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Publisher’s Page
World Wind
Our August – September issue features ten articles by Ameri-
can postal historians treating a fascinating and diverse mix
of subjects. Three of the authors are new to our pages and
they include a couple of Annapolis graduates and a well-
known personality in American Philatelic Society circles.
Gentlemen, we are proud to welcome your research contri-
butions to our growing body of  content, and I hope you will
grace our pages with additional articles in the not-too-dis-
tant future. Our seven returning authors include both some
very familiar names and a few who visit us only occasion-
ally. Thank you one and all. We are always delighted to see
your by-lines in our pages.

Cath and I completed our very brief trip to the Pacific North-
west successfully, and I am pleased to announce that we be
conducting a public auction of 400-500 lots of outstanding
postal history material from Washington and Montana in
conjunction with the PIPEX regional stamp show at Spo-
kane in May 2006. Additional details of the sale will be an-
nounced in the near future, but I can say without exaggera-
tion that this will be the finest offering of Washington and
Montana territorial postal history in many years.

World Wind is a new software program developed by NASA
and made available free to the public at http://
worldwind.arc.nasa.gov. In their introduction, NASA de-
scribes World Wind as “a fully 3D interactive globe.” I found
it necessary to let these words sink in for a few moments,
but, after considering the implications, I decided to jump in
and download the necessary file from one of the available
NASA sites. I also downloaded the Web Manual which is a
fairly concise, well-illustrated document that I recommend
to others as a useful guide.

The download didn’t take long. After all, you are not down-
loading the entire “3D interactive globe” but merely the
means to allow your computer to access NASA’s vast store-
house of satellite imagery. Once installed, the program
launches with a click on it’s shortcut icon. It opens with an
image showing the earth as a globe from an altitude of 12,756
kilometers (7,654 miles) in space with a crosshair cursor
superimposed. Using one of the built-in controls, you can
spin and rotate the globe to any position you choose and
then use a zoom control to decrease your altitude above that
point. As altitude decreases, the image begins to show more
and more detail derived from LandSat 7 Visible Color files
until it begins to get fuzzy at an elevation of about 15,000
meters (about 50,000 feet) above the earth’s surface. The
degree of detail for both natural and man made features at
that altitude is amazing! And it is available in this database
for the entire surface of the planet.

Users examining geographic locations within the United
States have even greater resources available. In addition to
the LandSat 7 files, the US is covered by a USGS very high

resolution aerial photography mosaic that permits well-de-
fined views at altitudes under 3,000 feet). Another option
offers USGC topographic maps at very low scale of 1:50,000.

Selected urban regions of the United States may be viewed
in extremely high resolution aerial photographs provided in
yet another USGS series that links to the NASA World Wind
site. This image shows a small post WWII house that my
parents built in the Johns Landing neighbourhood of Port-
land, Oregon, from an elevation of 143 meters on an oblique
of 43 degrees. World Wind permits users to vary the view
from the standard overhead in order to reveal details in ter-
rain elevation.

There are many other features available to users of World
Wind including a place name overlay and boundary infor-
mation, but I’ll allow interested readers to explore those
options without further comment by me. The main point I
would like to emphasize about World Wind is its potential

This view of Blind Pass that separates the islands of
Sanibel and Captiva, Florida, is from the USGS 1m
Ortho series available on World Wind. The view
shows the area at an oblique of 45° and an elevation
of 868 meters.

This view from the USGS Urban Area high resolution
series on World Wind shows a small house (arrow) on SW
Kelly Street of Portland, Oregon. Note that a car parked
behind the house is clearly visible.  Elevation 143 meters
at 43° oblique.
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POSTAL HISTORIANS
ON LINE

The following individuals have expressed an
interest in corresponding with other collectors via e-
mail. Names are followed by specific interest (where
known) and complete e-mail address. If you would
like to join this list in future issues of La Posta, send
us a note via e-mail at  helbock@la-posta.com

for being a powerful postal history research tool. For ex-
ample, in Michael Dattolico’s article on Luke Chute, Ohio,
in the current issue, I have added two views from World
Wind that illustrate the relationship among the community
on the Muskingum River, the island in the river and the dam
at Lock Number 5. When combined with ground level views
such as those provided by Michael, the reader is far better
able to understand the nature of the community’s site selec-
tion.

I hope that some of you will explore the possibilities of
World Wind and let me know what you learn. A broad-
band internet connection is required in order to make use
of the large data streams downloaded from the NASA
World Wind libraries, but there are no charges involved in
using the program and it really presents an amazing view
of our beautiful planet.

Paul G. Abajian [Vermont postal history] — PGA@vbimail.champlain.edu
Joe Adamski [SD, CT] — joe_adamski@hotmail.com
Jim Alexander [Texas Postal History] — jralexander3@aol.com
American Philatelic Research Library — aprl@stamps.org
Gary Anderson [US Doanes & ND postal history]

— garyndak@ix.netcom.com
Walter Anderson [SD statehood & territorial; SW Minnesota, NW Iowa, Anne

 Arundel Co. MD, Butler, Phelps, Ripley Co, MO]
— heynetboy1@sio.midco.net

Kirk Andrews — kirk.j.andrews@intel.com
A.A. Armstrong, Jr. [Western Nebraska & S.D. Butcher

& son PPCs] — draa@hotmail.com
Regi Ausmus [21st C modern postal history] — rockinregi2004@yahoo.com
Fred Austin [airmail first flights] — skyman@npgcable.com
Ted Bahry [Wake & Midway Isl, Benzie Cty, MI]— semperted@aol.com
Mark Baker Enterprises [Dealer CA & NV postal history, Express, Photos,

postcards, ephemera]  Web: goldrushpaper.com— mbcovers@directcon.net
Bob Baldridge — [Wisconsin p.h.] bobbaldridge@earthlink.net
Alan Banks [Missouri] — abanks7@aol.com
Mike Baranoski [MI & Phillippines] — debbar@provide.net
Richard Bard, Jr. — dbard@plix.com
William H. Bauer [CO; NY: Otsego Co] — Whbcphs@mkl.com
Beall, Robert — rbeallstmp@aol.com
John E. Beane, MD [West Virginia postal history]— JBEANE@prodigy.net
Robert Beasecker [MI p. history] — beaseckr@gvsu.edus
Stan Bednarczyk [Street cars] — abednarc@columbus.rr.com
John Bierne [Navals, RPO, AK] — john_beirne@hotmail.com

William R. Beith [Eastern Oregon] — wrbeith@comcast.net
Kevin Belmont [SW Arkansas, West Pointers on stamps]

— kevin.belmont@west-point.org
Bary D. Bender [Dealer p.c.’s & p.h.; + collects WA: Columbia Co]

— ngatecol@comcast.net
Larry Berg — lberg@charter.net
Steven Berlin [interruption of mail, US, Karl Lewis DWI]

— drstevenberlin@yahoo.com
Wolf Berry [Dealer: buys/sells US covers, collectible paper. Collects tied seals]

— thepaperwolf@infoblvd.net
Henry J. Berthelot [train, ship wreck mail & US postal card

 p.h.]— hankberthelot@yahoo.com
Henry Betz [Franklin Co., PA & Cumberland Valley RR] — hbetz@epix.net
Jim Blandford [Mich. Doanes & RPOs, booklet stamp usage on cover, pre-1880

Detroit postal markings] — jblandf526@aol.com
Tim Boardman [Washington PH, photos, books & maps]

— simcoe@dsl-only.net
Joe Bock [US Airmail 1935-1950 & Arizona town cancels; U.S. WWII]

— jandrhobbies@commspeed.net
John Bloor [Worldwide early airmail; semi-official airmail; provisional

airmails of Portuguese Africa] — aerophil59@yahoo.com
Eppe Bosch [Eastern WA: Stevens, PendOReille, Whitman Co.s; Central Wisc:

Portage, Waupaca, Wood Co.s] — bonep@qwest.net
James Boyden [WWI military, WW censored] — jimesmc@worldnet.att.nt
Bruce Branson [CA counties: Inyo, Morro, Alpine, Mariposa, Siskiyou)

— bjbranson@lonepinetv.com
Caj Brejtfus [1851-61 3c & Machine cancels] — brejtfus@earthlink.com
Carolyn S. Bridge [military, esp. Civil War] — thecotttonwoods@copper.net
Deane Briggs, MD [Florida Postal History]  — drb@gte.net
Roger S. Brody [Series 1902, Promenent Americans, BEP Production]

— rsbco@optonline.net
Daniel Broulette—danbro1@comcast.net
Brown, Chip [WV ph; 1903 uses of 1902 definitives on cover]

— grahamb@alltel.net
Brown, Edward — nedbrown@ameritech.net
Kenneth Burden [Washington & CA; western RPOs]

— burden@localaccess.com
Maurice Bursey [#215 covers, Confederate N Carolina & Union occupation of E.

NC covers. — mauricebursey@aol.com
Raymond Buse [Cincinnati & Clermont Co., OH p.h.] — stamppat@aol.com
James W. Busse [San Diego Co.p.h.] — Jimb1997@aol.com
John Cali — rocket@dremscape.com
Arden Callender [U.S. banknote issues] — callenderardy@sbcglobal.net
Carl Cammarata [AK, IN, RPO, Civil War, Special Delivery]

— carlcammarata@earthlink.net
Gary Carlson [machine cancels] — gcarlson@columbus.rr.com
George Carnahan — mishaboy@bellsouth.net
Dave Carney [Wisconsin postal history] — dcarney1@new.rr.com
Alan Cartwright [Postal Cards—used abroad, with RFD cancels, or w/ Street Car

cancels] — c4rto@btinternet.com
Case, Victor [SE & Central OR] — vjc@uci.net
Glenda & John Cheramy [Dealers; Canada] — gcheramy@shaw.ca
Larry Cherns [covers & PCs pre 1953 & post-1953 wars with original

non-commercial contents in English] — katchke@hotmail.com
Robert Chisholm — [Dealer: postal history] — chizz5@aol.com
Bob Chow [Colorado] — bob.chow@fmr.com
Greg Ciesielski [Knights of Columbus postal history] — lilski@ec.rr.com
G.A. Clapp [correspondence, US postal history] — g.clapp@cox.net
Douglas Clark [Railway Mail] —dnc@alpha.math.uga.edu
Nancy B. Clark [Maine postal history]—nbc@cape.com
Tom Clarke [Philadelphia] — ocl-tom@ix.netcom.com
Walter S. Clarke [Interesting on-cover cancellations on Scott # 10 & 11]

— worldata@mindspring.com
Lawrence E. Clay [Scouting, Broken Bow, NE] — lclay3731@charter.net
Ed Close [U.S. POW (Civil War-Korean) & WWII Japan-Am Internment mail]

— hombresello@comcast.net
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Louis Cohen [Kentucky postal history] — cohenstamps32@aol.com
Giles Cokelet [Montana postal history, Greenland]

— giles_c@coe.montana.edu
William G. Coleman, Jr. [Mississippi postal history: DPO emphasis]

— jearnest@netdoor.com
Collyer, David C. [General US, Texas, USS Texas] — cozumel_90@hotmail.com
Robert W. Collins [Korean War & “Collins” postmarks]— ohiorwc@aol.com
Vince Costello [US fancy cancels, postal history, auxiliary marks]

— vinman2119@aol.com
Joe H. Crosby [Oklahoma & Indian Territory; 19th c fancy cancels, college

Cancels] — joecrosby@cox.net
W.H. “Tom” Crosby — tcrosby@wans.net
E. Rod Crossley [West coast military, Spruce Production Division, Ventura

county CA & CA RPO] — rcrossley@worldnet.att.net
Russell Crow [Virginia PH, esp stampless also pre-1900 school covers]

—cornwall2@adelphia.net
Frank Crown [Georgia p.h.] — fcrown@earthlink.net
Tony L. Crumbley [Dealer; NC & Confederate postal history]

— tcrumbley2@aol.com
Roger D. Curran [US 19th C cancels] — rdcnrc@evenlink.com
Richard Curtin [CA covers & CA express] — curtinr@srcglobal.net
Matt Dakin [Mississippi Postal History] — patdakin@mindspring.com
Mike Dattolico [La Posta Associate Editor] —  MMDATTOL@aol.com
Bob Delaney — bdelaney@uclink4.berkeley.edu
Joseph M. Del Grosso — diandme2@gbis.com
James L. Diamond [Spanish American war] — jdia407@aol.com
Thomas S. Donnelly [history on postals] — tdonn@adelphia.net
James P. Doolin [19th century postal history of all “Columbus” named towns

— jamesdoolin@worldnet.att.net
Doubleday, Elwyn — doub@worldpath.net
George B. Dresser [Texas postal history] — g-dressel@cox-internet.com
Lee Drickamer — lee.drickamer@nau.edu
John L. DuBois — jld@thlogic.com
Joseph E. DuBois [AK, CO, MT & eastern OH] — hobbyduby@aol.com
Francis Dunn [19th Century Montana] — francis@dunn386.fsnet.co.uk
Geoffrey Dutton [2d Bureau postal history] — geoff@neddog.com.

Website: http://neddog.com/stamps
Don East [fancy cancels on officials & CA: Mendocino & Humbolt Co]

— doneast@mcn.org
Loring Ebersole [Ohio postal history, WWII APOs, Rt 66 postcards]

— loringebersole@comcast.net
Fern Eckersley [OR postal history] eckers@prinetime.net
Leonard M. Eddy [OK & Arkansas p.h.]— lmeddy@arkansas.net
David Eeles [p.h. of the 1954 Liberty series, experimental mechanization]

— eeles.1@osu.edu
Tom Edison [Non-European postal history] — tomedisonppcs@cs.com
Ralph Edson [New England 20th C – every cancel from every P.O. (1900-2000

EKU & LKU) — edsonrj@aol.com
L. Steve Edmondson [Tennessee] — tenac@hctc.com
Craig Eggleston [Philippines, US Possessions] — cae@airmail.net
Fred Ekenstam [TX POW camps, Co/PM j US newspaper wrappers]

— cfekenstam@juno.com
James F. Elin [Arizona post. hist.]  — tucscon1934@aol.com
Mike Ellingson [North Dakota Territory; machines]

— mikeellingson@comcast.net
Empire State Postal History Society — http:/www.esphs.org
Darrell Ertzberger [NC, VA, railroad, RFD] — mteton@aol.com
Paul Eslinger [MT, Dakota Territory] — elkaholic@natisp.com
Glenn Estus [New York] — gestus@westelcom.com
Alyce and Don Evans [WVa and Los Angeles, CA] — DEvansUSAF@aol.com
James W. Faber [WY, NW OH, Hancock Co, ME, No. WI]

— faber@bluemarble.net
John Farkas [US Possessions] — jonfark@cs.com
Wayne Farley [West Virginia P. H.] — cwfarley@aol.com
Richard Farquhar — [seapost, military, RPO, RFD]

— FARQRICH@bellsouth.net

Norm Ferguson [Navy covers –NS Savannah] — normjanstjoe@prodigy.net
Walter Findlay — waltjul@aol.com
Ronald W. Finger [US Navy CV’s, WWI & WWII APOs & Feldpost]

— roncva43@aol.com
Louis Fiset [WWII civilian internment ph]—  fiset@u.washington.edu
Ed Fisher [MI; 4th Bureau: ½c-Hale, 1 ½c Harding, ½c postage due]

— efisherco@earthlink.net
Ken Flagg [Used postal stationery: US, CZ, PI; WWII APOs, Postwar APOs]

— ken0737@earthlink.net
Jane King Fohn [TX WWI air branches; Medina Co, TX; US#1043 (9c Alamo)]

— janekfohn@sbcglobal.net
Jim Forte [Dealer] — jimforte@postalhistory.com

& Website http://postalhistory.com
Nancy Foutz [Dealer/collector – postcards, adv postal cards, p.history]

— dexterpc@bestweb.net
Myron Fox [WWI/WWII U.S. & German military & censored mail WWI, WWII

2nd postwar occupations] — MyronFox1@aol.com
Gene Fricks [Literature, TN & NJ PH] — genefricks@comcast.net
Bob & Kathy Friedman [Dealer-worldwide p.h. & mint stationery]

— covercnr@eaze.net
Don Garrett [Mississippi] — Donompix@aol.com
Craig Garrison [WWI domestic bases; Doanes] — crg@toad.net
Douglas Gary [Dealer] — doug_gary@hotmail.com
Bob Gaudian [Connecticut Postal History]

— rgstamper @aol.com
John J. Germann [Texas DPOs & Navy ship covers]

— jghist@houston.rr.com
Glen A. Gerner — gbgerner@fuse.net
James Gerson — sjgerson@aol.com
Ray Getsug [Minnesota postal history, literature] —rayg669563@aol.com
Glenn Gholston — mgholston@osbar.org
Atholl S. Glass [Stamp affixers & control perfins] — athollglass@hotmail.com
Don Glickstein [postal cards used in Alaska] — dglicks1@earthlink.net
Michael Goldstein [RPOs, streetcars, WA,D.C. pms] — caped@starpower.net
Justin Gordon [CT postal history, PNC’s on cover]— justyod@aol.com
Max Gors [Dakota Territory & Tripp Co.] — maxagors@aol.com
John Grabowski [Prexies, famous Americans, 1941 Defense,1902 Regular

issues] — minnjohn@alum.mit.edu
Ken Grant [Wisconsin postal history] — kgrant@uwc.edu
Maurice Grossman — mbgrossma@att.net
John Grosse — johngrosse@compuserve.com
Ted Gruber [Nevada] — TedGruber@aol.com
E. J. Guerrant [Unusual US Stamp Usages]— ejguerrant@prodigy.net
Alex Gundel [Mail to Foreign Destinations] — Alexander.Gundel@dlr.de
Michael Gutman [Mass ph & 19th cent,. Precancels]

— mikeg94@comcast.net.
Arthur Hadley [Indiana, flag cancels] — ahadley1@comcast.net
Raymond Hadley [postal cards, Wesson; Connecticut]— ray-suzann@gci.net
John Hale — jwh60@chartertn.net
Hall-Patton, Mark [CA: Orange Co; Bridges-related post offies,Nevada aviation]

— hallpatt@unlv.nevada.edu
Larry Haller [Handstamped Flags] — LJHaller@aol.com
Ken Hamlin [Montana postal history, photographs & ephemera]

— knphamlin@sofast.net
Scott Hansen [Aden censored mail, US Navy WWII, US Military stations in the

Philippines]  — scott.hansen@teradyne.com
John T. Hardy, Jr. [US postal cards & general; Philippines]

 — john_hardy@msn.com
Richard A. Hargarten [signed airmail & air race covers 1910-1940]
— rahargarten@yahoo.com
Ron Harmon [Florida PH] — rrhrm@hotmail.com
Labron Harris [Dealer, postal history] — labronharr@aol.com
Wayne Hassell [Dealer; collects US Marines, Wisconsin & Michigan]

— junostamps@aol.com
Thomas Hayes [South Dakota & pre-territorial Wyoming]— dakter@nvc.net
Karl Hellmann [US covers, Doanes, postcards]— karllectibles@aol.com
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Eliot Landau [U.S. Registry, U.S. Classics, All Lincoln issues on cover]
— elandau@aol.com

Walter LaForce [US Doanes & NY RFD & Co/PM cancels]
—vlwl@rochester.rr.com

Gary Laing [Virginia p.h.] — laing@naxs.com
Dick Laird [U.S. Doanes and Indiana Postal History] — d.laird@insightbb.com
Curt J. Lamm [Unusual 1851-61 townmarks]—cjlamm@netstorm.net
Eliot A. Landau — [U.S. Registry, All U.S. w/ Lincoln Stamps]

— elandau@aol.com
Russell C. Lang [Nebraska] — LangWhiteOak@nntc.net
Robert M. Langer [Boston ad covers; Carroll County NH]

— rla4141975@aol.com
Peter B. Larson [Idaho & U.S. postal history] — plarson@wsu.edu
Ken Lawrence — [Crystal Palace World’s Fair, 1853 New York]

— apsken@aol.com
Wes Leatherock — wleathus@yahoo.com
Howard Lee [Usage of the U.S. 4th Bureau Issue 6c, 7c, 8c, 11c, 12c, 13c, 14c,

17c ] — gimpo@adnc.com
James E. Lee [Philatelic Literature Dealer]

—jim@jameslee.com & website:  www.jameslee.com
Leslie W. Lee [WI p.history & WI Doanes] — leslee@itis.com
Brian R. Levy [“To the Fair”or EXPO, Long Island PH, aero]

— bellobl@aol.com
Bruce Lewin [China, Hong Kong, US offices in China] — bjlewin@att.net
Matthew Liebson [Ohio PH; Licking Co., Doanes, stampless]

— paperhistory@mindspring.com
Ron Leith [USA banknote issues to foreign destinations]

— ronleith@uniserve.com
David C. Lingard [Florida-4 bars, Doanes, RPO, Adv. & most anything]

— david_lingard@hotmail.com
James R. Littell [balloon, rocket, Zeppelin post]— zepplincat@wzrd.com
William Lizotte [VT postal history, Doanes, etc]

— bill.lizotte@anr.state.vt.us
Jerry Login [US UX6 postal cards] — jerl204@msn.com
Nicholas Lombardi [US 2d Bureau issue + Registerd Mail]

— 8605@comcast.net
Robert Lorenz [CT postal history] — fotolorenz@aol.com
Bud Luckey [Siskiyou Co. CA; northern CA]—luckey@snowcrest.net
Len Lukens [Oregon p.h. & trans-Pacific airmail]

— llukens@easystreet.com
David Lyman [World postmarks on covers or piece]

— postmark@sympatico.ca
Max Lynds [Aroostook Co., Maine p.h.] — max@pwless.net
Millard Mack — millardhmack@yahoo.com
Larry Maddux [OR postal history; all over advertising covers]

— lmaddux@pacifier.com
Tom Maringer [Arkansas PH] — willwhitfoot@shirepost.com
Bob Markovits [WW I Air Corps] — RLMarkovits@aol.com
Peter Martin — pmartin2020@aol.com
Richard Martorelli [Military, Postage Due] — martorel@pobox.upenn.edu
Bernard Mayer [Oklahoma] — Bernie@m47303.com
Thomas C. Mazza — tmazza@dbllp.coms
Robert McAlpine — rmcalpine63@comcast.net
Larry McBride [U.S. town & DPO cancels] — lgmcbride@yahoo.com
W.T. McGreer [Dealer. Western covers to 1920] — outwest13@aol.com
David McCord [Doanes, Type E 4-Bars + AK,WA,WY,NV,OR covers]

— damac52@comcast.net
R.J. McEwen [Eastern Oregon] — rjmcewen@aol.com
Chuck & Jan McFarlane [Ausdenmoore-McFarlane Stamps]

— Mcmichigan@charter.net
Bob McKain [Pittsburgh, Alaska Hiway & AK APOs]]

— 57-vette@adelphia.net
Michael E. Mead [Britannia Enterprises - postal history dealer]

— meadbritannia@aol.com
Jim Mehrer — [Dealer. Collects expo’s, Navy ships]

—mehrer@postal-history.com   & website http://www.postal-history.com

Steve Henderson [military postal history] — vshenderson@aol.com
Gary Hendren [Missouri PH] — g2hslm@msn.com
Henry Higgins [Florida; TN] — henry@xtn.net
Jack Hilbing [Illinois stampless; machine cancels]

— jack@hilbing.net
Robert Hill, Jr. [Virginia postal history] — bobhill@shentel.net
Terence Hines [Hanover, NH & #E12-21 on cover] — terencehines@aol.com
Gerald Hof [NY, MD, VA postal history; PanAm commemorative covers, Scott US

 295-300 — alfredson2@msn.com
Tim Holmes [machine cancels] — timhol@hotmail.com
John Hotchner [20th c aux marks; Xmas seals tied; Spec deliv; wreck & crash

 mail; some FDCs]— JMHStamp@ix.netcom.com
B. Clyde Hutchinson [US 1861 issue; CA postal history]— bch@llcllp.com
Stan Jameson [dealer] — empire65@tampabay.rr.com
Stefan T. Jaronski [postal history of Ithaca NY; northeastern Montana; Confed.

States military mail] — bug@midrivers.com
Cary E. Johnson [Michigan p.h.; Railway, Waterway & Streetcars]

— cejohn@umich.edu
Gerald Johnson [3c 1851] — gdj@ix.netcom.com
William H. Johnson [stampless covers from Florida]— whjdds@aol.com
Charles A. Jones [CO & Prexy postal history] — cgjones3614@bresnan.net
Robert D. Jones [Nebraska postal history, esp. DPOs]

— robwanjones@charter.net
Barton D. Kamp [Massachusetts postal history] — bartdk@mindspring.com
Steven Kaplan [US postal cards] — skpk1984@aol.com
Gordon Katz [Maryland & DE postal history, postal history on postcards]

 — g.e.katz@att.net
Robert Keatts [Walla Walla Co., WA p.h.] —  lkeatts@innw.net
Rodney Kelley [Arkanas, esp Conway & Pope counties]— rkel@swbell.net
Peter Keyes — [VT 19th C illustrated covers] — pbk@sover.net
Curtis R. Kimes [US naval postal history] — pmarche@jps.net
John L. Kimbrough [Confederate states] — jlkcsa@aol.com
Kelvin Kindahl [New England p.h.; postmarks]  — Kelvin01027@charter.net
Lon King — lon@lonking.net
Bob Kittredge [US Airmail postal stationary, UC1 & UC16]

— caljenkitt@aol.com
Lucien Klein [Prexies, OR: Marion & Grant Co] — lusal@msn.com
James E. Kloetzel [Scott Publishing Co] — jkloetzel@scottonline.com
Kenneth Kloss [OH: Ashland Co; “billboard” advertising covers]

— monion@webtv.net
Eric Knapp [Alaska postal history] — eknapp@gci.net
Vincent L. Knauss III [Key West ph & US Fancy Cancels]

— knausv@springfieldstampclub.org
Daniel M. Knowles [NY: Suffolk Co, Long Island; 3c 1861-auxiliary markings]

— dknowles@med.cornell.edu
Kent Kobersteen [US Scott CII, unusual commercial usages, unusual off-cover

stamps] — kobersteen@aol.com
William Kolodrubetz [classic US post office seals] — wkolo@prodigy.net
Konigsberg, Paul [Museum of Postal History, NYC]— pkonigsb@email.usps.gov
Van Koppersmith [Alabama & Mississippi p.h.] — cleave3@aol.com
Jim Kotanchik [Franklin Co., MA & PO Seals] — jimko@speakeasy.net
George Kramer [west; western Europe, telegraph]— gjkk@optonline.net
Ken Kreager [CO postal history; series 1851-1857 3c + 1c +10c, World’s

Columbian covers, Pan Am Centennial, German states]
— stampman@buffalopeak.com

Jon E. Krupnick [Pacific Flights 1936-46 & US Pacific Possessions]
— jonpac@aol.com

George Kubal [Dealer] — geokubal@aol.com
Alfred Kugel [20th Cent. Military Mail, US Possessions & Offices Abroad]

— afkugel@hotmail.com
Rick Kunz [RPO, AGT, RR postmarks]

— rkunz@eskimo.com (see also Mobile Post Office Society)
William O. Kvale [MN p.h.: Territorial, Civil War patriotics, early Statehood

— flo3wil@aol.com
Charles LaBlonde [WWII mail to & from Switzerland & Red Cross]

— clablonde@aol.com



September 2005             7

Ben Ramkissoon [Postal history of Chicaco & Dupage Co., IL; history
of U.S. space (lunar) exploration] — rramkissoon@juno.com

Peter Rathwell [AZ pre-1890; 1869 US or Canada large Queens]
— prathwell@swlaw.com

Robert D. Rawlins [naval covers] — rawlins@sonic.net
Gale J. Raymond [island mail, small nations, expeditions, military forces,

UN forces, courier mail] — c/o laposta_cclark@hotmail.com
Mark Reasoner [Ohio] mreasone@columbus.rr.com
Michael J. Rainey [Western covers, NV, SIE, YUB counties]

— rainey@nccn.net
Ramkissoon, Reuben A. — rramkissoon@juno.com
Byron L. Reed [South Dakota p.h.] — laposta@byronreed.com
Thomas E. Reiersgord [MN: Hennepin Co; Ux27 usages]

— Reiersgord@aol.com
Norm Ritchie [CO, UT, AZ & NM photos, postal history] —  mnp@ctos.com
Martin Richardson [OH & IL] — martinR362@aol.com
Thomas Richardson [North Carolina P.H., APOs] — stamps@northstate.net
Harold Richow [WWI & Civilian Conservation Corp covers]

— harr@mchsi.com
Al Ring [Arizona postal history] — ringal@msn.com
Linda Roberts [Utah: Park City postmarks, postcards, stocks,

Tokens,stereoviews, bottles, etc] — robertsfamly@earthlink.net
William B. Robinson [Dealer; collects Wisconsin postal history]

—wbrob@hotmail.com
Roger Robison [Montana postal history] — rogol@montana.com
Gilbert M. Roderick [auction house: Downeast Stamps]

— dcstamps@acadia.net
Michael Rogers — mrogersinc@aol.com
Robert C. Roland [post cards, postal history, U.S.]

— robt.roland@sbcglobal.net
Romanelli, Paul J. [blackjacks on cover; VT, ME postal history]

— docroma2000@yahoo.com
Robert G. Rose [New Jersey p.h.] — rrose@pitneyhardin.com
Hal Ross [Kansas Territorials & postmarks] — halross@sbcglobal.net
Steven Roth [Prexie-era foreign destn & WWII]— stevenroth@comcast.net
Art Rupert [Rural Branches & Stations, CPO] — aerupert@bentonrea.com
Roger Rydberg [Colorado postal history] — rrydberg5@comcast.net
Russ Ryle [Indiana p.h; U.S. Registered material]

— theryles@bluemarble.net
Bill Sammis [US Express Company labels, stamps & covers]

— cds13@cornell.edu
William A. Sandrik [Dealer + collects Disinfected mail, Austrian Lloyd]

— sandrik42@verizon.net + www.ballstonphilatelics.com
A.J. Savakis [Ohio-machines] — mcsforum@earthlink.net
W. Michael Schaffer [UN postal history, forces mail] — unmike@msn.com
Allan Schefer [U.S. foreign mails 1861-1870; fancy cancels, 3c US 1861,

Bicycle advertising covers & pcs, France 1871-75 ceres issue, prexies]
— schef21n@netscape.net

Henry B. Scheuer .[U.S. FDCs, pre-1935] — hscheuer@jmsonline.com
Steve Schmale [Dealer-pc & photos. Collects Plumas Co, Sierras & gold mining

related] — outweststeve@comcast.net
Dennis W. Schmidt [US Official postal stationery/covers]

— officials2001@yahoo.com
Fred Schmitt —  [Dealer] — fred@fredschmitt.com & http://www.fredschmitt.com
Robert Schultz [Missouri postal history]— schulhstry@aol.com
Joseph Sedivy [1909 corners on cover & card; RPO, Chicago streetcars]

— JNJSED717@aol.com
John Seidl — [Cayman Islands etc] jseidl@mindspring.com
Larry R. Sell [postal history/banknotes,1861,1902’s] — larrysell@infoblvd.net
Mike Senta [Alaska postal history] — msenta@pobox.mtaonline.net
Norman Shachat [Phila. & Bucks Co. PH] — nshachat@msn.com
Edwin H. Shane [Philippines, WWII military PI, masonic, Computers

— edmarshane@earthlink.net
Robert Shaub [PA: York Co; MD: Baltimore Co]

— farmersdaughter@cyberia.com
Terry Shaw [Alaska] — cgsarchxx@aol.com

Steve Merchant [Stampless letters] — smerchant@adelphia.net
Doug Merenda [U.S. Columbians on cover, Columbian Expo]

— dougm43@webtv.net
Charlie Merrill [US postal history] — cwm04@sbcglobal.net
Robert G. Metcalf [“Coal” on cover] — jax@mum.net
Jim Meverden [Milwaukee, WI ad covers; WI postal history]— meverden@att.net
Mark Metkin [Idaho postal history] — metkin@mindspring.com
Jewell Meyer [Arizona - CA] — jlmeyer_2000@yahoo.com
Corbin Miller [Idaho P.h., photo postcards] — clm@lastphase.com
Lynn Minneman [Portland, Oregon area] — lminnema@msn.com
Harvey Mirsky [US 1847 issue] — carolb212@aol.com
John Moore [US Exposition/World’s Fair postal history]

— anne.moore@comcast.net
Steve Morehead [Colorado postal history] — steveasc@ix.netcom.com
John G. Mullen [WA state; flags; Ntl Air Mail Week; Snohomish,

Skagit, Island County posmarks] — longjohn.wa007@netzero.com
Bob Munshower — bearmtnbob1@cs.com
Jim Myerson [US Navy, US pioneer airmail,WA-Franklin]

— jpm_ww@yahoo.com
Larry Neal [Holmes & Coshocton Counties, Ohio]—larryln@valkyrie.net
Burnham Neill [FL-Miami/Dade DPOs on PPCs; some MS, MO]

— mbneill@bellsouth.net
Howard Ness — hbness@hotmail.com
Ray Newburn  CO pre-wwII Pan Am Pacific Div; 4th & 5th Bureaus (all rates]

— newburn@mindspring.com
Dan Nieuwlandt [S. California, WWII, Belgian Congo p.h.]

— nieuwlandt33@msn.com
Bill Nix [Skamania Co., WA] — wanix@gorge.net
Jim Noll — [computer postage] jenca@pacbell.net
Joe Odziana — drjoeo@earthlink.net
Larry Oliver [WW postal history, pre 1900 & war mails]

— oliver.lawrence@mayo.edu
Clay Olson [Tioga Co., PA] — shawmut@comcast.net
Robert Omberg [Idaho p.h.] — hsbebay@aol.com
Kevin O’Reilly [NWT, Yukon & Labrador; US APOs in Canada]

— kor@theedge.ca
Steve Pacetti [1861 1c, Hawaii, Prexie postal history]

— sbp57@comcast.net
Dennis Pack [Sub-station postmarks; Utah ph, USCG] — packd@hbci.com
John Palm [Merced & Mariposa Co., CA]—jwpalm@elite.net
Ray Palmer [OR: Yamhill, Polk Counties] — rpalmer@onlinemac.com
Dr. Everett L. Parker [Pitcairn, Canada, Maine]— eparker@midmaine.com
Richard Parker [Ohio Stampless] — lorandrhp@aol.com
Alan Parsons [US, UN, NY: Steuben, Schuyler &Chemung counties]

— alatholleyrd@aol.com
Ron Pascale [CT fancy cancels, Waturbury & Putnam Liberty postal history]

— pascale@’pascale-lamorte.com
James Patterson — patterson@azbar.org
Robert Payne [machine cancels world wide-Christmas seal]

— guroobob@aol.com
Donald Pearson [IN & OH p.history, machines] — donpearson@aol.com
Norman Pence [OK & Indian Territory] — norpen@hotmail.com
Randy Pence [Yangtze River Patrol; WWI medical]— catclan@earthlink.net
Ken Pendergast — kenp44@charter.net
Paul E. Petosky [Michigan postal history; US & Canada post offices on post-

cards.] —paul_petosky@yahoo.com
Website: www.grandmaraismichigan.com/History/postmarks.htm

James C. Pierce [Dakota Territory; 1851-1861 3-c US]
— jpqqwe@earthlink.net

Kenneth A. Pitt [Postal history dealer. Collects LI NY, Dead Letter office
                to 1870, Pioneer post cards] — pittj@erols.com
Hans Pohler [Ohio postal history, Germany, military] — hpohler@juno.com
Stephen Prigozy [Telegraph & electrical covers] — prigozys@aol.com
Ada M. Prill [Delarare Co., NY] — ada@math.rochester.edu
Robert Quintero [Detroit Mail Boat/Detroit River Sta 1895-Current]

— qover@comcast.net
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Kenneth Tretten — [Iowa: Floyd Co.] revenuer@omnitelcom.com
Selden Trimble [Confederate, early U.S.] — strimble@rollanet.org
Ron Trosclair [Louisiana postal history] — rontrosclair@yahoo.com
Joseph A. Turek [classic US, flag cancels, Doanes]— joecpa312@aol.com
Henry G. Turnbull [Arizona & Maine p.h.] — aznpthgt1@webtv.net
Tom Turner [Alabama postal history] — turnertomp@aol.com
William T. Uhls [19th C US & Canal Zone covers] — buhls@austin.rr.com
Bill Ulaszewski [Ohio history, covers, folded letters] — odeman99@aol.com
Tom Unterberger [WI: Douglas County] — unterberger@chartermi.net
Tonny van Loij — tonnyvanl@msn.com
Dirk van Gelderen [Alaska postal history] — dirk@esveld.nl
Hal Vogel — halvogel@ispwest.com
Tim Wait [IL: Boone Co, Wa Bicentenneal 1932, Spec Deliv Bicycle

Airmail Special Deliv combo] — t.wait@insightbb.com
Jim Walker [NJ: Coryell Ferry Stamp Club. Collects NJ & Eastern PA postal

history] — jiwalker@earthlink.net
W. Danforth Walker [MD: Baltimore, Howard Co., Westminster]x

— dan@insurecollectibles.com
Gordon L. Wall [CA,NV,NM,WI,AZ pre-cancels; Finland]

— gordonwallwis@aol.com
Bill Wallace [IL: Cook, Lake, DuPage, Ogle counties; Chicago suburbs;

ND: western counties] — wallacehoss@aol.com
Charles Wallis [OK & Indian Territory] — cswallis@telepath.com
Lauck Walton [Early US machine cancels, unusual usages on postal cards,

C&D, county & postmaster cancels] — jwalton@shentel.net
William C. Walton [Mexico, Territorial covers] — wcw078@webtv.net
Ron Wankel [Nebraska & WWII APOs on #UC9]

— margiegurley@aol.com
Ron Ward [Maryland PH] — Anoph2@aol.com
Richard Warfield [Dealer. Collects RPOs, MD Doanes, early Flag & machine

cancels.] — everettbooks@comcast.net
Robert Washburn [modern US postal history esp. usages of PNCs]

— stamps@kynd.net
Jim Watson [Mendocino/Lake Co. CA cancels] — pygwats@mcn.org
George P. Wagner [US p.history-interesting uses-small banknotes to modern;

2nd & 4th Bureau, Wash-Frank, Prex, Liberty] — gpwwauk@aol.com
John S. Weigle [CA: Ventura Co; interrupted mail; officially sealed mail

of world, auxilliary marks] — jweigle@vcnet.com
Rich Weiner [18th & 19th C letters w/ high content value; NC stampless Covers]

— rweiner@duke.edu
Larry Weinstock [Dealer-Western postal history] — wstampscovers@aol.com
Douglas Weisz [Dealer U.S. covers] — weiszcovers@adelphia.net
Robert B. Whitney [FL & CT postalhistory] — rmwhit1@juno.com
C. Michael Wiedemann [Cutlery advertising, FL postal history]

— cmikew@mindspring.com
Ken White [AZ, NM, & France] kenwhite@northlink.com
Clarence J. Winstead [NC postcards, RPOs & Doanes]

— clarencewinstead@hotmail.com.
Richard F. Winter [transatlantic mail] — rfwinter@bellsouth.net
Kirk Wolford [Dealer.  Collects US postal cards & stationery, military postal

History (all services), US p.h., possessions, & airmail]
— krkstpco@goldstate.net

Bob Yacano — [Philippines only] ryacano@triad.rr.com
Gene Youngman — youngmanpc@yahoo.com
Robert J. Zamen [Machine cancels & Illinois post. his.] — bzame@aol.com
Nicholas Zevos [Postal history of Northern New York]

— zevosn@Potsdam.edu
Michael Zolno —mzolno@aol.com

POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETIES (Listed by request)
Mobile Post Office Society — http://www.eskimo.com/~rkunz/mposhome.html

(For a listing of all U.S. State Postal History Societies on-line, see the web page
for the Empire State Postal History Society) — http://www.esphs.org/
usphsoc.html

Timothy M. Sheehan [NM Territorial postal history]— sheehantm@aol.com
Gina Sheridan — [eclectic] gsherida8502@yahoo.com
Lawrence Sherman — larrysherman@san.rr.com
David J. Simmons [Israel,Palestine,Gaza; U.S. Seaboard, Worcester MA]

— dsim465835@cs.com
Roland Simoneau [Nevada postal history] — rsimoneau1@cfl.rr.com
Ed Siskin [U.S. Colonial] – jeananded@comcast.net
Rich Small [Machine cancels, post offices] — rsmall003@comcast.net

&http://hometown.aol.com/rsmall9293/mcfmain.htm
R. J. “Jack” Smalling [Iowa DPOs; baseball autographs]

— jack@baseballaddresses.com
Chet Smith [US post offices; branches & stations] — cms@psu.edu
Jack M. Smith, Sr. [Texas DPOs; TX Doane Co-ordinator]— jandd@tstar.net
Fred Smyithe — fredabet@paulbunyan.net
Gus Spector [PA ad covers & postal history]— gspec56@aol.com
Keith Spencer [Alberta & western Canada] — krs2@ualberta.ca
Duane Spidle [Colorado postal history & RPOs; 1907 & earlier precancels]

—dspidle@dspidle.cnc.net
Anita Sprankle [Northcentral PA DPOs] — lysprank@aol.com
Ken Stach [Dakota & Nebraska territories] — kstach@houston.rr.com
Kurt Stauffer — [WWII POW mail & military postal history]— kastauffer@aol.com
Randy Stehle — RSTEHLE@ix.netcom.com
Rex H. “Jim” Stever [Republic of Texas] — rhstever@hotmail.com
Carl Stieg [Washington, D.C.] — carl_phil@webtv.net
Seymour B. Stiss (Chicago & IL postal history)—sbstiss@msn.com
Robert Stoldal [Nevada] - stoldal@lvcom.com
Matt Stoll [Samoa, Arizona & NJ p.h.] — stoll57@yahoo.com
Greg Stone [stampless covers] — michcovers@ec.rr.com
David L. Straight [Pneumatic mail] — dls@library.wustl.ed
Howard P. Strohn [CA: Monterey & San Benito Co]

— howardpstrohn@mybluelight.com
Eric Sullivan [Dealer, postcards. Collects Durant, Raquette Lake,
Adirondacks, NY; Gildersleeve, Portland, CT. PH, postcards,

ephemera. — oldcards2@aol.com
Ron Summers [Philadelphia postal history] — summers1@mindspring.com
Bob Summerell [Dealer: Postal History/Deltiology.  Collects: worldwide PH

early cinema/theatre deltiology] — kusummer@aol.com
Greg Sutherland — [Dealer: Freeman’s philatelic literature] gregfreecoax.net

http://www.gregfree.com
Robert Svoboda [Montana postal history]— SVOBODA7@aol.com
Bob Swanson [WWI p.h.] — rds@swansongrp.com

& www.swansongrp.com/posthist.html
John Swanson — jns@johnninaswanson.com
Bill Tatham [California] — wtatham@gte.net
Michael Taugher [So Cal-LA, Ventura, San Diego counties)

— mtaugher@aol.com
Lavar Taylor [German Colonies, Hong Kong, US mail to Germany; German

Seapost/Schiffspost] — ltaylor@taylorlaw.com
Stephen T. Taylor [Dealer: USA stamps & postal history]

— staylor995@aol.com & www.stephentaylor.co.uk
Gerry Tenney [Washington Franklins & Prexies, Westchester & Ulster Counties

 NY, C23’s commercial usage; 20th c 5c to
Foreign distinations; Cancels on banknots off cover, 2c o & 5c]

— gtenney@earthlink.net
The Collectors Club — (New York) collectorsclub@nac.net
David Thompson [Wisconsin p.h.] — thompdae@msn.com
Don Thompson [Stampless NH, MA, FL]— thomcat7405@aol.com
Harvey Tilles — tilles@triad.rr.com
Don Tocher [19th Century US] — dontoch@ix.netcom.com

& http://www.postalnet.com/dontocher/
Allan Tomey [Indian war military & war of 1812, esp Naval]

— atomey@cs.com
Bob Trachimowicz [Worcester, Mass. P.history; Wesson Tobs of Worcester]

— bob.track@wgint.com
William Treat [CO: Clear Creek, Gilpin & Jefferson counties 1850s-1930s]

— jtsouthwest@msn.com
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by Robert D. Rawlins
I was surprised to see the article on the subject of
mail from Manila Bay in the October-November 2004
La Posta. Editor Helbock did a masterful job and
provided an excellent summary of information on
mail from Manila Bay in the first six months of World
War II. There is more to the subject, however, and
this submission will present additional information
and examples which more than double the previously
published inventory of such mail.

I joined the Universal Ship Cancellation Society some
40 years ago with submarine covers a major interest
since I had spent 25 years of my naval career in a
submarine or in a submarine related job. I first ex-
hibited submarine war mail in 1992, an exhibit that in-
cluded half a dozen Manila Bay covers. Gradually, ad-
ditional covers came my way until I was able to put
together a one frame exhibit on the subject. At that time,
I thought I had the bulk of known Manila Bay covers.
The La Posta article told me how wrong I was.

To start off, I would like to amplify or modify the in-
formation in figure 5 in the Part I article:

8 Dec - Japanese attack
11 Dec - USS Holland and Otus depart for Australia
26 Dec - Manila declared an Open City
26 Dec - USS Shark departs for Java with Adm Thomas C.

Hart and staff
27 Dec - USS Seawolf departs for Australia with Capt

James Fife and staff
31 Dec - Last Manila based submarine, USS Swordfish,

departs for Java with Capt John Wilkes and
staff

21 Jan - SS Legaspi departs for Panay
30 Jan - USS Seawolf departs for Soerabaja

Mail Before the Fall, Part II:
Correspondence from U.S. Military Forces in the Philippines

December 1941 to May 1942

Figure 1 This envelope carried a letter from PFC Wayne McVay to his family in Englewood,
California. Written in January 1942, while isolated by superior Japanese forces to a small peninsula
and island off Luzon, the cover was carried out of the combat zone probably on board the USS
Seawolf—an American submarine—and was received March 26th in California after the three cents
postage due was paid.
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5 Feb - USS Trout departs for
Hawaii

5 Feb - USS Seadragon departs
for Soerabaja

6 Feb - SS Legaspi departs for
Panay

20 Feb - SS Legaspi departs for
Panay

20 Feb - USS Swordfish departs
with Pres of Phillipines
& family for Panay

24 Feb - USS Swordfish departs
for Australia

24 Feb - Princesa de Cebu de-
parts for Cebu

11 Mar - MTB squadron departs
with Gen MacArthur
& staff to Mindanao,
thence by air to
Australia

16 Mar - USS Permit departs for
Australia

6 Apr - USS Snapper departs for Australia
8 Apr - USS Seadragon departs for Australia
30 Apr - PBY flights
3 May - USS Spearfish departs for Australia
6 May - Gen Wainwright signs surrender of all US forces

in the Philippines

Table 1

Chronological listing of submarines to successfully visit Corregidor between January and May 1942
(modified with additional information)

Departure Submarine Carrying Destination Arrived
Date
30 Jan 42 Seawolf (SS-197) torpedoes Soerabaja, Java 10 Feb

25 Army/Navy pilots
5 Feb 42 Trout (SS-202) PI gold/silver, securities Pearl Harbor HI 4 Mar

State Dept mail, ordinary
mail

5 Feb Seadragon (SS-194) torpedoes, spare parts Soerabaja, Java 4 Feb
crypto equip, mail,
25 Army/Navy pers.

20 Feb Swordfish (SS-193) PI Pres.Quezon,/
family/staff San Jose, Panay 22 Feb

24 Feb Swordfish (SS-193) Comm. F.B. Sayer staff Fremantle, Aust. 9 Mar
of 12 & five sailors

16 Feb Permit (SS-178) torpedoes, mail,
8 officers, 32 enlisted Fremantle, Aust. 7 Apr

8 Apr Seadragon (SS-194) 22 passengers, mail Fremantle, Aust. 26 Apr
10 Apr Snapper (SS-185) 25 evacuees +

2 deserters,mail Fremantle, Aust 27 Apr
3 May Spearfish (SS-190) 12 officers, 12 nurses, 1 Fremantle, Aust 20 May

civilian woman, 2 stow-
aways, records, mail

Figure 2 This spectacular cover was posted December 7th at Olongapo and flown to
Cavite the next day. It was carried by USS Pigeon to Corregidor where it was opened
and censored on Dec. 17, where the return address was obliterated. Eventually the
cover was carried by submarine to Fremantle and probably postmarked on board the
tender USS Holland (AS-3) on May 25, 1942.

Table 1 below expands and corrects information pre-
sented in Table 3 from the Part I article, and table 2
presents a complete revision and expanded listing of
all  covers currently known to have originated from
American military and naval personnel in the Philip-
pines from December 8, 1941 to May 6, 1942.
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Table 2

Census of Covers Known to have Originated from American Military & Naval Personnel in the Philip-
pines, December 8, 1941 to May 6, 1942

Item 
No. 

PH01 

PH02 

PH03 

PH04 

PH05 

-

Illustration 

Robert '!f . l!ll tth. .. w• 
2111.> O;elle Plll1ne J.. Ya . ; 

Chloago Illlnoh .i 

I 
.-· - - --- --

-

~I Censore<! 

NO ILLUSTRATION 

Date 

Dec 13 

Dec21 

Dec22 

Jan 8 

Jan? 

Description 

Small envelope w/ USS Holland 
postmark crossing equator Holland sailed 
from Manila Bay Dec 11 for Balikpapan, 
Borneo, thence to Soerabaja, Java to 
Chicago, Illinois. 

Personal mail w/letter from LCDR 
Cassidy, Executive Officer, to wife in 
Pasadena, California. Postmarked at 
Corregidor, but held on board. Circular 
censor mark. Shark entered Manila Bay 
on Dec 21 to transport Adm Thomas 
C. Hart and a portion of his staff to 
Soerabaja, Java arriving January 3 

Cover and letter written on Army & Navy 
Club, Manila, stationery datelined Dec 
22 to Fort Clayton, Canal Zone. Written 
by an Army chaplain. Franked with 
uncanceled 6cto; Censored straight line 
hand stamp. Censor tape along left edge 
and backstamped New Orleans Civil 
Censor handstamp (Brad. & Mayo S4.2.1 

From Col Vance to his wife; 
received March 12 

Philippine Army printed return with 
Lt. Col. John H. Ball manusccript and 
Soldier's Mail to Oakland, CA. Personal 
censor. Receiving mark date Feb 23 

Likely 
Transport 

Holland 
Dec 11 

Shark 
Dec25 

Shark 
Dec25 

Legaspi Jan 
21 to Cebu 

Jan 24 

Legaspi Jan 
21 to Cebu 

Jan 24 

Reported 
By 

Rawlins 

Rawlins 

Rich ow 

McPherson 
Notes 

He I bock 
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Table 2 continued

Item 
No. 

PH06 

PH07 

PH08 

PH09 

PH10 

PH11 

Illustration 

f.old i ~·r's Mai l 

o) 
~ ~\~ 

'?>!'- ,9~.~ ;(~.,))~ 

.S.11- -:t;J- ... J ~~-
~r·~~ fr'..:..L......,J, G-9~~ 
(%\~·-

" 'II. J cZ. 

(, W.I.R DEPARTMENT 

o,r.:?tJr'::~-~1~- -··~ 
l!>lct '-'~•-•• G<o--.l 'o-'tJ I. , 
......,.,,.,.. 1'111Uw! .. ll!pt, 

'~ 
~~< - -so•- -••· 

Qo.Q.I• · ''" u.,Jul-.,.llk. 

huiM.•.....,nJ>.-u , v.a . ~o . 

. . 'b 

IT•--1. ~ 

._-~~-- · 
IIIJ.U,.un~. 

d J ........ - .. ..,. 
~~· lCIOIS • .-a. 

i:r::-
v .. ..... 

~ 
&:4 I:'~ 

~ ~ ~-z;;:.t_ 
~ 

17tl. N . p,..,~r'"c.t. Av ... 

Mol w .. •kt. c , Wuc.o.;~ 1 ,;, 

20t ............ ,. ••••.. 

Ktp•••-. ....,1 ..... 

Date 

Jan 11 

Jan? 

Jan? 

Jan 19 

Jan 24 

Feb? 

Description 

Cover w/o letter but letter described 
in Richmond CA Daily Independent. 
Dateline 11 Jan. Handstamp '"'Soldier's 
Mail & CENSORED with Coast Artillery 
Captain signature 

Penalty envelope, officer's mail, from Col. 
Rawitzer, JAG to Army National Bank, Ft. 
Leavenworth, Kansas. SL Censor stamp. 
With no postal markings it is unlikely this 
cover left in a submarine; most likely 
exit is in the first trip of the Inter-island 
steamer Legaspi 

Letter from PFC McVay, small env, 
personal , Soldier's mail , to Inglewood, 
California, Hand censored HJW. 
Docketed "Received March 26, 3 cents 
paid" and "Bill for soldiers mail hasn't 
taken effect yet" 

Legal size envelope, Asiatic Fleet 
cancel Jan 1942, hand USAFE mail , 
typed Soldier's Mail from PFC Allen 
Beauchamp USMC. APO No. 7 in hand 
(Corregidor APO), circular censor. 
Addressed to Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

Letter from Col Vance, penalty env, 
boxed "Soldiers Mail" to wife in 
Hagerstown, Maryland, docketed pencil 
1/24/42, hand censor Lt Col Strickland; 
received Apr 6 

Small envelope from Sgt W.H. Lambert, 
personal , soldiers mail , hand censor, to 
Camp Forrest, Tennessee. Written while 
on bivouac on Bataan. Sgt. Lambert was 
with the 3rd Bn Aid Station, 31st Infantry. 
Letter received April 3 at Camp Forrest, 
multiple forwarding handstamps. One of 
three from Lambert this mailing. 

Likely 
Transport 

Legaspi Jan 
21 to Cebu 

Jan 24 

Legaspi Jan 
21 to Cebu 

Jan 24 

Sea wolf 
Jan 30 

Seawolf 
Jan 30 

Sea wolf 
Jan 30 

Seadragon 
Feb 5 

Reported 
By 

Jersey 

Rawlins 

Stauffer, 
Sherman, 

Larry, USPO 
inWWII, 

p106 

Bahry 

Rawlins 

Rawlins 
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Table 2 continued

Item Illustration 
No. 

f?Je.rt W. A&ur.s«- ~~:.':i'·"·· P.r. 

!"';~ 
( ...,., .. 

OFrh:<"r!.r ..#"'~ 

~;% 
" ,, -Mr. Jr. F. Nov,r.,-.e. 

PH12 ez~.so . .J"t1fsT. 
0~e7ha, /Ye~r. 
o..s:.-~. 

C•n$3ceq/ 

~~ 

WARDEPART'-IIN'T 

,~, ~1-~ 

~ -
PH13 

~ a.. tlloo•l.,. 
.... .,. [>.,_ 

'U-,UI~ao,& 

l 

/.,..f~ .Q . ._..a .,.,~t94' 
~.,..,e,..s ,._, , 

,/~~ ... ~<;,\SCo_c_ 

I: BUY ~.:,~~~~~ DEFENSE SAVINGS 
BONOSANOST AM Pt: 

PH14 . i7/r.0Ao,es ?oG/'/OS/,I.V 
' Rf.r .&h 1_,_ 

,F,eesv~ c~uFtJ-RNI~ 
(j.;-.;1. 

~9~~~T c~hl~t:·- :iii.-
·~'?1Ji~" 'i'<~ - ,,of~ 

PH15 "If.· J~- f? u..__ 

";t 
;Jc~ ~ p,.,.,__,_..:rr,t.?'" 

I ' < 
~ : ~~ 7«--r-< (3 ... .. .,. f._{ ).A. i :, 

''-~ 

t ... ;/. 4U N.....J p,;b~l. 

(t>r~"'' ..._ '"' J.~ r ...... ~,-.~ , 

19<2)~ 
,,,, .. 1 

~~ q.. ~ S..~<..-, '>•., 
PH16 

oo~ie \ · B.., 'a'3, ~ NAVJI( 

J\n .... f'Oo.), : ~~ 
~'"'\' """· . .. 
u.~.o.,. 

"-0' * .. 0 

PH17 

Partial Image from Auction Catalog 

Date 

Feb 3 

Feb 3 

Feb 4 

Feb 5 

Feb 5 

Feb 5 

Description 

Monarch env, Robert W. Nourse, P.l. , 
self censored, (hand) Officer's Mail , 
typed Sailor's Letter, Via Air Mail rubber 
stamp, (authorized) Comdr C.H. Minckler 
Probably hand carried by evacuee, 
Postmarked Mar 5 in USS PELIAS (AS-
14)@ Pearl Harbor, TH 

War Department penalty envelope with 
indicia crossed out and "Service Mail" 
added also typed "SOLDIERS MAIL". 
Postmarked U.S./ NAVY, Mar. 5, 1942. 
Censored C. H. Minkler, Commander U.S. 
Navy. Sender Major Carlos Romulo to 
Chicago. Naval censor handstamp and 
VIA AIR MAIL. 

Cover from Pvt S.S. Boghosian, 
USAFFE, soldiers mail to Fresno, 
California; postmarked San Francisco Apr 
13, probably hand carried 

Penalty envelope with indicia crossed out 
and "Soldiers Mail" added postmarked 
Asiatic Fleet style U.S. I NAVY, Feb 5, 
1942.Censoring officer's signature of Lt. 
Stanley A. Leahigh, O.N.I. , 16th Naval 
District Intelligence, then assigned to 
Corregidor. Colonel Vance Correspon-
dence. Received April1 . 

Small cover from nurse not ID in corner 
card (16'h Naval Dis!) , Service mail, no 
stamps available, Censored S.A. Leahigh 
to Hampton, Virginia 

War Department penalty envelope 
from Capt Pennell, hand censor. Letter 
mentions a boat will take mail in near 
future. Capt Robert Pennell was with the 

57\h Infantry 

Likely 
Transport 

Trout 
Feb 5 

Trout 
Feb 5 

Trout 
Feb 5 

Trout 
Feb 5 

Trout 
Feb 5 

Swordfish 
Feb 24 

Reported 
By 

Christman 

Stauffer 

Rawlins 
(photocopy) 

McPherson 
& Rawlins 

Myerson 
(photocopy) 

Kelleher 
auction Jan 
14-15, 2003 
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Table 2 continued

Item Illustration Date Description Likely Reported 
No. Transport By 

-:s • .l-4-~ 
~.~ 

Al~ . .. , .... ·,;o.,A.O.UOO Small env, penalty, hand Soldiers mail 
~(A-~ f • .., above penalty indicia, corner card cut 

Swordfish . 
out, self censored to Portland, Oregon. 

PH18 ~f'M ('L.. Q.~ \{..~ Feb 24 Rawlins 
1"1 ..-~ E' 'Z~~o...... Letter dateline Feb 6. Maj Albert Kircher, 

~~>. Q~-14-J. Corps of Engineer, was temporarily 

~ assigned Field Artillery 

Letter from Col Vance, received Apr 1 Swordfish 
McPherson 

PH19 NO ILLUSTRATION Feb 8 
Feb 24 

notes 

.~::..';!.~-~~;" \~;~; ~;· Co "D", First Battalion, 41h Marines official 
~=-Ooiu-- ~2 ; business, penalty env. PBC to OM, 

PH20 Feb 8 
Headquarters, Washington DC. Swordfish 

Santangelo ,')~ Likely Transport: Feb 24 

~ ~~ ;"~i.,,~ .. L~ . ....,...,, Reported by: 
<Z, , 

From Col Vance, received Apr 22 Swordfish 
McPherson 

PH21 NO ILLUSTRATION Feb 11 
Feb 24 

notes 

From Capt Pennell. Letter states "I'm 
Swordfish 

Kelleher 
PH22 NO ILLUSTRATION Feb 12 parked in the Bataan Field Hospital." 

Feb 24 
auction 

. &,..,.-.r - _Aq-i,f.;:.... jll....:t 

~¥-¥ ' Small airmail env, hand Soldiers mail , 

~ 
i. - . self censored by Capt H. W. Collins 

U S.)'- to Gypsum, Ohio, pencil docket "2". 
PH23 11'"' J--•)/1~ Feb 12 Received Apr 1. Capt Collins was CO of 

Swordfish 
Rawlins 

~ YJ;r&_t.:v Company "C", 192nd Tank Battalion. 
Feb 24 

· ~ ~ ~ ~ - - - -· Likely Transport: Swordfish Feb 24 
Reported by: 

.'f"··J!J'I.fi;h/,w,,.l 

~· 
Cover franked with 6 cto Philippine stamp 

.fo."'j - r:..Jl.tlSH .,.. (uncanceled) with Feb 131942 straight 

~i~#~ 
line date and return address of a PFC 

Swordfish 
PH24 Feb 13 at Fort Mills (crossed out), A. P.O. #7. 

Feb 24 
Jersey 

d-"-7~ Jt:iz.z3 Straight line CENSORED handstamp 

!)f..~~ & W;to~ and officer's signature. To Oshkosh, 
< · v-s.Jt Wisconsin 
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Table 2 continued

Item 
No. 

PH25 

PH26 

PH27 

PH28 

PH29 

PH30 

Illustration 

~...:..5> 

v;E,S. \ • ~"t:,' J 

h' .S:Sn In., '. 54'.<>vy 
ofo ~Mm~,., a/~...,70= _ · 

/~~...4'-vv~.{ £>~7/cT. 
- -

~o'~~ 
/ /?7. .i'+ 7¢M/' 

~~ 
]) .c . 

Cn.4J'S.q" N•~r. 
U.S. A . 

PRR • 
RVIOn 

Date Description 

Card endorsed "Service Mail" post
marked Asiatic Fleet style U.S. I NAVY, 

Feb 14 Feb 14, 1942. Two different naval 
handstamp censor marks and officer's 
signature to Portland, Oregon 

Monarch cover from Warrant Officer 
A. E. Salm USN of USS CANOPUS, 
Sailors mail , both large and small circular 

Feb 14 censor marks, Ltjg S.A. Leahigh censor; 
to Honolulu, Hawaii , readdressed ; hand 
carried to Honolulu, back stamp Apr 20 

Feb 15 

Legal size cover, penalty legend deleted, 
from Corp Hitchcock, USMC, Service 
Mail , No Postage Available , S.A. Lea high 
censor, to Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

Cover endorsed "Officers Mail" "No 
stamp available" postmarked Asiatic 
Fleet style U.S. I NAVY, Feb 19, 1942. 
Censoring officer's signature of Lt. Stan-

Feb 19 ley A. Leahigh, O.N.I. , 16th Naval District 
Intelligence, then assigned to Corregidor. 
Handstamp 30mm. PASSED BY NAVAL 
CENSOR Colonel Vance Correspon
dence. Received April22 

Feb 19 

Feb 22 

Legal size env. Service Mail , no postage 
available, Ltjg S.A. Leahigh censor small 
circular censor mark, from Cdr W. P. 
Portz to Washington DC 

Airmail envelope from Lt R.W. Nourse, 
CE, self censored & by S.A. Lehigh to 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Likely 
Transport 

Swordfish 
Feb 24 

Swordfish 
Feb 24 

Swordfish 
Feb 24 

Swordfish 
Feb 24 

Swordfish 
Feb 24 

Swordfish 
Feb 24 

Reported 
By 

Stauffer 

Rawlins 

Rawlins 

McPherson 
notes 

Bahry 

Christman 
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Table 2 continued

Item Illustration Date Description Likely Reported 
No. Transport By 

~~-~ ~ .. ~ Cover with manuscript "No postage 
~ 

t.i~ , ~lr ~-~·~: available" endorsement postmarked 
--- :0. ~ '"l ~· ...... , -~ AMERICAN BASE FORCES I A.P.O. 6~~;;~·,;, , ~ • \ I ~"o ',o~' ''-- ' 501 (Melbourne, Australia) , Apr 1, 1942. Princess de McPherson 

PH31 . . ' ; . )lt .n.-. t..' .........._ Feb 23 .,. . _.J ;;.. iJ (l flv.-4o.. /-'"-,......,--¥ p Hand carried by an friend of Col. Vance Cebu notes 
\~~- L. .. _J ~~ ~.,_~-~- and flown onward to Australia. Large ''.(~ u.-~ . .-1. 

~ 
I 

Melbourne type Army censor. Received 
~~/ May 8 Colonel Vance Correspondence. 

--
~~ Cover with letter header Feb 42 to 

SoJaJ~~ 
"•LJJ ~_;;.,:( ~"0 Albuquerque, NM. Handstamp "Soldier's 

CE 'SC?.E!> ~ Mail" and "CENSORED" with manuscript 
Swordfish or ?lJ ~ /!}o.e-71-~ "Soldiers Mail" and signature of censoring 

PH32 /7 ~ 'i v .<,;-( ~-u.e- {./'(__. Feb? 
officer. 

Princess de Ric how 
Cebu f 

J -C.- Del Frate Correspondence that includes 
'/ w 'M tj. ~ 6 POW cards from various Japanese 

'Vf.S.It camps in the Philippines. 

Cover endorsed "Soldiers Mail" with "·~- ... -~ ~ 

J .. l/, I I 

return address of Pvt. Ralph J. Herrcke, 
7th Materiel Squadron, A. P.O. No.2. 

Swordfish or 
PH33 Jl)o... . ........... (//,._,/_. "'-1/U ...__ .... Feb? 

Signature of Coast Artillery Major Virgil 
Princess de Stauffer 

717 !Aif..:d 0. McCollum as censoring officer. Ad-
Cebu 

"'- dressed to Terrell , TX. Private Herrcke 
~~;-."., I" d. died at Camp O'Donnell after the Death ~~~~ 

March in 1942. 

Cover from Capt Pennell. Letter notes 
Permit 

PH34 NONE AVAILABLE Feb 25 
"I feel awfully guilty doing all my fighting 

Mar 15 
Kelleher 

back here in a bloody hospital." auction 

~ - - 08~~ ~ "' ..... - . - War Dept. air mail env. legal size, 
.. .~, ;a-fl'!:._. ,- ' ~~~ :;&.MAIL - Penalty, no postage available, Ltjg SA Permit Milewski 

•• 1 ,-: 

PH35 Feb 28 Lea high censor small circular censor, Mar 15 (photo copy) 
. +">I"L C'~ • 1K . 1:'-:: .& (.).__ -! Jl} } ;;I•~ ~ ~......,.....1-#- Received May 12. Vance correspondence 

"'..,.\f<l ~ ~J«-.~ -- - - - -
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Table 2 continued

Item 
No. 

PH36 

PH37 

PH38 

PH39 

PH40 

\ 

Illustration 

Soldier Wail;~ j}Sco ' . BUY. 
·i~~~ IOUTNS£ SAVINGS 
"::·,:i4<t.::J ~~ONOSANDSTAMPS 

l.lra. El1u.bet.h s. Vane• 
202SOiltlll'rolpeotSt 
Ht.gcrlt<HI'Il, Md, 
U . .i,A, 

Certltied act to coat.tn milit11ry 1nl"urllllllt1on 
d-v4,.,~ 

Che. rha H. MortHl'l .. 
Lieut . CoJ.onel, J..~ . c . 

',..,.,.. .. .;._,. 
..;-----·""'•" Ro~uk.o . 
lHFw.oonuC.J.)' 

1'4~;:;;~ 

£) 

~E~~~ 
~~ 

'!"'·~~~- _, 

?If_ cL4- ;f};;!J..:;ti 
:-/r - JdJ~ 
.-1~ o/.,j. 

l(J'<Z 

Date 

Mar9 

Mar9 

Mar 12 

Mar 13 

Mar 14 

Description 

Cover with typed "Soldiers Mail" endorse
ment hand carried by Lt. Col. Charles H. 
Morhouse, Aide-de-Camp to General Ma
cArthur. Left Corregidor on board PT-41 
with General MacArthur's entourage and 
flown onward to Australia. Colonel Mer
house posted the letter in San Francisco 
April 25th while en route to Washington, 
DC Colonel Vance Correspondence. 
Received April 29 

Cover with typed "Soldiers Mail" endorse
ment hand carried by Lt. Col. Charles H. 
Morhouse, Aide-de-Camp to General Ma
cArthur. Left Corregidor on board PT-41 
with General MacArthur's entourage and 
flown onward to Australia. Colonel Mer
house posted the letter in San Francisco 
April 25th while en route to Washington, 
DC. Colonel Vance Correspondence. 
Received May 8 

Cover endorsed "Service Mail I No 
Stamp Availabvle" with return address 
of Ens. Robert L. Glatt, 16th Naval 
District (served as Maintenance & repair 
officer for the army Transport Service 
on Corregidor. Postmarked Asiatic Fleet 
style U.S. I NAVY, Mar 12, 1942.Cen
soring officer's signature of Lt. Stanley 
A. Leahigh, O.N.I. , 16th Naval District 
Intelligence, then assigned to Corregidor. 
Docketed receipt May 8, 1942. 

Monarch size cover endorsed "No Stamp 
Available" "Censored TRV" & "Officers 
Mail" postmarked APO 501 (Melnbourne) 
and bearing large blue Melbourne 
provisional censor mark. Colonel Vance 
Correspondence 

War Dept penalty env, No postage 
available, officers mail , S.A.L. censor 
circular censor mark, from Col Vance to 
wife. Rec'd date not recorded 

Likely 
Transport 

PT-41 

PT-41 

Permit 
Mar 16 

Permit 
Mar 16 

Permit 
Mar 16 

Reported 
By 

McPherson 

McPherson 

Stauffer 

Helbock 

Rwalins 
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Table 2 continued

Item 
No. 

PH41 

PH42 

PH43 

PH44 

PH45 

Illustration 

~).'"om • 
""'- ;L:;::.. ~ 

J_.--/ 
-7""' 

........,. 

~ -
/lflt.-?f:_.e'.~ 
J-o ~ ~<4' 
~~ 
w:OA 

-~ ~ 
I 

- - ...., - ~- --"'---' 

Date 

Mar 26 

Apr 1 

Apr? 

Description 

War Dept penalty, Officer's mail, no 
postage available, from Col Vance self 
censored, APO 501 postmark Apr 29. 
Rec'd date not recorded 

Small env. from Col Vance , corner card 
and other marking obliterated, hand 
carried to Australia, Opened by censor, 
boxed censor V96 stamp, Army censor 
stamp #1 on reverse. Received July 1 

Regular env. Navy mail from CDR C.L. 
Sackett, CO USS Canopus (AS-9) to wife 
Asiatic Fleet cancel of Apr 7, Canopus 
circular censor stamp. Likely the last mail 
from Bataan since Canopus was scuttled 
in deep water on April 1 Qth 

War Department penalty, "no postage 
available" from Col Vance, APO 501 
postmark of May 15, boxed Theater 
Censor, censor tape, hand carried to 
Australia. Postmark date does not 

Apr 11? correspond to any submarine trip but 
does match with McPherson notes for an 
April 11 letter date, "Bradford took this 
one to Mindanao by plane". The Apr 11 
letter was received June 16 

War Department penalty envelope en
dorsed "Officers Mail" "No postage avail
able". Carried from Corregidor on one of 

Likely 
Transport 

Snapper 
Apr8 

Seadragon 
Apr8 

Seadragon 
Apr8 

Reported 
By 

Rawlins 

Rawlins 

Rawlins 

Oliver 
PBY Aircraft (McPherson 

records) 

two PBY aircraft on a top secret mission PBY Aircraft 
McPherson 

records 
Apr 30 to fly out a group of specialists. The 

flights took place on April 30th. Handcar
ried to San Francisco & postmarked Jun 

2?. Assessed six cents postage due. 
Colonel Vance Correspondence. 
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Note: PHM-1 was listed as a Bataan-Corregidor cover in the Part 1 article. It is now believed to have originated from
an airman on Mindanao in the southern Philippines. We have assigned it the designation PHM-1.

Item Illustration 
No. 

J:{;. .11~-~ ~ - ~ ..... f'1., 
c ...... J't- ,,e h .. ... I 'P;rf'i.iet- ;:.!!·'Jt~· ',;~.t;;.,.,-,;_-"- S' ..... -r:: .... e•~-

C.t,-p41, ....... ' -
t 1., L..r.. 'rf ,, k/. ff<. PH46 
), f.n ..... .... Y.l •• k. CJ t ,. 

~~lf ---

PH47 NO ILLUSTRATION 

PH48 

PH49 

PH 50 

PHM-1 

Date Description 

Small env. "Service Mail , No Postage 
Available" from J.W. Collman, MM2, 

May 1 Asiatic Fleet postmark, circular censor 
stamp to Pullman Washington 
Likely Transport: 

Cover with return address of Marine 
May 1 Detchment, Fort Mills postmarked Asiatic 

Fleet style U.S. I NAVY. May 1, 1942. 

May 3 

(Dec8) 
May 3 

(Apr 10) 
May 3 

March 
18 

Pan Am Clipper Mail envelope en-
dorsed "Officers Mail" and "No postage 
available". Carried as a favor on board 
last submarine contact with Corregidor. 
Postamrked San Francisco, Jun 
Colonel Vance Correspondence 

Air mail env. mailed Dec 7 at Olongapo, 
flown Dec 8 to Cavite , moved by USS 
Pigeon to Corregidor where opened 
censored (Dec 17), corner card 
obliterated, resealed. Finally carried to 
Fremantle by submarine where probably 
postmarked May 25 on board tender 
USS Holland (AS-3) . Addressed to Mrs. 
Browning, San Diego CA. 

Air Mail cover with return address of Ma
jor Albert J. Kircher, Corps of Engineers, 
US FIPI , APO 502. Franked with pair 
of 3¢ Defense canceled U.S. I NAVY, 
May 5, 1942. "No Stamps Available" is 
written under the stamps. Handstamp 
straight-line CENSORED & signed by 
same officer also circular naval censor 
handstramp. 

Cover with letter dated "my age less 18 
for month, 18th for day". Sender was 
Dwight L. Shaw, 5th Airbase Group. 
Cover endorsed "Soldiers' Mail" and 
censored with handstamp reading 
CENSORED #160 I LELAND 0. GEE 
I CAPTAIN AIR FORCE I ADJUTANT. 
Addressed to Washington, DC. 

Likely 
Transport 

Spearfish 
May 3 

Spearfish 
May 3 

Spearfish 
May 3 

Spearfish 
May 3 

Spearfish 
May 3 

Reported 
By 

Rawlins 

Jersey 

McPherson 
notes 

Rawlins 

Stauffer 

Stauffer 
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MAIL EXITED CORREGIDOR IN A NUMBER OF WAYS.

1. Holland and Otus likely carried bagged mail on hand
from the post office at Cavite when they departed on
11 December 1941. This would have been processed
on board and landed on arrival at Port Darwin for on-
ward processing to the United States. As such, it would
not be recognizable other than postmark date.

2. The inter-island steamer SS Legaspi made three round
trips from Panay Island to Corregidor with provisions.
It is logical to assume that some mail would have ex-
ited by way of Legaspi. This mail likely is not easily
recognizable except by the sender’s corner card. The
steamer Princesa de Cebu made one trip from
Corregidor and may also have carried unrecognizable
mail. The letter of Item PH32 is thought to have exited
in this manner. The quantity of inter-island steamer car-
ried mail is estimated as small.

3. Patrol reports document 167 passengers evacuated
by submarine from Corregidor; an uncertain number
by PT boats with MacArthur’s staff. Those scheduled
to depart were notified in advance to stand by. While
they were limited to what they could take with them in
the way of belongings, at least some evacuees carried
mail from friends left on Corregidor. This mail was
posted, some on arrival in Australia or Pearl Harbor, or
even hand carried to the United States before entering
the mail stream. In some cases, the evacuee added the
correct franking which further confuses its origination
as Corregidor. Postmark date, corner card and censor
markings are the only clues that such mail originated
in the P.I. At most, the quantity of this mail is estimated
at a few hundred pieces.

Blockade Mail
Mail exited Manila Bay in a variety of ways and we
have Colonel John Vance and USCS member Don
McPherson to thank for much of the detailed informa-
tion. Col. Vance was the finance officer for the US.
Army Forces, Far East and moved to Cavite along with
the headquarters staff in December 1941. Personnel
ordered off the island would have left with their ser-
vice and pay records, so Col. Vance was in a position to
know who was leaving and when. Obviously, he had
access to information on the arrival and departure dates
of ships and aircraft to and from Corregidor and missed
no opportunity to send a letter home. Taken prisoner
when the forces on Corregidor surrendered, Vance for-
tunately survived the war.

Vance retired in Corte Madera, California where he met
Don McPherson, who lived nearby. With a mutual in-
terest in history, the two attempted to iden-
tify the probable routes of each of the letters
Vance had sent to his wife while on
Corregidor. Fortunately, Mrs Vance had re-
corded the arrival date of each letter and care-
fully stapled the letter with the envelope. I
eventually acquired the McPherson research
files after his death along with some of the
Vance covers. The collection has been scat-
tered, but I have since come into possession
of several covers and have photocopies of
others. Three covers are still unlocated.

According to McPherson’s notes, Col Vance
sent 19 covers by various means to his wife
before the fall of Corregidor. I have been able
to match 16 covers to the checklist. The ex-
istence of three covers is yet in limbo. After careful
review, I believe that some of the information in
McPherson’s article in the War Cover Bulletin of Octo-
ber-November 1975 may have been in error since all
the dates in the article do not square with the detailed
notes. More on that later.

The McPherson file is important since it catalogs the
variety of ways in which mail actually left  Manila Bay
after the Japanese navy blockaded the harbor early in
the war. The notes, in conjunction with official subma-
rine patrol reports, allow us to pinpoint with a high de-
gree of accuracy exactly how various individual letters
likely were extracted.

Figure 3 This cover—listed as PH33 in our census—was mailed by
Private Herrcke to Terrell, Texas. It is believed to have been carried
from Corregidor to Panay on board the Princess de Cebu.
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4. The single largest amount of documented mail from
Corregidor, sixteen pieces, is that with the Asiatic Fleet
postmark and the censor notation of Lt (jg) Stanley A.
Leahigh, an intelligence officer with the 16th Naval
District Intelligence unit. It appears that Asiatic Fleet
postmarked mail exited in all eight of the submarines
which visited Corregidor. From the variety of corner
cards on envelopes with the Asiatic Fleet postmark, it
appears that limited postal service was available on
Corregidor. Senior staff and certainly operations per-
sonnel knew when a submarine was scheduled to ar-
rive. That word surely received at least limited dissemi-
nation since the postmarks of many of the documented
letters was close to the submarine arrival date. This mail
was likely bagged separately and probably received
special attention by the submarine personnel.

5. By far the largest amount of mail exiting Manila Bay
was bagged soldier mail. Troops on Bataan occasion-
ally were taken off line for a rest and offered the oppor-
tunity to write letters home. We know that wounded in
hospitals and those in rear echelon jobs also had the
chance to write letters. I am convinced that this mail
was simply bagged, carried by launch to Corregidor
and loaded aboard the submarines as space permitted.
Once bagged, the mail was then treated as having been
properly postmarked and simply processed through the
mail system without further postal markings. The let-
ters identified as Ph02, 03, 05, 09, 16, 17, 28, 30, 34,
35, 39, 40 and 44 are all illustrative of this mail.

I have in my file newspaper articles from the Port
Clinton, Ohio newspaper dated 3 April 1942 reporting
receipt of mail from many members of the tank com-
pany whose members hailed from that area. The articles
state that the letters were “written on or about Feb 12,
1942” and “were delivered by the PO department, as
is, without any postal markings whatsoever.” Another
article noted that a letter received by the sister of Johnny
Miner, “someplace in the Philippines” was found in the
mailbox with “no stamp, postmark or cancellation of
any kind” and was almost discarded as a freak adver-
tisement. The listing of mail from Captain Robert
Pennell, 57th Infantry, P.I. in a Daniel F. Kelleher Com-
pany auction listing of January 2003 quoted one of his
letters dated 5 Feb 1942 “Rumors are thicker around
here than flies around a stable—the latest being that a
boat will take mail is going in the near future...” Sgt.
Lambert told me in a letter dated 27 June 1994 that his
unit was allowed to write censored mail early in Febru-
ary 1942. He sent three letters, one of which is illus-
trated in Item PH30. The cover of Item Ph02 referenc-

ing an accompanying newspaper article is yet another
example of this type of mail. There is no way to esti-
mate the amount of bagged soldier mail which left
Corregidor in one of the submarines, but the quantity
must certainly have been in the thousands. The prob-
lem is that most of this mail, if it has survived to this
day, is not easily recognizable except by date, name
and unit or an enclosed letter.

I have analyzed the mail which is believed to have ex-
ited by submarine. Swordfish carried by far the most
mail which has been recorded. It is not clear why, but
that may be attributed to the fact that the ship actually
made two trips from Corregidor within a few days of
each other. By then, those on Bataan and Corregidor
surely knew they were stranded and that no reinforce-
ments were in sight. Perhaps this was a high point in
trying to send letters to family and friends. The next
most recorded mail was from Trout who carried the
Philippine government bullion to Hawaii and then, by
Spearfish, the last submarine to visit Manila Bay. Ac-
tually, Spearfish, uncertain as to whether or not
Corregidor had fallen, lay off the entrance to the Bay
and passengers and mail were delivered by motor
launch.

I am puzzled, however, by the lack of sailor mail in the
census. Out of fifty-one covers, three are from naval
personnel: the Commanding Officer, a warrant officer
and a machinist mate in USS Canopus, a submarine
tender with a complement of over 300 officers and men.
There had to be some interaction between Canopus and
the visiting submarines which resulted in outgoing mail.
There certainly was with USS Pigeon, a submarine res-
cue vessel with a crew of 70 plus. The visiting subma-
rines often moored alongside Pigeon to transfer their
cargo and receive mail and passengers. How easy it
would be to pass letters to submarine crew members,
yet none have yet been seen.

In his article, Richard Helbock commented that officer
mail comprised the large majority of the mail known to
have come out of Manila Bay. The revised listing would
appear to substantiate that conclusion, with 35 of the
51 recorded letters (69%) sent by officers. Even if we
discount the 16 Vance covers, the census is still weighted
in favor of officer mail. Nonetheless, I don’t agree that
rank made a difference. If, for example, 5,000 letters
actually were carried out of Manila Bay, a mere 51 is
too small a sample from which to draw a logical con-
clusion. My personal opinion is that bagged soldier mail,
most of it unrecognizable as to source, simply has not



22 Whole Number 214

made its way into collector circuits. Perhaps more will
surface, but after sixty years a significant cache is not
anticipated.

Summary
Mail from the period during which Manila Bay was
blockaded by Japanese forces has not been a neglected
area for lack of interest, but because identifiable mail
is so scarce. Military personnel used whatever enve-
lopes were available to send mail to friends and family,
invariably noting that stamps were not available. All
mail was censored in some manner, often self censored
by the sender if an officer. A mail collection facility
seems to have been established on Corregidor, but not
on Bataan. Mail from soldiers on Bataan most likely
was simply bagged, placed aboard submarines which
brought in ammunition and supplies, then transported
to the United States without further processing. As a
result, much mail from the blockade period is simply
not recognizable as such. The fifty-one items in this
census represents the recognizable portion of blockade
mail.

Appreciation is expressed to Kurt Stauffer for his research
efforts and photocopies, and to Major Ted Bahry, James
Myerson, Jay Milewski and G.A. Santangelo for provid-
ing copies of blockade envelopes in their possession.
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Editor’s Addenda
Just as we were finalizing the Table 2 Census for pub-
lication in this article, Kurt Stauffer reported the dis-
covery and verification of a new Bataan-Corregidor
cover. Illustrated below is a cover mailed by Captain
William M. Cummings of the 51st Philippine Division.
Captain Cummings used a War Department penalty
envelope endorsed “Officer’s Mail” to send a letter to
his family in Patagonia, Arizona. He crossed out the

“War Department” and “Official Business” print lines
and substituted “USAFFE APO 34.” Given the simi-
larity in appreance between this and other covers in the
Census dating from February 1942, it is likely that capt.
Cummings mail was carried out by USS Swordfish or
USS Trout. Captain Cummings died on board one of
the infamous Japanese “hell ships” on January 21, 1945.

PH51
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THE POSTMASTERS GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES
XIX. Horatio King, 1861

by Daniel Y. Meschter
Horatio King became acting postmaster general on January
1, 1861 following Joseph Holt’s resignation. President
Buchanan nominated him Postmaster General in his own
right on February 1st. The Senate confirmed on the 12th and
he served twenty-three days as Postmaster General or a few
more according to some reckonings. This made his tenure
the shortest of any postmaster general, but that understates
his twenty-two-year career in the Post Office Department
rising from what he called “the bottom of the
ladder” to a cabinet seat1 .

King was appointed a clerk in the Post Office
Department’s Washing-ton office by Amos
Kendall in March 1839. His first important
promotion was in 1841 when he was put in
charge of the mail route contracts for the New
England section in the Contract Office, a posi-
tion he held for a number of years. During
this time mail service to Europe was being
developed by Selah R. Hobbie, the contem-
porary First Assistant.

The Post Office Department had not arranged
with any foreign post office for the exchange
of mails before the 1840s, except with British
North America at crossings along the Canadian border2.
Meanwhile, American shipping companies established regu-
lar packet ser-vice carrying mail between American and
European ports following the War of 1812. Mail dispatches
were mostly handled by express companies who collected
overseas mail from patrons and delivered it to vessels ready
to sail much more efficiently than the Post Office. It may
have been the entry of the Cunard Line into the transatlantic
trade in 1840 that motivated the Congress to authorize “the
Postmaster General to enter into regulations with certain
governments for the interchange of mail-matter and the pre-
payment of postage on letters to and from the respective
countries3.” It also authorized the Postmaster General to con-
tract for the transportation of the mails between the United
States and foreign powers and established postal rates for
the service4.

On the strength of these authorities, Postmaster General Cave
Johnson entered into a contract with the Ocean Steam Navi-
gation Company to carry mail to Europe in a newly-con-
structed fleet of steam-ships. Then, in June 1847 he sent First
Assistant PMG Selah Hobbie to Germany as his special agent
on the maiden voyage of the Washington to negoti-ate an
“arrangement” with the Post Office Department of the Re-
public of Bremen for the “receipt, delivery, and distribution
of the mails of the United States at Bremen, their despatch
(sic) to other places in Europe and elsewhere, etc5.” Hobbie

returned with an agreement that opened central Europe and
Scandinavia to United States mail through the port of
Bremerhaven.

It was during a stopover in England that Hobbie learned of
an order of the Lords of the Treasury imposing the same rate
of postage on mail carried on American ships the same as if
it had been carried on British ships in addition to American
postage. Resolution of this problem took higher level nego-
tiations between the American ambassador and the British
Foreign Secretary who framed the Postal Convention of
December 15, 1848. Thus, by the close of 1850 the only

postal conventions that had been entered into
were with Bremen and Great Britain. This lim-
ited progress in foreign mail offered what
Horatio King called “an entirely new field to
be explored6.”

It was about this time that Hobbie’s health
deteriorated to such a degree he resigned as
First Assistant Postmaster General as of April
1, 1851 and accepted assignment as special
agent and postal commissioner to Panama and
California7. Solomon D. Jacobs of Tennessee
replaced him as PMG for the time being and
Horatio King was promoted to the newly cre-
ated “Foreign Desk” as Superintendent of the
Foreign Mail Service, a position in which he
was effective in revising these arrangements

with Bremen and Great Britain and in negotiating postal
conventions with Prussia, France, and Belgium, among other
European countries, and with the West Indies and several
South American states. He also claimed he opposed “attempts
to use the mails without paying for the privilege in contra-
vention of the law” and lobbied the House to enact legisla-
tion requiring prepayment of postage8.

Hobbie’s health improved enough in the south and
west to enable him to return to his position as First
Assistant PMG on March 22, 1853, but this improve-
ment lasted only until March 23, 1854 when he died
of a pulmonary condition. President Pierce appointed
Horatio King to succeed him the next day.

Horatio King was born in Paris, Maine on June 21, 1811 to
a family that emigrated from Massachusetts after serving in
the Revolution. He said in later life that he supplemented an
indifferent education in the common schools with volumi-
nous reading and earnest study, including acquiring a work-
ing know-ledge of French that served him well in his offi-
cial career. At seventeen he entered the office of the
Jeffersonian, a local newspaper dedicated to Jack-sonian
principles to learn the printing business. He liked it well
enough to buy a part ownership the next year in association
with Hannibal Hamlin, Lincoln’s first vice president, and
become sole owner and editor by the time he was 21. He

Horatio King
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While there can be little doubt as to King’s abilities, a strong
egocentric trait turned up in his biographical sketch that was
written in the third person to give credibility to what is an
exercise in self-appreciation. Unfortunately, his tenure as
Post-master General was too short to permit an objective
evaluation of his service in that capacity alone. On the other
hand, as a member of the Post Office staff he joins six other
Assistant and First Assistant Postmasters General up to 1861
of whom three, Charles Burrall; Abraham Bradley, Jr.; and
Selah Hobbie made solid contributions to the development
of the postal service in addition to their lengths of service.

King lived in Washington his whole life after entering the
Post Office Department in 1839 and died there on May 20,
1897 at 85 years of age.
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p. 433.

8  King, op cit, p. 13.
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moved the paper to Portland in 1833 and continued to edit it
until he sold it to the Standard in 1838. He moved his family
to Washington in 1839 to seek employment in the newspa-
per business there. It is possible his support for Van Buren’s
candidacy in 1836 both influenced his decision to move to
Washington and his turning to the government for employ-
ment when he failed to find a newspaper position to suit
him. As is so often said, the rest is history.

His short tern of office as Postmaster General that corre-
sponded with the political vacuum between Lincoln’s elec-
tion and inauguration deterred King from dealing with any
of the important policy issues that might otherwise have con-
fronted him. It was in an interval between 70 years of devel-
opment of postal services and a coming storm, the effect of
which nobody could be sure, the Post Office as little as any.
His last contribution to the postal services was his advocacy
during the 1870’s of “penalty” envelopes for use by govern-
ment agencies with their familiar endorsement “Official Busi-
ness, Penalty for Private Use, $300” that is still in usage in
lieu of departmental postage stamps9.

Aside from the routine responsibilities of his position, he
noted in his biography only having to deal with an inquiry
from a member of Congress from South Carolina. Congress-
man Ashmore wrote on January 24th to ask whether he still
had the right, in view of South Carolina’s ordinance of se-
cession of December 20th, to frank and distribute some one
thousand to twelve hundred volumes of public documents
through the mails to his constituents. Both he and King ig-
nored the fact that Ashmore “withdrew” from the House on
that same day (December 20th) and filed a “declaration of
intention” on the 21st that could be construed as nothing
less than his resignation10. King refused to recognize South
Carolina’s act of secession and decided on this basis that
Ashmore was still a member of Congress entitled to the frank-
ing privilege. South Carolina was still part of the Union as
far as he was concerned and mail service continued there
without interruption. But if, he continued, Ashmore was of
the conviction that South Carolina ceased to be a member of
the Union and thus became a foreign state, he left it to
Ashmore’s conscience whether to avail himself of the privi-
lege11.

King does not say what he did during his first year after
leaving office. Then, in April 1862 he was appointed to a
Board of Commissioners to administer the Emancipation
Proclamation in Washington, D.C. Completing its work in
less than a year, King set himself up as an attorney and for
some twenty years represented petitioners before executive
departments and international commissions, although he
doesn’t say he ever studied law or was admitted to the bar.
He took most pride in membership in the Washington Na-
tional Monument Society, a citizens’ commit-tee set up to
fund and construct the Washington Monument. He toured
Europe on two occasions, publishing his Sketches of Travel
after the second.
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By David L. Straight

Although a large segment of the 19th century
mail stream by weight, newspapers have left a
paucity of collectable material in the United

States. Unlike many other countries, American news-
paper stamps were never affixed to newspapers, or their
wrappers. The stamps, in denominations ranging from
1¢ to $100, were not legally available to collectors un-
til after the Post Office discontinued their use. Strange
as it seems, these attractive, engraved stamps depicting
allegorical figures, classical goddesses, and an Indian
maiden were never intended to leave the Post Office
except as waste paper for destruction. Collecting news-
paper stamps “on cover” means collecting the few U.S.
Post Office receipts bearing these stamps that escaped
destruction.

This surviving receipt raises several questions. The
publisher was charged only 8¢ for mailing one issue of
his newspaper? Even for a small town weekly newspa-
per in 1880, four pounds seems a rather low print run.
The 8¢ in postage hardly seems worth the trouble for
the post office to collect; the same weight in letters
would have generated $1.92 in postage. In answering
these questions, the receipt serves as the starting point
for an examination of not only the postal laws and regu-
lations governing newspapers, but also small town
newspaper publishing in the late 19th century. By for-
tunate coincidence, the 1880 Census includes a 446-

Newspaper Stamps “On Cover”

A May 19, 1880 receipt, with four pen cancelled copies of  Scott PR57, paying 8¢ to mail 4
pounds of the weekly Allentown Industry.

page report on the state of American newspaper pub-
lishing1. The lengthy historical essay is followed by sta-
tistical tables, a chronological history of publishing by
state, and a catalogue listing every periodical published
in 1880 giving its name, location, frequency, character,
year established, and annual subscription price.

Located east of Trenton, New Jersey in western
Monmouth County, Allens Town began in 1706 when
Nathan Allen purchased 638 acres from Rob R. Bur-
net, a proprietor of East Jersey, and built three mills
where York Road crossed Doctors Creek. A colonial
village with blacksmiths, wheelwrights, and other
craftsman grew up around the mills. The York stage
road ran across New Jersey from Amboy to Burlington2.
The first postmaster, Samuel Quay, was appointed in
17943. The population of Allentown had grown to 1010

in 1880. Today the population has only risen to 1882
and there are 220 pre-Civil War homes and buildings
in a Historic District.

When the Allentown Industry began publishing in 1880,
it was the only newspaper in town. There were no daily
newspapers published in Monmouth County, but 14
other weeklies were devoted to news and political cov-
erage. More than half of them were less than five years
old, only three had started before the Civil War4. In 1880
there were 971 daily newspapers in the United States
and 8633 weeklies, of these 27 dailies and 163 week-
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where in Monmouth County. When the weekly Allen-
town Industry was brought to the post office to be
mailed, copies address to Allentown residents were held
at no cost until called for by the subscriber, and copies
addressed to other residents of Monmouth County were
transported to their respective post offices at no charge.
The weekly 8¢ postage bill for the Allentown Industry
was on the four pounds of newspapers addressed for
delivery outside Monmouth County.

Newspaper stamps were introduced January 1, 1875 as
part of a sweeping reform of second class rates and pro-
cedures. Until this time postage on newspapers, based
upon weight and distance, had been paid by the sub-
scribers upon delivery. There was concern that not all
of the postage being collected was remitted to Wash-
ington. Under the new regulations, the publishers paid
the postage at the time of mailing. This greatly reduced
the number of post offices collecting postage on maga-
zines and newspapers. Also, most of the postage would
now be collected in salaried presidential offices, rather
than 4th class post offices, where the postmaster was
paid a commission on collections. The rates were cal-
culated on the gross weight of the mailing, not the indi-
vidual pieces, without regard to distance. For newspa-
pers on which postage was required, the rate was 2¢
per pound for those published weekly or more fre-
quently; for those published less frequently than weekly,
the rate was 3¢ per pound. On May 1, 1879 the fre-
quency distinction was dropped and all periodicals went
for the 2¢ per pound rate. The rate was reduced to 1¢
per pound on July 1, 1885; this rate remained in effect
until long after the use of newspaper stamps ceased in
189812. As the 1880 receipt has lines for both the 2¢
and 3¢ rates, it was obviously left over from the 1875-
1879 rate period.

 When publishers paid their postage bills for newspa-
pers, based upon the weight of the bundles, in cash it
was recorded in receipt books, leaving no evidence of
the postage paid on individual copies. From 1875, un-
til their elimination in 1898, the newspaper stamps were
affixed to the stub retained by the Post Office. As the
stamps were not leaving the post office, dated cancels
were not necessary and pen cancels are typical;
handstamps are known but scarcer. The 1879 Postal
Laws and Regulations gave these instructions to post-
masters:

lies were in New Jersey. The census report does not
indicate an annual subscription price for the Allentown
Industry, but subscriptions for the other Monmouth
County papers ranged from $1 to $2. Nationally, the
average annual subscription price for a weekly news-
paper was $1.77, in New Jersey slightly less at $1.64.
The average circulation for a weekly was 2125 copies
nationally, but only 1078 in New Jersey. Nationally an
average weekly newspaper printed 281.86 pounds of
paper per issue; in New Jersey the average was 90.44
pounds5. The Allentown Industry lasted less than six
months, April to September6.

For 1880 Census, the Post Office counted over 812
million newspapers and 40 million magazines handled
in the mailed. Revenue derived from the sale of news-
paper stamps during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1881
was nearly $1.4 million from 4821 different post of-
fices; this included magazines as well as newspapers.
Over 71% of that postage was collected in only 15 cit-
ies, with New York contributing over 27% of the total.
At the rate of 2¢ per pound, this works out to approxi-
mately 35,000 tons of magazines and newspapers in
the mail7. However, the 1880 Census reported that
189,145,048 pounds (nearly 95,000 tons) of magazines
and newspapers were printed8. While railroads and ex-
press companies account for some of the 60,000 ton
difference, the Post Office Department was also han-
dling a lot of newspapers for free.

Beginning with the Post Office Act of 1792, Congress
subsidized postal rates for magazines and newspapers
from the belief that widespread access to information
was crucial to the functioning of a democracy. Until
1873, editors were permitted to exchange newspapers
with other editors postage free, thus providing a na-
tional dissemination of news. From 1851 until 1962,
except for a brief period in 1873-1874, weekly news-
papers mailed within their county of publication were
postage free, if not addressed to a carrier office. In 1873
carrier service was limited to cities with a population
of more than 20,000; in 1887 the population require-
ment was reduced to 10,0009.  As most post offices in
1880 did not serve 20,000 people, most people called
for their mail, including their postage free newspapers,
at the post office.

In 1880 the total population was of Monmouth County
was 55,538, with the largest town having 3833 people10.
Of the 61 post offices serving Monmouth county only
Freehold, the county seat, and four others were 3rd class
offices. All of the others, including Allentown, were
4th class offices11. There was no carrier service any-
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 Originally the Post Office Department provided in-
structions for the quarterly disposal of the receipt books
with the stamps attached to the stubs. Obviously, as in
the case of the Allentown Industry receipts, not all of
them were destroyed. Stamp dealers, including the no-
torious Nicholas F. Seebeck, solicited postmasters with
offers to purchase used copies of the newspaper stamps.
Eventually the Post Office Department required that
the receipt books be sent to Washington for accounting
and destruction, thus choking off the supply of stamps
to dealers13.

The Allentown Industry lasted no more than 26 issues;
I have seen two receipts, the one pictured and an April
receipt for 6¢. If the 8¢ represents an average weekly
postage bill, the Allentown Industry paid $2.08 in post-
age during its brief lifetime.

Endnotes
1 S. N. D. North, “The Newspaper and Periodical Press”
in Volume 8 of the 1880 Census (Washington: Govern-
ment Printing Office, 1884).
2 http://www.allentownnj.com/
3 http://www.usps.com/postmasterfinder/
4 North, p. 291.
5 North, p. 170-173, 181.
6 William C. Wright and Paul A. Stellhorn, Directory of
New Jersey newspapers, 1765-1970, (Trenton: New
Jersey Historical Commission, 1977).
7 North, p. 158.
8 North, p. 181.

9 Richard B. Kielbowicz and Linda Lawson, “Protect-
ing the Small-Town Press: Community, Social Policy
and Postal Privileges, 1845-1970,” Canadian Review
of American Studies 19 (1988) 23-45; and J. David
Baker, The Postal History of Indiana (Louisville:
Hartmann, 1976), p. 835-843.
10 Census of Population, 1880.
11 United States Official Post Office Guide 1880, p. 386,
456-57.
12 Henry W. Beecher and Anthony S. Wawrukiewicz,
U.S. Domestic Postal Rates, 1872-1999 (Portland, OR:
Cama, 1999) p. 96-103.
13 Barbara R. Mueller, “POD Sells Adhesives to Pub-
lishers,” Linn’s Stamp News, October 25, 1976.
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By Michael Dattolico

Once long ago, a man and his young son, Luke,
were hunting in the craggy hills overlooking
the Muskingum River. Peering over his shoul-

der, the father could see the river’s sharp westerly bend,
the brown, swirling water and the tree-enshrouded is-
land in the center of the river.

The father remained watchful as the boy, holding the
family gun, plodded ahead in search of game. Suddenly,
there was a thrashing sound in a nearby thicket. A mon-
strous bear, standing upright and bellowing in rage,
surged towards them.

Shocked by the bear’s ominous appearance, the boy
aimed the gun but hesitated. The bear lunged forward,
its teeth bared and claws slashing the air. Still, the boy
did not fire.

Finally, the man shouted, “Luke, shoot or give up the
gun!”  Luke fired and the bear fell.

The incident is part of a legend that has been recounted
by generations of folks living in the rural region where
the Muskingum River separates Washington and Mor-
gan County in southeastern Ohio. During the 19th cen-
tury, local citizens solemnly claimed that their hamlet’s
name - Luke Chute - stemmed from the anxious father’s
command, “Luke, Shoot...”

Where Legend And Reality Merge: Luke Chute, Ohio
Luke Shoot, you ask?  Wait a minute, you might say, as
you point out the obvious wording difference. The place
is spelled Luke C-H-U-T-E. And since a ‘chute’ is a
sort of slide or rapid water, what does the word ‘chute’
have to do with firing a weapon or killing a bear?

With a wink and friendly grin, local storytellers will
patiently explain that such inconsistencies don’t really
matter. Luke’s father told him to shoot, and that’s all
that counts. If you debate the matter further, you might
even be shown the actual spot where the boy-versus-
bear confrontation took place. It’s all part of a delight-
ful legend that defines the place, adding a bit of pio-
neer seasoning that flavors the region’s history.

But tradition falls to the wayside when the facts about
Luke Chute, Ohio are revealed. The real story is as fas-
cinating as the fictional one. But before you read it,
here’s a hint. Remember that island in the middle of the
Muskingum River.

In 1815, Luke Emerson, a recently discharged soldier,
and his brother-in-law, Samuel White, decided to build
a mill. The two men discovered a place near a sharp
bend in the river where the Muskingum River sepa-
rated Washington and Morgan Counties. The only thing
missing was fast water to turn the mill wheels.

Figure 1.  Letter mailed on Tuesday, August 9, 1887 from Luke Chute, Ohio to Zanesville, Ohio.
The Luke Chute post office was operational from 1880 to 1901.
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As they studied the landscape, Emerson and White saw
the island and got an idea. If they blocked one side of
the river from the island to the shore, the water would
flow with great force around the other side, providing
the necessary energy to power the mill. The two men
constructed their dam, and the downward trough cre-
ated by the diverted waters became formidable rapids.
Their energy source secured, they built the mill and
were soon accepting work orders. Flatboatmen travers-
ing the rapids did so with trepidation and referred to
the spiraling flow as “chutes.”  Rivermen from Marietta
to Zanesville soon began calling the treacherous spot
“Luke’s Chute.”

Figure 2  Map of Washington
County, Ohio drawn circa
1870.  The village of Luke
Chute is shown at extreme
upper left in Waterford
Township.  The population of
Luke Chute was approximately
75 people when the post office
was established in 1880.

A desire to harness the Muskingum River’s power and
promote river traffic safety prompted the government
to construct ten dams and adjoining locks from Marietta
to Zanesville. Between 1837 and 1841, Lock and Dam
No. 5 were built near the Emerson-White mill. Flat-
boats and other craft could avoid the dangerous waters
by floating through the lock, which was located by the
Washington County bank. Increased river traffic brought
more people through the area, some of whom remained
to farm and establish businesses. A trading post was
opened, providing needed supplies for local settlers. By
1843 the Fairview Disciples Church was established
for the citizens in the hamlet. A blacksmith, saddler and
myriad craftsmen plied their trades at the village. One
of the new businessmen was Allen Nickerson, a young
shoemaker, who opened his shop near the trading post.

Figure 3  Shown is the island in the Muskingum River
where a makeshift dam was constructed by Emerson and
White to divert water to their mill on the Morgan County
side.

Figure 4  Lock No. 5 looking north.  The dam is adjacent
to the lock.  The buildings on the right are situated where
the village of Luke Chute was located.
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By the late 1870s, Luke Chute had become a thriving
community, and its citizens petitioned for regular mail
service. In 1880 a post office was established, and the
enterprising Allen Nickerson became the village’s first
postmaster.

Nickerson was born in 1840, and had just opened his
shoe shop in 1861 when the Civil War began. He en-
listed in the 92nd Ohio Volunteer Infantry and saw ex-
tensive combat. Nickerson returned to Luke Chute in
1866 and reopened his shoe shop. He later added a gen-
eral merchandise store where the post office was lo-
cated. The packet boats “Lizzie Cassel” and “Gen’l. H.
F. Devol” provided a tri-weekly mail service to Luke

Chute until 1888. Eventually, the Zanesville & Ohio
Railroad offered more expeditious mail service, ren-
dering the steamers “Cassel” and “Devol” obsolete.

Nickerson served as postmaster until March 17, 1882,
when he retired to his farm. Cydnor Anderson bought
Nickerson’s store and took over as postmaster, serving
until June 10, 1897. The Luke Chute post office was
discontinued on October, 1901. Mail for the village was
handled by the Brokaw, Ohio post office across the river
in Morgan County.

People still live on the bank of the Muskingum River
where the village of Luke Chute existed. Residences
now occupy the river front where the early trading post,
Nickerson’s store and shoe shop, post office and other
businesses once buzzed with activity. The old mill es-
tablished by Luke Emerson and Sam White is gone,
but the dam and lock constructed in the late 1830s re-
mains.

And dominating the watery landscape like a whimsi-
cal, misshapen sphinx is that stolid, timeless island.

Figure 5 These two views of
Luke Chute and Dam &
Lock No. 5 on the
Muskingum River show the
relationship between the
community and the island
that led to its choice as a
mill site and later a lock
and dam. These particular
aerial views are part of the
USGS  high resolution
series that covers the entire
United states. The views are
available at NASA’s “World
Wind” program that may be
accessed at http://
worldwind.arc.nasa.gov.

Figure 6 Present-day buildings where the Luke Chute
settlement was located.  This photo was taken from the
river bank near the lock.
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Reading Other People’s Mail. I.
An Early St. Charles County, Missouri Letter

By Bob Schultz

Some years ago I acquired the illustrated stampless
folded letter sheet. It is addressed to “Madame
Pierre Menard, aux Kaskaskia” with the manu-

script “St. Charles, Feby 28, 1818” and a postage rate
of 12 ½ cents. St. Charles, Missouri Territory to
Kaskaskia, Illinois Territory fell under the 12½ rate for
a distance of 80 – 150 miles.

Inside, the letter is datelined “Portage des Sioux, Feb.
22d. 1818” and is signed “F. Saucier.”

That is the good news. The bad news is that it is en-
tirely in French!

The Pierre Menard Home (north of Chester, IL and not
far from what was Kaskaskia before it washed into the
Mississippi River) is an Illinois State Historic Site.
While visiting the site I met the site interpreter, Kim
Mott, who was interested in a copy of the letter and
offered to have it translated for me by someone able to
interpret the old French.  The translator noted that the
result “is not word for word.  It would probably not
make much sense if it was.  I tried to retain the ‘flavor’
of the writer and the times.”  And here is the transla-
tion:

“Portage des Sioux, Feb. 22d. 1818.

My dear young daughter,

I received with the greatest pleasure the letter
you wrote with such love dated January 8th and which
came on the 18th of the current month, one would be-
lieve it was sent to Monsieur Cadet and placed behind
the mirror where it is often forgotten.1

I am charmed to hear you are enjoying good
health and so is your dear family.  I wish its continua-
tion for all of you.

I had the pleasure [satisfaction] of seeing my
little Francois in St. Louis where I spent a few days
with him, he is charming, very happy and pretty.2  We
made the voyage from St. Louis.  He was happy [look-
ing forward] to stop coming down, Monsieur Cadet had
promised me, but Les Glacer who were pursuing him,
forced him to go straight.  Amarante gave birth to a big
boy in the last days of December, I would have be-
lieved that Cadet would have told you, having more
often than I would more favorable opportunities.  I re-
ceived a letter from Monsieur Menard upon returning
from his “caravanne.”  He tells me as you did in your
letter that you will give me the pleasure of seeing you
this spring.  I hope so with all my heart, I do not tell
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you of my sufferings, they are always the same.
Francoise and the whole family are in marvelous health
and I kiss you wholeheartedly, my best regards to
Menard for me and kiss the whole little family for us.

I am while awaiting the pleasure of seeing you,
your tender and affectionate father.

F. Saucier.”

While this letter seems to be just about family matters,
it raises a number of interesting internal questions:  the
writer, F. Saucier, the recipient, his daughter, and
Menard, among other things need some digging.

F. Saucier was Francois Saucier, the founder of Por-
tage des Sioux.  He was born near Ft. Chartres (on the
Mississippi) in 1740, the son of Francois Saucier, Cap-
tain of the French Marines stationed there.  In 1765,
Francois Saucier (the younger) was in command at Fort
Massac (in southern Illinois, on the Ohio River) when
it was transferred to British control at the end of the
French and Indian War.  He moved west of the river
into what had become Spanish Territory.

An expert in researching the colonial French families
in the area, Anton Pregaldin, helped me with Saucier’s
marriages.  To quote him:  “Francois was married three
times.  On Nov. 19, 1774 he married Marguerite Cadron
at Prairie du Rocher [Illinois].  About 1780, he married
a second time, to Angelique Roy (1762-1787), the
mother of the ad-
dressee of the letter,
Angelique Saucier,
born in Cahokia,
March 4, 1783, died
in Kaskaskia, Feb.
12, 1838.  She
(Angelique) married
Pierre Menard before
a judge in St. Louis
in August, 1806, and
again before a priest
at Kaskaskia on Sep-
tember 22, 1806.
Francois Saucier
married a third time
in St. Louis in 1793
to Marie-Francoise
Nicolle.”

In 1799, while still
living east of the Mis-
sissippi, the Spanish
authorities in St.

Louis prevailed upon Saucier to settle in the St. Charles
District and to bring his fellow Frenchmen with him.
He received land grants both in the St. Charles area and
in the Salt River area further north.  In 1799-1800,
Saucier laid out the town of Portage des Sioux.  He was
also appointed commandant of Portage des Sioux and
served in that capacity until the transfer to the United
States in 1804.  When the Americans established a gov-
ernment for the new area, Saucier was named as a Jus-
tice of the Court of Common Pleas in St. Charles.  He
continued serving in that capacity through 1814.
Saucier continued to live in Portage des Sioux until his
death on August 6, 1821 at the age of 81, just before
Missouri achieved statehood.  In the above letter that
he wrote in 1818, it is not surprising that he complains
of infirmities.

Pierre Menard was a prominent merchant in
Kaskaskia.  He was born October 7, 1766 near Montreal.
At the age of about fifteen, he enlisted in a trading ven-
ture to the Illinois Country.  By the early 1790’s he
established his own trading business in Kaskaskia.  In
1792 he married Therese Godin.  Therese died in 1804,
leaving him with four children.  In 1806, Menard re-
married.  Angelique bore him eight children.  She died
in 1839 at age 56.

Pierre Menard was also an active participant with
Manuel Lisa in the Missouri Fur Company and had,
himself, traveled far up the Missouri River in 1809-

1810.  The mention
of the return of the
“caravanne” in 1818
does not mean that
Menard had traveled,
but rather that he
probably had a finan-
cial interest in a trip.
In 1818, Menard be-
came the first Lieu-
tenant Governor of
the new state of Illi-
nois.  He was the
only member of the
new government of
French heritage.  In
1825, Menard was
appointed to the
commission to sur-
vey the Santa Fe“Post Roads of the Upper Mississippi Region, 1801-1805” as

illustrated  by Robert J. Stets in his Postmasters & Postoffices of the
United States 1872-1811, page 157.
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Trail, but declined the appointment.  Menard died in
1844 at age 78.

Still questions remain – who was “my little Francois,”
who was “Monsieur Cadet” and who/what was “Les
Glacer”?  Again, thanks to Mr. Pregaldin we have some
answers.  “My little Francois” may have been the 20-
year-old Francois Saucier, Jr. and at this time he may
have been employed in the fur trading enterprise.  He
had been looking forward to stopping in Portage des
Sioux on his way down the river, but the ice (“les
glacer”) was following him and he could not afford to
stop. A daughter, Brigitte, of Saucier by his first wife
became the second wife of Jean Pierre Chouteau in St.
Louis in 1794. The second son, Pierre (1789-1865) was
frequently called “Cadet,” a common nickname for a
younger brother.  Brigitte, then, was his stepmother.
Cadet was active in the fur trade.Amarante was
Amaranthe, a daughter of Saucier who married George
Atchison in 1816. The child noted was George W.
Atchison, born November 22, 1817.

So there you have it.  A family letter can, with some
research shed considerable light on the early times in
the Missouri-Illinois area.

Notes on sources:
1. The transit time in the winter of 1818 appears to have
been 41 days.  However, M. Cadet may have to bear
some of the blame for the slow transit.

2. The French word “joli” means pretty, which may
seem strange for a boy, but if this was a favorite son of
Saucier’s it would fit for the sentimental writing of the
period.

The St. Charles County Historical Society Archives was
a fertile source of information, particularly on birth,
marriage and death data.  The Pierre Menard State His-
toric Site also provided considerable information be-
yond the translation.  The following books were also
consulted:

Boggess, Arthur C. The Settlement of Illinois, 1778-
1830. Freeport, NY. Books for Libraries Press.  1970.
Reprint of a 1908 book.

Carter, Clarence E. ed. The Territorial Papers of the
United States, Louisiana-Missouri Territory.

Washington, DC.  U. S. Government Printing
Office. 1948, 1949, 1951. Volumes 13, 14, & 15. were
particularly useful for tracing Saucier’s service in gov-
ernment.

History of St. Charles County Missouri (1765-1885).
n.p. Patria Press. 1997.  A reprint of part of the 1885
History of St. Charles, Montgomery and Warren Coun-
ties.

Houck, Louis.  A History of Missouri.  Chicago. R. R.
Donnelly & Sons. 1908.  Three volumes cover the his-
tory of Missouri from exploration to 1821 statehood.

March, David D. The History of Missouri.  New York.
Lewis Historical Publishing Co. 1967.

Oglesby, Richard E. Manuel Lisa and the Opening of
the Missouri Fur Trade.  Norman, OK.University of
Oklahoma Press. 1963.

Shoemaker, Floyd C.  Missouri and Missourians.  Chi-
cago. Lewis Publishing Co. 1943.
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The Post Offices of Lee County, Kentucky

By Robert Rennick

Lee, Kentucky’s 115th county, was authorized by
legislative act on January 29, 1870. Its original
200 square miles were taken from parts of Estill,

Owsley, Wolfe, and Breathitt Counties. After gaining
another ten square miles from Wolfe and Breathitt in
1890, it assumed its present 210 square mile area.

For years the county was believed to have been named
for the Confederate general Robert E. Lee, an idea origi-
nated or at least advanced by Richard Collins’ 1874
state history. This was later challenged by Johnny Wil-
liams, a newspaper editor and Lee’s early twentieth
century historian, and others who were convinced that
the strong pro-Union sentiments of most of the county’s
Civil War population would not have led to the naming
of their new county for a military leader of the other
side. It was far more likely, they believed, that the county
had been named for Lee County, Virginia whence many
of its early residents had come.l

This fairly hilly county, near the western end of the
Eastern Kentucky Coal Field, is the only one drained,
in part, by the main stream of the Kentucky River and
each of its three head forks. The Middle and North Forks
meet three miles above (northeast of) Beattyville, the

county seat, and as the North Fork are joined by the
South Fork just south of Beattyville. The area between
Beattyville and the North-Middle Forks confluence thus
has long been known as The Three Forks Country.

Lee’s first known permanent settlers, shortly after 1800,
were probably the brothers Jacob and Josiah Miller who
built their homes in the vicinity of the future St. Helens,
just above the North and Middle Forks confluence. They
are said to have been followed by another set of broth-
ers, Mike and John Stufflebean, who had deserted the
British army during the Revolution to fight on the
American side and settled on a land grant in the area
that became Beattyville. Then came the Crawfords,
Snowdens, Ashcrafts, Durbins, McGuires,
Shackelfords, and other families that were to figure
prominently in the county’s early history and develop-
ment.

Most of Lee’s major stream valleys have long been suf-
ficiently fertile and suitable for some farming—tobacco,
corn, fruit cultivation, and livestock raising.
Beattyville’s location at the head of Kentucky River’s
navigation assured its economic importance in the nine-
teenth century as the eastern terminus for steamboat

Map 1 Lee County, Kentucky (Source DeLorme Mapping)
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travel. Its status as a transportation hub was further en-
hanced, at the turn of the century, by the arrival of two
rail lines acquired by the L&N in 1909.2

Lee County’s economy in the last third of the nineteenth
century, and extending well into the twentieth, was
based on the timbering of the heavily wooded western
half of the iron, and oil deposits in much of the county.
Though little of real worth remains, the county has en-
joyed modest growth since the Second World War with
a (2000 Census) population of some 8,000.

For a consideration of Lee’s fifty five operating post
offices the county will be divided into its principal
stream valleys, and each office will be located by road
miles from the court house in, or another office in its
valley, or by stream miles from a Kentucky River
confluence.

POST OFFICES ESTABLISHED WITHIN THE PRESENT LIM-
ITS OF LEE COUNTY BEFORE ITS ORGANIZATION

The first post office established within the present Lee
County limits was Crawford. Named for its first post-
master Archibald Crawford, this pioneer family’s area
progenitor, it operated between 1828 and 1843 a mile
below the mouth of Bear Creek in the Middle Fork val-
ley (nine miles above Beattyville) when this area was
still a part of Estill County.

According to family tradition, Archibald (1772-1866),
the son of Henry Crawford, was given 20,000 acres on
Middle Fork for services in the War of 1812. He settled
three years later at the mouth of Bear, 6 ½ stream miles
above the North-Middle Forks confluence.3

Across the river from Beattyville and just below the
mouth of South Fork is the residential suburb of Proc-
tor. Settled early in the nineteenth century by pioneer
Archibald D. McGuire, the site included the future
county’s second post office, established by Nathan
Jacobs on April 4, 1843, just prior to the formal organi-
zation of Owsley County in June of that year. The of-
fice and the town founded around it in 1845 were named
for the Rev. Joseph Proctor (1754-1844). The North
Carolina-born Revolutionary War veteran and Indian
fighter turned Methodist preacher was one of Estill
County’s first permanent settlers. Here Lee County’s
first court was held in the spring of 1870.

Within a few years the town had become a fairly pros-
perous business center with mills, stores, and hotels
catering to nearby coal mines which shipped their prod-
ucts down the river from here to the Bluegrass. The
post office operated intermittently through January
1918. Little remains but homes.

Always in Owsley County was the Spruce Grove post
office which operated from August 1, 1854 through July
1863. Its first postmaster Samuel Rector Hieronymus,
a Madison Countian, is said to have settled in 1837 in
the North Fork valley at or near the mouth of Brinks
(now Blankey) Branch, at a shoal early called
Hieronymus Ford. So it’s likely that the office was here.
In September 1856 Samuel was succeeded by his son
George Whitfield Hieronymus.

Two other short-lived North Fork post offices, also
maintained by a father and son, were Devil’s Creek and
Shackelford. From its name it’s believed that Devil’s

Creek may have been at the mouth of Lower
Devils Creek, 72 miles above the North-
Middle Forks confluence in what was
Owsley County till 1860; and then Wolfe
County till 1890 when that area became a
part of Lee. The Devil’s Creek office was
established on October 12, 1854 by
San(d)ford Richard) Shackelford and closed
on July 31, 1863, the very day that Spruce
Grove, probably five stream miles above,
closed. Somewhere in that section of Wolfe
County that became a part of Lee on the
latter’s inception. Shackelford’s son
M(andrell) E(llington) (1842-1924) ran the
Shackelford post office from July 3, 1872 to
July 9, 1873.4

Map 2 Beattyville and vicinity on North Fork Kentucky River. (Source:
USGS, 1:50,000)
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It’s believed that the first settlers of the site opposite
(north of) -the South and North Forks confluence were
the Stufflebean brothers but it’s not known when they
arrived nor what became of them. They left their names
on two streams—Lower Stufflebean (now called Sil-
ver) and Upper Stufflebean (now Crystal) Creeks that
together join the North Fork just below the confluence.

It is known, though, that sometime before 1840 Samuel
Beatty (1793-1880) heired 313 acres below Lower
Stufflebean from his father Henry, which he later settled,
and that shortly thereafter a locale at the mouth of Lower
Stufflebean was recorded inexplicably as Taylors Land-
ing. On March 15, 1851 on
Beatty’s land a town was offi-
cially established as Beatty. It
shortly became known as
Beattytown, and on September
14, 1858 Charles Blount opened
the local post office as
Beattyville. It’s not known, how-
ever, when Beatty’s west-end site
was combined with the land above (east of) Lower
Stufflebean to form the town we know today. By late
1870 when the county seat was transferred from Proc-
tor to Beattyville, the latter had begun to rival its neigh-
bor in economic importance.5 The town was incorpo-
rated as Beattyville on March 28, 1872. However, the
plans of land speculators, principally the Three Forks
Investment Company, to build a great industrial and
commercial city based on the development of area coal
and timber failed to materialize. Today, the fifth class
city, seventy-five road miles southeast of downtown
Lexington (via the Mountain Parkway and Ky 11), has
only 1,200 residents fewer than it had in 1920.

Bear Creek, the first of several post offices at the mouth
of this stream, was operated between February 11, 1859
and January 9, 1864 by Claiborne Crawford, a son of
Archibald. The 3.8 mile long stream heads at what was
early called Rock Lick, a sulphur lick that attracted
bears, and had been settled by 1842 by Henry and
Lucinda Evans near a waterfall halfway up the creek
(later the site of the Canyon Falls post office).

POST OFFICES ON THE KENTUCKY RIVER AND ITS

BRANCHES BELOW THE MOUTH OF SOUTH FORK

According to nineteenth century Estill and Lee County
traditions, very early travelers down the Kentucky River
would avoid the inconveniences of river navigation by
leaving the river at a certain bend, crossing a hill, and
re-entering the valley several miles below. Permanent

camps were made at both sites. When later travelers
reconsidered the river route they began to refer to the
place they had formerly left the river (that is, their place
of portage) as The Old Landinq. (This name was in use
at least by the War of 1812. Recruits are said to have
gathered at the sinks above “the Old Landing” and were
referring to the site as The Old Muster Ground Near
The Old Landing Sinks.) 6

According to Mary Verhoeff’s The Kentucky River
Navigation7, the Old Landing area was first settled by
John Wyatt and Jameson Irvine. Russell’s historic Ken-
tucky map (of 1794) identifies a place here as Somerset
though there’s no record of its actual existence.8

The first of the several Old Landing post offices was
established in what was then still Estill County on Oc-
tober 5, 1855 with Martin T. Moore, postmaster. Its in-
termittent operation, on the north side (sic) of the river,
twelve road miles (but twenty- two stream miles) be-
low (northwest of) Beattyville, ended in late August
1870. It was re-established in the newly created Lee
County on September 25, 1870, with Otey Ward, post-
master, but again closed, in mid September 1874. From
April 5 through December 1878 Littleton B. Roberts
maintained the Old Landing Sinks post office to serve
this area which had begun to furnish river travelers with
overnight accommodations.

On March 26, 1883 another office was established at
the Old Landing site with Mrs. Delina McGuire, its first
postmaster, but it was now called Whynot [weye/naht]
and ushered in a cottage industry of possible but unau-
thenticated name derivations: 9

There’s the story of the logger who suggested to his
mate that “we tie up here and spend the night at the
inn” and got the answer “why not?” Then there are some
who think the name might have been imported from
another state. For instance, North Carolina’s Randolph
County’s Whynot is said to have been named at a town
meeting when people got tired of so many “Why not
name our town thus-and-so” or “Why not name it this-

Beattyville postmark,
circa 1880. (PMCC)

Old Landing four-bar of 1948 (PMCC)
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or-that” and thus accepted the suggestion “Let’s call it
simply Whynot and be done with it.10 Or Nebraska where
Cedar County’s Wynot was named in honor of a local
German man who would customarily answer any ques-
tion with “why not?” which soon became a stock phrase
for the entire community.11 This obviously wasn’t the
source of Lee County’s Whynot since the Nebraska post
office wasn’t established till 1907. There was also a
Whynot in Lauderdale County, Mississippi, southeast
of Meridian, about which I’ve learned nothing.

The name might also have been derived from a popular
late nineteenth century gospel song “Why Not Say Yes
Tonight”. This song, by Effie Wells Loucks and Louis
D. Eichhorn, is said to have been sung at a religious
revival in the area..12

By 1903 Mrs. McGuire’s post office had been moved
to a site one mile east of the river, but in the following
year Ambrose Durbin, local grocer, returned it to its
Old Landing name and to the river, across from the Estill
County bend, where it served a coal barge landing and
the L&A (later L&N) Railroad’s Old Landing station.
It remained here till it was suspended on October 31,
1990.

On March 8, 1904 Benjamin Louis Norman’s Whiteash
post office was opened to serve the White Ash Coal
Company and other area mining camps and the new
L&A station of White Ash just below the mouth of Mikes
Branch.13 William H. Dickerson was its first postmas-
ter. In July 1909 William Blanton Johnson had the of-
fice moved two miles down the river to the Belle Point
(rail) Station, four miles below Beattyville, where it
took that name and closed in September 1951. The Belle
Point name remains underived.

Some 4 ½ stream miles above the Old Landing, just
across the river from the mouth of Ross Creek at the
Estill County line, was the rail station and post office
of Evelyn. According to some historians, the station was
named for the wife of one of the railroad officials who
routed the tracks through this vicinity in 1902. More

likely, it was named for the
widow Evoline (Eviline,
Eveline, Evalina, Evelena, or
Evelyn) McIntyre, a longtime
resident and sister of G.W.
Calmes who donated the right-
of-way to the railroad.14 The
post office, established on
March 18, 1904 with Robert E.
West, postmaster, and named
for the station, closed in 1954.

Before the construction of the Kentucky River’s thir-
teenth lock and dam, its Lee County section below
Beattyville had three shoals or potentially hazardous
ground elevations. One, just below the mouth of Big
Willow Branch, six stream miles above Evelyn, was
appropriately called The Big Willow Shoal. Here the
L&A Railway opened its Willow Shoals Station near
which John Wesley Stephenson, on September 20, 1905,
established the Willow Shoals post office. By Novem-
ber, however, the Shoals part of the name had been
dropped and the Willow post office survived till 1956.
Big Willow Branch and Little Willow Branch, half a
mile below, had earlier been named for the profuse
growths of willow trees on their banks.

To raise the Kentucky River’s water level and enhance
navigation, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers built
fourteen locks and dams. The site for the thirteenth,
two miles below Willow, had been acquired and sur-
veyed by 1909 when Smith Towles, a West Virginia
company, was given the contract to build the lock and
began construction. A camp for its workers, an L&A
rail station, and Frank A. Robertson’s post office (es-
tablished on August 30, 1909) all took the name Thir-
teen.

Though the lock was completed in August 1911, “un-
expected difficulties” prevented the completion of the
dam whose construction had been awarded to another

Belle Point four-bar of 1917 (PMCC)

Evelyn Doane cancel of
1911 (PMCC)

Willow four-bar of 1949 (PMCC)
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We now come to what must be the most confusing set
of post office sites and names in Kentucky. On August
26, 1891 Jesse H. Smyth opened a post office on Billeys
Fork, four miles below (southwest of) Radical, prob-
ably just above the mouth of Woodwards Creek, and
named it for his 10 sixteen month old son Donnelly. On
October 15, 1907 Charley R. Watson moved the office
24 miles down the Fork to serve the Billie Fork Village
(sic) at the Big Sinking confluence, across from the site
of the Estill County post office of Crystal which had
closed in July. Watson’s office then took the Crystal
name. After a move in 1910 half a mile east, the new
Crystal closed in mid October 1915.

Crystal, however, was not the first name of the original
Estill County post office. That office, at the forks of
Millers Creek, had been established on June 10, 1903
as Simcoe with James H. Howell, postmaster, to serve
the short-lived Kentucky Northern Railroad station of
Odas.16 On June 2, 1906 Howell had his office renamed
Crystal. The Simcoe, Crystal, and Odas names also re-
main underived.

The Simcoe name was given to another office estab-
lished on August 13, 1906 by Charles Eveleth to serve
the Simcoe Station in Lee County, the Kentucky
Northern’s terminus several miles up Big Sinking Creek.
Through July 1909 it also served several small villages,
including one called Newtown. By this time the Simcoe
Land Company had extended the latter Kentucky
Northern’s line five miles to Bald Rock. The latter was
soon abandoned with the exhaustion of the timber on
which it depended.

Big Sinking Creek and its Little Sinking branch each
had its own post office. One of Kentucky’s few unique
names was applied to a post office in the developing
oil producing region some eleven miles up Big Sinking
from its Billeys Fork confluence. According to tradi-
tion, Simpson Crabtree had been unsuccessful in get-
ting any of his several proposed names (Burke,
Crabtree, Big Sinking, Booth, and maybe others) ac-
cepted by the postal authorities. Each name submitted
was either too long or already in use, and he was re-
peatedly advised to suggest another.

Finally, he wrote that he had sent in all the names he
was going to, and demanded that the postal authorities
“fix ‘er” themselves. The office was thus established,
on July 26, 1917, as Fixer. Crabtree’s son-in-law George
W. Booth, Jr., the local storekeeper, was the first of its

company, and that section of the river was not opened
for navigation till November 14, 1914. The post office
closed two weeks later.15

The Yellow Rock post office, Lee County’s most re-
cent, operated from February 10, 1941 to 1983 and
served a limestone quarry and the Yellow Rock (rail)
Station, two miles above Willow. With Lillian Damrel
as first postmaster, it was obviously named for the sta-
tion and the yellow cast of the rock quarried nearby for
road construction. On a pre-World War One manuscript
map the site was identified as Spottswood.

POST OFFICES ON THE KENTUCKY RIVER’S BRANCHES IN

LEE COUNTY

Two Lee County streams—Billeys Fork and Big Sink-
ing Creek—meet at the Estill County line to form the 6
½ mile long Millers Creek which joins the Kentucky
River six miles above the Estill seat of Irvine. Three
post offices served the 72 mile long extension of the
county line up Billeys Fork.

The first of these was Radical, established on January
16, 1883 on the Estill County side of the Fork. Shortly
thereafter it was moved to Lee County, some thirteen
miles north-northwest of Beattyville. Lucy E. Smyth,
its first postmaster, was succeeded by her storekeeper-
miller husband John M., and in September 1900 by
Hugh T. Williams, who saw it closed at the end of 1918.

On May 5, 1922 Williams re-established the office back
on the Estill side of the Fork, just opposite the mouth
of Yellow Jacket Branch, but instead of his first prefer-
ence Radical, it was called Audra. Shortly after his re-
tirement in January 1940, Williams was succeeded by
Ruth Childers and the office was again moved to Lee
County, half a mile from the Fork, where it closed for
good in April 1941. Neither Radical nor Audra have
been name derived.

Audra four-bar of 1941 (PMCC)
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Track”. This was named for a bear’s footprint at the
edge of a sandstone rock on a ninety foot high cliff that
extends along the northwest side of the present Ky 52.
The tale is told of a young Indian who was chased by a
wounded bear to the edge of the cliff. Here both the lad
and the pursuing bear hesitated, but before the bear
could make a final attempt to reach the lad both fell
from the cliff to their deaths, leaving their footprints in
the soft mud on the rock.

Over time the mud hardened and the clear prints of lad
and bear were visible for many years. But from weather
and vandalism the boy’s print has faded into obscurity
while the bear’s, though faint, can still be seen. On May
16, 1908 Floyd Hughes established in this vicinity the
Bear Track post office which closed in late September
1933. About this time a tourist camp with cabins, pic-
nic grounds, and an outdoor platform for square dances
was built and soon became the county’s leading scenic
spot and tourist attraction. Since then the name has ex-
tended to a lookout tower, school, youth camp, and the
surrounding neighborhood eight miles northwest of
Beattyville.

POST OFFICES IN THE LEE COUNTY SECTION OF THE KEN-
TUCKY RIVER’S STURGEON CREEK (AND ITS BRANCHES)

Where Sturgeon Creek joins the river, six miles below
Beattyville, is the village and active post office of
Heidelberg. According to tradition, this site was settled
early in the nineteenth century by Joseph Brandenburg
(or Brandenberg) (1767-1864), a native Virginian. By
the earliest years of the twentieth century it had be-
come a booming lumber town with an L&A station and
a post office established on March 3, 1904 by Harlan

W. Quillen (with Lucien Treadway,
its first postmaster.)

It’s not known when the name was
first applied to the place, but it was
probably not before the 1890s. It’s
believed to have been named for
the Brandenburg family’s ancestral
home in Germany18 or the famed
German university as suggested by
a group of local citizens (Judge
Gourley, “Beefjack” Brandenburgh
(sic), S.P. Brandenburgh, a local
storekeeper, and Charley Quillen)
who were planning for a college at
the site.19 Or both. Little remains
but the post office, a store, some

homes, and several churches.

postmasters.17 Fixer failed to survive the decline in oil
production; it lost its post office in July 1968, its store
is gone, and few people any longer call it home.

The inexplicably named Greeley operated intermittently
from December 9, 1900 through July 1920 three fourths
of a mile up Little Sinking
Creek which joins Big Sinking
six miles above its Billeys Fork
confluence. Richard A.
Childers was its first postmas-
ter. On June 28, 1934 it was re-
established by Mrs. Minerva
Crabtree at the mouth of
Rockhouse Hollow (now
Reynolds Fork), just north of
Whites Hollow. In 1950 Mrs.
Myrtle Smith had it moved one mile north to the mouth
of Cole Branch, eighteen miles northwest of Beattyville,
where it closed seven years later.

At the southeast end of the 1 1/2 mile long Hatton Hol-
low that joins Big Sinking two miles below the mouth
of Little Sinking, is the large rock called “The Bear

Fixer four-bar of 1927 (PMCC)

Postmark portion of a
Greeley Doane cancel
from 1906 (PMCC)

Bear Track four-bar on post card of 1908, the first year the office operated.
(PMCC)
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By 1931 the post office had been moved to a site five
miles south of the river. In 1925 the rail line was aban-
doned and in 1948 the post office was moved three  more
miles up the creek to about where Banford had been
when it closed. From 1949 till it closed six years later,
the Cressmont office was serving the eastern edge of
Farmer’s Ridge, the Stonecoal Church, and the Mt. Eagle
School, a mile or so west of Delvinta.

In 1907-08 the Kentucky Coal Development Company
built a three mile long rail line from Caryton (across the
river from Heidelberg, at a junction with the Kentucky
Rockcastle and Cumberland) up Sturgeon Creek and its
Duck Fork branch, to the mouth of Elk Fork to serve
the village of Ida May. On
February 3, 1908 William E.
Taylor opened the local post
office as Idamay. In 1909 the
line was acquired by the
L&A and shortly became the
Sturgeon Creek branch of
the L&N with its terminus as
the Ida May Station. The line
was abandoned in 1935 and
the post office, still at the
mouth of Elk, 6 ½ miles
southwest of Beattyville (via Ky 587 and 11) closed at
the end of September 1942. By the late 1970s only Billy
Steel’s large store remained at the site. It’s simply as-
sumed that Ida May was named for a woman but no one
knows who, and Taylor’s first proposed name, possibly
Mavid, doesn’t offer a clue.

Two post offices served the area where Lee, Owsley,
and Jackson Counties meet, in the dividing ridge of the
Station Camp and Sturgeon watersheds (more specifi-
cally at the head of the Grassy Fork of Sturgeon’s Up-
per Sinking Creek branch), an area long and aptly called
The Old Orchard.

The first, from July 10, 1912 through 1914, was Trilby,
with James Houston Farmer and Jesse Brandenburg, its
only postmasters. Its precise location is not known but
Farmer’s Site Location Report has it five miles west of
Sturgeon Creek (probably by way of the Hall Ridge
Road) and one fourth of a mile from a county line (un-
specified) . We can merely speculate on its name. A town
in Pasco County, Florida, founded in 1895 as McLeod,
and then called Macon, is known to have become Trilby
in 1901 soon after the publication, in 1894, of George
du Maurier’s novel of this name.

In 1897 Captain Morgan Treadway, a Booneville attor-
ney, retired to a site on Elkhorn Branch of Sturgeon,
half a mile within Lee County, where his passion for
grapes led to his planting vines along the stream’s banks.
A year later (on November 18, 1898) he established a
post office (to be maintained for the next forty four years
by his wife Florence, nee Horton) and named it Delvinta
[now pronounced locally dehl/vihn/tee], referring to “a
place of vines”. In March 1942 the Treadways’ daugh-
ter Lucy T. Brandenburg succeeded her mother and
moved the office one fourth of a mile northwest to a
point two miles from Sturgeon Creek where it closed in
May 1955.20

Banford, another Sturgeon Creek office, was established
with Alfred Marcum as first postmaster, on May 26, 1902
at a site three miles from the river and Heidelberg. By
1913 it had been moved some three miles further up the
creek and was serving a station on the Kentucky
Rockcastle and Cumberland Railroad that had been built
by the Turkey Foot Lumber Company, a West Virginia
firm, to ship logs from its timber operations in Jackson
County. By 1927 the office had been moved to the mouth
of Copperas Cave Branch, nearly eight miles from the
river, where it closed in February 1934. Its name deri-
vation has not been learned.

Some three miles below Banford (and two miles from
the river) the Turkey Foot Lumber Company built a saw-
mill and rail station (with its shops and offices) which
they named Turkey Foot. E.E. Clark applied for a post
office, but instead of Turkey Foot, the office, which
opened on May 2, 1914, with James A. Heaton, post-
master, was called Cressmont for the company’s Clay
County, West Virginia home town that had been named
for the Crescent Lumber Company and its hilly terrain.
Like other lumber towns in the Kentucky River water-
shed, Lee County’s Cressmont didn’t last long. With
timber depletion the mill closed in 1925 and the resi-
dents of this company town moved away.

Delvinta four-bar of 1915 (PMCC)

Idamay Depression-era
style 4-bar of 1932
(PMCC)
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POST OFFICES ON THE KENTUCKY RIVER’S MIDDLE FORK

AND BRANCHES

The Middle Fork heads in the southwest corner of Leslie
County and drains most of that county, the western part
of Breathitt County, and the southeastern part of Lee
County before it joins the North Fork three miles above
Beattyville. The main stream and branches of its Lee
County section were served by at least ten post
offices.The earliest, Twin Mills, was at the mouth of Ivy
Patch Creek, nine miles above Beattyville. Between
December 14, 1874 and late July 1879, it served two
flour mills and a pair of general stores in a settlement
also known as Ivy Patch (said to have been named for
the ivy vines along its 1.6 mile course). Alexander P.
Crawford and Ira S. Profitt were its only postmasters.

The three Welsh-Born Pryse brothers, David (1834-
1904), E(lias) M(organ) (1838-1896) and Thomas
(1844-1917), sons of John, a civil engineer, came to
America before the Civil War and settled in what be-
came Lee County. By the time the county was estab-
lished, they had acquired much land there and were
operating several businesses, including stores, a hotel,
and a coal mine in the greater Beattyville area. David
and E.M., in turn, represented Lee and Estill Counties
in the Kentucky legislature, while David and Thomas
were among the incorporators of the Three Forks Lum-
ber Company in 1891. The first of the two post offices
named for them was the short-lived (February 28, 1881
to July 23, 1883) Pryse operated by Miles Chapman
Crawford just below the mouth of Lower Twin Creek,
virtually on the Breathitt County line.22

In the winter of 1889-90 the Kentucky Union Railroad
reached the Breathitt-Lee County boundary area recently
served by the first Pryse post office. On June 20 an-
other office was established to serve the new station and
its community. It would have been called Middleport
for its location on the Breathitt side of the line, between
the Lower and Upper Twin Creeks, but was called Bow-
man instead for the local descendants of Nicholas Bow-
man who had acquired land on Lower Twin in the 1830s.

On May 14,
1892 first post-
master Stephen
J. Crawford had
the office name
changed to
Athol [aeth/uhl]
for his ancestral
home in Scot-

This very influential novel tells of Trilby O’Ferrell, an
artist’s model, who falls under the power of a Hungar-
ian musician named Svengali who hypnotizes her into
becoming a fabulous singer, who, on his death, when
he apparently loses control of her, loses her voice, and
brokenheartedly dies too. Could this name also be the
source of the Lee County post office as it apparently
was of a Toledo, Ohio suburb and a Person County, North
Carolina town later called Allensville?

On June 26, 1916 Jesse Brandenburg re-established the
post office to serve the Old Orchard vicinity, but in-
stead of this name, his preference, he called it Arvel and
opened it just over the Owsley County line. Whence
Arvel is not known; since this was an early twentieth
century male given name in those parts it’s assumed it
was named for one or more local men but no one has
yet been singled out. For the next few years the office
was moved about barely within Owsley County till, in
1930, it was moved by Harden K. Gray to his Lee County
store to serve the Goocey Oil Field, a small pool with
several producing wells on Jim Goocey’s farm. Shortly
thereafter, it was at the vicinity of the Gum Sulphur
Church near the head of Grassy Fork, just short of the
Jackson County line. where it closed in 1973.

Earnestville was another Owsley County office with an
underived name that was later moved to Lee County. It
had been established on May 14, 1891, with Emma L.

Rader, postmaster, at
the mouth of Wild
Dog Creek which
joins Sturgeon at the
Lee-Owsley line.21 In
1915 it was on the
Kentucky Rockcastle
and Cumberland
(Turkey Foot) Rail-
road, only fifty yards
from the Lee County
line. From May 1948

till it closed in May 1959 it was in Lee County, on the
east side of Sturgeon, a couple of miles above Cressmont.

Between 1935 and 1943 Rollin and Millard Spencer ran
the Spencer Ridge post office at the southeastern end of
its name source, just east of Dump Branch, and a mile
north of the latter’s Sturgeon confluence.

Earnestville four-bar of 1950
during the time the office was in
Lee County (PMCC)

Athol four-bar of 1932 (PMCC)
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was moved again two miles up Lynams where, on No-
vember 1, 1934, its name was changed to the inexpli-
cable Lone. As such, this office survives.

Also, on November
1, 1934, the Zold
post office was re-
named Tallega
where it continued
as such till it was
suspended in March
1993.

A little over a mile
above the North-
Middle Forks

confluence, just north of the present Ky 52, lies the small
village, with active post office, of St. Helens. The area
it served had been settled by the 1840s by James
McGuire and his family and was first called Canaan (at
least by the early 1870s), probably for a local church.
Yet even earlier, in the 1790s, a land company may have
had ambitious plans for a town here, for J. Russell’s
1794 map identifies at the confluence a Franklinville
that never materialized.

The first post office to serve the Canaan community (a
village of some one hundred residents by the early
1880s) was the curiously named Lewellen. As the first
name proposed for it, Relief, was in use in Morgan
County, postmaster Josiah (later Joseph) J. Walton
named it for Louellen (nee ca. 1850, who later married
Henry Duff), a daughter of his neighbor James McGuire.
How it came out as Lewellen, a Welsh name, is anyone’s
guess. Yet this was the spelling given in Walton’s Site
Location Report of March 5, 1883 so the error was not
one of the many made by careless clerks in Washing-
ton. The office officially operated between March 16,
1883 and mid-September 1887, five miles above
Beattyville. 25

Shortly thereafter the Kentucky Union Railroad ex-
tended its line from Powell County down Walkers Creek
to the North Fork and up the Middle Fork with plans
for a station at Canaan to be called St. Helens. These
plans may have been in the making for several years
before the railroad actually arrived in the winter of 1889-
90, for Hoeing’s Preliminary Map of Southeast Ken-
tucky (1886) shows St. Helens just within the confluence
as the southern terminus of the K.U. Railroad.

On November 9, 1883 Henry B. McGuire, Louellen’s
brother, re-established the post office, probably intend-
ing it as St. Helens, for the new station, but operated it

land.23 In April 1927 Thomas C. Spencer moved the of-
fice 390 rail yards north to a site on the east side of
Lower Twin, less than 200 yards within Lee County.
Here it closed in 1989.

Several other post offices served the area at the mouth
of Bear Creek first ministered by the Bear Creek post
office. An office called America for its first postmaster
America Crawford (nee ca. 1850, the daughter of Samuel
and Rachel Plummer, and wife of James Griffin
Crawford, son of Bear Creek’s postmaster Claiborne
Crawford) was established on June 22, 1886. By 1890
it was serving a station on the newly arrived Kentucky
Union Railroad. On October 26, 1892, when Mary B.
Bowling became postmaster, its name was changed to
Tallega [tuhl/eegh/uh or tuhl/eegh/ee]. This name’s deri-
vation remains an enigma. It was not, as popularly be-
lieved, one of the Scottish place names given to K.U.
stations in the early 1890s. No such name has ever been
found in Scotland.24

On December 24, 1898 Cordy H. Hieronymus became
Tallega’s postmaster. In 1899, if not earlier, the office
and rail station were moved at least a mile up Middle
Fork to a site just below the mouth of Coal Branch. To
replace the office at the mouth of Bear, Hieronymus, on
July 2, 1899, opened the Monica post office which he
ran, alone, till mid April 1922. Monica, the name of the
local rail station since at least 1893, is another mistak-
enly credited with a Scottish derivation, whose true ori-
gin is unknown.

In 1904 the Tallega post of-
fice was moved another mile
and a half up Middle Fork
(south) to Strong’s Store,
about half a mile up the
Middle Fork branch of
Lynam’s Creek. Here Rosa
B. Strong maintained the of-
fice, though the station con-
tinued at its Coal Branch site.
In 1914 the Tallega office
was back at the mouth of
Coal Branch, with John E.C. Johnson, postmaster, where
it would serve the Johnsonville Station on the L&N’s
new course cutting across the bend south of Middle Fork.

On July 23, 1915 Joseph P. Sutton established the Zold
post office (name also underived) to serve the Tallega
station and community a mile up Ivy Patch Creek (which
joins the Middle Fork opposite Lynams Creek), one mile
east of the Tallega post office. But in 1923 the latter

This type 2 Doane cancel
was used at Tallega post
office beginning about
1904. (PMCC)

Zold four-bar of 1932 (PMCC)
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North Fork 5 ½ stream miles above (northeast of)
Beattyville. Some three miles up Walkers was the
Fincastle Station and the developing settlement served
by it. This area was first settled around 1825 by Edward
Kincaid and his family of Lee County, Va. They were
later joined by Shackelfords, Thomases, Smiths, Eastins,
and Cables. The station and community are said to have
been named for Fincastle County, Virginia which, from
1772 to 1776, took in all of Kentucky east of the Ten-
nessee River. By the mid 1890s the community con-
sisted of the station, the Fincastle post office, estab-
lished on September 24, 1890 by John E. Morris, three
stores, several mills, and other businesses. It soon be-
came a center of oil and gas production. All gone. Only
some area homes remain.

Sometime after the Civil War the Lucas’s, Coomers, and
other families settled an area between the Laurel and
Low Shoal Branches of the North Fork. A community
grew up there called Pattonsville for a local storekeeper
and leading citizen Patton Coomer. Here, in 1892, came
Charles and Joseph Hooker Hieronymus, the sons of
George Whitfield Hieronymus of nearby Spring Grove-
Hieronymus Ford, and cousins to Cordy H. Hieronymus
of Tallega and Monica. In their
crossroads store and blacksmith
shop Joseph established a post
office on July 21, 1893 and
named it Primrose for the yel-
low flowers that profusely
bloomed in that area. The office
on Rt. 2017, 1.3 miles north of
Ky 52, now occupies what’s

till February 4, 1889 as St. Hellena. Then the
name was corrected, and it’s been St. Helens
ever since. Whence St. Helens, probably
brought in by the railroad, is not known.

Sometime in the late 1880s some land de-
velopers from Baltimore, attracted by the
area’s strategic location and the prospect of
a major lumber processing and shipping cen-
ter, acquired land there and laid out a town
they would call Three Forks City. In fact, they
went as far as having it incorporated in that
name by the Kentucky General Assembly on
April 19, 1890. But their plans too failed to
materialize and they sold the land back to its
original owners, apparently taking the im-
pressive name with them. By the mid 1890s,
as St. Helens, the community had stores, a
hotel, two stave mills, a depot, post office,
G.D. Hieronymus’ sawmill, and other busi-
nesses.

In 1900, near a canyon with
a natural falls, 1 ½ miles up
Bear Creek, Dr. Edward 0.
Guerrant opened one of a
network of settlement
schools in eastern Kentucky.
The vicinity may first have
been called Canters Chapel
for a local church, though on
October 14, 1909 Andrew
Jackson (“Uncle Jack”)
Bowman established the lo-

cal post office as Canyon Falls. The settlement school
has long survived the closing of the post office in late
1957. The falls are gone too, having been dynamited
into nonexistence for the construction of Ky 708 along
Bear Creek.

POST OFFICES ON THE KENTUCKY RIVER’S NORTH FORK

AND BRANCHES

The North Fork heads near Jenkins (in Letcher County,
Ky) and drains most of Letcher, Perry, and Breathitt
Counties till it meets the South Fork at Beattyville to
form the main channel of the Kentucky River. The first
two offices in the Lee County section of this stream were
Devils Creek and Shackelford (see above). Seven other
offices also served this valley and its branches.

The Kentucky Union Railroad extended along the east
side of the six mile long Walkers Creek which heads
just south of Torrent (in Wolfe County) and joins the

Map 3  Some of the Lee County post offices of Middle and North Forks
of Kentucky River (USGS 1:50,000)

Canyon Falls four-bar of
1932 (PMCC)

Primrose cds of 1904
(PMCC)
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place on a rubber stamp that its first postmaster Thomas
Colwell used to cancel the mail. It was first established
on March 29, 1904 at an unlocated site on or just south
of the North Fork, near the old Hieronymus Ford. It
closed in March 1906, but was re-established by A.B.
Davis on April 30, 1907 probably at or near the mouth
of Fraleys Creek. According to Dillard H. Bradley’s
January 1909 Site Location Report, it was then moved
one mile west to a site one mile up Brinks (now Blankey)
Branch of the North Fork, where it closed again in July
1913. Christopher C. Spencer re-established it again in
1919 at the mouth of Brinks where it again served the
Hieronymus Ford vicinity. It was again moved, in 1934,
back to Fraleys Branch to serve a place called Glen Eden,
half a mile south of the North Fork, where it closed for
good in 1954.

Just west of Brinks (Blankey) Branch, two miles west
of Williba, and 22 miles northeast of Primrose, was Vada.
This office, whose name is also not derived, was estab-
lished by Barney Spencer on April 6, 1936 and closed
in 1991.

POST OFFICES ON THE KENTUCKY RIVER’S SOUTH FORK

AND ITS BRANCHES

Lee’s South Fork valley was served by two post offices.
Lower Buffalo was established on July 14, 1914, one
fourth of a mile up the three mile long South Fork branch
for which it was named. Malcom Brandenburg was its
first postmaster. When it closed in late August 1959 it
was on the Fork itself, 750 yards above the mouth of
Lower Buffalo, and six miles south of Beattyville.

Between December 22, 1922 and mid-December 1928
Richard L. Turner operated an office one fourth of a
mile up Paw Paw Creek which joins the South Fork one
mile below (north of) Lower Buffalo. As his preferred
name Paw Paw was in use in Pike County. Turner named
his office Enoch for his sixteen year old son.

believed to be Kentucky’s smallest post office building
(sixty four square feet). The store, the community’s fo-
cus since the turn of the twentieth century, closed in
1999.

The Fillmore post office was
established by, and undoubt-
edly named for, Millard
Fillmore Stamper, near the
head of Bear Creek on Febru-
ary 15, 1899 to serve a local-
ity called Enon. Sometime be-
fore 1915 it was moved to the
head of the North Fork’s Brush

Creek, two miles south of the North Fork, where it was
suspended in October 1992.

Two post offices served an L&E (later L&N) station at
the mouth of Walkers Branch. The station was first called
Beattyville Junction for the meeting of the L&E and the
Louisville and Atlantic Railroad coming up the North
Fork from the county seat, 52 miles below. The first of
the offices was Browne, operated between October 3,
1900 and mid-January 1911 by James G. and Lena
Whisman and William Treadway. On January 22, 1920
John D. Olinger reopened the office as Airdale, for the
station had since taken that name.26 Neither Airdale
(Airedale) nor Browne has been explained but both
names are likely to have been given by the L&E Rail-
road.27 The office closed in 1936. Airedale is now shown
on maps where the Fincastle Road (Rt. 2016) crosses
the North Fork, half a mile above the mouth of Walkers.
Nothing remains at either site. The railroad is long gone.

According to tradition, the post
office of Williba [wihl/uh/bee]
was named for Willoughby,
one of several English locali-
ties whence the ancestors of
some of the area’s pioneer set-
tlers may have come. The name
is said to have been corrupted
to make it short enough to

Fillmore type 2 Doane
cancel of 1905 (PMCC)

Airdale four-bar of 1937 (PMCC)

Williba type 2 Doance
cancel of 1904 (PMCC)

Lower Buffalo four-bar of 1951
(PMCC)
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Less than a mile up Rt. 1036, west from Zachariah, just
short of the Wolfe County line, and one mile east of the
Lee, Wolfe, and Powell Counties convergence, was the
once oil company town of Leeco [lee/koh]. It was es-
tablished by the Petroleum Exploration Company to
house its workers upon their discovery of area oil de-
posits just after the First World War, and was named for
the county. The post office opened on October 6, 1920
with Mrs. Flossie Ash Kimble, postmaster, and closed
in early November 1990.29

The Oil post office served the Big Sinking Pool oil pro-
ducing area from May 29, 1918 through April 1939 at
several locations along the present Ky 11, 4 ½ to five
miles north of Beattyville. Buford Bowman was its first
postmaster.

From June 18 1925 through March 1950 the post office
of Congleton served a small settlement on Ky 11, two
miles south of Beattyville and the river. With Algin Cecil,
its first postmaster, it was named for the descendants of
Isaac and William Congleton who had acquired much
area land in the 1830s and 40s.30

CONCLUSION

Six of the fifty-five operating Lee County post offices
[Beattyville, St. Helens, Heidelberg, Zoe, Lone, and
Primrose] are still active. Beattyville’s serves the
county’s only incorporated place. Seven are known to

POST OFFICES ON AND JUST OFF (THE PRESENT) KY. RTE.
11

Kentucky 11, one of eastern Kentucky’s major two lane
highways, extends north and south through Lee County.
Straddling the Wolfe-Lee County line, just off Ky 11,
and 9 1/2 miles north of Beattyville, is the hamlet with
the recently discontinued post office of Zachariah. The
office was established by and named for Zachariah C.
Ponder, its first postmaster, on March 9, 1883 and closed
in mid December 1894.28

On May 24, 1901 Edward A. Shoemaker opened an-
other office 1.8 miles south of the Zachariah site which
he would call Earnest for a son or nephew (ne April
1896) but, instead, gave it the underived name Zoe [zoh].
On June 6, 1902 Shoemaker had Zoe changed to
Zachariah, and on September 5, 1908 John D. Spencer
had the office removed to near the old Zachariah site,
but a short distance across the Wolfe County line, where
it was discontinued in late August 1918. On April 14,
1915, however, George Stamper re-established the Zoe
post office three miles south of Zachariah and the Wolfe
County line. On July  16, 1926 Zachariah was re-estab-
lished by James Olney Williams one mile south of the
county line and 2 ½ miles north of Zoe. After several
short moves in the 1930s, the Zachariah post office was
suspended in early October 1992 while Zoe’s post of-
fice still operates just off Ky 11, still two miles south of
Zachariah and the Wolfe County line.

Zacharia four-bar of 1933 (PMCC)

Zoe four-bar of 1942 (PMCC)

Leeco four-bar of 1935 (PMCC)

Congleton four-bar of 1941 (PMMC)
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have been the center of villages, while the others
served rural neighborhoods with one or more coun-
try stores, a school, maybe a rail station, and one or
more churches.

Three offices were authorized but never operated. Wil-
liam Pendleton’s order of March 26, 1906 to estab-
lish Usona at an unknown location was rescinded on
September 7. On the aptly named Contrary Creek (in
high tide its flow sometimes seemingly changes di-
rections), C.L. Taggart, probably to serve the Con-
trary Creek Coal Company, established the Contrary
post office, but his order of October 16, 1907 was
rescinded in February 1908. Ambrose T. Graf’s au-
thorization of June 26, 1919 for the Bigsinking post
office to serve the oil operations of that valley was
rescinded on July 16.

Local or area persons/families were the sources of
twelve post office names, while one name honored a
well known, non local person. Six offices had geo-
graphic or descriptive names. Five were named for
distant places, while one was named for the county,
and another for an earlier county which included the
future Lee. To six offices were transferred the names
of local or nearby features (three streams, one shoal,
one lock and dam, and one ridge.) Four were named
for local economic or other activities, companies, or
products. Fixer is said to have been named by the
Post Office Department, while Trilby may have been
named for a character in a popular novel. Several
explanations were offered for Whynot. Seventeen
names have not been derived while two offices have
not been precisely located.

Twelve offices had names that were not the first pro-
posed for them, while sixteen served communities, ru-
ral neighborhoods, or rail stations with other names,
and seven had name changes.

PMCC indicates that the illustration is from the PostMark
Collectors Club Margie Pfund Memorial Postmark
Museum & Research Center Collection.

ENDNOTES

1. Lee County, Virginia was named for Henry (Lighthorse Harry) Lee, a
Revolutionary War officer and later Virginia governor who, coincidentally,
was Robert E. Lee’s father.

2. The Louisville and Atlantic Railway line between Irvine and Beattyville
was completed in 1902. Two years before, the L&A had acquired the 5 ½
mile long Winchester and Beattyville Railroad between Beattyville and
Beattyville Junction (later called Airedale) where they met the Lexington
and Eastern (formerly the Kentucky Union) line from Lexington to Jack-
son.

3. Miles Nicholas Crawford, Early Pioneers on the Three Forks of the Ken-
tucky River, Cullman, Alabama, 1984.

4. The spelling error was probably made by the Post Office Department.

5. In its act establishing the county the General Assembly named Proctor its
seat. Beattyville neighbors and some residents of Canaan, just above the
North-Middle Forks confluence, objected, and after special commission hear-
ings and votes, the seat was officially moved to Beattyville.

6. “The Old Muster Ground near the Old Landing Sinks” was so identified
in an 1825 deed from Samuel Drake to Jacob Meadows. (According to Robert
Smallwood, the editor of the Beattyville (Weekly) Enterprise in his Lee
County Historical Notes, a WPA manuscript, 1936.)

7. Louisville: John P. Morton, 1917, Pp. 131-32 and Frankfort: The State
Journal Co., 1934, respectively.

8. Perhaps Somerset was one of the many late eighteenth-early nineteenth
century towns that land companies proposed for many sections of Ken-
tucky but never materialized.

9. Bear in mind, though, that only the post office bore this name; theplace it
served has continued to the present to be called Old Landing.

10. From the WPA Federal Writers of North Carolina survey of place names,
reported in The State, a weekly survey of North Carolina, Vol. 11 (38), Feb-
ruary 19, 1944, P. 9

Oil post office served the Big
Sinking Pool oil production area
from 1918 to 1939. This card
displays a 1937 four-bar from Oil.
(PMCC)
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11. Lilian L. Fitzpatrick, Nebraska Place-Names, New Edition, Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1960, Pp. 34-35, based on an entry in the
1925 edition of her book.

12. Mentioned in the Louisville Courier-Journal, February 24, 1904, P.4,
and called to my attention by Tom Stephens of the Kentucky Historical
Society, November 12, 1999. cf Charles M. Alexander’s Gospel Songs, New
York: Fleming H. Revell Co., 1908, P. 151

13. Named for Mike Stufflebean, one of the pioneer Hessian brothers.

14. Russell Gilbert of Irvine, Ky., in a letter to the author, January 23, 1970.
Evoline, however her name was spelled, and this varied from record to record,
was born in 1834, but was widowed before 1870, and was still living in
1900.

15. Leland R. Johnson and Charles E. Parrish, Kentucky River Develop-
ment: The Commonwealth’s Waterway, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Lou-
isville District, 1999, Pp. 129ff

16. Little is known of this rail line which extended for eight miles from the
L&A station of Pryse (in Estill County), and nothing is recalled of Odas
which was Howell’s first name preference for his Simcoe office.

17. After nearly thirty years Booth was succeeded, in September 1946, by
his daughter Maudie Moorefield and then Alma Booth till the office closed
in July 1968.

18. Joseph, born in Hampshire County, Virginia, was the son of a German
immigrant Mathias Brandenburg.

19. E.C. Brandenburgh in a typescript memo (September 15, 1975) to W.J.
Moore, on file in the Lee County vertical files, Kentucky Historical Society
Library.

20. Florence Horton Treadway, Delvinta’s longtime postmaster and store-
keeper, died in December 1961, at 101 years of age. The account of the post
office’s name came from Rena Niles’ published interview with Mrs.
Treadway, “Salt of the Earth” in the Louisville Courier Journal Magazine,
August 15, 1954, Pp. 28-30

21. The probably aptly named Wild Dog Creek was a well populated area in
the 1930s whose residents sold out to the federal government and left. It has
since been an all but uninhabited section of the Daniel Boone National For-
est.

22. The second Pryse post office was established by David in Estill

County in 1904, and by the First World War was serving an important

oil producing area known as Texola. cf Robert M. Rennick, Kentucky’s Blue-
grass: A Survey of the Post Offices, Lake Grove, Or: The Depot, 1993, P.
116

23. Atholl or Athole, the seat of the Dukes of Athol, is a mountainous dis-
trict in northern Perthshire, Scotland, at the southern base of the Grampion
Mountains. The city of Athol in Worcester County, Massachusetts is said to
have been named in 1762 by one of its proprietors John Murray for his
father, the then Duke of Athol.

24. The Scottish place names authority W.F.H. Nicolaisen, now at the Uni-
versity of Aberdeen, discounted the provenance of Tallega in a letter to the
author, September 25, 2001. The closest Tallega comes to any other found
in the U.S. is Talega Canyon near San Diego, Cal. derived from the Spanish
“bag” or “sack” for its shape; or Talladega for several features (county,
mountain, creek, and towns) in Alabama whose name derived from a
Muskogean word for a place on the border. But whether the Lee County
station and post office was named for either of these, or anything else, is not
known.

25. Other Lewellen postmasters included Louellen’s sister Louisa and her
sister-in-law Mattie B.

26. Actually, the station name was Airedale while the post office was Airdale.

27. Airedale, where the airedale terriers were first bred, is the valley of the
seventy mile long River Aire in Yorkshire, England, but if or why this name
was given to a Lee County rail station is not known.

28. Ponder had first proposed his family name for the new office but that
name would shortly be given to another office in Clay County.

29. Durham was the first name proposed for what became the Leeco post
office. Incidentally, from its inception till 1926, when Zachariah was re-
established, Leeco also served the Zachariah area.

30. New Point was the first name proposed for what became Congleton.
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Out with the Old; In with the
New

USCG Cutter Mackinaw
(WAGB-83) & (WLBB-30)

 by Paul E. Petosky
Marinette Marine Corporation was founded along the
Menominee River in Marinette, Wisconsin, in 1942
to meet America’s growing need for naval construc-
tion. Since their first contract to build five wooden
barges, Marinette Marine Corporation has built more
than 1,300 vessels. The company operates a full ser-
vice shipyard with in-house capabilities to design and
construct the most complex vessels, and has earned
an international reputation for its ability to build tech-
nologically advanced vessels. 

One of the great marvels in shipbuilding history came
to life at Marinette Marine on April 2, 2005, with the
launching of the new United States Coast Guard Cutter
Mackinaw (WLBB-30), the replacement of the current
United States Coast Guard Cutter Mackinaw (WAGB-
83).

The USCGC Mackinaw (WAGB-83) is the only U.S.
heavy ice-breaking resource assigned to the Great Lakes.
Constructed in 1944, by the Toledo Shipbuilding Com-
pany, USCGC Mackinaw was the world’s largest and
most powerful icebreaker at the time and represented
the state of the art in icebreaking technology. But after
60 years of continuous service, it has become increas-
ingly costly to support. It is important to note, the
USCGC Mackinaw was to have been named Manitowoc
but the Navy had already assigned that name to a frig-
ate.    

The Coast Guard is charged with maintaining a heavy
icebreaking capability on the Great Lakes. This capa-
bility includes keeping channels and harbors open to
navagation in response to the reasonable demands of
commerce to meet winter shipping needs. Since 1944
that mission has been performed by the Mackinaw. The
new Coast Guard icebreaker Mackinaw will relieve her
namesake of that mission once she is commissioned.
The current Mackinaw (WAGB-83) will be decommis-
sioned on the same day that the new Mackinaw (WLBB-
30) is commissioned at a ceremony in Cheboygan,
Michigan, during the summer of 2006. The new Macki-
naw will have multi-mission capabilities in addition to
heavy icebreaking that include; servicing buoys, search
and rescue, and law enforcement.

The new USCGC Mackinaw will have a crew of nine
officers and 47 enlisted personnel, and is scheduled
to be delivered to the Coast Guard on October 15,
2005. At that time she will be placed in commission
special. The new icebreaker is powered by three Cat-
erpillar diesel engines enabling her to break through
32 inches of level ice at three knots. Twin Azipods—
3360 KW each, 9012 SHP Propulsion Units with
fixed pitch propellers and a 500 HP Bow Thruster—
will propel the ship, providing unparalleled maneu-
verability. In order to fulfill her buoy tending mis-
sion, the ship has a 20-ton capacity with a 60 foot
extension Appleton Crane for lifting and servicing
aids to navagation. In addition, she is equipped with
an oil spill recovery system and some of the latestUSCGC Mackinaw (WAGB-83) circa 1965.

USCGC Mackinaw (WAGB-83) launch cover.
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technology that includes state of the art navagation,
communication and security systems. Her overall
length is 240-feet, maximun beam 58-feet, draft (full
load) 16 feet and displacement (full load) 3,530 long
tons. 

The wide red bar forward of a narrow blue bar both
canted at 64 degrees above the horizontal with the
Coast Guard emblem superimposed was added on
April 6, 1967. The “slash” for all the Coast Guard
cutters, boats, and aircraft was adopted service-wide
on this same date.

A special thanks goes out to the folks at Marinette
Marine Corporation, LT Erik D. Skow, Public Rela-
tions Officer, USCG, Marinette, WI & John Young,

Universal Ship Cancellation Society for
facts and information on the USCG Cut-
ter Mackinaw (WAGB-83) & (WLBB-
30).

 

USCGC Mackinaw (WLBB-30). Photo courtesy of
Boatnerd.com

USCGC
Mackinaw
(WLBB-30)
christening
ceremony
cover.
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Figure 1 One of the spectacular views at Bryce Canyon National Park that have drawn tourists to the area
for more than 80 years.

The Post Offices of Bryce Canyon Utah
By Dennis H. Pack
Millions of years of erosion have made Bryce Canyon,
Utah, a wonderland of shapes and colors not to be fully
believed until they are experienced in person. Because
of this, Bryce Canyon has been a popular tourist desti-
nation since just after World War I. Visitors have mailed
post cards and other souvenirs along with enthusiastic
descriptions of the scenery and the feelings they had
while viewing it. Over the years, a number of post of-
fices have served Bryce Canyon. This article looks at
them and a few of their postmarks.

Ebenezer Bryce, for whom the canyon is named, settled
in the area in 1875 and grazed cattle in what is now the
park. When was asked what he thought of the canyon,
he is supposed to have replied that it is a heckuva place
to lose a cow. Other visitors have regarded it as a place
of inspiration and awe. A late afternoon April view of
one of the canyon’s gorgeous amphitheatres is shown
in figure 1.

In 1905, President Theodore Roosevelt created the
Sevier National Forest, giving the US Forest Service
responsibility for much of the land where Bryce Can-

yon is located. The forest supervisor, J. W. Humphrey,
set about having a road constructed to the canyon with
the assistance of local homesteaders. He also arranged
for photographers to visit the canyon. The director of
the Utah State Automobile Association drove to the
canyon in 1917. Enthusiasm for Bryce Canyon as a tour-
ist destination was fueled by a 1918 illustrated article
entitled “Utah’s New Wonderland” published in the Salt
Lake Tribune. It was also dampened by the nation’s
involvement in World War I.

In 1919, in spite of Utah’s Governor Bamberger’s re-
fusal to build roads into the area, the Utah Legislature
petitioned the US Congress to create the Temple of the
Gods National Monument to protect Bryce Canyon. The
National Park Service encouraged Utah’s Governor and
Legislature to make Bryce Canyon a State Park, but
they showed little enthusiasm to do so.

A local couple, Reuben C. (Rudy) and Clara Armeda
(Minnie) Syrett, had homesteaded the area in 1916.
They suddenly found themselves with visitors who
needed food and a place to stay. In 1919, they pitched
tents and served lunch to the tourists. Soon, they started
providing beds and cooked meals to those who came to
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and created the Utah Parks Com-
pany as a subsidiary. The Utah
Parks Company began offering
packaged tours of Bryce and Zion
parks in Utah, and the north rim of
the Grand Canyon in Arizona. But
the Union Pacific had problem be-
fore they could fully develop
Bryce Canyon as a tourist haven.
The needed the water rights owned
by Ruby and Minnie Syrett. Ne-
gotiations followed, and the Union
Pacific paid the Syretts $10,000 for
their Tourists Rest and water rights.

Visitors who had stayed at the
Tourists Rest came back to stay

with the Syretts at their ranch. A new road was being
built to Bryce Canyon. The Syretts persuaded the sur-
vey crew that the road should run through the middle
of their land. The Syretts started building Rubys Inn on
the road about three miles from where the Bryce lodge
would be constructed.

Construction of Utah Parks Company lodge at Bryce
Canyon started in 1924. It was complete in 1925 ex-
cept for the stonework around the base. A part of it is
shown in figure 3. By 1927, the Utah Parks Company
built more than 70 cabins near the lodge with more
added in the next few years. Accommodations at Bryce
Canyon ranged from economy to deluxe. Picturesque

gaze at the canyon. A National Park Service history of
Bryce Canyon says, “Whether by design or chance the
Syretts began accommodating tourists.”1

The next spring, the Syretts built tent houses and ob-
tained permission from the State of Utah to build a lodge
named “Tourist’s Rest” on part of a state school land
section. They started to build the Tourist’s Rest, a few
cabins and an outdoor dance floor. Visitors received
good food and hospitable surroundings. Word spread
and more visitors came. Bryce Canyon gained enough
national attention that it was made a National Monu-
ment June 8, 1923.

The first post office in the
area predates the national
monument. It was named
Bryce Canyon, and was lo-
cated in Syrett’s Tourist’s
Rest. Rueben C. Syrett was
designated postmaster
when it was established
May 25, 1921. Mail was
handled through Panguitch
25 miles to the northwest.
Figure 2 shows a card post-
marked at this office Au-
gust 26, 1926.

In 1923, the Union Pacific
Railroad built a spur rail-
road line from their Salt
Lake City - Los Angeles
line to Cedar City, Utah,

Figure 2 Postmark applied by the first Bryce Canyon Post
Office while it was located at Rueben Syrett’s Tourist’s
Rest.

Figure 3 A portion of the lodge built at Bryce Canyon by the Utah Parks Company,
photographed in 1979.
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On April 16, 1927, the Bryce Canyon Post Office was
moved to Rubys Inn just outside the monument and
renamed the Rubys Inn Post Office. Reuben C. Syrett
remained the postmaster. Figure 5 illustrates a card
postmarked at Rubys Inn in 1927.

stationery from the Bryce Canyon Lodge postmarked
at Rubys Inn in 1927 is shown in figure 4. This is from
the collection of Lloyd Shaw.

Figure 5 Card bearing Rubys Inn postmark dated five months after the
original Bryce Canyon Post Office was moved and renamed.

Figure 4 Picturesque stationery available at the Bryce
Canyon Lodge shows the Union Pacific Railroad logo.
Postmarked at Rubys Inn PO.  Courtesy of Lloyd Shaw.

A different Bryce Canyon Post Office was established at
the Bryce Canyon Lodge July 18, 1927, with Charles W.
Morgan as postmaster. Figure 6 shows a card cancelled
at this Bryce Canyon Post Office in 1928.

When it was proposed that Bryce Canyon National Monu-
ment be upgraded to a National Park, new boundaries
were drawn up that included the land needed to protect
the park’s scenic beauty. Negotiations were started to ob-
tain private and state land included within the new bound-
aries. These took four years and involved the Utah Parks
Company. Bryce Canyon National Park was created Feb-

Figure 6 Card postmarked at the new Bryce Canyon Post
Office in the Bryce Canyon Lodge.

Figure 7 Outline map of Bryce Canyon
National Park showing location of post offices
and roads.
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ruary 25, 1928. Additional land was added to the park
in 1931 and 1942. Grazing of livestock within the park
was phased out by 1935. A map of the park is figure 7.

Figure 9 The service window for the Bryce Canyon Post
Office located in the Bryce Canyon lodge photographed in
1979.

Figure 8 Card bearing a Rubys Inn Money Order Business (MOB)
marking canceling a one-cent National Parks stamp.

Starting in 1929, the Bryce Canyon Post Office is listed
as a summer office that closed October 5, 1929, with
mail to Rubys Inn Post Office which remained a year-

round office. After that, the Bryce Canyon
Post Office generally opened between May
15 and June 1, and closed between Septem-
ber 30 and October 15 with mail sent to the
Rubys Inn Post Office when it was closed.
The seasonal service at the lodge continued
until the Bryce Canyon Post Office was dis-
continued December 31, 1942, because of
World War II. It was re-established June 1,
1946, as a summer office, generally operat-
ing each year between the first week of June
and the middle of September. A card post-
marked at Rubys Inn in October 1934 is
shown as figure 8.

The completion of interstate highways made
it easier for visitors to drive to their vacation
destinations. The Union Pacific Railroad
ended passenger train service to Cedar City

in 1958. The railroad was unable to find a buyer for the
Utah Parks Company, so it donated its facilities to the
National Park Service in 1972. The Bryce Canyon Post
Office inside the lodge is shown in figure 9.

The Bryce Canyon Post Office was converted to a Ru-
ral Branch of the Panguitch Post Office effective April
30, 1966, to operate between June 1 and September 15
each year. Robert W. Pothier was appointed postmaster.
The US Postal Service now lists it as a seasonal Com-
munity Post Office (CPO). Figure 10 illustrates a cover
postmarked at the Bryce Canyon CPO.

Figure 10 Cover bearing postmark for the seasonal Bryce
Canyon Community Post Office (CPO).
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Rueben Syrett served as postmaster of the Rubys Inn
Post Office until his death in 1945. The post office con-
tinued until January 3, 1983, when it was changed to a
Rural Branch and renamed Bryce. Panguitch was des-
ignated the parent post office. Figure 11 depicts the en-
trance to the Rubys Inn Post Office as it appeared in
1979. The USPS currently lists it as the Bryce CPO.

Over the years, there have been changes to the post of-
fices that serve Bryce Canyon. But, some things remain
the same: the number of visitors to Bryce Canyon re-
mains high, the visitors still mail scenic cards with their
impressions of the beauty they have experienced,  and
the grandeur of Bryce Canyon is as awe inspiring as it
was when Ebenezer Bryce first grazed a cow there.

ENDNOTE

1 Scrattish, Nicholas. Historic Resource Study: Bryce Canyon National Park.
Denver: National Park Service, 1986. Quoted in Linda King Newell and
Vivian Linford Talbot, A History of Garfield County. p. 260.
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Figure 11 The entrance to the Rubys Inn Post Office,
photographed in 1979.

Randy Stehle Mail Bid No. 114
16 Iris Court, San Mateo, CA 94401

Phone: (650) 344-3080
Email: RSTEHLE@ix.netcom.com

CALIFORNIA
1 ALCATRAZ/REC’D, 1911 F REC’D CDS ON PPC TO PRISON GUARD. $20
2 ALGOMAH, 1905 VG CDS ON COVER (02-09). EST. $20
3 ALLENDALE, 1906 VG CDS REC’D ON PPC (03-08). EST. $12
4 ARABELLA, 1899 VG CDS ON COVER (88-20). EST. $12
5 AROMAS, 1918 VG CDS ON PPC. EST. $4
6 AULD, 1909 VG 4-BAR REC’D ON PPC (99-21). EST. $12
7 BALLS FERRY, 1907 VG DOANE ON PPC (75-16). EST. $12
8 BEND, 1907 F DOANE REC’D ON GPC (97-35). EST. $6
9 BONNY DOON, 1907 F DOANE ON PPC (87-30). EST. $6
10 BOULDIN ISLAND, 1895 G+ CDS ON COVER (78-18). EST. $15
11 BULWINKLE, 1911 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (09-22). EST. $6
12 BUTCHER RANCH, 1913 G+ 4-BAR ON PPC (71-35). EST. $5
13 CHEROKEE, 1909 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (54-12). EST. $20
14 CHOWCHILLA, 1901 G+ CDS ON REG’D REC (83-05). EST. $25
15 CORNWALL, 1897 F CDS ON GPC (90-11). EST. $20
16 COSUMNE, 1905 VG DUPLEX ON PPC (52-15). EST. $20
17 COZZENS, 1902 F DUPLEX ON REG BILL CARD (81-10). EST. $35
18 DE SABLA, 1911 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (11-42). EST. $6
19 DUDLEY, 1908 F 4-BAR ON PPC (87-14). EST. $20
20 EASTON, 1914 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (09-16). EST. $20
21 ERLE, 1907 F DOANE ON PPC (92-09). EST. $20
22 FLOYD, 1908 VG DOANE ON PPC (06-11). EST. $25
23 GERMANTOWN, 1914 VG DUPLEX ON PPC (77-18). EST. $6
24 GLENBURN, 1907 VG “PIE CRUST” DOANE ON PPC (92-66). EST. $5
25 GOLD RUN, 1908 VG LKU DOANE ON PPC. EST. $4
26 GRAFTON, 1908 F 4-BAR ON PPC (54/25). EST. $6
27 GRAND ISLAND, 1907 F DOANE ON PPC (54-19). EST. $20
28 GUERNSEY, 1910 F 4-BAR ON PPC (98-18). EST. $20
29 HARDY, 1909 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (02-15). EST. $20
30 HOLLISTER, 1922 F FLAG CANCEL ON PPC. EST. $4
31 INGLENOOK, 1911 VG CDS ON PPC (80-19). EST. $20
32 INGOT, 1920 G+ DOANE ON COVER (04-20). EST. $6
33 JACKSONVILLE, 1908 G+ 4-BAR ON PPC (51/18). EST. $12
34 JAMESBURG, 1910 G+ CDS ON PPC (94-35). EST. $6
35 KEENBROOK, 1916 G+ 4-BAR ON PPC (94/21). EST. $8
36 KLAU, 1912 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (01-24). EST. $12
37 LASSEN, 1920 G+ 4-BAR ON PPC (14-23). EST. $12
38 LASSEN VIEW, 1940 F 4-BAR ON GPC (37-41). EST. $12
39 LEE, 1909 F 4-BAR ON PPC (07-12). RARE INYO CO. TOWN. E $100
40 LEON, 1910 F 4-BAR ON PPC (88-11). EST. $20
41 LEWIS, 1902 VG CDS ON REG’D REC (79-27). EST. $12
42 LINNE, 1911 F DOANE ON PPC (89-25). EST. $12
43 MALTERMORO, 1905 F DUPLEX ON PPC (94-13). EST. $12
44 MAMMOTH, 1908 F 4-BAR ON PPC (07/25). EST. $12
45 MARK WEST, 1911 F 4-BAR ON PPC (65/17). EST. $12
WASHINGTON
46 CHICO, 1907 F DOANE ON PPC (99-24). EST. $12
47 DASH POINT, 1913 F MAGENTA 4-BAR ON PPC (12-62). EST. $5
48 DODD, 1908 G+ CDS REC’D ON PPC (98-11). EST. $20
49 HICKSVILLE, 1910 G+ DOANE ON PPC (05-11). EST. $15
50 MAXWELTON, 1913 F 4-BAR ON PPC (08-24). EST. $12
WYOMING
51 ARLINGTON, 1907 F 4-BAR ON PPC (02-43). EST. $6
52 BURNT FORK, 1908 G+ DOANE ON PPC (79/39). EST. $6
53 INEZ, 1910 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (88-13). EST. $20
54 JUNCTION, 1909 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (01-16). EST. $20
55 TRABING, 1909 VG CDS ON PPC (80/13). EST. $20
Railway Post Offices (RPO)
56 ARLINGTON & CONDON, 1930 VG (896.1-A-2) ON PPC. EST. $15
57 ATCH & LENORA, 1910 F (908-E-2) ON PPC. EST. $8
58 BELLE PLAINE & BUX, 1912 G+ (790.2-C-1) ON PPC. EST. $15
59 BILLINGS & SHELBY, 1915 VG (891.5-B-1) ON PPC. EST. $10
60 BREM & STAMFORD, 1907 VG (465-F-2) ON PPC. EST. $20
61 CALISTOGA & VAL/AGT, 1890 VG CDS ON COVER. EST. $12
62 CHARLOTTS & ATLANTA, 1923 G+ (320-F-1) ON PPC. EST. $6
63 CLEVE & MAR, 1914 F (579-E-1) ON PPC. EST. $6
64 CUMB & DURBIN, 1920 VG (275-M-2) ON PPC. EST. $6
65 DEADWOOD & EDGEMONT, 1908 VG (947.4-E-2) ON PPC. EST. $6
66 DUNSMUIR & S.F., 1935 F (982-G-1) ON COVER. EST. $4
67 EL PORTAL & MERCED, 1920 F (997.1-A-1) ON COVER. EST. $6
68 EUGENE & POWERS, 1920 F (900.2-B-3) ON COVER. EST. $15
69 GLEN CAMP & CRES, 1912 G+ (173-L-1) ON PPC. EST. $6
70 LARIMORE & BRECKEN, 1914 G+ (876.6-C-1) ON PPC. EST. $6
Streetcar RPOs
71 ROL PK & ST HEL, 1907 F (BA-3-g) ON PPC. EST. $6
72 ROL PK & HIGHLAND, 1911 G+(BA-4-k) ON PPC. EST. $6
73 TOW & CATONS, 1909 F (BA-5-g) ON PPC. EST. $4
74 CHI ILL COTT GROV, 1908 VG (CH-3-e) ON PPC. EST. $4
75 CHICAGO ILL/MAD ST, 1907 G+(CH-4-d) ON PPC. EST. $4
76 CHI & MILLARD AVE, 1910 G+(CH-5-a) ON PPC. EST. $6
77 CHI & WENT AVE, 1908 G (CH-7-b) ON PPC. EST. $5
78 PITTSBURG PA ST, 1907 G+(PA-2-c) ON PPC. EST. $8
79 PHILA PA FRANKFORD, 1898 VG (PH-3-b) B/S ON COVER. EST. $30
80 ROCHESTER/EAST SIDE, 1898 VG FLAG (RO-1-c) ON COVER. EST $15
81 ROCHESTER/CAR COLL SERVICE B, 1906 F (RO-4-c) ON PPC.  $15
82 ST LOUIS/EASTON CIRCUIT, 1912 VG (SL-11-a) ON PPC. EST. $8
83 ST LOUIS/SOUTH B’WAY, 1912 VG (SL-15-b) ON PPC. EST. $6
84 SEATTLE & SEATTLE, 1910 VG (SE-1-a) ON PPC. EST. $25
85 WASH D.C. PA AVE, 1912 VG (W-1-a) ON PPC. EST. $25

Minimum Bid $3.00 please. Phone bids accepted.

CLOSING DATE:
October 12, 2005 (10 PM Pacific)
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Back Stamps: Received Markings at Philadelphia
by Tom Clarke

Recently, an eMail correspondent asked whether
Philly received markings were well enough
known to assist him in dating a run of Colorado

family correspondence. He had once before gotten some
useful information about Philadelphia markings and was
hoping for the best in the present case.

His hesitance may have stemmed from the generally
covert nature of these markings,
lurking as they do on the “B” side
of the cover. They are much more
difficult to locate than town dials,
yet back stamp knowledge can also
give us a handle on the date of oth-
erwise undatable communications,
with many salutary results.

He was pleased to know that back
stamps were part of the Philadelphia
data base, and though his example
bore no year date (it was an ‘R 4’
type), at least the early and latest
known usages helped to narrow
down his cover’s usage quite a bit.

Is it backstamps or back stamps, by the way??

*     *     *     *     *     *

Receipt back stamps began use in Philadelphia follow-
ing the Civil War. Earlier back stamps are known. A
Wilmington DE back stamped folded letter, according
to Konwiser, Postal Markings, p.384, can be dated to
Jan 1, 1845, and possibly earlier.

The beginnings for Philadelphia is the ‘classic’ RECD/
date in brackets marking found on the front of very few
Philadelphia letters between approximately January

1859 and August 1861. It has been said that they were
applied when letters were released after postage due

amounts were paid, as in, ‘I
have received your money’.
However there are cases where
this doesn’t seem to apply. Fur-
ther examples may produce a
definitive answer.

Front stamps are
not back stamps
When the new octagonal U.S.
Penny Mail canceler was
implemented for the new mail
carrier crew (between April-
June, 1862), they were initially
imprinted on the front of the
3+1c mail. Shortly after, it was

moved to the reverse because
(we assume) the official Phila-
delphia dial was the only offi-
cially recognized obliterator.
(The letters A, (B?),C, D, E, and

Figure 1  Here is a case that supports the view that the fancy REC’D in brackets (R
2) was a “receipt for money paid” marking. Its date is April 17 and the cover was
sent either on the 4th or the 14th from Dundas?, state unknown. Similar covers do
not otherwise show money was to be collected.

Figure 2  A fine example of the Penny Mail-A octagon used as a canceler on the
front on a colorful Fire Insurance drop circular, dated Feb 13, 1863.
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began roughly 1863-65. Perhaps the idea
went with the inception of mandatory pre-
paid first class mail and two cent drop let-
ters courtesy of the Postal Act of 1863.

The reason for Philadelphia’s tardiness is
probably the massive consolidation of the
remaining county offices into the overall
Philadelphia postal system, which had be-
gun with small steps in 1855.

Back stamp types
The types are straight forward. The 46 vari-
ants of Main Office markings are rather
bland except for the few colorful examples.
Blue was used and it parallels the domestic
mail counter clerks’ use of it in the first half

of 1869. It also reappears —as it did at the domestic
mail counters— in the summer of 1872.

Norm Shachat claims in a letter in 1991 that he has or
had seen a red version of the curious square ‘dial’ type
(R  8), but the type is frustratingly dateless as are the
first twelve Received markers. A purple version has been
seen entering from Portugal, reported a good ten years
ago by collector Steven Washburne. But neither has been
reported since. Many covers may not have been turned
over in a long time and are hiding on the reverse of
more interesting cover fronts, or the colored versions
are just that rare.

Magenta postmark ink was used during two periods
following the Civil War. In 1869 it appears on foreign
incoming mail, and between 1875 and 1878, magenta
was apparently used to help advertise the Centennial
Exposition, which was bedazzling the world from over
in Fairmount Park. Magenta and purple were also used
for awhile as outgoing foreign mail indicators (as was
orange too, but that has not yet been found on receiv-
ing back stamps). Magenta used heavily at the
Germantown office, during the 1876-77 period, as can-
cel ink and for receipt of mail too. (In recent years,
since the 1950’s, magenta has resurfaced for special
delivery marking use, and registry receipt back stamps
have used it from their beginning in the 1870’s.)

Non standard usage
Receiving cancels used as cancelers can be attributed
to clerks noticing stamps from another office that es-
caped the required defacing (which had to be reported).
Another reason for using received markings to cancel,
of course, is to please and oblige collectors. Such ‘phila-
telic mail’ examples are usually carefully impressed and

U at the marking’s 4 o’clock may represent specific
collection districts, individual carriers, or pickup routes.)
Their use ceased in July 1863 with the advent of free
city delivery. The octagons were a embarkation receipt,
as in, ‘I have picked up your letter and will carry it for
you to the P.O.’, but the carriers were in fact acting
merely as collection and distribution agents for the main
office, so their markings were relegated to the back.

Back stamps are not ‘cancels’
In a way similar to the carrier markings, the infant sta-
tions’ markings of the 1863-67 period are found on the
back of Philadelphia letters destined for out of town.
Drop letters permitted the station marking on the front.
Thus, these are always postmarks, but not always can-
cels. To out of towners, they are only token markings
indicating the precise origin of the letter. The Main Of-
fice would do the primary canceling, thank you. How-
ever, at the final consolidation of the County and Main
Philadelphia Post Office in August 1867, the suburban
station post offices will be granted the canceling privi-
lege, and though station back stamps must fade away,
station front stamping will commence.

Standard back stamps
The foregoing categories are very different in process
from standard receiving back stamps as they’re gener-
ally known. Their purpose is to indicate final receipt of
a letter that had already concluded its travels through
the mail stream.

Philadelphia in 1868 was a few years tardy in its use of
receiving back stamps. Several other large and small
towns (no details, but the writer has seen a few covers)

Figure 3 An  excellent example of the station cancel used on the front
for an overpaid drop letter, dated May 8, 1864, and wending its way
several miles from West Philadelphia (station B) to Miss Exton at 7th
and Arch Sts.
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which suggest machine-like grippers that would rap-
idly help speed mail, in the manner of Barry and other
machines many years later.

The types suspected are the R 6, R 22 and R 24. They
were possibly fed vertically, compared to the standard
horizontal sort of feed mechanisms. He would hope to
prove or disprove that R  6 was more than a simple
handstamp, and that it was devised earlier than the clas-
sic Pittsburgh shield markings. He also hopes to estab-
lish whether the R 22 and R 24 types were or were not
applied with a particular German mechanical device,
US Patent 311,340, granted in 1881.

become excellent specimens for cancel collectors. They
are frowned upon by some collectors who require com-
mercially generated mail —real mail— for their col-
lections and exhibits.

Most receiving postmarks, at least from Philadelphia,
are known in multiple sub types. The difficulty locat-
ing them (which is not to imply rarity) prevents effort
to fully distinguish between them or to develop exact-
ing EKU and LKU dates. The dates given in the at-
tached chart and catalog are those found mostly by
chance in large collections.

Grippers?
Interestingly, several early receiving hand device back
stamp designs have been investigated by Bob Payne,
the well known machine cancel researcher. Several cov-
ers he has seen appear to show intriguing pin holes

Figure 4 Reverse markings are rather dull things without a stamp and address to look at. Docketing and dealers
comments can sometimes brighten up the day… Shown are three nice condition early back stamps, the smaller (R  4) is
less than two weeks after the EKU of 5/12/68. The large one (R  6) is a nice dark blue item from March 10, 1869, and the
upper left example is the ‘no REC’D’ variety (R 10), used eight days after the EKU date. The early British picture
postcard obliges us with an Oct 31, 1900 (6:30 PM) machine duplex (R 96), plus the terminating received marking, a
Philadelphia Station Q, stamped 4½ later at 11 PM, ready for the next day’s delivery to North Front Street.
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stamps

Main Office Receiving Markings 

Origin machine (or hand-) cancels used as back might be mistakenly-made received or transit marks; 
but more likely, they are "secondary origin" postmarks: cancels struck because of mis-routed mail, or a faulty 
initial cancellation, or improper mail 'facing', etc. Origin cancels on the reverse are usually worth half the value 
of front strikes. 

R 2 REC'D I date S2L fancy, brackets 1859 1/3 1861 8119 

R 4 RECEIVED PHIL'A.P.OFFICE 1- CD23+, black 1868 5112 1868 11115 

--blue 1868 12/25 

R 6 PHILADA,P.O.I RECEIVED CD32+, several sub- 1869 2/18 1870 1/28 
types;black 

--blue 1869 1/13 1869 5/23 

--magenta 1869 8/17 

R 8 month I day I time Square 21 x21, a variety of 1870 5/13 1872 619 
sizes, with or without colons, periods, and 
time; black 

-- violet (from Portugal) 1870 9/19 

--red ? 

R 10 PHILAD'A PA. 1- CD25, black 1872 11/20 1873 8131 

--blue (Philadelphia's second 'blue period') 1872 7122 1872 8/10 

R 12 PHILADA,PA. I REC'D. CD26+ 1873 4/27 1882 9/9 

R 13 same without REC'D. 1880 11128 

R 14 PH-A,PA. (or PA) I REC'D. CD26-7, black 1875 4/11 1888 10115 

R 14a --magenta 1875 11/23 1875 11127 

R 16 RECEIVED I PH-A,PA. S3L42x22, magenta (for 1875 1211 1878 12/11 
domestic letters) 

R 18 PHILAD'A PA I REC'D CD23, black, est 1878 1878 311 1878 10/18 
(same style as domestic #133-4) 

R 20 RECEIVED I PHIL'A. CD28+, 21ines [all?] , slugs 1884 4/18 1886 918 
movable, and spacing varies 

R 22 RECEIVED I PHILA. CD27+, 41., year may be 1886 911 5 1889 2/20 
faint 

R24 RECEIVED I PHILA. CD28, 4-dig, #tor. (1-8) 1887 4120 1892 2112 

R 26 RECEIVED I PHILA. CD27, 2-dig, to r. (3,4) 1891 1/28 1891 9111 
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Your Ad Could be Here in
this Space for only

$30.00 in the next issue
Reach over 1,000 of America’s most

knowledgeable, dedicated postal histo-
rians. Express your wants, offer your
merchandise, establish a dialog with

people of similar interests.
Communicate!

Contact Cath Clark, 33470 Chinook
Plaza #216, Scappoose, OR 97056

or
lapostagal@hotmail.com
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I R27 same 4 digits; CD26+, #1, 2, 5? 1890 711 1892 215 I 
I I 

R 80 PH-A,PA.REC'D. I# CD26+-27, Nos: 1-5,10-12 1892 616 1901 9122 

R 82 PH-A,PA.REC'D. I# CD29, 2-dig yr; No: 4,5 1899 2120 1901 12120 

R84 PH-A,PA.REC'D. I# CD27-9, 4-dig yr; No: 1902 3122 1907 11122 
5,6, 10,11 

R90 a PH-A,PA. I year M22 plain 1892 4123 1895 8131, 
1897? 

R90A b same, with RECEIVED I#, Nos: 1-4 1897 10/23 1898 7120 

R92 PH-A,PA.REC'D I year M18, dial only 1893 6120 1895 6/25 

R94 a PH-A,PA.REC'D I year M20, large "EC'D" no 1895 116 1904 1218 
number right 

R94A b same, with number, Nos 5-8 19oo 3n 1908 9/14 

R 96 a PH-A I PA. M22, split date Amer with RECEIVED 1897 1/22 11112/00, 
I#, Nos: 1-6 1901? 

R96A b same with BOX I# I DIVISION, Nos: 1-2 1901 1213 

Several of the above are addressed to Broad St Station, 
opposite City Hall at Broad and Market. Perhaps this fact is 
significant. 

BARRY MACHINE RECEIVING MACHINES 

R104 PH-A,'-PA-/ date S3L, REC'D betw 4 lines 1898 10127 1900 1119 

R106 PH-A /-PENN.-/ date S3L, REC'D betw 4 lines 1900 3124 1900 4126 

R108 a PH-A,PA I year S4LOv, black; with diag lines 1898 1125 
ul>lr 

' 
R108A b var oval used alone without REC-D 1898 2114 ' 

i 
R108B c same, REC'D betw 4 lines 1898 3/9 1900 2/23 ' 

R110 PH-A I year (arc) and PA. M22, REC'D, 4 betw 6 1899 5116 1899 10/25 
I 

R112 PH-A I PA. M22, REC'D, ( ) betw 6 lines 1899 5/6 1900 8121 

End of Barry machine cancels 
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R80 R82 

R92 R94a 
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I R126 

I 
' 

R136 
! 

' 
R137 

! R138 

R139A 
' 

' 
R139B 

' 

R146 

' 
R146A b 

' 
R1468 c 

l 
' R146C d 

' R147 

' R152 

' 

R160 •.................. ....................... . ....... 

R126 

PH-A, PA. I year M20, black, Nos: 3,5,6 

PH-A,PA. I REC'D. CD30, narrow or wide name; 
4-digit yr 

same no year, but "2"; 

PH--A,PA. I REC'D. CD29, 2-digit year 

PH-AIPA. Dp25+, with fancy duplex REC-D I 
PACKAGE I BOX I COLLECTION 2-dig yr 

PH-AIPA. Dp25-26, with fancy duplex REC-D I 
PACKAGE I BOX I COLLECTION 4-dig yr 

PH-A,PA. I RECEIVED M21 6wl, II> 

same, dial alone 

same, 7 wl, ur> 

same, 6 wl, ur> 

same dial upside down, used in lower left; 6 wl 

PH-A, PA. I REC'D. CD31; Note: interchangeable 
REC'D slug 

.~?..~.P..l:l~f:!r.I .. ~Pr.f:I.Y..~<:l~ ... f3.f:!~~i~~~- · ·········· ··· · ··· ······ · ···· · ···· ·· ·· ··· · ····· · · ······ 

5 

R136 

-----------~. ---- ~-- --- ..-----------

R146a 

o€"-~P~/ 
..JV" N~)"/ 4 ~ . 

8 PM ~ 
1944 J 

~ 
R152 

1904 2122 1906 9127 

1912 4127 1929 6130 
c 

1918 313 

1928 216 1929 5120 

1923 10/6 

1915 918 1927 12127 

1930 1110 

1941 5115 1945 2/24 

' 

1946 5/17 1951 11/7 ' 

1951 11/25 1965 1/8 

1932 7/3 ' 

1927 10/25 1955 1/25 
! 

1990 12/3 . ...................................... ········································ 

R138 

R146b 
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The number of Latest Known Usages that match the
next Earliest Known Use is reassuring. Perhaps it im-
plies that enough data actually is available to make
meaningful judgments, even considering the lowly,
misunderstood back stamp.

The chart shows a lot of doubling up during the mid-
70’s, at the time of Centennial fever. The markers of
the mid to late 1880’s began to include clerk codes,
just as the cancelers did. They numbered up to about
12 or so. Thus, many were involved in the task. At eh
turn of the century there were 13 different markers used
over a four year period. The rush was on to keep up
with the task.

Then nothing. Note that for 1909 through 1911 there
are no markers represented. This indicates that the pro-
cess had stalled and was abandoned several years prior
to official recognition of the problem.

Resumption of back stamping after 1913 is largely for
air mail and special delivery.

Speaking of Machines...
From the mid 1890’s to about 1910, a variety of ma-
chine markers that were receipt-specific types were
employed to speed the mail in order to adhere to postal
regulations. These types are listed here as bona fide
receiving back stamps.

The many examples of machines markers not included
in the list are the domestic machine types that were
occasionally hijacked into back stamping mail in an
effort to clear out growing piles of mail. Frequently
used were the American split date markers (Clarke
#285+) and the International date on bottom (Clarke
#287+) styles. These were used with a vengeance as
origin cancelers from 1897 onward to the degree that
the wavy line cancel (plain or as a flag) became the
touchstone for Philadelphia mail..

The seven wavy lines type (# 287a) was frequently en-
listed. It had great expectations of being multi purpose,
one size fits all. The wavy killer had a slug hole drilled
that accepted small letters R for Received, T for Tran-
sit, (and D and C, which stood for Delivery and Collec-
tion). They were a bother to use, though we see them
used properly in the beginning in 1902, thereafter spo-
radically and haphazardly. They were ultimately ig-
nored.

In general back stamped mail, whether for receipt or
for transit, doubled the work to be done and thus halved
efficiency. By the turn of the 20th century, the back stamp
regulation was sufficiently counterproductive that it
slowed the movement of mail

Postal Order 7107, May 8, 1913, officially ended the
requirement for receipting first class mail. Most offices
gave up the practice as impractical and inefficient
around 1906/7, whereas transit back stamps in Phila-
delphia aren’t found after about 1905. Only special
delivery, air mail (which began as aerial special deliv-
ery), and registered mail were required to continue to
back stamp, for security and time accountability rea-
sons.

The Chart
A look at the accompanying back stamp chart shows a
nice type progression. (The original listing was guessed
at and is chronologically off a bit, thus the bars don’t
always sync with the one above or below). There are
several lone boxes that indicate a variety that had been
quickly damaged or was an experimental variety, or
plainly got lost.

10-11 Sep - AIRPEX, Dayton, OH
20-23 Oct - Fall-MEGA, Madison Square

Garden, NY, NY
18-20 Nov - CPS, Chicago, IL
26-27 Nov - Worthington Club Show,

Worthington, OH
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Type 1858 

R 2 
Oc1ogon 
Stlition 

R 4 
R 4 
R 8 
R 8 
R 8 
R 8 
R 8 
R 8 

1 2 3 .. 

1880 1881 1862 
1 2 3 .. 1 2 3 .. 1 2 3 .. 

1883 1884 1885 1888 1887 
1 2 3 .. 1 2 3 .. 1 2 3 .. 1 2 3 .. 1 2 3 .. 

Received Marker Usage by Quarters 

1868 1889 1870 1871 1872 1873 1874 1875 1878 18n 1878 1879 1880 1881 1862 1883 

1 2 3 .. 1 2 3 .. 1 2 3 .. 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 .. 1 2 3 .. 1 2 3 .. 1 2 3 .. 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 .. 1 2 3 .. 1 2 3 .. 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 .. 

~ 
::. ... ' !llill 

pt1rple II 
Ill ...... 

blue 

• 
........ 

R 10 
R 10 
R 12 
R 13 
R 14 

R 14a 
R 18 
R 18 
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1885 1888 1887 1868 1889 ·-- -Type 1884 

R 14 
1234123 ... 1234123 .. 12341234 

R 14a 
R 18 
R 18 
R20 
R22 
R24 
R28 
R27 
R80 
R82 
R84 
R90 

R90A 
R92 
R94 

R94A 
R98 
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Bullseye: Bikini Test
Recollections

by Joseph T. Holleman

Your article in the Feb-Mar 2005 La Posta on
the first years of things atomic/nuclear brought
back loads of memories to me and particularly
those related to the Bikini atom bomb tests.

As a young Ensign USN, I had just completed
a trip from Pearl Harbor to Saipan and back in
late 1945/early 1946 was on a little bouncing
minesweeper when I was ordered ashore at Pearl Harbor and assigned to the Communications
Department of the Commander Service Forces, Pacific. This command ran all the logistic
movements in the Pacific and my job was to see that all communications were properly routed and
promptly delivered, both coming and going. The messages requiring encryption/decryption were all
my babies and I thoroughly enjoyed every minute of it.

Early on, our message traffic increased immeasurably due to the upcoming Bikini tests and I was
fortunate enough to get to see most of the warships, either under tow or under their own power, as
they headed to Bikini to be used as the targets/guinea pigs.

Among the ships I saw were the Arkansas, on which I had taken a midshipman cruise n 1943, the
New York, on which I had taken a midshipman cruise in 1944, and the Nevada, which was painted
bright red in its entirety and was planned to be the bullseye for the first (airdropped) test. I also got
to see the former German ship Prinz Eugen. I went aboard to just look around and admire the plush
officers’ quarters and deplorable enlisted quarters.

I have provided scans from some of my archive and it’s interesting to see that the bomb, while
missing the bullseye, hit between two of my old ships and not far from the Prinz Eugen.

The enclosed piece of postal history is from a US Navy officer who helped get the Prinz Eugen out
there. I was fortunate to rescue it from the addressee’s estate after she passed away. I doubt that very
many such covers exist.

The postmark was applied on the LST861, which was
the mail processing facility for JTF-1.

USS Nevada was painted bright red and was the intended
bullseye for the test.
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Page from the author’s collection.

U.S. MILITARY POSTAL HISTORY 
Rendezvoux With A Bomb 

First Bikini A-bomb test was 
conducted on l July 1946. 
The captured Gennan 
Heavy Cruiser 
Prin= Eugen 
was one of the v 
"Guinea Pigs". --,\ 

{ 

' 

She 
survived 

this and a 
second test 

but sank later 
after being towed 

to Kwajalein. 
Postal services for 

AdJ.n. Blandy's JTF-1 
I which conducted the 

tests were provided 
by an on-site 

U. S. Navy LST 
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Washington Postal History Pages from the Woodard Collection

La Posta has been invited to conduct a public auction featuring many of the scarest and most desir-
able pieces of Washington postal history from a collection assembled over a 40-year period by a life-
long resident of the state. The auction will be held in conjuction with PIPEX 2006 in Spokane next May,
and between now and then we will share images of some of the pages arranged by Guy Reed Ramsey.
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Don Tocher
U.S. Classics,

Stamps
and Postal History
~ See the many examples at

my website ~

http://www.postalnet.com/dontocher/

Vermont “Crossroads”, Oct 1
Vermont Christian School, Rt. 4

Queechee, VT

NY Mega Event, Oct 20-23
Madison Square Garden

NEASDA-NESS, Nov 5-6
Holiday Inn, Dedham, MA

ASDA,  APS, USPCS, CSA, USSS
Box 679, Sunapee, NH  03782,  PH/FAX 603-763-5138

  dontoch@ix.netcom.com

www.heldforpostage.com

US & Worldwide
Postal History

Selections from the Stocks of
Noted Dealers

Bob Baldridge
Crown & Eagle

Elwyn Doubleday
& Others

Classics to Modern
States, Postmarks, Rates, etc.

Also Selling
Paper Collectibles

& Ephemera

Website Updated Regularly

Accepting Credit Card and
On-Line Payments Through

PayPal

www.heldforpostage.com
Timothy R. Pusecker,

Proprietor
APS #157253

postagedues@sbcglobal.net

WANTED:WANTED:WANTED:WANTED:WANTED:

RRRRRobobobobobberberberberbery Coy Coy Coy Coy Covvvvvererererersssss,,,,, Bomb Mail, Bomb Mail, Bomb Mail, Bomb Mail, Bomb Mail,
VVVVVolcanoolcanoolcanoolcanoolcano,,,,,

EarEarEarEarEarthquakthquakthquakthquakthquakeeeee,,,,, or co or co or co or co or covvvvvererererers rs rs rs rs relaelaelaelaelated toted toted toted toted to
FFFFFloodsloodsloodsloodsloods.....

Also Also Also Also Also TTTTTerererererrrrrrorist Mail incorist Mail incorist Mail incorist Mail incorist Mail including theluding theluding theluding theluding the

LocLocLocLocLockkkkkerbee Fight Crerbee Fight Crerbee Fight Crerbee Fight Crerbee Fight Crash.ash.ash.ash.ash.

Send price and information to Dr. Steven Berlin.

Fax number: (410) 252-7376
E-mail:  drstevenberlin@yahoo.com
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USA POSTAL HISTORY
Colonial to Prexies: Maritime, Destinations,

Expos, DPOs, Railroad, Territorial, CSA,
Express, Possessions, & Military

ASDA Mega-Event
 booth 542, New York, NY

 October 20 -23

STEPHEN T. TAYLOR
5 Glenbuck Road
Surbiton, Surrey

England KT6 6BS

Phone 01144-208-390-9357
Fax 01144-208-390-2235

Email: staylor995@aol.com
www.stephentaylor.co.uk

Your American dealer in Britain

Help our ‘Club Postal History
Exhibit!’

IRVING, TEXAS IS 100 YEARS OLD.
We need the following cancels:

Irving (1904-70), Kit, Finley, Estelle,
Buck, & Breck.

Contact: John Barrett, Ph.D. at
johnb@royalbodycare.com

Our web site: www.mid-
citiesstampclub.com

20th

(800) 594-3837
FAX(888) 898-6123
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Ralph Grumke Presents RLG MAIL BID SALE #105-1
2218 Burns Ave., St. Louis, MO 63114 Phone 314 428 2490

CLOSING DATE OCTOBER 2, 2005.
Phone bids accepted, 8 PM CDT

RAILWAY POST OFFICES,MPOS #'s used. Minimum bid $3.00. 
01 ALGONA & CHAMBERLIN Tr 2 2 1933,VG 761 J-3 on POD cd. 
02 ALBUQ & ASHFORK TR2 1924,VG+964 H-4 on ppc RR Bridge. 
03 AMARILLO & FT.WORTH TR2 1926 VG+958 A-3 on POD cd. 
04 ASHFORK & LOSANC TR9 1911,Ex 964 L-4 on ppc RR Bridge. 
05 ASH & EUCLAIR,TR31 1911 VG+ 851 E-3 on comic cd. 
06 BANGOR & BAR HARBOR TR122,1907 VG+12 C-3 on ppc 
07 BOS.TROY & ALBANY TR 10 1910 Ex 702 U-1 on ppc. 
08 BUTTE & S. LAKE CITY TR 7,1909 EX 890 H-2 on cov. 
09 CHI.W.LIB & CO.BLUFFS RPO E.D . TR17 1914 on ppc . 
10 DES MOINES & K.C.TR 4-1 190 8 Ex 782 D-3 on gc. 
11 CLEVE. & ST.LOUIS TR 39 1936 VG+ 556 K-15 on ppc. 
12 DES M.& MOBERLY TR14,1914,EX 782 B- 1 on ppc. 
13 DES M & SIOUX CITY DIR WEST l908,Ex 788 H-2 on ppc. 
14 DET. & TOLEDO Tr 321 1908 Ex 615 C-1 on ppc. 
15 DUBUQUE & CHAMB E.D.Tr 8 1909 Ex 761 U-1 on comic cd. 
16 GROVERTON,JCT&BOSTON,Tr ? l910,Ex 25 X-1 on ppc. 
17 HINTON&CIN.Tr 2, 1912,Ex 303 AP-3 on ppc 
18 FT.WORTH&GALV,Tr 18,19ll,Ex 473 B-1 on gc. 
19 INLET & OLD FORGE Tr 1 l905,Vg+ F 12-C on ppc. 
20 K.C. & DENISON Tr 23 l909,Ex 809 M-2 on ppc. 
21 K.C. & EL PASO Tr 4 1941,Ex 922 M-1 on ppc. 
22 K.CITY & LA JUNTA Tr 4 1906,Ex 911 L-4 on ppc. 
23 KANS CITY & MEM Tr 104 19 08,Ex 819 A-2 on ppc. 
24 MARION&K.CITY,N.L.Tr 12,190 9 ,unlisted,see 801-J-l,comic 
25 LAJUNTA&ALBUQ,Tr 9,19ll,Ex 911 AI-17 on ppc 
26 MERID& NEW ORLEANS,Tr 3,1916,Ex 400 M-2 on ppc. 
26 MERID & NEW ORLEANS Tr 3, 1916 400 M-2 on ppc. 
27 MONETT & ELSWORTH Tr 327 1916,Ex 807 AE-3 on ppc. 
29 MONETT & OKLAHOMA Tr 10 1910,Ex 910-P2 on ppc. 
30 NEB.CITY & HOLDREDGE EAST 19ll,Vg 947 3-E-3 gc w/dftcs. 
31 NEWPORT & SPRING Tr? 1904,Vg 35 N-8 on ppc. 
32 NEWTON&FT.WORTH,Tr 18,1909,Ex 924 C-2 on cc. 
33 NEW YORK&PITTS,Tr 10, 1908,Ex 203 0-9 ppc. 
34 N.Y.&SALAMANCA,Tr 8-10,1942, Ex 125-AA-4 on ppc. 
35 NORTHFAIRHAVEN&SAYRE,Tr 282,1910,Ex 1 3 4 H-2 on ppc. 
36 OMAHA&CHADRON,Tr 2,19ll,Ex 936 Q-1 on comic cd 
37 OMAHA & OGDEN E.D.Tr 6,19ll,Ex 932 R-2 on comic cd 
38 PEMBINA & ST.PAUL,Tr 14,1914,Ex 881 4-6 on ppc. 
39 PORTLAND & S.F.S.D.Tr 15,1939 Ex 982 L-1 on ppc. 

MKD Research & Consulting 
Michael K. Dattolico 

3830 Bernard Place 
Columbus, Ohio 43224-2201 

A 

--------~·~-------¥ 

Specializing in: 

• • 
manuscript editing 

research on US military 
covers, US possessions 
and general states postal 
history 

614/263-6145 
mmdattol@aol.com 

40 RICHHILL & GENESEO,Tr 434 1913,Ex 920 AB-3 o0 ~ comic cd. 
41 rtOCHi:STE:a 0. CUrtNING,Tr 147,1910,V>::t+ 143 J-1 on co;aic cd. 
42 ROUSE Pt.& A1bany,Tr 16,1912,Ex 100 N- 1 on gc. 
43 ROUSE POINT&ALB.Tr 9,1908,Ex 100 M-2 on ppc. 
44 ST.LOUIS MOB & K.C.,Tr 9,19ll,Lite 808 Q-4 on gc. 
45 ST.LOUIS & MON Tr 12,1909,Ex 807 R-1 on gc. 
46 ST,LOUIS & PARSONS,Tr 4,1908,VG 809 Q-1 on gc. 
47 ST.L. & PADUCAH,Tr 223,1908,Vg+ 717 I-1 on gc. 

STREETCAR CANCELS MPOS#' USED MINIMUN BID $ 5.00 
48 BOSTON CIRCUIT,l896,BO lOa,Ex can on cov. 
49 BOSTON CIRCUIT RPO,l913,Ex BO lOc on cov w/encl. 
50 BROOKLYN N.Y.CIRCUIT,Tr 13,190 6,Ex rec cam on ppc./Stp. 
51 CHICAGO MADISON ST.RP0.1903,Vg CH 4-c, c ov,r/e rough thru 
52 COTTAGE GROVE AVE.Tr 3,1903,Vg+ CH 3-C on ppc. 
53 CHI & N.CLARK ST.RP0,(3)Tr 12,1904,Ex CH lOf on ppc. 
54 CHI.&MILLARD AVE RPO,Tr l0,1905,Ex CH Sa,cov,killer very 
56 CLEVELAND CIRCUIT,Tr 4,19ll,Ex CL 1-n on gc./ lite. 
5 CLFVEL~ND CIRCUIT RP01Tr 6,19101Ex CL_ l-b on gc. __ 
58 ROL PK & St. Helena,RPO,BALTO,MD,Car 2,1908,Ex BA 3-g cov. 
59 TOW & CARONS,RPO,BALTO,MD,Ex BA 5-g4,car 2,on cov. 
60 ST.LOUIS,NORTHWEST CIRCUIT,Tr 4,190?Ex SL 12a on toned cd. 
61 ST.LOUIS NORTHWEST,Tr 8,1912,Ex SL 12-c on ppc. 
62 ST.LOUIS NORTH B'WAY RPO.Tr 4,1911,Ex SL 13-B on comic cd. 
63 ST LOUIS,MO,SOUTHWEST CIR,Tr 6,1908 Ex SL 14-a on ppc. 
64.ST.LOUIS,MO,SOUTHWEST RPO,Tr 2,1910,Ex SL 14 Bb on gc. 
65 ST.LOUIS,MO SOUTHB'WAY RPO,Tr 2,1909,Ex SL 15 8 on gc. 
RFD's,RI CHOW VALUES AND CLASSIFICATION USED. Minimun bid %5.00 
66 ILLINOIS,NEW BERLIN, TY 2V?(31),1911 VG+ppc Mew Berlin. 
67 I1l.ROCHESTER,l910,Ty 2 F(l8) on gc. 
61 IOWA,ALDEN,1905.Ex Ty 1(2) cov,rough r/e thru stamp. 
62 IOWA,COLUMBUS JUNCTION,l904,Ex 2F (l)on cov. 
63 IOWA,CHEROKEE,1902,Ex Ty 1(2)cov,trimmed thru stp r/e. 
64 IOWA,CALLENDER,l904,Ex Ty 2F(1) on cov. 
65 IOWA,KIRKMAN,l905,Ex 2F(1) on POD cd.(1) off card. 
66 IOWA,LISBON,l906,Ex Ty 1(1) on cover. 
67 IOWA,OSSIAN,1903,Ex Ty 1(1) on cover in magenta. 
68 IOWA,WEST POINT,1909,Ex Ty 1(1) on gc. 
69 KANSAS,SEDGWICK,1905,Vg Ty 1(2) bit lite on cover. 
70 MARYLAND,UNION BRIDGE,l910,Vg Ty 1( ) on gc . 

U.S. & foreign postal 
history at least 50 
years old- including 
manuscripts, paper 
Americana and cover 
collections and accumulations. Free 
appraisals, quick decision, and we 
pay you immediately! We al so pay all 
postage costs. Large accumulations 
welcome. Please: no photocopies, 
lists or stamps. 

ALSO: We're now 
buying early U.S. 

TRAVEL 
BROCHURES! 

www.fredschmitt.com 

We'll 
ALWAYS 

Member: Manuscript Society, ASDA, APS, 
PTS (London), CS DA (Canada) 

s;nce 1os3Schmi tt 
Investors Ltd. 

pay you International Postal History Specialists Since 1953 
fu II rna rket P.O. Box 387-LaP • Northport NY 11768 
value. Phone: (631) 261-6600 (24 hours) 

Fax: (631) 261-7744 • E-Mail: fred@fredschmitt.com 
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Internet Based. 
www.jameslee.com 
Personal Service Driven. 

Toll Free: 1-877-696-8403 

Sign up to receive our Special Weekly 
E-Mail Newsletter. Visit our site's home page today. 
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WWI Spruce Camp
Mail Wanted

I am seeking information, covers,
postcards, or photos of the Spruce
Production Division—a U.S.
Army unit that logged spruce trees
in Washington & Oregon for air-
plane construction during WW I.

The camps were based in coastal
counties, and may be addressed “Camp 4”, or “S.T.
Camp 2/48th Sqd. S.P.D.” or similar.

Will buy, or would appreciate copies or jpegs.

Rod Crossley,
Box 729,

Montrose, CA  91021.
rcrossley@worldnet.att.net

Alaska Collectors Club
APS Affiliate #218

Dedicated to developing a wider interest in the study
and preservation of Alaska’s Postal History.

We are a wide-ranging group of collectors who are
interested in all aspects of the postal history of Alaska.
From the first covers under United States ownership to
the latest events, we try to cover the gamut of Alaska

postal history.

Some of our features:

Quarterly Journal, The Alaskan Philatelist
Auctions of Alaska material
Fellowship with other Alaska collectors

Dues $15.00, information available from:

Eric Knapp
Secretary/Treasurer
4201 Folker Street, Unit 102
Anchorage, AK  99508 -5377
E-mail:  eknapp@gci.net

ATTENTION
POSTAL HISTORY & LITERATURE DEALERS

Trade discounts are available on
United States Post Offices, Volumes 1 - 6,

as well as other La Posta Publications.

WRITE OR CALL:
JAMES E. LEE,
P.O. BOX 36,

CARY, IL 60013-0036
VOICE: 847-462-9130
FAX: 847-462-9140

ARIZONA - NEW
MEXICO

POSTAL HISTORY
SOCIETY

Seeks New Members, Who Seek New
Material, New Information and  New

Friends
DUES $10 Annually

Receive “The Roadrunner” Quarterly
Newsletter

Trade Duplicates at Winter and Summer
Meetings

Contact: J. L. Meyer,
20112 West Point Dr.,
Riverside, CA 92507

or

Peter Rathwell,
4523 E. Mountain View Dr.,
Phoenix, AZ 85028
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The Philatelic Foundation 
announces our 

60th Anniversary Publication 

First-ever 
The Pony Express 

Details of 
image census 

A Postal History 
postal and 

of all recorded historical 
Pony covers operations 

Complete Breakout 
Pony Express of all six 
trip listings rate periods 

Richard C. Frajola 
George J. Kramer 
Steven C. Walske 

Hardbound Limited Edition 
176 pages in full color- 8.5" x 11" format 

Available by mail from our offices: $45+$5 S&H; or directly from the following dealers: 
Leonard H. Hartmann, James E. Lee, Schuyler Rumsey, Subway Stamp Shop, and Stanley M. Piller. 

The Philatelic Foundation 
70 West 40th Street, 15th Floor 
New York, NY 10018 
(212)221·6555 

http :/ /www.philatelicfoundation.org 

Experience • Excellence • Tradition 
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PROFESSIONAL POSTMARK
TRACING & MAPS

I will execute to your exact specifications accurate
tracings of plain or
fancy postmarks,
cancels and maps.
My work has
appeared in La
Posta in both the
Washington

Territorial postmark series by Richard A. Long and the
19th Century Colorado postmark series by Richard
Frajola.

If you’ve been thinking of a postmark catalog
project, or any research which requires well-executed
postmarks or maps for illustrations, but do not have
the time required to accomplish the tracings, drop me
a line or give me a call with the particulars, and I will
give you a quote.

Jane Dallison
P. O. Box 296, Langlois, OR 97450

(541) 348-2813

La Posta Backnumbers
Backnumbers of La Posta may be purchased
from Sherry Straley, 2214 Arden Way #199,
Sacramento, CA 95825. An index of all
backnumbers through Volume 28 has been com-
pleted by Daniel Y. Meschter and is available on
the La Posta website at www.la-posta.com.

To order backnumbers call  Sherry at 916-359-
1898, fax 916-359-1963 or send her an E-mail at
collectibles@4agent.org.

WANTED: CALIFORNIA

Postal History by County Pre-1920
California Counties:

Alpine, Inyo, Mono, San Bernardino
Orange & San Diego

Please write or call:
Bob Nichols

1423 N. 1st Ave.
Upland, CA 91786

(909) 982-9697
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LA POSTA
CLASSIFIED ADS

Only 5 cents per word delivers your message to the
largest and best informed group of postal historians in

America
Word Count 1 issue 3 issues 6 issues

1-25 $1.25 $3.12 $5.94
26-30 $1.50 $3.75 $7.14
31-35 $1.75 $4.35 $8.28
36-40 $2.00 $4.98 $9.48
41-45 $2.25 $5.61 $10.68
46-50 $2.50 $6.24 $11.88
51-55 $2.75 $6.84 $13.02
56-60 $3.00 $7.47 $14.22
61-65 $3.25 $8.10 $15.42
66-70 $3.50 $8.73 $16.62
71-75 $3.75 $9.33 $17.76
76-80 $4.00 $9.96 $18.96
81-85 $4.25 $10.59 $20.16
86-90 $4.50 $11.22 $21.36
91-95 $4.75 $11.82 $22.50
96-100 $5.00 $12.45 $23.70

TOWNS: WANTED

COLORADO: LAKE CITY covers from Abbott
correspondence and GEORGETOWN
Barton House Corner Card and advertising
covers.  Other small Colorado towns also
wanted.  Steve Morehead, PO Box 1350,
Green Valley, AZ  85622. Email:
steveasc@ix.netcom.com [36-6]

ILLINOIS, SNOWFLAKE (Franklin County)
(1886-1907) wanted, manuscripts or post-
marks. Send photocopies & prices to: Ken-
neth Bieda, PO Box 72248, Roselle, IL
60172-0248 [36-5]

WASHINGTON, DC COVERS wanted. Non-
machine 1900-1915. No 3rd class. Carl Stieg,
260 Merrydale Rd., Apt 15, San Rafael, CA
94903. carl_phil@webtv.net [36-6]

IDAHO PANHANDLE: Benewah, Bonner,
Boundary, Clearwater, Idaho, Kootenai, La-
tah, Lewis, Nez Perce, and Shoshone Coun-
ties. Interested in all postmarks and other
postal history items. Send photocopies or
priced on approval. Write or e-mail for post
office lists. I will pay all copying or mailing
costs. Peter Larson, 5301 Robinson Park
Rd., Moscow, ID 83843, Tel 208-883-8297,
e-mail plarson@wsu.edu. [36-4]

ILLINOIS: MEACHAM (DuPage County)
(1874-1924); SNOWFLAKE (Franklin
County) (1886-1907). Wanted: manuscripts
or postmarks. Send photocopies & prices to:
Kenneth A. Bieda, P.O. Box 72248, Roselle,
IL 60172-0246 [36-5]

MISSOURI CARDS and covers in these
counties: St. Francois, Ste. Genevieve,
Washington, Jefferson, Iron, Madison and
Perry — territorial to 1945. Description and/
or copies with price first letter. Especially
desire Ste. Genevieve Internment Branch
covers and PPC of the Camp as well as pa-
per ephemera of above counties. Bob
Schmidt, 5984 Highway Y, French Village,
MO 63036 [36-6]

CARDS & COVERS: FOR
SALE

POSTAL HISTORY featured in our mail bid
sales. Free catalogs. Juno Stamps, 2180
Hartford Ave., St. Paul, MN 55116-1010.
junostamps@aol.com [36-4]

DO YOU COLLECT State Postal History,
Doane Cancels, or cancels of any kind? Now
with 36 states on line plus Dakota Territory
and more coming. Over 8400 covers online
with over 1400 of them pictured. Gary Ander-
son, P.O. Box 600039, St. Paul, MN 55106.
[36-5]

DPO’s, RPO’s, ships, Doanes, Expos, ma-
chines, military, advertising, auxiliaries, and
more! My Mail Bid Sales offer thousands of
postal history lots. Write/ call for sample cata-
log. Jim Mehrer, 2405-30th Street, Rock Is-
land, IL 61201. Phone: (309) 786-6539.
Email: mehrer@postal-history.com. Internet
website:http://www.postal-history.com.[36-4]

ILLINOIS POSTAL HISTORY collector sell-
ing cover collection representing 2,700 dif-
ferent towns. Willing to sell by county or city-
town lots. Conrtact: Seymour B. Stiss, 436
N. Park Drive, Arllington, VA 22203-2344, e-
mail: sbstiss@msn.com, phone: 703-525-
9193 [37-1]

CARDS & COVERS: FOR
SALE

PANAMA CALIFORNIA Expo Advertising
cancels. Columbia SD 16-07, Long Beach
$30. SD 16-09 Riverside, $25. SD 16-10 San
Bernardino, $160. All good cancels on cover.
RLG, 2218 Burns, St. Louis, MO 63114 [37-
1]

TOWNS:WANTED
ALL STATES and categories wanted! Better
consignment material always needed for my
bi-monthly Mail Bid Sales. Write/ call for con-
signment details. Jim Mehrer, 2405-30th
Street, Rock Island, IL 61201. Phone: (309)
786-6539. Email: mehrer@postal-
history.com. Internet web site: http://
www.postal-history.com. [36-4]

CALIFORNIA - KERN & IMPERIAL County
covers and cards. Especially interested in
Bakersfield corner cards. Send description
or photocopies and prices to John Williams,
887 Litchfield Ave., Sebastopol, CA 95472
[36-6]

CALIFORNIA: MONTEREY COUNTY cov-
ers, cards and any related material. Please
send xerox copies to: Mike Brown, P.O. Box
5372, Carmel, CA 93921 or phone: 831-625-
2299 [37-1]

NOTE:
EXPIRATION DATE SHOWN
AT END OF EACH AD,  i.e.,
[36-4], MEANS AD WILL
EXPIRE WITH THIS ISSUE.

AD DEADLINE FOR NEXT
ISSUE:

Sept. 20, 2005
E-MAIL US IF YOU

INTEND TO RENEW
YOUR AD & TIME IS

SHORT FOR RENEWAL
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LITERATURE: FOR SALE

WOW: An invitation for lunch to Danial
Burnham from Theodore Roosevelt is one
of 480 illustrations and a superb text of
Chicago’s Great White City: A Postal His-
tory Panorama of the 1893 World’s
Columbian Exposition. Richard Graham
writes Harvey M. Karlen, Philatelic “Hall of
Fame” author “has created a detailed his-
tory of the fair...with a lot more than just the
special post office markings.” PRICE: $83
plus $4 s/h. To La POSTA readers, $73 com-
plete. ORDERS to BERK-HILL PUBLISH-
ERS, P.O. Box, 833, Oak Park, IL 60303
[36-5]

WANTED: MISCELANY

RODEO/”WILD WEST” illustrated advertis-
ing covers; early law enforcement corner
cards; Newfoundland/Western Canada
Postmarks/viewcards. Priced photocopies:
Mario, Box 342, Saskatoon, SASK., S7K
3L3, CANADA [36-4]

9¢ ALAMO US #1043: plate varities; com-
mercial covers (interesting destinations and
postal markings); unusual FDCs especially
postmarked other than San Antonio; Alamo
memorabilia. Jane Fohn, 10325 Little Sugar
Creek, Converse, TX 78109-2409;
janekfohn@sbcglobal.net [36-5]

BUYING?SELLING -- US mint and used
postal cards, reply cards, covers and ma-
chine cancels. Dick Borkowski, P.O. Box
118, Edgemont, PA 19028. [36-5]

MILITARY: WANTED
ROYAL NAVY warship covers (names on
backflaps) sent from/to North American port
(19th Century). Priced photocopies to D.
Mario, Box 342, Saskatoon, Sask. S7K 3L3
Canada [37-3]

FOREIGN: WANTED

COMMERCIAL AIR air covers, 1945 or ear-
lier, any intercontinental mail, i.e, Europe to
Asia, North America to Africa, Australia to
Europe, etc. Send scans or photocopies for
my offer, or on approval to Richard Helb-
ock, PO Box 100, Chatsworth Island, NSW
2469, Australia or helbock@la-posta.com

PORTUGUESE AFRICA provisional air-
mails (Companhia de Moçambique/
Moçambique/Angola/Guiné; (1932-1937) *
Angola emergency airmails (1945); on cover
or mint/used; for an exhibit. Send copy/scan/
price to: aerophil59@yahoo.com: John
Bloor, 8727 E. Kettle Pl., Englewood, CO
80112-2710; Voice mail (720)-529-5942;
Voice/fax (303) 771-7554 [36-5]

MILITARY: WANTED

ALASKA & WESTERN CANADA APOs, in-
teresting Pan American (Scott 294-299) is-
sues on cover and Pittsburgh/Allegheny
County covers from 1851-1861. Send
Xeroxes or scans and pricing to Bob McKain,
2337 Giant Oaks Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15241
(57-vette@adelphia.net) [36-4]

U.S. CIVIL WAR through Korean War P.O.W.
and WWII Japanese-American U.S. Intern-
ment Camp postal history wanted. Send pho-
tocopy / scan and price to Ed Close, 12 Sweet
Briar Rd., Coatesville, PA 19320. Email:
hombresello@comcast.net  [37-2]

DOANE CANCELS:
WANTED

Buy, sell and trade Doane Cancels of all
states. Send photocopies or on approval.
Gary Anderson, P.O. Box 600039, St. Paul,
MN 55106 [36-5]

LITERATURE: FOR SALE
THE AWARD-WINNING 240-page book of
Wisconsin postal history - Going For the Mail,
A History of Door County Post Offices -- is
now at a special price: $13.00 postpaid from
the author. Jim Hale, 5401 Raymond Road,
Madison, WI 53711. [36-6]

United States Post Offices on CD-ROM. The
most complete lists currently available*. Con-
tains: Combined alphabetical list of active
and discontinued Offices from all states (in-
cluding years of operation and counties); 50
individual state lists, plus DC and Indian Ter-
ritory; combined list of all Counties; and state-
hood, territorial and Confederate secession
dates. The ultimate reference for identifying
manuscript postmarks, postcards, letters, etc.
(*NOTE: Alabama and Georgia have not
been fully researched, but this CD includes
thousands of offices previously unpublished
from those states.) PC or MAC. $99.00 post-
paid, worldwide. (Illinois residents: $105.93.)
Jim Mehrer, 2405- 30th Street, Rock Island,
IL 61201.[36-5]

www.pacificpioneers.com - Check out this
700 page Book on Pan Am’s flight covers in
the Pacific - 1935 to 1946. I sell, trade or ex-
change information on new cover finds. Also
want to purchase similar material. Jon E.
Krupnick, 700 Southeast 3rd Ave., Ft. Lau-
derdale, FL 33316 [36-5]

TOWNS: WANTED

NEBRASKA TERRITORIAL covers (before
Mar 1, 1867) wanted for my personal collec-
tion. Write or send copies. Ken Stach, 15 N.
Morning Cloud Circle, The Woodlands, TX
77381 [36-5]

URGENTLY NEEDED! Philadelphia, PA. ad-
vertising covers with illustrations of buildings.
Also Phila. cameos, classics, all-overs. Postal
history of Philadelphia in the Civil War, any-
thing paper from the Centennial of 1876 or
Phila. National Export Exposition of 1899.
Autographs of former Mayors of Philadelphia.
All replies answered. Member APS. Gus
Spector, 750 South Main Street, Suite 203,
Phoenixville, PA 19460. GSpec56@aol.com
[36-4]

NORTH DAKOTA: all postal history wanted
from territorial to modern. Send photocopies
or on approval. Gary Anderson, P.O. Box
600039, St. Paul, MN 55106 [36-6]

OHIO-ATHENS County. Postmarks on cards,
letters, or other post office identification for
the following Athens County post offices:
Allans Store; Bessemer; Big Hocking;
Brettland; Denmans Salt Works; Derthick;
Doanville; Englishtown; Federal; Fisher;
Grosvenor; Hamlet Run; Hartleyville;
Hawkeye; Hocking City; Horton; Hull; Jack-
sonville; Judson; Kimberley; Kings; Lewis Hill;
Lick Ridge; Linscotts; Lowry; Luhrig; Lyda;
Lysander; Marchmount; Medill; New
Burlington; New Marshfield; Oakdale;
Poston; Rawndale; Selby (mail to Joy);
Sharps Fork; The Plains; Torch; Welch. Also,
from OHIO-Vinton County; for Moonville and
Rue. Send information to: Gary Schwindler,
4 Cook Drive, Athens OH 45701-2101. Phone
(1-740-594-9005). [36-4]

SOUTH DAKOTA Territorial and Statehood
covers  wanted for my personal collection.
Write or send copies. Ken Stach, 15 N. Morn-
ing Cloud Circle, The Woodland, TX 77381
[36-6]

SUB-STATION POSTAL
MARKINGS: WANTED

SUB-STATION postal markings from any US
city wanted. Especially interested in legible
duplex and MOB markings. Send photo-
copies with firm price to Dennis Pack, 1915
Gilmore Ave., Winona, MN 55987 [36-6]

RFD CANCELS: WANTED

COLORADO RFD postal markings wanted.
Especially interested in “Richow” Type 1 and
Type 2 examples. Send scans or photocopies
with prices to: Roger Rydberg, 354 So. Nile
St., Aurora, CO 80012. E-mail:
rydberg5@comcast.net [36-5]
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La Posta Publications
33470 Chinook Plaza, #216,

Scappoose OR 97056
email: helbock@la-posta.com

We hope that you have enjoyed our journal and I wish to cordially invite you to become a subscriber.

LA POSTA is published six times a year and provides over 450 pages of research, news and information regard-
ing all aspects of American postal history. With a subscription price of just $25 per year, most of our readers
consider us to be the best bargain in postal history today.

In addition to the journal, La Posta conducts regular mail auctions of postal history material submitted by our
subscribers. These Subscribers’ Auctions typically feature over 500 lots per sale and are mailed as separate
booklets. They have proven extremely popular as a way for collectors to acquire moderately priced cards and
covers and to dispose of their duplicate or unwanted material.

I hope you will find La Posta worthy of your support. If so, please take a moment to fill out the form below and
send us a check in the amount of $25, or pay via credit card at www.la-posta.com/journal.htm to begin your
subscription with our next issue.

Sincerely yours,

Richard W. Helbock,

Publisher

———————————————————————————————————————————————
La Posta Publications
33470 Chinook Plaza, #216
Scappoose, OR 97056

Hello Richard:

Yes, I’ll give La Posta a try. You may begin my subscription with the Volume 36, Number 5 (Oct-Nov 05)
issue. Enclosed is my check in the amount of $25.00.*

Name: ————————————————————————

Address: ———————————————————————

City, State, ZIP: ______________________________________________

*or pay via credit card through Pay Pal at www.la-posta.com/journal.htm
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ADVERTISING IN LA POSTA
DISPLAY ADS are available on a contract basis as shown below. Ad contents may be changed from issue-to-issue, provided
changes are received by the posted deadlines.
INSIDE PAGES
  Ad Size One Issue Three Issues Six Issues
  1/8-page $13.00 $29.90 $54.60
  1/4-page $30.00 $69.00 $126.00
  1/2-page $55.00 $126.50 $231.00
  1-page $100.00 $230.00 $420.00

INSIDE COVER*
(FULL-PAGE, BLACK & WHITE)

One Issue $175.00
Two issues $275.00
Four issus $580.00
Six issues                $800.00

BACK COVER*
(1/2 PAGE, COLOR)

One Issues $250.00
Two issues $475.00
Four issus $800.00
Six issues             $1,200.00

*We normally ask that back cover and inside cover ads be taken out for a minimum of two issues due to our advance printing
schedule for covers.

All charges include Type setting & Layout
AD DEADLINES FOR INSIDE PAGES are as follows: Dec/Jan issue - Nov 15; Feb/Mar issue - Jan 15; Apr/May issue - Mar
15; Jun/Jul issue - May 15; Aug/Sep issue - July 15; Oct/Nov issue - Sep 15.

AD DEADLINES FOR BACK COVER COLOR AD & INSIDE COVER ADS are: Dec/Jan & Feb/Mar issue – Oct 31;
Ap/May & Jun/July issue – Feb 28; Aug/Sep & Oct/Nov issue – June 30.

E-mail your ad to Cath Clark at: laposta_cclark@hotmail.com
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