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PUBLISHER'S PAGE

We are pleased to relinquish our commentary space this
month to Associate Editor Michael Dattolico, who has
prepared some thoughts which should have universal
appeal.

Passing The Torch
by Michael Dattolico

y love of philately began in 1957 when |
M wasa 10-year-old boy scout working on my
stamp collecting merit badge. A friend had
aready started a collection of U.S. stamps, and he
encouraged me to work with him. To get me started,
he gave me many of his duplicate stamps. | used my
alowanceto purchase a$1.49 abum and some hinges.
Despite my friend’sassurancethat it would be an easy
merit badge, | went into the venture with only asmat-
tering of stamps, acheap album and no knowledge of
stamp collecting.

Oneof our volunteer scout leaderswasakindly gentle-
man who was a prominent lawyer in our town. He
was a so an ardent philatelist who offered to help us
complete the merit badge requirements. During one
meeting, hetold us how much fun he had had collect-
ing stamps in his youth. He introduced us to various
thingsthat dl stamp collectorsuse: tongs, hinges, mag-
nifying glasses, perforation gauges and catal ogs. | was
in awe as the lawyer patiently explained what perfo-
rations and coils were, and the difference between
regular issues and commemorative stamps. | remem-
ber that it wasn't so much what he said about stamp
collecting that captivated my attention. Rather, it was
the intensity of his talk about the hobby that
excited me. After hearing him speak, | really wanted
to learn more about collecting stamps.

Histalk ended with an unexpected bonanza. Theavun-
cular gentleman announced that he had some U.S.
stamp albums in the attic of his law office. Incred-
ibly, he gave us permission to peruse his albums and
take out whatever we needed for our collections. To
gain access to his attic, al we had to do wastell his
secretary that we were from Troop 35, Fort Myers,
and that we were working on our stamp collecting
merit badge. Those were the magic words
which led to what we regarded as a modern-day trea-
sure trove.

| remember the first time that we went to his law of-
fice after school. We found four nearly filled albums,
plus many partially filled pages. With tongs in hand,
we spent several happy hours taking what we needed
for our collections. | dtill recall the excitement of
clutching stamps with my tongs and identifying them
in Scott’scatalog. | felt asimilar thrill when | mounted
them in my album.

My memory of the next scout meeting is still clear.
My friend and | presented our albumsto him to show
what we had taken from his albums. We proudly
watched as the attorney inspected our pages, smiled
broadly, and launched into atalk about the merit badge
requirements. | felt exhilarated.

Then one night, when we had nearly accomplished
our merit badge requirements, he explained that while
collecting the stamps themselves was a
fine hobby, there was another way to collect them.
Our mentor told us that it was also fun to collect the
actual envelopes upon which the stampswere affixed.
He used theword, “cover,” explaining that it wasthe
envelope itself, and he showed us part of his first-
day-of-issue cover collection. He then promised to
give 5 first-day-of-issue coversto each scout who re-
ceived the merit badge. | got my merit badge, and our
advisor let me pick thefirst-day coversfrom hisextra
stock. | still have them.

Looking back, | don't think that the man was simply
being generous when he alowed us to have some of
hisfirst-day covers. Today hisintent seemsmoreclear.
| believe that the kindly lawyer was letting us know
that there was more to philately than just filling an
abum page with stamps. | continue to feel that he
wastrying to broaden our philatelic horizons by |ead-
ing us to another facet of philately: postal history. In
any case, | had fallen in love with our hobby and re-
mained an enthusiastic stamp collector during my
early teen years.

Adulthood approached. | left for college when | was
17 yearsold, graduated with adegreein physical edu-
cation, married my college sweetheart, and began
teaching physical educationin August, 1969. Therig-
ors of being a new husband and starting a teaching
career, however, pushed my philatelic interests to a
much lower priority. | had little time for philately, so
| gave the stamp collection to my two younger broth-
ers.



M arch 2001

My life then took an odd turn. Unexpectedly, | was
called up for military service in June, 1970. | had to
put my teaching career on hold and temporarily leave
my family. It was an anxious, disruptive time for me.
But from a philatelic standpoint, a new chapter was
beginning.

Remembering the old lawyer and his passion for col-
lecting covers, | asked my wife and others who wrote
to me to open my letters carefully and save the enve-
lopes. | tried to save their mail to me, but servingin a
perpetually wet, tropical place madeit difficult to pre-
serve paper. When | came home, though, | gathered
the covers that friends and loved ones had saved for
me. Many of the actual letters | wrote were gone, but
the covers were all there. Seeing them excited me.
Thus, | began the transition from stamp collector to
cover collector/postal historian by using my own mail
sent from overseasasastart. That was nearly 30 years
ago. My passion for postal history has continued to
grow over the years. | remain dedicated to our hobby
as a collector, researcher and writer.

But today, another turn in my philatelic evolution is
taking place. Just as the lawyer interested me in phi-
lately 43 years ago, |’ ve had asimilar chanceto bring
ayoung person into our postal history ranks. The bud-
ding philatelist is my 17-year-old nephew, Jonathan.
Let metell you about him.

La Posta

Jonathan is a senior in the Dublin, Ohio school dis-
trict who will graduate in June. He is a baseball fa-
natic who compl eted a successful season as a center
fielder last spring. He's a southpaw who lookslike a
young, rangy Ty Cobb. “Than” (short for Jonathan)
is also an accomplished glider pilot who isworking
towards getting his private pilot’s license. But be-
sides baseball and flying, Jonathan is also interested
in collecting stamps.

Last summer, the stamp issue called “Legends of
Baseball” went on sale at post officesthroughout the
nation. The issue features early-to-mid 20th century
baseball players who have been inducted into the
baseball Hall of Fame. Knowing that Jonathan likes
anything connected with baseball, | bought a sheet
of the stamps, affixed each stamp to an individual
envelope, and either mailed or hand-carried them to
various Columbus post office branches and nearby
town post offices. | asked the clerk at each post of-
fice to apply hig’her nicest postmark on the stamp. |
put my own mailing label on the covers, since most
of the postal workers insisted that the covers must
pass through the mails. But every clerk with whom |
worked on this project was very helpful.

The cancellations applied to the baseball stamps are
all attractive, and afew are somewhat unique. Espe-
cialy niceisthe envelope with the Columbus Clip-
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Figure 1. The Eddie Collins stamp which is the fourth stamp in the first horizontal row. A cancellation applied at
a postal branch of the Columbus post office situated either at or near Clippers Sadiumisthe the main feature.
The Columbus Clippers are the AAA farm team of the New York Yankees.
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perspostal station marking. For those of youwho don’t
live in central Ohio, the Clippers are the AAA New
York Yankees farm team. Every cover bearing one of
the baseball stamps was received by the end of sum-
mer. | mounted the coversin alargeframe and gave it
to Jonathan as a Xmas gift. He received the set of
covers with great enthusiasm. Shown here are afew
of thebaseball coversthat were presented to Jonathan.
They are labeled as figures 1 through 6.

M arch 2001

Those of uswho collect covers should keep in mind
that postal historians of the future will be collecting
themail that we arereceiving today. L eaving alegacy
for future collectors is everyone's responsibility. We
must all “passthetorch” to the new generation when
we can.

Figure 2

¥ Wk Dt
B Berrasd B
Cabwrmbun OH 43204

Figure 5

Figure 2. Samp honoring Ty Cobb, which appears as the 2nd stamp in the top horizontal row. Wth the exclusion of
records held by banned player, Pete Rose, many of Cobb’s records remain unbroken. Figure 3. Samp commemorating
Cy Young, the native Ohioan who won 511 games during his career, which is the most wins of all pitchersin baseball
history. Figure 4. The Tris Speaker stamp, shown as the 4th stamp in the 4th horizontal row of the stamp issue. Speaker
played for the Cleveland Indians and was a yearly contender with Ty Cobb for the American League batting title.
Figure5. Thefirst stamp in thefirst horizontal row highlights Saint Louis Browns 1st-baseman George Ssler,
considered by many to be the best 1st-baseman in the history of baseball. The stamp istied by a red double-circle
cancellation applied at the Oakland Park branch of the Columbus post office. Figure 6. Shown hereis the Lefty Grove
commemor ative stamp cancelled at the Oakland Park branch of the Columbus post office. Grove's record of 31-4 for
the 1931 Philadel phia Athletics is one of the best seasonal records in baseball history. He also won 16 gamesin a row

that year.
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POSTAL HISTORIANS
ON LINE

Thefollowing individuals have expressed an
interest in corresponding with other collectorsviae-
mail. Namesarefollowed by specific interest (where
known) and complete e-mail address. If you would
liketojointhislist in futureissues of La Posta, send

usanoteviae-mail at helbock@ a-posta.com

Paul G. Abgjian [Vermont postal history]
— PGA@vbimail.champlain.edu
Murray Abramson [4th Bureaus & air to foreign dest.ination]
— abram001@mc.duke.edu
Charlie Adrion [Flag Cancels] — adrionc@mail.idt.net
Carl W. Albrecht [Certified Mail/Postal Forms & Labels)
— calbrech@infinet.com
Jim Alexander [Texas Postal History]
— JAlexab943@aol .com
John Amberman [Dealer]
— amberman@ambermanpostal history.com
Gary Anderson [US Doanes & ND postal history]
— garyndak @ix.netcom.com
Kirk Andrews — kirk.j.andrews@intel.com
A.A. Armstrong, Jr. [Western Nebraska & S.D. butcher
PPCs] — draa@rockski.net
Roland Austin [Liberty Series & Modern p.h.]
— raustin13@aol.com
John Azarkevich [Military postal history dealer]
— john.a2z@worldnet.att.net
Harold Babb [Southern States postal history]
— babbx01@netside.com
Mark Baker [CA & NV postal history dealer]
— mbcovers@directcon.net
Michael A. Ball [AlaskaArctic & Antarctic incl. military]
— BallAgency@aol.com
Alan Banks[Missouri] — abanks7@aol.com
Richard Bard, Jr. — dbard@plix.com
John H. Barwis— j.h.barwis@siep.shell.com
John E. Beane, MD [West Virginia postal history]
— JBEANE@prodigy.net
William R. Beith [Eastern Oregon] — WRBeith@aol.com
Henry J. Berthelot [train, ship wreck mail & US postal card
p.h.]— hankberthel ot@yahoo.com
Henry Betz [Franklin Co., PA & Cumberland Valey RR]
— hbetz@epix.net
Jim Blandford [Mich. Doanes & Early Detrait]
— jblandf526@aol.com
Tim Boardman [Washington PH, photos, books & maps]
— Simcoe@gconn.com
Joe Bock [Airmail/US Transports] — jorobock @sedona.net
Caj Brejtfus[1851-61 3c & Machine cancels)
— brejtfus@earthlink.com
Deane Briggs, MD [Florida Postal History]
— dbriggs2@tampabay.rr.com
Roger S. Brody [US 2nd Bureau issue] — RSBCO@aol.com
Mark Bur nett [Washington-Franklins Series]
— MBuUr331547@aol.com
Raymond Buse [Cincinnati & Clermont Co., OH p.h.]
— stamppat@aol.com
Conrad L. Bush [Confederate Fancy & Unusua Cancels)
— bearclan@brandons.net
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James W. Busse [San Diego Co.p.h.] — Jimb1997@aol.com
C & H Stamps[Canal Zone, DWI postal history]
— CZCD@aol.com
Gary Carlson [machine cancels]
— gcarlson@columbus.rr.com
Glenda & John Cheramy [Dedlers] -- gcheramy@home.com
Bob Chow [Colorado] — rc71135@aol.com
Douglas Clark [Railway Mail] —dnc@al pha.math.uga.edu
Tom Clarke [Philadel phia] — ocl-tom@ix.netcom.com
L ouis Cohen [Kentucky postal history]
—cohenstamps32@aol.com
Giles Cokelet [Montana postal history]
— giles_c@coe.montana.edu
Robert W. Collins [Korean War & “Callins’ postmarks]
— rwcohio@juno.com &/or ohiowc@aol.com
Joe H. Croshby [Oklahoma & Indian Territory p.h.]
— joecrosby @home.com
E. Rod Crossley [CA RPOs & Ventura Co.]
— rcrossley@worldnet.att.net
Tony L. Crumbley [NC & Confederate postal history]
— crumbley@infi.net
Richard Curtin — curtin@inreach.com
Allison W. Cusick [Ohio & WV p.h.; Doanes & Non-stndrd]
— awcusick@aol.com
Matt Dakin [Mississippi Postal History]
— patdakin@mindspring.com
Mike Dattolico [La Posta Associate Editor]
— MMDATTOL @aol.com
Hugh J.W. Daugherty [Postal History Dealer]
— hjwd@capecod.net
Doug De Roest [Oregon postal history OR & WA Doanes)
— deroest@oregontrail .net
John L. DuBois— jld@thlogic.com
Leonard M. Eddy [Oklahoma & Arkansas p.h.]
— Imeddy @arkansas.net
Craig Eggleston [US Possessions] — cae@airmail.net
Sephen W. Ekstrom [US Transports & Connecticut p.h.]
— SWEKSTROM @aol.com
JamesF. Elin [Arizonapost. hist.] — JamesFElin@aol.com
Mike Ellingson [North Dakota p.h.]
— mikeellingson@juno.com
Alyce and Don Evans [WVaand LosAngeles, CA, p..ht]
— DEvansUSAF@aol.com
Wayne Farley [West VirginiaP. H.]
— CWFARLEY @aol.com
Richard Farquhar — FARQRICH@aol.com
L ouis Fiset [WWII civilian internment ph]
— fiset@u.washington.edu
Jane King Fohn — Jkfohnl1442@aol.com
Jim Forte [Dealer] — jimforte@postal history.com
& Website http://postal history.com
Nancy Foutz [postcard dealer] — dexterpc@bestweb.net
Myron Fox [US & German censorship & WWI & WWII]
— MyronFox1@aol.com
GeneFricks[Literature, TN & NJPH]
— ernest.fricks@stoneweb.com
Bob Gaudian [Connecticut Postal History]
— rgstamper @aol.com
Don Garrett [Mississippi] — Donompix@aol.com
John Ger mann [Texas postal history & ship covers]
— jghist@neosoft.com
Jerry Gorman [Rhode Island PH]
— barbarag@worldnet.att.net
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POSTAL HISTORIANS ON LINE

John Grabowski [20th Cent. postal history, esp. Prexy erad]
— minnjohn@concentric.net
Ken Grant — kgrant@uwc.edu
Thomas E. Greene [Rhode Island PH] —TGBG@aol.com
John Grosse — johngrosse@compuserve.com
Ted Gruber [Nevada] — TedGruber@aol.com
E. J. Guerrant [Unusua US Stamp Usages]
— guerrant@oio.net
Alex Gundel [Mail to Foreign Destinations]
— Alexander.Gundel @dir.de
Michael Gutman [Mass ph & 19th cent,. Precancels]
— Mikeg94@aol.com
Larry Haller [Handstamped Flags] — LJHaller@aol.com
Art Hadley [Indiana postal history] — ahadley@hsonline.net
Ken Hamlin [Montana postal history & ephemera]
— kphamlin@in-tch.com
Lou Hannen [Classic Railway & Waterways)
— loucanoe@3rddoor.com
Scott Hansen [US Navy WWII, Philippines & Cent. Michigan]
— hansens@genrad.com
John T. Hardy, Jr. [US postal cards & Philippines]
— john_hardy@msn.com
Ron Harmon [Florida PH] — rrhrm@hotmail.com
L eonard Hartman [Literature deal er] —www.pbbooks.com
Thomas Hayes [South Dakota & Wyoming p.h]
— dakter@nvc.net
Bill Helmer [Nevada] bill5168@worldnet.att.net
Gary Hendren [Missouri PH] —
Lynda_Hendren@mac.pattonville.k12.mo.us
Monte Hensley [Mexico prel868 & Revolution]
— MHENSLEY @IBM.NET
Jack Hilbing [Illinois and Pennsylvanina postal hisory]
— fjackh@msn.com
Terence Hines [Hanover, NH & #E12-21 on cover]
— thines@fsmail.pace.edu
Joe Horn — horn@mail.utexas.edu
John Hotchner — IMHStamp@ix.netcom.com
Pete Hubicki [1861 3c & Columbia, Montour &
Northumberland Co., PA]
— phubicki @carolina.rr.com
Sefan T. Jaronski [IthacaNY p. h.; Confed. States military ph]
— bug@midrivers.com
Cary E. Johnson [Michigan p.h.; Railway, Waterway
& Streetcars] — cejohn@umich.edu
Jim Johnson [Dealer - Postal History USA]
— phiusa@netpath.net
CharlesA. Jones [CO & Prexy postal history]
— cgjones@gj.net
Gordon Katz [Postal History on Postcards & Maryland]
— g.ekatz@worldnet.att.net
Phil Kay [Hawaiian postal history] — pilau@al oha.net
Robert Keatts [WallaWalla Co., WA p.h.]
— |keatts@mail .bmi.net
Kelvin Kindahl [New England p.h.; postmarks]
— kanda@javanet.com
C.Randy Kimes [US Naval covers] — pmarche@jps.net
Jim Klinger [Colorado ph & Navel covers] — IX15@aol.com
John Koehler [Montana postal history]
—jkoehler@wa.freei.net
Van Koppersmith [Alabama & Mississippi p.h.]
— cleave3@aol.com
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Jim Kotanchik [Franklin Co., MA & PO Sedls]
— jkotanchik @flashcom.net
Rick Kunz [RPO, AGT, RR postmarks]
— rkunz@eskimo.com & www.eskimo.com/~rkunz/
Walter LaForce[USDoanes& NY RFD & Co/PM cancels)
—vlwl@dellnet.com
Gary Laing [Virginia p.h.] — laing@naxs.com
Curt J. Lamm [Unusual 1851-61 townmarks]
--cjlamm@netstorm.net
Eliot A. Landau — LAND1942@a0l.com
Peter B. Larson [Northern Idaho] — plarson@wsu.edu
Ken Lawrence — apsken@aol.com
Wes L eather ock — wleath@sandbox.dynip.com
JamesE. Lee[Philatelic Literature Dealer]
— philately2@earthlink.net & www.jameslee.com
Brian R. Levy [Long Island PH & Expositions]
— BELLOBL@AOL.COM
MingKung Jason Liu [China/US combinations & crash cvrs]
— mliu@DataPathSystems.Com
Mike Ludeman [Texas p.h.] — mml@computek.net
al so www.computek.net/public/mml/tx_philately.html
Len Lukens[Oregon p.h. & trans-Pacific airmail]
— llukens@easystreet.com
David Lyman [World postmarks on covers or piece]
— postmark@sympatico.ca
Max Lynds [Aroostock Co., Maine p.h.] — max@ainop.com
Tom Maringer [Arkansas PH] — maringer@arkansas.net
Robert L. Markovits— Irim@pioneeris.net
Peter Martin — pmartin@amospress.com
Doug Marty - [Dealer Postal History, Ephemera, Postcards]
— dmarty @wtp.net
Chester M. M aster s— chetmasters@mail.wa.freei.net
Bernard Mayer [Oklahoma] — Bernie@m47303.com
David M cCor d — damac52@home.com
Harry McDowell [Columbia SC Confed. p.h.]
— harmacd@aol.com
Chuck & Jan M cFarlane [Ausdenmoore-M cFarlane Stamps]
— Mcmichigan@aol.com
Bob McKain [Western PA]- bmckain@nb.net
Michael J. McMorrow [Vermont photocards & POW cards
of WWI & WWII] — SFA@SOVER.NET
Michael E. Mead [Britannia Enterprises - postal history dealer]
— meadbe@s-way.com
Jim Mehrer — mehrer@postal -history.com
& website http://www.postal - history.com
Mark Metkin [Idaho postal history]
— metkin@mindspring.com
Jewell Meyer [Arizona] — jimeyer@pe.net
JamesW. Milgram, M.D. [U.S. postal history and historical
letters, esp. Civil War & West] — j-milgram@nwu.edu
Corbin Miller [Idaho Ph.] — corbinlm@yahoo.com
Jim Miller [Dealer] — jmiller@cariboo.bc.ca
Steve Morehead [Colorado postal history]
— steveasc@ix.netcom.com
Bob Munshower — bearmt19@mail.idt.net
Larry Neal [Holmes Co., Ohio postal history]
—larryln@valkyrie.net
Bill Nix [Skamania Co., WA] — wanix@gorge.net
Jim Noll — jenca@pachbell.net
Martin Nicholson — Martin@crozet.demon.co.uk
CharlesA. O’Dell [Missouri & eastern Colorado]
— odellcd@earthlink.net
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POSTAL HISTORIANS ON LINE

Kevin O'Reilly [NWT, Yukon & Labrador; USAPOsin
Canada] — xcarc@ssimicro.com
Clay Olson [Tioga Co., PA] — shawmut@home.com
James Or cutt [Washington] — jorcutt@u.washington.edu
Dennis Pack [Utah ph & Branch offices)
— dpack@VAX2.WinonaMSUS.EDU
John Palm [Merced & Mariposa Co., CA]
—jwpam@elite.net
Ed Patera[California] — ELPATERA @a0l.com
Bob Patkin [Machine cancels]| — bpat@shore.net
James Patter son — patterson@azbar.org
Eustolio G. Perez [Deder/Collector Mexico to US covers]
— SouthwestCC@Prodigy.net
Walt Potts [Monona Co., lowa] — Pottsplit@aol.com
Sephen Prigozy [Telegraph covers| — prigozys@aol.com
AdaM. Prill [Delarare Co., NY]
— ada@math.rochester.edu
Pete Rathwell — prathwell @swlaw.com
Byron L. Reed [South Dakota p.h.] — byronreed@aol.com
Robert Quinetero [Detroit River Sta/lMailboat 1895-Current]
— qover@ameritech.net
Norm Ritchie [CO, UT, AZ & NM postal history]
— mnp@ctos.com
Roger Rhoads [UX1 & UX3 cancels & PH]
— rrrhoads@aol.com
Thomas Richardson [North Carolina PH.]
— stamps@northstate.net
Harold Richow [WWII Alaska, USin Canada &
Philippines] — harr@pe.net
William B. Robinson [Wisconsin p.h./postal history dealer]
—whbrob@hotmail.com
Julius Rockwell [Alaska] — juliusro@al aska.net
Robert G. Rose [New Jersey p.h.] — rrose@phks.com
Steve Roth — smroth@itsanet.com
Art Rupert [Rural Branches & Stations]
— aerupert@bentonrea.com
Roger Rydberg [Colorado postal history]
— roger-rydberg@worldnet.att.net
Bill Sammis[US Express Company labels, stamps & covers]
— cdsl3@cornell.edu
Bill Sandrik [Postal History dealer] — sandrik.philat
@zzapp.org & www.ballstonphilatelics.com
Fred Schmitt — fred@fredschmitt.com and
www.fredschmitt.com
Roger G. Schnell [Mok Hill prel870; US ph to fgn. dest.
1934-54] — rkschloss@pstcomputers.com
Niles Schuh [Florida postal history] — niless@magicnet.net
DennisW. Schmidt [Texas p.h. & US Officialg]
— Dews@1starnet.com
Roger Schnell — rkschoss@mindspring.com
Robert Schultz [Missouri postal history] — schulhstry@aol.com
Joseph Sedivy — INJSED717@aol.com
Larry R. Sell — philart@infoblvd.net
Mike Senta [Alaska postal history] —
msenta@pobox.mtaonline.net
Norman Shachat [Phila. & Bucks Co. PH]
— janorm@gateway.net
Lloyd W. Shaw [Utah p.h. & general postal stationery]
— LWStamp@aol.com
Terry Shaw [Alaska] — cgsarchxx@aol.com
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Wesley Shellen [Montana p.h. & Machine cancels]
— WesNDeb@aol.com
Gina Sheridan — gsherida@cisco.com
David J. Smmons — Stampmaven@partnercs.net
Ed Siskin [Pree-1800 Postal History] - €jsiskin@ix.netcom.com
Russell V. Skavar il — skavaril.1@osu.edu
Rich Small [Machine cancels] — rsmall9293@aol.com
& www.members.aol.com/rsmall9293/index.htm
Chet Smith [US branches & stations] — cms@psu.edu
Jack M. Smith, Sr. [Texas Doane Co-ordinator]
— jacksr@tstar.net
Fred Smyithe — FSmyithe@aol.com
Gus Spector [PA advertising covers & postal history]
— gspec56@aol.com
Keith Spencer [Alberta & western Canada] — krs2@ualberta.ca
Duane Spidle [Colorado PH. & RPOs & pre-1907 precancels]
—dspidle@concentric.net
Anita Sprankle — sprankle@kutztown.edu
Chet Sprinkle — 73114,.2115@compuserve.com
Ken Stach [South Dakota PH] — ken.stach@kosa.com
Randy Stehle— RSTEHL E@ix.netcom.com
Rex H. “Jim” Sever [Republic of Texas] -
— rhstever@camdeninc.com
Carl Stieg [Dist. Of Columbiato 1910] — carl_phil @webtv.net
Bob Stoldal [Southern Nevada] - stoldal @vegas.infi.net
Greg Sone — Michcovers@aol.com
David L. Sraight [Back of Book] -- dis@library.wustl.ed
Greg Sutherland — Gregfree@aol.com
Robert Svoboda [Montana postal history]
— SVOBODA7@aol.com
Bob Swanson [WW!I Domestic p.h.] — rds@swansongrp.com
& www.swansongrp.com/posthist.html
Doug Swisher [Ohio & Florida PH.] — doug22@mediaone.net
Sephen T. Taylor [postal history dealer] -- staylor995@aol.com
& www.stephentaylor.co.uk
Gerry Tenney — gtenney @gateway.net
Ed Thomas [New England town cancels| — Edthomas@fsc.edu
Robert L. Toal — rtoal @ukt.edu
Don Tocher [19th Century US] — dontoch@ix.netcom.com
& www.postalnet.com/portfolios
Bob Trachimowicz [TOB markings] — track@ma.ultranet.com
Ron Trosclair [Louisiana postal history]
— rtrosclair@prodigy.net
Henry G. Turnbull [Arizona & Maine p.h.]
— aznpthgtl@webtv.net
Tom Turner [Alabama postal history] — turnertomp@aol.com
Dirk van Gelderen [Alaska postal history] — c.esveld@tip.nl
George P. Wagner [US 2nd Bureau, Wash-Franklins & Prexies)
— Gpwwauk@aol.com
Lauck Walton [Meagher Co, MT & Shenandoah Co, VA]
— jwalton@shentel .net
Ron Wankel [Nebraska & WWII APOs on #UC9]
— rwankel @aol.com
Ron Ward [Maryland PH] — Anoph2@aol.com
Edward Weinberg [Contra Costa, CA p.h]:
— edwardepirus@hotmail.com
Mike Wiedemann [Florida p.h. & Cutley Advertising]
— cmikew@mindspring.com
Clarence J. Winstead [NC Doanes, flags, RPOs & PPCsg]
— clarencewinstead@msn.com.
Kirk Wolford [Postal History Dealer]
— krkstpco@gol dstate.net
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Early Air Mail and Aviation in Southern California

By Don L. Evans

Chapter I11: The End of the Pioneer Years
(1912-1913)

Concluding the description of the 1912 International
Aviation Meet at Dominguez Field from the Novem-
ber issue of LaPosta, flights of manned balloons and
dirigibles, and parachute jumping were a large part
of the show and added to the excitement. A race be-
tween a car, a motorcycle and an airplane was held,
and the motorcyclewon. A night aerial bombing with
precision accuracy of amock fortresson thefield and
amodel battleship in a pond, was successfully car-
ried out (a forerunner of a new and deadly military
capability to come), and fireworks closed out the eve-
nings.

Many of the early pioneer pilots demonstrated their
flying ability at the meet. One of these was Farnum
T. Fish who had |earned to fly with the Wright broth-
ers. Hewasonly 17, and theworld’syoungest pilot at
that time. A small inheritance had paid for histuition
at the Wright school and allowed him to purchase
oneof their aircraft. In the following year he flew for

Figurel Young FarnumT. Fish seated in hisWright aircraft at the 1912 Interna-
tional Air Meet at Dominguez Field, California. Note the small monkey sitting in the
passenger’s seat. It is not known if the monkey actually accompanied Fish on a

flight. (Courtesy of W. Waterman)

Pancho Villain Mexico where he served as ageneral
in Villa's air force. This made him, along with
Alexander the Great, one of the youngest generalsin
history. He a so gained the unwel come distinction of
being the first aviator to receive a war wound while
in flight. Figure 1 shows a photo of Farnum Fish
seated in his Wright Model B aircraft at the
Domniguez meet. Although he flew no mail at this
show, he was later sworn in as a carrier and in the
following months became one of the more prolific
carriersof U.S. air mail at regional showsthroughout
the country.

Thefeminine side was represented by Blanche Scott,
ayoung aviatrix who had the distinction of being the
first American woman to fly. Figure 2 is from an
autographed contemporary photo of Miss. Scott fly-
ing Glenn Martin’s plane. The notation on the photo,
in her handwriting, refersto her first solo on Septem-
ber 6, 1910, and the “E.B.” stands for “Early Bird.”
Thiswas atitle conferred on pioneer pilots who suc-
cessfully soloed, and was later limited to only those
pilots who soloed prior to
December 17, 1916. The
Early Bird Society was an
important voice in aviation
until time finally claimed its
last member in 1995, and the
Society closed its doors for-
ever.

Blanche Scott’s claim as the
first womanin Americatofly
was based on an accidental
flight on September 6, 1910.
Shewastaking flying lessons
at Glenn Curtiss' school in
Hammondsport, N.Y., and
while learning to control her
aircraft by taxiing at high
speeds, the throttle-stops that
were supposed to keep her
from becoming airborne
“malfunctioned,” and she
rose into the air for a short
flight from which she landed
successfully. Curtisswas un-
happy about this unautho-
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Figure2 Contemporary photo of Blanche Scott sold as a souvenir at the 1912
Meet, and showing her flying in a Martin aircraft. Autographed by Scott with
the notation “ Sept 6-1910,” referring to the date she soloed.
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ments with Curtiss led her to try
for lessons with the Wright broth-
ers, but they would not accept a
woman student. She never did re-
ceive her pilot’s license, but per-
formed successfully at airshowsfor
some years. In 1916, she retired
from flying with the rueful com-
ment that the only jobs available
for women in commercial aviation
were for stunt fliers. In 1980, The
U.S. Postal Serviceissueda28¢ air
mail stamp to commemorate her
achievements (Scott C99), shown
inFigure 3. The stamp usestheair-
craft in the photo shown in Figure
2, as the background for her por-
trait.

Figure 4 showsaphoto of Blanche
Scott seated at the controls of a
Martin biplane, but shewasnot the
only woman to perform at
Dominguezin 1912. The Broderick
sistersalso dazzled the crowdswith
aseries of daring parachute jumps.

Henry Huntington, the railway ty-
coon, helped finance the
Dominguez Field International Air
Meets, and scheduled special cars
for the Pacific Electric Railway to
service the crowds, and crowds
there were. On the first Sunday,
January 21, 1912, of the nine-day

rized flight, and suspected her of tampering withthe ~ Third International Air Meet, 75,000 people attended,
throttle-stop. As aresult, he refused to acknowledge ~ and on the last Sunday, another 45,000 showed up.
theflight asasolo achievement. Later other disagree-  Attendance in between was less, due to exception-

Figure3 Airmail stamp (Scott C99) issued Figure4 Blanche Scott, seated at the controls of a Martin
December 30, 1980 to honor Blanche S. Scott, biplane. At the time, she was described in the newspapers as
and her pioneering flights. a* dainty little Miss with rosy, dimpled cheeks.”
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aly cold and windy weather, but the total number of
spectators added up to almost 50% of the total popu-
lation of Los Angeles.

All in all, the 1912 meet was a great success, but for
some reason no more large aviation showswere held
in Southern Californiafor many years. However, fly-
ing activity continued throughout the area, and new
achievements were to be recorded.

After flying in some other regional shows, Farnum
Fish returned to Southern California. On April 6" and
7" of 1912, he and fellow flier, Horace Kearny, were
part of an exhibition at the Coronado Polo Grounds
in San Diego. The exhibition waswell advertised and
luridly reported in the local San Diego Union with
headlines such as “AVIATORS FROLIC IN
TREACHEROUSWIND *** KEARNY AND FISH
AERIAL CIRCUS STARS *** AIRSHIP DIS-
ABLED AT DIZZY HEIGHT, AVIATOR GLIDES
THOUSANDS OF FEET.” However, the show was
not afinancial success. Weather was poor and atten-
dance low, but it did furnish another opportunity for
air mail to be flown in those early days.

Farnum Fish was already an approved carrier of U.
S. Mail, and on this occasion, Postmaster C. H.
Bartholomew of San Diego authorized the flightsand
on opening day came to the field and personally
handed the mail pouchesto Fish. Figure 5 reproduces
a contemporary newspaper photo of the event. Fish
took off with two bags of mail, one of which he
dropped on the beach near the field where Lt. John
H. Towers (later to become a famous admiral) was
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Figure5 FarnumFish, on April 6, 1912, at the Coronado Polo Grounds, receiving
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waiting in a Curtiss hydroplane. Towers picked up
the pouch and flew it to Point Loma from where it
was carried by auto to the San Diego Post Office.
Fish flew the second bag of mail directly across the
bay and dropped it at the San Diego Post Office. On
the second day of the meet, mail was also carried by
these two aviators, but with a different routing. Al-
though about 2000 pieces of mail wereflowninthese
two days, surviving examplesaredifficult to find and
today are philatelic treasures. Figure 6 reproduces a
post card flown on opening day with the specia postal
marking, “AEROPLANE STATION / SAN DIEGO,
CAL.”

The Curtiss Flying School, which we have earlier
mentioned, wasin full swing on North Island, off the
north end of Coronado Island, and was the progeni-
tor of the famous Naval Air Station of today. Curtiss
at thetime had civilian, Army and Navy aviation stu-
dents, but his major emphasis was on training Naval
pilots and perfecting his hydroplane for sales to the
Navy.

Farnum Fish, at loose ends after the Polo Grounds
exhibition, hopped over to North Iland and proceeded
to disrupt the organized training schedules of Curtiss
by performing aeria featsin front of the studentsthat
Curtisswould not let them attempt. Thefact that these
were being performed in a Wright aircraft, Curtiss
main competitor, made it even worse. Curtiss gave
Fish an ultimatum. Leave within two hours or he
would personally pitch Fish’sWright aircraft into the
bay.

Fish bowed to the inevi-
table and instructed hisme-
chanic, Al Hazard, to load
up the plane and to include
a spare five galon can of
gas. Taking off, Fish disap-
peared to the north, and
about three hours later,
Curtiss received a phone
call fromalLosAngelesre-
porter asking for more de-
, tailsabout oneof hisplanes
that had just completed the
first flight from San Diego
to Los Angeles. This, of
course, was Fish's Wright,
and Curtisswas how really

mail bags from the San Diego Postmaster, C. H. Bartholomew. (From a contemporary

newspaper account)

11



12

M arch 2001 La Posta

1[_"\-\.

9,

CORRESPOMDENMCE HERE 1 "NAME AND ADDRe>y HERE

ALl ol wovais | Tha

/z'-r.eferf Lo Prss e A / é Q,ﬁfﬁ?ﬁ/&,
fwi%ﬁ”m f;,,, f{f 11 87a kp/:"méf

-“f'f-:t-zz:fm-. )fu- Fof i
l.":::.l-;" 2 ..-r.--al;-r}", .;: ;:. 1 ; .ﬁjﬂ; ﬂﬂ A ”3
Hrroh..

Figure6 Postcard mailed at the Aeroplane Sation post office that was erected at the Polo Grounds on

Coronado Island. This card shows the special postmark applied to mail flown by Farnum Fish during the
exhibition. Postmarked April 6, 1910, and carried by air to the San Diego post office where it entered the
regular surface mail and was dispatched to its destination at Grand Rapids, Michigan. (Courtesy Sephen

Reinhard)

mad. Several of hisfliershad attempted theflightand  Although no mail was carried by Martin on his first
none had succeeded, and to be outdone by one of his  flight, he duplicated the feat of the first scheduled air

competitor’s airplanes was the last straw.

The following month, another first was achieved.
Glenn Martin also wanted the Naval aviation busi-
ness and had developed his version of a

hydroaeroplane to compete with Curtiss.

On May 10, 1912, Glenn Martin flew from
Newport Beach Harbor on the mainland to
Avalon Bay at Santa Catalina Island. The pio-
neering flight covered 31 miles and an elapsed
time of 37 minutes. The return journey was
flown vialLong Beach for adistance of 45 miles
in 51 minutes. These two flights established a
new record for the longest over-water flight to

date. Figure 7 shows a photo from acontempo-
rary post card with Glenn Martin's passenger-

mail in the United States, the famed Catalina pigeon
mail which operated from Catalinaldland to themain-
land from 1894 to 1898. The story of the pigeon mail
is a fascinating one, and more will be said about it
later in this chapter.

carrying flying boat taxiing uptoalandingramp - - :

at Avalon Bay. Thiswastaken after his pioneer-
ing flight and while he was running a passen-
ger service to Catalina, but the design of the
aircraft isvery similar.

Flgure 7 Contemporary sepia- colored postcard showing a
Martin flying boat taxiing up to the landing ramp at Avalon,
Catalina Island. While not a photo of Martin’s record breaking
flight, this aircraft is very similar in design and was used for
passenger flights between the island and the mainland following
Martin's original flight.
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Figure8 Twenty-five yearslater, Glenn Martin re-enacted his historic flight. Thistime, he piloted one of his M-30
four-engine China Clippers, and carried a large quantity of mail. This souvenir cover was postmarked at Newport
Beach, California on May 10, 1937, and is cacheted with photos showing Martin’s original aircraft and the M-30,
and the route taken both by the original and the commemorative flights.

Twenty-five years later, on May 10, 1937, Glenn | oy 1 (S (TR 4P
Martin re-enacted his historic flight. Thistime he pi- i
loted one of his large trans-oceanic China Clippers,
The anniversary flight was highly publicized and a
large quantity of mail was carried.

Figure 8 showsacacheted cover, postmarked at New-
port Beach on May 10, 1937, and carried aboard the
ChinaClipper for theround trip to Catalina. Upon its
return it entered into the mail at Balboa Island in
Newport Bay, and was sent by surface mail to itsdes-
tination at Glendale, California. In the cachet, the
upper- right photo shows Martin’s original Catalina
Island aircraft, and the lower right, his Martin China
Clipper of twenty-five years | ater.

e

Landing hisfour-engineM-30inAvalon Bay at Santa
Catalina, Martin was greeted by local dignitariesand

feted at a specia luncheon. Figure 9 is from a con- il - =

temporary newspaper account of theflight, and shows Figure9 Glenn Martin being greeted by a top-hatted

Martin debarking from the Clipper. The lady stand- dignitary from Avalon, Catalina Island, as he disem-
ing inthelaunch is his mother who accompanied him barks from his China Clipper. The lady standing in the
on thisflight and who many years earlier had helped launch is Martin’s mother who had accompanied him
him build his first airplanein 1911 in an abandoned on the flight. Photo is from a newspaper account of the
church in Santa Ana, California. flight. Following a luncheon on shore, Martin flew the

Clipper back to Newport Beach via Long Beach,
where he delivered his cargo of thousands of cards and
letters that were specially mailed for this anniversary
flight .
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Washington, D.
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Figure10 Souvenir cover carried on the return leg of Martin's anniversary flight on May 10, 1937. Postmarked
at Avalon, Catalina, the letter was addressed to “ The President, Executive Mansion, Washington D.C. After being
flown from Avalon to Newport Beach, the letter entered the regular mail, and was air mailed to destination where

it became a part of President Roosevelt's personal philatelic collection.

More mail was loaded at Avalon for the return trip,
and Figure 10 showsasouvenir cover from that flight.
It isaddressed to the President (Franklin D. Roosevelt)
at the Executive Mansion in Washington, D.C. where
it subsequently became a part of the Roosevelt phila-
telic collection. Flown by Martin from Avalon to
Newport Beach, it there entered the mail and pro-
ceeded by regular air mail to its destination.

True to his ambitions of twenty-five years earlier,
Glenn Martin had become aworld-leading manufac-
ture of flying boats, and also at this time was the
builder of the Army Air Corps' premier bomber, the
Martin B-10.

Revisiting the early pigeon mail, in the early 1890s,
Catalinalsland had become afavorite destination for
visitors from all over the country. Southern Califor-
nia was in the midst of a land boom and the Island
had become a must-see attraction. The social activi-
tiesof theidand colony and visitorswere always news
and athough a post office had been established in
1889 and two mailswere sent and received by steam-
ship daily, no messages could be sent after the last
ship sailed in the afternoon until about 24 hours later
on the following day.

Two young Los Angeles entrepreneurs, Oswald and
Otto Zahn got permission from the Banning brothers
who owned Catalinaat that timeto begin ascheduled
pigeon mail service from the island to Los Angeles.
The brothers also signed a contract with the Los An-
geles Times newspaper to provide the paper with a
means to transmit up-to-date news from theisland to
the mainland.

Scheduled flightswere made from Aval on twice each
day, and at other times when required. The pigeons
made the trip to Los Angeles normally in about 90
minutes, and the first scheduled air mail service in
the United States was inaugurated on July 12, 1894,
Thecarrier was aBelgian homing pigeon by the name
of Orlando. Orlando was an exceptionally handsome
and dependabl e bird (see Figure 11), and became one
of themainstays of the service. Ontheinaugural flight,
Orlando madethe 43 milejourney in just 54 minutes.

An advertisement describing the serviceis shown in
Figure 12.

Messages were written on small pieces of tissue pa
per about 2 1/2 by 3 3/4 inches. These were rolled
and tied to the pigeon, which wasthen released to fly
to the mainland. Flying to the Bunker Hill section of
downtown Los Angeles, the pigeons would arrive at
their home loft where the Zahn brothers would re-
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Figure11 Orlando, the pigeon mail’s champion carrier. Orlando was a

“ blue-check homer,” and was one of the speediest birdsin the service. The
tissue-paper flimsy at the left istypical of the personal messages carried, and
reads, “ Aug 6, 1895/ H. Wilkins/ Pasadena / Landed 47 pound Tunny Fish /

trieve the messages and personally
deliver them to local addresses.
Those to distant destinations were
usually mailed, or urgent messages
could be telegraphed for an addi-
tional fee.

Examples of these flown tissue pa
per air mail messages are extremely
rare. The author has searched many
sources during the past three years
without being ableto locate asingle
copy. They do exist, however, and
some photos are available. These
photos are courtesy of the Collectors
Club Philatelist and are from an ar-
ticlewrittenin 1985 by thelate Philip
Silver, a noted airmail philatelist.
The flown messages were from the
collection of Erik Hildesheim, awell-
known Early Bird flyer and collec-

FY”

tor of aviation memorabilia. Figure
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Figure12 A reproduction of an advertising circular
describing the pigeon mail service. This flyer was
distributed to visitors on the island.

13 showstwo typical messagesfrom
his collection that were flown during the era. Mr.
Hildesheimisnolonger living and the present where-
abouts of these items is unknown to the author.

The service became a resounding success and, until
forced out of business by the Pacific Wireless Com-
pany who established awireless telegraph station on
the island in 1902, The Zahn's pigeon mail was the
first and only scheduled air mail serviceinthe United
States at the time, and a successor would not appear
until 1918. Although a private service, and not au-
thorized by the USPOD, the pigeon post deserves
equal philatelic billing with the ground carrier ser-
vices of the mid and early 1800s whose private posts
have contributed to the story of our mails.

The many entertaining tales of the personalities and
prowess of the approximately 50 carrier pigeonsthat
flew the mailsaretoo lengthy to relate here, but make
a wonderful story, and one that interested readers
should pursue.

The early pioneer years of aviation were great years
for the new science of flying, but extracted aterrible
toll on the practitioners of the art. By mid-1912 over
a hundred and fifty men and women had been killed
in accidents, and when it is considered that a total of
only a few hundred pilots were flying anywhere in
the world, the danger of flying in fragile and experi-
mental aircraft becomes evident.
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Figure 13 Photographs of two of the very scarce examples of flown
pigeon mail. The top message is a note written August 7, 1894, less
than a month after the inauguration of the service in July, 1894. The
bottom message isto Visalia, California, and reads, “ Am| compelled
to appear in the Murry Case? Answer.” This message was likely
received in Los Angeles and then re-transmitted to its destination by
telegraph. Thiswas a service provided by the Zahn brothers for an
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This doesn’'t mean that aviation was dor-
mant in Southern California. New aircraft
companies were being formed constantly,
and failing almost as fast. New types of
aircraft were being designed and giant
strides were being made in devel opment.
However, the actual products of these de-
velopments were few. Financiers had yet
to discover the pot of gold that resided in
aviation, and just about every aviation en-
deavor was conducted on a shoestring.

At theentry of the United Statesinto World
War 1in 1917, theU. S. ranked 14" among
the nations in aviation. The Army had 55
aircraft, of which four were old, and the
other 51 were obsolete. The services had
atotal of 85 aviators, and since 1903, only
200 aircraft of any kind had been built in
this country. For a nation that had made
the first manned powered flight of a
heavier than air vehicle this was a very
poor showing.

After entry into the conflict in 1917, the
United States armed services and the ad-
ministration called for the construction of
22,500 aircraft and engines, and provided
$640,000,000 to pay for them. This was
the beginning of a tremendous surge in
aviation activity all over the nation, and
set the stage for a post-war beginning of
commercia development.

In 1918, the Post Office Department initi-
ated a scheduled air mail service, to be
flown by Army Air Corps pilots, but the
routes did not reach to Southern Califor-

additional fee.

Asoneof the early pilotsand aviation expert, Horace
B. Wild, wrote, “ Theyears 1910, 1911 and 1912 were
the Bonanza years of aviation, In frail machines, the
pilots rode to quick fame, quick riches, and, too of-
ten, to quick death.”

By the end of 1912, air mail associated aviation
eventsdisappeared from Southern Californiafor more
than a decade. It wasn't until the rise of private air
mail carriersin 1925, following the decision by the
Post Office Department to get out of the mail carry-
ing business that air mail resumed a major role in
Southern California aviation.

nia, and all air mail from the region had to

be sent by surface transportation to San
Franciscowhereit could finally becomeairborne. This
was agreat disappointment to the proud Los Angele-
nos who were convinced that their city wasthe jewel
of the west, and deserved better treatment.

To be continued. Our next chapter will describethe
rapid rise of commercial aviation and air mail in
Southern California, and the successesthat by the
late 1920s made it into the most active air mail user
in theentireworld.
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Figure 1 A post card was sent from Sheffield, MA to London, England on December 19, 1909. Thereis evidence
that a charity stamp was affixed on the left hand side of the card, just below the auxiliary marking.

Auxiliary Markings — Prohibitions on Charity Stamps,
Labels and Seals

By Randy Stehle

Over the years, certain items have been banned from
the United States mails as well as that of many for-
eign countries. Theright of acountry to prohibit these
itemsfrom entering their mail stream has generated a
number of rules and regulations to enforce the ban.
The prohibitions against sending these items to for-
eign countries can befound in the United Sates Offi-
cial Postal Guide (PG). The prohibitionsdealing with
domestic items can also be found in the PG, as well
asin the Postal Laws and Regulations. All items ex-
cluded from transmission in the domestic mailswere
also prohibited from the foreign mails.

Foreign Rules and Regulations

This article will focus on the issues relating to the
use of charity stamps, labels and seals on both inter-
national and domestic mail matter. Foreign countries
have always had the right to ban whatever they chose
from their mails. The list of items banned by indi-
vidual countriesisfairly long. There were many rea-
sons behind the prohibitions, chief among them fi-
nancia considerations. The possibility that a charity
seal could be mistaken for a postage stamp was one

of the concerns. There were also items that were
banned for political, health and many other reasons.
Someof themoreinteresting itemslisted, for instance,
inthe January 1907 PG, provide afascinating glimpse
of what wasforbidden almost 100 yearsago. Salt was
banned from Japan and China, while tobacco was
banned from France and Egypt. Germany prohibited
incomplete packs of playing cards, Greece banned
old shoes for sale and Romania banned newspapers
in Greek.

There was no ban in the January 1907 PG against the
use of charity stamps, seals or labels on mail matter.
There were two countries that prohibited the impor-
tation of articlesresembling postage stamps (Norway
and Denmark), and two countries that did not allow
post cardsthat depicted imitations of postage stamps
(Belgium and Great Britain).

Thefirst country to allow charity seals on their mail
matter was Denmark in 1904. The seal was sold to
raise funds for TB relief. This same year, Sweden
and Iceland also issued charity seals. The first char-
ity seal used in the United States was in 1907. The
Delaware Chapter of the National Red Cross sold
them locally. Its sale raised $3,000, more than ten
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timesthe amount they had wanted. The next year, the
National Red Cross raised $135,000 through the sale
of its seals.

The successful sale of these seals encouraged other
countries to issue them to raise funds for various
causes. Sometime between 1907 and 1909, certain
countries began banning foreign seals on their mail.
(The author did not have access to PG’s from these
years). One of the earliest usages of an auxiliary mark-
ing dealing with thisissueisfoundin Figure 1. This
post card was sent from Sheffield, MA to London,
England on December 19, 1909. Theforeign post card
rate was two cents then, though this post card would
have qualified for the one-cent printed matter rate, as
it contained no writing. Thereisevidencethat achar-
ity stamp was affixed on the left hand side of the card,
just below the auxiliary marking. Evidently, England
had a ban on the use of charity stamps. A marking
that reads “RETURNED TO SENDER. / Articles
bearing Christmas or / charity stamps or labels are /
prohibited by country of / destination. / [Foreign] Sta-
tion, N.Y.)” Was applied to the post card. The card
was returned to the sender, who apparently removed
the charity stamp. It was then sent to London, before
being forwarded to Freiburg, Germany. The addressee
was not there, so it was forwarded again to Paris,
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France. The forwarding address for Paris is written
over the spot where the charity seal had originally
been.

The author has seen another 1909 usage of this mark-
ing on aletter addressed to Germany. In this case the
Christmas seal (Scott's WX5) was not removed from
the cover. Even though the marking was al so applied
at New York, it is worded differently. It reads “RE-
TURNED TO SENDER. / Articles bearing on their
face/ Christmas or charity stampsor / labels are pro-
hibited by country / of destination, / (Foreign Sta-
tion, N.Y.)".

A reminder regarding these regulations appeared in
the November 29, 1911, issue of the Daily Bulletin of
Orders Affecting the Postal Service (DB). It read:

Owing to the approaching Christmas season, attention
isinvited to Section 39, on page 148 or the Postal Guide
for July 1911, relative to articles bearing non-postage
Christmas stamps in international mails. Postmasters and
other postal officials will please take due notice of the
matter and give the widest possible publicity thereto. / Jo-
seph Stewart, / Second Asst. PM. Gen.

By thetimethe July 1912 PG was published, 31 coun-
trieshad prohibitions dealing with charity seals. Three
of them (Austria, Norway and Portugal), banned mail
matter that had seals on any part of them. The other
28 only banned mail matter that had them on the ad-
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Figure 2 The letter was mailed in 1914 with a Christmas seal (Scott’'s WX15) attached to the address side. It receiv

the marking “ Christmas or other adhesive charity / stamps or labels placed on address/ side prohibited by Country of

desti- / nation. Foreign Section.”
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dress side. Most of these countries were small na-
tionsin Africa, the Caribbean, Asia, North American
and South America. The only European countrieswere
Germany, Great Britain and Gibraltar.

Figure 2 shows another usage to Germany, but this
time the cover originated in Chicago. The letter was
mailedin 1914 with aChristmas seal (WX 15) attached
to the address side. It received the marking “ Christ-
masor other adhesive charity / stamps or |abel splaced
on address / side prohibited by Country of desti- /
nation. Foreign Section.”

It was not until sometime between 1921 and 1922 that
al foreign countries banned charity seals on mail
matter. (The July 1921 PG till allowed thisto some
countries, while the July 1922 PG banned it to all of
them).

Domestic Rules and Regulations

The United States Post Office Department (POD) did
not have any prohibitions against the use of charity
seals on domestic mail matter until 1911. The Third
Assistant Postmaster General addressed the reasons
for the imposition of these regulations in the 1911
Annual Report of the Postmaster General (AR). He
stated “ The constantly increasing use of nonpostage
stamps issued for philanthropic and advertising pur-
poses has caused much embarrassment to the service
inthe handling of mail matter to which they have been
attached. Many of these contained numerals or re-
sembled postage stamps in color, shape, or design,
and have been mistaken for such stamps by the pub-
lic, and have required close examination on the part
of postal employees to identify them, thus retarding
the rapid handling of mail matter which is so essen-
tial to the highest efficiency of the service. For this
reason the Postmaster General issued an order, No.
5620, of July 1, 1911, providing that nonpostage
stamps shall not be affixed to the address side of mail
matter, but that they may be affixed to the reverse
side of domestic mail matter provided they do not in
form and design resembl e postage stamps and do not
bear numerals.”

Thisorder appeared in the July 10, 1911, issue of the
DB. It read:

No adhesive stamps, or imitations of stamps, of any
form or design whatever, other than lawful postage stamps,
shall be affixed to the address side of domestic mail mat-
ter, but such adhesive stamps, provided they do not inform
and design resemble lawful postage stamps, and do not
bear numerals, may be affixed to the reverse side of do-
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mestic mail matter. All domestic mail matter bearing, on
the address side, adhesive stamps, or imitations of stamps,
other than lawful postage stamps, will be returned to the
sender, if known; otherwise they will be forwarded to the
Division of Dead Letters. / Frank H. Hitchcock / Postmas-
ter General.

There was some confusion as to the appropriate ap-
plication of the above order. In order to clarify mat-
tersthe August 29, 1911, DB carried the following:

It has cometo the attention of the Department that many
postmasters are holding as unmailable letters bearing
printed |abelsthat do not come within the purview of De-
partmental Order No. 5620, appearing on page 12 of the
August, 1911, supplement to the Postal Guide, in regard
to adhesive stamps. Postmasters are, therefore, informed
that printed labels or ‘stickers' which are not in imitation
of or which do not bear aresemblance to postage stamps
in form or design, or which do not bear numerals calcu-
lated or liable to cause them to be mistaken for postage
stamps, are not regarded as coming within the purview of
the order mentioned, and matter bearing such printed la-
belsor ‘ stickers' should not be held asunmailable. / James
J. Britt / Third Asst. PM. Gen.

One final modification to the above order was pub-
lished in the December 11, 1911, DB. The Postmas-
ter General issued Order No. 5962, dated Dec. 8, 1911,
suspending Order 5620 until January 1, 1912. In sub-
sequent years, the ban on charity seals on the address
side of domestic mail matter waslifted every Decem-

* ber 1 and reinstated on the following January 1. This

seasonal, temporary lifting of the ban is responsible
for all the Christmas (and other) seals found on De-
cember mail matter.

At least one postal employee did not understand the
above modification, ascan beseenin Figure 3. This
cover was mailed from Madison, WI on December
22,1914, for locd ddlivery. Thetwo-cent stamp prop-
erly pays the first class, local letter rate for carrier
post offices. It had a Christmas seal (Scott’'s WX15)
affixedtotheaddressside. A large“ UNMAILABLE”
auxiliary marking was applied across the seal. The
cover aso received another handstamp that reads “
Stamps other than postage / stamps not permitted on
/ faceof envelopes.” A manuscript “No Name” mark-
ing was written on it, as the cover did not have the
addressee’s name on it. Another manuscript marking
reading “16 / No such no” was also applied to the
cover. The presence of these two manuscript mark-
ings indicates that the postal clerk later realized that
the cover did not violate any rules or regulations.
Proper treatment of this cover should have included
crossing out the two markings that indicated that the
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Figure 3 This cover was mailed from Madison, WI on December 22, 1914, for local
delivery. The two-cent stamp properly pays thefirst class, local letter rate for carrier post
offices. It had a Christmas seal (Scott’s WX15) affixed to the address side. Alarge
“UNMAILABLE" auxiliary marking was applied across the seal.

o

Christmas seal was improperly affixed. Thisiswhat ~ was added — to indicate that the Madison, WI city

happened to the Figure 1 cover. Even though this
was not done in this case, an effort was being made
to deliver it to itsintended destination. The “16” no-
tation in second manuscript marking isthe number of
the directory clerk who determined that the address
did not exist. That is why the “No Name” marking

directory could not be consulted to affect delivery.
After determining that the cover could not be prop-
erly delivered, it was sent to the general delivery sec-
tion. This is evidenced by a magenta double circle
cancel that reads “MADISON, WIS./ GEN DEL” at
the lower right hand corner of the cover. Thereisan-
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Figure4 A cover mailed on May 4, 1938, from Port Huron, Ml to Canton, IL. It was franked with a three-cent
Washington stamp and a seal that reads “ HELP RESTORE OURWILDLIFE" .
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other general delivery marking on the reverse of the
cover that reads “CASED BY NO.” The author be-
lieves that the word “cased” means to put the cover
into the general delivery box (case). Thereisno re-
turn address on the back of the cover. Hopefully, the
person this cover was intended for claimed it at the
general delivery window.

The author has seen two other examples of mail mat-
ter that received an auxiliary marking for possibly
violating the charity seal regulation. Thefirst example
appears to not violate the letter of the law. Figure 4
shows a cover mailed on May 4, 1938, from Port
Huron, M1 to Canton, IL. It was franked with athree-
cent Washington stamp and a seal that reads “HELP
RESTORE OUR WILDLIFE”". It does not have any
numerals on it, and in the author’s opinion does not
resemble a postage stamp. Nonetheless, it received a
large magenta “UNMAILABLE" marking, with a
manuscript arrow pointing at the offending seal.

The second example probably does violate the regu-
lation. The cover shownin Figure5wassent on May
11, 1991, from Sacramento, CA to Elk Grove, CA.
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Originally, it only had an Easter seal onit. Assuch, it
received a“RETURN FOR POSTAGE” marking. It
was remailed on May 14 with an “F" series
nondenominated stamp. It wasthen that apostal clerk
applied the yellow computer generated auxiliary la-
bel. It reads “ Matter bearing imitation of postage /
stamps in adhesive or printed form / private sea's of
stickersthat are/ like apostage stamp in form/design
/ SHALL NOT BE ACCEPTED FOR MAILING.”
The Easter seal does seem to resemble astamp, espe-
cially compared to the wildlife seal showninthe pre-
vious example.

The author has seen many examples of charity seals
used throughout the year on the front of domestic mail
matter. Except for the examples cited in this article,
none of them were deemed unmailable. It seems that
this particular rule was not well understood or sim-
ply ignored for domestic matter (though foreign us-
ages suggest a better level of understanding).
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Figure5 sent on May 11, 1991, from Sacramento, CA to Elk Grove, CA. Originally, it only had an Easter seal oniit.
As such, it received a“ RETURN FOR POSTAGE” marking.
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Letters of Consolation
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Figure 1 An example of European mourning stationary: from Amsterdam to Philadel phia, via New York City (May 11,
1848); a wide band black line around the full perimeter of the lettersheet, inside and out, to the prominent, long-lived
business family member, Charles Dutilh. It is a printed notice reporting the death of 45-year old Jean Abraham Dutilh.
Oddly, it isinside-dated much earlier, on January 23. The wax seal used is a family/business crest in jet black.
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by Tom Clarke

The contents of folded |etters and old covers' letters
have none of the 20" century commercialism and
materialism and pizzazz we're used to today. We do
find in them a satisfying gamut of human experience
expressed with frankness and candor, simple human
interactions and feelings, happy and sometimes not

o happy.

Attimeswe canimmediately recognize awriter’ssitu-
ation from the front alone; grieving is immediately
recognized without recourse to the letter within.
Mourning, with which we must all deal, isno simple
circumstance. Society and tradition across the ages
has proscribed the acceptable methods of handling
this common tragedy. Public demonstration of grief
ishiblical: ashesand therenting of clothes. Thewear-
ing of black, denoting night and the unknown hereaf-
ter, is the western world's token of this plight.

Mourning envelopes

With the coming of bargain first class postage in En-
gland in 1840, and shortly thereafter in the United
States in 1845, people were finaly freed from the
charge by the sheet rule when mailing communica-
tions. Thisadvance allowed the luxury of enclosinga
sheet of sentimentswithin another piece of paper with-
out penalty. Thus, the invention of the envelope.
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Before this period, envelope coverings of letters or
documents were only very rarely indulged in by the
very powerful and affluent. The majority of human-
ity, previously prevented from sending mail because
of the cost—with or without an envel ope—now found
it economical to do so, by the millions. Streams of
death notices could now be affordably sent out inthe
mid- to late-19" century, the final epoch before mod-
ernmedical discoveriesbegan to extend life span and
promote healthy living conditions.

Postal history collectors easily recognize mourning
covers as envelopes that bear thick or thin black on
envel ope borders. Less commonly, the mourning bor-
der isfound almost imperceptibly printed around the
actual cut edges of the envelope, thus showing only
on thereverse as athin “X”-like outline.

Such envelopesinstantly conveyed to friendsand fam-
ily that some unbearable news lay within, a death
notice. Secondly, they permitted the bereaved fam-
ily, as time went on, to show their expected adher-
ence to traditionally accepted periods of mourning.
Formulae dictated, according to one’s sub group
within the culture, how long mourning stationary,
clothing, armbands, and general demeanor should be
displayed. A third usefor mourning stationary would
be to convey to the bereaved your sympathies and,
fourth, as an acknowledgement of someone’sexpres-
sion of condolence.

23

Figure2 A trimmed on
the left mourning cover
from Manchester PA, re-
addressed to Shreve OH,
ca. 1872. The only way to

recognizeit asa
bereavement letter isto
see the reverse fine outline
of the back flaps done by
hand. As a guess, this
cover would probably
have been sent sometime
after the death had
occurred, unlessthe
writer was particularly
hard up.
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Figure 3 A December 1861 mourning cover from England. It reminded friends of the writer (Lord Kinnaird?) of the
tragic, untimely death only days before of Albert, Prince Consort to Queen Mictoria. Was its use by royal command?

At the very beginning of envelope use, stationersand
printers created a new vehicle for the bereaved. In
the best entrepreneurial spirit, they were fully pre-
pared to fulfil their customer’s need to express their
grief. It would be interesting to hear the first discus-

At the other end of the spectrum, curiously, at least
for thiscountry, there are still those who maintain the
mourning letter tradition. A quick search on the
Internet shows two late, in-our-lifetimes examples.

sion (when and where?) that resulted in
printing black edges around the newly in-
vented envel opes.

An old tradition

However, even before envelopes, such a
gesture could be demonstrated: folded
mourning-lettersheets. Were they sold with
mourning borders pre-printed, or did one
take a supply of precious, persona paper
tothelocal printer to haveit applied? Such
folded | ettersare not common, just asfolded
letters are less common than the multitude I

of stamped coversthat followed the 1840’s

reduction in postage rates.

Figure 4 A very late 1957 use of a mourning cover as pictured at the
1954 Liberty Series Study Committee Internet site. It was sent to
business acquaintances and clients of the deceased company
president.
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One of these coversfrom Philadelphiain 1957 shows
abusiness use of the concept. It announced the death
of the company president (Figure 4).

Another exampleisfrom England, but perhaps more
accurately reflecting Old World, Mediterranean, and
even Catholic Church traditions. It reflectsthe mourn-
ing correspondence concept in use as late as 1993.

The Glastonbury Bulletin is an organ of the British
Orthodox Church Within the Coptic Orthodox Patri-
archate. Its Internet site states that “the Bulletin was
published with purple mourning covers for issues 70
(November 1985) and 84 (June 1993) to mark the
deaths of Archbishop Thomasof Antwerp and Bishop
I gnatius Peter respectively.”

Doubtless, personal examplesarefar more prevalent,
merely uncollected in this turn of the century, com-
puterized-eMail age.

Bereavement in every category

In another venue, the writer proposed that there are
six basic categories of written letters:

1) Royal/Aristocratic (fromthe MiddlieAgesto Vic-
toriantimes) —Official mail succeeded thiscategory;

2) Religious (died out in the mid-1600's);

3) Business (earliest “modern” mail stretching back
to about 1300; strictly commodities, etc.);

4) Legal (aside from early court legalities, this is
modern legal mail from about 1800);

5) Social (invitations, RSVP's, etc., including mourn-
ing mail); and

6) Personal (newsy, family, down to earth, individua
correspondence).

Though specifically listed above under Social letters,
depending on the purpose of the correspondence,
mourning mail can be easily hyphenated, such as
Business-mourning (see the 1957 cover above), Per-
sonal-mourning (the most common), Legal -mourning
(akin to Business-mourning), and in the case of the
PrinceAlbert related cover below, even Royal-mourn-
ing. And if one had a copy of the mailer for the
Glastonbury Bulletin of June 1993, definitely Reli-
gious-mourning, also.

Death we know isomnipresent, but itisinstructiveto
see in how many places it can be found in our letter/
cover collections.
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Letter-Writing Book contents

Sending letters of consolation has been given expert
consideration for at least 800 years! Thereisan an-
tigue form of literature called the letter-writing
manual. The earliest of these books gave many ex-
amples of proper structure and wording to use, based
on subtle distinctions of the new emerging, late me-
dieval socia structures.

In 1215, an academic named Buoncampagnus devel -
oped ascheme of scholarly letter writing. It included
letters of condolence even though he honestly ac-
knowledged the wide variety of means of expressing
bereavement from country to country. His audience
wasvery small, sincelettersinthose dayswererarely
used, except those sent within the Church hierarchy,
and dispatches between kingdoms. After all, so very
few could read or write before 1460, and Gutenberg,
Columbus, and L eonardo.

Four hundred years after that first writing book, with
the Renaissance and revival of learning falling in be-
tween, master letter writers, no longer favoring the
scholarly and legal strata of society, sold their liter-
ary wares through example viatheir popularized let-
ter books. While still aimed at the well-to-do, literacy
and appreciation for such bookswas spreading quickly
and down the ranks. The world was getting smaller,
and trade and general companionship was growing
in importance.

One particular letter book (1634) of those days is
tranglated as “the manner of writing according to the
times.” Itscollection of exemplary lettersis divided
into four parts. The Consolation letters category is
represented by only eight examples, but the other three
areamply illustrated by Complimentary, 60 examples;
Diverse, 29; and Amorous, 124 examples! Deathwas,
after al, an everyday misfortune, whereas Compli-
ments could make a career, as might Diverse busi-
ness affairs, and Amour, well, that's always with us.

Some master writers, with a more democratic view
had begun to literally set up shop in town to attract
commoners. They wrote their customers' letters in
their own hand for a set price. It was about thistime
(1650+) that European royal mail services began to
accept ordinary people'smail matter. (Whichwasthe
chicken, which the egg?)
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Sexual cleavage

Curiously, we see that most early American
mail is primarily written to and from males.
Note that in a 1730 French edition of

Secretaire a la Maode, by Jacques Oudot, a §

handbook written for a popular audience,

there are 98 complimentary-type letter ex- ¥

amples. A full 94 are addressed to males by
males, three from a woman to a man, and

only one between twowomen. Indeed, itwas £

apublication for amale world.

Of Oudot’s 20 consolation letters, there are
four categories of situation:

1) to afather on the death of his son;
2) to a son on the death of hisfather;

3) to a husband on the death of hiswife;
and

4) to awife on the death of her husband.

Three of the four categories relate only to
males and men write 18 of the 20 examples [

given. In the Amorous section, by the way,
18 were male-written examples and 19 fe-
mal e-written, a decidedly equal balance, as
in nature.

“Black-edged paper...”

“Modern” here means 19" century. One of

several modern American versions of these |

helpful self-teaching letter books is titled
Martine's Sensible Letter Writer for the use

of Ladies (sic) and Gentlemen ... contain- * -

ing a large collection of Model Letters ...
adapted to all Agesand Conditions, (1866).
Init wefind the following passage concern-
ing “ Letters of Condolence and Sympathy.”

Letters of this class are among the more im-

portant of those which friendship and affection
dictate. Their composition should be more stud-
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Figure 5 Martine's Sensible Letter Writer (in many editions in
the US and elsewhere over many years) was a continuation of
the 200+ year tradition of exemplary letter books. Whereas for-
merly for the wealthy and titled ranks, the later titles were sold
to the general public as models of the best styles, incorporating
principles of practicality aswell as morality.

ied than ordinary letters of friendship. The most important Courtesy requires that letters of condolenceto afriend
ruleisto avoid mere conventionalities. In the composition onthe death of arelative should bewritten on black-edged
of such there must be no high-flown words or expressions, paper, and sealed with black wax, even should you have
no straining after effect. If heart speaks not to heart, in the been unacquainted with the deceased.

simplest, most soothing language of nature, wordswill, to
the sufferer, prove cold and unimpressive—worse than
useless. Be it ever borne in mind, that, to the &fflicted, to In another letter, this transcribed onto the Internet as

themourner in spirit, “thereis only onetrue source of con- part of its “Documenting the American South” se-

solation—that we shall meet those we love in ancther and
a better world, where the wicked cease from troubling,

and where the weary are at rest.

ries, the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
Libraries presentsthe Kimberly Family personal cor-
respondence, 1862-1864.
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Figure6 A har_ldr-rade mourning cover made by poor folks, from Déustown PAto

Leinback PA, docketed 1880, showing hand inscribed inked lines around the front
edges, with nothing on the rever se except the receipt handstamp.

From Nashville TN, during the Civil War, Annie
Sehon (herself to die three months later) wrote this
|etter containing a pertinent request to her sister Bettie
upon the death of their father.

Atlanta
May 22nd 1864
My Dear Bettie

... Before |l close | will ask you if you could get me
several packages of mourning envelopes and paper to cor-
respond. | cannot find any inAtlanta, Mr. Sehon haslooked
every where for me. | like yours very much, my only ob-
jection isthelittle black flower on the back of them, | like
them with just a broad black band around them . . ..

Your devoted Sister / Annie M. Sehon

Several examples

When is the earliest collectible mourning cover of
the modern postage stamp era? It would be after 1845
inthe U.S,, 1840 in England, etc. Was the latest sent
out today?

On the Internet, Regency Stamps, Ltd., of Canada,
recently auctioned the James D. Mazepa postal his-
tory collection of Mexico. Thevery last ot waslisted
as

(2)c. 1857 VERY EARLY USAGE On undated nar-
row band mourning envelope (originally containing adeath
notice enclosure), indistinct Mexico D.F. circular date
stamps, surviving Mexican mourning coversare extremely
scarce, especially this early. Fine. Est. $500

Figure7 ThisMexican cover fromthe Mazepa Mexico
Collection (Regency Stamps, Ltd.), is an early ex-
ample of the genre, ca. 1857, a generation or so after
the envelope made its debut.

Auctioneers and deal ers always separate out mourn-
ing covers because they are collected as one of the
many interesting sidelights in postal history. The
above-mentioned cover helps date the earliest pos-
sible Mexican mourning mail at 1857. (It sold, by the
way, for $350 Canadian, against a $500 estimate.)

There have been a handful of articles written on
mourning covers. Using “mourning covers’ for the
search, the APRL Online Index was consulted with
hopes of abook or two plus some articles. Sadly, the
results were meager. A single, donated file contain-
ing 10 articlesand copieswas the outcome. The good
newsisthat thisfield could benefit from some inter-
ested La Posta reader’s own research.
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Figure 8 A series of 1898, 1905, 1917, and 1924 covers showing the last few decades of the familiar use of
mourning covers. Thetelegraph in the 1880s and 90s and the telephone, especially after the 1920s, made their
use redundant and old-fashioned.
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The Demise of mourning covers

Mourning covers popularity waned after the inven-
tion and universal acceptance of the rapid telegram
services and instantaneous telephone's capability.
Nonetheless examples can be found dating into the
1930’s, and as mentioned above, scattered into the
1950's and even the 1990's.

Tin Pan Alley has always been willing to latch onto
modern trends aswell as golden oldietraditionsfor a
fast buck. At some point, it produced a piece of sheet
music called “The Letter Edged in Black.” We can
assumewhat atear-jerk it attempted to be. Sheet music
for the faddish, new parlor pianos developed around
the 1830's and was prolific not much longer beyond
the time of His Master’s Voice 78's in the Roaring
20's. Thetypography seemsto indicatethe ‘teensand
‘twenties, but whatever itsdate, it certainly hasearned
arightful place here.

o BT i N iy,

-\_‘-H“Hi':'“"
K

?ﬂf

THIE

L[] TER [! )GED hm

Figure 9 A song called “ A Letter Edged in Black”

seems a bit old fashioned, if this sheet music wasin
fact printed around 1910 or 1920. Sill, it could have
been aiming at the Grandmother audience of the day.
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Figure 10 The man to whom all must bid final adieu: the Undertaker. This cover of 1893 went from Midway PA to
Washington PA and might have included a bill for services rendered, sent perhaps to lawyer Patterson to help

retrieve payment? 1893 was a very bad year!
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Figure 1 Cover mailed from Philadelphia to the mail superintendent of Postal Sation #5, February, 1952. Sation #5
was one of seven temporary postal stations reserved for construction companies that never officially opened.

Guam’s Numbered Postal Stations

by Michael Dattolico

By August, 1944, the battle to free Guam from Japa-
nese domination had ended. U.S. soldiers and ma-
rines, however, had to contend with fanatical
Japanese soldiers who refused to surrender months
after the battle was over. But by the summer of 1945,
native Guamanians, along with American military and
civilian personnel, began to rebuild the island.

The United States had two post-war missions on
Guam. One goal wasto helpitscitizensrebuild their
shattered island. The other was to make Guam a
flashpoint of American military power in the West-
ern Pacific to thwart the spread of communism. Work-
ing towardsthose goals, Navy seabeeswere kept busy.
But the U.S. government also contracted with civil-
ian American construction companies to build major
installations on the island. The civilian company
crews began arriving on Guam in the late 1940s.

The construction companies that arrived on Guam
were assigned projects throughout the island. Many
crews were located away from Agana, the island's
only postal outlet. While the Seabees had navy FPOs
to handleitsmail, it soon became apparent that apostal
system was needed to handle the mail of the Ameri-
can civilians.

The result was a system of temporary contract mail
stationslocated near construction siteson Guam, par-
ticularly those at or near Anderson Air Force Base

and various naval installationsbeing built. Rather than
give the postal stations a name, each was assigned a
number, much like the military postal station system
used during the Spanish-American War. In most cases,
the postal stations became operational when the con-
struction personnel arrived and ceased operations
when the projects was finished. Before most of
Guam'’srebuilding was completed, 19 different postal
stations had been planned for American construction
workers at building sites.

Unfortunately, the postal plan wasriddled with snags,
many of which were not postally related. The main
problems are listed below.

A. Some numbered stations did not become opera-
tional because the projects to which companies were
first assigned were cancelled. News of such cancel-
lations did not always reach the United States before
the construction crewssailed. Theresult wasthat upon
arrival, the construction companies, finding their jobs
eliminated, were either diverted to other building sites
or were sent home. Thus, the numbered postal sta-
tions, some of which had already been provided with
postmarkers, were never opened.

B. Some companies did arrive and completed their
work ahead of schedule, causing their workersto re-
turn to the United States earlier than expected.
This resulted in numbered postal stations being ac-
tive for shorter periods than were planned. Some
companies that had contracted with the government
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to go to Guam later found that they didn’'t have the
manpower to send. Also, some companies went out
of business before they could go to Guam.

A few numbered posta stations were retained into
the 1980s, many years after the constructions compa-
nies finished their jobs. They may have been kept in
reserve to use as “floater” stations for construction
crews that arrived later to build other installations.
Table 1 provides basic information about each num-
bered postal station. The information is shown in
Raobert Murphy’s book, A Postal History Cancella-
tion Sudy of the U.S. Pacific Idands.

Of the Guam temporary station coversthat are known,
those mailed from the United States to numbered
postal stations are especialy scarce. Figures 1 and 2
are examples of such mail.

Figure 1 was mailed to the postal superintendant of
Guam'’s Postal Station #5 which, according to offi-
cial records, never opened for business. The mark-
ing, “RETURN TO SENDER- FIRM DISOLVED”
was applied to the cover by the Agana post office,

La Posta

and the letter was returned to the United States in
mid-March, 1952. Most likely, a site was designated
for construction, and an American company had
signed a contract with the government. But the
construction company either went out of business or
could not furnish the manpower for the Guam job.
Obviously, someone in the company knew that
Postal Station #5 was ready to handle the workmen's
mail The sender of the Figure 1 letter may have been
an official of the company, or smply afriend or rela-
tive of a worker whose mailing address was sched-
uled to be Postal Station #5. The last part of the aux-
iliary marking is astrong indicator that the company
went out of business, which explains why Station #5
was never opened. It is noteworthy that the word
DISOLVED, ismisspdlled. It should have been spelled
“DISSOLVED.”

Figure 2 isasimilar cover sent to Guam, although its
story ismore complex. It was mailed from Cleveland
to an addressee whose mail was thought
to be handled by Station #7 near Asan, Guam.
Murphy’s book reports that Station #7 was never ac-

Table 1 Listing Of Temporary Numbered Guam Post Offices

Station Number OpeningDate  Closing Date Operator
Station No. 1 July 1, 1947 Nov. 1, 1956 Brown-Pacific Moxon Co
Station No. 2 Unknown Not Activated Brown-Pacific Moxom Co
Station No. 3 July 1, 1947 Aug. 6, 1956 Brown-Pacific-Moxam Co
Station No. 4 This station was reserved for assignment but never activated.
Station No. 5 This station was reserved for assignment but never activated.
Station No. 6 Sept. 27,1947  July 1, 1948 J.H. Pomeroy & Co.
Station No. 7 This station was reserved for assignment but never activated,
Station No. 8 July 1, 1947 Dec. 31, 1958 Planned for Camp Asan
Station No. 9 July 1, 1947 June 30, 1950 Guam Dredging Co.
Station No. 10 July 1, 1947 June 30, 1950 Pacific Island Engineers.
Station No. 11 This station was reserved for assignment but never activated.
Station No. 12 This station was reserved for assignment but never activated.
Station No. 13 This station was reserved for assignment but never activated.
Station No. 14  This station was reserved for assignment but never activated.
Station No. 15 July 1, 1947 Apr. 30, 1949 Morrison Knudson Co.
July 1, 1949 Nov. 15, 1949 Not Identified
Dec. 16, 1950  Feb. 29, 1952 Vinnell Construction Co.
July 1, 1955 June 30, 1956 Vinnell Construction Co.
Station No. 16 March 1, 1950  April 8, 1981 Not Identified
Station No. 17 Feb. 16,1948  Juneb5, 1950 Not Identified
Station No. 18 Oct. 16, 1948 March, 1972 Camp Roxas & Masdelco Co.
Station No. 19 July 6, 1955 June 30, 1976 Marbo Camp (AKA South

Anderson, Marbo)
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Figure 2 Certified letter mailed from Cleveland, Ohio, in December, 1957, to construction worker whose mailing
address was given as Sation #7, Asan, Guam. Sation #7 was never activated for assignment.The reverse of the cover’s
shows handling by Sation #8 and the Agana post office before being sent back to Cleveland.

tivated for business, although the sender’s return
address indicates that Station #7 was active. Perhaps
the building project was cancelled or the crew was
diverted to another construction site.

The postal rate paid on this cover ismost interesting.
Thirty cents postage paid the airmail ratefrom Cleve-
land to Guam. When it was learned that Station #7
was not operational, Station #8 handled the | etter, as
evidenced by the Station #8 backstamp. The letter
was sent to the Agana post office when the man could
not be found. The cover was sent back to Cleveland.

Figures 3, 4 & 5 are examples of numbered station
mail assumed to be active and processed without the
station’s postmark.

Thefigure 3 letter was mailed from aman working at
Camp Asan, Guam, on May 10, 1950. His return ad-
dress indicates that Station #8 was handling his
mail. Records show that Station #8 became opera-
tional on July 1, 1947. But for some reason, his|etter
was not processed through the Station #8 postal

For the return trip, twelve cents postage
was affixed to the cover for surface mail
handling, and twenty cents postage was
applied by the Agana post office for the
certified postage rate. The letter arrived
back in Cleveland in the spring of 1958.

Numbered station covers have been found
over the years which indicate that some
temporary stationswere active, but no post-

marksfrom them have been reported. The

only evidence that certain stations were
active is often provided by the sender’s
return address.

Figure 3 Letter mailed from Camp Asan, Guam, on May 10, 1950, to
New Jersey. Note the sender’s mailing address as“ Sa. 8., Guam,
Guam.” Sation #8 was activated on July 1, 1947 but did not receive a
canceler until later.
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Figure 4 Letter from a civilian employee of the Pacific Island Engineers, using Sation #10 as his mailing
address in May, 1948. Sation #10 opened for business on July 1, 1947, but according to Murphy’s book,
no cancels have ever been reported seen during its period of activity. Ironically, the construction worker’s

name was “ Toole” .

unit. Esteemed postal historian, Howard Lee, feels
that the letter was mailed before Station #8 received
apostmarker.

The letter marked as figure 4 is similar. The sender,
probably an employee of the Pacific Idland Engineers,
posted his letter at Station #10, athough it was not
cancelled by a Station #10 postmarker. Station #10
station was opened for business on July 1, 1947 but
was closed on June 30, 1950, making it one of the

ert Murphy’s book states that #11 was never opened
for business. When thisletter was mailed, the Agana
post office sent it to the United States.

Most of the numbered stations eventually had
postmarkers, as shown by the card presented as fig-
ure 6. Both 1-cent stamps are tied to the card by a
double-circle cancel applied at Postal Station#8. The
date on the card is significant; April 1, 1952, is the
first day that the word, AGANA, was used

scarcer numbered postal stations. g A

Ironically, the construction
worker’s last name was “ Toole.” |.'

The embossed airmail postal sta-
tionery shown asfigure5 wasused
by an American employee handled |
by Postal Station #11 which sup-

posedly never becameoperational.
Obviously, this cover renders the |
author’s information as obsolete.
Itisnot known exactly where Sta-
tion #11 was located, but obvi- |
oudly folksat that sitewere aware ||
that a Postal Station #11 was han-
dling their mail. Once again, Rob-

r
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Figure5 Aletter mailed by a civilian worker circa October, 1948, using station

#11 as his return address. Robert Murphy’s book states, however, that Sation
#11 was never activated.
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the Morrison-Knudson,
Company. It was a num-
bered station with one of
the longest periods of op-
eration. The station opened
and closed several times
before finally being can-
celled on June 30, 1956.
During its period of opera-
tion, the Vinnell Construc-
tion Company’s workers
aso sent mail through the
station.

Thefigure 8 cover waspro-
cessed by Station #16 in
1974. Station #16 is prob-

10
"f ably the numbered postal

Figure 6 Card mailed from Sation #8 on the first day that the Sation #8 cancel has
been seen on Guam mail. The postal station was closed on December 31, 1958.

in all Guam cancelling devices, and it isthefirst day
that an example of postmarked mail from Station #8
has been recorded. Station #8 was active
from July 1, 1947 until December 31, 1958.

The card shown as figure 7 was processed through
Station #15, which opened on July 1, 1947. Thework-
ers served by station #15 were members of

station that operated for the
longest period:

March 1, 1950 through April 8, 1981. People using
Station #16 likely worked all over Guam during those
31 years. It is possible that the canceler may
have been used past the 1981 date.

Mail sent through Station #No. 19 is especially note-
worthy, since it, too, was one of the longest opera-
tional num-

bered stationsto
operate on
G uam

It opened for
service on July
6, 1955, and
closed on June
30, 1976. Work-
ers who used
this postal sta-
tion built the
Marbo Camp,
(aka) South
Anderson and
Marbo, Guam.
The Yigo Sta-
tion post office
has served the
area since Sta-

Figure 7 Card mailed through Guam's Sation #15 on August 1, 1947. This station handled mail

tion #19 closed.

fromworkmen at or near Palm Cliff, Harmon Field and Camp Roxas. The postal station was

finally closed on June 30, 1956.
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As of the year 2000, no humbered temporary postal
stations are operating on Guam. The days of tempo-
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Figure 8 Letter handled by
Sation #16 in September,
1974. Sation #16 was active
during the building of the
Apra Heights housing area.
This postal station had the
greatest longevity of all,
closing after 31 years of
service on April 8, 1981.

rary postal stations inaugurated to handled the
mail of U.S. construction company workers are over.

Figure9 Letter processed
through Sation #19 on
December 29, 1973. Sation
#19 opened on July 6, 1955,
at the foreign national
camp, AKA the Marbo area.
It closed on June 30, 1976.
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Postal Markings of Washington, D.C. Stations

PartV
By Carl L. Stieg

This article extends the development of postal ser-
vices in the Digtrict of Columbia from the indepen-
dent full service post offices discussed previoudy in
the articles published in the November 1998, Janu-
ary 1999, July 1999 and November 1999 issuesof La
Posta. Illustrations of related postal markings arein-
cluded, wherepossible, aswell as explanations about
the alterations in service associated with organiza-
tional changes.

My collection extends only to 1910, but | have inad-
vertently acquired some material later than that date.
When | have later information | have included it, but
coverage after 1910 is very spotty. In a number of
instancestheonly copies| have of certain postal mark-
ingsare badly co-mingled with the background of post
cards. | have attempted to removethe background and
reconstruct the postal markingsin such cases. | would
appreciate receiving clear copies of my most outra-
geously mutilated markings.

Early on, the public in most towns had to deposit its
mail at the post office and also retrieve any incoming
correspondence from there. Thiswas no chore when
the town was small and visits were frequently made
to the town center for groceries and other services.
As towns spread out, it became more and more in-
convenient. Somefew pieces of correspondence from
the earliest days of the District have been reported as
mentioning a letter carrier in the Washington Post
Office. However, no specific identification of his

On September 29, 1851 the Postmaster General is-
sued aone cent bright blue“Franklin Carrier Stamp”
to be used to pay for the delivery of lettersto the post
office. Its resemblance to the current one cent stamp
caused confusion, so it waswithdrawn and the* Eagle”
Carrier Stamp issued on November 9, 1851. These
were apparently not adopted by the Washington Post
Office until 1 July 1853, when ten deposit (drop)
boxes were established at local businesses and five
unsalaried letter carriers assigned to pick up and de-
liver the mail. These unsalaried carriers received all
of the fees for pick-up and delivery.

Figurel TheFranklinand Eaglecarrier stampspaid
the carrier fee to the post office and not to the ad-
dressee. (Samps shown larger than actual size.)

There is no known record of the amount of mail
handled by these carriers. Washington covers bear-
ing the “Eagle Carrier Stamp” are not rare, but no
covers bearing the “Franklin Carrier Stamp” have
been recorded. It is known that a significant amount
of the handling fees was paid in cash, but thereis no
record of any postal markings identifying cash pay-
ments. The letter carriers attached to U.S. post of-
fices were not accorded afixed salary until 1863.

duties has been seen. :
The first mgjor service change [‘_ b i
wastheattachment of unsalaried | * 055
carriersto the post office. These i
carriers received a per letter fee
for carrying mail to the post of-
fice and delivering correspon-
denceto addressees. Prior to the
Act of May 3, 1851, carrier
charge were two cents for each
letter. That Act fixed the charge
at one cent or two cents for let- -
ters delivered to residences, of-

fices or post officesfor posting. = =

Figure 2 City Despatch Marking, 1856.
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John Wiley’s One Cent Dispatch, which offered pri-
vate carrier competition to the post office, operated
only from late March to early November 1856. Two
hundred boxeswere placed in conspicuous placesfor
deposit of letters bearing the one cent City Dispatch
stamp for delivery to the post office or the Washing-
ton addressee. Letters not prepaid were charged two
cents payable on delivery.

The fee carrier system lasted until the Act of August
1, 1863 eliminated it and established a free delivery
system. At this time the Washington Post Office ap-
pointed ten salaried letter carriers and increased the
number of drop boxes to forty-nine (the location of
each of these is known). The other independent post
offices did not have carriers at that time.

The delivery efforts of these salaried letter carriers
was recognizable by postal markings on the reverse
side of the envelopes, starting in 1866. In general lo-
cal Washington mail received postal markings con-
taining the word “CARRIER” and the month, day,
and time; they did not include the name of a post of-
fice. They were in use from 1866 until 1888 with a
considerable variety in both color and format too ex-
tensivetoincludeinthisarticle, and in any event they
have not been identified as to office, station or sub-
station. All of the coverswith carrier markings seem
to involve only delivery from the post office to the
addressee. No covers with an out-of-town address
from Washington have been found with Washington
“carrier” markings. The word “COLLECTED” was
used from 1866-69 on mail picked up from the drop
boxes.

La Posta

cessing each letter. It is clear that they were not all
serviced by the central Washington Post Office asthe
timedifferentia between the Washington receiver and
the carrier marking varies from zero to as much as
ten hours. More and more stations became involved
astime passed.

In 1877 the Washington post office was having fi-
nancial difficultiesin operating the carrier servicewith
the funds Congress was willing to allocate to the
USPOD carrier fund. In an economy move to extend
the carrier service to Georgetown, the Georgetown
Post Office, which was using carriers, was converted
to astation (branch) and the carrier service was con-
verted to astation of the Washington Post Office. Two
letter carriers were transferred from the Washington
Post Office to Georgetown, which then serviced
Northwest Washington as well as Georgetown.

The next step toward improving service was the es-
tablishment of three limited service stations as the
Fifteenth Street Stationin 1881 and the Seventh Street
and Fourteenth Street Stations in 1882. These lim-
ited service stations sold postal supplies (stamps, en-
velopes, etc.), forwarded first class mail (but did not
processit) to the main post office, and handled postal
money orders and registered materials.

Initially both full and limited service stations were
identified by a name related to their location, but
gradually the names of both types of stations, but not
al, were replaced by alpha designators until “A”
through “W” (exempting “J’ and“ Q") were reached.
On 1 March 1895 amassive redesignation took place;

al of the twenty-one alpha stations, except

A, B, and C, were converted to numbered lim-
ited service sub-stations (SS-1 through SS-
20). Additionally two named stations (South-
west and Tennallytown) were renamed Sta-
tions D and E respectively. Also two named
stations (Eckington and University) were des-
ignated Sub-stations 16 and 17 respectively.

Figure 3 Early CARRIER markings.

Before the cessation of use of these carrier markings,
letter carrierswere assigned to at least severa differ-
ent stations. In addition to the main Washington post
office, Georgetown and East Capitol are so known
and Stations C, D, and E are probables. The carrier
markings do not identify the office providing the ser-
vice; however, a detailed analysis of the addresses
could provide an educated guess as to the office pro-

At this time (1895) all alpha stations were

full service and al numbered sub-stations

werelimited service. Six additional alphasta-
tions (F, G H, I, K, and L) were established between
1894 and 1909. The number of sub-stationsgrew dra-
matically to sixty-three by 1903. It is clear that there
weretwo different stations at different localesfor the
seven dphadesignators D, E, F, G H, K, and L).
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The only postal markings recorded for the limited
service numeral sub-stations are registration, special
delivery and postal money order.

There is some controversy as to when some of the
named stations received their al phadesignations prior
to 1895. It appears that some of them did not convert
their postal markings at the time they received the
designation.

Named Stations

M arch 2001

The year of 1895 also saw the introduction of street
car railway post offices, continuing to 1912. (These
are covered fully in a monograph by Stanton and
Truax.) The following year the Collection and Dis-
tribution Wagons were put in service, lasting until
1904. (For complete coverage, see James Bruns's
monograph)

Benning Station came into being as a conversion from the independent Benning Post Office on 16 February

1903 and was discontinued 30 June 1917.

Dates of Usage Description of Dial

1/7/06 - 4/5/06
STA., M-D/T, Y outside did

9/10/07

Asabove, larger |etters

25 % mm, WASHINGTON, D.C., BENNING

Killer description

lincirclewithinbarrel elipse

As above, except numeral 2

=
)
-w

Receiver

12/20/04
M-DITIY

30 mm, WASH, D.C. RECD/BENNING STA ;

None
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Brookland Sation was converted from the independent Brookland Post Office on 1 November 1900.

Dates of Usage Description of Dial Killer description
11/24/00 - 9/3/09 25 % mm, WASH. D.C./BROOKLAND STA. lincirclewithinbarrel elipse
M-D/T, Y outside dial

8/27/13 - 1/11/15 As above with wider spaces between Asabove
WASH and D.C,; larger |etters.

10/13/19 16 mm, WASHINGTON, D.C./BROOKLAND STA. Asabove

M-D/T, Y outside dial; smaller letters.

Registered

3/4/04 29 %2 mm, double circle; REGISTERED/ 382X 19mm rectangle

Brookland Sta., Wash., D.C.; M/D/Y WASHINGTON D.C./

BROOKLAND STA

Congress Heights Sation was converted from Station 33 on 1 July 1907.
8/31/? 26 2mm, WASHINGTON, D.C./ CONGRESSHEIGHTS, 1lincircle

T/M-D, Y outside dia within barrel ellipse
9/12/10 - 1/4/13 25 Y% mm, WASH. D.C/CONGHEIGHTS STA,; Asabove

M-D/T, Y outside dial
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East Capitol Station was established at 3 and Capitol St. NE on 26 September 1881 as afull service station.
One field of thought is that it was designated Station B on that same date. However, | have never seen an
official document supporting that designation and no “B” appears in the postal markings until after 1 March
1895, which isthe other alternative for the designation date. | have chosen to locate it in this article according
to the postal markings.

Dates of Usage
11/1/81 - 1/15/85

3/19/85 - 12/26/88

12/28/85 - 1/25/88

11/26/85 - 8/9/88

5/11/89 - 9/2/92

12/11/89 - 7/1/91

10/12/91 - 1/21/95

5/26/93 - 2/2/95

10/1/93 - 4/6/94

Description of Dial

29 mm, EAST CAPITOL STA./D.C.
M/DITIY

23 mm, EAST CAPITOL STA./D.C.
M-D/T, Y outside dial

23 mm, EAST CAPITOL STA./D.C.
M-D/T, Y outside dia, larger

letters than above.

23 1/12 mm, EAST CAPITOL STA./D.C.
M-D/T, Y outside dial

As above with no date or time (3¢ class)
25% mm, EAST/CAPITOL STA.D.C.
M-D/T, Y outside dia

Asabove

25 Y> mm, EAST CAPITOL STA./WASH.D.C.
M-D/T, Y outside dial

25 % mm, EAST CAP. STA. WASHINGTON/D.C.

M-D/T, Y outside dial

25 Y2 mm, WASHINGTON, D.C./E.C.S.
M-D/T, Y outside dial

Killer description
Oval of broken
circlesand arcs

B incirclewithin
barrel ellipse

B in center of nine bar

barrel pointed ellipse.

0 inside nine bar

pointed ellipse

As above.

0 inside nine bar
rounded ellipse
B incirclewithin
barrel elipse.
ECSinrectangle,
3 bars of oval top
and bottom
lincirclewithin
barred barrel oval

as above
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Receiver
Dates of Usage Description of Dial Killer description
9/10/87 28 mm, WASHINGTON, E.C.S/REC'D. NONE
M/DIT/heavy line
6/10/89 Asabove, but no heavy line NONE
12/9/92 27 mm, WASHINGTON, D.C. REC'D/E.C.S;; NONE
M-D/TIY
Registered
6/3/87 4 horizontal lines, WASHINGTON, D.C./ 30 %2> mm double oval
REGISTERED/M-D-Y/EAST CAPITOL STA., WASHINGTON, D.C,;

REG

WASHINGTON, 0. C.
REGISTERED,

Y IR
T
|
Georgetown Sation was a conversion from the Georgetown Post Office on 1 January 1878. One field of
thought isthat it was designated Station A on that same date. However, | have never seen an official document
supporting that designation and no “A” appearsin the postal markings until 1884 and 1893 is considered the
other alternative for the designation date. | have chosen to locate it in this article according to the postal

markings. It was the first Washington station and the conversion was effected in order to extend the Washing-
ton letter carrier system. It remained a full service station.

12/27/78 - 3/10/79 28 mm, GEORGETOWN STATION/D.C. Negative cork crossroads
M/DIT/Y inviolet inviolet

12/28/79 As abovein black As abovein black

4/4/80 - 1/29/84 28 2mm, GEORGETOWN, STA./D.C. Large G within 3
M/DITIY concentric circles

12/15/84 - 12/12/94 23 mm, GEORGETOWN, STA./D.C. LargeAincircle
M-D/T/Y outside dia within barrel ellipse

3/28/88 - 10/18/93 26 mm, GEORGETOWN STA.D.C./A Aincirclewithin
M-D/T, Y outside dial barrel ellipse

7/14/81 40 X 23 mm oval, GEORGETOWN/D.C. in NONE

magenta (used on postage due stamp)
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Receivers
Dates of Usage Description of Dial Killer description
12/27/78 28 mm, GEORGETOWN, D.C./REC'D. NONE
DIT
2/24/95 26 Y2mm, WASHINGTON G SD.C./REC'D; M-D/T/Y NONE

Only the top half of the |ettersidentified hereas G and S
areclear. G and S are the only letters which seem to fit.
12/27/78 FORWARDED in 24 X 5 mm oval in violet
12/27/78 GEORGETOWN STATION,/D.C.; M/D/TIY NONE

Good Hope Station was established 7/1/07 replacing Station 49. It was discontinued 6/15/15.

12/16/09 26 mm, WASHINGTON, D.C./ GOOD HOPE STA.; Barrd ellipsewith
M-D/T/Year outside dial. 3 bars above and

below; 1incircle.
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Southwest Station was established asafull service station 1 December 1890 at 714 4 %2 St. SW and converted
to Station D on 1 March 1895. Ten carriers (postmen) wereinitially assigned to service that section of the city.
Southwest Station was re-established 1 December 1919 as a limited service station.

Dates of Usage Description of Dial Killer description

1/5/91 - 1/21/92 25 % mm, SOUTHWEST STATION/D.C. Square inside nine
M-D/T, Y outside dia barred oval

7/19/92 - 17/11/93 26 mm, SOUTHWEST STATION/D.C. S.W.S. inrectangle
T/M-D, Y outside dia within barred ellipse

6/16/92 - 6/24/94 26 m, SOUTHWEST STATION/ D.C. Square inside nine
T/M-D, Y outside dia barred ellipse

-
[
‘..-\

/ KT 51
7 QLU N1

Takoma Par k Sation was converted from an independent post office 1 July 1901. It was discontinued 1 June
1957.

3/9/05 - 1/8/12 26 mm, WASHINGTON, D.C/TAKOMA PK. STA. 1in center of barrel
M-D/T, Y outside dia dlipse
11/20/16 Asabove, except letters dightly smaller Same as above
and no apostrophe between P and K
Receiver
5/26/05 29 mm, WASH. D.C. REC'D/TAKOMA PARK STA.

M-D/T/Y
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Tennallytown Station was converted from the independent Tennallytown Post Office 1 January 1895, re-
named Station E on 1 Mach 1895, and renamed Tennallytown Station on 10 October 1900.

Dates of Usage Description of Dial Killer description
12/22/? 25 mm, WASH. D.C/TENNALLYTOWN STA; Barrel elipsewith
M-D/T/Year outside dia 3 bars above and

Receiver

11/11/06 29% mm, WASH. D.C. REC'D/TENNALLYTOWN NONE
STA.; .M-D/T. No year date

To Be Continued:

MAINE NARROW GAUGE R.P.O.

UNITED STATES
CANCELS WANTED

- CANCELLATION CLuB
Bangor & Bucksport AGT. (10/9/1879-5/31/1883 .
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Figure 1 First international postal card |ssued in 1879 and sent in 1918 to a POW in
Germany.
Who was the recipient of this postal card?
By Alex Gundel that ended the war was signed on November 11, 1918,

I would like to discuss the usage of an international
U.S. postal card (Scott’s UX5) that was mailed from
Germany tothe U.S. in 1918 during World War | (Fig-
ure 1). It is addressed to “Prisoner of War, Rosery
Ferry”. The following notes will pursue the question
of whether Rosery Ferry wasaU.S. American POW.

Some general information about mail from members
of the American Expeditionary Forces who became
POW isgiven by Richard Sackett in Theo. Van Dam’s
book, The History of the AEF, 1917-1923 (Second
edition, The Printer’s Stone, Ltd., Fishkill NY, 1990).
According to Sackett therewere only 4,765 members
of the A.E.F. and an unspecified number of civilians
imprisoned in Germany during World War |. Most of
these were not held prisoner for along time, and cov-
ersto and from these POWs, which include civilians,
are scarce. Sackett gives a census of 13 covers from
A.E.F. membersand 2 from civilians. The number of
coversin collector’s hands that were sent to POWsis
not known but presumably it is small aswell.

Thepostal card that ispresented here was postmarked
in Middletown, Connecticut, on March 26, 1918. The
U.S. had officially declared war on Germany onApril
4,1917, and mail to Germany was suspended on April
7. Only later in 1917, on October 12, the Censorship
Board was established to administer a system for
postal censorship for the United States. Thearmistice

and onApril 11, 1919 mail to Germany was resumed.
Though mail fromthe U.S. to Germany had been sus-
pended mail to POWs was accepted by the U.S. Post
Office. The card shows a magenta New York censor
marking “PASSED BY. CENSOR NO. 12". The cen-
sor number 12 is not listed by Sackett.

The address on the card is partly written in German.
The addresseeis*“ Prisoner of War, Rosery Ferry/ S.S.
Emeraldas Gruppe (English: group) 3,/ Baracke J(?)/
Kriegsgefangenenlager (English: POW camp)
Parchim/ Germany (Meckl.)”. Parchim was a camp
for enlisted men and is located in the province of
Mecklenburg, 120 km northwest of Berlin. The card
was censored in Parchim and shows the magentatwo-
line marking “Gepruft F. a./ Parchim Nr. 30”.
“Gepruft” means censored and “F. a” stands for
“Fristgemald abgefertigt” meaning that it was pro-
cessed in the time span demanded by the Geneva
Conventionto prevent delaying of mail. The card was
forwarded (red crayon) to a military hospital (Ger-
man: Lazarett). The lower edge of the card shows a
German date inscription, probably a processing date,
written in black ink, i.e. 30-4-18 (April 30, 1918).

Thereverse of the card bears a message written by a
sister of Rosery Ferry (figure 2). Itisalittle disturb-
ing that the messageis dated March 24, 1916 and not
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Figure 2 Reverse of the postal card. The message reads:
“ Middletown Conn March 24, 1916 Dear Brother, Just a
few lines to let you know that | amwell and so hopeto
hear the same from you. Dear brother received your
photo the other day and today have received one of your
postal cards dated Dec. 17 and was very glad to get
both. Dear Brother please excuse me for not writing
sooner because my little girl isvery sick, Your sister
Mary Kisses’

1918. Because of al the information on the front of
the card, i.e. dates and censorship, | believe that the
year 1916 has been written down erroneously.

To obtain information about the S.S. Emeraldas,
Lloyd's List has been researched. A listing of April
13, 1917 was found that gives information about a
steamer Esmeraldas. | assumethat S.S. Emeraldasin
the address meansthe same ship. Thenotein Lloyd's
List reads “In the North Atlantic the steamer
Esmeraldas which had taken 1200 head of cattlefrom
Newport News to Liverpool and was how returning
in ballast was sunk. She had 116 men on board be-
sides 60 cattlemen.” The Esmeraldas was registered

La Posta

in London with 4678 tons gross, owned by the Pa-
cific Steam Navigation Company and sunk by the
German raider Mowe on March 10. All men were
saved and the Mowe arrived with the men on board at
Kiel, Germany, on March 22 about two weeks before
the U.S. officialy entered the war. It seems that the
men were not sent home but were held prisoner in
Germany.

The raider Modwe was commanded by
Korvettenkapitéan Nikolaus Burggraf und Graf zu
Dohna-Schlodien who later wrote a book about the
Mowe's activities (“ Zweite Fahrt der Mowe”). In his
book heistalking about 115 cattlemen being rescued
from a ship “Esmerada’ (without an s at the end)
returning in ballast to Baltimore that was raided in
the night of March 9. Though there is a dight dis-
agreement with Lloyd's List in naming the ship and
in the description of the crew, Graf Dohna certainly
was writing about the same ship.

The two letters from civilians that are described by
Sackett increase the plausibility of our explanation
that Rosery Ferry was U.S. citizen. One of these let-
ters was sent from the POW camp Parchim proving
that American civilians were held in that camp in-
deed. The other letter was written by a civilian ship
captain from the POW camp Karlsruhe. He was cap-
tain of a ship named Encore that was captured by the
German raider Wolf on July 14, 1917. This second
cover showsthat men from captured vesselswere held
prisoner in POW camps.

In summary, no facts about the postal card contradict
Rosery Ferry being an American civilian held in a
POW camp in Germany. Thismakesthe postal card a
desirable postal history item, of course. Certainly it
would be satisfying to have a list of names of the
crew of the Esmeraldas or to find information about
the crew’s fate after arrival in Germany. Is there a
reader of these notes who can help with additional
information? | can be contacted at Alex Gundel,
Mainzer Str. 76, 50678 Cologne, Germany,
alexander.gundel @dlr.de.
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POSTAL MARKINGS OF NORTH DAKOTA TERRITORY

Part X1I: Pierce, Ramsey, Ransom County

By Mike Ellingson
Post Office Box 21402
Eagan, MN 55121-0402
E-Mail: mikeellingson@juno.com

Thisisthetwelfth installment in an effort to catalog all known postmarks used in the portion of Dakota Territory that
later became North Dakota. Please continue to send updates to the author at the above address. Thanks!

Pierce County

Code Earliest L atest Killer Notes

Cecil (1887-1911)
None Reported

Denney (1887-1893)
None Reported

HurricanelLake (1886-1905)

None Reported
Rugby (1886-Date)
None Reported
Ramsey County
Code Earliest Latest Killer Notes
Bartlett (1883-1975)
1 C21LN1R28 1 Jul 1883 8 Jan 1884 cork
2 CIGN1R28 2 Apr 1887 8 Dec 1888 target
3 CIGN1B27.5 1 Aug 1889 target
Church (1883-1886)
1 C1GN1B27 19 Jul 1886 target
Church’sFerry (1886-1894)
1 C1GN1B26.5 31 Oct 1887 13 Feb 1890 cork/grid

Crary (1884-Date)

1 C41HN1B27.5 16 Mar 1886 21 Sep 1887 cork/grid
2 C1GN1B27 28 Aug 1888 13 May 1892 target
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This Creel City postmark was dated 17 days after the official name was changed to Devils Lake.
The enclosed |etter advises the recipient to address future mail to Devils Lake.

L




Minnewakan

Locke (1882/1899)

None Reported

None Reported

(1882-1884)

La Posta March 2001
Creel City (1883-1884)
1 C21H3N1B32 14 Jun 1883 9 Sep 1883 cork
2 C31G'3N1R28.5 14 Jan 1884 7 Mar 1884  honeycomb
Creelsburgh (1882-1883)
None Reported
Ramsey County
Code Earliest L atest Killer Notes
DeGroat (1884-1895)
None Reported
DevilsLake (1884-Date)
1 C1GN1B26 19 Jul 1884 28 May 1885 target
2 CIGN1B27 21 Dec 1885 target
3 C1GN1B26 20 Apr 1886 30 Aug 1887 cork
4 C1GN1B27.5 17 Nov 1887 10 Apr 1889 cork
5 CIGN1B27.5 27 May 1889 7 Aug 1890 cork
Foxlake (1888-1910)
None Reported
Grand Harbor  (1882-1914)
1 C21GN1R32.5 27 Aug 1883 12 Feb 1885 target
2 C1G?B27 3 Dec 1889 cork
lola (1889-1903)
None Reported
Jackson  (1884-1910)
1 C1GN1B26 9 Mar 1897 target
Jerusalem  (1881-1904)
1 C1G™B27 ??77?189? cork 1
Kildahl  (1885-1893)
1 C1GN3B27 13 Jan 1886 target
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This 1897 Jackson Dakota is a very late usage of a territorial postmarking device.
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Penn (1888-Date)
None Reported

Rogers (1882-1887)
None Reported

Rutten (1887-1902)
None Reported

Schapera (1887-1889)
None Reported

Ramsey County

Code Earliest L atest Killer Notes

Scott  (1882-1882)
None Reported

Starkweather  (1886-Date)
1 C1GN1B27.5 26 Feb 1890 target

Swan (1882-1882)
None Reported

Tracy (1883-1836)
1 C31GN1R28.5 20 Feb 1884 27 Sep 1885 cork

Ransom County

Code Earliest L atest Killer Notes

Aliceton  (1884-1886)
None Reported

Bonnersville (1878-1890)
1 C41HIN1R34 17 Nov 1882 ??7?7?1883  star-in-circle

Buttzville (1883-1955)

1 MS 3 Mar 1885 pen
2 C1GN1B28 30 Sep 1887 target
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Coburn  (1883/1897)
None Reported

Elliott  (1884/1972)

M arch 2001

1 C1GN1B27 2 Nov 1888 19 Nov 1888 cork

2 OC1H?R26.5 ?7?77?189? cork 2
Englevale (1883-1985)

1 C21HN1R33.5 21 Oct 1884

2 CIGN1B27 10 Oct 1885 target 1
Fort Ransom  (1880-Date)

1 OV22G17R38 ??77?188? target

2 CIGN1B27.5 11 Feb 1886 9 Feb 1889 target
Griswold (1883-1884)

None Reported

Ransom County
Code Earliest Latest Killer Notes

Jenksville (1881-1881)

None Reported
Lisbon (1880-Date)

1 C4101,13N1R34 8 Jun 1880 16 Sep 1881 cork/grid

2 MS 10 Dec 1881 pen

3 C1GN1B26 2 Mar 1882 28 Mar 1882 target

4 C1GN1B27 31 Jan 1883 10 Jun 1883 cork

5 C1IGN1B27 8 Jun 1885 2 Apr 1890 cork
Mullen (1882-1884)

None Reported
Owego (1871/1906)

None Reported
Penequa (1881-1885)

1 OV1HSI1R41 14 Jan 1884 star
Plymouth  (1880-1905)

1 C21GN1R27 6 Oct 1881 target

2 OV21H1S1R39 22 Dec 1884 target
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Ruscoe (1881-1883)
1 MS 16 Sep 1881

Scovill ~ (1880-1905)
None Reported

Sheldon  (1881-Date)

1 C21G'1IN1B27.5 28 Feb 1883
2 CIGN1B24 16 Jun 1883
3 C1GN1B27.5 24 Feb 1888

Shenford ~ (1880-1892)

1 MS 1 Mar 1882
2 C1GN1B26 27 Mar 1883

Sandingrock  (1881-1884)
1 MS 22 Mar 1884

Sydna (1882-1884)
None Reported

Notes:
1. Traceable postmark isnot available.

2. No Evidence of indicia.

La Posta Backnumbers

Backnumbers of La Posta may be purchased from
Sherry Straley, 2214 Arden Way #199,
Sacaramento, CA 95825. An index of all
backnumbers through Volume 28 has been com-
pleted by Daniel Y. Meschter and is available on
the La Posta website at www.la-posta.com.

To order backnumberscall Sherry at 916-486-9339
or send her an E-mail at sherjohn@softcom.net.

9 Apr 1890
18 Jun 1888

13 Dec 1882

target
duplex
cork

pen
target

pen
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The Post Offices of Trimble County, Kentucky

by Robert M. Rennick

rimble, Kentucky’s eighty-sixth county, was
created by thelegislature on February 9, 1837

from parts of Gallatin, Henry, and Oldham
counties. It was named for the Virginia native and
longtime Bourbon County resident, Robert Trimble
(1777-1828), who had distinguished himself asajus-
tice of the Kentucky Court of Appeals, aU.S. district
judge, and, until hisuntimely death, an associate jus-
tice of the U.S. Supreme Court. Only thirteen months
after its establishment, Trimble County returned ten
square miles to Henry County and lost sixty morein
the creation of Carroll County. Ten square mileswere
returned to its territory in February 1843. Its present
149 square mile area was secured by March 1850
when it again returned some of itsland to Henry.

Trimble is drained by the Ohio River, which forms
its northern and western boundary for twenty-one
miles, and severd of itstributaries. Thelatter include
theLittle Kentucky River, which Trimble shareswith
Henry and Carroll counties, and Canip, Spring, Corn,
Barebone, Middle, and Patton Creeks on or near which
most of its post offices were located. The 1990 Cen-
sus counted some 6,100 county residents. Of
Trimble's twenty-two post offices, only six were es-
tablished before the Civil War, and only half were
created before 1890.

The county’s somewhat centrally located seat of
Bedford centers at the junction of US 421 and 42,
forty-four road miles northeast of downtown Louis-
ville. Though this sixth class city has aways been
the county seat, it was only in the last twenty years
that it became Trimble's largest town. Even so, with
only 760 residents, it remains one of Kentucky’s
smallest county seats. It was chartered on February
6, 1816 and probably named for the Virginia home
town of the Richard Bell family which had settled
there some ten years before. Its post office, the first
in the future county, was established on March 23,
1818 with William E. Young, postmaster. By road
miles from that office's present location most of the
offices described below will be located.

Until recently, Trimble's largest town, and its oldest,
was Milton. It centers at the junction of US 421 and
Ky 36, just across the Ohio River from Madison, In-
diana, at which pointitis12 ¥ milesnorth of Bedford.
One of the oldest towns in Kentucky, it was estab-

lished by the Virginialegislaturein 1789 and wasfirst
situated between Canip and Tiber Creeks (the latter
earlier called Town Branch). It soon devel oped into a
busy river port. Sometime after 1802 the Moffatt store
on the ridge overlooking the river bottom may have
becomethefirst mail distribution point for the settle-
ment before its post office was officially established
in 1819, with James M cConathy, its first recognized
postmaster.

For some reason the validity of the town’s Virginia
charter was questioned, and in February 1842 the
town, with its origina plat, was re-chartered by the
Kentucky legislature. In March 1872 the legislature
authorized the extension of the town’s limits to in-
clude the smaller village of Kingston just below the
Tiber. This explains the long held notion that Milton
wasfirst called Kingston. No one knows how Milton
acquired its name. There is no evidence that it was
corrupted from Milltown or that the town had ever
been called that. And less likely was it derived from
a combination of Milltown and Kingston for it had
its name long before the founding of the latter.

Milton is still a sixth class city with an active post
office and several businesses. Though it recently an-
nexed a3Yzmilestrip along US 421 toward Bedford,
it managed to lose some 300 residents since 1970 to
bring its 1990 population to only 560.

The odd association of Corn Creek and Wises Land-
ing, which are several miles apart, still needs some
explaining. The Burr (post office) map of 1839 shows
thefirst Corn Creek post officein the vicinity of the
Corn Creek Church on the creek for which it was
named. Thiswas on the old Milton to Bedford Road,
about midway between these two towns. This office,
established by Jesse Connell, operated between Janu-
ary 6, 1830 and mid-November 1849.

On all later nineteenth and early twentieth century
maps, however, a Corn Creek community is shown
on the Ohio River at the mouth of its name source
where mid-century records located amill and several
other businesses. But on none of these mapsor records
isWises Landing identified. Yet the next we hear of
a Corn Creek post office was when it was re-estab-
lished on June 21, 1878 in postmaster Richard
Ogden’'s store at Wises Landing. This landing, just
above the mouth of Barebone Creek (6 %2 mileswest
of Bedford) and two milesbel ow (south of) the mouth

59



60

M arch 2001

of Corn Creek, is said to have been established in the
1840sor 50s by its owner Henry Philip Fix, who also
operated its first store. It may then have been called
Fix’s Landing. In 1876 the landing and store were
acquired by Jesse Wise and the place was probably
renamed for him, or for hisfamily’s area progenitor,
William Wise, a Revolutionary War veteran. Two
years later Jesse sold his store to Ogden. After sev-
eral local site changes to the several other stores in
the vicinity, the Corn Creek post office closed for
goodinlate April 1913. The community it served was
a rather busy river port for much of the nineteenth
century but is now a sleepy little hamlet.

It has never been learned why that second post office
was called Corn Creek rather than Wises Landing.
Nor isthe creek’s name origin known. The creek, so
called since the 1790s, could have taken the name of
a pioneer family. In the act establishing Trimble
County reference is made to Corn’s Old Farm on
Riddle’'smill Road. Furthermore, the several children
of George Corn (who died in 1832) areknownto have
been born in the first decade of the nineteenth cen-
tury in what was the Henry County.

The original Collins' History (1847) mentions
Palmyra as a small Trimble County village with a
store and post office. Yet there was never a Palmyra
post officein Trimble County. The office serving this
community was not established till January 21, 1851,
with James H. Turner, postmaster, and was called
Winona probably since Palmyra was already in use
by a Simpson County post office. The community
remained Palmyra while its post office continued as
Winona till it closed in late July 1905. They were
located on the present Rt. 1225, probably in the vi-
cinity of the Union Grove Church, 6 ¥2 miles north-
northeast of Bedford.

This community with its post office has often been
confused with the post office called Vail. The latter
was nearly two miles east of Palmyra-Winona and
closetothe Carroll County line. It wasnot, asiscom-
monly believed, atransfer of the Winona post office
for it was established (as Vail) on May 11, 1891 (with
Mary Jane Holsclaw, postmaster) while Winona was
till active. Vail operated through November 1892.
Though an attempt to re-establishiit thefollowing year
was unsuccessful, it was again in operation by June
23,1903, but asMonitor. EzraO. Vail, thelocal store-
keeper and thefirst of itstwo postmasters, found Vail
(actually Vale) aready committed to aRowan County
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office. Monitor closed in late April 1913. The names
Palmyra, Winona, and Monitor have not yet been
derived.

It is still not clear where the post office of Garriotts
Landing was located. It is known that the family of
State Senator (1865-1869) Evan M. Garriott had a
store on or at the mouth of Middle Creek, and the
Ohio River landing itself may have been just above
it, about 7 ¥2 miles southwest of Bedford. The post
office was likely in the store, and was operated be-
tween December 16, 1851 and early September 1862
by Evan Garriott and several other family members.

The original Abbottsford and two later Abbotts were
a so post officeswhose sites are not precisely known.
Abbottsford’s only postmaster, during its brief ten-
ure from February 11, 1859 to mid-May 1862, was
James Abbott who ran the local store and hotel. The
“ford” suggests a location on the Little Kentucky
River or some other major stream.

Thefirst Abbott post office, according to postmaster-
designate Madison Dunn'’s Site Location Report of
April 1880, was probably in Dunn’s home just north
of the Little Kentucky and 4 %2 miles south of Winona.
His preferred names Menifee and King City werere-
placed by Abbott. It operated between August 2, 1880
and late June 1883.

The second Abbott post office served the small com-
munity then known as Abbotts Ford. The“Ford” was
crossed out on postmaster William R. Morgan's Site
Location Report, and the office opened as simply
Abbott on April 16, 1886. According to Morgan's
report, it was amile northeast of Middle Creek, four
miles east of the Ohio River, and five miles south of
Bedford. This place isnot too far from where Abbott
isshown on current state highway maps, onUS42, 1
% miles west of the Little Kentucky River, and 4 %2
miles south-southwest of Bedford. The office closed
for good in mid-August 1906.

A coupleof storesand asawmill at aford on the Ewing
family’sland ontheLittle Kentucky River were served
from April 9, 1873 through March 1904 by the
Ewingsford post office. William Spillman was the
first postmaster. Some years ago the ford was replaced
by a bridge, and the old road between New Castle
and Bedford became US 421. Ewingford today is a
small restaurant and a couple of dozen homeson 421,
3 Yamiles southeast of Bedford.
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On March 30, 1887 Lafayette Trout established the
Trout post office to serve the area just below the
mouth of Pryor’s Fork of Corn Creek. The office at
the junction of the present Ky 625 and 1488, on the
north side of the creek, 7 % miles northwest of
Bedford, operated till mid-June 1906.

What is shown on current maps as Providence, prob-
ably for the local Baptist church on Ky 316, some
eight miles east-southeast of Bedford, used to be the
fairly good-sized village of Hammel's Store. At least
that was the name first proposed for its post office by
local storekeeper George M. Hammel. The office
opened, though, assimply Hammel on April 28, 1890
and operated through February 1903. It isnot known
when the community (but not the post office) was
renamed Providence. Most likely this was after the
First World War since published maps of that time
till identified the place as Hammel's.

Near the junction of Rt. 1492 and US 421, 7 Vamiles
north of Bedford, is the site of the Carmel post of-
fice. This served several stores, a wagonworks, a
school, and the Mt. Carmel Church between Decem-
ber 1890 and mid-August 1906. John W. Eadswasits
first postmaster. Only the church survives, though the
nearby Carmel Heights subdivision on the highway
also preserves the name.

From March 9, 1891 through March 1912 the inex-
plicably named Leeport post office operated on the
old Bedford to Milton Turnpike, about three fourths
of amile south of the Corn Creek Church, 1 %2 miles
west of the present US 421, and 6 ¥ miles north of
Bedford. William Cull wasiits first postmaster.

TheMount Pleasant post office served astore, school,
and church on the present Ky 625, 4 % miles west-
northwest of Bedford, from March 29, 1892 through
January 1907. Flournoy G. Willis was its first post-
master. Only the church and some homes remain. It
may have been aptly named but thistoo has not been
confirmed.

Two relatively short-lived post offices, both main-
tained exclusively by Robert Edward Callis, served
his stores and a school at what is till called Callis
Grove. Thisis just west of the junction of US 421
and the New Hope Road, four milesnorth of Bedford.
The first of the two offices was Callis which oper-
ated between June 1, 1893 and September of the fol-
lowing year. Around 1900 Callis moved his store
about a mile eat, to the junction where, on June 4,
1909, he re-established the office. Instead of his pre-

M arch 2001

ferred Callisit was named Hisle for another Trimble
family then living in the Hammel’s Store-Providence
area. The Hidle post office closed in late April 1913
though the store has survived till the present.

Shortly after the close of the Hisle post officeaMeth-
odist church built in anearby grove alarge open-air
but roofed tabernacle and campgrounds and called it
Callis Grove. For the rest of this century the grounds
have attracted sizeable crowds for renewals and
Fourth of July celebrations.

To serve his store where Spring Creek joinsthe Ohio,
seven miles southwest of downtown Milton, Samuel
C. Moreland applied for a post office he would call
Mamie. However, it operated between March 21,
1896 and late March 1907, as Gum, the name of a
Trimble County family.

Benjamin Franklin Welch undoubtedly gave hisname
to the post office he alone operated from April 18,
1900 through January 1904. This was about where
US 42 crosses Millers Branch, just above its
confluence with the Little Kentucky, and alittle over
four miles east-northeast of Bedford. It may have been
at (or near) the site of thefirst of the two Abbott post
offices. Nothing remains of Welch. It has not been
identified on published maps for many years.

The name given to the short-lived Revere post office
has also not been explained. This office, which Perry
P. Melvin and JamesW. Abbott maintained from Janu-
ary 27, 1902 through November 1905, wasjust above
theforks of Middle Creek, |essthan two miles east of
the Ohio River and five miles southwest of Bedford.
It served alocal store, school, and church, all since
gone.

Ira Marshall Jennings (1864-1931) was the last of
three generations of hisfamily to run the country store
across Patton Creek from Oldham County. This site,
two miles from the Ohio River and nearly 8 Y2 miles
southwest of Bedford (via US 42 and the Kidwell
Road), may have been called Rhea around the turn of
the twentieth century. At least that is the name
Jennings first proposed for his new office. However,
finding it already in use in Calloway County, he
opened the officeas Jennings. It operated from March
28, 1902 through November 1913. This vicinity is
now identified on published maps as Wesl ey Chapel
for the local church.
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Cottagehill, Trimble's last post office, was operated
only by Archabald E. King from April 27, 1904
through April 1909. Its preciselocation isnot known,
but, according to King's Site Location Report, it
would be a mile from the Ohio, one fourth of amile
east of Gilmore Creek, and five mileswest of Milton.
It thus might have been on Fisher Ridge, perhaps on
the present Rt. 1256. It may have been aptly named
but that is only a guess.

On afarm half a mile north of Bedford was one of
Kentucky’'sfew unofficial Civil War erapost offices.
It was called The Rock Post Office as Confederate
soldiers traveling through the county would deposit
mail and messages for their families in a honey-
combed rock formation sitting on top of alarger boul-
der.t

CONCLUSIONS

Only two of Trimble's twenty-two post offices are
active. Bedford and Milton still serve the county’s
only incorporated places. Only four of the officesever
served viable villages. The Corn Creek name was
applied to two geographically distinct post offices;
while Abbottsford and the two later Abbott offices
may also have been at separate locations.

Eleven offices were named for local/area persons or
families. One may have been named for a distant
place, while to three were transferred the names of
areafeatures (achurch and Corn Creek). Seven names
have not been accounted for. One office (Abbottsford)
has not even been approximately located.

The names of six post offices were not those origi-
nally intended for them. Three offices served com-
munities with other names.

Endnote:

! Augusta Vance Owens, WPA manuscript (ca. Late
1930s) and C.A. Hollowell's “ History of the Post
Offices, Postal Services, and the Communities In-
volved of Trimble County, Kentucky,” a manuscript
shared with the writer on May 27 and June 5, 1980.
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An Elusive C.0O.D. Form?

. find out what thetag in figure 1 (front)
.~ andfigure2 (reverse) was. The*book”
' I'mreferring to isthe Postal Lawsand

' Regulations, 1913 and in Section
' 489(2) | found that “The sender of a
1 collect-on-delivery (C.0.D.) parcel
1 shall be given a receipt showing the
| officeand date of mailing, the number
of theparcel, and theamount due him.”
| Thus, it appears the illustrated tag is
i perhaps a part of the above described
, receipt which, for at least a so far un-
known reason, was not given to the
! sender since it contains the postmark
4~ | of the office of mailing AND the de-
"1t livery office. Additional information
isrequired to determineif, in fact, the

mr:nu‘rmm:: fir 1.1 ' 1 if i i
st wr.;, i irm:;:f m;;;:;:;:ﬁm; | larger receipt and, if so, what happened

ol 18 o AT v 3 : to the receipt retained by the post of-
Figure 1 fice.
by E.J. Guerrant Jr. Reading Section 489(5) provides another clue stat-

ing the C.O.D. tag “shall be securely attached to the

The rates and forms utilized by the parcel post sys-  parcel, which shall be numbered to correspond with
tem established January 1, 1913 have been well

documented over the years; however, smilar in-
formation on the Collect on Delivery (C.O.D.)
service established July 1, 1913 which facilitated
purchase of merchandise shipped by parcel post
isseemingly missing in the literature. Theinfor-
mation available appears to be directed towards
the service as it applied to first and third class
matter which could be sent COD on and after July
1, 1929 and such information deal s primarily with
the postal rates and related fees which were paid
at thetimeof mailing. Thetotal amount duefrom
the addressee and the money order fee appear to Dok of Delivars O 7] ML THES TAS WITh NO!
have been largely ignored, since the familiar | .72 ' . . : _ = -
C.O.D. marking clearly states the total amount - plet/ , / .ff_ s e 1 Ve B B BN B 1;

’ Amwnl

Diate of hlua ?Z»:’.(T }CJI' 3
P‘nﬂt] Jrlwud by W‘ ....... ‘
Eond.ll:l.op rfqot _ﬂouﬂ q_ﬂ"ﬂ“".

ek

AR Ly LT LT e T E Ty PPy P

io| . FILE THIS TAG WITH MONEY

due sender for the merchandise, money order fee © =~ !;.- B e =
and the total amount to be collected by the post | &= 1= :;s.{..t el ke 2 10 f’ el g
office. Disregard of the details contained inthe | st T A [t Tt ALK ' o
C.0.D. marking makes sense as they have little | ,u....,.m.u;.u . ST e ;
to do with the postal history or postal rates asso- ‘r’ Sanbbare oF adireases: Jd/ 7 /J ‘,-j, Y e LR
. . j S v eni g
ciated with the cover. E} e : B
The foregoing lack of information on “exactly” H AME - EE‘B‘E*E;;;'“" i M‘ES:'; ';E’ GVER AS
how the C.O.D. serviceworked intheearlier years

o REMITTRR OF MONEY ORDER

e L

took me to the “book” recently, while trying to Flgure2
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the tag, stamped C.O.D., and the charges to be col-

lected plainly written thereon (the familiar C.O.D. . .
marking again?)” Visualizing what the parcel looked United StatesPostal History

like, it was either wrapped or boxed with the C.O.D. Town Cancels. D.PO.’s, machines, adver-
marking attached AND atag asillustrated in Figures tising, R.PO.’s, stampless and muc’h more

1 and 2 attached, so why aren’t the tags as common ; o :
asthe C.0.D. marking if they were securely attached arefeatured in my state price lists. Which
state may | send you?

to the package? Werethey not saved by the addressee,
which seems unlikely based on the odd stuff people

have saved over the years OR is there another rea PO. Box 94822
son? s

LasV NV 89193
Sure enough, another reason is found in Section asvegas
489(7), which states “An employee shall receipt for (800) 594-3837
the total number of parcels given him for delivery. FAX (702) 369-9139

Thisreceipt shall be surrendered to him either on the
return of the parcels or the receipted tags and the to-

tal amount to be collected”. Still not a convincing
reason for the scarcity of the tags because postal em-
ployees would have no obvious need to save the tags
once the total amount was collected from the ad-
dressee—or would they?

Therest of the story and the reason the illustrated tag
is so elusive can be found in Section 489(8), which
states “ The receipted tag shall be considered as the
addressee’s application for a money order for the

13.6 H. P. $525.00

amount due the sender. A money order shall then be i

issued, stamped C.O.D., and mailed to the senderina ﬁ PP
penalty envelope by the postmaster, who shall enter

on the tag the number of the money order, the amount ROYALVIKINGPOST 557 P
and date of issue, and file it with other money-order i S 400 - BRETTG Kastug

applications. DON'T MISS THE FUTURE
In summary, it would appear the tags are elusive, be- OF INTERNATIONAL MAIL

moved and became anintegral part of the postmaster’s Globalization of the Mail Market, chronicles the

processing, routes, and markings of international re-
accountable funds. The tags were then probably de- |\ wie e o4 ™o TNT since the 1980s. Over 450
stroyed upon completion of an audit of the

! markings and covers are listed.

postmaster’s funds. Richard Helbock, editor of La Posta, writes:

The author would appreci ate hearing from others hav- g ‘ V\g\;t (Gundetlz] f;?sammitfm iSR - frqun a postqi -
ing additional examples of the receipted tags or in- IStory prespective —ear ng: ... Remailing iswithout-
f o?mati on pertainin gpto them and caE be rzgach ed at a-doubt the shape of thingsto come. . . .” (Oct/Nov 2000
HY PERLINK mailto: review)

guerrant@oio.net Price: $US 19.00 cash (APS members may remit by
checks drawn on aU.S. bank). Price includes surface

postage. For airmail post, add $US 10.00.

Alex Gundel, Mainzer Str. 76,
D-50678 Cologne, Ger many.
E-mail: alexander.gundel@dIr.de
http: //mmww.dlr.de/~agundel/remail.htm
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A Soldier’s 1885 Journey from Jefferson Barracks to
Leavenworth and Ft. Reno

Two letterstranscribed by Ralph L. Grumke

Ft RenoI.T.
Nov 15th 1885

Dear Bro Geo

Yours hasjust cometo hand and was duly appreciated. We
left Jeff Bks on 3 for Ft. Leavenworth where we arrived
thenext day at 12 Oclock. It isbeautifully situated on bluffs
of the Missouri.

| was very much pleased with the place and the drill it is
considered the most military post in the west. There are
about 70 officers there and 5 co of infantry 4 of Calvary
and one bat of artillery.

We left Leavenworth Monday night and reached this post
at 4 PM Wednesday evening after staging 113 miles and
seeing many prarie chickens and numerous prarie dogs and
being lighted on our way by several beautiful prariefires.
Thereislittle or no timber in this section all our wood be-
ing hauled over 20 or 30 miles. There are 5 Cos. Of the 5th
here and 2 of the 24. My Co went in the field the day after
| reached the post and will probably be out al the winter. |
regret to say that | not being equipped wasleft behind. | am
now in charge of the stable and sleep down there every
night. We have white horses n the Co and most of them are
very good ones. With tenderest love to dear Sister Jennie

& Cousin and kisses for the little ones. | am as ever your
devoted Bro.

J.R. Harrison Pfc.

Oneof our boyscamein from camp ol c today and reported
aPow Wow over one of our camp dogs. When they stopped
for camp they rounded up an ox and killed our Shep who
was standing behind. So they singed the hair off and cooked
him whole dancing and singing till one o’ clock.

*kkkk

Ft Reno
Nov 12th 1885
Dearest Brother

| 1eft Jeff Bkson 3“for Ft. Leavenworth where we arrived
the next day at 12. It is a beautifully situated on the high
bluffs of the Missouri as you go right up on the right are
some of the officers houses and you see the prison up in
front of you with its high turreted walls and grim grated
windows. On reaching the top of the bluff another row of
officers houses are to be seen and two chapels. Then you
go about ablock further on the nicely paved walksand you
are on the northern edge of the parade ground with officers
quarters on the north and west and barracks on the south
and aformidable array of gatling guns and small cannons.
On the east the stables are SW and the cemetery and drill
grounds to the SE.4 cos of cavalry 5 of infantry and one
battery of light artillery are stationed there & 12 officers.

26 men are on guard daily. So much for
Leavenworth. Weleft Leavenworth at 7:19
Monday morning and reached this post at
4 yesterday evening after aday and anight
of staggering over 113 miles of prarie and
sand. Lots of prarie chickens and number-
less prarie dogs. My company went in the
field thismorning but | regret to say that |
wasleft behind. | will write again soon and
tell you all about everything. With much
love to al the dear ones with you | am as
ever your devoted brother

J.R. Harrison

Please send me a breech loader with one
barrel chocked you can give asmuch as 30
dollars for it and | will return it Jan. Pay
day. There are numbers of ducks on this
river and they are very tame.

Portion of one of the |etters to Brother George
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Flgure 1 Real photo post card by W.O. Olson pr 1909. General view of N.D.A.C. grounds
Fargo, N.D. Arrow points to Old Main. AZ0 in stamp box and unused.

The Postal History of North Dakota State Universary,
Fargo, North Dakota

by Ronald Olin

An agricultural college was first located at Fargo in
1883 by an act of the Territorial Legidature in Bis-
marck but nothing was done. North Dakota achieved
statehood on November 2, 1889. The Constitutiona
Convention and first State Legislature permanently
organized the North Dakota Agricultural College
(N.D.A.C.), AKA “Cow Callege’ at Fargo in Octo-
ber, 1890.

board and room was $11.00 per week. By 1916,
N.D.A.C. split into three basic divisions—on campus
education, research and extension.

Three distinct eras of postal history would result: 1)
Agricultural College, 1897-1925, 2) State College
Station, 1925-1960, and 3) State University Station,
1960-1980.

N.D.A.C. was established as aland grant | . _..iceu coitege 750

collegeunder theMorrill Act of 1862 which ma [ e ) E

gave each state 30,000 acres for each U.S. ' in /

Senator and Representative. Thus, in 1889, '

North Dakota received an allotment of

90,000 acreswith another 40,000 acres do- A gvieulbural College

nated fromthestate. N.D.A.C. had themain -y frge 2Bl

function of teaching agriculture and me- ~ T )

chanical arts. » = Dean Trenrid S elasy £oe
E : et L 3 LA w1l

The campuswas one mile north of the busi- Con & _haax oF |'Mr racwrel Caq

ness center, on one section of land. In 1892, Fan n:f;L ten :] T 1«1.4_ Roren 4;4‘

the first building was constructed which is Y i hnre dast

still in existence and known as* Old Main” mw‘ﬂ_ﬂ Jﬁﬂd"d%x:? Eclimnn

(Figure 1). H.E. Stockbridge was the first | vl Proviolay I Bat. Lo iy of id

president with four faculty members. Tu-
ition was free to all residents of the state;

Figure 2 Cover with printed corner (blue color and embossed) and
stationary heading, circa 1910. Downtown Fargo flag cancel, dated

Jan. 8, 1910 (flags were used 1905-1910).
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Figure 3a Agricultural College Rec'd, dated Jan. 19, 1913. Noteinverted “ 1" for January. Rec’d postmarks
were uncommon. Figure 3b Agricultural College type A/2 four-bar, dated Mar. 1, 1911. Figure 3c Agricultural
College duplex cancel, dated Mar. 6, 1914. A similar duplex from 1906 with initials“ N.D.” is known but

uncommon.

A third-class, independent post office was established
on September 14, 1897, on campus. It waslocated in

the Administration Building (Old Main)
with Louise B. Evans the first postmaster.
Records from the early days are not avail-
able as these were sent to Washington. The

(N.D.S.U.) came about by an active, statewide, po-
litical referendum. Thereguest for postal changewas

After § days, return fo

THE PRESIDENT,

Biate College Station, .,
FARGO, N. DAR.

Circular Date Stamps from 1897 to 1925
featured “Agricultural College.” Figure 2
showsaprinted corner cover with stationery
heading, circa 1910. Figure 3 (a, b, and c)
shows three varieties from this erac CDS
rec’'d, four-bar and duplex types.

The campus post office grew with the col-
lege and city. On December 1, 1925, it be-

¥r. W. P. urke,
544 Broadway,

Fargo, N.D.

came a branch of the downtown Fargo post
office with aname change to “ State College
Station.” John H. Pannebaker (1889-1957)
was in charge of this Branch Station for 31
years until his retirement on October 21, 1956. Fig-
ures 4, 5 and 6 are examples from this erawith one
handstamp and two types of machine cancellations
shown.

go, N. Dak. Duplex
“1" handstamp, dated April 5, 1939.

When theinstitution became aUniversity on Decem-
ber 8, 1960, the name of the postal substation on cam-
pus was changed to “ State University Station.” The
name change to North Dakota State University

Figure 5 Cover with printed corner and Sate College Sa., Fargo,
N.D. Columbia machine cancel, dated April 17, 1930. Similar
strikes, all weak with missing letters.

made by Fargo Postmaster Donald C. Fraser and re-
ceived the attention of the Sentate Post Office and
Civil Service Committee of which N.D. Senator
Milton Young was amember. LIoyd Thunberg wasin
charge of the station which was located in the north
end of the basement of Old Main. It was moved from
the southeast corner of the building in 1951. For the
calendar year 1959, the post office receipts totaled
$48,505.

In 1965, a separate University Station post office
building was established at 1231 N. University Dr.
(13th St.) across the street from Old Main. It shared
the zip code 58105 with the Fargo post office and
ended its Contract Station status on January 26, 1980.
Figure 7 shows abirdseye view of the campus, circa
1960.
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Figure 6 Postal card with Sate Collage Sa., Fargo, N.Dak. International Machine Cancel, dated

Feb. 21, 1944.
Today, there are 60 major buildings on a campus of ~ missed thekiller tornado of June, 1957, and like most
over 2,300 acres. About 9,800 students occupy the  of Fargo, escaped the“500-year flood” of 1997, which
University’s seven colleges. The campus barely  devastated Grand Forks and the U.N.D. campus.

Figure 7 Real photo post ¢
AZO in stamp box and unused.
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West Virginia Research Papers by Alyce Evans

PLEASANTS COUNTY. HORSEHECK

:,' JEFFERS0N DISTRICT WILLOW ISLAND QUAD (I 12}
&?59:":5 4352260H gan"

h] }ﬂ_m ALl = HORSE NECE (2 words) 12 Sep |866=4Sep |
gt m: REESTABLISHED {1 word}2d Oct 1882
,.;:" 2 DISCONTINUED | Jam 1913 m te Willow
"{.'“_3:;.;:- PO located st KENHEDYS STOHE-following from

lec PM Hichael J Eenpe(ildy 13 Aug [866: e
d4th councy creatad  YWENNEDYS STORE STANDS IN THE CENTRE OF AN OIL
T0WH CONTAINING & LARGE WIMEER OF FAMILIES AND HANY MOHE
HOREMEN WHO HAVE %0 FAMILIES. 1IN THE DIRECTION OF VOLCAND
THERE ARE PERHAFPS 50 FAMILIES WHO WOULD GET MAIL AT HORSEMECE
(WING TO THERE BEING WO GOOD ROAD IN THE OPPOSITE DIRECTION"
DfFice will be 3 mi SE of river rte fr WHEELING TO PARFERSBURGH on which the mail is
carried 3X per week., It will leave and intersect again the vr at Willow Island, 3 mi NW,
VOLCANO-9mi 5  BULL CREEK PO-6mi W ST MARYS-12 mi Easterly BULL CR. Imi W Pop 150.

Fr -J-bhn Calvin Malone 16 Sep |882:

0% BT 12346 fr Volecano to Willew on which the mail is carried 2¥ per week.

The contractor is Benjamin J Eelley., SHULTEZ=3 mi E WILLOW ISLAND-34mi BW 5T MARYS-& mi NE
U'HI.D RIV. '-r-'rfhi:t on the 5 side-34mi BULL CREEX-2 mi § LAURELFORK R

PﬂEIH&STEEE

HICHAEL KENNI{E)DY 12 Sep l866=2 Sep 1BAA=disc.

JOHN C MALONE 23 Oct 1882 (RE)

HAZEL CHILDEERS f Dag |8RZ

JOHN C. MALOME I Oct 1892

SUSAN CHILDERE 4 MNow 18973

JOHH € HALONE 17 May 1347

THIMAS INGRAM 6 Jul 1907

JOHH € HALONE 20 Jan 1905-1] Jan [913-disc. m to Willow

,"’f{.ﬂ'-f.i L [’;.e'm':fr;* :.c, (’/f‘r}-'. L Fiay,

999988 e Tor offeeil
/qfﬂ“)}{.{-f_,-j"’frﬂ .-.'x//':' e

December 18, 1887, registered letter. Ten-cent green 1897, type |, stamp pays the letter rate of 2¢
and the registration fee of 8¢. Cover docketed “ Annie m Bacon/ Horseneck/ W Va. Sraight-line
purple back stamp, REGISTERED/Dec 21, 1897/Augusta, Maine. The reason for the quaint name
of Horseneck is unknown.
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Above: Heavily embossed postcard depicting a blue rose and “ Best Wishes” in gold on the reverse. Dated June 21,
1910. Below: July 25, 1901, letter from John C. Malone, who was postmaster at the time, and who was also the 2nd,
4th, 6th, 8th, and last postmaster. Snce an apparently identical 27 1/2 mm handstamp townmarking was used on

all covers viewed from this postoffice, covering the years from 1897 t01910, it could be assumed that a single
townmarker was used during the entire period this post office was in operation.

In 1850 oil was discovered floating on little pools of water on Horseneck Run, and for atime this created
considerable wonder, Finally it was ascertained that the oil had escaped from exposed rocks and thisled
to the belief that there must be a quantity of oil somewhere below.

According to Robert L. Pemberton in his History of Pleasants County:

Horseneck has the reputation of being the field in which an explosive wasfirst used for the purpose of breaking
up the sand and so permitting a more rapid flow of oil. Basil Childers, alocal engineer, was the first man to
conceive the idea of exploding gun powder in the bottom of awell to crack the rock or earth and successfully
used the method in several wells. After seeing the crude method used by Mr. Childers, D.A. Roberts saw away
to improve it by employing atinner to make atin shell which he filled with gun powder. On the upper end he
fastened a gun cap, one of the old percussion kind, covering it with beeswax and tallow to make it waterproof.
Helowered the tube into the well with awire attached to ears on each side of it. Then he dropped a flat-headed
iron bar down the hole and the result was a good explosion and a large increase in the output of oil. From the
Horseneck field, the drilling of shallow wells spread all over the county, but no where else was the producing
sand found so near the surface, and in afew years the production was confined almost exclusively to that first
field. Mr. Raberts is reported to have secured a patent upon the invention, which yielded him a comfortable
income, but Mr. Childers (postmaster of Horseneck 6 Dec 1882- 1 Oct 1892) is said to have realized nothing for
the original idea.
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Postal History Data Bases on Computer Disk

La Posta Publications is offering for sale selected postal history data bases on computer disk. Use our data
bases to create your own checklists, writeup collections, design new tables and wantlists. Simply load our
files, which are available on 3.5 inch floppy disksin avariety of popular data base and spreadsheet formats
[e.g., Lotus1 2 3®, Excel®, Access®, dABASE® or ASCIlI comma delimited], into your own data base
program and begin designing tables and checklists, cataloguing, and tracking prices.

StaTE Post OFrice DATA BAses

Post Office Data Bases include all the information available in our popular State Checklist series with
separate fields for Post Office, County, Sate, Dates of Operation, and Scarcity I ndex. Sort post offices
by county, chronological order of establishment, or Scarcity Index value. Print your own post office listing
arranged by county or Scarcity Index. Customize the data base, or build a new expanded post office data
base by adding new information to our basic design.

Sate Post Office Data Bases Currently Available (postpaid or by email)

Alaska (542 offices) $11.95 Nebraska (2,764 offices) $17.95
Arizona (887 offices) $11.95 Nevada (709 offices) $11.95
California(4,278 offices) $24.95 New Hampshire (897 offices) $11.95
Colorado (2,438 offices) $17.95 New Mexico (1,511 offices) $11.95
Hawaii (193 offices) $11.95 North Dakota (1,881 offices) $14.95
Idaho (1,324 offices) $11.95 Oklahoma (3,447 offices) $22.95
Illinois (5,358 offices) $27.95 Oregon (2,179 offices) $14.95
lowa (3,984 offices) $24.95 Rhode Island (245 offices) $11.95
Kansas (4,232 offices) $24.95 South Dakota ( 1,989 offices) $14.95
Maine (2,152 offices) $14.95 Texas (7,895 offices) $34.95
M assachusetts (1,332 offices) $11.95 Utah (810 offices) $11.95
Michigan (4,504 offices) $24.95 Washington (2,287 offices) $14.95
Minnesota (3,741 offices) $24.95 Wisconsin (3,806 offices) $24.95
Montana (2,075 offices) $14.95 Wyoming (1,002 offices) $11.95

Order From: La Posta Publications, P.O. Box 100, Chatsworth |s., NSW 2469 Australia
or helbock@la-posta.com
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WANTED!

North Dakota

Territory
Postmarks

(Photacopies)

For publication of North Dakota Territorial
Postmarks

Short Term Plan: Serial Publication in La Posta
Long Term Plan: Comprehensive Catalog
Send To:
Mike Ellingson
P.O. Box 402
Eagan, MN 55121

E-mail contact:

mikeellingson@juno.com

Ausdenmoore-McFarlane

STAMPS, POSTCARDS
& COVERS

War & Censored Covers

Thematic Covers

U.S. 20th Century Postal History
Worldwide Postal History

U.S. Postal Stationery
Worldwide Postal Stationery

Picture Postcards

OO0O00000aO0

USPS Publicity Photos

Chuck & Jan McFarlane
P.O. Box 2348
Midland, Michigan 48641-2348

email: mcmichigan@aol.com

La Posta

ARIZONA - NEW
MEXICO
POSTAL
HISTORY
SOCIETY

Seeks New Members, Who Seek New
Material, New Information and New
Friends

DUES $10 Annually

Receive “The Roadrunner” Quarterly
Newsletter

Trade Duplicates at Winter and Summer
Meetings

Contact: Thomas K.
Todsen, 2000 Rose Lane,
Las Cruces, NM 88005

or

Peter Rathwell, 4523 E.
Mountain View Dr.,
Phoenix, AZ 85028

New WWI Postal History
Book Now Available

United States Domestic Military Facilities
in the First World War (1917-19)

Available in printed form: 8 12 x 11 double sided loose
leaf, about 380 pages. Price $30 + shipping. In US,
add $4. (Overseas buyers please contact first),

Also available on CD-ROM: $30 postpaid,
Send order and payment to:

Robert Swanson

P. Q. Box 2887

Wailuku HI 96793-TEET

e-mail: rds@swansongrp.com
Attp e swansongnp. comfoob. html
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Counties:

Bob Nichols
1423 N. 1st Ave.

(909) 982-9697

WANTED: CALIFORNIA

Postal History by County Pre-1920
Alpine, Inyo, Mono, San Bernardino
Orange & San Diego

Please write or call:

Upland, CA 91786

HISTOR

AR\

Now Publishing
Encyclopedia of

Colorado Postal
History Society

Colorado Post Office Markings

by William H. Bauer

"Colorado Postal Historian"
including the "Encyclopedia’
published four times per year.
Spring Meeting held annually
at ROMPEX in Denver. Fall
Meeting held in November.

Information and Membership Application:
Roger D. Rydberg, CPHS Secretary

354 So Nile St
Aurora, CO 80012
roger-rydberg@worldnet.att.net

Back Issues of the "Encyclopedia” are

Avaialble.

Join Now and Receive Instaliment No. 1.

For the postal historian...

Unavailable for a number of years, these im-
portant titles contain original data on American
pastal history. Here is your unigue opportunity
to acquire these vital referemce titles. We own the
entire remaining stock of them.

American State Papers. Post Office Depart-
ment; 1799-1833. Small atlas-sized volume; includes
various listings of P.O.'s from 1799 to 1830. Has
wide yariety of reports & documents on the USPOD;
wealth of early postal history. $85.00.

Postal Laws & Regulations of the U.S.A., 1832
and 1843, These are two important handbooks from
the stampless period, bound into one volume. Very
difficult to obtain. $40.00.

The 1.5, Postal Guide and Official Advertiser,
1850 to 1852. Complete run in 2 vols; rare monthly
periodical, few original copies exist outside Library
of Congress. Along with postal information there
are Executive Dept. notices, Appointments by the
President, Consuls Recognized by the State Dept,
Reports of Secretary of War, Navy, Posmmaster Gen-
¢ral, new postmasters & locations. Treasury Dept.,
troop locations, assignnents, reports & more. Rare
source for postal history student, genealogist and his-
torian. Only 37 sets lefi. $100.00.

Prait’s Post Office Directory: 1850, Very accu-
rate list of P.O.'s during the 1847 era; also contains
foreign postage tables for the new British Postal Con-
vention of 1849, $35.00.

THE FULL LIBRARY OF THERON WEIRENGA TITLES IS NOw AVAILABLE FROM US.

Postal Laws & Regulations of the U.5.A.: 1852.
‘New handbook issued after the rate changes of 1851.
Algo contains newspaper clipping file about posial
laws and foreign mail rates. $45.00.

Colton’s Post Office Directory.: 1856. Unique
volume contains 25,000+ post offices with postmas-
ters’ names, showing revenue of each office. This is
important source data to assist in judging the relative
scarcity of townmarks from various states. $45.00.

List of Post (Tices, Postal Laws & Regulations
of U.S.A.: 1857, Wonderful handbook; contains list
of P.0."s and P.L.&R.'s. This volume was first pro-
duced after the French Postal Convention of 1857 &
has up-to-date foreign postage tables including French
mail rates. $40.00,

List of P.O.%s in the U.S.A.;: 1862. List of post

Shipping & handling: $3
first book, $1 for each
additional book. VISA and
Mastercard accepted.

Get our newest catalog!
Only $5 refundable with
purchasa. Call, write, fax or
e-mail us today!

Refer to Dept. LP,

offices apecifies those under Confederate control,
Also several important P.O.D-issued pamphilets of
1861, 1863, 1864 & 1B65. $55.00,

Postal Laws & Regulations of the U.5.A.: 1866,
First P L, &R. after the Civil War and first since 1859,
Much excellent information with updated foreign mail
rates, §55.00.

.S, Incoming Steamship Mail by Theron
Weirenga, 1983. 242 pgs. Hardbound., Important
directory of dates and times of all incoming foreign
steamship mail in the | 9th century. Vital postal his-
tory source. Illustrated. $45.00. .

The Gold Rush Mail Agents To California, 1849-
52 by Theron Weirenga. Detailing the vital commu-
nications to/from the California mining boomtowns.
Tlustrated. 288 pgs. $40.

Wabsita: www.jameslee.com
E-Mail: philately2@earthlink.net
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Your Ad Could

‘3 Appear

= In this Space for
just $126 per year

Constant Additions E:
Of Postal History in (SIX ISSUES)
Virtually All Areas La Posta advertising reaches over 1,000 active
postal history enthusiasts each issue. Why not
Expo’s, Express let us carry your message to the hobby?
R.P.O’s, U.S. Postal Cards, Write or e-mail
. Cath Clark
Stationery, Stamps & More at
We seek odd & unusual P.O. Box 100,
please offer! Chatsworth Island, NSW 2469 Australia
KIRK AND ELSIE WOLFORD cath@la-posta.com

Phone (530) 675-2687 QPB
- Fax (530) 675-1522
ﬁgﬁ (639

Email- krkstpco@goldstate.net SIMCE %70

SINCE 1973

AmBERMAN PostaL HisToRy
Buying and selling quality and RARE U.S. postal history for over 20 years

Do You COLLECT 19th or 20th Century Postal History? .

Lo
We have an extensive range of town cancels from all 50 states, ity ' fﬁ.{}'n_‘
including alarge stock of WESTERN POSTAL HISTORY. 4 E_- ;
We also carry Illustrated Advertising, Civil War Patriotics, -”f*"*-. 3 ¥ A o
Western Express, and Territorials. Lo &
/f-,‘ *-_r!fsl I~

W E CATER TO THE WAY YOU COLLECT, especially to

the needs of the intermediate and advanced collector, and
can sell by the issue including Stampless, Classics, Banknotes
and Bureaus, and the 1902 series.

Y ou WILL BE PLEASED with our rapid photocopy want-list service. When you contact us,
just ask for the state, issue, or advertising topic which interests you.

AMBERMAN PostaL HisToRY Prone: (518) 371-3666 PO Box 4119
I] Fax: (518) 371-3245 CLiFToN PARk, NY 12065
ﬂ 5 E-mAIL: AM BERMAN@AM BERMANPOSTALHISTORY.COM
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PROFESSIONAL POSTMARK
TRACING & MAPS

| will executeto
your exact
h 5[ p —— gpecifications
- —— accuratetracings
a 1'-[:|E- e — of plainor fancy
postmarks,

':' J“ ) & cancels and maps.
My work has
appeared in La Posta in both the Washington
Territorial postmark series by Richard A. Long and the
19th Century Colorado postmark series by Richard
Frajola.

“r.r~

If you' ve been thinking of apostmark catalog
project, or any research which requires well-executed
postmarks or maps for illustrations, but do not have
the time required to accomplish the tracings, drop me a
line or give me acall with the particulars, and | will
give you aquote.

Jane Dallison
P. O. Box 296, Langlois, OR 97450
(541) 348-2813

ATTENTION

Postal History & Literature Dealers

Trade discounts are available on United States
Post Offices, Volumes1, 2 & 3, aswell asother
La Posta Publications.

WRITE OR CALL:

James E. Lee, P.O. Drawer 250,
Wheeling, IL 60090

847-215-7253

WANTED: FOREIGN COVER
ACCUMULATIONS

WANTED! COVERS!

We are insatiable buyers of
worldwide cover lotsl Any
foreign country to 1960. If
you have alarge holding of
bulk covers, why not pack
up that accumulation and
turn it into cash today? Top
prices paid. You'll like our
generousinstant offer check
which isgenerally mailed
within 24 hours of receipt.
Ship with absolute confi-
dence -- we always pay all
shipping costs. Please be sure to fully insure. References
onfile.

For complete buy list visit our website:
www.fredschmitt.com;
email fred@fredschmitt.com
SCHMITT INVESTORS LTD.
. Postal History Specialists Since 1953

P.O. Box 67
Woodbury, NY 11797
631-367-4030 (24 hours)
ASDA-APSPTS (London)-CSDA (Canada), etc.

—-.‘

ﬁgﬁﬁ'auﬂ i

La Posta Backnumbers

Backnumbers of La Posta may be purchased
from Sherry Straley, 2214 Arden Way
#199, Sacramento, CA 95825. An index of
all backnumbers through Volume 28 has been
completed by Daniel Y. Meschter and is
available on the La Posta website at www.la-
posta.com.To order backnumbers call Sherry
at 916-486-9339 or send her an E-mail at:
sherjohn@softcom.net
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Only 5 cents per word delivers your message to the
largest and best informed group of postal historians in
America
Word Count 1 issue 3 issues 6 issues
1-25 $1.25 $3.12 $5.94
26-30 $1.50 $3.75 $7.14
31-35 $1.75 $4.35 $8.28
36-40 $2.00 $4.98 $9.48
41-45 $2.25 $5.61 $10.68
46-50 $2.50 $6.24 $11.88
51-55 $2.75 $6.84 $13.02
56-60 $3.00 $7.47 $14.22
61-65 $3.25 $8.10 $15.42
66-70 $3.50 $8.73 $16.62
71-75 $3.75 $9.33 $17.76
76-80 $4.00 $9.96 $18.96
81-85 $4.25 $10.59 $20.16
86-90 $4.50 $11.22 $21.36
91-95 $4.75 $11.82 $22.50

ANNOUNCEMENTS TOWNS: WANTED

WWW.TOWNCANCEL.COM is the newest
Postal History website. There are currently
17 states online and more coming. Do you
collect State Postal History, Doane Cancels
or cancels of any kind? Check out this site.
Also, up to date Doane Lists of Georgia, Min-
nesota and Wisconsin are online. Gary
Anderson, P.O. Box 600039, St. Paul, MN
55106 [32-3]

CARDS & COVERS: FOR
SALE

US POSTAL HISTORY, mostly 1900 to
present, RPO’s, machines, more, please in-
quire. Color scans free. Paul Bourke, PO Box
125, Ashland, MA 01721
PaddyBGood@aol.com [32-2]

TOWNS: WANTED

SUNNY ALBERTA — Alberta town cancels
and postal history. Territorial period forward.
Also Edmonton and Alberta small town card
views, advertising covers, corner cards --
“anything Alberta”. Keith R. Spencer, 5005
Whitemud Road, Edmonton, Alberta,
CANADA T6H 5L2 [32-2]

CALIFORNIA: MENDOCINO County to
1900: Albion, Casper, Cleone, Cuffy's Cove,
Elk, Fish Rock, Fort Bragg, Gualala,
IngInook, Kibesillah, Little River, Mendocino,
Miller, Navaro, Navaro Ridge, Noyo, Noyo
River, Point Arena, Punta Arenas, Rock Port,
Usal, Westport and Whitesboro. Send pho-
tocopies or priced on approval. Don East
(APS, WCS) P.O. Box 301, Little River, CA
95456 [32-1]

CALIFORNIA - KERN & IMPERIAL County
covers and cards. Especially interested in
Bakersfield corner cards. Send description
or photocopies and prices to John Williams,
887 Litchfield Ave., Sebastopol, CA 95472
[33-6]

CALIFORNIA - SAN BERNARDINO MTNS,
cancels or post cards. Valley of the Moon,
Incline, Moonlake, Switzerland, Crestline,
etc. Russ Keller, P.O. Box 3499, Crestline,
CA 92325 (909) 338-8232 [32-1]

WANTED-WASHINGTON, D.C. covers
bearing the Eagle Carrier stamp of 1861. Carl
Stieg, 260 Merrydale Rd, Apt 15, San Rafael,
CA 94903 [32-2]

TOWNS: WANTED

IDAHO PANHANDLE: Benewah, Bonner,
Boundary, Clearwater, Idaho, Kootenai, La-
tah, Lewis, Nez Perce, and Shoshone Coun-
ties. Interested in all postmarks and other
postal history items. Send photocopies or
priced on approval. Write or e-mail for post
office lists. | will pay all copying or mailing
costs. Peter Larson, 5301 Robinson Park
Rd., Moscow, ID 83843, Tel 208-883-8297,
e-mail plarson@wsu.edu. [32-5]

LOUISIANA and other mid-Gulf Coast states.
Stamped/stampless, etc., postal history
(1790-1920). Individual items/entire corre-
spondences. Ron Trosclair (APS), 1713 Live
Oak St., Metairie, LA 70005-1069, PH: (504)
835-9611 [32-5]

NEBRASKA TERRITORIAL covers (before
Mar 1, 1867) wanted for my personal collec-
tion. Write or send copies. Ken Stach, 15 N.
Morning Cloud Circle, The Woodland, TX
77381 [32-3]

NORTH DAKOTA: all postal history wanted
from territorial to modern. Send photocopies
or on approval. Gary Anderson, P.O. Box
600039, St. Paul, MN 55106 [32-5]

OKLAHOMA - Oklahoma (City) Flag cancel
A38 State Capital Station (1921-1923). Harry
Blackman, 2200 Warwick PI., Fort Smith, AR
72903 [32-1]

SOUTH DAKOTA Territorial and Statehood
covers wanted for my personal collection.
Write or send copies. Ken Stach, 15 N. Morn-
ing Cloud Circle, The Woodland, TX 77381
[32-3]

TEXAS - Harlingen, Texas Flag Cancel A14,
1916-1917. Harry Blackman, 2200 Warwick
Pl., Fort Smith, AR 72903 [32-1]

NOTE:

EXPIRATION DATE SHOWN
AT END OF EACHAD, i.e.,
[32-1], MEANS AD WILL
EXPIRE WITH THIS ISSUE.

AD DEADLINE FOR NEXT
ISSUE:

March 20, 2001
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TOWNS: WANTED

WEST POINT, NEW YORK covers --
stampless to 1890 -- wanted for personal col-
lection. Send on approval or photocopies.
Prompt response promised. Richard Helb-
ock, P. O. Box 100, Chatsworth Island, NSW
2469 Australia [32-6].

WISCONSIN - WAUSAU (1850+) Would
anyone have early covers,

with special cancels on the /vu 5‘4
letter? Looking for the oc- [ ﬁUG c
tagon cancel which was ‘ fhf,? :
used in 1870s to 1880s. \ ]ﬁ"\)
Would you have any \...':';'5,,}
DPOs of Marathon

County? Advise, with copy of cover or cov-
ers and price. APS Life Member. William
Grosnick, Sr., 833 11th Avenue, Wausau, WI
54401[32-5]

DOANE CANCELS:
WANTED

Buy, sell and trade Doane Cancels of all
states. Send photocopies or on approval.
Gary Anderson, P.O. Box 600039, St. Paul,
MN 55106 [32-5]

ADVERTISING COVERS:
WANTED

URGENTLY NEEDED: Pre-1900 Philadel-
phia, PA advertising covers illustrated with
buildings and street scenes. Also any paper
memorabilia or postal history from the Phila-
delphia Centennial of 1876. All correspon-
dence answered. Member APS. Gus Spector
,750 S. Main Street, Suite 203, Phoenixville,
PA 19460. [32-1]

LITERATURE: FOR SALE

20VOLUME SET of Linquist “Stamp Special-
ist”. All copies are in very good condition+,
no back separations. Price $200 plus ship-
ping. Ralph Grumke, 2218 Burns, St. Louis,
MO 63114-3614 [32-2]

THE AWARD-WINNING 240-page book of
Wisconsin postal history - Going For the Mail,
A History of Door County Post Offices -- is
now at a special price: $13.00 postpaid from
the author. Jim Hale, 5401 Raymond Road,
Madison, WI 53711. [32-1]

LA POSTA BACKNUMBERS available free
in exchange for postage to interested read-
ers. | am doing some necessary house clean-
ing and will make selected back numbers
available. Send me an e-mail for details:
rcrossley@worldnet.att.net [32-1]

M arch 2001

LITERATURE: FOR SALE

NOW AVAILABLE: Post Offices and Early
Postmasters of Virginia - $49; The Post Of-
fices and Postmasters of Hawaii - $18; The
Post Offices of Alabama to 1900 - $18; The
Post Offices of Georgia - $18. Coming soon
Post Offices of WV and SC. All available from
the author, poastpaid: Richard E. Small,
14502 Oak Cluster Drive, Centrevillw, VA
20120. [32-1]

POST OFFICE FORMS

WANTED

HELD FOR POSTAGE -- US Post Office
Forms #1543, #3540, #3548 sought for study
of varieties -- Need better items and accu-
mulations of common. Write for offer: David
L. Straight, P.O. Box 32858, St. Louis, MO
63132 or e-mail: dis@library.wustl.edu [32-
2]

ADDRESS CORRECTION-- US Post Office
Forms #3547, #3578, #3579 sought for study
of varieties -- Need better items and accu-
mulations of common. Write for offer: David
L. Straight, P.O. Box 32858, St. Louis, MO
63132 or e-mail: dis@library.wustl.edu [32-
2]

EXPRESS COMPANY & Parcel Delivery
Company covers, Corner-Cards, Labels and
Stamps. Locals: Forgeries and Fantasies.
William Sammis, 436 Thomas Road, Ithaca,
NY 14850-9653 E-mail: cds13@cornell.edu
[32-3]

POST OFFICE SEALS on cover and related
seal material. Early through modern. Seals
on cover must be tied. Send priced on ap-
proval, photocopies, or request my offer. Jim
Kotanchik, 48 Nashoba Road, Acton, MA
01720 [31-6]

AIRMAIL COVERS - Commercial Only (No
First Flights or philatelic)-United States to
destinations in Europe, Africa, Asia and
Oceania dating from before 1938. Also C1-
C9 on commercial covers to foreign or do-
mestic addresses. Send priced on approval
or photocopies, or request my offer. Richard
Helbock, P.O. Box 100, Chatsworth Island,
NSW 2469 Australia [32-5]

FOREIGN: WANTED

PRE-WWII commercial air covers mailed
from one country to another country any-
where in the world. Particularly interested in
iintercontinental mail, i.e, Europe to Asia,
North America to Africa, Australia to Europe,
etc. Send scans or photocopies for my offer,
or on approval to Richard Helbock, PO Box
100, Chatsworth Island, NSW 2469, Austra-
lia or helbock@la-posta.com

La Posta

Let a La Posta Classified ad
send your message to over
1,100 of North America's most
energetic and interested
postal history enthusiasts.As
simple as 1, 2, 3!!!

1) Write down your ad on a
slip of paper;

2)Count words excluding ZIP
code and check the rate card
on page 77 to find the cost &
number of insertions, and

3) Send your ad along with a
check to La Posta, 33470
Chinook Plaza, #216,
Scappoose, OR 97056 and
we'll do the rest.
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RANDY STEHLE MAIL BID SALE NUMBER 92

16 Iris Court, San Mateo, CA 94401
Phone: (650) 344-3080; E-mail: RSTEHLE@ix.netcom.com

CALIFORNIA

1 ARLANZAVILLAGE STA, 1963 VG DC ON COVER (63-77). EST. $5

2 ASCOT STA, 1953 VG DUPLEX ON 3x5 CARD (52-67). EST. $5

3 ASILOMAR, 1920 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (14-35). EST. $6

4 BADEN STA, 1951 VG DC ON 3x5 CARD (50-74). EST. $5

5 BALLENA, 1880 F CDS ON COVER (70/02). EST. $100

6 BELMONT SHORE STA, 1953 G DUPLEX ON 3x5 CARD (30-62). E. $4
7 BIG SUR, 1941 VG 4-BAR ON COVER. EST. $4

8 BRIGGS STA, 1975 F DC ON 3x5 CARD (49-76). EST. $4

9 CAMBRIAN VILLAGE BR, 1950 F DC ON 3x5 UNSENT CARD (50-54) $4
10 CAMBRIAN VILLAGE, 1950 F 4-BAR ON 3x5 UNSENT CARD (50-54) $4
11  CANYON CREST STA, 1963 VG FD ROLLER OM 3x5 CARD (63-76) $5
12 CENTRAL DISTRICT STA, 1964 F DC ON COVER (64-80). EST. $5

13 CIVIC CENTER STA (VAN NUYS), 1975 F DC ON 3x5 CARD (76-). 3
14 CHINA STA, 1940 F DUPLEX ON CACHETED COVER (30-56). EST. $4
15 COLOR CORNER STA, 1962 F DC ON 3x5 CARD (62-70). EST. $5

16 CORRALITOS, 1971 VG 4-BAR ON USPS FD COVER (57-78). EST. $4
17 DEL MONTE, 1904 F DUPLEX ON PPC. EST. $4

18 DEL MONTE, 1944 F MACHINE ON FREE COVER. NJS RET ADDR. $4
19 DOWS PRAIRIE, 1894 VG CDS ON CVR W/SM SEALED HOLE (77/03) 40
20 DUTCH VILLAGE STA, 1976 VG DC ON 3x5 CARD (57-77). EST. $4

21 FERRYANNEX, 1936 VG DUPLEX ON CREASED CVR (31-40). EST. $4
22 FLETCHER HILLS BR, 1957 F DC ON CACHETED LD CVR (54-57). $5
23 FLINT STA, 1952 F FD 4-BAR ON 3x5 CARD (52-71). EST. $4

24 FOSTER CITY BR, 1964 G+ 4-BAR ON GPC (64-68). EST. $5

25 FOSTERS BAR, ca 1854 G+ CDS ON PSE (52-68). EST. $200

26 FOXEN, 1911 VG 4-BAR A BIT HIGH ON TONED COVER (10-14). $35
27 HARRISON, 1914 G+ LIGHT 4-BAR ON PPC (99/19). EST. $15

28 HIGHWAY CITY BR, 1974 VG DC ON UNSENT 3x5 CARD (55-77). E $4
29 HILLS FERRY, 1881 VG DC CVR RED'D @ LT & RT-EDGE FAULTS. 65
30 HORSE TOWN, ca 1861 G+ CDS ON COVER (52-76). EST. $175

31 HUNTER'S POINT STA, 1949 VG DUPLEX ON 3x5 CARD (43/74). $4
32 IRVINE BR, 1965 VG DC ON COVER (65-75). EST. $4

33 ISLAVISTABR, 1966 VG FD 4-BAR ON PC (66-80). EST. $4

34 (IV)ANHOE S(TA), 1907 PARTIAL DPLX ON CREASED PPC (04-08) 8
35 JOHNSTOWN BR, 1962 F FD DC ON REV OF 3x5 CARD (62-64). $8
36 LADERA, 1960 VG 4-BAR ON GPC (60- ). EST. $3

37 LIBERTY, ca 1865 F CDS ROUGH AT TOP (60-74). EST. $150

38 LOVING'S FERRY, 1856 VG ms ON CVR W/SM WRINKLE (55/62). $500
39 MALAGABR, 1965 F DC ON 3x5 CARD (65-73). EST. $4

40 MARINE CORPS SUPPLY CENTER, 1956 F 4-BAR ON CVR (56-66) $5
41 MIDDLEFIELD ROAD, 1953 VG 4-BAR ON GPC (53-). EST. $3

42  MONROE, 1908 VG DOANE O/S ON CREASED PPC (97-12). EST. $15
43  MORA VILLAGE STA, 1967 VG DC ON GPC (56-79). EST. $4

44 MOSS LANDING, 1943 G 4-BAR ON FREE PPC. USCG RET ADDR. $5
45  MT. BALDY, 1953 F 4-BAR ON COVER (51-66). EST. $4

46 MYRTLETOWNE BR, 1962 VG FD 4-BAR ON 3x5 CARD (62-76). $4

47  NAS MIRAMAR/UNIT 10, 1957 F DC LD ON BACK OF GPC. EST. $5

48 NAVAL HOSPITAL STA (CORONA), 1946 VG DC ON GPC (46-50). $10
49  NAVAL HOSPITAL STA (CORONA), 1957 VG LD DC ON GPC (52-57) $6
50 NAV OPERATING BASE BR (SAN DIEGO), 1942 VG 4-BAR ON CVR $8
51 NORTONVILLE, 1882 VG DC ON GPC (74/10). EST. $45

52 ORCUTT, 1895 F CDS ON COVER (90-96). EST. $150

53 ORINDA STA, 1942 VG DC ON COMM'L PPC (27-44). EST. $5

54  OTAY STA, 1952 VG DC ON 3x5 CARD (51-68). EST. $4

55 OXNARD AIR FORCE BASE MOU, 1960 VG DC ON GPC ( -69). $8

56  PINNACLES, 1953 G+ LD 4-BAR ON GPC (24-53). EST. $4

57 PORT OF EMBARKATION STA, 1942 F DC ON COVER (42-46). $4

58 POWELTON, 1893 VG CDS ON CVR RED'D INTO STAMP (72-06). $45
59 QUINTETTE, 1908 F DOANE ON PPC W/COR BEND (03-12). EST. $15
60 RIFLE RANGE MCB, 1942 G+ DUPLEX ON COVER (42-45). EST. $8
61 ROSEDALE, 1911 F 4-BAR ON PPC (91-13). EST. $12

62 ROSELAWN, 1908 VG DOANE ON PPC (02/18). EST. $12

63  SAN GABRIEL/STANO. 3, 1952 VG FD DC ON GPC (52-). EST. $5

64  SAN LUIS REY DOWNS BR, 1969 F FD 4-BAR ON CACHETED CVR. $4
65 SAN TOMAS, 1951 F 4-BAR ON 3x5 CARD (49-73). EST. $4

66 SCENIC CENTER BR, 1962 F FD 4-BAR ON 3x5 CARD (62-76). E. $4
67 SHERMAN OAKS STA, 1937 F DUPLEX ON GPC (31-41). EST. $5

68 SLAUSEN AVENUE STA, 1955 VG 4-BAR ON 3x5 CARD (50-63). E. $4
69 SOLEDAD, 1891 G+ LKU MOT-3440 ON COVER. SECOND KNOWN. $25
70 SOMERSVILLE, 1908 F DOANE ON PPC (63-10). EST. $20

71  SOUTH SAN GABRIEL BR, 1952 F LD DC ON GPC (38/52). EST. $4

72  SOUTH SAN GABRIEL BR, 1952 F FD DC ON GPC (52-69). EST. $4

73 SOUTHLAND STA, 1965 VG DC ON GPC (65-75). EST. $4

74  SOUTH SHORE STA, 1962 VG FD DC ON 3x5 CARD (62-70). EST. $5
75 UNIVERSITY BR (S. BARBARA), 1972 VG DC ON UNSENT 3x5 CARD. 3
76  U.S.M. BARRACKS (MARE ISLAND BR), 1926 F 4-BAR ON CVR. E. $5
77  VERMONT AVENUE STA, 1953 VG DUPLEX ON GPC (51-77). EST. $4
78 VULTEE FIELD, 1944 F 7-BAR NON-STD ON CVR W/SM TEAR. E. $8
79 WATERMAN, 1884 VG DC ON CVR RED'D @ LEFT (81-87). EST. $300
80 WEST MENLO PARK, 1958 F FD 4-BAR ON GPC (58-). EST. $4

81 WONDERLAND, 193X VG 4-BAR ON PPC (26/46). EST. $6

82 WRIGHTS, 1911 VG 4-BAR ON CREASED PPC (79-38). EST. $4

83  WYANDOTTE, 12/14/09 LKU VG BLUE DOANE ON PPC (59/15). $20
84  ZELZAH, 1928 G+ 4-BAR ON CVR W/SM NICK (11-29). EST. $12
COLORADO

85 NEVADA/CT, ca 1862 G+ CDS ON COVER (61-69). EST. $80
IDAHO

86 BYRAM, 1910 F 4-BAR REC'D ON PPC (10-12). EST. $75

87 WASHOE, 1894 VG CDS ON PSE (73/98). EST. $75

NORTH DAKOTA

88 EXPANSION, 1911 VG TY A4-BAR ON CVR RED'D @ RT (01-22). $8
89 EXPANSION, 1914 F TYPE B 4-BAR ON PPC (01-22). EST. $12

90 MC LEAN, 1908 VG 4-BAR O/S ON PPC (92-08). EST. $8

OREGON

91 ACME, 1912 VG DOANE ON PPC W/SM TEAR (85-16). EST. $8

92 DOVER, 10/5/07 G EKU DOANE REC'D & O/S ON PPC (90-11). $20
93 TEMPLETON, 1907 VG DOANE O/S ON PPC (98-17). EST. $8

SOUTH DAKOTA

94
95
96

BRUSHIE, 1910 G+ 4-BAR ON SOILED PPC (05-12). EST. $15
FLORA/DAK, ca 1890 G+ CDS ON CVR RED'D @ RT (84-01). $35
MERRITT, 1908 VG EKU DOANE A BIT HIGH ON PPC (88-14). $20

WASHINGTON

97
98

GENEVA, 1907 G+ DOANE REC'D & O/S ON PPC (88/19). EST. $10
VENESS, 1910 F 4-BAR ON CREASED PPC W/STAIN (08-17). E. $10

RPOs

99

100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
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124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164
165
166

ATTICA & BELVIDERE, 1909 VG (909-I-1) ON PPC. EST. $15
BOSTON & GREENVILLE, 1898 G (51-W-1) ON PSE RED'D @ RT. $5
BOWIE & MIAMI, 1916 G+ LITE (969.1-A-1) ON SKINNED PPC. $10
BROWNSV & SAMFORDYCE, 1922 VG (493-A-1). EST. $10
CAR(BON)ADO & GATE, 1900 PARTIAL (901.2-C-1) ON CVR. E. $20
GLOBE & BOWIE, 1941 F (969.1-D-2) ON COVER. EST. $6
GRANDVIEW & NO. YAKIMA, 1917 F (901.6-A-1) ON GPC. EST. $15
HOUSTON & BEEV, 1912 G (482-C-1) ON PPC. EST. $5

JOSEPH & LA GRANDE, 1935 VG (896.6-A-2) ON GPC. EST. $8
JULESBURG & DENVER, 1935 VG (950-G-1) ON GPC. EST. $5

JCT CY & PARSONS, 1937 VG (912-H-3) ON CREASED GPC. E. $4
KAL & SO. HAVEN, 1937 G+ (636-C-1) ON GPC. EST. $6

KEARNEY & STAP, 1935 F (948.1-B-1) ON GPC. EST. $6

KENMARE & WHITE, 1939 VG (880.4-D-1) ON GPC. EST. $6

KEOK & SHENANDOAH, 1930 VG (765-K-2) A BIT HI ON GPC. $4
KEYS & DURHAM, 1939 VG (310-E-3) ON GPC. EST. $6

KING & ONEONTA, 1936 F (117-G-3) ON GPC. EST. $4

KNOBEL & MEMP, 1935 VG (464.1-C-1) ON GPC. EST. $4

LA. CR. & PRESTON, 1937 VG (868-K-1) ON GPC. EST. $4

LA CR. & SAV., 1937 VG (872-H-1) ON GPC. EST. $4

LAGRANGE & BLOOM., 1939 F (531-A-1) ON GPC. EST. $8

LK. C. & GRENADA, 1940 F (431-K-1) ON PPC. EST. $8

LANC & FRED, 1936 F (208-C-3) ON GPC. EST. $4

LARIMORE & BRECK, 1937 VG (876.6-A-1) ON GPC. EST. $4

LEB & GREENS, 1938 VG (532-F-1) ON GPC. EST. $6

LEWISTON & RIPARIA, 1914 G (904.3-C-3) ON COVER. EST. $6
LEWISTON & RIPARIA, 1935 VG (904.3-C-4) ON GPC. EST. $4

LOS ANGELES & SAN B'D'NO KITE, 1914 G+ (993.1-A-1) ON PPC.15
MANSFIELD & WENATCHEE, 1912 F (902.3-A-1) ON GPC. EST. $15
McCALL & NAMPA, 1932 F (896.9-A-1) ON COVER. EST. $15

MIL & N. McGREGOR, 1912 G (843-T-1) ON PPC. EST. $4
MONTROSE & GR JUNC, 1909 VG (957-G-1) ON PPC. EST. $15
OAKDALE & MERCED, 1907 VG (989-D-1) O/S ON PPC. EST. $10
POP BLUFF & HELENA, 1906 VG (NEW TY) STAINED PPC-NO STAMP. 4
SANTA ROSA & VAL JCT, 1911 G+ (984.1-A-1) ON PPC. EST. $10
SHELB FALLS & N. HAVEN, 1911 F (85-E-1) ON PPC. EST. $6
SOUTH L & M FALLS, 1911 G (39-F-1) ON PPC. EST. $5

SPOKANE & COULEE, 1929 G+ (906.6-C-1) ON CVR W/SM TEAR. $5
SPARKS & SAN FRAN, 1919 G+ (976-W-1) ON PPC. EST. $10
SPOK. PASCO & SEAT, 1909 G+ (892-0-1) ON TONED PPC. EST. $5
SPOK. PASCO & SEATTLE, 1922 G+ (892-P-1) ON COVER. EST. $6
SPRING & HART, 1912 F (83-D-1) ON PPC. EST. $5

TAMPA & SARASOTA, 1912 VG (395.5-B-1) ON PPC. EST. $6
TEXARK & WHITES, 1908 G+ (487-D-2) ON PPC. EST. $5

TOCCOA & ELBERTON, 1914 VG (367-B-1) ON PPC. EST. $6
TRUCKEE & LAKE TAHOE, 1910 G+ (997.4-A-1) ON PPC. EST. $15
TUCSON & LOS ANG, 1906 VG (963-T-2) ON PPC. EST. $8
(VI)CTOR & IDAHO FALL(S), 1923 PARTIAL (890-V-1) ON PPC. $10
WALLACE & SPOKANE, 1908 G (896.7-A-1) ON BEV PPC. EST. $10
WELLS & BELL, 1911 F (554-M-2) ON CREASED PPC. EST. $5
WILLIAMS & LOS ANG, 1908 VG (964-Q-1) ON PPC. EST. $6
WILLIAMS & LOS A(NG), 1906 PARTIAL (964-Q-2) ON PPC. EST. $5
WILLETS & SAN FRAN, 1911 F (985-T-1) ON PPC. EST. $15

WILLITS & SAN FRAN, 1908 VG (985-U-1) ON PPC. EST. $15
WILLITS & SAN FRAN, 1914 G+ (985-U-3) ON PPC. EST. $12
ALBUQUERQUE,N MEX/TRANS. CLK., 1914 F (965.9-A-2) ON PPC. 15
ATLANTA, GA/ITR.CLK. TERM.STA., 1910 VG (374-B-2) ON PPC. E. 5
ASHTABULA, OHIO/TRANS.CLK., 1914 VG (601-P-1) ON PPC. E. $5
KNOX, TENN/TRANS.CLK., 1906 G+ (515-K-2) ON PPC. EST. $5
MANCHESTER, N.H./TR.CLK., 1912 G+ (30-B-1) ON PPC. EST. $5
MERIDIAN, MISS/TRANS.CLERK, 1910 F (430-E-1) ON PPC. EST. $6
PORTLAND, ME/TRANS.CLK., 1911 F (19-B-3) ON PPC. EST. $5
ROCKY MOUNT, N.C/TRANS.CLK., 1929 VG (332-H-2) ON PPC. $4
ST. PAUL, MINN./TRANSFER CLK., 1909 G+ (884-B-7) ON PPC. $4
T.C.0.S.L.DEPOST, S.L.CITY, 1914 F (971-C-1) ON PPC. EST. $5

S. BERNARDINO, CAL/TRS.CLK., 1909 G+ (999-H- 1) ONPPC. E. $5
T.C. SAN JOSE, 1909 VG (999-I-1) ON PPC. EST. $

WHITE RIVER JCT. VT/TR.CLK., 1922 G+ (45-C- 5) ON PPC. E. $4

STREET CARS

167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174

BALTO & ARLINGTON, 1912 F (BA-2-f) ON PPC. EST. $4

CHI & MILLARD AVE, 1909 F (CH-5-a) ON PPC. EST. $6

CHI & MIL AVE, 1906 F (CH-6-b) ON PPC. EST. $4

CHI & N CLARK ST/2, 1907 VG (CH-1-b) ON PPC. EST. $6
CLEVELAND CIRCUIT, 1910 F FLAG (CL-1-b) ON PPC. EST. $4
CLEVELAND CIRCUIT, 1912 F (CL-1-d) ON PPC. EST. $4
SEATTLE & SEATTLE, 1910 G+ (SE-1-a) ON PPC. EST. $20
WASH DC PAAVE, 1913 G+ LIGHT (WA-1-a) ON PPC. EST. $20

Minimum Bid $3.00 please.
Phone bids accepted: 650-344-3080
CLOSING DATE: April 18, 2001 (10 PM PST)
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ADVERTISING IN LA POSTA

La Posta publishes two types of Ads: Display & Auction/Net Price. Details for placing each are as
follows:

DISPLAY ADS - May be run on a contract basis for one, three or six insertions. Ad contents may be
changed at any time, provided proper notice is given. Contract rates for ads of varying sizes are as

follows:

Ad Size One Issue Three Issues Six Issues
1/8-page $13.00 $29.90 $54.60
1/4-page $30.00 $69.00 $126.00
1/2-page $55.00 $126.50 $231.00

1-page $100.00 $230.00 $420.00

These charges include Type setting & Layout

AUCTION/NET PRICE ADS:
The charge for placing a 1/2-page ad is $45.00; 1 -page $90.00; 2-pages $170.00

These prices are for prepaid camera ready copy. Add $15 typing charge is for 1/2-page auctions, $35
for 1-page auctions; and auctions over 1-page must be camera ready, transmitted via E-mail or
provided on computer disc.

Ad Deadlines are as follows: Dec/Jan issue - Nov 20; Feb/Mar issue - Jan 20; Apr/May
issue - Mar 20; Jun/Jul issue- May 20; Aug/Sep issue - July 20; Oct/Nov issue - Sep 20.
La Posta, 33470 Chinook Plaza, Suite 216, Scappoose, OR 97056
or
P.O. Box 100, Chatsworth Island, NSW 2469 Australia

.

AUCTIONS DISPLAY ADS
RANDY STEHLE - 79 MIKE ELLINGSON - 72

JIM FORTE - 64
DISPLAY ADS ALEXANDER GUNDEL - 64
AMBERMAN POSTAL HISTORY - 74 KIRK'S - 74
ARIZONA-NEW MEXICO P. H. SOC. - 72 LA POSTA BACKNUMBERS - 61
AUSDENMOORE-McFARLANE - 72 JAMES E. LEE-73 & 76
COLORADO P. HIST. SOCIETY - 73 BOB NICHOLS - 73
BRUCE COREY - 46 SCHMITT INVESTORS LTD. - 76
JANE DALLISON - 76 STEVE SIMS - 30
MICHAEL DATTOLICO - 36 ROBERT SWANSON - 72
H.J.W. DAUGHERTY - 30 US CANCELLATION CLUB - 46

CRAIG A. WHITFORD - 75



