3 Page one of the July 22nd Navy Dept. ship’s newsletter.
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The terrific force, whip and majesty of a storm at sea is a
very impressive sight. Equally impressive is how knowledge,
preparation and intelligent seamanship can bring a frail craft
through such battering force without damage. Our little es-
cort destroyers rode out the storm without a word and only
minor difficulties.

[Manuscript notation] (Late stuff) with an arrow
Since the Missouri’s name has already been connected with
one bombardment of an industrial target on the main land of
Japan, I am able to describe this particular engagement for
you. Our group was ordered to knock out the steel mills in
Muroran on Hokkaido. [This bombardment occurred on July
15th, with the Nihon Steel Company and Wanishi Ironworks
as their targets.]

One that day reveille was at two o’clock. We had a large
breakfast at three because during the day we would be un-
able to cook and be required to subsist on battle rations. Nowa-
days battle rations are Army K rations and are not too bad.
Regardless of whether we like them or not we know we can
eat them and, if we do, we get enough food of various kinds
to last out the day. It says so on the box.

It was a cold grey day with ominous, low hanging clouds.
We expected enemy planes from those clouds at any minute.
However, we were fortunate, or the Japs didn’t want to fight,
for none came out against us.

The bombardment began as scheduled. Most of us didn’t get
to see it as our jobs are behind armor or down below. We had
to rely on our more fortunate shipmates up above to relay the
story to us. Our big sixteen inch guns hit with deadly accu-
racy and we did what we came to do. It will be a long time
before those mills are ready to produce war materials for the
Japs again. When we had completed firing we turned and
formed our disposition and departed.

There is a mix of emotion that follows such an operation.
When it is going on there is excitement and power and the
thrill of accomplishment. When it is over we are glad we are
still here, proud that we are able to do what has to be done
and grateful for the success that we have attained. Another
thrill comes the next morning after the news has been flashed
back home, then back out to us and we read about it in our
morning press news.

This covers all we are able to tell at present. These letters
will be continued from time to time as it becomes possible to
tell you what we have been doing. But now we have to let
something else happen before we can write any more.

Please be assured that, whatever we do and whatever hap-
pens to us, that the only medal any of us really want is the
Victory Medal.

Sincerely

[Manuscript]: P.S. I guess that says about everything I could
say. Hope you like it.

 I am fine and in the best of health, Thank God. Please write
soon.

Your loving son,

Thomas

all the ships that the island cannot accommodate us. How-
ever, regardless of our experiences there, good bad or indif-
ferent, we must admit that it had good intentions.

(THIS LETTER IS NOT TO BE USED FOR PUBLICATION)

The rest of the replenishment period was spent in preparing
the Missouri for her next operation. The ammunition had to
be replaced or changed to suit our next job, the storerooms
and refrigerators had to be jammed to the bursting point and
the new late developments of war equipment to be added by
the repair ships. Some of us were lucky enough to be able to
make trips to other ships to visit our friends and acquaintan-
ces but in many cases this was impossible as all the boats
were needed to get work done in time.

As soon as we were ready, back we went to the battle area to
relieve some other ships so that they could get their much
needed replenishment. This time we had a new and interest-
ing experience. We joined forces at Okinawa and anchored
close to the famous Hagushi Beachs [sic] where the marines
and soldiers had landed such a short time before. Heavy, thick
weather kept the Jap airplanes away but we could hear the
deep rumble of the battle seven short miles away to the south.

Our mission there was short and as we left we were permit-
ted to help the marines and soldiers by knocking out some
bothersome targets for them on the way. Both our large guns
and our 5” anti aircraft were engaged in blasting out some
Japanese emplacements. This gave us all a lot of satisfaction
because in addition to smacking the Japs we were helping
our friends on the beach. From that time to the end of the
Okinawa operation we were in the carrier support group. Raids
were made on Kyushu, Kanoya and Minami Daito Shima
but the fliers were very much on their toes and no Jap planes
ever got close to our ships.

For this fine work on the fliers [sic] part we were very glad
but it made life extremely dull for us. In periods like these
the only bright spot is when they bring us mail. This happens
pretty often when you think of what an awful lot of mail
there is and how far it has to go. We are always pleased to
have a letter and are always looking forward to the day they
bring us the mail.

We are getting to consider ourselves old hands at this game
of war by now. We have been at sea for long periods on end
and steamed many, many miles. We have eleven flags on our
bridge for that many planes shot down. We have fired at nu-
merous others. We have been in numerous carrier raids against
the Jap cities, bases and airfields. Our big guns have reached
the mainland of Japan more than once. We have ridden out
one severe typhoon with no damage to ship or men.

A typhoon, as you know, is nothing but an Asiatic hurricane.
It has the same features and is about as bad as an Atlantic
hurricane. It follows a general course, increasing in force,
size and speed as it goes along. In our typhoon, the task force
that we were in was maneuvered so that we avoided the worst
part and rode out the storm in relative comfort, rolling heavily
from side to side. We had had advance warning and every-
thing was lashed and battened down for rough weather. [This
storm hit on June 5th and lasted until the next day. It was so
severe that it wrenched the bow off the cruiser Pittsburgh.]
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After our replenishment we went to sea and proceeded di-
rectly to strike at Tokyo. From there we went to the north
and struck Hokkaido and made the Muroran Bombardment
that I wrote about before. From them till the end of the war
we have made strikes all along the Japanese coast, so many
that they are hard to remember.

Our bombardment group made a night bombardment on the
Hitachi [Hichiti] Arms Factory, Engineering Works and Cop-
per Refinery near Minato on the east coast on Honshu. [This
occurred on the night of July 17th, and lasted until the next
day.] This was interesting because it was done on a night so
black and in weather so bad that planes could not be used to
observe the fall of shot. We didn’t have any idea of the dam-
age done until it was photographed by plane the next day
and they sent us the pictures. To our surprise and gratifica-
tion we found that the damage was extensive and the targets
were well covered. It is amazing what can be done with
modern war equipment. We could hardly see the next ship in
column much less the target which was fifteen miles away.
[The Missouri’s attacks on Honshu and Hokkaido started
again on August 9th, the day the second atomic bomb was
dropped on Nagasaki.]

We are all proud that we have been able to help win this war.
Let us all hope that this will be the last time that a war has to
be won. Many of our friends have died with that hope. That

The first page of the two-page Navy De-
partment printed letter from August 1945 is
shown in figure 4. It is illustrated at the up-
per left with a black and white image of  the
U.SS. Missouri at sea. It reads as follows:

U.S.S. Missouri
Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California

August 17, 1945.
Manuscript (August 25, 1945.)
At Sea

Dear Mom and Dad:

It’s hard to believe, isn’t it? A few days ago we
were at war without much prospect of it finishing
soon. Now it’s over, all except the occupation.

On the day the official word was received, the
Missouri, with the other ships of Task Force 38,
was in position for an air strike on Tokyo. Since
we have been in Task Force 38 all along, you will
realize that this was nothing new to us. It was a
nice sunny day, which is a rare thing in the vicin-
ity of Japan, in the summer time. The date, for us
out here, was the 15th of August. When the mes-
sage came we already had air strikes on the way.
Word was flashed to them to return and, after we
gathered them all in, we retired to collect our wits
and await any orders for our next move. [Official
word was received at 0745 on this date that Presi-
dent Truman had announced Japan’s acceptance
of unconditional surrender.]

At eleven o’clock word went out to celebrate the occasion
by breaking the battle flags. All the ships flew their largest
ensigns and blew their whistles and sirens in honor of this
great occasion. We tooted our whistle with much gusto and
the Mighty Missouri added her bit by getting the whistle
stuck and continuing to toot until the engineers could get the
steam secured and make minor repairs.

That just about constituted our celebration. We continued in
an alert status because, although the war was over, we weren’t
sure that the Japanese knew it. This is very necessary in the
forward area for it takes time to notify all the forces and
order them to stop fighting. We have been on the front lines
for a long time now too.

All of us, here, are certainly glad that the war is finally over
and are anxiously awaiting [sic] to get the final details cleared
up so that we can be on our way home. Somehow or other
the things we wanted to tell about a few days ago don’t seem
to be as important now as they did then.

Anyway, our last replenishment period was spent in Leyte
Gulf, Phillipine [sic] Islands [arriving June 13th], where we
found all our old friends, the tender and supply ships, from
Ulithi Atoll. Ulithi is the atoll in which the island of Mog
Mog is, that I told about in my last letter. Other than that the
replenishment period was much the same. There was a rec-
reation beach on the island of Samar which was like Mog
Mog except hotter.

Figure 4 Page one of the August 17th Navy Dept. ship’s newsletter.
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I hope that you are in the best of health, and now that peace
has once again returned to this world, I hope that it will not
be very long before I might have the pleasure of seeing you
again.

With best wishes and kindest regards,

Love to all,

Tommy

The first page of the six-page handwritten letter is shown
in figure 6. It was written on September 2, 1945, just
after the formal surrender ceremony took place on the
U.S.S. Missouri. At the top of the letter is the red rub-
ber handstamp showing the return address of the U.S.S.
Missouri. The letter reads as follows:

hope has carried us through many a grinding, gru-
eling day. Let us pray that it carries those charged
with formulating and preserving the peace to a
successful accomplishment of their task.

Goodbye, now, and I hope to see you soon.

THIS LETTER MAY BE PUBLISHED

[Postscript added in pen]:
Just a few lines to let you know that I am fine and
in the best of health. Hoping and praying to be
with you soon. Tell Dad that I have been receiv-
ing all his mail frequently. And I am very pleased
to hear from him; tell him to keep on writing. Give
my fondest regards to John and Patrick [his
younger brothers]. Boy John is sure lucky isn’t
he? [John was supposed to be part of the land
invasion of Japan that was made unnecessary by
the dropping of the two atomic bombs.] Hoping
you like this letter. So long for the present. Love
to all,

Your loving son,

Thomas

The Navy Department prepared a letter for
the sailors to mail home on the formal sur-
render day. They phrased it as if the sailor
had typed it himself using carbon paper.
Besides this obvious subterfuge, this letter
addresses the use of the formal surrender
cancellation and its value as an historic item.
This letter is shown in figure 5. At the top
of the letter is a red rubber handstamp with
the return address of the U.S.S. Missouri.
The text of the letter reads as follows:

U.S.S. Missouri
At anchor in Tokyo Bay
September 2, 1945

Dear Mom and Dad:

The event for which the Allied nations have so anxiously
awaited through the trying years of World War II has taken
place aboard this ship today. Japan, the last of the aggressor
Axis Nations, formally surrendered unconditionally to Gen-
eral Douglas C. Mac Arthur, U.S.A., representing the Allied
Nations.

If it were possible for me to do this, I would like to write out
a long discription [sic] of the ceremony for you. However,
since this has been a long and rather busy day, time does not
permit me to write a long letter and still get it in the mail
today. I wish to get this letter in the mail today as it shall be
postmarked with the words of a Surrender Day Cancellation
Stamp. I know you understand why I have turned to the type-
writer and the use of carbon paper in desperation. Save this
envelope, as the number similarly cancelled will be limited
to the number of letters mailed on board this ship today.

Figure 5 Navy Department ship’s letter of September 2nd.
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U.S.S. Missouri
Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, California

September 2, 1945.

Tokyo, Japan

Japanese Surrender Day

Dearest Mother and Dad:

I suppose you have been hearing all about this ship
in the news and paper for the last few days. The
following letter is my caption of the goings on.

The first big event was on Monday August 27th

when we were the leader of the fleet into Sagami-
Wan (Yokohama outer anchorage). We were met
by a Japanese destroyer (probably one of their last
few remaining ones), at 0800 in the morning. Four
Japanese officers came on board our ship from one
of our destroyers which sent a motor whaleboat
along side the Jap destroyer. We then started on
our long run inland along the coast. About 0900
we passed Mt. Fujiyama, the world famous Vol-
cano of Japan. It was sure a beautiful sight. Just
think a height of 12,225 ft. From where we were
passing at that point it was 45 miles away but it
still looked enormous. It thrilled us all.

We thought that maybe the Japs may try some-
thing so the ship went to General Quarters. So we
had all of our guns ready for any treachery, in-
cluding the 16 inchers. Then finally we arrived at
Sagami-Wan.  After we anchored at about 0930
the King George the Fifth, and many other British
ships and an Armada of our old class Battleships
and Cruisers [arrived].

The biggest and the main point of interest that I
could see with the aid of a pair of Field glasses
was along the beach there was a huge beach club
brilliantly decorated with hundreds of Japanese
people bathing and swimming in very colorful
gowns and suits. The whole thing reminded me an awful lot
of Coney Island or Orchard Beach.

We were the very first Americans to get into Japanese wa-
ters because the Army was delayed 48 hours and this thrilled
all of us all the more. There were smiling faces all over the
ship.

The second big event which happened the following day
was also quite interesting and educational. This day we en-
tered Tokyo Bay. We had Reveille at 0500 and the entire
ship completed eating by 0600. If you didn’t you were just
out of luck and chow. At 0600 they sounded General Quar-
ters as we entered the Bay almost immediately after getting
underway. As we were entering the Bay everyone and ev-
erything was so quiet you could hear a pin drop. The Japs
had white flags scattered at different points along the coast.
As we rounded the Peninsula we could see Tokyo; this was
indeed a great feeling. It made us all feel if we were sitting
on top of the world. When we saw the city it looked just as

it did in the papers and moving pictures. It reminded me very
much of a scene from the moving picture “Destination To-
kyo”. Almost exactly like it.

The third and last major event and the ceremony was very
simple and dignified. Admiral Chester W. Nimitz and the
United States Navy officials which consisted mostly of Admi-
rals who had been fighting the Japs nearly all through the War.
They came very early (of course some of the War Correspon-
dents and Photographers were the very first to arrive). The
army officials and officers then came on board next. Follow-
ing them were the British and remaining Allied delegations
and representatives.

The whole ceremony was held outside the Captain’s Cabin on
the first superstructure deck just below the Navigation Bridge.
Present at the ceremony over the Captain’s Cabin door was
the antique and historic battle flag which Commodore Perry
flew when he entered Tokyo Bay many years ago. It was in a
frame that was very plain. You will probably see it in the news-
reel.

Figure 6 Page one of the personal account of the Tokyo Bay events.
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The uniform for enlisted men was undress whites without
neckerchiefs. The officers on board wore their everyday khaki.

General Douglas A. Mac Arthur, General Joseph Stilwell,
Gen. Doolittle, Gen. Curtis LeMay, Gen. Geiger, Gen.
Krueger, Gen. Spaatz and last but not least Gen. Jonathan
Wainwright. The narrator of the broadcast was of course Gen.
Mac Arthur which you probably know. The signing did not
take very long. It lasted about twenty to twenty-five minutes.
After it was signed a mass flight of B-29’s, about seven hun-
dred at least, roared overhead; boy what a thrilling sight.

Figure 7 General Douglas MacArthur signs as Supreme Allied Commander
during formal surrender ceremonies on the USS MISSOURI in Tokyo Bay.
Behind Gen. MacArthur are Lt. Gen. Jonathan Wainwright and Lt. Gen. A. E.
Percival, September 2, 1945 (US Dept of Defense photo)

Following them not far behind came
about a thousand fighters, various types
[of] all  Navy planes. This did thrill us
all beyond comparison.

After it was all over, as the Japs left they
were sort of slouched over and looked
all down and out as the saying goes. All
those that were still left after the big
wigs left exchanged notes and talked for
awhile and had their pictures taken.
There were about two hundred at least.

Well we secured from our divisional
quarters at about 1100 and then we ate
chow. I’ll bet you can’t guess what we
had? Yes, it was a Turkey dinner with
all the trimmings and including ice
cream. Yes, it sure was a day long to be
remembered.

I hope you are fine and in the best of
health. Today I received a letter from
Patrick but guess what the date was? –
July 5, 1945. That sure was a long time
ago. Now don’t get me wrong. I sure
was glad to hear from you Patrick. I al-
ways feel very enthusiastic when I get

mail from you. It was just that it sure took a long time to
reach me. Thanks a million for the chewing gum Patrick.

I hope you are all fine and enjoying yourself before you go
back to school in about a week or so.

I keep praying day and night that we will get home soon to
all of our mothers, fathers, relatives and friends.

So long for now, please write soon. Love to all.

Your loving son,
Thomas

WANTED: CALIFORNIA

Postal History by County Pre-1920
California Counties:

Alpine, Inyo, Mono, San Bernardino
Orange & San Diego

Please write or call:
Bob Nichols

1423 N. 1st Ave.
Upland, CA 91786

(909) 982-9697
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by Tom Clarke

The ‘Double Dot’, 33mm PHILADELPHIA. Pa.. bal-
loon sized cancel bridges two eras.  It joins the cost-
per-sheet letter rate and the flat rate system of postage.
Cities besides Philadelphia used similar designs (possi-
bly issued from Washington) but here we concentrate
on Philly.

At the beginning of its use, the marking is accompanied
by common domestic manuscript rates such as 6, 12½,
18½, and 25 cents, and their doubles and triples.  At its
end, they were part of the expansionist growth of
America, both westward and upward in the social sense.
Now, after the flat rate of 1845, common people could
afford to send mail across country if necessary for a
feasible amount of money.  Instead of lawyers and busi-
ness letters, common correspondence begins to gain the
ascendancy.

At the same time that the Double Dot vari-
eties were in use, three other smaller mark-
ers were used by Philadelphia clerks.  All
had replaced just two previous domestic
canceling devices, the blue PHILADEL-
PHIA PA and the blue PHILADA PA..

The late 1830’s hubbub in Great Britain for
penny (five US cents) postage, introduced
in 1839-40, eventually overcame the doubt-
ing opposition on this side of the Atlantic
too, five years later.  The familiar Postal
Act of March 3, 1845 rates, effective July
1, 1845 would be for half ounce letters un-
der 300 miles, 5 cents, and for the same over
300 miles, 10 cents.

Happily for all concerned, the new rates
were an instant success with postage vol-
ume and postal profits increasing, while
customer pockets were sweetened by the
jingle of excess change they did not have
to spend anymore to send personal commu-
nications.

An overwhelming win-win policy.

One measure of the volume increase of mail
with adoption of the 5 and 10 cent flat rate
was the need for more clerks and stamping
devices. We have mentioned that four dis-
tinct type replaced two in Philadelphia in
1841.

Leaving the other three styles for another day, we will
see the Double Dot cancel as part of the burgeoning use
of the mails even before the flat rate.  Its days as an
ordinary town mark will end after six years, and then
be cannibalized into a time saving, modern, if tempo-
rary, value-in-dial 5 cent marker.  Its service was in a
sense unparalleled, but a fascinating aspect of the de-
sign is that it was really four cancels, not just one. Se-
cret marks are the secret here, as explained below.

Two to Four Clerks (or more)
When the outmoded blue PHILADELPHIA PA and the
blue PHILADA PA markers were in vogue, only two
clerks were needed.  Each clerk manned one of the two
types and wielded them with exhaustive effect.

Philadelphia’s Double Dot Balloon PostmarkPhiladelphia’s Double Dot Balloon PostmarkPhiladelphia’s Double Dot Balloon PostmarkPhiladelphia’s Double Dot Balloon PostmarkPhiladelphia’s Double Dot Balloon Postmark

Figure 1 Two very nice examples of the two ‘outmoded’ styles replaced,
in part, by the innovative Double Dot cancel type in June 1841.
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Mail growth is the cause for the Double Dot canceler
from 1841 to 1846 coming in four varieties, undoubt-
edly one for each of four clerks.  There is no other ex-
planation for the quartet of similar markers.  One bore
two dots under the abbreviated Pa; another no dots; the
third, one dot to the left; and the last, one dot on the
right.

By 1841, business in general was booming again in the
growing country, following the terrible Panic of 1837,
and the resulting depression which was finally over in
this very year. But was postal volume that
good as to require SEVEN devices when a
few years before only two markers were
necessary? Apparently so.

And remember that we have explained be-
fore in La Posta, how conscientious post-
masters were to keep track of their clerks’
output, its quality and volume.  A canceler
type like the Double Dot which came in four
varieties would facilitate that oversight.  By
comparing the output by clerk (using the
dots as a key to whose work was whose),
postmasters could maintain needed quality
control.

With respect to the other three, new, small
cancel designs simultaneously introduced,
the Double Dot markers seem to have out-
done them as markers.  The variety with two

dots showing and the no
dot variety were the main-
stays of the operation as
the tally below will show.
The single left and single
right dot varieties are much
less common for some rea-
son.  Perhaps they were
used for especially heavy
load days when a rush de-
veloped.  Perhaps they
were called to service and
used by a ‘crisis’ staff of
one or two.

No Novel
Invention
Administrators of the
realm have long been us-
ing ‘secret marks’ like the
dots on the device in ques-
tion, and have done so for

centuries.  As far back a ancient Rome, coin makers or
‘celators’ had to specifically show their output compared
to their peers, so that if testing proved any manner of
fraud, authorities knew whom to visit —with a sum-
mons.

Such a process continued for 1500 years into the Middle
Ages.  No king or prince would allow free access to
their precious metal supply without strict adherence to
the rules, and a foolproof method for determining the
malefactor. The French, for instance, are well know for

Figure 3 Look carefully at the reverse side (right) of this common coin
of Roman Emperor Crispus (AD 317-326). At the bottom is the
mintmark AQS, meaning Aquilea, Italy, the Second mint shop. Typical
Roman efficiency.  The secret mark denotes the actual person who made
the coin, two palm branches either side of the VOT/X inscription. The
mintmarks and secret marks varied all over the mostly well-controlled
Empire.
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Earliest Known Use?
It is a conundrum easily seen on the accompanying chart
that the earliest known usage date, November 7, 1840,
looks very wrong. It shouldn’t be there. The next earli-
est recorded date is many months later, and better fits
the practical view that you wait for the demise of a
cancel before introducing new types.  The two out-
moded styles previously mentioned cease use in June
1841, and the second  ‘first use’ of the Double Dot is in
May 1841. This is a much more reasonable transfer of
styles pattern. All of this begs the question, why was
the Double Dot cancel used eight months previous?

The devil is in the docketing, to coin a phrase.  Note
the two references to the cover’s date (the letter is sadly

missing).  The short inscription looks very much
like a dealer’s notation of the docketed message in-
side:

Letter dated and sent through mail

Nov. 7 – 1840 – Destroyed being it related to a
family quarrel.

On the surface, the inscription seems to be a gross
error on the family member’s part.  Did he really
mean 1840?  It cries out to be, say, 1841 instead.
But the original message was a family skeleton, so
why would he necessarily get the date wrong?
Things like that tend to be remembered vividly.

their ‘privvy’ or secret marks on
their precious metal coinage.  It
at least would permit authori-
ties to identify the particular
mint where coins were manu-
factured and ultimately the one
or ones responsible.

Therefore, it is not extraordi-
nary, in a postal system where
rates must be accurate and
speed and proper execution was
essential to a growing popula-
tion, to find someone thinking
in terms of postmarks with se-
cret distinguishing characteris-
tics for internal efficiency use.

Unfortunately, the particular
mark system used for the
Double Dot markers is faulty.
The dots were quite fragile in
that if the pad were a bit dry, the small dots might not
show.  A good third of the time the dots are difficult to
discern and this suggests that the experiment met with
less than the success the postmaster had hoped for.  In
the future, better methods would be devised, ultimately
individual clerk numbers by the end of the 19th century.
American inventiveness has revolutionized the world,
but it can also be quite fallible.

The Double Dot secret mark experiment is fascinating
to consider. The number of cancels with illegible de-
tails in this study was happily reduced to about 10%
with a good light source and careful magnification.
Nevertheless, officials could not considered 90% an ef-
fective limit of control.

Figure 4 1500 years later, a gold ecu of King Charles VII of
France shows, by way of the secret mark (a dot under the 4th

letter of the circular inscription on both sides) that the mint
town was Montpellier, in the year 1445.  Control was essential.
At times there were two dozen or more  privvy marks per coin
type.

Figure 5 Though the letter was removed as admitted in the notation (folded front for
this illustration), it explains why this happened and supplies us the date, but is 1840
accurate?
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For whatever reason, red persisted until the winter of
1844-45, when blue ink returned.  Again, why?  All
four varieties of Double Dot flip-flopped from blue to
red and back again to blue ink.  If nothing else, this fact
is reassuring to the concept of four distinct varieties,
though in the case of the left and right dot sorts, the
evidence is very fragmentary as yet with very few ex-
amples reported.

Collector’s letters are the bearers of witness, not gov-
ernment documentation, that in January 1854, perhaps
on New Year’s Day itself, a universal GPO instruction
switched from colored ink to black ink. There will be a
concrete rationale for this: postage stamps, now in use
for seven years, had to be utterly obliterated and ren-
dered totally unusable.  they had to become safe from
the charlatan ‘stamp washers’ who had heretofore been
ableto chemically remove blue and red ink from stamps
and defraud the government by re-selling used, now
‘unused,’ stamps at discount.

However, the earlier ink changes, though they certainly
must have been nationwide efforts also, beg similar rea-
soning.  Without stamps to secure, what would be the
function of the new (or resurrected) color?

Also, November 7, 1840 was within days of a momen-
tous presidential election (‘Tippecanoe and Tyler too’)
so why not associate dirty family laundry with a popu-
lar, nationwide occasion —and a very dirty campaign
at that?

Who are we to say?  Maybe, just maybe, this is one of
those experimental uses Philadelphia was fond of, and
perhaps the postmaster, many months later, decided to
go for it, use the new and much larger device for a
change.  It’s possible. After all, being a presidential elec-
tion year, there would be a new politically appointed
postmaster taking office sometime after March, 1841
and placing his imprimatur on the Philadelphia post
office....

Ink Changes
Red ink in Philadelphia had been the primary ink from
1798 to 1836.  In 1836 blue was chosen, again for un-
known reasons. There was another change in color dur-
ing the Double Dot’s lifetime.  From early to mid 1843,
red was back in style. Why? If it were two years later,
we could understand the change as indicating the ‘red-
letter day’ when a drastic drop in postage rates was in-
augurated.  But this was 1843, not 1845.
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After a four year run of the Double Dot devices and
manuscript rate notations, the Postal Act of March 3,
effective July 1, 1845, called for new methods. Simple
expediency, no doubt instructed from Washington, re-
quired new means to process mail faster than ever be-
fore, far beyond the manuscript phase of postmarking.
Those days must have seemed ancient overnight.

How to increase efficiency?  For the new, uncompli-
cated, effortless rate structure of 5 and 10 cents, au-
thorities supplied 18mm circular ‘2’, ‘5’, and ‘10’ aux-
iliary markers to accompany everyone’s town marks.
Tough faster than writing out a town name or calculat-
ing and writing a postal rate, one needed only to stamp
each letter two times.

On the chart, unfortunately, there are too many ‘pos-
sible usage not seen’ boxes compared to the recorded
usages, especially during the July 1845 through March
1846 period.  These plus many more from the earlier
period are necessary to create a complete picture of
this interesting cancel type.

Death by Alteration
In March 1846, the Double Dot ended its 15 minutes
of fame not with a whimper but by apotheosis! By now,
the Double Dot devices were in very worn and blurred
condition. Like the phoenix, one of them was trans-
formed into a new image of itself, but this time as an
integral (containing the rate within itself) marker.  Can-
celing Speed could be further increased by cutting the
number of handstamp operations to a single hand stroke.

The dour nature of post office business, especially in
conservative, Quaker Philadelphia, would insure that
principle and practicality would overcome mere whim
and arbitrariness.  Whether red or blue was prettier
surely would never enter the equation.  Or would it?

The Graph
Though the letter population for making these assess-
ments is far from large, the following quantities will
have to suffice for now:

2 dots blue 40  27.7%

2 dots red 26  18.0%

0 dots blue 15  10.3%

0 dots red   5    3.4%

1 left blue   7    4.8%

1 left red   5    3.4%

1 right blue   3    2.1%

1 right red   4    2.6%

illegible 13    9.0%

bold 5 27  18.7%

Total           145       100.0%

Categorizing the dots beneath the PA, (when you can
see them) can help show the relationships between sub
types and their lengths of usage.  Most early town can-
cel marks are imperfectly struck.  Few are impressed
with a precise perpendicular hit, rather they receive a
glancing blow.  Many more than we would like come
to us incomplete and somewhat in-
distinct.

The Double Dot, because of its frag-
ile baggage of dots, is certainly a
frustrating case.  More than a little
caution and latitude in evaluating
them is necessary in order to build a
bona fide use chart.

Rating
Accompaniment
A look at our chart for July 1845
shows there was no longer need for
mileage charts and suspicious ques-
tions about how many sheets were
contained within each letter.  A
democratic 5 or 10 cents applied to
all but the heavier letters.
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In earlier years, an extra sheet of paper might be used
to wrap mailed valuables (if one were bold enough to
entrust them to the government mail service).  Impor-
tant documents, too, might be sent this way, for added
protection against the elements.

But now that postage rates tumbled, a separate light-
weight sleeve of manufactured and folded paper would
be a handy accessory for the writing art.  No longer did
the sender have to fold and re-fold his or her letter pa-
per and melt a dab of wax to seal it.

Stationers had foresight and saw the potential inherent
in envelopes and quickly stocked them.  They proudly
displayed them next to their best writing papers.  Busi-
ness houses would have been plied with special dis-
counts for bulk purchases.

The newly pre-folded and glued innovation began to
appear across postal counters, though die-hards used
the old folded letter technique into the Civil War years
of the 1860’s.

Actually, the first envelopes probably weren’t pre-
glued.  It has been mentioned before that early enve-
lopes were indeed pre-cut and folded, but senders still
had to wax-seal them.  Pre-gluing them was another
step in the envelope’s revolutionary debut.

This introduction to envelope lore merely sets the scene
for the final illustration, a Double Dot cancel which
adorns one of the earliest envelope examples the writer
has seen, within days of the new flat rate.  There must
be earlier examples.

The ‘Pa..’ in the original device was cut away and a
strikingly large 5 was glued or screwed into place.
Something of an indignity for distinguished service, but
no doubt if it could speak, it would say, “a prideful
death by alteration”.

Simultaneously, the Philadelphia post office covered
the other common rates of 2 and 10 cents with more
innovation. We don’t deal with them here, but a cre-
ative clerk or workman somehow attached the numer-
als in tandem outside of one of the small, current dial
types, creating a duplex marker. These duplexes were
used during the same time period as the Bold 5, start-
ing in May 1846, but extending throughout almost all
of 1847 until November.

The Bold 5 ceased use after 10 months, just after New
Year 1847. Probably the carcass of the old Double Dot
simply gave out, the proverbial worn-out shoe.  It will
be replaced by a new and stylish integral-5 cent town
marker, but that is another story.  The last vestige of the
Double Dot, the Bold 5, ceased to exist (as far as we
know) on January 29, 1847.

Philadelphia, and most all other towns large and small,
had taken permanent leave of the simple days of town
mark and manuscript rates by 1845.  The attempted
complexity of the Double Dot marking system between
1841 and 1846-7 suggests the fact that in years to come,
in every city and town, there will be even more cancel
varieties of postmarks with the aim to control post of-
fice processing, quality, and hasten the speed the mail.

P.S. The
envelope
In Great Britain, sometime
after 1840, a new fangled
thing called, from the
French, ‘l’envelope’, to
wrap around, to enclose,
could be purchased.  This
was five years before
Americans found their own
need for the new concept.
In England, one of them
enclosed the first Christ-
mas card greeting in 1843.
In America, once the rate
cut of 1845 went into ef-
fect, citizens began to
adapt to this useful item.
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By Jesse I. Spector
What does a 1936 postcard featuring the Mendenhall
glacier in Juneau, Alaska and a May 1900 bank check
from Salem, Illinois with a 2 cent battleship, revenue
stamp, have in common—500 years of blood line con-
nection or, put another way, does the historian invigo-
rate the philatelist or does the philatelist invigorate the
historian? Weeks after resolving the riddle of the post
card and the check, the discovery continues to send
chills up my spine.

Three years ago my family and I took an Alaskan cruise
and were able to hike onto the mammoth Mendenhall
glacier outside of Juneau, Alaska. A few years later while
going through some revenue-stamped paper won at an
auction, I came across a check with a 2 cent, Scott R164
battleship, documentary revenue stamp (figure 1) that
sparked my subsequent search. The check issued by
the Salem National Bank was dated May 30, 1900 and
was a payment to E.G. Mendenhall for $25.00 from a
W. C. Kell. This being shortly after the Spanish Ameri-
can War the documentary revenue stamp paid the tax
to assist in paying down the U.S. war debt similar to
revenue stamps issued during the Civil War.

A few months after obtaining this check I attended a
stamp show and while going through a box of 20th cen-
tury postcards, I came across the Mendenhall glacier
card (figures 2 and 3) mailed on August 1, 1936 with a
one cent Franklin, Scott 552 from Seward, Alaska
(named for William H. Seward, Secretary of State who
facilitated the buying of Alaska by the United States
from Russia in 1867 for 7.2 million dollars), to a Miss
Mary Bolan, in Culpepper, Virginia. For several weeks
the check and the postcard were strange bedfellows
propped up on my desk as I continued to become more
intrigued at what, if any, the connection might be. Was
E. G. Mendenhall from a small town in Southeastern,
Illinois related to the Mendenhall of glacier fame, or
perhaps was he the Mendenhall whom this awesome
glacier was named for? Thus began my inquiry to see
if E. G. Mendenhall was our man. It turns out he was
not, but the story of who he was and his relationship to
the Mendenhall of the Alaskan glacier was so fascinat-
ing that I felt compelled to share the experience with
you. This story shows how in today’s wired world one
can find out about people in history, even from the con-
fines of my little study in the Berkshire Hills of West-

The Mendenhall That Wasn’t

Figure 1 Salem National Bank
check dated May 30, 1900, to E.
G. Mendenhall.
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ern Massachusetts. Since many philatelists
are also historians, the Mendenhall story
should whet your appetite for what the world
of Google can do for you.

As I look back on my experience I realize I
truly put the cart before the horse. My ini-
tial inadequate attempts to glean who the
Mendenhall of glacier fame was, resulted in
my delving into who E. G. Mendenhall was,
and in that endeavor I was quite successful.
As it turns out, in plugging his name into
Google I came across an amazing resource.
Through a Herculean effort, gleanings of the
Kinmundy Express, the local newspaper also
known in its earliest days as the Marion
County Express—and now housed at the Illinois His-
torical Library in Springfield, Illinois—have been ab-
stracted by Dolores Ford Mobley of Divernon, Illinois.
Gleanings do not represent entire articles, but in most
cases are wonderful abstractions with special interest
focused on data significant for genealogical research,
births, marriages, death-notices, crimes, etc. These are
exquisitely described in Victorian style consisting of
life and death events, as well as other miscellaneous
articles chronicled from 1883 through 1946, absent
some years. The microcosm of a community in the
United States in the latter 19th century alone is worth
the price of admission, but not to get sidetracked it is
here that I met E. G. Mendenhall, Jr.

Edward George Mendenhall, Jr. was born October 18,
1846 in Bath, England and came to this country at age
7 with his family, his father being Edward George
Mendenhall. His father opened the first public library
in Cincinnati, Ohio. At age 16 E. G. Mendenhall Jr.

enlisted in the 5th Ohio Cavalry, Company
K, at Cincinnati, Ohio and served during the
entire civil war, enduring the hardships that
go with Army life. When he was discharged
he was serving as Orderly Sergeant of his
company, which speaks well for a boy of
19. After the War he located in Cincinnati
and settled in Kinmundy, Illinois in 1869 at
which time in April of that year he married
Eleanora Leonard. From this marriage a son
was born, Talmadge. It was never stated
what caused the union to end, either death
or divorce, but his second marriage occurred
in 1880 to Alice Bogert and from this union
a son Chester was born. E. G. Jr. was a re-
spected member of the Kinmundy commu-

nity. He was engaged in the nursery business, traveling
widely, and in later years conducted a mail order busi-
ness selling orchard machinery and other orchard sup-
plies. His business flourished. He was active with the
GAR throughout his life and on the 50th anniversary
he invited members of his company to his home. This
was duly noted in the Kinmundy Express.

E.G. Jr. was civic minded and in 1905 was elected as
Alderman for the third Ward in Kinmundy, and in 1907
he was elected to the executive committee of the
Kinmundy Poultry Association. In 1908 he lost in an
election for the Alderman’s seat. He served on the school
executive committee in 1907, and he became Mayor of
Kinmundy in 1911. He died on March 12, 1917, with a
two page obituary in the Kinmundy Express and a pic-
ture showing a handsome dignified man with a
captivatingly strong gaze. His wife survived him until
her demise in December of 1926.

Figure 2 Winter & Pond colored post card showing Mendenhall’s
Glacier near Juneau, Alaska.

Figure 3 Reverse of card in figure 2.
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So you say, interesting, but what’s the point—where is
this going? Well, now for the rest of the story—remem-
ber, so far I have not left my study and all this informa-
tion was pouring in via Google. I now was able to find
on Google the Mendenhall Family Association web site,
a forum for sharing genealogy information among the
membership of the Mendenhall Family Association
(MFA). As of March, 2003 there were 54,000 individu-
als in this data set with approximately 13,000 people
with Mendenhall surnames living in the United States
in the year 2000. The estimate is that approximately
25,700 Americans with this surname lived in the United
States from 1690-2000. Only Mendenhalls believed to
be descendants of a single person, Thomas Mendenhall
born about 1500 and their spouses are included, and
that now brings us to the Mendenhall glacier.

The glacier was named in honor of Thomas Corwin
Mendenhall born October 4th, 1841 in Hanover, Ohio
(one year after E. G. Jr.’s birth). He married Susan Allen
Marple in 1870. Though he never attended college, he
was teaching at Columbus Central High School by 1861,
and though he lacked a conventional academic degree,
he was appointed professor of physics and mechanics
at Ohio State University in 1873—the first member of
the original faculty. In 1878 he became Chairman of
the Physics Department at the Imperial University in
Tokyo, Japan where he remained for three years. While
in Japan he established a meteorological observatory
and was influential in organizing a seismological soci-
ety. He returned to the United States in 1881 and again
occupied the Chair of Physics at Ohio State University
until 1884, following which he served as Professor of
Electrical Science in the United States Signal Corps at
Washington, DC. In 1886 he assumed the office of Presi-
dent of Rose Polytechnic Institute at Terre Haute, Indi-
ana, remaining there three years during which time his
book, A Century Of Electricity, was published.

In 1889 he was appointed Superintendent of the United
States Coast and Geodetic Survey in which position he
made his influence felt as scientist and administrator.
He was responsible for the development of improved
portable equipment for measuring gravity, which per-
mitted the determination of relative force of gravity with
greater facility and accuracy, under a plan for a trans-
continental series of gravity measurements. During this
period he was an active member of many important
boards and commissions including the Alaska Bound-
ary Commission.

In April of 1893 Thomas, then Superintendent of
Weights and Measures, decided that the international
meter and kilogram would in the future be regarded as
the fundamental standards of length and mass in the
United States and this decision came to be known as
The Mendenhall Order.

In 1894 he accepted the Presidency of Worcester Poly-
technic Institute and in 1901 due to ill health he re-
signed his position and traveled to Italy for recupera-
tion and interestingly remained there for 11 years, re-
turning to the United States in 1912 and settling in
Ravenna, Ohio where he died on March 23, 1924.

Thomas Corwin Mendenhall’s principle scientific con-
tributions were to the subjects of electricity, gravity,
seismology, and atmospheric electricity, but his labors
covered a much wider field evidenced by numerous
publications. His scientific attainments were widely
recognized and despite his not being a college graduate
he was awarded honorary degrees by many American
universities. Indeed, he became President of the Ameri-
can Association for the Advancement of Science in
1889, and in view of his massive contributions to sci-
ence, the huge glacier near Juneau, Alaska was named
after him, despite the fact that he himself never actu-
ally visited the site.

Now here comes the punch line—what do the postcard
and the revenue-stamped check have in common? An
exhaustive genealogical search through the Mendenhall
Family Association takes us back to a progenitor for
the Mendenhall family, Thomas Mendenhall, born in
England about 1500. Thomas had two sons, John
Mendenhall born in Marridge Hill, England about 1536,
and Robert Mendenhall born about 1540 in Wiltshire,
England. E. G. Mendenhall Jr. was the fourteenth gen-
eration progeny in the family line descending from
Robert Mendenhall. Thomas Corwin Mendenhall was
the eleventh generation progeny of Robert’s brother
John Mendenhall. Thus, Edward George Mendenhall,
Jr. and Thomas Corwin Mendenhall are 11th cousins 3
times removed!!

To complete the story, I then explored the issue of how
these folks arrived in the United States, and again it is
fascinating at how the paths merge. Of the one brother,
John Mendenhall, it was an eighth generation progeny,
Benjamin Mendenhall born April 14, 1662 in Wiltshire,
England, who was one of the original Mendenhall emi-
grants to America, having arrived in Chester County
Pennsylvania about 1662, where he bought 250 acres
of land. He was very successful in land buying and was
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a wheelwright by trade. A money box that he made
shortly after his arrival is carved with the initials B. M.
and the date 1684. He was a leading Quaker. The home
he built in 1713 is still standing with a date stone which
reads “1713 Mendenhall, Ben and Ann”. Thomas
Corwin Mendenhall’s father Stephen emigrated in 1834
from Pennsylvania to Ohio. He was a Quaker and one
of the early abolitionists of eastern Ohio, where his
home served as a station on the Underground Railroad.

On the other side of the family E. G. Mendenhall, Jr.’s
father taught school at Forscott, England before com-
ing to America about 1850. He settled near Richmond,
Indiana and taught school. He then moved to Cincin-
nati, Ohio where he entered the book and map publish-
ing business. He co-authored and published the book
History, Correspondents, and the Pedigrees of the
Mendenhalls of England, the United States, and Africa.
Edward’s business was burned out and all of the sur-
plus copies of the Mendenhall book were destroyed.

So, there you have it. An amazing story—no, a mun-
dane story. No—rather a story like millions and mil-
lions of stories of people’s lives that have been and are
no more, but which have maintained fascinating trails
in history to follow. Stories of the commonplace and
the heroic. Historically, politically, and religiously en-
ervating, and yet no different probably than millions of
others. What is so profound and exciting though is the
actual discovery of these lives—who was Thomas
Corwin Mendenhall for whom a glacier is named? Who
is Edward George Mendenhall, Jr. serving in the Civil
War at age 16, the Mayor of Kinmundy, Illinois at the
time of his death? And what of the common blood that
ran through the multi-generations of the Mendenhalls
that we can trace back year by year for 500 years to a
common ancestor? Come on now—you can’t make up
a better story than this—and all sparked by a postcard
and a revenue-stamped check, together with an invis-
ible search engine with an outlandish name—Google.
Try it sometime, you don’t know where it will lead you.

HANDBOOK OF THE POSTAL CARDS OF
THE WORLD’S COLUMBIAN EXPOSITION

                            BY KENNETH C. WUKASCH
                    and

                    PUBLISHED BY THE UNITED POSTAL
  STATIONERY SOCIETY

176 page history of the souvenir postal cards issued for the
World’s Columbian Exposition held in Chicago in 1893.
Includes 23 pages on the special World’s Fair Station Post
Office on the fairgrounds.

New discoveries are shown and discussed.

85 collateral and advertising on postal cards are listed for the
first time.

Profusely illustrated featuring two pages of color plates.

Includes the pages relating to the World’s Columbian
Exposition souvenir cards from the 2005 edition of the
Society’s United States Postal Card Catalog.

Books may be ordered from the:  Central Office, United
States Postal Stationery Society, P.O. Box 2578, Chester,
VA  23831 for $50.00 + $4.00 S/H
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Owyhee County,
Idaho,

Post Offices

Owyhee County in Idaho’s southwestern cor-
ner is a special place in the great American
west. The county covers a huge land area—
slightly larger than the State of New Jersey—
but most people travelling through Idaho
never see it because Interstate 80N runs north
of the Snake River in this part of the state.
Last year it was estimated that there were
slightly over 11 thousand people living in
Owyhee County. Most of these folks lived in
the northeast corner of the county in
Homedale and the irrigated lands along the
Snake River south of Nampa and Boise. The
vast heartland of Owyhee County with its
mountains and canyons and sagebrush plains
lies deserted and largely forgotten except by
those few sensitive souls who value history
and tranquil places.

Owyhee was the first county created by the Idaho Ter-
ritorial Legislature meeting in Lewiston in 1863. Origi-
nally organizing all lands lying south of the Snake River,
the county derived its name from the river and moun-
tains trending northwest-southeast near the Oregon
border. The geographic features were named by
Hudson’s Bay Company employees in honor of two
Hawaiians killed by Shoshone Indians along the river
in 1819. In 1863 Owyhee County was one of the most
exciting places in the entire territory.

Early in May of 1863 a small group of prospectors set
off from the Boise Basin in a southerly direction and
crossed the Snake River to begin working streams in
the Owyhee Mountains. On May 18th they were pan-
ning in the Jordan Creek valley when they chanced on
a place they named Discovery Bar. Rich placer dig-
gings were found nearby and after marking their claims
touched off a gold rush that soon created a booming
camp named Ruby City.

Figure 1 Owyhee Mountains about 50 miles southwest of Boise, Idaho.

By Richard Helbock

Over a thousand men sailed on board the steamer Pa-
cific from San Francisco on March 1, 1864, with most
bound for the Idaho mines. Hundreds more set out from
Denver, Saint Louis and other points within reach of
overland travel. Jordan Creek was soon completely
claimed by placer miners for a distance of 18 miles
around the original find. Placer mining soon gave way
to hard rock or quartz mining and quartz mills created
jobs for hundreds of men in hauling and mining the
ore. Carpenters, blacksmiths and laborers had plenty
of work and the population of Ruby City swelled
quickly. Some estimates claim that there were 5,000
people in the mining district at the peak, but no census
was ever made and numbers fluctuated considerably
with seasons and events.

On June 22, 1864, John Cummins was appointed the
first postmaster of Ruby City. He was replaced less than
six months later by William Clemens. Ruby City ap-
peared to be well on its way to becoming the principal
settlement of the Owyhee mining district. It had been
selected as the seat of county government by the Terri-
torial Legislature in March 1864. By 1865 it had its
own newspaper and substantial commercial buildings

Much of the history presented in this article has been
derived from Mildretta Adams’ Sagebrush Post Offices,
1986. Mrs. Adams came to Owyhee County in 1911, and
fell in love with the place and its history.
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were under construction. Plans were afoot to build
churches, schools and other civic improvements. But
all this promise soon disappeared, for Ruby City had a
rival.

Silver City—located only about a mile up Jordan
Creek—was surveyed in the spring of 1864 and town
lots were sold at auction on July 4th of that year. Ri-
valry between the two camps was intense. While Ruby
City had the advantage of a slight head start, Silver City
had its well-connected, ambitious promoters who ar-
gued that the site of Ruby City was too “exposed”. Early
rounds in terms of the county seat and the post office
went to Ruby City, but by fall 1865 the citizens of Sil-
ver City began a campaign to relocate the county seat
to their community.

The Owyhee Avalanche began publishing in August
1865 from an office in Ruby City. Initially the paper
tried to remain neutral on the question of who should
have the county seat—in reality an argument over which
community would survive—and even proposed that the
two camps be merged with the new name of Owyhee.
Compromise was not in the cards, and in August 1866
the Avalanche relocated itself to Silver City and began
advocating removal of the county seat and post office.
A petition was circulated and presented to the Territo-
rial Legislature, and in January 1867 the Legislature
removed the county seat from Ruby City up the can-
yon to Silver City. The post office followed on Febru-
ary 5th moving one mile up Jordan Creek and changing
its name to Silver City. Other buildings, enterprises and
most of the residents followed suit and within a few

years there was vir-
tually nothing left to
indicate that Ruby
City was once the
pre-eminent locality
in the county.

Owyhee
County Post
Offices
Over the years there
have been about
fifty different post
offices that operated
within the modern
boundaries of Owy-
hee County. The ac-
tual number has

been reduced here because some offices changed their
names and continued to serve the same locality and
some offices relocated but kept their previous names.
Today there are only five offices operating in the county.

Map 1 shows the location of Owyhee County post of-
fices and it may be readily seen that most of them have
been located on the Snake River along the county’s
north border or scattered among the creek valleys in
the Owyhee Mountains in the western part of the county.
The remainder were widely dispersed through central
and southern Owyhee County.

Our discussion of Owyhee County post offices will be
organized on the basis of their geographic location, and,
since Ruby City and Silver City were major places in
the Owyhee Mountain valleys, we shall begin with that
region.

Figure 2 Ruby City, Idaho, March 27, 1865 or 1866.

ROCKVILLE

An application for a post office was filed by Robert
Young who was then station master of The Rocks, a
stage station on the Snake River-Jordan Valley road.
Young claimed that his proposed office would serve
about 200 residents in the area and that mail would be
delivered from Caldwell some 35 miles to the north-
east. The Rockville Post Office was authorized Novem-
ber 12, 1885, but there were initial difficulties in find-
ing mail carriers willing to make the 70-mile round trip
three times a week for the offered sum of $35.00 a
month.
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Map 1 Owyhee County, Idaho, post offices.

In 1903 work was begun on a 19-room stone structure
located on McBride Creek about a quarter mile south-
west of the original station. Completed in 1905, the new
Rocks Stage Station housed a hotel in addition to the
post office and had a large barn to accommodate stage
teams and pack horses (figure 3). The new Rocks sta-
tion was built by the Proud Family formerly of Michi-
gan and construction was finally completed in 1905.
Jesse Proud was serving as postmaster in 1910 and was
paid $150 for his services in that year. Later that year
the Prouds’ sold the Rocks and moved to nearby Poi-

Figure 3The Rocks Station and hotel, 1910. (Adams, 1986)
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son Creek Station. In May 1912, the Rockville Post
Office was relocated to Malheur County, Oregon (map
2). It operated there until 1948.

REYNOLDS CREEK

In 1877 a post office was
authorized near the center of
the Reynolds Creek Valley
and named Reynolds Creek.
George Gardner was the
only postmaster, and the of-
fice was closed November 7,
1879 (map 3). Five years
later, Jan Brunzell managed
to acquire a new post office
for the valley. It was located
a few miles south of the original office and the name
was shortened to
Reynolds. Brunzell
was paid only
$48.16 in 1885, but
he continued on in
the job until being
replaced by his son
Oscar in 1904. Oscar
was still serving in
1910 and his salary
had risen to $260 for
that year. On Sep-
tember 12, 1913, Jan
Brunzell once again
became postmaster
and changed the
name of the office to
Brunzell. The rea-
sons behind this

Map 2 Rockville, Idaho & Oregon.

Map 3 Reynolds Creek to Murphy in Owyhee County.

abrupt reassumption of the duty by the elder Brunzell
and the name change are unknown but pose some in-
teresting speculations.

Brunzell continued
on as postmaster un-
til March 1918, and
in 1919 the name of
the office was
changed back to
Reynolds. Figure 5
illustrates Reynolds
postmarks from 1898
and 1918 and a
Brunzell postmark
from 1916. Interest-
ingly, the postmaster
in April 1918 was us-
ing a Doane style
handstamp reading
Reynolds that would
have been issued
about 1904. It would

Figure 3 Brunzell’s Hotel at Reynolds. The post office was
in the smaller building at left.(Adams, 1986)

Figure 4 Reynolds and Brunzell postmarks from different eras. (PMCC Collection)
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appear that Charles Stoddard, who replaced Jan
Brunzell, was in no mood to wait until Washington rec-
ognized his application for a name change. The Rey-
nolds Post Office was discontinued July 15, 1940.

MURPHY

Murphy ispresently the Owyhee County seat. With a
population of around fifty, it ranks as one of the small-
est communities in the entire United States to host a
seat of county government. How this came to be makes
an interesting story.

In the late 1890s Colonel William E. Dewey had a dream
of building a railroad from the Oregon Short Line sta-
tion at Nampa to his recently founded mining camp at
Dewey in the Owyhee Mountains and onward to
Winnemucca, Nevada. Surveys were completed for the
route of the Boise-Nampa & Owyhee Railroad (B-N&O
R) by 1897, and construction was begun. The line
crossed the Snake River on a bridge at Walters Ferry
and followed Rabbit Creek to a point just below Striker
Springs where a new townsite was laid out in 1899.
The town was named Murphy in honor of Pat Murphy,
a mining engineer at Silver City and personal friend of
Colonel Dewey.

Murphy grew quite rapidly in its early years. Alvin O.
Brunzell was appointed the first postmaster on Septem-
ber 7, 1899, and the promise of wealth built around
being the first railroad town in the county attracted nu-
merous investors and settlers. Before long the town had
two hotels, two livery stables, two grocery stores, a
harness shop, a restaurant and three saloons. The 1903
Rand McNally map of the area depicts the B-N&O R
passing through Murphy and travelling on to Boonville
in the mountains (map 4). Unfortunately, advanced age
and failing health forced Colonel Dewey to retreat from
his original plans. The B-N&O R never proceeded be-
yond Murphy, and the town became locally known as
the “Terminal City.”

Murphy actually benefited from the truncated railroad
extension. Filling the role of a classic “break-of-bulk”
point, the town became a transport hub with stages
meeting the trains and carrying freight and passengers
onward to Reynolds, Silver City, Dewey, De Lamar and
other communi-
ties of Owyhee
County. Land
s e t t l e m e n t
schemes were
floated on the
promise of irriga-

tion and rail freighting. Farms and ranches sprouted in
the surrounding countryside and cattle drives along the
dusty trails to the Murphy railhead became an annual
event.

By the 1930s the number of Owyhee County residents
living along the Snake River far outnumbered those
who remained “way up yonder” in the scattered min-
ing camps of the mountains. Silver City, at an eleva-
tion of over 6,000 feet was considered too remote and
isolated to function. In 1934 an election was held over
the relocation of the county seat. The voters overwhelm-
ing supported removal of the seat from Silver City, but
the next question was where it should be relocated.
Homedale, the largest town on the Snake in Owyhee
County had a 1930 population of 225. Murphy then
had a population of 310, and it was somewhat more
centrally located. Murphy became the county seat in
1935.

Daily train service between Nampa and Murphy was
suspended in June 1942. The railroad—now part of the
Union Pacific system—relegated service to one train a

week on the line,
but even this was
given up in
1945. More and
more people be-
gan to drift away
from Murphy

Map 4 Rand McNally’s 1903 Map of Idaho showed the B-
N & Owyhee RR) running all the way to Booneville

Figure 6 Three Murphy postmarks used from 1904 to 1933 (PMCC Collection)
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with the loss of the railroad, and like so many small
towns scattered across our great nation it barely clings
to life today. Without the county courthouse, it would
surely soon cease to exist. Figure 6 illustrates three dif-
ferent Murphy postmarks used between 1904 and 1933.

SINKER

Two post offices operated along Sinker Creek, about
eight miles east of Murphy, and both bore the name of
the stream that was reportedly so-named be-
cause early settlers were said to have used
gold nuggets as fishing weights. The origi-
nal Sinker post office was authorized in 1888
when E. H. Moore was appointed postmas-
ter on December 16th. This office was dis-
continued in 1902. In July 1904, Anna Joyce
applied for a new Sinker post office that was
to be operated from her Ranch house (figure
7). It was said to provide local service for 40
nearby residents. The new Sinker post office
operated from 1904 to 1909. It should have
been issued a Doane style postmarker-can-
celler, but no examples have thus far been
discovered.

CASTLE CREEK VALLEY

Several lesser streams including Catherine Creek, Hart’s
Creek and Pickett Creek flow into Castle Creek, which
in turn flows into the Snake River. The area is reason-
ably well-watered and was settled by ranchers and farm-
ers in the late 1860s. In 1876 two neighbours—Milton
Presby and James W. Hart—who lived just six miles
apart competed to open the first post office in the val-
ley. Presby named his office Castle Creek and Hart
called his Catherine Creek. Both offices were approved
on May 17, 1876.

Castle Creek operated for two periods—1876 to 1902
and 1907 to 1924—in the same general vicinity but
housed in several different structures. Figure 8 illus-
trates two different Castle Creek postmarks dating from
the earliest period of operation. Catherine Creek had a
much shorter existence and was discontinued August
17, 1877, after the Post Office Department decided that
only one post office in the valley was sufficient to meet
local needs.

Oreana Post Office was established November 12, 1885,
in response to an application filed by Michael Hyde, a
local stockman. The town of Oreana—a name applied
by cattlemen to yearling calves that have been ear-

marked, but not yet branded—had been laid-out a year
or two earlier near the center of the valley. The post
office enjoyed a long life and was finally discontinued
April 21, 1878.

TO BE CONTINUED
Note: All postmarks identified as PMCC Collection have
been reproduced from the Margie Pfund Memorial Post-
mark Museum & Research Center Collection.

Figure 7 Sinker post office at the Joyce Ranch house circa
1909 (Adamas, 1986)

Figure 8 Castle Creek postmarks from 1893 and
1900 (PMCC Collection)

Figure 9 Oreana post office (right) and saloon: a popular watering
hole. (Adamas, 1986)
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By Paul E. Petosky
Once an active U.S. Army post, Fort Wilkins was named
after William Wilkins (1779-1865), who served as U.S.
Secretary of War under President John Tyler. The post
was built on the shore of Lake Superior in 1844 to pro-
tect local government interests in the early mining pe-
riod. It was abandoned in 1846, but Fort Wilkins was
alternately abandoned and reoccupied several times un-
til 1870.

Fort Wilkins became a State Park in 1923. Surrounded
by water and forest, Fort Wilkins offers visitors an op-
portunity to explore the daily routine of military ser-
vice and experience the hardships of frontier isolation.
Fort Wilkins is a well preserved example of mid-19th
Century Army life on the northern frontier. Ninteen
buildings survived, twelve of them original structures
from the 1840s. Extensive restoration work and devel-
opment began in 1939-40 under the Works Projects Ad-

A Brief History of the Fort Wilkins and Copper Harbor Post Offices
ministration. Within the boundaries of Fort
Wilkins State Park is the historic Copper
Harbor Lighthouse (new one), was built in
1866. 

 Fort Wilkins State Park is open from mid-
May to mid-October, and is located one mile
east of Copper Harbor on Highway U.S.
41. The park has two modern campgrounds
with 165 campsites that feature electricity,
fire pits, picnic tables, and modern
restrooms with hot showers and flush toi-
lets. Camping facilities are open from April
15th to November 15th. For further infor-
mation call 1-800-44-PARKS for reserva-
tions.

The Fort Wilkins Post Office was originally established
in Houghton County on June 4, 1845 with Charles R.
Brush as its first postmaster. It discontinued operation
on March 19, 1850 and was reestablished again on July
30, 1851 with Daniel D. Brockway as postmaster. The
Fort Wilkins Post Office changed its name to Copper

Figure 1 Fort Williams at Copper Harbor in an 1850 sketch.

Figure 2 Fort Wilkins manuscript postmark of January 15,
1852, on stampless folded letter to Wisconsin.

Figure 3 Views of a reconstructed Fort Wilkins on a linen-
era post card.

Postmasters that served at Fort Wilkins
Charles R. Brush June 4, 1845 to June 17, 1847

Daniel D. Brockway June 18, 1847 to March 19, 1850

Daniel D. Brockway July 30, 1851 to June 22, 1852

Seth Ross June 23, 1852 to October 11, 1859

Walter A. Northrup October 12, 1859 to May 3, 1860
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Map 1 Kewee-
naw County was
established in
1861 jutting into
Lake Superior

Postmasters that served at Copper Harbor
Walter A. Northrup May 4, 1860 to November 2, 1863
Edward Guilbault November 3, 1863 to January 16, 1866
Daniel D. Brockway January 17, 1866 to December 3, 1868
George W. Sumner December 4, 1868 to April 9, 1869
Edward Guilbault April 10, 1869 to February 13, 1870
George W. Sumner February 14, 1870 to September 16, 1878
John Twohy Jr September 17, 1878 to December 17, 1878
John Twohy Sr December 18, 1878 to November 21, 1880
Emile Paquet November 22, 1880 to August 14, 1881
John F. Bennett August 15, 1881 to September 26, 1881
Leon Lauvaux  September 27, 1881 to June 25, 1883
Charles Corgan  June 26. 1883 to June 1, 1884
Edward S. Walters June 2, 1884 to September 5, 1886
Henry Corgan September 6, 1886 to October 11, 1889
William Smith October 12, 1889 to March 10, 1890
John C. McFarlane November 16, 1900 to April 12, 1938
Elizabeth M. Matthews April 13, 1938 to October 1, 1940
Serene D. Wescoat October 2, 1940 to July 27, 1967
Harold J. Wescoat July 28, 1967 to May 29, 1986
Linda J. Wanhala May 30, 1986 to June 16, 1986
Mary L. Kauppi June 17, 1986 to August 15, 1986

Figure 4 Copper Harbor post office at Pontiac Resort in
the 1940s.

Harbor on May 4, 1860 with Walter A. Northrup as
postmaster. Keweenaw County was established on
March 11, 1861. The Copper Harbor Post Office dis-
continued operation on March 10, 1890, and after a
number of years it was reestablished again on Novem-
ber 16, 1900.   

 The Copper Harbor Post Office became a Community
Post Office effective August 16, 1986, and uses zip code
49918.

 ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:
U.S. Postal Service
Michigan Postal History The Post Offices 1805-1986 by David M. Ellis
Michigan Place Names by Walter Romig
James E. Lee’s Philately, Cary, IL 
Clyde H. Wescoat II of Copper Harbor, MI

Figure 6 Copper Harbor Community post office sees its
share of winter snow.

 



68 Whole Number 221

MODERN Alaska Collectable Covers
Part 2

By Bob Collins
The Anchorage Philatelic Club has been producing a
“club” cover every year since 1953. Here is an example:

There are also series of dog race covers from the Yukon
Quest and Iditarod as well as local races and events.
There are many topics to get involved with to say the
least.

Pictorial postmarks from Alaska are interesting, and I
remember one that when used didn’t make a good
marking so it was just used for part of a day and was
discontinued early.  I would imagine this is a harder
one to find than most others as a lot of collectors missed
out on this one.

One cannot forget about the many military personnel
stationed in Alaska during WWII. There was construc-
tion on the Alaska Highway and several military bases
to collect examples from. Many of these different APO
numbers are very hard to find and the prices for these
locations can top a hundred dollars. There are many
Navy postmarked examples to be found, including
the uncommon lighthouse locations.

In The Alaska Philatelist (TAP), Carl Cammarata
wrote about the WWII military postal markings in
great detail in his column called “Alaska War Cover
Corner” which started in 1987 (issue #123) and went
on for several years. These articles, along with Bill
Helbock’s fine publications, are a great help in un-
derstanding the military mail from Alaska of which
there is a great variety for the collector.

The Alaska Philatelist publication of the Alaska Col-
lectors Club had ceased publication in the early 1980s,
but several members were trying to get it going again.
Bill Helbock agreed to print TAP free for a time to
help the club get back on its feet. Len Persson, who
was a knowledgeable and super collector of Alaska
covers, phoned me and asked if I would be the editor
and put together the bi-monthly issues of TAP. Len
favored bi-monthly issues as opposed to quarterly is-
sues because people would possibly lose interest in
the lengthy time period between issues which sure is
a valid point. I said no to the editorship because I am
not a writer and had no experience in this sort of thing,
but changed my mind when Len persisted. TAP ap-
peared again in 1985 with issue #112.  I served as
editor until issue #140 in 1989. At that time we had a
nice publication with several members doing continu-
ing articles in each issue. In order to fill in space as

A hand drawn patriotic by Leonard Burkowski mailed
from Kodiak Naval Air Station. (Ex-F.D. Roosevelt
Collection)
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needed I could always show some early postal his-
tory items from my collection which I found out is
why I was asked to do the editor’s job.  I think TAP
was one of the best club publications at that time (I
base this on comparisons I made of others in compe-
tition at the national stamp shows). We had a great
variety of articles—from older covers to modern post-
marks and many things in between. TAP is still being
published today and anyone considering collecting
Alaska material should think about joining.

In the earlier years of operation, the Alaska Collec-
tors Club had printed a club cover, but these were the
mass produced cachets that were a dime a dozen. We
started something new with high quality and very col-
lectable special Alaska Collectors Club Covers in
1989.  These covers were sent to each sustaining mem-
ber (ten at that time) who supported the club to en-
courage others to upgrade their membership. Several
professional cachet makers were contacted as the idea
was to have a high quality, very collectable—not mass-
produced—product. We wanted a hand-drawn and col-
ored cachet produced in very limited numbers (20-
30), done by a recognized artist with a collector fol-
lowing. Even some of the postmarks used on the cov-
ers were extra special and are not found on everyday
mail. We wanted something far different from the
normal common cachet covers floating around, and I
believe we accomplished that.

Judith Fogt agreed to do our first cover. Her quality
work as a cachet artist insures her a place as one of
the top first day cover artists in collecting circles. Each
of the following special club covers came with an in-
sert explaining the cover theme and artist informa-
tion.

ACC #1 (1989) - Needless to say this was a very spe-
cial one-time undertaking for Ms. Fogt as she nor-
mally would not be involved in a project such as this.
Just recently several of her covers were pictured in a
well known auction, and they were not nickel-and-

dime items to say the least which is a testament to her
quality work. For our club cover she did a hand-drawn
and colored cachet picturing the Nome Post Office in
1907 from a photo postcard. The building was later
destroyed in the fire of 1934 when three quarters of
Nome burned to the ground. The Nome Postmaster at
this time, Jean Silvernail, autographed the covers and
applied the postmarks. The postmarks were used only
by Jean Silvernail personally so they had very limited
use and are special indeed.

ACC #2 (1990) - This was done by Keith Harward
who is also a member of the First Day Cover Society
and does hand-painted covers. Mr. Harward got the
idea for his cover while watching the Iditarod Dog
Race which mentioned “more moose were seen this
year than in the past.”  They can be very dangerous to
the mushers and their dogs. The postmark was again
applied by Jean Silvernail of Nome, Alaska, and the
autographs on the front were done personally by Ri-
chard and Kathy Swenson. Both of the Swensons race
dog teams, and Rick has won many races and is well
known in Alaska. This postmark is only used during
the Iditarod Dog Team Race and the date is the day
Rick Swenson crossed the finish line in Nome

ACC #3 (1991) - This was done by Doris Gold, an-
other well known cachet maker. The theme is Vitus
Bering, an officer in the Russian Navy, who sailed
through the Alaskan waters sighting Kodiak Island.
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17-19 Nov - CPS (Chicago)
27-27 Nov  - Worthington, OHIO

The Wreck &
Crash Mail
Society: 

We want you
and your

accidents!

 A quarterly
Journal “ La

Catastrophe”

European Adress
c/o Norman Hogarth: 10 Lady Jane Park  Bradgate
Road  Newton Linford   Leicester, England  LE6
0HD Dues 12.50 £

North America
address  c/o Dr
Steven J. Berlin  
12407 Dover Road 
Reisterstown
Maryland  21136. 
Dues $25.00.

Please make checks
out to the society. 

Bering died after his ship wrecked on the Commander
Islands December 8, 1741. Three Kodiak Island post-
marks were used.

ACC #4 (1992) - The theme is the first 100 years of
the Ketchikan, Alaska, post office. Gary Hudeck is
the cachet maker who has a different style than the
first three so it adds diversity to the series. The totem
pole face is from a totem pole in Ketchikan and the
postmarks (three on the front and one on the back)
were through the courtesy of the Ketchikan postmas-
ter.

ACC #5 (1993) - This was done by Thomas Weddle
who has been doing hand-colored cachets since 1959
and is in the First Day Cover Hall of Fame.  The theme
honors St. Michael(s), Alaska, which was a very his-
toric steamboat port near the Yukon River, so impor-
tant to Alaska in the early years.  The Russians built a
fort there in about 1833.  The population (about 100
in 1890) was composed of mostly Eskimos but shortly
thereafter the population grew greatly due to the dis-
covery of gold and increased steamboat traffic on the
Yukon River.
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USA POSTAL HISTORY
Colonial to Prexies: Maritime, Destinations,

Expos, DPOs, Railroad, Territorial, CSA,
Express, Possessions, & Military

Chicagopex
 Sheraton, Arlington Heights, IL

 November 17 - 19

STEPHEN T. TAYLOR
5 Glenbuck Road
Surbiton, Surrey

England KT6 6BS

Phone 01144-208-390-9357
Fax 01144-208-390-2235

Email: staylor995@aol.com
www.stephentaylor.co.uk

Your American dealer in Britain

20th

(800) 594-3837
FAX(888) 898-6123

Don Tocher
U.S. Classics,

Stamps
and Postal History
~ See the many examples at

my website ~

http://www.postalnet.com/dontocher/

Postage Stamp Mega-Event, Oct. 5-8
Madison Square Garden, NY, NY booth #544

NEASDA-Mania, October 21-22
Clarion Inn in Albany, NY (Exit 5 off I-90)

ASDA,  APS, USPCS, CSA, USSS
Box 679, Sunapee, NH 03782,
CELL PHONE:  617-686-0288

  dontoch@ix.netcom.com
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TOMORROW’S POSTAL
HISTORY IS HAPPENING

TODAY!
Strange but true, it is easier to find what U.S. post
offices existed in 1902 than to find out what U.S. post
offices are operating today.

The only official source—USPS’ National 5-Digit Zip Code & Post Office Directory—omits literally
thousands of stations and branches, lists closed offices, and is riddled with other errors. And it
is no longer published!
Finally, a complete list is here! The Post Mark Collectors Club’s Directory of Post Offices, as noted in
Linn’s Stamp News and the American Philatelist, is as accurate as 10 years of research and 20
volunteers can make it. The postal rarities of tomorrow are listed here, and only here!
Available in handsome notebook format for $50, or one CD for $20.87. Payment (payable to
PMCC) to Andrew Mitchell, P.O. Box 5, Tariffville, CT 06081-0005. Individual state lists also

available – see order form at http://www.postmarks.org

Dealer inquiries welcome.

Questions or requests for a free sample to above
address or

by e-mail to: ajmitchell2@comcast.net

2006 New La Posta E-books
1) Washington Territorial Postmarks By Richard A. Long. A Reprint of his 1990-1995 Articles in La Posta.With the kind
permission of author Richard A. Long, we are pleased to announce the addition of a reprint of his ground-breaking catalogue
and inventory of Washington Territorial Postmarks. This series was originally published in La Posta between 1990 and
1995,and, although all the counties of the Territory were not completed, it remains the seminal work on the subject of
Washington Territorial Postmarks to date. We are pleased to add it to our stock of La Posta E-books. The catalogue has
been augmented with full-color illustrations of territorial covers from the Lane Woodard Collection........... $19.95 postpaid
($17.50 postpaid to La Posta subscribers)

2) Postmarks on Postcards, Revised 2nd Edition: An Illustrated Guide to Early 20th Century US Postmarks By Richard W.
Helbock
This 290-page generously illustrated CD-ROM (many in full color) is designed to provide both an introduction to all US
postmarks of the 1900-1920 era and a reference for anyone wishing to learn more about postmarks and postmark collecting.
The E-book has two sections: the first explores all US postmark types found on cards and covers of the Postcard era; and
the second provides details of the ways in which US postmarks are collected.
In addition to all that is contained in the print version, this CD-ROM version has been enhanced with a gallery of nearly 1,000
full-color illustrations of the various sorts of early 20th century postmarks described in the text. $19.95 ($17.50 to La
Posta subscribers)

3) La Posta Subscribers’ Auctions #53-72 Prices Realized
This CD-ROM contains the results of twenty La Posta Subscribers’ Auctions conducted between 1996 and 2004. An aggre-
gate of nearly 14,000 individual lots of United States postal history were offered in these sales and approximately 70% of
these lots were purchased by La Posta subscribers. The prices realized by these lots represents a powerful research tool
for anyone seeking to better understand the market for U.S. postal history.
The data includes original lot descriptions, estimates of value and the actual prices realized. Some 1,600 of the lots are
illustrated—most by full-color scanned images. Data is available in both HTML and MS Excel format.......... $19.95
($17.50 to La Posta subscribers)

Orders by credit card thru Pay Pal on-line at: http://www.la-posta.com/ebooks.htm
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Order your copy today! 

Chicago Postal Markings 
and Postal History 

By Leonard Piszkiewicz 576 Pages with an 8-page color section. 64 chapters 
with Appendix and Bibliography. Price: $75.00 
Please add $5.00* for shipping. 

Chicago Postal Markings and Postal History is th e 
culmination of more than 25 years accumulating Chicago postal 
history items. This volume provides a comprehensive analysis of 
markings usage fo r all markings known used in Chicago from its 
beginnings as a post office in 1831 until the mid-1950s, when 
standardization and streamlining of Post Office operations 
eliminated most of the markings used earlier. However, the book 
includes those types of markings that continued to the end of the 
2Q'h century and are of interest to collectors (e.g. , airmail, registry). 

),.,~ ~ 
,;?n -.:1 -Cw .1'¥- £'( 
~ ~~- ~------~ r------------------, 

V/.<4 • ORDER FORM • • 

Quan.: Title: Price: 

Pisckiewicz's· Chicago Book 

Shipping Additional $5.00 

TOTAL: $ 

Check Enclosed 

Charge to: __ VlSA __ MasterCard __ Discover 
CaroNe. ____________________________ __ 

Expire Date: ____ __ 

Name_· ------------------------------

StreetAddress: ------------------------

City_· -------------------------------
State: ___ Zip Code: ________ __ 

Phone: Fax: ________________ _ 

I E-Mail: _ _____________ __ 

L------------------
Note: lllinois Residents add 
6.5 % sales tax to their order. 

In addition to the usual operations as prescribed by the 
U.S.P.O.D., Chicago had its own unique experimental postal 
aspects, such as the short-lived 1863 postmarks containing 
initials or letters in addition to the city-state-date information 
usually found. The author researched these markings and 
discovered the scheme apparently used by the Chicago Post 
Office for applying these markings on cover. The explanation of 
these markings (covered in Chapter 6) was initially published in 
The Chronicle of the U.S. Classic Postal Issues in 1996. 

Phone: (847) 462-9130 • Fax: (847) 462-9140 
Email: jim@jameslee.com 

Our customers regularly 
receive our full color newslet
ter packed with special offers 
four times each year. Be sure 
to go our site and sign up to 
receive it. 

*$15 shipping for 
foreign orders. 

www.JamesLee.com 
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WWI Spruce Camp
Mail Wanted

I am seeking information, covers,
postcards, or photos of the Spruce
Production Division—a U.S.
Army unit that logged spruce trees
in Washington & Oregon for air-
plane construction during WW I.

The camps were based in coastal
counties, and may be addressed “Camp 4”, or “S.T.
Camp 2/48th Sqd. S.P.D.” or similar.

Will buy, or would appreciate copies or jpegs.

Rod Crossley,
Box 729,

Montrose, CA  91021.
rcrossley@worldnet.att.net

Alaska Collectors Club
APS Affiliate #218

Dedicated to developing a wider interest in the study
and preservation of Alaska’s Postal History.

We are a wide-ranging group of collectors who are
interested in all aspects of the postal history of Alaska.
From the first covers under United States ownership to
the latest events, we try to cover the gamut of Alaska

postal history.

Some of our features:

Quarterly Journal, The Alaskan Philatelist
Auctions of Alaska material
Fellowship with other Alaska collectors

Dues $15.00, information available from:

Eric Knapp
Secretary/Treasurer
4201 Folker Street, Unit 102
Anchorage, AK  99508 -5377
E-mail:  eknapp@gci.net

ATTENTION
POSTAL HISTORY & LITERATURE DEALERS

Trade discounts are available on
United States Post Offices, Volumes 1 - 6,

as well as other La Posta Publications.

WRITE OR CALL:
JAMES E. LEE,
P.O. BOX 36,

CARY, IL 60013-0036
VOICE: 847-462-9130
FAX: 847-462-9140

ARIZONA - NEW
MEXICO

POSTAL HISTORY
SOCIETY

Seeks New Members, Who Seek New
Material, New Information and  New

Friends
DUES $10 Annually

Receive “The Roadrunner” Quarterly
Newsletter

Trade Duplicates at Winter and Summer
Meetings

Contact: J. L. Meyer,
20112 West Point Dr.,
Riverside, CA 92507

or

Peter Rathwell,
4523 E. Mountain View Dr.,
Phoenix, AZ 85028
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Thumb your nose at fakery! 

With The Philatelic Foundation's Opinions VII 

Fifteen years in the making, the latest installment in this acclaimed series features 23 articles 
covering a broad range of expertizing subjects on both stamps and covers, with over 400 
illustrations and, for the first time, color throughout. Opinions VII also provides a cumulative index 
to all seven Opinions volumes. 

Highlights of Opinions VII include: 

Authenticating a Pony Express first day use 

Determining the printer of US Bank Notes 

Micro spectroscopy to detect fake postmarks 

Bluish papers, 1847s, Back-of-the-Book 

Revenue inverts, locals, Hawaii, Philippines 

A photo survey of the Orangeburg coil+ more! 

Limited edition, hardbound 
212 pages, many in color 
7" x 1 0" format 
Price only $60 postpaid (with in US) 

Still available is The Pony Express, A Postal History by Frajola, Kramer and Walske, with complete 
historical and postal details, complete trip listings and images of all recorded Pony Express covers. 
Hardbound (and nearly sold out) for $50 postpaid in US. 

The Philatelic Foundation 
70 West 40th Street, 15th Floor 
New York, NY 10018 
(212)221-6555 

www.philatelicfoundation.org 

Note: The il lustrated cancel above is a fake. A copy with a real cancel appears on p. 66 of Opinions VII. 
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PROFESSIONAL POSTMARK
TRACING & MAPS

I will execute to your exact specifications accurate
tracings of plain or
fancy postmarks,
cancels and maps.
My work has
appeared in La
Posta in both the
Washington

Territorial postmark series by Richard A. Long and the
19th Century Colorado postmark series by Richard
Frajola.

If you’ve been thinking of a postmark catalog
project, or any research which requires well-executed
postmarks or maps for illustrations, but do not have
the time required to accomplish the tracings, drop me
a line or give me a call with the particulars, and I will
give you a quote.

Jane Dallison
P. O. Box 296, Langlois, OR 97450

(541) 348-2813

All 55 Years of
Western Express

On DVD plus a one-year
Membership to the

Western Cover Society
For only $60 postpaid

Every issue of Western Express from 1950
Through 2005 has been scanned in and stored

On DVD as fully searchable PDF files

No need to fumble through those old-fashioned paper
copies of Western Express to find the subjects you are look-
ing for. No more digging through old manual paper indexes.
For $60, you get the Western Express DVD plus a one-year
membership to the Western Cover Society (which includes
a one-year  subscription to Western Express).

Note: If you prefer to purchase a DVD without becoming a
member of WCS, the DVD-alone price is $100. Send your
Check today!!!

Oscar Thomas, Treasurer WCS
PO Box 604

Lake Forest, CA  92609
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LA POSTA
CLASSIFIED ADS

Only 5 cents per word delivers your message to the
largest and best informed group of postal historians in

America
Word Count 1 issue 3 issues 6 issues

1-25 $1.25 $3.12 $5.94
26-30 $1.50 $3.75 $7.14
31-35 $1.75 $4.35 $8.28
36-40 $2.00 $4.98 $9.48
41-45 $2.25 $5.61 $10.68
46-50 $2.50 $6.24 $11.88
51-55 $2.75 $6.84 $13.02
56-60 $3.00 $7.47 $14.22
61-65 $3.25 $8.10 $15.42
66-70 $3.50 $8.73 $16.62
71-75 $3.75 $9.33 $17.76
76-80 $4.00 $9.96 $18.96
81-85 $4.25 $10.59 $20.16
86-90 $4.50 $11.22 $21.36
91-95 $4.75 $11.82 $22.50
96-100 $5.00 $12.45 $23.70

TOWNS: WANTED

COLES COUNTY IL covers and post cards
wanted, especially before 1920. List
avaialble. Michael Zolno, 2855 West Pratt,
Chicago, IL 60645, email mzolno@aol.com
[38-1]

IDAHO COVERS wanted. All kinds; all towns;
all periods. Send description, photocopies,
or scans with prices to Mark Metkin, 1310
Crestline Drive, Coeur d’Alene, ID 83814-
6027. metkin@mindspring.com [37-6]

ILLINOIS: MERCER County covers wanted
from these towns: Arpee, Bluff, Boden, Car-
bon, Cole Dale, Creamery, Griffin, Hazle
Point, High Point, Mercer, Monroe,
Petersville, Pope’s Mills, Prince, Rivola,
Suez, Sully, Sunbeam (Nettie A. Mulligan,
PM), Unaville & Wanlock. Gary F. Morrow,
381 Wyldewoode Dr., McDonough, GA 30253
LM085@bell south.net. Phone: 770-957-
1268 [37-6]

MASSACHUSETTS: FRANKLIN County
Postal History: stampless to modern. Espe-
cially need illustrated mail, usages with rev-
enue stamps (checks, deeds, etc.) and pre-
cancels. Send photocopies or scans with
asking price. Request town list post free. Jim
Kotanchik, PO Box 684, West Acton, MA
01720-0684, email: jimko@spealeasy.net
[37-6]

NORTH DAKOTA: all postal history wanted
from territorial to modern. Send photocopies
or on approval. Gary Anderson, P.O. Box
6000039, St. Paul, MN 55106 [38-1]

SPOKANE FALLS / SPOKANE, WA. 1872-
date wanted: Territorial, registered, postage
due, certified, commercial airmail, foreign
destinations, unusual station cancels, us-
ages, and postal markings. Send description
or photocopies/scans to Larry Mann, 655
Washington PL SW, Mukilteo, WA 98275
Larrymann02@aol.com [38-1]

FOR SALE: COVERS

COVER AUCTIONS, NAVY/MILITARY; Clas-
sics; Submarines; Surface Ships; Locations;
APO;s; POSTCARDS; MEMORABILIA. Mix-
ture of commercial; philatelic; wartime cov-
ers. Free illustrated catalogues. Jim Smith
(USCS, MPHS), Box 512, Oshtemo, Michi-
gan 49077 [38-1]

TOWNS:WANTED
ALL STATES and categories wanted! Better
consignment material always needed for my
bi-monthly Mail Bid Sales. Write/ call for con-
signment details. Jim Mehrer, 2405-30th
Street, Rock Island, IL 61201. Phone: (309)
786-6539. Email: mehrer@postal-
history.com. Internet web site: http://
www.postal-history.com. [38-3]

BUTLER COUNTY PENNSYLVANIA covers,
real photo postcards, and fiscal paper
ephemera wanted by second-generation col-
lector.  Send description, photocopies, or
scans with prices to Janice Metkin, 1310
Crestline Drive, Coeur d’Alene, ID  83814-
6027. metkin@mindspring.com [37-6]

CALIFORNIA - KERN & IMPERIAL County
covers and cards. Especially interested in
Bakersfield corner cards. Send description
or photocopies and prices to John Williams,
887 Litchfield Ave., Sebastopol, CA 95472
[38-3]

SOCIETIES

COLLECT CANADA/B.N.A.? Consider
BNAPS! The society offers study groups; pub-
lications; annual exhibitions; and online library
bnapstopics.org! View: www.bnaps.org. Con-
tact: P. Jacobi, Secretary, #6-2168 150 A
Street, Surrey, BC Canada V4A 9W4 [38-1]

FOR SALE: COVERS
POSTAL HISTORY featured in our mail bid
sales. Free catalogs. Juno Stamps, 2180 Hart-
ford Ave., St. Paul, MN 55116-1010.
junostamps@aol.com [38-2]

DO YOU COLLECT State Postal History,
Doane Cancels or cancels of any kind? Now
38 States online plus Dakota Territory and
more coming. Over 9000 covers online with
1500 of them pictured. Website: http://
www.towncancel.com/ Gary Anderson, P.O.
Box 600039, St. Paul, MN. 55106. Email:
garyndak@ix.netcom.com. [38-1]

DPO’s, RPO’s, ships, Doanes, Expos, ma-
chines, military, advertising, auxiliaries, and
more! My Mail Bid Sales offer thousands of
postal history lots. Write/ call for sample cata-
log. Jim Mehrer, 2405-30th Street, Rock Is-
land, IL 61201. Phone: (309) 786-6539. Email:
mehrer@postal-history.com. Internet
website:http://www.postal-history.com.[38-2]

NOTE:
EXPIRATION DATE SHOWN
AT END OF EACH AD,  i.e.,
[37-3], MEANS AD WILL
EXPIRE WITH THIS ISSUE.

AD DEADLINE FOR NEXT
ISSUE:

Nov. 5, 2006
E-MAIL US IF YOU

INTEND TO RENEW
YOUR AD & TIME IS

SHORT FOR RENEWAL
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DOANE CANCELS:
WANTED

Buy, sell and trade Doane Cancels of all
states. Send photocopies or on approval.
Gary Anderson, P.O. Box 600039, St.
Paul, MN 55106 [38-1]

PREXIES: WANTED
URGENTLY NEED 4½¢ Prexies for
collection. Looking for covers, proofs,
printing varieties. Anything that fits into a
specialized collection. Describe with
asking price. Howard Lee, Box 2912,
Delmar, CA 92014. Tel: 858-350-7462.
Email: gimpo@adnc.com [37-6]

SUB-STATION POSTAL
MARKINGS: WANTED
SUB-STATION postal markings from any US
city wanted. Especially interested in legible
duplex and MOB markings. Send photo-
copies with firm price to Dennis Pack, 1915
Gilmore Ave., Winona, MN 55987 [37-6]

TOWNS: WANTED

URGENTLY NEEDED! Philadelphia, PA.
advertising covers with illustrations of
buildings. Also Phila. cameos, classics, all-
overs. Postal history of Philadelphia in the
Civil War, anything paper from the Centen-
nial of 1876 or Phila. National Export
Exposition of 1899. Autographs of former
Mayors of Philadelphia. All replies an-
swered. Member APS. Gus Spector, 750
South Main Street, Suite 203, Phoenixville,
PA 19460. GSpec56@aol.com [37-6]

MILITARY: WANTED
ALASKA & WESTERN CANADA APOs,
interesting Pan American (Scott 294-299)
issues on cover and Pittsburgh/Allegheny
County covers from 1851-1861. Send
Xeroxes or scans and pricing to Bob
McKain, 2337 Giant Oaks Drive, Pittsburgh,
PA 15241 (57-vette@adelphia.net) [37-6]

ROYAL NAVY warship covers (names on
backflaps) sent from/to North American port
(19th Century). Priced photocopies to D.
Mario, Box 342, Saskatoon, Sask. S7K 3L3
Canada [38-3]

FOREIGN: WANTED

COMMERCIAL AIR air covers, 1945 or
earlier, any intercontinental mail, i.e, Europe
to Asia, North America to Africa, Australia to
Europe, etc. Send scans or photocopies for
my offer, or on approval to Richard Helbock,
PO Box 100, Chatsworth Island, NSW 2469,
Australia or helbock@la-posta.com

WANTED: MISCELANY
US & POSSESSIONS POST OFFICE
SEALS: on/off cover, Scott listed and
unlisted. Especially need Ryukyu and
Philippine material. Also want worldwide
official seals on cover. Send photocopies or
scans with asking price. Jim Kotanchik, PO
Box 684, West Acton, MA 01720-0684,
email: jimko@speakeasy.net [37-6]

LITERATURE: FOR SALE

www.pacificpioneers.com - Check out this
700 page Book on Pan Am’s flight covers in
the Pacific - 1935 to 1946. I sell, trade or
exchange information on new cover finds.
Also want to purchase similar material. Jon
E. Krupnick, 700 Southeast 3rd Ave., Ft.
Lauderdale, FL 33316 [37-6]

COVERCRAZY2
EBAY STORE

THE LARGEST POSTAL HISTORY STORE ON EBAY

Anne & Doub invite you to visit our ebay store with nearly 10,000
 items for you to view.

State Postal History, Advertising, Fancy Cancels, Machine Cancels, RPO’s,
Foreign Covers, and much more

Simply go to your computer and type in: www.stores.ebay.com/covercrazy2
We anxiously look forward to serving you

Hundreds of new covers are added weekly

Thank you for your interest.

 Anne & Doub
annesell@worldpath.net

Elwyn@elwyndoubleday.com
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La Posta Publications
33470 Chinook Plaza, #216,

Scappoose OR 97056
email: helbock@la-posta.com

We hope that you have enjoyed our journal and I wish to cordially invite you to become a subscriber.

LA POSTA is published six times a year and provides over 450 pages of research, news and information regard-
ing all aspects of American postal history. With a subscription price of just $25 per year, most of our readers
consider us to be the best bargain in postal history today.

In addition to the journal, La Posta conducts regular mail auctions of postal history material submitted by our
subscribers. These Subscribers’ Auctions typically feature over 500 lots per sale and are mailed as separate
booklets. They have proven extremely popular as a way for collectors to acquire moderately priced cards and
covers and to dispose of their duplicate or unwanted material.

I hope you will find La Posta worthy of your support. If so, please take a moment to fill out the form below and
send us a check in the amount of $25, or pay via credit card at www.la-posta.com/journal.htm to begin your
subscription with our next issue.

Sincerely yours,

Richard W. Helbock,

Publisher

———————————————————————————————————————————————
La Posta Publications
33470 Chinook Plaza, #216
Scappoose, OR 97056

Hello Richard:

Yes, I’ll give La Posta a try. You may begin my subscription with the Volume 37, Number 6 (Dec 2006-Jan
2007) issue. Enclosed is my check in the amount of $25.00.*

Name: ————————————————————————

Address: ———————————————————————

City, State, ZIP: ______________________________________________

*or pay via credit card through Pay Pal at www.la-posta.com/journal.htm
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INDEX OF ADVERTISERS
MAIL AUCTIONS
RANDY STEHLE - 29

DISPLAY ADS
ALASKA COLLECTORS CLUB - 74
ARIZONA-NEW MEXICO P. H. S. - 74
COLORADO POSTAL HIST. SOCIETY - 29
COVERCRAZY2 - 78
ROD CROSSLEY - 74
JANE DALLISON - 76
MICHAEL DATTOLICO - 76
GLENN A. ESTUS - 49
JIM FORTE - 71
FREEMAN’S - 70
JOHN M. HOTCHNER - 39
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LA POSTA E-Books - 72

JAMES E. LEE - 73 & 74
JIM MILLER - 76
NEW JERSEY POSTAL HISTORY
SOCIETY - 71
BOB NICHOLS - 49
NUTMEG STAMP SALES - Backcover
DENNIS PACK - 27
THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION - 75
POSTMARK COLLECTORS CLUB - 72
TIMOTHY R. PUSECKER - 44
SCHMITT INVESTORS LTD. - 18
STEPHEN T. TAYLOR - 71
DON TOCHER - 71
US POSTAL STATIONERY SOCIETY - 59
WESTERN EXPRESS - 76
WRECK & CRASH MAIL SOCIETY - 70

ADVERTISING IN LA POSTA
DISPLAY ADS are available on a contract basis as shown below. Ad contents may be changed from issue-to-issue, provided
changes are received by the posted deadlines.
INSIDE PAGES
  Ad Size One Issue Three Issues Six Issues
  1/8-page $13.00 $29.90 $54.60
  1/4-page $30.00 $69.00 $126.00
  1/2-page $55.00 $126.50 $231.00
  1-page $100.00 $230.00 $420.00

INSIDE COVER*
(FULL-PAGE, BLACK & WHITE)

One Issue $175.00
Two issues $275.00
Four issus $580.00
Six issues                $800.00

BACK COVER*
(1/2 PAGE, COLOR)

One Issues $250.00
Two issues $475.00
Four issus $800.00
Six issues             $1,200.00

*We normally ask that back cover and inside cover ads be taken out for a minimum of two issues due to our advance printing
schedule for covers.

All charges include Type setting & Layout
AD DEADLINES FOR INSIDE PAGES are as follows: Dec/Jan issue - Nov 15; Feb/Mar issue - Jan 15; Apr/May issue - Mar
15; Jun/Jul issue - May 15; Aug/Sep issue - July 15; Oct/Nov issue - Sep 15.

AD DEADLINES FOR BACK COVER COLOR AD & INSIDE COVER ADS are: Dec/Jan & Feb/Mar issue – Oct 31;
Ap/May & Jun/July issue – Feb 28; Aug/Sep & Oct/Nov issue – June 30.

E-mail your ad to Cath Clark at: lapostagal@hotmail.com
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