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PUBLISHER'S PAGE
Taxes and Postal Rates

United States postal patrons have recently experi-
enced the latest in what can only be described as an
exponentially growing series of postal rate increases.
(See Dennis Pack’s article on some of the postal his-
tory implications of this latest increase in domestic
rates elsewhere in this issue). We here in Australia
have seen similar upward revisions in the interna-
tional rate structure over the past year, but these new
rates have been confused beyond belief by the intro-
duction in July 2000 of a Goods and Services Tax
(GST). For example, the official current rate to send
a letter weighing 50 grams or less via airmail to the
United States is $A1.50. But, depending upon what
kind of Australia postage stamps are used, the actual
rate may vary from as much as $A1.65 to $A1.50.
The story how this new, highly confusing, interna-
tional postal rate emerged illustrates the interplay
among politicians, bureaucrats, and special interests
groups in a modern western society.

The Politicians

The tax structure in Australia has for many years re-
lied heavily on personal income and corporate profit
taxes to generate sufficient income for the Federal
government to fund its various spending programs.
A Goods and Services Tax, a form of Value Added
Tax (VAT), which would shift the burden of filling
government coffers away from wealthy individuals
and corporations to the broader society has been the
goal of conservative politicians since it was intro-
duced in Great Britain over a decade ago. John
Howard, the current Australian Prime Minister, made
introduction of the GST his primary government ob-
jective, and, with the help of one of the minor par-
ties, successfully passed GST through Parliament in
1999.

Minor party support, as well as pressures from spe-
cial interest groups within the ruling political coali-
tion, forced the government to exempt certain kinds
of goods and services from the new tax. One such
exemption included products for export. Fair enough,
you say, that would maintain a competitive position
for agricultural and industrial products in the world
market, but, if applied strictly across the board, it
would also mean that postage stamps used on over-
seas mail should be tax free.

The Australian GST was set
to become effective on 1
July 2000. No doubt, the
politicians couldn’t give
two feathers in a storm
about what would happen
to international postage
rates under their new GST,
but you can bet your
britches that the bureaucrats
at Australia Post did.

The Bureaucrats

The initial reaction of Australia Post to the GST was,
from an international perspective, rather amazing.
Postage stamps used to frank domestic mail were to
be taxed 10% under the GST. Postage stamps used to
frank international mail were not to be taxed. It would,
of course, been entirely possible to simply raise do-
mestic postal rates 10% across the board and issue
new stamps, but the politicians had made a great hub-
bub about how this new tax would actually have a
positive impact on all Australians, and raising the first
class domestic rate from 45 to 49 or 50 cents would
not have gone down well with the battlers (Australia’s
version of the silent majority).

Australian Stamp Bulletin No. 255 (June-July 2000)
carried a dramatic announcement. It read, in part:

The stamp issues in this Bulletin make history and record
it. The new definitive range of International stamps will
make history on 20 June as the first stamps designed and
developed exclusively for use on international mail.

The need for the stamps is also a practical one. From 1
July Australia Post needs to be able to distinguish between
overseas and domestic postage and the different GST sta-
tus of the two types of mail. The International issue pro-
vides two benefits to the postal user: It identifies interna-
tional postage which is GST free and the design’s new pan-
oramic shape provides an ideal canvas on which to display
Australia’s unique natural beauty to the world.

No doubt, the new International stamps were beauti-
ful and their subject matter, which included the Sydney
Opera House on the 50 cent value and the Sydney
Harbor Bridge on the $1.50 value, were chosen to
show off this beautiful continent in its best possible
light. What wasn’t stated in this initial announcement
was that the new International Stamps were intended
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Maiden’s letter explained why Australia Post had
chosen to issue the International Stamps—simplic-
ity and an effort to make international mail GST-
free—and went on to announce that because they
had received “feedback from collectors who felt this
(new policy) would restrict their ability to send do-
mestic stamps to friends and fellow collectors over-
seas and thus discourage the collection of Austra-
lian stamps.”

The letter went on to state that after discussions with
“a number of interested parties, including the Aus-
tralian Philatelic Federation and the Australian Phila-
telic Traders Association” an arrangement had been
reached which would ensure that “international mail
users obtain the lower prices resulting from tax ex-
emption, and allow collectors and others to use do-
mestic stamps on international mail.”

The new arrangement is quite striking. The “phas-
ing in period”, formerly known as the transition pe-
riod, was extended to 4 March. After that date “if
you prefer to use domestic stamps on international
mail you may, but a 10% surcharge must be paid to
cover the GST element of domestic stamps.”

The following was offered in the way of an example
of how this new arrangement might work:

... if you wish to use domestic stamps on a standard
letter to Asia, you will need to affix stamps to the value of
#1.10. The same letter using international stamps would
cost $1. If you wish to send a standard letter to Europe or
the USA, you will need to affix domestic stamps to the
value of $1.65, while the same letter using international
stamps would cost $1.50.

The initial set of International stamps included de-
nominations of 50¢, $1, $1.50, $2, $3, $4.50, $5 and
$10. On 1 November 2000 an 80¢ value to pay the
discount rate on international Christmas cards was
added. Although not specifically spelled out in the
February letter, there is no reason why customers
could not use a combination of domestic and Inter-
national stamps to mail letters overseas. I have per-
sonally held conversations with local post office
workers and they reported that they are certainly
willing to accept such “mixed franking” on interna-
tional mail. The question then becomes, what are the
possible postal rates on an overseas letter weighing
less than the standard 50 grams? Table I illustrates
the possibilities.

by Australia Post to be the only postage permitted to
be used on overseas mail. Australia had recently
scrapped its multi-tiered international rate structure
in favor of a greatly simplified (and generally higher)
two-tier international structure which called for $1.00
for the first 50 grams to all places in the Asia-Pacific
region and $1.50 for the first 50 grams for all other
countries. The previous rate to North America, for
example, had been $1.05 for the first 20 grams.

My first reaction, and I assume that of many other
people in Australia, was well, that’s nice now we have
pretty new stamps to frank our mail going abroad.
Australia Post dropped the other shoe in Bulletin No.
257 (October-December 2000). Tucked away on page
19 under a heading which read “Transition guidelines
for using International Stamps” was an announcement
which stated:

The introduction of GST-free International stamp(s) has
required changes in Australia Post’s General Postal Ser-
vices Term and Conditions. Although Australia Post’s policy
is that domestic stamps are to be used on domestic mail,
and international stamps are to be used on all international
mail, a transition period has been introduced to make this
change easier for all concerned.

The announcement went on to explain that a transi-
tion period which would last until 31 January 2001
would exist and that during that time customers could
use either International or Domestic stamps to frank
overseas letters. Furthermore, customers could ex-
change domestic stamps for international stamps and
vice versa up to a value of $A45.00. It also stated that
from 1 February 2001: “International stamps must be
used for the payment of international postage services.”

The Special Interest Groups

Well, that little bombshell apparently caught the at-
tention of the Australian philatelic community. Cath
& I  simply shrugged our shoulders and went about
trying to use up most of our excess domestic Aussie
postage, but behind the scenes there must have been a
whopping storm brewing. How do I know that? In early
February, as a subscriber to the Australia Post Bulle-
tin,  I received a two page letter from Daniel Madien,
Australia Post’s Group Manager, Philatelic.
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imagine how many combinations of domestic and
International stamps can be used to add variety to that
number.

As you move into Spring, we move into Autumn, and
I have the pleasure of bring you an interesting variety
of new articles in this, our May 2001 issue. Please
remember that La Posta is always on the lookout for
new articles by new authors as well as our faithful
stalwarts. If you have an idea and would like to get
my suggestions and comments, please email me at
helbock@la-posta.com and I promise to get right back
to you.

Table 1
Proper Australian International Postal Rates on Mail Paid by Domestic and/or International

Stamps
Asia-Pacific Region
International Stamps Domestic Stamps Total Rate

$1.00 $0.00 $1.00

$0.80 $0.22 $1.02

$0.50 $0.55 $1.05

$0.00 $1.10 $1.10

Rest of the World

$1.50 $0.00 $1.50

$1.30 $0.22 $1.52

$1.00 $0.55 $1.55

$0.80 $0.77 $1.57

$0.50 $1.10 $1.60

$0.00 $1.65 $1.65

“Now, that’s a fine kettle of fish!” as Oliver Laurel
would have said. As a result of the ambitions of the
politicians, the myopic decisions of bureaucrats, and
the outcries of those whose oxen were gored, we now
have four different legitimate postal rates on the same
letter to Asia and six different on a letter addressed
to Europe, North America, or elsewhere outside the
Asia-Pacific.

Will this situation last long? It seems unlikely as the
poor postal clerks are likely to be completely
flummoxed by the variety of possible legitimate over-
seas rates. The complexity of the situation also sets
up countless adversarial confrontations between
postal patrons and employees of Australia Post.
Surely, no one could want that to continue. From a
postal historians standpoint, the current bizarre rate
structure represents a wonderful opportunity to build
a collection of overseas mail displaying legitimate
rates composed on the various possible combinations
of domestic and International stamps. In addition to
the ten different rates shown in Table 1, the picture
gets even more complicated and interesting when
heavier articles are considered. For example, the ba-
sic International rate for mailing a 55 gram (about
two ounce) letter to the United States is $A3.00. Just

La Posta’s
Australia Address:

P.O. Box 100,
Chatsworth Island, NSW 2469

Australia

Phone: 61-26645-1829; Fax 61-26645-1763



6 May 2001    La Posta

POSTAL HISTORIANS
ON LINE

The following individuals have expressed an
interest in corresponding with other collectors via e-
mail. Names are followed by specific interest (where
known) and complete e-mail address. If you would
like to join this list in future issues of La Posta, send
us a note via e-mail at  helbock@la-posta.com
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— bearclan@brandons.net
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Douglas Clark [Railway Mail] —dnc@alpha.math.uga.edu
Tom Clarke [Philadelphia] — ocl-tom@ix.netcom.com
Louis Cohen [Kentucky postal history]

—cohenstamps32@aol.com
Giles Cokelet [Montana postal history]

— giles_c@coe.montana.edu
Robert W. Collins [Korean War & “Collins” postmarks]

— rwcohio@juno.com &/or ohiowc@aol.com
Joe H. Crosby [Oklahoma & Indian Territory p.h.]

— joecrosby@home.com
E. Rod Crossley [CA RPOs & Ventura Co.]

— rcrossley@worldnet.att.net
Tony L. Crumbley [NC & Confederate postal history]

— crumbley@infi.net
Richard Curtin — curtin@inreach.com
Allison W. Cusick [Ohio & WV p.h.; Doanes & Non-stndrd]

— awcusick@aol.com
Matt Dakin [Mississippi Postal History]

— patdakin@mindspring.com
Mike Dattolico [La Posta Associate Editor]

—  MMDATTOL@aol.com
Hugh J.W. Daugherty [Postal History Dealer]

— hjwd@capecod.net
Doug De Roest [Oregon postal history OR & WA Doanes]

— deroest@oregontrail.net
John L. DuBois — jld@thlogic.com
Leonard M. Eddy [Oklahoma & Arkansas p.h.]

— lmeddy@arkansas.net
Craig Eggleston [US Possessions] — cae@airmail.net
Stephen W. Ekstrom [US Transports & Connecticut p.h.]

— SWEKSTROM@aol.com
James F. Elin [Arizona post. hist.]  — JamesFElin@aol.com
Mike Ellingson [North Dakota p.h.]

— mikeellingson@juno.com
Alyce and Don Evans [WVa and Los Angeles, CA,  p..ht.]

— DEvansUSAF@aol.com
James W. Faber [WY, NW OH, Hancock Co, ME, No. WI]

— faber@bluemarble.net
Wayne Farley [West Virginia P. H.]

 — CWFARLEY@aol.com
Richard Farquhar — FARQRICH@aol.com
Louis Fiset [WWII civilian internment ph]

—  fiset@u.washington.edu
Ken Flagg [WWII APO, esp. Alaska & Canada]

— ken0737@cwo.com
Jane King Fohn — Jkfohn1442@aol.com
Jim Forte [Dealer] — jimforte@postalhistory.com

& Website http://postalhistory.com
Nancy Foutz [postcard dealer] — dexterpc@bestweb.net
Myron Fox [US & German censorship & WWI & WWII]

— MyronFox1@aol.com
Gene Fricks [Literature, TN & NJPH]

— ernest.fricks@stoneweb.com
Mike Fritz [Idaho postal history] - idahofritz@msn.com

Paul G. Abajian [Vermont postal history]
— PGA@vbimail.champlain.edu

Murray Abramson [4th Bureaus & air to foreign dest.ination]
— abram001@mc.duke.edu

Charlie Adrion [Flag Cancels] — adrionc@mail.idt.net
Carl W. Albrecht [Certified Mail/Postal Forms & Labels]

— calbrech@infinet.com
Jim Alexander [Texas Postal History]

— JAlexa5943@aol.com
John Amberman  [Dealer]

— amberman@ambermanpostalhistory.com
Gary Anderson [US Doanes & ND postal history]

— garyndak@ix.netcom.com
Kirk Andrews — kirk.j.andrews@intel.com
A.A. Armstrong, Jr. [Western Nebraska & S.D. butcher

PPCs] — draa@rockski.net
Roland Austin [Liberty Series & Modern p.h.]

— raustin13@aol.com
John Azarkevich [Military postal history dealer]

— john.a2z@worldnet.att.net
Harold Babb [Southern States postal history]

— babbx01@netside.com
Mark Baker [CA & NV postal history dealer]

— mbcovers@directcon.net
Michael A. Ball [Alaska Arctic & Antarctic incl. military]

— BallAgency@aol.com
Alan Banks [Missouri] — abanks7@aol.com
Richard Bard, Jr. — dbard@plix.com
John H. Barwis — j.h.barwis@siep.shell.com
John E. Beane, MD [West Virginia postal history]

— JBEANE@prodigy.net
William R. Beith [Eastern Oregon] — WRBeith@aol.com
Henry J. Berthelot [train, ship wreck mail & US postal card

 p.h.]— hankberthelot@yahoo.com
Henry Betz [Franklin Co., PA & Cumberland Valley RR]

— hbetz@epix.net
Jim Blandford [Mich. Doanes & Early Detroit]

— jblandf526@aol.com
Tim Boardman [Washington PH, photos, books & maps]

— Simcoe@gconn.com
Joe Bock [Airmail/US Transports] — jorobock@sedona.net
Eppe Bosch — bonep@qwest.net
Caj Brejtfus [1851-61 3c & Machine cancels]

— brejtfus@earthlink.com
Deane Briggs, MD [Florida Postal History]

 — dbriggs2@tampabay.rr.com
Roger S. Brody [US 2nd Bureau issue]   — RSBCO@aol.com
Mark Burnett [Washington-Franklins Series]

— MBur331547@aol.com
Raymond Buse [Cincinnati & Clermont Co., OH p.h.]

— stamppat@aol.com
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Bob Gaudian [Connecticut Postal History]

— rgstamper @aol.com
Don Garrett [Mississippi] — Donompix@aol.com
John Germann [Texas postal history & ship covers]

— jghist@neosoft.com
Jerry Gorman [Rhode Island PH]

 — barbarag@worldnet.att.net
John Grabowski [20th Cent. postal history, esp. Prexy era]

— minnjohn@concentric.net
Ken Grant — kgrant@uwc.edu
Thomas E. Greene [Rhode Island PH] —TGBG@aol.com
John Grosse — johngrosse@compuserve.com
Ted Gruber [Nevada] — TedGruber@aol.com
E. J. Guerrant [Unusual US Stamp Usages]

— guerrant@oio.net
Alex Gundel [Mail to Foreign Destinations]

— Alexander.Gundel@dlr.de
Michael Gutman [Mass ph & 19th cent,. Precancels]

— Mikeg94@aol.com
Larry Haller [Handstamped Flags] — LJHaller@aol.com
Art Hadley [Indiana postal history] — ahadley@hsonline.net
Raymond Hadley — rshsks@mosquitonet.com
Ken Hamlin [Montana postal history & ephemera]

— kphamlin@in-tch.com
Lou Hannen [Classic Railway & Waterways]

— loucanoe@3rddoor.com
Scott Hansen [US Navy WWII, Philippines & Cent. Michigan]

— hansens@genrad.com
John T. Hardy, Jr. [US postal cards & Philippines]

 — john_hardy@msn.com
Ron Harmon [Florida PH] — rrhrm@hotmail.com
Leonard Hartman [Literature dealer] —www.pbbooks.com
Thomas Hayes [South Dakota & Wyoming p.h]

— dakter@nvc.net
Bill Helmer [Nevada] bill5168@worldnet.att.net
Gary Hendren [Missouri PH] —

Lynda_Hendren@mac.pattonville.k12.mo.us
Monte Hensley [Mexico pre1868 & Revolution]

 — MHENSLEY@IBM.NET
Jack Hilbing [Illinois and Pennsylvanina postal hisory]

— fjackh@msn.com
Terence Hines [Hanover, NH & #E12-21 on cover]

— thines@fsmail.pace.edu
Joe Horn — horn@mail.utexas.edu
John Hotchner — JMHStamp@ix.netcom.com
Pete Hubicki [1861 3c & Columbia, Montour &

Northumberland Co., PA]
— phubicki@carolina.rr.com

Stefan T. Jaronski [Ithaca NY p. h.; Confed. States military ph]
— bug@midrivers.com

Cary E. Johnson [Michigan p.h.; Railway, Waterway
& Streetcars] — cejohn@umich.edu

Jim Johnson [Dealer - Postal History USA]
— phiusa@netpath.net

Charles A. Jones [CO & Prexy postal history]
— cgjones@gj.net

Barton D. Kamp [Massachusetts postal history] 
— bartdk@mindspring.com

Gordon Katz [Postal History on Postcards & Maryland]
— g.e.katz@worldnet.att.net

Phil Kay [Hawaiian postal history] — pilau@aloha.net

Robert Keatts [Walla Walla Co., WA p.h.]
—  lkeatts@mail.bmi.net

Kelvin Kindahl [New England p.h.; postmarks]
 — kanda@javanet.com

C.Randy Kimes [US Naval covers] — pmarche@jps.net
Jim Klinger [Colorado ph & Navel covers] — IX15@aol.com
John Koehler [Montana postal history]

—jkoehler@wa.freei.net
Van Koppersmith [Alabama & Mississippi p.h.]

— cleave3@aol.com
Jim Kotanchik [Franklin Co., MA & PO Seals]

— jkotanchik@flashcom.net
Alfred Kugel [20th Cent. Military Mail, US Possessions &

Offices Abroad]— afkugel@hotmail.com
Paul Kukstis [Auction House] — letters@kukstis.com
Rick Kunz [RPO, AGT, RR postmarks]

— rkunz@eskimo.com & www.eskimo.com/~rkunz/
William O. Kvale [Minnesota ph, esp. territorial & Civil War]

— FLO3WIL@aol.com
Walter LaForce [US Doanes & NY RFD & Co/PM cancels]

—vlwl@msn.com
Gary Laing [Virginia p.h.] — laing@naxs.com
Curt J. Lamm [Unusual 1851-61 townmarks]

--cjlamm@netstorm.net
Eliot A. Landau — LAND1942@aol.com
Peter B. Larson [Northern Idaho] — plarson@wsu.edu
Ken Lawrence — apsken@aol.com
Wes Leatherock — wleath@sandbox.dynip.com
Howard Lee [4th Bureau Issues & US Int’l. Airmail thru 1941]

— gimpo@adnc.com
James E. Lee [Philatelic Literature Dealer]

— philately2@earthlink.net & www.jameslee.com
Brian R. Levy [Long Island PH & Expositions]

— BELLOBL@AOL.COM
MingKung Jason Liu [China/US combinations & crash cvrs.]

— mliu@DataPathSystems.Com
Mike Ludeman [Texas p.h.] — mml@computek.net

also www.computek.net/public/mml/tx_philately.html
Len Lukens [Oregon p.h. & trans-Pacific airmail]

— llukens@easystreet.com
David Lyman [World postmarks on covers or piece]

— postmark@sympatico.ca
Max Lynds [Aroostock Co., Maine p.h.] — max@ainop.com
Tom Maringer [Arkansas PH] — maringer@arkansas.net
Robert L. Markovits — lrlm@pioneeris.net
Peter Martin — pmartin@amospress.com
Doug Marty - [Dealer Postal History, Ephemera, Postcards]

— dmarty@wtp.net
Chester M. Masters — chetmasters@mail.wa.freei.net
Bernard Mayer [Oklahoma] — Bernie@m47303.com
David McCord — damac52@home.com
Harry McDowell [Columbia SC Confed. p.h.]

— harmacd@aol.com
Chuck & Jan McFarlane [Ausdenmoore-McFarlane Stamps]

— Mcmichigan@aol.com
Bob McKain [Western PA]- bmckain@nb.net
Michael J. McMorrow [Vermont photocards & POW cards

of  WWI & WWII] — SFA@SOVER.NET
Michael E. Mead [Britannia Enterprises - postal history dealer]

— meadbe@s-way.com
Jim Mehrer — mehrer@postal-history.com

& website http://www.postal-history.com
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Mark Metkin [Idaho postal history]
— metkin@mindspring.com

Jewell Meyer [Arizona] — jlmeyer@pe.net
James W. Milgram, M.D. [U.S. postal history and historical

letters, esp. Civil War & West] — j-milgram@nwu.edu
Corbin Miller [Idaho P.h.] — corbinlm@yahoo.com
Jim Miller [Dealer] — jmiller@cariboo.bc.ca
Steve Morehead [Colorado postal history]

— steveasc@ix.netcom.com
Bob Munshower — bearmt19@mail.idt.net
Larry Neal [Holmes Co., Ohio postal history]

—larryln@valkyrie.net
Bill Nix [Skamania Co., WA] — wanix@gorge.net
Jim Noll — jenca@pacbell.net
Martin Nicholson — Martin@crozet.demon.co.uk
Charles A. O’Dell [Missouri & eastern Colorado]

 — odellcd@earthlink.net
Kevin O’Reilly [NWT, Yukon & Labrador; US APOs in

Canada] — xcarc@ssimicro.com
Clay Olson [Tioga Co., PA] — shawmut@home.com
James Orcutt [Washington] — jorcutt@u.washington.edu
Dennis Pack [Utah ph & Branch offices]

— dpack@VAX2.Winona.MSUS.EDU
John Palm [Merced & Mariposa Co., CA]

—jwpalm@elite.net
Ray Palmer [Oregon, esp. Yamhill & Polk Counties]

— rpalmer@onlinemac.com
Ed Patera [California] — ELPATERA@aol.com
Bob Patkin [Machine cancels] —  bpat@shore.net
James Patterson — patterson@azbar.org
Eustolio G. Perez [Dealer/Collector Mexico to US covers]

—  SouthwestCC@Prodigy.net
Walt Potts [Monona Co., Iowa] —  Pottsplit@aol.com
Stephen Prigozy [Telegraph covers] — prigozys@aol.com
Ada M. Prill [Delarare Co., NY]

— ada@math.rochester.edu
Pete Rathwell — prathwell@swlaw.com
Byron L. Reed [South Dakota p.h.] — byronreed@aol.com
Robert Quinetero [Detroit River Sta/Mailboat 1895-Current]

— qover@ameritech.net
Norm Ritchie [CO, UT, AZ & NM postal history]

—  mnp@ctos.com
Roger Rhoads [UX1 & UX3 cancels & PH]

— rrrhoads@aol.com
Thomas Richardson [North Carolina P.H.]

— stamps@northstate.net
Harold Richow [WWII Alaska, US in Canada &

Philippines] — harr@pe.net
Al Ring [Arizona postal history] — ringal@msn.com
William B. Robinson [Wisconsin p.h./postal history dealer]

—wbrob@hotmail.com
Julius Rockwell [Alaska] — juliusro@alaska.net
Robert G. Rose [New Jersey p.h.] — rrose@phks.com
Steve Roth — smroth@itsanet.com
Art Rupert [Rural Branches & Stations]

— aerupert@bentonrea.com
Roger Rydberg [Colorado postal history]

— roger-rydberg@worldnet.att.net
Bill Sammis [US Express Company labels, stamps & covers]

— cds13@cornell.edu

Bill Sandrik [Postal History dealer] — sandrik.philat
@zzapp.org & www.ballstonphilatelics.com

Fred Schmitt —  fred@fredschmitt.com and
www.fredschmitt.com

Roger G. Schnell [Mok Hill pre1870; US ph to fgn. dest.
1934-54] — rkschloss@pstcomputers.com

Niles Schuh [Florida postal history] — niless@magicnet.net
Dennis W. Schmidt [Texas p.h. & US Officials]

— Dews@1starnet.com
Roger Schnell — rkschoss@mindspring.com
Robert Schultz [Missouri postal history] — schulhstry@aol.com
Joseph Sedivy — JNJSED717@aol.com
Larry R. Sell — philart@infoblvd.net
Mike Senta [Alaska postal history] —

msenta@pobox.mtaonline.net
Norman Shachat [Phila. & Bucks Co. PH]

— janorm@gateway.net
Lloyd W. Shaw [Utah p.h. & general postal stationery]

— LWStamp@aol.com
Terry Shaw [Alaska] — cgsarchxx@aol.com
Wesley Shellen [Montana p.h. & Machine cancels]

— WesNDeb@aol.com
Gina Sheridan — gsherida@cisco.com
David J. Simmons — Stampmaven@partnercs.net
Ed Siskin [Pree-1800 Postal History] - ejsiskin@ix.netcom.com
Russell V. Skavaril — skavaril.1@osu.edu
Rich Small [Machine cancels] — rsmall9293@aol.com

& www.members.aol.com/rsmall9293/index.htm
Chet Smith [US branches & stations] — cms@psu.edu
Jack M. Smith, Sr. [Texas Doane Co-ordinator]

— jacksr@tstar.net
Fred Smyithe — FSmyithe@aol.com
Gus Spector [PA advertising covers & postal history]

— gspec56@aol.com
Keith Spencer [Alberta & western Canada] — krs2@ualberta.ca
Duane Spidle [Colorado P.H.  & RPOs & pre-1907 precancels]

—dspidle@concentric.net
Anita Sprankle — sprankle@kutztown.edu
Chet Sprinkle — 73114,.2115@compuserve.com
Ken Stach [Dakota & Nebraska territories]

— ken.stach@kosa.com
Randy Stehle — RSTEHLE@ix.netcom.com
Rex H. “Jim” Stever [Republic of Texas] -

— rhstever@camdeninc.com
Carl Stieg [Dist. Of Columbia to 1910] — carl_phil@webtv.net
Bob Stoldal [Southern Nevada] - stoldal@vegas.infi.net
Greg Stone — Michcovers@aol.com
David L. Straight [Back of Book] -- dls@library.wustl.ed
Greg Sutherland — Gregfree@aol.com
Robert Svoboda [Montana postal history]

— SVOBODA7@aol.com
Bob Swanson [WWI Domestic p.h.] — rds@swansongrp.com

& www.swansongrp.com/posthist.html
Doug Swisher [Ohio & Florida P.H.] — doug22@mediaone.net
Stephen T. Taylor [postal history dealer] -- staylor995@aol.com

& www.stephentaylor.co.uk
Gerry Tenney — gtenney@gateway.net
Ed Thomas [New England town cancels] — Edthomas@fsc.edu
Robert L. Toal — rtoal@ukt.edu
Don Tocher [19th Century US] — dontoch@ix.netcom.com

& www.postalnet.com/portfolios

POSTAL HISTORIANS ON LINE

Concluded on page 18



9La Posta May 2001

Letters Home: WWII Canadian and US
Military 1st Class & Airmail Usages

By Richard Martorelli

During the time period of World War II, American
military forces were stationed in many countries.
Large concentrations of troops resided in Allied coun-
tries, particularly for the logistical preparations nec-
essary for further offensive attacks. Mindful of its size,
and effect on the local economy, efforts were made
to observe and respect conditions and culture of the
host country. This general practice also applied to mail
services.

Although the United States officially entered WWII
on December 7, 1941, the nation had been participat-
ing in trade with and support of the Allied Powers.
The most notable example of this support was the
Lead Lease Agreement with Great Britain. In return
for munitions and war materials from the US, Great
Britain gave the US leases for military bases in vari-
ous locations in the British Commonwealth. This in-
cluded various locations in Canada and Newfound-
land. Historically, based on the long commercial and
cultural ties between the US and Canada, there had
been postal agreements between the two countries.
These provided that most mail, fully prepaid in the
country of origin, would be accepted and delivered
in the country of destination at no additional charge.

For most of the period 1900-1945, the inter-country
surface first class and post card rates were the same
as the applicable rates within the country. The basic
Canadian first class letter rate in July 1941 was $0.03/
1st oz, corresponding to the basic US letter rate. One
difference between the countries was that the Cana-
dian additional ounce rate was $0.02, while the US
rate was $0.03/added oz. Also, the basic surface post
card rate between and within the countries was $0.02.
The card illustrated in Figure 1 was franked with one
cent US postage, and was charged $0.02 due (stan-
dard practice of double the $0.01 deficiency) upon
delivery to Ontario in April 1943. It was in this month
that the Canadian Post Office increased the war tax
assessed to the first ounce of first class surface letters
and post cards, raising them to CA$0.04 and CA$0.03,
respectively.

Figure 2, dated March 1944, is a postal card mailed
from Quebec to Colorado; it has a George VI $0.01
indicia, and is charged $0.04 postage due (deficiency
of $0.03 rate minus $0.01 franking=$0.02, doubled).
During this period, the basic rates between the US
and Canada were still equal to each other; it is just
that Canada imposed an additional revenue collec-
tion measure on top of the basic rates.

Figure 1 Postcard mailed from US to Canada in 1943 reflecting the basic rate of two cents.
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the US and
Newfoundland;
it applied the
same rates and
regulations be-
tween these two
countries as ex-
isted between
the US and
Canada. Thus,
this letter re-
flects the $0.07
1st ounce rate
incorporating
the $0.01 war
tax.

With this back-
ground on rates,
let’s look at a
few military
rates used by

Canadian forces and US forces serving in Canada.
Figure 4 shows an envelope mailed from Camp
Borden, Ontario, a domestic Canadian training camp.
This was originally a Militia Summer Training camp,
used for that purpose from the early 1900’s. It was
used by active service troops in both WWI and WWII.
During the 1939-41 period it was an assembly for
many Canadian regiments as they were called into
active service from the reserves, or before they were
sent overseas. The illustrated letter shows that active
duty military personnel in Canada were required to
pay the regular letter rate on their personal mail.

Airmail letter rates between Canada and the US in
the 1940-45 period generally followed the pattern of
first class letter rates. The basic airmail rate in the
period 1934-1943 was $0.06/ounce. As noted above,
in April 1943, the Canadian Post Office increased the
war tax assessed on first class mail; at this time, they
also applied the tax to the first ounce of airmail let-
ters. Airmail letters were now $0.07/1st oz, $0.06/
add’l ounce. This rate is reflected on the Figure 3
cover, mailed in February 1945, from Newfoundland
(at this point not a part of Canada) to New York. In
1926, a revised postal agreement was signed between

Figure 2 Postcard mailed from Canada to the US  in 1944 reflecting the basic rate of two cents
plus one cent war tax.

Figure 3 Airmail cover reflecting the basic rate of 6 cents plus one cent war tax which was operative from
1943-1945.
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England. This soldier may have been destined to be
part of the 1st Canadian Army Tank Brigade, recently
arrived in the UK, or some other artillery unit. This
letter was sent surface mail and postage free from the
soldier’s overseas location to Manitoba.

In contrast, service personnel on active duty could
send surface mail from bases out of Canada or at over-
seas locations. Figure 5 illustrates a July 1941 enve-
lope from a member of the No.1 Canadian Artillery
Holding Unit, a replacement unit located at Bordon,

Figure 4 The first class Canadian domestic rate used by the military was the same as the civilian rate, 1941.

Figure 5 Free franking for first class Canadian surface rate used by overseas (England) active duty
personnel for mail to Canada in 1941.
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muda and Jamaica. As noted before, since Newfound-
land was not part of Canada until 1949, the service-
men of “W” Force were eligible to send surface mail
free of postage.

Figure 6, also sent surface mail postage free, and was
mailed by a soldier at CAPO #2, in Newfoundland,
to Ontario in September 1941. Canada had provided
troops to Newfoundland and Labrador for local de-
fense, and this was
known as the “W”
force. Some units
in this task force
included the Royal
Rifles of Canada,
the Victoria Rifles
of Canada and The
Queen’s Own
Rifles, as well as
other battalions
and units of the
Royal Canadian
Artillery and
Royal Canadian
Engineers. Other
named troop con-
centrations de-
ployed by Canada
in 1940-41 in-
cluded ‘Z’ Force to
Iceland, ‘C’ Force
to Hong Kong, and
‘B’ Force to Ber-

Figure 6 Free franking for first class Canadian surface mail used by overseas (Newfoundland) active duty
personnel for mail to Canada, 1941.

Figure 7 Free franking for first class Canadian surface rate used by overseas (England) active
duty personnel for mail to USA  in 1944.
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American forces in the invasion and recapture of the
Aleutian Islands of Kiska and Attu from the Japa-
nese.

Figure 9 shows an example of mail sent to a Cana-
dian civilian working for the US Navy. It was mailed
from Quebec in January 1945. The letter is addressed
in care of the Chief Petty Officer Quarters, USS ABSD
#2, FPO San Francisco. The initials “ABSD” stand
for Advanced Base Sectional Dock. This was the larg-
est piece of floating equipment used during the war,
capable of lifting 90,000 tons and docking any ship
in the Pacific. Any of its sections (a maximum of 10)
could be towed forward separately and be docked by
the others. With the capture of the Marshall Islands
in February 1944, the practice of afloat logistics for
the US Navy came into its own. Service Squadron
10, a medley of floating equipment, including repair
ships, floating dry docks, tenders, provision ships,
ammunition ships, hospital ships, station tankers,
lighters, tugs, floating cranes, distilling ships, survey
ships, cold storage ships, and floating barracks, was
one component.

The second element in mobile logistics during the
war was afloat replenishment, which enabled ships
to remain at sea longer than steam vessels had ever
done before. Mobile logistics was not nearly as es-
sential for ground forces and land-based forces in the

This free franking also apparently applied to surface
mail sent to other countries. Figure 7 shows a letter
with a censor marking of July 1944 indicating its ori-
gin as sent “From H (is) M (ajesty’s) C (andian) Ship”.
The envelope is also canceled with the typical Brit-
ish Post Office “Maritime Mail “ paqueboat mark-
ing, and is addressed to Pennsylvania, USA. The
sender may have been a Royal Canadian Navy (RCN)
corvette crewman, having finished escorting a con-
voy of troops for the newly opened European The-
ater of Operations. In addition, effective August 1943,
the Canadian forces overseas were allowed to use the
US Armed Forces $0.06/ 1/2 oz. rate on mail to the
US. This privilege was also given to several other
groups in the British armed forces.

Consistent with this pattern, Figure 8 illustrates an
envelope from a RCN sailor in July 1942. It is an
airmail envelope, franked $0.06, with a HMCS cen-
sor marking, a civilian postmark of Victoria, British
Columbia and addressed to Nova Scotia. From the
censor marking, it is a logical assumption that the
sender was a member of the Canadian Pacific fleet.
In support of Pacific convoys, Canada had seven cor-
vettes and seven mine sweepers operating from Prince
Rupert and Esquimalt, British Columbia. In 1942, five
RCN ships and units of Canadian Infantry aided

Figure 8 Six cent Canadian domestic airmail rate used from a Royal Canadian Navy ship and mailed from British
Columbia to Nova Scotia in 1942.



14 May 2001    La Posta

Figure 9 This cover was rated 14¢ postage due which resulted from doubling the basic 7¢ airmail rate. It was
addressed to a Canadian civilian working  for the US Navy in 1945.

Pacific as for naval forces, but it was found that, where
sufficient shipping was available, it was preferable
to retain supplies afloat until they were needed ashore.
The illustrated letter was not prepaid, and is marked
as $0.14 postage due. This represents a doubling of
the $0.07 required ($0.06 airmail postage and $0.01
war tax) for the 1st ounce of an airmail letter.

During the war, US troops were assigned to several
projects in Canada. The best known of these was the
Alaska-Canada (ALCAN) highway, from Dawson
Creek, British Columbia, to Fairbanks, Alaska. This
project, which would have seemed impossible in 1940,
was completed in 8 months (March to November
1942). Since these soldiers were on active service
outside the continental United States, they were eli-
gible for the reduced rate airmail. Another project
was the establishment of an air base at Churchill,
Manitoba. It was originally intended to support the
ferrying of US aircraft built in California to England,
via several routes throughout Canada. Due to in-
creased aircraft range, and the decreasing threat of
U-boats in the Atlantic Ocean, the use of the western
Canadian routes was dropped. Later in the war,
Churchill served as a base for air photo mapping. Fig-
ure 10 is a free mail cover from the 50-bed hospital
established at the air base. At this time, in April 1943,
there were approximately 230 servicemen at the base.

This is significantly down from the c.2, 200 person-
nel assigned in September 1942, when the cover in
Figure 11 was mailed. This envelope was from a
member of the 330th Engineers Regiment, one of the
first units to arrive in Churchill in July 1942. As dis-
cussed above, the US serviceman’s reduced airmail
rate was $0.06/ounce. This cover is franked with a
Canadian $0.06 airmail stamp, and the stamp was
canceled with a Churchill obliterator as a censorship
measure. It was censored by an officer at the Churchill
base, and was placed in the mails and postmarked in
Chicago, IL. Outgoing free mail was forwarded to
the Canadian postal district office in Winnipeg, and
then sent to Chicago for placement in the US mail
system. This was allowed because of a 1937-39 re-
ciprocal agreement between the US and 18 other coun-
tries, among them Canada and Newfoundland. This
arrangement permitted items allowed free of postage
in the domestic mails of one of the countries was also
allowed to go through the mail system of the other
countries at no charge. Since US soldiers’ surface mail
was sent free of postage in the US, it was also al-
lowed free in the Canadian mail system. This treaty
did not apply, however, to airmail or other special
services. Since APOs’ 660 & 669 did not open at
Churchill until September 28, 1942, the Canadian mail
system was the only way that American soldiers could
send items by airmail.
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Whitehorse, Yukon Territory. Based on the sender and
the addressee’s name and address, this cover appears
to be from a Canadian civilian working for the US
Army. As discussed above, this class of people had
been eligible to use the APO facilities and reduced

Another interesting example of US APO usage in
Canada is the airmail lozenge envelope appears in
Figure 12. It is franked with a $0.06 Transport, can-
celed in April 1945 at APO 702. This was the head-
quarters of the Northwest Service Command at

Figure 10 US military first class free mail frank on cover from Churchill, Manitoba, to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,
1943.

Figure 11 US military concession airmail rate, Churchill, Manitoba, to Connecticut in September
1942. The sender used Canadian postage because no US stamps were available in the area.
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Figure 12 US military concession airmail rate on cover from White Horse, Yukon Territory, to Edmonton, Alberta,
used by a Canadian civilian employee of the US military.

rates since October 1942. Figure 13 shows a cover
sent between locations of the United States Engineer
Office, (a.k.a. US Army Corps of Engineers) within
Canada. The envelope has a corner card of the War
Department, and a straight-line handstamp “Official
U.S. Government Mail”. Even though it was US mili-
tary-originated, the envelope was stamped with Ca-
nadian postage because it was mailed in Canada to a
Canadian address.

Also illustrated are examples of US service
personnel’s mail with British stamps and APO mark-
ings. The basic surface rate, in effect 1940-1957, from
England to the US was 2 1/2 pence. Figure 14 is an
envelope from a Royal Navy sailor in June 1944.
While there is no return address, the front of the cover
has the typical “From H.M. Ship” tombstone censor
mark, with a manuscript date. The envelope, going to

Figure 13 This cover was franked with 13 cents Canadian postage, which represented 7¢ for the first ounce plus 6¢
for the next ounce. The cover bears a US War Department return address from Vancouver, BC, and the stamps were
cancelled by the Vancouver “blackout” postmark.
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the US, is franked with the appropriate 2½  pence
postage. Figure 15 is a small letter envelope from a
US soldier in a US Army hospital (“Detachment of
Patients”) to London. The use of the British postage
indicates that the soldier was in Great Britain at the
time. The APO 574 postmark listed as in use at
Cardiff, Wales in August 1944 supports this. This let-
ter may have been a thank you note to a hostess for a
hospital furlough or for a gift package. The final cover,
in Figure 16, is also franked with a British 2½  pence
stamp, canceled by
a US Navy four-
bar cancel and ad-
dressed to Great
Britain. The fasci-
nating part is that
the return address
is a Royal Navy
officer serving on
the USS Ancon
(AGC-4) in June
1944. At this time,
the ship was desig-
nated the flagship
of Rear Admiral
JL Hall, com-
mander of Task
Force 124, at
Omaha Beach, for
the Normandy in-
vasion on June 6,

1944. The USS Ancon was also the
headquarters of Major General LT
Gerow, Commanding General, V
Corps. Made up of the 1st, 2nd, and
29th Infantry divisions and the 2nd
Armored Division, the V Corps
was assigned Omaha Beach, in-
cluding the infamous cliffs at
Pointe de Hoc scaled and captured
by the US 2nd Ranger Battalion.
The Ancon had started the war as
a converted troop ship and mer-
chantman, and in 1943 was made
into a communications and head-
quarters ships for amphibious land-
ings. She served in this capacity at
the landings in Sicily, Salerno,
Normandy, Okinawa, and was used
as the press headquarters for radio
broadcasts in Tokyo Bay at the

Japanese surrender signing ceremony.

In summary, the general rule applied was that mail
within a foreign country had to be franked with that
country’s stamps, even if the mail originated and was
actually handled by the US military postal system.

Figure 14 British military usage of civilian 2½ pence surface mail rate from
Royal Navy Ship to USA, 1944.

Figure 15 US military usage of civilian 2½ pence surface mail rate from an Army Post Office in
Wales to London.
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That Mysterious “Tau” Samoa Doane
by Michael Dattolico

On December 2, 1899, the Samoa Islands were di-
vided into two sections. The western part, designated
as Western Samoa, was governed by Germany. The
eastern islands were ceded to the United States and
were referred to as American Samoa. Prior to the par-
tition of the islands, Samoa had been a self-govern-
ing kingdom.

At first, influential Americans in our government felt
that we had gotten the worst of the deal. The western
section of Samoa, with Apia as its capital, was re-
garded by many as being more economically devel-
oped. Some nations, including the United States, had
consulates there.

What the United States actually inherited were two
island groups, the largest being the 54-square mile
island of Tutuila. Its principal port, Pago Pago, had
been the site of a naval station and coal pile since
1872, due to the negotiations and good will between
Commander R. W. Meade, U.S.N., and the Samoan
leader, Mauga. With its excellent harbor and naval
facilities, it later became a hub of American activity
in the south Pacific region. The rest of American Sa-
moa was comprised of the Manu’a Island group lo-
cated several hundred miles east of Tutuila.

After Samoa became an American territory, the is-
lands were visited by U.S. military personnel and ci-
vilians, each group arriving with differing agendas.
Naval officers were interested in improving the deep-
water port of  Pago Pago, with emphasis on fuel stor-
age and docking facilities there. Civilians came to
determine the islands’ economic worth and were anx-
ious to reap a bountiful harvest of tuna and copra.
Missionaries also came to convert Samoan natives to
Christianity. But regardless of their differing missions,
both groups soon had one common need: regular mail
service.

Although the Navy Department established a post
office at Pago Pago on July 20, 1900, the earliest post-
masters of American Samoa Islands were civilians.
It was from the Pago Pago post office that civilians
and sailors from visiting U.S. warships were provided
with comprehensive mail service for many years.

The development of the Manu’a Islands did not
progress as rapidly as Tutuila (Figure 1). From a mili-
tary standpoint, the navy had little interest in the three
islands - Ofu, Olesega and Tau - since they lacked
tactical or strategic value. But Americans eager to
evaluate the economic potential of the three Manua
islands, especially Tau, began to trickle into the

Figure 1. Eastern Samoa islands ceded to the United States in 1899. Note the Manua Island group of
which Tau is the largest island. A 4th-class post  office was established there in the early 1900s.
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Manu’a island group after the 1899 treaty. By 1905,
there were enough Americans on Tau Island to prompt
the U.S. Post Office Department to establish a fourth-
class post office there. Since it was a new post office,
a Doane-type canceler showing a “1” within the 4-
bar trailer was provided to the Tau postmasters. They
and their periods of service are listed below.

Robert Murphy’s comprehensive book about the Pa-
cific islands, A Postal History Cancellation Study of
the U.S. Pacific Islands, first published in 1974,
briefly describes the Tau postmark. His picture of the
Tau marking, shown as figure 2, appears in both edi-
tions of his book. Unfortunately, that illustration has
caused confusion among postal historians. Murphy
describes the Tau canceler as being used from Janu-
ary 25, 1906 through March 22, 1909. He states that
within the cancel’s dial, “....the time appears as a nu-
merical slug on the third line within the CDS with
either an AM or PM imprinted on the fourth line. No
year date appears in the cancel....” This description
has been unchallenged over the years.

The problem involves Murphy’s interpretation of the
single numeral in the dial’s third line. A comparison
of Murphy’s picture of the postmark (Figure 2) with

the postcard’s marking (Figure 3) shows the differ-
ence that today’s postal historians must reconcile.
While both cancels’ letters of the town and island
words, month, day and AM/PM look alike in both
pictures, Murphy asserts that the third line of the can-
cel image in his book indicates the time of day or
night. But the third line shown on the June, 1909 post-
card clearly indicates the year.

That Murphy made no comment about the Figure 3
cancel in his book’s second edition only exacerbates
the identification problem. It also requires an answer
to the lingering question which has confounded col-
lectors and students: Was there only one Tau, Samoa
Doane canceler used in the early years of the new
century, or were there two different devices used at
Tau, Samoa, which featured a different dial?

I own the postcard used as figure 3. When I found it,
I immediately went to Murphy’s book to discover all
I could find out about it. When I compared my card’s
cancel to the one in Murphy’s book, I confess that I
was confused. I started looking elsewhere for answers
to explain this disparity.

To reconcile the differences between the two cancel-
lations, I did what most postal historians would prob-
ably do. First, I read all the information about the
Tau, Samoa post office that I could find. Second, I
consulted with one of our country’s leading experts
on Doane markings. My questions were answered.
Here’s what I learned. First, Murphy’s interpretation
of the “9” shown as figure 2 is erroneous.

How he made such an error is open to speculation. It
is thought that he may have been given only a photo-
copy (Figure 2) which showed a partial postmark.
Murphy may never have actually seem the mailed item
on which the Figure 2 cancellation appeared. He may
have assumed that the Figure 2 picture was the only
Tau postmark to be found, and published it in his book
with that thought.

Table 1

Tau’s Assigned Postmasters

Postmaster Period of Service
Angus Morrison July 1, 1905-June 19, 1909*
William Groves December 2, 1910-April 15, 1914
Frank E. Towle April 16, 1914-April 30, 1915

*(There is no official postmaster listed from June, 1909, to December, 1910.)

Figure 2. Image of the Tau, Samoa postmark used
between 1906 and 1910. This photo appears on page
269 of Robert Murphy’s book on Pacific Islands
philately.
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Little doubt remains about this very elusive Doane
cancellation applied at the Tau, Samoa post office at
the turn of the century. It can be stated with certainty
that only one device was used at Tau from its estab-
lishment in 1905 through at least 1910. The canceler
which applied the marking seen on the Figure 3 post-
card was the only one used. Robert Murphy is not to

be faulted for his misinterpretation, since the pioneer
work he did with the Tau cancel ultimately led to the
truth.

One uncontested truth that Murphy did publish is that
the Tau, Samoa Doane postmark is extremely scarce.
So keep this information handy if you should encoun-
ter the elusive, turn-of-the-century Tau, Samoa can-
cel on card or cover.

Figure 3. Postcard showing the Tau, Samoa Doane postmark which differs from the Figure 2 example
illustrated in Murphy’s book.
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Penalty Card Forms Associated with “Held for
Postage” Matter, 1890s - 1940s

by Henry J. Berthelot

The various Post Office Department (POD) “forms”
printed on penalty cards were used to keep the United
States (US) Mail moving and out of the Dead Letter
Office (DLO). From the late 1880s through the 1940s,
two penalty card forms were designated in the Postal
Laws and Regulations (PL&R)
as being associated with “held
for postage” matter; namely, the
Form 1543 and the Form 3548.
While referred to in the PL&R
as an “official postal card” form
and an “official card” form re-
spectively, the Form 1543 and
the Form 3548 will collectively
be referred to herein by the term
more commonly used today, the
“penalty card form.”

This article will discuss those
two penalty card forms, illustrate
varieties known to the writer and
consider other penalty card
forms that were used by the POD
in conjunction with “held for
postage” matter. The writer em-
phasizes that this article is not a
definitive work on the subject.
Rather it is an interim report on
an on-going study, intended to
whet the interest of other pen-
alty-card collectors who, hope-
fully, will add to the information
herein or change any presump-
tions the writer may have mis-
stated. At the outset, the devel-
opment of the “held for postage”
procedure in handling unpaid or
insufficiently prepaid matter in
the US will be examined.

The Congressional Act of March 3, 1855, effective
the 1st of April of that year, made the prepayment of
postage compulsory on ordinary domestic letters.
However, that Act had no provision for handling un-
paid or insufficiently prepaid mail. The 1855 PL&R
instituted a procedure to fill the void. That procedure

Figure 1  Notice dated 3 January 1857, sent by the Norfolk, Virginia Post-
master, advising the recipient that an unpaid letter to him was detained,
pending receipt of postage, at the Norfolk Post Office.
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directed postmasters receiving unpaid letters to post
up conspicuously in their respective office on the same
day or day following receipt of such letters a list of
same stating that the letters were held up for postage.
And further, that any unpaid letter left unattended,
would be sent to the DLO on a monthly basis. Insuf-
ficiently prepaid letters were forwarded to destina-
tion at the prepaid rate, according to distance and the
additional postage due collected from the addressee
upon delivery of the letter. There was one exception,
when a postmaster opined that the sender’s omission
to pay the correct postage was intentional. In that case,
the letter was to be treated as an unpaid letter.

Sometime in 1856 the procedure changed in regards
to unpaid letters. Under the new procedure, in lieu of
posting a list of unpaid letters, postmasters were in-
structed to send a notice informing the addressee of
the detention of the unpaid letter and requesting the
proper postage that would allow the letter to be for-
warded (figure 1). Postal officials subsequently found
this policy to be expensive and very laborious.

In late 1860, the procedure of sending notices of un-
paid letters was abandoned. Postmasters then were
instructed to send unpaid letters received in their of-
fice to the DLO. As was noted in the 1860 Annual
Report of the Postmaster General,

This appropriate disposition of [unpaid letters] will, it
is believed, be promptly followed by a general compli-
ance with [compulsory prepayment of postage] law.

Wishful thinking by the Postmaster General!

It was not until the Act of March 3, 1863 that the
unpaid-letter problem was addressed by Congress. In
that Act, Congress authorized the Postmaster Gen-
eral to provide uniform regulations to handle unpaid
letters that continued to be deposited in the US do-
mestic Mail. Pursuant to that authority, the 1863
PL&R directed postmasters to forward unpaid letters,
charging them with double rates of postage, to be col-
lected from the addressee upon delivery of the letter.
That PL&R also stated that the former practice of
notice to the addressee was abolished. Insufficiently
prepaid letters continued to be forwarded to the ad-
dressee and the additional postage collected upon
delivery.

The next three PL&R, namely those of 1866, 1873
and 1879 contained a description of “held for post-
age” letters/matter. Those descriptions were as fol-
lows:

1866 PL&R, Section 360 – “Letters . . . upon which
one full rate of postage has not been prepaid . . . are
designated as HELD FOR POSTAGE . . . .”

1873 PL&R, Section 414 – “Held-for-postage letters
are those upon which less than one full rate of post-
age has been prepaid . . . .”

1879 PL&R, Section 432 – “Held-for-postage . . . that
matter which is insufficiently prepaid to entitle it to
be forwarded in the mails.”

Under procedures noted in the 1866 and 1873 PL&R,
held for postage letters were returned to the DLO for
disposition. The 1879 PL&R, however, stated a
change in procedure. Section 439 of that PL&R pro-
vided:

When held-for-postage matter which cannot be returned
to the persons mailing the same . . . is addressed to a per-
son residing within the delivery of the post-office where
mailed, [that person] shall be notified of its detention . . .
and upon the payment of the amount of postage due, the
necessary stamps will be affixed and cancelled, and the
matter delivered [to that person] . . . .

At this moment in time, there were four categories of
US domestic mail matter:

• First-Class mail, which dated from the formation
of the POD in 1792;

• Second-Class and Third-Class mail, which were
established by the Act of March 3, 1863; and

• Fourth-Class mail, which was established by the
Act of March 3, 1879.

All four classes of mail were subject to being held
for postage: First-Class mail if unpaid or insufficiently
prepaid at less than one full rate; Second- and Third-
Class mail of value and not fully prepaid; and Fourth-
Class mail, if mailable and insufficiently prepaid.

Penalty card Form 1543
In 1887 PL&R introduced the penalty card Form 1543
and provided how it was to be used in association
with held for postage matter. If an unpaid item or item
paid at less than one full rate had a return address or
if the sender were known, the item was returned for
proper postage. If such an item did not have a return
address and the sender was not known, the 1887 PL&R
instructed in Section 525 that:

“on receipt [the item was to be] indorsed HELD FOR
POSTAGE, the addressee notified by next mail by an offi-
cial postal card (Form 1543) . . . of the detention and
amount of postage required, and requested to remit the
same. [The item] should then be held awaiting reply . . . If
. . . the required postage [were] received from the addressee
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detained the item. The succeeding figures will show
both sides of the penalty card form; the address side
will be the upper illustration and the message side
will be the lower illustration.

The penalty card form in figure 2, postmarked 13
January 1893, was headed simply “(No. 1543.)” Note
that the card, printed on buff stock, had the number
“5-2202” on the lower left-hand side of the address
side and on the lower right-hand side of the message
side. Printed for use at any US post office, this pen-
alty card form specified on the message side that a
“letter” was being held for postage. In this instance, a
clerk lined through the word “letter,” and wrote the
word “merchandise” above it.

the required amount of stamps will be affixed to the [item]
so as to cover a portion of the words HELD FOR POST-
AGE and the [item] dispatched.”

Similar to a postal card, the penalty card Form 1543
had two sides: an address side (the side which had
the requirements for transmitting penalty mail – the
office of mailing, the words “Official Business” and
the penalty clause); and a message side (the side with
the held for postage notice). The blank spaces on the
address side of the card were for the name and postal
address of the recipient, while the blank spaces on
the message side were to advise the addressee how
much postage was owed and where that postage was
to be sent. Those blank spaces were completed by
hand, by an official at the particular post office that

Figure 2  Printed for use at any US post office, this particular penalty card Form 1543 was used at the
Grand Rapids, Michigan Post Office on 13 January 1893.
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Compare the penalty card forms in the two preceding
paragraphs with another penalty card form that was
printed especially for use at the St. Louis, Missouri
Post Office (figure 4). The printing differences on the
address side of those cards and on the address side of
this card are readily apparent. On the message side,
this penalty card form had the number “5-380” in the
lower right-hand corner. Too, this penalty card form
specified that a “package of MERCHANDISE” was
being held for postage.

A variety of this penalty card form, printed on cream
stock, was mailed on the 29th of May 1893 (figure
3). The address side of this card showed slight print-
ing differences from those on the previous card [the
style of the letter “e” in the word “Office,” the style
of the lines above and below the words “OFFICIAL
BUSINESS” and the style of the lines for the address].
In addition, this card was not numbered, and the no-
tice on the message side did not specify how long the
insufficiently prepaid letter would be held pending a
reply, as did the notice on the message side of the
card in figure 2.

Figure 3  Another variety of the penalty card Form 1543 printed for use at any US post office. This
particular penalty card form was mailed at Covert, New York, on 29 May 1893.
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The 1893 PL&R, Section 480, and the 1902 PL&R,
Section 571, repeated in practically the same language
the procedure above quoted from the 1887 PL&R.

Still another variety of the penalty card Form 1543 is
seen in Figure 6. Posted in St. Louis, Missouri on 25
September 1904, this card, printed on orange-colored
stock, was headed “Form 1543.” The message side
format was totally different from those seen on the
previously illustrated cards. And while the message
side format on this card basically is similar to that on
the card in figure 5, the printing style is different.

Another variety of the penalty card form had word-
ing that allowed the held for postage notice to be used
with any of the four mail classes (figure 5). While
this penalty card form had the number “5-2202” in
the lower left-hand corner of the address side and in
the lower right-hand corner of the message side, the
message side notice included all classes of mail mat-
ter – {LETTER / PAPER / PACKAGE}. In this in-
stance, a postal clerk at Rockford, Illinois, obliter-
ated the two classes that were not applicable prior to
mailing the penalty card form on 8 October 1894. The
writer has seen this card variety printed on both cream
and buff stock.

Figure 4  Penalty card Form 1543 printed specifically for use at the St. Louis, Missouri Post Office.
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Figure 5  Another variety of the penalty card Form 1543, printed for use at any US post office. This
particular card was posted in Rockford, Illinois on 8 October 1894.
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Figure 6  Another variety of penalty card Form 1543. This card, sent by the St. Louis, Missouri Post Office
on 25 September 1904, was printed on orange-colored stock.

Penalty card Form 3548
The penalty card Form 3548 was introduced in the
1913 PL&R, which provided that unpaid or insuffi-
ciently prepaid First-Class mail matter with the
sender’s address was to be returned to sender for the
required postage. If there were no return address, the
matter under 545 of the 1913 PL&R:

[was to] be indorsed HELD FOR POSTAGE and the
addressee notified by next mail, by an official card (Form
3548), or otherwise, of such detention.

The penalty card Form 3548, like its predecessor, was
composed of an address side and a message side. The
format on both the address and the message sides of
penalty card Form 3548 was different from the for-
mats on penalty card Form 1543.

Although penalty card Form 3548 was first mentioned
in 1913, a penalty card form with the numerical des-
ignation “3548” had been in use by the POD since at
least the late 1890s (Figure 7). Designated as “FORM
No. 3548,” that penalty card form was used in con-
junction with the redirection (forwarding) of Second,
Third- and Fourth-Class matter. The penalty card form
illustrated was mailed from the Post Office at Darien,
Connecticut on 21 October 1898.
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Figure 7  Although the 1913 PL&R introduced penalty card Form 3548 for use with held-for-postage
matter, the penalty card Form No. 3548 was utilized prior in conjunction with the redirection (forwarding)
of mail matter. This card was mailed in Darien, Connecticut on 21 October 1899.
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Figure 8  Printed on grayish stock, this penalty card Form 3548 was mailed from the Brooklyn, New
York Post Office on 25 May 1911.

Use of the penalty card Form 3548, NOTICE OF
MAIL HELD FOR POSTAGE, began prior to 1913.
Printed on grayish stock, the penalty card form in fig-
ure 8, designated “Form 3548,” was posted in Brook-
lyn, New York on 22 May 1911.

A variety of this penalty card is seen in figure 9. On
this particular card, sent by the Cicero, Illinois Post
Office on 22 March 1913, the form’s designation –
the “Form 3548 A.” – was noted in the lower left-
hand corner of the message side. The message-side
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Figure 9  Printed on cream stock, this penalty card “Form 3548 A” gave notice of parcel post
matter being held for postage. This penalty card form was dated 22 March 1913.

notice related to a “parcel of FOURTH-CLASS MAT-
TER” being held for postage. The writer points out
that as of 1 January 1913, the Fourth-Class mail cat-
egory was renamed “Parcel Post.” Printed on cream

stock, this penalty card form had the number “c
56087” printed in the lower left-hand corner on the
address side and the lower right-hand corner on the
message side.
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The penalty card form shown in figure 10 was used
by the Tampa, Florida Post Office in April of 1924 to
give notice to the addressee of mail being held for
postage. Here, the form designation – “Form 3548” –
was in the upper left-hand corner of the message side.
On this card, the number “c 5—7980” appeared in
the lower left-hand corner on the address side and in
the lower right-hand corner on the message side. This
particular penalty card form was printed to handle

any class of mail. The postal clerk had only to mark
the appropriate box on the message side to designate
what category of mail matter was being held for post-
age. Note too that addressee was directed in the up-
per left hand corner of the message side, between two
parallel lines, to CUT ON LINES AND / INSERT
STAMP. This penalty card was printed on dark buff
stock.

Figure 10  Printed on dark buff stock, this penalty card Form 3548 was used on 17 April 1924, by
the Tampa, Florida Post Office.
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The US First-Class domestic letter rate increased
from two cents to three cents effective 6 July 1932.
The next three cards shown were used after that
rate increase. Note the last line on the message side
of the cards in Figures 11 and 12, and the
penultimate line on the message side of the card in
Figure 13 were printed to reflect the new rate.

The penalty card Form 3548 in figure 11 was mailed
at Fort Bragg, North Carolina on 1 September 1939.
This particular penalty card form, printed on a light
buff stock, had the number “c 5—7980” in the lower
left-hand corner on the address side. That same num-
ber appeared in the lower right-hand corner on the
message side; however, the number was preceded by
the letters “GPO.” This meant that the card was
printed at the Government Printing Office. Note the

Figure 11  Sent by the Post Office at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, this penalty card Form 3548 was
mailed on 1 September 1939.
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heading of the notice on the message side was changed
to read NOTICE TO ADDRESSEE OF MAIL HELD
FOR POSTAGE.

Another variety of the penalty card Form 3548 is seen
in Figure 12. Printed by the GPO for use at any post
office, the illustrated card was noted under the form
designation as “(Rev. 4-45)” – meaning revised in
April of 1945. This penalty card, mailed from Brook-

lyn, New York’s Vanderveer Station on 14 January
1947, had the number “c16—14742-2” printed in the
lower right hand corner on the message side. In the
notice on this particular form, addressees were di-
rected DO NOT PASTE STAMPS / TO THIS CARD.
That phrase was in the upper right hand corner on the
message side, and at the bottom of the notice was the
added sentence, “THIS CARD MUST BE RE-
TURNED IN ORDER TO OBTAIN THIS MAIL.”

Figure 12  Revised in April of 1945, this penalty card form 3548 was mailed at Brooklyn, New
York’s Vanderveer Station on 14 January 1947.
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Figure 13 illustrates a penalty card Form 3548 posted
in Brooklyn, New York on 18 February 1947. The
format on the address and message side of this card

was identical to the address and message side format
of the card seen in figure 11. This card, however, was
printed on grayish stock.

Figure 13  This penalty card Form 3548, on grayish stock, was used at Brooklyn, New York’s
Vanderveer Station on 18 February 1947.
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Other penalty card forms
The Philadelphia, Pennsylvania Post Office used a
penalty card Form 804 in 1901 to notify addressees
of held for postage matter (figure 14). Printed on buff
stock, the illustrated penalty card form was mailed
on 22 August 1901.

Figure 14  A penalty card Form 804 printed for the Philadelphia, Pennsylvania Post Office. Used in
August of 1901, the message-side notice on this penalty card form was basically similar to the message-
side notice on the penalty card Form 1543 in Figure 5.
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At the New York City Post Office, an unnumbered
form was utilized to inform addressees of detained
matter (figure 15). The address side of this penalty
card form had a statement in bold print that denoted
the card as a “HELD FOR / POSTAGE NOTICE.”
Printed specifically for the New York Post Office,
this particular form notified addressee that a “private
mailing” or “post” card was detained because post-
age had not been affixed. The form was mailed on 2
March 1909.

Ending
A new procedure and a new penalty card form were
introduced in the early 1950s. By this time, the PL&R
had given way to the Postal Bulletin and the Post
Office Manual. Study of this newer penalty card form
– the Form 3540-A – will be left for another day.

Figure 15  An unnumbered penalty card form used on 2 March 1909 to give notice of held for postage
matter. This particular form was used to inform the addressee of an unpaid post card being detained at
the New York Post Office.
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Part VI

By Carl L. Stieg

Postal Markings of Washington, DC Stations

Alpha Designator  Stations
Station A was a conversion from Georgetown Post Office or Georgetown Station as time day clarify. (See also
Georgetown Station.) It was re-designated Georgetown Station 1 November 1916.

Dates of Usage Description of Dial Killer Description

10/22/94 - 11/27/94 25 ½ mm, GEORGETOWN STA. A/WASH. D.C.; A in circle within
M-D/T, Y outside dial barrel ellipse

5/3/95 - 12/23/96 25 mm, STATION A/WASH. D.C.; As above
M-D/T, Y outside dial

3/23/97 - 3/31/99 24 ½ mm, STATION, A./WASH. D.C.; As above
M-D/T, Y outside dial. Smaller letters than above.

6/24/99 26 mm, WASHINGTON, D.C./STA. A; 1 in circle within
M-D/T, Y outside dial barrel ellipse

6/13/05 - 6/24/08 22 ½ mm, WASHINGTON/D.C.; Flag with STATION/
M-D/T/Y split —A—; 1 at second

line from bottom
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Receiver

Dates of Usage Description of Dial Killer Description

10/5/95 26 ½ mm, STA. A WASHINGTON, D.C./REC’D; NONE
M-D/T/Y

6/3/99 28 ½ mm, WASHINGTON, D.C. STA. A/REC’D; NONE
M-D/T/Y

5/11/06 29 ½ mm, WASHINGTON, D.C. REC’D/STA A; NONE
M-D/T/Y

Registered

4/30/09 - 7/6/09 29 mm, double circle, STA. A, WASHINGTON, 29 ½ mm double
D.C./REGISTERED.; M/D/Y oval; WASHINGTON/D.C.

Station B  was established as East Capitol Station on 26 September 1881 or as a conversion from East Capitol
Station on 1 March 1895 as time will clarify. (See also East Capitol Station.) Station B was discontinued 5
September 1916.

Dates of Usage Description of Dial Killer Description

6/6/95 25 mm, STATION B.WASH./D.C.; 1 in circle within
M-D/T, Y outside dial barrel ellipse

3/1/98 - 7/8/99 As above, except 25 ½ mm and larger letters As above
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Dates of Usage Description of Dial Killer Description

3/6/95 - 11/18/97 25 mm, STATION B./WASH.D.C.; B in rectangle in
M-D/T, Y outside dial barred ellipse.

4/27/96 22 mm, WASHINGTON.D.C. STA.B./YEAR Flag with 13 stars
M-D/T in five vertical rows.

Halyard loose on pole.

1896 22 ½ mm, as above, without M,D or T As above, except 12 stars in
(Third class) oval and one in center.

2/16/97 - 3/15/98 As above, M-D/T As above, except no halyard
on pole.
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Dates of Usage Description of Dial Killer Description

7/17/01 -12/28/05 21 ½ mm, WASHINGTON/D.C., Flag with STATION/—B—. Hal
M-D/T/Y split yard line free. Field 26 mm wide.

10/20/05 As above, except 22 ½ mm diameter As above, except halyard attached
to pole. Field 27 ½ mm wide.

5/12/06 - 4/17/10 As above, except diameter 23 mm. As above, except halyard not
attached.

6/9/06 25 ½ mm, WASH, D.C./STA.B; 1 in circle within barrel ellipse.
M-D/T, Y outside dial

4/6/10 - 12/31/10 25 ½ mm, WASHINGTON, D.C./STA.B; 2 in circle within barrel ellipse.
M-D/T, Y outside dial

Registered

12/12/95 - 12/23/95 29 mm, double circle; STA. B. double oval WASHINGTON/
WASHINGTON, D.C./REG; M/D/Y D.C.; REG

Receivers

5/1/96 21 ½ mm WASHINGTON, D.C. STA B/YEAR; NONE
M-D/T  Apparently same dial used with flags;
used as receiver without a killer.

6/13/96 - 1/6/99 27 mm, STATION B. WASH. D.C./REC’D.; NONE
M-D/T/Y

6/19/02 29 ½ mm, WASHINGTON, D.C. REC’D./STA B NONE

12/9/01 - 10/1/03 22 MM, WASHINGTON/D.C.; 24 ½ x 18 ½ mm oval with
M-D/T/split year STATION/B/RECEIVED

7/22/05 23 mm, WASHINGTON/D.C.; 7 wavy lines with
M-D/T/split Y STATION/B/RECEIVED

1/30/06 - 4/14/06 As above, HIN closer together As above, B
D&C closer together slightly slanted
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Station C was established 1884 from the Fifteenth St. Station and was converted to New York Avenue Station
on 1 November 1916.

Dates of Usage Description of Dial Killer Description

11/17/87 - 8/8/88 24 mm, WASHINGTON, D.C./C; C in circle in pointed barrel
M-D/T/ Y outside dial ellipse

3/14/91 As above, but small C As above, but more
rounded ellipse

5/16/90 - 4/7/91 25 ½ mm, WASHINGTON, D.C./C; C in circle in rounded
M-D/T/Y outside dial; C letter barrel ellipse
and WASHINGTON
letters larger than above.

5/11/92 - 4/4/94 As above, but 26 ½ mm As above, smaller C

9/24/92 22 ½ mm, WASHINGTON, D.C./C; 4 horizontal bars with
(exper) M-D/T two digit year date

1/30/94 - 4/18/96 25 mm, WASHINGTON, D.C./C; C in circle in rounded
M-D/T, Y outside dial. barrel ellipse
Smaller than above

12/8/97 - 1/18/99 25 ½ mm, WASHINGTON, D.C./STA.C; 1 in circle within rounded
M-D/T, Y outside dial barrel ellipse

12/29/06 - 8/29/08 24 ½ mm, WASHINGTON, D.C./STA.C 2 in circle within rounded
M-D/T, Y outside dial. C slightly barrel ellipse
larger than above.
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Dates of Usage Description of Dial Killer Description

7/6/10 24 ½ mm, WASHINGTON, D.C./STA.C; C in circle within rounded
M-D/T, Y outside dial. barrel ellipse
All lettering smaller than above.

7/22/03 - 9/1/08 22 ½ mm, WASHINGTON/D.C.; Flag with STATION/-C-
M-D/T/split year

3/29/09 As above, but letters slightly smaller SAME
and D & C closer together

??? As above, but without day or time (third class) SAME

10/20/10 22 ½ mm, WASHINGTON, D.C./… …; 7 horizontal lines with
M-D/T/Y STATION C in 4th line
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Registered

Dates of Usage Description of Dial Killer Description

1/21/92 4 horizontal lines: WASHINGTON, D.C./ Black 31 mm double oval;
REGISTERED/date/ STATION C; sans WASHINGTON/REG/

D.C. serif letters in violet.

8/5/95 - 10/18/95 5 horizontal lines: REGISTERED/date/ SAME
WASHINGTON, D.C./Station C/ No…..
Serif letters in red, “S” over “N”.

8/5/97 - 10/19/97 As above, except comma after REGISTERED, SAME
“S” over “O”.

1/20/1900 As 1895, except sans serif letters SAME

1/27/02 29 ½ mm, double circle, REGISTERED/Sta. C, Same, except finer letters.
Washington, D.C.; M/D/Y. In violet.

1/10/05 29 ½ mm, double circle: STA. C, WASHINGTON, SAME
D.C./REGISTERED; M/D/Y; sans serif violet

5/3/09 30 ½ mm, double circle; as above, except Smaller oval, and
larger letters and in red. no REG
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Station D was established 1 September 1882 at 14th & Concoran NW as a limited service station; it was
converted to Sub-station 1 on 1 march 1895. A new full service Station D was established from the limited
service Southwest Station at 714-16 4 ½ St. SW on 1 March 1895; it was discontinued 30 November 1910.

Dates of Usage Description of Dial Killer Description

8/2/95 - 10/18/97 25 ½ mm, STATION D. WASH./D.C.; Square inside barrel
M-D/T, Y outside dial ellipse

1/31/96 - 5/11/97 25 mm, STATION D, WASH/D.C.; STATION/D inside
M-D/T, Y outside dial, letters rectangle across center
smaller than above of barred ellipse

6/9/00 23 mm, WASHINGTON./D.C.; M-D/T/Y 25 mm upright D between 3rd and
4th of  7 vertical line Barr-Fyke
machine cancel

1/10/00 24 ½ mm, WASHINGTON, D.C./STA.D; D inside circle within
M-D/T, Y outside dial barrel ellipse

2/11/01 25 ½ mm, STATION D. WASH./D.C.; Rectangle within
M-D/T, Y outside dial barred ellipse

10/8/02 22 ½ mm, WASHINGTON, D.C./STA. D.; Five dashed horizontal lines
M-D/T/Y (Doremus machine)

5/23/03 - 7/25/05 25 mm, WASHINGTON, D.C./YEAR; STATION D 4 horizontal lines;
M-D/T (Doremus machine) 7 vert lines at R

1/10/06 26 ½ mm, WASHINGTON, D.C./ STA. D; D in circle within barrel ellipse,
M-D/T/Year outside of dial 3 bars above and below

4/3/06 23 mm, WASHINGTON, D.C.; Flag with STATION/
M-D/T/split Y -D- and 7 wavy lines

1/10/06 26 ½  mm, WASHINGTON, D.C./STA. D; D in circle within barrel ellipse
M-D/T, Y outside dial, serif D

3/3/08 25 ½ mm, WASHINGTON, D.C./ STA D; D in circle within barrel ellipse
M-D/T, Y outside dial, sans serif D

3/2/09 As, 4/3/06, except D&C further apart As 4/3/06
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Special Delivery

Dates of Usage Description of Dial Killer Description

1/10/06 In three horizontal lines: STATION D/ Accompanied by: (in 3 lines)
WASHINGTON, D.C./No. . . . . . ; in violet IMPORTANT/Receiver

should sign and/enter time
of delivery
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Registered

Dates of Usage Description of Dial Killer Description

12/29/97 42 x 26 mm 5 lines within rectangle: REGISTERED/;       30 x 25 double oval
M-D/Station D./ WASHINGTON, D.C./ WASHINGTON/REG
No. _______

Receivers

1/4/00 28 mm, WASHINGTON, D.C. REC’D./STA D; NONE
M-D/T/Y

7/3/04 23 mm, WASHINGTON, D.C./YEAR; STATION D/RECEIVED
M-D/T (Doremus Machine) within 3 horizontal lines

5/26/05 - 7/25/05 As above, except letters slightly SAME, except middle line
smaller and WASHINGTON shorter. Short & vertical line at right

TO BE CONTINUED
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By Dennis Pack

We are creatures of habit. When we go to the post
office to buy a book of stamps, and the clerk asks,
“For letters or post cards,” we answer, “letters” with-
out giving much thought to it. We usually don’t think
in terms of one letter, so an increase in the first-class
letter postage rate can be confusing. This hasn’t been
helped in the past by previous rate increases that were
met with stamps bearing a letter of the alphabet or
“make-up rate”, rather than an amount. To make it
worse, we seldom run out of stamps the day before
the rate changes, so we are left to combine stamps to
reach the right amount to pay the postage.

The recent increase in first-class letter rate from 33-
cents to 34-cents was a little different. We were spared
the challenge of knowing which alphabet stamp is
correct because the new transition stamps read “first-
class rate,” and the make-up stamps for use with 33-
stamps are clearly marked “one-cent”. This rate tran-
sition should be a breeze. All we have to do is make
sure the total value of the stamps we use is at least
34-cents.

I thought it would be interesting to see what enve-
lopes received by one office at Winona State Univer-
sity, where I work, said about how smoothly the tran-

sition went. I inspected the envelopes dated
for a month after the rate changed. For the
most part, the envelopes indicate the transi-
tion did go smoothly. Most people paid the
correct postage by buying the new stamps
or by piecing together stamps to pay at least
34-cents. This article presents representative
examples on how the new postage rate was
paid, including a few that show creative or
unusual approaches. After all, the exceptions
are often more interesting that the rule. All
of the postmarks are dated between January
7 and February 8, 2001. Only the postmarks
are shown to save space and to protect the
innocent.

Postmarks dated January 8 seem to demon-
strate the transition would be smooth. Fig-
ure 1 shows a first-class rate stamp used
properly along with one -cent stamps added

to a 33-cent stamps.

Soon it appears that the value of the first-class rate
stamp might not be fully understood. In figure 2, one-
cent stamps have been used with two different first-

The 33 cent to 34 cent
First Class Rate

Transition

Figure 1

Figure 2
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class rate stamps, and another first class rate stamp
has been added to a 33-cent stamp, both overpaying
the postage.

Figure 3 shows a variety of combinations of 33-cent
and one-cent stamps, even make-up stamps from the
previous rate change, used correctly.

Those people with stamps of different denominations
had to be a little more creative. Figure 4 shows a va-
riety of older stamps in combinations that total 34-
cents.

A few appeared desperate (figure 5). They knew a
33-cent stamp wasn’t enough, so they added what-
ever they had. One overpays by 22-cents, another by
32-cents.

Did anyone underpay?  Figure 6 shows three who
got away with it: a couple of lone 33-stamps and a
32-cent stamp with single one-cent stamp to a total
of 33-cents.

Not everyone was this lucky. Figure 7 shows two with
postage due collected. One bears a single one-cent
make-up stamp, the other a one-cent make-up stamp
and a one-cent stamp.

Figure 4

Figure 3

Figure 5
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without additional postage, which is correct, and one
used with an additional one-cent stamp. When these
stamps were first sold, eight-cents went for cancer
research. With two rate increases, six cents goes for
research for those purchased now.

What about the Breast Cancer semi-postal stamps that
read “first-class”?  They cost 40-cents each, with the
amount over the amount needed to pay the postage
helping pay for cancer research. Figure 8 shows one

Figure 6

Figure 7

Figure 8

Only one envelope paid for a double-weight enve-
lope. Figure 9 shows a 55-cent stamp. The rate for
additional ounces of first-class mail was reduced from
22-cents to 21-cents, so 55-cents is still correct for a
letter weighting 1-2 ounces.

Figure 9

Finally, my favorite is illustrated in figure 10. A 33-
cent stamp is used with a penny taped on top of it.
The entire thing passed through the canceling ma-
chine. Killer bars are visible on the tape holding the
penny. Where there’s a will, there’s a way.

Figure 10



52 May 2001    La Posta

While changes in postage rates can be confusing,
clearly most of us figure efficient ways to meet the
new rates. Certainly, the move away from alphabet
letter stamps helped, but I wonder one thing: with

another rate being discussed for next year, what will
happen to the new first-class rate stamps issued this
year? Will they still pay the basic rate or will we have
to add a penny stamp? If so, how will the denomina-
tion be expressed on the new, new stamps.

Carroll County, Kentucky  Scale 1:250,000

~1nvllle 
Stuling 
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The Post Offices of Carroll County, Kentucky
by Robert M. Rennick

Carroll County, Kentucky’s eighty-seventh, was
organized by legislative act on February 9,
1838. It was taken mainly from the western

part of Gallatin County and smaller sections of
Trimble and Henry Counties. It achieved its present
130 square mile area upon gaining another small sec-
tion of Gallatin, the so-called “Sanders Cut-Off”, on
February 5, 1872.

The county was named for Charles Carroll of
Carrollton, Maryland (1737-1832), the last surviving
signer of the U.S. Declaration of Independence. The
story is told that Carroll, in signing this document,
gave his Maryland address so that if caught by the
British he would not be confused with another Charles
Carroll of Massachusetts and would thus save the
British the trouble of hanging both of them for his
patriotism. Actually, according to the Dictionary of
American Biography, he had added “of Carrollton”
to his signature at least ten years earlier to distinguish
himself from other members of his own family.

Carroll County is drained by the Ohio River, its
twenty-mile-long northern border, and several key
tributaries, including the Kentucky and Little Ken-
tucky Rivers. Other Ohio branches – McCools Creek
and Locust Creek – and the Kentucky River branches
of Mill Creek and Eagle Creek figured significantly
in Carroll County history and gave their names to
several of her communities and post offices.

Though Carroll’s economy, like its neighbors’, has
been primarily agricultural, it has begun to industri-
alize. Some current industries include North Ameri-
can Stainless, Kentucky Ladder, Dow Corning,
Teledyne, and Atochem. The 1990 Census counted
some 9,300 residents.

Nine of the county’s twenty post offices were estab-
lished while Carroll was still a part of Gallatin. These
include the six that were in the “Sanders Cut-Off.”

Carrollton, the seat and the county’s largest town,
with a 1990 population of 3,700, is a fourth class city
on the Ohio River, just above the mouth of the Ken-
tucky. It is midway between downtown Louisville and
Covington, via US 42. By road miles from its post
office most of the other county post offices discussed
below will be located.

The town was laid off in 1792 by Benjamin Craig
and James Hawkins on part of 613 acres they had
acquired from Col. William Peachy’s 2,000 acre
French and Indian War grant. It was chartered on
December 13, 1794 as Port William, but historians
cannot agree on its name source. It has traditionally
been attributed to William Porter who is supposed to
have arrived in this vicinity in the 1790s from
Somerset County, Maryland with his parents, John
and Elizabeth. He is said to have bought up consider-
able local land and become prominent in the
community’s early affairs. Mary Ann Gentry, among
others, has questioned this1, finding no records of
William or his family having lived here before 1818.
Several other Williams were early associated with this
area (including Col. Peachy), and one (or more) of
them could have been the name source.2

In any event, Port William was aptly named, for
within a short time its strategic location had led to its
becoming an important transfer point for Kentucky
River trade. It became Gallatin County’s first seat in
1798 and the site of its first post office in late 1806,
with Robert Plummer, one of its early port inspec-
tors, as its first postmaster. When Carroll County was
formed in 1838 Port William became its seat, and both
town and post office were renamed Carrollton for
the Maryland home of Charles Carroll, the county’s
name source.3 By the end of the nineteenth century,
Carrollton had also begun to distinguish itself as an
industrial city with distilleries, woolen mills, a furni-
ture factory, and one of the state’s leading looseleaf
tobacco markets.

Shortly after 1800 Nathaniel Sanders of Spottsylvania
County, Virginia (1741-1827) bought his family to a
site at or near the mouth of Lick Creek, a branch of
Eagle Creek, some ten miles east of the Kentucky
River. Here he built a grist mill which he and mem-
bers of his family operated for many years. The settle-
ment that grew up around it was first served by the
Sanders Mill post office which Sanders (more likely
his son, Nathaniel, Jr.) operated for awhile after Sep-
tember 30, 1816.

From July 9, 1832 through December 1835 this area,
by then called Sanders Old Mill, was served by the
Eagle Creek post office whose only postmaster,
George Washington Sanders, was another son of
Nathaniel’s. Yet another Sanders, Robert, then oper-
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On August 5, 1879 Ralston’s Bramlette officially
became Liberty Station. But for at least five years
the local community had also been called Sanders
for George Washington Sanders (ne 1798), the local
miller. In April 1864 the post office too became Sand-
ers.

By 1900 this community had not only become an
important shipping point but also a summer resort
tapping the nearby Blue Lick and Lithia Springs. To-
day, the station, stockyards, warehouses, and two re-
sort hotels are gone. But the sixth class city of Sand-
ers, centered at the junction of Ky 36 and 47, sixteen
miles east-southeast of Carrollton, still has its post
office, and several stores continue to serve 230 resi-
dents and a number of farm families in two counties.

By the spring of 1894 the original Bramlette post
office site, where Lick Creek crosses the present
Gallatin County line, and just south of I-71, had a
couple of stores, a sawmill, and a carriage shop. An-
other post office to be called Shaler was applied for.
(Bramblett [sic] was then in use in Nicholas County.)
However, from June 23, 1894 through June 1903, it
operated as Carson. Storekeeper Dale Owen Will-
iams and Benjamin F. Smith were its only postmas-
ters. Its name source is not known.

The sixth class city of Ghent [djehnt] lies in the Ohio
bottom, directly across the river from Vevay, Indi-
ana, and 7 ½ miles above Carrollton. This site was
first settled just before the turn of the eighteenth cen-
tury by some members of the Rev. Lewis Craig’s Trav-
eling Church. Among these was a man named McCool
whose name was given to nearby McCool’s Creek,
and the community was first known as the McCool’s
Creek Settlement.

Another early settler was John Sanders, brother to
Nathaniel (above). John’s son, Samuel (ne 1755),
opened a tavern in the bottom and, on his father’s
death in 1805, inherited his land. Shortly thereafter
he laid out the town from Preacher John Scott’s sur-
vey. Seeking a more appropriate name for his town,
Samuel, by then also the local magistrate, sought help
from his friend Henry Clay who is said to have sug-
gested the name of the Belgian city in which he had
recently participated in the negotiation of the treaty
ending the War of 1812.7 Ghent was applied to the
local post office established on June 7, 1816, with
Luke Oboussier, postmaster, and to the town when it
was chartered in January 1824. The office’s indepen-

ated the post office as Big Lick from April 21, 1836
till December 1837. This referred to a salt lick on the
buffalo trace, extending from the mouth of the Lick-
ing River to Drennons Springs, that had undoubtedly
influenced the Sanders’ settlement there.

Some years later this vicinity came to be called
Rislerville for John (or William) Risler, the local store-
keeper. In January 1867 the Louisville Cincinnati and
Lexington (Shortline, and later L&N) Railroad was
built through the Eagle Creek valley and established
a station at Rislerville that local people may have
called Dixie.4 However, as it would be the shipping
point for the farmers and stockmen of the area around
New Liberty, 4 ½ miles south (in Owen County), it
would become known as Liberty Station.

The post office that came to serve the new Liberty
Station and its community was Bramlette which
William T. Carlisle established on November 9, 1865
at a site two miles up Lick Creek from the station.
However, by the end of 1869, this post office, still as
Bramlette, may have been moved to the station by
John T. Ralston who had just become postmaster. In
his Site Location Report of January 14, 1870, he men-
tions that his post office was serving Liberty Station
in the village of that name and (most curiously) that
it was only twenty steps west of another post office
called Dudley that was also serving that village.

According to other postal records, there indeed was a
Dudley post office at this location that was established
on October 21, 1869, half a mile north of Eagle Creek
and two miles south of the Bramlette post office. It
closed in August 1870 with George W. Rosell, its only
postmaster.

Bramlette may have been named for Kentucky’s
popular Civil War governor, Thomas Elliott Bramlette
(1817-1875). But the source of Dudley is not known.
No such families are reported in county censuses,
death or marriage records.5

It must be borne in mind that until February 1872 the
area at the mouth of Lick Creek, as well as the first
site of the Bramlette post office, were in Gallatin
County. Their becoming a part of Carroll County is
attributed to a Gallatin County judge’s decision to
not help pay the cost of a bridge over Eagle Creek
here. Carroll County assumed the entire cost of its
construction on condition that Gallatin cede to them
the area around Liberty Station. This they did.
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Lock Number One, four miles up the Kentucky River,
had its own post office, in this name, between Febru-
ary 3, 1845 and mid-April of the following year.
Alexander H. Lothrop alone served as postmaster. The
lock and dam, still visible at the southern tip of the
General Butler State Park, was built in 1838/9 by the
Darling Brothers Construction Company.

Just north of Eagle Creek, a mile above the Kentucky
River, the present sixth class city of Worthville was a
busy late nineteenth century trade and railroad town.
The site had been settled at least by the 1840s and
may early have been called Coonskin, for one or more
local storekeepers are said to have willingly accepted
skins in place of scarce money as payment for mer-
chandise. On November 18, 1847 the local post of-
fice was established by Lewis V. Fleming, postmas-
ter, and named Worthville for New York-born Gen-
eral William Jenkins Worth (1794-1849), a career
army officer who had achieved some fame in the
Mexican War.

The Worthville post office closed in October 1861
but reopened in July 1867 with the coming of the
LC&L Railway that year. The town was incorporated
in March 1878. By the end of the century it had be-
come the principal watering place for all trains of the
L&N line between Louisville and Covington and a
major shipping point for area farmers. From the be-
ginning till the station closed in the 1960s it was
Carrollton’s main rail link. In 1905 a nine mile long
spur line called the Carrollton and Worthville (or
C&W) Railroad was built between the two towns giv-
ing Carrollton’s commerce easier rail access.
Worthville’s post office still serves several businesses
and its (1990) population of 190.

Somewhere on Mill Creek, probably just above the
future Carrollton Station-English, Thomas Piles (or
Miles?) maintained the Mill Creek post office be-
tween September 27, 1847 and June 1851. It was on
the creek for which it was named and on the road
paralleling it which lined New Castle and Carrollton.
The creek whose East and West Forks head in Henry
County may have been named for William Hord’s
mill, and was identified by name on Mordicai Hord’s
600 acre tract surveyed in 1784.

On June 9, 1851 storekeeper James F. Sandefer es-
tablished the Sandefer’s Store post office probably
on the road that became a part of the present Ky 55
between New Castle and Carrollton, eight miles from

dent status ended in 1976 and the city’s 365 residents
(1990 Census) have since been served by a commu-
nity post office.

Another son of John Sanders was Lewis (1781-1861)
who, after an undistinguished career in business and
stockbreeding near Lexington, moved to the future
Carroll County in 1817. On some 750 acres of the
land heired by his wife, the daughter of George Nicho-
las, some six miles south of Ghent, he built a home
which soon became the centerpiece of an estate called
the Grass Hills Plantation. Like several other large
Kentucky stock farms it had its own post office. Grass
Hills was established on January 24, 1837 with Lewis’
son, George Nicholas Sanders, postmaster. George
was succeeded in February 1841 by his father who
maintained the office till it closed in late September
1858. Grass Hills, just north of the rest area on I-71,
11 ¼ miles east of Carrollton, is now (1993) a 386
acre farm owned by Evelyn (Mrs. Clyde) Sanders, on
280 acres of which cattle and tobacco are still raised.

Nearly as old as Port William-Carrollton was
Prestonville, just across the Kentucky River. On De-
cember 21, 1795 the Kentucky legislature approved
the establishment of the Ohio River town of Preston
on 200 acres in an area between the Kentucky and
Little Kentucky Rivers that, in 1774, had been sur-
veyed for Francis Preston and John Smith. By 1806
the town had begun to be called Prestonville, the name
it has borne since.

It was not until November 1844 that it was given its
own post office, as Prestonville, with G.W. Lee, the
first postmaster. This operated intermittently through
July 1869. An attempt was made in the summer of
1876 by storekeeper Joseph Louis Collyer to re-es-
tablish it. This apparently failed, and in June 1880
Collyer tried again. However, his proposed names,
Preston and Ringo (the latter for one or more area
families) were disallowed, and the office opened, on
August 12, 1880, as the inexplicable Wide-Awake.8

It finally was allowed to take the Prestonville name
again in April 1893 (with Elias H. Smith, postmas-
ter) and operated at several locations, all within three-
fourths of a mile of the Carrollton post office, till 1957
when it closed for good.

The town was chartered in February 1867. By 1990
it had some 200 residents, about half its peak popula-
tion in 1880. Though technically it is still incorpo-
rated, this status has long been inactive.
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The Easterday family gave its name to the post office
and crossroads community on the present Ky 36, 6 ½
miles east of Carrollton. Here, at what became the
Lower Whites Run Baptist Church, Lewis Easterday
lived until his death in 1826. The Easterday [ees/tar/
dee] post office opened on April 22, 1890, with Silas
L. Craig, postmaster, to serve a mill, store, school,
and the church. Craig was succeeded two years later
by storekeeper James W. Easterday. The office closed
in mid-June 1903.

The post office of Adcock may have been on or near
the present Ky 55, a mile or so north of the older
Sandefer’s Store. According to the March 12, 1894
Site Location Report of its first postmaster, George
Woodson Adcock (1832-1907), this was then known
as Jackson’s Spring, for a local family. Sometime
earlier, Otis Dunaway had applied for a post office
here to be called Dunaway, or, possibly, Jackson
Spring, but he soon abandoned this effort and moved
away. Adcock’s first choice of Jackson’s Spring (by
1894 too long and cumbersome a name for a U.S.
post office) was replaced by his own family’s name.
The Adcock post office operated from May 10, 1894
through February 1903.

Conclusion

Of Carroll’s twenty post offices, only three are ac-
tive. These – Carrollton, Sanders, and Worthville –
serve three of the county’s four currently incorporated
towns. The fourth, Ghent, has a community post of-
fice. A fifth town, Prestonville, may technically still
be incorporated but this has long been inactive. Seven
Carroll County offices served viable villages at one
time or other. The immediate vicinity of Sanders had
five post offices before Liberty Station gave way to
its present name, but we have arbitrarily considered
these separate post offices.

Five offices were named for local people, and four
others honored non-locals. Local geography ac-
counted for one name. A distant place was the name
source for another while to six Carroll County of-
fices were transferred the names of nearby features
(four streams, an estate, and a lock and dam). One
office was named for a local mill. Two name origins
are not known.

Three offices had names that were not those first cho-
sen for them. Three served places with other names.
Three had name changes.

the latter, and about a mile and a half from the Trimble
County line. After an intermittent operation it closed
in June 1873.

Another station on the LC&L was given the name of
the creek along which the rail line extended for much
of its route through southern Carroll and Gallatin
counties. The settlement around Johnson’s Mill may
be traced to the mid-1840s but received its name Eagle
Station only with the coming of the railroad in 1867.
The post office, with John McDarment, its first post-
master, operated between August 29, 1870 and 1964.
The station closed just before the Second World War,
and only a store and the Jordan Baptist Church in the
vicinity of the junction of Ky 36 and 467, twelve miles
southeast of Carrollton, remain.

English, the fourth station on the LC&L to have its
own post office, was established as Carrollton Sta-
tion. A mile and a half up Mill Creek from the Ken-
tucky River and 6 ½ miles south-southeast of
Carrollton, this was renamed when the post office was
established on August 2, 1876 (with William L. Miles,
postmaster) for Capt. James Whorton English (1794-
1861), an early owner of the site. By the early 1880s
the station and village around it had assumed the post
office name. The office closed in 1975.

Named for its site at the forks of Locust Creek and
six miles west-northwest of Carrollton (via Ky 36 and
1492) was the Locust post office. This office, estab-
lished in postmaster James G. Mosgrove’s store, op-
erated from March 17, 1879 through September 1903,
serving a school, a church, a couple of mills, and some
other businesses. Two churches survive. According
to a 1797 survey, Locust Creek, so named by that time
for the local trees, was first called Battle Creek.9

On McCools Creek, some three miles south-south-
east of Ghent, was the Tandy post office. According
to postmaster-designate Thomas J. Penn’s Site Loca-
tion Report of June 24, 1882, it would serve a com-
munity called Rockville, though then-contemporary
maps identified the site, with one store, as Shoofly.
The office, operating from July 7, 1882 through June
1903, was named for Penn’s wife’s family, descen-
dants of John or Roger Tandy, who had settled near
the head of Whites Run, a short distance south. Noth-
ing remains at the Tandy-Shoofly site, and current
state maps mistakenly place it 1 ½ miles east of where
it actually was.
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FOOTNOTES
1  Mary Ann Gentry, History of Carroll County, Ky.
1984, P.5

2 No Porters are listed among the early town trustees
nor in any deeds for the first twenty years of the town’s
existence. In fact, no Porters are listed among
Kentucky’s landholders between 1787 and 1811.

3 Kentucky is one of at least eight states with a Carroll
County and a town named Carrollton, both attrib-
uted to Maryland’s Charles Carroll. Others are Geor-
gia, Missouri, Indiana, Ohio, Mississippi, Maryland,
and Arkansas. Illinois’ Carrollton, however, is not in
its Carroll County. New Hampshire and Virginia have
Carroll Counties but no Carolltons. Iowa’s Carroll
County seat is simply Carroll.
4 Covington Journal, February 4, 1871, P. 2:4

5 One might ask if Benjamin Winslow Dudley (1785-
1870), the famed Lexington surgeon, who, like the
Sanders family, came from Spottsylvania County,
Virginia, could have been the Dudley post office name
source. He was well-regarded throughout the Com-
monwealth for his pioneering efforts in antiseptic
surgery.
6 Some say Carson was suggested by then Congress-
man Albert Barry’s secretary. (One Hundredth Anni-
versary edition of the News-Democrat, October 12,
1967, P. 20:5)
7 I do not have an explanation for the soft g in the
pronunciation of the Carroll County town’s name
when the Belgian Ghent has always been pronounced
with the hard g.
8 As far as we know, the name Wide-awake was only
applied to the post office.
9 Trimble County Heritage, 1990, P. 141
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Figure 1. Stampless cover mailed from Columbus, Ohio on December 21, 1824, to the postmaster at
Urbana, Ohio. The words, “Huzza For Henry Clay,” refer to one of the presidential candidates in the
close 1824 election. (Courtesy of Jeff Higley)

By Michael Dattolico

I’ve always been an avid collector of U.S. politi-
cal correspondence and memorabilia. Of special
interest is material related to the presidential cam-

paigns in our history. Finding such items requires a
thorough understanding of each election, knowledge
of the key people involved, and the patience to look
at everything ranging from the cream of dealers’
stocks to so-called “junk boxes.”

The 2000 presidential election presented a dilemma
for me. On one hand, I was one of millions of frus-
trated Americans who daily awaited its outcome. But
I also saw it as another opportunity to find political
mail pertaining to that aggravating election. I don’t
know how successful I’ll be in finding postal mate-
rial connected to the Bush-Gore contest. But it’s bound
to be thrilling for future generations of postal histori-
ans who share my interests.

We now know that the 2000 presidential election was
one of the closest, most disputed political events in
our history. From election day until mid-December,
Americans began and ended each day with anticipa-
tion. Even the least informed Americans became fa-
miliar with the melodrama, as the suspense captivated
nearly everyone’s attention for five weeks.

It was an election full of surprises. Many Americans
expected Bush to win by a wide margin, but the vote
count was extremely close. Gore won both popular
and electoral votes in such key states as California,
Pennsyslvania and Illinois, but lost his home state’s
vote to Bush. In an unprecedented move, the U.S.
Supreme Court intervened regarding Florida’s con-
tested votes which assured Bush’s victory. Perhaps
strangest of all is the fact that Gore actually had a
few more popular votes than Bush, yet Gore still lost.

Americans shook their heads in disbelief as they
wondered how an election could be so close and so
poorly managed. Perhaps it was the media’s cover-
age that caused many citizens to feel that the 2000
presidential mess was a rare occurrence, that elec-
tions of the past were never that close, and the win-
ner was always determined more quickly.
Those who think that should recheck their history
books. At least two other 20th-century elections were
nearly as close. The 1960 election between John
Kennedy and Richard Nixon was a squeaker, with
Kennedy winning the popular vote by one-sixth of
1%. Harry Truman’s win over Thomas Dewey in the
1948 election was no landslide victory either. It was

History Repeats Itself
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presidency. And both won his election by a hair. His-
tory does seem to repeat itself.
While Adams and Bush are the only sons of presi-
dents to win the White House, other family relation-
ships exist in U.S. presidential history.

William Henry Harrison, elected in 1841, was the
grandfather of Benjamin Harrison, who was elected
president by a slim margin in 1888. Grover Cleve-
land won the popular vote by a 100,000 margin in
that contest but lost to Harrison, who gathered more
electoral votes. The two Roosevelt presidents,
Theodore and Franklin, were cousins who rank among
our most popular presidents.

But one of our closest presidential elections was the
1876 contest between Republican Rutherford B.
Hayes and and New York Democrat Samuel Tilden.
That race bears a close resemblance to the 2000 presi-
dential election. Just as Gore won more popular votes
than Bush, Tilden gathered 264,000 more popular
votes than Hayes. And like the 2000 campaign, the
election was not immediately decided. In fact, nearly
four months passed before Hayes was declared the
victor, winning the presidency only two days before
the March 20th inaugural deadline.

Democrats controlled the House of Representatives
in 1876, but Republicans controlled the Senate. At
first, Tilden received 184 electoral votes, while Hayes
had only 165. In the coming weeks, however, twenty
electoral votes were disputed. One elector from Or-
egon was disqualified, and both men claimed 19 elec-
toral votes from Florida, Louisiana and South Caro-
lina. Congressional hearings began in February, 1877
and ended on March 2, 1876.

After much political maneuvering, the contested votes
were awarded to Hayes, who had 185 electoral votes,
while Tilden finished with 184. James Garfield, a
fellow Ohio Republican, served on the important
Electoral Commission of 1877 composed of 8 Re-
publicans and 7 Democrats. Garfield cast a key vote
for Hayes which led to his victory. Like the gracious
Al Gore, Tilden sought unity and peace among
America’s voters. With tongue-in-cheek humor, he
told his followers that four years of Hayes was pref-
erable to four years of civil war.

James A. Garfield, former Ohio teacher, Civil War
hero and congressman, ran for president in the 1880
election. The postal stationery card mailed from Ohio
to Japan in June, 1880, is shown as Figure 2. The

so close that one major newspaper’s front-page head-
line published the morning after the election pro-
claimed that Dewey had won.

There have been other presidential elections that were
as close as the Bush-Gore contest. One was the 1824
presidential race which featured five popular candi-
dates, one of whom was John Quincy Adams. With
so many candidates competing for the presidency,
none received a clear majority of popular votes. The
election was decided in the House of Representatives
where the candidate with the highest number of elec-
toral votes was declared the new president.

At first, it appeared that Andrew Jackson would win
with 99 electoral votes. John Quincy Adams had
amassed 84 votes, which put him in second place.
Henry Clay, a popular Kentuckian, had gathered only
37 electoral votes, which left him in fourth place
among the five contenders. Knowing that he had no
chance to win, Henry Clay and his supporters shifted
their electoral votes to John Q. Adams. Each state
was also allowed to cast one electoral vote. It was
enough to defeat Jackson, the popular Indian fighter,
by a margin of 13 electoral votes.

Luckily, mail related to the 1824 campaign exists, and
an example is shown as Figure 1. The letter was sent
from Columbus, Ohio on December 21, 1824, to the
postmaster at Urbana, Ohio. It was mailed over a
month after the unresolved election but before the
matter was settled. What makes the cover special are
the words, HUZZA FOR HENRY CLAY, which were
penned across the letter’s top.

Knowing the definition of the word, “huzza,” is nec-
essary to understand the meaning of the phrase, since
it is not commonly used today. But during the early
18th century, it was an expression of joy or apprecia-
tion. It was also used as a sort of cheer.

Henry Clay was very popular in western sections of
Ohio, so the words may have been an expression of
hope that Clay would win the election. After Clay’s
transfer of his electoral votes to Adams, the new presi-
dent expressed his appreciation by appointing Henry
Clay as his Secretary of State.

After reviewing the quirks of the 1824 election,
today’s historians are quick to note an eerie bit of
irony. John Quincy Adams, winner of the close 1824
election, was the son of former president, John Adams.
George W. Bush, winner of the 2000 election, is the
son of former president, George Bush. In our history,
they are the only sons of former presidents to win the
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back of the card, presented as Figure 3, is an exciting
account of the 1880 Republican National Convention
held in Chicago. Garfield chose Chester A. Arthur,
as his vice-president. Like the 2000 balloting, it was
another close contest.

Garfield won by a scant national margin of 9,464 votes
out of the nearly 9 million that were cast. After only
4 months in office, Garfield was the second Ameri-
can president in 16 years to be assassinated. His at-
tempted murder occurred at a Washington, D.C. rail-
road station on July 2, 1881. He died on September
19, 1881. But a powerful lobby, the Ohio Republican
Association, remained active in Washington, as evi-
denced by the postal stationery cards shown as Fig-
ures 4 and 5.

The Figure 4 postal card was mailed to a member of
the Ohio Republican Association on August 3, 1881,
scarcely a month after Garfield was wounded and was
still fighting for his life. One feels certain that
Garfield’s condition was the main item on their
agenda. Figure 5 is a similar postal card mailed on
March 31, 1882, which announced the date of the
Ohio Republication Association’s annual meeting to
elect officers for the coming year. By then, Chester
A. Arthur was ensconsed in the White House and
would serve the remainder of Garfield’s term of of-
fice. While Figures 4 & 5 do not make direct refer-
ence to Garfield’s assassination, they are political in
nature which makes them worthy of study.

The same is true for the document illustrated as Fig-
ure 6. The letter was sent from two Ohio attorneys,
also members of the Ohio Republication Association,

Figure 2. U.S. postal
stationery card mailed
from Columbus, Ohio
on June 8, 1880, to the
Imperial University in
Tokyo, Japan, about
the 1880 Republican
National Convention
news.

Figure 3. Shown here is the back of the Figure 2 card. It
cites the developments at the Republican National
Convention held at Chicago in June, 1880. James A.
Garfield was nominated to represent the Republican
Party in the 1880 election. Also listed are the electoral
votes that former President Grant, General Sherman,
and others had amassed.
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of political memorabilia related to McKinley’s nomi-
nation at the St. Louis, Missouri Republican National
Convention in 1896.

Not all postal political finds are connected to presi-
dential elections. Mail sent to presidents, especially
during critical periods in our history, is also exciting
to find. The cover illustrated as Figure 8 is such an
example. It is a registered cover mailed from
Asuncion, Paraguay in July, 1917, to President
Woodrow Wilson. Backstamps verify its arrival at the
Washington D.C. post office and the White House
mail room.

Paraguay is a land-locked country situated in central
South America. One wonders what was contained in
the large envelope addressed to President Wilson. Its
sender, Roque Kriskovitch, did not have a Spanish

to Joseph Herron, a staff member at the Smithsonian
Institution in Washington. It is a letter of introduc-
tion dated February 21, 1879, which was written on
behalf of Dr. J.T. Updegraff, a newly elected Ohio
member of the U.S. House of Representatives. The
letter is truly a unique document in which “Major”
McKinley, a fellow Ohioan is mentioned.

Once again, a sense of irony is felt when viewing the
Figure 6 letter with its reference to McKinley. In 1901,
he would be the 3rd president murdered since
Lincoln’s violent demise in 1865. But before his as-
sassination, many Americans supported William
McKinley, a Civil War hero, former U.S. House rep-
resentative and two-time governor of Ohio, for presi-
dent in 1896. The ticket shown as Figure 7 is a piece

Figure 4. U.S. postal
stationery card dated
August 3, 1881, one
month after Garfield
was shot. The card
was a notice of a very
important meeting of
the Ohio Republican
Association.

Figure 5. U.S. postal
stationery card mailed in
early 1882 to Joseph
Herron, a member of the
Ohio Republican Associ-
ation. By then, Garfield
had died, and Chester A.
Arthur became president.
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name, causing one to
speculate who he was and
what he was doing in cen-
tral South America. With
the cover’s contents gone,
one will always wonder
what was so important that
it had to be enclosed in a
registered envelope.

I have digressed from this
article’s main theme: mail
connected to the close
presidential campaigns in
our history. Let me redirect
our readers to the 2000
election and its compara-
tive characteristics to other
close elections. We began
with a summary of the
2000 presidential election.
Let’s finish with a look at
one controversy which
will always be connected
with that campaign: the is-
sue of absentee ballots,
especially those mailed by
servicemen and women,
many of whom are serving
overseas.

Part of the maelstrom, es-
pecially in Florida, was a
dispute over which an ab-

Figure 6. Letter written to a prominent member of the Ohio Republican Association, on
behalf of newly elected Ohio representative, Dr. J. T. Updegraff in February, 1879. The
correspondence was a letter of  introduction, sent by Carrolton, Ohio lawyers who were
also members of the association.

Figure 7. Shown in pristine condition is a guest’s ticket to the June, 1896 Republican National Convention held
at St. Louis, where William McKinley was chosen as the party’s presidential candidate.
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cially certified by a military officer. And third, offi-
cials wanted to eliminate absentee ballots that did not
appear to be official.

Americans who had never voted via absentee ballot,
especially from an overseas location, pondered that
issue with curiosity. Shown as Figure 9 is an an ab-

sentee ballot was valid or invalid. Initially, officials
wanted to discard those ballots that did not have a
postmark which verified when the ballot was mailed.
Second, officials wanted to throw out absentee bal-
lots that were not properly notorized or at least offi-

Figure 8. A remarkable registered cover mailed at Asuncion, Paraguay, in June, 1917, to President Woodrow Wilson.
Backstamps applied at the Washington, D.C. post office and the White House mail oom confirm its arrival. What the
large cover contained will always remain a mystery. Note the manuscript, “Via Andes” on the cover’s left side,
indicating that it was carried overland. The sender, Roque Kriskovich, may have been an agent of the United States
who was mailing important information to President Wilson during the early months of our involvement in World War
I.

Figure 9. The front side of an absentee ballot cast by a World War II marine stationed at Camp Pendleton, California,
for the 1944 presidential election. It was postmarked November 1, 1944, and was received on November 2nd by the
county clerk election department of San Bernardino County, California.
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sentee ballot mailed by a World War II marine for the
1944 presidential election. The front shows that the
Navy post office handling marines’ mail at Camp
Pendleton, California postmarked it on November 1.
It was received at the County Clerks Election De-
partment, San Bernardino County, California, on No-
vember 2, 1944.

The back of the cover, a portion of which is illus-
trated in  Figure 10, shows that a marine officer veri-
fied that the ballot was official by signing above the
Signature of Officer taking Official Affidavit line.

I’ve often wondered if such mail and memorabilia
belongs in an archives rather than in my collection. I
have, on occasion, felt the urge to donate my politi-
cal collection to an appropriate archives. But I find it
difficult to part with what are poignant, yet possibly
significant evidence of our nation’s political history.
I’ll probably always collect political mail despite this
inner conflict. It’s a tough decision but also a gratify-
ing one, especially when I stumble onto a political
piece of our heritage.

Figure 10. Portion of the back side of the Figure 9
illustration which features the required signature of an
official witness, in this case a marine officer, to validate
the absentee ballot. Military absentee ballots received
without anofficial’s signature was one of several
controversial issues in the 2000
presidential election.
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U. S. Transport Before the Railroad

by Tom Clarke

One of the most fascinating aspects of early letters is
content concerning travel and transport.  But we have
to keep in mind principles of nineteenth century life
to appreciate them fully.

In 1890 it was the electric revolution that was giving
rise to mobility and allowed city people daily access
to the suburbs and nearby towns via local and inter-
urban trolleys and trains.

By 1850, and to a far lesser degree, wood and coal
burning trains were helping people get away and ex-
plore the nearby regions.  However, even as late as
the 1880’s, most people would have agreed that they
were born, lived, and would indeed die within a mea-
ger 20 mile circumference of their homes.  Before
railroads, It was a rare occasion indeed that would
take a body beyond that 20-mile traditional boundary
—a good day’s buggy ride.  Settling inheritances and
last visits with dying relatives would be likely excep-
tions.

The invention of Railroads immediately captured
America’s and the world’s fascination after the first
locomotive rumbled at a handful of miles per (Balti-
more & Ohio) in 1830.  However, railroads were pretty
much “under construction” until the 1850’s, when
sufficient speed and a sufficient degree of efficiency
and safety began to draw large numbers of custom-
ers.

Travel before 1838
Before the railroads (first railroad mail marking,
1838), it was raw wind, water, or horse power that let
people adventure around the early U.S.  Some deter-
mined to leave their family homesteads for the prom-
ise of an expanding country and an endless west.
There were the well to do, also, who had the finan-
cial wherewithal to leave home in the hands of ser-
vants or friends, and whose position was secure that
they weren’t bound do daily tasks to stay alive.

Non-traditional were booksellers, itinerant preachers,
and the generally restless.  Traveling agents and sales-
men have left correspondences that described distant
places and the curiosities they met.  War veterans, of
course, were among the mobile public, as were those
in geographic-based occupations such as surveyors,

real estate investors and lawyers, stagecoach drivers,
etc., and they have left interesting letters, too.  On
occasion we can find one of the “leisure set” writing
about a sightseeing excursion, or honeymoon to,
maybe, Niagara Falls.  More than likely, simple hu-
man appreciation for natural beauty would be ex-
pressed in the midst of business or other official travel.

Indian footpaths were transformed over the three cen-
turies into trails, wagon ways, then roads.  But it
wasn’t until the late 1790’s that the first inter-city
paved road, the National Road from Maryland even-
tually to Illinois was begun.

In the early 1800’s an increasing flood of immigra-
tion from the South and particularly the Northeast
took that route westward into the beckoning North-
west Territory.  They rapidly filled the territories turn-
ing them into the new states of Ohio (1803), Indiana
(1816), and Illinois (1818).  Each of these in turn de-
veloped their own state schemes for improving rights
of way for the convenience of their citizens and trade.

Within the older states of the East, and to a lesser
degree the South, roads were built by subscription or
act of state legislature.  These resulted in pay-as-you-
go turnpikes.  Roads were needed to connect grow-
ing towns and help distribute food and goods.  But
dirt, unimproved roads were the rule.  Even the note-
worthy National Road was a patchwork of earthen
pathway cleared of stumps and rocks and intermit-
tent “corduroy” log and plank paving.

America was first with gravel top roads (the Lancaster
Turnpike in the 1790s), and then came Macadam.
This newly conceived construction of rock base, com-
pressed gravel, topped with tar for roads began use in
1815.  It covered more and more mileage each year,
including the National Road, but its use was the ex-
ception rather than the rule until the 1920s road build-
ing explosion.

Wagons
Early, pre-railroad stage travel was filled with fore-
boding.  The human frame can withstand only so much
wear and tear. Journeys were indeed measured in days
and in weeks.  Abigail Adams wrote to husband John
in 1776 Philadelphia asking him to come home to
Boston; after all, it would take but eight days!  To-
day, by car, maybe 10 hours.
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marily moved freight east and goods and passengers
west, but very soon they would be superceded by rail-
road steam.

Steamboats were employed very early on the Ohio,
Mississippi, Hudson, etc., as well as the Great Lakes.
They replaced flatboats that on rivers went only one
way, and were converted into needed lumber supplies
at the destination town.  On canals, in the absence of
a current, the boats could be polled and pulled along
in both directions.  Whether by canal or river, water
service meant connecting the sources of production
and harvest with consumers.  And passengers were
most willing to go along for the ride between towns
locally, or only one way to follow their dream.

Overturned and stranded coaches, steamboat explo-
sions, flat boats run aground, holdups and robberies,
the sheer discomfort of crushed and jostled living
space in carriage or cabin, rough, tumble, and fright-
ening fellow travelers whom you could not choose:
these were accepted parts of the adventure of pre-
railroad travel.  That many took the chance is amaz-
ing.  That they left excellent letters to tell the tale is
serendipitous and always fascinating.

Communications en route
Travelers had to be familiar with the countryside and
have a good knowledge of the stage /boat route, or
have access to a good and up to date map.  It was
essential to tell family and friends of the itinerary so
they could maintain a proper stream of intelligence
from back home concerning ailing relatives, friends,
and business.

Since most any town worthy of the name had sought
a post office upon its founding, any stage stop was a
perfect place to send a letter in advance so as to reach
the postmaster-innkeeper-storekeep as a general de-
livery letter to be called for on arrival.  The writer
therefore scolds and is indignant at having received
no word about his military friend’s health.

The age-old option was to a stay at a wayside inn.
But that was second to staying with a relative or
friends, or friends of friends, and the ability to relax
more and to stay several days in their home. Good-
fellowship and “networking” was as much a building
block to family connection, career and business suc-
cess then as now.

Relatives would unhesitatingly reciprocate when any
of the family or their friends were traveling in your
region.  Thus, travelers had to adopt a very liberal

Stopovers for passengers were an absolute necessity,
lest the backbone be separated from the hipbone! They
stopped at wayside inns for breakfast, lunch, and din-
ner and a bed for the night. Monotony came easily
enough but exhaustion and gross discomfort quickly
took their toll too.  These were not rest stop moments
for recreation as much as for catching breath and also
for composing letters.  Mail, on the other hand, went
straight through in relays, giving us the enviable de-
livery times of the day.  Shortly, railroads would main-
tain this sense of immediacy when they were adopted
as mail routes beginning in the late 1830s.

Conestoga wagons for the dogged, many month trip
west, were aptly nicknamed prairie schooners: they
carried up to 4 tons and reached 11 feet at the top of
the canvas.  Two-person buggies were the nineteenth
century’s commoner’s conveyance.  (By 1902, Sears
Catalog was selling them as low as $28 apiece, the
cost of a cheap kitchen stove or a dozen pairs of long
underwear, and only a tenth the cost of the cheapest
1908 Ford.)  However, Landau carriages were the
eastern states’ “town cars” in the 1800s, and the racy,
though unstable, phaeton carriages that could turn so
sharply, thus providing reckless enjoyment for
“yuppie” types eager to impress others, satisfied up
an coming youngsters.

Long distance travel was by stagecoach.  Beside the
revolutionary advent of macadam roads, the most
important transport invention of the early 1800s was
the elliptical steel spring.  Because such springs made
it possible to build vehicles without a lower frame-
work to support the coach portion, safe and sturdy,
though bouncy, carriages now could also be made
lightweight. Before the smooth travel afforded by
macadamized roadways, coaches were pitched to and
fro by the dirt and rutted roads.  Passengers would be
obligated to throw their weight from one side to the
other to help keep the coach on its wheels.  When-
ever the vehicle got bogged down in mud, the pas-
sengers had to lend a hand, get out and push.

Canals and steam
Canals were an aspect of the national long felt need
for internal improvements to aid the growth of busi-
ness.  Unbeknownst to their wistful builders in the
1820s, ‘30s, and ‘40s, canals were but a temporary
solution to the drudgery of stagecoach inter-city travel
and freight hauling.  These man made waterways pri-
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Many of the Houses are well built & Some of them
are well proportioned & handsome.  The plan regular
with a public Square on which the Court house in
Situated in the center — near this place is the house
in which I am now writing, adjoining us on the other
Side is the jail.  I have therefore endeavoured to keep
myself pretty quiet & have advised cousin Mary and
Betsy to the same conduct, & hope you will not hear
that any of us are deposited in the Stone jug….

Letter 2
An 1825 letter dated September 25th, postmarked
Lewistown PA, to Green Castle PA.  Note the amount
of local travel when away and the care taken to see a
woman does not travel alone.  There are an amazing
number of offers for tea and evening entertainment.
Does this woman know all these people or are they
merely caring for a traveler?  Note, too, that she
doesn’t know when she’ll come home.  With all the
attention shown her, perhaps she still wanders the
countryside of central Pennsylvania?

Dear Sisters
I arrive here on Sattirday very much fatigue the Dr &

Mrs Ard a few minutes after, just as the Stage was leaving
the door.  The[y] came in right from Naigria Falls, was I
not very fortunate.  Eliza health quite improved, and a
great More of spirits.  She is delighted with her Tom  the[y]
visited Brothers grave.  The inscription is such as we have
heard.  The[y] visited all the principal Villages along the
Lakes Meadville,Erie Buffalo Cannanadaga Rochester
Bath & came home through the State of New York the[y]
also visited Geneava the[y] say it is a very handsome
place….

sense regarding time schedules and “as the crow flies”
routes.  Family farms and available towns would prob-
ably be well off the beaten path of the Stagecoach.
As witnessed by these excerpts, many stage drivers
would not only drop you at your intended destina-
tion, but would pick you up at a particular address,
such a taxi pickups today.

Letter 1
An 1819 Quaker letter dated 2nd Mo. 29th, postmarked
Easton PA, to Brandywine Mills DE:

…I have been highly affronted for several days at you,
or some of you, for not letting me know in any how it was
with the General; I did expect that William would have
written by Joseph Lea, or some other of the many opportu-
nities, sufficient to let me know that the General was bet-
ter…

We arrived here last evening after a much less fatigu-
ing ride than we calculated upon, about 6 o’clock, having
left town at 4 AM with thirteen passengers, this road is not
so interesting as some others that I have been upon, but is
by no means dreary & the prospect of a part of the Blue
Mountains, with the openings through which the Leghi
[Lehigh] & Delaware pass from a hill about four miles
from this town is very beautiful.  The meanderings of the
Lehigh through the Countryside below the mountains,
sometimes seen, sometimes lost among the Hills…

[Easton] is built on a flat piece of ground Surrounded
by hills —one of which on the NW side called by the
Feds [Federalist Party] Mount Ararat & by the other
party [Democrat-Republican Party] Mount
Jefferson…

Figure 1. An 1819
Quaker letter dated 2nd

Mo. 29th, postmarked
Easton PA to Brandy-
wine Mills DE, paid
12½ cents, all red inks.
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young man (son) heading for Wisconsin.  Without
telephones to aid in making connections, he does the
best he can by word of mouth.  The forthcoming elec-
tion will see Polk and “Manifest Destiny” win.  With
that will come Texas (and Florida), the Mexican War,
Henry David Thoreau’s On Waldon Pond, and peace-
ful resistance to a distasteful war, the addition od
California and the Southwest, and shortly before Polk
leaves office, the discovery of GOLD.  A heady time
for a young man to go adventuring.

This is the first time I have had since I left Albany to
write to you, not for want of time but the materials to write
with although stores are plenty along the canal.  Grog [rum
drink] is one of the chief articles which they deal in but I
have just got a supply of paper at the small town of Frank-
fort which we have just past.

We got off from Pokeepsie at 10 o’clock on Friday with
a head wind and did not arrive at Albany until Sunday
afternoon when I looked for a boat but could not find one

…I supposed you have heard that I remained a day in
Chambersburg when the Stage came in there was one pas-
senger and he remained in town.  Mr & Mrs Findlay ad-
vised me to stay to the next Stage…the first night I spent
at Dr Deans the next day Mr Dunlop came for me and I
spent the day with them the[y] were very kind

I suppose you wish to know my Stage companion’s Mr
Fanistact from Chambersburg to Carlisle and from here to
Lewistown Cap. Collist of the Navy & Judge Smith & his
Lady from Baltimore very agreeable company.  We have
been invited to several place to tea yesterday, we spent the
evening at Mr Pattersons with number of ladies…

Do take care of the tomatos dry them a little in the sun
and salt them in crock and from the air…and if the[y] liketo
spoil put them in the oven for I do not know when I will be
home.

Letter 3
A letter dated Sep 19th 1844, datelined “Four miles
from Utica” to Crum Elbow, Dutchess CO, NY; a pale
JORDAN/NY cancel in black and rate in blue   A

Figure 2. An 1825
letter dated
September 25th,
postmarked
Lewistown PA, to
Green Castle PA,
due 12½ cents, all
in red.

Figure 3. A letter
dated Sep 19th 1844,
datelined “Four
miles from Utica” to
Crum Elbow,
Dutchess CO, NY; a
pale JORDAN/NY
cancel in black and
rate in blue.
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send a letter meant a friend
for life, and the mutual, un-
hesitating sharing of every
acquaintance and family
member.  Today we have tele-
vision.

…On my journey to my
humble domicile, I experienced
all the varieties of traveling—&
was from Monday afternoon un-
til Wednesday noon on the road
from Albany 36 miles!  I was
beset with the evils & disappoint-
ments that female travelers often
encounter when unprotected by
a “Squire of Dames.”  On Mon-
day last Mr S [Symmes, her hus-
band] dispatched his man in our
little easy going one horse
wagon, & requested that I would
come on my way home as far as
Nassau 11 miles that afternoon.
But I was no sooner on the way
than I perceived the poor animal
acted lame…I proceeded no far-

ther than 5 miles, in hopes that he might be better the next
morning.  The reverse proved to be the case, weary of re-
maining at a poor Inn, I advanced 6 miles in the passing
Stage, the Stockbridge Stage passes in the night.  I then
engaged a lad with a wagon & horse to convey me home
that afternoon, but his 4 year old Colt proved [so willful]
that after 4 miles experiment, I concluded to wait the ar-
rival of the next Stage from Albany.  Accordingly I took a
seat at 5 in the morning & riding 20 miles [arrived in the
afternoon at] our gate.

Letter 5
This letter is datelined Harrisburg, Mrs Elders board-
ing house/ January 21st 1832, sat. eve., addressed to
Towanda PA, franked Senate/W. Patton, all other
marks in red. This too is a woman’s letter, Elisa Patton,
possibly sister of the Senator. Her baby had died a
brief time before, so her trip was perhaps to help her
get over the sorrow.  She appears to be visiting rela-
tives on her journey to…?

Through the mercy of Divin Providence, I have since I
wrote you at Wilkesbarre reached this place in safety, &
will give you a brief account of the journey, & you then
will judge no doubt that I had a tedious time, but I cannot
say that I had, considering the state of the roads, save the
danger I feared crossing the bridge at Clarkes ferry which
was considered hardly safe for it shakes when one indi-
vidual crosses…we crossed safely after dark in a close[d]
stage with five passengers.

…In Wilkesbarre I called to see…& I visited the infant
school…[others] called to see me.  I returned to…to din-
ner & about 1 o’clock the stage called for me, which by
the by, proved to be an open waggon as it was considered

to go out that night as there was nothing doing that day so
we staid on board the Sloop that night.  On monday morn-
ing I found a boat which the captain said that he thought
would go out that night or the next morning but we did not
get off until Tuesday night and in the morning found our-
selves at the weigh-lock having got there too late the night
before to be weighed…We had our board [food] from the
time that we came on board with out any extra charge.  I
agreed with the captain to carry us for 1½ cents per mile
with board.

I was advised by every one to have nothing to do with
the company or any of the agents as all of the lines are
combined to carry for no less than 2 cents per mile.  The
cost for freight through to Buffalo [fully across the state]
is 70 cents per hundred pounds; we have about 25 passen-
gers some bound for Iowa some for Wisconse and diverse
other places.  In political ____ we have a large majority
for Polk.  Three out of four boats have Polk & Dallas nailed
to the stern…every lock-tender has a Hickory-pole up with
Polk & Dallas…

I caught but littel news and of cours as yet know noth-
ing about Wisconse.  I shall write when I get there.

Letter 4
This letter is datelined Stockbridge MA, July 31st,
1829, to Lewisburg PA., a very pale red
STOCKBRIDGE MA and red brown rate amount.  It
describes a simple 36 mile journey from all the friends
of both ladies in Albany NY back to Stockbridge.
Interesting that they both have so many mutual friends
and yet they live so far from them and each other.
One might suspect unheralded “societies of friend-
ship” 180 years ago, super penpal circuits, where to

Figure 4. A letter datelined Stockbridge MA, July 31st, 1829, to Lewisburg PA., a
very pale red STOCKBRIDGE MA and red brown rate amount.
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5. A letter datelined Harrisburg, January 21st 1832, red DC HARRISBURG PENN. Cancel with red rating
addressed to Towanda PA, franked Senate/W. Patton.

not safe to drive a covered coach owing to the badness of
the roads.  I had the pleasure of Mr. Dunlaps company.
He…appears very pious.  The evening I stayed at Mr. M—
.  He performed evenign service & read the 12th chap of
Romans…Stayed overnight at Berwick.  Came to Danville
to breakfast.  From there had the river, the floating ice &
the canal almost constantly in view.  Rode 27 miles after
dark & moving fast arrived in Harrisburg about 11 o’clock,
got the driver to take me here, found all in bed, but soon
saw Mr Patton at the door….

I can’t tell you how long I shall continue here…. I was
very tired last night from being shook over bad roads trav-
elling fast…. Mrs Elders is beautifully situated on the bank
of the river where you have a view of two fine bridges &
the ice rolling by…. I am in hopes of a letter from home
tonight.  I have been very uneasy about James for fear the
streams are up.  We came over Penns_____ where the water
had overflowed & made almost a little sea.  If I had waited
in Wilkesbarre a day longer as I first thought the roads in
many places would have been impassable & the mail would
have had to be carreid on horseback.  Mr Patton has sent
money to me in different letters since I came away.  I wish
to have Mother if she will please whern she is in town pay
for the babe’s coffin.

UNITED STATES

CANCELLATION CLUB
APS Affiliate #75

Devoted to the study and publication
of information about U.S. 19th century

stamp cancellations
For information and membership application write to:

U.S. Cancellation Club
3 Ruthana Way

Hockessin, DE 19707

WANTED TO BUY
* Hawaiian Postal History 1864 to present

* Alaska Postal History 1867 to present

* Yukon Postal History 1885 to present

* 19th Century U.S. Officials, Fancy cancels and
Fort cancels

* Hawaiian Stamps with town cancels

STEVE SIMS, 1769 Wickersham Dr.,
Anchorage, AK 99507-1349.

Phone: (907) 563-7281

MEMBER APS
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Postal History Data Bases on Computer Disk
 La Posta Publications is offering for sale selected postal history data bases on computer disk. Use our data
bases to create your own checklists, writeup collections, design new tables and wantlists. Simply load our
files, which are available on 3.5 inch floppy disks in a variety of popular data base and spreadsheet formats
[e.g., Lotus 1 2 3®, Excel®, Access®, dBASE® or ASCII comma delimited], into your own data base
program and begin designing tables and checklists, cataloguing, and tracking prices.

STATE POST OFFICE DATA BASES

Post Office Data Bases include all the information available in our popular State Checklist series with
separate fields for Post Office, County, State, Dates of Operation, and Scarcity Index. Sort post offices
by county, chronological order of establishment, or Scarcity Index value. Print your own post office listing
arranged by county or Scarcity Index. Customize the data base, or build a new expanded post office data
base by adding new information to our basic design.

State Post Office Data Bases Currently Available (postpaid or by email)

Alaska (542 offices) $11.95
Arizona (887 offices) $11.95
California(4,278 offices) $24.95
Colorado (2,438 offices) $17.95
Hawaii (193 offices) $11.95
Idaho (1,324 offices) $11.95
Illinois (5,358 offices) $27.95
Iowa (3,984 offices) $24.95
Kansas (4,232 offices) $24.95
Maine (2,152 offices) $14.95
Massachusetts (1,332 offices) $11.95
Michigan (4,504 offices) $24.95
Minnesota (3,741 offices) $24.95
Montana (2,075 offices) $14.95

Nebraska (2,764 offices) $17.95
Nevada (709 offices) $11.95
New Hampshire (897 offices) $11.95
New Mexico (1,511 offices) $11.95
North Dakota (1,881 offices) $14.95
Oklahoma (3,447 offices) $22.95
Oregon (2,179 offices) $14.95
Rhode Island (245 offices) $11.95
South Dakota ( 1,989 offices) $14.95
Texas (7,895 offices) $34.95
Utah (810 offices) $11.95
Washington (2,287 offices) $14.95
Wisconsin (3,806 offices) $24.95
Wyoming (1,002 offices) $11.95

Order From: La Posta Publications, P.O. Box 100, Chatsworth Is., NSW 2469 Australia
or  helbock@la-posta.com
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Ausdenmoore-McFarlane
STAMPS, POSTCARDS

& COVERS

 " War & Censored Covers

 " Thematic Covers

 " U.S. 20th Century Postal History

 " Worldwide Postal History

 " U.S. Postal Stationery

 " Worldwide Postal Stationery

 " Picture Postcards

 " USPS Publicity Photos

Chuck & Jan McFarlane
P.O. Box 2348

Midland, Michigan 48641-2348
email: mcmichigan@aol.com

WANTED!

North Dakota

Territory
Postmarks
(Photocopies)

For publication of North Dakota Territorial
Postmarks

Short Term Plan: Serial Publication in La Posta

Long Term Plan: Comprehensive Catalog

Send To:

Mike Ellingson

P.O. Box 402

Eagan, MN 55121

E-mail contact:

mikeellingson@juno.com

ARIZONA - NEW
MEXICO
POSTAL
HISTORY
SOCIETY

Seeks New Members, Who Seek New
Material, New Information and  New

Friends

DUES $10 Annually
Receive “The Roadrunner” Quarterly
Newsletter

Trade Duplicates at Winter and Summer
Meetings

Contact: Thomas K.
Todsen, 2000 Rose Lane,
Las Cruces, NM 88005

or

Peter Rathwell, 4523 E.
Mountain View Dr.,
Phoenix, AZ 85028
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WANTED: CALIFORNIA

Postal History by County Pre-1920

Counties:
Alpine, Inyo, Mono, San Bernardino

Orange & San Diego

Please write or call:
Bob Nichols

1423 N. 1st Ave.
Upland, CA 91786

(909) 982-9697
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Your Ad Could
Appear

in this Space for
just $126 per year

(six issues)
La Posta advertising reaches over 1,000 active
postal history enthusiasts each issue. Why not
let us carry your message to the hobby?

Write or e-mail
Cath Clark

at
P.O. Box 100,

Chatsworth Island, NSW 2469 Australia
cath@la-posta.com

              AMBERMAN POSTAL HISTORY

 Buying and selling quality and RARE U.S. postal history for over 20 years

DO YOU COLLECT 19th or 20th Century Postal History?

We have an extensive range of town cancels from all 50 states,
including a large stock of WESTERN POSTAL HISTORY.
We also carry Illustrated Advertising, Civil War Patriotics,
Western Express, and Territorials.

WE CATER TO THE WAY YOU COLLECT, especially to

the needs of the intermediate and advanced collector, and
can sell by the issue including Stampless, Classics, Banknotes
and Bureaus, and the 1902 series.

YOU WILL BE PLEASED with our rapid photocopy want-list service. When you contact us,

just ask for the state, issue, or advertising topic which interests you.

AMBERMAN POSTAL HISTORY PHONE: (518) 371-3666 PO BOX 4119
FAX: (518) 371-3245 CLIFTON PARK, NY  12065
E-MAIL: AMBERMAN@AMBERMANPOSTALHISTORY.COM

KIRK’S
STAMP

CO.
Constant Additions

Of Postal History in

Virtually All Areas

Expo’s, Express

R.P.O’s, U.S. Postal Cards,

Stationery, Stamps & More

We seek odd & unusual

please offer!

KIRK AND ELSIE WOLFORD
Phone (530) 675-2687

Fax (530) 675-1522

Email- krkstpco@goldstate.net
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PROFESSIONAL POSTMARK
TRACING & MAPS

I will execute to
your exact
specifications
accurate tracings
of plain or fancy
postmarks,
cancels and maps.
My work has

appeared in La Posta in both the Washington
Territorial postmark series by Richard A. Long and the
19th Century Colorado postmark series by Richard
Frajola.

If you’ve been thinking of a postmark catalog
project, or any research which requires well-executed
postmarks or maps for illustrations, but do not have
the time required to accomplish the tracings, drop me a
line or give me a call with the particulars, and I will
give you a quote.

Jane Dallison

P. O. Box 296, Langlois, OR 97450

(541) 348-2813

WANTED: FOREIGN COVER
ACCUMULATIONS

WANTED! COVERS!
We are insatiable buyers of
worldwide cover lots! Any
foreign country to 1960. If
you have a large holding of
bulk covers, why not pack
up that accumulation and
turn it into cash today? Top
prices paid. You’ll like our
generous instant offer check
which is generally mailed
within 24 hours of receipt.
Ship with absolute confi-
dence -- we always pay all

shipping costs. Please be sure to fully insure. References
on file.

For complete buy list visit our website:

www.fredschmitt.com;

email fred@fredschmitt.com

SCHMITT INVESTORS LTD.

Postal History Specialists Since 1953

P.O. Box 67
Woodbury, NY 11797

631-367-4030 (24 hours)
ASDA-APS-PTS (London)-CSDA (Canada), etc.

ATTENTION
Postal History & Literature Dealers

Trade discounts are available on United States
Post Offices, Volumes 1, 2 & 3, as well as other
La Posta Publications.

WRITE OR CALL:
James E. Lee, P.O. Drawer 250,
Wheeling, IL 60090
847-215-7253

La Posta Backnumbers
Backnumbers of La Posta may be purchased
from Sherry Straley, 2214 Arden Way
#199, Sacramento, CA 95825. An index of
all backnumbers through Volume 28 has been
completed by Daniel Y. Meschter and is
available on the La Posta website at www.la-
posta.com.To order backnumbers call  Sherry
at 916-486-9339 or send her an E-mail at:
sherjohn@softcom.net
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

WWW.TOWNCANCEL.COM is the newest
Postal History website. There are currently
17 states online and more coming. Do you
collect State Postal History, Doane Cancels
or cancels of any kind? Check out this site.
Also, up to date Doane Lists of Georgia, Min-
nesota and Wisconsin are online. Gary
Anderson, P.O. Box 600039, St. Paul, MN
55106 [32-3]

CARDS & COVERS: FOR
SALE
US POSTAL HISTORY, mostly 1900 to
present, RPO’s, machines, more, please in-
quire. Color scans free. Paul Bourke, PO Box
125, Ashland, MA 01721
 PaddyBGood@aol.com [32-2]

 TOWNS: WANTED

SUNNY ALBERTA — Alberta town cancels
and postal history. Territorial period forward.
Also Edmonton and Alberta small town card
views, advertising covers, corner cards --
“anything Alberta”. Keith R. Spencer, 5005
Whitemud Road, Edmonton, Alberta,
CANADA T6H 5L2 [32-2]

TOWNS: WANTED

CALIFORNIA: MENDOCINO County to
1900: Albion, Casper, Cleone, Cuffy’s Cove,
Elk, Fish Rock, Fort Bragg, Gualala,
Inglnook, Kibesillah, Little River, Mendocino,
Miller, Navaro, Navaro Ridge, Noyo, Noyo
River, Point Arena, Punta Arenas, Rock Port,
Usal, Westport and Whitesboro. Send pho-
tocopies or priced on approval. Don East
(APS, WCS) P.O. Box 301, Little River, CA
95456 [32-2]

CALIFORNIA - KERN & IMPERIAL County
covers and cards. Especially interested in
Bakersfield corner cards. Send description
or photocopies and prices to John Williams,
887 Litchfield Ave., Sebastopol, CA 95472
[33-6]

CALIFORNIA - SAN BERNARDINO MTNS,
cancels or post cards. Valley of the Moon,
Incline, Moonlake, Switzerland, Crestline,
etc. Russ Keller, P.O. Box 3499, Crestline,
CA 92325 (909) 338-8232 [32-2]

WANTED-WASHINGTON, D.C. covers
bearing the Eagle Carrier stamp of 1861. Carl
Stieg, 260 Merrydale Rd, Apt 15, San Rafael,
CA 94903 [32-2]

TOWNS: WANTED

IDAHO PANHANDLE: Benewah, Bonner,
Boundary, Clearwater, Idaho, Kootenai, La-
tah, Lewis, Nez Perce, and Shoshone Coun-
ties. Interested in all postmarks and other
postal history items. Send photocopies or
priced on approval. Write or e-mail for post
office lists. I will pay all copying or mailing
costs. Peter Larson, 5301 Robinson Park
Rd., Moscow, ID 83843, Tel 208-883-8297,
e-mail plarson@wsu.edu. [32-5]

LOUISIANA and other mid-Gulf Coast states.
Stamped/stampless, etc., postal history
(1790-1920). Individual items/entire corre-
spondences. Ron Trosclair (APS), 1713 Live
Oak St., Metairie, LA 70005-1069, PH: (504)
835-9611 [32-5]

NEBRASKA TERRITORIAL covers (before
Mar 1, 1867) wanted for my personal collec-
tion. Write or send copies. Ken Stach, 15 N.
Morning Cloud Circle, The Woodland, TX
77381 [32-3]

NORTH DAKOTA: all postal history wanted
from territorial to modern. Send photocopies
or on approval. Gary Anderson, P.O. Box
600039, St. Paul, MN 55106 [32-5]

SOUTH DAKOTA Territorial and Statehood
covers  wanted for my personal collection.
Write or send copies. Ken Stach, 15 N. Morn-
ing Cloud Circle, The Woodland, TX 77381
[32-3]

LA POSTA
CLASSIFIED ADS

Only 5 cents per word delivers your message to the
largest and best informed group of postal historians in

America
Word Count 1 issue 3 issues 6 issues

1-25 $1.25 $3.12 $5.94
26-30 $1.50 $3.75 $7.14
31-35 $1.75 $4.35 $8.28
36-40 $2.00 $4.98 $9.48
41-45 $2.25 $5.61 $10.68
46-50 $2.50 $6.24 $11.88
51-55 $2.75 $6.84 $13.02
56-60 $3.00 $7.47 $14.22
61-65 $3.25 $8.10 $15.42
66-70 $3.50 $8.73 $16.62
71-75 $3.75 $9.33 $17.76
76-80 $4.00 $9.96 $18.96
81-85 $4.25 $10.59 $20.16
86-90 $4.50 $11.22 $21.36
91-95 $4.75 $11.82 $22.50
96-100 $5.00 $12.45 $23.70

NOTE:
EXPIRATION DATE SHOWN
AT END OF EACH AD,  i.e.,
[32-2], MEANS AD WILL
EXPIRE WITH THIS ISSUE.

AD DEADLINE FOR NEXT
ISSUE:

 May 20, 2001
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TOWNS: WANTED

WEST POINT, NEW YORK covers --
stampless to 1890 -- wanted for personal col-
lection. Send on approval or photocopies.
Prompt response promised. Richard Helb-
ock, P. O. Box 100, Chatsworth Island, NSW
2469 Australia [32-6].

WISCONSIN - WAUSAU (1850+) Would
anyone have early covers,
with special cancels on the
letter? Looking for the oc-
tagon cancel which was
used in 1870s to 1880s.
Would you have any
DPOs of Marathon
County? Advise, with copy of cover or cov-
ers and price. APS Life Member. William
Grosnick, Sr., 833 11th Avenue, Wausau, WI
54401[32-5]

DOANE CANCELS:
WANTED
Buy, sell and trade Doane Cancels of all
states. Send photocopies or on approval.
Gary Anderson, P.O. Box 600039, St. Paul,
MN 55106 [32-5]

ADVERTISING COVERS:
WANTED

URGENTLY NEEDED: Pre-1900 Philadel-
phia, PA advertising covers illustrated with
buildings and street scenes. Also any paper
memorabilia or postal history from the Phila-
delphia Centennial of 1876. All correspon-
dence answered. Member APS. Gus Spector
,750 S. Main Street, Suite 203, Phoenixville,
PA 19460. [32-2]

LITERATURE: FOR SALE

20VOLUME SET of Linquist “Stamp Special-
ist”. All copies are in very good condition+,
no back separations. Price $200 plus ship-
ping. Ralph Grumke, 2218 Burns, St. Louis,
MO 63114-3614 [32-2]

THE AWARD-WINNING 240-page book of
Wisconsin postal history - Going For the Mail,
A History of Door County Post Offices -- is
now at a special price: $13.00 postpaid from
the author. Jim Hale, 5401 Raymond Road,
Madison, WI 53711. [32-2]

NOW AVAILABLE: Post Offices and Early
Postmasters of Virginia - $49; The Post Of-
fices and Postmasters of Hawaii - $18; The
Post Offices of Alabama to 1900 - $18; The
Post Offices of Georgia - $18. Coming soon
Post Offices of WV and SC. All available from
the author, poastpaid: Richard E. Small,
14502 Oak Cluster Drive, Centrevillw, VA
20120. [32-2]

SUB-STATION POSTAL
MARKINGS: WANTED

SUB-STATION postal markings from any US
city wanted. Especially interested in legible
duplex and MOB markings. Send photo-
copies with firm price to Dennis Pack, 1915
Gilmore Ave., Winona, MN 55987 [32-4]

POST OFFICE FORMS
WANTED

HELD FOR POSTAGE -- US Post Office
Forms #1543, #3540, #3548 sought for study
of varieties -- Need better items and accu-
mulations of common. Write for offer: David
L. Straight, P.O. Box 32858, St. Louis, MO
63132 or e-mail: dls@library.wustl.edu [32-
2]

ADDRESS CORRECTION-- US Post Office
Forms #3547, #3578, #3579 sought for study
of varieties -- Need better items and accu-
mulations of common. Write for offer: David
L. Straight, P.O. Box 32858, St. Louis, MO
63132 or e-mail: dls@library.wustl.edu [32-
2]

EXPRESS COMPANY & Parcel Delivery
Company covers, Corner-Cards, Labels and
Stamps. Locals: Forgeries and Fantasies.
William Sammis, 436 Thomas Road, Ithaca,
NY 14850-9653 E-mail: cds13@cornell.edu
[32-3]

POST OFFICE SEALS on cover and related
seal material. Early through modern. Seals
on cover must be tied. Send priced on ap-
proval, photocopies, or request my offer. Jim
Kotanchik, 48 Nashoba Road, Acton, MA
01720 [31-6]

AIRMAIL COVERS - Commercial Only (No
First Flights or philatelic)-United States to
destinations in Europe, Africa, Asia and
Oceania dating from before 1938. Also C1-
C9 on commercial covers to foreign or do-
mestic addresses. Send priced on approval
or photocopies, or request my offer. Richard
Helbock, P.O. Box 100, Chatsworth Island,
NSW 2469 Australia [32-5]

Let a La Posta Classified ad
send your message to over
1,100 of North America's most
energetic and interested
postal history enthusiasts.As
simple as 1, 2, 3!!!

1) Write down your ad on a
slip of paper;

2)Count words excluding ZIP
code and check the rate card
on page 77 to find the cost &
number of insertions, and

3) Send your ad along with a
check to La Posta, 33470
Chinook Plaza, #216,
Scappoose, OR 97056 and
we'll do the rest.

FOREIGN: WANTED
PRE-WWII commercial air covers mailed
from one country to another country any-
where  in the world. Particularly interested in
iintercontinental mail, i.e, Europe to Asia,
North America to Africa, Australia to Europe,
etc. Send scans or photocopies for my offer,
or on approval to Richard Helbock, PO Box
100, Chatsworth Island, NSW 2469, Austra-
lia  or helbock@la-posta.com
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RANDY STEHLE MAIL BID SALE NUMBER 93
16 Iris Court, San Mateo, CA 94401

Phone: (650) 344-3080; E-mail: RSTEHLE@ix.netcom.com

Minimum Bid $3.00 please.

Phone bids accepted: 650-344-3080

CLOSING DATE: June 13, 2001 (10 PM PST)

CALIFORNIA
1  ACAMPO, 1908 VG TYPE 1 RFD ON PPC. EST. $10
2  ALCATRAZ, 1910 F 4-BAR ON PPC (74-63). EST. $8
3  ALLEND(ALE), 1907 G PARTIAL CDS B/S ON COVER (03-08) EST. $8
4  ALMA, 1910 VG DUPLEX ON PPC (73-52). EST. $4
5  ARBOGA, 1920 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (12-26). EST. $20
6  ARCATA, 1904 VG TYPE 2B RFD ON COVER. EST. $20
7  ASILOMAR, 1916 F 4-BAR ON PPC (14-35). EST. $6
8  ASILOMAR, 1921 G+ LIGHT 4-BAR ON COVER W/CHATTY LETTER. $6
9  AUBURN, 1905 G+ TYPE 2F RFD ON PPC. EST. $10
10  BIG SUR, 1952 VG 4-BAR ON PPC. EST. $4
11  BLANCO, 1912 VG 4-BAR A BIT HIGH ON PPC (73/41). EST. $6
12  BULLARDS BAR, 1912 G+ 4-BAR ON PPC (66-14). EST. $15
13  CAMPBELL, 1904 VG TYPE 2F RFD ROUTE 9 O/S ON PPC. EST. $15
14  CAMPBELL, 1901 VG TYPE 1C RFD ROUTE 2 ON COVER. EST. $10
15  CAMP Mc CALLUM, 1955 G+ 4-BAR ON GPC (41-60). EST. $4
16  CAMP ROBERTS, 1943 F MACHINE FREE FRANK ON PPC. EST. $4
17  CANTARA, 1912 F 4-BAR ON PPC (02-16). EST. $20
18  CAPISTRANO, 1905 VG DUPLEX ON PPC (67-05). EST. $6
19  CARSON BR./WILMINGTON, 1955 G+ LITE DC ON 3x5 CARD (53-55) 8
20  CHINO, 1907 VG TYPE 2FD RFD ROUTE 1 ON PPC. EST. $20
21  CHOWCHILLA, 1896 G+ CDS ON REG REC W/COR BEND (82-05) $25
22  CHOWCHILLA, 1898 VG DC O/S ON REG REC (82-05). EST. $25
23  CHUALAR, 1907 VG LKU MOT-610 ON PPC. EST. $5
24  CONCORD, 1909 G TYPE 2FD RFD ON PPC. EST. $15
25  DELROSA, 1907 F DOANE A BIT O/S ON PPC (93/58). EST. $4
26  DUARTE/STA. A, 1957 F DC ON GPC (57-60). EST. $10
27  EASTYARD, 1902 VG CDS ON CVR W/ENCL. RE: RR/FERRY (01-02) 85
28  ELLISWORTH, 1913 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (01-27). EST. $10
29  EMMETT, 1907 VG DOANE ON PPC W/STAMP GONE (73-08). EST. $30
30  ETNA MILLS, 1907 VG DOANE ON PPC (64-21). EST. $4
31  FOLSOM, 1901 VG TYPE 1 RFD ON COVER. EST. $20
32  FOSTER, 1909 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (93-16). EST. $20
33  FRODSHAM, 1910 F 4-BAR ON PPC (10-22). EST. $20
34  GILROY, 1902 G+ TYPE 2B RFD ROUTE 25 ON GPC. EST. $20
35  GRAHAM STATION, 1912 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (11-18). EST. $10
36  HALLECK, 1909 VG 4-BAR ON PPC W/COR TONING (84-25). EST. $6
37  HARDY, 1908 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (02/15). EST. $20
38  HAYDENHILL, 1910 F 4-BAR ON PPC (78/17). EST. $12
39  HILTON, 1907 VG EKU SON-1905 ON PPC (94-53). EST. $4
40  HOLLISTER, 1914 G DUPLEX ON PPC. EST. $4
41  JACKSONVILLE, 191X G+ 4-BAR A BIT HIGH ON PPC (51-18). E. $8
42  KERN BR., 1914 VG DUPLEX ON PPC (08-24). EST. $4
43  LAUREL DELL, 1908 G+ 4-BAR ON PPC (00/26). EST. $8
44  LEESVILLE, 191X VG 4-BAR ON PPC (74-20). EST. $10
45  LIBERTY FARMS, 1952 F FD 4-BAR ON COVER (52- ). EST. $4
46  MAMMOTH, 1911 F 4-BAR ON PPC W/MINOR SCRAPES (07/25). E $8
47  MARTINEZ, 1907 G+ TYPE 1 RFD ON PPC. EST. $15
48  MAYHEWS, 1907 G+ LIGHT CDS A BIT O/S ON PPC (91-22). EST. $8
49  MEW ALMADEN, 1908 VG MISSPELLING ON PPC (61-21 PER). EST. $4
50  MOUNTAIN VIEW, 1901 VG TY 1 RFD RTE 1 ON CVR RED’D @ RT $20
51  NORTH BLOOMFIELD, 1918 VG 4-BAR ON COVER (57-42). EST. $6
52  OCEAN BEACH, 1915 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (07-28). EST. $4
53  OMIRA, VG 1910 EKU 4-BAR ON PPC W/2   SCRAPE (10/18). E. $25
54  PANOCHE, 1908 F TYPE 1 DOANE ON PPC W/STAMP GONE (70-15) 8
55  PINNACLES, 1941 F 4-BAR ON COVER (24-53). EST. $4
56  POINT RICHMOND, 1909 F DUPLEX ON PPC (02-12). EST. $4
57  POMONA, 1900 VG TYPE 1C ROUTE 1 ON COVER. EST. $20
58  PRESIDIO OF MONTEREY, 1943 VG   FREE   MACHINE ON PPC. EST. $4
59  PRIZE, 1906 VG CDS ON PPC (00-19). EST. $10
60  QUINTETTE, 1906 F TYPE 1 DOANE ON PPC (03-12). EST. $15
61  ROADS END, 1955 VG LD 4-BAR ON COVER (36-55). EST. $5
62  ROUNDTOP, 1909 F CDS (STATE NOT STRUCK) ON PPC (87-07). $35
63  SANDBERG, 1925 VG 4-BAR ON COVER (18-44). EST. $6
64  SAN GABRIEL, 1904 G TYPE 2B RFD ON PPC. EST. $20
65  SAN JOSE, 1901 VG TYPE  1B RFD ON GPC. EST. $15
66  SAN LUCAS, 1906 F LKU MOT-3170 ON PPC. EST. $6
67  SANTA ANITA, 1940 VG LD 4-BAR ON COVER. EST. $6
68  SANTA MARIA, 1907 VG TYPE 2F RFD ON PPC. EST. $10
69  SARATOGA, 1903 G TYPE 1AS RFD ON COVER. EST. $15
70  SCOTTY’S CASTLE, 1949 F 4-BAR ON 3x5 CARD. EST. $5
71  SEMITROPIC, 1907 VG LKU KER-3720 REC’D ON CVR (93-13) . E 15
72  SHELLVILLE, 1914 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (88-31). EST. $6
73  SOLEDAD, 1907 VG DUPLEX ON PPC. EST. $4
74  SONOMA, 1906 G TYPE 1 RFD ROUTE 1 ON PPC. EST. $15
75  SPANISH CREEK, 1954 F 4-BAR ON COVER. EST. $4
76  SPRECKLES, 1911 VG DUPLEX ON PPC (98-73). EST. $6
77  STOCKTON, 1904 G+ TYPE 1 RFD ON COVER. EST. $15
78  TABLE ROCK, 1911 VG CDS ON PPC (57-22). EST. $4
79  THE GEYSERS, 1919 G WORN 4-BAR ON PPC (93-35). EST. $6
80  TRES PINOS, 1909 G+ 4-BAR ON PPC. EST. $4
81  TRES PINOS, 1911 VG DUPLEX ON PPC. EST. $4
82  TUTTLETOWN, 1911 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (57/22). EST. $10
83  WALSH STATION, 1912 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (76-17). EST. $8

COLORADO
84  CARDIFF, 1911 VG 4-BAR A BIT O/S ON PPC (89-18). EST. $15
85  HAPPYVILLE, 1912 F 4-BAR ON PPC (10-22). EST. $35
86  HARTSEL, 1909 VG DOANE ON PPC. EST. $4
87  RAVEN, 1909 F 4-BAR ON PPC (98-39). EST. $6
88  WOLF CREEK, 1912 VG 4-BAR ON PPC W/1-1/2   CRACK (10-19) $25

IDAHO
89  CABINET, 1911 VG 4-BAR REC’D ON PPC (05-54). EST. $6
90  NEELEY, 1916 G+ 4-BAR ON PPC (02/18). EST. $20
91  PEND D’OREILLE, 1891 G+ CDS ON CVR W/ENCL (82-93). EST. $75

MONTANA
92  CARLTON, 1908 G WORN EKU DOANE ON PPC (83-08).EST. $15
93  CHESTNUT, 1909 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (97/14). EST. $20
94  GREGSON, 1910 F 4-BAR REC’D ON PPC (97-37). EST. $6

MONTANA (Continued)
95  NICKWALL, 1917 G+ LIGHT 4-BAR ON PPC (09-41). EST. $6
96  SAINT MARY, 1913 F 4-BAR ON PPC (98/15). EST. $80
97  WOLD, 1911 F 4-BAR ON PPC (09-12). EST. $75

OREGON
98  AMITY, ca1910 F TYPE 11F (SCRIBBLE) RFD ON PPC. EST. $4
99  AUSTIN, 1917 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (88-50). EST. $6
100  BREITENBUSH, 1932 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (28-53). EST. $6
101  CARNATION, 1906 LKU DOANE ON PPC (05/33). EST. $20
102  COMSTOCK, 1910 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (76/24). EST. $12
103  CORD, 1908 F TYPE 1 DOANE ON PPC (97-17). EST. $20
104  DALLAS/POLK CO., 1893 F REG REC DOUBLE OVAL COGGED T&C. $10
105  DODGE, 12/12/07 VG LKU DOANE ON PPC (96-14). EST. $20
106  EARL, 1913 VG CDS ON PPC (98-25). EST. $12
107  LINKVILLE, 1882 VG LIGHT TC ON GPC (71-92). EST. $35
108  MEADOW, 1911 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (10-19). EST. $20
109  REUBEN, 1908 VG CDS REC’D ON PPC W/CREASE (90-23). EST. $8
110  WHITE PINE, 1916 VG 4-BAR ON PC (STATE = PARTIAL) (12-18) 75
111  YANKTON, 1914 F 4-BAR ON PPC (94-31). EST. $6

WASHINGTON
112  DWAMISH, 1899 VG CDS ON COVER W/ENCL & CUT COR (60/01). $20
113  EDGEWATER, 1912 VG 4-BAR REC’D & A BIT O/S ON PPC (11-15). 8
114  LAKEHEAD, 1907 VG DOANE REC’D ON FRONT OF PPC (04-10). $25
115  LAWRENCE, 1910 VG DOANE ON PPC (92-31). EST. $6
116  TACOMA/MILITARY BR., 1917 VG DUPLEX ON RP OF TENTS (16-17) 8
117  WILDWOOD, 1910 F 4-BAR ON PPC (89-30). EST. $6

RPO’s (Towle Types)
118  DETROIT & ALGONAC RFD, 1906 G+ (Q-3-d) ON PPC. EST. $15
119  FT. PIERCE & KEY WEST, 1914 VG (392.A-2) ON PPC. EST. $6
120  (FA)YETTE & OKMULGEE, 1908 G+ PARTIAL (462-B-1) ON PPC. $6
121  HAMLET & ATLA, 1929 VG (331-U-1) ON COVER. EST. $6
122  HOUSTON & BEEVILLE, 1909 F (782-D-1) ON PPC. EST. $6
123  LEX & FLEMING, 1938 F (543-C-1) ON GPC. EST. $4
124  LINCOLN & O’NEILL, 1932 VG (947.10-A-1) ON GPC W/COR BEND. 5
125  LINTON & ROSCOE TRS, 1937 VG (887.3-B-1) ON GPC. EST. $6
126  LITTLE FALLS & MORRIS, 1937 VG (881.1-C-1) ON GPC. EST. $6
127  L. ROCK & WINNFIELD, 1936 VG (460-E-3) ON GPC. EST. $4
128  LONGVIEW & BEAU, 1935 F (491-D-2) ON GPC W/SM STAIN. EST. $5
129  LOS ANG & RED BEACH, 1931 VG (998-F-1) ON GPC. EST. $10
130  LOS ANG & SAN PEDRO, 1935 F (998-G-1) ON GPC. EST. $10
131  LOUISVILLE & DANVILLE, 1938 VG (529-B-2) ON GPC. EST. $4
132  LOU.HUNT & EVANS, 1938 VG (673-J-2) ON GPC. EST. $4
133  LYKENS & LEBANON, 1936 VG (186-C-1) ON GPC. EST. $4
134  LYNCH & PINEVILLE, 1938 F (527-J-2) ON GPC. EST. $4
135  LYNCH & DURHAM, 1939 VG (300.1-A-4) ON GPC. EST. $4
136  MALAD CY & S.L. CITY, 1930 VG LIGHT (973.1-C-1) ON GPC. $8
137  MARION & COLS, 1938 F (327.5-F-1) ON GPC. EST. $4
138  MAX & SANISH, 1937 F (880.2-F-2) ON GPC. EST. $6
139  McHENRY & VAL CITY, 1937 F (888.8-B-1) ON GPC. EST. $8
140  McLAUGH & NEW ENG, 1937 G+ (887.4-A-1) ON GPC. EST. $6
141  MILW & WYEVILLE, 1937 F (842-I-1) ON GPC. EST. $6
142  MOBRIDGE & FAITH, 1937 F (887.5-A-1) ON GPC. EST. $8
143  MONTROSE & GR JCT, 1940 F (957-I-1) ON GPC. EST. $8
144  MOSCOW & HAAS, 1935 F (896.5-B-1) ON GPC. EST. $10
145  MUSKOGEE & OSAGE, 1935 G+ (923.5-A-2) ON GPC. EST. $5
146  NESTORIA & DULUTH, 1937 F (638-L-2) ON GPC. EST. $4
147  NEWELL & CHADRON, 1940 VG (936-P-1) ON GPC. EST. $6
148  NEWNAN & COLS, 1938 G+ (358-F-1) ON GPC. EST. $4
149  N.Y. & FAR ROCK, 1930 F (152.2-B-2) ON GPC. EST. $4
150  NORFOLK & ROANOKE, 1936 F (NEW TYPE) ON GPC. EST. $4
151  NORF & WILM, 1938 F (313-F-2) ON GPC. EST. $4
152  NORFOLK & WINNER, 1935 F (939-C-1) ON GPC. EST. $6
153  NO. CREEK & SARA SPGS, 1936 F (100-F-1) ON GPC. EST. $6
154  NO. PLATTE & DENVER, 1940 F (950-K-1) ON GPC. EST. $4
155  NO. PLATTE & GERING, 1935 F (948.4-A-2) ON GPC. EST. $5
156  N. VERNON & LOUIS, 1938 F (650-J-2) ON GPC. EST. $5
157  OAKDALE & KIRBYVILLE, 1935 F (491-E-I). EST. $6
158  OAKES & HURON, 1937 VG (887.1-E-2) ON GPC. EST. $6
159  OELWEIN & CLARION, 1932 F (NEW TYPE) ON GPC. EST. $6
160  OMAHA & WYMORE, 1935 F (940-G-2) ON PPC .EST $10
161  ONTARIO & BURNS, 1935 F (896.11-A-1)  ON GPC. EST. $10
162  ONTONAGON & CHANNING, 1937 G (648-J-1) ON GPC. EST. $6
163  ORD & GD ISLAND, 1935 F (988.2-B-1) ON GPC. EST. $6
164  OROVILLE & WENATCHEE, 1931 VG (902.3-B-2) ON GPC. EST. $8
165  OWEN & ST. PAUL, 1942 VG (844-U-1) ON GPC. EST. $4
166  OWENS & RUSSELLV, 1938 F (536-C-1) ON GPC. EST. $6
167  OWENYO & MOJAVE, 1931 VG (990-F-1) ON GPC. EST. $10
168  OX & ST. FRANCIS, 1935 VG (947.7-B-1) ON GPC. EST. $4
169  PADUCAH & HICKMAN, 1938 VG (516-H-1) ON GPC. EST. $4
170  PALESTINE & HOUSTON, 1936 VG (485-J-1) ON GPC. EST. $4
171  PALMER & BURWELL, 1936 F (947.2-E-1) ON GPC. EST. $6
172  PEKIN & SPOF, 1940 F (720-H-1) ON GPC. EST. $4
173  PEORIA & MARSHALLTOWN, 1937 F (751-H-1) ON GPC. EST. $4
174  PEORIA & MASON C., 1931 VG (751-L-1) ON GPC. EST. $6
175  PEO & OSKA, 1939 F (NEW TYPE) ON GPC. EST. $4
176  PETROSKEY & GRAND RAP, 1931 VG (632-C-1) ON GPC. EST. $4
177  PLYMOUTH & TARBORO, 1937 VG (327.7-C-1) ON GPC. EST. $6
178  POCATELLO & PORT, 1910 G+ (898-P-6) ON PPC. EST. $4
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INDEX OF ADVERTISERS

ADVERTISING IN LA POSTA
La Posta publishes two types of Ads: Display & Auction/Net Price.  Details for placing each are as
follows:

DISPLAY ADS - May be run on a contract basis for one, three or  six insertions.  Ad contents may be
changed at any time, provided proper notice is given.  Contract  rates for ads of varying sizes are as
follows:

 Ad Size One Issue Three Issues Six Issues
 1/8-page $13.00 $29.90 $54.60
 1/4-page $30.00 $69.00 $126.00
1/2-page $55.00 $126.50 $231.00

1-page $100.00 $230.00 $420.00
These charges include Type setting & Layout

AUCTION/NET PRICE ADS:

The charge for placing a 1/2-page ad is $45.00; 1 -page $90.00; 2-pages $170.00

These prices are for prepaid camera ready copy.  Add $15 typing charge is for 1/2-page auctions, $35
for 1-page auctions; and auctions over 1-page must be camera ready, transmitted via E-mail or
provided on computer disc.

Ad Deadlines are as follows: Dec/Jan issue - Nov 20;  Feb/Mar issue - Jan 20;  Apr/May
issue - Mar 20;  Jun/Jul issue - May 20; Aug/Sep issue - July 20; Oct/Nov issue - Sep 20.

La Posta, 33470 Chinook Plaza, Suite 216, Scappoose, OR 97056

or

P.O. Box 100, Chatsworth Island, NSW 2469 Australia


