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La Posta

Postal History Beyond the Limits

We have often heard it said that a collector’s choice
of postal history specialtiesis only limited by his or
her own imagination. Human geography and history
define a broad universe which afford postal histori-
ans nearly unlimited selection among places, times
and themes within their borders. To understand the
richness of subject selection possibilities within this
universe, one need only review the titles of exhibits
on display at a magjor national or international show.
Collectively, we have only begun to explore the pos-
sibilities of the past when it comes to postal history
research and scholarship, and, since neither human
history nor our geographical boundaries are static, the
universe of possibilitiesis constantly expanding.

Despitetheimmense breadth and rich diversity of this
human universe of postal history possibilities, there
are those among us whose imaginations cry out for
even greater freedom of choice. One such person is
Tom Maringer, a sometimes resident of Arkansas,
who has, over the past decade plus, become the chief
authority on the subject of Middle Earth postal his-
tory.

For readers unfamiliar with the location and geogra-
phy of Middle Earth, the land was initially described
in a series of tales by J. R.R. Tolkien published as
TheHobbit and The Lord of the Ringstrilogy. Tolkien,
who was not only a superb storyteller but also had a
keen sense of geography and history, described
Middle Earth and its inhabitants with such detail and
enthusiasm that many humans over the past three or
four generations have become intensely interested in
the place. Maringer, with his own particular affinity
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for postal history, was ob-
viously interested in the
postal history of Middle
Earth and he has pro-
gressed most impressively
in his investigations over P
the years. ' ;

Thus far, Tom has concen-
trated his efforts primarily
on that portion of Middle
Earth known as the Shire, and he has written a brief,
but detailed, history of the Shire Post; drawn an ex-
cellent map of the Hobbit Postal District; compiled a
complete Shire Postage Stamp Catalogue; and is cur-
rently working on an exhaustive catalogue of Shire
townmarks. Figure 1illustratesthe front of an official
cover from Will Whitfoot, postmaster of the Shire
Central Post Office at Waymoot, to Arlo Underhill at
Springdell. The cover is franked with the %2 penny
denomination of the recently issued “Animal” series
paying the one ounz “Inside” rate. The mailing post-
mark cancels the stamp and clearly indicates the date
the cover entered Shire Post and the receiving mark
(lower right) shows that the piece was five days in
transit. The Waymoaot “Official Business’ handstamp
at upper left is only seen on mail originating at the
Central Post Office from the Postmaster.All transit
markings from offices en route appear on the reverse.

Maringer’s work may be better appreciated by exam-
ining hiswebsite http://shirepost.tol kien-movies.com/
Thisisan extensive and fascinating exampl e of color-
ing outsidethe bordersin postal history. La Posta read-
erswith ainterest in theworld of Hobbits are urged to
explore Tom's site. Some of you, like Cath
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& 1, may choose to participate by register-
ing for a Hobbit name and sending mail via
Shire Post. It'sall great fun, and we heartily
tip our feathered cap to Tom Maringer for
adding a bit more joy to life.

Will Harfoot /aka/ Richard W. Helbock

Piked WONLbZ

.,

Figure 1
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POSTAL HISTORIANS
ON LINE

Thefollowing individuals have expressed an
interest in corresponding with other collectorsviae-
mail. Namesarefollowed by specific interest (where
known) and complete e-mail address. If you would
liketojointhislist in futureissues of La Posta, send

usanoteviae-mail at helbock@ a-posta.com

Paul G. Abajian [Vermont postal history]
— PGA@vbimail.champlain.edu
Murray Abramson [4th Bureaus & air to foreign dest.ination]
— abram001@mc.duke.edu
Charlie Adrion [Flag Cancels] — adrionc@mail.idt.net
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Jim Alexander [Texas Postal History]
— JAlexab943@aol.com
John Amberman [Dealer]
— amberman@ambermanpostal history.com
Gary Anderson [US Doanes & ND postal history]
— garyndak @ix.netcom.com
A.A. Armstrong, Jr. [Western Nebraska & S.D. butcher
PPCs] — draa@rockski.net
Roland Austin [Liberty Series & Modern p.h.]
— raustinl3@aol.com
John Azarkevich [Military postal history dealer]
— john.a2z@worldnet.att.net
Harold Babb [Southern States postal history]
— babbx01@netside.com
Mark Baker [CA & NV postal history dealer]
— mbcovers@directcon.net
Michael A. Ball [AlaskaArctic & Antarctic incl. military]
— BallAgency@aol.com
Alan Banks[Missouri] — abanks7@aol.com
Richard Bard, Jr. — dbard@plix.com
John H. Barwis— j.h.barwis@siep.shell.com
John E. Beane, MD [West Virginia postal history]
— JBEANE@prodigy.net
William R. Beith [Eastern Oregon] — WRBeith@aol.com
Henry J. Berthelot [train, ship wreck mail & US postal card
p.h.]— hankberthel ot @yahoo.com
Henry Betz [Franklin Co., PA & Cumberland Valley RR]
— hbetz@epix.net
Jim Blandford [Mich. Doanes & Early Detroit]
— jblandf526@aol.com
Tim Boardman [Washington PH, photos, books & maps]
— Simcoe@gconn.com
Joe Bock [Airmail/US Transports] — jorobock @sedona.net
Caj Brejtfus[1851-61 3c & Machine cancels)
— brejtfus@earthlink.com
Deane Briggs, MD [Florida Postal History] — drb@gte.net
Roger S. Brody [US 2nd Bureau issue] — RSBCO@aol.com
Mark Burnett [Washington-Franklins Series)
— MBur331547@aol.com
Raymond Buse [Cincinnati & Clermont Co., OH p.h.]
— stamppat@aol.com
Conrad L. Bush [Confederate Fancy & Unusua Cancels)
— bearclan@brandons.net
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James W. Busse [San Diego Co.p.h.] — Jimb1997@aol.com
C & H Stamps[Cana Zone, DWI postal history]
— CZCD@aol.com
Gary Carlson [machine cancels]
— gcarlson@columbus.rr.com
Glenda & John Cheramy [Dealers] -- gcheramy@home.com
Bob Chow [Colorado] — rc71135@a0l.com
Douglas Clark [Railway Mail] —dnc@al pha.math.uga.edu
Tom Clarke [Philadelphia] — ocl-tom@ix.netcom.com
L ouis Cohen [Kentucky postal history]
—cohenstamps32@aol.com
Giles Cokelet [Montana postal history]
— giles_c@coe.montana.edu
Robert W. Collins [Korean War & “Collins’ postmarks]
— rwecohio@juno.com &/or ohiowc@aol.com
Joe H. Crosby [Oklahoma & Indian Territory p.h.]
— joecrosby @home.com
E. Rod Crossley [CA RPOs & Ventura Co.]
— rcrossley@worldnet.att.net
Tony L. Crumbley [NC & Confederate postal history]
— crumbley@charlotte.infi.net
Richard Curtin — curtin@inreach.com
Allison W. Cusick [Ohio & WV p.h.; Doanes & Non-stndrd]
— awcusick@aol.com
Matt Dakin [Mississippi Postal History]
— patdakin@mindspring.com
Mike Dattolico [La Posta Associate Editor]
— MMDATTOL @aol.com
Hugh J.W. Daugherty [Postal History Dealer]
— hjwd@capecod.net
Doug De Roest [Oregon postal history OR & WA Doanes)
— deroest@oregontrail .net
John L. DuBois— jld@thlogic.com
Leonard M. Eddy [Oklahoma & Arkansas p.h.]
— Imeddy @arkansas.net
Craig Eggleston [US Possessions] — cae@airmail.net
Stephen W. Ekstrom [US Transports & Connecticut p.h.]
— SWEKSTROM @aol.com
James F. Elin [Arizona post. hist.] — JamesFElin@aol.com
Mike Ellingson [North Dakota p.h.]
— mikeellingson@juno.com
Alyce and Don Evans [WVaand Los Angeles, CA, p..ht.]
— DEvansUSAF@aol.com
Wayne Farley [West VirginiaP. H.]
— CWFARLEY @aol.com
Richard Farquhar — FARQRICH@aol.com
Louis Fiset [WWII civilian internment ph]
— fiset@u.washington.edu
Jane King Fohn — Jkfohn1442@aol.com
Jim Forte[Dealer] — jimforte@postal history.com
& Website http://postal history.com
Myron Fox [US & German censorship & WWI & WWII]
— MyronFox1@aol.com
GeneFricks[Literature, TN & NJPH]
— ernest.fricks@stoneweb.com
Bob Gaudian [Connecticut Postal History]
— rgstamper @aol.com
Don Garrett [Mississippi] — Donompix@aol.com
John Germann [Texas postal history & ship covers|
— jghist@neosoft.com
Jerry Gorman [Rhode Iland PH]
— barbarag@worldnet.att.net
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John Grabowski [20th Cent. postal history, esp. Prexy era]
— minnjohn@concentric.net
Ken Grant — kgrant@uwc.edu
Thomas E. Greene [Rhode Island PH] —TGBG@aol.com
John Grosse — johngrosse@compuserve.com
Ted Gruber [Nevada] — TedGruber@aol.com
E. J. Guerrant [Unusual US Stamp Usages)
— guerrant@oio.net
Alex Gundédl [Mail to Foreign Destinations]
— Alexander.Gundel @dir.de
Michadl Gutman [Mass ph & 19th cent,. Precancels]
— Mikeg94@aol.com
Larry Haller [Handstamped Flags] — LJHaller@aol.com
Art Hadley [Indiana postal history] — ahadley @hsonline.net
Ken Hamlin [Montana postal history & ephemera]
— kphamlin@in-tch.com
Lou Hannen [Classic Railway & Waterways)
— loucanoe@3rddoor.com
John T. Hardy, Jr. [US posta cards & Philippines]
— john_hardy@msn.com
Ron Harmon [Florida PH] — rrhrm@hotmail.com
L eonard Hartman [Literature deal er] —www.pbbooks.com
Bill Helmer [Nevada] bill5168@worldnet.att.net
Gary Hendren [Missouri PH] —
Lynda_Hendren@mac.pattonville.k12.mo.us
Monte Hensley [Mexico prel868 & Revolution]
— MHENSLEY @IBM.NET
Jack Hilbing [lIlinois and Pennsylvanina postal hisory]
— fjackh@msn.com
Terence Hines [Hanover, NH & #E12-21 on cover]
— thines@fsmail .pace.edu
Joe Horn — horn@mail.utexas.edu
John Hotchner — IMHStamp@ix.netcom.com
Pete Hubicki [1861 3c & Columbia, Montour &
Northumberland Co., PA]
— phubicki @carolina.rr.com
Stefan T. Jaronski [IthacaNY p. h.; Confed. States military ph]
— bug@midrivers.com
Cary E. Johnson [Michigan p.h.; Railway, Waterway
& Streetcars] — cejohn@umich.edu
Jim Johnson [Dealer - Postal History USA]
— phiusa@netpath.net
CharlesA. Jones[CO & Prexy postal history]
— cgjones@gj.net
Gordon Katz [Postal History on Postcards & Maryland]
— g.ekatz@worldnet.att.net
Phil Kay [Hawaiian postal history] — pilau@aloha.net
Robert Keatts[WallaWalla Co., WA p.h.]
— |keatts@mail .bmi.net
Kelvin Kindahl [New England p.h.; postmarks]
— kanda@javanet.com
C.Randy Kimes[US Naval covers] — pmarche@jps.net
Jim Klinger [Colorado ph & Navel covers] — IX15@aol.com
John Koehler [Montana postal history]
—jkoehler@wa.freei.net
Van Koppersmith [Alabama & Mississippi p.h.]
— cleave3@aol.com
Jim Kotanchik [Franklin Co., MA & PO Sedlq]
— jkotanchik @flashcom.net
Rick Kunz [RPO, AGT, RR postmarks]
— rkunz@eskimo.com & www.eskimo.com/~rkunz/
Walter LaForce[USDoanes& NY RFD & Co/PM cancels]
—vlwl@dellnet.com
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Gary Laing [Virginia p.h.] — laing@naxs.com
Curt J. Lamm [Unusual 1851-61 townmarks]
--cjlamm@netstorm.net
Eliot A. Landau — LAND1942@a0l.com
Peter B. Larson [Northern Idaho] — plarson@wsu.edu
Ken Lawrence — apsken@aol.com
Wes L eather ock — wleath@sandbox.dynip.com
JamesE. Lee[Philatelic Literature Dealer]
— philately2@earthlink.net & www.jameslee.com
Brian R. Levy [Long Island PH & Expositions]
— BELLOBL@AOL.COM
MingKung Jason Liu [China/US combinations & crash cvrs]
— mliu@DataPathSystems.Com
Mike Ludeman [Texas p.h.] — mml@computek.net
al so www.computek.net/public/mml/tx_philately.html
Len Lukens[Oregon p.h. & trans-Pacific airmail]
— llukens@easystreet.com
David Lyman [World postmarks on covers or piece]
— postmark@sympatico.ca
Max Lynds [Aroostock Co., Maine p.h.] — max@ainop.com
Tom Maringer [Arkansas PH] — maringer@arkansas.net
Robert L. Markovits— Irim@pioneeris.net
Peter Martin — pmartin@amospress.com
Doug Marty - [Dealer Postal History, Ephemera, Postcards]
— dmarty @wtp.net
Chester M. M aster s— chetmasters@mail.wa.freei.net
Bernard Mayer [Oklahoma] — BernieM 385@a0l.com
David M cCord — damac@hal cyon.com
Harry McDowell [Columbia SC Confed. p.h.]
— harmacd@aol.com
Chuck & Jan M cFarlane [Ausdenmoore-M cFarlane Stamps]
— Mcmichigan@aol.com
Bob McKain [Western PA]- bmckain@nb.net
Michael J. McMorrow [Vermont photocards & POW cards
of WWI & WWII] — SFA@SOVER.NET
Michael E. Mead [Britannia Enterprises - postal history dealer]
— meadbe@s-way.com
Jim Mehrer — mehrer@postal -history.com
& website http://www.postal - history.com
Mark Metkin [Idaho postal history]
— metkin@mindspring.com
Jewell Meyer [Arizona] — jimeyer@pe.net
JamesW. Milgram, M.D. [U.S. postal history and historical
letters, esp. Civil War & West] — j-milgram@nwu.edu
Corbin Miller [Idaho Ph.] — corbinlm@yahoo.com
Jim Miller [Dealer] — jmiller@cariboo.bc.ca
Steve M orehead [Colorado postal history]
— steveasc@ix.netcom.com
Bob Munshower — bearmt19@mail.idt.net
Larry Neal [Holmes Co., Ohio postal history]
—larryln@valkyrie.net
Bill Nix [Skamania Co., WA] — wanix@gorge.net
Jim Noll — jenca@pachbell.net
Martin Nicholson — Martin@crozet.demon.co.uk
CharlesA. O’Dell [Missouri & eastern Colorado]
— odellcd@earthlink.net
Kevin O'Reilly [NWT, Yukon & Labrador; USAPOsin
Canada] — xcarc@ssimicro.com
Clay Olson [Tioga Co., PA] — shawmut@home.com
James Or cutt [Washington] — jorcutt@u.washington.edu
Dennis Pack [Utah ph & Branch offices)
— dpack@VAX2.WinonaMSUS.EDU



January 2001

POSTAL HISTORIANSON LINE

John Palm [Merced & Mariposa Co., CA]
—jwpam@selite.net
Ed Patera[California] — ELPATERA @aol.com
Bob Patkin [Machine cancels] — bpat@shore.net
James Patter son — patterson@azbar.org
Eustolio G. Perez [Dealer/Collector Mexico to US covers]
— SouthwestCC@Prodigy.net
Walt Potts [Monona Co., lowa] — Pottsplit@aol.com
Stephen Prigozy [Telegraph covers] — prigozys@aol.com
AdaM. Prill [Delarare Co., NY]
— ada@math.rochester.edu
Pete Rathwell — prathwell @swlaw.com
Byron L. Reed [South Dakota p.h.] — byronreed@aol.com
Robert Quinetero [Detroit River Sta/lMailboat 1895-Current]
— qover@ameritech.net
Norm Ritchie[CO, UT, AZ & NM postal history]
— mnp@ctos.com
Roger Rhoads [UX1 & UX3 cancels & PH]
— rrrhoads@aol.com
Thomas Richardson [North CarolinaPH.]
— stamps@northstate.net
Harold Richow [WWII Alaska, USin Canada &
Philippines] — harr@pe.net
William B. Robinson [Wisconsin p.h./postal history dealer]
—wbrob@hotmail.com
Julius Rockwell [Alaska] — juliusro@al aska.net
Robert G. Rose [New Jersey p.h.] — rrose@phks.com
Steve Roth — smroth@itsanet.com
Art Rupert [Rural Branches & Stations]
— aerupert@bentonrea.com
Roger Rydberg [Colorado postal history]
— roger-rydberg@worldnet.att.net
Bill Sammis[US Express Company labels, stamps & covers)
— cdsl3@cornell.edu
Bill Sandrik [Postal History dealer]
— sandrik.philat@zzapp.org
Fred Schmitt — fred@fredschmitt.com and
www.fredschmitt.com
Roger G. Schnell [Mok Hill prel870; US ph to fgn. dest.
1934-54] — rkschloss@pstcomputers.com
Niles Schuh [Florida postal history] — niless@cfcs.org
DennisW. Schmidt [Texas p.h. & US Officialg]
— Dews@1starnet.com
Roger Schnell — rkschoss@mindspring.com
Robert Schultz [Missouri postal history] — schulhstry @aol.com
Joseph Sedivy — JNJSED717@aol.com
Larry R. Sell — philart@infoblvd.net
Mike Senta [Alaska postal history] — mspc@al aska.net
Norman Shachat [Phila. & Bucks Co. PH]
— janorm@gateway.net
Lloyd W. Shaw [Utah p.h. & general postal stationery]
— LWStamp@aol.com
Terry Shaw [Alaska] — cgsarchxx@aol.com
Wesley Shellen [Montana p.h. & Machine cancels]
— WesNDeb@aol.com
Gina Sheridan - gsherida@cisco.com
Ed Siskin [Pree-1800 Postal History] - g siskin@ix.netcom.com
Russdll V. Skavaril — skavaril.1@osu.edu
Rich Small [Machine cancels] — rsmall9293@aol.com
& www.members.aol.com/rsmal19293/index.htm
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Chet Smith [US branches & stations] — cms@psu.edu
Jack M. Smith, Sr. [Texas Doane Co-ordinator]
— jacksr@tstar.net
Fred Smyithe — FSmyithe@aol.com
Gus Spector [PA advertising covers & postal history]
— gspec56@aol.com
Keith Spencer [Alberta & western Canada] — krs2@ualberta.ca
Duane Spidle [Colorado PH. & RPOs & pre-1907 precancels]
—dspidle@concentric.net
Anita Sprankle — sprankle@kutztown.edu
Chet Sprinkle — 73114,.2115@compuserve.com
Ken Stach [South Dakota PH] — ken.stach@kosa.com
Randy Stehle— RSTEHL E@ix.netcom.com
Rex H.“Jim” Stever [Republic of Texas] -
— rhstever@camdeninc.com
Carl Stieg [Dist. Of Columbiato 1910] — carl_phil @webtv.net
Bob Stoldal [Southern Nevada] - stoldal @vegas.infi.net
Greg Stone — Michcovers@aol.com
David L. Straight [Back of Book] -- dis@library.wustl.ed
Greg Sutherland — Gregfree@aol.com
Robert Svoboda [Montana postal history]
— SVOBODA7@aol.com
Bob Swanson [WW!I Domestic p.h.] — rds@swansongrp.com
& www.swansongrp.com/posthist.html
Doug Swisher [Ohio & Florida PH.] — doug22@mediaone.net
Stephen T. Taylor [postal history dedler] -- staylor995@aol.com
& www.stephentaylor.co.uk
Gerry Tenney — gtenney @gateway.net
Ed Thomas [New England town cancels| — Edthomas@fsc.edu
Robert L. Toal — rtoal @ukt.edu
Don Tocher [19th Century US] — dontoch@ix.netcom.com
& www.postalnet.com/portfolios
Bob Trachimowicz [TOB markings] — track@ma.ultranet.com
Ron Trosclair [Louisiana postal history]
— rtrosclair@prodigy.net
Henry G. Turnbull [Arizona& Maine p.h.]
— aznpthgtl@webtv.net
Dirk van Gelderen [Alaska postal history] — c.esveld@tip.nl
George P. Wagner [US 2nd Bureau, Wash-Franklins & Prexies)
— Gpwwauk@aol.com
Lauck Walton [Meagher Co, MT & Shenandoah Co, VA]
— jwalton@shentel .net
Ron Wankel [Nebraska & WWII APOs on #UC9]
— rwankel @aol.com
Ron Ward [Maryland PH] — anoph2@aol.net
Edward Weinberg [Contra Costa, CA p.h]
— edwardepirus@hotmail.com
Mike Wiedemann [Floridap.h. & Cutley Advertising]
— cmikew@mindspring.com
Clarence J. Winstead [NC Doanes, flags, RPOs & PPCsq]
— clarencewinstead@msn.com.
Kirk Wolford [Postal History Dealer]
— krkstpco@gol dstate.net
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For the postal historian...

Unavailable for a number of years, these im-
portant titles contain original data on American
pastal history. Here is your unigue opportunity
to acquire these vital referemce titles. We own the
entire remaining stock of them.

American State Papers. Post Office Depart-
ment; 1799-1833. Small atlas-sized volume; includes
various listings of P.O.'s from 1799 to 1830. Has
wide yariety of reports & documents on the USPOD;
wealth of early postal history. $85.00.

Postal Laws & Regulations of the U.S.A., 1832
and 1843, These are two important handbooks from
the stampless period, bound into one volume. Very
difficult to obtain. $40.00.

The 1.5, Postal Guide and Official Advertiser,
1850 to 1852. Complete run in 2 vols; rare monthly
periodical, few original copies exist outside Library
of Congress. Along with postal information there
are Executive Dept. notices, Appointments by the
President, Consuls Recognized by the State Dept,
Reports of Secretary of War, Navy, Posmmaster Gen-
¢ral, new postmasters & locations. Treasury Dept.,
troop locations, assignnents, reports & more. Rare
source for postal history student, genealogist and his-
torian. Only 37 sets lefi. $100.00.

Prait’s Post Office Directory: 1850, Very accu-
rate list of P.O.'s during the 1847 era; also contains
foreign postage tables for the new British Postal Con-
vention of 1849, $35.00.

Postal Laws & Regulations of the U.5.A.: 1852.
‘New handbook issued after the rate changes of 1851.
Algo contains newspaper clipping file about posial
laws and foreign mail rates. $45.00.

Colton’s Post Office Directory.: 1856. Unique
volume contains 25,000+ post offices with postmas-
ters’ names, showing revenue of each office. This is
important source data to assist in judging the relative
scarcity of townmarks from various states. $45.00.

List of Post (Tices, Postal Laws & Regulations
of U.S.A.: 1857, Wonderful handbook; contains list
of P.0.'s and P.L.&R.'s. This volume wes first pro-
duced after the French Postal Convention of 1857 &
has up-to-date foreign postage tables including French
mail rates. $40.00,

List of P.O.%s in the U.S.A.;: 1862. List of post

Shipping & handling: $3
first book, $1 for each
additional book. VISA and
Mastercard accepted.

Get our newest catalog!
Only $5 refundable with
purchasa. Call, write, fax or
e-mail us today!

Refer to Dept. LP,

THE FULL LIBRARY OF THERON WEIRENGA TITLES IS NOw AVAILABLE FROM US.

offices apecifies those under Confederate control,
Also several important P.O.D-issued pamphilets of
1861, 1863, 1864 & 1B65. $55.00,

Postal Laws & Regulations of the U.5.A.: 1866,
First P L, &R. after the Civil War and first since 1859,
Much excellent information with updated foreign mail
rates, §55.00.

.S, Incoming Steamship Mail by Theron
Weirenga, 1983. 242 pgs. Hardbound., Important
directory of dates and times of all incoming foreign
steamship mail in the | 9th century. Vital postal his-
tory source. Illustrated. $45.00. .

The Gold Rush Mail Agents To California, 1849-
52 by Theron Weirenga. Detailing the vital commu-
nications to/from the California mining boomtowns.
Tlustrated. 288 pgs. $40.

Wabsita: www.jameslee.com

E-Mail: philately2@earthlink.net
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Now Publishing
Encyclopedia of

Colorado Postal
History Society

Colorado Post Office Markings

by William H. Bauer

"Colorado Postal Historian"

WANTED: CALIFORNIA

Postal History by County Pre-1920

Counties:

including the "Encyclopedia’
published four times per year.

Spring Meeting held annually
at ROMPEX in Denver. Fall
Meeting held in November.

Information and Membership Application:
Roger D. Rydberg, CPHS Secretary
354 So Nile St
Aurora, CO 80012
roger-rydberg@worldnet.att.net

Back Issues of the "Encyclopedia” are
Avaialble.
Join Now and Receive Instaliment No. 1.

Alpine, Inyo, Mono, San Bernardino
Orange & San Diego

Please write or call:
Bob Nichols
1423 N. 1st Ave.
Upland, CA 91786
(909) 982-9697
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WANTED! ARIZONA - NEW
MEXICO POSTAL
North Dakota HISTORY
Territory SOCIETY
Postmarks Seeks New Members, Who Seek New
(Photocopies)

For publication of North Dakota Territoria
Postmarks

Short Term Plan: Serial Publication in La Posta

Long Term Plan: Comprehensive Catalog
Send To:

Mike Ellingson
P.O. Box 402
Eagan, MN 55121

E-mail contact:

mikeel lingson@juno.com

Material, New Information and New
Friends

DUES $10 Annually
Receive “The Roadrunner” Quarterly

Newsletter

Trade Duplicates at Winter and Summer
Meetings

Contact: Thomas K.
Todsen, 2000 Rose Lane,
Las Cruces, NM 88005

or
Peter Rathwell, 4523 E.

Mountain View Dr.,
Phoenix, AZ 85028

KIRK’'S

STAMP
CO.

Constant Additions
Of Postal History in
Virtually All Areas
Expo’s, Express
R.P.O’s, U.S. Postal Cards,

Stationery, Stamps & More
We seek odd & unusual
please offer!
KIRK AND ELSIE WOLFORD

Phone (530) 675-2687 ng
A Hl?\ Fax (530) 675-1522

g)MCE 1975  Email- krkstpco@goldstate.net 3INCE 1%70

— UNITED STATES
4  CanceLLaTiON CLUB
— APS Affiliate #75
-~ Devoted to the study and publication
of information about U.S. 19th
century stamp cancellations
For information and membership application write to:
U.S. Cancellation Club ==
A/ X
Y, 4 3 Ruthana Way |
4} Hockessin, DE 19707

N

'((l(’lt

st

MAINE NARROW GAUGE R.P.O.
CANCELS WANTED

Bangor & Bucksport AGT. (10/9/1879-5/31/1883)
Palermo & Wiscasset R.P.O. (1895-1896)
Albion & Wiscasset R.P.O. (1896-1902, 1909-1933)
Waterville & Wiscasset R.P.O. (1902-1909)
Harrison & Beidgton Junction R.P.O. (1900-1917)
Farmington & Rangeley R.P.O. (1892-1903)
Kingfield & Farmington R.P.O. (1903-1913)
Phillips & Farmington (1913-1917)

BRUCE L. COREY, 108 Marilyn Avenue,
Westbrook, ME 04092
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Figure 1 Postmarked Yakima, Washington, June 30, 1926, via air mail to New York. This cover is
franked with twenty five cents postage to pay the 10¢ CAM route from Pasco, Washington, to Elko,
Nevada (established April 6, 1926) and 15¢ for the three government zones from Elko to New York.

All Over the Map:

1926-27 Map Airmails Paying Postage to Overseas Destinations

By Richard W. Helbock

Transconti nental airmail servicewas established
by the United States Post Office Department
on July 1, 1924, after years of experimenta-
tion and development. Early on, it must have become
apparent to postal officials that the eventual success
of airmail service would depend upon the involve-
ment of commercial aviation. In alandmark effort to
nurture commercial aviation, the Post Office Depart-
ment invited contract bids by private companies to
carry the mails along routes which would intersect
with the pre-existing government routes. The Ford
Motor Company was awarded thefirst such contract,
and on February 15, 1926, began carrying the mails
between Detroit and Cleveland and between Detroit
and Chicago. These private carrier routes—officially
known as Contract Air Mail routes (CAM)—aquickly
expanded to tenin number; all but one of which served
asfeedersto the government operated trans-continen-
tal route.

Whilethere can belittle doubt that this period of dual
public-private operation of airmail routes succeeded
in giving commercia aviation an important boost in
the United States, it also created an era of nearly be-

wildering complexity when it cameto calculating the
correct charge for posting an airmail letter between
two domestic points. Government route chargeswere
divided on the basis of three geographic zones with
each zone or portion of zone fixed at 8¢ per ounce or
fraction thereof. Contract route charges were 10¢ per
ounce for routes not exceeding 1,000 miles, 15¢ per
ounce for routes between 1,000 and 1,500 miles, and
20¢ per ounce on routes exceeding 1,500 miles al-
though no routes of this length were established.

If a piece of mail moved solely on either a govern-
ment or contract air route, then determination of the
proper rate was straight forward according to the two
tier system. It was when the routing involved both
contract and government routes that rate calculation
became much more complicated. When a letter was
to be moved over both government and one or more
contract routes, the per zone ratefor government trans-
port was reduced to 5¢. Therate for each CAM route
of 1,000 miles or less to be flown was 10¢.

This system created some interesting and seemingly
arbitrary airmail rates. For example, a letter mailed
from San Francisco addressed to New York City in
1926 could travel entirely on government routes and
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would be charged the three zone rate of 24¢ per ounce,
but aletter mailed from Los Angeles to Saint Louis
would be charged 30¢ (CAM Los Angeles-Salt Lake
City (10¢); two zones Government route Salt Lake
City-Chicago (10¢); CAM Chicago-Saint Louis(10¢).
Figure 1 illustrates a cover mailed from Yakima,
Washington, June 30, 1926, viaair mail to New York.
It is franked with twenty five cents postage which
paysthe 10¢ CAM route from Pasco, Washington, to
Elko, Nevada (established April 6, 1926) and 15¢ for
the three government zones from Elko to New York.
Interestingly, the sender chose one of the new 10¢
contract air mail stampsto pay the CAM portion and
a 15¢ definitive to pay the government three zone
rate.

The Map Airmails of 1926-27

The Stamps

Airmail postage stamps issued prior to the initiation
of contract routes consisted only of denominations
matched to the three zones of trans-continental gov-
ernment service: 8¢, 16¢ and 24¢. On February 2,
1925, Congress set the rate to be charged on contract
routes at not less than ten cents per ounce or fraction
thereof. Nearly a year later, the Postmaster General
announced the three tiered rate structure described
above. In anticipation of a considerable public de-
mand, and, no doubt, in an effort to publicize the new
contract service, the POD authorized a new 10¢ air
mail stamp appropriateto pay the basic CAM ratefor
shorter routes.

The design by C.A. Huston was based on a Geol ogi-
cal Survey relief map of the United States. A new
large format was chosen by the Department so that
post office clerks could readily distinguish them from
ordinary stamps. It was approved on January 16,
1926, and rushed into production so that the stamps
would be available for the launch of Ford Motor
Company’s February 15" service between Detroit and
Cleveland and Detroit and Chicago. The new stamps,
printed in blue, were put on sale February 13, 1926,
at Detroit, Dearborn, Chicago, Cleveland and Wash-
ington, D.C. Thetotal quantity issued of thisdenomi-
nation was 42,092,800.

Since the earliest CAM routes were al shorter than
1,000 miles, there was no immediate need for a 15¢
air mail stamp, but authorization of Pacific Air Trans-
port to begin service over a Seattle to Los Angeles
route, designated CAM 8 on September 15, 1926,
changed all that. On September 18"—three days af-
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The Map Airmails of 1926-27

ter thefirst flight on CAM 8—the Department issued
a 15¢ olive brown stamp in the same format and de-
sign as the 10¢ blue Map Air. There were a total of
15,597,307 stamps issued in this denomination.

Release of thethird Map Air stamp, a20¢ value, was
delayed until January 25, 1927. There were, after all,
no CAM routes in excess of 1,500 miles, and there-
fore, it was believed, little demand for the denomina-
tion. On December 23, 1926, the Postmaster General
issued Order No. 4961 which changed all domestic
airmail rates regardless of distance or carrier to 10¢
per half ounce effective February 1, 1927. Since pa-
trons were used to a one ounce basic rate for airmail,
and many letters exceeded the new half ounce basic
limit, the Department figured that a 20¢ denomina
tion would likely prove useful after the rate change
took effect. The design and format of the 20¢ value
was identical to the 10¢ and 15¢ denominations. It
was printed in yellow green. A tota of 17,616,350
stamps of the 20¢ denomination were issued.

Domestic Air Use

The Map Air stamps were issued at a time when air
transport of the mail was undergoing fundamental
changesin the United States. In January 1926 al air
mail was flown by the government. In the space of
just 18 months the government was completely out
of the business of flying the mail. During that time,
domestic rates and routes were in considerable tur-
moil as new routes were established around the na-
tion connecting cities and towns to the national net-
work.
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The 10¢ blue saw quite a bit of proper use
initsintended role from thetimeit wasis-
sued until the ten cent rate standardization
took effect February 1, 1927, and then, of
course, it continued to pay air postage on
letters of one half ounce until the rate was
further diminished to five cents on August
1, 1928. Examples of the stamp on phila-
telic first flight covers are plentiful, and
properly used 10¢ blueson commercia mail
are not difficult to find.

Use of the 15¢ denomination to pay the
CAM rate from Seattle to Los Angeles, or
visa versa, is expected, but probably quite
scarce. The stamp was issued three days

January 2001
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Figure 2. Thisfirst flight cover carried on the Seattle to Los Angeles
contract route from Portland was franked with a 10¢ Map airmail,
but postal regulations called for 15 cent franking on routes over

after the September 15, 1926, first flight 1,000 miles.
date and would therefore not appear on philatelicfirst
flight covers. Since the rate was phased out abit over
four months after the stamp was released, opportuni-
ties for proper use would have been somewhat lim-
ited. In addition, although regulations called for arate

of 15¢ per ounce on acontract route, or partial route,
exceeding 1,000 miles, but lessthan 1,500 miles, we
can see by thefirst flight cover showninfigure 2 that

not all mail required the fifteen cent rate.

The 20¢ value wasissued just six days beforethe air
mail rates were standardized at ten cents per half
ounce. Therewere, of course, no CAM routes which
required a20¢ denomination, but the stamp could have
been used to make up part of a combination govern-
ment/contract rate or to pay for apostal service such
as registry or specia delivery. The author has seen
no examples of such use, but they should not beruled
out.

—_— Grmemen| Rouls

Coniract Ao

Map 1 United Sates domestic air mail routes were a bewildering collection of government and

contract operationsin 1926 and 1927.



12

January 2001

La Posta

I S EALES P OSTAGE |
pmtll E b

F
: R
fled s AL

Figure 3 This cover was mailed by a sailor at Mare Island from Vallgjo, California, on July 16, 1927, to Brooklyn.
The 20¢ Map airmail paid the double weight rate, and was accompanied by a 10¢ Special Delivery stamp to pay for

that service.

Use of the 20¢ yellow green between February 1, 1927
and July 31, 1928 to pay doubleweight air mail post-
age on should be reasonably common. Figure 3illus-
trates a specia delivery cover with the 20¢ Map Air
paying double weight air postage from Vallgjo, Cali-
fornia, July 16, 1927 to Brooklyn.

Given therelatively short period of use during which
the Map Air mail stamps could be used to pay post-
age in the way that they were intended, and the rela-
tively large numbersin which the stampswereissued,
they must have been somewhat of an embarrassment
to the Post Office Department. Barbara Mueller, for
example, reportsthat some of the 10¢ denominations
were even unofficially handstamped “ Postage Due”
in an effort to clear out stocks of the stamp.!

Asit turned out, however, the Map Air mail stamps
eventually proved to be very useful for franking a
totally unanticipated type of service: airmail to over-
seas destinations. At the time they were issued in
1926-27, there were no US airmail routes to foreign
countries, although a few experimenta flights had
been madeto both Canadaand Cubaas early as 1920.
Thegrowth of international air mail service camerap-
idly beginning in the late 1920s, and, for many of
those early years, the Map Air stamps represented
the highest denomination air post stamps availableto
pay franking on overseas airmail.

Overseas Air Use

Regular foreign air service from the US to Latin
Americabeganin 1927, and by 1930, air service was
availableall theway to Buenos Aires. Serviceto Asia
followed beginning in 1935, and in 1939 the Atlantic
Clipper connected the US and Europe. In addition to
these pioneering US routes, other nations such as
Britain, France and Holland began extending air
routes to their colonies throughout Asia and Africa
in the late 1920s and early 1930s.

The net result of thisrapid evolution of international
air mail service wasthat abewildering array of over-
seas mailing options suddenly became available to
the public. Unfortunately, from the perspective of both
the public and postal clerks, calculating postal rates
charged for overseasair service became very compli-
cated. From the perspective of today’s postal histo-
rian, however, thisembryonic period of overseasair-
mail service presents a delightful arena in which to
pursue the hobby. The remainder of this article will
examine the region by region expansion of interna-
tiona air mail service from the United States, and
will illustrate postal history itemswhich used the Map
Air mail seriesto pay franking.
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Canada

Thefirst regularly scheduled air mail service between
the US and Canada was launched October 1, 1928,
with aflight onthe New York-Albany-Montreal route
designated Foreign Air Mail (FAM) route 1.2 The
postage rate on air mail sent to Canadawasfive cents
for the first ounce and ten cents for each additional
ounce or fraction thereof. This first flight coincided
with the US domestic air rate change from 10¢ per
half ounce to 5¢ per ounce. Since the basic rate was
only half the lowest denomination of the Map Air
mails, these stamps were not widely used on air mail
to Canada, although the 15¢ value would have made
convenient franking for a double air rate | etter.

Prior to the establishment of this 1928 air link, it was
possible for Canadians to take advantage of the US
trans-continental and contract air routes to expedite
mail by prepaying air service in US postage accord-
ing to an announcement dated Aug. 14, 1926.2 The
airmail surcharge fee was set at 10¢ per half ounce
plus ordinary Canadian postage to the US in Febru-
ary 1927. The cover illustrated in Figure 4 demon-
strates this dual franking rate, which was in effect
until July 31, 1928. Unfortunately, the sender chose
one of the 10¢ Lindbergh airs to pay the surcharge,
but the 10¢ Map air was undoubtedly used in similar
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situations. On August 1, 1928, the rate between the
US and Canada was reduced to five cents per ounce,
and the article was also to travel by air within the
destination country where service was available.

Latin America and the Caribbean

The most exciting arena for the expansion of over-
seas air mail service during the late 1920s was L atin
American and the Caribbean. A pioneer experimen-
tal air service began carrying mail between Key West
and Havana as early as November 1920. The route
was designated FM 1, and the contract called for ser-
vice daily except Sunday. Planes wereto carry loads
of first-class mail not exceeding 500 pounds, and
postagewasto bepaid at thenormal rate. Coverswere
to be endorsed “Via Seaplane.”* The contract was
awarded to FloridaWest Indies Airways, but theroute
was maintained for only a few months and a 1923
attempt to revive service was even less successful.
Perhapsthe idea of airmail service had not yet found
public acceptance. Perhaps the aircraft were still too
unproven and temperamental. Perhaps the company
was unprepared to operate such a service success-
fully. For whatever reason, thisinitial Caribbean air-
mail venture was not successful, but the torch had
been lit and not many years passed before it was
picked up by others.

E I S EATES PFiNUALE
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Figure4 This cover bears 2¢ Canadian postage to the USand 10¢ US postage for cross country air service to
New York. This dual franking rate came into being in February 1927 and was in effect until July 31, 1928

13
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Expansionof air mail servicesfromtheUS
to various countries and colonies through-
out Latin Americatook place very rapidly.
Injust over three years, Pan American Air-
ways established air mail links throughout -
the Caribbean, through Mexico to Central
America, along the east coast of South
America to Brazil, south from the Canal
Zoneaong thewest coast of South America
to Chile, and across the Andes to Buenos
Aires. Map 2 is a copy of the Post Office
Department’sU.S. Foreign Air Mail (FAM)
Routes as of February 8, 1931.

Since expansion of the Pan American net-
work took place so rapidly and proceeded
simultaneously along several different
paths, it becomes confusing to discuss the
evolution of the network in chronological
terms. What follows, therefore, is organized
along the basis of regional geography. For-
tunately, the various FAM designations as-
signed by the Post Office Department match
reasonably well with Latin American sub-
regions, and this should assist readers in following
the discussion.

Miami)

Pan American Airways

Before proceeding to the regional discussion how-
ever, afew wordsarein order concerning Pan Ameri-
can Airways. Theairlinewasfounded in 1927 by Juan
Terry Trippe, aformer WWI naval aviator. Trippeand
asmall group of his colleagues had operated domes-
tic Contract Air Mail route 1, the New York-Boston
route, under the name of Colonial Air Transport, but
Trippe was forced out in a corporate power struggle
in 1926. In 1927, Trippe convinced several well-
healed former Yale classmatesto back formation of a
group called the Aviation Corporation of the Ameri-
caswhich becamethe hol ding company of Pan Ameri-
can Airways. Trippe became the Pan Am president,
and secured the contract to carry mail between Key
West and Havana. From those humbl e beginnings, and
with a considerable amount of shrewd business acu-
men and hard work, Pan Am went on to secure land-
ing rights and airmail concessions throughout Cen-
tral America and the Caribbean. When the Post Of-
fice Department wasready to let acontract for exten-
sion of foreign air mail routes in the region, Pan
American was always the best positioned bidder. By
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Figure 5 Members of the Pan Amflight and ground crew are
pictured with the “ General Machado,” one of Pan Am'sfirst aircraft.
This Tri-motor Fokker F-7 and Pan Am personnel are seenin Key
West, Florida, on October 27, 1927, shortly before the airling's first
flight, a 90-mile trip to Havana, Cuba. (courtesy of University of
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the end of 1929 Pan Am operated a 12 thousand mile
route throughout the Caribbean and Central America
and the airline was only just beginning to expand.

Cuba

On October 19, 1927, a new contract to carry mail
between Key West and Havanawas | et to Pan Ameri-
can Airways, and the route was redesignated FAM 4.
All first class mail for Cuba reaching Key West was
to be carried by this air service at the ordinary post-
age rate (figure 5). The US terminal was changed to
Miami on September 15, 1928, and on December 21,
1928, the air rate was posted as a 5¢ surcharge on top
of the ordinary 2¢ rate. This was subsequently re-
duced to atotal rate just 5¢ per half ounce on March
21, 1929, but later raised to 10¢ per half ounce on
December 1, 1932. FAM 4 was subsequently inte-
grated with Pan American’s broader Caribbean ser-
vice, FAM 5.

Central America and the Caribbean

FAM 5 Miami-Cristobal, Canal Zone

Pan American Airways secured the contract to carry
mail between Miami and Cristobal, Canal Zone, des-
ignated FAM 5. Charles Lindbergh flew the inaugu-
ral southern flight on February 4, 1929. Air mail ser-
vice on the initia trip was limited to Cristobal, but
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additional service to Havana, Belize and Managua
was made available in May. The rate of air postage
between Miami and Cristobal was initially 25¢ per
half ounce.® This was reduced to 20¢ per half ounce
on January 1, 1930, and 15¢ per half ounce on De-

cember 1, 1937 (figures 6 and 7). Air mail rates to
Belize and Honduraswereinitially set at 15¢ per half
ouncein May 1929, but were reduced to 12¢ per half
ounce in December 1937 (figure 8).
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Figure 6 This double weight cover was mailed to the wife of Rear Admiral Woodward at Balboa, Canal Zone,
from Alameda, California, on February 7, 1933. Two 20¢ Map airmail pay the postage.

e,

Figure 7 This cover was posted on board the USS J.Fred Talbot in February 1941. The ship was located in

Canal Zone waters and the sender paid the air rate to Washington, DC, with a 15¢ Map airmail stamp.
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VIA AIR MAIL

Mrg, Adeline D, Schauer

Tegueigalpa
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Figure 8 This cover was posted in March 1938, about three months after the air mail rate to Honduras had been
reduced to 12¢ and was thus overpaid by three cents. Overpayment of rates on air mail addressed to foreign
destinations was not uncommon at a time when rate structures were quite complex and subject to frequent changes.

FAM 5 was extended to Curacao and Colombia in
late June 1929, El Salvador and Costa Rica in Janu-
ary 1930, Venezuela in May 1930, and Jamaica in
December 1930. In February 1931 Pan Am began fly-
ing into Port of Spain, Trinidad, thereby forming a
junction of FAM routes 5 and 6. Thiswas referred to
as completing the Lindbergh Circle, and it permitted
dispatch of mail in either direction along the airline's
Caribbean routes to best expedite service.

FAM 6 Miami-San Juan, Puerto Rico

Pan American Airways launched service on FAM 6
from Miami to San Juan on January 2, 1929. Air mail
service wasinaugurated to Santo Domingo, Domini-
can Republic, and Port-au-Prince, Haiti, on the same
flight, and the route also carried mail to Havana. In
September 1929 FAM 6 was extended to Paramaribo,
Dutch Guiana, by way of the US Virgin Islands, St.
Kitts, Antigua, St. Lucia, Trinidad and British Guiana.

Another major expansion of thisroute was undertaken
in November 1930 when flights were begun to Brazil
by way of French Guiana, but those developments
are considered in the discussion of FAM 10 below.

Theclosing of the Lindbergh Circlein February 1931
effectively integrated service dong FAM 6 with that
afforded by FAM 5.

Airmail ratesfrom Miami published in Postal Bulle-
tin 14875, December 21, 1928 prior to the inaugural
flight were listed as a 10¢ surcharge plus the normal
2¢ |etter rate to Puerto Rico, the Dominican Repub-
lic and Haiti. This rate was reduced to just 10¢ total
postage by an announcement in the Postal Bulletin
dated March 21, 1929 (figure 9).

FAM 7 Miami-Nassau, Bahamas

Compared to the complex trans-Caribbean networks
developed under FAM contracts 5 and 6, the Miami-
Nassau route, designated FAM 7, was simplicity it-
self. On January 2, 1929, Pan Am launched daily ser-
vice between the two pointsand carried mail at asur-
charge of 5¢ per half ounce in addition to the normal
letter rate of 2¢. Thisratewasreduced to just 5¢ total
on March 21, 1929, increased to 8¢ per ounce July 6,
1932, and increased again to 10¢ per half ounce on
December 1, 1932.°

17



18

January 2001

La Posta

Alvr day s WEar
FAJARDD CONMFECTIONERY CO.
. 0. EIX 418
FAJERDD, PUEATO Rel0

THE IDEAT, WRAFPTNG MACHINE CO.,

MITDLETOWE, XK. Y.

A S TR
4 i S

Figure 9 The air mail rate between Puerto Rico and the US mainland was reduced to

10¢ on March 21, 1929.

FAM 8 Brownsville-Mexico City

Operating through its M exican subsidiary, Compania
Mexicanade Aviacion, Pan Am inaugurated air mail
service from Mexico City to Brownsville, Texas, on
March 9, 1929. With Cal. Charles Lindbergh once
again at the controls, theinitia flight travel ed by way
of Tampico, and returned to Mexico City the follow-
ing day. Servicefrom Mexico City was extended south
to Guatemalain September 1929 (figure 10), El Sal-
vador and Honduras in January 1930, and on June 1,
1930, the route linked up with FAM 5 in Cristobal .

Anair mail service surcharge of 12%4¢ per half ounce
was announced by the US POD effective April 11,
1928, for onward transit of mail by air within Mexico.
On September 10, 1928, the surcharge was replaced

|
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Figure 10 This cover was mailed from New Orleans to Guatemala in 1939 at

by a20¢ per ounce al inclusive rate which covered
air to Mexico and within Mexico as far as practical.
Thiswasreduced to 5¢ per ounce on January 21, 1929,
but subsequently increased to 6¢ on May 1, 1932,
and 8¢ on July 6, 1932. A further rateincrease to 10¢
per half ounce occurred December 1, 1932, before
the rate wasfinally reduced to 8¢ per half ounce June
11, 19457

US air mail rates to the various nations of Central
Americaand the Caribbean were highly volatile dur-
ing this period of rapid route expansion. One can
imagine the confusion over ratesin the minds of both
postal patron and employeealike. Itishardly surpris-
ing therefore, that we find incorrectly rated air mail
covers fairly commonly when examining the postal
artifactsof theera. Table 1 presentsasimplified sum-
mary of US air mail ratesin effect
to nations of Central Americaand
the Caribbean from the beginning
of air service through World War
[1. The rates have been distilled
from Wawrukiewicz and Beecher’s
more detailed compendium, U.S.
. International Postal Rates, 1872-
1996, in an effort to focusthelisted
rates on those which are likely to
be encountered by collectors. In
particular, the early short-lived sur-
chargerates have been omitted, and
. interested collectors should consult
Wawrukiewicz and Beecher.®

the 12¢ per half ounce rate which was in effect from 1937 to 1945.



Air Service

Initial Rate

Destination Country Begn (¢ per 2 02) 1930 1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 1939 1940 1914 1942 1943 1944 1945
Bahamas 1929 5 = = 8 10 = = = = = = > = = S = = =
British Hounduras (Belize) 1929 15 = = = = = = = 12 20 = = =2 = = = 10
British Guiana (Guyana) 1929 40 30 = = =3 =] = = = ] = = = = =] = 15
Canal Zone (Panama) 1929 25 20 = = =3 = =] ] = 15 = = = = ] = 10
Colombia 1929 40 30 35 = = = = = = = =3 =3 = = = = 25
Costa Rica 1930 20 = = = = = = = 15 = = = = = = = 10
Cuba 1927 5 = = 8 10 = = = = = = = = = = = = 8
(CDULrJ?cQP??Nest Indies) 1929 40 30 = = B3 ® = = 25 BN BN o o » o o 10
Dominican Republic 1928 10 = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =
Dutch Guiana (Surinam) 1929 40 30 = = = = = = = = = = = = = =2 15
El Salvador 1930 15 = = = = = = = 12 = = = = = = = 10
Guadeloupe 1929 25 20 = = = = = = 15 = = = = = = = 10
Guatemala 1929 15 = = = = = = = 12 = = = = = = = 10
Haiti 1929 10 = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 3
Honduras 1930 15 = =3 > = = = = 12 = = = = = = = 10
Jamaica 1930 10 = = = = = = = = = = = = = = ] =
M artinique 1929 25 20 = = = = = = 15 = = = = = = = 10
M exico 1929 5 = = 6108 = = = = = = = = = = = = 8
Nicaragua 1929 25 15 = = = = ] = 12 = = = = = =] = 10
Puerto Rico 1929 10 = = = = = = = = =3 = = = = = = 8
Sant Lucia 1929 25 20 = = = = = = 15 = = = = = = = 10
Trinidad & Tobago 1929 25 20 = = = = = = 15 = = = = = = = 10
Venezuela 1930 40 30 = = = = =3 = 25 = = = = = =3 =3 15
Virgin Islands (US) 1929 10 = = = = = = = = = = = =] = = = 8
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South America
Partial Air Mail Serviceto South America

Postal patrons seekingto minimizetheimmensedis-
tances separating the US from South Americarecog-
nized the value of air mail years before full air ser-
vice became areality. As early as the mid-1920s no-
tices began to appear in the Postal Guide and its
Supplements concerning the availability of partial air
serviceon mail from the USto some South American
countries. Themost common method of using air mail
to expedite correspondence to South Americawasto
take advantage of the US air routes to a convenient
port for onward transmission by ship. Figure 11 il-
lustratesa November 1927 cover from Seattleto Bra-
zil which was sent by air to New York and thence by
ship to Rio de Janeiro. The franking was applied in a
logical manner figuring 10¢ to pay the unified do-
mestic air rate and 2¢ to pay the special treaty sur-
face rate to Brazil. Unfortunately, logic and postal
rates do not always match and the rate was overpaid
inthis case. The correct ratein effect at the time was
10 cents per half ounce total postage for countries
with which the US had specia treaty surface rates.
See Wawrukiewicz and Beecher pages 101-109 for
an excellent summary of these confusing early rates.

La Posta

Pan American’s extension of the FAM route network
across the Caribbean and Central America resulted
in some major time savings for US patrons corre-
sponding with South America. The January 1929
Supplement to the Postal Guide announced that the
air mail rate was to be “on mails to the Canal Zone
(and for points beyond to be dispatched by steamer
from Cristobal), 25 centsfor each half ounce or frac-
tion in addition to regular postage.”

Extending Foreign Air Mail routes from the United
States into South American countries proved a good
deal more complicated for Pan American Airways
than had the conquest of Central America and the
Caribbean. On both the east and west coasts of the
southern continent, Pan Am was opposed by poten-
tial US competitors and the west coast route was im-
peded by a significant local airline, SCADTA. The
gameto establish South American links extending Pan
Am’s Caribbean and Central American network pos-
sessed al the dramatic elements of an epic Holly-
wood movie including feats of aviation daring, inter-
national diplomatic skullduggery and even the stock
market crash.

=
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Figure 11 Posted in Seattle in November 1927, this cover traveled by air to New
York where it was transferred to a steamer for surface post to Rio de Janeiro and
its eventual destination on the German ship Emden.
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The West Coast Route

Cristobal, Cana Zone, was the logical point of de-
parture for an air mail route extending south along
the west coast of South America, but, before such a
route could belaunched, certain accommodations had
to be made. The first accommodation concerned a
potential rival US-based airline. W.R. Grace & Com-
pany was heavily involved in shipping, banking and
mercantileinterestsin Ecuador, Peru and Chile. When
Pan American became aware that Grace & Company
wasthinking of starting their own airlineto carry mail
along South America's west coast, Juan Trippe, Pan
Am’s flamboyant president, negotiated a deal with
Grace creating Panagra, anew airline owned in equal
shares by Pan Am and Grace.

SCADTA

The second accommodation was somewhat more dif-
ficult to negotiate. In 1919 a WWI Austrian airman
named Dr. Peter von Bauer had organized acompany
in Colombia called Sociedad Colombo-Aleman de
Transportes Aereos (SCADTA). The company, one
of theworld’sfirst airlines, proved very successful in
linking Bogota, the capital in the Andes, with
Barranquilla, Colombia's

January 2001

Supplement to the Postal Guide , under the heading
“Air Mail Service Between Barranquillaand Interior
Points of Colombia” read:

Owing to inquiries made asto how sendersin the United
States could avail themselves of the air mail service from
Barranquilla to interior points of Colombia, it has been
learned that air mail stampsfor the servicein question can
be obtained from Gonzalo Mejia, 82 Broad Street, New
York City. The article to which these stamps are attached
must be enclosed under cover of another envelope ad-
dressed to the Oficinadel Correo Aereo, Barranquilla(Co-
lombia, S.A.), Apartado 203, and such outside cover must
bear United States postage sufficient in amount to pay for
the transmission of such envelope with its enclosure from
this country to Barranquilla, Colombia. Upon receipt at
Barranquilla, the enclosure will be forwarded by first op-
portunity by air mail service from Barranquillato the ulti-
mate addressee, as indicated on the inside envelope.

It is understood that the air mail stamps to be attached
totheinterior envel ope cover the postage chargesfor trans-
mission in the Colombian service, including delivery to
the addressee.

The foregoing information is furnished for the benefit
of sendersin this country who desire to take advantage of
the air mail service out of Barranquilla, there being no
arrangement between this postal administration and that
of Colombia for the transmission with respect to the ser-
vice in question.

main port. The 670 mile
journey overland between
thetwo cities required afull
week under good condi-
tions, and this could stretch
toasmuch asamonthinthe o
wet season. Flights took 4
only seven hours. They car-
ried passengers, cargo and * 5

So successful was SCADTA
inits Colombian operations, Wi
von Bauer twice made vis-
its to Washington in 1925
and 1926 to try to convince
the US government to grant
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hisairlinemail contractsand
landing rights in the US so
that hisairlinemight provide
an air link between the two
countries.

An announcement dated
December 27, 1923, appear-
ing in the January 1924
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Figure 12 This cover was mailed from Saginaw, Michigan,on May 9, 1932, but

through air service did not begin until May 20, 1932, so it was forwarded from
Arequipa, Peru, asindicated by the backstamp shown in the inset.
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SCADTA's arrangement with the Colombian post
office gave the company considerable more freedom
of operation than air mail contracts negotiated in the
United States. SCADTA operated their own post of -
fices, established its own rates for air mail service,
and kept al the revenues from the mail. The com-
pany issued itsfirst stampsfor domestic air mail ser-
vice in February 1920 and its first international air
mail stamps June 1, 1929. The Colombian govern-
ment terminated SCADTA’'smonopoly of the national
air mail service at the end of 1931.

The June 1925 Supplement to the Postal Guide car-
ried a revision of the instructions for patrons in the
US wishing to take advantage of the Colombian air
service. Itisreproduced below. An announcement in
the September 1928 Supplement carried details of an
extension of service from Barranquillato Guayaquil
Ecuador. Interestingly, the airline—SCADTA—was
not mentioned by name in any of these POD an-
nouncements, and the contact for Colombia air mail
stampsin New York and San Francisco was listed as
the American Trading Company.

La Posta

In 1928 SCADTA was still avery successful Colom-
bia airline, and, more importantly for the expansion
plans of Pan Am, an airline in complete control of
Colombian airspace. The same airspace which repre-
sented aformidable gap in the proposed path south to
Ecuador, Peru and Chile. Juan Trippe negotiated di-
rectly with Peter von Bauer. Dr. von Bauer, now a
nationalized Colombian citizen, recognized that his
dream of linking North and South Americahad been
blocked by the rapid growth of Pan American, and he
arranged to sell Pan Am an eighty per cent share in
SCADTA on the condition that no one was to know
of the Pan Am purchase outside of the directors of
Pan Am and the US State Department. SCADTA op-
erationsremained under the control of von Bauer, and,
with a little government help in the form of the
Kellogg-Olaya Pact to mallify the Col ombian authori-
ties, the way was cleared for a west coast air mail
route south to Chile in the spring of 1929.°

OnMay 17, 1929, Pan American-Grace Airways, Inc.
(Panagra) inaugurated service on FAM 9 from
Cristobal to Mollendo, Peru. The route included in-
termediate stops at Buenaventura and Tumaco, Co-
lombia; Esmeraldas and Guayaquil, Ecuador; and

AIR MAIL SERVICE BETWEEN BARRAN-
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tevaded for forwarding vin the Culomn-
liian air oail hurril'ughl_*lw&l:l Barran=
guilla mol inderior points’ of Colomlda
slhoubl have sifixed thereto, in the upper
righi-bael cormer of the envelope, the
ecessury [Tnited Stotes pustige stamys
il e special Colombisn wir nnil
plwanegras mied the wpguer leli-haond cor-
ver shambl Teenr Ahe words “Yin Coloin-
Dian Abe Mlail' (Corren Acrea), clhe Iﬂ!."

wiilbenin green ink. Green® “stickers,”
whlaich will bar furnishied to the por-
cliazers of Colommbian air msil slwmgs,
should also be attwched o the cn-
valopee,

Postinnsters at the oflices of origin
shiomhl cancel the Colombinng air il
elwimpes, a8 well os the United Stoted
peand e s Lannpes,

Thuz potiee pointed on poge B8 ol Lhe
Postal Guide for Janoory, 192, b
sl ified necordingly.

The  donble-envebpe  svslenn -
giribioad in Uhe alove-mentivmed netice
ghoubl continne to be usel in ense of
paveel-puost packages for transmissicn
by the Colotbian wie mail serviee,

JUNE SUPPLEMENT, 1005

‘Btrecot, MNew York.,

I th s of registened lelbirs for
Lransabsslon by the sie mawil service n
gpuestivn, it is meoessary o gllix the
ppecial  Colomldan air mail  registry
st in wddition L the United Staties
reglstrmtion foee,

Coalmuliian pir gl staops, aml fn-
formation relntive dlwercto, oy bhe uls
Laiped Froon the Tollowing agents:

Arpedean Trading Co, (Ined, 25
Dhrusanil Steeel, Moew Yok,

Cabwern Brog, & o,
Btreet, Mew Yorlk,

Clharles 15 408 Cantior,

2420 Hlane

Mincty-Toarth

Blrect amil Coleiebus Avenoe, New
Yaork

h:,.u|_|| Auperivcan Speeciallies Co,, #353
Wesl (e “l.lrlllll I amed  sis bewasll

Illinedis Merchants Trust Co., Chicago,

1. B, Cushing, Consulade do 1Blivia,
Boston, Muss.

5.|||t~r||, LIk ||:L|ti.l|:\.;' Ca . uadd
Strect, Ban Proncisea, Cualif.
~ Hibsernin Bunk & Trost Co., New
{Jrlr-.ms, La.

i, B Rodas, Colombian consul, Los
Anpgebes, Culil

l'm,Lumal.u_rg. will plicnse cawese dos
podice of the Toregeing To b falen al
Leir alfivaes,

It

Reproduced from the June 1925 Supplement to the Postal Guide.
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Tdara, Trujillo and Lima, Peru. In 1929 FAM 9 was
extended onward to Santiago, Chile on July 16th;
across the Andes to Buenos Aires on October 8th;
and to Montevideo, Uruguay, in November. A spur
extension linked therouteto La Paz, Bolivia, in May
1932 (figure 12 & cover illustration).

Arrangements between Pan Am and SCADTA tem-
porarily allowed the Colombian airline to continue
its monopoly over air mail service to the Bogota and
the interior. US mail for the Colombian capital was
required to carry the proper US postage for air ser-
vice to Barranquilla as well as Colombian air post-
agefor onward transit to the Bogota. Figure 13 illus-
trates a large triple rate cover from New York to
Bogota dated May 1930. US and Colombian postal
authorities renegotiated the arrangement requiring
additional Colombian postage, and effective June 15,
1931, air mail from the USto Colombiawas provided
full air servicewith prepayment of 35¢ per half ounce

(figure 14). The announcement, which initially ap-
peared in Postal Bulletin 15642 dated June 11, 1931,
stated that:

On account of the brief notice given, air mail corre-
spondence for Colombia bearing the postage heretofore
required of 30 cents per half ouncefor service by the United
States routes to Colombia only will be given the through
service (including the service by the Colombiaroutes) for
ashort time.

The East Coast Route

Pan American’s plan to extend its air route network
along the east coast of South America from
Paramaribo, Dutch Guiana, the southernmost point
on FAM 6, was impeded by the arrival of another
American competitor on the scene. The New York,
Rio and Buenos Aires Airways (NYRBA) was
founded by Ralph O’ Neill with the backing of James
Rand of Remington Rand. It was O'Neill’s idea to
bypass the need for building airports by using sea-
planes to carry mail and passengers over the entire

Figure 13 A triple rate cover posted from New York to Bogota in May 1930. A combination of Map air mails and the
10¢ Lindbergh air pay the three times 30 cent rate to Barranquilla and three of the 5 centavo SCADTA air mails pay
the in country rate from Barranquilla to Bogota.
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Figure 14. The 35 cent per half ounce rate to and within Colombia became effective in 1931. This 1938 cover from
New York employs a 15¢ and 20¢ Map air mail to pay the rate. The Cali backstamp arrival marking appearsin the

inset.

length of the route. O’ Neill won concessions from
the governments of Argentina, Uruguay and Brazil
to carry mail from those countriesto the United States,
but had not yet secured a US mail contract. In Janu-
ary 1929the NY RBA announced that they would soon
begin weekly servicefrom New York to Buenos Aires
with stopsat thirty harborsaong theway. Things must
have looked very rosy for the new airline when, on
October 2, 1929, thewife of President Herbert Hoover
christened their new Commadoreflying boat, Buenos
Aires, in a Washington ceremony.

Pan Am reacted very quickly to the NYRBA threat.
The first step was to lock up the US mail contract
from Puerto Rico to Trinidad (FAM 6) inaugurated
on January 9, 1929. Next, despite the lack of a mail
contract in hand, Pan Am decided to extend its ser-
vice past Trinidad to Dutch Guiana. The first
Paramaribo flight was made by Col. Lindbergh and
his new wife. The Lindbergh’s were accompanied by
Juan Trippe and his wife.

Undaunted, and still desperate to acquire aUS Gov-
ernment mail contract, NYRBA pushed ahead with
itsprogram by launching air mail servicefrom Buenos
Aires to Montevideo on August 26, 1929, and to

Santiago de Chile on October 19, 1929. Service be-
tween Buenos Aires and Rio de Janeiro followed on
January 15, 1930. Thefirst through flight by NY RBA
began at Santiago on February 19, 1930, and reached
Miami on the 26". From that date until June 1930,
NY RBA operated in direct competition with Pan Am
in providing air mail serviceto selected islands of the
West Indies.

The demise of NYRBA had little to do with perfor-
mance of the airline, and much to do with financial
and political events. The stock-market crash of 1929
largely derailed the well heeled backers of NYRBA,
and caught the fledgling airline with expensive or-
derson new aircraft outstanding. |n Washington, Post-
master General Walter Brown had resolutely refused
toissueaUSair mail contract to NYRBA, and, when
it became clear that this situation was not about to
change, Rand and the other money men decided to
sdll the company. On August 19, 1930, Pan Am bought
NYRBA at about fifty cents on the dollar. In so do-
ing, Pan Am acquired 31 brand new Commodores
and Sikorskys, amost doubling the size of its fleet.
The US air mail contract for service along the east
coast of South Americawas advertised the following
day. Pan Am was the only bidder.%°
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The first flight on the route extending service south  toPara, Brazil. Service was pushed through to Santos
from Paramaribo (designated FAM 10) hadtobede-  two weeks later, and this effectively connected Rio
layed from October 21% to November 10, 1930, be-  de Janeiro to the network (figures 15 and 16). FAM
cause of a revolution in Brazil. The flight stopped 10 was finally extended to Montevideo and Buenos
first at Cayenne, French Guiana, before proceeding  Aires by flights beginning October 26, 1931.
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Figure 15. A 50¢ rate cover to Brazl from 1932.
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Figure 16. A 40¢ rate cover to Brazl from 1938.
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USair mail ratesto South American countries served
by FAM 9 are displayed below in Table 2.

Endnotes:

Mueller, Barbara R., United States Postage Stamps,
Princeton, NJ: D. Van Nostrand Co., Inc., 1958, p. 212.

2An earlier route, designated FAM 2, was inaugurated in
1920, but its purpose was to carry mail from Seattle to
Victoriain order to expedite serviceto the Far East on board
shipsoperating out of the Canadian port. Thisshort air ser-
vice was provided at no additional increase in postage. It
was discontinued on June 30, 1937. Jim A. Brown pub-
lished an excellent article detailing service on this route
entitled “First FAM Marks80th Anniversary” in the Ameri-
can Philatelist, Vol. 114, No. 10 (October 2000), p.920925.

SWawrukiewicz, Anthony S. And Beecher, Henry W., U.S.
International Postal Rates, 1872-1996. Portland: Cama
Pub. Co. , 1996. p. 326.

4lbid., 129.
5In fact the initial postage rate was published on Dec. 21,
1928, asa 25¢ surchargein addition to the normal 2¢ post-

age rate, but thiswasreduced on March 22, 1929 to atotal
rate of 25¢.

SWawrukiewicz and Beecher, p. 117.
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8|n addition, an excellent discussion of the early surcharges
appearsin Kent J. Kobersteen's, “ Beacon Airmail Ratesto
Foreign Destination,” in Short, Simine (Ed.) ia Airmail,
Chicago: The American Air Mail Society, 1992, pp. 27-
60.

%See Solberg, Carl Conquest of the Skies, Boston: Little,
Brown & Co., 1979 for additional details of this fascinat-
ing story.

1bid., 90.
Next: Trans-Pacific Service
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"Ibid., 342-3.
Table2 USAir Mail Ratesto South America, 1930-1946 (Simplified)

Destination Ai'f Initial Rete
Country Service | (¢per% | 1930 | 1931 | 1932 | 1933 | 1934 | 1935 | 1936 | 1937 | 1938 | 1939 | 1940 | 1914 | 1942 | 1943 | 1944 | 1945

Begun 0z)
Argentina 1929 75 55 = =4 = = = = 40 = = = = = = = 20
Bolivia 1932 55 55 = 3 = = 35 = = = = = = 3 20
Brazil 1930 50 = = = = = = = 40 = 3 = = = = 3 20
British Guiana 1929 40 30 = = = = = = = = = = ] = = ] 15
Chile 1929 70 50 = = = 3 = = 40 = 3 = = = = 3 20
Colombia 1929 4 || o]l =]=]= ig
Dutch Guiana 1929 40 30 = =] = = = = =] = = = ] = = ] 15
Ecuador 1929 40 30 = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 15
French Guiana 1929 40 30 = = = =2 = = = = =2 = = = = = 15
Peru 1929 55 40 = = = = = = 30 = = =3 = =3 = = 15
Venezuela 1930 40 30 = = = = = = 25 = = = = = = = 15
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FPRINTED MATTERE.,

PUBLIBHED BY ORDER OF THE RECHETARY OF WAR
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Brig. & Bot. Maj. Fen'l,
Chigf Signal Officer, U. 8. 4.
WASHINGTON, O €

Figure 1. A label fromthe War Department in the 1880s
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How Much of a Penalty Is It Anyway?

By Richard Martorélli

n the course of our daily lives, we regularly re-
I ceive mail from some section of the US Govern-
ment. The year 2000 was an official census year,
as required by the US Constitution, and we al re-
ceived several mailings from the Bureau of the Cen-
sus (Department of Commerce). Each January, our
friends at the Internal Revenue Service (Department
of the Treasury) send ustax forms, and if we' relucky;,
arefund in June. It may be the Social Security Ad-
ministration (Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices) the next day, followed by the Passport Agency
(Department of State) or some other agency or de-
partment. Following is a short history of the estab-
lishment of use of penalty envelopes, information on
therelative value of the penalty and a brief review of
the mgjor types of postage paid envel opes used.

Historically, the envel opes used for government mail-
ings were plain, noting only the bare facts of govern-
ment business. Congress originally authorized offi-
cial stamps and envelopesin 1873, after the abolish-
ment of the free franking signature privilege for gov-
ernment departments. Penalty envelopes replaced
these stamps in 1879, and have been the primary
method in use over the last 120 years. Since 1983,
after alapse of 100 years, the Postal Servicehasagain
issued “Official” stamps and envelopes for use by
federal government departments. The promotion of
the use of stamps and stamped envelopes was an ef-
fort to introduce increased accountability over post-
age expense. In this way, the originating agencies
would bear their appropriate share of postage costs,

instead of passing it aong to the Postal Service. In
this sametime period, continuing to the present, more
departments are using meter imprints, asit also gives
them a way to accurately identify postage expense.
While stamps or metersare usually used for ordinary
first-class mail matter, permit imprints are also used
for large mailings, such as presorted first -class or
bulk-rate third class. In looking at al of these for-
mats, one thing is consistent. The phrases “Official
Business’ and “Penalty for Private Use $300" are
included on all envelopes, wrappers, etc, either inthe
corner card or the postage indicia. Why is it there,
and why isit $300?

Up through the early 1870s, certain federal govern-
ment officials, such as cabinet-level department heads
and their designates, had been granted a free frank-
ing privilege for mail. This was used in two ways.
For incoming mail, it was necessary that the name
and title of the recipient holding the free-frank privi-
lege be in the address of the unpaid letter for it to be
accepted by the government office. For outgoing mail,
the envel ope required the signature of the government
officia in place of postage. During theterms of Presi-
dent Ulysses S. Grant (1868-1877), political corrup-
tion was widespread, and was exposed at levels hith-
erto unknown, with scandals including the Credit
Mobilier/Union Pecific Railroad fraud and bribery,
and the Whiskey Ring excise tax-cheating scheme.
Prevalent too, was the misuse of the signature frank-
ing privilege, occurring on such agrand scalethat the
Post Office Department estimated that such abusewas
the cause for 90% of the postal deficit for that period.
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In early 1873, in response to this misuse, Congress
abolished the signature free-franking privilege, effec-
tive July 1873. At about the same time, they autho-
rized theissuance and use of official stampsfor gov-
ernment department, as well as official stamped en-
velopes for the War and Post Office Departments.

Theincreasing use of the mailsfor government busi-
ness required greater logistical support that was pro-
vided by the official mail stamps and envelopes. To
provide this support, as well as being mindful of the
abuses of the signature free-frank process, an Act of
Congresswas passed on March 3, 1877. It established
three requirements for correspondence to be carried
“free of charge” through the US Mail. These require-
ments were 1) that the name of the originating office
of the government be listed; 2) that the phrase “ Offi-
cial Business’ be present on the material; and 3) that
the penalty of theimposition of afine of $300 for any
unlawful use be noted on the item. In general, this
new “penalty privilege” paid for the basic 1st-class
domestic postage for government correspondence
from departments of the Executive and Judicial
branches of the federal government. It did not apply
tothe Legidativebranch, which still today usesaform
of signature franking. Fees for special services, such
asspecial delivery or registration and, after 1918, air-
mail, generally had to be paid for through the use of
postage stamps (or, starting in 1939, meter stamps).
As pointed out by Henry Berthelot in “Evolution of
the U.S.Post Offices's Use of Form 3547" (La Posta,
May 2000), the enabling legidation did not say where
the pieces of now-required information were to be
placed on the mail; it also did not give the Post Of-
fice Department authority to establish standards for
the meeting of therequirements. Provision

was made for the new “penalty” envelopes |
to replace the departmental official mail

stampsin May 1879. Further, both the offi-

cial stamps and stamped envelopes were

declared obsolete and invalid for postage

as of July 1884. According to Warren

Howard in “ The Classic Penalty Franks’

(The Chronicle of U.S. Classic Postal Is-

sues, May 1998), by the 1880’s, it wasgen- ||
erally accepted that whatever was used to

enable a letter (wrapper, package, etc.) to

be accepted in the mail system was placed

in the upper right hand corner of the item.
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“Officia Business’ and “Penalty $300" phrases, as
well as the originating department name.

The United States of 1877 was a country that was
growing and expanding. The country had recently
expanded to 38 states with the addition of Colorado
in 1876. There were nine organized territories that
would devel op into ten states. The Bureau of the Cen-
sus set the center of population of the country (based
onthe 1870 census) 48 miles northeast of Cincinnati,
Ohio and the overall population was approximately
55 million. Rutherford Hayes had been elected Presi-
dent over Samuel Tildenin 1876, in one of only three
US presidential electionsin which the loser received
more popular votes than the winner, and which was
the only presidential el ection decided, by amargin of
1 electoral vote, by aCongressionally-appointed elec-
toral commission. The nation had just finished cel-
ebrating its 100th anniversary with the Centennial
Exposition in Philadelphia, and was till marveling
at wonders such as the telephone and typewriter,
which had been on display there.

Detailed and accurate records are not generally avail-
able, but using data from the Historical Statistics se-
ries published by the Bureau of the Census, estimates
of life at that time can be made for different areas.
For example, in this period of time, apound of bacon
cost about $0.10 and a 40-1b bag of potatoes cost
$0.14. The US Government employed about 80,000
civilians, about 0.20% of the population. The aver-
age annua earnings of a Federal Government em-
ployee was around $900, while the average earnings
of all workersin the country was about $375 a year.
In the context of the abuses noted above, it's easy to

seetheintent of Congress. By setting the penalty for

3 i o9
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So to, then, this became the location of the =
Figure 2
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to request unpaid postage for a 4th class

.’i‘i; RWe: DeParTMENT renaLry ro enars usnee o | package. Here the penalty phrase has been
Lo WSRO e No. A —=% ——— | movedtotheleft margin, and reads* A pen-
.....F!‘.'.ﬂ.’.'!!i'.'h'.'.!!.'..?h'zlé.fzxiqﬁ@"““ ——STATION © ——| alty of $300isfixed by law for using this
T T / E card on/ other than Official Business’.
- : In the 1900-1915 period, the department
b v /T name and “ Official Business’ phrase were
o . /L“Wu (&2 fl. gradually shifted to the upper left corner.
k- / 77& The“Penalty” phrase became standardized
E 5 ,.-"Z //7 a > ;'é«f(tf._f j over time, according to Howard, based on
i . the Post Office Department’s modification
{ (” \ ;_\;_,,4,;4/ Ty and use of a double line statement “Pen-

Figure 3

unauthorized use of the free “official business’ mail
franchise at $300, Congress created a significant po-
tential punishment. The fine of $300 was about 4
months worth of, or 1/3rd of the annual, wages of a
government employee, who would be the person with
the most opportunity to misuse the system. For all
other workers, the fine of $300 was equal to almost
10 months worth of afull year’swages. Talk about a
deterrent!

Figure 1 shows a label from the War Department in
the 1880s. The department name and “ Official Busi-
ness’ arein the upper right hand corner. The penalty
phraseislocated there also, and it reads“ Any person
using this wrapper for private/purposes will be
deemed guilty of amisde-/meanor and be subjectto a
fine of $300.” A Post Office Department post card,
(form) N0.1540, shown in Figure 2, wasused in 1902

alty for Private Use to Avoid/ Payment of
Postage $300”, starting in 1906. A War De-
partment postcard draft notice isillustrated
in Figure 3, showing the migration of the originating
department name and “ Official Business’ to the up-
per left corner. The upper right corner contains an
abbreviated penalty phrase, “ Penalty For Private Use
$300" and is postmarked November 16, 1918. An
envel ope mailed from the Submarine V-1 (later USS
Barracuda), and postmarked on the USS Argonne
(AS10) in the late 1920’s, is shown in Figure 4. It
exhibits the two-line penalty statement, copying the
Post Office Department as noted by Howard.

From the 1920's through the 1950’s, there was very
little change in format. Figure 5 illustrates three en-
velopes from this period. They include an Address
Correction Service card from 1939, a Dead Letter
Branch return envel ope from 1949, and a Department
of Agricultureenvelopefrom 1954. All carry the now

=
| NAVY DEPARTMENT

i U.88 =1
| Onre of Postmaster, San Franciseo, Calif.
Df il Rrsinses:

Buresu of Navigation
Navy Department
Wgshington, D.C.

Figure4
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AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH ADMINISTRATION
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Figure 5

standard double- line penalty phrasein the upper right
corner. Note that the Dead Letter Branch return en-
velope has a star marking on the mid-right side. This
isbelieved to indicate that the Money Division of the
Dead Letter Office handled the returned mail, and

divergenceis noted between the USPS and most other
government agencies. The USPS continued using with
the entire phrase, and kept it in the upper right cor-
ner, in a smaller typeface and on three lines. Other
agencies adopted the shorter wording “Penalty For

themail contained cash or other negotiable
paper. Look, too, at the appropriate slogan
cancel on the Agriculture envelope.

i

In the 1960s, penalty mail envelopes be-
gan to be printed with the USPOD “flying
eagle” symbol in the upper right corner.
Figure 6 isaDead L etter Office envelope
with the POD eagle, postmarked in 1972.
After the establishment of the “quasi-in-
dependent” Postal Service in place of the
cabinet-level Post Office Department, there
were till stocks of old stationary in vari-
ous government departments that were
used up before being replaced with a new
design. With the creation of the Postal Ser-
vicein 1971, the “eagle” indicia received

umTEJtc: STATES POST OFFICE
DEAD LETTER BRANCH
BaM FRANCESOD, CALIFORMNIA BT

QFFICIAL BLSE

A oadee
FY st SnguaTions Cpisrat

g " . e
_a.-.fi'azf:éw-mﬂc-:f. ) ,.?'/‘Jf. P
THIS CHARGE IS5 REQUIRED FOR

RETURHN OF MAIL FROM A DEAD
LETTER DRANCH

. {ALTY FOR FRIVATE USE T3 AWaID
FAVMEHT CF FORTAGE, [ 2]

FAAE

POSTAGE DUE 10 CENTS
- reactin - ( 222 ﬁm

NI

=

a makeover, becoming smaller and more Figure6

streamlined. The penalty phrase, too, re-
ceived a makeover. In this time period, a
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for later payment. The
“penalty privilege” mail
only provided for 1st class
postage. As part of the ac-
counting and reimburse-
ment process, the Postal
Service conducted stati sti-
cal sampling tests to esti-
mate and verify mail use
and postage expense by
the government depart-
— ments. By themid-1970's,
more accurate ways of
valuing and controlling
postage expense were de-
sired. Regular use of meter
stamps and permit im-

Figure 7

Private Use $300", and appear to have standardized
placement in the upper left corner, with the other two
required pieces of information. These differencesare
illustrated in Figure 7, showing an USPS Address
Correction Service card from a 1975 printing, and a
1984 usage from the Health Care Financing Agency,
Department of Health and Human Services. Notice
also thewording “Postage and Fees Paid” on thelat-
ter item. This endorsement was first used in 1956,
and was extended to multiple departments and agen-
cies over the next several years.

Under the “ Postage and Fees Paid” system, the using
department keeps a record of quantity and services
used, and reimburses the Post Office for the postage
after the mailing was done. This was accomplished
with a quarterly payment and an (at least) annual re-
port. Previously, under the “penalty mail” provision,
the fees duefor use of special services, such asregis-
tration or airmail, had to be paid in advance. This
usually required the originating office to have a sup-
ply of accountable postage stamps on hand. With the
“Postage and Fees Paid” endorsement, however, the
sender does not have to prepay special service fees.
As noted above, various agency envelopes have both
the “ Penalty for Private Use $300” and the “Postage
and Fees Paid” phrases. In these cases, the envelopes
were not considered “penalty privilege” mail under
the 1877 legidlation, as the “Postage and Fees Paid”
endorsement took precedence, and allowed for all
types of postage and services to be “ put on account”

printswere allowed, start-
ingin1976. By June 1978,
they were authorized for
use on all classes of mail
matter without prepayment.

Let us now move to the present. The United States
has 50 states, the latest (Hawaii) being added in 1959.
Therearetwo organized territories (Virgin Isandsand
Puerto Rico), where talk of statehood is occasionally
an issue. The Bureau of the Census set the center of
population of the country (based on the 1990 census)
near Steelville, MO, about 80 miles southwest of
St.Louis, and the overall population isapproximately
276 million. Telephones and typewriters are studied
in history classes, as people communicate “on ling”
with instant messaging and email, and use computers
and desktop publishing for the printed word.

In thistimeperiod, apound of bacon cost about $4.00
and a 40-1b bag of potatoes costs $24.00. The US
Government employs c. 2,700,000 civilians, about
1.0% of the population. The average annual earnings
of aFederal Government employeeis approximately
$47,000, while the average earnings of all workersin
the country is about $26,000 ayear. Still, the penalty
for unauthorized use of the free “official business’
mail franchiseis$300. Asshownin Graph 1, the $300
penalty is depicted as a percent of income for both
groups of workers for the period 1890 through 2000
(estimated). The penalty now represents about 1 and
2/3rd daysworth of the average government civilian
employee's annual wages. For all other workers, the
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Figure 8

$300 represents 3 days worth of their annual wages.
Somehow, the deterrent effect feels asif it has been
lost.

Asnoted above, in 1983, “ Official Mail” stamps and
stationery were reintroduced. Figure 8 depicts usage
of afirst-class rate stamp by the US Army in 1987,
and Figure 9 shows usage of an nondenominated “F”
rate postal stationary envelope by the Federal Reserve
Bank of Chicago (7th District) for mailing US Sav-
ings Bonds in 1991. Five different “Officia Mail”
envel opes, in different denominationsaswell as*“rate
change” letter codes, wereissued specifically for Sav-
ings Bonds. Information regarding the total issued
guantities for these envelopes is hard to find. In a
1989 article in Postal Sationery, the journa of the
United Postal Statio-

government year October 1999-September 2000, an
average of amost 4 million bonds per month areis-
sued. Based on the approximate numbers above, ev-
ery Federal Reserve district could not use these spe-
cial stamped envelopesfor al their mail. Thetwelve
Federal Reserve Bank districts presumably made de-
cisions about which type of envelopes to use for the
mailing of US Savings Bonds based on their own
volume and the availability of the stamped envel opes.
Giventhelevel of activity, postage other than ssamped
envel opes would have to be used for the mgjority of
mailings. Figure 10 shows examples of a meter im-
print from Cleveland (4th District) and apermit indi-
ciafrom Philadelphia (3rd District).

nery Society, it was
reported that approxi-
mately 12 million
Savings Bond enve-
lopes, in“E” and 25-
centsdenominations, (
had been issued. f
Over the timeperiod
that this rate was in
effect, thisequatesto
an average monthly
availability rate of

Bureau of the Public Daebi
Foderal Rasarcs Bank .
P. O, Box B127

Chicasge, L G0BBO-E12T

Crificlal  Businesa
Pernlly for Private Use §300

TS 1 TR e Ly g e
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350,000 envelopes
per month. Accord-
ing to figures for the

Figure 9
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In general, since the mid-1990’s, the trend in official
stationary has been toward methodsthat hold the mail-
ing federa agency accountable for the postage ex-
pense. The two forms of pre-paid permit indicia and

meter impressions are used not only for 1st classlet-
ters, but also for various mail classes. Figure 11 de-
picts a permit for 3rd Class Bulk Rate used by the
Internal Revenue Service, Figure 12 exhibitsameter
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information has changed, in form and dis-
play, but adherence to the intent of the law
has been constant, even with the abolish-
ment of the free mailing privilege. In the
time since the original law was passed,
however, the economic situation of the
country has greatly changed. Income and
prices have risen, and so has the general
standard of living for the mgjority of the
population of the United States. Un-
changed, though, is the $300 penalty for
misuse of “Official Business’ privilege.
Adjusting for changes in the Consumer

Figure 12

impression reflecting 1st class postage of $0.33, plus
the “nonstandard” surcharge of $0.11, for a total of
$0.44 from the US Information Agency, and Figure
13 shows a permit for a 1st class, presorted postcard
from the Bureau of the Census. These three |atest ex-
amplesalso still contain the 1877 regquirements, even
though they are now prepaid and not postage free.
The Postal Service hasaso made the change, mostly,
to the permitindicia, with adlight twist. The Address

r"“\ Burwan of the Conpus
i \  ‘Washington, OF 200132000
\ /‘ D86 111:85]
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Figure 13

Correction Form 3579 envelope, illustrated in Fig-
ure 14, aswell asthe similar Form 3547 card, has an
imprint the reads“ First Class Mail/ Postage and Fees
Paid/USPS/Permit No.G-10". This is similar word-
ing to the other government department permits.

In summary, the basi ¢ legid ation passed by Congress
in 1877 told the Federa Government departments
what information generally had to be present on offi-
cial business mailings. This act also established the
level of penalty for misuse of this privilege, and made
it significant penalty in the context of thetimes. Over
the last almost 125 years, the display of the required

Price Index from 1913 to 2000, the new

pendty should be$5,200. Again, now that's

a deterrent!  After Congress resolves get-
ting reelected, health care financing, campaign
fundraising, environmental improvements, interna-
tional peace and who to honor with a resolution this
week, perhaps they will take alook at thisissue.
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Philadelphia 1834-6 FREE Marking

by Tom Clarke

Fortunately, La Posta readersarewilling to sharetheir
knowledge and collectibles with others. Unfortu-
nately, this can unintentionally reveal the egg that at
timesis all over awriter's face. Just so, here. The
redoubtable Norman Shachat, collector and exhibi-
tor for many years, called attention to agaffe that has
foolishly lain around in this writer’s mind for more
than adozen years.

There had been arecent discovery of a new earliest
date double-lined FORWARDED. folded cover. It
prompted the article “Philadel phia’s Flirtation With
the Octagon” in the September, 2000 La Posta, which
described, discussed, and illustrated Philadelphia's
entire 1834-36 double octagon series of cancels and
auxiliary markings, aswell as later octagon styles.

Thefamed and uniquely odd octagons debuted in 1834
very probably asacomplete, local, commercially pro-
duced set. Inadditionto the everyday domestic maker
there was the PAID, FORWARDED., severa variet-
ies of postage due humerals, and, one would think, a
FREE marker aswell. But since the earliest known
example of a handstamped FREE marking was from
six years hence in 1840, the article presumed that its
eventual place in the series must have been an after-
thought.

The writer’s 1989-91 Philadelphia Postmark Cata-
log originally failed to catch this oversight and the
September 2000 article reissued the error. It'safine
example of authority using imperfect evidence to es-
tablish an hypothesisand then distributing it as“fact”
to others. Mea culpa, the writer isvery sorry for the
blunder and regrets his curious factual blind spot re-
garding this important FREE marking. He hopes to
make good on it in the following report.

Early date FREE double octagon

The comments regarding the FREE marking in the
September issue is summarized here. The portions
in italic are now and forever more declared inaccu-
rate. The succeeding paragraphs and corrected cata-
log entry rectify the problematic statements.

.. there are the not-so-common FREE's.. . ..

It was immediately apparent that the FREE’'s manu-
facture was similar to that of the PAID’s, with large
and small letter versions. It became obvious that,
unlike the PAID’s, there was no simultaneous use of
the FREE types, no overlap of usage. The FREE de-
vices, therefore, unlike the PAID’s, were used one at
atime, in strict order, replaced when needed. This
strongly suggests that unlike the PAID’s, therewas a
single clerk, circa 1850, to handle franked mail.
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A fascinating fact dis-
covered about these two
very similar cancels is
that they are not frater-
nal twinsafter all. While
they share a quantity of
canceler genes, the
PAID’s are part of the
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The discovery copy of the January 3, 1835 red FREE octagonal handstamp de-
scribed here.

original “set” of octa-
gons, whereas the
FREE's are of more re-
cent birth; just sibling
look-a-likes.

The PAID’sdate back to
October 1834, precisely
the same as the
townmarks, but end in
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September 1851. The FREE's begin late, in 1840,
and conclude in the spring of 1852.

The scarcity of the FREE marking, compared the
much more common PAID examples, suggests why
it was difficult to discern itstrue earliest usage. But
for Norman Shachat’s mention of it in a brief mes-
sageinanareapostal history journal in January 1987,
it was an unknown quantity.

Its original discovery is instructive for collectors of
any specialty, what does not appear of interest my in
fact be an important piece in someone else’s puzzle.
A locd collector passed the information on to Norm
following publication of his ongoing attempt to as-
sign early and late usages to Philadelphia cancels.

The cover was part of asmall hoard of 24 folded cov-
ers sent from Philadelphia to a Daniel Taylor of
Farrandsvillein central PA. They dated between 1834
and 1836, by chance the precise, octagonal usage
period. Twelve of the letters were “ postmaster free
franks designated by manuscript “F” or “Free” indi-
cators.

Unfortunately, the full range of franked dates is not
given which might have suggested the narrow period
inwhich the double octagon FREE wasin use. When
doing postal history research, no evidence, whether
apparently meaningful or not, should be excluded
because it may eventually be valued later, asin this
instance. In this case, sometime before May 1835
might bethe cutoff point for theinitial use of the FREE
marker (see eMail below).

Allow two eMails from Norm Shachat explain the
current revisit:

—9/29/00
Hi Tom,

Just finished reading your interesting article
in LaPostaon thePhila. octagons. Noted that your
EKU for the “FREE” marking is 1840. In My
PaPHS Bulletin article (#83, p.3), | show the ear-
liest example dated Jan. 3, 1835 (article indicates
1834, but it isatypo). | havethe cover in my col-
lection and it isdocketed 1835. My experienceis
that there were very few octagonal “FREE” us-
ageshbefore 1840. They arevery hard tofind dur-
ing the 1834-1836 octagon period.

Norm

La Posta

—10/1/00
Tom,

Attached arethe scanner copiesyou requested.
| have several other lettersin the same correspon-
dence dated from May to Aug. 1835, which are
franked with manuscript “ Free” markings. | sus-
pect the“FREE" handstamp may have broken or
was misplaced (lost). | believethere areonly one
or two other examples known of the red double
line octagon “FREE” handstamp used during
1834-1836 period.

Norm

Replacement wording to theformer article should now
read:

“Thefascinating fact about the PAID and FREE aux-
iliariesisthat they arein fact fraternal twins after al.
They sharethe same cancel er genesindeed since both
are part of the original “set” of octagonal markers.

“The PAID’sdateto October 1834, precisely the same
as the townmarks and end in September 1851. The
FREE's begin at reasonably the same time, for now
in early January 1835 and conclude in the spring of
1852."

About the early FREE

Given that there are two basic types of FREE marker,
the “small” and the “large-wide,” what type is this
earliest example? Catalog 1320b still holdstherecord,
athough amost six yearsearlier than previously sug-
gested.

As the amended chart below indicates, the mystery
of the discontinuous usage of the two marker types
continues but is excruciatingly exaggerated with its
almost six year gap. Norm Shachat suggests the
marker may have become lost or been broken almost
immediately since mail over this period isamost al-
ways handwritten “Free.”

Perhapsit was merely the casethat thesingleclerk in
charge of franked mail had a preference for the pen
rather than the newfangled device? When the mark-
erswere distributed, he obligingly used it for a short
while then surrendered it in favor of pen and ink.

(September’s readers will recall that February and
March 1836 were periods of experiment with newly
designed octagonal domestic markers, though to our
knowledge both experimentslasted asingleday. Still,
it isindicativethat therewasabit of unrest, or some-
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thing, relative to Philadelphia’s oddly designed
handstampers. Maybe our franking clerk’s earlier
didlike (?) of his FREE octagona would continue to
simmer until at |east the domestic marker’sdemisein
October 18367)

Possibly the original franking clerk retired in early
November 1840, and his replacement thought more
favorably of thelabor saving handstamp. Seemingly,
the new man and another clerk shared the task for
some years, the second man having been issued his
own marker (catalog #1320a).

From this point onward the two alternated the duties
of franking clerk, resulting in the hopscotch pattern
of usage of thetwo main typesthrough mid-1847 (per-
haps occasioned by the reorgani zation required by the
introduction of postage stampson July 17). At least,
by the fall of 1847, a single clerk seems to be once
again at the reigns, using the now-battered type 3
marker (which may prove to be a damaged type 2)
through to its demise in the spring of 1852.

It would be nice to confirm that the original type 2
(1320b) lasted the entire term following the octago-
nal set’sinception in 1834 through until 1852. That
would cement together the continuous usage of the

January 2001 39

original set of octagonal markersin 1834 with their
successors, the modified domestic markers, now trans-
Atlantic rate indicators, which began life upon their
conversion in 1849 and ending in 1857.

FREE Octagons
1320a FREE DOct19x11+ (type 1: large-wide)

Blue 1841 12/31 1842 9/27
Red 1843 4/26 1843 9/14
1320b FREE DOct18x10 (type 2: small)
Red 1835 1/3

Red 1840 11/12 1844 6/15
Blue 1844 12/31 1847 7/28

1320c FREE DOct18+x9+ (type 3: small-wide, dam-
aged right edge)

Black est 1847 9/28
Blue 1851 1/9 1852 3/30
Bibliography
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Figures 27 (top) and 28. Examples of postmarks from Agat Sation of Agana, Guam.

A Look At Guam’s Postal History 1945 through the

1980s
Part 2: The Named Civil Postal Units 4. SantaRita
by Michael Dattolico 5. Singjanigo
Guam'’s civilian postal operations since 1945 are es- 6. Umatac
pecially unique. Its predominent non-military postal 7. UOG
history can be divided into two groups: Agana-MPO )
branch offices, and Guam rural post officesand sta= & Y190
tions. By the end of 1981, there were 18 different ~ Agat Station

military and civilian postal facilities operating under
the jurisdiction of Guam’'s MPO facility. Five were
post office branches. They were:

1. Agana

2. Anderson AFB

3. U.S. Nava Air Station
4. U.S. Nava Station

5. Tamuning

Seven were designated as contract stations. They
were:

1. Agat
2. Barrigada
3. Dededo

L ocated 10 miles south of Agana, it wasfirst opened
on January 16, 1948, and was operational until April
1, 1963. It was closed on June 30, 1966, but was re-
opened on August 1, 1966. A fire destroyed the post
officein March, 1979. While the building was being
repaired, the post office was located in the
Commissioner’s office but was later moved back to
itsoriginal location. Its zip code was 96915 in 1972,
and the station was still operational in late 1982. Fig-
ures 27 & 28 are examples of mail handled at Agat
Station.

Barrigada Station

Established on January 16, 1948, the post office was
situated just east of the naval air station. Its post of-
fice was established on January 16, 1948 but was re-
located at the Cristobal General Store on July 1, 1953.
It was closed once again on June 28, 1965, but re-
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opened on June 1, 1966.
Once again, the postal sta-
tion was closed on June 30,
1973, only to be reopened
onJuly 1, 1974. It remained
open until its permanent
closing on October 6, 1978.
Today, the Guam MPO
serves the Barrigada Vil-
lage. It is served by Zip
Code 96913. Figure 29 il-
lustrates the general pur-
pose postmark used at Barrigada in the post-World
Wer Il years.

Dededo Station

This station was opened on June 16, 1948, but was
closed on February 29, 1960. It was reopened on
October 1, 1966, but was closed again on June 30,
1973. It was reopened once again on September 3,
1974 and was still opened for businessin 1982. Lo-
cated five miles south of Yigo Village, it was prima-
rily amilitary housing area. As of October, 1972, its
Zip code was 96912. Figures 30 & 31 are examples
of mail sent from Dededo, Guam.

Figure 29

January 2001

Santa Rita Station

Thispostal station was opened
on January 16, 1948, but closed
onMarch 31, 1950. It reopened
on July 1, 1955, but closed
again on November 30, 1965.
Reestablished once again on
October 1, 1966, it served
postal patrons at Santa Rita
until a contract dispute tempo-
rarily closed it in 1979. Santa Rita village is located
near Agat Village Its current zip code is 96910. Fig-
ure 32 showsthe doubl e circle dater used to postmark
mail from that location.

Figure 32

Figure 33. Postcard sent from Snajana Sa.(tion), an
Agana branch office, to a California address in August,
1981. Purple ink was used.

Sinajana Station

Located east of AganaHeights, the
postal station was opened on Janu-
ary 16, 1948, but was closed on
June 30, 1962. It reopened at anew
location on July 2, 1962, tempo-
rarily closed on June 30, 1971, and
was reopened in 1975.
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Recent reports show that it remains
open. It is served by zip code
96910. Figure 33 shows a card
mailed
from the
station post
office in
the post-
war period.
Figure 34
illus-
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Figure 34

Figures 30 (top) and 31.

trates the
station’s general purpose dater.
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MARIA SCHROEDER HOSPITAL
| Dedicated June 10, 1901

Figure 35 Large cancel used at the Tamuning postal station on the 75th anniversary of the Maria Schroeder Hospital’s

founding in 1901.
Tamuning Station

Tamuning is a large suburb north of Agana and be-
came abranch of the Guam main post office (MPO).
Its first opened for business on March 16, 1955 but
was closed on December 31, 1959. It reopened on
November 1, 1961. On July 1, 1963, it was moved to
anew |ocation but was closed again on June 30, 1965,
only to be reestablished on January 16, 1972. A per-
manent structure was occupied in 1975, at whichtime
the station was upgraded to a branch of the main
Aganapost office and was manned by USPO person-
nel. The zip code was 96911 as of October 1, 1972.
Figures 35 & 36 illustrate postmarks used at thisthis
major station post office.

Umatac Station

Thiswas one of the newest contract stations on Guam
which opened for business on November 1, 1980.
Located at Umatac Village on the southwestern tip of

Figure 36

Guam 3 miles north of Merizo Village, it was first
opened for business as arural station on January 16,
1948, but was closed on June
1949 due to lack of business. It
reopened as a rural station on
October 1, 1961, was relocated
on May 15, 1964, and was fi-
nally closed permanently on
June 28, 1965. From 1965 until
1980, there was no postal facil-
ity at Umatac. Residents at that
location were served by the
Aganapost office using zip code 96910. A new facil-
ity was established in the 1980s which operated un-
der zip code 96916, which has been established as a
community contract station. Figure 37 illustrates the
general purpose dater used at Umatac Station.

UOG Station

Located on the campus of the University of Guam,
the UOG postal sta-
tion is located at
Mangilao on the
east coast of Guam,
just opposite of
Agana and 4 miles
north of Yona Vil-
lage. Thepostal sta-
tionislocatedinthe

Figure 37
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Figure 38. Cover originating at Mangilao but handled by the UOG (University of Guam) postal station staff.

The small town islocated close to the campus.

student center building of the campus. It opened for
business on April 14, 1980, to serve the students and
faculty of the university. The first station’s cancelers
were used on April 21, 1980. The station was served
by zip code 96913. Examplesof postal markingsfrom
the college's postal station are shown in figures 38
and 39.
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Figure 39

Yigo Station

Yigo Stationislocated in Yigo village about fivemiles
south of Anderson AFB. It wasfirst opened on Janu-
ary 16, 1948, but was closed on June 30, 1949. On
July 1, 1955, the station was reestablished but closed
again on June 30, 1957 and remained closed until
1976. It was opened again on July 1, 1976, but dueto

typhoon Pamela, it wasinoperable until July 10. 1976.
Yigo Village is serviced by Zip Code 96912. Figure
40 illustrates examplesof postal markingsused at this
station.

Figure 40
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Rural Stations

Four were designated as Guam Rural Delivery Sta
tions. They were:

1. Inargjan Rural Station
2. Mereizo Rural Station
3. Talofofo Rural Station
4. Yona Rural Station

Inarajan Rural Station

The Inarajan rural postal station was located at
Inargjan village on the remote southeast corner of
Guam. The rural postal station was established on
January 16, 1948 but was closed on June 30, 1949.
Itslater history isalitany of closuresand reopenings.
Reopened asastation on July 1, 1955, it closed again
on June 30, 1957. It reopened again on October 1,
1961 as arura station and was still open in the mid-
1980s. It has since become a Community Post Office
(CPO) by the U.S. Postal Service. Itslatest recorded
Zip code was 96916, set on October 1, 1972. Figure
41 illustrates examples of postmarks from this rural
station.

Figure 41

Merizo Rural Station

It was located near the southernmost tip of Guam.
Established as a station on January 16, 1948, but was
closed on March 31, 1950. It was reopened on Octo-
ber 1, 1961, asarural station but was closed again on
April 27, 1964. Once again, it was reestablished asa
rural station on September 16, 1964 and remained
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open at that status into the mid-1980s. Its zip code
was 96916 as of October, 1972. Four different ex-
amples of postmarks from thisrural station areillus-
trated in Figures 42.

Figure 42

Talofofo Rural Station

This rura station opened on January 16, 1948 but
closed on June 30, 1949. It reopened as a rural sta-
tion on September 30, 1961, but closed November
12, 1962. Reopened two weeks | ater, it remained op-
erational until September 30, 1964 when it was per-
manently closed. Since then, covers have been seen
with avariety of postmarks from the village, none of
which are official. It is possible, however, that
Talofofo was given a provisional postmarker circa
1965. But should be understood that any markerswere
contrived and mail showing such usages is purely
philatelic. Most recently, Talofofo villagewas served
by zip code 96914, its mail being sent from of the
Yona post office.
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Ralph J. Pohl
2068 Claudette
Uemphts, TN 38115 U5.A

Figure 43. Double-circle marking used in 1989, showing Yona as a regular station instead of a

rural branch.
Yona Rural Station

Located at Yona village on the east coast of Guam,
the post office was opened for business on January
16, 1948 asarural post office, but was closed on June
30, 1949, for lack of business. It reopened as arural
station on July 1, 1955, but was closed on June 30,
1957, again for lack of business. It was reopened a
second time as a rural station on October 1, 1961,
and has remained operational through the 1980s. It is
now classified as acommunity post office served by
Zip code 96914.. Figure 43 showsapostal card mailed
from Yona Rural Station, and figure 44 illustrates
other postmark styles recorded from the station.

Figure 44

Some Guam towns/villages had their own zip codes
but depended upon the Agana post officefor services.
They used the same zip code as Agana - 96910.

1. Aniqua2. Asan 3. Adelup 4. Maina 5. Piti 6. Toto
7. Mongmong 8. Ordat 9. Chalan Pago 10. Agana
Heights

What is written in this article describes a large por-
tion of Guam’s postal history from 1945 through the
mid-1980s. The serieswill concludein the next issue
with adiscussion of the numbered stations of Guam.

WANTED TO BUY
* Hawaiian Postal History 1864 to present

* Alaska Postal History 1867 to present
* Yukon Postal History 1885 to present

* 19th Century U.S. Officials, Fancy cancelsand
Fort cancels

* Hawaiian Stamps with town cancels

STEVE SIMS, 1769 Wickersham Dr.,
Anchorage, AK 99507-1349.

Phone: (907) 563-7281
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A Domestic US Postal Card, Mailed Overseas Short Paid
in 1891, and Surtaxed (?) by the USPOD

By Henry J. Bertholet

Among the moreinteresting United States (US) postal
cards are those upon which arecal culation of the post-
agerate was made by official s subsequent to the mailer
having posted the card. Usually, evidence of such re-
calculation was manifested by a postal official affix-
ing to the card one or more auxiliary markings that
indicated the new rate. Determining why the rate was
recalculated increases not only on€e's appreciation of
the particular postal card, but also one’'s knowledge
of postal history.

The one-cent Jefferson postal card (S8) was issued
by the United States Post Office Department
(USPOD) in December of 1886. Whilethat issuewas
intended for domestic use, the card illustrated herein
was sent internationally from San Bernardino, Cali-
fornia, on 2 October 1891, to Partenkirchen, Bavaria,
Germany. There are two aspectsto this card, one fac-
tual and one speculative: Thefirstinvolvesthe mailer
not affixing a one-cent adhesive to the card prior to
mailing it; the second impliesthe USPOD assessed a
surtax based on the circumstances of getting the card
delivered.

Before examining the auxiliary markings that were
applied to the illustrated postal card, the writer will
provide some background information about the Uni-

versal Postal Union (UPU) and its handling of postal
cardsin the International Mail. While the Union pro-
visions discussed below were applicable to any mail
item, the reader, for purposes herein, may substitute
the term “postal card” for the word “item.”

At its outset, the UPU was known as the General
Postal Union (GPU). Formed in 1874 by the Treaty
of Berne, the GPU provided for the exchange of postal
cards among member countries and made their pre-
payment compulsory. The GPU rate of postage for a
single prepaid |etter wasfixed by the Treaty of Berne
at twenty-five Union centimes, while the rate for
postal cards was set at “one-haf of that on paid let-
ters.” Each GPU-member country had the right to
round off fractional amounts. Since one US cent was
the equivalent of five Union centimes in 1874, the
US'sinitial, single-letter rate to other GPU-member
countries was five US cents. Its postal card rate thus
wastwo and one-half cents. US currency did not per-
mit that particular amount, so the US had theright to
“round-up” and set its postal card rate to other GPU-
member countries at three cents. But, the US opted to
“round-down,” setting its postal card rate to other
GPU-member countries at two cents.



La Posta

The delegates to the first international Postal Con-
gresswerekeenly awarethat if improperly paid items
were allowed to pass unchallenged through the Inter-
national Mail, mailers would soon realize that it did
not matter how much postage was affixed to an item.
Thus, the GPU adopted procedures to handle “un-
paid” and “short paid” items found in the Interna
tional Mail. Those procedures established a system
of collecting the deficient postage that was based on
the successful French postage due system then in ef-
fect.

The second international Postal Congress in 1878
resulted in the Treaty of Paris. In addition to chang-
ing the name of the GPU to UPU, that Congress also
changed how improperly paid mail items were
handled. Effective 1 April 1879, improperly paid
items sent between UPU-member countries“wereli-
able to ashare equal to double the amount of the de-
ficiency, to be paid by the addressee.” To denote such
items found in the International Mail, the Foreign
Exchange Office in the country of origin affixed a
stamp “T” (tax to be paid) marking on them, noting
the amount of the deficiency, expressed in Union cen-
times.) The UPU did not specify theform of the stamp
“T" marking, so member countries designed their own
markings to denote improperly paid items. In order
for the foreign exchange offices in destination coun-
tries to recognize the stamp T markings of other
member countries, the treaty required that:

The several administrations shall forward to each
other, through the International Office, animpression
of their [stamp “T” (tax to be paid) marking.]

The treaty further provided that:

Every article of correspondence which does not bear
the stamp “T" [marking] shall be considered as paid
to destination and treated accordingly, unless there
be an obvious error.

Theitem wasthen forwarded to the country of desti-
nation.

Upon theitem being received in the Foreign Exchange
Office of the country of destination, the deficiency as
noted was doubled and converted into that country’s
currency. The total amount due, expressed in that
country’scurrency, then was marked on theitem. Sent
to the addressee’s local post office, the item was de-
livered to and the deficiency collected from the ad-
dressee. All such monies collected were retained by
the destination country’s Post Office.

January 2001

When an “exceptional” service was required to get
an item delivered, the Treaty of Berne provided:
For all conveyance by sea of more than three hundred
nautical miles within the district of the Union, there may
be added to the ordinary postage an additional charge

which shall not exceed the half of the general Union rate
fixed for a[single] paid letter.

That “additional charge” was referred to as a “sur-
tax.”

The first UPU-rated postal card printed by the US —
the 2¢ Liberty, blue on light buff stock (Sb) — was
issued on 1 December 1879. While that UPU-rated
postal card was intended specifically for use in the
International Mail, any domestic postal card wasalso
permitted so long asit met the UPU requirementsfor
transmission. The Jefferson card, issue of 1886, met
those requirements; this particular card, however, was
mailed improperly prepaid.

With that background, we may now examine the il-
lustrated Jefferson postal cad. Notein the upper right-
hand corner the auxiliary marking“DUE 2c.” Affixed
by a San Bernardino postal clerk in black ink, that
marking, intended for domestic use, meant “ DUE two
cents.” It has been the writer’'s hypothesis that the
assessment represented by that marking was a sur -
tax for the “extra service” rendered by the USPOD
in completing delivery of the postal card, i.e. intrans-
porting it across the Atlantic Ocean. The writer’s hy-
pothesis was made notwithstanding then Postmaster
General David M. Key's 1879 Report of the Post-
master General to the US Congress in which he
waived the USPOD’sright to levy additional charges
for providing such “over 300 nautical miles’ service.
Note that the two-cent assessment [surtax] was
equivaent tothe US's* half of the general Union rate
for a[single] paid letter.” From the San Bernardino
Post Office, the card was routed to the New York
Foreign Exchange Office for further disposition.

Note too that a clerk in the New York Foreign Ex-
change Office concurred with the California clerk’s
two-cent assessment [surtax]. To that charge, the clerk
added the one-cent underpayment. Sincethe exchange
rate at the time was one US cent = five Union cen-
times, the foreign exchange office clerk marked the
cardinblack ink due an equivalent fifteen Union cen-
times. Referredto asaNew York “operaglass’ mark-
ing, this auxiliary marking was the New York For-
eign Exchange Office’s stamp “T" marking used to
denote improperly paid USitemsin the International
Mail. The card was then forwarded to Germany.
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Upon arrival of the card in the German Foreign Ex-
change Office, a clerk doubled the deficiency [15
centimes X 2 = 30 centimes] and converted the Union
centimesto German currency. With the then exchange
rate of four German pfennig = five Union centimes,
twenty-four pfennig was the total amount due [30
centimes X 4 pfennig/5 centimes= 24 pfennig]. How-
ever, German currency did not permit that particular
amount, so according to UPU rules, the foreign ex-
change office clerk “rounded-up” to twenty-five
pfennig. That was the total amount due on this card.
Germany did not have postage due adhesives, so the
card was noted due by the numeral “25" written in
blue crayon. The card then was placed in the Impe-
rial Post Mail, directed to the addressee’s local post
office. There, the amount presumably was collected
by the carrier, from the addressee, upon delivery of
the card.

The writer has found support for his hypothesis. As
was written in The Book of T, a new publication by
the late Ed Leahy:

The UPU permitted countriestoinclude asurtax to their
postage rates where long ocean journeys (over 300 miles)
or exceptional services [were] required to complete the
delivery of a piece of mail. Many if not most of the coun-
triesof Europetook advantage of the permission and added
the surtax to such items. . . . The US generally eschewed
collecting such fees. The US however did add asurcharge
to mail from the Pacific rim, addressed to Europe viaUS.
The surcharge was designed to pay for the [item’s] jour-
ney across the continent. [Volume 1, p.2-20].

While the quoted passage supports the writer’s con-
tention that the US assessed “additional charges’ on
some US mail items sent in the International Mail, it
also implies there was a difference between a “sur-
tax” and a“surcharge.” Checking the dictionary, the
writer found that the word “surcharge” was defined
as"“an additional charge, tax, or cost,” whiletheword
“surtax” was defined as “an additiona or extra tax
on something aready taxed.” Not much help there!

At thetime, mail items sent from the Pecific rim, ad-
dressed to Europe viathe USwere processed through
the San Francisco Foreign Exchange Office. One of
the illustrations in Leahy’s book was a private post
card mailed in December of 1898, from US Military
Station No. 1 in the Philippines, addressed to Hol-
land. Private post cards had been admitted to interna-
tional circulation effective 1 April 1886, by statutes
adopted at thethird International Congress. Correctly
paid at the then current two-cent UPU rate, the card
was struck with the three-line “15/CTMS/T” auxil-
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iary marking. That auxiliary marking wasaSan Fran-
cisco Foreign Exchange Office’'s stamp “T” marking
used to denote improperly paid USitemsin the Inter-
national Mail. Leahy stated, “The shortage of post-
ageimplied by that marking wasthe surchargeto pay
for thetrip across the US on [the card’s way to Hol-
land.” [Emphasis that of the writer.] Note that the
surchargein that instance wasfifteen Union centimes,
or the equivaent of three US cents. That surcharge
increased the US postage from the UPU-card rate (two
US cents) to the UPU-letter rate (five US cents).

From thiswriting, it would seem that on the one hand
a surtax on card-rated matter, when assessed by the
USPOD, was limited by the UPU to two US cents
(during the five US cent rate period for International
Mail). On the other hand, a surcharge, when assessed
by the USPOD, increased the postage on card-rated
matter to that of letter-rated matter. REALIZING
THAT TWO EXAMPLES CANNOT BE USED TO
PROVE ANYTHING, THE WRITER PRESENTS
THIS ARTICLE TO WHET THE INTEREST OF
OTHER COLLECTORS.

Thewriter would appreciate hearing from anyonewho
has a US postal card that was assessed additional
charges by the USPOD. Query: Wasthe assessment a
surtax or asurcharge? Further, if any reader has gen-
eral information regarding the US policy of “levying
such charges’ on mail items, aswas mentioned in the
above quoted passage from Leahy’s book, the writer
would ask the reader to share the source(s) of that
information. Please contact him at 132 Livingston P.
W., Metairie, LA 70005, or at

hankberthel ot@yahoo.com.
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times the border has been peaceful; at other times it has been tense. But in 1916, this border was a war zone.

War on the Border

By Rod Crossley

Mexico, The Land of Change

The Mexican-American War ended in 1848 and the
1,900 milelong border between thetwo countrieswas
fairly stable until 1911. There were problems with
Indians, bandits and rebels crossing from Mexico to
raid the US countryside. The US Army sometimes
chased these raiders back into Mexico with or with-
out the Mexican government’s approval. Colonel
MacKenzie in 1873 and General Cook in 1883 led
some of the larger Army expeditions into Mexico.

Border stability began to change when the power of
thedictator, General Diaz, beganto wane, and Mexico
was plunged into a civil war in 1911. The Mexican
border would be a major problem for the American
government for the next 10 years. The Diaz govern-
ment failedin early 1911 and hewasallowed to leave
the country. The new president of Mexico was Fran-
cisco Madero, whom General Huerta removed in a
very bloody coup in 1913.

General Huerta's coup did not stop the unrest inside
Mexico; it in fact inflamed the county. The Governor
of the State of Coahuila, Vennustiano Carranza,

Rod Crossley first addressed the subject of postal
history associated with United Statestroopsalong
the Mexican border in an articlecalled “On the
Border” which was published in La Posta Val. 23,
No. 6 (Dec 1992-Jan 1993).

formed the Constitutional Army and marched off to
do battle with Huerta. Carranza had very strong anti-
American views and wanted to hel p Huerta attack the
Americanforceat VeraCruz. Inlate 1914 Huertaleft
Mexico for Spain and Carranza became president.

Whileall thisturmoil was going on, Pancho Villaand
his army were fighting for, or against, the govern-
ment, depending who was in power. In September of
1914 Villa'srelations with Carranza broke down and
open warfare broke out. Both sides wanted the sup-
port of President Wilson, who at first recognized Villa,
then changed his mind and supported Carranza. Dur-
ing 1915 the two armies met several times in battle
with Villa losing most of the time. The last bloody
battle occurred at Hermosillo in November 1915,
which brought about the end of Villaasarevolution-
ary leader. Villa believed that the United States had
helped cause his defeat by its direct support of the
Carranzaforces. He would seek revenge.

The US Army’s First Response to the Border
Problems

On March 11, 1911 President Taft ordered the Army
to move units to the border to conduct large scale
maneuvers. Thiswasdesigned to show we could pro-
tect the border of the nation from therevolt in Mexico.
The troops were sent to three locations: an Infantry
Brigade near San Diego, California; Galveston Texas,
where 36 Companies of Coast Artillery, from the At-
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lantic and Gulf Coast formed three provisional regi-
ments; and, San Antonio, Texas where other units
formed a provisiona division. The maneuver ended
in August with the disbanding of the provisional di-
vision. The operation showed many weaknesses of
the US Army. Some of the major weaknessesinvolved
the staff structure above the regimental level, thefact
that similar types of units were not organized in the
same manner, the lack of modern transportation, and
the inability of the US railroad to move the heavy
volume of personnel and their equipment.

The post office established two
temporary post offices to handle
the mail from these maneuvers.
The San Diego Post Office estab-
lished abranch office called Bar-
racks (figure 1), and Galveston
opened Station A at Fort Crockett
for the same time period. These
two officeslasted from March to
July of 1911. The provisional di-
visions' mail was handled
through the San Antonio, post of -
fice.

A Different Response in
1913

Increased tension on the border
caused by the Huerta coup,
prompted the US Army to form
the 2" Division, consisting of
some 11,500 men, during Febru-
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Figurel This post
card bearsa
postmark from the
Barracks Branch of
San Diego post
office. The branch

i operated only from
March 18 to June
17,1911, and
served troops of the
Infantry Brigade
ordered tothe
border to conduct
maneuvers during

: the spring of 1911.
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ary of 1913 near Galveston at Texas City, Texas (fig-
ure 2). Thisplaced the divisional troops near the bor-
der and at a port of embarkation. At the same time,
there were some 7,000 troops patrolling the 1,600-
mile Mexican border from the Gulf to Sasabe, Ari-
zona, west of Nogales. By the time of the Vera Cruz
landing in 1914, US troop strength on the border had
grown to around 8,500 men. When army troopswere
needed at Vera Cruz, the 5" Brigade, of the 2™ Divi-
sion was sent from Galveston.
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Figure 2. An oblique arial view of the 6th Brigade Camp at Texas City.
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Figure 3 The Military Branch of Galveston,
Texas, postmarked this August 27, 1913, post
. card datelined Texas City.

Figure 4 Post card bearing the Texas
City Military Branch postmar kof
November 17, 1914.

In order to handle the mail from the newly formed 2™
Division, the US Postal Service established a special
postal unit. Initially designated Galveston Military
Branch on Feb. 28, 1913(figure 3), the unit was re-
designated Texas City Military Station on Nov. 1,
1913, and remained in serviceuntil Oct. 15, 1915 (fig-
ure4).

1915, a Year of Waiting

During 1915, raids along the entire border continued
to increase, but the mgjority of the problemswerein
the lower Rio Grande Valley of Texas. Many people
in Texas believed that Carranza officers led the raid-
ers but this has never been proven. The rules of en-
gagement at that time did not allow American troops
to cross the border at any time under any condition.
Some Mexicans beganto view the US Army asweak,
and would fire on our troops without fear of reprisal.
This condition lasted until October of 1915, when
rules were changed allowing American troopsto re-
turn fire. After afew daysthefiring acrossthe border
by Mexican troops stopped, but the Army was still
restricted from physically crossing the border. By
April of 1915 the Army mobile field force in the
Untied States had been reduced to one infantry regi-
ment, one squadron of calvary and one regiment of
field artillery, the rest of the units were on the border
or oversess.

Action on the Border 1916

The year 1916 started with the murder of 17 Ameri-
can citizens on January 9 at Santa Y sabel, Mexico,
by Villafollowers. The Carranzagovernment had told
themthat it was safeto return to mine complexesthey
managed in the state of Chihuahua. Following the
massacre, Villaand his forces seemed to drop out of
sight. But on March 9" Villa crossed into the United
States and attacked the town of Columbus, New
Mexico. A US Army expedition under the command
of General Pershing was dispatched to pursue Villa,
and Pershing’s forces crossed into Mexico on March
15", The US Army List of Wars and Campaigns to
World War One callstheincident “The Punitive Ex-
pedition into Mexico” and listsits the dates of the op-
eration as March 15,1916 to February 5,1917. The
army had planned to use the railroads of Mexico to
supply the expedition, but the Mexican Army opposed
this. Infact, the Carranza government told the Ameri-
can Army to go home or fight.

Columbus, adusty remote New Mexican village, thus
became the supply point for troops involved in the
Punitive Expedition. Within a short time the expedi-
tion was running out of supplies because the stan-
dard army mule-drawn wagon could not keep up with
demands (figure 5). There was also a shortage of
trucksand theairplanes of the 1% Aero Squadron were
found to be underpowered for the terrain (figure 6).
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Figure 5 Wagons drawn by mules
and horses proved inadeguate to
provide logistical support for
Pershing’'s Punative Expedition

in Mexico after Pancho Villa.

Figure 6 The fragile aircraft of the 1st Aero Squadron had only

limited success operating in the difficult terrain of northern Mexico.

Figure7 The Army
Quartermaster found it
necessary to purchase
civilian trucks and hire
civilian driversand
mechanics due to the
lack of equipment and
trained personnel.

Word went out from the Army Quartermaster to pur-
chase civilian trucks. They also hired civilian drivers
and mechanics for the trucks, because the Army did
not have the trained personnel (figure 7).

Army Mail from Mexico

When the army units went into Mexico, there was
little support service for the troops. They did have
medical units and their own field kitchens, but no-
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Figure 8 This cover was mailed by Lt. Adair of the 10th Cavalry from Mexico. The lieutenant was one of

two officerskilled at Carrizal Mexico, June 21,1916, in the last Cavalry charge in the Americas by Troop K

and Troop C of the 9" Cavalry. The cover was postmarked Columbus, NM, in June and marked “ Postage
due 2 C(ents). The two cents due was collected in Denver.

whereto purchase tobacco, stamps and other supplies.
Mail from the troops' mail, including that of their
officers, arrived in Columbus, New Mexico marked

“soldier mail” without stamps. The Columbus Post  tion.
Office postmarked the mail, stamped it Postage Due

2 Cents’ and forwarded it toitsdes-
tination (figure 8). Most of thismail
has a very poor Columbus post-
mark. Asthe expedition took place
during the latter years of the great
“post card craze”, there were many
photographers producing and sell-
ing real photo postcards of the ex-
pedition. Soldiersin the expedition
used many of these and when they
arrived in Columbus the postage
dueratewasonly one cent. The Co-
lumbus post office did not have a
stamp that said one cent due, so they
crossed out the “2” and hand
marked a“1”(figure 9). When the
postage due mail arrived at the re-
ceiving post office the postage was
collected and a postage due stamp

of the correct denotation applied and canceled. This
was how postage due mail was to be handled, but
postal clerks did not always follow all of the regula-
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Figure 9 This card endorsed Soldier’s Mail was postmarked in Columbus,
NM, and handstamped “ Postage due 2 Cents’, but the“ 2" was overwritten

by abold “1".
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The National Guard is Ordered to
the Border

Presence of American troopsinside Mexico
did not stop the cross border attacks. There
were many small-scale raids all along the
Rio Grande River. On two occasions the
US Cavalry crossed into Mexico after the
raiders. In total they went some 70 miles
into Mexico and stayed for severa days.
The Regular Army was scraping the bot-
tom of itsbarrel for unitsto patrol the Mexi-
can Border. On May 8™ the generals com-
manding the border regionssent atelegram =
asking President Wilson to order the call
up of the National Guard units from Ari-
zona, New Mexico and Texas. The Presi-
dent acted on May 9" and some 5,000
troops were ordered to report for duty.

Raids continued along the border after the call up of
the first National Guard troops. On June 15" troops
from Mexico crossed the border and attacked the 14
Infantry at Laredo, Texas, and the next day they fired
from across the line at our soldiers in Brownville,
Texas. Tension aong the entire border with Mexico
wasrising rapidly. There was afear that the Mexican
Army might try to invade the United States, which
the US Army could do little to stop.

On June 16" President Wilson used the new National
Defense Act to call up the entire US National Guard
for duty onthe border. Unitswere given afew daysat
their local armory for organization and personal busi-
ness. They were then moved to a central location in
their state for shipment to the border.

Sl - . -
Figure 11. Camp Cotton, near El Paso, Texas, was hol
the Pennsylvania National Guard Division, the other large camp in El
Paso was named Sewart.
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Postal Service at Home

At many central state locations the postal service es-
tablished temporary Military Branch post officesmost
of which opened around the 23 of June and were
closed by October 1916. Some of these branches, such
as those at Jacksonville, Florida, and Richmond,
Virginiawerein operation longer. Thefollowing Mili-
tary Branch Offices were established: Montgomery,
AL; Little Rock, AR; Sacramento, CA; Golden, CO;
Jacksonville, FL; Springfield, IL; Alexandria, LA; Ne-
vada, MO; Jackson, MS; Beacon, NY; Columbus, OH;
Lebanon, PA; Columbia, SC; Nashville, TN; Rich-
mond, VA; Tacoma, WA: and Charleston, WV. The
branch offices approved for Sea Girt, NJ and Chan-
dler, OK wererescinded. Whilethese officesarelisted
in the postal bulletins, not al offices may have pro-
cessed mail. John Williams in California Town Post
Office 1849-1935 states that no postmarks have been
found for the Sacramento Military Branch. Figure 10
illustrates a cover from the Beekman Mili-

S, R = ::_:_;._:_r:{__.-;__“__ﬁ-_ .-_..‘?_:é-' S

tary Branch, of Beacon, New York, dated
September 15, 1916, which typifiesdomes-
tic mail of thistype.

In some states the National Guard units
reported to their normal training camps.
Mail from these was handled as if it were
summer camp mail and was processed by
the camps' own post office or the civil of-
fice of a nearby town such as Clackamas,

e
@

Figure 10. This cover was mailed from Beekman Military Branch
near Beacon, New York.

Oregon.
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F|gure 12. The Oklahoma Nat|onal Guard Camp at San Benito, Texas Thecardis postmarked
San Benito, Texas, Aug 31,1916 with a flag cancel.

On the Border and Beyond

There were delays in finding railroad equipment to
move the National Guard to the border, but by the 1%
of July, over 122 troop trainswere en route. Four days
later, another 101 trains began moving south bring-
ing the total number sent to the border to around
112,000 troops. There seemed to be little rhyme or
reason asto where unitswere sent. Troopsfrom Wash-
ington and Oregon went to Californiawhile Califor-
nia units went to Arizona. The mgjority of the troops
were sent to Douglas, Arizona, and El Paso,
Brownsville and San Antonio, Texas. When the units
arrived they found that they were required to build
their own facilities. Two of the larger camps built by
the National Guard were Cotton and Stewart at El
Paso (figure 11). Thelack of facilities caused unitsto
be held at their state assembly points. In early Sep-
tember replacements were needed so some 65,000
moretroops camefrom Vermont, Kentucky and Ohio.

There was little for the troops to do once they ar-
rived, as no National Guard unit ever crossed over
into Mexico. The 1% New Mexico Infantry and the
2nd Massachusetts Infantry were assigned to
Pershing’s Expedition, but held at Columbus, New
Mexico. The troops could only train and train some
more, which paid off when they were called up for
World War One. Starting late August soldiers who
were to start college in the fall were released and
slowly other units were sent home. There was till

some 66,000 National Guard troops on active duty,
primarily on the Mexican border, when the United
State issued a Declaration of War entering the First
World War on April 7, 1917.

Mail Service on the Border

The arrival of the National Guard troops in some lo-
cations overwhelmed the local mail system. The
Postal Office Department established temporary mili-
tary branch post offices to help correct the problem.
They had originally planed to establish eight branches,
but the one at Eagle Pass Texas was rescinded.
Branches were established at the following locations
between July 7" and September 15", 1916:

Cdexico, Cdifornig;
Bisbee, Arizong;
Deming, New Mexico;
Corpus Christi, Texas
El Paso, Texas
Laredo, Texas
Mercedes Texas.

The office at Mercedes was change to Liano Grande
Military Branch on August 24,1916 (figure 13).
Branch offices already designed to handle military
mail were the Military Branch in Douglas, Arizona,
established in April 1915; the 4" class post office at
Fort Bliss, which became abranch of El Paso on Sep-
tember 1% 1916; and, the San Antonio Post Office
established the Camp Wilson Branch in May, 1916.
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Figure 13. This post card displays a flag cancel from the LIano Grande Military Branch of

Mercedes, Texas, dated October 31, 1916.

When the Army entered World War One on April 7,
1917 most of these officeswere already closed. Dou-
glas, Arizonaand Laredo, Texas remained in service
until 1921.

Later Years, 1917-1920

The exit of the Punitive Expedition from Mexico and
the entry of the United States into World War One
did not decrease the border problem. In late 1917,
raidson ranchesalong the Rio Granderesulted intwo
pursuits into Mexico. In 1918 the raids and pursuits
continued, leading to a battle between Regular Mexi-
can Troops and US Army units at Nogales, Arizona
on August 27" Villaagain attacked Canrranzaforces
at Juarez, Mexico, across the river from El Paso on
June 14", 1919. After two Americanswerekilled and
several wounded by stray rounds, the Army again
crossed into Mexico to disperse Villa forces. There
were other border crossingsin 1919 and 1920 before
the border problem finally settled down.
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State
AL
AR
AZ
AZ
CA
CA
CA
(6(0)
FL
IL
LA
MO
MS
NJ
NM
NY
OH
OK
PA

TN
TX
TX
TX
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

Post Office
Montgomery
Little Rock
Bisbee
Douglas
Calexico
Sacramento
San Diego
Golden
Jacksonville
Springfield
Alexandria
Nevada
Jackson
SeaGirt
Deming
Beacon
Columbus
Chandler
Lebanon
Columbia
Nashville
Corpus Christi
Eagle Pass
El Paso

El Paso
Galveston
Galveston
Laredo
Mercedes
Mercedes
San Antonio

Branch Name
Military

Military

Military

Military

Military

Military

Barracks

Military

Military

Military

Military

Military

Military

Military

Military
Beekman Military
Camp Willis Military
Military

Military

Military

Military

Military

Military

Fort Bliss
Military
Station A
Military

Military

Liano Grande Military
Military

Camp Wilson Station

January 2001

Appendix A
Branch Post Offices Established 1911 to 1917 During the Border war with Mexico

Opened
June-23-16
July-3-16
Aug-31-16
April-5-15
July-13-16
June-20-16
Mar-18-11
July-3-16
June-24-16
June-23-16
June-27-16
June-27-16
June-30-16
June-23-16
Aug-?-16
June-23-16
June-24-16
June-23-16
June-23-16
June-23-16
June-23-16
Sept-15-16
June-27-16
Sept-1-16
July-7-16
Mar-11-11
Feb-28-13
July-10-16
Aug-31-16

May-15-16

Closed
Aug-31-17
Aug-10-16
Dec-31-16
June-1-21
July-31-17
July-3-16
June-17-11
Oct-20-16
Feb-14-18
July-5-16
Aug-16-16
1917
Nov-9-17
rescinded
Mar-12-17
Oct-14-16
Sept-9-16
Rescinded
July-10-16
Aug-10-16
Sept-23-16
Mar-28-17
rescinded
operating
Mar-6-17
June-30-11
Nov-1-13
Dec-31-21
May-5-17
Aug-31-16
Mar-24-17

57

Comments
to Military Branch South

to Jones Br.

no known postmark

To Johnston Branch

was Fort Bliss Post Office
at Fort Crockett

Changed to Texas City Military Br.

to Llando Grande Military
later Camp Funston
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MARYLAND DOANES PROJECT

Project Status Report (November 3, 2000)
By Gordon Katz
g.e.katz@worldnet.att.net

MD DOANES PROJECT Excel file

The MD DOANES PROJECT Excel file comprises two
spreadsheets. Thefirst spreadsheet, titled “Update”,
contains three tables. Thefirst table reproduces the
listing of Doane cancels reported for Maryland post
officesin United States Doanes, 1993, edited by Richard
W. Helbock. The second table, utilizing the same format
asthefirst, isacurrent inventory from the GEK reference
collection of U.S. posta history on postcards. The third
table, again in the same format, synthesizes the datafrom
the first two tables to produce a pro-forma updated listing
of Doane cancels used in Maryland post offices.

The second spreadshest, titled “POTENTIAL”, reflects
the results to date of an evolving effort to identify the
universe of Maryland post offices that might have been
issued and used a Doane canceling device. The data
elementsin this spreadsheet relating to the opening and
closing dates of Maryland post offices are substantially
drawn from The Postal History of Maryland, The
Delmarva Peninsula and The District of Columbia, 1984,
by Chester M. Smith, Jr. and John L. Kay. Post offices
for which a Doane cancel has been reported are identified
with the reported Doane type; al others show avalue of
“#N/A”. Thelist of Maryland post offices currently
shown on this spreadsheet was created by screening the
approximately 3,700 entriesin Smith and Kay’swork by
several criteria, most prominently date(s) of operation,
size and duplicative entries (e.g., name changes). This
effort hasresulted in alisting of 924 post offices at this
time. Additional censusinformation and researchis
required to further refine the listing.

Two characteristics used for the screening process were
based on areview of the 288 reported uses. Thefirstis
no Doane cancels have been reported for post offices
established after 15 May 1906. The second is no Doane
cancels have been reported for post offices discontinued
prior to 30 April 1907. Both of these observations have
single exceptions discussed under “ Anomalies’ below.
These two characteristics mirror the issuance dates for
Doane cancels described in Helbock’s work.

Updated Listing (Published below)

The updated listing table in the Update spreadsheet now
has 291 entries (288 unique) compared to the 1993 listing

of 272 entries (269 unique). The POTENTIAL spread-
sheet has 924 entries compared to the 440 reported as
“expected” in the 1993 listing. While the completion
percentage was estimated at 62% in 1993, | believe the
universe of Maryland post offices that used a Doane
cancel isprobably greater than previously estimated.
Thisbelief isbased in part on the results of the screening
process described in the preceding section. Itisalso
based on the addition of 19 post officesto the reported
list from the small samplein the reference collection
(289 total items, 118 unique). Thus, 16% of the unique
itemsin the reference collection are “ new” reported uses,
alarge percentage from such asmall sample. | believe
thisisagood indication that the potential universeis
greater than the 440 previously estimated.

All changesto previously reported valuesin the updated
listing table are in red and outlined. These changes
include post office spelling corrections, updated Doane
type and/or number and earliest and latest known uses.

Anomalies in the Updated Listing

There are 4 anomalies in the updated listing. These are
described below by post office. The post offices are
highlighted in green on the updated listing.

Fike - Theearliest reported use for this post office
(from the 1993 listing) is 8 February 1910. However,
Smith and Kay give a closing date of 30 April 1909 for
this post office.

Kitzmiller - The earliest reported use for this post
office (misspelled “Kitzmillerville” in the 1993 listing) is
given as 16 May 1908. Smith and Kay report this post
office as opening on 1 April 1908. Thiswould seem to
be alate date for the issuance of anew Doane cancel per
United States Doanes.

Marston - The 1993 listing showed an earliest use of
13 June 1906. However, per Smith and Kay, the Marston
post office closed 19 December 1899.

West Beaver Creek - The updated listing (taken from
the reference collection) shows the latest reported use as
6 December 1909. Smith and Kay report this post office
closed 28 October 1909. The postmark on the card in
the reference collection is clear; perhapsit isan error
date.
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Abingdon
Accokeek
Adamstown
Aiken
Alberton
Allen
Alpha
Amoss
Andersontown
Aquasco
Armiger
Ash
Ashland
Baden
Baldwin
Barnesville
Barstow
Belcamp
Bellevue
Beltsville
Benedict
Bengies
Berkley
Bethesda
Bethlehem
Bigpool
Bigpool
Bigspring
Bittinger
Bivalve
Blacks
Blake
Blythedale
Boonsboro
Bowie
Bozman
Braddock
Heights
Bradshaw
Bristol
Brooklandville
Brookview
Brownsville
Bucklodge
Buenavista
Burkittsville
Butler
Bynum
Carea
Carlos
Carrollton
Cascade
Castleton
Cavetown
Cayots
Cecilton
Chance
Charlestown
Charlton
Chase
Chattolanee
Chester
Childs
Church Creek
Churchton
Claiborne
Clarksville

Clayton
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Cloppers
Columbia

Cooksville
Cornersville
Cox
Crapo
Cross Roads
Cumberstone
Damascus
Dayton
Deal Island
Derwood
Detour
Dodson
Drayden
Dublin
Dunkirk
East New
Market
Eastport
Eccleston
Eckhart Mines
Eden
Edgewood
Ednor
Edwin
Elioak
Elk Mills
Elkridge
Ellwood
Etchison
Fair Play
Fairhill
Fairmount
Fallston
Fearer
Fike
Fishing Creek
Flintstone
Fork
Fowblesburg
Fowblesburg
Friendship
Fruitland
Fullerton
Galena
Gallant Green
Galoways
Gambrills
Garrett Park
Garrett Park
Garrison
Gary
Gilmore
Gilpin
Girdletree
Glen Morris
Glenarm
Glencoe
Glenelg
Glenn Dale
Glenville
Glenwood
Granite
Greenmount
Gwynnbrook
Halethorp
Harmans
Harold

NNNNWWNWOWNNWNNNNDNE

WNWWWWNNNNWWNWWNWWNWNNWWWNNENWWONNNORPNNWWONNWOWNDWNDWWND®W

Post Office Ty No

NNEN

N NN

AP WO NNEFEPEPNNDBADN

PR RPRRND®

NNNWNWRPRERPBRAONEDN

WkEk OoN

WWERPNWWNWWAWNOAOERERNE WWW

Earliest Known

D

6

27
31
7

23
29
29
27
17
11
12

24

27

14

26

11

22

= 00 o

28
29
22

19
10
30
17

o1 ©o

29
31
14

26
26

12
27

13
23
19
10
14

11

13
27

30

M
4
10
12
7
12
9
10
12
6

~

12

PR RO O
OoONDN N

o

N

=

@SN\I(DOJl\)Hl\)mmwbm\le\lbmew@@wN\lHWme

=
N

Year
1906
1911
1906
1907
1909
1910
1912
1905
1907
1907
1909
1907
1907
1908
1910
1908
1909

1906
1906
1908
1908
1907
1908
1909
1907
1906
1904
1913
1908
1906
1904
1906
1907
1906
1909
1910
1908
1908
1908
1906
1909
1906
1908
1906
1907
1907
1907
1909
1904
1907
1907
1907
1909
1908
1905
1907
1907
1906
1906
1906
1906
1909
1907
1908
1907
1905
1909
1908

Latest Known Notes

D M Year

13

13

28

17
30

15

10
23

25
21

13

17

11
30
24

25

25
30

30
10

11
23

[e¢]

31

9

12

12

(o]

10

12

1909

1911

1910
1909

1909

1910
1910

1916
1908

1911
1908
1909
1909

1908
1906

1908
1907

1910
1911

1911
1912
1910
1907

1909
1910

1905
1907
1910
1911

1917
1912

1910
1907
1907
1907
1909

1907
1912
1910
1907

59



January 2001 La Posta

Post Office Ty No Earliest Known Latest Known Notes Post Office Ty No Earliest Known Latest Known Notes
D M Year D M Year D M Year D M Year

Hartley 2 1 30 9 1907 Oakwood 2 2 30 7 1907 11 4 1908

Harwood 1 3 31 7 1909 Oedlla 2 3 19 7 1907 26 8 1907

Hayden 2 1 31 7 1905 30 7 1907 Olney 2 3 28 10 1907 22 7 1910

Highfield 3 3 20 3 1907 17 6 1910 Oraville 2 1 16 3 1906

Hillspoint 2 1 1 9 1906 1909 Paramount 3 1 14 5 1906 30 3 1907

Hobbs 3 3 1907 12 1 1912 Park Hall 2 2 23 12 1905 31 12 1910

Hyattstown 2 2 1905 4 9 1911 Parran 3 1 27 3 1908 27 6 1908

Hydes 3 3 27 12 1911 3 4 1914 Patuxent 2 1 1 12 1908 23 12 1908

ljamsville 2 3 7 9 1907 4 11 1912 Pearre 2 1 27 11 1908

Ironhill 2 3 1 9 1906 31 12 1907 Pearson 2 2 24 8 1907

Jarboesville 1 25 7 1906 Peninsula

Jarrettsville 3 4 23 7 1906 28 6 1911 Junction 3 2 24 9 1907 22 11 1910

Jefferson 2 1 22 11 1905 7 4 1909 Petersville 2 1 19 11 1907 6 10 1908

Jerusalem 3 1 9 9 1907 4 2 1910 Philopolis 3 4 13 2 1908 24 12 1909

Johnsville 2 1 7 9 1904 17 2 1909 Pindell 3 3 13 7 1910

Joppa 3 2 1 1 1906 21 7 1910 Piney Point 2 2 1 5 1911 1912

KeepTryst 3 3 2 11 1908 24 10 1910 Pinto 2 3 7 1 1908 6 4 1909

Kennedyville 3 5 16 4 1906 10 8 1909 Pleasanthill 2 1 22 11 1906

Kirkham 3 8 8 1906 Pomfret 2 2 18 4 1908

Kitzmiller 3 1 16 5 1908 2 Pomonkey 2 3 1 4 1910 15 4 1911

L akeshore 2 1 11 4 1908 16 12 1909 Popes Creek 2 8 4 1912

Lanham 3 2 1 2 1906 Port Tobacco 3 1 9 7 1910

Lantz 3 2 23 3 1908 1 6 1911 Prince

Lawsonia 2 2 10 3 1908 17 7 1911 Fredericktown3 4 20 8 1907 3 10 1908

Leeds 2 2 20 5 1908 Principio

LeGore 3 4 14 8 1906 2 3 1910 Furnace 3 3 13 7 1907 22 11 1911

Ledie 3 2 28 2 1910 Pylesville 3 4 8 8 1906 12 2 1908

Level 2 2 11 7 1905 Reckord 3 30 7 1908

Liberty Grove 3 3 22 6 1907 2 10 1911 ReidsGrove 3 1 20 11 1906 1907

Linden 2 2 6 7 1905 1911 Ridge 3 22 9 1908

Lisbon 2 2 1906 Riverdale 2 5 21 12 1905

LittleOrleans 3 4 3 8 1910 Roberts 3 2 22 6 1906 13 9 1909

LochRaven 3 2 1906 Rockawaking 3 1 18 7 1907 21 7 1913

Locust Grove 2 3 1906 1 11 1907 Rocks 3 5 25 11 1909

LongGreen 3 2 20 4 1908 11 10 1912 Rocksprings 2 1 4 10 1906

Loreley 2 1 23 10 1907 Rolphs 2 16 7 1908

Lothian 2 2 13 8 1907 12 8 1910 Roslyn 3 5 2 1 1908 1912

Lower Marlboro2 2 25 3 1907 1 9 1910 Rossville 2 2 29 12 1905 28 4 1908

Luke 3 5 1907 24 2 1912 Rover 3 1 26 3 1908 25 12 1913

Macton 2 1 13 6 1906 7 11 1906 Roxbury 3 1 14 2 1907 1909

Magnolia 3 3 1 1 1906 20 10 1911 Royal Oak 3 5 13 6 1908 18 11 1910

Manchester 3 1 13 12 1906 12 11 1912 Sabillasville 1 2 2 11 1903 11 5 1911

Mapleville 3 1 9 9 1907 4 4 1912 Saint Leonard 2 2 18 12 1909

Marley 3 1 9 11 1907 Salem 3 1 2 10 1908

Marston 2 13 6 1906 3 Sassafras 3 3 1906 23 10 1908

Marumsco 1 1 2 1 1906 3 7 1908 Scarff 3 1 1908 21 5 1910

Marydel 3 4 13 4 1906 Scotland 1 1 18 7 1906

Massey 2 3 29 5 1907 Secretary 3 3 28 12 1908

Maugansville 2 2 15 1 1907 20 12 1911 Sewell 3 2 29 8 1907

Maynard 1 2 22 4 1907 3 8 1907 Sharon 2 2 15 3 1907 30 3 1908

Mayo 2 3 19 6 1906 Sharptown 2 5 24 8 1908 1912

McConchie 3 2 8 7 1910 9 7 1910 Simpsonville 2 1 23 12 1909 9 7 1910

McCoole 2 1 15 5 1908 18 1 1910 Singer 2 1 30 11 1907 4 6 1908

McDaniel 2 5 26 7 1905 Singerly 2 2 30 12 1908

Medford 2 3 21 8 1906 12 12 1907 South River 1 12 10 1908

Middleburg 3 3 29 10 1906 3 3 1909 Spring Gap 2 2 9 1907

Middletown 2 12 27 9 1905 7 3 1906 Springhill 2 1 27 9 1911 6 10 1911

Millersville 2 18 7 1907 Springfield 2 1 14 4 1911

Millstone 3 26 2 1908 1915 Stoyer 2 1 10 10 1907 10 7 1909

Monkton 3 4 11 10 1906 4 5 1907 Street 3 4 11 1 1907 23 6 1910

Mount Rainier 2 1 1 8 1905 25 5 1908 Sutton 2 1 11 2 1908 1911

Mutual 3 2 8 5 1907 24 8 1908 Sylmar 2 3 13 8 1906 15 2 1908

National 2 1 18 2 1907 24 12 1907 Tolchester

Neavitt 3 1 14 8 1907 6 8 1915 Beach 3 2 15 7 1906 19 7 1915

New Germany 2 1 2 2 1907 13 5 1912 Travilah 2 2 8 1 1904

New Midway 3 3 24 12 1906 5 2 1923 Unionville 2 1 16 3 1905 4 6 1912

Norrisville 2 2 26 1 1907 14 9 1909 Unity 1908

North Branch 2 1 1908 30 8 1909 Upper Fairmount 3 4 1907 10 8 1908
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Post Office Ty No Earliest Known Latest Known Notes
D M Year D M Year
UpperFals 2 3 15 2 1904
Upperco 2 2 21 12 1908 23 8 1910
VdeSummit 3 2 7 3 1908 1909
Wakefield 2 1 4 1907
Waldorf 2 3 191 1909 26 6 1909
Walkers Switch2 1 24 12 1907 128 1911
Warren 2 2 18 3 1907
Warwick 2 3 29 11 1906 28 7 1910
Watersville 2 2 26 10 1909
West Beaver
Creek 2 1 279 1905 6 12 1909 4
West
Fiendstip 1 1 244 1908 7 3 101 La Posta Backnumbers
WestRiver 2 3 1 10 1906 26 7 1912
Weveton 3 2 18 1 1907 30 12 1909 Backnumbers of La Posta may be purchased
WhittMarsh 3 4 20 3 1907 28 12 1908 £
e h rom Sherry Straley, 2214 Arden Way
Wicomico 2 2 4 8 1909 ! .
Wilburn 3 1 255 1908 #199, Sacramento, CA 95825. An index of
w!::?rdssb g g ;i ? iggg fg g igg? all backnumbers through Volume 28 has been
illiamsburg . .
Willison 2 21 3 1907 completed by Danidl Y. M&ch?er andis
Wingate 2 3 238 1906 22 9 1909 available on the La Posta website at www.la-
Woodensburg 2 2 6 3 1907 1909 ) )
mmwdw"'f i ;g il 133; st 4 1910 To order backnumbers call Sherry at 916-
nne .
486-9339 or send her an E-mail at:
sherjohn@softcom.net
Notes:
1 Date reported after PO disc
2 Late date for new Doane
3 PO discin 1899

4 Date reported after PO disc
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DON'T MISS THE FUTURE
OF INTERNATIONAL MAIL

In this Space for

' JUSt $126 per Alex Gundel’s new pioneering book, Remail and the
I-_ h Globalization of the Mail Market, chronicles the
year processing, routes, and markings of international re-
.. mailerslike DHL and TNT since the 1980s. Over 450
(SIX ISSUGS) markings and covers are listed.
Richard Helbock, editor of La Posta, writes:
La Posta advertising reaches over 1,000 active “What (Gundel) has written is— from a postal
postal his[ory enthusiasts each issue. Why not history prespective — earth shaking! .... Remailing is without-
let us carry your message to the hobby’) a-doubt the shape of thingsto come. . . .” (OCt/N ov 2000
) ) review)
Write or e-mail
Cath Clark Price: $US 19.00 cash (APS members may remit by
at checks drawn on aU.S. bank). Price includes surface
P.O. Box 100, postage. For airmail post, add $US 10.00.
Chatsworth Island, NSW 2469 Australia Alex Gundel, Mainzer Str. 76,
cath@la-posta.com D-50678 Cologne, Ger many.

E-mail: alexander.gundel@dIr.de
http: //mmw.dlr.de/~agundel/remail .htm
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The Post Offices of Oldham County, Kentucky

by Robert M. Rennick

Idham, one of Louisville'stwo fastest grow-

ing suburban counties, lies just northeast of

Jefferson County. LaGrange, its seat, isonly
twenty-four road miles from downtown Louisville,
vial-71. The 1990 Census counted some 33,300 resi-
dentsin Oldham’s 190 square miles. Itsareaisdrained
by the Ohio River and its two historically important
branches, Harrods and Eighteenmile Creeks and by
two equally historic streamsin the Salt River system,
Floyd's Creek and Curry’s Fork of Floyd's.

The 74th of Kentucky’s counties, Oldham was cre-
ated on December 15, 1823 from parts of Jefferson,
Henry, and Shelby Counties. It was named for Col.
William Oldham (1753-1791), a native of Berkeley
County, Virginia, who settled at the future Louisville
in 1779 and was killed by Indians at the infamous
battle of St. Clair's Defeat. In January 1833 that part
of Oldham east of Floyds Fork wasreturned to Shelby
County, making that stream the dividing line between
these two counties. Some of Oldham'’s northeastern
territory waslost to the new Trimble County in 1837.
Oldham assumed its present boundaries in March
1856.

The notable issue in early Oldham County’s history
was the establishment of its permanent seat. It took
fourteen years for the citizens of this county to de-
cide on its location. On June 1, 1824 the committee
appointed to locate “the most convenient and suit-
able” place for the seat recommended the establish-
ment of atown to be called Lynchburg on fifty acres
of John Button’s farm. This has not been precisely
located but is believed to have been in the vicinity of
the future Eighteenmile Church, just south of US 42!
and four miles north-northwest of LaGrange. Oppo-
sition to Lynchburg by Ohio River residents led to
theimmediate rel ocation of the seat to George Varble's
home near the already established river town of West
Port. Here the first court session was held on Febru-
ary 16, 1824. The seat remained at West Port till July
1827 when it wasremoved to LaGrange. Nine months
later it was returned to West Port where it stayed till
1838 when it moved to LaGrange for good.

Since the court never met at Lynchburg contempo-
rary historians remind us that this place cannot actu-
ally be considered the county’ sfirst seat. Yet thetown
was officially established and may have beenlaid out.

It even had an official post office, between 1824 and
1826, though it is not known who managed it or if it
operated at all.

Most of the twenty-three post offices discussed be-
low will be located by road miles from the junction
of Ky 53 and 146 in downtown LaGrange.

Westport, Oldham'’s oldest town, still maintains the
county’sfirst post office, but only afew dozen homes,
a church, and a couple of stores. On September 3,
1796 Joseph Dupuy and Harmon Bowman announced
through the Kentucky Gazette, then the state's only
newspaper, their intent to lay out the town of Liberty
at the mouth of Eighteenmile Creek. By thetimethey
actually purchased this 300 acre site (part of Elijah
Craig'sthousand acre Treasury warrant) in June 1797,
they were calling it West Port.2 This is believed to
have referred to the town's earliest aspirations as a
river port for the area’ strade with the Northwest Ter-
ritory. These were soon realized with thelocation here
of alanding and warehouse by 1800.

By the 1840s West Port had become abusy industrial
town, steamboat landing, and shipping port, even en-
joying an early rivalry with Louisville. Its decline
began with the arrival of the railroad through
LaGrange in the early 1850s which attracted com-
merce away from the river. The post office was es-
tablished, as West Port, in 1815, with Hugh Luckie,
postmaster, but had become Westport by mid century.

Floydsburg, which had Oldham'’s second post office,
was aso a once prosperous town that was bypassed
by the railroad. In 1851 the Louisville and Frankfort
(later the L ouisvilleand Nashville) Railroad was com-
pleted through what became Crestwood, only amile
away. Floydsburg was founded at or near one of the
several pioneer stations built by the Virginia-born
surveyor Col. John Floyd (1750-1783). Its post of-
fice was established on May 12, 1822 with Elijah
Yager, postmaster, but operated only till mid-Novem-
ber 1861. Now the town site, on Ky 1408, 9 ¥amiles
southwest of LaGrange, has only a small store, a
church, and some homes.

Now but asmall crossroads village at the junction of
Ky 329 and the Old Zaring Road, 7 % miles south-
west of LaGrange, Brownsboro wasoncethe county’s
main industrial and commercial center till it too was
bypassed by the railroad. It developed around atrad-
ing post and Callahan's Tavern, a stage stop at the
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junction of two pioneer roads. The name, as
Brownsborough, possibly honoring Kentucky’s first
senator, John Brown (1757-1837), was first applied
to the post office established in 1824 and was then
bestowed on the town when it was chartered in 1830.
In 1838 the town was an unsuccessful contender with
LaGrange for the transfer of the county seat from
Westport. So enervating wasthisloss, apparently, that
thetown’s charter wasrepealed in 1840. Yet the com-
munity persevered; by the late nineteenth century it
had become an important producer of apparel, saddles,
and farm implements. Even today it still has several
stores, a community center, three churches, and a
couple of quarriesjust west of the crossroads. But the
office closed in mid-January 1908.3

The sons of James and Isabella Ballard of
Spottsylvania, Virginiasettled early in Oldham County
and gave their name to the viable village of
Ballardsville. Thomas (1789-1865) was among the
county’s first Justices of the Peace, while Addison
(1799-1879) was to represent the county in the State
Legidature in the 1830s and 40s. The village, cen-
tered at thejunction of Ky 22 and 53, four miles south-
southeast of LaGrange, was chartered as a town in
January 1838. Its post office operated between 1825
and 1903. James Goslee was probably the first post-
master.

Five short-lived antebellum post offices have not been
located. For afew monthsin 1826 a post office of this
name served Fisher’s Tanyard about which nothing
else is known. From February 3, 1827 till sometime
in 1829 Mitchell R. Overstreet operated the
LaFayetteville post office in his store probably three
miles south of LaGrange. Storekeeper John Wheeler
ran the Wheeler’s Store post office between January
3, 1833 and mid-March 1834. The Allan Grove post
office was maintained by Frederick B. Culver from
May 8, 1839till late March of thefollowing year. Then
therewas Kelly'sLanding (on theriver?) which John
Kelly ran between March 2, 1852 and February 1853.

The inexplicably named Centreburg post office, op-
erating from November 7, 1839 through 1845, was a
forerunner of the community of Centrefield and its
post office of Worth. Thomas Dunaway was the first
of Centreburg's four postmasters. On February 18,
1850 the office was re-established as Centrefield with
Martin Demoss, postmaster, but closed in September
1871. While the community that developed around it
remained Centrefield (and later became Centerfield),
the officewasagain re-established, on March 16, 1883,

La Posta

and named Worth probably for the local storekeeper
and its first postmaster Allen Worth Brown (son of
Jackson J. Brown, Centreburg’s third postmaster). It
closed for good in 1903. Thisviable community, still
known as Centerfield (Worth was only applied to its
post office), centersat the junction of Ky 22 and 392,
six miles south-southwest of LaGrange. Its severa
businesses, a school, and Mt. Tabor Church serve
growing residential subdivisions.

Several key towns and their post offices grew up
around stations on the Louisville and Frankfort (later
the L& N) Railroad which was completed through the
county in 1851.

One of these was LaGrange. With a1990 population
of some 3,800, the county’s seat isnow afourth class
city centered at the junction of Ky 53 and 146 and
just north of 1-71. Its sitewas acquired and settled by
Major William Berry Taylor before 1800 and wasfirst
called The Cross Roads for it was the junction of
pioneer routes connecting Louisville with the Blue-
grass and West Port with Shelbyville. In 1827 Magjor
Taylor’soffer of thissitefor the rel ocation of the court
house from West Port was accepted. A town wasthen
created and named by Taylor for the country estatein
France of General L aFayette with whom he had been
impressed on the Frenchman’srecent visit tothe area.
But after only nine months the county’s court was
returned to West Port whereit remained till 1838 when
LaGrange became the permanent seat. In January
1840 the town wasincorporated. The LaGrange post
office was established in 1827 probably with Tho-
mas Berry asits first postmaster.

The short-lived (October 13, 1851 through 1853)
Clores Depot post office may have served one of the
first stations on the new rail line. The first of itstwo
postmasters, Richard Clore, was a descendant of one
of six brothers from Virginia who, after a short stay
at what became L ouisville, settled permanently inthe
vicinity of Brownsborough. Actually, Clore had es-
tablished his post office on January 9, 1851, before
the completion of therailroad, asHinkleburg (possi-
bly for another family), about which nothing isknown.
Nor isknown thesite of thisearlier post office.* From
mid-nineteenth century maps it appears that Clore's
Depot wasat or closeto the site of the future Camden
(see below).

Thefirst of Oldham’stownsto actually be developed
arounditsrailroad station was, at itsfounding in 1852,
called Smith’s Station. It was most likely named for
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and probably by itsdeveloper, Henry S. Smith (1802-
1883), the son of a pioneer settler from whom he had
acquired much of the site. The post office was estab-
lished on February 8, 1856 with Henry’s son and then
station agent, Charles Franklin Smith, as postmaster.
It was not, however, named for the station but, like
the community itself shortly thereafter, was given the
name Pewee Valley.

The story of its naming has fascinated area residents
and others ever since. According to the most popular
account, aless prosaic hamewas being sought for the
new post office when the distinctive call of a wood
pewee, a bird common to the area, was heard, and
everyone agreed this would make a good name. Yet
no one can explain why Valley was tacked on to the
name since the community lies on an elevation. The
town wasincorporated in 1870, and by theturn of the
century had become afamous resort with alarge ho-
tel and two colleges. It istoday afifth classcity, with
a1990 population of 1,200 and an active post office,
lying just short of the Jefferson County lineand eleven
rail and road miles southwest of LaGrange.

Just northeast of Pewee Valley is Crestwood. It too
developed around a station with another name,
Beards, on asite donated by its name source, Joseph
M. Beard. Its post office, established on July 2, 1857,
as Beard's Station, with Owen Dorsey, postmaster,
was shortened to Beard in December 1880. After
awhile railroad men got to calling the station Whis-
kers, and while this was accepted by old-time resi-
dents, newcomersfrom Louisvillein the early 1900s
were not so tolerant. Fearing ridicule, they succeeded
in getting the name of the station and community
changed to Crestwood. The post office too took this
new name on December 9, 1909. No one knowswhy
this inapt name was chosen, for, as the late county
historian, Lucien V. Rule, once pointed out, the place
was then not at the crest of anything. Now this sixth
classcity with an active post office and a(1990) popu-
lation of 1,435, centersat the junction of Ky 22, 146,
and 329, nine miles southwest of LaGrange.

Brownsboro Station, the next to be established, was
nearly three rail miles north of Beard's-Crestwood,
a the junction of the present Ky 146 and Glenarm
Road. Its post office, established on February 26,
1862, with James Campbell, postmaster, was named
for the station which served the town of Brownsboro,
two miles west. But within ten weeks, while the sta-
tion remained Brownsboro, the post office namewas
changed to theinexplicable Peru. In April 1906, how-
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ever, both station and post office adopted the name
Glenarm, alegedly on the suggestion of aMr. Telford
whose family had come from the North Channel town
of Glenarm in County Antrim, Ireland. The post of-
fice closed at the end of November 1920, and now
only some homes mark the site.

The present village of Buckner, which still has its
post office, began as Buckner’s Station, some three
rail and road miles southwest of LaGrange. The sta-
tion and the post office, established on January 3,
1867, with storekeeper William A. Campbell, thefirst
postmaster, were named for the family of local land-
owner Coleman Buckner (1797-1852). By the time
in mid-December 1880 that the post office had be-
come simply Buckner, the community growing up
around it had asawmill, two distilleries, several stores
and shops, awagonworks, hotel, and grain and live-
stock deal erships. Now the community, which extends
for amile along Ky 146 and the tracks, is the site of
the county’s consolidated high and middle schools
and two lumber companies. Midway between Buckner
and LaGrange is the State Reformatory.

The last rail station with a post office to be estab-
lished was Camden. This was midway between the
Beard’sand Brownsboro Stations and may have been
named for William Camden Hays, whosefather, store-
keeper Hiram Rowe Hays, began the post office on
March 28, 1879. Beforethe office closed in early April
1898 it was serving at least two general storesand a
nearby flour mill. Now there is nothing there but a
few homes and Klein's nursery.

A mileor so north of Smith’'s Station (Pewee Valley),
on what is now Ky 22, was the early settlement of
Rollington. Thisis said to have been settled around
1810 by the family of Michagl Smith, Smith Station
Henry's father. Edward Smith established the post
office in 1831 but as Rowlington, though in early
postal records it was also spelled Bowlington. The
office closed in late July 1835 but the community
continued at least till the Civil War with a tavern,
sawmill, church, and school, and the name was later
applied to the local voting precinct. While contem-
porary historians feel certain that Rollington is cor-
rect, they cannot account for the name in any spell-
ing. No Ralling, Rowling, or even Bowling families
are listed in nineteenth century county records. To-
day this neighborhood, some 10 %2 miles southwest
of LaGrange, has about adozen homesthat arenot in
mint condition.
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Around 1790 the brothers Thomas and Daniel Trigg
came down the Ohio River by flatboat to take posses-
sion of some land their father had recently acquired
from the Hugh Mercer heirs. Finding the second half
of their long trip from Pennsylvania quite harmoni-
ous as compared with the earlier stage of their jour-
ney, they called the place of their arrival Harmony
Landing.® By 1815 the Landing had acquired astore,
two warehouses, several shops, and some forty resi-
dents, and had become afairly prosperousriver port.
Its post office was established as Harmony Landing
on January 1833 with William Duerson, Jr., postmas-
ter.

In early January 1851, when George Gosney became
postmaster, the office was moved 2 % (road) miles
east to the new community of Saltillo. The latter had
been named by returning veterans of the Battle of
BuenaVistafor the north Mexican town near the battle
site. But the post office was given the name Goshen
for the local church that was organized in 1825 by
the Rev. Gideon Blackburn®, and soon the commu-
nity too became Goshen. Today Goshen, on US 42,
13 ¥2mileswest of LaGrange, till hasits post office
and church, and a store, and is across the road from
the subdivision called Harmony Lakes Estates.

Meanwhile, Harmony Landing continued as ariver
port into the 1920s, then declined to almost nothing
till, in the mid-1960s, it experienced a revival. Now
that area has boat buildings and maintenance shops,
aMartin-Marietta plant, asand and gravel operation,
and several real estate developments like Harmony
Village, named for the landing half a mile north.

The village of Skylight is 3 ¥ miles northeast of
Goshen, alsoon US42. It wasfirst called Tippecanoe,
shortly after that famous battle, by early settlers who
had served with General Harrison. On February 7,
1854 the local post office was established as
Oldhamburgh, probably named for the county, with
William Ladd, Jr., postmaster. It closed in late Au-
gust 1870. When John Willis Barrackman sought to
re-establish the officein 1888 he suggested it becalled
Ruby. But, instead, it operated between April 6 of
that year and mid-May 1925 as Skylight. According
to local tradition, after several very dreary days the
sunfinally brokethrough the clouds prompting some-
one to observe “how light the sky is getting.”

Just north of where we think Lynchburg would have
been, near the site of the old Belle Rose School, was
the short-lived post office of Belle Rose. The office,
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served only by ThomasR. Hicks, Jr. From March 19,
1866 through April 1868, may have been named for
W. Lindsay’s stock farm shown on the 1879 Beers
map as Bell Rose. (Or could it have been the other
way around?) Some old maps show the school as be-
ing just north of the Eighteenmile Church.

Finally, there was the post office of Oldham, but this
was not named for the county. William G. Foree es-
tablished this office on March 30, 1880 to serve what
wasthen called Oldham’sLanding on the Ohio River,
just below the mouth of Patton’s Creek. The name
sourcewas probably A.J. Oldham, theresident owner.
In 1907 the office was moved 1 %2 miles south to the
mouth of Harris Branch of Eighteenmile Creek, some
three road miles east-northeast of Westport, where it
continued to operate till 1939.

Conclusion

Six of Oldham County’s twenty-three post office are
current. LaGrange, Pewee Valley, and Crestwood
serve three of the county’s five incorporated places.
The sixth class cities of River Bluff and Park Lake
have no post offices of their own. Goshen, Westport,
and Buckner continue to serve currently unincorpo-
rated communities. Only four other officesareknown
to have served villages in the past. Most of the rest
werelocated at or near astore, school, and/or church.

Local or area people gave their namesto nine offices
while non-local celebrities accounted for two others.
Three offices were given descriptive or geographic
names. Two were named for distant places, and to
four were transferred the names of nearby features (a
grove, a church, a landing, and a farm). Four have
unknown derivations. Five offices have still not been
located.

The names of two offices were not those first pro-
posed for them. Two served communities with other
names. Four had nhame-changes.

FOOTNOTES

1 Button is known to be buried in a small cemetery
on US 42, just east of Smith’s Lane.

2Helen Fairleigh Giltner, Westport, Louisville, 1947.

% Several mid-1820s court records referring to a
Brownsville may have meant Brownsboro. By thelate
nineteenth century, postal and other records were
spelling the name Brownsboro.

4Lloyd’s 1863 map locatesaHinkleville between the
railroad and Curry’s Fork, southeast of Brownsboro.
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> Wallace T. Hood of Prospect, Ky., in aletter to the
writer, July 8, 1980.

6 George R. Stewart, in his American Place Names
(New York: Oxford University Press, 1970, P. 184)
wrote of the Biblical Goshen: “The land which the
Israelitesinhabited in Egypt is described in the bible
chiefly asacountry for sheep, though other products
areasoimplied. Onthisscanty evidence, early Ameri-
cans began to apply the name for commendatory rea-
sons to places which they believed to have rich sail,
or so wished othersto believe. . .."
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Figure 1 This cover displays a Browns Park, Utah Territory, manuscript cancel tying Scott’s #210. It dates

from about 1885.

The Browns Park, Utah, Post Office

by DennisH. Pack

The names of some Western communities fire the
imagination with the images of outlaws and ranch-

ers, fur trappersand Indians. Browns
Park, Utah, whose manuscript mark-

ing is shown in figure 1, is one of [

these. First known as Browns Hole,
Browns Park is located in extreme

northeastern Utah and extends into |

southern Wyoming and western Colo-
rado (Map 1). It wasawintering place
for Native Americans, and became
home to fur trappers licensed by the
Mexican government to trap there
before Utah became part of the United

States. They built Fort Davy Crockett ¥
in 1837, which was also known as |

Fort Misery. Noted explorer Major

John Wesley Powell passed through |

the areain 1869 and 1871, renaming
it Browns Park.

Outlaws, including Butch Cassidy
and the Wild Bunch, holed up there
after their escapades. It was anatural

hiding place because of its seclusion which lastseven
to this day. In 1880, John Jarvie, arancher, settled at
anatural crossing of the Green River in Browns Park,
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Map 1. Browns Park (arrow) shown in the northeast corner of Utah
Territory on a portion of the Surveyor General’s Map of 1884.
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where he established aferry, astore
and aranch. Figure Two showsone
of the original buildingswhich has
been restored by the US Bureau of
Land Management. The store con-
tained the Browns Park Post Office.

After visiting the Jarvie property,
which is open to the public from
May to October, the author became
curiousabout what US Government
records could tell about the post
office and its relative importance |
among other post offices in the
area. He consulted three records:
The Register of Appointment of
Postmasters for Utah 1837-1971, ek o
The Postal Bulletin, known then as AR
the Daily Bulletin of Orders Affect-
ing the Postal Service, and the Of-
ficial Register of the United States,
which listed the compensation of postmasters until
1911. Theinformation these sources contain does not
aways agree.

The Register of Appointments indicates that John
Jarvie was not the first person appointed postmaster
of Browns Park. The Browns Park Post Office was
established 23 October 1878, with Jno [John] Parson
listed as postmaster. The post officeislisted asbeing
established in Summit County, which covered the
northeastern corner of Utah until 1880, with a note,

Figure 2. Recent photo showing the site of Browns Park post office.
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probably added later, “in Uintah County”. Browns
Park isnow in Daggett County, which was established
in 1917.

Under Uintah county, the Register of Appointments
reports that John Jarvie was appointed postmaster of
Browns Park 14 February 1881, and that the post of-
fice was discontinued 8 June 1887, with mail ad-
dressed to Browns Park to be sent to Ashley.

Table 1
Browns Park Ashley Vernal Ouray White Rocks*
1879 . .
——————— No listing for any of these post offices -------
1881 24.98 19.19 Not open No listing 14.11
1883 109.93 392.69 Not open 18.82 75.94
1885 185.30 231.38 Not open 16.50 97.04
1887 No listing 271.29 147.97 49.91 158.06
1889 Not open 126.14 322.32 48.37 89.84

*White Rocks was established as Uintah Valley in 1878. The name was changed to White Rocks in 1879.
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The Daily Bulletindid not start publication until 1880,
sothefirst entry it containsregarding BrownsPark is
for the appointment of John Jarvie as postmaster.
Bulletin 328, dated 29 March 1881, reportsthat Jarvie
was appointed postmaster of Browns Park and that
his commission was sent 28 March 1881. The differ-
ence in dates reflects the need of a postmaster ap-
pointee to post a bond before taking office. Bulletin
2215, dated 12 June 1887, confirms that the Browns
Park Post Office was discontinued 8 June 1887, with
mail to Ashley.

Given its remoteness, one might wonder how much
mail was handled by the Browns Park Post Office.
Postmasters were paid according to the amount of
business at their post office, so postmaster compen-
sation gives a comparable measure of the amount of
mail handled by different offices. Table 1 shows post-
master compensation from the Official Register for
Browns Park and other communities in northeastern
Utah.

Browns Park appearsto be areasonably active office
the short time it was open. Ashley was the county
seat, so it would be expected to be more active. There
are many Utah post offices in the Official Register
with less postmaster compensation than Browns Park.
The spread of Utah postmaster compensationin 1883,
the mean listing for Browns Park, is shown in Table
2.

Table 2
Number of Post Postmaster
Offices Compensation
70 $0-49
41 $50-99
42 $100-199
59 $200+

Of course, postmaster compensation alone does not
dictate the value of a post office’s postmarks. The
length of time an office operated, the likelihood that
markingsfrom it were saved and the demand for mark-
ings from that office greatly affect the market. Even
though the Browns Park Post Office was relatively
busy, it only operated for a short period of time, and
not many markingsfrom it appear to have been saved.
Richard Helbock’s Western Post Officeslists Browns
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Park with a scarcity of seven on a scale of one to
nine. Lloyd Shaw lists is as a scarcity of nine on a
scale of oneto ten in Utah Post Offices.

What happened to John Jarvie? He was murdered
during arobbery of his storein 1909. His murderers
were never apprehended.

The Jarvie ranch passed through several hands be-
fore being sold to the Nature Conservancy in 1982.
They leased the property to the Bureau of Land Man-
agement until the BLM aobtained sufficient funds to
purchase it. The Jarvie property is a window to the
past, to a time of fur trappers and outlaws, and to a
post office that served travelers and rancherswith the
simple cancel “Browns Park, Utah”.

Specia thanksto Phil Bansner for permission to show
the postmark in figure 1.

HISTORICAL SOURCES CONSULTED:

“John Jarvie Historic Property,” a leaflet published
by the Bureau of Land Management, Vernal Field
Office, n.d.

Doris K. Burton, A History of Uintah County. Utah
Centennial County Series. Utah State Division of
History: Salt Lake City, c. 1995.

Cynthia Larsen Bennett, Roadside History of Utah.
Mountain Press Publishing Co.: Missoula, 1999.
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Post Office Data Bases include all the information available in our popular State Checklist series with
separate fields for Post Office, County, State, Dates of Operation, and Scarcity Index. Sort post offices
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Alaska (542 offices) $11.95 Nebraska (2,764 offices) $17.95
Arizona (887 offices) $11.95 Nevada (709 offices) $11.95
California(4,278 offices) $24.95 New Hampshire (897 offices) $11.95
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Illinois (5,358 offices) $27.95 Oregon (2,179 offices) $14.95
lowa (3,984 offices) $24.95 Rhode Island (245 offices) $11.95
Kansas (4,232 offices) $24.95 South Dakota ( 1,989 offices) $14.95
Maine (2,152 offices) $14.95 Texas (7,895 offices) $34.95
M assachusetts (1,332 offices) $11.95 Utah (810 offices) $11.95
Michigan (4,504 offices) $24.95 Washington (2,287 offices) $14.95
Minnesota (3,741 offices) $24.95 Wisconsin (3,806 offices) $24.95
Montana (2,075 offices) $14.95 Wyoming (1,002 offices) $11.95
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West Virginia Research Papers by Alyce Evans

TYLER COUNTY FRIENDLY

UNION DISTRICT HEW MATAMORAS QUAD(G 14)
L94BEOE  4373B00N  gs0°

ESTABLISHED 15 Oct 1B83-0F

1920 Pop. - 173

%
17th ecunty created J
Fr Wa Harvey Lutes 18 Sep 1883: -
ON RT 12098 fr Wheeling to Pksbg. Contractor is C H Booth. ¥
WILL increase travel each way500wds. LONG REACH-3 mis
LITTLES MILLS5-6 mi E OHRR-FRIEWDLY 5TA.-30" FOP-100 families.

s EFEEEETE

Fr C L Moreis for site change 1914: PO on E side of BsO=-64'fr track
SISTERSVILLE-5 mi H  OHID R-150"W

#a kA RS

POCTMASTERS ¢

WM H LUTES 15 Oct 1883 JAMES C THORM 15 Mar 1918
CLEMENT B OWENS 0 Aug 18BT JOSEPH C HAYE(d 9/35) 9 Jun 1921
JOHN L SWEEMEY B Apr 18BY MRS LULA GRIFFIN(r 59) 5 Feb 1936
HUGH THORM 1 Hay 1893 JESSIE F BUCKANAN 28 Jul 1959
CLEMENT B OWENS 23 Jun 1894 LEOHARD B HWORTHCRAFT 2 Kam 1960
JOSERPH C HAYS B How 887 MRS VA L WILSOH 8 Dec 1961
WM 4 WOODBURH 30 Har |902 MRS VA L EDDY 14 Jun 1963
CREED L MORRIS 2] Sep 1914

Named for Friend Cochrane Williamson, grandson of an early settler Thomas Williamson
1970 Census - 190

| T S

i % .

Real photo view of Friendly showi n CL. Morris- &_S(.)-r.whstore, railroad station, train and oil
well (far left). Card is postmarked February 3, 1912. Samp removed.
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Top: Postmaster’s sketch of Friendly's location, at the head of a long straight section of the Ohio River Valley known

since George Washington's explorations as “ Long Reach.” Tracings are from the signatures of various postmasters for

comparison to manuscript notations on covers. Bottom: Portion of 1898 USPOD registered package envel ope used

to forward registered mail from one office to another and to track the mail.
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Secial Delivery
cover postmarked
Friendly, Sept. 13,
1898, and ad-
dressed to
Lincolnville, Pa.
Notation on cover
reads, " PM. If the
partie addressed is
not found in the
City forward to the
(Fair Grounds at
Oil City Pa)”

Reverse of the
special delivery
cover showing
transit marks and
receiving mark.
Evidently the
cover did not have
to be forwarded.

After five dagm retumn L

KIRKBRIDE & WOOLEY
Dealara in

Country Produce

FRIEMDLY, WEST VA,

WeRa UH;“G'E'I';
ReFeDla Friendly, W.Va.

Illustrated advertising cover from Kirkbride & Wboley, dealersin furs and hides, postmarked Friendly in
1927.
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| will executeto
your exact
specifications
accuratetracings
of plain or fancy
postmarks,
cancels and maps.
My work has

appeared in La Posta in both the Washington
Territorial postmark series by Richard A. Long and the
19th Century Colorado postmark series by Richard

Frajola.

If you' ve been thinking of apostmark catalog
project, or any research which requires well-executed
postmarks or maps for illustrations, but do not have
the time required to accomplish the tracings, drop me a
line or give me acall with the particulars, and | will

give you aquote.

Jane Dallison

P. O. Box 296, Langlois, OR 97450
(541) 348-2813
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Only 5 cents per word delivers your message to the
largest and best informed group of postal historians in
America
Word Count 1 issue 3 issues 6 issues
1-25 $1.25 $3.12 $5.94
26-30 $1.50 $3.75 $7.14
31-35 $1.75 $4.35 $8.28
36-40 $2.00 $4.98 $9.48
41-45 $2.25 $5.61 $10.68
46-50 $2.50 $6.24 $11.88
51-55 $2.75 $6.84 $13.02
56-60 $3.00 $7.47 $14.22
61-65 $3.25 $8.10 $15.42
66-70 $3.50 $8.73 $16.62
71-75 $3.75 $9.33 $17.76
76-80 $4.00 $9.96 $18.96
81-85 $4.25 $10.59 $20.16
86-90 $4.50 $11.22 $21.36
91-95 $4.75 $11.82 $22.50

ANNOUNCEMENTS TOWNS: WANTED

WWW.TOWNCANCEL.COM is the newest
Postal History website. There are currently
17 states online and more coming. Do you
collect State Postal History, Doane Cancels
or cancels of any kind? Check out this site.
Also, up to date Doane Lists of Georgia, Min-
nesota and Wisconsin are online. Gary
Anderson, P.O. Box 600039, St. Paul, MN
55106 [32-3]

CARDS & COVERS: FOR
SALE

COVER LIQUIDATION - Postal History
Territorials, DPOs, Prexies, Airmails, Older
FDCs and much more. References please.
Peterson, Box 17463, Holiday, UT 84117 [31-
6]

CARDS & COVERS: FOR
SALE

US POSTAL HISTORY, mostly 1900 to
present, RPO’s, machines, more, please in-
quire. Color scans free. Paul Bourke, PO Box
125, Ashland, MA 01721
PaddyBGood@aol.com [32-2]

SUNNY ALBERTA — Alberta town cancels
and postal history. Territorial period forward.
Also Edmonton and Alberta small town card
views, advertising covers, corner cards --
“anything Alberta”. Keith R. Spencer, 5005
Whitemud Road, Edmonton, Alberta,
CANADA T6H 5L2 [32-2]

CALIFORNIA: MENDOCINO County to
1900: Albion, Casper, Cleone, Cuffy’s Cove,
Elk, Fish Rock, Fort Bragg, Gualala,
IngInook, Kibesillah, Little River, Mendocino,
Miller, Navaro, Navaro Ridge, Noyo, Noyo
River, Point Arena, Punta Arenas, Rock Port,
Usal, Westport and Whitesboro. Send pho-
tocopies or priced on approval. Don East
(APS, WCS) P.O. Box 301, Little River, CA
95456 [31-6]

CALIFORNIA - KERN & IMPERIAL County
covers and cards. Especially interested in
Bakersfield corner cards. Send description
or photocopies and prices to John Williams,
887 Litchfield Ave., Sebastopol, CA 95472
[33-6]

CALIFORNIA - SAN BERNARDINO MTNS,
cancels or post cards. Valley of the Moon,
Incline, Moonlake, Switzerland, Crestline,
etc. Russ Keller, P.O. Box 3499, Crestline,
CA 92325 (909) 338-8232 [31-6]

TOWNS: WANTED

WANTED-WASHINGTON, D.C. covers
bearing the Eagle Carrier stamp of 1861. Carl
Stieg, 260 Merrydale Rd, Apt 15, San Rafael,
CA 94903 [32-2]

IDAHO PANHANDLE: Benewah, Bonner,
Boundary, Clearwater, Idaho, Kootenai, La-
tah, Lewis, Nez Perce, and Shoshone Coun-
ties. Interested in all postmarks and other
postal history items. Send photocopies or
priced on approval. Write or e-mail for post
office lists. | will pay all copying or mailing
costs. Peter Larson, 5301 Robinson Park
Rd., Moscow, ID 83843, Tel 208-883-8297,
e-mail plarson@wsu.edu. [31-5

LOUISIANA and other mid-Gulf Coast states.
Stamped/stampless, etc., postal history
(1790-1920). Individual items/entire corre-
spondences. Ron Trosclair (APS), 1713 Live
Oak St., Metairie, LA 70005-1069, PH: (504)
835-9611 [32-5]

NEBRASKA TERRITORIAL covers (before
Mar 1, 1867) wanted for my personal collec-
tion. Write or send copies. Ken Stach, 15 N.
Morning Cloud Circle, The Woodland, TX
77381 [32-3]

NORTH DAKOTA: all postal history wanted
from territorial to modern. Send photocopies
or on approval. Gary Anderson, P.O. Box
600039, St. Paul, MN 55106 [32-5]

OKLAHOMA - Oklahoma (City) Flag cancel
A38 State Capital Station (1921-1923). Harry
Blackman, 2200 Warwick PI., Fort Smith, AR
72903 [32-1]

SOUTH DAKOTA Territorial and Statehood
covers wanted for my personal collection.
Write or send copies. Ken Stach, 15 N. Morn-
ing Cloud Circle, The Woodland, TX 77381
[32-3]

TEXAS - Harlingen, Texas Flag Cancel A14,
1916-1917. Harry Blackman, 2200 Warwick
Pl., Fort Smith, AR 72903 [32-1]

|

NOTE:

EXPIRATION DATE SHOWN
AT END OF EACH AD, i.e.,
[31- 6], MEANS AD WILL
EXPIRE WITH THIS ISSUE.

AD DEADLINE FOR NEXT
ISSUE:

January 20, 2001
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TOWNS: WANTED

WEST POINT, NEW YORK covers --
stampless to 1890 -- wanted for personal col-
lection. Send on approval or photocopies.
Prompt response promised. Richard Helb-
ock, P. O. Box 1615, Copmanhurst, NSW
2460 Australia [31-6].

WISCONSIN - WAUSAU (1850+) Would
anyone have early covers,

with special cancels on the /vu 5‘4
letter? Looking for the oc- [ ﬁUG c
tagon cancel which was ‘ fhf,? :
used in 1870s to 1880s. \ ]ﬁ"\)
Would you have any \...':';'5,,}
DPOs of Marathon

County? Advise, with copy of cover or cov-
ers and price. APS Life Member. William
Grosnick, Sr., 833 11th Avenue, Wausau, WI
54401[32-5]

DOANE CANCELS:
WANTED

Buy, sell and trade Doane Cancels of all
states. Send photocopies or on approval.
Gary Anderson, P.O. Box 600039, St. Paul,
MN 55106 [32-5]

ADVERTISING COVERS:
WANTED

URGENTLY NEEDED: Pre-1900 Philadel-
phia, PA advertising covers illustrated with
buildings and street scenes. Also any paper
memorabilia or postal history from the Phila-
delphia Centennial of 1876. All correspon-
dence answered. Member APS. Gus Spector
,750 S. Main Street, Suite 203, Phoenixville,
PA 19460. [31-6]

LITERATURE: FOR SALE

20VOLUME SET of Linquist “Stamp Special-
ist”. All copies are in very good condition+,
no back separations. Price $200 plus ship-
ping. Ralph Grumke, 2218 Burns, St. Louis,
MO 63114-3614 [32-2]

THE AWARD-WINNING 240-page book of
Wisconsin postal history - Going For the Mail,
A History of Door County Post Offices -- is
now at a special price: $13.00 postpaid from
the author. Jim Hale, 5401 Raymond Road,
Madison, WI 53711. [31-6]

January 2001

LITERATURE: FOR SALE

LA POSTA BACKNUMBERS available free
in exchange for postage to interested read-
ers. | am doing some necessary house clean-
ing and will make selected back numbers
available. Send me an e-mail for details:
rcrossley@worldnet.att.net [31-6]

NOW AVAILABLE: Post Offices and Early
Postmasters of Virginia - $49; The Post Of-
fices and Postmasters of Hawaii - $18; The
Post Offices of Alabama to 1900 - $18; The
Post Offices of Georgia - $18. Coming soon
Post Offices of WV and SC. All available from
the author, poastpaid: Richard E. Small,
14502 Oak Cluster Drive, Centrevillw, VA
20120. [31-6]

POST OFFICE FORMS
WANTED

HELD FOR POSTAGE -- US Post Office
Forms #1543, #3540, #3548 sought for study
of varieties -- Need better items and accu-
mulations of common. Write for offer: David
L. Straight, P.O. Box 32858, St. Louis, MO
63132 or e-mail: dis@library.wustl.edu [32-
2]

ADDRESS CORRECTION-- US Post Office
Forms #3547, #3578, #3579 sought for study
of varieties -- Need better items and accu-
mulations of common. Write for offer: David
L. Straight, P.O. Box 32858, St. Louis, MO
63132 or e-mail: dis@library.wustl.edu [32-
2]

EXPRESS COMPANY & Parcel Delivery
Company covers, Corner-Cards, Labels and
Stamps. Locals: Forgeries and Fantasies.
William Sammis, 436 Thomas Road, Ithaca,
NY 14850-9653 E-mail: cds13@cornell.edu
[32-3]

POST OFFICE SEALS on cover and related
seal material. Early through modern. Seals
on cover must be tied. Send priced on ap-
proval, photocopies, or request my offer. Jim
Kotanchik, 48 Nashoba Road, Acton, MA
01720 [31-6]

AIRMAIL COVERS - Commercial Only (No
First Flights or philatelic)-United States to
destinations in Europe, Africa, Asia and
Oceania dating from before 1938. Also C1-
C9 on commercial covers to foreign or do-
mestic addresses. Send priced on approval
or photocopies, or request my offer. Richard
Helbock, P.O. Box 100, Chatsworth Island,
NSW 2469 Australia [32-5]

La Posta

Let a La Posta Classified ad
send your message to over
1,100 of North America's most
energetic and interested
postal history enthusiasts.As
simple as 1, 2, 3!!!

1) Write down your ad on a
slip of paper;

2)Count words excluding ZIP
code and check the rate card
on page 77 to find the cost &
number of insertions, and

3) Send your ad along with a
check to La Posta, 33470
Chinook Plaza, #216,
Scappoose, OR 97056 and
we'll do the rest.
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RANDY STEHLE MAIL BID SALE NUMBER 91

16 Iris Court, San Mateo, CA 94401
Phone: (650) 344-3080; E-mail: RSTEHLE@ix.netcom.com

CALIFORNIA

ALLIANCE, 1912 F 4-BAR REC'D ON PPC (92-20). EST. $8
ARTESIA, 1910 F DOANE ON PPC. EST. $3

ASILOMAR, 1918 G+ 4-BAR ON PPC (14-35). EST. $6

(A)TLANTA, 1906 G PARTIAL CDS ON PPC (68/15). EST. $15
BALLS FERRY, 1914 VG LIGHT 4-BAR ON PPC (75-16). EST. $12
BIG SUR, 1950 VG 4-BAR ON PPC. EST. $4

BOCA, 1908 VG DOANE ON PPC (72-45). EST. $6

BROOKDALE, 1906 G+ CDS ON PPC (02-44). EST. $4
BURWOOD, F cal878 ms ON COVER (59-98). EST. $75

10 CARMEL, 1908 F DOANE ON PPC. EST. $4

11 CENTRAL HOUSE, 1908 G CDS ON PPC (59-09). EST. $25

12 CONFIDENCE, 1907 F DOANE ON PPC (99/25). EST. $12

13 FIREBAUGHS, 1892 F CDS O/S & B/S ON COVER. EST. $6

14 FLORENCE, 1907 VG DOANE REC'D ON PPC (78-18). EST. $5

15 FLOYD, 3/24/11 G LKU DOANE ON PPC (06-11). EST. $25

16 FORT ROSS, 1911 F 4-BAR ON PPC (77-28). EST. $12

17 FRENCH CORRAL, 2/14/10 F LKU DOANE ON PPC W/O POSTAGE. E. $6
18 GLEN FRAZER, 1911 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (06-19). EST. $12

19 GLENWOOD, 1910 G+ 4-BAR ON PPC (80-54). EST. $4

20 GONZALES/REC'D, 1907 F CDS REC'D ON PPC. EST. $5

21 GOODYEAR, 1911 F 4-BAR REC'D & O/S ON PPC (07-12). EST. $25
22 GOSHEN, 10/23/05 G LKU DOANE ON PPC. EST. $4

23  GRAND ISLAND, 1909 F DOANE ON PPC (54-19). EST. $20

24 HAVILAH, 1909 VG LIGHT 4-BAR ON PPC (66-18). EST. $12

25 HERMON, 1906 F DOANE REC'D ON PPC (04-16). EST. $5

26 HOLLISTER, 1914 F DUPLEX ON PPC. EST. $4

27 INDIANOLA, 1910 F 4-BAR ON PPC (00-15). EST. $20

28 JAMESBURG, 1908 G+ CDS ON PPC (94-35). EST. $6

29 KEYSTONE, 1910 VG DOANE ON PPC (05-13). EST. $8

30 KING CITY, 1916 G MOT-1330 ON PPC. EST. $4

31 KING CITY, 1942 F DUPLEX ON PPC. EST. $4

32 LLAGAS, 1910 F DOANE ON PPC (92-11). EST. $35

33 LORENZO, 1877 VG CDS ON COVER (75-77). EST. $175

34 LOWREY, 1910 F 4-BAR ON PPC (98-17). EST. $20

35 MAMMOTH, 1910 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (07/25). EST. $12

36 MARCUSE, 1902 F CDS ON COVER (91/13). EST. $50

37 MARIPOSA, 1931 G+ DEPR 4-BAR ON COVER. EST. $4

38 MARSHALL, 1910 G+ DOANE ON PPC. EST. $4

39 MARTELL, 1906 VG 10/26/06 EKU DOANE ON PPC. EST. $4

40 MATILIJA, 1905 F CDS ON PPC (89-16). EST. $12

41 MEW ALMADEN, 1908 VG 4-BAR MISSPELLING. EST. $4

42 MICHIGAN BAR, 1907 VG CDS ON PPC (55-35). EST. $6

43 MILLSAPS, 1912 F DOANE ON PPC (94-27). EST. $12

44 MINERAL, 1931 F DEPR 4-BAR ON PPC. EST. $4

45 MINTURN, 1909 VG DOANE ON CREASED PPC (84-22). EST. $10
46  MISSION SAN JOSE, 1911 VG DUPLEX ON PPC (50-60). EST. $4
47 MONROE, 4/15/11 G+ LIGHT DOANE ON PPC (97-12). EST. $15
48 MORRO, 1910 F 4-BAR ON PPC (70-23). EST. $4

49 NELSON POINT, 1908 G DOANE ON PPC (70-12). EST. $25

50 NIPINNAWASEE, 1912 VG EKU 4-BAR ON PPC (12-61). EST. $4
51 NORTH POMONA STA, 1909 VG DUPLEX ON PPC (09-49). EST. $4
52 OMO RANCH, 1909 F CDS ON PPC (88-74). EST. $4

53 PARIS, 1908 VG 4-BAR REC'D & O/S ON PPC (03-12). EST. $15
54 PATCHIN, 1923 VG 4-BAR (NEW TYPE) ON PPC (72/25). EST. $15
55 PEBBLE BEACH, 1911 F 4-BAR ON PPC. EST. $4

56 PLUMAS JUNCTION, 1916 F 4-BAR ON COVER (05/18). EST. $45
57 PRESIDIO OF MONTEREY, 1943 VG MACHINE ON “FREE” PPC. EST. $4
58 PRUNEDALE, 1905 G+ DUPLEX REC'D ON PPC (94-08). EST. $25
59 PURISSIMA, 1895 VG CDS ON COVER (68/01). EST. $85

60 QUINTETTE, 9/12/11 F LKU DOANE ON PPC (03-12). EST. $20

61 RIO BONITO, 1914 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (09-14). EST. $35

62 ROSEDALE, 1908 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (91-13). EST. $12

63 ROSELAWN, 12/20/06 F EKU DOANE ON PPC (02/18). EST. $12
64 RUST, 1910 F 4-BAR ON PPC W/EDGE FAULTS (09-16). EST. $8
65 SALSIG, 1908 F DOANE ON PPC (04-12). EST. $20

66 SAN ARDO, 1905 F CDS ON PPC. EST. $4

67 SAN LUCAS, 1906 VG LKU MOT-3170 ON PPC. EST. $5

68 SAN LUCAS, 1916 F 4-BAR ON PPC. EST. $4

69 SEARS POINT, 1909 G+ CDS ON PPC (03 11). EST. $20

70 SEASIDE, 1909 VG 4-BAR ON PPC. EST. $4

71 SEQUOIA NATIONAL PARK, 1931 F DEPR 4-BAR ON PPC. EST. $4
72 SHARON, 1906 VG CDS ON CREASED PPC (98/34). EST. $5

73 SHERWOOD, 12/7/11 VG LKU DOANE ON PPC (83/20). EST. $12
74 SLATONIS, 1899 G+ CDS ON COVER (99-02). EST. $75

75 SLIDE, 1879 F ms ON COVER (76-88). EST. $60

76 SOLEDAD, 1910 VG LKU MOT-3460 ON PPC. EST. $4

77 SOUTH RIVERSIDE, 1893 VG CDS ON COVER (87-97). EST. $20
78 SPENCEVILLE, 1909 F DUPLEX ON PPC (72/32). EST. $6

79 SPRECKELS, 1911 VG DUPLEX ON PPC (98-73). EST. $4

80 STANWOOD, 1910 F DOANE ON PPC (05-15). EST. $20

81 STUART, 1886 F TOOTHED CDS (NEW TYPE) ON CVR (85-02). E $100
82 SULPHUR CREEK, 1913 G+ DUPLEX ON PPC (74-15). EST. $12
83 SUR, 1907 VG DOANE REC'D ON PPC W/STAIN (99-13). EST. $5
84 TALLAC, 1913 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (70/27). EST. $4

85 TASSAJARA HOT SPRINGS, 1914 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (12-44). EST. $6
86 THERMALITO, 1912 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (95-20). EST. $12

87 THROOP, 1907 G+ DOANE ON COVER (06-18). EST. $35

88 TRES PINOS, 1909 VG DUPLEX ON PPC. EST. $4

89 TUDOR, 1919 G+ 4-BAR O/S ON PPC (89-42). EST. $5

90 UNION, 1908 VG CDS ON PPC (00-24). EST. $12

91 VOLCANOVILLE, 1942 F DEPR 4-BAR ON GPC. EST. $4

92 VORDEN, 1909 F 4-BAR ON PPC (02-36). EST. $6

93 WALDO, 1909 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (98-15). EST. $20

94 WATTS, 1911 F 4-BAR ON PPC (04-26). EST. $6

95 WILD FLOWER, 1881 VG LIGHT DC ON GPC (78-98). EST. $75
96 WYANDOTTE, 8/20/10 VG LKU DOANE ON PPC (59/15). EST. $20

COLORADO

97 ELLICOTT, 1910 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (95-16). EST. $20

CONOUAWNE

98 FORKSCREEK, 1922 F 4-BAR ON PPC (78-27). EST. $12

99 GREENWOOD, 1910 F DOANE ON PPC (72-18). EST. $20

100 HAXTUM, 1909 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (88-22). EST. $12

101 LAMPORT, 1911 VG 4-BAR REC'D ON PPC (08-27). EST. $15

102 ROSEMONT, 1909 VG CDS ON PPC (03-26). EST. $12

103 UNDERCLIFFE, 1911 VG CDS ON PPC (79-25). EST. $12

104 WAYNE, 1910 VG 4-BAR 5% OFF @ TOP OF PPC (09-12). EST. $35

IDAHO

105 JACKSON, 1909 VG DOANE ON PPC W/STAMP GONE (06-16). E. $15
106 KIPPEN, 7/1/08 VG LKU DOANE O/S ON PPC (96-09). EST. $20

107 SAINT JOE, 1908 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (88/45). EST. $5

108 TYSON, 1915 F 4-BAR ON CREASED PPC (01-18). EST. $15

MONTANA

109 BENZIEN, 1915 VG LIGHT 4-BAR ON PPC (16-43). EST. $6

110 FINCH, 1916 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (14-40). EST. $6

111 LAT, 1908 G+ CDS ON PPC (98/18). EST. $15

112 MEADOWCREEK, ca1906 VG DUPLEX ON PPC (69/08). EST. $20
113 SNYDER, 7/17/09 F LKU DOANE ON PPC (05-09). EST. $12

OREGON

114 ACME, 1912 F DOANE ON PPC (85-16). EST. $12

115 CLINE FALLS, 1910 G+ DOANE ON PPC (04-19). EST. $15

116 DOVER, 1909 F DOANE ON PPC (90-11). EST. $35

117 EAGLE CREEK, 11/13/11 F LKU DOANE ON CREASED PPC. EST. $4
118 FLAVEL, 1906 F DUPLEX ON PPC (95/18). EST. $20

119 FREEBRIDGE, 1908 F 4-BAR ON PPC (08-10). EST. $40

120 HARNEY, 1910 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (85-19). EST. $20

121 HOBSONVILLE, 1911 G 4-BAR ON PPC (83-13). EST. $

122 HURON, 1908 F DOANE O/S & REC'D ON PPC (09-13). EST $35
123 KERBY, 1909 F ms RFD (DATE & RFD) ON PPC. EST. $4

124 LAKE, 5/12/12 VG LKU DOANE ON PPC (06-43). EST. $6

125 LAUREL, 1909 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (79-35). EST. $6

126 LOWER BRIDGE, 1907 VG DOANE ON PPC (06-20). EST. $25

127 NARROWS, 1910 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (92/36). EST. $12

128 NOLIN, 1907 VG DOANE ON PPC (06-33). EST. $12

129 RONDOWA, 1910 G+ 4-BAR ON FRONT OF PPC (09-15). EST. $25
130 (RO)W RIVER, 1912 G PARTIAL 4-BAR ON PPC (11-14). EST. $25
131 SOUTH FOREST GROVE, 1911 G DOANE ON PPC (06-14). EST. $4
132 TEMPLETON, 1910 VG DOANE ON STAINED PPC (98-170. EST. $8
133 VESPER, 1912 VG DOANE ON PPC (79-19). EST. $12

134 VOLTAGE, 1910 F 4-BAR REC'D & O/S ON PPC (08-33). EST. $20
135 WATERMAN, 1910 VG DOANE ON PPC (87-44). EST. $12

SOUTH DAKOTA

136 BRUSHIE, 1910 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (05-12). EST. $20

137 HANSE, 1909 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (06-11). EST. $35

138 HISEGA, 1918 VG REPAIRED 4-BAR ON PPC (13-45). EST. $12

139 MERRITT, 12/17/08 F EKU DOANE ON CREASED PPC (88-14). E. $20
140 ROSELAND, 1909 VG 4-BAR (STATE NOT STRUCK) ON PPC (09-10) 15
141 SEIM, 1909 F 4-BAR ON PPC (01-18). EST. $15

142 WILLARD, 7/19/08 VG EKU DOANE ON PPC (06-12). EST. $12

143 WINANS, 6/6/07 F EKU DOANE ON PPC (94-08). EST. $25

144 WINTHROP, 1909 F 4-BAR ON PPC (83-11). EST. $20

145 WIST, 1908 VG DOANE ON PPC (94-11). EST. $20

WASHINGTON

146 ALGER, 1913 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (12-21). EST. $12

147 ALMA, 12/26/05 G+ LKU DOANE ON FRONT OF PPC (06-06). E. $50

148 BRIGHT, 1909 F 4-BAR REC'D ON PPC W/LL COR GONE (02-17). 15
149 BUTLER, 1910 F 4-BAR ON CREASED PPC (02-11). EST. $8

150 CATLIN, 1909 F 4-BAR ON PPC (92-09). EST. $6

151 DOWNS, 1910 VG DOANE ON PPC (02-30). EST. $6

152 EUFAULA, 1910 F CDS ON PPC (95-12). EST. $6

153 GENEVA, 8/5/07 G EKU DOANE REC'D & O/S ON PPC (88/19). E $15
154 LARSON, 1913 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (04-18). EST. $20

155 MAXWELTON, 1910 G+ 4-BAR ON PPC (08-24). EST. $8

156 McGOWAN, 1909 VG DOANE ON PPC (01-39). EST. $6

157 MEADOW LAKE, 1910 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (08-10). EST. $20

158 NEWCASTLE, 1898 G+ CDS ON COVER (94-35). EST. $6

159 PRINDLE, 1911 F 4-BAR ON PPC (09-38). EST. $6

160 SCHRAG, 1915 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (11-32). EST. $6

161 SILVER, 1899 VG CDS B/S ON COVER (90-07). EST. $75

162 TURNER, 1910 VG DOANE ON PPC (04-34). EST. $6

163 VENESS, 1910 F 4-BAR ON PPC (08-17). EST. $20

164 WELCOME, 4/15/11 VG LKU DOANE ON PPC (87-17). EST. $25

165 YARDLEY RUR STA, cal915 G+ 4-BAR ON PPC (12-30). EST. $10

RPOs

166 PORT & DALLAS, 1909 VG (900.5-C-1) ON PPC. EST. $6

167 RUMFORD & PORTLAND, 1911 G+ (10-G-1) ON PPC. EST. $4

168 SALINA & OAKLEY, 1909 VG (925-C-1) ON PPC. EST. $15

169 SANDSTONE & ST PAUL, 1919 F (878.5-F-1) 5% OFF TOP OF PC. 8
170 SANFORD & LEESBURG, 1918 G (387-H-1) ON PPC. EST. $5

171 SAN FRAN & VISALIA, 1910 F (963-AD-2) ON PPC. EST. $8

172 S.L. OBISPO & LOS ANG, 1919 F (980-U-1) ON PPC. EST. $15

173 SANTA ROSA & VAL JCT, 1908 F (984.1-A-1) ON PPC. EST. $15

174 SEATTLE & SKAGWAY, 1936 VG (X-19-d) ON PPC. EST. $8

175 SEWARD & UNALASKA, 1939 VG (X-49-d) ON GPC. EST. $15

Minimum Bid $3.00 please.
Phone bids accepted: 650-344-3080
CLOSING DATE: February 14, 2001 (10 PM PST)
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ADVERTISING IN LA POSTA

La Posta publishes two types of Ads: Display & Auction/Net Price. Details for placing each are as
follows:

DISPLAY ADS - May be run on a contract basis for one, three or six insertions. Ad contents may be
changed at any time, provided proper notice is given. Contract rates for ads of varying sizes are as

follows:

Ad Size One Issue Three Issues Six Issues
1/8-page $13.00 $29.90 $54.60
1/4-page $30.00 $69.00 $126.00
1/2-page $55.00 $126.50 $231.00

1-page $100.00 $230.00 $420.00

These charges include Type setting & Layout

AUCTION/NET PRICE ADS:
The charge for placing a 1/2-page ad is $45.00; 1 -page $90.00; 2-pages $170.00

These prices are for prepaid camera ready copy. Add $15 typing charge is for 1/2-page auctions, $35
for 1-page auctions; and auctions over 1-page must be camera ready, transmitted via E-mail or
provided on computer disc.

Ad Deadlines are asfollows: Dec/Jan issue - Nov 20; Feb/Mar issue- Jan 20; Apr/May
issue - Mar 20; Jun/Jul issue- May 20; Aug/Sep issue - July 20; Oct/Nov issue - Sep 20.

La Posta, 33470 Chinook Plaza, Suite 216, Scappoose, OR 97056
or
P.O. Box 100, Chatsworth Island, NSW 2469 Australia

AUCTIONS DISPLAY ADS
RANDY STEHLE - 79 MIKE ELLINGSON - 8

JIM FORTE - 67
DISPLAY ADS ALEXANDER GUNDEL - 61
AMBERMAN POSTAL HISTORY - 36 KIRK'S - 8
ARIZONA-NEW MEXICO P. H. SOC. - 8 LA POSTA BACKNUMBERS - 61
AUSDENMOORE-McFARLANE - 56 JAMES E. LEE -7 & 76
COLORADO P. HIST. SOCIETY -7 BOB NICHOLS - 7
BRUCE COREY -8 SCHMITT INVESTORS LTD. - 76
JANE DALLISON - 76 STEVE SIMS - 45
MICHAEL DATTOLICO - 39 US CANCELLATION CLUB - 8
H.J.W. DAUGHERTY - 70 CRAIG A. WHITFORD - 75

THE DOLLAR COVER COMPANY - 76



