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Cath & I extend our warmest wishes to one and all for a joyous holiday season. May
2005 bring each of you the rich rewards gained from pursuing an avocation that
challenges your mind and expands your imagination.

This issue of La Posta concludes our 35% volume:
not much time in the broader historical context, but
still a significant chunk in the span of a human life.
We believe that the efforts of our authors and edi-
tors-—with more than a little help from our printers at
Marrakech Express in Tarpon Springs, Florida—have
carried us to a new level of excellence in 2004. This
has been our first full volume published with beauti-
ful color covers, and we look forward to many better
years to come.

Francis Dunn, co-author of Montana Territorial Post-
marks with the late Wes Shellen, writes to remind all
that he is still prepared to carry on recording data on
new discoveries and date extensions with the aim of
publishing updates whenever sufficient new informa-
tion justifies it. Readers who are aware of informa-
tion concerning new Montana territorial postmark
dates and types may contact Francis via e-mail at
francis@dunn386.fsnet.co.uk. Alternatively, you may
send your updates to La Posta at our Scappoose ad-
dress and we will forward it on to Francis.

Gerry Tenney (gtenney@earthlink.net) sends along a
question regarding a postmark from Washington Ter-
ritory that appears to be missing from various listings
published by yours truly. As a rule, I am able to an-
swer such questions by confessing my error and
throwing myself on the mercy of the discoverer, but
not this time. To make matters worse (depending on
your point of view), Gerry forwarded an illustration
of the postmark—a very well struck octagon that
clearly reads “OLALEO/WASH. T.” The date stamp
is accompanied by a fancy US monogram in circle
cancel.

Allright, my Washington postal history friends, what
is this thing? Is it a previously unlisted post office, an
error in spelling the post office name, a fake? ['ve
exhausted the usual references such as the 1888 Postal
Guide, but can find absolutely no reference to an of-
fice of this name. The closest we come is “OLALLA,
Kitsap County”. Anyone got any ideas?
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POSTAL HISTORIANS
ON LINE

The following individuals have expressed an
interest in corresponding with other collectors via e-
mail. Names are followed by specific interest (where
known) and complete e-mail address. If you would
like to join this list in future issues of La Posta, send
us a note via e-mail at helbock@la-posta.com

Paul G. Abajian [Vermont postal history]
PGA@vbimail.champlain.edu
Joe Adamski [SD, CT]— joe_adamski@hotmail.com
Jim Alexander [Texas Postal History] — jralexander3@aol.com
American Philatelic Research Library — aprl@stamps.org
Gary Anderson [US Doanes & ND postal history]
— garyndak(@ix.netcom.com
Kirk Andrews — kirk j.andrews@intel.com
A.A. Armstrong, Jr. [Western Nebraska & S.D. Butcher
& son PPCs] — draa@hotmail.com
Regi Ausmus (21" C modem postal history]
— rockinregi2004@yahoo.com
Fred Austin [airmail first flights] —- skyman@npgcable.com
Ted Bahry [Wake & Midway [sl, Benzie Cty, MI]
— semperted@aol.com
Debby Baker [lowa, Alabama, AK] — ykngld33Waol.com
Mark Baker Enterprises [Dealer CA & NV postal history, Photos,
postcards, ephemera] — mbcovers@directcon.net
Bob Baldridge — [Wisconsin p.h.] bobbaldridge@earthlink.net
Alan Banks [Missouri] — abanks7@aol.com
Mike Baranoski [MI & Phillippines] — debbar(@provide.net
Richard Bard, Jr. — dbard@plix.com
William H, Bauer [CO; NY: Otsego Co] — whbephs@mkl.com
Beall, Robert — rbeallstmp@aol.com
John E. Beane, MD {West Virginia postal history]
JBEANE@prodigy.net
Rebert Beasecker [MI p. history, RPOs] — beaseckr@gvsu.edus
John Bierne [Navals, RPO, AK] — john_beirne@hotmail.com
William R. Beith [Eastern Oregon] — wrbeith@comcast.net
Kevin Belmont [SW Arkansas, West Pointers on stamps]
— kevin.belmont@west-point.org
Bary D. Bender [Dealer p.c.’s & p.h,; + collects WA: Columbia Co]
— ngatecel{@icomeast.net
Larry Berg — lberg(@charter.net
Wolf Berry [Dealer: buys/sells US covers, collectible paper. Collects
tied seals] -— thepaperwolf@infoblvd.net
Henry J. Berthelot [train, ship wreck mail & US postal card
p.h.] - hankberthelot@yahoo.com
Henry Betz [Franklin Co., PA & Cumberland Valley RR]
hbetz@epix.net
Jim Blandford [Mich. Doanes & RPOs, booklet stamp usage on cover,
pre-1880 Detroit postal markings] — jblandf526@aol.com
Tim Boardman [Washington PH, photos, books & maps]
— simcoe@dsl-only.net
Joe Bock [US Airmail 1935-1950 & Arizona town cancels; U.S.
WWI1] — jandrhobbies(@commspeed.net
John Bloor [Worldwide early airmail; semi-official airmail; provisional
airmails of Portuguese Africa] — bloorj@concentric.net
Eppe Bosch [Eastern WA: Stevens, PendOReille, Whitman Co.s,
Central Wisc: Portage, Waupaca, Wood Co.s]
— bonep(@gwest.net
Bruce Branson [CA counties: Inyo, Morro, Alpine, Mariposa, Siskiyou)
— hjbranson@lonepinetv.com
Caj Brejtfus [1851-61 3¢ & Machine cancels]
- brejtfus@earthlink.com
Carolyn S. Bridge [military, esp. Civil War]
— thecotttonwoeds(@copper.net
Deane Briggs, MD [Florida Postal History] — drb{@gte.net

Roger 8. Brody [US, series 1902, Bermuda, Revenues]
— rsbeof@optoniine.net
Brown, Edward — nedbrown@ameritech.net
Kenneth Burden [Washington & CA; western RPOs]
— burden@localaccess.com
Maurice Bursey [#215 covers, Confederate N Carolina & Union
occupation of E. NC covers. — mauricebursey@aol.com
Raymeond Buse [Cincinnati & Clermont Co., OH p.h.]
— stamppat@aol.com
James W. Busse [San Diego Co.p.h.] — Jimb19397@aol.com
Cali, John — rocket@dremscape.com
Ardy Callender [U.S. banknote issues}—callenderardy@sbcglobal.net
Car] Cammarata [AK, IN, RPO, Civil War, Special Delivery]
— carlcammarata@earthlink.net
Gary Carlson [machine cancels] — gearlson@columbus.rr.com
George Carnahan — mishaboy@bellsouih.net
Dave Carney [Wisconsin postal history] — dcarney | @new.rr.com
Case, Victor [OR,WA] — vjc@uci.net
Glenda & John Cheramy [Dealers; Canada] — gcheramy(@shaw.ca
Larry Cherns [covers & PCs pre 1953 & post-1953 wars with original
non-commercial contents in English]
— katchke@hotmail.com
Robert Chisholm — [Dealer: postal history] — chizz5@acl.com
Bob Chow [Colorado] — bob.chow(@tmr.com
G.A. Clapp [correspondence, US postal history] — g.clapp@cox.net
Douglas Clark [Railway Mail] —dnc@alpha.math.uga edu
Nancy B. Clark [Maine postal history]—nbc@cape.com
Tom Clarke [Philadelphia] -— ocl-tom@ix.netcom.com
Walter 8. Clarke [Interesting on-cover cancellations on Scott # 10 &
11] — worldata@mindspring.com
Lawrence E. Clay [Scouting, Broken Bow, NE]
— lelay3731@charter.net
Ed Close [U.S. POW (Civil War-Korean) & WWII Japan-Am
Internment mail] — hornbresello@comcast.net
Louis Cohen [Kentucky postal history] — cohenstamps32@aol.com
Giles Cokelet [Moentana postal history]
— giles_c@coe.montana.edu
William G. Coleman, Jr. [Mississippi postal history: DPO emphasis]
— jearnest@netdoor.com
Collyer, David C, [General US, Texas, USS Texas]
— cozumel_90(@hotmail.com
Rabert W. Collins [Korean War & “Collins” postmarks]
— ghiorwe@aol.com
Joe H. Crosby [Oklahoma & Indian Territory; U.S. Despatch
Agents Markings, Private Posts] — joecrosby@cox.net
W.H. “Tom” Crosby — tcrosby@wans.net
E. Rod Crossley [US military, Spruce Production Division, CA: Ventura
Co] —- rerossley@worldnet.att.net
Russell Crow [Virginia PH, also pre-1900 school cover]
~—comwall2@adelphia.net
Frank Crown [Georgia p.h.] — fcrown(@earthlink.net
Tony L. Crumbley [Dealer; NC & Confederate postal history]
— terumbley2{@aol.com
Roger D. Curran [US 19" C cancels] — rdenre@evenlink.com
Richard Curtin [CA covers & CA express] — curtinr@sreglobal.net
Matt Dakin [Mississippi Postal History]
— patdakin(@mindspring.com
Mike Dattolico [La Posta Associate Editor]
MMDATTOL@aol.com
Bob Delaney — bdelaney(@uclink4.berkeley.edu
Joseph M. Del Grosso — jmdelgrosso@aol.com
James L. Diamond [Spanish American war] — jdia407@aol.com
Thomas S. Donnelly [history on postals] — tdenn@adelphia.net
James P. Doolin [ 19" century postal history of all “Columbus™ named
towns — jamesdoolin@@worldnet.att.net
George B, Dresser [Texas postal history]— g-dressel@cox-internet.com
Lee Drickamer — lee.drickamer@nau.edu
John L. DuBois — jld@thlogic.com
Joseph E. DuBois [AK, CO, MT & eastern OH]
—-- hobbyduby@aol.com
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Francis Dunn [19* Century Montana]
— francis@dunn386.fsnet.co.uk
Geoffrey Dutton [2d Bureau postal history] — geoff@neddog.com.
Website: http://neddog.com/stamps
Don East [fancy cancels on officials & CA: Mendocino & Humbolt Co]
— doneast@mca.org
Leonard M. Eddy [Oklahoma & Arkansas p.h.]
— Imeddy@arkansas.net
David Eeles [p.h. of the 1954 Liberty series, experimental
mechanization] — eeles.1@osu.edu
Tom Edison [Non-European postal history] — tomedisonppcs@cs.com
Ralph Edson [New England 20" C - every cancel from every P.O.
(1900-2000 EKU & LKU) — edsonrj@aol.com
L. Steve Edmondson [Tennessee] — tenac@hctc.com
Craig Eggleston [Philippines, US Possessions] — cae@airmail.net
James F. Elin [Arizona post. hist] — tucscon1934(@aol.com
Mike Ellingson [North Dakota Territory; machines]
— mikeellingson@comeast.net
Empire State Postal History Society — http:/www.esphs.org
Darrell Ertzberger [NC, VA, railread, RFD] — mtetoni@aol.com
Paul Eslinger [MT, Dakota Territory] — elkaholic@natisp.com
Glenn Estus [New York] — gestus@westelcom.com
Alyce and Don Evans [WVa and Los Angeles, CA]
— DEvansUSAF@aol.com
James W. Faber [WY, NW OH, Hancock Co, ME, No. WI]
— faber@bluemarble.net
John Farkas [US Possessions] — jonfark@gcs.com
Wayne Farley [West Virginia P. H.] — CWFARLEY@aol.com
Richard Farquhar — [seapost, RPO, RFD] FARQRICH{@aol.com
Norm Ferguson [Navy covers —-NS Savannah]
— normjanstjoe@prodigy.net
Walter Findlay — waltjul@aol.com
Ronald W, Finger [US Navy CV's, WWI & WWII APCs & Feldpost]
— roncvad3@acl.com
Louis Fiset [WWII civilian internment ph]
— fiset@u.washington.edu
Ed Fisher [MI; 4% Bureau: Y4c-Hale, 1 Yc Harding, Y2c postage due]
— efisherco@earthlink.net
Ken Flagg [Used postal stationery: US, CZ, PI; WWII APOs, Postwar
APQs] —ken0737@cwo.com
Jane King Fohn [TX WWTI air branches: Medina Co, TX; US#1043
(9c Alamo)] — jkfohn@sbecglobal.net
Jim Forte [Dealer] — jimforte@postalhistory.com
& Website http://postalhistory.com
Naney Foutz [Dealer/collector — postcards, adv postal cards, p.history]
- dexterpe{@bestweb.net
Myron Fox [WWE'WW! U.S. German censor, German occupation]
— MyronFox1@acl.com
Gene Fricks [Literature, TN & NJ PH] — genefricks(@comcast.net
Bob & Kathy Friedman [Dealer-worldwide p.h. & munt stationery]
— covercnr{@eaze.net
Don Garrett [Mississippi] - Donompix(@aol.com
Craig Garrison [WWI domestic bases; Doanes] — crg@toad.net
Douglas Gary [Dealer] — doug_gary(@hotmail.com
Bob Gaudian [Connecticut Postal History)
— rgstamper @aol.com
John Germann [ Texas postal history & ship covers]
— jghist@houston.rr.com
Glen A, Gerner — gbgerner@fuse.net
James Gerson — sjgerson@acl.com
Ray Getsug [Minnesota postal history, literature]
—rayg669563@aol.com
Glenn Ghalston — mgholston@osbar.org
Atholl S. Glass [Stamp affixers & control perfins]
— atholiglass@hotmail.com
Don Glickstein [postal cards used in Alaska]
— dglicks1@earthlink.net
Justin Gordon [comm postal history, PNC’s on cover]
— justyod@aol.com
Max Gors [Dakota Territory & Tripp Co.] — maxagors@aol.com

John Grabowski [Prexies, famous Americans, 1941 Defense, 1902
Regular issues]) — minnjohn@alum.mit.edu
Ken Grant [kgram@uwec.edu] — kgrant@uwe.edu
Ted Gruber [Nevada] — TedGruber@aol.com
E. J. Guerrant [Unusual US Stamp Usages)
— ejguerrant(@prodigy.net
Alex Gunde] {Mail to Foreign Destinations]
— Alexander.Gundel@dlr.de
Michael Gutman [Mass ph & 19th cent,. Precancels)
— mikeg94(@comcast.net.
*Arthur Hadley [Indiana, flag cancels] — ahadley i @comcast.net
Raymond Hadley [Wessons, Leavitts, postal cards}
— ray-suzann(@gci.net
John Hale — jwh60@chartertn.net
Hall-Patton, Mark [CA: Orange Co; Bridges-related post offies,
Nevada aviation] — hallpatt@unlv.nevada.edu
Larry Haller [Handstamped Flags] — LJHaller(@.aol.com
Ken Hamlin [Montana postal history, photographs & ephemera]
— knphamlin@sofast.net
Scott Hansen [Aden censored mail, US Navy WWII, US Military
stations in the Philippines] — scott.hansen@teradyne.com
John T. Hardy, Jr. [US postal cards & general; Philippines]
— john_hardy@msn.com
Richard A. Hargarten [signed airmail & air race covers 1910-1940]
rahargarten(@yahoo.com
Ron Harmon [Florida PH] — mrhrm@hotmail.com
Labron Harris [Dealer, postal history] — labronharr@aol.com
Wayne Hassell [Dealer; collects US Marines, Wisconsin & Michigan]
— junostamps@aol.com
Thomas Hayes [South Dakota & pre-territorial Wyoming]
— dakter@@nve.net
Karl Hellmann [US covers, Doanes, postcards.]— karlsjunk@aol.com
Steve Henderson [military postal history] — vshenderson@aol.com
Gary Hendren [Missouri PH] — g2hsim{@msn.com
Henry Higgins [Florida; TN] — henry@xtn.net
Jack Hilbing [Illinois postal hisory; U.S. stampless]
— jack@hilbing.net
Terence Hines [Hanover, NH & #E12-21 on cover]
— terencehines(@aol.com
Gerald Hof [NY, MD, VA postal history; PanAm commemorative
covers, Scott US 295-300 — alfredson2(@msn.com
Tim Holmes [machine cancels] — timholmes(@cs.com
Victor Horadam — horadam ] @airmail.net
John Hotchner [20" ¢ auxiliary markings; Xmas seals tied; Special
delivery; wreck & crash mail; some FDCs)
— IMHStamp(@ix.netcom.com
B. Clyde Hutchinson [US 1861 issue; CA postal history]
——behi@llclip.com
Stan Jameson [dealer] — empire65@tampabay.rr.com
Stefan T. Jaronski [postal history of Ithaca NY; northeastern Montana;
Confed. States military mail] — bug@midrivers.com
Cary E. Johnson [Michigan p.h.; Railway, Waterway
& Streetcars] — cejohn@umich.edu
Gerald Johnson [3c¢ 1851] — gdj@ix.netcom.com
William H. Johnson [stampless covers from Florida]
- whjdds@aol.com
Charles A. Jones [CO & Prexy postal history)
— cgjones3614(@bresnan.net
Robert D. Jones [Nebraska postal history, esp. DPOs]|
— robwanjones(@charter.net
Barton D. Kamp [Massachusetts postal history]
— bartdk(@mindspring.com
Gordon Katz [Maryland & DE postal history, postal history on
postcards] — g.e.katz@att.net
Robert Keatts [Walla Walla Co., WA p.h.}
— lkeatts@innw.net
Peter Keves — [VT 19" C illustrated covers] — pbk@sever.net
Curtis R. Kimes [US naval postal history] — pmarche(@jps.net
John L. Kimbrough [Confederate states] - jlkesai@aol.com
Kelvin Kindahl [New England p.h.; postmarks]
— kanda_javanet(@rcn.com
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Lon King — lon@lonking.net
Bob Kittredge [US Airmail postal stationary, UC| & UC16]
— caljenkitt@aol.com
Klein, Lucien [Prexics, OR: Marion & Grant Co] — lusal@msn.com
James E. Kloetzel [Scott Publishing Co] — jkloetzel@scottonline.com
Kenneth Kloss [OH: Ashland Co; “billboard™ advertising covers]
— monion@dweblv.net
Eric Knapp [Alaska postal history] — eknapp(@gci.net
Vincent L. Knauss 111 [Key West ph & US Fancy Cancels]
— knausv(@springficldstampelub.org
Daniel M. Knowles [NY: Suffolk Co, Long Island; 3¢ 1861-auxiliary
markings] — dknowles@med.comnell.edu
Kent Kobersteen [US Scott Cll, unusual commercial usages, unusual
oft-cover stamps] — kobersteeni@acl.com
William Kolodrubetz [classic US post office seals]
— wkolo(@prodigy.net
Konigsberg, Paul [Museum of Postal History, NYC]
— pkonigsbgemail.usps.gov
Van Koppersmith [Alabama & Mississippi p.h.]
— cleaved@aol.com
Jim Kotanchik [Franklin Co., MA & PO Seals}
— jimko@speakeasy.net
George Kramer [West; western Europe, telegraph]
—gjkk@optonline.net
Ken Kreager [CO postal history; series 1851-1857 3¢ + 1¢ +10c,
World’s Columbian covers, Pan Am Centennial, German
states] — stampman(gbuffalopeak.com
Jon E. Krupnick [Pacific Flights 1936-46 & US Pacific
Possessions}— jonpac@aol.com
George Kubal [Dealer] -— geokubal(@aol.com
Alfred Kugel [20th Cent. Military Mail, US Possessions & Offices
Abroad]— afkugel@hotmail.com
Rick Kunz [RPO, AGT, RR postmarks]
— rkunz@eskimo.com & www.eskimo.com/~rkunz/
William O. Kvale [MN p.h.: Territorial, Civil War patriotics,
Manuscript Statehood — flo3wil@aol.com
Eliot Landau [U.S. Registry, U.S. Classics, All Lincoln issues on cover]
— elandau@aol.com
Walter LaForce [US Doanes & NY RFD & Co/PM caneels].
—vlwl@rochester.m.com
Gary Laing [Virginia p.h.] -— laing@naxs.com
Dick Laird [U.S. Doanes and Indiana Postal History]
— d.laird{@insightbb.com
Curt J. Lamm [Unusual 1851-61 townmarks]
—cjlamm@netstorm.net
Eliot A. Landan — elandau@aol.com
Russell C. Lang [Ncbraska] — LangWhiteOak(@nntc.nct
Robert M. Langer [Boston ad covers: Carroll County NH]
— rla4141975@aol.com
Peter B. Larson [Idaho & U.S. postal history] — plarsen@wsu.edu
Ken Lawrence — [Collectors Advisory Team] apsken@aol.com
Wes Leatherock — wleathus(@yahoo.com
Howard Lee [Usage of the U.S. 4th Bureau Issue 6c, 7c, 8¢, 11¢, 12¢,
13c, 14c, 17¢ ] — gimpo{@adnc.com
James E. Lee [Philatelic Literature Dealer]
—jim@jameslec.com & website: www.jameslee.com
Leslie W, Lee [WI p.history & WI Doanes] -— leslee@itis.com
Brian R. Levy [“To the Fair” & Long Island PH]
— bellobl(@aol.com
Bruce Lewin - bjlewin@att.net
Matthew Liebson [Ohio PH: Licking Co., Doanes, stampless]
— paperhistory@mindspring.com
Ron Leith [USA banknote issues to foreign destinations]
— ronleith@@uniserve.com
David C. Lingard [Florida-4 bars, Doancs, RPO, Adv. & most
anything] — david_lingard@hotmail.com
James R. Littell [balloon, rocket, Zeppelin post]
— zepplincat@wzrd.com
William Lizotte [VT postal history, Doanes, etc]
- bill.lizotte@anr.state.vt.us

Nicholas Lombardi [US 2d Burcau issue + Registerd Mail]
— B605@comcast.net
Warren C. Lu —mtcl | 28{@yahoo.com
Len Lukens [Oregon p.h. & trans-Pacific airmail]
— Hukens@easystreet.com
David Lyman [World postmarks on covers or piece]
— postmark(@sympatico.ca
Max Lynds [Aroostook Co., Maine p.h.] — max@pwless.net
Millard Mack — millardhmacki@yahoo.com
Larry Maddux [Douglas Co, OR} — lmaddux{@pacifier.com
James Majka — jsmajka@ameritech.net
Tom Maringer [Arkansas PH] — willwhitfoot@shirepost.com
Bob Markovits [WW [ Air Corps] — RLMarkovits@aol.com
Peter Martin —- pmartin2020@@aol.com
Richard Martorelli {Military, Postage Due}
— martorel@pobox.upenn.edu
Bernard Mayer [Oklahoma) — Bernie@m47303.com
Robert McAlpine — rmcalpire63(@comcast.net
Larry McBride [U.S. town & DPO cancels]
— lgmebride@yahoo.com
W.T. McGreer [Western covers to 1920] — outwestl 3@aol.com
David McCord [Doanes, Type E 4-Bars + AK, WA, WY,NV,0OR covers]
— damac52(@comcast.net
R.J. McEwen [Eastern Oregon]| — rimcewen@aol.com
Chuck & Jan McFarlane [Ausdenmoore-McFarlane Stamps)
— Memichigan@charter.net
Bob McKain [AK & Western Canada APOs, PAN Am issue covers)
— 57-vette@adelphia.net
Michael E. Mead [Britannia Enterpniscs - postal history dealer]
— meadbritannia(@aol.com
Jim Mchrer -— [Dealer. Collects expo’s, Navy ships]
—mehrer{@postal-histery.com
& website http://www.postal-history.com
Steve Merchant [Stampless letters] — smerchant@adelphia.net
Doug Merenda [U.S. Columbians on cover, Columbian Expo]
— dougm43@webtv.net
Charlie Merrill {US postal history] — cwm04{@sbcglobal.net
Robert G, Metcalf [“Coal” on cover] — jax@mum.net
Jim Meverden [Milwaukee, WI ad covers; W1 postal history]
— meverden@att.net
Mark Metkin [Idaho postal history]
— metkin@mindspring.com
Jewell Meyer [Arizona - CA] — jlmeyer_2000@yahoo.com
Corbin Miller [Idaho P.h., photo postcards] — clm@)astphase.com
Minneman, Lynn [Portland, Oregon area] — Iminnema@msn.com
Harvey Mirsky [US 1847 issue] — carolb212@aol.com
John Moere [US Exposition/World’s Fair postal history]
— annc.moore(@comcast.nct
Steve Morehead [Colorado postal history]
— steveasc(@ix.netcom.com
John G. Mullen [ WA state; flags; Ntl Air Mail Week; Snohomish,
Skagit, Island County posmarks]
— longjohn.wa007@netzero.com
Bob Munshower — bearminbobl{@cs.com
Jim Myerson [US Navy, US pioncer airmail, WA-Franklin]
— jpm_ww({gyahoo.com
Larry Neal [Holmes & Coshocton Counties, Ohio]
—larryln@valkyrie.net
Burnham Neill [FL-Miami/Dade DPOs on PPCs; some MS, MO]
— mbneill@bellsouth.net
Howard Ness — hbness(@hotmail.com
Dan Nieuwlandt [S. California, WWII. Belgian Congo p.h.]
— nieuwlandt33@msn.com
Bill Nix [Skamania Co., WA] — wanix@gorge.nel
Jim Noll — [computer postage] jenca@pacbell.net
Joe Odziana — drjoeo(@earthlink.net
Francis E.W. Ogle — fewogle@comcast.net
Clay Olson [Tioga Co.. PA] — shawmut(@comcast.net
Robert Omberg [ldaho p.h.] — hsbebay(@aol.com
Kevin O’Reilly [NWT, Yukon & Labrador; US APOs in
Canada] - xcarc{@ssimicro.com
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Steve Pacetti [1861 1¢, Hawaii, Prexie postal history)
— sbp57@comceast.net
Dennis Pack [Sub-station postmarks; Utah ph]
— packd@hbei.com
John Palm [Merced & Mariposa Co., CA]
—jwpalm@elite.nct
Ray Palmer [OR: Yamhill, Polk Counties] — rpalmer@onlinemac.com
Dr. Everett L. Parker {Pitcaim, Canada, Mainc]
— eparker@midmaine.com
Richard Parker [Ohio Stempless] — lorandrhp(@aol.com
Alan Parsons [US, UN, NY: Steuben, Schuylar &
Chemung counties] — alatholleyrd{@aol.com
Ron Paseale [CT fancy cancels, Waturbury & Putnam Liberty postal
history] — pascale@’pascale-lamorte.com
James Patterson — pattersen(@azbar.org
Robert Payne [machine cancels world wide-Christmas seal]
— guroobob@aol.com
Donald Pearsen [IN & OH p.history, machines]
— donpearson{@aol.com
Norman Pence [Oklahoma] — norpen@hotmail.com
Randy Pence [ Yangtze River Patrol; WWI medical)
— catclan(@earthlink.net
Ken Pendergast — kenp44(@charter.net
Paul E. Petosky [Michigan postal history; US & Canada pest offices
on postcards] —paul_petosky@yahoo.com
www.grandmaraismichigan.com/History/postmarks.htm
James C. Pierce [Dakota Territory; 1851-1861 3-¢c US|
— jpgqwe(@earthlink.net
Kenneth A. Pitt [Postal history dealer. Collects LI NY, Dead Letter
office to 1870, Pioneer post cards] — pittj@erols.com
Hans Pohler [Ohio postal history, Germany, military]
— hpohler@juno.com
Stephen Prigozy [Telegraph & electrical covers] — prigozys@aol.com
Ada M. Prill [Delarare Co., NY]
— ada@math.rochester.edu
Robert Quintero [Detroit Mail Boat/Detroit River Sta 1895-Current]
— qover{@comcast.net
Ben Ramkissoon [Postal history of Chicaco & Dupage Co., IL; history
of U.S. space (lunar) exploration]
— rramkissoon@juno.com
Peter Rathwell [AZ pre-1890; 1869 US or Canada large Queens]
— prathwell@swlaw.com
Robert D. Rawlins [naval covers] — rawlins@sonic.net
Mark Reasoner [Chio] mreasone@columbus.rr.com
Michael J. Rainey [Western covers, NV, SIE, YUB counties]
— rainey{@ncen.net
Ramkissoon, Reubenr A. — rramkissoon@juno.com
Byron L. Reed [South Dakota p.h.] — laposta@byronreed.com
Thomas E. Reiersgord [MN: Hennepin Co; Ux27 usages]
— Reiersgord@aol.com
Norm Ritchie [CO, UT, AZ & NM photos, postal history}
— mnp{@ctos.com
Martin Richardson [OH & IL] — martinR362{@aol.com
Thomas Richardson [North Carolina P.H.] — stamps@northstate.net
Harold Richow [WW] & Civilian Conservation Corp covers]
— harr@mchsi.com
Al Ring [Arizona postal history] — ringal@msn.com
Linda Roberts [Utah: Park City postmarks, postcards, stocks,
Tokens,stereoviews, bottles, etc]
— robertsfamly@earthlink.net
William B. Robinson [Dealer; Wisconsin postal history]
—wbrob@hotmail.com
Roger Robison [Montana postal history] — ?7?
Julius Rockwell [Alaska] — juliusro@alaska.net
Gilbert M. Roderick [auction house: Downeast Stamps)]
— destamps(@lacadia.net
Michael Rogers — mrogersinc(@aol.com
Robert C. Roland [post cards, postal history, U.S.]
— robt.roland@sbeglobal.net
Romanelli, Paul J. [blackjacks on cover; VT, ME postal history]
— docroma2000{@yahoo.com

Robert G. Rose [New Jersey p.h.] — mose@pitneyhardin.com
Hal Ross [Kansas Territerials & postmarks] — halross@sbeglobal.net
Vincent Ross [Indiana, RPO] — var@bluemarble.net
Steven Roth [WW!l-interruption or rerouting of foreign destination;
U.S. inland waterways & coastal ship before Civil War}
— stevenroth(@comeast.net
Art Rupert [Rural Branches & Statiens, CPO]
— acrupert@bcentonrea.com
Roger Rydberg [Colorado postal history]
-— rrydberg5(@comeast.net
Russ Ryle [Indiana p.h; U.S. Registered material]
— theryles(@bluemarblc.net
Bill Sammis [US Express Company labels, stamps & covers]
— cdsl3@cornell.cdu
William A. Sandrik [Dcaler + collects Disinfected mail. Austrian
Lloyd] — sandrik42@verizon.net
www.ballstonphilatelics.com
A.J. Savakis [Ohio-machines] — mesforum@aol.com
W. Michael Schaffer [UN postal history, forces mail]
— unmike@msn.com
Allan Schefer [U.S. foreign mails 1861-1870; fancy cancels, 3c US
1861, Bicycle advertising covers & pes)
— schef2 In@netscape.net
Henry B. Scheuer .[U.S. FDCs, pre-1935]
— hscheuer@jmsonline.com
Steve Schmale [Dealer-pc & photos. Collects Plumas Co, Sierras &
gold mining related] — outweststeve@comcast.net
Dennis W. Schmidt [US Official postal stationery/covers]
— dews{@cox-internet.com
Fred Schmitt — [Dealer] — fred@fredschmitt.com &
http://www.fredschmitt.com
Robert Schultz [Missouri postal history]
— schulhstry@aol.com
Joseph Sedivy [1909 comers on cover & card; RPO, Chicago
streetcars] — JNJSED717(@aol.com
John Seidl — [Cayman Islands etc] jseidl@mindspring.com
Larry R. Sell [postal history/banknotes,1861,1902°s)
— philart@infoblvd.net
Mike Senta [Alaska postal history] — msenta@pobox.mtaonline.net
Norman Shachat [Phila. & Bucks Co. PH]
— nshachat@msn.com
Edwin H. Shane [Philippines, WWII military PI, masonic, Computers
— edmarshane@earthlink.net
Robert Shaub [PA: York Co; MD: Baltimore Co]
— farmersdaughter@cyberia.com
Terry Shaw [Alaska] — cgsarchxx(@aol.com
Timothy M. Sheehan [NM Territorial postal history]
— shechantm@aol.com
Gina Sheridan — [eclectic] gsherida8502(@yahoo.com
Lawrence Sherman — larryshermani@san.rr.com
David J. Simmons [Central Massachusetts) — dsim465835(@@cs.com
Roland Simoneau [Nevada postal history] — simmy(@totcon.com
Ed Siskin [U.S. Colonial] - esiskin@cox.mm.com
Rich Small [Machine cancels, post offices] — rsmall003@comeast.net
&hitp://hometown.aol.cony/rsmally293/mefinain. htm
R. J. “Jack” Smalling [lowa DPOs: baseball autographs]
— jack(@baseballaddresses.comn
Chet Smith [US branches & stations] — cms@psu.cdu
Jack M. Smith, Sr. [Texas DPOs; TX Doane Co-ordinator]
— jandd{gtstar.net
Fred Smyithe — fredabet@paulbunyan.net
Gus Specetor [PA advertising covers & postal history]
— gspecib@aol.com
Keith Spencer [Alberta & western Canada] — krs2@ualberta.ca
Duane Spidle {Colorado postal history & RPOs; 1907 & carlier
precancels| —dspidle@dspidle.cnc.net
Anita Sprankle — sprankle(@kutztown.edu
Ken Stach [Dakota & Nebraska territories]
— ken.stach{@kosa.com
Kurt Stauffer — [Philippine covers] kastauffer@aol.com
Randy Stehle — RSTEHLE(@ix.netcom.com
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Rex H. “Jim” Stever [Republic of Texas] — rhstever@hotmail.com
Carl Stieg [Washington, D.C.] — carl_phil@webtv.net
Seymour B. Stiss (Chicago & Illinois postal history)
—sbstiss@msn.com
Robert Stoldal [Nevada] - stoldal@lvcom.com
Matt Stoll [Samoa, Arizona & NJ p.h.] — stoll57@yahoo.com
Greg Stone [stampless covers] — michcovers@ec.rr.com
David L. Straight [Pneumatic mail] — dislibrary.wustl.cd
Howard P. Strohn [CA: Monterey & San Benito Co]
— howardpstrohn@mybluelight.com
Eric Sullivan [Dealer, postcards. Collects Durant, Raquette Lake,
Adirondacks, NY; Gildersleeve, Portland, CT. PH, postcards,
ephemera. — oldcards2@aocl.com
Bob Summerell [Dealer: Postal History/Deltiology. Collects:
Depression era 4-bars] — kusummer@aol.com
Greg Sutherland — [Dealer: Freeman’s philatelic literature]
— gregfreecoax.net http://www.gregfree.com
Robert Svobeda [Montana postal history]
— SVOBODA7@aol.com
Bob Swanson [WWI p.h.] — rds@swansongrp.com
& www.swansongrp.comy/posthist.html
John Swanson — jns(@johnninaswanson.com
Bill Tatham [California] — wtatham@gte.net
Lavar Taylor (Geriman Colonies, Hong Kong, US mail to Germany;
German Seapost/Schiffspost] — ltaylor@taylorlaw.com
Stephen T. Taylor [Dealer: USA stamps & postal history]
— staylor995@aol.com & www.stephentaylor.co.uk
Gerry Tenney [Prexies, washFrank, 183's, Westchester & Ulster
Counties NY, C23’s commercial usage]
—gtenney(@earthlink.net
The Collectors Club of New York — collectorsclub{@nac.net
David Thempson [Wisconsin p.h.] — thompdae@msn.com
Don Thompson [Stampless NH, MA, FL]
— thomcat7405@aol.com
Harvey Tilles — tilles@triad.mm.com
Don Tocher [|9th Century US] — dontoch@;ix.netcom.com
& htip://www.postalnet.com/dontocher/
Allan Tomey [Indian war military & war of 1812, esp Naval]
atomey(@ces.com
Bob Trachimowicz [Worcester, Mass. P.history; Wesson Tobs of
Worcester] — track@alum.wpi.edu
William Treat [CO: Clear Creek. Gilpin & Jefferson counties 1850s-
1930s] — jtsvuthwest{@msn.com
Kenneth Tretten — [lowa: Floyd Co.] revenuer@ormnitelcom.com
Selden Trimble [Confederate. early U.S.] — strimble/@rollanel.org
Ron Trosclair [Louisiana postal history]
rontrosclair(@yahoo.com
Joseph A. Turek [classic US, flag cancels, Doanes]
— joecpali2@aol.com
Henry G Turnbull [Arizona & Maine p.h.]
— aznpthgtl @webtv.net
Tom Turner [Alabama postal history”? - tumertomp(@aol.com
Williamn T. Uhls [Texas, Canal Zone] — buhls@austin.rr.com
Bill Ulaszewski [Ohio history, covers, folded letters]
— odeman99(@aol.com
Tom Unterberger [WI: Douglas County]
Tonny van Leij — tonnyvanl@msn.com
Dirk van Gelderen [Alaska postal history] — dirk@esveld.n!
Hal Vagel — halvogel@jispwest.com
Jim Walker [NJ: Coryell Ferry Stamp Club. Collects NJ & Eastern
PA postal history] — jiwalker@earthlink.net
W. Danforth Walker [MD: Baltimore, Howard Co., Westminster|x
— dan(@insurecoliectibles.com
Gordon L. Wall [CA NV,NM,W|,AZ pre-cancels; Finland]
— gordonwallwis(@aol.com
Bifl Wallace [IL: Cook, Lake. DuPage, Ogle counties: Chicago
suburbs; ND: western counties] - wallacchoss(@aol.com
Charles Wallis [OK Indian Territory] — cswallis@telepath.com
Lauck Walton [Early US machine cancels, unusual usages on postal
cards, C&D, county & postmaster cancels]
—jwalton@shentel.net

unterbergeriychartermi.net

William C. Walton [Mexico, Territorial covers]
— wew(078@webtv.net
Ron Wankel [Nebraska & WWII APOs on #UC9]
— rwankel@aol.com
Ron Ward [Maryland PH] — Anoph2@aol.com
Robert Washburn [modern US postal history esp. usages of PNCs]
— stamps@kynd.net
Jim Watson [Mendocino/Lake Co. CA cancels] — pygwats@mcn.org
John S, Weigle [CA: Ventura Co; interrupted mail; officially sealed
mail of world] — jweigle@vcnet.com
Rich Weiner [18" & 19" C letters w/ high content value; NC stampless
Covers] — rweiner@duke.edu
Larry Weinstock [Dealer-Western postal history]
— wstampscovers@aol.com
Robert B. Whitney — rmwhitl @juno.com
C. Michael Wiedemann [Cutlery advertising, FL postal history]
— cmikew(@mindspring.com
Clarence J. Winstead [NC postcards, RPOs & Doanes]
— clarencewinstead@hotmail.com,
Richard F. Winter [transatlantic mail] — rfwinter@bellsouth.net
Kirk Wolford [P.H. Dealer] — krkstpco@goldstate.net
Bob Yacane — ryacano@tnad.rr.com
Gene Youngman — youngmanpc(@yahoo.com
Nicholas Zevos [Postal history of Northern New York]
— zevosn(@Potsdam.edu
Michael Zolno —mzolno@aol.com

POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETIES

(For a listing of all U.S. State Postal History Societies on-line, see the
web page for the Empire State Postal History Society)

— http://'www.esphs.org/usphsoc.html

Your Classified Ad could reach 1,000 United
States postal history enthusiasts.

Send your copy by post or e-mail and we'll
invoice you for the proper rate.

Cheap but effective!

helbocki@ala-posta.com

Clearance Time of Personal Checks
to La Posta Publications

We have received a number of e-mail inquiries lately
concerning slow clearance of personal checks mailed to
La Posta Publications. Readers should be aware that all
checks mailed to La Posta through either our Scappoose,
Oregon, address or our Chatsworth Island, NSW, addrcss
will typically require 6-8 weeks before they appear on
your bank records.

Our Scappoose address is a convenience for subscribers,
but it is merely a mail forwarding facility. There are no
La Posta employees in Scappoose. All checks mailed to
La Posta will cross the Pacific twice. Once to reach us in
Australia and once to be deposited in our bank account
in Oregon. Thanks for your patience.

Pkt W- Wb
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Postmarks among the Palms: A Postal History of the
Florida Keys

Part 5: The Lower Keys
By Jerry Wilkinson and Richard Helbock
[Continued from Vol. 35, No. 4 (Aug-Sep 2004)]

Big Pine Key

ig Pine Key, or Big Pine for short, is slightly
B different from the Middle and Upper Keys.

First it is composed of oolitic limestone and
not Key Largo Limestone. This is significant because
fresh water can be found in oolitic formations, but
rarely in Key Largo Limestone. Its namesake—the
pine tree—is rare in the Middle or Upper Keys. The
island is generally thought to be fairly large having
about 5,855 acres, but still small compared to Key
Largo with 22,000 acres. As we have discussed in
earlier instalments, permanent settling caught on in
the Middle and Upper Keys as early as the middie
1800s. Big Pine was largely ignored by early resi-
dents. After World War II, when settling in all the
Florida Keys became an interest to outsiders, Big Pine
had plenty of space, but no public electricity or wa-
ter.

In 1870, the census enumerator only listed one fam-
ily on Big Pine. There were however more on Big
Pine’s neighbor—No Name Key. That island listed

44 inhabitants—a large settlement for the time—com-
posed primarily of former residents of the Bahamas
engaged in farming.

Other early Big Pine settlers included William Cates
who homesteaded 115.4 acres in 1883, William Henry
Sands, Henry and John T. Knowles. State records show
there were 19 homesteaders. As with much of the
Keys, the late official land surveying made homestead-
ing and patenting of land title impossible. Charles F.
Smith surveyed Big Pine Key for the state of Florida
on March 21, 1873. William Sands was a Bahamian
shipbuilder and captain. He had his own sawmill and
used local pine for parts of his boats. Big Pine is rela-
tively close to Key West so there was a nearby mar-
ket for goods and services. Much of Big Pine was
still available for homesteading in 1900.

There are recorded homesteads on Big Pine as late as
1926. In these days, this type of unused government
land could be squatted-on by almost anyone in those
days. With warm climate and ground water available,
food could be grown for family sustenance and there
was timber available on the island, a necessity for
cooking. Occupations of farming and seamen were
popular throughout the Keys, but charcoal making was
Big Pine was the last Key going north that listed a

Chase (1912-1918)
Perky (1929-1942)

Sugar Loaf Shores R. S.
(1956- )

\\ £

f Pirates Cove (1930-1943)

Big Pine (1915-1935)

Ramrod Key (1917- 1951) {
Summerland Key (1951-Date) -

Map 5-1 Post offices and rural stations of the lower Keys.
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charcoal burner or woodcutter in 1870. There
was a ready market for the coal in Key West
with an 1870 population of 5,675.

Charcoal making was labor and time intensive
in the Keys. Briefly, the process was wood—
usually buttonwood—being cut, hauled and
stacked in a pyramid or tee-pee fashion. The
pile was covered with canvas, seaweed, sand
and/or marl to contain the heat. A fire was
started in the bottom-center and the burn rate
controlled by small openings in the top or sides,
plus by the oxygen/air intake openings at the
bottom. The process took days and had to be
monitored or the fire would burn the wood, or
go out. The finished product was bagged and

-

shipped to Key West. Considerable charcoal
was made on Cape Sable also. Ships wrecked
off shore and salvaging was another early oc-
cupation, although the home base was usually Key
West,

The coming of the railroad affected Big Pine, but not
to the extent as in those Keys where permanent rail-
road facilities were built. Henry Flagler, during the
construction phase, built a fresh water resource on
Big Pine. The word “resource” is used because it was
not the typical deep well. Flagler’s water resource was
two large open seepage ditches called “collecting
ditches” with a pump and a 60,000 gallon storage tank
Construction was started in late 1906 and in use by

Figure 5-2 Big Pine Post Office, Mrs. Polts postmastere, circa
1926.

Figure 5-1 Big Pine Key 100,000 gallon water tank, 1904.

early 1907. The facility easily pumped 50,000 gal-
lons a day (figure 5-1). After the construction of the
railroad was completed, the facility was abandoned.

One of the few mentions of Big Pine Key during the
period of railroad construction appeared in the Florida
Times-Union article dated April 11, 1907: “The ex-
tension camp at Big Pine Key, which is the largest
now in operation, will be broken up this week and the
entire force of nearly 400 men will be moved to
Sugarloaf Key where a new camp will be established.”

The first train ran to Key West on January 22, 1912,
No other significant quantities of fresh water were
found on the Keys, except at Manatee Creek on Cross
Key. This was about the same time that metal win-
dow and door screens began to become common in

_the Keys. (Before mosquito control, mosquitoes had

a limiting effect on population.) As a point of refer-
ence in 1910 the population of Big Pine was 17 and
No Name was 22.

John T. Knowles was Big Pine’s founding postmas-
ter commencing on February 9, 1915, Familiar sur-
names of early Big Pine residents, such as Sands
and Shanahan, were subsequent postmasters. There
is little doubt that some viewed Big Pine with po-
tential. From 1914 to 1925 there were 10 subdivi-
sions filed on Big Pine property, but few people.
Silas Knowles filed the first subdivision in 1914.
William H. Sands subdivided his 1911 homestead
in 1922, There was not a single subdivision platted
between 1925 and 1951. Sands also worked for the
Ocean Leather Company and his brother’s family,
Potts, worked as the company’s mechanic. Mrs. Potts
was the postmaster 1925 to 1926 (figure 5-2). Big
Pine post office operated until January 31, 1935, when
it was closed out to the Ramrod Key post office.
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a Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) was
operated on Big Pine. A small airfield was
constructed. The Second Overseas High-
way in 1938 followed the railroad right of
way and by-passed No Name Key.

Fready

Sometime along this period the Blue Hole
on Key Deer Boulevard came into exist-
ence. It is not certain that this oolite quarry
was for the first highway, other roads, or
Jjust what. Its location is not particularly
close to any, and it is almost certain that it
was not for the railroad. It appears to be
the only Keys fresh water hole of any con-
sequential size. It is host to a multitude of
freshwater flora and fauna from alligators,
fish, and turtles to many birds.

Education on Big Pine seems to have been
problematic. Monroe County has always

Map 5-2 Big Pine Key. Scale approximately 1:62,500.

The Florida’s subsequent land boom of the 1920s
spurred development and its bust after the 1929 stock
market crash halted most building. The disastrous hur-
ricane of 1926 also quelled the land boom in south-
east Florida for a time.

Big Pine almost started a new Keys industry in 1923.
Increased uses of shark oil sparked Hydenoil Prod-
ucts to build a shark oil plant on the Atlantic shore.
The plant geared up and employed 25 men and oper-
ated six fishing boats. By 1930 they caught and pro-
cessed an average of 100 sharks daily. On December
8, one of its seven boats brought in a 14 foot long and
10 foot in girth mackerel shark that weighed 1,752
pounds. That day the fleet brought in 111 sharks av-
eraging over 300 pounds each. Little of the shark was
wasted, but the odor was quite strong. Shark leathers
were sold by the Ocean Leather company. The livers
were processed for oil and the fins sold for soup. The
plant closed in 1931 after eight years of operation
owing employees back paid salaries. WW-II shut off
the US supply of cod liver oil and shark oil. Plants
were attempted on other Keys, but they too were short
lived.

The highway from Key West to Big Pine was com-
pleted in about May of 1927 even though the ferry
boats did not start operation until 1928, The opening

required at least ten students for a school,
but the early Big Pine population tended to be un-
stable. The first record requesting a school was by E.
E. Morris dated June 16, 1927. The School Board re-
quested the superintendent to investigate the advis-
ability of establishing a school. A report dated No-
vember 19, 1927 indicated that “there are now six
children in two families and probably another one
would come down in the spring.” Action was deferred.

At the November 25, 1927 School Board meeting
another letter from Mr. Morris had been received “stat-
ing that a family with one child had moved to Big
Pine recently and one was expected to move from
Miami with three children. Mr. Morris also stated that
a building owned by C. C. Johnson could be secured
as a school and recommended Mrs. Hilda Sands as a
teacher. C. C. Johnson was probably Copeland Crizen
Johnson who owned the Gospel Hall on Big Pine.

The February 9, 1928 School Board meeting indicated
that school was in progress with Mrs. Sands as the
teacher (figure 5-3). From subsequent board minutes,
it appears that school was on and off. Transportation
became a problem as No Name, Ramrod and Sugarloaf
Keys became involved and required buses. Roads
were poor and bussing expensive for two to four chil-
dren. The School Board eventually ardered the school

11
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Florida East Coast Railway and the decision was
made to purchase the railroad right-of-way and build
a highway. Previously, vehicle travel was by ferry
boats from Lower Matecumbe Key to No Name Key.
The complete highway was completed in 1938 and
the need for the CCC work crews was terminated.

In 1947 the Florida State Division of Corrections
procured the old CCC camp as a prison road camp.
In 1950 the state prison moved to the former rail-
road foreman’s section house area on Big Pine Key
where it has remained. Roy Hazelwood was the war-
S s den. To provide additional space a CCC barracks
Figure 5-3 School at Big Pine Key, circa 1928, was moved along side and fenced in as a confine
for prison workers. These were the day of chain
gangs working “under the shotgun.” The old section
house was later con-
demned and torn
down. (figure 5-5).

It was thought that
Big Pine would resist
becoming an “asphalt
Jungle”, but the 1950s
signalled a change.
After WW Il the
American public was
ready to travel, to
make changes and to
seek new horizons.
The gap of 26 years of
fire on December no new subdividing
18, 1977, the Big was ended when Ed
Pine Inn was a fa- Barry subdivided
mihar landmark (figure 5-4). It is said to have been
built in the early 1900s by Mrs. Gussie Zeigner. It
had 12 rooms, dining room and bar. Rather than
deter guests, prohibition days were an attraction.
There never seemed to be a shortage of “spirits.”
The original Big Pine Inn survived until 1946 to
be reopened in 1954. A. L. Laughlin purchased it
for $25,000 in 1954 and did extensive remodel-
ling. The Kyle family owned the Inn for some time
before selling it back to A. L. Laughlin. The TIB
Bank of the Keys building stands on the former
Big Pine Inn site.
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closed on Wednesday, March 1, 1933. School did con-
tinue, but only after a struggle which continues today
[January 2000].

Small farming and
fishing establish-
ments continued.
Owners and opera-
tors appeared to ro-
tate back and forth
to Key West and
other places. Even-
tually, many found §
their way back to
Big Pine.

Until destroyed by

= et

Figure 5-4 The original Big Pine Inn, circa 1933.

The Big Pine Prison Camp occupies the site of a |
former Civilian Conservation Corps Camp on West 2=
Summerland Key. The CCC camp was established  Figure 5-5 Big Pine Prison Farm, circa 1957.
in the late 1930s to place rip-rap along the bridge

approaches for the new Overseas Highway. The

1935 Hurricane destroyed about 40 miles of the
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Punta Brisa in 1951, and this was only the beginning.
Electricity and piped drinking water followed shortly.
This appears to be the time that all of the Keys were
being discovered or rediscovered. A census taken by
the Chamber of Commerce in 1966 revealed a year
round population of 181 and a winter population of
1,496.

lanes. Proposals exist for highway US | to be elevated
and under-highway culverts provided for the Key deer
to cross safely.

Ramrod Key in Niles Channel was reportedly named
for a British ship that was grounded on a reef south of
the island. A post office was established here with the

The new development
further threatened the
almost extinct Key
deer. It was estimated
in 1947 that about 50
of the diminutive deer
remained. Another re-
port in the Key West
Citizen in 1954 stated
that not more than 30
key deer were in ex-

name Ramrod Key on
May 31, 1917 (figure
5-6). On September 1,
1951, the name was
changed to Summer-
land Key, and on Oc-
tober 1, 1958, the of-
fice was converted to a
rural station of Key
West. The name of the
station was changed to
Big Pine Rural Station

GE@SDE AlISTRED)
220 Orizaba Avenue
San Francisco 25, Calif.

istence and three
years later the number
had nearly tripled. In
1949 the Everglades
National Park was dedicated by President Harry
Truman. In 1954 a U.S. refuge of 915 acres of leased
property was established. This was followed by 22
new subdivisions followed by Congress passing bill
HR 1058 in 1957 creating a National Wildlife Refuge
for the deer. Jack Watson was the ranger and he be-
came known as Mr. Key Deer. Jack Watson had moved
to the Keys in 1946 as an agent for the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service in Tavernier. “No Spearfishing” signs
went up in other parts of the Keys. It was being per-
ceived that nothing would be left if conservation mea-
sures were not undertaken.

Business was good and the Lower Keys Chamber of
Commerce established its office on Big Pine in [959.
Big Pine was becoming self supporting with its own
stores.

The 1960s brought Hurricane Donna and later many
new businesses. Development throughout the Keys
also increased the highway traffic. Highway U.S. 1
continued to be two lanes through Big Pine and this
stressed everyone, including the Key Deer.

The 1970s saw more development and in 1972 a mora-
torium was placed on all dredging. Most development
in the Keys involves dredge and fill operations. The
moratorium has been on and off since. The speed limit
was reduced to 45-MPH during the day and 35-MPH
at night. Big Pine now has a traffic light with turn

Figure 5-6 The Ramrod Key post office served residents of Big
Pine Key from 1935 until 1951 when it was renamed Summerland
Key. The facility eventually became Big Pine Rural Station.

on March 1, 1959 (fig-
ure 5-7).

Figure 5-7 A Big Pine Key Rural Station 4-bar
postmark of 1962.

13
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Navy shortened the travel distance by follow-
ing the F.E.C. railroad route. The railroad
ceased operation after the 1935 hurricane de-
stroyed about 40 miles on track in the Upper
Keys. In passing, the Card Sound route in the
Upper Keys was also bypassed by following
the railroad route via the so-called 18-mile
stretch. About 14 miles were saved from Key
West to Florida City in 1942, The Navy used
federal funds, hence the name change to US-
L:

The first recorded English settler actually liv-
ing on Sugarloaf Key found in the Key West
library was Asa Gilbert in 1829, The Territo-
rial Court papers indicate that Asa Gilbert of
Sugarloaf Key did not appear for a jury sum-
mons in 1829. He explained to the court that
he did not have a boat and produced a wit-
ness to substantiate his testimony. Then as

Map 5-3 Sugarioaf Key. Scale approximately 1:62,500.

History of Sugarloaf Key

Sugarloaf Key was short-changed in the name depart-
ment on early maps. The eccentric British cartogra-
pher, DeBrahm named it Glen Kay in 1772 which is
not bad for DeBrahm. DeBrahm visited many of the
Florida Keys; however, when he needed a name he
gave most of them English names. Windley Key was
Wright Kay, Tea Table Key was Boys Key and Plan-
tation Key was Bull Island. For the better established
names he did better, 1.¢., Key West was Hueso and
Lower Matecumbe was La Vieja. However, he was
thorough. He did name Keys that many of the others
of 1700s period bypassed without a naming.

To visit this area from the maintand before 1912 sea
travel was used, In 1912, rail travel became available.
Vehicle travel became available in 1928 via State Road
4A and ferry boats. From Florida City one would drive
over the wooden Card Sound Bridge onto Key Largo
and on to lower Lower Matecumbe Key. There a ferry
boat would transport you to No Name Key for the
drive to Key West passing Sugarloaf Key on the road
just mentioned. During the trip, one crossed the rail-
road twice. First on Upper Matecumbe Key at about
MM 81, and remaining on the right side going south
until crossing the railroad again just after entering
Sugarloaf Key. Most of the old highway bridges from
this point on to Key West have been removed. In 1942,
the Pirates Cove route was bypassed when the U.S.

now, jury summons were serious and also a
huge problem at that time. Fort Meyers was then a
northwestern community of Monroe County and trav-
elling to Key West for jury duty was a lot to be ex-
pected.

Asa’s presence is verified by the 1830 census; how-
ever, for Monroe and Dade Counties the 1830 and
1840 censuses only listed the head of the household.
Asa was in the 50 to 60 year age group, and listed as
a family of one. He was not found in the 1840 census
for Monroe County. I also checked Dade County just
to make certain he had not moved. Remember in 1836
all the Keys north of Bahia Honda were in Dade
County.

The 1850 census reveals three males residing on
Sugarloaf Key. They were Jonathon Thompson, age
60, occupation planter; James Anderson, age 70, mari-
ner and Robert Johnson, age 23, mariner. Jonathon
Thompson was known as “Happy Jack™ after whom
there is a small Key, Happy Jack Key, named nearby.

According to a Putnam Monthly article, Happy Jack
was one of a group of men who wandered throughout
the Keys living wherever and however they were able.
Others of the group were Paddy Whack, Jolly Whack,
Red Jim, Lame Bill, and Old Gilbert. Quite possibil-
ity, Old Gilbert was the aforementioned Asa Gilbert.
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The Putman author continued:

However different their names and varying dispositions,
they all united in a common love. The fragrant goddess of
whiskey absorbed the affections of their guileless hearts. .
.. Jack was always disinclined to the world, and Key West
probably did not elevate his opinion of human nature. So
he settled himself permanently on the key [Sugarloaf Key]
we have just described and bent his energies to trapping
deer and raising fruit. He is still alive [1856], and likely to
live. His solitude is not as uncompromising as Robinson
Crusoe’s, for the crowds of spongers and fishermen that
swarm around all the keys give him sufficient company,
indeed more than he deserves.”

Happy Jack died less than two years after the article
after tripping an anti-deer gun while he was out walk-
ing. Local deer had been a problem to farming on the
Lower Keys and trip wire guns had been rigged along
the paths of the deer. Happy Jack’s farm was on Bow
Channel and north of the SR-4A and the railroad cross-
ings.

Dr. Harris added a new element to his farm—sponge
cultivation. According to John Viele’s The Florida
Keys, A History of the Pioneers, about 1901, he turned
over the use of his property, and the house he had
built, to Dr. F. H. Moore, head of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Fisheries to continue the experiment. As far
as we know good reports were the only export.

In 1905, Henry Flagler announced that he would con-
struct an extension of his Florida East Coast (F.E.C.)
Railway from Homestead, Florida to Key West. To
do this he established work camps throughout the
Keys. From an unknown newspaper article, hand dated
1906:

At present there are 12 camps. No. 80 is on Big Pine Key.
No. 81 on Summerland Key and No. 82 at Key West. About
100 negroes are employed in grubbing and butting out the
undergrowth preparatory to constructing the road bed.
These men have separate camps and buy their supplies
from the commissary: many have their families with them
to do the cooking.

The 1860 census revealed only one person,
a Daniel Dennis, age 55, occupation sail
maker from North Carolina. Sail making
was probably his skill; however, farming
and/or fishing would be more probable. .

The 1870 census revealed a population of
37 people divided as follows: 17 children,
8 seamen, 6 keeping house, 2 wood cut-
ters, 2 laborers, 1 farmer and | boatman.
Probably the demand for food in Key West
during the Civil War generated this in-
creased population. Key West was a major
Gulf Blockading Port for the Union and
whose relatively rapid population increase
considering its physical size would continue until
1890. Early permanent island settlers in unincorpo-
rated Monroe County were difficult to find. This is
demonstrated by the Johnson family who represented
one third of the 1870 population, but 10 years earlier
were farming on Cudjoe Key.

Another early farmer of Sugarloaf Key was Dr. J.
Vining Harris (MD), Confederate veteran, permanent
resident of Key West, later Superintendent of the
Monroe County School Board and namesake of Har-
ris School in Key West,

Dr. Harris’s farming efforts were well known in Key
West in the late 1890s; however, there is no docu-
mentation of him ever shipping a product. In 1897,

Figure 5-8 Dr. Harriss house was headqua
September 1908.

rters of Camp 18,

The railroad was the next to make use of Sugarloaf
Key. The records are not complete; however, it ap-
pears that the railroad only leased the Harris house
(figure 5-8). The author finds little written about the
railroad’s use of Sugarloaf in the newspapers. In fact,
Dr. Harris is found treating the sick and injured at
Knight’s Key and Key West more than any place else.

The next permanent Sugarloaf Key residents were
Charles and George Chase. Charles Chase with wife,
Hettie, visited Key West in the summer of 1899 with
a play that he had written, and then visited again in
1906. On a later visit to Key West, he met Dr. Moore
and became intrigued with sponge cultivation. In
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Figure 5-9 Workers in the community of Chase, circa 1911
1910, he and brother George, plus a group of English

investors, established the Florida Keys Sponge and
Fruit (FKSF) Company.

Figure 5-11 illustrates a letter written on
Florida Keys Sponge & Fruit Company
printed stationery with cover postmarked
Chase, Florida, May 27, 1913, to Key West.
But by this time there must have been dark
financial clouds visable to the Chase Broth-
ers on the horizon.

Finances were low so in the summer of
1914 George and Charles went to England
to raise additional funds. They succeeded
in obtaining commitments, but before the
funds were actually collected, Britain de-
clared war on Germany and promptly froze
all funds. This late timing of a few months
cost them the needed funds and all was lost.
The Chase brothers returned to the U.S. and
found American investors who were more
interested in real estate than sponges. The venture had
failed. The Chase post office operated until Novem-
ber 15, 1918.

Material, supplies and
workers were gath-
ered to construct a
community to culti-
vate and harvest
sponges and fruit—an
estimated 60 workers. |
A mini-town plus all [*
the facilities for the
sponge cultivation
process slowly was
built with most mate-
rials shipped being in. [
The old Dr. Harris S
house was enlarged
for the Chase fam-
ily—Hettie plus 24
year-old son and 14
year-old niece. Fi-
nally, a community was in progress in the Lower Keys
other than Key West (figure 5-8).

1912

The town grew when the railroad passed by in front
of the community. A post office named Chase was
established April 24, 1912, and the outlook was good.
The depot was at Mile Post 506, meaning 506 miles
from Jacksonville. A decision was made to harvest
the three year old sponges, divide them into ten sepa-
rate pieces and replant as ten new cultures. This would
supposedly yield about one million sponges a year
{(figure 5-10).

Figure 5-10 Florida Keys Sponge & Fruit Company factory, circa

One of these real
estate investors
was Richter Clyde
Perky of Denver,
. : but at the time of
Miami. Perky took
the bankrupt
FKSF Company
off the hands of
Chase who had by
then settled in Key
West. He was also
interested in
sponge cultiva-
tion, but was not
fast to proceed.
The 1920s the
Florida land boom
was booming and
Perky saw Sugarloaf as a vacation paradise. He also
had real estate investments in the Upper Keys. Mean-
while, he hired Fred Johnson of Key West as superin-
tendent to continue the sponge experiments. State
Road 4-A became a reality in 1928, but the road passed
three miles away on the southern shore. He subsidized
Monroe County to build a road (today called Sugarloaf
Boulevard) to connect his paradise with the highway.
Key West would be about 20 driving miles distance.
The railroad depot was changed to Perky. Perky post
office was established February 4, 1929.
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Figure 5-11 Letter written
on Florida Keys Sponge &
Fruit Company stationery
and cover postmarked
Chase, Florida, May 27,
1913 [Courtesy Deane
Briggs]

Mosquitoes were a big
problem. Perky knew of oil
derricks from his oil inter-
ests in Texas, so he had
Fred Johnson build a bat
tower modelled more or
less on the idea of an oil
derrick. It is 50 feet high
and has four wooden
shingled sides standing on
concrete pillars (figure 5-
12y,

Perky obtained the plans
from Dr. Charles Campbell
of San Antonio Texas who
allegedly had seven bat
towers in Texas. Later
Johnson, who called it the
“bat motel” said there were
bats in the Keys. The au-
thor calls it the Keys first
condo. Perky also pur-
chased $500 of sex-scented
bat guano from Dr.
Campbell. Johnson said

Figure 5- the smell was awful and people stayed away from
12 The there and so did the bats. In the aerial photo shown in
Perky bat | figure 5-13 the bat tower is barely visible in the upper
owerion right corner of the clearing. The lodge was to the left
i‘g"rlmf 3 of the tidal swimming pool and the pier. The present

landing strip is to the far right.

There is an unsupported story that Perky brought in
1,000 bats from New Jersey along with a caretaker
named Plutonium Pratt. The story goes that the Key
West High school band awaited the bats to awake at
sunset. At sunset the bats awoke, flew off and never
returned. Johnson would not support that or any other
story other than that of the foul odor. One problem
would have been fresh water for the bats.

Mosquitoes or not, the Perky Lodge opened in March
1939. Its days were numbered as the following year
Perky died at the age of 62. The Perky Lodge closed
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in 1940 and three years later in 1943 the lodge
and Fred Johnson’s house burned. Perky post
office was discontinued June 30, 1942.

During this same period, C. Irving Wright pur-
chased the James Johnson ocean side property.
In 1929 Wright began his venture of the Pirates
Cove Fishing Camp. The timing was right as
the first Overseas Highway ran right through the
southern edge of the property (figure 5-14).

The Saturday Evening Post published an illus-
trated bonefishing article featuring Charles
Francis Coe in the September 13, 1930, issue
and further advertising was hardly necessary.
Pirates Cove had an 18 room lodge, private cab-
ins and an electric power plant. This was not

roughing it as advertised, but was a place where

Figure 5-14 Pirate Cove on State Road 4-4 around 1932 was a luxury

resort that catered to the well-to-do in search of a “wilderness”
experience.

r e 2% A‘h

Figure 5-15 Pirates Cover postmark on philatelic favor cover
¢irca 1930, [PMCC Collection}

women could enjoy comfort and luxury
while their husbands brought in the fish.
Pirates Cove post office was established
May 12, 1930, and operated until March
31, 1943, when it was closed out to Ram-
rod Key.

Irving Wright died in 1946 and the hur-
ricane of 1948 took its toll of the struc-
tures. Most of the buildings were hauled
away and the lodge converted into a pri-
vate residence.

Another famous Sugarloaf Lodge was
the lodge that carried its name. Sugarloaf
Key became a resort for ailing million-
aires to get away. Key West was close
enough for medical attention and sup-
plies, and the fishing could not be ex-
celled. The lodge burned in 1950.

Throughout the Keys the end of World
War II brought about a new American mo-
bility. Adventuresome northerners sought
new horizons and Sugarloaf was not to be
spared. In 1951 huge earth moving equip-
ment appeared in the form of a 12-cubic yard
Rimersburg Coal Company drag line.
Sugarloaf Shores was about to be born (fig-
ure 5-16).

The Sugarloaf development first manifested
itself with a grocery store, service station
and office with conspicuous sign
“Rimersburg Coal Co.” The coal company
was a Pennsylvania coal strip mining op-
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Figure 5-16 Sugarloaf Shores under
development in the late 1950s,

eration which naturally had huge drag lines for exca-
vation of overburden and coal. Houses were first con-
structed in sections A and B, then a post office and
telephone lines. Sugar Loaf Shores Rural Branch of
Key West was authorized to begin service August 1,
1958. By 1961 the new Sugar Loaf Lodge was built
near the former Perky Lodge. In 1968 residents had
to take a hard stand by submitting a four-page peti-
tion to pave the roads to their residences.

Dry Tortugas

Lying approximately seventy miles to the
west of Key West is a small cluster of low
islands known as the Dry Tortugas. One of
these islands—Garden Key—was selected &
by the U.S. Army in 1846 as the site of a [
major coastal defense fortification known
as Fort Jefferson. The fort and its postal
history were discussed in Part 2 of this se-
ries in the October-November 2002 issue
of La Posta (Whole Number 197). Fort
Jefferson gained some degree of promi-
nence duning the Civil War, but it was aban-
doned by the army in 1874 and the site re-
mained unoccupied for nearly three de-

Figure 5-17 Sugar Loaf Shores Rural Branch postmark on
philatelic favor cover 1956. [PMCC Collection]

authorized in late 1899 and began operating under
the name Tortugas on December 1, 1899, This office
continued to function until the island was converted
to a wildlife refuge to protect the sooty termn rookery
from egg collectors. President Franklin D. Roosevelt
proclaimed Fort Jefferson National Monument in
1935. The Monument was redesignated on October
25, 1992 as Dry Tortugas National Park to protect
both historical and natural features,

Summary

Thus concludes our tale of the post offices of the
Florida Keys. Beginning with the 1829 establishment
of Key West, residents of the Keys have had at least

cades. In 1898 the Department of the Navy
became interested in Garden Key and be-
gan building a coaling station adjacent to
the old fort (figure 5-18). A post office was

Figure 5-18 Fort Jefferson dominates Garden Key but the ruins of the
Spanish-American war era coaling station may be seen on this 1962
aerial {arrow) at upper right.
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rudimentary local
postal service for 175
years. Table 5-1 lists
all of the independent
post offices that have
served the Keys thus
far.

The Keys have expe-
~ienced an impressive
growth in popular-
ity—both as a winter
tourist destination and
a site for year round
residence—over the
past four decades.
Some long-term resi-
dents fear that the is-
lands are in danger of
being “loved to death”,
but, as of this writing,
growth and develop-
ment continue apace
throughout most of the
island chain.

| Figure 5-19 Registered
cover postmarked Tortugas,
Florida, Nov 16, 1901.

| [Courtesy of Deane Briggs]

Post Office Island Established | Discontinued | Notes
Aiken Key Largo 18/12/1895 5/5/1900
Big Pine Big Pine Key 9/2/1915 31/1/1935
Cayo Largo Key Largo 14/6/1870 10/10/1871
Chase Sugarioaf Key 24/12/1912 15/11/1918
Craig Craig (Key) 25/2/1933 31/8/1944
1/411946 1963 Winter Only PO
Cramlyn Long Key 12/8/1908 30/6/1914
Fort Jefferson Dry Tortugas 28/10/1861 27/10/1868
Indian Key Indian Key 21/5/1833 21/9/1880 Intermittently
Islamorada Islamorada 1/6/1908 Operating
Jewfish Key Largo 8/2/1912 31/5/1921 To Key Largo
Key Largo Key Largo 1/6/1921 15/3/1936 Was Jewfish
1/6/1952 Operating Was Rock Harbor
Key West Key West 18/2/1829 Operating
Knights Key Vaca Key 13/4/1907 30/1/1912
Largo Key Largo 1/3/1884 2/7/1885 Intermittently
Long Key Long Key 20/12/1908 29/2/1936
Marathon Vaca Key 23/2/1908 Operating Out 1923-1927
Perky Sugarloaf Key 4/2/1929 30/6/1942
Pigeon Key Pigeon Key 9/4/1923 5/9/1933
Pirates Cove Sugarloaf Key 12/5/1930 31/3/1943
Planter Key Largo 23/12/1891 18/10/1903
Ramrod Key Ramrod Key 31/5M1917 30/8/1951
Rock Harbor Key Largo 7/1/19186 1/6/19562 To Key Largo
Sumerland Key | Summerland Key | 1/9/1951 30/9/1958 To Rural Station
Tavernier Key Largo 9/3/1911 Operating Cut 1911-1916
Tortugas Dry Tortugas 1/12/1899 30/11/1907

Table 5-1 Independent post offices of the Florida Keys (Rural Stations and branches not
included)
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Resourcefulness or Impropriety?
Diplomatic Mail from Peking - 1900

By Michael Dattolico

In 1900, the foreign legation district in Peking was a
self-contained area ensconced within the Tartar City
section of the city. Covering an area three-quarters of
a square mile, it featured tree-lined boulevards and
manicured gardens. Shops sold European delicacies,
and several banks handled the finances of the diplo-
matic community. Visitors could stay at the Hotel de
Pekin, managed by Swiss businessman Auguste
Chamot. There was a chapel and numerous churches.
A club, stables, tennis lawn, bowling alley, theater
and a bicycle track were available for relaxation.

Two post offices were located within the legation
quarter. One, a branch of the Chinese Imperial Post
Office, was adjacent to the Imperial Maritime Cus-
toms building northeast of the French legation. The
other was the Russian post office, situated between
the American Legation and the Russo-Chinese Bank
directly south of the Russian legation (figure I).

The U.S. minister to China, Edwin Conger, presided
over the American legation. He was assisted by first
secretary, Herbert Squires and second secretary, Wil-

liam Bainbridge. Born in Illinois, Conger settled in
[owa after the Civil War and made his fortune in farm-
ing and banking. A Republican and personal friend of
William McKinley, Conger assumed diplomatic com-
mand at Peking in 1898 and oversaw the American
legation during the rebel siege (figures 2 and 3).

Squires was a Massachusetts native, scion of a wealthy
family and former professional soldier. His wife,
Harriet, was a granddaughter of John Jacob Astor.

William Bainbridge, a Wisconsin native, also forged
his professional life in Iowa. After graduating from
the University of Wisconsin and the university’s Col-
lege of Law in 1889, Bainbridge practiced law in
Council Bluffs, Iowa from 1890 to 1898. He vigor-
ously campaigned for McKinley throughout western
Towa in 1896. After McKinley’s victory, Bainbridge
applied for an appointment to the diplomatic corps,
with special interest in the consular vacancy at
Kanagawa, Japan. Conger, however, pressed for the
lawyer’s assignment to his staff at Peking. Bainbridge,
his wife Mary and their children arrived there in late
1898.

s ™

Cion Court

Bosrd

of
Civit Affairs

Prince Su
(The Fu)

1 Wmbeck's Hotel and Store 4 Spanish Legation J 1

2 Russian Post Office § Hotel de Péidn 1

3 Kierul's 8 imperial Bank of China !'
. 1t
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Figure 1. Map of the legation section of Peking. Note the locations of the two post offices(arrows). The American
embassy is situated west of the Jade Canal near the south section of the Tartar Wall.
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It is the white square building shown at upper left.
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Figure 2 Photo of the U.S. legation taken from atop the Tartar Wall.

indicium in place of stamps. The letter was
not mailed from China as an individual
piece of mail. After it was prepared for
mailing, it was placed inside a larger pack-
age that was sent from Peking. Displayed
as figure 5, the letter confirms that the
parcel’s destination was Washington, D.C.,
and at least two pieces of silk were en-
closed. A transcribed text of the letter is
shown as figure 6. The recipient of the pack-
age put the enclosed letter in the Washing-
ton mails on Monday, January 21, 1901. 1t
was received at Mifflin, Wisconsin on Janu-

ary 24th (figure 7).

When William Bainbridge wrote the letter
to his niece on December 8, 1900, the postal
situation for Americans in Peking was un-
certain. North China was in the grip of a
severe winter. Taku harbor was frozen; ice
prohibited ships from landing and receiv-
ing supplies, including mail. With no alter-
nate landing site, the military postal stations
struggled to send or receive mail.

IR W

>

To avert a crisis, General Adna Chaffee
arranged for the Chinese Imperial Post Of-
fice to handle American mail. Incoming
U.S. mail was directed from Nagasaki, Ja-
pan to Shanghai where the Chinese post
office took charge, promising two mail de-
liveries to north China each week. Chaffee
insisted that the U.S. consulates in the area,
especially Chefoo, be given special atten-
tion, a condition which Chinese postal of-
ficials eagerly accepted. The Imperial post
office saw it as an opportunity to vindicate
itself after accusations of cable mismanage-

barricades constructed during the fighting.

Bainbridge was a prolific writer. He kept a detailed
diary which chronicled daily events during the siege,
and he was a faithful correspondent with friends and
relatives in the United States. At least one of his let-
ters survives and is presented here for study.

Figure 4 features a legation envelope addressed by
Bainbridge to his niece, Ethel, of Mifflin, Wisconsin.
The letter was written on matching stationery. It was
prepared for mailing with an official Department of
State

Figure 3 Picture of the American legation featuring one of the brick

ment were lodged by John Fowler, U.S.
consul at Chefoo. To quell Fowler’s criti-
cism and restore its reputation, the Chinese
post office made every effort to provide stel-
lar service to the diplomatic posts. The Imperial post
office’s solicitous attitude may have prompted some
officials to take advantage of the situation by sending
home personal items marked as diplomatic mail.

Some postal historians might regard such actions as
resourceful, while others view them as grossly im-
proper. One wonders if William Bainbridge used his
position as second secretary to mark his parcel as dip-
lomatic property to expedite its delivery?
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PEKIN, CHI

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Py
NA,

SR <

Figure 4 Official legation envelope used by William Bainbridge which carried a letter to his niece, Ethel.
The Department of State indicium was applied to the cover in place of U.S. postage. Note the “$3300" is
missing from the 'Penalty for private use’ line. Back of legation cover shows a Mifflin, Wisconsin receiving
marking which verifies delivery,.
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LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
PEKIN, CHINA

December 8, 1900

My dear Ethel:

I am afraid you will think I have been a long time answering your very kind
letter, but since the siege I have been quite busy. I am always glad to hear from you
and greatly enjoy your letters

I am sending you by this mail a little package addressed to your father. It
contains a piece of blue silk for you and a piece of pink for May. 1 suppose you will
be able to make some use of it. You will however have to pay the expressage from
Washington.

I presume you gave us up during the summer if you kept track of the daily
papers. We certainly did have a hard-time and I often thought we would not live to
see another day. We were being shot at with rifles and cannon for two months and
suffered great privations. We had to eat our ponies and mules and had a little rice
each day. If the foreign troops had not come when they did, we could not have held
out much longer. But we now have a guard of fifteen hundred boys in blue with
plenty of cannon and are not worrying. 5till I would greatly like to have a leave of
absence and make a visit home. I have asked the Department of State for a leave for
next vear but do not yet know whether or not it will be granied. If I can come home,
1 shall certainly come to Wisconsin to see you.

We were all very glad to learn of the President’s reelection. I suppose you had
quite lively times in old Mifflin. I do not yet know whether my friend Mr.
LaFollette was elected governor of Wisconsin. I hope he was. Mr. LaFollette was
very kind to me while I was in Madison.

Give my love to all the folks and to my friends in Mifflin and round about.

Your affectionate uncle,

W. E. Bainbridge

Figure 5 Letter to Ethel Bainbridge written

on U.S. legation stationery.

Figure 6 Transcribed text of Bainbridge § letter to his niece.
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LEGATION OF'THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
PEKIM, CHINA,

Possession of rich Chinese
silks and questions about
how he acquired them
might have been a worry
for Bainbridge, too. One
National Archives histo-
rian with whom T spoke
confirmed that looting
was rampant in Peking in
1900 and may have influ-
enced the manner in
which Bainbridge sent
them home. Theft of
China’s treasures was not
confined to military per-
sonnel. The diplomatic
community proved to be
adept at appropriating and
shipping valuable Chinese

Figure 7 Legation envelope used for private mailing on September 20, 1900. It was
processed at the military postal station in Peking on the first day of operation. It is
shown here for comparative purposes. If William Bainbridge had mailed his letter
properly as unofficial personal mail, it would have looked similar to this envelope. It
should be noted that stamps were not available in Peking for several weeks after the
MPO's opening; hence the postage due marking. Due to postal disruptions in
November and December, 1900, stamps may have been in short supply at the postal

Avoidance of postal snags in the United States was
undoubtedly a concern for Bainbridge. Having marked
the envelope as official business, he obviously wanted
to make sure that Ethel’s letter passed post office scru-
tiny. That might explain why the indicium was al-
tered so that the “$300” in the ‘penalty for private
use’ line was excluded. It is clear that the $300 was
not erased, since the envelope shows no evidence of
smearing. The $300 was cither cut off or obliterated
before ink was applied. In any case, the official De-
partment of State marking was accepted in lieu of
stamps, and no postage duc penalties were assessed.

The outer wrapping of the package has not survived,
so the recipient’s identity cannot be verified. But
Bainbridge certainly had many friends in Washing-
ton; the entire lowa congressional delegation endorsed
his appointment to the diplomatic corps. But quite
likely, it was someone closer. Bainbridge’s diplomatic
corps application indicated that he had four brothers.
Further investigation revealed that one worked at the
Department of the Interior in Washington during the
same period. It was probably he who opened the par-
cel and mailed the letter to Ethel.

items.

U.S. first secretary
Herbert Squires conceded
that accusations of looting
cost him at least one dip-
lomatic promotion and
kept him out of consider-
ation for the governorship of New York. Furs and silks
were especially popular among the western diplomats.
Squires was known to have acquired many pieces;
Bainbridge may have purloined the silks from him.

Long lives and good fortune did not follow the Ameri-
can officials at the Peking legation after the Boxer
Rebellion. Edwin Conger remained in Peking until
1905. He died two years later. Herbert Squires later
served as U.S. minister to Cuba and Peru. He died in
1911 in his early 50s.

William Bainbridge remained at the Peking legation
until early 1903. He later served at the U.S. legation
in Caracas, Venezuela until 1906. Bainbridge died in
Paris in 1909 at age 48. His wife, Mary, described the
cause of his death as “overwork,” claiming that her
husband never fully recovered from the rigors of ser-
vice in Peking.
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Texas Post Office Buildings

By Michael M. Ludeman
Part 3
Classic Post Office Buildings

We noted earlier that there were also a number of en-
tries in the FDR that represented post office build-
ings that had been placed into service prior to the end
of World War I1. For convenience, all buildings with
an occupied date prior to December 1945 were in-
cluded in this group. There were very few buildings
placed into service during wartime, most likely only
those whose construction had begun prior to the at-
tack on Pearl Harbor.

There were 110 of these buildings identified in the
FDR with those dating from 1911 into the mid 1930s
primarily being rather massive structures built of gran-
ite and limestone, and those from 1936 onward being
relatively large brick structures. The oldest of these
buildings which are still in service are at Corsicana,
in Navarro County, and Denison, in Grayson County,
both of which date from 1911. Another 16 of these
buildings were placed into operation prior to 1920.

All of these buildings were reported as owned, and
70 were located in the county seat. By the time of this
study, only 72 of these 110 buildings were still being
used as the main post office for their community. In
eight of these cities, the buildings remained in use as
a classified station. The Waco Downtown station was
the most recent of these to be closed, finally being
retired from service in 2000.

Some of these buildings have been listed with the
National Park Service oh their National Register of
Historic Places, including those at El Paso (now
Downtown Station), Pampa (see figure 49 below),
Stamford (see figure P39 below), Fort Worth (now
Downtown Station), and Brenham. Another dozen
Texas towns have their entire downtown district reg-
istered as a historic district, and it is assumed that
many of these areas also include the main post office.
The USPS actively encourages the listing of these
buildings and prepared a report in 1982 which de-
scribed the USPOD building program between 1900
and 1940 to assist local groups when discussing the
history of their building[15].

© 2004 by Michael M. Ludeman

Figure P37 Post Office at Abilene, Texas (Federal
Building).

A few of these post offices were housed in buildings
which were a combination of a Post Office and other
Federal offices, usually the Federal Court House. The
post office at Abilene (Taylor, O, 1936, C) is one of
these and shown in figure P37. Another building of
this type was the earlier Dallas Federal Building and
Post Office shown later in figure P58, which is now
the Dallas Downtown Station. Other post office build-
ings in this classic architectural style include the pre-
vious post office at Mineral Wells (Palo Pinto, O,
1911-1961, F) which is shown in figure P38, and is

Figure P38 Discontinued Post Office building at
Mineral Wells, Texas

now a local museum; the post office at Stamford
(Jones, O, 1918, H) shown in figure P39; and
Plainview (Hale, O, 1933, E) which presents a dis-
tinctive Spanish or Mediterranean style as shown in
Sigure P40.
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Figure P39 Post Office at Stamford, Texas Figure P42 Post Office at Vernon, Texas

Figure P40 Post Office at Plainview, Texas Figure P43 Post Office at Bowie, Texas

Next are shown the post office from Breckenridge
(Stephens, O, 1935, F) in figure P47; Vernon

3 . S A
£

Figure P44 Post Office at Dalhart, Texas

Several brick buildings trom the end of the 1930s are
shown in figure P45, Shamrock (Wheeler, O, 1936,
(Wilbarger, O, 1919, F) in figure P42; and Bowic  H); figure P46, which is at Anson (Jones, O, 1939,
(Montague, O, 1935, F) in figure P43. The post of- H); and Wellington (Collingsworth, O, 1939, H) (fig-
fice at Dalhart (Dallam, O, 1935, F}is shown in fig-  wre P47). The final photograph in this section is an
ure P44, and is a distinctive Mexican adobe building.

Figure P41 Post Office ar Breckenridge, Texas
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Figure P45 Post Office at Shamrock, Texas

Figure P46 Post Office at Anson, Texas

Figure P47 Post Office at Wellington, Texas

old post office building in Borger (Hutchinson, O, ?-
1978, F) which appears to also date from this period
(figure P48).

Texas

The Pampa, Texas Post Office
Building

Before leaving this section on classic post office build-
ings, it may be of interest to take a look at one spe-
cific building in detail. The following narrative de-
scription could have been prepared for many of these
towns with classic buildings; the only thing special
about Pampa and its post office is that the author grew
up there, and this information was readily available.
The following narrative was extracted tfrom a pam-
phlet prepared by the Gray County Historical Com-
mission on the occasion of the 80th anniversary of
the county in 1982 [19].

The town of Pampa is located in Gray county, which is in
the northeast portion of the Texas Panhandle. The town
was established in 1887, and the post office opened in 1892,
The primary business activity around Pampa was farming
and ranching. Pampa became a 3rd class post office in
1913 [20]. At the end of 1925, the population was still
under t.000 pecople, and postal receipts for that year were
about $ 20,000. However, oil and gas were discovered in
the immediate arca during 1926, and “boom town™ growth
followed.

By the end of 1926, the population had soared to over
10,000 persons, and postal receipts for the year had in-
creased o $ 127.671.45. The post office was quickly pro-
moled to a 2nd class post office on January 1, 1927, and
then to Ist class on January 1, 1928,

A new home was needed for the post office in this rapidly
growing community.

The Pampa post office was built with Works Progress Ad-
ministration (WPA) funds during the depression years of
the 1930’s. The total cost of $165,000 included the lot
(which cost $25,000) but not the furniture. The original
allotment of the Treasury Department was $80.000. but
later boosted to $160,000 by Congressman Marvin Jones.
For economy’'s sake, however, the boost was cut 10%. The
Post Office was erected on a lot 140" x 125", The size of
the building is 120" wide and 95" deep. There is 46° of
smokestack and 59° of flagpole.

27
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The cornerstone was laid in June, 1933 with U.S. Con-
gressman Marvin Jones as chief speaker at the ceremony.
Contractor was the Stibbard Construction Co., and the ar-
chitecis were DeWitt & Washburn of Dallas and T. P.
Lippincott of Philadelphia, Pa. Superintendent in charge
of building was W. R. Walker of Detroit, who was on the
job the entire time ... W. H. Wettlaufer, President of the
Stibbard Construction Co. spent three months in Pampa
during the construction.

The architecture of the Post Office could be called
‘Pampan’ because of the personality of the building in gen-
eral and in detail. The limestone carvings on the outside
walls just below the edge of the roof tell the economic
history of this community. There are figures of the plow,
shock of wheat, an oil derrick, and honeybee hive on lime-
stone shields. The decorations are on three sides of the
building. The figures are symbolic of a maxim proclaimed
by Mirabeau B. Lamar, President of the Republic of Texas
that ‘Civilization begins and ends with the plow.” After
the plow came the wheat, then the oil wells. The bee hive
signifies prosperity and contentment.

After the steel frame was put in place, steel rails were placed
on top of the frame, The flanges of the rails were used to
support semi-rigid insulation boards 1/2” thick. On top of
the insulation boards and between the rails was poured
gypsum to a thickness of 2 1/2”. Tile and supports were
then nailed on with copper nails directly into the gypsum
slab. Tile was known as pan-and-cover-barrel tile made of
hard burned clay. This type roof possesses greater insula-
tion properties and requires less massive support than con-
crete. It is also fireproof, yet soft enough to nail into.
Counters at all the windows in the lobby behind which the
clerks serve the public are of wood core covered with cor-
rosion resisting steel of the type used by the government
on battleships. The wall enclosing the 4662 sq. ft. work-
room is 19 inches thick.

The most elaborate part of the entire building is the lobby
and vestibule, which occupy approximately 1/3 of the to-
tal floor space, or 2356 sq. ft. The 22 1/2 foot ceiling is
divided into five major divisions, and these are subdivided
into smaller divisions by false beams. There are 28 small
panels. The beams and flat surfaces are decorated with
designs, strippings, and stencils with a number of motifs
suggesting Spanish, Navaho, Aztec and Egyptian. The de-
signs are in green, gold, red, blue, and buff. From 6 to 10
workmen labored for 2 months on portable scaffoids and
used about $800 worth of 23 carat guid leaf and paint on
the ceiling.

The first floor contains three office rooms for the Post-
master, Asst. Postmaster, and the Post Office Inspector. It
also has a lobby, workroom, mailing vestibule and plat-
forms, money order room, and rest rooms. Floors on the
first floor are built of unit blocks and of quarter sawed oak
and maple; the former containing 4 pieces and the latter 6
pieces. The lobby and rest rooms have marble floors.

The floors in the offices and store rooms of the basement
are of cement, The basement contains 4 office rooms. ...
In addition, it contains a ‘swing’ room or recreation hall
for postal employecs, 7 store rooms. 1 fuel room, a boiler
room, making a total of 14 rooms with conneeting corri-
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Figure P49 Post Office at Pampa, Texas

dors. The basement is absolutely waterproof. ... The mem-
brane water-proofing is wrapped around the basement be-
low the floor and outside the walls and continuous at all
points below the ground level. Rest rooms are necessarily
on the first floor for the reason that the sewer system of
the business district is too shallow to permit natural flow
from the basement level. The women'’s rest room is built
entirely of black and white marble; the men’s rest room is
constructed of gray marble.

All main stair-steps inside the building are of marble. The
basement corridor is of red tile. The stairway balustrade is
of hand hammered wrought iron and bronze. There are 2
vaults: one in the finance section and one in the office of
the Asst. Postmaster. On a key-board, there are 380 keys
to lock boxes and to doors in the building. Boxes with
keys replace previous boxes equipped with dials and the
combination lock system.

The lookout system comprises 50 lineal feet in the base-
ment and 175 lineal feet on the first floor; all connected. It
has no lights and the inside of the lookout, which is an
enclosed corridor, is painted black. The floor is of cork to
deaden the sound of footsteps. The lookout corridor is
equipped with ventilators and peep-holes in the walls and
floors. It can be entered at numerous points in the building
and the Inspector can not be observed doing so. It is used
by the Post Office Inspectors to observe the workings of
the personnel.

[Author’s note: There is also an exterior door on the
east side of the building. |

The lookout system is keyed to conform to a special sys-
tem which permits any postal inspector to enter any post
office lookout in any building in the United States. An
inspector, by using the peep-holes, can watch the work of
Post Office employees. The lookout system is located
above and at the front of the workroom where the clerks
put up the mail, and at the sides of the room in the base-
ment where employees spend oft hours. It would be im-
possible for a clerk to hide anywhere in the building and
escape the eye of an inspector,

Of course, the purpose of the lookout system is to stop any
pilfering of the mails. ... All of the better post offices are
equipped with lookout systems.
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The new Pampa Post Office building was occupied  One could possibly draw several conclusions from
on June 25, 1934, and the formal dedication ceremony  these observations. The reliance on owned buildings
was held on Wednesday, August 8, 1934. Naturally, = might be the result of location, as it may be more cost
Congressman Marvin Jones gave the Dedication Ad-  effective to own buildings rather than to lease them
dress. He was accompanied by a representative of the in these larger cities, something which was also ob-
U.S. Post Office Department, Mr. F. L. Clampitt. The  served with main post offices. Further, since these
Postmaster at Pampa during this time was David E.  units are in metropolitan areas, the USPS has more
Cecil, who served between June 12, 1931 and June assurance that the unit will continue to be needed to
19, 1936, provide service to postal customers, and not subject
to the unit being closed because of declining popula-
tion. The predominance of leased buildings in the
older, replaced building group may simply be a re-
flection of the trend or the move from leased to owned
buildings.

A recent photograph of the Pampa Post Office is
shown in figure P49. The architectural style shows a
definite Spanish or Southwestern influence, as was
seen in several other classic post offices of this era.

Classified Stations and Branches As was done with the main post offices, the distribu-

This section looks at the buildings which are being  tion of the dates on which the buildings for these clas-
used to house classitied stations and branches. Un- sified units were placed into service was tabulated.
like the independent main post offices, these classi-  This data is presented in table 10, and is grouped by
fied units are concentrated in the larger cities of the five year intervals. However, unlike the data for main
state, with roughly two thirds found in the four larg-  post offices, which reflected the replacement practice

est metropolitan areas: Houston, Dallas, San Anto-  during a period between 1960 and 2002 when the
nio, and Fort Worth [21]. At the present time, there  absolute number of post offices was declining, there
are 333 active classified units in operation. Thenum-  has been a steady growth in the number of new clas-

ber of this type of postal fac]l]fy has grown Steadﬂy sified units during this same period. Whereas all build-
during the 20th century, increasing from 42 in 1925 ngS pIﬁCBd into service as main post offices were re-
[22] to 149 in 1958 [23], the last year for which the ~ placing existing buildings, only a portion of these new
author has been able to locate an “official” count. buildings for classified units were replacements. In

fact, there was an increase of 186 new classified units

The FDR was examined to locate data about the build- between 1958 and 2002, which would account for at

ings which housed these classified units. Because of
missing records (several units were not present), and
incomplete dates, valid data

was available for only 325 of LBIERTY

these currently active units. In TEXAS CLASSIFIED STATION AND BRANCH BUILDINGS
contrast to the results observed FREQUENCY BY YEAR PLACED IN OPERATION

for independent post offices,

g, - Tolal Totai Owned Owned Leased Leased
the majority of these classified Year Placed inl Total Owned Leased | Buildings | Buildings | Buildings [ Buildings
units are located in owned Service Buildings | Butldings { Buildings | Active | Replaced [ Active | Replaced

ol .
bulld?ngs (205, or-63lﬁa), rather oG 2 BT o A " . i ) A
than in leased buildings (120, 1995 - 1999 47 36 1 36 0 il 0
or 37%). In addition to these 1990 - 1994 28 i3 E 15 0 i 2
: : 1985 - 1989 81 60 21 60 0 2 [
325 active units, .d.ata was el 5 ” " 5 ' . v
present for an additional 29 1975 - 1979 33 25 8 25 0 6 2
buildings which had once 1970 - 1974 31 13 18 i3 0 16 2
h d W 1965 - 1969 37 1 2% 10 [ t8 8
SEsEh & GRS ST T 1960 - 1964 28 4 24 4 0 20 4
were then replaced by a newer 1955 - 1959 9 1 8 1 ¢ 5 3
building. Only two of these el = Ve t - 2 2 0 0 2
. . 1945 - 1949 ) 0 0 0 0 0 0
previously used buildings had 1040 . 1944 e 5 . p 0 = 5
been owned; the remaining 27 1935 - 1939 ] ] 0 0 i 0 0

had been leased by the USPS. = ; =
Totl 354 367 T47 205

)
ol
=
jen]
-~
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tigure 4

TEXAS CLASSIFIED UNIT BUILDINGS
NUMBER PLACED IN OPERATION EACH YEAR
(1950 - 2001)
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least 186 of the 354 buildings put into service, and
the remaining 168 buildings would represent ihe re-
placement of a building for an existing classified unit.
Ovwer tiis 42 year period, we can see that there was an
average of slightly fewer than four buildings a year
acquired for replacement purposes, while slightly
more than four buildings were used to house newly
established classified stations and branches.

This dara is also presented in figure 4. In this bar graph,
the tuildings are showi as: (black), leased active
(whitey, and the leased replaced buildings (gray).

A second tabulation was made to look at the various
operational lives of the different categories of these
buildings. This data is presented in tfuble 11 and is
sunimarized mn five year miervals. The average and
acwual operationa! life for these building categories
was also compuied. If we compare some of these com-
puted operational hfe figures with those in tuble 4,
we see that for these classified units, the average op-

erational lite for all buildings is 20.97 years compared
to 24.20 vears for buildings that were used as main
post oftices. This is probably not significant since we
have so few data samples for buildings that have
served their full cperational life here; most are still in
use. It is interesting to note that buildings leased for
classified units have a slightly longer average opera-
tional life, 25.12 years versus 23.10 years for post
offices, and the owned buildings have a much shorter
operational lite. 18.53 years versus 26.88 years for
post offices. With 63% of these buildings being owned
rather than leased, 1t would have been more intuitive
if the operational life for these leased and owned build-
ings would have been reversed, since one expects an
owned building to be used for a longer period of time.

Next in figure 3, we present the bar graph with the
operational life for the various categories of build-
ings used for classified units: owned active (black),
leased active (white), and leased replaced (gray).
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TEXAS CLASSIFIED STATHON AND BRANCH BUILDINGS
OPERATIONAL LIFE AS OF DECEMBER, 2001
(Through September, 2004:1)

Total Total Owned Owned Leased Leased
Operational Life Total Owned Leased § Buildings | Buildings | Buildings | Buildings
(Ycars) Buildings | Buildings | Ruildings | Active | Replaced | Active | Replaced
-3 53 41 12 41 0 12 0
6 - 10 24 14 10 14 0 7 3
I - 15 65 45 20 43 0 19 ]
16 - 20 58 39 19 39 0 14 5
21 - 23 24 18 o 18 0 [4 0
26 - 30 38 24 14 23 I 9 3
31 - 35 41 9 32 9 0 ) 5
36 - 40 24 6 18 6 0 15 3
4l - 45 18 3 15 3 0 1o 5
46 - 30 3 o 1 2 0 1 0
S1 - 55 0 0 0 0 1] 0 U]
56 - 60 S| 5 1} 5 Y] 0 (]
61 - 65 1 1 1} ( | 0 Y
Totals 354 207 147 205 2 120 27
Average (in years)
Operational
Life 2097 18,53 25.12 18.26 46 24.4% 28
For all Active For all Replaced
Buildings: 20.56 years Buildings:  29.24 vears

These buildings used for classified units appear to
come from three sources: The first consists of build-

ings constructed for the specific
purpose of housing a classified
unit. The second consists of the
purchase or lease of an existing
building where the classified unit
was to be located, and the third
was the conversion of the old
main post office building into a
station (usually named Down-
town Station) when a new main
post office building was con-
structed outside of the downtown
area. Reference was found for 18
classified stations that appeared
to have previously been the main
post office, with “conversion”
dates ranging 1963 to 1990. One
of these, Waco Downtown Sta-
tion, had closed during 2000, but
the others continue to operate to-
day. It certainly makes sense in
the larger communities to con-
struct a new main post nffice out-
side the downtown area where the
land for expansion is more readily

available and less expensive. The conversion cof the
old main post office into a classified station then al-

Figure §
TEXAS CLANSIFIED UNIT BUILDINGS
OPERATIONAL LIFE
{As ol September. 2001)

O Leased Replaced Buildings

3 Leased Active Buildings

B Owned Active Buildings

39 41 43 45

OPERATIONAL LIFE (Yyars)

19 A1 33 55 57 @ 61 63

31
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F ipure Pj:0 South Amarillo Station, Amuariilo, Texas

lows the postal patrons at the heart of the community
to still have a full range of postal services offered in
their immediate area.

Our final group of photographs will show some of
the buildings which house these classified stations and
branches. The first, shown in figure P50, is the Ama-
rillo, South Amarillo Station (Potter, L, 1978). Fig-
ure P31, the Wichita Falls, University Station
(Wichita, L, 1968) is another building in the style

o

Figure P51 University Station, Wichita Falls, Texas

commeon to this period. #i e P52, the Amarillo

Figure P32 Downtown Station, Amarillo, Texas

Downtown Station (Potter, Q, 1978) is a more mod-
ern style building which appears to have been con-
structed for use as a postal facility. The next photo-
graph, shown in figure P53, shows the Grapevine,

Figure P33 South Lake Branch, Grapevine, Texas

Southlake Branch (Tarrant, L , 1992- 2000) building.
which is our old friend, the same building seen ear-
lier with the end gables and seven porch sections
across the front. Another large building constructed
for use as a classified branch is the Lewisville, Flower
Mound Branch (Denton, O, 1996) which is shown in
Jigure P54,

v e e =
# e s wiz » @* : i

Figure P54 Flower Mound Branch, Lewisville, Texas

The last three buildings in this group show classified
units in buildings which were probably constructed
for other purposes. then adapted for use as a postal
facility. Figure P55 shows the Amarillo, North Ama-
rillo Station (Potter, L, 1960}, and figure P56 shows
the Amarillo, Jordar Station (Potter, (), ?), both of
which appear to be part of a strip shopping center.
The final one, figure P57, shows the Irving, Carl
Range Carrier Annex (Dallas, O, 1996) which was
originally constructed in the early 1990s as a Food
[ior Supermarket. The FDR contained several addi-
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Figure P56 Jordan Station, Amarillo, Texas

A LT ena B =
Figure P57 Carl Range Carrier Annex, lrving, Texas

tional entries where the USPS had apparently planned
to acquire a number of these buildings from Food Lion
after they decided that the grocery business was too
competitive for them in Texas, but this is the only
facility that could be located where a station was ac-
tually established.

The next two figures show main post office buildings
which have been converted into stations. Figure P58
shows the present Dallas Downtown Station (Dallas,
0, 1930), which served as the main post office be-
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Figure P58 Downtown Station, Dallas, Texas

tween 1930 and 1978. Figure P59 shows the Irving
Downtown Station (Dallas, L, 1959) which served as
the main post office between 1959 and 1973, when it
was moved to its new location at the old J. C. Penney’s
department store in a local shopping center (See Fig-
ure P13).

et

Figure P59 Downtown Station, Irving, Texas

Summary and Conclusions

This ends our tour of the various post office buildings
used in Texas. We have looked at both the old and the
new, the good, the bad, and the ugly; yet we have
really only scratched the surface when it comes to the
variety of buildings used for post offices. The author
hopes you enjoyed the trip.

This article presents a systematic look at the types
and styles of buildings which the USPS uses to house
their postal facilities, and empirically derives some
of the factors which are likely used to replace build-
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ings as they grow older and are no longer appropriate
for their intended use. It should be pointed out that
what may appear true for Texas may not be true in
other regions of the country. One correspondent dur-
ing the development phase of this article observed
that in the northeast and midwest part of the United
States, it was not uncommon to have many post of-
fice buildings which were 100 to 150 years old, and
under such circumstances, it is easy to see that re-
placement patterns might be quite different.

The article also introduces a new resource for the study
of these buildings, the USPS Facilities Database,
which is described in Appendix A. The author hopes
that other nestal histeriars will be able to take advan-
tage of this resource, and use it to examine and report
on the buildings found in their area of interest.

As a final note, for those readers who still associate
Texas with the “Frontier” and the “Wild West” I will
close with a photograph of the “early” post office
shown in figure P6f). This “covered wagon” was used
by the Lubbock post office to serve as a temporary
station at the National Cowboy Symposium held in
Lubbock in September 1996. Unfortunately, the au-
thor was unable to locate one of the special event cov-
ers from the Symposium, which had a special picto-
rial cancellation that honored the 100th anniversary
of the Rural Frec Delivery System.

14

Figure P60 Covered Wagon used as tempoiary station;
National Cowboy Svmposium, Lubbock, Texas
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APPENDIX A: THE FACILITIES
DATABASE

The USPS facilities office database (FMSWIN) is a
computer based filing system which is designed to
store data about each individual piece of real estate
which is owned or leased by the USPS. While the
bulk of the information deals with properties that are
used either as post offices or classified stations or
branches, it also contains records about other types
of properties: administrative offices, vehicle mainte-
nance facilities, parking lots, and unmanned service
units like Self Service Postal Centers (SSPC), De-
tached Post Office Box Units (DPOBU), and the like,
Because it is a working database, it contains records
for more than just those facilities currently in use; it
also includes some records for obsolete facilities and
some for planned facilities.

The present version of this database includes records
for nearly all real estate which was in use or planned
as of about 1988 plus information on transactions since
that date. The USPS Facilities Office has a number of
standard reports which are suitable for looking at sev-
eral different types of records in this database, As
noted in the body of the article, however, [ found them
awkward to use, and with the aid of the Facilities
Office, was able to have a specialized report created
to summarize the information which was used to pre-
pare the article. The point of contact for information
about this database, or requesting a copy of state data
from this database is:

Ms. Jenny Herndon
Facilities Program Support
USPS/Facilities Dept

4301 Wilson Blvd, Suite 300
Arlington VA 22203 1861
(703) 526 2802

The normal procedure for requesting records from this
database is by means of a Freedom of Information Act
(FOlA) request; the USPS web site at www.usps.com has
information on how to submit an FOIA request; see Hand-
book AS-353.

For those who would like to request their data in the report
format which [ created, you should specify that you want
report “LUDEMANI™. This repert includes the following
data fields:

1. Facility ID. A combination of the USPS Accounting
Office Finance Number for the post office, and a three
character extension that is sequentially assigned to each
new piece of real estate acquired for that office.

2, USPS District. This is a two character code that iden-
tiftes the district in which the post office is located. A “key™
table is required to relate these codes to the actual dis-
tricts.

3. Facility Status Code. Identifies the current status of
the facility, primary cntries include:

a) “A”" = Active. Property still carried on the books.
Not the same as active in the sense that the property is still
in use.

b)  “C” = Cancelled. Property that was once planned,
but those plans were cancelled and property is no longer
under consideration for lease or purchase.

c) “D™ = Disposed. Property which was previously
owned by USPS but since sold.

d) “N” = New. Property in the early stages of being
acquired for use; will eventually be moved to either Ac-
tive status or Cancelled status.

€) “T” = Terminated. Property which was previously
leased by USPS but the lease has  ¢xpired or been can-
celled. Property is no longer carried on the books.

4. Ownership Code.
a)*“L” = property under Lease,
b)*“0” = property owned by USPS.

c}*M™ = preperty owned by military, i.e., post oftice
or branch on military base.

d)“F” = property owned by somc other federal ageney
which houses a post office.

5. Facility Type. There are about 30 of these, the main
types of interest are:

a)“M” = Main post office

b)*“S” = Classified Station

¢}*B” = Classificd Branch

d)“F” = Finance Unit

€)“IN” = Carrier Annex

f) “P” = Processing & Distribution Center or Facility.

6. County. The county where the facility was located
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7. Facility or Unit Name. Usually some form of “Main
Office” or the classified unit name. “Retired” facilities of-
ten have an “Old” appended to the name.

8. Post Office Name. The name of the city where the
post office was located, or the Administrative Office for
all subordinate units.

g, ZIP Code. The ZIP code associated with the physical
location of the facility. While this was generally correct
for main post offices, subordinate offices often had ZIP
codes for the main office or at least one different from the
PMCC Directory entry.

10. Occupied Date. An entry identifying the month and
year that the building was first occupied. This generally
preceded any official opening date, but is useful for esti-
mating an opening date.

11. Initial Lease Datc. The beginning date for the lease on
the property.

12. Lease Terminate Date. The date that the present lease
will be or was terminated.

13. Most Recent Lease Date, The date the present lease
was most recently renewed. Most leases appear to have
been written for terms of twenty (20) years, with an op-
tion to discontinue or renew every five (5) years.

14, Property Acquisition Date. The date the property was
purchased. It is present enly for owned properties. When a
leased property is converted to owned, a new record is
created, but the “Occupied Date” field is generally retained
from the leased record, thus creating what may look like
an impossibility, i.e., the property occupied before it was
owied. A large number of properties have this field left
blank, or with the entry “1901”, which indicates that the
date is unknown.

Errata from Part 1, La Posta Vol. 35,
No. 4 (Aug-Sep 2004):

Title on Figure P14 should read:

"Figure P14 Ponder (Denton, L, 1986, J)
Title on Figure P15 should read:

"Figure P15 Byers (Clay, L, 1987, K)

In Table 2, the headings for Columns 3, 6, and 7
should have read "7/1/year" like column 8 heading,

and not "1/07/year" as shown.

Randy Stehle Mail Bid No. 110
16 Iris Court, San Mateo, CA 94401

Phone: (650) 344-3080
Email: RSTEHLE@)ix.netcom.com

CALIFORNIA

AGUA FRIA, ca’860 STAMPLES MS ON COVER 51 sz EST 5300
ALCATRAZ 1608 G+ 4-BAR ON PPC (74-63).

AUCKLAND, 1912 VG LKU DOANE ON PFC W/SM TEAR (89-12). E $30
BIG SUR, 1845 VG 4-BAR ON PPC EST. §4

BONNY DOGN, 1808 VG DOANE ON PPC (87-30), EST. §12
BURNETT, 1912 F 4-BAR ON PPC (97-28). EST 88

CAHUILLA, 1814 F 4-BAR ON PPC (93/26). EST. 520

CARRVILLE, 1910 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (82/43). EST. 6
CASTROVILLE, 1810 G+ CUPLEX CN PPC. EST 84

10 DEWITT, 1610 VG CDS ON FPC (03- 271 EST §12

11 DOVE, 1840 G LIGHT CDS ON PFC (89-15), EST. §15

12 DUNBARTON, 1907 VG GOANE ON PPG (00-09). EST. §50

13 EAST WILMINGTCN, 1917 VG 4-8AR ON PPC_§12121) EST §12

14 EASTCN. 1815 G+ 4-BAR ON PFC {08-16), EST §15

15 ECCLES, 1907 VG DOANE ON PPC (93-15). EST. §12

16 ECNA, 1908 VG 4-BAR REC'D ON PPC (87-20). EST. §40

17 ELINGR. 1908 VG DOANE REC'D ON PPC (06-14), EST. $18

18 FORT BARRY, 1817 VG 4-BAR ON PRG (11-18). EST, $20

19 GENESFEF, 1911 VG 4-BAR ON PPC ( CAL NOT STRUCK)(BO-dO). 85
20 HALLECK, “908 VG DOANE ON PRC (81-25). EST. §

21 ICELAND, 1908 G+ CDS ON PPC (97-33). EST 38

22 JOLON, 1814 F EKU MOT-1190 ON PRC. EST. $5

23 KING CITY, 1825 F EKU MCT-1340 ON PFC, EST. 85

24  KINGSLEY, 1810 VG LIGHT 4-BAR ON PPC (96-28). EST. $8

25 KLAU, 1810 VG 4-BAR CN PPC (01-24), EST, $12

26 LANFAIR, 1216 F 4-BAR CN PPC (12-27). EST. $15

27 LONETREE, 1910 VG DOANE ON PPC (00-11). EST. §40

28 LUMPKIN, 1913 VG 4-BAR QN PRC (86-18) EST $15

COLORADO

28 BASHOR, 1910 VG 4-BAR REC'D A BIT HI ON PPC (08-1B). EST. §8
30 CASTELAR, 1908 VG DCANE CON PPC (05-12). EST, §40

31 FARR, 18923 V(G 4-BAR CN PPC (07-46). EST. 36

32 GEM. 1812 VG 4-BAR ON PRC (07-13). EST §20

33 NEW FORT LYON, 19C8 VG 4-BAR ON PPC OF SITE (08-08). E. $150
34 OXFORD, 1910 VG 4-BAR REC'D ON PFC {05-54), EST. 35

MONTANA

35 CHIMNEY ROCK, 1908 VG 4-BAR REC'D ON PPC (93-19). EST §15
3€ HOFFMAN, “91C F 4-BAR CN PPC W/BAD CREASE {C0/18). EST §15
37 RETAF, 1813 F 4-BAR ON PPC (10-18). EST $40

38 SEDAN, 1808 F DOANE ON PRC (81-15), EST $20

OREGON

39 BLIND SLOUGH, 1913 G+ 4-BAR ON PPC (10-24). EST §1C

40 GASTON, cat810 TYPE 11F (SCRIBELE ONLY) RFD 2 ON PPC. E. §€
41 MOLALLA, ca1808 TYPE 11F (SCRIEELE ONLY) RFD 1 ON PPC. E 6
42 MULTNOMAH, 1915 F 4-BAR ON PPC (12-40). EST. §6

43  RCNDOWA, 1912 F 4-BAR ON FPC W/SM INK STAIN (09-15). E. §35

SOUTH DAKQOTA

44 BONEITA SPRINGS, 1817 G+ 4-BAR CN CREASED PPC (08/44). E. $8
45 DANTQON, 1910 VG 4-BAR REC'D & O/S ON TONED PFC (09-17) E $8
46 DCOLAND, ca1810 TYPE 11F (SCRIBBLE QONLY} RFD CN FPC E §5
47 LEIR, 1808 F 4-BAR REC'D & 0/S ON PFC (07-11). EST. 330

WASHINGTON

48 COHASSET, 1912 F 4-BAR CN PPC (09-16). EST. $40

49 COLRY, 1908 F DOANE ON PPC (84-54). EST $4

50 CCLLINS, 1812 F DOANE REC'D ON PFPC (00-1R) EST $5
51 ELLISPORT 1813 F 4-BAR ON PPC {12-43), EST 38

52 ETNA, 191C VG DOANE ON PPC {82-18). EST. $12

53 LANTZ 1912 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (04-28). EST §12

WYOMING

54 ALLEN, 1909 F 4-BAR ON PPC (08-24). EST. §12

55 BIG TRAILS, 1812 VG CDS ON PPC (98-42). EST §6

56 CARTER, 1912 VG NON-STO 4-BAR ON PPC (69/67) EST. 34

57 SOUTH SUPERICR, 21978 G+ 4-BAR ON CREASED PPC (13-23) 38
58 SPRINGHILL, 1808 G+ 4-BAR ON FPPC (87-21). EST 312

Railway Post Offices

59  ALIETIN & ALRIA, 1911 VG (770-A-2) ON PPC EST. $6

60 B. PLAINE & SANBORN, 1815 VG (790.1-A-2) ON PPC. EST. $8

61 CLARKS & YAZOO CITY, 1910 OVERINKED G+ (431-B-1) CN PPC. 35
62 DEACWOOD & CHAD, 1910 G+ (836-G-1) ON PPC. EST 38

63 FTWORTH & BIG SPRING, 194 VG {4B3-1-2) CN PPC. EST §8

84 GREELEY & DENV, 1609 G+ (951-Y-1) ON PPC. EST. 35

65 LINWQQOD & SUPERIOR, 1807 VG (943.2-D-2) ON PRC. EST. 6

66 MADISON & CLINTON, 1909 VG {739.3-C-1) ON PPC. EST. $8

67 MAN & CEDAR RAPIDS, 1810 F (773.3-B-1) ON PPC. EST §8

88 MARION & OTTUMWA 1912 VG {801-C-2) ON CREASED PPC. EST. $5
69 MILW. LANC. & GALENA, 1918 F (858-F-2) ON PPC. EST. §6

7C  NO.PLATTE & DENVER, 1908 VG (950-K-2) O/S ON PPC. EST. §6

71 OG & SAN FRAN/FAST MAIL, 1907 G+ (878-0-1) ON PPC EST. §5
72 SEATTLE & SEWARD. 1936 VG (%-14-h) ON PPC, EST. $15

73 SEATTLE & SEWARD/W.W.McVEY, ca1938 VG (X-14-n) CN PPC. $18
74  SEATTLE & SKAGWAY, 1924 F (X-19<c) ON PPC W/SM STAIN. E. $15

WO SN =

Minimum Bid $3.00 please. Phone bids accepted.

CLOSING DATE:
February 16, 2005 (10 PM Pacific)
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THE POSTMASTERS GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES

XV. Samuel D. Hubbard, 1852-1853

Hubbard’s, in effect, was an interim appointment
merely to complete the six months Millard Fillmore
had left in office after his party’s convention nomi-
nated General Winfield Scott for president. Otherwise,
Samuel Dickinson Hubbard had little to commend him
for appointment to a cabinet post over others far bet-
ter prepared for a high office than he.

Hubbard was bom to an old New England family in
Middietown, Connecticut in 1799. He pursued clas-
sical studies at Yale, was admitted to the bar, and prac-
ticed law until 1837 when a large inheritance enabled
him to give up law and invest in manufacturing. He
took advantage of his newfound wealth and prestige
to win election to the Twenty-ninth and Thirtieth Con-
gresses (1845-1849) as a Whig. When not engaged in
political affairs, he devoted his time to his invest-
ments'.

Nothing specific has been found about Hubbard’s
appointment as Postmaster General. N.K. Hall, his
predecessor, would have known him personally from
their membership in the Thirtieth Congress and might
have recommended him to Fillmore. It is possible that
Fillmore, no longer in contention for the presidency,
might have picked him as a concession to the north-
ern or abolitionist wing of the party. Hubbard’s ap-
preciation at the end of his 1852 Annual Report for
Hall’s aid and support suggests their relationship was
an agreeable one of longer standing than just those
few months?.

Hubbard’s tenure was undemanding with a well-en-
trenched staft to handle the day-by-day routine of the
department. The only real challenge he faced was an
act approved the day before he took office that autho-
rized the Postmaster General to contract for a tri-
monthly mail in steam vessels from New Orleans to
Vera Cruz via Tampico®. The bill was introduced by
Senator Soulé of Louisiana on behalf of a constituent
who was named in the original text as the contractor
of choice. Soulé’s ostensible justification was to pro-
mote improvement in the diminishing trade balance
with Mexico following the Mexican War and to com-
pete with British shipping, which he assured the Sen-
ate was monopolizing Mexican commerce, through
better mail service from the United States, that is to
say via New Orleans®. Nothing was said about a route

by Daniel Y. Meschter

inland from Vera Cruz until Soulé, in response to a
suggestion by Senator Underwood of Kentucky that
the steamship line be extended to San Juan del Norte
to connect with the Nicaragua route, admitted that a
route across Mexico was even then under construc-
tion by a contractor who claimed that mail could be
carried from San Francisco to New Orleans via
Acapulco and Vera Cruz, later known as the
Tehuantepec route, in less than fourteen days.

This kind of talk quickly attracted the attention of
Senator Gwin of California for whom anything relat-
ing to the transportation of people, goods, or mail
between California and the States was of paramount
importance. Speaking off the cuff, he reviewed the
existing and potential routes between Mazatlan and
Acapulco on the Pacific side to Vera Cruz on the At-
lantic side and reported that since the Mexican War
the British had been running an express from Vera
Cruz to Mazatlan via the City of Mexico in eight days,
making possible a transit time of sixteen days from
New Orleans to San Diego.

What nobody seemed to remember was that Hawai-
ian missionaries began forwarding mail from Hono-
lulu to the eastern States as early as the 1820s and
continuing until the outbreak of the Mexican War in
1846°. The principal eastbound route was from
Mazatlan or Sam Blas to Vera Cruz and then by pack-
ets operating between Vera Cruz and Stateside ports.
Transit times appear to have ranged from two to six
months. Guaymas to Tampico was a less used route;
the road from Acapulco was too primitive even for
pack trains until after the War.

Hubbard was surprisingly aggressive advertising the
Vera Cruz contract. He received proposals for mail
service by steamship on January 3rd and issued a con-
tract to the Ocean Mail and Inland Company on March
3rd, a few days before he left office, providing for tri-
monthly service although Aaron Brown later reported
that it never ran more frequently than semi-monthly®.
Of'the validity of this contract there could be no doubt
because on that same day Congress appropriated sev-
enty thousand dollars, “For carrying out the contract
entered into by the Post Office Department . . .” for
the mail between New Orleans and Vera Cruz’.

3
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Hubbard also included in his advertisement an invi-
tation for proposals to extend the route to San Fran-
cisco via Acapulco, “for the purpose of obtaining in-
formation,” as he said, presumably data relating to
anticipated transit time and cost. He equivocated by
saying the Dzpartment would await the direction of
Congress as to this part of his invitation for propos-
als. Nevertheless, he issued a contract on February
i5th to Albert C. Ramsey and Edward H. Carmick
for $424,000 per annum for semi-monthly service
from Vera Cruz to San Francisco in thirteen days each
way. However, he muddied this contract by stipulat-
ing it should not become valid until Congress sanc-
tioned it by an appropriation to put it into effect.
Hubbard went even further when, as virtually his last
act in office, he authorized the posimasters at New
Orleans, San Diego, Monterey, and San Francisco to
dispatch mails via the Acapulco and Vera Cruz route
when the line is “open and the contractors are pre-
pared to carry the mail on the terms of their contract;”
but in informing Ramsey & Carmick of this authori-
zation, Hubbard warned them that neither the depart-
ment nor the government would be liable for any of
their expenses in developing the line pending Con-
gressional sanction by appropriating the funds neces-
sary to put the contract into effect®, Of course it never
did. With that, the matter fell to his successor, James
Campbell, to deal with.

Campbeli had no difficulty with the New Orleans to
Vera Cruz line and reported that five semi-monthly
trips were made during April, May, and June 1853
carrying 2,105 letters and 3,317 newspapers produc-
ing $631 in revenue at a cost of $7,750° It appears
that the contractor scheduled only semi-monthly voy-
ages 1o conform 1o the latent overland route.

In the meantime, Campbell received a letter from the
president of the Ocean Mail Company asserting that
the company was the real party of interest in the
Ramsey & Carmick contract and reporting progress
being made to put the Acapulco route into operation.
Campbell clearly took time to obtain legal advice be-
fore he inforimed Ocean Mail’s president that the con-
ditional contract between Hubbard and Ramsey &
Carmick “does not meet with my approbation” on the
grounds he did not consider the route practical for
mail purposes, that the department was already com-
mitted to spending large sums on the Panama route,
and that the restrictions and limitations in the Ramsey
& Carmick contract violated public policy.

A subsequent claim for damages due Ramsey &
Carmick on account of Campbell’s “abrogation” of
their contract joined a growing list of mail route con-
tractors petitioning Congress for “adjustment™ of their
contracts. Ramsey & Carmick or their successors in
interest managed to insert an amendment in the 1857
Post Office Appropriations Act requiring the First
Comptroller of the Treasury to adjust damages due
them on account of the abrogation of their contract to
carry mail on the Vera Cruz, Acapuleo, and San Fran-
cisco route “according to the principles of law, eq-
uity, and justice,” language repeated ad nauseam in
the Chorpenning claim, and the Secretary to pay any
damages he might find out of the Treasury'®. “Ad-
just” here meant a determination of the monetary value
of the damages due — a highly subjective process in
which many high government officials delighted.

The practice of claiming damages arising out of mail
route contracts began at least as early as the Stokes
and Stockton claim for “extra services” that caused
Amos Kendall so much difficulty and they were not
alone. Even the fabulous Ben Holladay eventually
wound up in front of Congress seeking justice that
was largely denied him. In the same Act with Ramsey
& Carmick were William L. Blanchard on the Sacra-
mento to Salt Lake City route, Jacob Hall on the In-
dependence to Santa Fe route; and George H. Giddings
on the Santa Fe to San Antonio route, all seeking ad-
justment of their contracts. Perhaps fortunately for
Campbell, as Aaron Brown pointed out in his 1857
report, Congress assigned the “adjustment” of the
Blanchard and Ramsey & Carmick claims and pay-
ment of any damages due them to the Treasury De-
partment'’.

It was during Hall’s term that the Senate adopted a
resolution on March 25, 1852 requesting the PMG to
furnish answers in his next Annual Report to a lengthy
list of explicit questions such as the numbers of let-
ters passing through the mails under various condi-
tions, similar numbers of newspapers and printed
material, the cost of transporting the mails both in-
land and overseas, etc., etc'?. After Hall’s resignation
at the end of August, Hubbard explained how this in-
formation could not be furnished from the
Department’s ordinary accounts and that Hall had re-
ferred the resolution to the Auditor who was able to
collect much of the data requested and make estimates
for the rest. Hubbard’s response was quite perfunc-
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tory, but it seems his successor, James Campbell, used
this resolution as a guideline for the detailed statisti-
cal reports he incorporated in his first Annual Report .

One other piece of legislation affecting the POD was
enacted at the end of Hubbard’s tenurc without the
involvement of either Hubbard or the Department. [t
happened while the Senate was debating the 1853 Post
Route Bill that Senator Rusk of Texas proposed that
the assistant postmasters general be appointed by the
President rather than the Postmaster General as here-
tofore on the theory the Post Route bill also would
raise the salaries of the assistants to the same level as
somc bureau heads subject to presidential appoint-
ment Also, he noted that there were occasions when
one or another of the assistants acted for the Postmas-
ter General in his absence and received his salary while
so doing. Rusk’s amendment became law even though
the proposed salary increases were stricken, Assis-
tant postmaster general vacancies thereatter were filled
by the President™.

Hubbard left office upon Pierce’s appointment of
James Campbell to succeed him on March 7, 1853
and retired to his home in Middietown where he de-
voted himself to educational and charitable affairs,
most notably as a trustce of Wesleyan University. He
was only 56 when he died in Middletown in October
1855.

(Endnotes)

1 For biographical sketches of Samuel D Hubbard, see The National Cy-
clopedia of American Biography, 1892, v. 6, p. 183, Biogruphical Direc-
tory of the American Congress, GPO, Washington, D.C., 1961; and Vexler.
Robert 1., The Vice-Presidents and Cabinet Members, Dobbs Ferry, NY,
1975.

2 Annual Report, December 4, 1852, Senate Ex. Doc. No. 1, Serial 659,
p. 652.

3 Act of August 30, 1852, 10 Stat. 38.
4 Congressional Globe. 32C, |Sess., p. 9291T.

5 “*Post Otfice in Paradise; Mail & Postage Stamps of Nineteenth Cen-
tury Hawaii,” hawananstamps.com is a succinct summary of Hawaiian
“Pre-treaty [of Guadalupe-Hidalgo] Mail — Via Mexico.” citing
Westerberg, J.F., “Hawan — Overland Mail Via Mexico 1842-46." Col-
lectors Club Philaselist, Vol, XXXI1V, No. 1, 1955, as its chief authority.

6 1857 Annual Report, Serial 921, p. 969.

7 10 Stat. 239,

& 1856 Annual Report, Serial 894, pp. 776-8.

9 1853 Annual Report, Serial 692, pp.714-6, 722-3)
10 11 Stat, 94.

11 1857 Annual Report, Serial 921, p. 967. The widely publicized claim
of George Chorpenning is studied in Meschter, Daniel Y., “The First
Transmountain Mail Route Contracts, Part XIV - The Chorpenning Claim.
La Posta: A Journal of American Postal History, July 2000, pp. 30 to 47
based upon route contracts repotted in La Posta, Part [11, Route 5066

from Sacramento to Salt Lake City, January 1996, pp. 19-35; Part VI,
Route 12801 from Salt Lake Uity to San Dicgo, La Posta. May 1997, pp.
33-48: and Part VIla, Route 12801 restated frem Placerville to Sali Luke
City, La Posta, July 1997. pp. 25-40.

12 Congressional Globe, 32C, S p. R60.
13 1853, Annual Report, Serial 692.
14 Act of March 3, 1853. 10 Stat. 255.
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THE OFFICIAL REGISTER OF THE UNITED STATES -
Background and Application to Postal History Research

By Randy Stehle

The subject of what constitutes a basic U.S. postal his-
tory library was discussed in the April-May and June-
July 2004 issues of La Posta. It was followed up with
an article on United States postal route maps in the
August-September

categories. It began with a list of officials and others
receiving annual compensation of $2,000 or more, plus
postal inspectors. [t went on for over the next 500 pages
to list all the other Post Office personnel by state and
city. All cities had, at a minimum, their postmaster’s
(PM) full name, the county in which the post office

1ssue of the same
year. This article
will concern itself
with the Official |
Register of the |
United States, one
of the lesser known
government docu-
ments that contains |

Y

information ger- : 1909

mane to the study of &
postal history. He

The Official Regis- | >
ter (OR) was autho- |
rized by Congress
by resolution of
April 27, 1816. The
resolution required
the Secretary of [
State to compile and
print, once in every [
two years, a register |

o

LOFFICIAL REGISTER

PERSONS IN THE CIVIL, MILITARY,
AND NAVAL SERVICE OF THE UNITED
STATES, AND LIST OF VESSELS

VOLUME II
THE POSTAL SERVICE

COMFILED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE AND LAROR
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

was located and the
annual compensa-
tion of the PM for
the prior fiscal year.
(The government’s
fiscal years ended
on September 30" in
the earlier days,
switching to June
30™ around 1878.)
At larger post of-
fices, all additional
employees would be
shown, along with
their annual salaries.
This included such
positions as assistant
PM’s, clerks, city
carriers, rural carri-
ers, janitors, print-
ers, mechanics, la-
borers and watch-
men.

of all officers and
agents, civil, mili-
tary, and naval, in the service of the United States,
along with their annual salaries. It was popularly
known as “The Blue Book” hecause they were bound
in a blue cover. It was first printed in 1817 in a run of
500 copies. By 1895, the print runs had increased to
3,000 copies. It was produced as a two-volume set,
with the first volume covering all federal employees
except for the Postal Service. The first volume, in ad-
dition to covering the Executive, Legislative and Ju-
dicial branches, also included a list of ships and ves-
sels owned by the United States. (The ship Vst was
not included after the 1913 OR.)

The second volume contained only Postal Service per-
sonnel. Figure 1 shows the title page for volume II for
1909. This particular volume was 745 pages long, and
broke down the employees into a number of different

Figuve 1 Title page of the 1909 edition of Volume II, Official Register

Other sections of the OR dealt with the Sea Post Ser-
vice, Railway Mail Service, Mail Messenger Service
and Special Mail Services. It also listed mail contrac-
tors in the following areas: railroad service; electric
and cable car service; steamboat service; regulation,
screen and other wagon service; foreign mail transfer
service; pneumatic tube service and star service. The
mail contractor section listed, by state, the mail route
number, name of the contractor and annual pay for the
current and prior fiscal years.

As stated above, the OR was initially published by the
State Department. The Interior Department took over
in 1861, followed by the Census Bureau in 1908, and
the Civil S8ervice Commission in 1933. The most im-
portant date for postal history researchers, though, is
1611. This was the last year that the Postal Service
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volume was published. These registers are especially
valuable, as they contain much information that no
longer exists in any form. Much of the loss of older
records can be ascribed to the Useless Papers Act. [n
order to save space, the Congress passed this act back
in the 19 century. It requires the Librarian of Con-
gress, on an annual basis, to make a list of what gov-
ernment papers are no longer needed and can be de-
stroyed. The list of Postal Service records that were
destroyed in the beginning of the 20™ century is mind-
boggling. Proof books (which show a strike of every
government-issued canceling device that was sent to
every post office) were thrown out. Other countries
like Canada and England preserved their proofbooks
and have them available for study. In addition to this
valuable resource, thousands of other postal records
were tossed. The OR is the only extant source of much
of what was deemed expendable in earlier times.

Practical Uses of the Official
Registers

One of the most valuable, and often used, pieces of
information contained in the OR is PM compensa-
tion. The compensation paid to PM’s at the smaller
fourth-class post offices was normally equal to the
amount of revenue generated by the office. Revenue
consisted of stamp sales (for all classes and types of
services) and post office box rents. Therefore, the
amount of PM compensation was tied to the volume

of business a particular office did. Many fourth-class
offices in the early part of the 20™ century generated
less than $100 a year in revenue. A knowledge of PM
compensation aids in determining the relative scar-
city of a marking from a particular office. At least
two books have been published which detail PM com-
pensation figures: Western Postmaster Compensation
in the 18805, compiled by Richard Helbock in 1982,
and Oregon Posimaster Compensation, 1851-1911,
also compiled by Helbock in 1982.

Postmaster compensation also is important in the study
of Doane cancels. [t was discovered that the number
in the bars of a Doane device issued to an existing
office correlated to the PM compensation for the last
fiscal year available. Figure 2 shows a Woodside, CA
Doane cancel from 1906. There is a “2” in the bars. If
we check the June 30, 1903, PM compensation amount
(shown in figure 3), we see that this PM received
$196.38. (Please excuse the marked up copy — the
author is the California State Doane coordinator, and
was making numerous notes on the page.) The num-
ber “2” in the bars correlates with the PM compensa-
tion amount, as any amount between $100 and $200
would have meant that the canceling device would
have used the number two in its bars.

Another use of the OR is the ability to look up a spe-
cific individual and determine where they worked.
This has obvious genealogical uses, but can also be
useful for the postal history collector. The OR’s had a

TEDET S5H¢ :‘;1fT 7 I‘::l
) C \__\_\_//N\“_;,/; L

Figure 2 The
significance of the
number 27 in the
bars of this
Woodside,
California, Doane
cancel was first
interpreted by
Richard Helbock in
the late 1970s
hased on his
reseqicch using
data published in
the Ofticial
Register.
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Figure 3 Page from the 1903 Official Register listing California postmaster compensations in 1903.
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Figure 4 A Rural Route Carrier Christmas card given by Samuel L. Croy to his patrons.
(Source: Richow, Encyclopedia of R.E.D. Cancels, 2nd Edition, page 219.)

name index to every Postal Service employee through
the 1905 edition. This edition looks like the Manhat-
tan white pages - it is five inches thick and has 2,471
pages! Figure 4 shows a Christmas card a rural letter
carrier gave to the people on his route in the early 20™
century. The card depicts a horse-drawn rural frec de-
livery wagon and is imprinted “Compliments of the
Season/U.S. MAIL”, and has the carrier’s name,
Samuel L. Croy on it. The carriers has written a mes-
sage on the card that reads “I will bring your mail Xmas
day. This is my tenth year as a Rural Letter Carrier on
R.F.D. No.2”. (This card appears on page 219 of the
second edition of the Encyclopedia of R.F.D. Cancels
by Harold Richow (La Posta Publications, 1995). This
carrier’s name appears in the index to the 1905 OR on
page 2034. A portion of the index page showing that
he can be found on page 1033 is illustrated in figure 5.
Figure 6 shows the actual page where Mr. Croy is
listed. This page is from the Illinois rural free delivery
section of the OR, and shows that he was born in Ohio,
and was appointed to his present position in Macon
County, Illinois, in the 19" Congressional District. He
worked out of the Decatur post office, along with six
other rural carriers.

Finding copies of the OR’s may require some legwork.
The author lives near University of California, Berke-
ley, where their Government Documents section has
a fairly complete run of them. Most large universities
that have been designated as government depositories
should have these registers. The author does not be-

lieve that these registers are available on microfiche
or microfilm. These registers can be an invaluable
source of information for collector doing research on
19" and early 20" United States postal history.
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Figure 5 Portion of index page from the 1905
Official Register listing Samuel L. Croy.

43


Sn.ru

44

Whole Number 210

1. 1905.1 . THE FHI‘JE-IAI\'FZRY SYNTEM, 1033

{ = — — — e e -
l Rural Free Delivery—Illinois.
Whene: appuinged.
Nume Where . s Where empinyed. |‘:1>¥:l‘]"‘|"_l:
Stite Connty e TR
Levi H Thing Minois....... ... Umon,........
J George M. ‘\hemutmn ;i - CITrr g,
| Lewis A Peebles.. .. ... .. ... ... .. .d«o,. & AHORST, e \lnnlgomtr\
Elvis 8. 1lckx d

Robert E. Pearsan.
Archibnld A. Wapgle.
Richard II. Comow
John R. Terrl]
John 1. Pearsa P - Y .. da
Arch Manning, = TR S Va— W hiteslede .

MeLewn. .. .
S [
Madisor. -
A sdooaol e
Harry .. Asherafy . L Kentucky : oo Vermilion, .. ..., E (nlll-:nr,
William Qllmore. . coe DTN oo ..t I Rerriey o) a i — . Caluml
Jnlius Schneider. . . . ——— by : .. 20th. .da.

George N, menln. 4 4 . Y o Cotusa .

Harry Alell. . 3 2 e g Lo 13th (-\'.xplun
Thurles D Ris o 3 2 o AT RESE RN
Harry Christiance, .. L 3th.. ... dn,,

Perry R Leonard. ..., ... ciieenasBOLTS 5 4% .
Henry C.Schenck. .. i 3 ! Wandfrr]
Georgr Argadine . ... Ohia.. LA McLenn,.

 Concord .
. Conperville.
Coaoksyjlje

BHaomer 13.Cox. g 3 [} [T Brown., .. Canpsrstowen
William Seatt cesenesdi.. . idE . ..da,. ... lackson. . . [, T R
Haward ¥. Reave 2 5 - ¢ Cordavi
Charles E Sutelift Lo ] . SEEPT c— cingston.... ., 1Ttk Carnell, .

Ralph E.Saw > v b - SE— e L th ey,
Boy E. Pierce . 2 = FIn - LA PRRES o Tsth. (.nrnlanr‘
Charies E. Duniap. dn

Edwurd 1. Benju : B e Lo T Randelphl D2 fiouttenil
John M. lictehk . Ao, ‘ . Melaan, o . Covell.
Bamuel C.Carr. . \hclh\. . ' wth,. Cowden.. ...

€yms McRuve
Curtis R. Felty,
Bamuel Griges.
Samurl A. Lale.

k(‘

Ben M. \hhe\
Fherre De Lain, Jx
Buaid (‘ Stuart. ...

N .4 Fuiten, 1

linois. ...... I} O 151h..
Ergland , : & Ao, i 3th
Minofs. ... ... A RS 458 s Ll\ld'getox.... es Dby

Bmenes H.Smart
el L. Lehinan.

‘Rhﬁ ATHON

nrllnlﬁvld ...... ...da, |
e F Maltt ¥ VP - 4 ] Custer,
|AThar1 Rmciu o etk L RSN " TR | 1 Casterpark
-nel A Carte . ] 1 P L 2 " . ) Catd
[MFBiam H.Jenkins » Rl 0 L s N25th,
|llehn M. Rradiev. ... . . = Tuhmson. ... ...« [

w.l‘hm 0. Holshanss oD . T 0% o oot =
Eaeob A, Welles. . 3 . e s Oy .1 . Sth. Dahinds. . .
Matter M. Ruwly, .. ..de. b e Dalilgren. .
[Biiphe rd Tt Wink] ...

E:nr Tines,
R. I

n Vernon \\vé or.

! F Shriver

Moo
Dallns City ..

i r'gl nia .
Jhndis, |

‘unnnntl
wo L OV g,
D.lllu
Dunfnnh
.do

J G R P nn=\‘l\
.............. Germany
Virginis .
Ilinois. .
Iyveinnia,

Danvers,

(e rmuns Pesenea
THinods . .

Stephensor . I3th
Ogle . 131k Duvix Junetion. .. ..
Spngamon.. 21xt Dawson
Maenn, . ... 19th. . Decatur

Prnnsylvan i ¢ luth. .

Hlinots. . Iuth

New York. ltith.

1lineis, | futh.

Kansas. . 1l

1linois. . futh_. .

L. \{chms ..... . Isth . Decrereek

.- do 7 oth Deertield ,
..................... siess \\hnrt!de. persacey ARGy Ducrgrove............

Ult -

| Figure 6. 4

' page listing
rural route

| carriers and

| their
compensation

| from 1905
Official

| Register



January 2005

The Post Office’s Earliest Route Proposals, May 6, 1792

by Tom Clarke

everal years ago, La Posta published a two-
article series entitled, “Post Office First Pro-

posals: August 11, 1794” (July 2002) and “Post
Office First Proposals, Part 2” (Sep 2002). They docu-
mented a nice find: a original copy of the August 11,
1794 edition of the Gazette of the United States and
Daily Evening Advertiser, which featured the official
listing (taking up most of the issue, three of four pages)
of all proposed postal routes in the United States.

The postal route maps that accompanied the articles
showed second-generation selections of the Abraham
Bradley postal map release of 1804 (probably). Brad-
ley was the Post Office’s postal routes and schedul-
ing authority for 28 years.

These two articles rendered a verbatim copy of the
Proposals, giving La Posta readers a complete record
of the birth of the Post Office as officials intended it
to be. The Gazette, as one might guess, was published
in the capital city of Philadelphia, the heart of the
young nation. It was the government’s official mouth-
piece (from the point of view of the governing Feder-
alist faction) to its citizens.

On that day in August, the 1794 issue was released,
and the first fledgling copper, silver

Abraham Bradley was to publish the first official Map
of the United States Exhibiting the Post-Roads, the
Situations, Connections, and Distances of the Post-
Offices. It showed the routes that had been success-
fully developed and maintained during those first two
years.

A key question asked in the previous articles was
whether copies of the 1796 map still existed and
whether they could confirm how many of the proposed
1794 routes actually saw the light of day. Had a copy
survived, each state’s routes could be illustrated and
thus lend valuable, visual evidence for the early
America postal historians,

Serendipity struck shortly after the two articles ap-
peared, when Robert J. Stets, former La Posta Assis-
tant Editor, wrote that facsimile copies of Bradley’s
initial 1796 postal maps, as well as an expanded ver-
sion dated 1804, did indeed exist and both were avail-
able for a healthy price from the Library of Congress.
Bob graciously sold this writer his own 1796 and 1804
map sets. The 1796 issue will be used here to attempt
to illustrate both the 1792 and 1794 proposed routes.
Unfortunately, the map’s legibility is far from perfect.

and gold coins had just been minted.
The country was only five years old,
but we had already grown to 15 states
following the additions of Vermont
in 1791 and Kentucky in 1792. Ten-
nessee (the “Territory South of the | =

Ohio”), state number 16, would come = =
on board two years later. 4

However, from a communications |~ =
point of view, the dominantnews de- |
velopment occurred on May 8, 1794,
Congress for the second time in two
years adopted an “Act to Establish
the Post Office and Post Roads

Within the United States.” f
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The 1794 newspaper Route Propos-
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als presented the GPO’s best wisdom
by defining 59 routes that would
cover the mostly eastern, built up por-
tions of our country, and also reach
inland via Cross Posts. Later, in 1796,

A Richmond VA straightline cancel FREE to Timothy Pickering, July 10,
(1791-4). Such letters after May 1792 (or August 1794) might express
interest in riding one of the 36 (or 59} postal routes publicly advertised.
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And Now, an Earlier Find

Ephemera and old newspaper dealers come across
bound volumes of library reference papers that are
sometimes discarded after they have been micro-
filmed, or nowadays, transferred to CD or DVD. In
the same fashion the 1794 proposal issue came to light,
another even earlier “earliest proposal” has appeared.
This one was printed pursuant to the /792 “establish-
ment” of the United States Post Office. As before, it
is an edition of the Gazerte of the United States (at
this point not yet merged with the Daily Evening Ad-
vertiser).

A verbatim copy is offered here as before for the ben-
efit of U. S. postal history afficionados and any oth-
ers who thrive on old stuff. It is the Saturday, May 5,
1792 issue and features the important problems and
concerns of the day as read by our Founding Mothers
and Fathers. Some of these timely events were...

®  acontinuing series of articles extolling the glories of
the New Republic, mentioning increased foreign
trade (up to $18 million);

® details of the about-to-get-bloody French
Revolution, based on letters received from Paris,
London, and Germany;

® a Pittsburgh Gazette account of Indian raids in the
Pennsylvania frontier region;

® speeches across the center two pages given to
Congress regarding last year's defeat of General St.
Clair at the hands of the Miami Indians on the Ohio-
Indiana border. (It remains the “bloodiest battle”
loss to Indians, with three times the soldiers killed
than were lost with Custer at the Little Big Horn
some 90 years later.) (Soon President Washington
will express his full confidence in St. Clair. Ah,
politics.);

® ancver-present lottery ad, this one offering 5,334
tickets at a hefty $3 apiece, with four grand prizes of
$1.675. The grand prize equaled about four years’
wages for a common workman, equivalent to about
$150.000 today. Repair of the Episcopal Church is
to be the lottery's aim;

® and finally, on the last page are the two route
proposal communications, issued by the Post Office
Department on March 24, and continued on March
30. In all, some 36 routes are proposed, with three
or four route numbers listed as alternatives, left to
the discretion of responding contractors.

Other Timely Events of 1792

To get a better feel for the times, here are some of the
major events of 1792...

April 2 - The Coinage Act is passed establishing
the United States Mint.

April 5 - President Washington, still in his first
term of office, for the first time vetoes a bill.
It attempted to apportion representatives as a
result of the first census, 1790, A redesigned
bill is signed in May.

April 20 - French Revolutionary war begins in
Europe, to last for 23 years.

April 24 - First experimental use of the guillotine
in France.

May 5 - At the pint of the Gazette's publication,
Thomas Pickering, 5" Postmaster General
(behind Franklin, Bache, Hazard, and
Osgood), had been in office only nine months
{August 1791-February 1795; later Secretary
of War, and of State).

May 11 - Captain Robert Gray “discovers” the
Columbia River.

May 17 - Beginning of New York Stock Ex-
change.

June 1 - Kentucky is admitted as the 15th state.

June 4 - Captain George Vancouver claims Puget
Sound for Great Britain.

August 10 - Louis X VI of France is arrested and
jailed.

September 21-22 - France abolish the monarchy
and establishes the French Republic.

October 12 - First celebration of Columbus Day
in the USA held in New York.

October 13 - The cornerstone of the Executive
Mansion is laid in Washington DC.

How Many “Establishments”?

The current event nearest to collector hearts is that
which took place February 20, 1792, three months
prior to the present Gazette issue. At that juncture,
Congress was prompted to pass the Postal Service Act
which more or less established the United States Post
Office Department. The 1792 Act reworked existing
American letter rates, but the Department itself will
not become fully functional and effective until after
it is reinforced by the May, 1794 Postal Law. This
second “establishment” will put flesh on these 1792
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Nonetheless, the 1792 law had some impact.
For the first time, rates will be rendered in U.
S. cents, as opposed to the complicated pen-
nyweight rates that had existed for 17 years,
since before the Revolution. The cent rates
will take effect on June 1, 1792, three weeks
after the Gazerre s Proposals were released.
Its appearance was possibly intended as an
appetizer to that event.

new nation. In fact, the Post Oftice had bcen

_ o Nothing in politics is certain, especiaily so
/}7//’/14‘//(2 in the toddler years following the birth of a
e

An Articles of Confederation 4 pennyweight rate, sent from
Philadelphia to Providence RI. Nov 13, 1784

officially consututed previousiy, severai dif-
ferent times. Franklin’s 1775 Post Office was
still basically in force through the Confed-

eration period (1 777+) and into the Federal period, be-

bones. As aresult, differing scholars continue to quote
one date or the other as the creation date for the Post
Office Department.

Congrefs of the United States ;

ginning in 1789. (Interestingly, in 1780, the postal staff
consisted only of the Confederation’s Postmaster Gen-
eral, a Secretary-Comptroller, three route surveyors, one
l Inspector of Dead Letters, and 26 post riders!)
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The National Postal Museum exhibits this 1790
copy of one of the several Congressional Acts for
the "Temporarv Establishment of the Post Office,”
signed by Secretary of State Thomas Jefferson.

A newspaper publicitv release announcing the 1
Congrew Sep 22, 1789 temporary establishment of the
USPO; * . .. the Act shall continue in force until the end
of the next session of Congress, and no longer".
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Soon after the Federai Government began to
function (March 1789), Congress fairly quickly
adopted the Act of September 22, 1789, to tem-
porarily “establish” the Post Office—more of a
continuing resolution to maintain the practices
adopted earlier by Franklin. This Act officially
adopted the title Postmaster General, follow-
ing which Washington appointed Samuel
Osgood the first Federal Postmaster General.
The system had grown to 75 post offices and
2,000 miles of post roads (really, dirt horse
paths).
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The next establishment occurred by way of the
Actof August 4, 1790, when Secretary of State
Thomas Jefferson signed the document for
“Temporary Establishment of the Post Office.”
The legislation continued the arrangements already in
place, and seems superfluous since the 1789 Act was
effective till the end of the second session of the Ist
biennial Congress, 1789-90. Another temporary ar-
rangement was adopted on March 3, 1791 at the be-
ginning of the 2nd Congress. When the Postal Act of
February 20, 1792 was adopted at the beginning of
the 2™ Session of the 2 Congress, it made fuither

This hound Postal Act of February 20, 1792 (National Postal
Museum) attempted to define the American Post Office Department,
but clearly, bv Muay 1794, more work needed, and yet another
“establishment” took place.

A post- Act 0f1792 10 cents rate, from Philadelphia to NYC,
dated Sep 11, 1792, six months after the Act of 1792 recognized
the new money denomination for postage.

enhancements to the Post Office Department, though
contemporaries must have assumed it would still not
be the final word.

Whose Control, and for Whom?

The Constitution (Art I, Sec. 8) specifically empow-
ered the Congress to “establish post offices and post
roads” [and, of course, spend the money to do so], but
it was not until the Act of 1794, at the be-
ginning of the 3™ Congress, that its rights
were confirmed:; the Legisiative Branch,
and not the Executive Branch, which con-
tained the Post Office Department, deter-
mine post routes. This seemingly subtle dis-
tinction between branches was nevertheless
part of the grand philosophy that the three
Branches be divided. It further demanded
that they ‘check and balance’ each other,
lest any one of the gain too much of a con-
trolling power, yet still work together. Ev-
ery era continues this fight.

It seems proper therefore to accept the 1794
Act as the true creation of the American
postal system. It slightly increased postal
rates to help defray mounting expenses, and
it added strictures to tightly regulate the
Post Office in order to...

—be self supporting;

—return any profit to the Treasury; and

—recapitulate that Congress, not the
PMG, would establish post roads
and offices.
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Still the 1792 Act was something of a milestone. Hotly
argued in December 1791 as a fine point of Constitu-
tional law, Congress steadfastly determined that it had
the right to determine postal routes. Two months later
they enacted it. But in doing so, they unleashed a cen-
tury of political chicanery and bribery the length and
breadth of the system, among hundreds of post offices,
postmasters. and route agents. Of course, the Execu-
tive Branch will play its part too, since the President
will soon receive the privilege of appointing large city
postmasters, despite the 1883 Civil Service Act, cre-
ated to end political favoritism and promote skillful
job performance.

The other side of the loosening the reins with respect
to postal route and postmaster appointments argument
is that it allowed American citizens to justly goad their
representatives to establish needed roadways that
sliced into and throughout the growing nation. It
worked well even so early in our history. In 1792 there
were less than 6,000 miles of usable mail roads (paths)
and only 195 post offices, but by 1800, by compari-
son the numbers had jumped to 21,000 miles and 903
offices respectively.

Democracy was indeed expanded. The 1794 Act
thought to permit the carriage of newspapers, indeed
our very Gazette, into the mails at very low rates. This
exemplified the view that the better read the people,
the better the leaders they would elect. By acceding to
the cheap delivery of papers, the Post Office helped
spread knowledge among citizens. In addition, the
1794 Act forbade post masters or other officials to open
letters unless they were undeliverable! This helped to
enforce privacy rights recently adopted with the Fourth
Amendment (against unreasonable scarches) in the
fledgling republic. There was, after all, much skepti-
cism about the trustworthiness of the new authorities.

Those Post Roads

The 1792 and 1794 Proposals were a call for route
contractors, semi-literate, uniformed horseback riders,
who swore to ride the mail along a specific circuit from
town to town and back again. They knew full well
that there were fines of a dollar per hour for tardy ai-
rivals (equal to about $100 per hour today!). In popu-
lous regions., mostly in the Noith, where “stage-
waggon” routes had long been established, their own-
ers might vie for a contract, too.

Naturally, there was the primary Post Road, stitched
together from Indian paths, that went back to Franklin’s
and Bradford’s days when they were His Majesty’s
Postmasters. [t stretched between Boston and Virginia
and as far South as conditions permitted, eventually
to Charleston. This “Main Road” or “Main Line” con-
tinued in use through the Revolution as fighting al-
lowed, and into the chaotic Articles of Confederation
years of 1777, and the years after peace had been won
in 1783.

The first few Federal Congresses scrambled to pro-
vide the Biil of Rights and other fundamentat struc-
tures for the new government. That government had
almost no money to spend (remember that Martha
Washington donated the family silverware to be melted
into the first experimental coinage). We owed monu-
mental debts to foreign allies, and the 13 founding
states needed to be reimbursed their revolutionary
expenses.

Postmaster General Samuel Osgood called upon Trea-
sury Secretary Hamilton to promote the post office
and the necessary costs of expanding into the back
country using “cross posts”, offshoots from the pri-
mary north-south Post Road. But Congress would re-
quire strict accounting calling for only the thriftiest
improvements for now in the new republic.

The next PMG, Timothy Pickering, was responsible
for both this earlier Proposal of 1792, as well as the
more formidable one of 1 794. He built upon Osgood’s
dogged attempts to invigorate the Post Office. He too
hoped to persuade Congress to find the money to fund
the necessary road improvements so as to distribute
the mails more efficiently and encourage up to date
business dealings into the back country.

| Timothy Pickering

( was the PMG during
| the two
establishments of the
Post Office
Department, of 1792
and 1794,
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Unlike the expanded 1794 Proposal of 59 routes, listed
north to south like the ZIP code numeric system to-
day, this earlier 1792 version Proposal curiously be-
gins with the South and concludes in New England.

It is possible that Pickering, in 1792, only six months
in office, chose a conservative course by seeking to
establish a spare 36 routes. Surely this was because
the country was basically broke. Then buoyed by the
strengthened 1794 Postal Act, and by two more years
of experience under his belt, and by two years of
American economic growth (as in the panegyric to
increased American exports on the front page of the
1792 issue), the 1794 request would be for 59 routes!

No doubt Congress was very willing to back him now,
full of continued desire, hope, and dreams that the
infant America will grow into a glorious and prosper-
ous state. The 1796 postal map by Abraham Bradley
certainly reflects the great sense of pride and place
and patriotic fervor. (The population in 1794 was
about four million and increased another million by
1800.)

Compared to the 1794 version, the 1792 document is
brief but fills a needed place in early American postal
history research. Used along side the 1796 map, we
can see the jack rabbit beginning of a magnificent
postal systeim, now the largest and certainly most com-
plex in the world.

The 1792 Earliest Route Proposal
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GENERAL POST-OFTICE,

PHILADELPHIA, MARCH 24,
1792,

Proposals for carrying the Mails of the
United States, on the following post
roads in South Carolina and Georgia,
will be received at the Post-Office in
Charleston, until the first day of June
next.

In SOUTH CAROLINA.

1. From Statesburg to Charleston, once
a week-The mail to leave Statesburg
every Monday moming at nine o'clock,
or otherwise, in half an hour after the
arrival of the northern mail; and arrive
in Charleston the next day at four
o'clock in the afternoon. Returning, to
leave Charleston every Friday at three
o'clock in the afternoon, and arrive at
Statesburg the next Saturday, at nine
o'clock in the morning.

2. From Charleston to George-town,
once in two weeks-The mail to leave
Charleston every other Tuesday, at five
o'clock in the afternoon (or otherwise
in one hour after the arrival of the mail
from Statesburg and arrive at George-
town the next day at seven in the af-
ternoon. Returning, to leave George-
town the next morning at four o'clock
in the afternoon, and arrive at Charles-
ton the following day (Friday) at eight
in the morning.

3. From Charleston to Savannah, once
in two weeks-The mail to leave
Charleston every other Friday, at nine
o'clock in the moming and arrive at
Savannah the next Sunday, at ten
o'clock in the forenoon. Returning, to
leave Savannah the same day, at two
o'clock in the afternoon, and arrive at
Charleston the next Tuesday at four in
the afternoon.

In GEORGIA.

4. From Augusta to Washington (in
Wilkes County) thence round by
Greenborough, the Great Falls of
Ogechee and George-town to Au-
gusta-once in two weeks. The mail
to leave Augusta every other Thurs-
day, at four o'clock in the moming,
arrive at Washington the same day,
and complete the circuit on the third
day, getting back to Augusta by six
o'clock in the evening of Saturday.

5. From Savannah to Newport Bridge
and Sunbury, once in two weeks. The
mail to leave Savannah every other Fri-
day at one o'clock in the afternoon (or
in one hour after the arrival of the
northern mail) and arrive at Sunbury
on the next day at noon. Returning, to
leave Sunbury the next Monday at four
o'clock in the moming, and arrive at



Savannah the same day, at six in the
afternoon.

GENERAL POST-OFFICE,

PHILADELPHIA, MARCH 30,
1792.

Proposals will be received at this Of-
fice until the first day of June next, for
carrying the Mails of the United States
on the following post roads:

In NORTH CAROLINA, once in
two weeks.

I. From Halifax by Warrington,
Hiilsborough, and Salem to Salisbury.
The mail to leave Halifax every other
Thursday at four o'clock in the morn-
ing, deliver the mails at all the post-
offices from thence to Salisbury at
such times as shall be found most ben-
eficial to the public; and return with
the mails from all those post-offices,
so as fo arrive at Halifax at six o'clock
in the evening of the Tuesday next pre-
ceding the Thursday when it is again
to leave Halifax.

2. From Halifax, by Bluntville,
Williamston and Daileys, to Plymouth.
The mail to leave Halifax every other
Thursday at four o'clock in the morn-
ing, and arrive at Plymouth the next
morning at eight o'clock; leave Ply-
mouth the same day, and arrive at
Halifax the day after, at six in the
evening.

3. From Edenton by Hertford,
Nixonton, Sawyer's Ferry, in Camden
County, to Indiantown, in Currituck
County. The mail to leave Edenton ev-
ery other Saturday at four o'clock in
the morning, arrive at Indian-town that
night, and retumn to Edenton the next
morning at six in the evening.

In VIRGINIA.

4. From Fredericksburg to Port-Royal,
Rappahannock, Urbanna, thence
across the Rappahannock to
Northumberland Court-House, to
Kinsdale on Yeocomico,
Westmoreland Court-House, and
Leedstown, to Fredericksburg, once a
week. The mail to leave
Fredericksburg every Friday at five
o'clock in the morning, and making the
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tour above described, return to
Fredericksburg on the next Thursday
at noon.

5. From Alexandria to Winchester,
once a week. The mail to leave Alex-
andria every Thursday at noon, and
arrive at Winchester the next Saturday,
at five o'clock in the afterncon; and re-
turning, to leave Winchester every
Monday, at ten o'clock in the forenoon,
and reach Alexandria the next Wednes-
day, by five in the afternoon.

6. From Winchester to Staunton, once
a week. The mail to leave Winchester
every Monday at eleven o'clock in the
forenoon, and arrive at Staunton the
next Wednesday by five in the after-
noon; and returning, to leave Staunton
every Thursday, at eleven o'clock in
the forenoon, and arrive at Winches-
ter the next Saturday, by five in the af-
ternoon.

In VIRGINIA, the TERRITORY
SOUTH of the OHIO and KEN-
TUCKY.

7. From Staunton by Lexington,
Tincastle, Montgomery Court House,
Wythe Court House, and Abingdon, to
Hawkins Court House, in the Territory
South of the Ohio River, once in two
weeks. The mail to leave Staunton ev-
ery other Thursday, at ten o'clock in
the forenoon, and arrive at Hawkins
Court House the next Wednesday at
five o'clock in the afternoon; and re-
turning, to leave Hawkins Court House
the next morning at five o'clock, and
arrive at Staunton the week following,
on Wednesday by noon.

8. From Hawkins Court House to
Danville in Kentucky, once in two
weeks. The mail to leave Hawkins
Court House every other Thursday at
six in the morning, and arrive at
Danville the next Tuesday at five
o'clock in the afternoon; and return-
ing, to leave Danville the Friday fol-
lowing at six o’clock in the morning,
and arrive at Hawkins Court House the
next Wednesday, by noon.

NOTE As the condition between
Hawkins Court House and Danville
may render the regular carriage of the

mail impracticable, the person who
shall offer to contract, will state in their
proposals the times and manner in
which they think the carriage of that
mail most eligible and practicable, so
that it be not oftener than once in two
weeks (going and returning) or once
in four weeks; they will distinctly state
the terms on which they will carry it
for one period and for the other.

In the State of DELAWARE and
VIRGINIA.

9. From Wilmington by Newcastle,
Cantwell's Bridge and Duck-Creek to
Dover, once a week. The mail to leave
Wilmington at three o'clock in the af-
ternoon, and arrive at Dover on Tues-
day by five in the afternoon returning,
to leave Dover on Wednesday by five
o'clock in the morning, and arrive at
Wilmington by six in the evening, or
by nine o'clock on Thursday morming.

—From Dover to the Eastern Shore of
Virginia and Norfolk, once in two
weeks. The mail to leave Dover every
other Wednesday, at five o'clock in the
morning, pass Dagsborough, Snow-
Hill, and Accomac Court House, and
arrive at Northampton Court House the
following Saturday by five o'clock in
the aftemoon, proceed across the ferry
to Norfolk the next day, and return to
Northampton Court House the follow-
ing Tuesday, by five o'clock in the af-
ternoon; leave Northampton Court
House on Wednesday at five o'clock
in the morning, and arrive at Dover the
next Saturday by five in the evening.

The persons offering proposals for
carrying this mail, will be pleased to
state the terms on which they will carry
it once in every week.

In MARYLAND.

10. From Easton (on the Eastern
Shore) to Vienna, and thence by
Salisbury, to Snow-Hill, once a week.
The mail to leave Easton on Wednes-
day, at eleven o'clock in the forenoon,
and arrive the next day at Snow Hill
by two in the afternoon. Returning, to
leave Snow Hill on Friday morning at
six, and arrive at Easton on Saturday
by noon.
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11. From Annapolis to Upper
Marlborough, Piscatawa, Port To-
bacco, Allen’s Fresh, Newport
Chapico, and Leonard-town, once a
week. The mail to leave Annapolis on
Tuesday, at six in the morning, reach
Piscatawa that evening, and arrive at
Leonard-town on Wednesday evening
or by nine o'clock on Thursday morn-
ing. Returning, to leave Leonard-town
on Thursday, at three in the afternoon,
and arrive at Annapolis on Saturday,
at five in the afternoon.

12. From Baltimore to Frederick-town
and Sharpsburg, to Hager’stown, and
thence to Chambersburg, once a week.
The mail to leave Baltimore on Satur-
day, at three o'clock in the afternoon,
and arrive at Chambersburg the next
Monday by seven in the evening, or
on Tuesday by seven in the morning.
Retumning, to leave Chambersburg on
Wednesday morning at five o'clock,
and arrive at Baltimore on Friday by
four in the afternoon.

In the States of PENNSYLVANIA,
NEW-JERSEY and NEW-YORK.

13. From Philadelphia to Bethlehem,
once a week. The mail to leave Phila-
delphia on Thursday by six o'clock in
the morning, and arrive at Bethlehem
on Friday by nine in the moming. Re-
turning, to leave Bethlehem on Mon-
day by six in the morning, and arrive
in Philadelphia by nine on Tuesday
morning.

14, From Bethlehem to Reading, once
a week. The mail to leave Bethlehem
on Friday at ten o'clock in the fore-
noon, and arrive at Reading by eight
on Saturday-morning. Returning, to
leave Reading at nine o'clock the same
morning, and arrive in Bethlehem by
seven in the evening.

15. From Reading to Harrisburg, to
Carlisle, once a week. The mail to
leave Reading on Friday morning by
six o'clock, arrive at Carlisle the next
day by seven in the evening. Return-
ing, to leave Carlisle on Monday mom-
ing at 5ix o'clock, and arrive at Harris-
burg by noon; leave Harrisburg the
next Wednesday by six o'clock in the
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morming, and atrive at Reading by six
on Thursday evening.

16. From Bethlehem by Easton and
Sussex Court House, to Goshen, once
a week. The mail to leave Bethlechem
every Friday at ten o'clock in the fore-
noon, and arrive at Goshen by nine
o'clock the next Monday morming.
Returning, to leave Goshen the follow-
ing Wednesday at six o'clock in the
morning, and arrive at Bethlehem by
nine o'clock the next Friday morning,

17. From Goshen by Ward’s Bridge
and Kingston to Rhinebeck, once a
week. The mail to leave Goshen on
Wednesday morning, at six o'clock,
and arrive at Rhinebeck on Thursday
forenoon by eleven. Retuming, leave
Rhinebeck the same day at noon, and
arrive at Goshen on Friday evening by
SIX.

18. From Elizabeth-town or Newark
to Morris-town and Sussex Court
House, once a week. The mail to leave
Elizabeth-town or Newark on Wednes-
day at noon, at arrive at Sussex Court
House on Thursday by two o'clock in
the afternoon. Returning, leave Sus-
sex Court House on the same day at
three in the afternoon, and arrive at
Elizabeth-town or Newark on Friday,
by six in the evening.

19. From Woodbridge to Amboy, on
Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, or
every day in the week, Sunday ex-
cepted. The persons disposed to con-
tract for the carriage of this mail, to
state the different terms on which they
will thus carry it, three or six time a
[week]. The hours of arrival and de-
parture to correspond with the arriv-
als of the mail from Philadelphia at
Woodbridge.

20. From Philadelphia, by Salem to
Bridgetown, once a week.—The mail
to leave Philadelphia every Thursday
at three o'clock n the afternoon, and
arrive at Bridgetown on Saturday by
seven in the moming. Returning, to
leave Bridgetown on Monday by four
in the afternoon, and arrive at Phila-
delphia on Wednesday by eight in the
morning.

In the States of NEW-YORK and
VERMONT.

21. From Albany by Schenectady to
Connajorharrie, once a week. The mail
to leave Albany every Thursday at six
o'clock in the morning, and arrive at
Connajorharrie on Friday by ten in the
forenoon; leave Connajorharrie the
same day at one in the afternoon, and
return to Albany the next day by five
in the aftemoon.

22. From Albany (by Troy and
Lansingburg) to Bennington,
Manchester and Rutland, once a week.
The mail to leave Albany every Thurs-
day at six o'clock in the morning, and
arrive at Bennington the same day at
four in the afternoon; to leave
Bennington on Saturday at six in the
moming, and proceed to Manchester
and Rutland; get back to Bennington
the next Tuesday, and arrive at Albany
by Wednesday noon.

23. From Rutland to Burlington on
Lake Champlain, once in two weeks.
The mail to leave Rutland on every
other Monday at six o'clock in the
morning, and arrive at Burlington on
Tuesday at noon; leave Burlington on
Wednesday at six in the morming, and
arrive at Rutland the next day at noon.

On CONNECTICUT RIVER.

24. From Springfield in Massachu-
setts, by Northampton to
Brattleborough in Vermont, once a
week. The mail to leave Springfield
every Monday at one o'clock in the
afternoon; leave Brattleborough the
next day at five in the afternoon; leave
Brattleborough the next Saturday at
noon, and arrive at Springfield the next
Monday by nine in the Morning.

25. From Brattleborough, by Charles-
ton and Windsor, to Hanover in New-
Hampshire, once a week. The mail to
leave Brattleborough every Wednes-
day at five o'clock in the morning, and
reach Windsor by five in the afternoon;
leave it on Thursday at one o'clock in
the afternoon, and reach Hanover at
five; leave Hanover at five o'clock on
Friday morning, and arrive at



Brattleborough by eleven o'clock on
Saturday morning.

27. From New-York to Hartford in the
state of Connecticut, through White
Plains, North-Castle, Salem,
Poundridge, Ridgefield, Danbury,
Newtown, New-Milford, Litchfield,
Harrington and Farmington, once a
week, The mail to leave New-York on
Thursday at four o'clock in the after-
noon, and arrive at Hartford by eight
o'clock in the morning of the next
Monday. Returning, to leave Hartford
the same Monday at ten o'clock in the
forenoon, and arrive at New-York by
eight o'clock in the morning of the next
Thursday.

*** As it is supposed that the passing
of the mail through some other towns,
or part of this upper route, from New-
York to Hartford, may be more exten-
sively useful, the persons inclined to
contract for the carriage of it, will be
pleased to make two distinct propos-
als; one for the route above described,
the other with such deviations as they
think will be most useful to the inhab-
itants; but in both cases to pass through
Danbury and Litchfield.

In MASSACHUSETTS and
RHODE-ISLAND.

28. From Salem to Gloucester, twice a
week. The mail to leave Gloucester
every Monday and Thursday morning
at six o'clock, and arrive at Salem by
nine. Returning, to leave Salem every
Wednesday and Saturday by two in the
afternoon, and arrive at Gloucester the
same day by five.

If a stage-waggon runs oftener, or on
any other days, between Salem and
Gloucester, any persons disposed to
contract for the carriage of the mail,
may conform their proposals in the
usual days and hours of the departure
and arrival of the stage-waggon.

29. From Salem to Marblehead. Per-
sons inclined to contract to cary the
mail, are desired to make three differ-
ent proposals; stating the terms on
which they will carry it twice a week,
three times a week, and also every day
in the week, Sunday excepted; the
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times of departure and arrival to cor-
respond with the times of the arrival
and departure of the stage-waggons
usually passing between Boston and
Salem.

30. From Salem to Boston, every day
in the week, Sunday excepted; the
hours of departure and arrival to con-
form to the usual hours of the depar-
ture and arrival of the stage-waggon
daily passing between those two
places.

31. From Boston, to Plymouth, to
Barnstaple, once a week. The mail to
leave Boston on Thursday by seven
o'clock in the moming, and arrive at
Bamstaple by five o'clock in the after-
noon on Friday. Returning, to leave
Barnstaple on Monday by seven
o'clock in the morming, and arrive at
Boston on Tuesday by five in the af-
ternoon,

32. From Boston to Taunton, once a
week. The mail to leave Boston on
Thursday by six o'clock in the morn-
ing, and arrive at Taunton by two
o'clock in the afternoon. Returning, to
leave Taunton on Tuesday by six
o'clock in the morning, and arrive at
Boston by four in the afternoon.

33. From Taunton, through Warren and
Bristol, to Newport, once a week. The
mail to leave Taunton on Thursday by
three o'clock in the moming, and ar-
rive at Newport on Friday by noon.
Returning, to leave Newport on Mon-
day by eight o'clock in the morning,
and arrive at Taunton by five in the af-
ternoon.

34. From Taunton to New-Bedford,
once a week, The mail to leave
Taunton on Thursday at three o'clock
in the morning, and arrive at New-
Bedford on Friday by noon. Return-
ing, to leave New-Bedford on Mon-
day by nine o'clock in the moming, and
arrive at Taunton by five in the after-
noot,

35. Persons offering proposals for car-
rying the three last mails (No. 32, 33,
34) will be pleased to state the terms
on which they will carry the mail from
Boston through Taunton to Newport,

and the mail from Boston through
Taunton to New-Bedford, and back to
Boston at the time above-mentioned.

36. From Providence to Worcester,
once a week. The mail to leave Provi-
dence on Wednesday by six o'clock in
the morning, and arrive at Worcester
by six in the evening. Returning, to
leave Worcester on Monday by six
o'clock in the moming, and arrive at
Providence by six in the evening.

In NEW-HAMPSHIRE.

37. From Portsmouth by Exeter to
Concord, once a week. The mail to
leave Portsmouth every Monday at six
o'clock, arrive at Exeter by nine; pro-
ceed to Concord, and return to Ports-
mouth by five o'clock the next
Wednesday afternoon.

*** The persons offering to contract
for this road, are desired also to state
the terms on which they will carry the
mail from Exeter to Concord and back,
once a week; leaving Exeter every
Monday at ten o'clock in the morning,
reaching Concord the next day by
noon, and returning to Exeter on
Wednesday by two in the afternoon,

38. From Concord (by Plymouth
and Oxford) to Hanover, once in
two weeks. The mail to leave Con-
cord every other Wednesday by six
o'clock in the morning, and arrive
at Hanover the next day by five in
the afternoon; to leave Hanover on
Friday at six o'clock in the mormn-
ing, and returning by the new road,
arrive at Concord on Saturday by
five in the afternoon.

39. For carrying the mail from Con-
cord to Hanover, by the route above
described, once in every week.

40. For carrying the same mail (from
Concord to Hanover by the new road,
both going and returning, once in ev-
ery week, and once in two weeks.

The terms for carrying the mail be-
tween Concord and Hanover, in four
different ways here mentioned, to be
distinctly stated.
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As some of these mails may be con-

veniently carried in stage-waggons,
persons inclined to contract will be
pleased to state the terms on which
they will so carry any of them, as well
as the terms on which they will carry
them on horseback.

NOTE 1. If hereafter it should appear
that any other times for the arrival and

Whole Number 210

departure of the mails would be more
convenient and useful than those
above proposed, alterations may ac-
cordingly be made.

2. For cvery hour's delay in arriving
after the times prescribed in any con-
tract, the contractor to forfeit one dol-
lar; and for the non-performance of a

trip, double the sum which the value
on one trip shall bear to the value of
the whole number of trips to be per-
formed.

3. The contracts to continue in force
until the first day of June, 1794,

TIMOTHY PICKERING,
Postmaster-General.

Bradley’s 1796 Postal Route Map
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Barr Fyke Machine Cancel Era: 1895-1905
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Figure 1 Barr-Fyke experimental machine cancel on
Kansas City, Missouri, music dealer 5 ad cover.

By Marshall C. Lipton

Barr Fyke was one of the least known and most short-
lived early postage cancelling machines. Nonetheless
1t is intriguing history, and these cancellations received
recognition in Reg Morris and Robert J. Payne’s The
Machine Cancel Society Specialized Study No. 3, Vol-
ume 3, 1990.

The Barr Fyke machine cancel was conceived by John
Barr, a railroad mail clerk from Kansas City, Mis-
souri in 1895. It was most likely manufactured to fill
the void created when the International Flier machine
canceler was withdrawn from service. In 1896, Barr
entered into a partnership with lawyer Charles Fyke
and subsequently formed the Barr Fyke Machine Co.
corporation. Both Barr and Fyke painstakingly labored
on the development of the machine which required
six patents and 13 experimental machines to refine
its operations so as to obtain the U.S. Post Office’s
approval. This article shows samples of some of the
domestic cancels and postal history relating to the
period.

Two of the early 1896 Kansas experimental cancels
with the distinctive rectangular dial and vertical can-
celer are shown in figures I & 2. The former is an
attractive advertising cover with a Barr Fyke type X-
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Figure 2 Barr-Fyke
experimental type X-4 on
postal card to Bruno,
Nebraska.

3b. The latter is X-4 on a postal card to Bruno, Ne-
braska with a series of grain price quotations on the

back. Rl

The X-10 in

figure 3 with a
more traditional
dial, is a 1897
local unsealed
usage to Dr.

Baid, Ccoratoy

Gttt

C.wW.

Rich-

mond (1869-

§ forndy,

1932), the As-
sistant Curator
of Birds at the

L 3

éog‘.*

Smithsonian
Institute who
undertook the
lifelong and
mammoth task
of publishing a 70,000 card index—"*The
Richmond Index to the Genera and Specie
of Birds.”

Figure 4 illustrates a postal card cancelled
twice with an X-7b dated March 15, 1897
at 7:30 PM and again at 9 PM suggesting
that the first crosswise cancel was unac-
ceptable. In this instance most likely the
post office did not operate the machine
again until 9 PM which accounts for the
latter cancel. An experimental X-10 cover
with a crooked cancel and a rarely seen
auxiliary postage due marking is shown in

Institution.

Figure 3 with a more traditional dial, is a 1897 local unsealed usage to Dr.
C.W. Richmond (1869-1932), the Assistant Curator of Birds at the Smithsonian
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Figure 4 A postal card cancelled twice in Washington, D.C. with an
X-7b dated March 15, 1897 at 7:30 PM and again at 9 PM
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who served under
McKinley (1896-1899).
The same cancel is seen
on the Spanish American
war patriotic cover from
Washington, D.C. in fig-
ure 7.

Figure 5 An
experimental
1897 Washington,
D.C., X-10 cover
with a crooked
cancel and a
auxiliary postage
due marking.

figure 5. These are but two ex-
amples of the numerous can-
celling flaws portending the
future demise of the machine.

After ironing out some of these
problems on September 16,
1897 the Post Oftice Depart-
ment entered into a lease
agreement with Barr Fyke
Company and in Washington,
D.C. on January 22, 1898 the
cancelling machine officially
began operation. Figure 6 is an
example of a Barr Fyke A2-

VICE-PRESIDENT'S CHAMBER,
WASHINCTON. ‘ { ' !

/

iy e ?‘/ WAt oS

2T L ; . / 5, \ o 7 //'
e L 7NN AL LB I AL

{

oy
c

102a from the Washington of-
fice of Garret A. Hobart, Vice
President of the United States

Figure 6 Barr Fyke A2-102a from the Washington office of Garret A. Hobart, Vice
President of the United States.

Figure 7 Washington, D.C.,
Type A2 on an attractive
Spanish-American War
patriotic cover dating from
July 1898,

s 8 ¢ 3 3




An A2-102b cancel is illus-
trated in figure 8 to Chauncey
Depew, formerly the chairman
of'the board of Vanderbilt rail-
ways system, Presidential can-
didate in 1888 and Senator for
New York 1899-1911.

During this period there were
numerous cancels from vari-
ous governmental depart-
ments and agencies. One of
these is illustrated in figure 9,
a C4-121 notice of copyright
from the Library of Congress
on a 1902 postal card to the
publisher, Geo W. Jacobs Co
for “Our Life

January 2005
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After Death” by
Arthur Cham-
bers. Figure 10
is a Washington,
D.C. penalty
cover with C4-
121 in which the

sender improp- |y T
erly crossed out
the  penalty |

.y

.4 5'8 s

b, //, Lo
clause and used | "u‘, / ‘

it for private cor- [¢ 'y \)
respondence.

- L i o a 5 L]
Zainan |1 ] LB
W L 1 WiBRARYIOR CONGRESD,
2t PM = ofrrch of e ibonned oefeodiefid
W PME i e b uis TS »

\ : | | oRF Lnn‘u 3 ! lria 5.‘ ; y
= g i ' J ;ll'i l';'-\ ‘ill I ‘!i.u . 3

B Uose b ot '
o3 < dts™ ak
p’fl L(’ a o(e [7/«.11‘ ;L} //ofn

Figure 9

A ——

oy A

P

p,,;.ﬁ/,."‘_/t'véa/(.f Y2y PP - A
= ~ 4

!'j. /-

y 1 Heweny.

&4/;?«{4{7- i f & r’is‘}/l}‘ffﬁ - e

,:'?r.
i)

/ //’?41::1/

Figure 10

63



64

Whole Number 210

¢ '/’v ,,,X
-

>

,r/ .
2. "',9-'(—?;/‘“4—-—« V e -

7‘7

Q> b £ e

71}(,

Figure 11

Subsequently the machines’ use spread to other
cities. Figure 11 shows a New York City AS1/
2-102a from W.B. Cogswell, a founder of the
Solvay Process Co., one of the largest produc-
ers of soda ash, to the company offices in Syra-
cuse, N.Y.

Figure 12 is a faulty AS1/2-102 cancel with
date portion of the dial removed for 3 class
mail. Figure 13 shows a Oshkosh C4-121 lo-
cal non carrier use with a canceler smudge. The
latter two are instances of worn and defective
cancels that plagued this invention.

The postal department was dissatisfied with the
operation of the machine and conducted a com-
parison study of all machine cancellers in use.
They found the Barr Fyke canceler rated next
to last. Thus, in 1905 the contract for the 37

ESTAHLISHED 1488

CHAB., REINWARTH,
MANUPASTURIS OF
PIANQFORTE COVERED S8TRINGS
AMD ImvearOR 4o FATENTED OF
BUFLEX STRING COVERING MACHINE,
386 & IHA SECHAND AVE..

NEW YORK,

7 WJ{

%a/}/,(u z/ T S

oz RS /' 7

machines in use was canceled.
Nevertheless, its saga was in-
teresting and generated a lode
of engaging postal history.

References:

Morris, Reg & Payne, Robert
J. “Barr Fyke,” The Machine
Cancel Society Specialized
Study No. 3, Vol. 3, 1990.

(Biographical sketches from
the Internet.)

Figure 12

- ®5blgosb ]Boahb ot crabe“ | ':A-,A. T A ok :
WM. B, STIC I A Ak g s s t !4 )

' 6t M j
Roomn : National u_nlal\ ll_nul u-nv ing

Figure 13




January 2005

T

Novelty Post Cards
and Tagged Items
Through the Mails

At that time the orders went out that glit-
ter added cards must be mailed under
cover and with the first class letter rate.
The trick to the collecting is that “most™
glassine envelopes were tossed and the
card inside kept. Some glassines were cut

Item 1

By Robert C. Roland

Some strange post cards and tagged items have gone
through the mails in the first few years of the twenti-
eth century. In today’s fast paced automated Postal
Services these items would never “fly” as they did in
the golden age. Travel back to those days of old where
you could mail a letter in care of the local Postmaster
and a clerk would spend time looking up your current
address. Or, the days, when multiple deliveries of the
mails a person could send an invitation to tea and the
sender could get an answer back before teatime.

Over the years I have picked up some of these early
greetings made from different materials and would
like to share them with La Posta. Most were mailed

in the UR corner so the stamp became

canceled and stayed with the card, while

most were lost to history. In some cases
cards will be found with only cancels on the remain-
ing stamp, while the date mark remained on the glass-
ine.

As you can see from the scans, cousin Rossic sent
cousin Irma this card, and for our good luck over 95
years, Irma and others kept the glassine with the card.

We have an intact glassine with a nice Jamesport, Feb
24, 1909 duplex on Scott 332 and a partial Lock
Springs, MO on the back of the glassine and still have
the matching card.

Item Two. Swiss Embroidery made in USA,
unmailed. Not many of these cards exist mailed as
most surly were sent under cover. This card is from
WWI era with the Corps of Engineers logo.

and others were meant to be.

Item One. One of my favorites,
and in my years of collecting one
of the more unusual items from a
historic perspective, is the glitter
add-on card. It is my understand-
ing that glue and glitter on a post
card became the rage with the be-
ginning of the divided back era
(1907-1915). Both store-bought

Item 2

CUC gy
ity

i

cards and kit added cards are to be
found.

JONE CENT ‘{

STAMP

Those more literate in postal regu-
lations can provide the dates when
the authorities begin to notice the
destruction of mechanical sorting
machines due to the glitter release
in to the equipment.

HLRLJ

FOR ADORARSS,

¢
N

FOR CORRKSEPONCENCE

[
B
]
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Co my
jear Sitle

Item 3

Item Five. Aluminum greeting. This card appears to
be English as to the stamp box. Note the requirement
that the card “must be send (sp) under cover only. If
mailed under cover how did the partial cancel hap-
pen. | think this is a case where the outer envelope
was cut in the corner so the applied stamp remained
on the card. Because of the consistency of the alumi-
num, | believe the stamp fell off at a later date. The
cancel was struck so hard that the aluminum is bent
through the other side.

Item Three. French made for the American WWI
Expeditionary forces in the form of an envelope with
the enclosed miniature greeting, unmailed with Miss
E. Kimmins on the address side.

Item Four. Scratch your matches on my patches, tag
mailer with no date from Manitou Springs, Colorado.
With Scott 802, I believe this mailed at first class rate
but I will leave that to the experts. Card is thick flex-
ible stock made to look and feel like leather. Mailed
between 1937 and 1958, I believe.

%/ 1 TR
z 14DV Naw ‘a9
& NappRy New, jeds

Item Six. Daisy loves me or loves me not card with a
wheel to select the choice. Mailed with nice
Desdemona, Texas 1908 cancel on Scott 319. Now,
again, 1 do not know the regulations but it appears
this card, written in purple colored pencil was mailed
at the first class rate.




January 2005

There’s Aye Something to

Aboot in

THE CASTLE & PRINCES STREEFE, SDINBURGH, v

PRINLS STREET FROM THE
WEST END, EDINBURGH

EDINBURGH

Valenting A 3ons, Ltd, Dundss and London

Item 7

Item Seven. As the say, what is under a Scotsman’s
Kilt? In this case it is a group of 8 pictures from Scot-
land. T have included this great card because of the
Great Britain mailing regulations on the back and
because itis a neat card. Ithink this is pre 1906, what
do you think.

Item Eight. The Wise old owl mailed with Scott 300
in 1907. Pillow Post Card Co., St. Paul, Minn.

Item 8

“wos) AU

M AR AW 08 CEYD AWOe OV

Item Nine. (next page) Leather and felt bear from
Yellowstone. I do not know the intended end use of
this card. It is leather on the top with three layers of
felt attached. Is the required 1-1/2 cents postage for
3 or 4™ class? 1 just thought I would end this little
writing with a mystery.
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GREETINGS

Whole Number 210

Don Tocher
U.S. Classics, Stamps
and Postal History
~ See the many examples at my website ~
http://www.postalnet.com/dontocher/

Garfield-Perry, Mar 11-13, 2005 , Masonic
Auditorium, Cleveland, OH, H.S, Crt 15C & Rt 1

Covermania, Mar. 19-20, Quality Inn (soon
Clarion) at Exit 5 of 1-90, just 4 miles from exit 24
of the New York state Thruway, Albany, NY

ASDA, APS, USPCS, CSA, USSS
Box 679, Sunapee, NH 03782, PH/FAX 603-763-5138
dontoch@ix.netcom.com

www.heldforpostage.com

US & Worldwide
Postal History

£ ““ B

, N

Selections from the Stocks of
Noted Dealers

P 8 [

Bob Baldridge
Crown & Eagle
Elwyn Doubleday
& Others

Classics to Modern
States, Postmarks, Rates, elc.
Also Selling
Paper Collectibles
& Ephemera

Website Updated Regularly
Accepting Credit Card and

On-Line Payments Through
PayPal

www. heldforpostage.com

Timothy R. Pusecker,

Proprietor
APS #157253

postagedues@sbcglobal net
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American Peace Society Covers

By Richard W. Helbock

The American Peace Society of Boston was formed
through a merger of the peace societies of Maine, New
Hampshire and Massachusetts in May 1828. The ob-
jective of the society was to promote peaceful resolu-
tion of international problems through dialogue and
negotiations rather than armed conflict. To that end,
members of the

organization grew to nearly 8,000 members on the
eve of World War 1.

One of the things that the A.P.S. did to raise funds
was to sell Peace Propaganda envelopes. Two of their
designs dating from the 1970s are shown here. The
records of the American Peace Society are now housed
in the Swathmore College Peace Collection.

A.P.S. published

many articles,

| ﬁ?&:xm

0N xmﬂ Qxemwm,

phamphlets, pe-
riodicals and
books arguing
for peace in the
world. Society
membership re-
mained only a
few hundred
people through-
out most of the
19th century, but,

.%\\\“_\

a.yv “

under the direc-
tion of Benjamin
Franklin True-

blood who be-

Addiess Amencan Peaece Bociety, Boston, sent by mail 25 for 15 cents, 10 rfor 56 pepta, 250 toy 8100, 100 [or 8300, Use 1oe

came the A.P.S.
General Secre-

.P.S. cover b rtiall
tary in 1892, the APS. co ears a partially

Lavishly decorated with an image of an angel and child with lamb and lion, this

legible postmark dating from the 1870s. It is ad-

dressed to a woman in Mungersville, Michigan.
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Announcing:

La Posta’s
Ebay Postal History Retail Store

A new source for readers to acquire inexpensive cards and covers on line. Each lot is described
briefly and illustrated in full color. Our objective is to offer low to moderately priced postal history
items of a type similar to those typically found in La Posta Subscribers’ Auctions. All purchases
must be made through Ebay, but payment may be arranged by cash, check or by using Pay Pal.
Presently, we have only about 100 lots listed but we expect to expand our offerings considerably in
weeks to come.

Why not drop by and check us out?

To visit our store, go to:

www.la-posta.com

and scroll down the page to the Store link

HERE IS A SMALL SAMPLE OF SOME OF THE LOTS CURRENTLY ON OFFER
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United StatesPostal History

Town Cancels. D.P.O.’s, machines, adver-
tising, R.P.O.’s, stampless and much more
are featured in my state price lists. Which
state may | send you?

P.O. Box 94822
Las Vegas NV 89193
(800) 594-3837
FAX (702) 369-9139

http://postalhistory.com

Colorado Postal Ristory S0ciety |

Membership includes: B
* Journal - 6 Issues Per Year "Colorado Postal H:stonan
*Including "Enc d/clopedra of Colorado Post Office Markings"
+ Tracings of all recorded postal markings..
+ A list of postmasters and appointment dates...

+ A description of the town site and how to locate it
+ Two Meetings per Year
For More information Contact:
Roger Rydberg, CPHS Secretary
354 So Nile St, Aurora, CO 80012
rrydbergb@comeast.net

www.ColoradoPostalHistorySociety.com

Help our ‘Club Postal History
Exhibit!’

IRVING, TEXAS IS 100 YEARS OLD.
We need the following cancels:
Irving (1904-70), Kit, Finley, Estelle,
Buck, & Breck.

Contact: John Barrett, Ph.D. at
johnb@royalbodycare.com
Our web site: www.mid-
citiesstampclub.com

THE NEW JERSEY POSTAL HISTORY
SOCIETY

S MOV JERSEY,

L nnmﬂ s

announces the publication of
THE POSTAL MARKINGS OF NEW JERSEY
STAMPLESS COVERS: AN UPDATE
by Donald A. Chafetz
© Copyright 2004
Price: $10 postpaid to US, $12 abroad;
add an extra $5 for CD if purchased with book.

20 vears of additions to the Wm C. Coles work of
1983, including a wealth of new dates and new
postmarks.

A must for the collector of New Jersey stampless
covers, and other stampless collectors as well.
To order, contact
Jean Walton, 125 Turtleback Rd., Califon, N.J
07836
email NJPostalHistory@aol.com
Order form available on our website at

http://members.aol.com/njpostalhistory/phsindex
:htm

————

USA POSTAL HISTORY

Colonial to Prexies: Maritime, Destinations, Expos,

DPOs, Railroad, Territorial, CSA,Express,
Possessions, & Military

APS AmeriStamp Expo
Atlanta, GA
February 18 - 20, 2005

STEPHEN T. TAYLOR
5 Glenbuck Road

Surbiton, Surrey
England KTé6 6BS

Phone 01144-208-390-9357
Fax 01144-208-390-2235
Email: staylor995@aol.com
www.stephentaylor.co.uk

Your American dealer in Britain

A\

i, @ =
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TOMORROW'’S POSTAL HISTORY IS HAPPENING
TODAY!

Strange but true, it is easier to find what U.S. post offices existed
in 1902 than to find out what U.S. post offices are operating in
2002.

The only official source, USPS’ National 5-Digit Zip Code & Post
Office Directory, leaves out literally thousands of stations and
branches, lists closed offices, and is riddled with other errors.

Finally, a complete list is here! The Post Mark Collectors Club’s
Directory of Post Offices, as noted in Linn’s Stamp News and the
American Philatelist, is as accurate as 10 years of research and 20
volunteers can make it. The postal rarities of tomorrow are listed
here, and only here.

Available in handsome notebook format for $50, or two computer
disks for $15.80. Payment (payable to PMCC) to Andrew Mitchell,
P.O. Box 5, Tariffville, CT 06081-0005. Individual state lists also
available — see order form at http://www.postmarks.org

| Questions or requests for a free sample to above address or

i by e-mail to: ajmitchell2@attbi.com

MKD Research & Consulting
CANADA Michael K. Dattolico

3830 Bernard Place

COVERS Columbus, Ohio 43224-2201

A
. O R —
A 4

WEBSITE

Specializing in:

INCLUDING USA RELATED COVERS ® manuscript editing
® research on US military

covers, US possessions
www.canadacovers.ca and general states postal

\ history

Jim Miller Ltd. 614/263-6145
Box 56571, Lougheed Mall Postal Outlet mmdattol@aol.com
Burnaby, BC V3J 7E3

CANADA
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Current In-Print LaPosta Titles:
The Essential Library for the Postal Historian

Prexie Postal History Edited by Richard W. Helbock 100p,
Card cover. $25.00 ~ $4.00 shipping.

Montana Territorial Postntarks By Wesley N, Shellen and
Francis Dunn 128p, Card cover. $25.00 + $4.00 shipping

A Guide to U.S. APO Cancels of the Second World War
By fim Forte and Richard Helbock, 1996, 136p, SB. $15.00

Combat Infuntry Mail: A Catalog of Postmarks Used By
WWII U.S. Infantry Divisions By Richard Helbock. 1991, 152p.
SB. $24.00

Colorado Hlustrated Covers By Kenncth Segerstrom, 1988,
104p, SB. §12.00

Somewhere in Time: The Kansas Territory 1854-1861 By
William Martin. 1987, 170p, HB. $24.00 Limited Stock!

Oklafioma Post Offices By Richard Helbock, 1987. 272p,
SB. $24.00 Limited stock!

Raihvay Post Offices of California and Nevada By Rod
Crossiey, 1991, 204p, SB. $32.50

The Catalog of New Mexico Raifway Postal Markings By
Charles Towle, 1988, 80p,SB. $10.00 Limited stock!

Encyclopedia of R.F.D. Cancels — 2™ Revised Edition By
Harold Richow, 1995. 272p, SB. $39.95 Low Stock!

Pacific Nortlnvest Doanes By Richard Helback. 1985, 68p.
SB. §10.00 Limited stock!

Western Post Offices in 1990 Compiled by Richard Helbock,
1985, 48p. SB. $10.00

Western Postmaster Compensation in the 1880°s Compiled
by Richard Helbock, 1982, 160p, 5B. $14.95 Limited stock!

Oregon Postmaster Compensation, 1851-1911 Compiled
by Richard Helbock, 1982. 130p. SB. §14.95

Postmasters & Post Offices of the United States, 1782-
1811 By Robert Stets. 1994, 294p. SB. $32.50. HB S42.50 Lim-
ited stock!

LA POSTA POST OFFICE SERIES
AND OTHER RECENT TITLES

United States Post Offices — Volume 1 — The West By Ri-

chard Helbock, 1998, 222p, SB. $27.50

SHIPPING INFORMATION: Add $4.00 shipping for
the first book, $1.00 for each additicnal title. Foreign or-
ders ADD $10.00 per order to the preceding.

We've Moved! Please note our New Address, Phone
and Fax Numbers and our New E-mail Address.

JAMESE. LEE

P.O. Box 36 m

Cary L. 60013-0036

(847) 462-9130 @
Fax: (847) 462-9140

E-Mail: jim@jameslee.com
Website: www.jameslee.com

United States Post Offices — Volume 2 — The Great Plainys
By Richard Helbock, 1998, 222p. SB. $27.50

United States Post Offices — Voliune 3 — The Upper Mid-
west By Richard Helbock. 1999, 264p, SB. $§27.50

United States Post Offices — Volume 4 ~ The Northeast
By Richard Helbock, 2001, 288p, SB. $27.50

United States Post Offices — Volume 5 — The Ohio Vulley
By Richard Helbock, 2002, 204p., SB. $27.50

United States Post Offices - Volume 6 — The Mid Atlantic
States By Richard Helbock, 2002, 204p. SB. §27.50

Postinarks on Postcards — 2™ Revised Edition By Richard
Helbock, 2002, 290p, SB. $27.50

U.S. Doanes 2" Revised Edition By Richard Helbock &
Gary Anderson. 2002, 336p. SB. §27.50

OTHER PUBLICATIONS OF INTEREST

Appletons’® United States Postal Guide — October 1863
2002 Reprint, 232p. HB. Forward by Richard Graham. Con-
tains local regulations for ail major cities: including ship and
train arrivals and departures, carrier service and supplementary
mail service. Much of the information is not found elsewhere.
$35.00

The Forwarding of Mail by the U.S. Post Office Depuart-
ment, 1792 — 2001. Wawrukiewicz, 2001, 240p.+8p. color in-
sert, HB. Over 250 illustrations enhance the 21 chapters de-
voted to the forwarding of all classes of mail. $39.95

* ORDER FORM -

I |
l ] Quan.:| Title(s): Price: I
—— :
| o |
I l
|| l
T T

A 1 IL Residents add 8.5% sales tax: 8

: T T =

2 | Shipping Additional H

|
: TOTAL: $ :
| ___ Check Enclosed 7
I chargeto: VISA __ MasterCard |
| Card No.____ '
| Expire Date :
| Name. = |
| Street Address: I
| City: I |
| State:_______ Zip Code: e I
: Phone____ Fax: :
| E-Mail;__ |
LAPAdVS-03

e e Lo J
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WWI Spruce Camp
Mail Wanted

I am seeking information, covers,
postcards, or photos of the Spruce
Production Division—a U.S.
Army unit that logged spruce trees
in Washington & Oregon for air-
plane construction during WW L.

The camps were based in coastal
counties, and may be addressed “Camp 4”7, or “S.T.
Camp 2/48" Sqd. S.P.D.” or similar.

Will buy, or would appreciate copies or jpegs.

Rod Crossley,
Box 729,
Montrose, CA 91021.
rcrossley@weorldnet.att.net

Alaska Collectors Club
APS Affiliate #218

Dedicated to developing a wider interest in the study
and preservation of Alaska’s Postal History.

We arc a wide-ranging group of collectors who are
interested in all aspects of the postal history of Alaska.
From the first covers under United States ownership to

the latest events, we try to cover the gamut of Alaska
postal history.

Some of our features:
¢ Quarterly Journal, The Alaskan Philatelist
% Auctions of Alaska material
> Fellowship with other Alaska collectors

-

*

Dues $15.00, information available from:

Eric Knapp
Secretary/Treasurer

4201 Folker Street, Unit 102
Anchorage, AK 99508 -5377

E-mail: eknapp@gci.net

ARIZONA - NEW
MEXICO

POSTAL HISTORY
SOCIETY

Seeks New Members, Who Seek New
Material, New Information and New
Friends

DUES $10 Annually

Receive “The Roadrunner” Quarterly
Newsletter

Trade Duplicates at Winter and Summer
Meetings

Contact: J. L. Meyer,

20112 West Point Dr., ﬁ«:’\
Riverside, CA 92507 s Y ;}

't
i
|

Ll 15

= =)

Py 4=

&

or

Peter Rathwell,
4523 E. Mountain View Dr.,
Phoenix, AZ 85028

[ &
-
)

ATTENTION

PostaL HisTory & LITERATURE DEALERS

Trade discounts are available on

United States Post Offices, Volumes 1 - 6,
as well as other La Posta Publications.

WRITE OR CALL:
James E. LEF,
P.O. Box 36,
Cary, IL 60013-0036
Voick: 847-462-9130
Fax: 847-462-9140
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Cross Your Fingers?
or

Get a PFC.

Simple words exchanged every day
ameng collectors, dealers and auction
houses alike. W here the doubr disappears
and people can go about the enjoyable
business of collecting instead of the
worrisome business of wondering.
SOME FACTS ABOUT THE
PHILATELIC FOUNDATION:

« serving the hobby since 1943

= not for profic—chartered by che
State of New York

« over 400,000 cercificates 1ssued

« over 300,000 item reference
collection

« full-rime staff of 8 plus on-sire
consultants

Write or call roday for more information.
Or you can also visit our website at
www.philatelicfoundation.org to prine an

application form and get a schedule of fees.

It vou are in New York, we would be
pleased ro show you through our facilicies.

Just cull in advance (212)221-6353.

See our "Fakes and Forgenes™exhibit at

APS AmeriStamp Expo and Reno, Nevada.

The new PF video on "The Pony Bxpress”

will soon be available for shows and clubs.

Please inquire.

The Philatelic Foundation

301 Fifth Avenne = Suire 1901
New York. NY 10017

EXPERT COMMITTEE

N,

We have exumined the enclosed item, of which a photo-
gragh is attached, and described by the applicant as follows:

g?-_ﬁ
0358740
8-11~-00

—

Country UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Car. No. Issue Denom, Color
1 1847 . S¢  rsd brown

GENUINE S

Photucopies of this Cerlificme are not valid,

~\\ .‘
O\ B,
', VAN \ ~

UNCANCELLED HDRIZDN"'RL PAIR ON 1848 FL FROM
CANADA TO NEMW, YORK, RED MONTREAL PMK AT RIGH!
WITH RED “iQ™ IN CIRCLE HANDSTAMP, MS "PAlID

TO THE LINES™ AT TOP.

AND WE ARE OF THE OFINION THAT:

ful ‘lh [\\ U CommMiec
N T rre——

The Philatelic Foundation
70 West 40th Street, 15th Floor

New York. NY 10018

{212)221-6555

ST B v BRI v G S Y

THE STAMPS, WHICH HAVE MANUSCRIPT CANCELLATIONS
REMOUED, DID NOT ORIGINATE ON THIS OTHERWISE

LA N R 3

DI

3V TR S v ST Y

L
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PROFESSIONAL POSTMARK
TRACING & MAPS

I will execute to your exact specifications accurate

- tracings of plain or
fancy postmarks,
cancels and maps.
My work has
appeared in La
Posta in both the
Washington
Territorial postmark series by Richard A. Long and the
19th Century Colorado postmark series by Richard
Frajola.

If you’ve been thinking of a postmark catalog
project, or any research which requires well-executed
postmarks or maps for illustrations, but do not have
the time required to accomplish the tracings, drop me
a line or give me a call with the particulars, and I will
give you a quote.

Jane Dallison
P. O. Box 296, Langlois, OR 97450
(541) 348-2813

La Posta Backnumbers

Backnumbers of La Posta may be purchased
from Sherry Straley, 2214 Arden Way #199,
Sacramento, CA 95825. An index of all
backnumbers through Volume 28 has been com-
pleted by Daniel Y. Meschter and is available on
the La Posta website at www.la-posta.com.

To order backnumbers call Sherry at 916-359-
1898, fax 916-359-1963 or send her an E-mail at
collectiblesi@4agent.org.

We're payin.g
Immediate Cash

for your POSTAL HISTORY,

interesting letters &
correspondences
ephemera and
more! Read on:
WANTED! General
U.S. & foreign postal
history at least 50
years old—including

manuscripts, paper - ey
Fred Schmitl
Americana and cover . 5
lleetions and accumulations. Free ADISSSANEL -
caollee L ace P Sy i . Y =
L L © Philatelist »ioa

appraisals. quick decision, and we ;5
pay you immediately! We also pay all | ALSO: We'ra now ‘

postage costs. Large accumiulations buying early U.S.

. TRAVEL y
weleome. Pl : no photocopies, 17
veled ease: no photocopice BROCHLRES! [/ Y
lists or stamps.

www.fredschmitt.com

Member: Manuscript Saciety. ASDA, APS,
PTS {Londun). CSDA (Canada)

We.” Since 1BnSChm1tt

ALWAYS Investors Ltd.
pay you International Postal History Specialists Since 1953
full market P.O. Box 387-LuP » Northport NY 11768
value. Phonc: (631) 261-660G0 (24 hours)

Fax: (631)261-7744 ¢« E-Mail: fredia fredschmitt.com

WANTED: CALIFORNIA

Postal History by County Pre-1920
California Counties:

Alpine, Inyo, Mono, San Bernardino
Orange & San Diego

Please write or call:
Bob Nichols
1423 N. 1st Ave.
Upland, CA 91786
(909) 982-9697
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Only 5 cents per word delivers your message to the
largest and best informed group of postal historians in
America

Word Count 1 issue 3 issues 6 issues
1-25 $1.25 $3.12 $5.94
26-30 $1.50 $3.75 37.14
31-35 $1.75 $4.35 $8.28
36-40 $2.00 $4.98 $9.48
41-45 $2.25 $5.61 $10.68
46-50 $2.50 $6.24 $11.88
51-55 $2.75 $6.84 $13.02
56-60 $3.00 $7.47 $14.22
61-65 $3.25 $8.10 $15.42
66-70 $3.50 38.73 $16.62
71-75 $3.75 $0.33 $17.76
76-80 $4.00 $9.96 $18.96
81-85 $4.25 $10.59 $20.16
86-90 $4.50 $11.22 $21.36
91-95 $4.75 $11.82 $22.50
96-100 $5.00 $12.45 $23.70

CARDS & COVERS: FOR

TOWNS: WANTED

SALE T

POSTAL HISTORY featured in our mail bid
sales. Free catalogs. Juno Stamps, 1765
Junc Ave., St. Paul, MN 55116-1467.
junostamps@aol.com [36-4]

DO YOU COLLECT State Postal History,
Doane Cancels, or canceis of any kind? Now
with 36 states on line plus Dakota Territory
and more coming. Over 8400 covers online
with over 1400 of them pictured. Gary Ander-
son, P.O. Box 600039, St. Paul, MN 55106,
[36-5]

DPQ's, RPO’s, ships, Doanes, Expos, ma-
chines, military, advertising, auxiliaries, and
more! My Mail Bid Sales offer thousands of
postal history lots. Write/ call for sample cata-
log. Jim Mehrer, 2405-30th Street, Rock Is-
land, IL 81201. Phone: (309) 786-6539.
Email: mehrer@postal-history.com. Internet
website:hitp.//www.postal-history.com.[36-2]

TOWNS:WANTED

ALL STATES and categories wanted! Better
consignment material always needed for my
bi-monthly Mail Bid Sales. Write/ call for con-
signment details. Jim Mehrer, 2405-30th
Street, Rock Island, IL 61201. Phene: {309)
786-6539. Email: mehrer@paostal-
history.com. Internet web site: htip://
www.postal-history.com. [36-3]

CALIFORNIA: MENDOCINO County o 1900:
Albion, Casper, Cleone, Cuffy's Cove, ElK,
Fish Rock, Fort Bragg, Gualala, Inginook,
Kibesillah, Little River Mendocino, Miller,
Navaro, Navaro Ridge, Noyc, Noyo River,
Point Arena, Punta Arenas, Rock Port, Usal,
Westport and Whitesboro. Send photocopies
or priced on approval. Don East (APS, WCS)
P.O. Box 301, Little River, CA 95456 [35-6]

CALIFORNIA - KERN & IMPERIAL County
covers and cards. Especiaily interested in
Bakersfield corner cards. Send description
or photocopies and prices to John Williams,
887 Litchfield Ave., Sebastopol, CA 95472
[35-6]

CALIFORNIA: LOS ANGELES County to
1900 and City of Los Angeles forerunners.
Scans, photocepies or approvals. Michael
Zolno, 2855 West Pratt, Chicago IL

60645, mzolne@aol.com [35-6)

COLORADO: LAKE CITY covers from Abbott
correspondence and GEORGETOWN
Barton House Corner Card and advertising
covers. Qther small Colorado towns alsa
wanted. Steve Morehead, PO Box 1350,
Green Valley, AZ 85622. Email:
steveasc@ix.netcom.com [35-6]

TOWNS: WANTED

ILLINOIS, SNOWFLAKE (Franklin County)
(1886-1907) wanted, manuscripts or post-
marks. Send photocopies & prices to: Ken-
neth Bieda, PO Box 72248, Roselle, IL
60172-0248 [35-5]

WASHINGTON, DC COVERS wanted. Non-
machine 1900-1915. No 3rd class. Carl Stieg,
260 Merrydale Rd., Apt 15, San Rafael, CA
94903. carl phi ebtv.net [(35-6]

IDAHO PANHANDLE: Benewah, Bonner,
Boundary, Clearwater, ldaho, Kootenai, La-
tah, Lewis, Nez Perce, and Shoshone Coun-
ties. Interested in all postmarks and other
postal history items. Send photocopies or
priced on approval. Write or e-mail for post
office lists. | will pay all copying or mailing
costs. Peter Larson, 5301 Robinson Park
Rd., Moscow, 1D 83843, Tel 208-883-8297,

e-mail plarson@wsu.edu. [36-2]

ILLINOIS: MEACHAM (DuPage County)
(1874-1924); SNOWFLAKE (Franklin
County) (1886-1907). Wanted: manuscripts
or postmarks. Send photocopies & prices to:
Kenneth A. Bieda, P.O. Box 72248, Roselle,
IL 60172-0246 [36-5]

MISSOURI CARDS and covers in these
counties: St. Francois, Ste. Genevieve,
Washington, Jefferson, Iron, Madison and
Perry — territorial to 1945. Description and/
or copies with price first letter. Especially
desire Ste. Genevieve Internment Branch
covers and PPC of the Camp as well as pa-
per ephemera of above counties. Bob
Schmidt, 5984 Highway Y, French Village,
MO 63036 [35-5]

NEBRASKA TERRITORIAL covers (before
Mar 1, 1867) wanted for my personal collec-
tion. Write or send copies. Ken Stach, 15 N.
Morning Cloud Circle, The Woodlands, TX
77381 [36-5]

NOTE:

EXPIRATION DATE SHOWN
AT END OF EACHAD, i.e,,
[35-6], MEANS AD WILL
EXPIRE WITH THIS ISSUE.

AD DEADLINE FOR NEXT
ISSUE:

Jan. 20, 2005

E-MAIL US IF YOU
INTEND TO RENEW
YOURAD & TIME IS

SHORT FOR RENEWAL
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TOWNS: WANTED

URGENTLY NEEDED! Philadelphia, PA. ad-
vertising covers with illustrations of buildings.
Also Phila. cameos, classics, all-overs. Postal
history of Philadelphia in the Civil War, any-
thing paper frem the Centennial of 1876 or
Phila. National Export Exposition of 1899.
Autographs of former Mayors of Philadelphia.
All replies answered. Member APS. Gus
Spector, 750 South Main Street, Suite 203,
Phoenixville, PA 19480. GSpecbb@acl.com
[36-4]

NORTH DAKOTA: all postal history wanted
from territorial to modern. Send photocopies
or on approval. Gary Anderson, P.O. Box
600039, St. Paul, MN 55106 [36-6]

OHIO-ATHENS County. Postmarks on cards,
letters, or other post office identification for
the following Athens County post offices:
Allans Store; Bessemer; Big Hocking;
Brettland; Denmans Salt Works,; Derthick;
Doanville; Englishtown; Federal; Fisher,
Grosvenor; Hamlet Run; Hartleyville;
Hawkeye; Hocking City; Horton; Huli; Jack-
sonville; Judson; Kimberley; Kings; Lewis Hil!;
Lick Ridge; Linscotts; Lowry; Luhrig; Lyda;
Lysander; Marchmount; Medill; New
Burlington; New Marshfield; Oakdale;
Poston; Rawndale; Selby {mail to Joy);
Sharps Fork; The Plains; Torch; Welch. Also,
from OHIO-Vinton County; for Moonville and
Rue. Send information to; Gary Schwindler,
4 Cook Drive, Athens OH 45701-2101. Phone
(1-740-594-3005). [35-6)

SOUTH DAKOQTA Territorial and Statehood
covers wanted for my personal collection.
Write or send copies. Ken Stach, 15 N. Morn-
ing Cloud Circle, The Woodland, TX 77381
[36-6]

WEST POINT, NEW YORK covers --
stampless to 1890 -- wanted for personal col-
lection. Send on approval or photocopies.
Prompt response promised. Richard Helb-
ock, P. O. Box 100, Chatsworth Island, NSW
2469 Australia {35-8).

SUB-STATION POSTAL
MARKINGS: WANTED

SUB-STATION postal markings from any US
city wanted. Especially interested in legible
duplex and MOB markings. Send photo-
copies with firm price to Dennis Pack, 1915
Gilmere Ave., Winona, MN 55987 {35-6]

RFD CANCELS: WANTED

COLORADO RFD postal markings wanted.
Especially interested in "Richow” Type 1 and
Type 2 examples. Send scans or photocopies
with prices to: Roger Rydberg, 354 So. Nile
St., Aurora, CO 80012. E-mail:
rydbergb@comcast.net [36-3]
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MILITARY: WANTED

ALASKA & WESTERN CANADA APQs, in-
teresting Pan American (Scott 294-299) is-
sues on cover and Pittsburgh/Allegheny
County covers from 1851-1861. Send
Xeroxes or scans and pricing to Bob McKain,
2337 Giant Oaks Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15241

(57-velte@adelphia.net) [36-2]

U.S. CIVILWAR through Korean War P.O.W.
and WWII Japanese-American U.S. Intern-
ment Camp postal history wanted. Send pho-
tocopy / scan and price to Ed Close, 12 Sweet
Briar Rd., Coatesville, PA 19320. Email:
hombresello@ca.com. [36-2]

DOANE CANCELS:
WANTED

Buy, sell and trade Doane Cancels of all
states. Send photocopies or on approval.
Gary Anderson, P.O. Box 600039, St. Paul,
MN 55106 [36-5]

US STAMPS ON COVER:
WANTED

STARTING TO COLLECT Hawaii 80 cent
(C46). Need commercial covers and informa-
tion. jonpac@aol.com [35-5]

LITERATURE: FOR SALE

THE AWARD-WINNING 240-page book of
Wisconsin postal history - Going For the Mail,
A History of Door County Post Offices -- is
now at a special price; $13.00 postpaid from
the author. Jim Hale, 5401 Raymond Road,
Madison, WI 53711. [35-6]

United States Post Offices cn CD-ROM. The
most complete lists currently available*. Con-
tains: Combined alphabetical list of active
and discontinued Offices from all states (in-
cluding years of operation and counties); 50
individual state lists, plus DC and Indian Ter-
ritory; combined list of all Counties; and state-
hood, territorial and Confederate secession
dates. The ultimate reference for identifying
manuscript postmarks, postcards, letters, etc.
(*NOTE: Alabama and Georgia have not
been fully researched, but this CD includes
thousands of offices previously unpublished
from those states.) PC or MAC. $99.00 post-
paid, worldwide. (lllinois residents: $105.93.)
Jim Mehrer, 2405- 30th Street, Rock Island,
IL61201.(36-2]

www.pacificpiongers.com - Check out this
700 page Baok on Pan Am’s flight covers in
the Pacific - 1935 to 1946. | sell, trade or ex-
change information on new cover finds. Also
want to purchase similar material. Jon E.
Krupnick, 700 Southeast 3rd Ave,, Ft. Lau-
derdale, FL 33316 [36-5]

LITERATURE: FOR SALE

Interested in Advertising covers? A large
collection of organ and piano covers and
ephemera related to Washington, New Jer-
sey, featured in the New Jersey Postal His-
tory Society's journal NJPH in 2003 & 2004,
and earlier in the APS journal [Dec 1996],
now available on CD in PDF format. In-
cluded are 3 articles, and over 200 images
of the original album pages, including cov-
ers and other ephemera 1880-1910.
Easy navigation of this amazing collection.
Offered by the New Jersey Postal History
Society for $20 postpaid to US addresses,
$22 abroad. Contact: JWalton, 125
Turtleback Rd, Califon, NJ 07830 or email
NJPestalHistory@aol.com. [35-5]

WANTED: MISCELANY

RODEO/"WILD WEST" illustrated advertis-
ing covers; early law enforcement corner
cards; Newfoundland/Western Canada
Postmarks/viewcards. Priced photocopies:
Mario, Box 342, Saskatoon, SASK., 57K
3L3, CANADA [36-4]

9¢ ALAMO US #1043; plate varities; com-
mercial covers {interesting destinations and
postal markings); unusual FDCs especially
postmarked other than San Antonio; Alamo
memorabilia. Jane Fohn, 10325 Little Sugar
Creek, Converse, TX 78109-2409;
janekfohn@sbcglebal.net [3553]

BUYING?SELLING -- US mint and used
postal cards, reply cards, covers and ma-
chine cancels. Dick Borkowski, P.O. Box
118, Edgemont, PA 19028. [35-6]

AIRMAIL COVERS - Commercial Only (No
First Flights or philatelic)-United States to
destinations in Europe, Africa, Asia and
Oceania dating from before 1938. Also C1-
C9 on commercial covers to foreign or do-
mestic addresses. Send priced on approval
or photocopies, or request my offer. Rich-
ard Helbock, P.O. Box 100, Chatsworth Is-
land, NSW 2469 Australia [35-6]

FOREIGN: WANTED

COMMERCIALAIR air covers, 1945 or ear-
lier, any intercontinental mail, i.e, Europe to
Asia, North America to Africa, Australia to
Europe, etc. Send scans or photocopies for
my offer, or on approval to Richard Helb-
ock, PO Box 100, Chatsworth Istand, NSW
2469, Australia or helbock@la-posta.com

PORTUGUESE AFRICA provisional air-
mails (Companhia de Mogambique/
Mogambigue/Angola/Guine: (1932-1937) *
Angola emergency airmails (1945}); on cover
or mint/used; for an exhibit. Send copy/scan/
price to: aerophil59@yahoo.com: John
Bloor, 8727 E. Ketile Pl., Englewood, CO
80G112-2710; Voice mail (720)-529-5942;
Voice/fax (303) 771-7554 [36-5]
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January 2005

La Posta Publications

33470 Chinook Plaza, #216,
Scappoose OR 97056
email: helbock@la-posta.com

We hope that you have enjoyed our journal and [ wish to cordially invite you to become a subscriber.

LA POSTA is published six times a year and provides over 450 pages of research, news and information regard-
ing all aspects of American postal history. With a subscription price of just $25 per year, most of our readers
consider us to be the best bargain in postal history today.

In addition to the journal, La Posta conducts regular mail auctions of postal history material submitted by our
subscribers. These Subscribers’ Auctions typically feature over 600 lots per sale and are mailed as separate
booklets. They have proven extremely popular as a way for collectors to acquire moderately priced cards and
covers and to dispose of their duplicate or unwanted material.

I hope you will find La Posta worthy of your support. If so, please take a moment to fill out the form below and
send us a check in the amount of $25, or pay via credit card at www.la-posta.com/journal him to begin your
subscription with our next issue.

incerely yours,
whas £ QM%—A
Richard W. Helbock,
Publisher

La Posta Publications
33470 Chinook Plaza, #216
Scappoose, OR 97056

Hello Richard:

Yes, I'll give La Posta a try. You may begin my subscription with the Volume 36, Number | (Feb-Mar 05)
issue. Enclosed is my check in the amount of $25.00.*

Name:

Address:

City, State, ZIP;

*or pay via credit card through Pay Pal at www.la-posta.com/journal him
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ADVERTISING IN LA POSTA

DISPLAY ADS are available on a contract basis as shown below. Ad contents may be changed from issue-to-issue, provided
changes are received by the posted deadlines.
INSIDE PAGES

Ad Size One [ssue Three Issues Six Issues
1/8-page $13.00 $29.90 $54.60
1/4-page $30.00 $69.00 $126.00
1/2-page $55.00 $126.50 $231.00
1-page $100.00 $230.00 $420.00

BACK COVER*(1/2 PAGE, COLOR)

Back Cover 'z page One Issues $250.00
Two issues $475.00
Four issus $800.00
Six issues $1,250.00
INSIDE COVER*(FULL-PAGE, BLACK & WHITE)
One [ssue $175.00
Two issues $275.00
Four issus $580.00
Six issues $800.00

*We normally ask that back cover and inside cover ads be taken out for a minimum of two issues due to our advance printing
schedule for covers.

All charges include Type setting & Layout
AD DEADLINES FOR INSIDE PAGES are as follows: Dec/Jan issue - Nov 15; Feb/Mar issue - Jan 15; Apr/May issue - Mar
15; Jun/Jul issue - May 15; Aug/Sep issue - July 15; Oct/Nov issue - Sep 15.

AD DEADLINES FOR BACK COVER COLOR AD & INSIDE COVER ADS are:
Dec/Jan & Feb/Mar issue — Nov 15; Ap/May & Jun/July issue — Mar 15; Aug/Sep & Oct/Nov issue — July 15.

E-mail your ad to Cath Clark at: laposta_cclark@hotmail.com
or send to: La Posta, PO Box 100, Chatsworth Island, NSW 2469 AUSTRALIA
Phone Between 3:00 pm & 10:00 pm PST (011) (61} (2) (6645-1829)

MAIL AUCTIONS DISPLAY ADS

RANDY STEHLE - 36 JAMES E. LEE -73 & 74

DISPLAY ADS MID-CITIES TEXAS STAMP CLUB - 71
ALASKA COLLECTORS CLUB - 74 JIM MILLER - 72

ARIZONA-NEW MEXICO P. H. S.- 74 NEW JERSEY POSTAL HISTORY
STEVEN BERLIN - 39 SOCIETY - 71

COLORADO P. HIST. SOCIETY - 71 BOB NICHOLS - 76

ROD CROSSLEY - 74 NUTMEG STAMP SALES - Back cover
JANE DALLISON - 76 THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION - 75
MICHAEL DATTOLICO - 72 POSTMARK COLLECTORS CLUB - 72
MIKE ELLINGSON - 60 TIMOTHY R. PUSECKER - 28

JIM FORTE - 71 SCHMITT INVESTORS LTD. - 76
ALTON KRAFT - 30 STEPHEN T. TAYLOR - 71

LA POSTA's EBAY STORE -70 DON TOCHER - 28

LA POSTA BACKNUMBERS - 76 UNIVERSAL SHIP CANCELLATION

LA POSTA SUBSCRIPTION FORM - 79 SOCIETY - 39


mailto:cclark@hotmail.com

GO lng PO Stal ? (History, that is!)

Go to Nutmeg Stamp Sales!

We offer a variety of postal history items in each of our
15 annual sales. That’s more than one sale a month!

Come see what we have for you!
Bids are welcome by mail, telephone, fax, email or
via the Nutmeg Stamp Sales website. Get a free

auction catalogue by calling
1-800-522-1607
View auction lots online at
www.nutmegstamp.com

rer ol Receive notification of future sales by providing us with your
NUTMEG name, address, email address and areas of collecting interest.

21\}\#’ We'll add you to our Special Customer List and alert you to
e upcoming sales. Email or write us today.
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