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PUBLISHER'S PAGE
Three Score Years Ago

America lay dozing in the late summer sun. With memo-
ries of Labor Day picnics still fresh in her mind, random
thoughts of the joys of seeing family and friends at forth-
coming holiday parties flitted through her consciousness.
She was at peace. Life was sweet.

The baseball pennant races were drawing to a close. The
playoffs and the World Series were looming just over the
horizon. A brand new football season had just kicked off
with promise of some mighty good games in the weeks and
months ahead. Radios blared with sounds of the latest pop
music interspersed with a few golden oldies. Movie the-
aters were doing land-office business rolling out
Hollywood’s latest blockbusters week after week. Amuse-
ment parks competed for crowds by promising the biggest
thrill rides on their shiny new roller coasters.

News reporters and commentators assured her nightly that
the troubles in Europe and Asia were indeed unfortunate,
but everyone knew that those places were a long way off
and America could sleep securely protected by her isola-
tion of distance. She was, after all, the land of the free and
the home of the brave.

The year was 1941.

Few among us have clear memories of those last shining
days of the summer of 1941. Many more of us have caught
glimpses of what they must have been like in the movies
and newsreels recollecting the days. We all know that
America’s peace was soon to be shattered by a heinous and
horrific sneak attach on her citizens at Pearl Harbor, and
we know that what followed was four long years of fight-
ing and dying and personal sacrifice. The question on all
of our minds today is, of course, what will be the conse-
quences of this latest terrible sneak attack by fundamental-
ist Islamic madmen?

There can be no doubt that our own carefree days of the
summer of 2001 are over. The unimaginable death and
destruction wrought by terrorist attacks on the World Trade
Center and the Pentagon has shocked the entire world.
Americans and people from over sixty other nations died
in numbers we could not imagine in our most frightening
dreams. As I write these words, the United States and its
many allies are preparing to go to war. Troops, planes and
ships are being deployed to positions that will permit them
to conduct strikes against the enemy.

But who is the enemy? Unlike 1941, when we knew for
certain that the enemy was a nation that had attacked our
people and territory, today’s enemy is believed to be the
followers of a shadowy Islamic zealot. Our leaders have
broadened the definition of our enemy to include “nations

which support or harbor terror-
ists”, but that could lead us
onto some very shaky ground.

Obviously, the evidence ap-
pears to suggest that Osama
bin Laden and his network of
fundamentalist Muslims was
directly or indirectly respon-
sible for the attack. He has
been based and supported by
the Taliban regime in Afghani-
stan in recent years, and few people around the world would
argue that the Taliban are anything more than a bunch of
religious fanatics consumed by their own warped universal
view. There appears to be a great deal of support for pun-
ishing the Taliban along with the followers of bin Laden.

Once we move beyond that group to consider terrorists liv-
ing elsewhere in southwest Asia, the Middle East and north
Africa, our enemies become less easy to identify and the
nations that house them may include some who we count as
friends. For example, an armed struggle for control of Kash-
mir—that mountainous region of northern Pakistan and
India—is now in its fourth generation. The region has long
been divided by a ceasefire line, but cross border attacks
by both Indian and Pakistani freedom fighters are common.
To India, these Pakistani attackers are terrorists, and, in-
deed, there have been recent reports that many of them have
closed their camps in Kashmir and are heading for Afghani-
stan to help their Islamic brothers repel the Americans. To
Pakistan, the men who fight India in the north are defend-
ers of Azad Kashmir. They are respected, and while not
officially supported, are certainly tolerated by the govern-
ment. Does this mean that Pakistan is to be numbered among
our enemies?

If we take a broader view to encompass the world of tur-
moil, the situation becomes even more complicated. Name
the country and the question of who is a terrorist is pretty
much in the eye of the beholder. In Iran, Iraq, Israel, Syria,
Lebanon, Jordan, Turkey, Egypt, Sudan, Algeria, Libya and
many other nations of this region the ancient homelands of
peoples have been fractured and there are hatreds that can
be traced back hundreds and perhaps thousands of years.
Some of these people have banded together and use meth-
ods of terror to make war on their enemies. Are these people
and the nations that support them our enemies?

Outside this region of our greatest immediate concern, there
are groups using tactics of terror operating in nations of
Eastern Europe, Africa, Southeast Asia and Latin America.
Even our most reliable international partner, Great Britain,
has lands plagued by bands of armed men using tactics of
terror. Are the militant Catholic and Protestant gangs of
Northern Ireland now our enemies?
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Michigan - David Ellis 4732 Amberwood Court Carlsbad, CA. 92008
Minnesota - Gary Anderson P.O. Box 600039 St. Paul, MN. 55106
Mississippi - Matt Dakin, 2911 N. Hills Dr., Opelika, AL 36801
Missouri - Robert Schultz P.O. Box 28961 St. Louis, MO. 63132
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Oklahoma - Joe Crosby 5009 Barnsteeple Court Oklahoma City, OK. 73142-5405
Oregon - Bill Beith P.O. Box 301263 Portland, OR. 97294-9263
Pennsylvania - Bob McKain 2337 Giant Oaks Drive Pittsburgh, PA. 15241
Puerto Rico - Gary Anderson P.O. Box 600039 St. Paul, MN. 55106
Rhode Island - Jerry Gorman, 24 Oakridge Dr., West Warwick, RI 02893-5483
South Carolina - Dick Laird 1310 Bittersweet Drive Greenfield, IN. 46140
South Dakota - Ken Stach 15 N. Morning Cloud Circle The Woodlands, TX. 77381
Tennessee - Paul Phillips P.O. Box 240 Knoxville, TN. 37901
Texas - Jack M. Smith, Sr. Box 334 Burnet, TX. 78611
Utah - Lloyd Shaw 128 E. 1200 S. Bountiful, UT. 84030
Vermont - Bill Lizotte 98 Brooklyn Heights Apt. 5 Morrisville, VT. 05661-5907
Virginia - Larry McBride 315 N. Bryan St. Arlington, VA. 22201-1420
Washington - Doug DeRoest 482 Modelaire Drive LaGrande, OR. 97850
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Project 2002 State Doane Co-ordinators

Obviously not all terrorist groups are going to be identified
as being on our list of enemies in this new war. Our leaders
will have to make decisions on a case-by-case basis as to
whether this or that terrorist group warrants military, dip-
lomatic or economic action being taken by the United States.
However, since we are attempting to wage this war as an
international community of nations, I fear it may become
very difficult to reach consensus about who are terrorists
and who are not once we go beyond action against Osama
bin Laden and the Taliban.

We will all watch and wait with concern and trepidation as
the drama of coming weeks, months and years unfolds, but
one thing is certain, dear readers, America’s dreamy sum-
mer slumber has once again come to an end. Do not de-
spair. We came through it all before as a wiser and stronger
nation, and we can do it again.

Richard W. Helbock
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POSTAL HISTORIANS
ON LINE

The following individuals have expressed an
interest in corresponding with other collectors via e-
mail. Names are followed by specific interest (where
known) and complete e-mail address. If you would
like to join this list in future issues of La Posta, send
us a note via e-mail at  helbock@la-posta.com

Paul G. Abajian [Vermont postal history]
— PGA@vbimail.champlain.edu

Murray Abramson [4th Bureaus & air to foreign dest.ination]
— abram001@mc.duke.edu

Charlie Adrion [Flag Cancels] — adrionc@mail.idt.net
Carl W. Albrecht [Certified Mail/Postal Forms & Labels]

— calbrech@infinet.com
Jim Alexander [Texas Postal History]

— JAlexa5943@aol.com
John Amberman  [Dealer]

— amberman@ambermanpostalhistory.com
Gary Anderson [US Doanes & ND postal history]

— garyndak@ix.netcom.com
Kirk Andrews — kirk.j.andrews@intel.com
A.A. Armstrong, Jr. [Western Nebraska & S.D. butcher

PPCs] — draa@rockski.net
Roland Austin [Liberty Series & Modern p.h.]

— raustin13@aol.com
John Azarkevich [Military postal history dealer]

— john.a2z@worldnet.att.net
Harold Babb [Southern States postal history]

— babbx01@netside.com
Mark Baker [CA & NV postal history dealer]

— mbcovers@directcon.net
Michael A. Ball [Alaska Arctic & Antarctic incl. military]

— BallAgency@aol.com
Alan Banks [Missouri] — abanks7@aol.com
Richard Bard, Jr. — dbard@plix.com
John H. Barwis — j.h.barwis@siep.shell.com
John E. Beane, MD [West Virginia postal history]

— JBEANE@prodigy.net
William R. Beith [Eastern Oregon] — wrbeith@home.com.
Henry J. Berthelot [train, ship wreck mail & US postal card

 p.h.]— hankberthelot@yahoo.com
Henry Betz [Franklin Co., PA & Cumberland Valley RR]

— hbetz@epix.net
Jim Blandford [Mich. Doanes & Early Detroit]

— jblandf526@aol.com
Tim Boardman [Washington PH, photos, books & maps]

— Simcoe@gconn.com
Joe Bock [Airmail/US Transports] — jorobock@sedona.net
Eppe Bosch — bonep@qwest.net
Caj Brejtfus [1851-61 3c & Machine cancels]

— brejtfus@earthlink.com
Deane Briggs, MD [Florida Postal History]

 — dbriggs2@tampabay.rr.com
Roger S. Brody [US 2nd Bureau issue]   — RSBCO@aol.com
Mark Burnett [Washington-Franklins Series]

— MBur331547@aol.com
Raymond Buse [Cincinnati & Clermont Co., OH p.h.]

— stamppat@aol.com

La Mar  E. Peterson
1914-2001

La Mar E. Peterson. the Dean of Utah postal history
and long-time dealer, died August 3, in Salt Lake City,
Utah, at the age of 87. La Mar was known for his vast
knowledge of Utah and Nevada postal history.  Be-
cause of the large amount of material he handled over
the years, it was sometimes said that if La Mar hadn’t
seen it, it probably didn’t exist.

La Mar was raised in Salt Lake City.  He served in
the Civilian Conservation Corps and then in the Army
during World War II.  His duties in the Quartermas-
ter Corps found him on the beach at Normandy the
day after the D-Day invasion in the Omaha Beach
Command.  He also served in Northern France, and
Rhineland.  La Mar worked for Universal Car-Load-
ing  until he retired in 1976. In addition to postal his-
tory, his other interests included championship check-
ers, horseshoe pitching, baseball, fishing, and garden-
ing, and photography. He joined the Utah Philatelic
Society in 1948, where he won numerous awards and
was mentor to many.

Research Request

Jon Krupnick, 700 Southeast 3rd Avenue, Ft.
Lauderdale, FL 33316, writes:

My Flight 40 (p. 414, Pacific Pioneers) ar-
rived Auckland, New Zealand, Dec. 8, 1941.
Does anyone have a cover carried to New
Zealand or Australia on that flight with a Dec
8 or Dec 9 arrival cancel?

I have one cancelled in Noumea, New Caledo-
nia on Dec 8 that was on the flight, but I am
seeking a photocopy of New Zealand and/or
Australian arrival markings.

Please contact Jon Krupnick by mail or e-
mail at jonpac@aol.com
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POSTAL HISTORIANS ON LINE
Myron Fox [US & German censorship & WWI & WWII]

— MyronFox1@aol.com
Gene Fricks [Literature, TN & NJPH]

— ernest.fricks@stoneweb.com
Mike Fritz [Idaho postal history] - idahofritz@msn.com
Bob Gaudian [Connecticut Postal History]

— rgstamper @aol.com
Don Garrett [Mississippi] — Donompix@aol.com
John Germann [Texas postal history & ship covers]

— jghist@neosoft.com
Jerry Gorman [Rhode Island PH]

 — barbarag@worldnet.att.net
John Grabowski [20th Cent. postal history, esp. Prexy era]

— minnjohn@concentric.net
Ken Grant — kgrant@uwc.edu
Thomas E. Greene [Rhode Island PH] —TGBG@aol.com
John Grosse — johngrosse@compuserve.com
Ted Gruber [Nevada] — TedGruber@aol.com
E. J. Guerrant [Unusual US Stamp Usages]

— ejguerrant@prodigy.net
Alex Gundel [Mail to Foreign Destinations]

— Alexander.Gundel@dlr.de
Michael Gutman [Mass ph & 19th cent,. Precancels]

— mikeg94@mediaone.net
Larry Haller [Handstamped Flags] — LJHaller@aol.com
Art Hadley [Indiana postal history] — ahadley@hsonline.net
Raymond Hadley — ray-suzann@gci.net
Ken Hamlin [Montana postal history & ephemera]

— kphamlin@in-tch.com
Lou Hannen [Classic Railway & Waterways]

— loucanoe@3rddoor.com
Scott Hansen [US Navy WWII, Philippines & Cent. Michigan]

— hansens@genrad.com
John T. Hardy, Jr. [US postal cards & Philippines]

 — john_hardy@msn.com
Ron Harmon [Florida PH] — rrhrm@hotmail.com
Leonard Hartman [Literature dealer] —www.pbbooks.com
Wayne Hassell [Dealer, US Marines, Wisconsin & Michigan]

— junostamps@aol.com
Thomas Hayes [South Dakota & Wyoming p.h]

— dakter@nvc.net
Bill Helmer [Nevada] bill5168@worldnet.att.net
Gary Hendren [Missouri PH] — g2hslm@msn.com
Monte Hensley [Mexico pre1868 & Revolution]

 — MHENSLEY@IBM.NET
Jack Hilbing [Illinois and Pennsylvanina postal hisory]

— fjackh@msn.com
Terence Hines [Hanover, NH & #E12-21 on cover]

— thines@fsmail.pace.edu
Joe Horn — horn@mail.utexas.edu
John Hotchner — JMHStamp@ix.netcom.com
Pete Hubicki [1861 3c & Columbia, Montour &

Northumberland Co., PA]
— phubicki@carolina.rr.com

Stefan T. Jaronski [Ithaca NY p. h.; Confed. States military ph]
— bug@midrivers.com

Cary E. Johnson [Michigan p.h.; Railway, Waterway
& Streetcars] — cejohn@umich.edu

Jim Johnson [Dealer - Postal History USA]
— Jimdad67@cs.com

Charles A. Jones [CO & Prexy postal history]
— cgjones@gj.net

Barton D. Kamp [Massachusetts postal history] 
— bartdk@mindspring.com

Conrad L. Bush [Confederate Fancy & Unusual Cancels]
— bearclan@brandons.net

James W. Busse [San Diego Co.p.h.] — Jimb1997@aol.com
C & H Stamps [Canal Zone, DWI postal history]

— CZCD@aol.com
Gary Carlson [machine cancels]

— gcarlson@columbus.rr.com
Glenda & John Cheramy [Dealers] -- gcheramy@home.com
Bob Chow [Colorado] — rc71135@aol.com
Douglas Clark [Railway Mail] —dnc@alpha.math.uga.edu
Tom Clarke [Philadelphia] — ocl-tom@ix.netcom.com
Louis Cohen [Kentucky postal history]

—cohenstamps32@aol.com
Giles Cokelet [Montana postal history]

— giles_c@coe.montana.edu
Robert W. Collins [Korean War & “Collins” postmarks]

— rwcohio@juno.com &/or ohiowc@aol.com
Joe H. Crosby [Oklahoma & Indian Territory p.h.]

— joecrosby@home.com
E. Rod Crossley [CA RPOs & Ventura Co.]

— rcrossley@worldnet.att.net
Tony L. Crumbley [NC & Confederate postal history]

— crumbley@infi.net
Richard Curtin — curtin@inreach.com
Allison W. Cusick [Ohio & WV p.h.; Doanes & Non-standard]

— awcusick@aol.com
Matt Dakin [Mississippi Postal History]

— patdakin@mindspring.com
Mike Dattolico [La Posta Associate Editor]

—  MMDATTOL@aol.com
Hugh J.W. Daugherty [Postal History Dealer]

— hjwd@capecod.net
Doug De Roest [Oregon postal history OR & WA Doanes]

— deroest@oregontrail.net
James P. Doolin [“Columbus” townmarks, stampless-WWI]

— jamesdoolin@doolco.com
John L. DuBois — jld@thlogic.com
Leonard M. Eddy [Oklahoma & Arkansas p.h.]

— lmeddy@arkansas.net
Craig Eggleston [US Possessions] — cae@airmail.net
Stephen W. Ekstrom [US Transports & Connecticut p.h.]

— SWEKSTROM@aol.com
James F. Elin [Arizona post. hist.]  — JamesFElin@aol.com
Mike Ellingson [North Dakota p.h.]

— mikeellingson@juno.com
David Ellis [Michigan postal history]—dellis7109@nctimes.net
Alyce and Don Evans [WVa and Los Angeles, CA,  p..ht.]

— DEvansUSAF@aol.com
James W. Faber [WY, NW OH, Hancock Co, ME, No. WI]

— faber@bluemarble.net
Wayne Farley [West Virginia P. H.]

 — CWFARLEY@aol.com
Richard Farquhar — FARQRICH@aol.com
Louis Fiset [WWII civilian internment ph]

—  fiset@u.washington.edu
Ken Flagg [WWII APO, esp. Alaska & Canada]

— ken0737@cwo.com
Jane King Fohn — Jkfohn1442@aol.com
Jim Forte [Dealer] — jimforte@postalhistory.com

& Website http://postalhistory.com
Nancy Foutz [postcard dealer] — dexterpc@bestweb.net
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Gordon Katz [Postal History on Postcards & Maryland]
— g.e.katz@worldnet.att.net

Phil Kay [Hawaiian postal history] — pilau@aloha.net
Robert Keatts [Walla Walla Co., WA p.h.]

—  lkeatts@mail.bmi.net
Kelvin Kindahl [New England p.h.; postmarks]

 — kanda@javanet.com
C.Randy Kimes [US Naval covers] — pmarche@jps.net
Jim Klinger [Colorado ph & Navel covers] — IX15@aol.com
John Koehler [Montana postal history]

—jkoehler@wa.freei.net
Van Koppersmith [Alabama & Mississippi p.h.]

— cleave3@aol.com
Jim Kotanchik [Franklin Co., MA & PO Seals]

— jkotanchik@flashcom.net
Jon E. Krupnick [Pacific Flights 1936-46 & US Pacific

Possessions]— jonpac@aol.com
Alfred Kugel [20th Cent. Military Mail, US Possessions &

Offices Abroad]— afkugel@hotmail.com
Paul Kukstis [Auction House] — letters@kukstis.com
Rick Kunz [RPO, AGT, RR postmarks]

— rkunz@eskimo.com & www.eskimo.com/~rkunz/
William O. Kvale [Minnesota ph, esp. territorial & Civil War]

— FLO3WIL@aol.com
Walter LaForce [US Doanes & NY RFD & Co/PM cancels]

—vlwl@msn.com
Gary Laing [Virginia p.h.] — laing@naxs.com
Curt J. Lamm [Unusual 1851-61 townmarks]

--cjlamm@netstorm.net
Eliot A. Landau — LAND1942@aol.com
Peter B. Larson [Northern Idaho] — plarson@wsu.edu
Ken Lawrence — apsken@aol.com
Wes Leatherock — wleath@sandbox.dynip.com
Howard Lee [4th Bureau Issues & US Int’l. Airmail thru 1941]

— gimpo@adnc.com
James E. Lee [Philatelic Literature Dealer]

— philately2@earthlink.net & www.jameslee.com
Brian R. Levy [Long Island PH & Expositions]

— BELLOBL@AOL.COM
MingKung Jason Liu [China/US combinations & crash cvrs.]

— mliu@DataPathSystems.Com
Len Lukens [Oregon p.h. & trans-Pacific airmail]

— llukens@easystreet.com
David Lyman [World postmarks on covers or piece]

— postmark@sympatico.ca
Max Lynds [Aroostock Co., Maine p.h.] — max@ainop.com
Tom Maringer [Arkansas PH] — maringer@arkansas.net
Robert L. Markovits — lrlm@pioneeris.net
Peter Martin — pmartin@amospress.com
Doug Marty - [Dealer Postal History, Ephemera, Postcards]

— dmarty@wtp.net
Chester M. Masters — chetmasters@mail.wa.freei.net
Bernard Mayer [Oklahoma] — Bernie@m47303.com
David McCord — damac52@home.com
Harry McDowell [Columbia SC Confed. p.h.]

— harmacd@aol.com
Chuck & Jan McFarlane [Ausdenmoore-McFarlane Stamps]

— Mcmichigan@aol.com
Bob McKain [Western PA]- bmckain@nb.net
Michael J. McMorrow [Vermont photocards & POW cards

of  WWI & WWII] — SFA@SOVER.NET

Michael E. Mead [Britannia Enterprises - postal history dealer]
— meadbe@s-way.com

Jim Mehrer — mehrer@postal-history.com
& website http://www.postal-history.com

Mark Metkin [Idaho postal history]
— metkin@mindspring.com

Jewell Meyer [Arizona] — jlmeyer_2000@yahoo.com
James W. Milgram, M.D. [U.S. postal history and historical

letters, esp. Civil War & West] — j-milgram@nwu.edu
Corbin Miller [Idaho P.h.] — corbinlm@yahoo.com
Jim Miller [Dealer] — jmiller@cariboo.bc.ca
Steve Morehead [Colorado postal history]

— steveasc@ix.netcom.com
Bob Munshower — bearmt19@mail.idt.net
Larry Neal [Holmes Co., Ohio postal history]

—larryln@valkyrie.net
Bill Nix [Skamania Co., WA] — wanix@gorge.net
Jim Noll — jenca@pacbell.net
Martin Nicholson — Martin@crozet.demon.co.uk
Charles A. O’Dell [Missouri & eastern Colorado]

 — odellcd@earthlink.net
Kevin O’Reilly [NWT, Yukon & Labrador; US APOs in

Canada] — xcarc@ssimicro.com
Clay Olson [Tioga Co., PA] — shawmut@home.com
James Orcutt [Washington] — jorcutt@u.washington.edu
Dennis Pack [Utah ph & Branch offices]

— dpack@VAX2.Winona.MSUS.EDU
John Palm [Merced & Mariposa Co., CA]

—jwpalm@elite.net
Ray Palmer [Oregon, esp. Yamhill & Polk Counties]

— rpalmer@onlinemac.com
Ed Patera [California] — ELPATERA@aol.com
Bob Patkin [Machine cancels] —  bpat@shore.net
James Patterson — patterson@azbar.org
Eustolio G. Perez [Dealer/Collector Mexico to US covers]

—  SouthwestCC@Prodigy.net
Paul E. Petosky [Michigan postal history & RPOs]

— paulpetosky@yahoo.com
Walt Potts [Monona Co., Iowa] —  Pottsplit@aol.com
Stephen Prigozy [Telegraph covers] — prigozys@aol.com
Ada M. Prill [Delarare Co., NY]

— ada@math.rochester.edu
Pete Rathwell — prathwell@swlaw.com
Byron L. Reed [South Dakota p.h.] — byronreed@aol.com
Robert Quinetero [Detroit River Sta/Mailboat 1895-Current]

— qover@ameritech.net
Norm Ritchie [CO, UT, AZ & NM postal history]

—  mnp@ctos.com
Roger Rhoads [UX1 & UX3 cancels & PH]

— rrrhoads@aol.com
Thomas Richardson [North Carolina P.H.]

— stamps@northstate.net
Harold Richow [WWII Alaska, US in Canada &

Philippines] — harr@pe.net
Al Ring [Arizona postal history] — ringal@msn.com
William B. Robinson [Wisconsin p.h./postal history dealer]

—wbrob@hotmail.com
Julius Rockwell [Alaska] — juliusro@alaska.net
Robert G. Rose [New Jersey p.h.] — rrose@phks.com
Steve Roth — smroth@itsanet.com
Art Rupert [Rural Branches & Stations]

— aerupert@bentonrea.com

POSTAL HISTORIANS ON LINE
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Roger Rydberg [Colorado postal history]
— roger-rydberg@worldnet.att.net

Bill Sammis [US Express Company labels, stamps & covers]
— cds13@cornell.edu

Bill Sandrik [Postal History dealer] — sandrik.philat
@zzapp.org & www.ballstonphilatelics.com

Robert Sanford — rsanford@rev.net
Fred Schmitt —  fred@fredschmitt.com and

www.fredschmitt.com
Roger G. Schnell [Mok Hill pre1870; US ph to fgn. dest.

1934-54] — rkschloss@pstcomputers.com
Niles Schuh [Florida postal history] — niless@magicnet.net
Dennis W. Schmidt [Texas p.h. & US Officials]

— officials2001@yahoo.com
Roger Schnell — rkschoss@mindspring.com
Robert Schultz [Missouri postal history] — schulhstry@aol.com
Joseph Sedivy — JNJSED717@aol.com
Larry R. Sell — philart@infoblvd.net
Mike Senta [Alaska postal history] —

msenta@pobox.mtaonline.net
Norman Shachat [Phila. & Bucks Co. PH]

— nshachat@aol.com
Lloyd W. Shaw [Utah p.h. & general postal stationery]

— LWStamp@aol.com
Terry Shaw [Alaska] — cgsarchxx@aol.com
Wesley Shellen [Montana p.h. & Machine cancels]

— WesNDeb@aol.com
Gina Sheridan — gsherida@cisco.com
David J. Simmons — Stampmaven@partnercs.net
Ed Siskin [Pree-1800 Postal History] - ejsiskin@ix.netcom.com
Russell V. Skavaril — skavaril.1@osu.edu
Rich Small [Machine cancels] — rsmall9293@aol.com

& www.members.aol.com/rsmall9293/index.htm
Chet Smith [US branches & stations] — cms@psu.edu
Jack M. Smith, Sr. [Texas Doane Co-ordinator]

— jacksr@tstar.net
Fred Smyithe — FSmyithe@aol.com
Gus Spector [PA advertising covers & postal history]

— gspec56@aol.com
Keith Spencer [Alberta & western Canada] — krs2@ualberta.ca
Duane Spidle [Colorado P.H.  & RPOs & pre-1907 precancels]

—dspidle@concentric.net
Anita Sprankle — sprankle@kutztown.edu
Chet Sprinkle — 73114,.2115@compuserve.com
Ken Stach [Dakota & Nebraska territories]

— ken.stach@kosa.com

POSTAL HISTORIANS ON LINE Randy Stehle — RSTEHLE@ix.netcom.com
Rex H. “Jim” Stever [Republic of Texas] -

— rhstever@camdeninc.com
Carl Stieg [Dist. Of Columbia to 1910] — carl_phil@webtv.net
Bob Stoldal [Southern Nevada] - stoldal@vegas.infi.net
Greg Stone — Michcovers@aol.com
David L. Straight [Back of Book] -- dls@library.wustl.ed
Greg Sutherland — Gregfree@aol.com
Robert Svoboda [Montana postal history]

— SVOBODA7@aol.com
Bob Swanson [WWI Domestic p.h.] — rds@swansongrp.com

& www.swansongrp.com/posthist.html
Doug Swisher [Ohio & Florida P.H.] — doug22@mediaone.net
Stephen T. Taylor [postal history dealer] --
staylor995@aol.com

& www.stephentaylor.co.uk
Gerry Tenney — gtenney@gateway.net
Ed Thomas [New England town cancels] —
Edthomas@fsc.edu
Robert L. Toal — rtoal@ukt.edu
Don Tocher [19th Century US] — dontoch@ix.netcom.com

& www.postalnet.com/portfolios
Bob Trachimowicz [TOB markings] — track@ma.ultranet.com
Ron Trosclair [Louisiana postal history]

— rontrosclair@yahoo.com
Henry G. Turnbull [Arizona & Maine p.h.]

— aznpthgt1@webtv.net
Tom Turner [Alabama postal history] — turnertomp@aol.com
Dirk van Gelderen [Alaska postal history] — c.esveld@tip.nl
George P. Wagner [US 2nd Bureau, Wash-Franklins &

Prexies] — Gpwwauk@aol.com
Lauck Walton [Meagher Co, MT & Shenandoah Co, VA]

— jwalton@shentel.net
Ron Wankel [Nebraska & WWII APOs on #UC9]

— rwankel@aol.com
Ron Ward [Maryland PH] — Anoph2@aol.com
Edward Weinberg [Contra Costa, CA p.h]:

— edwardepirus@hotmail.com
Mike Wiedemann [Florida p.h. & Cutley Advertising]

— cmikew@mindspring.com
Clarence J. Winstead [NC Doanes, flags, RPOs & PPCs]

— clarencewinstead@msn.com.
Kirk Wolford [Postal History Dealer]

— krkstpco@goldstate.net
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Early Air Mail and Aviation in Southern California
By Don L. Evans

Chapter V:  The Airlines Expand and Zeppe-
lins enter the Air Mail Scene (1927-1930)

With Western Air Express and Pacific Air
Transport firmly established in Southern
California, the West had a large stake in

the development of airlines to serve the entire coun-
try.

The United States had fallen far behind Europe in the
operation of passenger and mail carrying airlines.
Congress was adamant in its opposition to granting
any subsidies or mail contracts, and early air carriers
just could not operate at a profit. European compa-
nies had the benefit of generous government subsi-
dies, and many of those grants continue to this present
day. The awarding of United States Post Office con-
tracts in 1926 to carry mail, for the first time, pro-
vided sufficient income for small domestic airlines
to operate in the black.

Western Air Express was one of the most successful
of these early ventures and by 1929, more than 40%
of the airmail generated in the United States was car-
ried by this airline to or from Los Angeles, Califor-
nia. Harris “Pop” Hanshue had enlarged his opera-
tion from its modest beginning in 1926 of four pilots
and six aircraft to where it had 39 aircraft and a route
that covered 4700 miles of the west as far east as
Kansas City and as far north as San Francisco and
Cheyenne. It was the largest and most profitable of
the early lines, but it would eventually be swallowed
by larger companies that were in the making. Figure
5-1 shows a company distributed map of the Western
Express routes with a Fokker trimotor flying over the
area.

Between 1926 and 1930, a remarkable surge of air-
field construction, airline building, consolidations and
acquisitions occurred, and the United States quickly
overcame the lead of the European nations, and never
again lost it.

Fig. 5-1 Western Air Express brochure showing 1929 routes, demonstrating the astounding growth of
the company in its three years of operation, from a single route between Salt Lake City and Los Angeles
in 1926, to its 1929 network.
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ing over the handling of mail to the Army Air Corps.
This was a disaster and resulted in a near collapse of
mail service and the deaths of five Army pilots, and
injury to six others. This unfortunate period will be
covered more thoroughly in a succeeding chapter.
After three weeks, Roosevelt realized his error, and
initiated bidding for new mail contracts. By May of
1934, with new contracts that were not quite as lu-
crative, the Big Four were back in business. The story
of the aviation industry during these formative years
is fascinating, and much too lengthy to do more than
touch upon in these pages. The reader is encouraged
to further investigate the 1926-1934 era of airline and
aircraft manufacturing development as it evolved
across the nation.

The transition of the small organizations of the early
years to the well financed and successful airlines of
the Big Four was not without many obstacles and set-
backs. Crashes, lack of operating funds and inadequate
equipment affected many of the operators, and in the
Southern California area, both Western Air Express
and Pacific Air Transport had their share of problems.

Vern C. Gorst had won the contract for CAM-8 in
1926. This was the prize feeder-route from Los An-
geles to Seattle via San Francisco. Gorst had been a
Klondike gold miner and operated bus lines in the
coastal states. To obtain funds for an initial survey
flight, he sold the idea to a group of bus-company
executives and raised enough money to hire a pilot
and plane to fly him on an inspection tour of the route.
Satisfied that it was feasible, he floated a stock issue
and raised $175,000. He then hired pilots, paying them
in part with stock shares, and initiated the purchase
of aircraft. He now was in place to meet the mini-
mum qualifications for bidding on the route.

When the bids were opened, Gorst had won the con-
tract, and he rapidly began to prepare his company,
now named Pacific Air Transport Corporation, to
carry the mail. He purchased surplus searchlights to
be placed as beacons on dangerous mountain tops,
and lobbied towns en route to build airstrips. Figure
5-2 shows Vern C.Gorst and T.Claude Ryan standing
in front of one of the Ryan mailplanes.

For aircraft, he turned to T. Claude Ryan for planes
to carry the mail. Ryan had developed a high-wing
monoplane, similar in design to the later Spirit of St.
Louis, used by Lindbergh in his epochal flight across
the Atlantic. Gorst’s initial years were beset by lack
of adequate financing and bad luck. Three of his pi-

During this period, many new CAM (Commercial Air
Mail)routes or extensions, and added service such as
night flying schedules came into being.
Aerophilatelists had a field day. For the inauguration
of each new change, specially designed covers were
mailed to become part of philatelic collections. As a
result, tens of thousands of collectible covers exist,
and the problem is not finding covers, but rather to
narrow down the choices to those of greater rarity or
commemorating major milestones.

In the aviation industry fortunes were made and lost,
but more were made than lost. Airline and aviation
stocks boomed. Anything with the word “air” in it
became a must buy, something like the dot.com is-
sues of the recent stock market frenzy. Pioneer Pratt
& Whitney executive, Fred Rentschler, saw his origi-
nal $253 stake in 1926, mushroom to an astounding
$35.6 million by 1929. Of course, this fabulous profit
was one of the highest, but most investors were mak-
ing substantial gains. Some of these were erased in
the stock market crash of October, 1929, and the en-
suing economic depression, but the growth of airlines
continued.

With the new Postmaster General, Walter Folger
Brown, of the incoming Hoover administration of
1929, the future of the airline industry was forced
into a more orderly development. Strong powers
awarded to Brown by Congress gave him almost lim-
itless control over who got mail contracts. Brown was
convinced that the hundreds of small airlines that had
emerged during the aviation boom were not an effi-
cient way to handle passenger and mail delivery. He,
instead, opted for the establishment of three or four
large airlines that would own and control the system,
and who, with superior equipment and financing,
could create an effective aerial transportation com-
plex for passengers and mail.

Brown was a brilliant administrator, and achieved
most of his objectives. By 1930, the skies were con-
trolled by United, American, Eastern and Transcon-
tinental & Western Air, which collectively became
known as the “Big Four.” Western Air Express was
one of the last holdouts in this forced amalgamation
of airlines, but Harris Hanshue was finally compelled
to join with Transcontinental Airways to form TWA.

The only roadblock in the way of their continued ex-
pansion was the trust-busting efforts of the Roosevelt
administration, which in early 1934 resulted in a Presi-
dential Order canceling all air mail contracts and turn-
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late 1927, he was forced to sell out to Boeing who
had acquired the contract for the profitable route from
San Francisco to Chicago. Boeing continued to ex-
pand and by 1929, its airline division was operating
as United Airlines.

 Pacific Air Transport (PAT) continued to operate
under its own name, but finding its present location
at Vail Field near Alhambra, California lacking, par-
ticularly with its transition to larger Boeing A40 air-
craft, moved to the new United Airport in Burbank
which United Airlines and Standard Oil had built. This
large airport through the years has been known by
several names, the most well-known being Lockheed
Air Terminal. Present plans are to upgrade the facili-
ties and convert it to the Glendale-Burbank-Pasadena
International Airport to better serve those large com-
munities.

The first mail flight by PAT from United Airport took
place on November 16, 1929, and is commemorated
by the cover shown in Figure 5-3. This cover was
flown by PAT CAM-8 pilot, E. L. Remelin, and is
signed by him.

Five months later, Burbank’s United Airport was for-
mally dedicated on May 30, 1930. A crowd of 30,000
attended the dedication and dozens of military bomb-
ers and pursuit planes roared over in a salute to thelots were killed in crashes and the income from mail

was not sufficient to meet expenses. Eventually, in

Fig. 5-2 Pacific Air Transport president Vern C.
Gorst (left) and San Diego airplane builder  T.
Claude Ryan in front of a Ryan mailplane used
initially on the Cam-8 route. Aircraft is similar to
the Ryan, Spirit of St. Louis, flown by Lindbergh
on his solo transatlantic flight

Fig. 5-3 Commemorative cover signed by CAM-8 pilot E.L. Remelin. Postmarked at Burbank, California, on
November 16, 1929.  Unusual cachet was probably produced by the mail contractor. Addressed to Robert W.
Meinhoff, who was a major aerophilatelist of the period.
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reliefs on the corners depicting a winged aviator hold-
ing a propeller, and it was probably the most visually
striking airport terminal in the world at that time.

Airports, both big and small, were being built all over
the Los Angeles region during 1929 and 1930. The
density of airports was greater than any comparable
area in the world, and it seemed like everyone wanted
to fly.  Grand Central Airport in Glendale, Califor-
nia, became a favorite of the sky-struck pilots of the
movie and entertainment industries, Movie stunt fli-
ers operated from the field, and Grand Central was
used as the back-drop for many movie scenes. Wallace
Beery, who learned to fly in 1927, and based his air-
craft at the field, and many other screen notables
hosted lavish receptions at the Terminal bar for de-
parting and incoming celebrities.

new facility. Figure 5-4 shows the main
tower, and operations building of the field
with a number of Boeing P-12 pursuit
planes flying overhead. Figure 5-5 is a pic-
ture of one of the P-12 pursuit aircraft, and
Figure 5-6 shows a commemorative cover
flown on this day from United Airport to
Portland, Oregon. Note the use of an 1890
one-cent stamp and two current plate num-
ber singles from the then current Ohio Ca-
nalization issue. Signed and flown by the
pilot, F. A. Donaldson, who was later to
lose his life in an aircraft crash.

A few miles to the south, another modern
airport had come into existence on the site
of the small Glendale Airport.  This was
Grand Central Air Terminal and it was to
become the main passenger facility for the Los An-

geles area.
It was an
architec-
t u r a l l y
beautiful
f a c i l i t y
with the
latest art-
deco de-
sign and a
S p a n i s h
Colon ia l
flavor to
the termi-

nal buildings, the control tower was adorned with bas-

Fig. 5-4 U. S. Army planes fly by in an aerial salute to the new United
Airport. Both bombers and pursuit aircraft, comprising the bulk of the
west-coast based military aircraft, participated in this demonstration
to the delight of the thousands of spectators.

Fig. 5-5 As part of a training flight from
San Diego to San Francisco, a squadron
of Boeing P-12 fighters, scheduled a fly-by
at United Airport to help usher in the new
terminal with style.

Fig. 5-6 Souvenir cover
with 5¢ air mail postage
paid by the combination of a
1¢ 1890, Sc. 219, and a pair
of 2¢, Sc. 681. Postmarked
on May 30, 1930, with a
cachet showing a Ryan
monoplane of the type used
by Pacific Air Transport on
CAM-8.  Signed by  pilot,
F.A. Donaldson.
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in an ultra-low-cost Curtiss-Wright 45-hp C-W-1 Jun-
ior. He flew the small two-seater around the field at
the record low speed of 25 mph.

Figure 5-9 illustrates a cover with a commemorative
cachet prepared by the Glendale Chamber of Com-
merce to mark the official dedication of the airport
on February 22, 1929.

Figure 5-7 is a good photo of the main termi-
nal and tower at Grand Central, taken in 1935.
The aircraft shown is a Vultee V-IA, Doolittle’s
Special. The following year this aircraft made
a much publicized transoceanic flight to En-
gland and back. Its days ended ignominiously
as a Nationalist bomber in the Spanish Civil
War.

Major Corliss C. Moseley, the original vice-
president of Western Air Express, was the man-
ager, and later owner of Grand Central, and a
strong factor in its success. Corliss, an ex-WWI
Air Corps flyer, was instrumental in many of
the aviation achievements in Southern Califor-
nia for over more than a quarter century. He
was an excellent flier and an outstanding en-
trepreneur whose achievements spanned both
WWI and WWII. Figure 5-8 shows Major
Moseley who had just completed a record flight

Fig. 5-7 This photo, taken six years after the opening, shows to
advantage the Colonial style buildings, and Art Deco control
tower that became backdrops for many movie scenes. The aircraft
is an American Airlines Vultee that was flown by Leland Andrews
on February 20, 1935, non-stop from Grand Central to Floyd
Bennett Field at New York City. The flight established a new
record of 11 hours and 34 minutes  for transcontinental flight.

Fig. 5-8  Major Corliss C. Moseley is seated in a low
cost, two seat, tiny aircraft, after setting a slow-speed
record by flying the plane around the field at a speed of
only 25 mph. The aircraft, called the “depression baby,”
was a 45hp Curtiss-Wright CW-1 Junior. It was an
attempt by Curtiss-Wright to provide an aircraft that was
inexpensive to own and to fly. (Courtesy of the Grand
Central Company)

Fig. 5-9 Commemorative cachet
prepared by the Glendale Chamber
of Commerce, and applied at the
Glendale post office.  5¢ air mail
rate paid by Sc. 650, issued on
December 12, 1928, for the 25th
anniversary of the Wright brother’s
first flight at Kitty Hawk.
 On August 1, 1928, the Post Office
Department lowered the air mail rate
to 5¢ for the first ounce, and 10¢
more for each additional ounce. For
the first time, additional weight
increments were at an increased rate.
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passengers could be carried on any flight, and these
few passengers were carried mostly for their public-
ity value. Real passenger service would have to wait
until larger and more comfortable aircraft could be
acquired.

Western Air Express was also outgrowing its space
at Vail Field and in 1930 transferred much of its op-
eration to Grand Central where it constructed a new
company terminal. The Los Angeles Postal Airmail
facility remained in Alhambra and most airmail con-
tinued to be flown from Vail Field by WAE. The new
WAE terminal at Grand Central was dedicated in April
of 1930, and became a base for their expanded opera-
tions and for an initial trial as a passenger-only air-
line.

Figure 5-11 shows a commemorative cover flown
from Grand Central on April 17th, 1930, to mark the
dedication of WAE’s new facility.

The Daniel Guggenheim Fund for the Promotion of
Aeronautics provided grants to universities and for
technical research, and in 1928, they sponsored West-
ern Air Express in a venture to demonstrate that pas-
senger-only air service was economically feasible.
They provided the funds for WAE to purchase five
Fokker trimotor F-10A, twelve-passenger aircraft with
which to establish a “Model Airline” to fly passen-
gers between Los Angeles and San Francisco, and in
May of 1928, service was inaugurated. The fare was
$60 for a one-way ticket, and WAE made the flight in
three hours, compared to thirteen hours by train.

The airport has many pleasant memories for your
author, who with some friends operated a small air
charter service from the field during the post-war years
of 1947 and 1948. Regrettably ceasing operations due
to a severe lack of profits over a couple of years, but
retaining the memories of interesting flights and won-
derful experiences.

Western Air Express was eager to develop a passen-
ger-carrying capability, but economic reality and air-
craft limitations did not allow early operators the op-
tion of flying mail and many passengers. On a per
pound basis, mail paid better and a lot more of it could
be carried. Just about a month after they started CAM-
4, WAE carried their first
passenger, reported to be
Will Rogers. The company
did not yet have authoriza-
tion to carry passengers so
Rogers mailed himself
from Los Angeles to Salt
Lake City and return. Pas-
sengers were crammed
into the front cockpit of the
Douglas M-2, along with
the mail bags, and comfort
was minimal. Figure 5-10
pictures Maude Campbell,
the first female passenger
of WAE, after arriving in
Los Angeles and being
presented with a gladiola
bouquet. Only one or two

Fig. 5-10 Maude
Campbell, the
first woman to fly
on Western Air
Express, is pre-
sented with an
armful of flowers
upon her arrival
at Los Angeles
from a 1926
flight. Harris
Hanshue, aided
by his vice-
president, Major
Corliss Mosely,
capitalized on
every opportu-
nity to publicize
their fledgling
airline.

Fig. 5-11 April 17, 1930, fancy souvenir cover flown from Vail Field to Salt Lake City
and then, probably by surface mail, to Cantil, California, to commemorate the
dedication of WAE’s new terminal. Postmarked at the Los Angeles Post Office Air
Mail Facility which was located in Alhambra, near Vail Field.
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Some years later, Graham’s widow
returned to the site of the crash and
erected a monument in his memory.
Graham was well liked and was an
excellent pilot who had flown with
the government postal service be-
fore joining WAE. Figure 5-15
shows Graham at Vail Field.

Later in the same year, on Decem-
ber 22, 1930, WAE pilot, Howard
B. Cox, experienced engine trouble
while making a night landing at
Vail on a flight from Salt Lake City.
The aircraft crashed and caught
fire. Cox escaped with minor inju-
ries, but the plane burned and the
entire cargo of mail was destroyed
or damaged by fire and water. Fig-
ure 5-16 pictures a charred letter
recovered from the plane’s cargo.

Lunches and in-flight radio programs were provided,
along with limousine service on the ground. In the
first year more than 5000 passengers were carried with
no accidents and a 99% on-time record. In spite of
this excellent showing, the service lost money, and
the experiment was abandoned. Air mail, and the ac-
companying mail income had to included for flights
to be economically acceptable. Figure 5-12 illustrates
one of the postcards used to advertise the service.

In 1930, two accidents marred WAE’s fine record.
Maury Graham, one of the original WAE “Four Horse-
men” and a veteran CAM- 4 pilot on the Los Angeles
to Salt Lake run, crashed about midnight on January
10, 1930, in the rugged high mountains near Cedar
City, Utah. Although he made a safe landing with
major damage to the airplane, the crash site was lo-
cated in uninhabited and mountainous terrain, and
Graham elected to hike out. He made only five miles
before the severe winter weather conditions caused
his death. Figure 5-13 is a photo of Graham in his
Douglas M-2 being loaded with mail prior to a flight.

The wrecked plane and Graham’s body were found
five months later. All 648 pounds of mail was sal-
vaged and returned to Los Angeles where a green
“RETURN TO WRITER/UNCLAIMED” marking
was applied along with a magenta rubber stamped
notation, “Delay due to wrecked mail plane/January
10, 1930.” An example of one of the rescued covers
is shown in Figure 5-14.

Fig. 5-12 Advertising postcard describing the new
“Model Airline” passenger service. Amenities included
lunches and in-flight radio programs, and limousines on
the ground.

Fig. 5-13 Photo shows mail sacks being loaded into his plane before flight.
Maury Graham is seated in the cockpit.
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mail and passengers, and in 1929, the newest and larg-
est of the fleet, the LZ 127, christened the Graf Zep-
pelin, embarked on a world-circling flight that started
in Lakehurst, New Jersey and proceeded east with
stops at Friedrichshafen, Germany, Tokyo, Japan, Los

575 pounds of mail was salvaged
and returned to the Alham-bra,
California post-al facility where it

was stamp-
ed with a
t w o - l i n e
notation in
p u r p l e ,
“ D A M -
AGED BY
A I R -
P L A N E
WRECK/
DECEM-
BER 22,
1930,” and
forwarded
on to desti-
nation.

In the sum-
mer of
1929, a foreign carrier entered
into the Southern California
scene. For some years the
highly successful Zeppelin di-
rigibles had been carrying

Fig. 5-14 Salvaged cover, originally mailed from Los Angeles to Florida on January 10, 1930, was recovered from
Graham’s wrecked aircraft on June 24, 1930, and returned to Los Angeles for remailing. Marked UNCLAIMED in
green, and stamped with a magenta “delay” marking.  Returned to sender on June 28, 1930.  Postmark illustrates the
first Los Angeles town marking to have the words “AIR MAIL” included in the design. The flight departed from Vail
field at Los Angeles with a stop at Las Vegas, from where it departed at 10:10 PM for Salt Lake City, Utah. Cause of
the fatal crash is unknown

Fig. 5-15 Maurice
Graham

Fig. 5-16 Salvaged, charred and water-stained cover, saved from the wreck of
WAE’s CAM-4 W flight from Salt Lake City to Los Angeles on December 22,
1930. The pilot, Howard B. Cox was making a night approach to Vail Field
when he experienced engine trouble and crashed. The aircraft burned, and the
salvaged mail was trucked to the Alhambra Post Office where mail with legible
addresses was stamped DAMAGED BY PLANE WRECK, and enclosed in
envelopes to be delivered.
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of the Graf Zeppelin. Many of the covers from this
flight are of philatelic origin, particularly those ad-
dressed to United States addresses, however because
of the world-wide interest in the flights, many non-

Angeles, California, and on to its originating point at
Lakehurst. World interest was high for this record-
breaking flight which covered 21,200 miles in 21 days,
at an average airspeed of 70 mph.

Financial support was necessary to make the flight a
reality, and William R. Hearst advanced $100,000 for
special rights to news coverage, with a stipulation that
the beginning and end of the flight was to be in the
United States, All proceeds from postage accrued to
the Zeppelin company.

Landing at Mines Field in Los Angles at 5 AM on the
morning of August 25, 1929, the airship took on a
load of more than 10,000 letters, each bearing a purple
cachet showing the world and the route of the record-
breaking trip. Mines Field at the time was a grassy
field in the midst of barley and beet fields, which
shortly thereafter metamorphosed into the Los Ange-
les Municipal Airport. Figure 5-17 shows the Graf
Zeppelin moored at Mines Field after its successful
landing.

Figure 5-18 shows a typical cover flown on the flight,
and posted from Los Angeles with a Denmark desti-
nation. Almost all mail carried on the flight received
the circular marking showing the world and the route

Fig. 5-17 Graf Zeppelin moored at Mines Field in Inglewood,
California. Now LAX, but then, only a grassy field.

Fig. 5-18 Mailed from San Francisco, Ca., this cover carried an endorsement indicating it was to be forwarded via the
L.Z. 127 (Graf Zeppelin). Sent in bulk by air from San Francisco to Los Angeles where the stamps received double-
oval third-class cancellations. The purple “FIRST-ROUND-THE-WORLD-FLIGHT” cachet was applied, and a Los
Angeles, August 26, 1929 postmark affixed for the date of departure. A 5¢ blue, Sc. 648, paid the  U.S. internal
airmail, and the remaining stamps paid the $1.80  zeppelin mail postage to Germany. Backstamped at Friedrichshafen
on September 4, 1929. Carried by surface mail to destination at Aarhus, Denmark, at no additional cost.
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disaster in 1937, it maintained  highly success-
ful scheduled passenger and mail routes between
Europe and South America. Figure 5-20 illus-
trates another cover from the flight. This one
was mailed in Chicago, Illinois, to be forwarded
to Los Angeles to await the arrival of the Graf
and subsequent dispatch to its destination at
Friedrichshafen, Germany, with further ground
transport to Oberstdorf, Germany.

On the following day, August 26, 1929, the air-
ship departed for its flight to Lakehurst, viewed
by a crowd of thousands of cheering spectators.

Philatelists actively supported all of the flights,
and the surviving covers today form an impor-
tant part of many outstanding air mail collec-

tions.

Mines Field the site of the Graf’s landing had been
designated in 1927 to be the new official Los Ange-
les Airport. At the time nothing was there but veg-
etable farms, but the ground was flat and undevel-
oped, a critical advantage for airport construction. It
was scheduled to be the host for the September 1928
National Air Races and its sponsors fully expected
the field to be completed in time. However, bureau-

philatelists took advantage of the opportunity to mail
souvenir letters to friends and family at foreign loca-
tions.

The Graf Zeppelin carried 20 passengers on its
around-the- world-flight at a fare of $2,500 per per-
son. Ten luxurious staterooms were provided, and
scenery that had never before been seen from the air,
such as the vast
reaches of Siberia,
was experienced
by the passengers.
Figure 5-19 illus-
trates one of the
amenities pro-
vided to the pay-
ing guests.

Upon arrival in
Los Angeles, the
passengers and
crew were feted
with banquets and
celebratory func-
tions. The flight
established the
reputation of the
Graf, and it be-
came the most
successful of all of
the Zeppelins. Un-
til it was retired as
a consequence of
the Hindenburg

Fig. 5-19 The small, but palatial, dining room of the Graf
Zeppelin.  Between meals it was converted into a passenger
lounge.

Fig. 5-20 Cover was mailed at Chicago, Ill. on August 24, 1929  where it received three strikes of
a Chicago postmark which also cancelled the stamps. The cover went by U.S. air mail, paid by
the 5¢ Beacon airmail stamp, to Los Angeles where it was placed aboard the Graf Zeppelin. The
balance of the postage, $1.80, paid for the Zeppelin postage to Friedrichshafen, Germany.
Receiving mark on reverse, dated September 4, 1929. Destination of Oberstdorf is a small
German town about 50 miles S.E. of Friedrichshafen. No additional postage was charged for
surface transportation on this last leg of the journey.
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dedications of the period, it
was a festive occasion, and
the presence of Army, Navy
and Marine aircraft pro-
vided additional interest. In
the course of years, the
name of the airport has

changed to reflect its growing importance, and it is
now known as the Los Angeles International Airport
(LAX),

cratic red tape delayed matters, and full construction
was not completed prior to the scheduled show. The
National Air Races each year were aviation’s premier
event. Outstanding fliers and aircraft from all over
the country attended and competed for prizes and tro-
phies.

In a last minute, almost unbelievable, achieve-
ment, the group managing the preparation of
the field, in concert with the exhortations of
Cliff Henderson, the talented promoter of the
races, managed to minimally complete the nec-
essary runways to accommodate the fliers, and
to build grandstands for the crowds. In addi-
tion, a 4 1/2 acre exposition hall was constructed
to display many aircraft and aeronautical items
of interest. The hall was built without a roof,
and covered only with a translucent fabric to
keep out the sun. Fortunately, Los Angeles fol-
lowed its historic September pattern of no rain,
and the 250,000 people who attended the week-
long event were not inconvenienced, and held
spellbound by a never-ending series of exciting
events. Figure 5-21 pictures a souvenir cover
with a cachet depicting an aircraft rounding a
pylon in the closed-course race. Figure 5-22
shows a similar scene in a contemporary photo
taken at the event. Marine Lieutenant Herbert
Becker banks his Curtiss F-8 around a pylon in
a race limited to military aircraft. The show was
a fitting sequel to the First International Avia-
tion Meet, held at Dominguez Field in 1910.

Eighteen months later, the Los Angeles Airport
was finally completely finished, and formally
dedicated on June 7, 1930. As with all airport

Fig. 5-21 Souvenir cover from
the 1928, National Air Races
and Aeronautical Exhibition.
Mailed September 14, 1928, two
days before the close of the two-
week event. Cachet shows a
stylized picture of a racing
aircraft flying around a pylon
similar to that shown in the
following figure.

Fig. 5-22 Spectacular photo of Marine pilot, Lt. Herbert Becker,
rounding one of the pylons at the Los Angeles 1928 National Air
Races. Becker was flying a Navy Curtiss F-8 in a closed-circuit
race limited to military aircraft.
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fast airplanes with their daring pilots, and to the less
flamboyant, but more important, developers and
testers of new aviation technology, and the pictur-
esque commemorative covers that recorded the events.

Although it became the of-
ficial Los Angeles Airport,
the air mail postal facility
(AMF) continued to oper-
ate from Alhambra until
May of 1931, and subse-
quently from United Air-
port in Burbank until the
AMF became part of the
Worldwide Postal Center
at LAX. Figure 5-23 pic-
tures the opening cer-
emony at the new airport,
and shows the terminal and
tower building that was
constructed after the 1928
National Air Races. Figure
5-24 shows a commemora-
tive cover for the dedica-
tion. The official cachet
applied by the city of
Inglewood, California, lists
the 1928 Air Races and the
Graf Zeppelin stop-over,
along with the dedication of the field, as outstanding
events in its short history.

With the arrival of the decade of the Thirties, our at-
tention in the next chapter of this series of historical
aviation vignettes will turn to the record breakers and

Fig 5-23The opening ceremony on June 7, 1930, dedicated the new Los Angeles
municipal air terminal and tower building. Army, Navy and Marine aircraft parked on
the field furnished an impressive display of military air power.

Fig. 5-24 Souvenir cover commemorating the Los Angeles Airport dedication, mailed at Inglewood,
California on June 7, 1930. Cachet applied by city of Inglewood
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POSTAL MARKINGS OF NORTH DAKOTA TERRITORY

Part XIV:  Rolette and Sargent County
By Mike Ellingson

Post Office Box 21402
Eagan, MN 55121
E-Mail:  mikeellingson@juno.com

This is the fourteenth installment in an effort to catalog all known postmarks used in the portion of Dakota Territory that
later became North Dakota.  Please continue to send updates to the author at the above address.  Thanks!

Rolette County
Code Earliest Latest Killer Notes

Belcourt     (1888-Date)

1 C1GN1B28 12 Jan 1892 target

Benoit     (1886-1889)

None Reported

Bollinger     (1888-1891)

None Reported

Boydton     (1886-1888)

1 C21HN1B32.5 10 Aug 1886 star

Dunseith     (1884-Date)

1 C41GN1B27 18 Jul 1885 cork

2 C1GN1B27 15 Nov 1886 28 Jan 1887 target

Island Lake     (1885-1907)

None Reported

Laureat     (1887-1913)

None Reported

Rolla     (1888-Date)

1 C1GN1B27 10 Jul 1890 17 Aug 1891 target

Saint John’s     (1882-1892)

1 C31GN1B27 6 Jul 1886 target 1

2 C1HN1RB27 5 Nov 1886 20 Jun 1889 star

Twala     (1888-1906)

None Reported

©2001 by Michael W. Ellingson
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Sargent County
Code Earliest Latest Killer Notes

Blackstone     (1883-1883)

None Reported

Brampton     (1884/1984)

1 C41GN1B28 2 Mar 1886

Cayuga     (1887-Date)

1 C1GN1B26.5 6 Jan 1888 target

De Lamere     (1886/1965)

1 C31G11N1R30 16 Mar 1887 25 Feb 1891

Dunbar     (1883-1887)

1 C21HN1R28 13 Jan 1885 cork 2

Forman     (1883-Date)

1 C1HN1R26.5 22 Apr 1886 27 May 1887 target

2 C1GN1B27 14 Nov 1887 27 May 1888 cork

Geneseo     (1887-1987)

1 C51LN1B30 13 Dec 1887 maltese 2

2 C1GN1B28 31 Aug 1888 29 Jan 1889 target

Hamlin     (1881/1905)

1 MS 17 Jan 1882 pen

Harlem     (1887/1912)

1 C1GN1B28 11 Jul 1887 15 Aug 1887 target

2 C21G13S1R33 15 Oct 1888 1 Aug 1889 target

Havana     (1887-Date)

1 C1GN1B27.5 5 Jun 1890 target

Kandiotta     (1883-1887)

None Reported

Millsburgh     (1883-1886)

1 SLEB45 17 Nov 1886
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Sargent County
Code Earliest Latest Killer Notes

Milnor     (1883-Date)

1 C1GN1B27 12 Apr 1885 5 May 1888 target

2 C1G’8N1R26.5 12 Jul 1887 22 Nov 1887 target

3 C1GN1B27 26 Oct 1889 target

Mohler     (1888-1890)

None Reported

Nicholson     (1886-1922)

None Reported

Ransom     (1882/1915)

1 MS 20 Jan 1884 1 Jun 1887 pen

Ripley     (1884-1887)

None Reported

Rutland     (1887-Date)

1 C1EN1R26 15 Jul 1887 27 Oct 1888 target

Sargeant     (1883-1883)

None Reported

Sargent     (1883-1890)

1 C1GN1B27 24 Oct 1887 14 Nov 1887 target

Straubville     (1887-1984)

None Reported

Tewaukon     (1883-1903)

None Reported

Towanda     (1888/1900)

None Reported

Verner     (1883-1896)

1 MS 21 Apr 1884 24 Sep 1888 pen

Vivian     (1883-1887)

1 C1GN1B27 14 Mar 1885

Notes:
1. Damaged or worn dial. 2. Traceable postmark is not available 3. Date appears to be separate stamping device
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by Bill DiPaolo

On July 25, 1898 United States troops landed
at Guanica, Puerto Rico amid little Spanish
resistance.  Two days later the south coast

city of Ponce was occupied. On August 1 H. M.
Robinson, Postal Agent for Puerto Rico landed at
Ponce. An employee of the Railway Mail Service,
Robinson was authorized to establish a military postal
station at Ponce, which would operate as a branch of
the Washington, D.C. post office.  At 1pm on August
3, 1898, Military Station 1 opened at Playa de Ponce.
Quickly and efficiently Robinson established 21 post
offices throughout the island.

Often the stations were established in the location of
the old Spanish post office and clerks would utilize
abandoned Spanish equipment and markings until
supplies were received from the Railway Mail Ser-
vice. These circumstances created a number of truly
provisional military station markings that have been
for the most part ignored by military collectors.  Mis-
takenly, the standard skeleton ring markings of the
RMS have been called “provisional.”  While the use
of skeleton ring station markings at each location in
Puerto Rico was temporary, the Railway Mail Ser-
vice used these devices for the proper cancellation of

Figure 1 RPO cancel, Station 1, August 3, 1898, first day of the military postal system.

Provisional Spanish Markings From Military Stations in
Puerto Rico

the mail in many temporary and traveling railway post
office locations in the United States and so should
not be considered provisional.

These devices were brought from the United States
for the express purpose of canceling the mail. The
worn appearance of the early cancellations of this type
would indicate that the devices had seen service long
before arriving in Puerto Rico.  That usage was short
lived at each Puerto Rico station does not translate to
“provisional.”  The issue is more than semantic. Po-
sitioning of these RPO markings as provisional has
obscured the true provisional usages of captured Span-
ish canceling devices in the military postal system of
Puerto Rico.

Figure 2 Provisional
marking for Military
Sta. 3

Figure 3 RPO post-
mark for Military
Sta. 3
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The use of Spanish cancels on U.S. Mail was, in fact,
provisional as clerks quickly established station op-
erations before official equipment was received.
These cancels are also known well after the estab-
lishment of the station, indicating an inadequate sup-
ply of canceling devices to process the mails of the
military and civilian population.  The most frequently
used marking was a 28 mm double circle with the
date as a straight line in the center. There is a Type II
of the Spanish cancel where the inner circle is open
on each side (figure 4).  While a similar but larger
marking (31.5 mm) is known on U.S. mail from other
Puerto Rican cities, only the smaller marking is known
from the military stations.

The example in figure 5 is a letter sent from Aguadilla
to San Juan on October 9, 1898. The Aguadilla mili-
tary station had just opened on October 1.  The cover
uses a provisional Spanish CDS and Spanish killers

on the stamps.  The cover is addressed to Puerto Rico,
which was a customary designation during the Span-
ish period for San Juan.  Puerto Rico was the original
name of the city and San Juan was the name of the
island.  Somewhere in history the names were re-
versed. Though an intra-island use, the cover shows
a 5¢ rate.  San Juan was still considered Spanish ter-
ritory on October 9, so the international UPU rate
applied and would be considered “through the lines.”

The use of Spanish postmarks was not unique to the
military stations.  Examples exist of the markings on
U.S. stamps from many other Puerto Rican towns
through 1899.  These were part of the unofficial au-
tonomous postal system that operated with the tacit
approval of the military government. Because the
military postal system of 21 stations was not suffi-
cient to handle the needs of the entire occupied area
of the island, a local system developed in towns apart
from the military stations to handle the civilian mail
needs of the island. Spanish markings are known on
military mail with U.S. stamps from towns outside
the military system and from military station towns
while under U.S occupation, but well before an offi-
cial postal office was opened. Table 1 details the
EKU’s of RPO and Spanish cancels from the mili-
tary stations.

Figure 4 Provisional mark-
ing for Sta. 6, Utuado, Type
II

Figure 5 Aguadilla to San Juan October 9, 1898.
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was a bold “T” in a circle indicating that taxe was
to be paid  (figure 7). This became
a frequently used due or taxe mark-
ing in the military stations.

In addition to the town circular date stamps, other
Spanish markings including various
killers and special service markings
are known on military mail. Figure
5 shows a Spanish killer. The boxed
“R” (figure 6) was used throughout
the military period as a registry can-
cel as it was used in the Spanish sys-
tem.  The Spanish postage due mark

1 There is some evidence that a U.S. postal station was in operation for the military
before Transfer Day, Oct 18, 1898.  The usage of the Spanish cancel was on a special
delivery piece sent at U.S. rates.

2 While both the RPO and Spanish marks are known before the official opening on
military mail, a Spanish mark is also known on Sept. 13, 1898.

3 Used with U.S. stamp at U.S. rate.  Though town was occupied, PO was not official.

4 The Spanish marking is also known on Nov. 12, 1898 with U.S. stamps.

5 The EKU of the Spanish mark when officially a military station is Feb. 1899.

6 An RPO marking is known as a routing mark on a local post letter from Arroyo to
San Juan.

7 Though well before the station opening, the cover pays a military rate with U.S.
stamp.

8 While I do not know the exact date, this example was well before the official station
with a U.S. stamp paying the civilian rate to New York.

Figure 6 Spanish
registry mark Figure 7 Spanish

taxe due marking

Table 1
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In figure 8 the Spanish due mark on a letter from Mili-
tary Station 1 (Ponce) to New York. This is a double
weight civilian letter and so is charged the interna-
tional UPU rate. Double deficiency is charged for the
due.

Long recognized by collectors of Puerto Rican postal
history, these Spanish-American War provisionals add
another dimension and challenge for the military col-
lector. For the most part, their scarcity is greater than
the well-known military markings. This is the first
time such an earliest known use listing of these mili-
tary provisionals has been attempted and I am certain
the list is incomplete. I would appreciate additional
data and/or scans from collectors.

Figure 8 This overweight cover from Military Station No. 1 (Ponce) was rated postage due and charged a
double deficiency for the amount due.
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by Kirk Andrews

William Bomar’s book Postal Markings of United
States Expositions illustrates 7 individual Exposi-
tion Station cancellations that were used at the post
office on the grounds of the Lewis and Clark
Exposition in 1905.   These being:

• A steel-die duplex handstamp with the
words “Portland, Oreg. Exposition
Sta.” in the CDS. (Bomar ref # P05-01)
(figure 2)

• An International machine cancel with
the words “Exposition Station” found
within 7 straight horizontal lines (P05-
02) (figure 3)

• A Type B-38 American machine flag
cancel with the words “Exposition
Station” within the body of the flag
(P05-03) (figure 4)

•  A second Type B-38 American ma-
chine flag cancel with the words
“Exposition Station” within the body of
the flag used on a hand-powered
canceling machine (P05-04)

• A small rectangular box handstamp
with the words “Portland, Oreg.
Exposition Sta.” inside the box (P05-
05) (figure 5)

• A rectangular box register mail
handstamp with the text “Exposition
Station, Portland, Oregon” inside the
box. (P05-06)

• A double-circle money order

Figure 1  An enlargement
showing details of the
discovery copy of a new
International machine
cancel used at  Portland’s
Lewis & Clark Exposition.

An Unlisted Variety of the Portland Exposition Station
International Machine Cancel

Figure 3 Bomar’s P05-02

Figure 4 Bomar’s P05-03

Figure 5 Bomar’s
P05-05

Figure 2 Bomar’s P05-01
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handstamp with the words “Portland
(Exposition Sta.) Oregon” (P05-07)

Of these cancellations, the 7-line International
machine (P05-02) is the easist to obtain.  Many are
still found on Lewis and Clark exposition postcards
on E-bay, at flea-markets and antique shows, with
prices ranging from a few dollars to around $15.00.
Bomar lists the EKU for the strike as being 06-
June-1905 and the LKU as 15-October-1905.

A variety of this cancellation, one that has the
words  “Exposition Sta.” inside the 7-line killer
bars, is listed as being used at the St. Louis World’s
Fair in 1904 (Bomar ref # ST.L04-05) and at the
Jamestown Exposition in 1907 (Bomar ref # N07-
04). (figure 6)

The author believes that he has found legitimate
evidence that the “Exposition Sta.”  variety of
cancellation was also used at the Lewis and Clark
Exposition. (figures 1 and 7).  Note the date of the
strike in the illustration: 02-June-1905 was the
second day of the exposition.  This new example,
unlisted in the Bomar reference book,  pre-dates the
previous EKU of the P05-02 Exposition Station
strike by 4 days.

Examination of the strike shows it has the same
characteristics as the ST.L04-05 and the P05-02.
This evidence being:

• A 20mm diameter dial
• A distance of 9mm from the dial to the

beginning of the center killer bar
• A height of 3.5mm for the lettering

inside the killer bars

The time of use (3:30pm) does not match any other
P05-02 strikes the author has in his collection, but it
does match the illustration of P05-02 shown in
Bomar. It also matches the time of use of an Expo-
sition Station Type B-38 American machine flag
cancel the author has in his posession; showing that
the exposition post office did indeed process mail at
that time of the day.

The author is interested in knowing if any other
collectors of Lewis and Clark exposition postal
history have similar samples of this strike in their
collections. Please send information to:

Kirk Andrews
321 Main Street
Banks, Oregon
97106

Figure 6 Bomar’s ST.L04-05

Figure 7  The discovery copy International machine with
background printing & overstrike removed.
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The 1906 San Francisco Earthquake and Fire
– Recent Discoveries

Part 2

By Randy Stehle

This article is the second in a three-part series that
will continue the presentation of a newly discovered
family correspondence from this 1906 event. This part
will feature two lengthy letters written in the weeks
that followed the earthquake and fire. The first letter
was written on April 26, 1906, in San Jose, CA, and
is the longest item at eight pages long. The second
letter was written April 29, 1906, in San Francisco,
and is four pages long.

In order to find out a bit more about the members of
the family who wrote this correspondence, the au-
thor took a trip to his local branch of the National
Archives. Various censuses were consulted to form a
picture of this interesting family. All items but one
were mailed to either George Williams or Mrs. L.H.
(Edith) Gilmore who lived at the same address in
Pasadena, CA. The family patriarch was George Wil-
liams, a lawyer, born in Maine in 1839. He was the
father of three daughters, of which Edith was the
youngest. She was born in 1879, and had just mar-
ried her husband, Lucien H. Gilmore, in 1905. Lucien
was a college professor. The oldest daughter, Grace,
lived in Oakland, CA. She had been married to
Reginald Allen, a dentist, since 1898, and had three

children under the age of seven when the earthquake
hit. The middle daughter’s name was Claribel, was
born in California in 1875.

Another member of the family who wrote a letter was
George Williams’ sister-in-law, Lydia Ludwig. She
lived in San Jose at the time of the earthquake, and
wrote the first letter shown in this article. Her letter
is especially interesting, as it mentions the earthquake
that hit the San Francisco Bay Area in 1868. She was
22 years old at that time. Up until the 1906 earth-
quake, the one in 1868 was called “the great earth-
quake”. It struck on the Hayward fault (just east of
San Francisco and south of Oakland) at a magnitude
estimated at 7.0. Five people died and property dam-
age was in excess of $300,000.  It was felt all over
Northern California and Nevada. The newspaper cov-
erage detailed the safety lessons that were learned
from this earthquake – the hazards of building on land-
fill and the dangers of unreinforced masonry. These
warnings were ignored, which helped contribute to
the wide spread destruction that happened in 1906.

Two dramatic real photo post cards (that were not
part of the correspondence) are shown in figures 1
and 2. Figure 1 shows a view of Nob Hill from Van
Ness Ave. Nob Hill is where some of the nicest man-

Figure 1 A view of Nob Hill from Van Ness Ave.



33La Posta November 2001

sions in San Francisco were located. Figure 2 shows
the fire as it burned in the south of Market Street area
of San Francisco.

Letter Number Three
This letter was addressed to Mrs. L.H. (Edith) Gilmore
in Pasadena, CA. It was mailed from San Jose, CA at
5:30 p.m. on April 26, 1906, and received exactly 24
hours later. Edith’s aunt, Lydia Ludwig, wrote it. It
reads:

452 S. 3rd St.
San Jose, Thurs. Apr. 26, ‘06

My dear Edith,
Your letter just rec’d & read. There was a slight

quake while I was reading it. I have been wondering why
I did not hear from you – Bless your heart, dearest, for
sending the enclosed bill [paper money].  I was not just in
any way, expecting the fright, but was just as thankful for
your kind thought of me. We were very fortunate in this
house – I was in some peril as there is a chimney right by
my bed and it fell, but fortunately away from me – The
business part of town suffered the most – brick & stone
buildings almost all injured, while comparatively few from
buildings suffered much aside from fallen chimneys & bro-
ken plaster – A good many old frame houses collapsed –
The underpinning seeming to give away – 19 or 20 are
reported killed in San J[ose] –

Wed. a.m. just after the big shock, I hastily wrote a
postal to Claribel, but she did not get it until Friday – Fri-
day I rec’d a short letter from Grace which relieved my
anxiety - & Sat. a.m. a telegram from Cous. Joe saying he
was safe – no tongue or pen can adequately describe the
awful scenes in San Fran – Grace wrote later that Cous. J.
came over to them Thurs. afternoon nearly exhausted from
his experiences – with some (“a few”) handbags, all he
saved from the fire – he was bending every effort to help
others – Spent all Wed. night helping some women  - The
Jones house was just outside the burnt district so they are

all right – as nearly as anyone can be in the doomed city –
I heard from Mrs. Firebaugh at Palo Alto, & she & family
are safe – Mabel’s home was not in the burned district –
Grace her head has been dizzy ever since  - and that C. is
pretty well used up – I am a veteran in regard to earth-
quakes, having passed through the one of 1868 – I do not
fear them as many do – It is a good deal like a man going
into battle – I remained in bed until the shaking ceased &
then got up and dressed – I thought that the safest way as
I could not have stood if I had tried –

From a record taken by father Herrara at Santa Clara
College it seems there were two shocks. The first 30 sec-
onds, the second 25 secs. in duration, with an interval of
15 secs – Direction N.E. to S.W. & N. to S. We have had a
number of slighter shocks since – They are bending every
effort [in] O[akland] to relieve the sufferers – The churches
full of them & G. wrote she & Dora had been cooking for
them – Everyone rides free on the st[reet] cars – Provi-
sions have been sent in so plentifully that they have more
than enough to feed all – Bedding seems to be the greatest
need here –

The girls wrote me to come to them unless I felt I
was better off here – As I am all right here I think it better
to remain for the present at least – Thymes nearly wild as
they hadn’t heard from their father since Wed. The home
was injured a good deal G. wrote - & all your father’s
buildings a good deal – The one on Broadway [in Oak-
land] entirely collapsed. I think this shock was worse (or
no more severe) then the one of ’68 – altho more disas-
trous – It was more disastrous because there are many more
high stone & brick structures than there were then – very
few in ’68 above 3 or 4 stories – and then the motion was
different – The quake in ’68 was first a lateral motion  and
then a circular – The chimneys were nicely broken off just
above the roofs & then whirled around, not as a rule, thrown
down – This one it seems, was intensely lateral and chim-
neys and walls  - crashed down – In ’68 the shocks lasted
for I think 2 weeks with diminishing force – as they are
now –

Dr. Howard Gates & wife had just started for Eu-
rope to be gone about a year – They got as far as N.Y.
when the quake came & they immediately hurried back –

Figure 2 View of
the fire burning
south of Market
Street.
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The girls had a letter
from Nora & C. wrote
her & told her to for-
ward the letter to her
mother – I am glad
you escaped so well –
a shock like this would
have hurt Southern
Cal very much I am
thinking –

I hope the girls will
not be sick after all this
– C. alone in that big
house, as I suppose
she was, must have
been dreadfully terri-
fied – I suppose they
have written to you
about it – They
haven’t told me yet to
what extent the house
was injured only G.
said it would require
several hundred dol-
lars repairs – I have
seen a good many
houses here that do not
seem to be damaged at
all- not even the chim-
neys –

Stanford [University] has suffered terribly – The Me-
morial chapel in ruins – That alone cost $1,600,000 – They
estimate the total loss at between 3 & 4 million – It is early
in the day to accurately estimate losses –

At Agnews Asylum it was fearful – over a hundred
killed – 2 physicians of the house staff among them – A
Dr. Curnow from San J. who has been there for some time
as a patient, was they say restored to his normal condition
by the shock, and rendered valuable service to the wounded
& dying – He has a wife & children living here – I hope
his recovery may be permanent –

I might keep on at great length reciting instances,
but must close – Help is pouring in in such abundance that
much of the sting is taken away and people rejoice that
there is so much good in the world after all – Write when
you can and tell me – do you wish me to keep the $’s or
shall I return it?

My kind regards to Mr. Gilman –

Much love from

Aunt Lida
The following was written vertically at the top of the

first page of this letter:

I am so thankful that none of us or our friends were
hurt -

They had stored all their office furnishings including static
batteries, their instruments, medicines, etc. in the building
where their offices were – and that building was burned &
they lost all – so they have given up their trip – Dr. Cauch,
the dentist – I went to him when I needed one, lost all his
outfit as well as a large collection of stuffed birds & ani-
mals he had in his office –

The High S[chool] is in ruins & the Normal cracked
some & chimneys down – Two brick churches  demol-
ished and all of them injured more or less – The City Hall,
Court House & Hall of Records in good shape – Post
O[ffice] Tower down, otherwise not much hurt – I went
downtown yesterday for the first time since the disaster &
there seems to be ruin every place – I had a Wells Fargo
Money order  that I wanted cashed – I went to their office
on Market St. [San Jose] & found they had moved to the
Broad Gage Depot – so then I walked to St. James Park &
rested a while & then walked to the depot - & found the
money order department – was a block down town  -  down
there & got my money – walked back to the Park, rested a
while & then walked home – Had all the walking I wanted
for one day – I rode down as far as I could but the cars
cannot run in some places I found, so I had to walk a good
deal more than I expected –

We [had] some rain this week - & thunder – which
made it a good deal worse for the refugees – G. said there
were 10,000 in Diamond Canion [Canyon] without any
shelter – I had a letter from Aunt Jan yesterday  - She of
course very anxious about us all – She said it was the most
appalling thing she had ever heard of and said she could
hardly write -  I to her last Sat – thinking she would be
very worried & I presume she was rec’d the letter in this –

Map 1 Greater San Francisco Bay area with locations mentioned in correspondence
indicated by arrows.
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tomorrow papa will put it up in front under 2723, for she
will have office hours from 2 to 4 every day. We are right
in the center of town you know – all the city officials, nearly,
are on Fillmore st. A great number of the residences have
business and professional signs on them. The Macs have a
sign saying that is the office of the Mac Nicoll elevator
Co. and the Otis Co.

I hope now that the men are getting to business,
they will give less attention to the management of the do-
mestic affairs. This morning when Mrs. Mac. and I were at
the stove, Mr. M., Mr. Hovey, and Mr. Fessendon were all
offering suggestions.

When you can forget the tragedy, there are many
amusing things to see and hear – for instance some of the
st[reet] kitchens that are inclosed [sic], somewhat – have
some really comical comments and mottoes and names on
them. The cars are charging fares from the men and not
the women – E. says she was so surprised when the con-
ductor refused her fare.

The water situation is still somewhat serious – none
except from the mains in the districts – low pressure in all
– and the great danger of typhoid in what we do get. We
are told to boil all water, but E. thinks the papers are not
making enough of the grave danger. It has been analyzed
and found to contain typhoid. E. knows of one man al-
ready, among her friends. The food supply is all right now.
We have our regular dealers. It took mama’s breath away,

Letter Number Four
Grace Allen’s cousin, Mabel Williams, wrote the next
letter to her and her husband, Reginald Allen, in Oak-
land. Mabel lived in San Francisco at that time. There
is no surviving envelope – the letter is datelined April
29, 1906. It was typed, except for the last sentence,
ending salutation and signature. It reads:

S.F., Sunday, April 29, 1906.
We are still living in the besieged city. That is what

it seems to me, though I suppose we have the advantage of
a lack of falling bombs – however the earthquakes, gentle
ones every now and then, represent them nicely.

Cars are running in some places, and it looked good
to see them out in Sacramento & Lake street, wh[en] I
walked out with Elizabeth this afternoon. She had walked
nearly all the way to our house from the ferry. She had
been to Berkeley to see a patient whom she had
just located there. Poor girl, it is all she can do to be at all
cheerful. She said she foolishly walked up Sutter st. and it
used her up to see the wall on her side of the Emerson
building standing  with her little laboratory almost intact
in appearance. Robert found her brass sign that was at the
door, and I brought it home with me, to fix up with polish
and black paint (the black enamel was all burned off), and

Map 2 San Francisco showing locations mentioned in the correspondence by arrows.
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You cannot imagine the desolation – When I looked
at it all, Dr, Filben took me down one night when he had to
go to the ferry – I could hardly realize it when I was right
on the spot.

Tuesday, May 1st.- Lollie and Elinor came over yes-
terday afternoon, to do a little finishing up at the house,
having left the son and heir with his  kind relatives who
seem to like him, Lollie says. She seemed a little blue when
she came back from 420 – you cannot help seeing that the
wreck of your first home might affect one that way. I had
to remind her or poor Mary Turnbull Murphy’s household
goods all burned. – Things, a good many of them, that she
cannot expect to replace in years.

We think our friends the Martensteins must have
left town immediately, for E. is a good walker and would
have been over here before this, I think, if they were still
here. You know it was  a three story flat and perhaps it was
as badly wrecked as L’s. We have had no strength to spare
in walking long distances, or we would have been out there.
It seems as though we had never been as busy in our lives,
and it is just as well, for it gives us less time to think of
earthquakes, past and future.

Papa has lost 25 pounds, since the 17th., he discov-
ered on being weighed today. When he and I were at San
Anselmo [Marin County] the day before we both weighed
on the station platform while we were waiting for the train
– 198 and 99 – and today he was 173. We knew by his
looks that he had lost just as he used to do when the fac-
tory burned.  He has never seemed to keep still a minute
since the disaster. He says he feels a[ll] right and that it is
just as well that he lost some of it. I have been a little
anxious about him, but I think now that he will rest more.

I will not write more for the typing isn’t very good
for my arms, I find.

Much love C.M.W.

[To Be Continued]

when our butcher announced that all orders must be paid
for in cash. But any one can see, it you think of it, that is
the only way to do, for everyone.

I cannot imagine when we shall be able to get our
chimneys fixed – It is said that there are to be no more
brick ovens, all terra cotta. The bricks were responsible
for much of the loss. Miss Tharp, around the corner, told
me that they had a narrow escape, as the chimney from the
flats came through their roof  and piled up by one of their
bedsides – we think that Christian Scientist though she be,
she must have though[t] that there was something beside
mind at that juncture – and that possibly all was not good.

Mama w[e]nt to California st. Church today where Dr.
White  of Central preached, but Mabel and I did not have
the energy – you know mama is younger than we are, any-
way. I think there was no service at Simpson. I imagine it
may be considered unsafe. It always creaked in a strong
wind. The ministers and lawyers and doctors, with a few
exceptions, are the most to be pitied as to their outlook for
the immediate future.

We are allowed lights now in the house now until
eleven o[‘]clock. Mabel and I are now writing by three
candle power. We are getting L’s  things settle[d] a little so
we can get around a little better.

We use no water but what is absolutely necessary
and nearly every thing needs washing. We have picked out
things that we had put aside as soiled, that look immacu-
late to us now. A friend of father’s, Mr. Murphy, was here
today, and asked me if we were trying to keep cheerful,
and not to do too much cleaning.

Dr. Filben is still working for the Chinese. Their
camp has been moved three times, but it is hoped that they
are settled now at Baker’s Beach. [Just east of the Presidio
on the Pacific Ocean.]

They say that people are coming across the bay in
crowds now to see the ruins. E. said it made you resent it,
to see them go exclaiming around. Just as though they were
pitying you because you were cross-eyed or had some other
defect.

MAINE NARROW GAUGE R.P.O.
CANCELS WANTED

Bangor & Bucksport AGT. (10/9/1879-5/31/1883)

Palermo & Wiscasset R.P.O. (1895-1896)

Albion & Wiscasset R.P.O. (1896-1902, 1909-1933)

Waterville & Wiscasset R.P.O. (1902-1909)

Harrison & Bridgton Junction R.P.O. (1900-1917)

Farmington & Rangeley R.P.O. (1892-1903)

Kingfield & Farmington R.P.O. (1903-1913)

Phillips & Farmington (1913-1917)

BRUCE L. COREY, 108 Marilyn Avenue,
Westbrook, ME 04092

WANTED:

Covers postmarked MAD
RIVER & L. ERIE R.R.
with Scott’s #1 (5¢ 1847),
#7 and #9 (1¢ 1851).

Please contact, with a photo and price asked, D. F.
Shea, 4106 S.R. 269, Bellevue, OH 44811;  Fax:
419/483-6400. APS #183518; USCPC #3411



37La Posta November 2001

We appreciate and encourage such reports of new
postmarks and date extenders that will improve the
accuracy and completeness of our work (send reports
to Wes Shellen, PO Box 9395, Missoula, MT 59807-
9395; or email wesndeb@aol.com).

by Wesley N. Shellen & Francis Dunn

In this third installment of our series on postmarks of
Montana Territory, we continue with our alphabeti-
cal record of postmark usages from five more coun-
ties.  Readers are reminded that post offices are listed
here according to their current county locations to
provide a stable point in time to identify them

Quite a few of the post offices included in this in-
stallment were only open for a few years, a few
months, or may never have actually operated at all.
As a result we have no record of the postmarks used
in these short-lived offices.  Other post offices, if es-
tablished shortly before statehood, may have produced
an abundant supply of postmarks to collect after the
territorial period, but few if any examples of territo-
rial usages.  A good example in this current issue is a
postmark from the town of Champion, in Deer Lodge
County, which was recently reported to us. The Cham-
pion post office was established less than three months
before statehood and the reported example was post-
marked just two days before Montana became a state!
That is a rare find, indeed.

Figure 1  This unusual rectangular (RCT27x23) postmark was used in the early 1880’s
at Fort Keogh.  Eventually the outer lines of the rectangle were cut away, creating a
straight line (SL26x18) postmark.  Both postmarks are shown in the tracings accompa-
nying this article (types 3 and 4).

Montana Territorial Postmarks
Part 3: Chouteau, Custer, Dawson, Deer Lodge & Fergus Counties

Your Participation in
the Project is
Respectfully
Requested

If you can expand our knowledge of
Montana Territorial postmark types and
date ranges, please contact

Wes Shellen
PO Box 9395

Missoula, MT 59807-9395
email: wesndeb@aol.com

____________________________
©Wesley N. Shellen & Francis Dunn
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Map 1 During the territorial period, Chouteau County occupied a huge expanse of land in north central Montana.  Since then it has been divided into smaller
counties, including Blaine, Cascade, Hill, Liberty, Pondera, and Teton Counties.
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Chouteau County
Town Postmark Earliest Latest Cancel Notes

BELKNAP(S) (1879-1889)

  1. CDS31  5 AUG 1881 28 JUL 1886 star in circle

  2. CDS28 25 DEC 1888  4 SEP 1889 target?

BIG SANDY (1887-Date)

  1. CDS28  9 SEP 1888

BREMER (1889-1889) None reported

CONRAD (1884-1888) None reported

DAVIDSON (1888-1889) None reported

FORT BENTON (1867-Date)

  1. CDS26  5 JAN 1871 20 AUG 1871 target blue, black

  2. CDS27 25 FEB 1873  2 JUL 1879 cork blue

  3. MSS 18 MAR 1875

  4. OCT28.5 23 FEB 1880 16 JUN 1880 star in circle magenta

  5. DLDC30 28 AUG 1880 23 JUL 1881 wheel of fortune blue

  6. CDS27 14 AUG 1882 22 JUL 1885 cork 1

  7. CDS27 26 OCT 1886 25 OCT 1889

 HIGHWOOD (1881/Date)

  1. CDS28.5 19 SEP 1888 target

LUCILLE (1888/1901) None reported

RUGER (1879-1881)

   1. MSS  1 APR 1880

SHEPHERD (1887-1892) None reported

SHONKIN (1886/1974) None reported

STEELE (1888-1914) None reported

TETON (1884-1885) None reported

VALLEUX (1884-1885) None reported

Custer County
Town Postmark Earliest Latest Cancel Notes

AINSLIE (1882/1893) None reported

BIG HORN (1877-1878) None reported

BLOOMDALE (1889-1890) None reported

CUTLER (1882-1891) None reported
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Custer County (continued)

Town  Postmark Earliest Latest Cancel Notes

DANTON (1879-1881) None reported

DICKSON (1883-1883) None reported

ETCHETAH (1877/1892)

  1. CDS28 22 JUL 1888

FORT KEOGH (1878-1908)

  1. DLC32  1 DEC 1879  4 NOV 1880 cork magenta

  2. DLDC34  6 FEB 1882 target

  3. RCT27x23  9 JUL 1881 10 JAN 1883 cork black, blue

  4. SL26x18  7 APR 1883 8 APR 1883 Indian head 2

  5. DLC33 28 JUL 1883 11 SEP 18?? wheel of fortune

GARFIELD (1881-1881) None reported

HOCKETT(S) (1889-1912) None reported

MAREWELL (1884-1884) None reported

MILES CITY (1877-Date)

  1. DLC30.5 10 MAR 1881 12 MAR 1882 segmented star blue

  2. CDS27.5  7 JAN 1883  9 JUL 1884 cork blue, black

  3. CDS27  2 AUG 1884 22 APR 1886 cork

  4. CDS27 31 MAY 1884 28 FEB 1887 cork

  5. CDS28  4 MAR 1889 25 MAR 1889 cork

NOLTON (1880-1881) None reported

PORCUPINE (1878-1880) None reported

POWDER (1879-1880) None reported

ROSEBUD (1880-1884)

  1. MSS 13 MAY 1884 20 MAY 1884

ROUSE’S POINT (1877-1880) None reported

SADIE (1882/1909) None reported

SAVAGE (1881-1881) None reported

STRADERS (1881-1881) None reported

TERMINUS (1882-1882) None reported 3

TONGUE RIVER (1876-1878)

  1. DLC34 20 JAN 1878 11 AUG 1878 mss/cork
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Dawson County
Town  Postmark Earliest Latest Cancel Notes

ALLARD (1884/1927) None reported

DRY CREEK (1882-1883) None reported

EXETER (1888-1890) None reported

GLENDIVE (1881-Date)

  1. DCDS32 12 JUN 1882  5 SEP 1882 target

  2. CDS27 30 MAR 1883 14 MAY 1883 target

  3. CDS28 27 OCT 1884 30 MAY 1885 cork

  4. CDS27 17 MAY 1888 25 SEP 1888 cork

LOVEJOY (1887-1887) None reported

RUSSELL (1887-1887) None reported

TAWOPA (1889-1891) None reported

Deer Lodge County
Town  Postmark Earliest Latest Cancel Notes

ANACONDA (1883-Date)

  1. CDS25 .5 22 FEB 1885 10 NOV 1885 cork grid

  2. CDS25  5 AUG 1887 star in ellipse

  3. CDS28 30 JUL 1888 20 SEP 1889 target/cork

BLACK PINE (1887-1890) None reported

CABLE CITY (also CABLE) (1868/1918)

  1. MSS 31 JAN 1875

  2. CDS25 25 MAR 1880 15 MAY 1880 magenta, black

CARROLL (1888-1902) None reported

CHAMPION (1889-1893)

  1. CDS27   6 NOV 1889

FRENCH GULCH (1869/1913) None reported

GERMAN GULCH (1869-1875) None reported

GOLD CREEK (1866-1870) None reported

GREEN WOOD (1868-1875) None reported

GWENDALE (1872-1878) None reported

LEVENGOODS (1879-1884) None reported

MEDHURST (1884-1885) None reported
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Deer Lodge County
Town  Postmark Earliest Latest Cancel Notes

MORRISTOWN (1878-1878) None reported

PYRENEES (1887-1891) None reported

STUART (1882/1914)

  1. DLC28 10 JUN 1885  9 NOV 1885 target

  2. CDS28 28 JUN 1887 30 JUN 1887 cork

SWEETLAND (1876-1877) None reported

WARM SPRINGS (1871-Date)

  1. CDS26 28 JAN 1880 star

WILLOWGLEN (1882-1885)

  1. DLC32 11 AUG 1885

Fergus County
Town  Postmark Earliest Latest Cancel Notes

ALPINE (1885-1904)

  1. CDS29  6 FEB 1889 target

ANDERSONVILLE (1881/1885) None reported

BRASSEY (1881-1884) None reported

CARROLL (1874/1882) None reported

CHRISTINA (1885/Date) None reported

COTTONWOOD (1883/1904)

  1. CDS27.5  8 JAN 1885

  2. CDS25 22 NOV 1886 6 DEC 1886 grid

  3. CDS27.5  9 MAY 1887 target

DEERFIELD (1888/1919) None reported

DENTON (1888-Date) None reported

DUDLEY (1888-1891) None reported

FORT MAGINNIS (1881-1938)

  1. DLOCT31  6 MAR 1882 12 DEC 1882

  2. CDS28 21 OCT 1883 13 DEC 1883 target

  3. CDS27 30 APR 1884 18 FEB 1885 none

  4. CDS24  5 MAY 1887 28 MAY 1889 target

GRASSRANGE (1883-Date)

  1. TDLOV38x25 18 MAY 1885 target
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Fergus County
Town  Postmark Earliest Latest Cancel Notes

JUDITH (1880-1919) None reported

LEWISTOWN (1884-Date)

  1. DLC32 6 JAN 1885 purple

  2. CDS27  25 SEP 1885  2 NOV 1889 target

MAIDEN (1882/1921)

  1. DLC33  6 JUL 1883  3 SEP 1886 neg. star black, magenta

  2. CDS27  9 APR 1885 23 MAY 1888 cork

  3. DLDC31 27 JUN 1885 gray-black

  4. CDS28  9 SEP 1889 target

MIKADO (1888-1889) None reported

MOCCASIN (1884-1885) None reported

PARKER (1880-81)

  1. MSS 14 APR 1881 pen date

REEDSFORT (1881-1885)

  1. DLC29 18 APR 1883 none

  2. CDS27 31 DEC 1884

SALTBROOK (1884-1885) None reported

TROUT CREEK (1867/1883)

1.       CDS25  1 FEB 18?? Target

WILDER (1886-1939) None reported

Notes:

1.  Fort Benton 6 might be the reuse of Fort Benton 2 in its worn state.

2.  Fort Keogh 4 is Fort Keogh 3 with the rectangular frame cut off on all four sides.

3.  Not the same as Terminus, 1880-81 from Beaverhead County.
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Figure 2  Fort Benton, one of Montana’s oldest cities, was an essential commercial hub for
steamboat trade at the head of the Missouri River.  The cover here illustrates its first
postmark.

Figure 3  This cover from Alpine, Montana is addressed to Andrew Fergus, for whom the town of
Fergus was named.  Fergus County was named after James Fergus, Andrew’s father.
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Guardians of the Coast - A Postal History

Figure 1 The mortars of Fort Crockett, Texas, April 1917.

Harbor Defense Galveston
Galveston is located on an island between Beaumont
and Freeport on the Texas Gulf Coast. The city con-
tains the only permanent coast defense system in
Texas, which guarded the city and the entrances to
Galveston Bay, leading to the ports of Texas City and
Houston. In 1940 Galveston was the only permanent
harbor defense location in the United States that had
not been established to defend a naval base or ship-
yard.

Prior to the 1850s there had been several small forts
built to protect the bay. The army finally began build-
ing two forts in the Galveston area but stopped con-
struction at the beginning of the Civil War. During
the Civil, War Confederate force built several small
fortifications at these and other locations in the
Galveston area. The army began construction on three
modern forts to protect Galveston Bay in 1895. On
September 8, 1900 a hurricane swept through the re-
gion and when it was over the majority of the fortifi-
cations had been damaged or destroyed. Though the
repairs to the forts were finished in the mid 1900s
they remained unoccupied.

The relations along the border with Mexico were very
unsettled during the 1900s. In 1911, as part of the
concentration of the regular army in Texas, the First

Rod Crossley continues his series on the postal
history of US Army Coast Artillery installations
which was begun in La Posta, Vol. 30, No. 6 (Dec
1999-Jan 2000), Whole No. 180. Part II apeared in
Vol. 31, No. 1 (March 2000), Whole No. 181.

Part III: The Gulf Coast Forts

by Rod Crossley

The most under defended region of America was the
Gulf of Mexico—yet over the years we have fought
some of our major battles along this coast. The army
recognized the problems and over the years built forts
to defend major locations.  When the modern coast
defense began in 1895 they built batteries at six loca-
tions from Key West to Galveston.

In the early 1920s the army looked at upgrading the
existing forts and building new fortification along the
gulf coast. Instead they closed three of the six forts
and made no upgrades to the remaining forts. During
World War Two the army did establish Temporary
Harbor Defenses operations at many of the sites dis-
cussed in the 1920s report.

This part of Guardians of the Coast will look at the
three forts from Mobile to Galveston. The forts of
Florida will be covered in the next section.
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Separate Brigade, made up of  36 Coast Artillery com-
panies, was organized at Fort Crockett. When the bri-
gade was disbanded later that year two companies
were retained to garrison Galveston Harbor Defenses.
There was no resolution of the border problems with
Mexico. In 1913 the army formed the 2nd Provisional
Division with two Infantry Brigades located first at
Galveston, and later moved to Texas City. From these
locations and sub-posts the units patrolled the Mexi-
can border until 1915.

During the First World War construction
of two new batteries was finished in 1921.
The period between wars saw the three
forts maintained in caretaker condition.
During the Second World War new con-
struction was started and completed at all
three forts. As part of the defense of the
Gulf Coast during World War Two the
army built Temporary Harbor Defenses
(THD) at Sabine Pass, the entrance to
Beaumont and Port Arthur; at Port Aransa,
Texas, the entrances to Corpus Christi, and
Calcasieu Pass—the entrance to Lake
Charles Louisiana. The forts were closed
in 1947 ending the Coast Artillery pres-
ence in Texas.

Fort Crockett
Construction was started in 1895 on Fort

Crockett in the center of Galveston along the beach.
After the 1900 hurricane the height of the city sea-
wall was increased which meant that some of the fort’s
batteries were now built into the seawall. It was 1911
before troops were again assigned to Fort Crockett.
The army undertook new construction at the fort dur-
ing World War One. After the war the fort reverted to
caretaker status until 1940. During World War Two
the new batteries built during World War One were
made casemates. The Army closed the post in 1947

Map 1 Forts Crockett , San Jacinto and Travis guarded the entrance
to Galveston Bay.

Figure 2 The
Galveston Military
Branch serviced
mail for troops
stationed at Fort
Crockett from Feb.
28, 1913 until Oct.
15, 1915.
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Fort San Jacinto
The fort was built at Fort
Point on the eastern tip of
Galveston Island. The
1900 hurricane caused se-
vere damage necessitating
the complete rebuilding of
the post batteries. The fort
was active from 1911 to
1919 when it again re-
verted to caretaker status.
During World War Two a
new battery was com-
pleted at the fort. Little
remains today of Fort San
Jacinto as it was located
to the west of the new sea-
wall built around the is-
land. Most of the fort was
buried by fill.

Postal  Service

The Galveston Post Office handled the mail from the
fort.

Fort Travis
Construction of this fort began in 1895 on the tip of
“The Bolivar Peninsula” on the eastside of the
Galveston Bay entrance. The 1900 hurricane came
when the fort was about two thirds completed. After
repairing the damage the fort was placed in caretaker
status. In 1917 a detachment from Fort Crockett ar-
rived to man the fort’s batteries. Following the war
the fort was again placed in caretaker status and was
not activated until 1940. During World War Two con-
struction of a new battery at the fort was started but
not completed. The fort was closed in 1947 and to-
day is a county park.

Postal Service

Prior to the 1900 the Port Bolivar Post Office handled
mail from the post. After reconstruction and until the
fort closed the mail was handled through the
Galveston Post Office.

and declared it surplus to their needs in 1953. The
city of Galveston purchased and developed the sur-
plus property.

Mail Service

The Galveston Post Office normally handled the mail
from Fort Crockett. In 1911 the post offices estab-
lished Station A at the fort to handle the mail of the
Provinsional Brigade. When the army established its
provisional division at the fort, the post office estab-
lished Galveston Military Branch to handle the mail.
This branch was later changed to Texas City Military
Station. February 21,1938 saw the establishment by
the Galveston Post Office of a classified station at
the fort which closed on February 15, 1947.

Figure 3 Much of the mail from troops stationed at Fort Crockett during World War I
was postmarked with this Galveston flag cancel. Langford reports its use from 1916 to
1919.

Figure 4 This utility dater and steel duplex were
used to postmark mail from Fort Crockett
during the 1938-1947 period of operation.
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Harbor Defense of the Mississippi (or
New Orleans)
On the Mississippi River, which leads to the heart-
land of America, some 70 miles upriver from its mouth
in the Gulf of Mexico, stands the port of New Or-
leans. Founded and developed under French and Span-
ish influence, it came under American control with
the Louisiana Purchase in 1803. The French and Span-
ish started defenses of this port, which were improved
by the Americans.

After the British failed to take the city in 1815 the
army began construction to improve the defense of
New Orleans. They built five “Third System” forts,
Livingston, Jackson, St. Philip, Wood (later called
Macomb) and Pike, between 1891 and 1850. These
forts were designed to protect the river, and the inlets
and pass that lead to or bypassed the city.

At the start of the Civil War, Louisiana State Militia
occupied the forts. Following the Union attack up the
Mississippi River in 1862 the forts were all under
Union control. By 1871 all of the forts were aban-
doned.

Two of the five forts were upgraded to modern forti-
fication standards starting in 1895. Due to the dis-
tance from Jackson Barracks, the Harbor Defense
Headquarters, these forts
were manned on a part time
basis. During World War
One, New Orleans was a supply and shipping point
for the gulf and points further south.

The army’s review of coastal fortifications recom-
mended the closing of the Harbor Defense of the Mis-
sissippi. All posts were closed by 1928.

The Temporary Harbor Defense (THD) located at
Burrwood on the Southwest Pass, and Port Eads on
the South Pass protected the mouth of the river and
the New Orleans Port of Embarkation during World
War Two.

Jackson Barracks
American troops had been in New Orleans since 1803
without a permanent location until construction be-
gan in 1834 on New Orleans Barracks. Located some
five miles south of the city on the river, the post was
first used as a port of embarkation for the Second
Seminole War in Florida. During the Civil War it was
used as a supply base by both sides. It was renamed
Jackson Barracks in 1866 and was later used as the

supply and troop depot for the new fortification be-
ing built along the river south of New Orleans. It be-
came the Headquarters for the Harbor Defense of New
Orleans in 1910. When the army closed the harbor
defense system in the 1920’s the barracks were turned
over to the Louisiana National Guard. The army took
over the barracks in 1941 to use as part of the New
Orleans Port of Embarkation. Today it is the Louisi-
ana National Guard Museum.

Postal Service

The mail from the barracks was handled through the
New Orleans Post Office.

Camp Nicholls
During World War One, the Coast Artillery Corps  es-
tablished Camp Nicholls in New Orleans. The post
was used for training of coast artillery troops during
the war and was retuned to private ownership in 1919.

Postal Service

Map 2 Coast artillery posts operated at Fort St. Philip and Fort Jackson on the
Mississippi River some 76 miles south of New Orleans.
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Postal records show the establishment of a Military
Branch in New Orleans in 1917. This was changed to
Nichols Branch in April 20, 1918, which was closed
in December 1918. Bob Swanson reports no known
postmarks in Domestic United States Military of the
First World War (1917-1919).

Fort St. Philip
Located on the Mississippi River some 36 miles from
the Gulf and 76 miles South of New Orleans, con-
struction on Fort Saint Philip was begun by the Span-
ish in 1793. It came under American control in 1803.
It was strengthened during the war of 1812 and re-
pulsed one arm of the British invasion army in Janu-
ary 1815. The fort was lightly used after the war and
was abandoned in 1831. It was repaired and new ar-
mament added in the 1840’s.

Confederate forces at the start of the Civil War occu-
pied the fort. Union forces recaptured the fort during
the Battle for New Orleans in 1862.

Construction on the new concrete batteries was be-
gun in 1898, being completed in 1902. The fort be-
came a sub-post of Jackson Barracks in 1910. Due to
the distance from Jackson Barracks the post was not
fully manned except during World War One.

As part of the US Army force reduction the fort was
closed in 1922. The land was sold to a private party
and today the fort is closed to the public.

Postal Service

In 1899 the Neptune Post Office handled mail from
the fort. In 1901 the postal service established a fourth
class post office named Fort Saint Philip at the fort.
The office was closed when the fort closed in 1922.

Fort Jackson
Located on the westside of the river, basically across
from Fort Saint Philips, the army began construction
of a “Third System” fort in 1822, which was com-
pleted in 1832. The post was named for General An-
drew Jackson. The fort was occupied by Confederate
troops at the beginning of the Civil War. During the
Battle of New Orleans in 1862 the fort was attacked
and occupied by Union Troops. The army abandoned
the fort in July, 1871.

 In 1898 construction was started on two batteries on
the grounds of Fort Jackson, which were completed
by 1901. The fort was never fully manned and the
Army abandoned the fort again after 1910. This state-

ment is based on the fact that the listing of the fort in
the US Postal Guide was deleted beginning in 1911
and US Army Order of Battle for World War One
listed Fort Jackson as an inactive station.

The fort sold as surplus in 1928 to a private party
who donated the fort to the county for a public park
in 1960.

Mail Service

The mail from the fort in 1898 processed through
Buras Post Office some eight miles to the north. In
the early 1900s mail from the fort was handled through
the Fort Saint Phillip post office. The fort is not listed
in the any US Postal Guide after 1911.

Figure 5 The Postmark Collectors Club survey
reports two Fort Saint Philip postmarks: a steel
circular date stamp (left) and a Type 3 Doane
cancel (right).
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Harbor Defense of Mobile
The city of Mobile is located on the largest natural
harbor/bay along the Gulf Coast. The French origi-
nally settled the area, but after the French and Indian
War the Spanish government took control. However
the British soon had control of both Mobile and
Pensacola. This would last until 1780 when an army
of Spanish and French troops drove the British out of
both cities. The US claimed the city as part of the
Louisiana Purchase, but the Spanish Troops did not
leave until 1813 when the British again took control.
In 1814 forces under General Jackson took the
city only to lose it again after the battle of New
Orleans.

The American government began construction
of a “Third System” fort some 30 miles south
of the city in 1819 at Mobile Point; followed
by another fort across the channel on Dauphin
Island in 1822. Fort Morgan was finished in
1833 followed by Fort Gaines in 1850. Due to
the isolation of the locations the US Army Corp
of Engineers could not find private contrac-
tors to build the forts, so they built them.

By the 1850s the city had become a major sea-
port, river port and rail terminal. The govern-
ment had also built Mount Vernon Barracks
north of Mobile. The purpose of the Barracks
was to be an assembly plant for guns manu-

factured in other parts of the nation. After
the Civil War the name was change to
Mount Vernon Arsenal. The post was closed
in 1894.

On January 3, 1861 Alabama state troops
took control of Fort Morgan, Fort Gaines
and Mount Vernon Barracks. The control
of the entrances to the bay allowed for the
successful running of the Union Navy
blockad. It was not until August 1864 that
the US Navy finally was able to capture the
two forts. The Union Army tried to capture
Mobile but was rebuffed. The army then
landed troops to the east of the city in March
1865 and took control after fighting two
battles with Confederate troops after the
official end of the Civil War.

When the Spanish American War started,
troops arrived to garrison the forts for the
first time in 30 years. Between the Spanish

American War and World War One the two forts were
in caretaker status or reduced strength. Only during
World War One were the forts at the mouth of Mo-
bile Bay at full strength.

The US Army 1920s reviews of current costal fortifi-
cations recommended the closing of the Harbor De-
fense of Mobil, which was completed by 1925. Dur-
ing the Second World War a Temporary Harbor De-
fense (THD) was established at Fort Mobile to handle

Map 3 Forts Morgan and Gaines guarded the entrance to Mobile Bay.

Figure 6 The quarantine station at Fort Morgan, circa 1900.
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defense of Mobile Bay. The army also established a
THD at Pascagoula, Mississippi, to help protect that
port during World War Two.

Fort Morgan
Construction of a “Third System” fort was started in
1819 at Mobile Point, the eastern side of the entrance
to Mobile Bay and was finally completed in 1834.
After December 1843 the Fort was placed in care-
taker status until the Civil War. On January 3, 1861,
Alabama State Troops took control of the fort and
would remain there until driven out by Union Forces
in August 1864.

Construction of new concrete batteries had started in
1895. When the Spanish-American War broke out
these were the only modern defense positions on the
gulf coast. Construction of the fort was finally fin-
ished in 1910. During the WWI period, the post was
used as an artillery training camp in addition to pro-
tecting the bay entrance.

The Fort was ordered deactivated by the Army in
January 1924 as part of the closure of the Harbor
Defense of Mobile. When World War II started, the
army established a Temporary Harbor Defense post
at Fort Morgan. This operation was closed in early
1945 along with most of the other Gulf Harbor De-
fenses. Today the fort is administered by the Alabama
Historical Commission and is open to the public.

Mail Service

When the fort reopened in 1899, the Herndon Post
Office handled its mail. The Mobile Post Office soon
replaced this office. In 1903 the postal service estab-

lished a 4th class post office named Fort Morgan to
serve the post.  The office closed when the fort was
closed in 1925. During the Second World War the
Gasque, Alabama Post Office handled mail from the
post.

Fort Gaines
Fort Gaines is located on the eastern tip of Dauphin
Island on the shallow side of the channel across from
Fort Morgan. The fortifications of the Island with a
“Third System” fort were started in 1819 and were
finished in 1853. The fort was always the smaller of
the two forts protecting the inlet to Mobile Bay. Con-
federate forces took control of the fort in 1861. Union
units landed on the island in August 4,1864 captur-
ing the fort three day later.

Construction of new concert batteries was started in
1898. During the first part of the 1900s, the fort was
mostly in caretaker status. Following the war it fell
into disrepair and was closed in 1923. It was not re-
opened during World War II and today is a county
park.

Postal Service

When the post was reopened in 1898 its mail was
handled through the Mobile Post Office. It 1901 postal
service was provided by the Dauphin Island Post Of-
fice. This office would provide service to the fort until
it was closed in 1923.

Figure 7 This postcard
displays a 4-bar postmark
from Fort Morgan dated
1910.
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Figure 1 An invitation card prepared to invite young ladies to attend a West Point “hop” on July 4, 1866.

• 
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A West Point Vignette
by Michael Dattolico

We all know that sometimes non-postal items
are found that are related to our collect-
ible interests. Known as ‘Americana’ or

‘Memorabilia,’ they are often acquired as back-up
material for use when we display our collections, or
simply because they are unusual documents with their
own charm and historical interest. Such is the case of
the item featured in this article.

Shown as figure 1, it is an invitation card produced
by West Point cadets to entice young ladies to attend
“hops,” regularly scheduled dances held on the West
Point campus. They were distributed to nearby girls’
academies, private girls’ schools, or other reputable
institutions attended by girls. This particular invita-
tion card is dated July 4, 1866, and tells interested
ladies that they would be most welcome at Camp
Reynolds, located on an open plain some distance
away from the barracks.

Camp Reynolds was the introductory summer camp
for “plebes,” incoming freshmen cadets who were
overseen by upper-classmen.  Cadets lived in canvas
tents at Camp Reynolds until the summer ended, at
which time the corps of cadets moved into the
stone barracks.

The newly arrived plebes had to survive the stressful
demands imposed upon them by upper-classmen, who
were tasked with acclimating the new men to acad-
emy life.  But the older cadets, many of whom were
approaching graduation, had a different need.  After
two or three years of social isolation, they craved
interraction with young women.  Senior West Point
officers informally sanctioned the “hops,” but likely
dumped the organization of the dances into the laps
of the Corps’ upper-classmen, who eagerly
relished the opportunity to meet and dance with pretty
New York girls.

Apparently, every cadet company elected a represen-
tative to serve on a committee to organize the hops. 
They were designated as “managers.” Most of them
were senior 1st-Classmen, although some committee-
men were 2nd or 3rd-year cadets. Since they were
chosen by the men of their company, the managers
were often selected due to their upper-class status,
popularity, leadership qualities, or because of their
off-post female connections. The managers had to pro-
vide refreshments, assemble musicians, and guaran-

tee the propriety of the occasion. If plebes were in-
cluded at all, they probably served as attendants dur-
ing the dances and cleaned up afterwards. 

Most of the managers who organized the hops for the
1866 summer encampment were slated to graduate
with the class of 1867, although a number of them
were part of the 1869 class. 

Part of the fun of owning supportive documents is
the detective work that can be done. In this case, I
was intrigued by the so-called managers. I wondered
about the nature of those men—who they were and
what they accomplished during their military careers. 
To say that I was startled at what I discovered about
this group is an understatement. Not only did many
of these officers not distinguish themselves, but many
left the army at their earliest opportunity. I was sur-
prised by the early departure from the army
by a number of 1866 ‘hops’ managers after they fin-
ished their coursework at the U.S. Military Academy.

Two of the greatest shockers were Lewis Haupt and
E. N. Chester.  Haupt, ranked 7th in the class of 1867,
was selected for the prestigious Corps of Engineers. 
Yet he abruptly resigned from the army on Septem-
ber 20, 1869 with no reasons given.

Eliphalet N. Chester, an enlisted soldier with the 94th
New York Volunteer Infantry who distinguished him-
self at the battles of Antietam, Chancellorsville and
Fredericksburg, was given a “brevet” commission for
bravery and was sent to West Point in September,
1863. He graduated as an artillery officer in 1867 but
was discharged in 1870. Chester later sold lumber in
Florida and was a journalist in New York City.

Like Haupt and Chester, other “hop” managers
abruptly left the army soon after receiving their com-
missions. Army officials were stunned when Leonard
Hun, the #2 graduate in the class of 1869, was dis-
charged at his own request in 1870.  But perhaps the
biggest disappointment was Charles Fitzsimmons, the
#6 graduate of the 1869 class.  Graduating as an artil-
lery officer, he was assigned to West Point as a gun-
nery instructor. He served in that capacity for only 5
months before resigning his commission on Decem-
ber 13, 1869. He later became the mayor of Tecumseh,
Michigan.  
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How were so many new officers able to leave the army
so soon after graduation from West Point?  Appar-
ently, they did not sign a specific contract for a speci-
fied period of service after completion of the Mili-
tary Academy’s course.  If they did, it was an easy
agreement to break.  In fact, there is no evidence that
the reputations of any officers who left soon after
graduation were besmirched in any way. 

Why so many academy graduates in the early 1870s
classes left the army soon after graduation was due to
several reasons.

First, many officers who distinguished themselves
during the Civil War remained in the army and re-
verted back to their original ranks of lieutenant and
captain.  With their glowing war records and senior-
ity, they were years ahead of the newly graduated West
Point men for promotion.  Promotions were slow from
the ’70s and ’80s until the Spanish-American War. 
Perhaps many academy graduates saw themselves
hopelessly gridlocked for advancement in those years,
regardless of how heroically they performed fighting
Indians in the West.

 Second, part of the problem afflicting the post-war
army was the austere military budgets passed by Con-
gress.  Military appropriations were skeletal to the
point of being non-existent after the Civil War.  Many
of the 1867 and 1869 graduates were engineers and

 Arthur Hardy, the #10 graduate in the class of ’69,
was discharged at his own request in November,
1870.  It was Hardy who probably achieved the most
prominent success in civilian life.  He served as a
professor of Civil Engineering at Dartmouth College
from 1873 through 1878.  He was also a successful
author, publishing “But Yet A Woman” (1884); “Wind
Of Destiny” (1886), and “Passe Rose” (1889), all
popular romantic novels.

 William Leggett graduated as a cavalry officer in
1869.  He resigned from the army on January 10,
1870, and became a successful lawyer and real estate
agent in Cleveland.

New Yorker William F. Smith also graduated as a
cavalry officer in the class of ’69, but created a memo-
rable ruckus by refusing to accept his commission. 
He later became a successful merchant in New York
City.

Frank Nye, a Maine native, graduated as a cavalry
officer in the class of ’69, but resigned from the army
in 1873.  He did, however, reenteer the army in 1884
as a captain.

But if a number of the “hops” managers did not stay
in the army, just as many remained to forge success-
ful careers.

Edward Maguire and Fred Mahan, class of 1867, were
assigned to the prestigious Corps of Engineers due to
their high class ranking.  Maguire served as Chief
Engineer, Department of the Dakotas, from April,
1876 through September, 1882 and remained in the
army.  Fred Mahan, #11 in the class of 1867, was the
son of West Point Professor D. H. Mahan.  He also
made the army his career.

Like E. N. Chester, another cadet was a certified hero
upon arrival at West Point.  Edward Davis, a Ken-
tuckian, was tendered a brevet commission at the
battle of Chickamauga.  Davis arrived at West Point
on October 20, 1863, and graduated in 1867.  He
stayed in the army, and served in the West as an artil-
lery officer. 

Two of the managers died at the prime of their army
careers.  Charles Heintzleman died on February 27,
1881, at the age of 35.  Barnet Wager, who saw ser-
vice in Alaska during the 1870s, died in 1883 at the
age of 40.

There was no information available regarding Will-
iam Lartle and F. McKelse Davis, who were also listed
as managers for the 1866 hops.

Figure 2 West Point hops continue to this day as a
pleasant diversion from academics, athletics and drill.
This photo shows Miss Lynn Zipser of Red Hook, New
York, attending a hop at West Point in 1958 with a very
young Cadet Richard W. Helbock.
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artillery officers. Those particular departments of the
army may have been hit hard by the non-appropria-
tions that plagued the army in those years.

Third, the new officers may not have liked what they
saw in the ranks.  The Indian-fighting army consisted
of substandard recruits and unsavory elements in the
ranks, undermanned units, insufficient supplies, poor
communications and long tours of duty at desolate
western outposts.  A career in the post-Civil War army
may not have appealed to some recently commis-
sioned young officers once they got a good look at
it. 

 Finally, the patriotic fervor of the Civil War had
passed.  The young men reentered a society that was
worn thin by war and looked with disdain on military
matters.  It was not the best time to graduate from the
United States Military Academy.  Perceptive young
officers probably realized the down side of army ser-
vice in those years and got out.

 Finding and researching supportive documents can
be as gratifying as finding a superb cover or card.  It
brings out the detective that is part of every postal
historian. 

How do we assess their value in our own collections
and displays?  That’s an interesting question that we
all must answer in our own ways.

La Posta Backnumbers
Backnumbers of La Posta may be purchased from
Sherry Straley, 2214 Arden Way #199, Sacramento,
CA 95825. An index of all backnumbers through
Volume 28 has been completed by Daniel Y.
Meschter and is available on the La Posta website
at www.la-posta.com.

To order backnumbers call  Sherry at 916-486-9339
or send her an E-mail at sherjohn@softcom.net.
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Knott County, Kentucky. Scale 1:250,000. (Source: DeLorme mapping)
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The Post Offices of Knott County, Kentucky
by Robert M. Rennick

On May 5, 1884 the Kentucky legislature cre-
ated the state’s 118th county from sections of
Perry, Letcher, Floyd, and Breathitt Coun-

ties and named it for then Governor J. Proctor Knott
(1830-1911).1 It assumed its present 352 square mile
territory on May 12, 1890 with the addition of ten
square miles (the Lotts and Yellow Creek valleys)
from Perry County. Like the other counties in the east-
ern Kentucky coal field, Knott lies in the highly dis-
sected Cumberland Plateau area whose rugged topog-
raphy limited settlement to the relatively narrow val-
leys of the branches of the Kentucky River’s North
Fork and the Big Sandy River’s Right Beaver Creek.

Though one of Kentucky’s more recently established
counties, Knott’s settlement history goes back to the
late eighteenth century when a family of Johnsons
are said to have moved into the Carr Fork valley. By
the mid-1820s several families (notably Breeding,
Johnson, Amburgey, Francis, Slone, Combs, Jones,
Hall, Gibson, and Martin) were well settled in most
sections of the future County where their descendants
remain the dominant population.

Knott’s relative inaccessibility precluded anything but
a barely subsistence economy until after its creation.
In fact, the development of commercial timber and
coal production, its twentieth century economic main-
stays, really did not begin until the early 1920s. The
first large scale coal mining was in the Carr Fork’s
Yellow Creek valley, near the Perry line, just before
the First World War.

Poor roads until after the Second World War contin-
ued to hinder growth and development. The county’s
first four lane highway, the new route of Ky 80, by-
passing the Jones Fork and Troublesome Creek settle-
ments, has, since the 1970s, relieved congestion and
facilitated travel through the county, tying it closer to
its more economically viable neighbors. Knott’s 1998
population estimate of nearly 18,000 is fifteen per-
cent greater than its 1970 population.

The county’s eighty-five post offices include thirteen
that were established before its creation in May 1884.
The pre-county offices will be discussed first, fol-
lowed by the others in the several stream valleys in
which they were located. Precise locations will be by
road

miles from downtown Hindman, the county seat,
twenty-two miles northeast of Hazard, or from other
offices in the same valley.

Post Offices Established Before the
County was Organized
Of the thirteen pre-county post offices, five operated
within the present county boundaries but only before
the county was organized. They were thus never re-
ally Knott County offices. Little is known of any of
them.

The earliest, Carr’s Fork, was operated somewhere
on that stream between January 9, 1833 and mid-
November 1835 by Thomas and Samuel Francis,
whose pioneer family had settled that valley some
fifteen years before.

On September 11, 1879, the Balls Fork post office
was established seven miles up that Troublesome
Creek branch for which it was named. According to
the Site Location Report of its only postmaster Will-
iam G. Grigsby, this Perry County office was eight
miles northwest of McPherson (which later became
Hindman), and twelve miles northeast of Tunnel Hill
(the future Dwarf). It closed at the end of 1881.

The third office was Duke, which Thomas Stewart
operated in Breathitt County between October 16,
1882 and mid-May of the following year, and named
for an area family. It too was eight miles north of
McPherson, on the right-hand fork of Quicksand
Creek, and when it closed its papers were sent to
Lackey in Floyd County. Stewart’s first name prefer-
ence was Newman.

Then there was Raven, established on March 30,
1882, with Randolph D. Adams, the first of its two
postmasters. Its Letcher County location is not known
but it obviously was not the Raven office at the lower
end of Caney Creek, in that section of Knott taken
from Floyd County. More to the point, when it was
discontinued in early January 1884, its papers were
sent to the Carrs Fork (sic) post office near the later
Smithsboro.

Finally, there was the short-lived Baker, operated by
James Wadkins and his son Newton between August
23, 1882 and mid-September 1883 on Laurel Fork of
Quicksand Creek, then in Breathitt County. In fact its
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first name preferences were Laurel Fork and Baker
Camp. It was very likely the forerunner of the Tester
and Elmrock post offices. (see below).

The following seven offices survived the county’s or-
ganization, though three of them barely did so.

Since its inception, Knott County’s seat has been the
fifth class city of Hindman. This vicinity may have
been first settled in the early- or mid-nineteenth cen-
tury by pioneer William Cornett’s son Samuel whose
home and watermill were on the Left Fork of Trouble-
some Creek, just above the future town. He was later
joined by the families of Peyton M. Duke and Ander-
son Hays. By the 1850s a small settlement had been
established in then Letcher County and was, for some
time to come, aptly called The Forks of Troublesome.
The vicinity’s first post office, established by Samuel
Cornett on October 12, 1854, was Cornett’s Valley.
By February 1861, when Peyton M. Duke became
postmaster, it was known as Cornett’s Mill, and closed
in October 1863. On February 17, 1874, to serve
Lewis Hays’ log store, a nearby mill (Cornett’s), and
several families, Duke re-established the office there
and called it McPherson.

Whence McPherson is not really known. The late
Knott County historian R. Lee Stewart thought it
might have been named for a Post Office Department
official. But one can’t rule out the possibility that it
honored James Birdseye McPherson, the popular
Union general from Ohio who was killed in the Battle
of Atlanta in July 1864. His name had earlier (1867)
been given to a county in Kansas and its seat, whose
post office was established in early 1873.

Several name derivations have been offered for the
forty-mile-long Troublesome Creek which joins the
Kentucky River’s North Fork some seven miles above
Jackson. Most likely it was named for the troubles
early settlers had with flooding after heavy rainfalls,
or that travelers had in pursuing its treacherous, me-
andering course, less likely is there credence for the
once popular accounts of the marital problems of some
local residents.2

In April 1884 the new county’s seat was established
at the Forks and the settlement was renamed Hindman
for then Lt. Gov. James P. Hindman.3 On October 7th

of that year, Franklin Pierce “Chick” Allen took over
the post office and it too became Hindman. In 1885
Granville Combs surveyed the area for the town char-
tered in March of the following year. Today

the town, with an estimated (1998) population of 766,
centers at the junction of Ky 160 and 550 (old Ky
80), about 1 ½ miles south of the new fourlane Ky.
80.

The second post office on Carr Fork was established
in Letcher County on May 17, 1876. Its two postmas-
ters Nathaniel B. Smith and George M. Johnson called
it Car’s Fork (sic) and located it on the south side of
that stream, five miles above Sassafras and ten miles
south of McPherson (probably just below the later
Smithsboro.) According to Johnson’s Site Location
Report, it was serving a locality called Three Forks
of Carr. It was discontinued in early July 1887.

Carr Fork, the stream, also at times identified as Carr
Creek, is traditionally believed to have been named
for Willie Carr, a Mulatto who, in 1794, accompa-
nied a band of North Carolina hunters to that area
and was killed in a fall from a high ledge while flee-
ing an Indian attack. He is said to have been buried
by the stream that was then named for him.

Near the head of Carr Fork, at the first site of the later
Omaha post office (see below), was the village and
post office of Carson. It was established on June 3,
1878, with John B. Adams, postmaster, and was soon
serving N.R. Craft’s store, a flour mill, distillery, coo-
perage, and other businesses. Its 340 residents, for
awhile, even enjoyed their own weekly newspaper.
In January 1891, then postmaster John C. Richardson
petitioned for a move 2 ¾ miles down the fork, but
this may not have come about since the office closed
the following August. Whence the name is not known.

The still active and aptly named post office of Pine
Top was established on September 18, 1878 with
Randolph B. Smith, postmaster, probably on
Branhams Creek (which then may have been called
Trace Fork of Carr), seven miles southeast of
McPherson and six miles below (west of) Carson. By
1895 it was serving a village of 200 inhabitants with
two stores and two mills. In the summer of 1897, S.R.
Blair had the office moved to the mouth of Mallet
Branch of Carr. By 1939 it was at the mouth of
Branham, but in recent years it has been on Carr, half
a mile above (east of) Mallet, and seven miles south-
east of Hindman.

Several post offices called Greenleaf have confused
historians seeing this name on Floyd, Knott, and
Letcher County lists. The first was established on June
5, 1877 on or just east of Right Beaver Creek, in that
section of Floyd County that became a part of Knott
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on the latter’s inception. During its operation by Wil-
liam J. Hall, it served a small village with two stores,
a mill, wagonworks, distillery, and saloon. It closed
in mid-February 1887, but George W. Wallen re-es-
tablished it in late December of that year, probably
half a mile up Arnold Fork, at the head of Right Bea-
ver, nearly a mile from the later Hall post office. But
it too was short-lived, closing the following May.
Another Greenleaf operated at two sites in Letcher
County, in or near the Rockhouse Valley, between
1906 and 1912.

Sassafras, main Carr Fork’s other active post office,
has, since the early 1920s, served a coal town at the
mouth of Yellow Creek, just within the Knott-Perry
County line, 10 ½ miles south-southwest of Hindman.
It was established by Manton Cornett on March 27,
1879 under a large sassafras tree just below the mouth
of Sassafras Creek. It was soon serving a fairly pros-
perous community of some 300 residents and several
businesses on both sides of the new county line.4

In February 1902 James D. Stacy, a miller and store-
keeper, who had become postmaster in 1897, had the
office moved some two miles down Carr to a point
just below the mouth of Stacy Branch (the later Vicco)
in Perry County. It may have been returned to Knott
County again in 1908, probably close to its present
site, but was soon moved back to Stacy Branch. It
was returned to Yellow Creek by the early-mid 1920s,
where it remains. The county line divides the viable
village from the sixth class Perry County city of Vicco
(see above) though they are essentially the same com-
munity. Sassafras’s post office and businesses con-
tinue to serve much of the Carr Valley’s Knott County
area.

From September 11, 1879 through March 1881 John
Harvey and Jasper Campbell ran a post office called
Buckhorn Creek for its location up this Troublesome
branch, and probably on or very close to the future
Knott-Breathitt County line. On January 31, 1888
Harvey re-established the office somewhere on the
Knott County side of the creek and called it Buck.
But in October 1890, according to his Site Location
Report, Harvey’s successor Grant Holliday had the
office moved four miles north into Breathitt County
to serve a community locally known as Jones Fork.
Here it closed in late August 1892.

Post Offices in the Main
and Tributary Valleys of
Right Beaver Creek
(in the Big Sandy River System)
The Big Sandy River, more specifically its Levisa
Fork, heads in Virginia, some sixty-five miles above
Pikeville. It extends for 140 miles to join the Tug Fork
at Louisa, Ky., and together, as the main channel of
the Big Sandy, they flow to the Ohio River at
Catlettsburg.5 One of the Levisa’s principal branches
is Beaver Creek whose right fork (locally called Right
Beaver) heads just short of the juncture of Knott,
Floyd, and Pike Counties, and drains northeastern
Knott County and much of southern Floyd County
before joining the left fork (called Left Beaver) just
above the Floyd County city of Martin. Of the thirty-
five post offices serving the main valley and branches
of Right Beaver, twenty-one were in Knott County.

The lowest of Knott’s Right Beaver tributaries is the
aptly named Salt Lick Creek. This stream heads three
miles within Knott County and extends for 6 ½ miles
to Right Beaver at Hueysville in Floyd County. It was
“named in the winter of 1774-75 by its discoverer
James Fowler for the salt springs and lick halfway up
its valley. The lick was soon known as Fowler’s Lick
(and later Thornton’s Lick, and, simply, The Salt
Lick), and by the end of the century had become a
noted supplier of salt for nearby mountain settlers.”6

The first of Salt Lick Creek’s two offices was the
short-lived (September 25, 1891 through February
1899) and little remembered Coburn. It is known to
have been located in J.M. Conley’s store, somewhere
toward the upper end of the stream, and was named
for the family of its only postmaster Joseph L. Coburn.

Another local family gave its name to the Handshoe
post office, established by Andrew J. Coburn on July
6, 1909.7 Its first site was on the creek some two miles
above the Floyd County line, at the mouth of Snag
Fork. For a brief time, from November 1923 till early
December 1926, Ben Shepherd maintained the office
just within the Floyd County line to replace the Hippo
post office which had closed in 1919.8 From 1944 till
it closed in 1972, Handshoe was on the creek, a mile
within Knott County, some five miles from Right
Beaver, and 12 ½ miles north-northeast of Hindman.
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its head, John M. Bolyn9 established the Bolyn [boy/
len] post office. This closed in late January 1914 but
was re-established by Earnest Moore on November
21, 1916 at the mouth of Brushy Branch, six miles
southwest of Garrett. From 1948, when the office was
moved several hundred yards down the Fork, till it
closed for good in 1965, it served the Rockfork neigh-
borhood, 9 ½ miles north-northeast of Hindman (via
the new Ky 80 fourlane which follows Rock Fork for
several miles.)

Post Offices in the Jones Fork Valley
of  Right Beaver
The 9 ½ mile long Jones Fork, which joins Right Bea-
ver at Lackey (in Floyd County), was named for the
family of John Jones who had settled on it in the late
1820s. The first of this valley’s five post offices was
Kezer [kee/zer]. According to its first postmaster, John
M. Gibson, this was one mile west of Jones Fork (per-
haps up Turtle Branch), midway between Hindman
and Lackey. It operated between August 26, 1889 and
mid-November 1904. Its name application has not
been accounted for.

The office was re-established as Terry on Jones Fork,
probably just below the mouth of Martin Branch, eight
miles above Right Beaver, and 9 ½ miles northeast of
Hindman. Amanda Slone, whose first name prefer-
ence was Ada, was its sole postmaster, from May 26,
1908 through March 1912. It may have been named
for the family of Riley (ne August 1865) and Helen
Terry, area residents.

Mousie, the next post office to serve this valley, was
established on July 31, 1916 probably just above the
mouth of Turtle Branch, eight miles northeast of
Hindman. Postmaster Mrs. Ollie Myrtle Gibson’s first
name choice was Estill, but the office was named in-
stead for Mousie, the twenty-year-old daughter of
storekeeper and landowner Clay (and Rebecca) Mar-
tin, who had recently married Estill’s older brother
Mart Gibson.10 The office lasted only till mid-June
1917. It was re-established on June 10 of the follow-
ing year two miles below the first site, to serve a de-
veloping village at the mouth of Ball Branch. Post-
master Girlie Hayes’ first name choice here was
Woodrow, but it too took the Mousie name. The post
office still serves the village of Mousie centering on
the Jones Fork Elementary School on Ky 550 (old
Ky 80), just above the mouth of Ball Branch.

From 1848 to 1893 the upper end of Jones Fork was
again served by a post office called Larkslane. This
was named by the first of its two postmasters, Eliza-
beth Stacy Sloane, for her husband, storekeeper Lark
Sloane (1881-1956) and the lane that bordered their
home. This section of Ky 550, 2 ½ miles above (south
of) Mousie, was once locally called Stringtown for
the arrangement of the houses along the highway.

Betty, Jones Fork’s fifth post office, was at the mouth
of Triplett Branch, 3 ¾ miles above (northeast of)
Mousie. Named for the granddaughter of its first post-
master Hattie (Mrs. George) Cox, it served the small
community of Porter between February 1, 1950 and
early May 1956. Porter was named for the owner of
the Porter Mining Company who, in the 1920s, had
located there the southern terminus of his 1.8 mile
long spur from Porter Junction, just north of Lackey
to ship his coal on the C&O Railroad’s Elkhorn and
Beaver Valley line between Allen and Wayland.

Post Offices of  the
Caney Creek Valley
Caney Creek heads about two miles above (west of)
Pippa Passes and extends for some ten miles to Right
Beaver at Dema. First settled by the Slones, still the
dominant family of its valley,11 the creek was named
for the abundant growth of cane on its banks. Seven
post offices have served its residents.

The earliest was Raven, not the office on Carrs Fork,
but one mile and a half up Caney Creek (from Right
Beaver), at the mouth of Big Branch. Postmaster
Greenville Slone’s first proposed name may have been
Glenlen (sic), but he opened it, on April 6, 1888, as
Raven, it’s said, for the biblical birds. The office
closed in 1967 and was, through March 31, 2000, a
rural branch of Pippa Passes, eight miles above.

Then there was the inexplicably named Dema, a post
office serving the Floyd-Knott intercounty section of
Right Beaver. From January 30, 1892 when it was
established by Nathaniel Stergil (sic) till 1932, it oc-
cupied several sites within Knott County, just above
the mouth of Caney, between 1 ½ and 2 miles north-
east of Raven. In October 1932 the office was moved
half a mile within Floyd County where it continued
to operate till the mid 1990s.
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also ten miles east of Hindman. This would make it
at or very close to the mouth of Hollybush Creek.
This barely remembered office and its unaccountable
name operated only between October 31, 1892 and
early September 1897.12

On December 11, 1901, Weissert’s last postmaster
Milton Owens established the Hollybush post office
at the mouth of this aptly named 4 ¾-mile-long Caney
branch, on the road (now Ky 899) between Raven
and Mallie. It may have closed sometime before the
First World War, but was re-opened by Alamander L.
Caudill, on January 15, 1916 to serve a developing
village a mile or so up Hollybush. After several moves
on that creek, the office was half a mile from Caney
when it officially closed in 1995.13

At the head of Hollybush was another village and post
office. The village, called simply the Head of
Hollybush, is said to have been settled in 1881 by
Tandy Slone and was served by Green Slone’s grist
mill, a couple of stores, a school, and probably the
inexplicably named Sylvester post office. This office
was established some two miles up the creek by
Preston Caudill on February 15, 1900. Four months
later Alamander Caudill, who was later to re-estab-
lish the Hollybush office, had Sylvester moved 1 ½
miles up the creek, where it closed in September 1904.
The community it served survived, in one form or
another, through the Second World War.14

Rocks some 700 feet above the Caney valley, in the
vicinity of the future Alice Lloyd College and the city
of Pippa Passes, gave their name to an office that John
C. and Isom B. Slone operated from January 13, 1903
through January 1909. John C. may have had the High
Rock office at the upper end of Hollybush Creek, five
miles south of the Hollybush post office. Then Isom,
in 1906, had it moved two miles northwest to the
mouth of Caney’s Trace Fork.

The sixth class city of Pippa Passes centers at Alice
Lloyd College, 0.2 miles below the junction of Ky
899 (the Caney Creek Road) and 1697 (the road from
Garner), eight miles east of Hindman. The vision of
Boston, Massachusetts native Mrs. Alice Spencer
Geddes Lloyd of a school to train the future leaders
of Appalachia led, in 1917, to the establishment here
of the Caney Creek Community Center. A high school
and, in 1923, the two-year Caney Creek Junior Col-
lege were added.

Among the groups from whom Mrs. Lloyd solicited
funds for her school were the Robert Browning Soci-
eties of New England. In 1917 they arranged for the
building of a post office to serve the community and
campus and suggested it be named for the poet’s hero-
ine, the devout and simple mill girl Pippa who, as she
passes through her town on New Year’s Day, inno-
cently touches the lives of those who hear her songs
of joy and fulfillment. The office was officially es-
tablished by Mrs. Lloyd’s mother, Ella Mary Geddes,
on December 31, 1917, with John Commodore Sloane
its first postmaster.15

Actually, Browning’s poem was not the first name
proposed for the office. Mrs. Geddes, in her March
15, 1917 Site Location Report, had suggested Caney
Civic Center, a mouthful that the Post Office Depart-
ment did not think kindly of. Its preference for one
word post office names led to its designation of
Pippapass, a meaningless name retained until July 1,
1955 when Congressman Carl Perkins, a Caney Jun-
ior College graduate, pressured the Department to
return to the intended two word spelling. Even so,
some local people still call the community Caney or
Caney Creek as they always have.

After Mrs. Lloyd’s death in 1962, the school was re-
named for her, and in 1981 it became a four year col-
lege. In 1983 the community was incorporated as a
sixth class city (with a 1998 estimated population of
186). Almost unique in the country, ninety percent of
the municipal area is owned by the college, and about
the same percentage of its population are students.
But the post office is 150 yards beyond the city’s up-
per limits.16

Post Offices on Upper Right Beaver
Six post offices served that part of Right Beaver Creek
above the mouth of Caney.

The first was Republican, established on May 21,
1890 by George W. Cook, just across from the mouth
of Potato Branch, ten air miles east of Hindman.17 An
attempt, in 1910, to move the office 1 ½ miles up
Right Beaver may not have succeeded, for the office
closed on the last day of December 1912.

On May 12, 1923 Della Hopkins re-established the
office in a small store 200 yards up Potato Branch
and called it Topmost. According to local tradition,
this was to have been Toppost for the practice of lo-
cal letter carriers placing mail for their customers on
the top of their fence posts. But on customer ob
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jection it was entered as Topmost instead.18 In 1927
Ernest Hall moved the office to his home at the mouth
of Potato. Several more moves brought it to its present
location on Ky 7, just below the mouth of Dry Creek.

The Hall post office, near the site of one of the early
Greenleafs, and the home of William J. “Bolen” Hall,
the county’s first tax commissioner, was established
on July 17, 1890 by storekeeper Joseph Hall. Until it
closed in 1976 it served the Forks of Right Beaver at
several locations on Isaac Fork. For awhile in the
1920s it was at the head of its Scip Branch, less than
half a mile from the Letcher County line. Its most
recent site was on Ky 7, 0.4 miles below the Forks.

In eastern Kentucky’s pre-sawmill days, hewed pop-
lar logs, finished on only one side, were used to floor
buildings. Many an area stream, on which such floor
boards, called puncheons, were fabricated for local
use, was thus called Puncheon [punch/en] (or Pun-
cheon Camp) Creek. One such creek, in Knott County,
heads just short of the Letcher line and extends 3 ½
miles north to Right Beaver, 2 ½ miles above the
present Kite post office. On April 4, 1900 John
Franklin established an office in a building with such
a floor and named it for the stream. It lasted through
May 1901, but was reopened at the mouth of Harrison
Hall Branch of Puncheon on May 2, 1908 by Jethro
Hall who continued to operate it till the Second World
War. It closed for good in the late 1980s.

Three miles below the Right Beaver Forks and at least
the same distance above Republican, was the Kite post
office. As Liza C. Martin’s first preference Olga was
in use in Russell County, she named it instead for the
birds that may early have inhabited that area.19 Until
recently, the office, established on June 21, 1907, was
on Right Beaver just below the mouth of Apple Tree
(also known as Bates) Branch, but is now just below
(north of) the mouth of Mullins Branch, three miles
south of Topmost.

The 3 ½ mile long Dry Creek, which heads near the
Floyd County line and joins Right Beaver at Topmost,
gave its name to the last of the Right Beaver offices,
about one mile below its head. The office was estab-
lished on January 18, 1909 with Geneva C. Bates, its
first postmaster, and closed in 1985. In eastern Ken-
tucky a “dry creek” is one in which large sections all
but dry up for much of the year except after heavy
rains.

Fifty-two post offices were in the valleys of the Knott
County branches of Kentucky River’s north Fork.
These branches are the creeks called Quicksand,
Troublesome, Lotts, and Carr.

Post Offices in Quicksand Creek’s
Laurel Fork
Quicksand Creek, which joins the North Fork just
above (south of) Jackson in Breathitt County, has two
head forks which drain the northwestern part of Knott
County. One of these, Laurel Fork, had four post of-
fices. The other, Middle Fork, shared one of these
offices with Laurel.20

Laurel Fork, heading in the north flank of Chestnut
Mountain, extends west and northwest for sixteen
miles to join the Middle Fork near the Decoy School.
Like the scores of other such named streams in Ken-
tucky, it was named for local vegetation.

The first post office was the short-lived Baker at the
mouth of Laurel’s Bakers Fork, six miles from its
Quicksand Confluence. (This is discussed above).
Then there was Tester, allegedly named for a big tom-
cat, which occupied at least two locations on Laurel
from January 18, 1902 through 1914. Newton Watkins
(sic),21 its first and last postmaster, may have had it at
or just above the mouth of Patten Fork, some 7 ½
miles up Laurel from its Quicksand confluence. Be-
tween Watkins’s tenures, George Allen maintained
the office, he said, in his Site Location Report, four
miles east of (above) Baker Fork (sic), which places
it between the Big Bend and Joshua Branches of Lau-
rel.

On August 9, 1911 Manford Ritchie established the
Elmrock post office by a big elm tree and a large
rock on his Laurel Fork land, half a mile below Big
Bend Branch. Rachel Ritchie, the wife of Manford’s
son Dillard, was its first postmaster. In 1915 it was
moved three miles down Laurel to William Compton’s
store at the mouth of Bakers Fork (shown on most
contemporary maps as Baker Branch), 11 ¼ miles
north of Hindman. In this vicinity it remained till it
closed on April 30, 1988.

Then there was Decoy, a community of scattered
homes along both head forks of Quicksand, center-
ing on a two room school which straddles the Breathitt
County line. Though this area was first settled around
1809 by the Virginians George and Elizabeth Briggs
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Sheperd). Precisely where he first maintained the of-
fice is not known, but it was probably near his home,
just above the mouth of Kates Branch of Quicksand,
some three miles within Breathitt County. In early
1908, Shepperd petitioned for a site change three miles
southeast to the Knott County line, at the forks of
Quicksand, to serve a village of some twenty-five
families. James Stacy then became postmaster.

According to Lionel Duff, longtime local school
teacher, Shepperd was the hero of a most unusual
place naming account. His goal of intellectual self-
improvement included the systematic study of a mail
order dictionary. Therein, one day, he came across
the word “decoy,” meaning to entrap, and was shortly
able to apply this concept when he successfully set a
trap for his unfaithful wife and her lover. He was later
to say to his neighbors that he had decoyed them.
When it came time to establish a post office in the
community, Henry was asked to be the postmaster
and he requested the office be named Decoy for the
word had much significance to him.22 From 1912 till
it was suspended on January 25, 1990, the Decoy post
office occupied sites half a mile up Middle Fork (at
the mouth of Millstone Branch) and at the lower end
of Laurel, in the vicinity of its two room school, eigh-
teen miles north-northwest of Hindman.

Post Offices in Knott County’s
Troublesome Creek Valleys:
Balls Fork
The main stream of Troublesome Creek (see above)
which joins the North Fork at Haddix in Breathitt
County begins at Hindman where its two head forks
– Left and Right – meet. Its first major Knott County
branch is the 19 ½ mile long Balls Fork, which heads
2 ½ air miles southwest of Mousie and joins Trouble-
some just above the Ary post office in Parry County.
(Balls Fork of Troublesome is not to be confused with
Balls Branch of Jones Fork at whose mouth is the
Mousie post office. Whence either Balls is not known;
no families of this name are recorded in Knott or Perry
County. A slim possibility for Balls Fork, at least,
rests in the tale of the bald eagle once killed by hunt-
ers at its mouth.)

The first of the six Balls Fork post offices was Will-
iam G. Grigsby’s Balls Fork that operated from Sep-
tember 1879 through December 1881. This was seven
miles up the Fork from Troublesome, just above the
first site of Talcum.

Any one of three subsequent Balls Fork valley post
offices would have been called Ball if the first choice
of their postmaster-designates had been taken. But
they weren’t.

Instead of Ball, the office at the mouth of Trace
Branch, 4 ½ miles north of Hindman, has been Vest.
This was established by William Grigsby on January
31, 1886, and is said to have been named for the postal
official sent to validate its need and who stayed to
assist in its opening. (But postal historians have no
record of such a person in the Department’s employ.)
It continues to serve a store, crafts center, and con-
solidated elementary school.

The next Ball was replaced by Talcum, established
by Levi Collins on February 25, 1903. It closed in
February 1913 but was reopened by Mrs. Ida Francis
on April 21, 1917 at its first site by the mouth of Cut-
off Branch of Balls, seven miles below Vest. It was
then moved several times in that vicinity but was later
relocated 3 ½ miles down the Fork at a site less than
one fourth of a mile from the Perry County line where
it officially closed in 1994. The late area historian
Tom Sutton thought that its name had to do with cos-
metic face powder but had no idea why or how. No
other apparent derivation has been found.

At the foot of its name source was Yellow Mountain.
From March 30, 1909 to 1951 it was nearly half a
mile up Mill Branch of Balls, 3 ½ miles above (east
of) Vest. Reece F. Bolen and his wife Louelzia were
its first postmasters.

The third Ball, some three miles above Yellow Moun-
tain, was established on May 4, 1926 by Sarah Triplett
Slone in her home above the mouth of Wiley Branch.
But instead of Ball it was named Soft Shell for her
church. This name, for years, had been popularly ap-
plied to the Regular Baptists to distinguish them from
the Hard Shell or Primitive Baptists (see above). The
office closed in 1983.

To distinguish the many branches of the Combs fam-
ily on Troublesome and other North Fork creeks, sev-
eral were given nicknames. One of these, the “Bear”
Combs, gave their name to the most recent of the Balls
post offices. Mrs. Lucinda Combs, Bearville’s first
postmaster, established it in 1952, 1 ½ miles up the
Big Branch of Balls at a site now just north of the
fourlane (new Ky 80), six miles west-northwest of
Hindman. It closed in 1984.
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Post Offices On And Off
Troublesome’s Main
Knott County Stream
The earliest of the main Troublesome post offices is
the still active Emmalena [ehm/a/leen/a ]. This serves
a hamlet with store, consolidated school, and church
camp on Ky 550 (old 80), 8 ½ miles below (west of)
Hindman. Its area was first settled and owned by
Jeremiah (Long Jerry) Combs, and, by the time the
office was established on October 5, 1894, it was al-
ready serving a population of some 300. It was named
for Emma Thurman, the wife of an itinerant school
teacher who had applied for the office, and Long
Jerry’s great granddaughter Orlena Combs (Mrs. Rob-
ert) Morgan (1873-1967), the local storekeeper and
first postmaster. Morgan descendants have been run-
ning the post office ever since.

The next post office was the short-lived (October 31,
1898 to late August 1899) and virtually unheard of
Mink which served Silas E. Boggs’ country store three
miles above Emmalena. (It may have been just below
the mouth of Lick Branch.) Postmaster-designate
Boggs’ first name preference was Boggs. Whence
Mink is not known.

The 5 and ¾ mile long Clear Creek, Troublesome’s
first major Knott County branch, was served by the
Ritchie post office. It was named for the descendants
of pioneers Crockett and Susan Ritchie who had
settled at the creek’s mouth, and was established three
miles up the creek on January 12, 1900 with Abbie
Ritchie, the first postmaster. Other Ritchies then op-
erated it at several thickly populated sites down the
creek till it closed in 1974, 2 ½ miles from Trouble-
some and 5 ¼ miles southwest of Emmalena.

The Tina [ta:/na] post office occupied at least ten sites
on the 4 ½ mile long Montgomery Creek which joins
Troublesome a mile above (east of) Emmalena. It was
first established by Wiley A. Combs on November
10, 1905, 2 ½ miles up Montgomery, and named for
Clementina (Tina) (1859-1909), the wife of John
Wesley Combs, who was born at the mouth of the
creek, but lived on Irishman Creek, and in the 1870s
served Perry County in the state senate.23 In 1910 the
Tina post office was moved a mile down the creek
but closed in January 1914. It was re-established on
September 4, 1920 with Elvira Everage, postmaster,
and with subsequent Everages moved to other loca-
tions on that stream. In October 1978, at its last

site 3 ½ miles up Montgomery, and 4 ½ miles north-
east of Emmalena, it fell victim to the new fourlane
(Ky 80) and closed.

The hamlet and active post office of Fisty has been at
the mouth of Clear Creek, one mile from the Perry
County line and three miles below Emmalena, since
its establishment on August 18, 1906. As noted above,
the proliferation of Combses in that section of the
county led to their being distinguished by nicknames.
One branch of the family was named for “Fisty Sam”
who, according to local tradition, suggested that the
new office be named for him. Margaret and Joseph
R. Ritchie were the first postmasters.24

Yet another family of Combses has given us the Car-
rie post office on Troublesome, midway between
Hindman and Emmalena. Carrie (nee Combs ca.
1876) was the wife of the first postmaster Henry
Combs who established the office on February 6,
1912.

Post Offices on Troublesome’s
Left Fork
The six mile long Left Fork joins the Right Fork in
downtown Hindman to form Troublesome’s main
channel. Two post offices continue to serve this
valley’s residents.

Leburn [lee/bun], with Minta Pratt, its first postmas-
ter, was established on July 26, 1908 at the mouth of
Mill Creek, 2 ½ miles above (northeast of) Hindman.
Sometime before 1911, according to then contempo-
rary maps, it was moved 0.4 miles west to its present
location at the mouth of Possumtrot Branch. Leburn’s
name derivation is not known. There were no Knott
families of this name, but some area people recall
hearing that name as a late nineteenth century male
given name.

Though Mollie Gayhart’s first name preferences were
Farley and Mollie, the name she actually gave to her
post office was Garner. From its opening in early 1936
to the present it has been at the mouth of Watts Creek,
two miles above Leburn. It was named for John Nance
Garner (1868-1967), the Texas-born U.S. vice presi-
dent from 1933 to 1941.
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Post Offices on Troublesome’s
Right Fork
Three post offices have served residents of
Troublesome’s 6 ¼ mile long Right Fork. The first,
Brinkley, was established on September 29, 1892 by
Randolph Adams at the head of Trace Branch, some

two miles south of Right Fork. In recent years, this
has been the route of Ky 160, connecting Hindman
with the settlements on Carr Fork. In 1913 this office
was moved about a mile down Trace where it occu-
pied several vicinity sites some four miles southeast
of Hindman. It was suspended in June 1993. Brinkley
is a family name in many parts of the country,25 but
no such families lived in Knott County at the turn of
the twentieth century, and thus we can’t account for
the name’s application here.

The active post office of Mallie has occupied several
sites at the head of Right Fork, in the vicinity of
Reynolds Fork and the present Ky 899, which con-
nects it with Pippa Passes and the other settlements
in the Caney Valley.26 It was opened by Thomas J.
Craft on April 24, 1895 to serve a store and flour mill
five miles above (southeast of) Hindman. We can’t
account for this name either. It was not named, as
many believe, for Craft’s daughter who, according to
Census records, was born in March 1897. Yet it’s
fairly certain to have been someone’s given name.

Then there was Ivis [a:/v¶s], also inexplicably named,
that operated on Right Fork from March 21, 1902 to
1956. It was opened by Laura A. Hammons just be-
low the mouth of Trace Branch. In 1912 it was moved
one third of a mile east to a point midway between
Hindman and Mallie. In 1933 it was moved another
three fourths of a mile east to its most recent site at
the mouth of Calhoun Branch, 3 ½ miles above
Hindman and 1 ½ miles below Mallie.

The Post Offices of  Lotts Creek
Two post offices served the Knott County section of
Lotts Creek (see above). Cordia was established on
October 10, 1899 probably at the mouth of Coles Fork,
just below Big Fork, and 2 ½ miles up Lotts Creek
from the Perry County line. The first name proposed
for it may have been Mason, then in use in Grant
County, but it was called Cordia instead for reasons
as yet unknown. (It may have been named for the two-
year-old sister of the first postmaster Cora Everidge,
or for “Aunt” Cord [for Cordia] Combs [nee 1858],
the second wife of “Uncle” Solomon Everidge, the

inspiration for the founding of the Hindman Settle-
ment School.) Years later, after the establishment (in
1933) of the Lotts Creek or Cordia Community
School, the office was moved down the creek to a
site below the school and only three fourths of a mile
from Perry County. Here it closed in 1957.

The other Lotts Creek post office Elic was at two
sites, half a mile apart, on what is now Youngs Creek.
It began at the mouth of Kelly Fork, three miles above
Cordia’s first site, on August 4, 1908. First postmas-
ter Adeline Young (who married a Dobson in 1910),
named it for her father Alexander Young who was
called “Elic.” It closed in 1934.

Post Offices in the Carr Fork Valleys:
Yellow Creek
Knott County’s lowest Carr Fork tributary is the three
mile long Yellow Creek. In addition to Sassafras, now
at its mouth on the Perry County line (see above),
Yellow Creek had three other post offices. The first,
Yellow Creek [yehla Kreek], for the stream, operated
only from October 9, 1909 through 1911. With George
E. Francis, its only postmaster, it was at the head of
the creek, two road miles east of Elic. (The stream,
incidentally, had its name at least by the 1840s for
it’s mentioned on an old Perry County tax list, and
may have referred to the then perceived color of its
water.)27

The post office of Anco [aen/koh] was established
on October 6, 1922 two miles up the creek from Sas-
safras and served three area coal camps. One of these
was operated by the Knott County Coal Corporation
whose foreman Anderson Combs ran the local store
and was the first postmaster and its name source. The
office closed in 1987.

On May 22, 1929 another of the camps served by
Anco, midway between Anco and Sassafras, got its
own post office. It was called Wiscoal for the Wis-
consin Coal Company that operated it, and Edward
H. Griffith was its first postmaster. It closed in 1953
when the company closed its local mine.

Post Offices On Carr Fork’s
Main Stream
Seventeen post offices served Carr’s main valley. The
earliest was Buncombe which, from October 3, 1888
through August 1904, served a fair sized village just
above (east of) the mouth of Betty Troublesome
Creek, eight miles south-southeast of Hindman.
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Though his first preference was Melvin, the first post-
master Samuel Combs, a furniture maker, probably
named it for the western North Carolina county.

Dillon was the first of three Carr Fork post offices
established in November 1897. Hubbard Francis, its
first postmaster, began it on the sixteenth of that month
two miles aThough his first preference was Melvin,
the first postmaster Samuel Combs, a furniture maker,
probably named it for the western North Carolina
county.

Dillon was the first of three Carr Fork post offices
established in November 1897. Hubbard Francis, its
first postmaster, began it on the sixteenth of that
monthbove Buncombe (perhaps at the mouth of Steer
Fork). In 1900 it was moved half a mile north, and
closed in November 1905. Though in the late nine-
teenth century several Dillon families lived in Floyd
County, none were then known in Knott County.

Dillon was the forerunner of the Spider post office,
established on April 21, 1910 by John Banks at the
mouth of Smith Branch. In 1934 Mary Pratt had Spi-
der moved to the mouth of Steer Fork. Thelma B.
Richardson became the postmaster in December 1944,
but by the summer of 1949 she too had it just below
the mouth of Steer where it closed for good in Sep-
tember 1957. Several possible derivations of Spider’s
name have been offered. One story is that two names
were submitted to the Post Office Department –
Cricket and Spider – and Spider was selected. An-
other recalls one Walter “Spider” Pigman (ne 1887),
the son of William and Elizabeth Pigman, who lived
on nearby Betty Troublesome.28 According to the
third, as the stream on which it was first located ap-
proaches Carr, it “splits in four or five different di-
rections” like a spider whose legs radiate from a single
point.29

From 1966, when construction began on the Carr Fork
Dam, till 1976, when the 710 acre Carr Fork Lake
impoundment was completed, the Carr Valley lost
some 500 families and the sites of several of its long-
time post offices.30 The earliest of these offices was
Cody.

Named for the family of William P. Cody who had
acquired land on Little Carr in the early 1830s, the
Cody post office was established on November 18,
1897 with Shade Smith, postmaster. It was probably
first located around the site of the later Dirk-Carr
Creek post office. In 1900 it was moved 1 ¼ miles
down the creek to the mouth of Breeding and De-
feated Creeks (at the junction of Ky 15 and 160),

eleven miles south of Hindman, where, after at least
half a dozen short distance moves, it closed in 1972.

From November 10, 1905 through July 1913 Henry
and John Blair operated the Theodore post office,
probably at the head of Blair Branch of Defeated
Creek, three miles south of Cody. According to John’s
Site Location Report, it was then serving a village of
some 250 residents. Its name source could have been
then U.S. President Theodore Roosevelt, for no other
derivation has been offered.

Smithsboro was another office now in the Carr Fork
Lake. Established on October 15, 1901, with George
Francis, postmaster, it was probably at the mouth of
Smith Branch, nearly two miles below Cody. It was
named for the brothers Jeremiah and Thomas Smith,
local landowning sons of William (ne 1795) and Millie
(Combs) Smith, early Carr residents and the name
source of the branch. In early 1903 Granville Smith
had the office moved down Carr to a site below the
mouth of Irishman Creek. Several moves later brought
it back to the mouth of Little Smith, just west of its
original site, where it closed in August 1973.

Each of the two Smith Branches that meet Carr Fork
in the vicinity of the Smithsboro site had its own short-
lived post office. Half a mile up Little Smith31 was
the Tana post office which George Washington
Francis alone maintained between May 23, 1906 and
mid-January 1908. Though he first proposed the name
Vina for his wife Melvina (nee Smith in 1871), he
called it Tana instead. Whence Tana is not known.

From August 4, 1906 through March 1912, the store-
keeper Sylvester Jent (ne 1869) maintained the Jent
post office one mile up Smith Branch. He had first
suggested the name Cinda for his wife Lucinda.

The third victim of the Carr Fork impoundment was
the Dirk-Carr Creek post office. Dirk was established
on December 22, 1905 by Ida Francis whose first
name choice was Bell. This office, she said in her
Site Location Report, was to serve a locality called
Bell five miles north of Cody, by then at the mouth of
Breeding Creek. Dirk is believed to be the nickname
of one of the many Francises then living in that sec-
tion of the Carr valley. Two years later Mrs. Francis
had the office moved a mile and a half down the fork
to a point three miles north of Cody. By 1913 it had
arrived just above the mouth of Carr Fork’s Deerlick
Branch.

(to be continued)
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Postal History Data Bases on Computer Disk
 La Posta Publications is offering for sale selected postal history data bases on computer disk. Use our data bases to
create your own checklists, writeup collections, design new tables and wantlists. Simply load our files, which are
available on 3.5 inch floppy disks in a variety of popular data base and spreadsheet formats [e.g., Lotus 1 2 3®,
Excel®, Access®, dBASE® or ASCII comma delimited], into your own data base program and begin designing tables
and checklists, cataloguing, and tracking prices.

STATE POST OFFICE DATA BASES

Post Office Data Bases include all the information available in our popular State Checklist series with separate fields
for Post Office, County, State, Dates of Operation, and Scarcity Index. Sort post offices by county, chronological
order of establishment, or Scarcity Index value. Print your own post office listing arranged by county or Scarcity Index.
Customize the data base, or build a new expanded post office data base by adding new information to our basic design.

State Post Office Data Bases Currently Available (postpaid or by email)

Alaska (542 offices) $11.95
Arizona (887 offices) $11.95
California(4,278 offices) $24.95
Colorado (2,438 offices) $17.95
Connecticut (781 offices) $11.95
Hawaii (193 offices) $11.95
Idaho (1,324 offices) $11.95
Illinois (5,358 offices) $27.95
Iowa (3,984 offices) $24.95
Kansas (4,232 offices) $24.95
Maine (2,152 offices) $14.95
Massachusetts (1,332 offices) $11.95
Michigan (4,504 offices) $24.95
Minnesota (3,741 offices) $24.95
Montana (2,075 offices) $14.95
Nebraska (2,764 offices) $17.95

Nevada (709 offices) $11.95
New Hampshire (897 offices) $11.95
New Jersey (1,532 offices) $11.95
New York (6,112 offices) $29.95
New Mexico (1,511 offices) $11.95
North Dakota (1,881 offices) $14.95
Oklahoma (3,447 offices) $22.95
Oregon (2,179 offices) $14.95
Pennsylvania (8,535 offices) $29.95
Rhode Island (245 offices) $11.95
South Dakota ( 1,989 offices) $14.95
Texas (7,895 offices) $34.95
Utah (810 offices) $11.95
Vermont (784 offices) $11.95
Washington (2,287 offices) $14.95
Wisconsin (3,806 offices) $24.95
Wyoming (1,002 offices) $11.95

Order From: La Posta Publications, P.O. Box 100, Chatsworth Is., NSW 2469 Australia
or  helbock@la-posta.com
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Ausdenmoore-McFarlane
STAMPS, POSTCARDS

& COVERS

 " War & Censored Covers

 " Thematic Covers

 " U.S. 20th Century Postal History

 " Worldwide Postal History

 " U.S. Postal Stationery

 " Worldwide Postal Stationery

 " Picture Postcards

 " USPS Publicity Photos

Chuck & Jan McFarlane
P.O. Box 2348

Midland, Michigan 48641-2348
email: mcmichigan@aol.com

WANTED!

North Dakota

Territory
Postmarks
(Photocopies)

For publication of North Dakota Territorial
Postmarks

Short Term Plan: Serial Publication in La Posta

Long Term Plan: Comprehensive Catalog

Send To:

Mike Ellingson

P.O. Box 402

Eagan, MN 55121

E-mail contact:

mikeellingson@juno.com

ARIZONA - NEW
MEXICO
POSTAL
HISTORY
SOCIETY

Seeks New Members, Who Seek New
Material, New Information and  New

Friends

DUES $10 Annually
Receive “The Roadrunner” Quarterly
Newsletter

Trade Duplicates at Winter and Summer
Meetings

Contact: Thomas K.
Todsen, 2000 Rose Lane,
Las Cruces, NM 88005

or

Peter Rathwell, 4523 E.
Mountain View Dr.,
Phoenix, AZ 85028
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WANTED: CALIFORNIA

Postal History by County Pre-1920

California
Counties:

Alpine, Inyo, Mono, San Bernardino
Orange & San Diego

Please write or call:
Bob Nichols

1423 N. 1st Ave.
Upland, CA 91786
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Your Ad Could
Appear

in this Space for
just $126 per year

(six issues)
La Posta advertising reaches over 1,000 active
postal history enthusiasts each issue. Why not
let us carry your message to the hobby?

Write or e-mail
Cath Clark

at
P.O. Box 100,

Chatsworth Island, NSW 2469 Australia
cath@la-posta.com

              AMBERMAN POSTAL HISTORY

 Buying and selling quality and RARE U.S. postal history for over 20 years

DO YOU COLLECT 19th or 20th Century Postal History?

We have an extensive range of town cancels from all 50 states,
including a large stock of WESTERN POSTAL HISTORY.
We also carry Illustrated Advertising, Civil War Patriotics,
Western Express, and Territorials.

WE CATER TO THE WAY YOU COLLECT, especially to

the needs of the intermediate and advanced collector, and
can sell by the issue including Stampless, Classics, Banknotes
and Bureaus, and the 1902 series.

YOU WILL BE PLEASED with our rapid photocopy want-list service. When you contact us,

just ask for the state, issue, or advertising topic which interests you.

AMBERMAN POSTAL HISTORY PHONE: (518) 371-3666 PO BOX 4119
FAX: (518) 371-3245 CLIFTON PARK, NY  12065
E-MAIL: AMBERMAN@AMBERMANPOSTALHISTORY.COM

KIRK’S
STAMP

CO.
Constant Additions

Of Postal History in

Virtually All Areas

Expo’s, Express

R.P.O’s, U.S. Postal Cards,

Stationery, Stamps & More

We seek odd & unusual

please offer!

KIRK AND ELSIE WOLFORD
Phone (530) 675-2687

Fax (530) 675-1522

Email- krkstpco@goldstate.net
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UNITED STATES

CANCELLATION CLUB
APS Affiliate #75

Devoted to the study and publication
of information about U.S. 19th

century stamp cancellations
For information and membership application write to:

U.S. Cancellation Club
3 Ruthana Way

Hockessin, DE 19707

WANTED TO BUY
* Hawaiian Postal History 1864 to present

* Alaska Postal History 1867 to present

* Yukon Postal History 1885 to present

* 19th Century U.S. Officials, Fancy cancels and
Fort cancels

* Hawaiian Stamps with town cancels

STEVE SIMS, 1769 Wickersham Dr.,
Anchorage, AK 99507-1349.

Phone: (907) 563-7281

MEMBER APS

DON’T MISS THE FUTURE
OF INTERNATIONAL MAIL

Alex Gundel’s new pioneering book, Remail and the
Globalization of the Mail Market, chronicles the
processing, routes, and markings of international re-
mailers like DHL and TNT since the 1980s. Over 450
markings and covers are listed.
Richard Helbock, editor of La Posta, writes:

“What (Gundel) has written is – from a postal
history prespective – earth shaking! …. Remailing is without-
a-doubt the shape of things to come. . . .” (Oct/Nov 2000
review)

Price: $US 19.00 cash (APS members may remit by
checks drawn on a U.S. bank). Price includes surface

postage. For airmail post, add $US 10.00.

Alex Gundel, Mainzer Str. 76,
D-50678 Cologne, Germany.

E-mail: alexander.gundel@dlr.de
http://www.dlr.de/~agundel/remail.htm

United StatesPostal History

Town Cancels. D.P.O.’s, machines, adver-
tising, R.P.O.’s, stampless and much more
are featured in my state price lists. Which
state may I send you?

P.O. Box 94822

Las Vegas NV 89193

(800) 594-3837

FAX (702) 369-9139

Contents:

“United States Three-Cent Continental: Date Ranges of Varieties”
by John H. Barwis

“United States Postal Cards Used Domestically and ‘Redirected’,
1874-1915”  by Henry J. Berthelot

“The Queen of German Colonial Philately”  by John Kevin Doyle
and Jürgen Fricke

“Evolution of Confederate Army Mail Service During the War for
Southern Independence” by Stefan T. Jaronski

“More Turmoil in the Balkans 1939-1945”  by Alfred F. Kugel

“United States Revenue Stamp Usages for the Boating Act of
1958” by Peter Martin

“Nord Alexis and Haiti’s 1906 Issue”  by F. Burton Sellers

“Wartime and Peacetime Postal Commerce at Brazos Santiago and
Point Isabel, Texas”  by Rex H. Stever

Published August 24, 2001

Obtain your copy by writing:

David Straight, Secretary/Treasurer,
Washington University, Campus Box 1061,
One Brookings Drive, St. Louis, MO 63130

American Philatelic
Congress Book

2001
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PROFESSIONAL POSTMARK
TRACING & MAPS

I will execute to
your exact
specifications
accurate tracings
of plain or fancy
postmarks,
cancels and maps.
My work has

appeared in La Posta in both the Washington
Territorial postmark series by Richard A. Long and the
19th Century Colorado postmark series by Richard
Frajola.

If you’ve been thinking of a postmark catalog
project, or any research which requires well-executed
postmarks or maps for illustrations, but do not have
the time required to accomplish the tracings, drop me a
line or give me a call with the particulars, and I will
give you a quote.

Jane Dallison

P. O. Box 296, Langlois, OR 97450

(541) 348-2813

WANTED: FOREIGN COVER
ACCUMULATIONS

WANTED! COVERS!
We are insatiable buyers of
worldwide cover lots! Any
foreign country to 1960. If
you have a large holding of
bulk covers, why not pack
up that accumulation and
turn it into cash today? Top
prices paid. You’ll like our
generous instant offer check
which is generally mailed
within 24 hours of receipt.
Ship with absolute confi-
dence -- we always pay all

shipping costs. Please be sure to fully insure. References
on file.

For complete buy list visit our website:

www.fredschmitt.com;

email fred@fredschmitt.com

SCHMITT INVESTORS LTD.

Postal History Specialists Since 1953

P.O. Box 67
Woodbury, NY 11797

631-367-4030 (24 hours)
ASDA-APS-PTS (London)-CSDA (Canada), etc.

ATTENTION
Postal History & Literature
Dealers

Trade discounts are available on United States
Post Offices, Volumes 1, 2 & 3, as well as other
La Posta Publications.

WRITE OR CALL:
James E. Lee, P.O. Drawer 250,

La Posta Backnumbers
Backnumbers of La Posta may be purchased
from Sherry Straley, 2214 Arden Way
#199, Sacramento, CA 95825. An index of
all backnumbers through Volume 28 has been
completed by Daniel Y. Meschter and is
available on the La Posta website at www.la-
posta.com.To order backnumbers call  Sherry
at 916-486-9339 or send her an E-mail at:
sherjohn@softcom.net
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

WWW.TOWNCANCEL.COM is the newest
Postal History website. There are currently
17 states online and more coming. Do you
collect State Postal History, Doane Cancels
or cancels of any kind? Check out this site.
Also, up to date Doane Lists of Georgia, Min-
nesota and Wisconsin are online. Gary
Anderson, P.O. Box 600039, St. Paul, MN
55106 [33-3]

CARDS & COVERS: FOR
SALE
US POSTAL HISTORY, mostly 1900 to
present, RPO’s, machines, more, please in-
quire. Color scans free. Paul Bourke, PO Box
125, Ashland, MA 01721
 PaddyBGood@aol.com [32-5]

POSTAL HISTORY featured in our mail bid
sales. Free catalogs. Juno Stamps, 1765
Juno Ave., St. Paul, MN 55116-1467.
junostamps@aol.com [33-3]

 TOWNS: WANTED
SUNNY ALBERTA — Alberta town cancels
and postal history. Territorial period forward.
Also Edmonton and Alberta small town card
views, advertising covers, corner cards --
“anything Alberta”. Keith R. Spencer, 5005
Whitemud Road, Edmonton, Alberta,
CANADA T6H 5L2 [32-5]

TOWNS: WANTED

CALIFORNIA: MENDOCINO County to
1900: Albion, Casper, Cleone, Cuffy’s Cove,
Elk, Fish Rock, Fort Bragg, Gualala,
Inglnook, Kibesillah, Little River, Mendocino,
Miller, Navaro, Navaro Ridge, Noyo, Noyo
River, Point Arena, Punta Arenas, Rock Port,
Usal, Westport and Whitesboro. Send pho-
tocopies or priced on approval. Don East
(APS, WCS) P.O. Box 301, Little River, CA
95456 [32-5]

CALIFORNIA - KERN & IMPERIAL County
covers and cards. Especially interested in
Bakersfield corner cards. Send description
or photocopies and prices to John Williams,
887 Litchfield Ave., Sebastopol, CA 95472
[33-6]

CALIFORNIA - SAN BERNARDINO MTNS,
cancels or post cards. Valley of the Moon,
Incline, Moonlake, Switzerland, Crestline,
etc. Russ Keller, P.O. Box 3499, Crestline,
CA 92325 (909) 338-8232 [32-5]

WANTED-WASHINGTON, D.C. covers
bearing the Eagle Carrier stamp of 1861. Carl
Stieg, 260 Merrydale Rd, Apt 15, San Rafael,
CA 94903 [32-6]

TOWNS: WANTED

IDAHO PANHANDLE: Benewah, Bonner,
Boundary, Clearwater, Idaho, Kootenai, La-
tah, Lewis, Nez Perce, and Shoshone Coun-
ties. Interested in all postmarks and other
postal history items. Send photocopies or
priced on approval. Write or e-mail for post
office lists. I will pay all copying or mailing
costs. Peter Larson, 5301 Robinson Park
Rd., Moscow, ID 83843, Tel 208-883-8297,
e-mail plarson@wsu.edu. [32-5]

LOUISIANA and other mid-Gulf Coast states.
Stamped/stampless, etc., postal history
(1790-1920). Individual items/entire corre-
spondences. Ron Trosclair (APS), 1713 Live
Oak St., Metairie, LA 70005-1069, PH: (504)
835-9611 [32-5]

NEBRASKA TERRITORIAL covers (before
Mar 1, 1867) wanted for my personal collec-
tion. Write or send copies. Ken Stach, 15 N.
Morning Cloud Circle, The Woodland, TX
77381 [33-4]

NORTH DAKOTA: all postal history wanted
from territorial to modern. Send photocopies
or on approval. Gary Anderson, P.O. Box
600039, St. Paul, MN 55106 [32-5]

OHIO-HOLES & COSHOCTON counties. All
Postal History, DPOs. Especially want Ber-
lin S/L and CDS on folded letters, Baddow
Pass, Clark(s), DeWitts Ridge, Dino,
Doughty, Drake’s, Humphreysville, Jones
Corners, Killbuck, Manning, Morgan Settle-
ment, Mounthope, Palladium, Pictoria, Prai-
rie, Salt Creek, Saltillo, Special, Tuttleville,
Ward’s and Winesburgh. Larry Neal, 8650
Twp Rd 79, Millersburg, OH 44654. Member
APS, OPHS. [33-6]

LA POSTA
CLASSIFIED ADS

Only 5 cents per word delivers your message to the
largest and best informed group of postal historians in

America
Word Count 1 issue 3 issues 6 issues

1-25 $1.25 $3.12 $5.94
26-30 $1.50 $3.75 $7.14
31-35 $1.75 $4.35 $8.28
36-40 $2.00 $4.98 $9.48
41-45 $2.25 $5.61 $10.68
46-50 $2.50 $6.24 $11.88
51-55 $2.75 $6.84 $13.02
56-60 $3.00 $7.47 $14.22
61-65 $3.25 $8.10 $15.42
66-70 $3.50 $8.73 $16.62
71-75 $3.75 $9.33 $17.76
76-80 $4.00 $9.96 $18.96
81-85 $4.25 $10.59 $20.16
86-90 $4.50 $11.22 $21.36
91-95 $4.75 $11.82 $22.50
96-100 $5.00 $12.45 $23.70

NOTE:
EXPIRATION DATE SHOWN
AT END OF EACH AD,  i.e.,
[32-5], MEANS AD WILL
EXPIRE WITH THIS ISSUE.

AD DEADLINE FOR NEXT
ISSUE:

November 20,
2001

E-MAIL US IF YOU
INTEND TO RENEW
YOUR AD & TIME IS

SHORT FOR RENEWAL
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TOWNS: WANTED

SOUTH DAKOTA Territorial and Statehood
covers  wanted for my personal collection.
Write or send copies. Ken Stach, 15 N. Morn-
ing Cloud Circle, The Woodland, TX 77381
[33-4]

WACO VILLAGE, TEXAS. Interesting old
Texas Covers - especially those from
McLennan, Bosque & Coryell Counties. Jim
Alexander, Box 21792, Waco, TX 76702-
1792. jalexa5943@aol.com [33-2]

WEST POINT, NEW YORK covers --
stampless to 1890 -- wanted for personal col-
lection. Send on approval or photocopies.
Prompt response promised. Richard Helb-
ock, P. O. Box 100, Chatsworth Island, NSW
2469 Australia [32-6].

WISCONSIN - WAUSAU (1850+) Would
anyone have early covers, with special can-
cels on the letter? Look-
ing for the octagon cancel
which was used in 1870s
to 1880s. Would you have
any DPOs of Marathon
County? Advise, with copy
of cover or covers and
price. APS Life Member. William Grosnick,
Sr., 833 11th Avenue, Wausau, WI 54401[32-
5]

DOANE CANCELS:
WANTED
Buy, sell and trade Doane Cancels of all
states. Send photocopies or on approval.
Gary Anderson, P.O. Box 600039, St. Paul,
MN 55106 [32-5]

ADVERTISING COVERS:
WANTED

URGENTLY NEEDED: Pre-1900 Philadel-
phia, PA advertising covers illustrated with
buildings and street scenes. Also any paper
memorabilia or postal history from the Phila-
delphia Centennial of 1876. All correspon-
dence answered. Member APS. Gus Spector
,750 S. Main Street, Suite 203, Phoenixville,
PA 19460. [32-6]

LITERATURE: FOR SALE

THE AWARD-WINNING 240-page book of
Wisconsin postal history - Going For the Mail,
A History of Door County Post Offices -- is
now at a special price: $13.00 postpaid from
the author. Jim Hale, 5401 Raymond Road,
Madison, WI 53711. [32-5]

LITERATURE: FOR SALE

NOW AVAILABLE: Post Offices and Early
Postmasters of Virginia - $49; The Post Of-
fices and Postmasters of Hawaii - $18; The
Post Offices of Alabama to 1900 - $18; The
Post Offices of Georgia - $18. Coming soon
Post Offices of WV and SC. All available from
the author, poastpaid: Richard E. Small,
14502 Oak Cluster Drive, Centrevillw, VA
20120. [33-4]

STOCK REDUCTION sale. Great books at
great prices. Free price list. Juno Stamps,
1765 Juno Ave., St. Paul, MN 55116-1467.
junostamps@aol.com[33-3]

SUB-STATION POSTAL
MARKINGS: WANTED

SUB-STATION postal markings from any US
city wanted. Especially interested in legible
duplex and MOB markings. Send photo-
copies with firm price to Dennis Pack, 1915
Gilmore Ave., Winona, MN 55987 [33-4]

WANTED: POSTAL STA-
TIONERY

WANTED: TO BUY, sell or trade, mint or
used, US postally stamped cards. List
availablke on request. Dick Borkowski, PO
Box 118, Edgemont, PA 19028 [33-6]

POST OFFICE FORMS
WANTED

HELD FOR POSTAGE -- US Post Office
Forms #1543, #3540, #3548 sought for study
of varieties -- Need better items and accu-
mulations of common. Write for offer: David
L. Straight, P.O. Box 32858, St. Louis, MO
63132 or e-mail: dls@library.wustl.edu [32-
5]

ADDRESS CORRECTION-- US Post Office
Forms #3547, #3578, #3579 sought for study
of varieties -- Need better items and accu-
mulations of common. Write for offer: David
L. Straight, P.O. Box 32858, St. Louis, MO
63132 or e-mail: dls@library.wustl.edu [32-
5]

WANTED: MISCELANY

EXPRESS COMPANY & Parcel Delivery
Company covers, Corner-Cards, Labels and
Stamps. Locals: Forgeries and Fantasies.
William Sammis, 436 Thomas Road, Ithaca,
NY 14850-9653 E-mail: cds13@cornell.edu
[32-5]

Let a La Posta Classified ad
send your message to over
1,100 of North America's most
energetic and interested
postal history enthusiasts.As
simple as 1, 2, 3!!!

1) Write down your ad on a
slip of paper;

2)Count words excluding ZIP
code and check the rate card
on page 77 to find the cost &
number of insertions, and

3) Send your ad along with a
check to La Posta, 33470
Chinook Plaza, #216,
Scappoose, OR 97056 and
we'll do the rest.

FOREIGN: WANTED

PRE-WWII commercial air covers mailed
from one country to another country any-
where  in the world. Particularly interested
in iintercontinental mail, i.e, Europe to Asia,
North America to Africa, Australia to Eu-
rope, etc. Send scans or photocopies for
my offer, or on approval to Richard Helb-
ock, PO Box 100, Chatsworth Island, NSW
2469, Australia  or helbock@la-posta.com
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La Posta Publications
33470 Chinook Plaza, #216,

Scappoose OR 97056
email: helbock@la-posta.com

We hope that you have enjoyed our journal and I wish to cordially invite you to become a subscriber.

LA POSTA is published six times a year and provides over 450 pages of research, news and information
regarding all aspects of American postal history. With a subscription price of just $20 per year, most of our
readers consider us to be the best bargain in postal history today.

In addition to the journal, La Posta conducts regular mail auctions of postal history material submitted by our
subscribers. These Subscribers’ Auctions typically feature over 600 lots per sale and are mailed as separate
booklets. They have proven extremely popular as a way for collectors to acquire moderately priced cards and
covers and to dispose of their duplicate or unwanted material.

I hope you will find La Posta worthy of your support. If so, please take a moment to fill out the form below and
send us a check in the amount of $20, or pay via credit card at www.la-posta.com/journal.htm to begin your
subscription with our next issue.

Sincerely yours,

Richard W. Helbock,

Publisher

————————————————————————————————————————————————
La Posta Publications
33470 Chinook Plaza, #216
Scappoose, OR 97056

Hello Richard:

Yes, I’ll give La Posta a try. You may begin my subscription with the January 2002 issue. Enclosed is my check
in the amount of $20.00.

Name: ————————————————————————

Address: ———————————————————————

City, State, ZIP: ______________________________________________



80 November 2001    La Posta

DISPLAY ADS
AMBERMAN POSTAL HISTORY - 74
CONGRESS BOOK 2001 -75
ARIZONA-NEW MEXICO P. H. SOC. - 72
AUSDENMOORE-McFARLANE - 72
COLORADO P. HIST. SOCIETY - 73
BRUCE COREY - 36
JANE DALLISON - 76
MICHAEL DATTOLICO - 59
MIKE ELLINGSON - 72
JIM FORTE - 75
ALEXANDER GUNDEL - 75

DISPLAY ADS
KIRK'S - 74
LA POSTA BACKNUMBERS - 59
LA POSTA SUBSCRIPTION FORM - 79
JAMES E. LEE - 73 & 76
BOB NICHOLS - 73
SCHMITT INVESTORS LTD. - 76
DONALD F. SHEA - 36
STEVE SIMS - 75
ROBERT J. STETS - 29
ROBERT SWANSON - 72
US CANCELLATION CLUB - 75
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INDEX OF ADVERTISERS

ADVERTISING IN LA POSTA
La Posta publishes two types of Ads: Display & Auction/Net Price.  Details for placing each are as
follows:

DISPLAY ADS - May be run on a contract basis for one, three or  six insertions.  Ad contents may be
changed at any time, provided proper notice is given.  Contract  rates for ads of varying sizes are as
follows:

 Ad Size One Issue Three Issues Six Issues
 1/8-page $13.00 $29.90 $54.60
 1/4-page $30.00 $69.00 $126.00
1/2-page $55.00 $126.50 $231.00

1-page $100.00 $230.00 $420.00
These charges include Type setting & Layout

AUCTION/NET PRICE ADS:

The charge for placing a 1/2-page ad is $45.00; 1 -page $90.00; 2-pages $170.00

These prices are for prepaid camera ready copy.  Add $15 typing charge is for 1/2-page auctions, $35
for 1-page auctions; and auctions over 1-page must be camera ready, transmitted via E-mail or
provided on computer disc.

Ad Deadlines are as follows: Dec/Jan issue - Nov 20;  Feb/Mar issue - Jan 20;  Apr/May
issue - Mar 20;  Jun/Jul issue - May 20; Aug/Sep issue - July 20; Oct/Nov issue - Sep 20.

La Posta, 33470 Chinook Plaza, Suite 216, Scappoose, OR 97056

or

P.O. Box 100, Chatsworth Island, NSW 2469 Australia


