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The great Boxing Day Tsunami hit close to home for Cath
& 1. It’s not that we were directly impacted in any way, for
all the energy of the quake was directed north and east
away from the heart of Indonesia and well away from Aus-
tralia. But our hearts sank depressingly as reports of the
damage to Thailand’s Andaman Sea resorts began to ap-
pear on television. Those islands became important parts
of our lives in the late-1980s and early 1990s as we made
several trips to them in an effort to find relief from the
Pacific Northwest winters. In fact, Cath’s photo of the long-
tailed boats on the main beach at Phi Phi Island was the
background image on the April-May 2004 La Posta cover.
Phi Phi in the late-1980s was magical holiday playground.

Only a few years beyond the “backpacker” stage, there
were a few low-key resorts featuring thatched-roof bun-
galows, a scattering of casual restaurants and Thai-oper-
ated stalls. There were absolutely no motor vehicles. Eu-
ropeans, Americans and Thais intermingled freely on the
beaches. There were no jet-skis, no noisy parasail boats
and the idyllic calm was broken only by the sound of a
small number of long-tailed boats or the periodic arrival
of the mainland ferry exchanging tourists and day-trippers.
Phi Phi was nearer to my own personal image of the “ideal
tropical beach resort” in those days than any place else
I’ve ever been.

Cath & I returned to Phi Phi in 1991—in fact, we spent the
entire combat phase of Bush 41’s Gulf war blissfully un-
aware of the blow-by-blow details. The island had become
more developed in the four or five years since we had first
visited. There were more visitors, but it was still quite laid-
back and a great place to visit. We decided to investigate
some of Thailand’s other Andaman Sea islands that were
still less “discovered” on our next trip.

The utter destruction and terrible death toll at Phi Phi,
Phuket and beautiful Ao Nang near Krabi was emotion-
ally devastating. We knew those places. We had made
friends there—both Thais and visitors. We very nearly
convinced ourselves that we should buy a condo at Ao
Nang. Needless-to-say, like many of you, we dashed off a
check to an international relief organization active in the
region to offer at least a small amount of financial support.

My thanks to you readers who have e-mailed your good
hopes that we were not impacted by the disaster here in
Australia. Fortunately, as I’ve said, Australia was spared,
but many people and places near and dear to our hearts
were tragically harmed.

This issue of our journal contains a rather lengthy article
on America’s World War I development of the atomic
bomb. Sixty years ago, a fairly small number of men and
women were caught up in a race to develop and test a

nuclear weapon. Labora-
tories and test facilities at
Oak Ridge, Tennessee;
Hanford, Washington;
and Los Alamos, New
Mexico, were high-secu- e
rity hot-spots where this "
top-secret research took
place. A special unit of
the Air Corps—the 509" ==
Composite Group—had F
been created and was in
training at remote
Wendover Field, Utah,
for a mission the details of which would remain unknown
to all but a very few until the day of take-off. In July a
bomb blast lit-up the early southern New Mexico sky that
was to mark the beginning of a whole new age of man-
kind. The following month two more atomic bombs were
dropped on Japanese cities and the Second World War came
to an abrupt end.

The purpose of my article is to provide collectors with
details of some of the postal history associated with the
Manbhattan Project and the Operation Crossroads tests that
were conducted at Bikini Atoll after the war ended.

I hope you will forgive my rather lengthy discourse, but I
wanted to present the entire story in one issue and, quite
frankly we really are in need of postal history articles of
all types at the moment. This subject has not been heavily
treated by American postal historians. Probably the great-
est collection of Manhattan Project material was that formed
by the late Paul Filipkowski. Most of Paul’s collection was
donated to the Los Alamos National Historic Museum and
the Smithsonian Museum of American History. Fortunately,
the Filipkowski Collection has been made available for
viewing on the internet by the Manhattan Project Heritage
Preservation Association, Inc. Interested readers should di-
rect their browsers to:

http.//www.childrenofthemanhattanproject.org/COLLEC-
TIONS/MP-PFIL/Pages/PFIL Gallery Directory.htm

Tom Clarke, Dan Meschter, Dennis Pack, Michael
Dattolico and Bob Schultz have all contributed outstand-
ing pieces of postal history research to this issue. These
fine fellows—thankfully—have provided the diversity of
subject matter that we aim for this time, but I urge each of
you to consider seriously becoming one of our authors in
2005. We all have ideas and areas of interest in the hobby
that cry out to be shared. While we pursue this wonderful
avocation for the most part as individuals, there are great
and satisying benefits that can be derived from sharing.

Won’t you join in? Q,'J‘ ol L\B M“’A
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POSTAL HISTORIANS
ON LINE

The following individuals have expressed an
interest in corresponding with other collectors via e-
mail. Names are followed by specific interest (where
known) and complete e-mail address. If you would
like to join this list in future issues of La Posta, send
us a note via e-mail at helbock@la-posta.com

Paul G. Abajian [Vermont postal history]
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Jim Alexander [Texas Postal History] — jralexander3(@aol.com
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— garyndak@ix.netcom.com
Kirk Andrews — kirk.j.andrews@intel.com
A.A. Armstrong, Jr. [Western Nebraska & S.D. Butcher
& son PPCs] — draa@hotmail.com
Regi Ausmus [21% C modern postal history]
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Fred Austin [airmail first flights] — skyman@npgcable.com
Ted Bahry [Wake & Midway Isl, Benzie Cty, MI]
— semperted@aol.com
Debby Baker [lowa, Alabama, AK] — ykngld33Waol.com
Mark Baker Enterprises [Dealer CA & NV postal history, Express,
Photos, postcards, ephemera] Web: goldrushpaper.com
— mbcovers@directcon.net
Bob Baldridge — [Wisconsin p.h.] bobbaldridge@earthlink.net
Alan Banks [Missouri] — abanks7@aol.com
Mike Baranoski [MI & Phillippines] — debbar@provide.net
Richard Bard, Jr. — dbard@plix.com
William H. Bauer [CO; NY: Otsego Co] — whbcphs@mkl.com
Beall, Robert — rbeallstmp@aol.com
John E. Beane, MD [West Virginia postal history]
— JBEANE@prodigy.net
Robert Beasecker [MI p. history] — beaseckr@gvsu.edus
Stan Bednarczyk [Street cars] — abednarc@columbus.rr.com
John Bierne [Navals, RPO, AK] — john beirne@hotmail.com
William R. Beith [Eastern Oregon] — wrbeith@comcast.net
Kevin Belmont [SW Arkansas, West Pointers on stamps]
— kevin.belmont@west-point.org
Bary D. Bender [Dealer p.c.’s & p.h.; + collects WA: Columbia Co]
— ngatecol@comcast.net
Larry Berg — lberg@charter.net
Wolf Berry [Dealer: buys/sells US covers, collectible paper. Collects
tied seals] — thepaperwolf@infoblvd.net
Henry J. Berthelot [train, ship wreck mail & US postal card
p.h.]— hankberthelot@yahoo.com
Henry Betz [Franklin Co., PA & Cumberland Valley RR]
— hbetz@epix.net
Jim Blandford [Mich. Doanes & RPOs, booklet stamp
usage on cover, pre-1880 Detroit postal markings]
— jblandf526(@aol.com
Tim Boardman [Washington PH, photos, books & maps]
— simcoe@dsl-only.net
Joe Bock [US Airmail 1935-1950 & Arizona town cancels; U.S.
WWII] — jandrhobbies@commspeed.net
John Bloor [Worldwide early airmail; semi-official airmail; provisional
airmails of Portuguese Africa] — bloorj@concentric.net
Eppe Bosch [Eastern WA: Stevens, PendOReille, Whitman Co.s;
Central Wisc: Portage, Waupaca, Wood Co.s]
— bonep@qwest.net
Bruce Branson [CA counties: Inyo, Morro, Alpine, Mariposa,
Siskiyou) — bjbranson@lonepinetv.com
Caj Brejtfus [1851-61 3¢ & Machine cancels]
— brejtfus@earthlink.com

Carolyn S. Bridge [military, esp. Civil War]
— thecotttonwoods@copper.net
Deane Briggs, MD [Florida Postal History] — drb@gte.net
Roger S. Brody [Series 1902, Promenent Americans, BEP Production]
— rsbco@optonline.net
Brown, Edward — nedbrown@ameritech.net
Kenneth Burden [Washington & CA; western RPOs]
— burden@localaccess.com
Maurice Bursey [#215 covers, Confederate N Carolina & Union
occupation of E. NC covers. — mauricebursey@aol.com
Raymond Buse [Cincinnati & Clermont Co., OH p.h.]
— stamppat@aol.com
James W. Busse [San Diego Co.p.h.] — Jimb1997@aol.com
John Cali — rocket@dremscape.com
Ardy Callender [U.S. banknote issues]
—callenderardy@sbcglobal.net
Carl Cammarata [AK, IN, RPO, Civil War, Special Delivery]
— carlcammarata@earthlink.net
Gary Carlson [machine cancels] — gcarlson@columbus.rr.com
George Carnahan — mishaboy@bellsouth.net
Dave Carney [Wisconsin postal history] — dcarney | @new.rr.com
Victor Case [OR,WA] — vjc@uci.net
Glenda & John Cheramy [Dealers; Canada] — gcheramy(@shaw.ca
Larry Cherns [covers & PCs pre 1953 & post-1953 wars with original
non-commercial contents in English]
— katchke@hotmail.com
Robert Chisholm — [Dealer: postal history] — chizz5@aol.com
Bob Chow [Colorado] — bob.chow@fmr.com
Greg Ciesielski [Knights of Columbus postal history]
— lilski@ec.rr.com
G.A. Clapp [correspondence, US postal history] — g.clapp@cox.net
Douglas Clark [Railway Mail] —dnc@alpha.math.uga.edu
Nancy B. Clark [Maine postal history]—nbc@cape.com
Tom Clarke [Philadelphia] — ocl-tom@ix.netcom.com
Walter S. Clarke [Interesting on-cover cancellations on Scott # 10
& 11]— worldata@mindspring.com
Lawrence E. Clay [Scouting, Broken Bow, NE]
— Iclay3731@charter.net
Ed Close [U.S. POW (Civil War-Korean) & WWII Japan-Am
Internment mail] — hombresello@comcast.net
Louis Cohen [Kentucky postal history] — cohenstamps32@aol.com
Giles Cokelet [Montana postal history]
— giles_c@coe.montana.edu
William G. Coleman, Jr. [Mississippi postal history: DPO emphasis]
— jearnest@netdoor.com
Collyer, David C. [General US, Texas, USS Texas]
— cozumel 90@hotmail.com
Robert W. Collins [Korean War & “Collins” postmarks]
— ohiorwc(@aol.com
Vince Costello [US fancy cancels, postal history, auxiliary marks]
— vinman2119@aol.com
Joe H. Crosby [Oklahoma & Indian Territory; U.S. Despatch
Agents Markings, Private Posts] — joecrosby@cox.net
W.H. “Tom” Crosby — tcrosby@wans.net
E. Rod Crossley [US military, Spruce Production Division, CA:
Ventura Co] — rcrossley@worldnet.att.net
Russell Crow [Virginia PH, also pre-1900 school cover]
—cornwall2@adelphia.net
Frank Crown [Georgia p.h.] — fcrown@earthlink.net
Tony L. Crumbley [Dealer; NC & Confederate postal history]
— terumbley2(@aol.com
Roger D. Curran [US 19" C cancels] — rdenrc@evenlink.com
Richard Curtin [CA covers & CA express] — curtinr@srcglobal.net
Matt Dakin [Mississippi Postal History]
— patdakin@mindspring.com
Mike Dattolico [La Posta Associate Editor]
— MMDATTOL@aol.com
Bob Delaney — bdelaney@uclink4.berkeley.edu
Joseph M. Del Grosso — jmdelgrosso@aol.com
James L. Diamond [Spanish American war] — jdia407@aol.com
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Thomas S. Donnelly [history on postals] — tdonn@adelphia.net
James P. Doolin [19" century postal history of all “Columbus” named
towns — jamesdoolin@worldnet.att.net
George B. Dresser [Texas postal history]
—g-dressel@cox-internet.com
Lee Drickamer — lee.drickamer@nau.edu
John L. DuBois — jld@thlogic.com
Joseph E. DuBois [AK, CO, MT & eastern OH]
— hobbyduby@aol.com
Francis Dunn [19" Century Montana]
— francis@dunn386.fsnet.co.uk
Geoffrey Dutton [2d Bureau postal history] — geoff@neddog.com.
Website: http://neddog.com/stamps
Don East [fancy cancels on officials & CA: Mendocino & Humbolt
Co] — doneast@mcn.org
Loring Ebersole [Ohio postal history, WWII APOs, Rt 66 postcards]
— loringebersole@comcast.net
Fern Eckersley [OR postal history] eckers@prinetime.net
Leonard M. Eddy [Oklahoma & Arkansas p.h.]
— Imeddy@arkansas.net
David Eeles [p.h. of the 1954 Liberty series, experimental
mechanization]— eeles. | @osu.edu
Tom Edison [Non-European postal history] — tomedisonppcs@cs.com
Ralph Edson [New England 20" C — every cancel from every P.O.
(1900-2000 EKU & LKU) — edsonrj@aol.com
L. Steve Edmondson [Tennessee] — tenac@hctc.com
Craig Eggleston [Philippines, US Possessions] — cae@airmail.net
James F. Elin [Arizona post. hist.] — tucscon1934@aol.com
Mike Ellingson [North Dakota Territory; machines]
— mikeellingson@comcast.net
Empire State Postal History Society — http:/www.esphs.org
Darrell Ertzberger [NC, VA, railroad, RFD] — mteton@aol.com
Paul Eslinger [MT, Dakota Territory] — elkaholic@natisp.com
Glenn Estus [New York] — gestus@westelcom.com
Alyce and Don Evans [WVa and Los Angeles, CA]
— DEvansUSAF@aol.com
James W. Faber [WY, NW OH, Hancock Co, ME, No. WI]
— faber@bluemarble.net
John Farkas [US Possessions] — jonfark@cs.com
‘Wayne Farley [West Virginia P. H.] — CWFARLEY @aol.com
Richard Farquhar — [seapost, military, RPO, RFD]
— FARQRICH@bellsouth.net
Norm Ferguson [Navy covers —NS Savannah]
— normjanstjoe@prodigy.net
Walter Findlay — waltjul@aol.com
Ronald W. Finger [US Navy CV’s, WWI & WWII APOs
& Feldpost] — roncva43@aol.com
Louis Fiset [WWII civilian internment ph]
— fiset@u.washington.edu
Ed Fisher [M[; 4" Bureau: Yc-Hale, 1 Ysc Harding, Ysc postage due]
— efisherco@earthlink.net
Ken Flagg [Used postal stationery: US, CZ, PI; WWII APOs, Postwar
APOs]— ken0737@cwo.com
Jane King Fohn [TX WWI air branches; Medina Co, TX;
US#1043 (9c Alamo)] — janekfohn@sbcglobal.net
Jim Forte [Dealer] — jimforte@postalhistory.com
& Website http://postalhistory.com
Nancy Foutz [Dealer/collector — postcards, adv postal cards, p.history]
— dexterpc@bestweb.net
Myron Fox [WWI/WWI U.S. German censor, German occupation]
— MyronFox1@aol.com
Gene Fricks [Literature, TN & NJ PH] — genefricks@comcast.net
Bob & Kathy Friedman [Dealer-worldwide p.h. & mint stationery]
— covercnr(@eaze.net
Don Garrett [Mississippi] — Donompix@aol.com
Craig Garrison [WWI domestic bases; Doanes] — crg@toad.net
Douglas Gary [Dealer] — doug_gary@hotmail.com
Bob Gaudian [Connecticut Postal History]
— rgstamper @aol.com
John J. Germann [Texas DPOs & Navy ship covers]
— jghist@houston.rr.com

Glen A. Gerner — gbgerner@fuse.net
James Gerson — sjgerson@aol.com
Ray Getsug [Minnesota postal history, literature]
—rayg669563@aol.com
Glenn Gholston — mgholston@osbar.org
Atholl S. Glass [Stamp affixers & control perfins]
— athollglass@hotmail.com
Don Glickstein [postal cards used in Alaska]
— dglicks1@earthlink.net
Justin Gordon [comm postal history, PNC’s on cover]
— justyod@aol.com
Max Gors [Dakota Territory & Tripp Co.] — maxagors@aol.com
John Grabowski [Prexies, famous Americans, 1941 Defense,
1902 Regular issues] — minnjohn@alum.mit.edu
Ken Grant [kgrant@uwc.edu] — kgrant@uwc.edu
Ted Gruber [Nevada] — TedGruber@aol.com
E. J. Guerrant [Unusual US Stamp Usages]
— ejguerrant@prodigy.net
Alex Gundel [Mail to Foreign Destinations]
— Alexander.Gundel@dlr.de
Michael Gutman [Mass ph & 19th cent,. Precancels]
— mikeg94@comcast.net.
Arthur Hadley [Indiana, flag cancels] — ahadley | @comcast.net
Raymond Hadley [Wessons, Leavitts, postal cards]
— ray-suzann@gci.net
John Hale — jwh60@chartertn.net
Hall-Patton, Mark [CA: Orange Co; Bridges-related post offies,
Nevada aviation] — hallpatt@unlv.nevada.edu
Larry Haller [Handstamped Flags] — LJHaller@aol.com
Ken Hamlin [Montana postal history, photographs & ephemera]
— knphamlin@sofast.net
Scott Hansen [Aden censored mail, US Navy WWII, US Military
stations in the Philippines] — scott.hansen@teradyne.com
John T. Hardy, Jr. [US postal cards & general; Philippines]
— john_hardy@msn.com
Richard A. Hargarten [signed airmail & air race covers 1910-1940]
— rahargarten@yahoo.com
Ron Harmon [Florida PH] — rthrm@hotmail.com
Labron Harris [Dealer, postal history] — labronharr@aol.com
Wayne Hassell [Dealer; collects US Marines, Wisconsin & Michigan]
— junostamps(@aol.com
Thomas Hayes [South Dakota & pre-territorial Wyoming]
— dakter@nvc.net
Karl Hellmann [US covers, Doanes, postcards.].
— karlsjunk@aol.com
Steve Henderson [military postal history] — vshenderson@aol.com
Gary Hendren [Missouri PH] — g2hslm@msn.com
Henry Higgins [Florida; TN] — henry@xtn.net
Jack Hilbing [Illinois postal history; U.S. stampless]
— jack@hilbing.net
Robert Hill, Jr. [Virginia postal history] — bobhill@shentel.net
Terence Hines [Hanover, NH & #E12-21 on cover]
— terencehines@aol.com
Gerald Hof [NY, MD, VA postal history; PanAm commemorative
covers, Scott US 295-300 — alfredson2@msn.com
Tim Holmes [machine cancels] — timholmes@cs.com
John Hotchner [20™ ¢ auxiliary markings; Xmas seals tied;
Special delivery; wreck & crash mail; some FDCs]
— JMHStamp@ix.netcom.com
B. Clyde Hutchinson [US 1861 issue; CA postal history]
— beh@llcellp.com
Stan Jameson [dealer] — empire65@tampabay.rr.com
Stefan T. Jaronski [postal history of Ithaca NY; northeastern Montana;
Confed. States military mail] — bug@midrivers.com
Cary E. Johnson [Michigan p.h.; Railway, Waterway
& Streetcars] — cejohn@umich.edu
Gerald Johnson [3c 1851] — gdj@ix.netcom.com
William H. Johnson [stampless covers from Florida]
— whjdds@aol.com
Charles A. Jones [CO & Prexy postal history]
— cgjones3614@bresnan.net
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Robert D. Jones [Nebraska postal history, esp. DPOs]
— robwanjones@charter.net

Barton D. Kamp [Massachusetts postal history]
— bartdk@mindspring.com

Gordon Katz [Maryland & DE postal history, postal history on
postcards] — g.e.katz@att.net

Robert Keatts [Walla Walla Co., WA p.h.]
— lkeatts@innw.net

Peter Keyes — [VT 19" C illustrated covers] — pbk@sover.net

Curtis R. Kimes [US naval postal history] — pmarche@jps.net

John L. Kimbrough [Confederate states] — jlkcsa@aol.com

Kelvin Kindahl [New England p.h.; postmarks]
— kanda.javanet@rcn.com

Lon King — lon@lonking.net

Bob Kittredge [US Airmail postal stationary, UC1 & UC16]
— caljenkitt@aol.com

Klein, Lucien [Prexies, OR: Marion & Grant Co] — lusal@msn.com

James E. Kloetzel [Scott Publishing Co] — jkloetzel@scottonline.com

Kenneth Kloss [OH: Ashland Co; “billboard” advertising covers]
— monion@webtv.net

Eric Knapp [Alaska postal history] — eknapp@gci.net

Vincent L. Knauss III [Key West ph & US Fancy Cancels]
— knausv@springfieldstampclub.org

Daniel M. Knowles [NY: Suffolk Co, Long Island; 3¢ 1861-
auxiliary markings] — dknowles@med.cornell.edu

Kent Kobersteen [US Scott CII, unusual commercial usages,
unusual off-cover stamps] — kobersteen@aol.com

William Kolodrubetz [classic US post office seals]
— wkolo@prodigy.net

Konigsberg, Paul [Museum of Postal History, NYC]
— pkonigsb@email.usps.gov

Van Koppersmith [Alabama & Mississippi p.h.]
— cleave3@aol.com

Jim Kotanchik [Franklin Co., MA & PO Seals]
— jimko@speakeasy.net

George Kramer [west; western Europe, telegraph]
— gjkk@optonline.net

Ken Kreager [CO postal history; series 1851-1857 3¢ + l¢ +10c,
World’s Columbian covers, Pan Am Centennial, German
states] — stampman@buffalopeak.com

Jon E. Krupnick [Pacific Flights 1936-46 & US Pacific
Possessions]— jonpac@aol.com

George Kubal [Dealer] — geokubal@aol.com

Alfred Kugel [20th Cent. Military Mail, US Possessions & Offices
Abroad]— afkugel@hotmail.com

Rick Kunz [RPO, AGT, RR postmarks]
— rkunz@eskimo.com & www.eskimo.com/~rkunz/

William O. Kvale [MN p.h.: Territorial, Civil War patriotics,
Manuscript Statehood — flo3wil@aol.com

Eliot Landau [U.S. Registry, U.S. Classics, All Lincoln issues on
cover] — elandau@aol.com

Walter LaForce [US Doanes & NY RFD & Co/PM cancels].
—vlwl@rochester.rr.com

Gary Laing [Virginia p.h.] — laing@naxs.com

Dick Laird [U.S. Doanes and Indiana Postal History]
— d.laird@insightbb.com

Curt J. Lamm [Unusual 1851-61 townmarks]
—cjlamm@netstorm.net

Eliot A. Landau — elandau@aol.com

Russell C. Lang [Nebraska] — LangWhiteOak@nntc.net

Robert M. Langer [Boston ad covers; Carroll County NH]
—rla4141975@aol.com

Peter B. Larson [Idaho & U.S. postal history] — plarson@wsu.edu

Ken Lawrence — [Crystal Palace World’s Fair, 1853 New York]
— apsken@aol.com

Wes Leatherock — wleathus@yahoo.com

Howard Lee [Usage of the U.S. 4th Bureau Issue 6¢, 7c, 8¢, 11c, 12c,
13c, 14c, 17¢c | — gimpo@adnc.com

James E. Lee [Philatelic Literature Dealer]
—jim@jameslee.com & website: www.jameslee.com

Leslie W. Lee [WI p.history & WI Doanes] — leslee@itis.com
Brian R. Levy [“To the Fair”or EXPO, Long Island PH, aero]
— bellobl@aol.com
Bruce Lewin — bjlewin@att.net
Matthew Liebson [Ohio PH; Licking Co., Doanes, stampless]
— paperhistory@mindspring.com
Ron Leith [USA banknote issues to foreign destinations]
— ronleith@uniserve.com
David C. Lingard [Florida-4 bars, Doanes, RPO, Adv. & most
anything] — david_lingard@hotmail.com
James R. Littell [balloon, rocket, Zeppelin post]
— zepplincat@wzrd.com
William Lizotte [VT postal history, Doanes, etc]
— bill.lizotte@anr.state.vt.us
Nicholas Lombardi [US 2d Bureau issue + Registerd Mail]
— 8605@comcast.net
Robert Lorenz [CT postal history] — fotolorenz@aol.com
Warren C. Lu —mtcll_98@yahoo.com
Len Lukens [Oregon p.h. & trans-Pacific airmail]
— llukens(@easystreet.com
David Lyman [World postmarks on covers or piece]
— postmark@sympatico.ca
Max Lynds [Aroostook Co., Maine p.h.] — max@pwless.net
Millard Mack — millardhmack@yahoo.com
Larry Maddux [Douglas Co, OR] — Imaddux@pacifier.com
James Majka — jsmajka@ameritech.net
Tom Maringer [Arkansas PH] — willwhitfoot@shirepost.com
Bob Markovits [WW I Air Corps] — RLMarkovits@aol.com
Peter Martin — pmartin2020@aol.com
Richard Martorelli [Military, Postage Due]
— martorel@pobox.upenn.edu
Bernard Mayer [Oklahoma] — Bernie@m47303.com
Robert McAlpine — rmcalpine63@comcast.net
Larry McBride [U.S. town & DPO cancels]
— lgmcbride@yahoo.com
W.T. McGreer [Western covers to 1920] — outwest13@aol.com
David McCord [Doanes, Type E 4-Bars + AK,WA,WY,NV,OR
covers] — damac52@comcast.net
R.J. McEwen [Eastern Oregon] — rjmcewen@aol.com
Chuck & Jan McFarlane [Ausdenmoore-McFarlane Stamps]
— Mcmichigan@charter.net
Bob McKain [AK & Western Canada APOs, PAN Am issue covers]
— 57-vette@adelphia.net
Michael E. Mead [Britannia Enterprises - postal history dealer]
— meadbritannia@aol.com
Jim Mehrer — [Dealer. Collects expo’s, Navy ships]
—mehrer@postal-history.com
& website http://www.postal-history.com
Steve Merchant [Stampless letters] — smerchant@adelphia.net
Doug Merenda [U.S. Columbians on cover, Columbian Expo]
— dougm43@webtv.net
Charlie Merrill [US postal history] — cwm04@sbcglobal.net
Robert G. Metcalf [“Coal” on cover] — jax@mum.net
Jim Meverden [Milwaukee, WI ad covers; WI postal history]
— meverden(@att.net
Mark Metkin [Idaho postal history]
— metkin@mindspring.com
Jewell Meyer [Arizona - CA] — jlmeyer 2000@yahoo.com
Corbin Miller [Idaho P.h., photo postcards] — clm@lastphase.com
Minneman, Lynn [Portland, Oregon area] — Iminnema@msn.com
Harvey Mirsky [US 1847 issue] — carolb212@aol.com
John Moore [US Exposition/World’s Fair postal history]
— anne.moore@comcast.net
Steve Morehead [Colorado postal history]
— steveasc@ix.netcom.com
John G. Mullen [WA state; flags; Ntl Air Mail Week; Snohomish,
Skagit, Island County posmarks]
— longjohn.wa007@netzero.com
Bob Munshower — bearmtnbobl @cs.com
Jim Myerson [US Navy, US pioneer airmail, WA-Franklin]
— jpm_ww(@yahoo.com
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Larry Neal [Holmes & Coshocton Counties, Ohio]
—Ilarryln@valkyrie.net
Burnham Neill [FL-Miami/Dade DPOs on PPCs; some MS, MO]
— mbneill@bellsouth.net
Howard Ness — hbness@hotmail.com
Dan Nieuwlandt [S. California, WWII, Belgian Congo p.h.]
— nieuwlandt33@msn.com
Bill Nix [Skamania Co., WA] — wanix@gorge.net
Jim Noll — [computer postage] jenca@pacbell.net
Joe Odziana — drjoeo@earthlink.net
Francis E.W. Ogle — fewogle@comcast.net
Clay Olson [Tioga Co., PA] — shawmut@comcast.net
Robert Omberg [Idaho p.h.] — hsbebay@aol.com
Kevin O’Reilly [NWT, Yukon & Labrador; US APOs in
Canada] — xcarc@ssimicro.com
Steve Pacetti [1861 1c, Hawaii, Prexie postal history]
— sbp57@comcast.net
Dennis Pack [Sub-station postmarks; Utah ph]
— packd@hbci.com
John Palm [Merced & Mariposa Co., CA]
—jwpalm@elite.net
Ray Palmer [OR: Yamhill, Polk Counties] — rpalmer@onlinemac.com
Dr. Everett L. Parker [Pitcairn, Canada, Maine]
— eparker@midmaine.com
Richard Parker [Ohio Stampless] — lorandrhp@aol.com
Alan Parsons [US, UN, NY: Steuben, Schuyler &
Chemung counties] — alatholleyrd@aol.com
Ron Pascale [CT fancy cancels, Waturbury & Putnam Liberty postal
history] — pascale@’pascale-lamorte.com
James Patterson — patterson@azbar.org
Robert Payne [machine cancels world wide-Christmas seal]
— guroobob@aol.com
Donald Pearson [IN & OH p.history, machines]
— donpearson@aol.com
Norman Pence [Oklahoma] — norpen@hotmail.com
Randy Pence [Yangtze River Patrol; WWI medical]
— catclan@earthlink.net
Ken Pendergast — kenp44@charter.net
Paul E. Petosky [Michigan postal history; US & Canada post
offices on postcards. —paul_petosky@yahoo.com
www.grandmaraismichigan.com/History/postmarks.htm
James C. Pierce [Dakota Territory; 1851-1861 3-¢ US]
— jpqqwe@earthlink.net
Kenneth A. Pitt [Postal history dealer. Collects LI NY, Dead Letter
office to 1870, Pioneer post cards] — pittj@erols.com
Hans Pohler [Ohio postal history, Germany, military]
— hpohler@juno.com
Stephen Prigozy [Telegraph & electrical covers] — prigozys@aol.com
Ada M. Prill [Delarare Co., NY]
— ada@math.rochester.edu
Robert Quintero [Detroit Mail Boat/Detroit River Sta 1895-Current]
— qover@comcast.net
Ben Ramkissoon [Postal history of Chicaco & Dupage Co., IL; history
of U.S. space (lunar) exploration]
— rramkissoon(@juno.com
Peter Rathwell [AZ pre-1890; 1869 US or Canada large Queens]
— prathwell@swlaw.com
Robert D. Rawlins [naval covers] — rawlins@sonic.net
Mark Reasoner [Ohio] mreasone@columbus.rr.com
Michael J. Rainey [Western covers, NV, SIE, YUB counties]
— rainey@nccn.net
Ramkissoon, Reuben A. — rramkissoon@juno.com
Byron L. Reed [South Dakota p.h.] — laposta@byronreed.com
Thomas E. Reiersgord [MN: Hennepin Co; Ux27 usages]
— Reiersgord@aol.com
Norm Ritchie [CO, UT, AZ & NM photos, postal history]
— mnp@ctos.com
Martin Richardson [OH & IL] — martinR362@aol.com
Thomas Richardson [North Carolina P.H.] — stamps@northstate.net
Harold Richow [WWI & Civilian Conservation Corp covers]
— harr@mchsi.com

Al Ring [Arizona postal history] — ringal@msn.com
Linda Roberts [Utah: Park City postmarks, postcards, stocks,
Tokens,stereoviews, bottles, etc]
— robertsfamly@earthlink.net
William B. Robinson [Dealer; Wisconsin postal history]
—wbrob@hotmail.com
Roger Robison [Montana postal history] — ???
Julius Rockwell [Alaska] — juliusro@alaska.net
Gilbert M. Roderick [auction house: Downeast Stamps]
— destamps@acadia.net
Michael Rogers — mrogersinc@aol.com
Robert C. Roland [post cards, postal history, U.S.]
— robt.roland@sbcglobal.net
Paul J. Romanelli [blackjacks on cover; VT, ME postal history]
— docroma2000@yahoo.com
Robert G. Rose [New Jersey p.h.] — rrose@pitneyhardin.com
Hal Ross [Kansas Territorials & postmarks] — halross@sbcglobal.net
Vincent Ross [Indiana, RPO] — var@bluemarble.net
Steven Roth [WWI-interruption or rerouting of foreign destination;
U.S. inland waterways & coastal ship before Civil War]
— stevenroth@comcast.net
Art Rupert [Rural Branches & Stations, CPO]
— aerupert@bentonrea.com
Roger Rydberg [Colorado postal history]
— rrydberg5@comcast.net
Russ Ryle [Indiana p.h; U.S. Registered material]
— theryles@bluemarble.net
Bill Sammis [US Express Company labels, stamps & covers]
— cds13@cornell.edu
William A. Sandrik [Dealer + collects Disinfected mail, Austrian
Lloyd] — sandrik42@verizon.net +
www.ballstonphilatelics.com
A.J. Savakis [Ohio-machines] — mcsforum@aol.com
W. Michael Schaffer [UN postal history, forces mail]
— unmike@msn.com
Allan Schefer [U.S. foreign mails 1861-1870; fancy cancels, 3¢ US
1861, Bicycle advertising covers & pcs]
— schef2 In@netscape.net
Henry B. Scheuer .[U.S. FDCs, pre-1935]
— hscheuer@jmsonline.com
Steve Schmale [Dealer-pc & photos. Collects Plumas Co, Sierras
& gold mining related] — outweststeve(@comcast.net
Dennis W. Schmidt [US Official postal stationery/covers]
— officials2001 @yahoo.com
Fred Schmitt — [Dealer] — fred@fredschmitt.com &
http://www.fredschmitt.com
Robert Schultz [Missouri postal history]
— schulhstry@aol.com
Joseph Sedivy [1909 corners on cover & card; RPO, Chicago
streetcars] — JNJSED717@aol.com
John Seidl — [Cayman Islands etc] jseidl@mindspring.com
Larry R. Sell [postal history/banknotes,1861,1902s]
— philart@infoblvd.net
Mike Senta [Alaska postal history] — msenta@pobox.mtaonline.net
Norman Shachat [Phila. & Bucks Co. PH]
— nshachat@msn.com
Edwin H. Shane [Philippines, WWII military PI, masonic,
Computers — edmarshane@earthlink.net
Robert Shaub [PA: York Co; MD: Baltimore Co]
— farmersdaughter@cyberia.com
Terry Shaw [Alaska] — cgsarchxx@aol.com
Timothy M. Sheehan [NM Territorial postal history]
— sheehantm@aol.com
Gina Sheridan — [eclectic] gsherida8502@yahoo.com
Lawrence Sherman — larrysherman@san.rr.com
David J. Simmons [Central Massachusetts] — dsim465835@cs.com
Roland Simoneau [Nevada postal history] — rsimoneaul @cfl.rr.com
Ed Siskin [U.S. Colonial] - esiskin@cox.rr.com
Rich Small [Machine cancels, post offices] — rsmall003@comcast.net
&http://hometown.aol.com/rsmall9293/mcfmain.htm
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R. J. “Jack” Smalling [lowa DPOs; baseball autographs]
— jack@baseballaddresses.com
Chet Smith [US branches & stations] — cms@psu.edu
Jack M. Smith, Sr. [Texas DPOs; TX Doane Co-ordinator]
— jandd@tstar.net
Fred Smyithe — fredabet@paulbunyan.net
Gus Spector [PA advertising covers & postal history]
— gspec56(@aol.com
Keith Spencer [Alberta & western Canada] — krs2@ualberta.ca
Duane Spidle [Colorado postal history & RPOs; 1907 & earlier
precancels] —dspidle@dspidle.cnc.net
Anita Sprankle [Northcentral PA DPOs] — lysprank@aol.com
Ken Stach [Dakota & Nebraska territories]
— ken.stach@kosa.com
Kurt Stauffer — [WWII POW mail & military postal history]
— kastauffer@aol.com
Randy Stehle — RSTEHLE@jix.netcom.com
Rex H. “Jim” Stever [Republic of Texas] — rhstever@hotmail.com
Carl Stieg [Washington, D.C.] — carl phil@webtv.net
Seymour B. Stiss (Chicago & Illinois postal history)
—sbstiss@msn.com
Robert Stoldal [Nevada] - stoldal@lvcom.com
Matt Stoll [Samoa, Arizona & NJ p.h.] — stoll57@yahoo.com
Greg Stone [stampless covers] — michcovers@ec.rr.com
David L. Straight [Pneumatic mail] — dls@library.wustl.ed
Howard P. Strohn [CA: Monterey & San Benito Co]
— howardpstrohn@mybluelight.com
Eric Sullivan [Dealer, postcards. Collects Durant, Raquette Lake,
Adirondacks, NY; Gildersleeve, Portland, CT. PH,
postcards, ephemera. — oldcards2@aol.com
Bob Summerell [Dealer: Postal History/Deltiology.
Collects: Depression era 4-bars] — kusummer@aol.com
Greg Sutherland — [Dealer: Freeman’s philatelic literature]
— gregfreecoax.net http://www.gregfree.com
Robert Svoboda [Montana postal history]
— SVOBODA7@aol.com
Bob Swanson [WWI p.h.] — rds@swansongrp.com
& www.swansongrp.com/posthist.html
John Swanson — jns@johnninaswanson.com
Bill Tatham [California] — wtatham@gte.net
Lavar Taylor [German Colonies, Hong Kong, US mail to Germany;
German Seapost/Schiffspost] — Itaylor@taylorlaw.com
Stephen T. Taylor [Dealer: USA stamps & postal history]
— staylor995@aol.com & www.stephentaylor.co.uk
Gerry Tenney [Prexies, washFrank, 183’s, Westchester & Ulster
Counties NY, C23’s commercial usage]
— gtenney(@earthlink.net
The Collectors Club — (New York) collectorsclub@nac.net
David Thompson [Wisconsin p.h.] — thompdae@msn.com
Don Thompson [Stampless NH, MA, FL]
— thomcat7405@aol.com
Harvey Tilles — tilles@triad.rr.com
Don Tocher [19th Century US] — dontoch@jix.netcom.com
& http://www.postalnet.com/dontocher/
Allan Tomey [Indian war military & war of 1812, esp Naval]
— atomey(@cs.com
Bob Trachimowicz [Worcester, Mass. P.history; Wesson Tobs of
Worcester] — track@alum.wpi.edu
William Treat [CO: Clear Creek, Gilpin & Jefferson counties 1850s-
1930s] — jtsouthwest@msn.com
Kenneth Tretten — [lowa: Floyd Co.] revenuer@omnitelcom.com
Selden Trimble [Confederate, early U.S.] — strimble@rollanet.org
Ron Trosclair [Louisiana postal history]
— rontrosclair@yahoo.com
Joseph A. Turek [classic US, flag cancels, Doanes]
— joecpa312@aol.com
Henry G. Turnbull [Arizona & Maine p.h.]
— aznpthgt1@webtv.net
Tom Turner [Alabama postal history] — turnertomp@aol.com
William T. Uhls [Texas, Canal Zone] — buhls@austin.rr.com

Bill Ulaszewski [Ohio history, covers, folded letters]
— odeman99@aol.com
Tom Unterberger [WI: Douglas County]
— unterberger@chartermi.net
Tonny van Loij — tonnyvanl@msn.com
Dirk van Gelderen [Alaska postal history] — dirk@esveld.nl
Hal Vogel — halvogel@ispwest.com
Jim Walker [NJ: Coryell Ferry Stamp Club. Collects NJ & Eastern
PA postal history] — jiwalker@earthlink.net
W. Danforth Walker [MD: Baltimore, Howard Co., Westminster]x
— dan@insurecollectibles.com
Gordon L. Wall [CA,NVNM,WI,AZ pre-cancels; Finland]
— gordonwallwis@aol.com
Bill Wallace [IL: Cook, Lake, DuPage, Ogle counties; Chicago
suburbs; ND: western counties] — wallacehoss@aol.com
Charles Wallis [OK Indian Territory] — cswallis@telepath.com
Lauck Walton [Early US machine cancels, unusual usages on postal
cards, C&D, county & postmaster cancels]
— jwalton@shentel.net
William C. Walton [Mexico, Territorial covers]
— wew078@webtv.net
Ron Wankel [Nebraska & WWII APOs on #UC9]
— rwankel@aol.com
Ron Ward [Maryland PH] — Anoph2@aol.com
Richard Warfield [Dealer. Collects RPOs, MD Doanes, early Flag &
machine cancels.] — everettbooks@comcast.net
Robert Washburn [modern US postal history esp. usages of PNCs]
— stamps@kynd.net
Jim Watson [Mendocino/Lake Co. CA cancels] — pygwats@mcn.org
John S. Weigle [CA: Ventura Co; interrupted mail;
officially sealed mail of world] — jweigle@vcnet.com
Rich Weiner [18" & 19" C letters w/ high content value; NC stampless
Covers] — rweiner@duke.edu
Larry Weinstock [Dealer-Western postal history]
— wstampscovers@aol.com
Robert B. Whitney — rmwhit1@juno.com
C. Michael Wiedemann [Cutlery advertising, FL postal history]
— cmikew(@mindspring.com
Clarence J. Winstead [NC postcards, RPOs & Doanes]
— clarencewinstead@hotmail.com.
Richard F. Winter [transatlantic mail] — rfwinter@bellsouth.net
Kirk Wolford [P.H. Dealer] — krkstpco@goldstate.net
Bob Yacano — ryacano@triad.rr.com
Gene Youngman — youngmanpc@yahoo.com
Nicholas Zevos [Postal history of Northern New York]
— zevosn@Potsdam.edu
Michael Zolno —mzolno@aol.com
POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETIES
(For a listing of all U.S. State Postal History Societies
on-line, see the web page for the Empire State Postal
History Society) — http://www.esphs.org/usphsoc.html

Your Classified Ad could reach 1,000 United
States postal history enthusiasts.

Send your copy by post or e-mail and we’ll
invoice you for the proper rate.

Cheap but effective!

helbock@la-posta.com
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The Manhattan Project & Beyond:
Postal Historic Evidence

By Richard W. Helbock
Preface

l egacies of the Second World War—both do-
mestic and international—have dramatically
changed the way we all live on our small planet.

Participation of huge numbers of women and people
of color in the war effort forever altered perceptions
about the proper role of women in society and the
expectations of minority ethnic and racial components
of'the American population. The 1960s saw these new
attitudes become important civil movements that were
eventually translated into legislation. The GI Bill—a
promise of government sponsored education for all
those who fought for their country—spawned a mas-
sive growth in higher education and advanced train-
ing in post-war America. Increasing skill levels led
directly to greater expectations on the part of the
middle class and both of these factors dovetailed nicely
with American industry’s goals to sell more homes,
automobiles and refrigerators as it shifted production
from military to civilian requirements.

The impact of these social changes on the broad
American landscape was no doubt unimaginable to
those who conceived and implemented the policies
that set them in motion. A post-war middle class en-
riched with better education, good jobs and more
money to spend demanded a piece of the American
dream. The “dream” was typically defined in mate-
rial terms and often included a family with two or
more kids, a comfortable home with a green lawn and
trees in the suburbs, a nice shiny new car that could
be replaced every few years and a generous helping
of'those new gadgets and toys that rolled off America’s
production lines in ever-growing quantities.

America’s birth rate began to climb impressively in
1946 and remained well above historic levels for more
than two decades. The term Baby Boom was coined,

Richard W. Helbock earned a Ph.D. in economic
geography at the University of Pittsburgh and completed
post-doctoral research in demography at the Center for
Population Studies at the University of North Carolina.
He spent 18 months working with the Pakistan Institute
of Development Economics in Islamabad and has
authored several scholarly articles on economics and
population growth in Pakistan.

and it wasn’t just America that experienced this up-
surge in post-war population. Physical manifestations
of the American Dream included the conversion of
huge tracts of previously rural land surrounding most
cities to vast suburban sprawls featuring not only hous-
ing, but schools, churches, shopping centers, golf
courses, drive-in theatres, cemeteries and all those
other features of human occupation we have come to
know so well. Tying all this together, we built incred-
ible networks of streets, roads, highways and, in or-
der to link one growing metropolis with another, su-
per highways—the Interstate System.

Internationally, the legacies of World War II were no
less revolutionary. Although the American Dream—
or some local variation thereof—was largely restricted
to industrialized nations of North America and Eu-
rope, two much more widespread legacies of the war
had taken root in Asia, Latin America and Africa (the
Third World as we began calling it): access to West-
ern medicine and public heath standards, and the death
of colonialism.

Both of these legacies were the result of increased
contact between Westerners and Third World regions
and their people. American, British, French, Cana-
dian, Australian, and yes, even German and Italian
citizens serving in the armed services of their nations
were stationed or posted to scores of Third World ar-
eas during the conduct of World War II. Health care
workers—most military, but some civilian—brought
drugs and improved sanitation practices that soon
passed outward from the military bases and were
adopted by the broader population. Chronically high
infant death rates began to plummet and preventable
diseases such as malaria, cholera and dysentery went
into decline. The impact upon population growth was
astounding; particularly across Africa and Asia.

The death of traditional political colonialism was a
much more complicated phenomenon. Colonial poli-
cies of Britain, France, Germany, Netherlands, the
United States and others had already attracted local
opposition in the Third World before the war, but the
war seemed to act as a catalyst in unifying local inde-
pendence movements. Each colony followed a unique
path toward independence in the post-war world, and
each colonial power reacted to the death of colonial-
ism in its own particular manner. There were negoti-
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ated, non-violent arrangements such as that achieved
between the United States and the Philippines. There
were largely non-violent, but direct confrontations
involving civil disobedience such as that led by
Ghandi in achieving India’s independence from Brit-
ain. And there were long, terrible bloody wars such
as that led by Ho Chi Minh against the French in Viet
Nam.

Whatever the mechanism for political change, the map
of Asia and Africa—and to a lesser extent, the Carib-
bean—changed from the broad swathes of pink and
blue of pre-war European ownership to a patchwork
of colors representing newly independent nations.

According to widely held popular opinion—both here
in the United States and throughout most of the
world—the World War II legacies cited above are
perceived as good or positive effects. Living standards
in America, Europe, as well as a reconstructed Japan
have improved dramatically for the average citizen
over the past half-century. People are living longer.
They are better educated, healthier (discounting life-
style choices) and have access to more material goods
than any people in times past.

Despite these overwhelming positive aspects, we are
beginning to sense that there are hidden costs to our
rapid expansion of consumption. Some of the more
obvious costs involve loss of air and water quality,
but others such as depletion of natural resources and
the impact of pollution on global systems of climate
and ocean circulation are only now being documented.
Naturally, since any restriction of the production pro-
cess would have negative financial implications for
the producers, all of these “hidden costs™ are being
fiercely challenged and they remain a subject of lively
debate.

The effect of the aforementioned World War II lega-
cies throughout the Third World is even less clear.
Improved health care and sanitation provide obvious
positive benefits for the millions living in Africa and
Asia, but, without the kind of societal changes that
led Europeans and American to limit their family sizes,
many Third World populations have raced far ahead
of the ability of their village-based economies to feed
them. The result has been half a century a local and
regional natural catastrophes caused by drought, flood
or pestilence. In recent years, these natural catastro-
phes have been exacerbated by tribal wars that have
attained horrific proportions such as the Hutu versus
Tutsi conflict in Rwanda.

There are a few recently independent countries that
have become politically stable and prosperous such
as South Korea and Malaysia; others that have en-
joyed some political and economic progress includ-
ing Egypt, Kenya, the Philippines, Morocco, Tuni-
sia, and, more recently, India and China. But the vast
majority of sub-Saharan African nations are chaotic
regions of misery led by ignorant, greedy warlords
who have seized power through the gun and hold their
people in poverty while squirreling away the profits
from whatever natural resources they can—often with
the aide or acquiescence of outside economic inter-
ests. This situation has also plagued some Asian na-
tions, but to a lesser extent than in Africa.

If these outwardly positive legacies are now begin-
ning to appear somewhat tarnished by a growing sus-
picion that they might not have been well thought out
in terms of their long-term consequences, then there
is another major legacy of World War II that was con-
troversial from its inception and remains no less so
today. That legacy is nuclear weaponry, and the pur-
pose of this article is to investigate the postal historic
evidence of its beginnings in the United States.

World War II development, delivery and testing of
nuclear weapons in the United States were shared
among the military services. The Army Corps of En-
gineers was in charge of designing and building an
atomic bomb, the Air Force—newly evolved from the
Army Air Corps—delivered the bombs that destroyed

Figure 1 A nuclear cloud rises over Nagasaki off
the wing of a US Air Force observation plane.
(US Air Force photo)
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Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and the Navy was given
oversight of a series of Pacific nuclear tests in the
immediate post-war period known as Operation Cross-
roads. There was some measure of inter-service co-
operation and involvement in each of these three
phases, but, in the interest of organizational simplic-
ity and because the phases lend themselves to a use-
ful chronology, we will relate the story according to
the primary military service responsibility.

The Manhattan Project:
US Army Design & Construction

General Leslie M. Groves, U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers, was chosen to supervise a project to design,
develop and test an atomic bomb. In the autumn of
1942, when Groves was appointed to head the project,
no one knew whether such a device could be built
and detonated, and if it were detonated what the con-
sequences would be.

Physicists hypothesized in early 1939 that an atom of
uranium-235—a rare heavy, but very unstable, ele-
ment—could be split, and that in so doing a tremen-
dous amount of energy would be released. Almost
immediately, some saw the potential of such a feat as
a means of producing huge amounts of power to light
cities and operate industries. Others—given the dark
side of human nature—visualized an incredibly pow-
erful weapon that could swing the course of conflict
and make its owner the most powerful nation on the
planet.

In late 1939 President Roosevelt authorized a group
known as the Advisory Committee on Uranium.
Chaired by Dr. Vannevar Bush and composed of mem-
bers of the Bureau of Standards, the Army and the
Navy, the Uranium Committee met with civilian
physicists and chemists from time to time in order to
keep abreast of developments in the area of atomic
research. The committee learned in April of 1940 that
the Kaiser Wilhelm Institute in Berlin was engaged
in an extensive uranium research program. Alarm bells
rang in Washington.

The National Defense Research Committee (NDRC)
was created in June 1940 and one of its tasks was to
set the Uranium Committee on an ambitious research
program conducted through universities and public
and private institutions. Funding was through the
Army and Navy Departments. The University of Cali-
fornia and the Metallurgical Laboratory of the Uni-
versity of Chicago were two of the leading partici-

pants in this research. In November 1941 the Ura-
nium Committee oversaw 16 projects exploring both
the energy and weapons potential of uranium atom
splitting, or fission, funded at a total of $300,000.

Among the discoveries made by this research was that
Uranium-238, a stable form of the element found in
nature, could be transmuted into a new, highly fis-
sionable element called plutonium. In March 1941 a
team from the University of California succeeded in
creating sub-microscopic amounts of Plutonium-239
and confirmed that neutron bombardment of Pluto-
nium could indeed produce a fission reaction. Fol-
lowing these discoveries, the University of Chicago
team began researching the subject of designing and
building a plant for the conversion of uranium into
plutonium. Work on this project was underway when
the United States entered the war. On December 16"
a decision was made based on the recommendation
of the Uranium Committee’s Dr. Bush to transfer re-
search and construction of the proposed plutonium
processing plan to the Army Corps of Engineers. A
more detailed report of research activities, including
the opinion of the Committee that construction of a
nuclear weapon was possible and that such a weapon
could be used decisively, was sent to President
Roosevelt in June 1942. The President approved
Bush’s report and the next day the Corps of Engi-
neers began organizing a new engineering district to
carry out the Army’s program to develop an atomic
weapon. That district became known as the Manhat-
tan Engineering District (MED) after the site of the
district’s headquarters in New York. Considerable
thought went into the selection of a name that would
be vague and not too specific so as to avoid arousing
any unwanted outside interest.

One of the first tasks of the MED was to locate a suit-
able tract of land upon which to build the plutonium
production plants. Initially it was thought that all the
necessary facilities could be built at the same loca-
tion. The site would require a very large tract of un-
developed land away from both coasts so as to mini-
mize chances for enemy attack. Production would
require large amounts of electrical power and an abun-
dant supply of water. The climate must be mild enough
to permit year round heavy construction, and the site
should have good travel access to Washington, New
York and Chicago. The area selected must also be able
to supply an adequate civil labor force for both con-
struction and plant operation. Colonel Groves, then
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Map 1 Oak Ridge, Tennessee, site development plan (Source: Fine &
Remington, The Corps of Engineers: Construction in the United

States, page 670)

serving as Deputy Chief of Construction for the Corps,
decided that the best place would be somewhere near

Knoxville, Tennessee.

Oak Ridge

Exploration of the Cumberlands west of |

Knoxville in late June 1942 eventually led

the Corps to select a 100-square-mile rect-

angular site with washboard terrain south-
west of the small town of Clinton, Tennes-
see. Bulldozers arrived in the Clinch River
Valley in early 1943 and began transform-
ing the peaceful countryside into a mam-
moth construction project. Officially named
the Clinton Engineer Works, work on the
project was given a very high priority. Con-
struction crews jumped from 1,000 men in
January to 7,300 in April 1943 with the
majority being drawn from local labor

pools. At the peak of construction, Clinton G

employed some 47,000. Building materi-
als were shipped by rail from all over the

country and freight cars soon jammed rail
sidings for miles around the tiny stations
of Elza and Oliver Springs.

Fine and Remington describe the early
weeks of construction in The Corps of En-
gineers: Construction in the United States
as follows:

In the northeast corner of the reservation, on the
slopes of Black Oak Ridge, laborers battered
subsurface rock to trench sewer and water lines
for a residential community. To the south in East
Fork Valley, alongside a new four-lane turnpike,
carpenters erected plywood huts to house con-
struction workers. Still farther south, beyond the
crest of Pine Ridge, in the meadowlands of Bear
Creek Valley, surveyors staked out base lines for
the great electromagnetic plant. Some six miles
to the southwest, on the Bethel Valley Road, work
gangs prepared the site for the plutonium semi-
works. On the low ground of neighboring Happy
Valley, near the spot where Poplar Creek flowed
into the Clinch, engineers scoured a 5,000-acre
tract with a view to building the gaseous diffu-
sion plant there.

Map 1 depicts the Clinton Engineer Works
overall layout with reference to these dis-
tinct construction areas.

By the fall of 1943, Oak Ridge—the name
chosen by Colonel J. C. Marshall who

served as District Engineer until July 1943, had be-
come a rapidly growing city and construction of its

various labs was proceeding on schedule. Labor camps
occupied three different locations and roads and utili-

S NNE

Figure 2 The housing area along

A

Black Oak Ridge. (Source: Fine &

Remington, The Corps of Engineers: Construction in the United

States, page 671)
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tinued to be postmarked at Clinton
throughout the war. On July 30,
1943, a new post office with the
name Oak Ridge was established
with George E. Bowling appointed
as its first postmaster. Classified
branches of Oak Ridge were soon

e
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established at Gamble Valley,
Trailer City and Wheat Colony and
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a new station was opened with the
name West, to provide additional
postal service to the sprawling new
community. Figure 4 illustrates a
cover postmarked at the Oak Ridge
post office in 1944.

Figure 3 The Clinton, Tennessee, post office provided mail service for

Hanford

construcion workers and military personnel at the Clinton Engineering Works

in the early days, but more direct service became available with the opening of

Oak Ridge post office in July 1943.

ties were rapidly improving. One year later saw Oak
Ridge grow to become Tennessee’s fifth largest city
with 37,000 workers pushing the two main separa-
tion plants toward completion and the assembly of
hundreds of pre-fabricated homes by builders in the
residential area. Figure I illustrates a contemporary
aerial view of some of the prefabricated houses on
Black Oak Ridge.

The Clinton plants finally all began successful opera-
tions by March 1945 and were ready to begin han-
dling bulk quantities of fissionable material.

POSTAL SERVICE

Initially mail service was provided by the Clinton post
office, and, as may be seen in figure 3, some mail
from military personnel assigned to Oak Ridge con-

Manhattan Project planners had
originally planned to locate the full-
scale plant for plutonium process-
ing at the Tennessee site. In November 1942 opera-
tion of the plutonium processing plant was assigned
to the DuPont Company and it was suggested that,
for safety’s sake, it might be best to locate the plant
elsewhere than in Tennessee. As General Groves later
wrote in Now it Can be Told:

I was more than a little uneasy myself about the possible
danger to the surrounding population (from the produc-
tion plant). The Clinton site at Oak Ridge was not far from
Knoxville, and while I felt that the possibility of serious
danger was small, we could not be absolutely sure; no one
knew what might happen, if anything, when a chain reac-
tion was attempted in a large reactor. If because of some
unknown and unanticipated factor a reactor were to ex-
plode and throw great quantities of highly radioactive
materials into the atmosphere when the wind was blowing
toward Knoxville, the loss of life and the damage to health
in the area might be catastrophic.

Figure 4 This cover was
posted at Oak Ridge by a
sergeant in the Special
Engineering Detachment.
These units consisted
largely of technicians and
scientists, many of whom
had been drafted from their
civilian jobs doing the same
work, into the Army to
continue working their jobs
at lower pay and a more
regulated lifestyle.
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Map 2 Hanford, Washington, site development plan (Source: Fine &
Remington, The Corps of Engineers: Construction in the United
States, page 675)

be the best and on January 16, 1943, a de-
cision was made to site the facility at
Hanford, a very small community in the
sagebrush Columbia plateau of central
Washington. The Hanford site became one
of the largest purchases of land made by
the government during the war with a bit
less than half a million acres procured.

The Hanford Engineer Works roared into
action in the early months of 1943. In late
March General Groves outlined construc-
tion plans for the site that included: three
huge nuclear reactors spaced miles apart on
the right bank of the Columbia River; two
chemical separation areas south of the
plants; a construction camp at Hanford; a
plant for making uranium slugs and testing
pile materials on the Richland-Hanford
road; and a town providing residence for
operating personnel at Richland (map 2).
In early May 1943 there were 1,300 men at
work on the project, but over the next three
months DuPont recruiters enlisted nearly
10,000 more, mostly from the Great Plains.
Construction on the multiple Hanford
projects was dogged by supply shortages
of steel and other crucial materials and suf-
fered from labor unrest caused by stress
from the relentless pace and isolation. Some

It was decided therefore to identify another site at
which to build the plutonium processing facility. The
site needed to have abundant and reliable water and
electricity. It must offer a hazard-
ous manufacturing area at least 12
miles by 16 miles in size. This area
must be situated at least ten miles
upwind of the employees’ residen-
tial area and no town of as many
as one thousand residents could be
within 20 miles of the plant.

45 thousand workers were employed on the Hanford
Project at its peak. Finally, on September 27, 1944,
the first nuclear pile was loaded and ready. Fermi gave

Requirements such as these led
Army site specialists to the west-
ern United States and they began
focusing on three areas: northern
California with access to power
from Shasta Dam, southern Cali-
fornia with power from Boulder
Dam and central Washington State
with power from Grand Coulee
Dam. The third choice appeared to

.
A,""Ff:m‘ S

Figure 5 Contemporary post card photo by Robley L Johnson showmg an
aerial view of the first pile area at Hanford still under construction.
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Figure 6 Hanford Branch : -
of the Pasco post office ’
was established June 1,
1943, to replace the small
rural independent post
office at the Hanford
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the signal to begin withdrawing the control rods to
start the chain reaction. At first, the chain reaction
started and it continued for a few hours before it sud-
denly died out. Back to the drawing boards went the
DuPont engineers, and before too long they identi-
fied the mistake and took corrective action. The next
attempt saw a successful and sustained chain reac-
tion.

POSTAL SERVICE

Operating post offices existed at Hanford, Richland
and Pasco in 1942. The Hanford post office was a
very small facility located in one of the two general
stores in the Community. It was closed on May 31,
1943, and replaced by Hanford Classified Branch of
the Pasco Post Office (figure 6). Mail from construc-
tion employees tended to pass through the Hanford
Branch. Mail from plant supervisors and operators
was typically mailed through Richland or Pasco.

Los Alamos

The most secret and sensitive of all Manhattan Engi-
neering District projects was known as Zia. Originally
conceived as a top-secret research laboratory where
the nation’s brightest atomic scientists and top-flight
technicians could design and develop an atomic bomb
away from the glare of public scrutiny, Los Alamos—
the name that stuck—eventually became a quasi-mili-
tary compound jammed with 7,500 people engaged
in ordnance, metallurgy and engineering as well as
physics.

A combination of brilliant, but undisciplined, academ-
ics and overly security-conscious military people
tucked away on top of a remote, scenic New Mexican
mesa working under unbearable pressure to accom-
plish a project that had never been done before was a
tailor-made recipe for discontent and failure. Yet,
somehow, for better or for worse, it was a success.

Los Alamos was given a dual personality. It was a
scientific laboratory operated by the University of
California under the direction of Dr. Robert
Oppenheimer. But it was also an Army installation
under the Chief of Engineers and initially commanded
by Lt. Colonel John Harman. The line of responsibil-
ity between the two leaders was far from well-defined.

The site was occupied by the private and exclusive
Los Alamos Ranch School prior to the MED’s selec-
tion, and a decision was made to allow the school to
complete its January 1943 term before closing. Con-
struction, however, was already being organized from
a hastily established headquarters in Santa Fe, and
throughout January workmen and the school popula-
tion got in each other’s way. By spring, the well-kept
grounds and log and stone buildings of the attractive
rural campus had been transformed into a collection
of drab apartments, bleak barracks, makeshift labora-
tories separated by dirt streets and surrounded by
chain-link fences. The first of the recruited scientists
and technicians began arriving in mid-March 1943,
and their reactions were said to range from indigna-
tion to despair. General Groves had ordered building
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contractors to provide few amenities for civilian or
military housing, and the accommodations on offer
were Spartan apartments with paper-thin walls, inad-
equate wiring and old-fashioned cook stoves. There
were no telephones, no gas, no sidewalks and no bath-
tubs except for those with enough rank and prestige
to occupy one of the Ranch School houses. The chief
complaint among the newly arrived civilian families
was that there was no school.

Many of these problems were the result of normal
“growing pains” for a project that was largely with-
out precedent, but they had the effect of setting the
civilian and military communities at odds with each
other. This opposition experienced highs and lows
over time, but it never completely disappeared.

The Army commander, Colonel Harman, was replaced
by Lt. Col. Whitney Ashbridge, son of a wealthy Phila-
delphia family who had graduated from MIT and ac-
tually attended the Ranch School as a youth.
Oppenheimer recommended that Ashbridge be ap-
pointed to Harman’s staff, and General Groves bet-
tered his request

The winter of 1943-1944 was exceptionally hard by
New Mexico standards. Temperatures dropped to lows
below minus 20 degrees and the snow fell heavily. In
mid-January a three-foot blanket of snow covered Los
Alamos and an addition of two feet of snow fell in the
next eight weeks. Needless-to-say, construction was
slowed, although not entirely stopped.

Early residents adapted and adjusted to life in Los
Alamos. No doubt most were grateful for the improve-
ments that had been won during the difficult months
of 1943. Recruitment of new scientists and techni-
cians continued as the Los Alamos mission evolved
over time, and recent arrivals were often appalled by
the situation they found in 1944. Fine and Remington
describe “the Hill” thus:

Latecomers to the Hill found a world of barbed wire fences,
armed guards, and snarling patrol dogs, where mail was
censored and telephones were tapped, a world of spread-
ing slums and pinching privations, where the austere Sundt
Apartments (those built for the original civilians) were
called “Snob Hollow,” where fresh milk, vegetables, and
meat were occasionally in short supply, and where water
and power were rationed. Uniforms were much in evidence.

oo

and appointed Ash-
bridge as Com-
manding Officer
beginning May 31,
1943.

Los Alamos grew
rapidly in the sum-
mer of 1943. New
housing was built
for a population
that would quickly
double, redouble,
and double once
again before then
end of the year.
Water and power
supplies were also
greatly expanded.
A modern 8-room
school was erected.
Research was aided
by construction of
an air conditioned, dustproof chemical-metallurgical
laboratory, and a proving ground was built at Anchor
Ranch, a few miles south of the laboratory-housing
area.

Figure 7 Contemporary war time aerial view of Los Alamos showing
apartments, barracks and laboratories clustered on the arid plateau.
(Source: Fine & Remington, The Corps of Engineers: Construction in
the United States, page 699)

Every third laboratory
worker belonged to
the Special Engineer
Detachment; many of
these men, naturally
disgruntled, were
former Los Alamos
civilians, drafted and
put back in their old
jobs as GI's. Other sol-
diers were mocked as
security “creeps” or
custodial “plumbers”
by the citizenry at
large. Hostilities ran
deep and factions
flourished. Griev-
ances were many and
forcibly expressed.

Stress resulting from
the many cares of
military command
caused Colonel
Ashbridge to de-
velop a heart condi-
tion and he collapsed
in late 1944 at the Amarillo, Texas, airport on a trip
back to Los Alamos from Washington. He was re-
lieved of command and quickly replaced by Colonel
Gerald Tyler, who had been working on construction
of the Alcan Highway.
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The change of military command coincided with—
although probably did not cause—a change in atti-
tudes among the civilians at Los Alamos. Break-
throughs were being made in the mysteries of bomb
design and the emphasis was shifting from reasearch
and development to production. The war in Europe
was going well for the Allies and spirits were on the
rise across the nation. Germany’s surrender on May
7, 1945, gave rise to an urgency to finish the “job”
before the war ended and all the Los Alamos work
would have had no impact. Some project employees
were dispatched to assist the Air Force in choosing
targets and planning the take-off from Tinian in the
Marianas, 1,500 miles from Tokyo.

In late 1944 a group of 100 Engineer troops under
command of captain Samuel Davalos were dispatched
to Alamogordo Air Field in south-central New Mexico
to establish a base camp in a remote area of the base.
Code named “Trinity,” the site was situated on the
flat, desolate plain known as the Jornada del Muerto—
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The brilliant flash of light was visible in Santa Fe,
some 180 miles to the north. This event ushered in a
new, and thus far, more terrible age for mankind.

PoOSTAL SERVICE

All communication into and out of Los Alamos were
considered highly sensitive by the Army. Unlike Oak
Ridge and Hanford where postal service was avail-
able through regular Post Office Department facili-
ties, mail to and from military and civilian residents
of Los Alamos was supervised by the military and
most was censored. A Los Alamos post office was in
operation at the Los Alamos Ranch Trading Post be-
fore the Army arrived, but it was closed November 8,
1943. A series of post office boxes were made avail-
able at the Santa Fe post office, and all mail to resi-
dents of Los Alamos was addressed through these
boxes. Known post office boxes used for Los Alamos
are shown in fable 1.

far from any developed communi- Santa Fe P.O. Box | Mail for:

ties and the air base proper. — -

Throughout the spring and early 168 Los Alamos

summer, the Engineers constructed | 180 Los Alamos: Military & Technical Staff
access roads, bunkers, magazines, | 527 Los Alamos

a ptower S}(;Stef(l),o cfon}[m;milctation 1036 Los Alamos

systems and a 100-foot steel tower - ; .
that would cradle the bomb. Every- 1539 Los Alamos: Me‘dlc‘al & Non-technical
thing was in readiness by July 15, | 1663 Los Alamos: Scientists

and on the morning of July 16" the

first atomic bomb was detonated. It
produced a huge fireball followed by
a gigantic mushroom shaped cloud
that rose to a height of 10,000 feet.

Table 1 Santa Fe, New Mexico, post office boxes known to have been used to
conceal the destination of mail to and from Los Alamos Laboratories.
(Source: Charles R. Entwistle, Undercover Addresses of World War II,
Revised Edition, Perth, Scotland: Chavril Press, 1992.)
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Figure 8 This cover
was addressed to a
private in the Los
Alamos Special

¥=1 FEngineering

=| Detachment through

1 PO. Box 180, Santa

| Fe. It bears censor tape
and a handstamp
marking.
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Figure 9 censored cover from Bronx,
New York, to a sergeant in the Corps of
Engineers at Los Alamos.
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Figure 10 This cover was mailed by Robert Sackheim, a Los Alamos scientist to his brother and
postmarked just 10 days after the Trinity blast. Mail originating at the base was required to be submitted

to Military Police unsealed for inspection.

Figure & illustrates a cover postmarked Springfield,
[llinois, in September 1943 and addressed to a pri-
vate in the Special Engineering Detachment (SED)
Post Office Box 180. A lightly struck circular Base
Examiner censor handstamp appears at right and cel-
lophane censor tape reseals the left edge. Figure 9
depicts a cover postmarked New York, Bronx Cen-
tral Annex, dated March 9, 1945, to a sergeant in the

Corps of Engineers through Box 1663, Santa Fe. It,
too, bears a handstamp censor marking and cellophane
tape reseal.

Outgoing mail is less commonly seen, but figure 10
illustrates a cover postmarked Santa Fe, July 26,
1945—just 10 days after the Trinity bomb detona-
tion. The cover bears a return address of Robert B.
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Figure 11 (top) and 12 (bottom) Mail destined for Los Alamos continued to be addressed
through Santa Fe until the Los Alamos post office was re-established in May 1947, but even

after that the Box 1663 address was used.

Sackheim, a 1939 MIT grad and apparently one of
the scientists engaged in the project. There are no
obvious indications of censorship on this cover, but
outgoing mail was required to be submitted unsealed
to military police at Los Alamos and it is possible
that such mail was not marked with censorship
handstamps.

The practice of sending mail to Los Alamos contin-
ued after the end of the war. Figure 11 shows a cover
from a Los Alamos resident still using Box 1663 and
postmarked Santa Fe on January 8, 1947. The post-
war Los Alamos post office was finally re-established
May 16, 1947, but as figure 12 shows the Box 1663
address continued to be used by some residents well
into 1948.

The 509" Composite Group:
U.S. Air Force Delivery System

Preparations were already well underway when the
Trinity test proved that a nuclear weapon could be
detonated in July 1945. As early as mid-1943 Gen-
eral Groves had informed General H. H. Arnold of
the bomb project and made him responsible for modi-
fication of the delivery aircraft—a long-range B-29
only recently put into production—and for organiz-
ing and training a special air combat unit that would
be capable of using the bomb. Work on modifying
the special planes began in early 1944 with the goal
of producing a group of fifteen aircraft. Modifications

were substantial, but in large measure, it was decided
that the bomb would be tailored to fit the plane rather
than the reverse.

General Arnold named Colonel Paul W. Tibbets, Jr.,
who compiled a distinguished flying record in Eu-
rope and North African campaigns. He was then cur-
rently testing B-29’s at Eglin Field in Florida. Tibbets
selected his key officers from those with whom he
had previously served and others who had compiled
outstanding service records. He alone was told the
true nature of the group’s mission. Other members of
the team were told only that they were to deliver some
sort of special bomb that they came to call “the gim-
mick.” Tibbets selected Wendover Field, a remote,
highly secure facility in Utah, as the group’s training
base.

The core of Tibbet’s bomb delivery team was a nor-
mal B-29 squadron. The 393 Bombardment Squad-
ron (Very Heavy) was chosen as the primary combat
unit. In September 1944 the 393" moved from its ini-
tial training ground at Fairmount Army Air Field,
Nebraska, to Wendover to become the core of the
newly organized 509" Composite Group. In addition
to its headquarters and the 393", the Group consisted
of the 390" Air Service Group (made up of the 603
Air Engineering Squadron and the 1027" Materiel
Squadron); the 320" Troop Carrier Squadron; the
1395" Military Police Company (Aviation); and after
March 6, 1945, the 1* Ordnance Squadron, Special
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Figure 13 This cover was posted by Lieutenant Carl Ackerman of the 393rd Bomb Squadron at Wendover
Field in April 1945 while the squadron was training for its bombing raid on Japan. Lt. Ackerman served as
Flight Engineer on Bock’s Car during the Nagasaki Mission.

(Aviation), guardian of the bomb. In total, the Group
had an authorized strength of 225 officers and 1,542
men. The 1% Technical Detachment, War Department
Miscellaneous Group—a team of military and civil-
ian scientists and technicians—was assigned to the
509" in June 1945.

The 393" completed its normal training at Wendover
by December by making bombing runs at a nearby
test facility with bombs loaded with inert material. In
January the squadron flew ten B-29’s to Batista Field,
Cuba, for visual and radar simulated bomb runs at
very high altitude. After the unit returned to Wendover
it began processing for overseas shipment. It was
equipped with the specially combat-modified B-29’s
in May. Figure 13 illustrates a cover mailed by Lieu-
tenant Carl Ackerman on Wendover Officers Club sta-
tionery and postmarked April 11, 1945. Lt. Ackerman
would later be on the crew that flew Bocks Car to
drop the bomb on Nagasaki.

Tinian

The 509" Composite Group moved to the island of
Tinian in the Mariannas in stages beginning on May
6™. The combat crews began arriving on June 11 after

flying in their own B-29’s. Transfer of the entire unit
was not completed until the end of July.

The decision to use Tinian as a base from which to
launch the bombing raids had been made in February
1945, and special preparations—including laboratory
and storage facilities for the bomb—were completed
before the 509" arrived. Tinian—an island about 12
miles long and six miles wide—had housed two Japa-
nese airstrips, and these became the central focus of
US Navy Seabee engineers once the island had been
seized by the Fourth Marine Division in July 1944.

The position of the Marianas—Guam, Saipan and
Tinian—in the central Pacific made them perfect
places from which to launch long-range bombing raids
on the main islands of Japan. Five great airfields were
eventually built on these three island, and each field
was the home of a Very Heavy Bombing wing of the
Air Force. Plans called for conversion of the two Japa-
nese airstrips on Tinians into two major airdromes—
each with massive runways capable of accommodat-
ing the new B-29 Superfortress.

Major construction was assigned to the US Navy’s
Seabees, and, because of the magnitude of the tasks
proposed for Tinian, an entirely new unit—the Sixth
Construction Brigade—was formed in June 1944. Two
battalions of the Brigade—the 18" and 121 NCB—
were assigned to the 4™ Marine Division and forward
echelons of these units accompanied the Marine ini-
tial assault on July 24, 1944. Figures 14 and 15 illus-
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Figure 14 Consored cover posted from Tinian
in February by a Seabee in the 18th NCB
engaged in building the great airdromes.

* galifornia

Figure 15 Censored cover posted from
Tinian in February by a Seabee in the
121st NCB engaged in building the great
airdromes. Elements of the 18th and 121st
Seabees joined the Marines in seizing
Tinian from the Japanese in July 1944.

’]f/ﬂ Don r. wans, CCH

/ 121st maval const. Bn.
7| Fleet Post office

‘san Francisco

porthern calirornia sportsments AssSrtu.
£,0. Box 760
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trate covers mailed by men in these two Seabee units
in February and May 1945 once the heavy airfield
building projects were well under way.

The Tinian airdromes were named West Field and
North Field. North Field was selected as the destina-
tion of the 509" Composite Group. The field consisted
of four 8,500-foot runways, plus taxiways, 173
quonset huts and 92 steel arch-rib buildings. Figure
16 illustrates a contemporary photo of North Field
and its four runways with the island of Saipan in the
background. The 135" Naval Construct Battalion was

the lead element in building the fourth of North Field’s
runways (figure 17). Construction was completed May
5, 1945.

Once settled on Tinian, the 393" combat crews were
given a standard seven-day indoctrination program
and began flight training. Training included five or
six practice missions with a navigaton flight to Iwo
Jima and bombing runs against Rota, Truk and other
islands. On July 20 the 509" began a series of combat
attacks against Japan with the dual purpose of famil-
iarizing crews with Japanese target areas and getting
the Japanese accustomed to seeing small formations

Figure 16 Tinian's North Field with the island of Saipan in the background. Scores of B-29's are parked adjacent

to the airdrome's four major runways. (Source: Bureau of Yards & Docks, Department of the Navy, Building the
Navy’s Bases in World War I, Vol. II, Washington: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1947, page 361)
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Figure 17 The 135th Seabees were responsible for leading the construction
program that built the fourth of North Field's 8,500 runways.

of high-flying (usually about 29,000 feet) B-29’s. The
509" was ready by the end of July to accomphsh its
mission. :

POSTAL SERVICE

Postal service for
American military
and naval construc-
tion battalions oper-
ating on Tinian was
supplied by a num-
ber of different
USPO branches.

Guard unit whose 1 Battalion was
dispatched to Tinian on June 30,
1945, to provide additional secu-
rity for the island.

Hiroshima and Nagasaki

The purpose of bombing Japan
with a nuclear weapon was—and
has always been defended as—
saving American and Japanese
lives by forcing Japan to surren-
der without an invasion of the
home islands. Historical documen-
tation suggests that President
Roosevelt had no qualms about
using a nuclear weapon and, after

Harry Truman assumed the presidency after

Roosevelt’s death,
he, too, was not ad-
verse to dropping
the bombs. On July
26, 1945, Allied
leaders Truman,
Churchill and Chi-
ang Kai-shek, meet-
ing at Potsdam
called for Japan to
surrender or face
“prompt and utter

The Seabee battal-
ions were equipped
with their own post

Figure 18 A B-29 on the taxiway at North Field, Tinian. (Source:
Bureau of Yards & Docks, Department of the Navy, Building the
Navy’s Bases in World War 11, Vol. II, Washington: U.S. Government
Printing Office, 1947, page 363)

destruction.” The
was no mention of
an atomic bomb at-

office operations and

cancelled their own outgoing mail
as shown in figures 14, 15 and 17.
Army and Air Force personnel
were served by various Army Post
Offices (APOs). The most impor-
tant of these was APO 247 that
began operating October 29, 1944,
and continued to function until
June 24, 1946. Figure 19 illustrates
a cover bearing a machine cancel
of APO 247 dated August 4,
1945—two days prior to the
Hiroshima bombing. The return
address indicates that its sender
was a member of the 147" Infan-
try Regiment, an Ohio National
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Figure 19 This cover was posted by an Infantryman through APO 247 on
Tinian just two days before the Hiroshima bombing. The 393rd Bomb
Squadron was then in its final steps of preparation.
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tack. Two days later Japanese Premier Suzuki told
his nation’s press that his government would ignore
the ultimatum issued at Potsdam.

Part of the fissionable material that had been produced
at either Oak Ridge or Hanford was shipped to Tinian
on board the cruiser USS Indianapolis which left San
Francisco a few hours after the Trinity test and reached
the island base on July 26", Tronically, the Indianapolis
was sunk by a Japanese submarine off Leyte on July
29t The rest of the material necessary for the
Hiroshima bomb was flown by military air transport
and reached Tinian by the end of July.

On August 2™ the 509" was issued Field Order No.
13 authorizing the first attack. Hiroshima was the pri-
mary target—a city of approximately 250,000 with
significant military and shipping facilities. Seven B-
29’s were designated for the mission. Three comprised
the main force of a bomb plane and two observation
planes. Colonel Tibbets’ Enola Gay carried the bomb
and Major Sweeney’s The Great Artiste and Capt.
Marquardt’s Number 91 were the observation planes
loaded with cameras, recording instruments and mili-
tary and civilian observers. The other four planes were
made up of a stand-by plane at Iwo Jima and three
were weather planes that were sent to the primary tar-
get and the two alternate targets.

The Enola Gay lifted off the Tinian runway at 0245
on August 6. At 0915 the bomb was dropped at an
altitude of 31,600 feet over Hiroshima. Col. Tibbets
immediately executed a violent 150-degree turn and
began to dive in order to pick up speed. The bomb
was set for an air burst and exploded some 50 sec-
onds after release at an approximate height of 2,000
feet. Destruction of the city was horrendous and has
become an icon of the war for most people on the
planet.

President Truman issued a second warning for the
Japanese government to surrender immediately, but
there was no reply. Japanese military leaders are be-
lieved to have tried to hide the true devastation of
Hiroshima to the extent they could, and there was
obviously a high degree of confusion and indecision
within the Japanese government.

A second mission was launched against the city of
Nagasaki on August 9. This time the bomb was car-
ried by a B-29 named Bock'’s Car flown by Major
Sweeny who had piloted one of the observation planes
in the Hiroshima bombing. Visibility over Nagasaki
was poor and, after three unsuccessful runs, Sweeney

finally released his bomb on the fourth. The lack of
fuel caused him to head to Okinawa instead of return-
ing to Tinian.

The Japanese government was meeting on the morn-
ing of August 9" and had already decided to accept
the Allied surrender terms offered at Potsdam. Their
decision was conveyed to the American government
on August 14 and to the Japanese people at noon on
August 15", The war was over.

Operation Crossroads:
US Navy’s Bikini Tests

Operation Crossroads was a series of two atomic tests
conducted in the lagoon of Bikini Atoll in the Marshall
Islands during the summer of 1946. Conducted under
the command of Joint Task Force 1 (JTF 1), the staff
consisted of Army, Navy and civilian scientific per-
sonnel, but, given the location of the tests in the midst
of the Pacific Ocean, the Navy could not help but to
be the senior partner. The test series consisted of two
detonations: ABLE, an air detonation dropped from a
B-29; and BAKER, an underwater blast at a depth of
90 feet.

The purpose of the tests was to study the effects of
nuclear weapons on ships and military equipment. A
fleet of 90 target vessels consisting of older U.S. na-
val vessels and a few captured German and Japanese
ships was assembled in Bikini Lagoon. It must be re-
membered that these were only the fourth and fifth
detonations of a nuclear weapon and there was still a
massive lack of solid information about the effect of
these weapons. Military equipment of various kinds
was arrayed on some of the ships and live animals
were subjected to the blasts.

The support fleet consisted of more than 150 ships
that provided living quarters, experiment stations and
workshops for most of the 42,000 men—37,000 of
whom were Navy personnel. Other test participants
were quartered on the nearby islands of Eniwetok and
Kwajalein.

The ABLE test was conducted on July 1, 1946, with
everything going according to plan except that the
bomb missed its intended target by between 1,500 and
2,000 feet. As was the case with previous nuclear ex-
plosions, the ABLE blast created a widespread de-
struction and a huge mushroomed-shape cloud. The
radiation released by the blast was said to be only
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Figure 20 Brigadier General ALVIN R. LUEDECKE was senior Army Air Force member of the Joint War
Plans Committee. As an official observer of the Operation Crossroads tests, he was onboard the USS
Blue Ridge when he posted this cover marking the ABLE test.

transient, and within a day inspectors were back on
board nearly all of the target ships cataloguing the
results. Only five of the target ships were sunk.

The nuclear device used in the BAKER test was sus-
pended 90 feet below an auxiliary craft in the midst
of the target fleet. Detonation occurred on July 25™.
BAKER caused considerably more damage than the

first test and sank eight ships. Most of the fleet was
drenched by the radioactive water and debris from
the bottom of the lagoon thrown up by the blast. The
resulting radioactivity levels were too high to permit
inspectors to visit most of the fleet for several weeks.
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BOMBING PLANE
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Figure 21 This cover was mailed by a sargeant in the Air Service Unit and purportedly carried on board
the B-29 that dropped the ABLE device on July 1st. Note that while the APO is listed as #22212-G, the

cover was postmarked at a Navy Branch office.
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Radioactive contamination threatened the success of
the BAKER test and so in early August the Navy be-
gan an active process of decontamination that involved
washing the ships’ exteriors using work crews drawn
from the target ships’ companies. Cleanup crews were
meticulously monitored with radiation detection de-
vices and initially the “safe time” aboard the target
ships was limited to a matter of a few minutes. As
time passed, it became evident that the support ves-
sels themselves were becoming contaminated by low-
level radiation caused by marine growth on the ships’
hulls and seawater used in the ships’ cooling systems.

On August 10" it was decided that all work in Bikini
Lagoon must cease and the surviving target ships
would be towed to Kwajalein Atoll where work could
be conducted in uncontaminated waters. Eight of the
major ships and two submarines were towed back to
Hawaii and the United States for radiological inspec-
tion and twelve target ships were so lightly contami-
nated that they were remanned and sailed back to the
U.S. by their crews. The remaining target ships were
destroyed and sunk off Bikini, Kwajalein and near
Hawaii over the next two years.

25

water and air bursts of varying sizes of nuclear, and
later thermonuclear, weapons that went on for decades
in the mid-twentieth century. The Soviet Union,
France and other nations soon joined the “nuclear
club” and nuclear testing became a national status
symbol.

PoOSTAL SERVICE

A few Navy postal branches and temporary Army Post
Offices operated on Bikini, Eniwetok and Kwajalien
during the test preparation and aftermath. Known
Navy branches operating in the test area are detailed
in table 2. Covers postmarked at these facilities, while
not plentiful, exist and should be part of the US nuclear
weapons postal history (figures 22-24).

Many of the US Navy ships involved in Operation
Crossroads carried their own post offices and collec-
tors of Navy ship markings actively sought examples
of postmarks in the immediate post-war era. Table 3
presents a list of US Navy ships reported by the Na-
val Historical Center to have taken part in Operation
Crossroads.

The Overation C ds test ded Branch No. | Location Established | Discontinued
e Operation Crossroads tests provide .

copious amounts of data on the effects of 824 KV&‘faJalem 19447 19627

nuclear explosions, but, as is often the case, 10541 Eniwetok 8 Apr 1944 |24 Apr 1947
more questions were raised and the United | 10666 Kwajalein |4 Mar 1944 |20 Aug 1966
States became the first nation to embark on [ 137464 Bikini 26 Feb 1946 |2 Sep 1946

a long series of nuclear tests involving land,

Table 2 Navy numbered post office branches operated on the three
Marshall islands most closely associated with Operation

Crossroads
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Figure 22 This cover was mailed by a sailor serving aboard the target ship USS
Pennsylvania in June 1946. He had his letter postmarked at Navy Branch 13746 that
operated on LST-861 in Bikini Lagoon from February to September 1946.
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Figure 23 This cover was mailed
from Kwajalein in November 1945
and bears a locally made
handstamp postmark with four thin
killer bars. Robert T. Murphy
reports three varietis of this device
used on Kwajalein from late 1945 to
early 1946. All apparantly bear
Navy 824 return addresses.

rr)/ e

Figure 24 Kwajalein became an
important stopping point for
Americans travelling via military
air to Asia in the post-war years.
This cover was sent by a civilian
bound for Shanghai, China, whose
plane touched down at Kwajalein
on July 10, 1946, in the midst of the
Operation Crossroads tests. The
cover was postmarked at Navy
Number 10666 Branch.
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TABLE 3 U.S. NAVAL VESSELS THAT TOOK PART IN OPERATION CROSSROADS

Ship Name Designation  Task Force Assignment US Navy Branch PO Notes
APL-27 Target Vessel Group

ARD-29 Service Group

ARDC-13 Target Vessel Group

ATA-124 Service Group

ATA-180 Target Vessel Group

ATA-185 Target Vessel Group

ATA-187 Service Group

ATA-192 Target Vessel Group

ATR-40 Target Vessel Group

ATR-87 Target Vessel Group
LCI(L)-1062 Service Group

LCI(L)-1068 Service Group

LCI(L)-1091 Service Group

LCI(L)-549 Target Vessel Group
LCI(L)-549 Target Vessel Group
LCI(L)-615 Target Vessel Group
LCI(L)-615 Target Vessel Group
LCI(L)-977 Service Group

LCI-327 Target Vessel Group

LCI-329 Target Vessel Group

LCI-329 Target Vessel Group

LCI-332 Target Vessel Group

LCI-620 Target Vessel Group

LCT-1013 Target Vessel Group

LCT-1078 Target Vessel Group

LCT-1112 Target Vessel Group

LCT-1113 Target Vessel Group

LCT-1114 Target Vessel Group

LCT-1115 Target Vessel Group

LCT-1116 Target Vessel Group

LCT-1130 Target Vessel Group

LCT-1132 Target Vessel Group

LCT-1155 Target Vessel Group

LCT-1175 Target Vessel Group

LCT-1184 Target Vessel Group

LCT-1187 Target Vessel Group

LCT-1237 Target Vessel Group

LCT-1268 Target Vessel Group

LCT-1341 Target Vessel Group

LCT-1359 Technical Group, Laboratory Unit
LCT-1361 Service Group

LCT-1377 Target Vessel Group

LCT-1415 Target Vessel Group

LCT-1420 Target Vessel Group

LCT-1461 Service Group

LCT-412 Target Vessel Group

LCT-414 Target Vessel Group

LCT-581 Target Vessel Group

LCT-705 Target Vessel Group

LCT-746 Target Vessel Group

LCT-812 Target Vessel Group

LCT-816 Target Vessel Group

LCT-818 Target Vessel Group

LCT-874 Target Vessel Group

LSM-60 Technical Group, Laboratory Unit BAKER device suspended below
PGM-23 Service Group

PGM-24 Service Group

PGM-25 Service Group

PGM-29 Service Group

PGM-31 Service Group

PGM-32 Service Group

USS Achomawi ATF-148 Target Vessel Group 15348
USS Ajax AR-6 Service Group

USS Albemarle AV-5 Technical Group, Laboratory Unit Group Flagship
USS Allen M. Sumner DD-692 Destroyer Surface Patrol Group
USS Anderson DD-411 Target Vessel Group 15861

USS Apogon SS-308 Target Vessel Group
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Ship Name Designation = Task Force Assignment US Navy Branch PO
USS Appalachian AGC-1 Transport Group, Press Unit
USS Appling APA-58 Target Vessel Group
USS Arkansas BB-33 Target Vessel Group
USS Artemus AKA-21 Target Vessel Group
USS Avery Island AG-76 Technical Group, Instrumentation Unit 15973
USS Banner APA-60 Target Vessel Group
USS Barrow APA-61 Target Vessel Group
USS Barton DD-722 Destroyer Surface Patrol Group
USS Bayfield APA-33 Transport Group
USS Begor APD-127 Technical Group, Drone Boat Unit 15536
USS Benevolence AH-13 Service Group 15782
USS Bexar APA-227 Transport Group 16189
USS Bladen APA-63 Target Vessel Group
USS Blue Ridge AGC-2 Transport Group, Observer Unit
USS Bottineau APA-235 Transport Group 15113
USS Bountiful AH-9 Service Group
USS Bowditch AGS-4 Service Group
USS Bracken APA-64 Target Vessel Group
USS Briscoe APA-65 Target Vessel Group 15133
USS Brule APA-66 Target Vessel Group 15054
USS Burleson APA-67 Technical Group, Instrumentation Unit 15239
USS Butte APA-68 Target Vessel Group 15332
USS Carlisle APA-69 Target Vessel Group 15306
USS Carteret APA-70 Target Vessel Group 15238
USS Catron APA-71 Target Vessel Group 15268
USS Cebu ARG-6 Service Group
USS Charles P. Cecil DD-835 Navy Air Group 15998
USS Chickasaw ATF-83 Target Vessel Group
USS Chikaskia AO-54 Service Group
USS Chowanoc ATF-100 Service Group
USS Clamp ARS-33 Target Vessel Group
USS Coasters Harbor AG-74 Service Group 15955
USS Conserver ARS-39 Target Vessel Group 15791
USS Conyngham DD-371 Target Vessel Group
USS Cortland APA-75 Target Vessel Group 15401
USS Coucal ASR-8 Target Vessel Group
USS Creon ARL-11 Service Group 15311
USS Crittenden APA-T77 Target Vessel Group 15309
USS Crurrent ARS-22 Target Vessel Group
USS Cumberland Sound ~ AV-17 Technical Group, Instrumentation Unit
USS Dawson APA-79 Target Vessel Group 15511
USS Deliver ARS-23 Target Vessel Group 15774
USS Dentuda SS-335 Target Vessel Group 15351
USS Dixie AD-14 Service Group
USS Enoree AO-69 Service Group
USS Etlah AN-79 Target Vessel Group
USS Fall River CA-131 Target Vessel Group 15844

Figure 25 Cover postmarked
on board USS Avery Island
(AG-76) on July 1st marking
ABLE detonation.

Notes

Group Flagship

Group Flagship



Ship Name

USS Fallon

USS Fillmore
USS Flusser

USS Fulton

USS Furse

USS Gasconade
USS Geneva

USS George Clymer
USS Gunston Hall
USS Gypsy

USS Haven

USS Haven

USS Henrico

USS Hesperia
USS Hughes

USS Independence
USS Ingraham
USS James M. Gillis
USS John Blish
USS Kenneth Whiting
USS Laffey

USS Lamson

USS Limestone
USS Lowry

USS LST-125
USS LST-133
USS LST-220
USS LST-388
USS LST-52

USS LST-545
USS LST-661
USS LST-817
USS LST-861
USS LST-872
USS LST-881
USS LST-989
USS Mayrant
USS Mender

USS Moale

USS Mugford
USS Munsee

USS Mustin

USS Nevada

USS New York
USS Newman K. Perry
USS Niagara

USS O’Brien
USS Oneota

USS Orca

USS Ottawa

USS Palmyra
USS Panamint
USS Parche

USS Pennsylvania
USS Pensacola
USS Phaon

USS Pilotfish
USS Pollux

USS Preserver
USS Presque Isle
USS Quartz

USS Ralph Talbot
USS Reclaimer
USS Rhind

USS Robert K. Huntington

USS Rockingham
USS Rockwall
USS Rolette

USS Saidor

Designation

APA-81
APA-83
DD-368
AS-11
DD-882
APA-85
APA-86
APA-27
LSD-5
ARSD-1
AH-12
AH-12
APA-45
AKS-13
DD-410
CVL-22
DD-694
AGS-13
AGS-10
AV-14
DD-724
DD-367
IX-158
DD-770

DD-402
ARSD-2
DD-693
DD-389
ATF-107
DD-413
BB-36
BB-34
DD-883
APA-87
DD-725
AN-85
AVP-49
AKA-101
ARST(T)-3
AGC-3
$S-384
BB-38
CA-24
ARB-3
$S-386
AKS-4
ARS-8
APB-44
IX-150
DD-390
ARS-42
DD-404
DD-781
APA-229
APA-230
AKA-99
CVE-117
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Task Force Assignment

Target Vessel Group

Target Vessel Group

Target Vessel Group

Service Group

Navy Air Group

Target Vessel Group

Target Vessel Group

Transport Group

Service Group

Target Vessel Group

Technical Group, Instrumentation Unit
Target Vessel Group

Transport Group

Service Group

Target Vessel Group

Target Vessel Group

Destroyer Surface Patrol Group
Service Group

Service Group

Technical Group, Instrumentation Unit
Destroyer Surface Patrol Group
Target Vessel Group

Service Group

Destroyer Surface Patrol Group
Target Vessel Group

Target Vessel Group

Target Vessel Group

Service Group

Target Vessel Group

Target Vessel Group

Target Vessel Group

Transport Group

Service Group

Service Group

Transport Group

Service Group

Target Vessel Group

Target Vessel Group

Destroyer Surface Patrol Group
Target Vessel Group

Service Group

Target Vessel Group

Target Vessel Group

Target Vessel Group

Navy Air Group

Target Vessel Group

Destroyer Surface Patrol Group
Target Vessel Group

Navy Air Group

Transport Group

Target Vessel Group

Transport Group, Observer Unit
Target Vessel Group

Target Vessel Group

Target Vessel Group

Service Group

Target Vessel Group

Service Group

Target Vessel Group

Service Group

Service Group

Target Vessel Group

Target Vessel Group

Target Vessel Group

Destroyer Surface Patrol Group
Transport Group

Transport Group

Transport Group

Navy Air Group

US Navy Branch PO Notes

15534
15634

15869
15656
15712

15570
15570

15729

15109

15477

15872

16156
15730
15913

15708
16052

15504
15858
15678

15556
15535

15668

15038
15751
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Figure 26 Cover
postmarked on board USS
Panamint (AGC-3) that
served in the Taskforce
Observer Unit for
Operation Crossroads.

Ship Name

USS Saint Vroix
USS Salt Lake City
USS San Marcos
USS Saratoga
USS Searaven
USS Severn
USS Shakamaxon
USS Shangri-La
USS Sioux

USS Skate

USS Skipjack
USS Sphinx
USS Stack

USS Suncock
USS Telamon
USS Tombigbee
USS Trippe
USS Tuna

USS Turner
USS Wainwright
USS Walke
USS Wenatchee
USS Wharton
USS Widgeon
USS Wildcat
USS Wilson
YC-1009
YF-385

YF-733

YF-734

YF-735

YF-752

YF-753

YF-753

YF-754

YF-990

YF-991

YF-992
YMS-354
YMS-358
YMS-413
YO-132
YO-160
YO-199
YOG-63
YOG-70
YOG-83
YP-636

YW-92

Whole Number 211

USS PA
Designation = Task Force Assignment US Navy Branch PO
APA-231 Transport Group 15060
CA-25 Target Vessel Group
LSD-25 Service Group 15766
CV-3 Target Vessel Group 15450
SS-196 Target Vessel Group
AO-61 Service Group
AN-88 Target Vessel Group
CV-38 Navy Air Group 16091
ATF-75 Service Group
SS-305 Target Vessel Group
SS-184 Target Vessel Group
ARL-24 Service Group 15926
DD-406 Target Vessel Group
AN-80 Target Vessel Group
ARB-8 Service Group 15876
AOG-11 Service Group
DD-403 Target Vessel Group
SS-203 Target Vessel Group
DD-834 Navy Air Group 15972
DD-419 Target Vessel Group
DD-723 Destroyer Surface Patrol Group
ATF-118 Service Group
AP-7 Technical Group, Instrumentation Unit 15908
ASR-1 Target Vessel Group
AW-2 Service Group
DD-408 Target Vessel Group

Service Group
Service Group
Service Group
Service Group
Service Group
Service Group
Target Vessel Group
Service Group
Service Group
Service Group
Service Group
Service Group
Service Group
Service Group
Service Group
Service Group
Target Vessel Group
Service Group
Service Group
Service Group
Target Vessel Group
Service Group
Service Group
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Figure 27 USS Telamon
cover postmarked May 4,
1946, on a cover sporting a
collector-oriented cachet for
the test series.

Thomas W, Tuttlé
45717 Fremont
Ssattle, Wash,
Conclusion

Sixty years have now passed since that first atomic
device was detonated above the sands of southern New
Mexico at Trinity. Since the United States bombed
Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August 1945, no nation
has used one of these terrible weapons against an-
other nation. And yet, most of the people alive today
have always lived with fear that their lives—and in-
deed human life as we know it—could be ended in a
catastrophic exchange of nuclear weapons. There are
literally thousands of nuclear weapons cached around
the planet in perhaps a dozen or more countries, and,
as we all too painfully know, the world is not a peace-
ful place.

Given the continuing uncertainties of life in a nuclear
era, it is hard to conclude that any of the legacies of
World War II are any more significant than this effort
to develop and use an atomic weapon. Our govern-
ments have continually tried to reassure us that they
are trustworthy custodians of these devastating nuclear
weapons and that they would never, never be used
except in the direst of circumstances. That may all be
well and good provided we are able to maintain trust
in the judgement and character of the men and women
who are elected and appointed to make these deci-
sions. But, what, if the electorate becomes so blasé
and politically indifferent that people possessing poor
judgement or deeply flawed character become the ones
making nuclear decisions? And what if one or more
of the thousands of nuclear devices should fall into
the hands of a person whose fanaticism and hate makes
the use of an atomic bomb a perfectly acceptable
means to his end? Now that’s a hell of a legacy!

%\Eﬁgyfg‘iﬁ” D Mét{

HISTORY!
ADVENTURE!
LEGENDS
OFf VALOR!
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THE POSTMASTERS GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES

XVI. James Campbell, 1853-1857
by Daniel Y. Meschter

The Post Office Department was already well politi-
cized when President Franklin Pierce named James
Campbell of Philadelphia Postmaster General.

James Campbell was born in 1812 to an affluent Irish-
Catholic family in the Southwark district of Philadel-
phia. He was educated in private schools and read
law with the distinguished legal scholar, Edward D.
Ingraham. He was admitted to the bar literally days
after his 21st birthday and his law practice in south
Philadelphia quickly brought him into prominence in
local political affairs. His skill in forg-
ing Catholic voters into a dependable
voting bloc and his ability to deliver
the south Phila-delphia vote attracted
the attention of the Democratic party
leadership. In 1842 Governor David
Porter appointed him to the Court of
Common Pleas on which he served
until the State constitution was
amended to provide for the election
ofjudges. Campbell was the only one
of five Democratic candidates to be
defeated in the popular election for
the state supreme court due, it was
generally agreed, to widespread anti- /=
Catholic bias. He strongly backed =~
James Buchanan for president at the
1852 Demo-cratic convention, only shifting his sup-
port to Pierce when it became clear Buchanan’s can-
didacy could not succeed. Pierce rewarded him for
his support in the convention and in what turned out
to be an electoral sweep by appointing him Postmas-
ter General'.

But Campbell was a paradox in that while his appoint-
ment was blatantly political, he brought to the office
what his biographer calls “a strong sense of purpose,
determination, a methodical efficiency, a capacity for
hard work, and a reputation for integrity”.” Further,
unlike the usual run of Postmasters General, he quickly
developed policies looking toward making the De-
partment more efficient and self-supporting. Self-sup-
port, of course, was a polit-ical impossibility, but he
tried.

James Campbelll

Campbell devoted a substantial part of his effort dur-
ing his four years in office to railroad and inland
steamboat/ocean steamship mail transportation®. Con-
gress helped him get started by enacting legislation
directing him to investigate the current contract for
the New York to Chagres route and the cost of replac-
ing the contracts between the Post Office Department
and the U.S. Navy*.

His strategy was to advertise for proposals to carry
the mails on the current routes as if they were up for
new contracts. He found that the Vanderbilt or “Nica-
ragua” company was prepared to carry the New York
to San Francisco mail not to exceed $300,000 per
annum, including crossing the isth-
mus, in contrast to the $284,500 pres-
ently paid to the Aspinwall line from
New York to Chagres plus $347,000
to the Pacific Mail Steamship Line
from Panama to San Francisco and
Astoria. Campbell was irked to dis-
cover that the Panama Railroad, com-
pleted in January 1855, was still de-
manding the twenty-two cents per
pound temporarily agreed upon at the
time construction started in 1851
when the most difficult parts of the
- route were performed by canoe and
pack train. He concluded that these
high prices barred meaningful
competi-tion and looked forward to
the time when these contracts could be renewed on
more favorable terms

With respect to the transatlantic service, Campbell
found that the competition of the Cunard line and the
reluctance of the British government to facilitate the
transfer of mails between U.S. and European ports
without heavy surcharges raised the costs of transat-
lantic mail to intolerable levels. The Collins Line via
Liverpool alone operated in FY 1855 at an expendi-
ture of almost a half million dollars over revenues,
the Bremen Line at more than $100,000, and the Havre
Line at $75,000. Since these contracts ran to mid 1857,
Campbell had no tools available to terminate or re-
vise them. He could only recommend that future con-
tracts contain revisory clauses to deal with techno-
logical developments in the steamship industry and
changing economic conditions in long-term contracts.
Campbell had rather more success adjusting and ter-
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minating coastal and inland steamboat routes now
better served by faster and more frequent railroad ser-
vice.

Post Office Department statistics did not permit mean-
ingful estimation of the weight or numbers of pieces
of inland mail carried by the railroads, but they did
allow Campbell to report that in terms of the total
mail-miles carried in FY 1853, 21% was by rail com-
pared to half that by steamboat, increasing steadily to
28% in 1856. Further, since more than a third of the
total miles carried in 1856 was by “modes not speci-
fied,” it is probable that the mail-miles carried by the
railroads was proportionately larger, certainly ap-
proaching 35%.

The problem of the railroads accepting schedules pre-
scribed by the Post Office Department was still un-
settled when Campbell took office. It seems that the
principal railroads carried mail without contracts at
the rates fixed by the Act of March 3, 1845 that set
maximum rates according to the size or weight of the
mails carried, celerity, and the importance of the ser-
vice’. Without contracts, the railroads felt free to
“throw down” the mails whenever it suited them with-
out consideration of the public interest. There was not
much yet that Campbell could do about this situation,
but he could do something about the complaints of
the agents who accompanied the mails about the “in-
sufficiency” of the mail cars and their accommoda-
tions.

Amos Kendall appointed the first route agent, his
nephew, to accompany the mail in transit on the rail
line between Albany and Utica in 1837 and two more
on the Boston to Springfield route in 1840°. Gener-
ally speaking, the mail seems to have been carried
unattended in locked sacks in the baggage car, an
obviously unsatisfactory arrangement.

Sometime in 1835 Kendall assigned his chief clerk,
P.S. Loughborough, to consult with the railroad com-
panies as to what arrangements could be made for the
conveyance of the mails’”. Among Lough-borogh’s
ideas were to partition off compartments in the bag-
gage car where the mails could be carried under lock
and key or for the mail to be packed in strong boxes
designed to be loaded into baggage cars. Another in-
genious idea he had was for the POD to build a kind
of vehicle with two sets of wheels, one designed for
use on city streets between the post office and the

depot and the other that would allow it to be attached
to trains and run on railroad tracks. He was years ahead
of his time

There was little agreement among the railroads in re-
sponse to his inquiries and some either ignored his
questions entirely or deferred them to future nego-
tiations. Perhaps the most positive proposal was by
the Wilmington and Susquehanna “to provide suit-
able accommodations in a car to be denominated the
United States Mail Car.” Although Campbell found
that some railroads devoted a car exclusively to mail,
he noted that “in the great majority of cases,” even as
late as 1854, “a car is divided between the govern-
ment and the express companies, or a space is appor-
tioned off for the route agent, the mail being placed
with the baggage in one end and the balance of the
car appropriated for a smoking room?®.”

Although he was not completely clear as to what he
had in mind to both assure the security of the mails
and to accommodate the route agents; his text de-
scribed a mail car twenty-five feet long divided into a
mail room fifteen feet long and a post office ten feet
long. It has not yet been found if any mail cars were
built to this specification, but he seems to have been
the first to conceive of the route agents in more than a
custodial role and of a mobile post office for more
than the casual sorting of way letters.

In a way somewhat related to the transportation of
mail by rail, Campbell also realized that the distribut-
ing system developed by Joseph Habersham was
breaking down due, basically, to the enormous in-
crease in the numbers of post offices and postal routes
in the past fifty years in a country as vast as the United
States had become. What he found was that instead
of letters being sorted at only two distributing offices
as prescribed by the Habersham plan, letters were now
being too frequently distributed four or five or more
times before their arrival at their destination, causing
a great increase in costs of handling and needless de-
lay, much in the manner of the system Habersham’s
plan replaced. Although he did not say so in so many
words, his findings give the impression many distrib-
uting offices were simply sloughing off letters bound
for distant or unfamiliar places onto the next distrib-
uting office.

Campbell’s remedy was to call on the fifty distribut-
ing offices to submit descriptions of their sorting
scheme to his office on the basis of which he pre-
pared new schemes for each distributing office. His



34

Whole Number 211

new plans furnished each distributing office with an
alphabetical list of the 1,645 counties in the United
States (except California) with the distributing office
for each county and showing the proper route for the
mail from each post office to every county in the
Union’. Campbell was satisfied his new schemes
solved the distributing problem, but he didn’t see that
his revisions were merely stopgap and that even his
plan was approaching collapse as more and more mail
carried by railroad demanded a different kind of sort-
ing system.

Of the numerous innovations Campbell introduced in
the Post Office Department, his recognition for intro-
ducing stamped envelopes was exaggerated. While it
is true the first stamped envelopes in the three-cent
and six-cent denominations were issued during mid
1853, the concept of postal stationary was adopted
by Congress on August 31, 1852 specifically for use
for letters carried “out of the mails” under the “ex-
press” provision six months before he took office. On
the other hand, it was during his administration that
the POD authorized perforating the stamps of the
1851-57 issue to which it added 24-, 30-, and 90-cent
values. The new three-cent denomination was issued
on February 28, 1857, only a week before Campbell
left office!®.

Early in his term of office, Campbell realized that there
was no effective method of examining and checking
the quarterly returns of postmasters or of comparing
or verifying the post bills and other reports prepared
by individual postmasters. He recognized the oppor-
tunities these forms offered unscrupulous postmas-
ters to conceal embezzlement of postal receipts. He
apprehended that auditing the hundreds of thousands
of way bills and fiscal reports postmasters filed quar-
terly to detect fraud was utterly impossible and con-
cluded that mandatory prepayment of postage by the
use of postage stamps was the only practical solu-
tion.

It was at about this same time he became aware that
postal patrons since the beginning of the postal sys-
tem had used the mails for the transmission of bank
notes, important papers, and other valuables which
the POD did not treat differently from any other mail
and accepted no responsibility for its security against
loss or theft!!. He did not say he was acting in re-
sponse to complaints from the public, but he clearly
felt the situation had become critical enough to jus-
tify devising a system of registration with the assign-
ment of additional clerks where necessary, preparing

accounting forms, prescribing handling procedures,
and levying a five-cent fee without the sanction of
Congress.

The Act of March 3, 1853 was the high point of
Campbell’s term of office as it ratified his most im-
portant innovations'?. The first section maintained the
current letter rate for distances up to 3,000 miles at
three-cents per half-ounce, but raised the rate for dis-
tances exceeding 3,000 miles from six to ten cents to
take effect on April 1st. No provision was made for
unpaid letters because the Act also provided that “the
postages as above specified shall be prepaid (empha-
sis supplied),” except, of course, for mail subject to
the franking privilege. Interestingly, this section au-
thorized the Postmaster General, effective January 1,
1856, to require that postage stamps be applied to all
prepaid letters. By mandating prepayment of postage
and the use of stamps, and incidentally making post-
masters accountable for his supply of stamps and
postal stationary, the opportunities for petty theft were
virtually eliminated and the Post Office Department’s
accounting procedures vastly simplified.

In the third section, Congress ratified Campbell’s reg-
istration scheme, but was careful not to make regis-
tration compulsory under any circumstances or the
Post Office Department liable for the loss of regis-
tered mail. His system of registration went into op-
eration on July 1, 1855 and quickly won public ac-
ceptance. The elements of his plan still survive.

Unfortunately, Campbell was defeated in his efforts
to reduce the annual postal deficits and make the POD
self-supporting. He examined two matters relating to
chronic deficits in his 1855 report the cost of the frank-
ing privilege and ruinously low rates for printed ma-
terials'>.

Although Congress annually appropriated funds to at
least partially defray the costs of mail originating in
government agencies, exercise of the franking privi-
lege by individual members of Congress remained a
heavy burden. He found by an accounting kept at the
Washington City post office that members of Con-
gress franked almost 78,000 letters and public docu-
ments aggregating 693,500 pounds (347 tons) during
January 1854 alone. Meanwhile, Government agen-
cies franked letters and documents totaling only 7,000
pounds while the weight of newspapers sent free was
111,000 pounds or 55 tons. Extrapolating these fig-
ures for the whole year he estimated that the postage
collected at prepaid rates would have approached
$1,500,000 or 90% of the FY 1854 deficit.
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Campbell recognized, of course, there was little like-
lihood Congress would willingly abandon one of its
favorite “perks” and would just as quickly ignore his
recommendations for amendatory legislation to bring
the rates on newspapers and printed material more
into line with prepaid mail. Some of the rail carriers
without foundation Campbell thought ar-gued for
higher rates on the grounds they were being required
to carry large tonnages of public documents and
printed materials as mail at rates less than they were
receiving for ordinary freight.

On the whole James Campbell was a successful if
somewhat lackluster Postmaster General at a time of
accelerating technological development and mount-
ing national political crisis. None of his innovations
can be considered truly monumental, so many of them
being modeled after the British postal system; but his
investigation of mail transportation by rail and steam-
ship and improvement of the mail distribution sys-
tem had long term impacts.

As the Democratic party approached its 1856 nomi-
nating convention, party leaders deemed Franklin
Pierce unelectable due to mismanagement of his plan
to annex Cuba and failure to maintain civil order in
Kansas following passage of the Kansas-Nebraska
Act. Buchanan was nominated and elected; but there
was no room in his administration for holdovers.
Campbell stepped aside in favor of Aaron V. Brown
of Tennessee for Postmaster General and returned to
his law practice where, still not yet 50, he had many
years ahead of him to devote to charitable and educa-
tional pursuits. His activities included the vice-presi-
dency of St. Joseph’s Orphanage, president of the
board of trustees of Jefferson Medical College, and
member of the Philadelphia County Board of City
Trusts with oversight of Girard College and Wills’
Eye Hospital, among others. His last venture into the
political arena was when he was defeated for the Sen-
ate in 1862. He was a political anachronism time had
passed over by the time of his death in Philadelphia
in January 1893 at age 80.

Endnotes

Portrait of James Campbell from The National Cy-clopedia
of American Biography, 1895, v. 4, p. 251.

1 Coleman, John F., “James Campbell,” article in American National
Biography, New York, 1999; see also The National Cyclopedia of Ameri-
can Biography, 1895, v. 4, p. 251; Vexler, Robert 1., The Vice-Presidents
and Cabinet Members, Dobbs Ferry, NY, 1975; and the Catholic Ency-
clopedia, 1914 for biographical sketches of James Campbell.

2 Coleman, id.

3 Annual Reports: December 1, 1853, Senate Ex. Doc. No. 1, Serial
692; December 4, 1854, Serial 747; December 3, 1853, Serial 842: De-
cember 1, 1856, Serial 894.

4 Act of March 3, 1853, 10 Stat 240.
5 5 Stat 738.

6 History of the United States Postal Service, 1775-1993, United States
Postal Service.

7 Annual Report, December 1, 1835, House Ex. Doc. No. 2, Serial
286, pp. 394-6, 403-23.

8 1854 Report, p. 617.

9 1854 report, p; 619; 1855 report, p. 322.
10 10 Stat 141.

11 1854 Annual Report, p. 626-8.

12 10 Stat 641.

13 1855 Annual Report, p. 327-9.

Established in 1974
Mail, and Intemet
(Freeman’s)
Shows
(Global Phil. Assoc.)

Website Highlights

[=] Weeldy Featared Cover

[Z] NetPrice Lists

4-6-Feb—Sarasota National Stamp Exhibit
18-20-Feb—APS Ameristamp Expo Atlanta
25-27-Feh—St. Louis Stamp Expo
3-6-Mar—New York Spring Mega
11-13-Mar—Garfield-Perry

[ Philatelic Literatwe

B Show Schedule

$¢ Postal Rates 2 Moo+

Greg Sutherland  ros.24231 Am%s or
www.gregfree.com  MOSRAEMS poseal History'
gregfree@coax.net ASAIE09L Society, Others
1-800-352-8304




36

Whole Number 211

Figure 1 Milwaukee South-Side CDS postmark on a cover to a local address.

Milwaukee Branch Post Offices in Orders of the
Postmaster General

By Dennis H. Pack

This article looks at Orders of the Postmaster Gen-
eral (PMGQG) that establish, change or discontinue
branches of the Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Post Office
through 1895.

Operating the U.S. postal system has never been
simple. Making sure that postal workers and the pub-
lic know the laws and rules, and any changes to them,
has always been a challenge. Policies and instructions
were issued as Orders by the Postmaster General. For
many years, the orders were painstakingly entered by
hand into bound books called journals. The bound
Orders (Journals) of the Postmaster General, located
at the National Archives in Washington, DC, contain
a wealth of information about the operation of the
Post Office Department (POD), including personnel
matters (not including postmasters), contacts for pro-
curement of supplies, the free delivery system, and
the establishment and discontinuation of branch post
offices. Starting in 1880, many of the Orders of the
Postmaster General were also published in the Daily
Bulletin of Orders Affecting the Postal Service, which
became the Postal Bulletin, which is still published.

Much research into branch post offices has centered
on the Daily Bulletin because of its availability. (Mi-
crofilms of the daily bulletin can be borrowed or pur-
chased from the American Philatelic Research Li-

brary.) At present the journals are only available at
the National Archives. (Custom microfilming of the
journals is possible, but is usually limited to requests
for specific pages because of cost.) Even though the
Daily Bulletin started publication in 1880, orders re-
lating to branch post offices were not included until
1894. There is no comprehensive index to either the
Daily Bulletin or the Journals of the PMG, so they
must be searched to find the desired information.

While searching the journals for other information,
the author noted that Milwaukee, Wisconsin, had a
number of branch offices that were established or
changed before that information would have been
published in the Daily Bulletin. This article presents
what was found.

Order 328, dated June 22, 1882, establishes two
branches of the Milwaukee Post Office: The West-
Side Station located near the corner of 12" and Wal-
nut Streets, and the South-Side Station located at or
near the corner of National Avenue and Grove Street.
Illustration one shows a cover cancelled at the South-
Side Station. The Order took effect July 1, 1882. The
Milwaukee postmaster was allocated the following
per annum to pay for both stations:
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Figure 2 Milwaukee North-West Station CDS postmark on a cover to Germany.

Rent $800
Light & fuel $480
Clerk hire $3,600 (additional)
Telephone $160
Fitting up stations $900
$5,490

The West-Side and South-Side Stations appear to be
located in spaces rented specifically for them. They
also appear to be operated by POD clerks.

Order 330, dated June 24, 1882, establishes two ad-
ditional branches “without Letter Carriers”: North-
Side Station located at north side near Lee and Third
Streets. The Kinnic-Kinnic Station located on the
south side on Kinnic-Kinnic Avenue. This order was
also effective July 1, 1882. The postmaster was al-
lowed $100 per year for all expenses. These appear
to be stations that were located in businesses. They
also appear not to be operated by POD personnel.

Order 333, dated June 24, 1882, changes the name
of the North-Side Station to the North-West Station
before it was established, effective the same date. I1-
lustration two shows a cover cancelled at the North-
West Station.

Order 36, dated December 13, 1883, is confusing. It
creates the West-Side Station at 21 and Cedar Streets
(This station was previously ordered established by
Order 328), and the Williamsburg Station at the north
side of the city. No effective date for the order is given.

Order 62, dated March 16, 1887, made sweeping
changes. It established ten “stamp selling Stations at
which registration may be permitted provided the cost
is not increased there by at $24.00 each.”

Order 62 also converted the Kinnic-Kinnick [sic] to a
full carrier station and allocated funds for the change:

Clerk Hire $800
Rent $200
Fitting up and Furniture $150

$1,150

The Williamsburg Station was also converted to a full
carrier station by Order 62. Five hundred dollars was
allocated for clerk-hire.

The South-Side Station was ordered moved “to a more
central locality” and given a rent increase. The total
allocated was:

Rent $200
Additional Clerk-Hire $500
Cost or removal and suitable furniture

and fixtures $100

$800
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the PMG.

The West-Side and Third-Street Stations were discon-
tinued. The Bay View Post Office, “now in the 17
Ward of Milwaukee,” was ordered discontinued. All
of these changes in Order 62 were to take place April
1, 1887.

Order 65, dated March 26, 1887, changes the name
of the Kinnic-Kinnick Station to the Bay View Sta-
tion effective April 1, 1887. Figure 3 shows this or-
der as it appears in the journal.

Order 46, dated February 20, 1889, establishes the
Layton Park Station located at or near the Layton Park
Depot effective April 1, 1889, “This station to be
established and conducted without expense to the
department.”

Order 191, dated May 17, 1890, establishes the Third
Street Postal Station at 742 Third Street effective July
1, 1890.

The last order was in the journals, but also published
inthe Daily Bulletin. It brings closure to Milwaukee’s
early named branch post offices.

Order 263, dated April 11, 1895, re-designates named
stations with letters: The South Side Station becomes
Station A, the North West Station becomes Station B,
the Third Street Station becomes Station C, and the
Bay View Station becomes Station D. In addition, the
Williamsburg sub-station [sic] is changed to sub-sta-
tion 1. All of these changes were effective July 1, 1895.

Figui’e 3 A typical journal entry regarding a Milwaukee branch post office as it appears in the Journals (Orders) of

The Orders (Journals) of the Postmaster General are
a valuable resource in postal research. This snapshot
of the early branches of the Milwaukee Post Office is
only an example of one type of information that is
available there.
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Figure 1 Canadian soldier s letter mailed from South Africa to Ohio via England on January 28,
1900.

South Africa to England to Ohio:
Boer War Letter from the Front

by Michael Dattolico

Prologue

Several years ago, Phil Trudeau of Grove City, Ohio,
a close friend from my teaching days, gave me an old
envelope containing two letters. Phil was selling his
father’s stamp and coin collections, and the documents
turned up. Knowing that I was a postal historian, he
offered me the cover and letters. I was told that the
letters had been written by relatives and were
geneologically significant, although the family con-
nection was unclear. Unfortunately, I misplaced the
cover and letters within my collection and forgot about
them.

Recently, I discovered the items. Only after reread-
ing the letters did I realize that they and the envelope
were unique pieces of postal history that should be
shared with others. But in order to accurately tell the
story, more facts were needed about Phil’s family his-
tory. This was especially true because one letter was

written in January, 1900, by a soldier fighting in South
Africa to his aunt in rural Ohio. The other letter, writ-
ten in March, 1900, was from the soldier’s father to
his sister, the same soldier’s aunt. But this letter was
written in Windsor, Ontario.

I called Phil and asked him about the identity of the
Canadian relatives. He professed to know little about
them, saying only that the letters had had great senti-
mental value to past generations of his family. I de-
cided to do some digging and discovered a fascinat-
ing saga. More on the geneological “story within a
story” later. But first...

On October 9, 1899, warfare commenced between
England and the native Boers of South Africa. In Great
Britain, soldiers boarded troopships bound for Cape
Town and other ports to reinforce British forces al-
ready there. Meanwhile, the Boers assembled to fight.
England requested soldiers from Australia, Canada
and New Zealand to augment the understrength Brit-
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ish Army. Those countries responded immediately, the
first contingents of colonial troops arriving in South
Africa in late October and November.

The first group of Canadian soldiers was the 2nd Bat-
talion (Special Service), Royal Canadian Regiment.
The men were recruited primarily from the English-
speaking provinces. Half the volunteers came from the
militia, 15% came from the Canadian permanent force,
and the remainder were men with no military experi-
ence. Eight companies each consisting of 125 men
sailed for South Africa on October 30th. They disem-
barked at Cape Town in November, 1899, only partly
trained but eager to fight.

Jesse T. Biggs of Windsor, Ontario, was a soldier in
Company B of the Royal Canadian Regiment. On
January 24, 1900, while on watch at an outpost along
the Orange Free State border, he wrote a letter to his
aunt who lived in Somerset, Ohio. Biggs described
the bleak conditions facing the British and, among
other things, the postal situation that existed in the
early months of the war.

At first glance, the cover which carried Biggs’ letter
might be described as ratty and non-descript. Its mark-
ings are faint or partially struck, and stamps are no-
ticeably absent. But when one inspects the envelope
closely, it becomes apparent that it is a unique example
of soldiers’ mail from South Africa.

The cover’s front is seen as figure 1. Written in pencil
across the top are the words, “Active service — no
stamps obtainable.” Atupper right
is the double-circle date stamp,
“Field Post Office” and “British
Army S.A.” The date shown in the
cancel is January 28, 1900. (figure
2). An orange partial “PAID” can-
cel applied in London is seen at the
envelope’s center.

The letter was forwarded to the
United States from London. The
New York City post office handled
it on March 2nd, as indicated by
the backstamp shown in figure 3.
The Somerset post office
backstamped it on March 5, 1900.
The large “T” struck on the cover’s
front, international symbol for in-
coming mail with postage due, was
likely applied by the New York

Figure 3 Back of envelope showing a New York City machine postmark dated
March 2, 1900 and a Somerset, Ohio receiving postmark dated March 5th.

post office. Since
England had ac-
cepted responsibil-
ity for the postal
costs, the “T” was
crossed out and no
penalties were as-
sessed.

Biggs’ letter, fea-
tured as figure 5,
was written to his
aunt and reveals
much about the
situation that ex-
isted along the
battle front during
the early days of
the war. When the
letter was written,
Biggs was garrisoned at Belmont, Cape Colony, site
of a major battle in late 1899 near the Orange Free
State border. He describes the weather as arid, with
little rain and blinding sandstorms blistering his camp.
Many of the soldiers’ khaki uniforms were falling
apart. Biggs commented, “...Most of the fellows are
out at the knees, rear and elbows. Some of the pants
are near all worn out....” The tents had lice, and blan-
kets were in short supply. He also described in detail
the defensive area manned by the Canadians.

Figure 2 Enlarged view of military
postmark on cover's front. The
wording, “Field Post Office” and
“British Army, S.A.,” are seen
within the double-circle portion of
the strike. The date, January 28,
1900, is visible in the center:
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Figure 4 Soldiers sorting mail in the army
field post office at Modder River
Station,Cape Colony, in early 1900. Note
the mail bag s wording: “From London For
British Army Post Olffice South Africa.”

My Dear Aunt -

There is little news. We are still at Belmont. It is still very hot and sand storms continue. There are two companies away - at
Douglas near where the battle of Sunny Side was fought. They are in touch with the Boers there but we are not strong enough to
attack. Part of the regiment being away gives us more duties. We usually have 24 hours on and 48 hours off. We are for duty
tomorrow which will cause us to miss another church parade.

Yesterday we were presented with the Queens’ Chocolate. The chocolate roundtrees are very good, but the box is the principal
thing. It is about 6” long, 4” broad and 1” thick. The cover is a raised medallion of the Queen with the monogram U.R.I. & South
Africa 1900, and in a facsimile of her hand writing, “I wish you a happy new year - Victoria.” They will be very valuable - $5
Pounds to $25 dollars has already been offered for them. I shall sell mine (sic) and buy another if I can get it.

I got a letter from Charlie last mail. It was very brief, simply saying he was well and asking how I was. It was very carelessly
written. I know he could do better if he tried. We usually get mail weekly (although) sometimes it is delayed. We get numerous
Windsor papers. The people there seem to be very much in sympathy with us. I received a note from an old classic mistress. She
was very much surprised at the departure of myself and another favorite pupil but was not displeased. She is now married and
lived in New Jersey.

We had a washing parade Wednesday last (and) walked out about 4 miles to some wells. I washed (sic) my clothes on a rock
and scrubbed them with a brush (a lesson I learned from the regulars). I got my shirts and underclothing clean but could not do
much to my socks. Our khaki clothing is pretty nearly gone. Most of the fellows are out at the knees, rear and elbows. Some of
the pants are near all worn out. My items are in fair shape but very dirty. Some of the tents have lice. As yet, my own have none.
We are all good cleanly and decent fellows. But I fear that if the blankets get changed, when we want more we will have trouble
but I hope not.

Last Sunday we were at a forward post stationed at a redoubt on the border of the Orange Free State. It is small but very strong,
built in the shape of a horseshoe of rocks covered with sand...a trench 4 feet deep outside the opening of the shoe is guarded by
a parepet. The top of the walls are covered with sand bags placed so as to have loop holes. It is estimated that 14 men (the number
who daily occupy it can hold it against 200). In addition, there are barbed wire entanglements placed on the enemies’ side.

We cooked our own meals. We had fried onions, beefcakes and rice, tea, coffee and bread (and sand). By the way, onions are
2-cents apiece, a piece out here pretty expensive is not?

I heard from home a couple of weeks ago. Dad says everything is going smoothly. Also received the first letter from Aunt
Gert. She was very desirious of learning everything I was doing, what I was wearing, eating, etc. I answered as best I could.

We had a little rain a couple of days ago but the rain is gone as soon as it strikes the ground. The wind which usually
accompanies it, however, generally wrecks a few tents. We all have to hang on the bottom of them if we wish to keep them up.
Usually at dinnertime there is a sand storm to season our scanty repast.

Tell Stella to write me if she hasn’t done so. I shall try to get a letter off to Uncle John in this mail. So far I have neglected him
which I know I shouldn’t haven’t done. We know nothing of our own movements, all sorts of rumors fly but will know nothing
for certain.

I am now lying in the sand and perspiring freely. So endure bad writing and mistakes and remember me kindly to all con-
cerned.

Your nephew, Jesse

Figure 5 Text of letter dated January 24, 1900, written by Canadian soldier Jesse Biggs to his aunt at Somerset, Ohio.
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“Last Sunday we were stationed at a redoubt on the
border of the Orange Free State. It is small but very
strong, built in the shape of a horseshoe...of rocks cov-
ered with sand. A trench four feet deep outside the
opening of the shoe is guarded by a parapet. The top
of the walls are covered with sand bags placed so as to
have loop holes. It is estimated that 14 men (the num-
ber who occupy it) can hold it against 200....”

But the most significant parts of the letter dealt with
the postal situation. Biggs stated that they usually got
mail weekly, although it was sometimes delayed, and
the men were cheered by numerous Windsor newspa-
pers. He also wrote about a note he received from his
teacher whom he described as ““an old classic mistress.”

Jesse Biggs recounted a gala event that occurred on
January 23rd. On that date, every Canadian soldier at
Belmont received a box of chocolates from Queen
Victoria. He described the occasion to his aunt.

“....Yesterday we were presented with the Queen’s
chocolate. The chocolate roundtrees are very good,
but the box is the principal thing. It is about 6” long,
4” broad and 1” thick. The cover is a raised medallion
of the Queen with the monogram U.R.I. & South Af-
rica 1900, and in a facsimile of her hand writing, “I
wish you a happy new year - Victoria”. They will be
very valuable - 5 pounds to $25 dollars has already
been offered for them.I shall sell mine and buy an-

gesture and lampooned England’s military setbacks
with denigrating satire. (figure 6).

The young Canadian ended his letter by saying whim-
sically, “I am now lying in the sand and perspiring
freely. So endure bad writing and mistakes and remem-
ber me kindly to all concerned.”

Your nephew,
Jesse

Jesse Biggs’ luck in South Africa was running out, as
evidenced by a note mailed from Windsor, Ontario,
on March 5, 1900. It was written by the young soldier’s
father, Joseph, to his sister in Somerset, Ohio, Jesse’s
aunt. The cover which carried it does not exist, but the
letter informed the Ohio relatives that Biggs was se-
verely wounded. The text of his father’s letter is shown
as figure §.

Biggs was likely wounded at the Battle of Paardeberg
on February 17 or 18th. The British forces suffered
1,262 casualties at Paardeberg on February 18, 1900,
making it the bloodiest single day of the war for En-
gland. The Canadians lost 21 killed and over sixty
wounded that day and continued to take heavy casu-
alties until the battle ended on February 27th.

other if I can get it....”
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Queen Victoria decided
that every soldier fight-
ing in South Africa,
particularly the colo-
nial troops, should re-
ceived a box of choco-
lates. Some historians
have characterized the
generous act as a be-
lated Christmas/New
Year’s gift, while oth- |
ers view it as a way to
bolster the troops’ sag-
ging morale after suf-
fering humiliating de-
feats during December,
1899. Throughout Eu-

L
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Die englischen Soldaten in Std-Afrika
erfreuen sich alizeitiger Aufmerksamlceit:

Von der Quesn bekommen sie Chokolade
gamd e Mo Broii IiLa b

rope, however, many

Figure 6 German cartoon mocking the British situation in early 1900. The caption reads,
“Greetings from the War. The English soldiers in South Africa enjoy the attentions of both
sides. From the Queen they are given chocolate, from Kruger they get a good thrashing.”

ridiculed Victoria’s
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Epilogue

Since Phil Trudeau was unable to answer spe-
cific questions about the relationship of the Biggs
family in Canada and the Griggs family in Ohio
in 1900, he introduced me to his 81-year-old
mother, Gwendolyn, a retired physician living
in Columbus. It was Dr. Trudeau who filled in
the missing pieces.

She stated that part of her family migrated to
Canada from Ohio in the late 19th century. The
addressee’s maiden name was actually Martha
Eleanor Biggs; William Griggs was her husband.
Gwendolyn Trudeau identified Martha as her ma-
ternal great-grandmother. Joseph Biggs was her
great-uncle, making the Canadian soldier, Jesse
Biggs, a very distant cousin.

My biggest surprise, however, occurred after
checking geneological records at the Ohio His-
torical Society archives. Records indicate that
Jesse T. Biggs was born in Ohio before the Biggs
family trekked to Canada.

Thus, an American-born Canadian citizen fought
for England against the native Boers in South
Africa over a century ago.

Figure 7 Canadian troops attacking a Boer position. Note the
maple leaf on the soldiers’ helmets.

March 5, 1900
Windsor, Ont.

Dear Sister and Family,

It seems today that Jesse is still alive. There was a ‘Biggs’ killed and first reports said Biggs
of Co. B, and of course that would be Jesse. But later reports say that the killed Biggs was
from Co. C. J.C. Biggs of Windsor had wounds of flesh in leg and lower extremities. Jesse
lived and will be sent home and would arrive soon, but [ have no official notice yet. As soon as
I get one I will let you know. Mother is about the same. Frank and I are well.

I hope this will find you the same.

Your brother,

Joseph A. Biggs

Figure 8 Text of March 5, 1900 letter, mailed from Joseph Biggs of Windsor, Ontario, to
his sister in Ohio, informing her that Jesse was seriously wounded in South Africa.
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Philadelphia’s County Markings, |

by Tom Clarke

In 1978 and 1979, John Kay, then John Kay and Rob-
ert Stets together, published the first comprehensive
listings devoted solely to Philadelphia County postal
markings. Of course there was the American Stampless
Cover Catalog before that, but theirs were the first
monographs on the subject.

In 1989, the Catalog of PHILADELPHIA POST-
MARKS 18th Century to the Present was published
and attempted to expand on the previous work with as
much detail and additional material as possible, all
within the context of a much grander scope.

Collector Norman

Sizing up the situation

Some useful data to help get a handle on the expecta-
tion of success in finding postal markings is the popu-
lation of the offices in question. Frankly, in the time
allowed, the population figures for all the villages
listed next couldn’t be found, but some useful statis-
tics did emerge.

Let’s look at the census figures for the largest towns
in the US between 1830 and 1860, the boom time for
America’s growth and communication.

In every case, New York City had already outstripped
Philadelphia as the largest American town, though the

Shachat has made
this areaone ofhis | -~ . -
several exhibition
topics. In his pur-
suit, he has uncov-
ered and shown
new markings and
earlier and later
dates of usage, to
further academic
understanding, not

)
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figures are mislead-
ing. As a planned
town, William Penn
gave Philadelphia
specific boundaries.
Other town were free

.?Z B R to spr§gd and at will.
. _ il Surprisingly, the ar-
Carmeitor: 20 o, eas surrounding

et “ Philadelphia them-
- / ‘ | selves were in the

(A

o ge e @l running for the larg-
est town in America!

Ofthe 100 largest US

to mention public = i P ’
awareness. | . -
This article will do  Figure 1 Folded letter from “Hilton Farm™ in very rural Fox Chase,

its best to present
what is known of
these markings to
date, in the hope

Philadelphia County, Nov 8, 1846, to Hamilton P. Office, Loudon
County, Virginia. The style of the handwriting of Amos Snyder, first
postmaster of the village. With a population of perhaps 200, it's
surprising that it exists 160 years later. Catalog Fo 1.

towns in 1830, Phila-
delphia came in 4%
place, followed by
Northern Liberties in
7" Southwark in 10™,

that La Posta readers will join forces by eMailing scans
or snailing xerox copies of new types and dates.

A difficult pursuit is to catalog the different manu-
script hands, in an effort to distinguish which post-
masters notated the mail, so as to identify and more
closely date the undated letters and early covers.

Also of interest, though not easy to record are the dif-
ferent rate stamps and auxiliary markings used at these
County Post Offices. After dates can be ascertained
for them, then cross referencing the various pieces of
the puzzle can aid in dating these sometimes vexing
items.

Kensington in 15%,
Spring Garden in 20", and Moyamensing in 40"!
However taken together as one city, they far outpaced
the 3" town, Baltimore, and would have been close to
New York City in 2™ place.

Ten years later in 1840, the same relationship is true.
Philadelphia came in 4™ place, followed by Northern
Liberties slipped to 8th, Spring Garden charged up to
11", Southwark slipped to 12, Kensington stayed in
15", and Moyamensing had exploded into 27"! More-
over, the Philadelphia suburbs were increasing in popu-
lation compared to the home city. Philadelphia had
slipped from 49% of the “metropolitan” population to
43%.
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By 1850, Philadelphia was still in 4" place, but now
Spring Garden was now in 9%, followed by Northern
Liberties in 11", Kensington in 12, Southwark in 20",
and Moyamensing, which maintained 27" place! The
suburbs climbed further in their percentage of metro-
politan population when compared to the city of Phila-
delphia, leaving her with only 36% of the total.

At this rate, Philadelphia would be dwarfed by her
“children” in another one or two decades. What could

she do? Consolidate the entire county under

her ban-

ner and call it all the City of Philadelphia. This was
accomplished in February, 1854. Thus, in 1860, Phila-
delphia stood just behind New York City in overall

population.

The 1990 census leaves no doubt that population has
moved west in 150 years, but also out of Philadelphia

SOMERTON

BYBERRY
BYBERRY *

we

*BUSTLETON
FOX CHASE 1839

ARJEL
cHesNuT L 1832-13
CERMANTOWX
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RISING SUN
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District of SPRING GARDEN

®| PHILADELPHIA

into the suburbs still. By 1999,
the Philadelphia had dropped
another 100,000. Interestingly
enough look at the least of the
largest cities in the 1830-1860
period. Not even counting the
100™ largest in 1830 (probably
less than 1,000), the compari-
son figures would be 1,000,
4,200, 7,300, 10,000!
America’s population was a
geometric progression.
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Besides Philadelphia City...

Separately incorporated in the early 1800’s, only the
city boundary separated the communities from Phila-
delphia proper. As a result, though each of the follow-
ing was self-governing, there was no need for a post
office in all of them.

Northern Liberties (no Post Office);
Kensington;

Spring Garden;

Penn Township;

West Philadelphia;

Southwark (no Post Office);
Moyamensing (no Post Office).
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Northern Liberties was slowly dismembered piece-
meal over time into new or enlarged communities that
would achieve or already had offices. She was sur-
rounded by other’s post offices.

Southwark and Moyamensing (the upper portion of
today’s “South Philly”) bordered the entire southern
boundary of the city. They were well populated and
fast growing communities as the census charts show.
They relied on the main post office a mile or two north
and east or Kingsessing’s, the same distance west for
their needs. Further reading may reveal why they
hadn’t equal civic pride that other areas had with re-
gard to achieving post offices in their own name.

However, there were thriving towns and hamlets that

did have that pride. They thought it essential to have
a local post office to cater to the communication needs
of the farm and town folk in the surrounding several
miles of real estate. What’s more, since the post of-
fice was almost always inside the village rooming
house or general store, not only local farmers and vil-
lagers, but stage coach travelers too, would frequent
it. These following post offices are known to have
produced manuscript and/or hand stamped postal
markings.

Covered in this first part of this article:
Andora

Blockley
Bridesburg
Bustleton
Byberry

Chestnut Hill
Falls of Schuylkill
Fox Chase
Frankford
Germantown

To be covered in the second part of this article:
Holmesburg
Kensington
Kingsessing
Leverington
Manayunk

Milestown

Mount Airy

Olney

Oxford Station/Church
Penn Township

Port Richmond

Rising Sun

Somerton

Spring Garden
Tacony
Torrisdale/Torresdale
West Philadelphia

Traditional County Post Office cancellations continue
to be used into the late 50°s and 60’s, but they are by
then technically Station markings, following the city-
county consolidation of 1854.

There were many ‘outlier’ townships, boroughs, and
villages that were granted offices, but not all have
left us postal mementos. Those offices that lack even
a single example of a manuscript marking to prove
their postal status:

Ariel

Branch Town

Cedar Grove

Felton’s Villa / Feltonville
Francisville
Haddington
Leverings

Nicetown

Orlando

Robin Hood (Tavern)
Roxborough

Among others, there were other Philadelphia County
townships and villages that never saw the need, had
sufficient population, or had the opportunity to peti-
tion fo their own post office: Some developed too close
to consolidation to have the chance:

Aramingo

Belmont

Bristol

Delaware

Dublin

Hamilton Village

Harrowgate

La Grange

Mantua

Moreland

Northern Liberties (despite the classic Reading Room
stamp)

Passyunk.

unincorporated Northern Liberties
unincorporated Penn township
White Hall

It would be a good deed for La Posta readers to see if
they have any manuscript markings, let alone any let-
ter headings within bearing the latter two sets of vil-
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1990 Census - 20 largest cities Pop Metro
1 New York, NY 7,323,000 16,044,000
2 Los Angeles, CA 3,485,000 11,403,000
3 Chicago, IL 2,784,000 6,792,000
4 Houston, TX 1,631,000 2,902,000
5 Philadelphia, PA 1,586,000 4,222,000
20 Boston, MA 574,000 2,775,000

1860 census - 100 largest cities
(Philadelphia consolidated, 1854)

1 New York city, NY
2 Philadelphia city, PA
100 Wilmington town, NC

1850 census - 100 largest cities

New York city, NY
Baltimore city, MD
Boston city, MA
Philadelphia city, PA
9 Spring Garden district, PA
11 Northern Liberties district, PA
12 Kensington district, PA
20 Southwark district, PA
27 Moyamensing district, PA
100 Easton borough, PA

A ON =

1840 census - 100 largest cities

New York city, NY
Baltimore city, MD
New Orleans city, LA
Philadelphia city, PA
8 Northern Liberties district, PA
11 Spring Garden district, PA
12 Southwark district, PA
15 Kensington district, PA
27 Moyamensing township, PA
100 New Albany city, IN

A W N =

813,669
565,529
9,552

515,547
169,054
136,881
121,376
58,894
47,223
46,774
38,799
26,979
7,250

312,710
102,313
102,193
93,665
34,474
27,849
27,548
22,314
14,573
4,226

1830 census - 90 largest cities

1 New York city, NY

2 Baltimore city, MD

3 Philadelphia city, PA

7 Northern Liberties district, PA
10 Southwark district, PA
15 Kensington district, PA
20 Spring Garden district, PA
40 Moyamensing township, PA
90 Annapolis city, MD

202,589
80,620
80,462
28,872
20,581
13,394
11,140

6,822
2,623

“Metro” %

340,045 35.7%
17.3%
13.9%
13.8%
11.4%
7.9%

42.5%
15.6%
12.6%
12.5%
10.1%
6.6%

220,423

49.0%
17.6%
12.5%
8.2%
6.8%
4.2%

164,271

47

lage names. The should be at
least manuscript markings from
the first of the two groups, but
only dateline headings from the
last set.

The catalog

The basic town mark listing here
is as complete as possible, based
on my own activity and those col-
lectors who have kindly shared
their data over the last 15 years..

Combined with the list are the pre-
1867 County Post Office’s auxil-
iary markings. These have been
ignored, even more so than those
of Philadelphia, so sparing de-
scribes the attempt.

The arrangement makes assump-
tions. We can presume that smaller
offices used manuscript town, paid
and free markings, and numbers
are reserved for them.

Still, PAID and FREE hand stamp-
ers could have been purchased by
outlying postmasters as part of their
rudimentary kit. However, it is
more questionable whether they
would have opted for the more ex-
otic MISSENT and DUE devices.
It seems reasonable that these
would be needed only in larger of-
fices with more business, nearer to
the center city throng.

Catalog numbers are been set aside
for new finds. There has been no
report of a marking unless there is
a firm description of it with its size,
color, and date. Future finds, such
as the recent DUE handstamp of
Bustleton, can be shoe horned in,
such as in this case, given the in-
termediate catalog number, 1211A.

Anyone familiar with the previous
Philadelphia catalog will note the
old catalog numbers in the second
column. The new, rearranged sys-
tem is shown in the first column
(in this case with special Philadel-
phia County Post Office prefixes).
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Listed County Post Offices of

Pale = no known markings

1798

99 00

01 02 03 04 05

06 07 08 09 10

11 12 13 14 15/16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25|23 27

Andora

Blockley

| Bridesburg

| Bustleton

Byberry

Chestnut Hill

{ Anel > to Fox Chase
{ Fox Chase

Francisville

Frankford
Germantown

Haddington

Holmesburg

Kensington

Kingsessing

Manayunk

(Y Branch Town > Milestown

Mount Airy

Nicetown

{ Cedar Grove, > Felton's Villa
{ Felton’s Villa, to Olney
{ Feltonville, back to Olney

Oriando

Oxford

Station, to Oxford Church

Oxford Church

Penn Township

Port Richmond

Rising Sun

Robin Hood (Tavern)

{ Levenings, to Roxbarough
R gh, to Levering

{ Leverington

Somerton

| Spring Garden

Tacony

Torrisdale/Torresdale

West Philadelphia

1798

99 00

01 02 03 04 05

06 07 08 09 10

11 .12 13 14 15[16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25|26 27

Andora / Andorra

Andorra Post Office in the far northwest of the county was a late development (1850) as the population spread
outward and its identity was quickly absorbed after consolidation in 1854. However, it retained its distinctive post
office and hand stamp markings, as did most other county offices, until 1863.

{An 1| C 1 (ms) none reported

An2 | C 2 |a |/ANDORA,PA CD30, black 1850 ASCC
An 3 b |ANDORA.PHIL, C°/P". CD29, black

An 4| 1200 |a |Paid (ms)

An 5 b |Free (ms)

An 6 C |(other ms - missent, forwarded, etc.)

An 7| 1201 PAID

An 8| 1202 FREE

Ariel
No trace of this office has been found. It is thought that it was locates south of Fox Chase on the Oxford
Turnpike, toward Oxford Station / Church. It was in existence very early, from 1832-33. Fox Chase later would
take over in the area.

Ar 1 ' c3 ] ‘(ms) none reported




A township on the west side of the Schuylkill River, north of Kingsessing township; It was traversed by the
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Philadelphia County, 1798-1867

Dark = Known EKU and LKU postmark years

28 29 30(31 32 33 34 35|36 37 38 39 40]41 42 43 44 45

46 47 48 49 50|51 52 53 54 55(56 57 58 59 60)|61 62 63 64 65|66 67

28 29 30|31 32 33 34 35(36 37 38 39 40(41 42 43 44 45)|46 47 48 49 50|51 52 53 54 55(56 57 58 59 60|61 62 63 64 65]66 67]

Blockley

49

Darby Road, Chadd'’s Ford, or Baltimore Pike, the road to West Chester, to Haverford and to Lancaster. Within its
boundaries were the villages of Hamilton, Mantua, West Philadelphia, Hestonville and Haddington. The greatest

length, 4 miles; the greatest breadth, 5 miles; area, 7,580 acres. The name derived from Blockley, a parish in
England in the county of Worcester. A village of the same name developed in fits and starts as the post office
chart shows, coming and going 1825-29, 1836-41 and reappearing once again in 1850, only to succumb in the

general suppression of county offices in 1863.

Bl1 C 4 |a ms"type1,"noPa 1852 12/28 1861
Bl 2 b |ms "type 2," with Pa 1861

BI'3 ¢ |fancy printed 3-line ms (diagonally) 71855 9/18

Bl 4 | C 5 |a |Blockley slin C28. black 1828 ASCC

BI5 b |BLOCKLEY /PA CD26, black 1861 8/29

BI6 1203 |a |PAID 3Cts ms, beneath ms postmark G 4¢ 1855 9/18

Bl 7 b |Free ms

Bl 8 c |(other ms - missent, forwarded, etc.)

Bl 9 1204 PAID

BI10 | 1205 FREE

BI11 | 1206 3-ring target? cancel, black 1861 9/2 18637 --/--

Branch Town

Little is known of this office and no markings have been found. It was located in the area of Milestown.

Bra 1\ ) ‘ ‘Branch Town none reported
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Figure 2 A wonderful auxiliary marking folded letter from originally from Uniontown
(red), to Andalusia PA, not very close to Bridesburg, yet forwarded nonetheless to
Abington PA, How did the postmaster know where to send it, except by a recipient who
brought it in to be forwarded to her friend, now returned home(?). Date is estimated as
March 4, late 1840s. Catalog Bri 7.

Bridesburg
A village between Frankford and the Delaware River. It took its name from Joseph Kirkbride, who for many
years was land-owner there and proprietor of a ferry over Frankford Creek, and to whom Legislature gave a right
to build a bridge and receive toll for passage over the same by act of March 20,1811. On April 1, 1833, the County
of Philadelphia bought the Kirkbride bridge and two and a half acres of land annexed for $5,500. Kirkbridesburg
was considered too long a name for convenient use, and the shorter one was adopted Bridesburg was
incorporated as a borough on April 1, 1848. lts post office began in 1841.

Bri1| C7 ms 1841 6/3 1849 3/12
Bri2 | C 8 |a |BRIDESBURG/PA. CD30, no final H, black 1854 3/2

Bri 3 b |BRIDESBURGH /PA. CD32+, with H, black 1856 9/29 1863 10/24
Bri 4 ¢ |[Undetermined spelling,] 1861 8/5

Bri 5| 1207 |a |Paid ms

Bri 6 b |Free ms

Bri 7 ¢ |Forwarded from / Bridesburg Pa ms 1845-51

Bri 8| 1208 PAID

Bri 9| 1209 FREE

Bri10| 1210 Cancel: wide 7-bar C20

Bri11|1210A| |official cc of the Frankford Arsenal 1863
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Figure 3 A nice manuscript from Bustleton PA, in the far northeast of Philadelphia
County to far off Portsmouth New Hampshire, brother to brother. The courtesy of postpaid
mail helped soothe the addressee as the writer hadn t written in so long. It’s an early
letter, Dec. 13, 1831, marked in the hand of 19-year long postmaster Enoch C. Edwards.
Catalog Bu 2.

Bustleton
Bustleton is in Lower Dublin Twp, in the northeast part of the county. Bustleton, Fox Chase and
Holmesburg were in this township. Through the 1860s. This township was one of the first created in
Philadelphia county, going back to the William Penn. As a stop on the Philadelphia-Trenton-New York
stage route, it was a “bustling” place, which gives it the name. Initially, the posta office was called Bustle
Town from 1803-08, and was then shortened. It was reconstituted as a working office in 1823

Bu1| C9 Bustle Town none reported

Bu2 | C10 |a |ms with Pa neat uniform writing 1826 1845
Bu3 b |ms with Pa rounded, looping letters 1853 9/15

Bud4 | C11 |a |BUSTLETON/Pa. CD30, black 1854 4/19 [1861/2 12/9
Bu 5 b | same? CD31 ASCC

Bu 6 1865 11/13

Bu7 | 1211 |a |Paid ms 1830 12/13 | 1855
Bu 8 b |Free ms

Bu 9 ¢ |(other ms - missent, forwarded, etc.)

Bu10| 1212 PAID

Bu11| 1213 FREE

Bu12| 1214 | [target cancel, C18, black 1865 1/13
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Figure 4 A neat envelope from Byberry PA to lowa, between 1845 and 1851, in the hand of
Cyrus Pierce, 9 year postmaster. Originally belonged to Wylie Flack, prominent
Philadelphia collector. The LKU for a manuscript is only 1846, so this doubtless is later, but
that cannot be proven. Catalog By 1.

Byberry
This township in the extreme northeastern part of Philadelphia County. It was settled by a few Swedes as early
as the 1640s. Preceding Penn by half a dozen years, in 1675, four brothers, Nathaniel, Thomas, Daniel and
William Walton arrived in Delaware from Byberry, England, near Bristol. They prospected the land north along the
Delaware, and chose the country near the Poquessing Creek, a Byberry Twp. boundary, and settled there. The
township of Byberry was established very soon after the arrival of Penn. It remained very rural and was inhabited
by few families and villages through consolidation in 1854. It postal operations began in 1829.

By1 C12 | |ms with or without Pa ~ [1834 258 [1846 51
By2 | C13 BYBERRY / Pa. CD34 1861/2 7/26

By 3| 1215 |a |Paid ms

By 4 b |Free ms

By 5 c |(other - missent, forwarded, etc.)

By 6| 1216 PAID

By 7| 1217 FREE

Cedar Grove
Cedar Grove is associated with the Felton’s Villa area which, through a series of flip flops, eventually
will become the Olney Post Office. Its dates are 1832-33, very similar to the insubstantial Arial Post
Office.

|Ce 1 | C14 I |none reported
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Figure 5 Wonderfully thick double letter sent from “Chesnut” Hill PA to Mrs Stephen
Francis DuPont in Wilmington. (He later commands the South Atlantic Blockading
Squadron and wins fame.) Catalog Ch 1, EKU for a manuscript. The marking is in a
feminine hand and perhaps is evidence that Susan Geiger, of whom little is known, was
postmistress during late 1834.

Germantown township was laid out October 12, 1683-4 for German and Dutch purchasers. Some purchasers
were from Frankfurt and other German towns. The township was divided into settlements, called Germantown,
Cresheim, and Sommerhausen. Some had Quaker Friends through the preaching of William Penn in Germany.
The major settlements within German township were named Germantown, Cresheim (afterwards Mount Airy), and

Chestnut Hill

Sommerhausen (later Chestnut Hill).
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Ch1 C15 Ches(t)nut Hill ms 1834 9/24 1836 8/28
Ch2| C16 CHESTNUT HILL /PA. CD30 1844 8/10 (1856 7/31
Ch3| C17 CHESNUT HILL/Pa. CD29, no"T" 1861 10/11 1863 8/28
Ch4 | 1218 |a |Paid ms 1850

Ch 5 b |Free ms

Ch 6 ¢ |(other - missent, forwarded, etc.)

Ch 7| 1219 | |PAID

Ch 8| 1220 | |FREE

Ch9 | 1221 |a |hatched cork cancel, black? 1863 2/9 |1863 3/27
Ch10 b |checkerboard, C19, black 1863 1/10 | 1863 2/18
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Falls of Schuylkill

Falls of (the) Schuylkill is located in th ethe near northwest of Philadelphia County, and takes its name from the
rock outcrops that forbid boat transportation beyond that point. The rapids’ roughness so impressed Merriwether
Lewis that he would refer to rapids his Louisiana Expedition found on the Missouri as like those he had

encountered at the Falls of Schuylkill. Its post office was in 1830 and it continued until the dissolution of the county
office structure in 1863.

Fa 1| C18 ms not known
Fa2 | C19 |a |FALLS of SCHUYLKILL / *P".* blue, black,CD30 1844 1111
Fa 3 b | same? CD32 (ASCC, Stets) 1855 5/15 (#26)
Fa 4| 1222 |a |Paid ms '
Fa 5 b |Free ms
Fa 6 c |(other - missent, forwarded, etc.)
Fa 7| 1223 PAID
Fa 8| 1224 FREE
Fox Chase

The Fox Chase section of Philadelphia got its name from The Fox Chase Inn whose sign depicted fox hunters,
and which opened before 1705. It thrived on the Oxford-Huntingdon Turnpike trade, but it also catered to the
affluent who wanted to hunt fox in the surrounding woods. The town's character began to change with the arrival
of the Reading RR’s Newtown Line in 1876. Many of the city's aristocracy began to discover the attractiveness of
suburban living, and many mansions were built. It is southwest of Pennypack Park, along the Montgomery
County border.

Fo1| C22 |a |ms with Pa 1846 4/27 |1862 6/28
' Fo2 b |ms no Pa 1853 10/28 {1857 8/6
Fo 3 c |ms with Penna 1866 12/20

Fo4 | C 22A 1857 5/3

Fo5 | C23 FOX CHASE / PA. CD31-2 1861 pre-Sep | 1867

Fo6 | C24 FOXCHASE / PA CD24+, 4 circle target 1867 6/22

Fo 7| 1225 |a |Paid 3 ms 1853 10/28

Fo 8 a* Paid 5 1847 1/19

Fo 9 b [Free ms

Fo 10 ¢ |(other - missent, forwarded, etc.)

Fo 11| 1226 PAID

Fo 12| 1227 FREE

Felton’s Villa / Feltonville
It could easily be called the Feltonville Follies. With the advent of Andrew Jackson in 1828-36, politics would
never be the same. He introduced the “spoils system”, to the victor belonged the spoils. He gave his v=cronies
jobs whether they could handle the workload or not. Especially so in the Post Office Department. The back and
forth of the Cedar Grove-Felton’s Villa-Olney-Feltonville-Olney postmasters nirror the change of administration in
Washington perfectly. However, nothing is known from any of h=these offices except Olney. The stores/hotels of
the postmasters were down the road from one another, and one could tell, once the election had concluded, which
direction to head in to post or pick up the next letter.
Felton’s Villa
Fe 1 } Cc20 i ‘none reported l J

Feltonville
Fe 2 C21 | [none reported l ]
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Figure 6 A slightly tatty Frankford PA patriotic bearing a faded #64b or 65, September 25,
18627, to the I*' Reg. H (Harrisburg?/ horse?) Guards at Chambersburg PA.. The small

device was used in 1862 and 3 for sure. Catalog Frk 5.
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Figure 7 An apparently new handstamp device from Frankford, sharp and showing fine
serifs on the letters, but sadly not year dated, sent to the Adjutant General, FREE. No

contents. Catalog Frk 4 with Frk 10.
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Frankford is situated on the Tacony (Frankford) Creek in the lower part of Oxford Twp..The name of the village
was very likely derived from the title of the Franckfort Company, which took up ground there. This village was
incorporated into a borough by act of March 2, 1800, And by Act of April 4, 1831, the boundaries of the borough
were extended. A post office was sought and granted during Frankford’s birth year, 1800. Not too long before my
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Figure 8 Feb 9, 1848 (postmarked the 11" ) letter to Falsington PO, Bucks County PA, from

Frankford, prepaid. A letter between lawyers, and lawyers didn t pay another s postage.

first dated paid recorded. Catalog Frk 4 with Frk 9.

Frankford

own birth there. A good place!

This is the

Frk1 | C26 |a |/ms no Pa 1809 1/5 (1817 6/12
Frk 2 b |ms with P 1823 11/25 {1828 10/20
Frk 3 ¢ |ms with Pa - 1839 11/4 |1845 6/12
Frk 4 | C27 |a |FRANKFORD /Pa. CD30 red, black, blue, green 1847 11/1 |1857 ©5/4
(premium) (ASCCS EKU is 1826 - surely inaccurate)
Frk 5 b |[FRANKFORD / PA CD26 black 1862 6/30 |7867-62 9/25
b*| same, used as backstamp after county station 1863 9/28
dissolution, new markers not arrived
Frk 6 | 1228 |a |Paid ms
Frk 7 b |Free ms
Frk 8 ¢ |(other - missent, forwarded, etc.)
Frk 9 | 1229 PAID 3x21 black 1848 2/9
Frk 10 | 1230 FREE sl 4x21 black 1846 7/15
Frk 11| 1231 |]a |5 C18, red 1849 8/1 [1851 1/3
Frk 12 b |X SI 10x8+, red 1850 1/4
Frk 13| 1232 |a |10-line grid cancel, approx 24 mm dia 1855 (#11)
Frk 14 b | 7-line grid, no circle? approx 20 mm dia, black 1860 3/4
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Francisville
Francisville is another small post office from which mail ought o have been found. It developed at a peak period,
1836-42, however, it appears its business could have easily been gobbled up by Spring Garden, a short distance
southwest. Spring Garden thrived during its time, 1831-57.

|Fra 1! C25 I |none reported f }
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Figure 9 A faded Fox Chase ladies letter to San Antonio Texas U.S.
The back shows a gratuitous “1858" as if we were permitted to trust
that information! Is there an elephant’s burial ground for all the
letters that should never have been separated from their envelopes?
Catalog Fo 1.

6%

Figure 10 A nice Germantown year dated dial marked up by Hillary Krickbaum,
postmistress from 1861 to discontinuance in 1863. The stamp has a neat S-O-N & section
killer cork as well as a tying dial. Catalog G 6.
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Germantown

Germantown is the settlement in German Township which was founded by Francis Daniel Pastorius, October
21, 1685. On August 12, 1689, in London, William Penn signed a charter granting the inhabitants a corporation by
the name of "the bailiff, burgesses and commonalty of German towne, in the county of Philadelphia, in the
province of Pennsylvania." They council had authority to hold "the general court of the corporation of
Germantowne," to make laws for the government of the settlement, and to hold a court of record. This court went
into operation in 1690, and continued its services for sixteen years. Germantown has the distinction of opening the
second post office in Philadelphia County, second only to Philadelphia City’s office. The year was 1798.

(All those stars in the new catalog column have to go, but it is instructive how the handwriting differences stand
out. They indicate different postmasters, at least, perhaps a variety of clerks, too, at the large Germantown post
office. Time and experience will eventually take care of those stars.

G 1 C28|a | GermanTPa ms 1804 1/8
G 2 b |Germantown ms 1811 5/10 |1833 6/26
G 2* b*| Germantown Pa ms 1820 6/30
G 2* ¢ |Germantown/P ms 1826 12/11
G 2% d |Germantown/Pa ms 1832 3/28
G3 | C29 a |GERMANTOWN/P® CD30 red, black "tp 1" 18347 2/11 |1854 8/24
G4 a*| var with date ms; pre-1845 rates red, black 1841 5/10 (1842 12/5
G5 b |GERMANTOWN /Pa. CD31, black, "type 2" 1850 1855
G6 ¢ |GERMANTOWN / Pa. CD32 year date, black; usually 1859 4/26 |1863 10/22
with PAID h/s which may be an early precancel (#73)
G 8 d | varno year 1863 5/2,12/6 (#65)
G9 d | same, CD32 red
G 10 | 1233 |a |Paid 10 ms 1832 3/28
G 11 b |Free ms
G 12 c |(other - missent, forwarded, etc.)
G 13 | 1234 |a |PAID sl 23x3+, black 1844 11/18 |1850 5/23
G13* a*|PAID (arc) / 3 sl arc 19x18 black 1851+
G14 b |PAID sl 19x6 approx, black? 1859 3/12 (C26a)
G 15 | 1235 FREE sl 22x4, black 1839-1854 (€2%a)
G 16 1236 5 sl 8x12, black 1853 4/20
G17 | 1237 ?-line grid killer, C257, black 1855 12/7 est
G 17* [1237*| |split 4-bar cork 1867-62
i Ay y Nl Figure 11 Dec 10, 1826
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letter postmarked the
next day for Goochiland

(!) County, Virginia. The
Germantown manuscript
is done in quality
calligraphy and
definitely indicates its
owner, unfortunately the
early Germantown
postmaster list was
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destroyed. Of particular
importance is the
“Please deliver this /
immediately” plea of the
sender to the postmaster.
Catalog G 2**,
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Figure 12 A weak Germantown dial of November 11, nyd, but with a nice arc PAID / 3. Dated
after July 1, 1851 and tentatively before August 1854, the LKU so far for the dial’s use.
Catalog G 3 with G 13*

/////a/&ﬂ(wzz/m(//j@% X g;f
St Bl s
—z ﬂ/; ;k ST WSS

)

Figure 13 A remarkable letter written May 10, 1841, in “eastenders” English
by a “labourer” to his brother in Niagara New York. He gvies prices current
for flour and other foodstuffs, states the going wages, and advises that their
mum who has had a stroke 18 months ago may not make it —she is 92! The
letter was carried overseas by the goodness of a friend and placed into the mail
in Germantown. A nice red dial with manuscript date, August 3. Catalog G 3.
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Appendix

From WATSON’S ANNALS of PHILADELPHIA and
PENNSYLVANIA, written circa 1830-1850. From the
1857 edition, Chapter 18: THE POST. It looked like
it would be interestig reading, based on a chatty, old
antiquarians memory and tales told him in the mod-
ern “oral history” sense 150 years ago.

“He comes ! the herald of a noisy world,
News from all nations, lumb’ring at his back !”

There is nothing in which the days of “Auld Lang
Syne” more differ from the present, than in the aston-
ishing facilities now afforded for rapid conveyances
from place to place, and of course, in the quick deliv-
ery of communications by the mail. Before the year
1775, five to six weeks were consumed in writing to
and receiving an answer from Boston. All the letters
were conveyed on horseback, at a snail-pace gait —
slow, but sure. The first stage between Boston and
New York commenced on the 24th of June 1772, to
run once a fortnight as “a useful, new, and expensive
undertaking”; “to start on the 13th, and to arrive ei-
ther to or from either of those places on the 25th” —
thus making thirteen days of travel ! * Now, it travels
the same distance in fourteen hours ! The first stage
between New York and Philadelphia, begun in 1756,
occupied three days, and now it accomplishes it in
six hours !

“Madam Knight’s Journal” of the year 1704, shows
that she was two weeks in riding with the postman as
her guide, from Boston to New York. In most of the
towns she saw Indians. She often saw wampum pass-
ing as money among the people; but 6d. a meal, atinns,
&c. Tobacco was used and sold under the name of
“black junk”. Mrs. Shippen, soon after her marriage
in 1702, came from Boston to Philadelphia on horse-
back, bringing a baby on her lap.

Nor are those former prolonged movements pecu-
liar to us. It was even so with our British ancestors,
not very long before us ! We have a specimen of their
sluggish doings in this matter, as late as the year 1712.
“The New Castle Courant” of that year contains a stage
advertisement, saying that “all who desire to pass from
Edinboro’ to London, or from London to Edinboro’,
let them repair to Mr. John Baillie’s &c., every other
Saturday and Monday, at both of which places they
may be received in a stage coach, which performs the
whole journey in thirteen days, without stoppage (if
God permit) having eighty able horses to perform the
whole stage”. Now the same distance is performed in

forty-six hours ! On the whole, it is manifest the whole
civilized world have learned to move every where with
accelerated motion ! The facts, as they were in the
olden time, are to the following effect, to wit : —

In July 1683, William Penn issued an order for the
establishment of a post office, and granted to Henry
Waldy, of Tekonay, authority to hold one, and “to sup-
ply passengers with horses from Philadelphia to New
Castle, or to the Falls”. The rates of postage were, to
wit : — “Letters from : the Falls to Philadelphia, 3d.
— to Chester, 5d. — to New Castle, 7d. — to Mary-
land, 9d. — and from: Philadelphia to Chester, 2d. —
to New Castle, 4d. — and to Maryland 6d.” This
post went once a week, and was to be carefully pub-
lished “on the meeting-house door, and other public
places”. These facts I found in the MSS. of the
Pemberton family. Aregular act for a post-office at
Philadelphia was first enacted in the year 1700.

Colonel John Hamilton, of New Jersey, and son of
Governor Andrew Hamilton, first devised the post-
office scheme for British America, for which he ob-
tained a patent, and the profits accruing. Afterwards,
he sold it to the crown, and a member of parliament
was appointed for the whole, with a right to have his
substitute reside in New York.

In December 1717, Jonathan Dickinson writes to his
correspondent, saying, “We have a settled post from
Virginia and Maryland unto us, and goes through all
our northern colonies, whereby advices from Boston
unto Williamsburg, in Virginia, is completed in four
weeks from March to December, and in double that
time in the other months of the year”.

In 1722, the Gazette says — “We have been these
three days expecting the New York post, as usual, but
he is not yet arrived”, although three days over his
time !

In 1727, the mail to Annapolis is opened this year to
go once a fortnight in summer and once a month in
winter, via New Castle, &c., to the Western Shore,
and back to the Eastern Shore; managed by William
Bradford in Philadelphia, and by William Parks in
Annapolis.

In December 1729, the Gazette announces that
“while the New York post continues his fornight stage,
we shall publish but once a week as in former times”.
In the summer it went once a week.
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In 1738, Henry Pratt is made riding postmaster
for all the stages between Philadelphia and New-
port, in Virginia; to set out in the beginning of each
month, and to return in twenty-four days. To him,
all merchants, &c., may confide their letters and
other business, he having given security to the post-
master general. In this day we can have but little
conception of his lonely rides through imperfect
roads; of his laying out at times all night, and giv-
ing his horse a range of rope to browse, while he
should make his letter-pack his pillow, on the
ground!

In 1744, it is announced in the Gazette, that the
“northern post begins his fornight stages on Tues-
day next, for the winter season”.

In 1745, John Dalley, surveyor, states that he has
just made survey of the road from Trenton to Amboy,
and had set up marks at every two miles to guide
the traveller. It was done by private subscriptions,
and he proposes to do the whole road from Phila-
delphia to New York in the same way, if a sum can
be made up !

In 1748, when Professor Kalm arrived at Phila-
delphia from London, many of the inhabitants came
on board his vessel for letters. Such as were not
called for, were taken to the Coffee-house, where
every body could make inquiry for them, thus show-
ing that, then, the post-office did not seem to claim
a right to distribute them as now.

In 1753, the delivery of letters by the penny post
was first begun. At the same time began the prac-
tice of advertising remaining letters in the office.
The letters for all the neighboring counties went to
Philadelphia, and lay there till called for — thus,
letters for Newtown, Bristol, New Castle &c., are
to be called for in Philadelphia.

Even at that late period, the northern mail goes
and returns but once a week in summer, and once a
fortnight in winter, just as it did twenty-five years
before.

But in October 1754, a new impulse is given, so
as to start for New York thereafter on Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday; and in the winter once a
week.This, therefore, marks the period of a new era
in the mail establishment of our country. It owed
this impulse, extending also to Boston, to the man-
agement of our Franklin, made postmaster general.

In 1755, the postmaster general, Benjamin Franklin,
publishes, that to aid trade &c., he gives notice, that
hereafter, the winter northern mail from Philadelphia
to New England, which used to set out but once a
fortnight, shall start once a week all the year round
— “whereby answers may be obtained in letters be-
tween Philadelphia and Boston, in three weeks, which
used to require six weeks!”

In 1758, newspapers which aforetime were carried
post free per mail, will, by the reason of their great
increase, be changed thereafter to the small price of
9d. a year, for fifty miles, and 1s.6d. for one hundred
miles. This was most probably, the private emolument
of the rider; the papers themselves not having been
mailed at all, it is probable. {Note : emolument =
form of compensation}

Finally, in 1774, which brings colonial things nearly
to its final close, by the war of Independence, soon
after, we read that “John Perkins engages to ride post
to carry the mail once a week to Baltimore, and will
take along or bring back led horses or any parcels.”

Immediately after the second Congress met in May
1775, they appointed a committee to report a scheme
of a post “for conveying letters and intelligence
through this continent”. In July following, an estab-
lishment was made under a postmaster general, to be
located at Philadelphia — “he to form a line of posts
from Falmouth, New England, to Savannah, in Geor-
gia, with cross posts where needful”. Such a post-
master general had $1000 per annum, and a secretary
and comptroller at $340 each — a small affair indeed
then ! Benjamin Franklin was this postmaster gen-
eral. In the following year, the office was conferred
on Richard Bache. To carry the mails, riders were
appointed for every twenty-five miles, to deliver from
one to the other, and return to their starting places,
they to travel day and night and to be faithful men
and true.

At the same time it was ordered that three advice boats
should be established, “one to ply between North
Carolina and such ports as shall be most convenient
to the place where Congress shall be sitting — one
other between the State of Georgia and the same port.
The boats to be armed, and to be freighted by indi-
viduals for the sake of diminishing the public ex-
pense.”. Sometimes carrying, perchance, oysters,
potatoes, apples, &c.
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In November 1776, authority was given “to employ
extra post riders between the armies, from their head
quarters to Philadelphia”. The pay of the postmaster
general was increased to $2000, in April 1779. In
1779, the post was regulated “to arrive and set out
twice a week at the place where Congress shall be
sitting, to go as far as Boston, and to Charleston, South
Carolina”. In consequence of this alleged increase of
business, the postmaster general was to receive $5000
per annum, and the comptroller $4000, meaning con-
tinental money, we presume, for in September 1780,
the postmaster general actually received but $1000,
and the comptroller but $500. The surveyor $533, in
specie. Besides these two officers in the post depart-
ment, there was a secretary, who acted as clerk to the
postmaster general. There were three surveyors who
were to travel and inspect the conduct of riders &c.
There was also an inspector of dead letters, at a salary
of $100 a year — now there are four clerks constantly
employed at this service, inspecting upwards of a
million of dead letters in a year ! The post riders
furnished their own horses and forage — and when
much exposed, through any country possessed by the
enemy, they had an occasional military escort.
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Randy Stehle Mail Bid No. 111
16 Iris Court, San Mateo, CA 94401

Phone: (650) 344-3080
Email: RSTEHLE@ix.netcom.com

CALIFORNIA

22 OONOURWN =

ALCATRAZ, 1918 VG 4-BAR ON COVER. EST. $15

ALCATRAZ, 1937 F DUPLEX ON CACHETED COVER. EST. $6
ASILOMAR, 1933 F EKU MOT-110 ON PPC (14-35). EST. $6
BABTISTE, 1918 G+ 4-BAR ON PPC (13-24). EST. $20

BATAVIA, 1908 F 4-BAR ON COVER (70-13). EST. $20

BAYPOINT, 1910 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (01-31). EST. $5

CAMP HAAN, 1941 VG DUPLEX ON COVER (41-47). EST. $5
CASTROVILLE, 1908 G+ DUPLEX ON PPC. EST. $4

CHUALAR, 1877 F EKU MOT-570 ON COVER W/STAIN. EST. $70
CHUALAR, 1907 VG LKU MOT-610 REC’'D ON PPC. EST. $6
CLINTON, 1908 G+ LIGHT DOANE ON PPC (96-15). EST. $20
COLES, 1898 VG CDS ON COVER RED’D @ RT (88-03). EST. $20
CON COW, 1893 VG CDS ON REG’D COVER (82-06). EST. $40
CROMBERG, 1912 F 4-BAR ON PPC (80/60). EST. $5

DANBY, 1911 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (98/13). EST. $40

ELECTRA, 1910 VG 4-BAR REC’D & O/S ON PPC (00-23). EST. $10
FORT ROSECRANS STA (SAN DIEGO), 1942 F MACHINE ON CVR. E $5
FT WIN SCOTT STA (SF), 1942 G+ DUPLEX ON COVER (41-50). E $5
FOSTER, 1915 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (93-16). EST. $20

GILROY HOT SPRINGS, 1907 VG CDS ON PPC OF SITE (73-34). E $8
GO. GATE STA (OAKLAND)/REC’D, 1903 G CDS ON BACK OF CVR $5
GREENFIELD, 1940 G+ DUPLEX ON PPC. EST. $5

KING CITY/REC’D, 1907 VG CDS REC’'D ON PPC. EST. $4
LANKERSHIM, 1909 VG LIGHT 4-BAR ON PPC (06-26). EST. $6
LIDELL, 1909 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (80-15). EST. $10

MARK WEST, 1911 F 4-BAR ON PPC (65/17). EST. $12

MATHER, 1934 F 4-BAR ON PPC (21/67). EST. $4

MATILIJA, 1905 VG CDS ON PPC (89-16). EST. $12

MIDLAKE, 1909 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (00-45). EST. $6

MIDWAY, 1916 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (70-18). EST. $20

MILLERTON, ca1870 BLUE CDS ON COVER (53/74). EST. $150
MOUNTAIN KING, 1910 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (07-22). EST. $12

NAPA JUNCTION, 1909 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (75/33). EST. $6

NAVAL HOSPITAL (SAN DIEGO), 1936 F MACHINE ON COVER. E $5
NORTHWESTERN, 1922 F 4-BAR ON PPC W/STAIN (06-27). EST. $8
NORTHWOOD, 193X VG 4-BAR ON PPC (29-38). EST. $6

PAICINES, 1910 VG SWOLLEN LKU SAB-830 ON PPC. EST. $5

COLORADO

ABBEY, 1910 VG CDS REC'D ON PPC (91-14). EST. $20
CARDIFF, 1910 VG 4-BAR ON PPC W/TONING (89-18). EST. $20
CHERRY, 1910 VG CDS ON PPC (00-20). EST. $20

DOME ROCK, 1910 F 4-BAR ON PPC (80/11). EST. $15
ELKHORN, 1914 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (00-17). EST. $20
ELLICOTT, 1909 VG DOANE ON PPC (95-16). EST. $20
FORKSCREEK, 1909 VG DOANE ON PPC (78-27). EST. $15
KONANTZ, 5/25/12 F LKU DOANE ON PPC (95/24). EST. $20
HILL TOP, 1917 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (90-44). EST. $6

HOME, 1935 G+ 4-BAR ON COVER (82-46). EST. $6

LUJANE, 1910 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (05-10). EST. $35

NORRIE, 1917 VG 4-BAR ON COVER (94/18). EST. $20

OPAL, 1917 F 4-BAR ON PPC (13-23). EST. $20

OVERLAND, 1910 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (92-20). EST. $12

READ, 1911 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (98-34). EST. $6

SITTON, 1909 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (06-17). EST. $20
SMUGGLER, 1909 VG LIGHT 4-BAR ON PPC (95-28). EST. $10

OREGON

CHAMPOEG, 1892 G+ CDS ON REG’'D COVER RED'D @ RT (80-05) $25
ELK CITY, 1900 F CDS ON COVER (88-58). EST. $5

PARKERS MILL, 1909 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (07-25). EST. $25

PERRY, 1909 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (90-31). EST. $6

SAMPSON, 1907 F DOANE ON PPC (98-12)(MAILED W/O STAMP). $10
SISKIYOU, 1917 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (95-32). EST. $6

STEAMBOAT, 1910 F 4-BAR REC'D ON PPC (88- 15) EST. $30
TROUTDALE, 1908 TYPE 11E RFD #1 (DATE ONLY). EST. $5

WALKER, 1916 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (91-25). EST. $6

WELLS, 1911 F DUPLEX ON PPC (80-36). EST. $6

WASHINGTON

ETNA, 1909 F DOANE REC'D ON PPC (82-18). EST. $12

LAWRENCE, 1908 VG DOANE ON PPC (92-31). EST. $6
MEADOWDALE, 1911 VG DOANE ON PPC (04-38). EST. $6

OAKVILLE, 1896 G+ CDS ON COVER (WASH NOT STRUCK)(78-02) $30
OPHIR, 1912 F 4-BAR ON PPC (90-13). EST. $20

PARK, 1910 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (84/25). EST. $6

STELLA, 1911 F 4-BAR ON PPC (84-35). EST. $5

TANNER, 1908 F 4-BAR ON PPC (07-12). EST. $12

UTSALADDY, 1910 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (65-10). EST. $40

Railway Post Offices (RPOs)

SALT LAKE C & SILVER C, '97 G LITE (974.2-B-1) ON REG REC 20
SARLES & LAKOTA, 1909 F (876.9-A-2) ON PPC. EST. $15
SEATTLE & HOQUIAM, 1915 F (901.4-E-4) ON PPC. EST. $8
SEATTLE & SEWARD, ca1930 G+ LITE (X-14-d) ON PPC. EST. $10
SEATTLE & SKAGWAY 1929 F (X-19-d) ON PPC. EST. $10
SEATTLE & SKAGWAY, 1933 G+ (X-19-e) ON PPC. EST. $6

SPOK & UMATILLA, 1911 VG (904.6-E-1) ON PPC. EST. $8
TEXARK & WHITESBORO, 1912 VG (487-F-2) ON PPC. EST. $6
TRUCKEE & LAKE TAHOE, 1904 VG (997.4-A-1) W/SOUTH ON PPC $20
TRUCKEE & LK TAHOE, 1943 VG (997.4-B-2) W/T.N. ON PPC. $12
TUOLUMNE & STOCK, 1909 F (989-G-1) ON PPC. EST. $8
WABASHA & FARIBAULT, 1911 VG (877.2-B-1) ON PPC. EST. $8
WINONA & HURON, 1912 VG (866-AB-1) ON PPC. EST. $8

Minimum Bid $3.00 please. Phone bids accepted.

CLOSING DATE:
April 13, 2005 (10 PM Pacific)
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Cats!

By Richard W. Helbock

“Collectors should collect what they like
and not worry about classification.”

Richard B. Graham

As usual, Dick Graham hit the nail on the head when
he wrote those words in the introduction to the Ameri-
can Illlustrated Cover Catalog in 1981. Postal history
purists have argued for decades about whether or not
illustrated covers—particularly advertising covers—
are legitimate subjects for a postal history collection.

No one denies that an attractive illustration adds to
the appeal (read value) of a cover, but, as postal his-
torians, we really ought to be looking at postal rates
and mail routings or perhaps peculiarities in postmark
design. Traditionally, rules used in judging postal his-
tory exhibits have tended to emphasize postal historic
content, presentation and scarcity of material. That
is, no doubt, how it should be, but I’ve actually had
knowledgeable exhibitors tell me that they shied away
from using advertising covers in the exhibits for fear
that judges might “mark them down” for displaying
covers that were “too pretty.”

Figure 1 Northwestern School of Taxidermy cover Omaha,
Nebraska, 1924. Beautiful multicolored leopard in tree. At least
two other cat designs have been seen _from this school.

I'really don’t want to go down that road, but, for those
of you who follow La Posta my byline is usually as-
sociated with widely accepted, “serious” postal his-
tory subjects such as miliary mail or international air
mail, or sometimes the frontier West. These are themes
that have intrigued me for most of my life and I find
it possible to return to them over and over again with-
out loosing the joy of discovering something new each
time. That sense of discovery—the opportunity to
learn something new, even if it is small and insignifi-
cant in the broader scheme of things—has been my
well-spring.

But, occasionally, a cover comes my way that has
absolutely nothing to do with my primary interests in
postal history. Shucks, for all [ know it isn’t even sig-
nificant from a postal history point of view, but it is
different. Come on now, reader, I know you have had
this same experience, and you probably do just what
I’ve done; you set it aside in a box called “future re-
search”, or “indeterminant”, or “to be continued.”

Well, over the years, these odd things add up, and,
sometimes they find go-withs like pieces of a giant
jigsaw puzzle that the Wizard of Oz tornado scattered
across Kansas.

So, with this as preamble and without a single apol-
ogy for displaying advertising covers wantonly in a
postal history journal, here are my cats.

NORTHWESTERN
SCHOOL OF TRAXIDER

~ OMRHR,NEBR..

l'l\ i

i " Wl 2 I |
TRAXIDERMY TRUGHT BY MAIL *//H

Baker, QOregon,

1908 Third Street,
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Lions

King of the beasts, a lion symbolizes power and leadership. These covers illustrate lions to symbolize their in
furniture, stoves & ranges, insurance and bicycles.

If not delivered in 6 dr;ys return to

THE LYON
FURNITURE AGENCY,

Room 404, Swdbury Building,
SUDBURY ST.,
BOSTON, = MASS.

FORM 23 SOM.9-20-19

RETURN IN FIVE DAYS TO

THE H. WETTER MFG. CO.

e WETTER’S

Idgho Hiw. & Plumbing Co.,

SOUTH PITTSBURG, TENN. -
Boise, Idaho.
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Figure 6 The Northwestern School
of Taxidemy had maintained its full-
color format in the mid-1930s, but
changed from a leopard to a tiger
for its animal of choice.

Northwestern
School of Taxidermy

Millard Foster
I- out e 1

Taxidermy Taught by Mail

" PANTHER TREAD
RuBeer HEELSs

ENTERPRISE SHOE AND LEATHER ¢0. Mr. F. H. Espinoza,

Leather, Fiudings and Shoe Store Supplies 125 N. Stone Ave. ?
316 Mesa Avenue X
EL PASO, TEXAS Tucson, Ariz.

Figure 7 Panther Tread Rubber Heels called for a spotted panther image on
this El paso, Texas, shoe and leather dealer s advertising cover from 1916.

RETURN IN TEN DAYS TO :
SILBERMAN BROTHERS 5 NG o)

N -~ :
= ) m— O

valzRaAm;w;mEgNRSﬁm \/[W%W
T / /<)m j&)/( )a bt
A s

Figure 8 This mountain lion is the only native North American big cat in my
little collection. He graces this 1896 third class mail cover from a Chicago fur
dealer.
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“Don’t Blame Me, | Voted Democratic.”

Shamrock, Callaway County, Missouri: 1833-1861; 1863-1954

By Bob Schultz

Shamrock, Callaway County, Missouri was a typical small, crossroads post office. In the state high-
way map from the 1990s, Shamrock is listed with no population. Beginning in the early 1900s the
Rural Free Delivery program spelled death for many of these small, rural offices. The three maps
below—from 1904, the 1950s, and 1998 show how the number of offices changed in Callaway County.

With the closing of the Shamrock office in 1954, the last postmaster, William Armstrong, wrote a

letter to a friend in Fulton, the county seat.
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Shamrock, Mo.
May 31, 1954
Mr. Thos. VanSant
Fulton, Mo.

Friend Tom,
I thought you might like to have a last day cover and having a piece of crepe left, |
marked this one for you.
I still think this administration is doing us wrong, and this is one Democratic County that
seems they are trying for a record on closing Postoffices.
Sincerely

W. S. Armstrong ;

Last Postmaster
Shamrock, Mo.

Don’t blame me, “I VOTED DEMOCRATIC.”

A
SHAMFOOK, MO,

LAST DAY COVER
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Callaway County
1900 1925 1950 1975 2000
Auxvasse 1874-now i
Bachelor 1875-1959 »X
Boydsville 1894-1906 X
Callaway 1894-1906 ik
Calwood 1874-1922 pX
Carringtron 1873-1954 P
Cedar City 1870-now > X
Concord 1838-1904 X
Cote sans Dessein 1882-1907 —x
Dixie 1892-1905 g
Earl 1891-1907 -,
Effie 1890-1907 —
Elkins 1895-1905 X
Folsom 1887-1905 »x
Fulton 1825-now »X
Garrett 1898-1954 X
Guthrie 1874-1954 pX
Hams Prairie 1865-1907 X
Hatton 1882-1953 X
Hereford 1898-1907 - 4
Holt’s Summit 1869-now > X
Kingdom City 1970-now » X
McCredie 1872-1970
Millersburg 1830-1953 X
Mokane 1893-now »x
Musick 1890-1907 K
New Bloomfield 1841-now >x
Pitcher 1897-1904 »X
Portland 1832-now » X
Prentis 1902-1904 »X
Readsville 1856-1954 X
Reform 1853-1907 e
Shamrock 1833-1954 » X
Steedman 1894-now »X
Stephens Store 1862-1912 ,§
Stephens 1912-1957 X
Tebbetts 1895-now X
Toledo 1887-1905 ¢
Venice 1895-1907 i X
Wainwright 1893-1953 »>x
Williamsburg 1835-now »X
Youngers 1872-1908 _ X

This chart graphically shows the various post office closures in Callaway County. There were a
number in the 1904-1908 period, probably due to RFD routes. In the 1950’s, declining populat-
ion in the rural areas was probably the cause of post office closures.
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WANTED:

Attor § days, rotum to
. E. GARVEY,
GRACEVILLE, MINN.

dr H.W.Swenson
Lawyer
Devils Lake N.D.
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BY BANDITS NEA

ON FEB.3,1931.

THIS

Robbery Covers, Bomb Maiil,
Volcano,

Earthquake, or covers related to
Floods.

Also Terrorist Mail including the

Lockerbee Fight Crash.

Send price and information to Dr. Steven Berlin.

Fax number: (410) 252-7376
E-mail: drstevenberlin@yahoo.com

Don Tocher
U.S. Classics,
Stamps
and Postal History

~ See the many examples at
my website ~
http://www.postalnet.com/dontocher/

Garfield-Perry, Mar 11-13, 2005 , Masonic
Auditorium, Cleveland, OH, H.S, Crt 15C & Rt 1

Covermania, Mar. 19-20, Quality Inn (soon
Clarion) at Exit 5 of I-90, just 4 miles from exit 24
of the New York state Thruway, Albany, NY

Vermont “Crossroads”, Apr. 2, Rte. 4,
Quechee, VT

ASDA, APS, USPCS, CSA, USSS
Box 679, Sunapee, NH 03782, PH/FAX 603-763-5138
dontoch@ix.netcom.com

www. heldforpostage.com

US & Worldwide
Postal History

S 3%—’*
di ‘w//(
A

v SV "J“ﬂ
v

Selections from the Stocks of
Noted Dealers

Bob Baldridge
Crown & Eagle
Elwyn Doubleday
& Others

Classics to Modern
States, Postmarks, Rates, etc.
Also Selling
Paper Collectibles
& Ephemera

Website Updated Regularly
Accepting Credit Card and

On-Line Payments Through
PayPal

www. heldforpostage.com

Timothy R. Pusecker,

Proprietor
APS #157253

postagedues@sbcglobal.net
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Announcing:

La Posta’s
Ebay Postal History Retail Store

A new source for readers to acquire inexpensive cards and covers on line. Each lot is described
briefly and illustrated in full color. Our objective is to offer low to moderately priced postal history
items of a type similar to those typically found in La Posta Subscribers’ Auctions. All purchases
must be made through Ebay, but payment may be arranged by cash, check or by using Pay Pal.
Presently, we have only about 100 lots listed but we expect to expand our offerings considerably in
weeks to come.

Why not drop by and check us out?

To visit our store, go to:
www.la-posta.com

and scroll down the page to the Store link

HERE IS A SMALL SAMPLE OF SOME OF THE LOTS CURRENTLY ON OFFER
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United StatesPostal History

Town Cancels. D.P.O.’s, machines, adver-
tising, R.P.O.’s, stampless and much more
are featured in my state price lists. Which
state may I send you?

P.O. Box 94822
Las Vegas NV 89193
(800) 594-3837
FAX (702) 369-9139

http://postalhistory.com

THE NEW JERSEY POSTAL HISTORY
SOCIETY

 NEW JERSEY

972
1L mstony s

announces the publication of
THE POSTAL MARKINGS OF NEW JERSEY
STAMPLESS COVERS: AN UPDATE
by Donald A. Chafetz
© Copyright 2004
Price: $10 postpaid to US, $12 abroad;
add an extra $5 for CD if purchased with book.
SASTo
LY
| ) Fom? ?}///
" ——

20 years of additions to the Wm C. Coles work of
1983, including a wealth of new dates and new
postmarks.

A must for the collector of New Jersey stampless
covers, and other stampless collectors as well.
To order, contact
Jean Walton, 125 Turtleback Rd., Califon, NJ
07830
email NJPestalHistory@aol.com
Order form available on our website at
http://members.aol.com/njpostalhistory/phsindex
.htm

71

Colorado Postal Ristory Society

Membership includes:
+ Journal - 5 Issues Per Year "Colorado Postal Historian"
*Including "Encyclopedia of Colorado Post Office Markings"
+ Tracings of all recorded postal markings...
+ Alist of postmasters and appointment dates...

+ A description of the town site and how to locate it.
+ Two Meetings per Year

For More Information Contact:
Roger Rydberg, CPHS Secretary
354 So Nile St, Aurora, CO 80012
rrydbergS@comcast.net

www.ColoradoPostalHistorySociety.com

Help our *Club Postal History
Exhibat!”

IRVING, TEXAS IS 100 YEARS OLD.
We need the following cancels:
Irving (1904-70), Kit, Finley, Estelle,
Buck, & Breck.

Contact: John Barrett, Ph.D. at
johnb@royalbodycare.com
Our web site: www.mid-

citiesstampclub.com
00 0000000000000 00O0C0OCGOCGOCGEOGNOGNOSGSNOISIOPS

USA POSTAL HISTORY

Colonial to Prexies: Maritime, Destinations, Expos,

DPOs, Railroad, Territorial, CSA,Express,
Possessions, & Military

APS AmeriStamp Expo
Atlanta, GA
February 18 - 20, 2005

STEPHEN T. TAYLOR
5 Glenbuck Road
Surbiton, Surrey

England KT6 6BS

Phone 01144-208-390-9357
Fax 01144-208-390-2235
Email: staylor995@aol.com
www.stephentaylor.co.uk

Your American dealer in Britain

o ng iy WS
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TOMORROW'’S POSTAL HISTORY IS HAPPENING
TODAY!

Strange but true, it is easier to find what U.S. post offices existed
in 1902 than to find out what U.S. post offices are operating in
2002.

The only official source, USPS’ National 5-Digit Zip Code & Post
Office Directory, leaves out literally thousands of stations and
branches, lists closed offices, and is riddled with other errors.

Finally, a complete list is here! The Post Mark Collectors Club’s
Directory of Post Offices, as noted in Linn’s Stamp News and the
American Philatelist, is as accurate as 10 years of research and 20
volunteers can make it. The postal rarities of tomorrow are listed
here, and only here.

Available in handsome notebook format for $50, or two computer
disks for $15.80. Payment (payable to PMCC) to Andrew Mitchell,
P.O. Box 5, Tariffville, CT 06081-0005. Individual state lists also
available — see order form at http://www.postmarks.org

Questions or requests for a free sample to above address or
by e-mail to: ajmitchell2@attbi.com

MKD Research & Consulting
CANADA Michael K. Dattolico

3830 Bernard Place

COVERS Columbus, Ohio 43224-2201

A
WEBSITE ey ——

Specializing in:
® manuscript editing

® research on US military
www.canadacovers.ca covers, US possessions

and general states postal
‘ history

Jim Miller Ltd.
Box 56571, Lougheed Mall Postal Outlet 614/263-6145
Burnaby, BC V3J 7E3 mmdattol@aol.com

CANADA

INCLUDING USA RELATED COVERS
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Current In-Print LaPosta Titles:
The Essential Library for the Postal Historian
Prexie Postal History Edited by Richard W. Helbock 100p, United States Post Offices — Volume 2 — The Great Plains
Card cover. $25.00 + $4.00 shipping. By Richard Helbock, 1998, 222p, SB. $27.50
Montana Territorial Postmarks By Wesley N. Shellen and United States Post Offices — Volume 3 — The Upper Mid-
Francis Dunn 128p, Card cover. $25.00 + $4.00 shipping west By Richard Helbock, 1999, 264p, SB. $27.50
A Guide to U.S. APO Cancels of the Second World War United States Post Offices — Volume 4 — The Northeast
By Jim Forte and Richard Helbock, 1996, 136p, SB. $15.00 By Richard Helbock, 2001, 288p, SB. $27.50
Combat Infantry Mail: A Catalog of Postmarks Used By United States Post Offices — Volume 5 — The Ohio Valley
WWII U.S. Infantry Divisions By Richard Helbock, 1991, 152p, By Richard Helbock, 2002, 204p, SB. $27.50
SB. $24.00 United States Post Offices — Volume 6 — The Mid Atlantic
Colorado Illustrated Covers By Kenneth Segerstrom, 1988, States By Richard Helbock, 2002, 204p, SB. $27.50
104p, SB. $12.00 Postmarks on Postcards — 2™ Revised Edition By Richard
Somewhere in Time: The Kansas Territory 1854-1861 By Helbock, 2002, 290p, SB. $27.50
William Martin, 1987, 170p, HB. $24.00 Limited Stock! U.S. Doanes — 2™ Revised Edition By Richard Helbock &
Oklahoma Post Offices By Richard Helbock, 1987, 272p, Gary Anderson, 2002, 336p, SB. $27.50
SB. $24.00 Limited stock! OTHER PUBLICATIONS OF INTEREST
Railway Post Offices of California and Nevada By Rod Appletons’ United States Postal Guide — October 1863
Crossley, 1991, 204p, SB. $32.50 2002 Reprint, 232p. HB. Forward by Richard Graham. Con-
The Catalog of New Mexico Railway Postal Markings By tains local regulations for all major cities; including ship and
Charles Towle, 1988, 80p,SB. $10.00 Limited stock! train arrivals and departures, carrier service and supplementary
Encyclopedia of R.F.D. Cancels — 2™ Revised Edition By g?;losgrvice. Much of the information is not found elsewhere.
Har;ld BIChOW’ 1995, Z72p, 5B, $3.9 5 Low Stockl The Forwarding of Mail by the U.S. Post Office Depart-
acific Northwest Doanes By Richard Helbock, 1985, 68p, . .
SB. $10.00 Limited stock! ment, 1792 — 2001. Wawruk'lewwz, 2001, 240p.+8p. color in-
" ) . sert, HB. Over 250 illustrations enhance the 21 chapters de-
Western Post Offices in 1990 Compiled by Richard Helbock, voted to the forwarding of all classes of mail. $39.95
1985, 48p, SB. $10.00 o et e e Tt e Pt et “
Western Postmaster Compensation in the 1880's Compiled . -
by Richard Helbock, 1982, 160p, SB. $14.95 Limited stock! | ORDER FORM |
Oregon Postmaster Compensation, 1851-1911 Compiled | [Quan. Title(s): Price: l
by Richard Helbock, 1982, 130p, SB. $14.95 | |
Postmasters & Post Offices of the United States, 1782- | |
1811 By Robert Stets, 1994, 294p, SB. $32.50, HB $42.50 Lim- | [
ited stock! [ [
LA POSTA POST OFFICE SERIES | [
AND OTHER RECENT TITLES | |
United States Post Offices — Volume 1 — The West By Ri- - o ;
chard Helbock, 1998, 222p, SB. $27.50 : IL Residents add 8 5% sales fax I
Shipping Additional
SHIPPING INFORMATION: Add $4.00 shipping for | TOTAL: $ |
the first book, $1.00 for each additional tit_Ie. Foreign or- | ’ [
ders ADD $10.00 per order to the preceding. | _ Chock Endlosed |
We've Moved! Please note our New Address, Phone | ___Chargeto: ____ VISA ____MasterCard |
and Fax Numbers and our New E-mail Address. | Card No. |
JAMESE. LEE e |
P.O. Box 36 ) — | Name: |
0. BOoX 5 i
Cary IL 60013-0036 visA : PR e :
(847) 462-9130 @ City
Fax: (847) 462-9140 4 | State:__ Zip Code: |
Phone: Fax: l
E-Mail: jim@jameslee.com : E-Mail :
Website: www.jameslee.com L ARG e |
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WWI Spruce Camp
Mail Wanted

I am seeking information, covers,
postcards, or photos of the Spruce
Production Division—a U.S.
Army unit that logged spruce trees
in Washington & Oregon for air-
plane construction during WW 1.

The camps were based in coastal
counties, and may be addressed “Camp 4”, or “S.T.
Camp 2/48"™ Sqd. S.P.D.” or similar.

Will buy, or would appreciate copies or jpegs.

Rod Crossley,
Box 729,
Montrose, CA 91021.
rcrossley@worldnet.att.net

Alaska Collectors Club
APS Affiliate #218

Dedicated to developing a wider interest in the study
and preservation of Alaska’s Postal History.

We are a wide-ranging group of collectors who are
interested in all aspects of the postal history of Alaska.
From the first covers under United States ownership to

the latest events, we try to cover the gamut of Alaska
postal history.

Some of our features:

< Quarterly Journal, The Alaskan Philatelist

< Auctions of Alaska material
% Fellowship with other Alaska collectors

Dues $15.00, information available from:

Eric Knapp
Secretary/Treasurer

4201 Folker Street, Unit 102
Anchorage, AK 99508 -5377

E-mail: eknapp@gci.net

ARIZONA - NEW
MEXICO

POSTAL HISTORY
SOCIETY

Seeks New Members, Who Seek New
Material, New Information and New
Friends

DUES $10 Annually

Receive “The Roadrunner” Quarterly
Newsletter

Trade Duplicates at Winter and Summer
Meetings

Contact: J. L. Meyer,
20112 West Point Dr.,
Riverside, CA 92507

or

Peter Rathwell,
4523 E. Mountain View Dr.,
Phoenix, AZ 85028

ATTENTION

PosTAL HISTORY & LITERATURE DEALERS

Trade discounts are available on

United States Post Offices, Volumes 1 - 6,
as well as other La Posta Publications.

WRITE OR CALL:
JAMES E. LEE,
P.O. Box 36,
CARry, IL 60013-0036
Voick: 847-462-9130
Fax: 847-462-9140
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The Philatelic Foundation
announces our
60" Anniversary Publication

_ The Pony Express _
First-ever ) Details of
. A Postal History
image census postal and
of all recorded historical
Pony covers operations
Complete Breakout
Pony Express of all six
trip listings rate periods
I —

Richard C. Frajola

George J. Kramer

Steven C. Walske

Hardbound Limited Edition
176 pages in full color - 8.5"x 11" format

Available at the PF booth at the ASDA MegaShow in New York City on March 3-6, 2005.

There will be a book signing by the authors at the PF booth 11am—1pm on Friday, March 4th.

At the show: $45 + tax; After the show, by mail from our offices: $45 + $5 shipping

The Philatelic Foundation
70 West 40th Street, 15th Floor

New York, NY 10018

(212)221-6555

Experience * Excellence * Tradition
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PROFESSIONAL POSTMARK
TRACING & MAPS

I will execute to your exact specifications accurate
tracings of plain or
fancy postmarks,
cancels and maps.
My work has
appeared in La
Posta in both the
Washington
Territorial postmark series by Richard A. Long and the
19th Century Colorado postmark series by Richard
Frajola.

If you’ve been thinking of a postmark catalog
project, or any research which requires well-executed
postmarks or maps for illustrations, but do not have
the time required to accomplish the tracings, drop me
a line or give me a call with the particulars, and I will
give you a quote.

Jane Dallison
P. O. Box 296, Langlois, OR 97450
(541) 348-2813

La Posta Backnumbers

Backnumbers of La Posta may be purchased
from Sherry Straley, 2214 Arden Way #199,
Sacramento, CA 95825. An index of all
backnumbers through Volume 28 has been com-
pleted by Daniel Y. Meschter and is available on
the La Posta website at www.la-posta.com.

To order backnumbers call Sherry at 916-359-
1898, fax 916-359-1963 or send her an E-mail at
collectibles@4agent.org.

We're paying
Immediate Cash

for your POSTAL HISTORY,

interesting letters &
correspondences
ephemera and
more! Read on:

WANTED! General
U.S. & foreign postal
history at least 50
years old—including
manuscripts, paper
Americana and cover
collections and accumulations. Free
appraisals, quick decision, and we
pay you immediately! We also pay all | ALSO: We're now
postage costs. Large accumulations buying early U.S.

: TRAVEL
1 . Please: h
welcome. Please: no p otocopies, BROCHURES!
lists or stamps.

www.fredschmitt.com

Member: Manuscript Society, ASDA, APS,
PTS (London), CSDA (Canada)

we'll Since wsasChmitt
ALWAYS Investors Ltd.

Fred Schmitt ~
Professional |-
Philatelist

Pay you  [,¢ernational Postal History Specialists Since 1953
full market P.O. Box 387-LaP « Northport NY 11768
value. Phone: (631) 261-6600 (24 hours)

Fax: (631) 261-7744 « E-Mail: fred@fredschmitt.com

WANTED: CALIFORNIA

Postal History by County Pre-1920
California Counties:

Alpine, Inyo, Mono, San Bernardino
Orange & San Diego

Please write or call:
Bob Nichols
1423 N. 1st Ave.
Upland, CA 91786
(909) 982-9697
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Only 5 cents per word delivers your message to the
largest and best informed group of postal historians in
America
Word Count 1 issue 3 issues 6 issues
1-25 $1.25 $3.12 $5.94
26-30 $1.50 $3.75 $7.14
31-35 $1.75 $4.35 $8.28
36-40 $2.00 $4.98 $9.48
41-45 $2.25 $5.61 $10.68
46-50 $2.50 $6.24 $11.88
51-55 $2.75 $6.84 $13.02
56-60 $3.00 $7.47 $14.22
61-65 $3.25 $8.10 $15.42
66-70 $3.50 $8.73 $16.62
71-75 $3.75 $9.33 $17.76
76-80 $4.00 $9.96 $18.96
81-85 $4.25 $10.59 $20.16
86-90 $4.50 $11.22 $21.36
91-95 $4.75 $11.82 $22.50
96-100 $5.00 $12.45 $23.70

CARDS & COVERS: FOR
SALE

POSTAL HISTORY featured in our mail bid
sales. Free catalogs. Juno Stamps, 2180
Hartford Ave., St. Paul, MN 55116-1010.
junostamps@aol.com [36-4]

DO YOU COLLECT State Postal History,
Doane Cancels, or cancels of any kind? Now
with 36 states on line plus Dakota Territory
and more coming. Over 8400 covers online
with over 1400 of them pictured. Gary Ander-
son, P.O. Box 600039, St. Paul, MN 55106.
[36-5]

DPO’s, RPO'’s, ships, Doanes, Expos, ma-
chines, military, advertising, auxiliaries, and
more! My Mail Bid Sales offer thousands of
postal history lots. Write/ call for sample cata-
log. Jim Mehrer, 2405-30th Street, Rock Is-
land, IL 61201. Phone: (309) 786-6539.
Email: mehrer@postal-history.com. Internet
website:http://www.postal-history.com.[36-2]

TOWNS:WANTED

ALL STATES and categories wanted! Better
consignment material always needed for my
bi-monthly Mail Bid Sales. Write/ call for con-
signment details. Jim Mehrer, 2405-30th
Street, Rock Island, IL 61201. Phone: (309)
786-6539. Email: mehrer@postal-
history.com. Internet web site: http://
www.postal-history.com. [36-3]

TOWNS: WANTED

CALIFORNIA: MENDOCINO County to 1900:
Albion, Casper, Cleone, Cuffy’s Cove, EIk,
Fish Rock, Fort Bragg, Gualala, Inglnook,
Kibesillah, Little River, Mendocino, Miller,
Navaro, Navaro Ridge, Noyo, Noyo River,
Point Arena, Punta Arenas, Rock Port, Usal,
Westport and Whitesboro. Send photocopies
or priced on approval. Don East (APS, WCS)
P.O. Box 301, Little River, CA 95456 [36-2]

CALIFORNIA - KERN & IMPERIAL County
covers and cards. Especially interested in
Bakersfield corner cards. Send description
or photocopies and prices to John Williams,
887 Litchfield Ave., Sebastopol, CA 95472
[36-6]

CALIFORNIA: LOS ANGELES County to
1900 and City of Los Angeles forerunners.
Scans, photocopies or approvals. Michael
Zolno, 2855 West Pratt, Chicago IL

60645, mzolno@aol.com [36-2]

COLORADO: LAKE CITY covers from Abbott
correspondence and GEORGETOWN
Barton House Corner Card and advertising
covers. Other small Colorado towns also
wanted. Steve Morehead, PO Box 1350,
Green Valley, AZ 85622. Email:

steveasc@ix.netcom.com [36-2]

77
TOWNS: WANTED

ILLINOIS, SNOWFLAKE (Franklin County)
(1886-1907) wanted, manuscripts or post-
marks. Send photocopies & prices to: Ken-
neth Bieda, PO Box 72248, Roselle, IL
60172-0248 [36-5]

WASHINGTON, DC COVERS wanted. Non-
machine 1900-1915. No 3rd class. Carl Stieg,
260 Merrydale Rd., Apt 15, San Rafael, CA
94903. carl_phil@webtv.net [36-6]

IDAHO PANHANDLE: Benewah, Bonner,
Boundary, Clearwater, Idaho, Kootenai, La-
tah, Lewis, Nez Perce, and Shoshone Coun-
ties. Interested in all postmarks and other
postal history items. Send photocopies or
priced on approval. Write or e-mail for post
office lists. | will pay all copying or mailing
costs. Peter Larson, 5301 Robinson Park
Rd., Moscow, ID 83843, Tel 208-883-8297,

e-mail plarson@wsu.edu. [36-2]

ILLINOIS: MEACHAM (DuPage County)
(1874-1924); SNOWFLAKE (Franklin
County) (1886-1907). Wanted: manuscripts
or postmarks. Send photocopies & prices to:
Kenneth A. Bieda, P.O. Box 72248, Roselle,
IL 60172-0246 [36-5]

MISSOURI CARDS and covers in these
counties: St. Francois, Ste. Genevieve,
Washington, Jefferson, Iron, Madison and
Perry — territorial to 1945. Description and/
or copies with price first letter. Especially
desire Ste. Genevieve Internment Branch
covers and PPC of the Camp as well as pa-
per ephemera of above counties. Bob
Schmidt, 5984 Highway Y, French Village,
MO 63036 [36-3]

NEBRASKA TERRITORIAL covers (before
Mar 1, 1867) wanted for my personal collec-
tion. Write or send copies. Ken Stach, 15 N.
Morning Cloud Circle, The Woodlands, TX
77381 [36-5]

NOTE:

EXPIRATION DATE SHOWN
AT END OF EACHAD, i.e.,
[36-1], MEANS AD WILL
EXPIRE WITH THIS ISSUE.

AD DEADLINE FOR NEXT
ISSUE:

March 20, 2005

E-MAIL US IF YOU
INTEND TO RENEW
YOURAD & TIME IS

SHORT FOR RENEWAL
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TOWNS: WANTED

URGENTLY NEEDED! Philadelphia, PA. ad-
vertising covers with illustrations of buildings.
Also Phila. cameos, classics, all-overs. Postal
history of Philadelphia in the Civil War, any-
thing paper from the Centennial of 1876 or
Phila. National Export Exposition of 1899.
Autographs of former Mayors of Philadelphia.
All replies answered. Member APS. Gus
Spector, 750 South Main Street, Suite 203,
Phoenixville, PA 19460. GSpec56@aol.com
[36-4]

NORTH DAKOTA: all postal history wanted
from territorial to modern. Send photocopies
or on approval. Gary Anderson, P.O. Box
600039, St. Paul, MN 55106 [36-6]

OHIO-ATHENS County. Postmarks on cards,
letters, or other post office identification for
the following Athens County post offices:
Allans Store; Bessemer; Big Hocking;
Brettland; Denmans Salt Works; Derthick;
Doanville; Englishtown; Federal; Fisher;
Grosvenor; Hamlet Run; Hartleyville;
Hawkeye; Hocking City; Horton; Hull; Jack-
sonville; Judson; Kimberley; Kings; Lewis Hill;
Lick Ridge; Linscotts; Lowry; Luhrig; Lyda;
Lysander; Marchmount; Medill; New
Burlington; New Marshfield; Oakdale;
Poston; Rawndale; Selby (mail to Joy);
Sharps Fork; The Plains; Torch; Welch. Also,
from OHIO-Vinton County; for Moonville and
Rue. Send information to: Gary Schwindler,
4 Cook Drive, Athens OH 45701-2101. Phone
(1-740-594-9005). [36-2]

SOUTH DAKOTA Territorial and Statehood
covers wanted for my personal collection.
Write or send copies. Ken Stach, 15 N. Morn-
ing Cloud Circle, The Woodland, TX 77381
[36-6]

SUB-STATION POSTAL
MARKINGS: WANTED

SUB-STATION postal markings from any US
city wanted. Especially interested in legible
duplex and MOB markings. Send photo-
copies with firm price to Dennis Pack, 1915
Gilmore Ave., Winona, MN 55987 [36-6]

RFD CANCELS: WANTED

COLORADO RFD postal markings wanted.
Especially interested in “Richow” Type 1 and
Type 2 examples. Send scans or photocopies
with prices to: Roger Rydberg, 354 So. Nile
St., Aurora, CO 80012. E-mail:
rydbergb@comcast.net [36-3]

Whole Number 211

MILITARY: WANTED

ALASKA & WESTERN CANADA APOs, in-
teresting Pan American (Scott 294-299) is-
sues on cover and Pittsburgh/Allegheny
County covers from 1851-1861. Send
Xeroxes or scans and pricing to Bob McKain,
2337 Giant Oaks Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15241

(57-vette@adelphia.net) [36-2]

U.S. CIVIL WAR through Korean War P.O.W.
and WWII Japanese-American U.S. Intern-
ment Camp postal history wanted. Send pho-
tocopy / scan and price to Ed Close, 12 Sweet
Briar Rd., Coatesville, PA 19320. Email:
hombresello@ca.com. [36-2]

DOANE CANCELS:
WANTED

Buy, sell and trade Doane Cancels of all
states. Send photocopies or on approval.
Gary Anderson, P.O. Box 600039, St. Paul,
MN 55106 [36-5]

US STAMPS ON COVER:
WANTED

STARTING TO COLLECT Hawaii 80 cent
(C46). Need commercial covers and informa-
tion. jonpac@aol.com [36-2]

LITERATURE: FOR SALE

THE AWARD-WINNING 240-page book of
Wisconsin postal history - Going For the Mail,
A History of Door County Post Offices -- is
now at a special price: $13.00 postpaid from
the author. Jim Hale, 5401 Raymond Road,
Madison, WI 53711. [36-6]

United States Post Offices on CD-ROM. The
most complete lists currently available*. Con-
tains: Combined alphabetical list of active
and discontinued Offices from all states (in-
cluding years of operation and counties); 50
individual state lists, plus DC and Indian Ter-
ritory; combined list of all Counties; and state-
hood, territorial and Confederate secession
dates. The ultimate reference for identifying
manuscript postmarks, postcards, letters, etc.
(*NOTE: Alabama and Georgia have not
been fully researched, but this CD includes
thousands of offices previously unpublished
from those states.) PC or MAC. $99.00 post-
paid, worldwide. (lllinois residents: $105.93.)
Jim Mehrer, 2405- 30th Street, Rock Island,
IL 61201.[36-2]

www.pacificpioneers.com - Check out this
700 page Book on Pan Am’s flight covers in

the Pacific - 1935 to 1946. | sell, trade or ex-
change information on new cover finds. Also
want to purchase similar material. Jon E.
Krupnick, 700 Southeast 3rd Ave., Ft. Lau-
derdale, FL 33316 [36-5]

LITERATURE: FOR SALE

Interested in Advertising covers? A large
collection of organ and piano covers and
ephemera related to Washington, New Jer-
sey, featured in the New Jersey Postal His-
tory Society’s journal NJPH in 2003 & 2004,
and earlier in the APS journal [Dec 1996],
now available on CD in PDF format. In-
cluded are 3 articles, and over 200 images
of the original album pages, including cov-
ers and other ephemera 1880-1910.
Easy navigation of this amazing collection.
Offered by the New Jersey Postal History
Society for $20 postpaid to US addresses,
$22 abroad. Contact: JWalton, 125
Turtleback Rd, Califon, NJ 07830 or email
NJPostalHistory@aol.com. [36-2]

WANTED: MISCELANY

RODEO/"WILD WEST” illustrated advertis-
ing covers; early law enforcement corner
cards; Newfoundland/Western Canada
Postmarks/viewcards. Priced photocopies:
Mario, Box 342, Saskatoon, SASK., S7K
3L3, CANADA [36-4]

9¢ ALAMO US #1043: plate varities; com-
mercial covers (interesting destinations and
postal markings); unusual FDCs especially
postmarked other than San Antonio; Alamo
memorabilia. Jane Fohn, 10325 Little Sugar
Creek, Converse, TX 78109-24009;
janekfohn@sbcglobal.net [36-3]

BUYING?SELLING -- US mint and used
postal cards, reply cards, covers and ma-
chine cancels. Dick Borkowski, P.O. Box
118, Edgemont, PA 19028. [36-2]

FOREIGN: WANTED

COMMERCIALAIR air covers, 1945 or ear-
lier, any intercontinental mail, i.e, Europe to
Asia, North America to Africa, Australia to
Europe, etc. Send scans or photocopies for
my offer, or on approval to Richard Helb-
ock, PO Box 100, Chatsworth Island, NSW

2469, Australia or helbock@la-posta.com

PORTUGUESE AFRICA provisional air-
mails (Companhia de Mogambique/
Mogambique/Angola/Guiné; (1932-1937) *
Angola emergency airmails (1945); on cover
or mint/used; for an exhibit. Send copy/scan/
price to: aerophil59@yahoo.com: John
Bloor, 8727 E. Kettle PI., Englewood, CO
80112-2710; Voice mail (720)-529-5942;
Voice/fax (303) 771-7554 [36-5]
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AV La Posta Publications

33470 Chinook Plaza, #216,
Scappoose OR 97056
email: helbock@la-posta.com

We hope that you have enjoyed our journal and I wish to cordially invite you to become a subscriber.

LA POSTA is published six times a year and provides over 450 pages of research, news and information regard-
ing all aspects of American postal history. With a subscription price of just $25 per year, most of our readers
consider us to be the best bargain in postal history today.

In addition to the journal, La Posta conducts regular mail auctions of postal history material submitted by our
subscribers. These Subscribers’ Auctions typically feature over 600 lots per sale and are mailed as separate
booklets. They have proven extremely popular as a way for collectors to acquire moderately priced cards and
covers and to dispose of their duplicate or unwanted material.

I hope you will find La Posta worthy of your support. If so, please take a moment to fill out the form below and
send us a check in the amount of $25, or pay via credit card at www.la-posta.com/journal. htm to begin your
subscription with our next issue.

incerely yours,
Richard W. Helbock,
Publisher

La Posta Publications
33470 Chinook Plaza, #216
Scappoose, OR 97056

Hello Richard:

Yes, I'll give La Posta a try. You may begin my subscription with the Volume 36, Number 2 (April-May 05)
issue. Enclosed is my check in the amount of $25.00.*

Name:

Address:

City, State, ZIP:

*or pay via credit card through Pay Pal at www.la-posta.com/journal.htm
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ADVERTISING IN LA POSTA

DISPLAY ADS are available on a contract basis as shown below. Ad contents may be changed from issue-to-issue, provided

changes are received by the posted deadlines.
INSIDE PAGES

Ad Size One Issue
1/8-page $13.00
1/4-page $30.00
1/2-page $55.00
1-page $100.00
BACK COVER*(1/2 PAGE, COLOR)
Back Cover % page One Issues $250.00
Two issues $475.00
Four issus $800.00
Six issues $1,250.00
INSIDE COVER*(FULL-PAGE, BLACK & WHITE)
One Issue $175.00
Two issues $275.00
Four issus $580.00
Six issues $800.00

Three Issues

$29.90
$69.00
$126.50
$230.00

Six Issues
$54.60
$126.00
$231.00
$420.00

*We normally ask that back cover and inside cover ads be taken out for a minimum of two issues due to our advance printing

schedule for covers.

All charges include Type setting & Layout
AD DEADLINES FOR INSIDE PAGES are as follows: Dec/Jan issue - Nov 15; Feb/Mar issue - Jan 15; Apr/May issue - Mar
15; Jun/Jul issue - May 15; Aug/Sep issue - July 15; Oct/Nov issue - Sep 15.

AD DEADLINES FOR BACK COVER COLOR AD & INSIDE COVER ADS are:
Dec/Jan & Feb/Mar issue — Nov 15; Ap/May & Jun/July issue — Mar 15; Aug/Sep & Oct/Nov issue — July 15.

E-mail your ad to Cath Clark at: laposta_cclark@hotmail.com
or send to: La Posta, PO Box 100, Chatsworth Island, NSW 2469 AUSTRALIA
Phone Between 3:00 pm & 10:00 pm PST (011) (61) (2) (6645-1829)

MAIL AUCTIONS
RANDY STEHLE - 62

DISPLAY ADS

ALASKA COLLECTORS CLUB - 74
ARIZONA-NEW MEXICO P. H. S. - 74
STEVEN BERLIN - 69

COLORADO P. HIST. SOCIETY - 71
ROD CROSSLEY - 74

JANE DALLISON - 76

MICHAEL DATTOLICO - 72

JIM FORTE - 71

FREEMAN'S - 35

LA POSTA BACKNUMBERS - 76

LA POSTA SUBSCRIPTION FORM - 79

DISPLAY ADS

JAMES E. LEE -73 & 74

MID-CITIES TEXAS STAMP CLUB - 71
JIM MILLER - 72

NEW JERSEY POSTAL HISTORY
SOCIETY - 71

BOB NICHOLS - 76

NUTMEG STAMP SALES - Back cover
THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION - 75
POSTMARK COLLECTORS CLUB - 72
TIMOTHY R. PUSECKER - 69
SCHMITT INVESTORS LTD. - 76
STEPHEN T. TAYLOR - 71

DON TOCHER - 69

UNIVERSAL SHIP CANCELLATION
SOCIETY - 31
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