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Australia '99 - Impressions and
Observations

Australians appear to have a great gift for
entertainment. Perhaps it istheresult of livingin
acountry which is remote from the great popula-
tion centersof the northern hemisphere, and there-
fore being long dependent upon themselves to
create amusement and diversion. For whatever
reasons, Australianstoday manage to account for
a larger number of world class athletes, movie
stars, and musical performers than one would
expect from the meager population base of only
18 million. When Australia decides to put on a
show —beit the Sydney Mardi Gras Parade or the
Iron Man Championshipsat the Gold Coast —you
can count on it being a spectacular. Australia’ 99
was no exception.

Melbourne's Exhibition Centre was the site
of Australia’99. Situated on the south bank of
the YarraRiver, the Exhibition Centreisasweep-
ing modern glass and steel construction flanked
by along grassy lawn and the permanent berth of
the Polly Woodside, an historic sailing barque
which represented the show’s major cache. The
Exhibition Centreislocated at the western end of
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Melbourne’s Southbank Promenade, which
stretches along the Yarra for over a kilometer.
Southbank boasts an array of posh shops,
resturants and cultural facilities such as the Con-
cert Hall, the State Theater Playhouse and the
National Gallery. Crown Casino, with its movie
theaters, food courts and varied gaming facilities,
is located immediately across Clarendon Street
from the Exhibition Centre. In short, the “neigh-
borhood” of the stamp exhibition was rather like
a cross between San Francisco and Las Vegas. If
one managed to leave the Australia’ 99 boursewith
abit of spare change, there were plenty of nearby
temptations to help alleviate the surplus.

Once inside the exhibition, things really got
exciting. Rosemary Simons' floor plan carried the
maritime theme to grand heights. Focused on the
Information Stand located just inside the double
entry gates, was a gigantic red ocean liner con-
taining the shops of AustraliaPost. Eleven stately
sailing ships, each divided into six boothsfor deal -
ers and philatelic agencies, were
anchored on both the port and
starboard sides of theliner. They,
too, werefocused on the Informa-
tion Stand with their bowspointed
in that direction. Additional
dealer booths flanked the flotilla,
and expansive peripheral areas of
the room were given over to the
exhibits, aprinting press display,
a children’s pirate ship, and a
stage. A bank of computers con-
nected to the Australia Post
internet site occupied nearly one
entire wall of the room and pro-
vided one of the few rest areas
where visitors might sit a while.

The Melbourne Exposition Centre on Clarendon Street was the site of

Australia ‘99
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stamp and the buyer collected his
or her personalized stamps in a
presentation folder at another
counter. The entire process ap-
peared to take about four minutes
from the time the customer paid
for the stamps until they were
claimed at the second booth. There
werefour cameras operating at the
-, show, which means that about 60
| different personalized stamps
could be produced each hour if
there were a steady stream of cus-
tomers. Australia‘ 99 was open to
the public for atotal of 45 hours,

The exhibition floor was dominated by a fleet of 22 sailing ships which ‘f've?;rt‘ mﬁf};ﬁfﬁ:&ﬁ?&ﬂ;
provided booths for dealers and philatelic agencies. have bgen produced P

The stage, which was|ocated immediately aft
of the Australia Post ocean liner, was used for nu-
merous official events including Australian, Ca
nadian and United Nations stamp launches, a se-
ries of forgery presentations by Neil Holland and

It was all abit overwhelming visually, but naviga-
tion among the ships proved quite an easy matter.

Far and away the “hot ticket” of Australia’99
was the World's First Personalized Stamps placed
on sale for the show by Australia Post. Although
perhaps not large by standards of Pacific
'97, queues for the stamps rarely fell be-
low an hour and a half wait. If their popu-
larity at Australia’ 99 provides an accurate
measure, it would seem that Australia Post
has come up with a novel idea for selling
stamps.

The stamps themselves feature aview
of the Polly Woodside and are arranged on
sheets in two columns of five with each
stamp having ablank perforated bit of sel-
vage attached measuring one-third the
width of thevignette. Thefacevalue of the
stamps is 45 cents. Customers were al-
lowed to purchase between one and five
sheets at therate of A$10.00 per sheet.

Once the stamps were purchased, the
buyer was photographed — either alone or
with a partner — by a digital camera at-
tached to acomputer and high quality color
printer. In a matter of minutes the photographic
images were printed on the selvage next to each Continued on page 75

Cath and Bill’s personalized stamp tied on cover by the March
21st Family Day postmark (enlarged).
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POSTAL HISTORIANS
ON LINE

The following individuals have expressed an
interest in corresponding with other collectors via e-
mail. Names are followed by specific interest (where
known) and complete e-mail address. If youwould like
to join thislist in future issues of La Posta, send us a
note viae-mail at helbock@ a-posta.com

Paul G. Abajian [Vermont postal history]
-- PGA@vbimail.champlain.edu
Murray Abramson [4th Bureaus & airmail to foreign
destinations] -- abram001@mc.duke.edu
Charlie Adrion [Flag Cancels] -- adrionc@mail.idt.net
Carl W. Albrecht [Certified Mail/Postal Forms & Labels)]
-- calbrech@infinet.com
Jim Alexander [Texas Postal History] -- JAlexab943@aol.com
Gary Anderson [US Doanes & ND postal history]
-- garyndak @ix.netcom.com
A.A. Armstrong, Jr. [Western Nebraska & S.D. butcher
PPCs] -- draa@rockski.net
Roland Austin [Liberty Series & Modern p.h.]
-- raustin13@aol.com
John Azarkevich [Military postal history dealer]
-- john.a2z@worldnet.att.net
Harold Babb [Southern States postal history]
-- babbx01@netside.com
Michael A. Ball [AlaskaArctic & Antarctic incl. military]
-- BallAgency @aol.com
Alan Banks[Missouri] -- abanks7@aol.com
Richard Bard, Jr. -- dbard@plix.com
John H. Barwis -- j.h.barwis@siep.shell.com
John E. Beane, MD [West Virginia postal history]
-- BEANE@prodigy.net
William R. Beith [Eastern Oregon] -- WRBeith@aol.com
Henry Betz [Franklin Co., PA & Cumberland Valley RR]
-- hbetz@epix.net
Robert Bezilla -- bezillaR@eworld.com
Jim Blandford [Mich. Doanes & Early Detroit]
-- jblandf526@aol.com
Tim Boardman [Washington PH, photos, books & maps]
-- Simcoe@gconn.com
Joe Bock [Airmail/US Transports] -- jorobock @sedona.net
Caj Brejtfus[1851-61 3c & Machine cancels)
-- brejtfus@earthlink.com
Deane Briggs, MD [Florida Postal History] -- drb@gte.net
Roger S. Brody [US 2nd Bureau issue] -- RSBCO@aol.com
Raymond Buse [Cincinnati & Clermont Co., OH p.h.]
-- stamppat@aol.com
Conrad L. Bush [Confederate Fancy & Unusua Cancels)
-- bearclan@brandons.net
James W. Busse [San Diego Co.p.h.] -- Jimb1997@aol.com
C & H Stamps[Cana Zone, DWI postal history]
-- CZCD@a0l.com
Gary Carlson [Ohio RPOs & machine cancels]
-- gcarlson@ee.net
Philip Chan [airmail postal history] -- pchan@cs.cornell.edu
Bob Chow [Colorado] -- rc71135@aol.com
Douglas Clark [Railway Mail] --dnc@al pha.math.uga.edu
Tom Clarke [Philadelphia] -- ocl-tom@ix.netcom.com
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Giles Cokelet [Montana postal history]
-- giles_c@coe.montana.edu
Joe H. Crosby [Oklahoma & Indian Territory p.h.]
-- JCroshyci @aol.com
E. Rod Crossley [CA RPOs & Ventura Co.]
-- rcrossley @worldnet.att.net
Tony L. Crumbley [NC & Confederate postal history]
-- crumbley@charl otte.infi.net
Richard Curtin -- curtin@inreach.com
Allison W. Cusick [Ohio & WV p.h.; Doanes &
Non-standards] -- awcusick@aol.com
Matt Dakin [Mississippi Postal History]
-- patdakin@mindspring.com
Mike Dattalico [La Posta Associate Editor]
-- MMDATTOL @aol.com
John L. DuBois-- jld@thlogic.com
Leonard M. Eddy [Oklahoma & Arkansas p.h.]
-- Imeddy @arkansas.net
Steve Edmundson [ Tennessee postal history]
-- TENACSTEVE@aol.com
Craig Eggleston [US Possessions] -- cae@airmail.net
Stephen W. Ekstrom [US Transports & Connecticut p.h.]
-- SWEK STROM @aol.com
Mike Ellingson [North Dakota p.h.] -- mikeellingson@juno.com
Ray Erickson [Registration Label Mail] -- vikel @ix.netcom.com
Glenn A. Estus [Essex Co., NY & Stampless rates)]
-- gestus@nylink.org
Alyce and Don Evans[WVaand Los Angeles, CA,
postal history] -- DEvansUSAF@aol.com
Wayne Farley [West VirginiaP. H.] -- CWFARLEY @aol.com
Richard Farquhar -- FARQRICH@aol.com
L ouis Fiset [WWII civilian internment ph]
-- fiset@u.washington.edu
Jane King Fohn -- Jkfohn1442@aol.com
Jim Forte [Dealer] -- jimforte@postal history.com
& Website http://postal history.com
Myron Fox [US & German censorship & WWI & WWII]
-- MyronFox1@aol.com
Gene Fricks[Literature, TN & NJPH]
-- ernest.fricks@swec.com
Don Garrett [Mississippi] -- Donompix@aol.com
John Germann [Texas postal history & ship covers)
-- jghist@neosoft.com
Jerry Gorman [Rhode Island PH] -- barbarag@worldnet.att.net
John Grabowski [Prexy postal history]
-- MINNJOHN @a0l.com
Ken Grant -- kgrant@uwc.edu
ThomasE. Greene [Rhode Island PH] --TGBG@aol.com
John Grosse -- johngrosse@compuserve.com
Ted Gruber [Nevada] -- TedGruber@aol.com
Alex Gundel [Mail to Foreign Destinations]
-- Alexander.Gundel @dlr.de
Michael Gutman [Mass ph & 19th cent,. Precancels]
-- Mikeg94@aol.com
Larry Haller [Handstamped Flags] -- LJHaller@aol.com
Art Hadley [Indiana postal history] -- ahadley @hsonline.net
Ken Hamlin [Montana postal history & ephemeral
-- kphamlin@in-tch.com
Lou Hannen [Classic Railway & Waterways]
-- loucanoe@3rddoor.com
John T. Hardy, Jr. -- john_hardy @email.msn.com
Ron Harmon [Florida PH] -- rrhrm@hotmail.com
L eonard Hartman [Literature dealer] --www.pbbooks.com
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Bill Helmer [Nevada] bill5168@worldnet.att.net
Monte Hensley [Mexico prel868 & Revolution]
-- MHENSLEY @IBM.NET
Jack Hilbing [lIlinois and Pennsylvanina postal hisory]
-- fjackh@msn.com
Terence Hines [Hanover, NH & #E12-21 on cover]
-- thines@fsmail .pace.edu
Joe Horn -- horn@mail.utexas.edu
John Hotchner -- IMHStamp@ix.netcom.com
Pete Hubicki [1861 3c & Columbia, Montour &
Northumberland Co., PA] -- phubicki @worldnet.att.net
Stefan T. Jaronski -- §aronski @mycotech.com
Cary E. Johnson [Michigan p.h.; Railway, Waterway
& Streetcars] -- cgjohn@umich.edu
Jim Johnson [Dealer - Postal History USA]
-- phiusa@netpath.net
CharlesA. Jones[CO & Prexy postal history]
-- cgjones@gj .net
Phil Kay [Hawaiian postal history] -- pilau@al oha.net
Robert Keatts [WallaWalla Co., WA p.h.]
-- |keatts@mail .bmi.net
Kelvin Kindahl [New England p.h.; postmarks]
-- kanda@javanet.com
C.Randy Kimes[US Naval covers] -- pmarche@jps.net
Jim Klinger [Colorado ph & Navel covers] -- IX15@a0l.com
Van Koppersmith [Alabama & Mississippi p.h.]
-- cleave3@aol.com
Jim Kotanchik [Franklin Co., MA & PO Sedls]
-- jkotanchik @aol.com
Rick Kunz [RPO, AGT, RR postmarks]
-- rkunz@eskimo.com & www.eskimo.com/~rkunz/
Gary Laing [Virginiap.h.] -- laing@naxs.com
Eliot A. Landau -- LAND1942@a0l.com
Peter B. Larson [Northern Idaho] -- plarson@wsu.edu
Ken Lawrence -- apsken@aol.com
Wes L eatherock -- wleath@sandbox.dynip.com
JamesE. Lee[Philatelic Literature Dealer]
-- philately2@earthlink.net & www.jameslee.com
MingKung Jason Liu [China/US combinations & crash covers]
--mliu@DataPathSystems.Com
Mike Ludeman [Texas p.h.] -- mml @computek.net
also www.computek.net/public/mmi/tx_philately.html
Max Lynds [Aroostock Co., Maine p.h.] -- max@ainop.com
Tom Maringer [Arkansas PH] tmarin@arkmola.net
Peter Martin -- pmartin@amospress.com
Doug Marty - [Dealer Postal History, Ephemera, Postcards]
-- dmarty @wyoming.com
Bernard Mayer [Oklahoma] -- BernieM 385@aol.com
David McCord -- damac@halcyon.com
Harry McDowell [Columbia SC Confed. p.h.]
-- harmacd@aol .com
Chuck & Jan McFarlane [Ausdenmoore-McFarlane Stamps]
-- Mcmichigan@aol.com
Bob McKain [Western PA]- bmckain@nb.net
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Michael J. McMorrow [Vermont photocards & POW cards
of WWI & WWII] -- SFA@SOVER.NET
Jim Mehrer -- mehrer@postal-history.com
& website http://www.postal - history.com
Mark Metkin [Idaho postal history] -- metkin@mindspring.com
Corbin Miller [Idaho Ph.] -- corbinlm@yahoo.com
Jim Miller [Dealer] -- jmiller@cariboo.bc.ca
Steve M orehead [Colorado postal history]
-- steveasc@ix.netcom.com
Bob Munshower -- bearmt19@mail.idt.net
Bill Nix [Skamania Co., WA] -- wanix@gorge.net
Jim Noll -- jenca@pacbell.net
Martin Nicholson -- Martin@crozet.demon.co.uk
Kevin O'Reilly [NWT, Yukon & Labrador; US APOsin
Canada] -- xcarc@ssimicro.com
James Or cutt [Washington] -- jorcutt@u.washington.edu
Dennis Pack [Utah ph & Branch offices)
-- dpack @VAX2.Winona.MSUS.EDU
John Palm [Merced & Mariposa Co., CA]
--jwpam@elite.net
Ed Patera [California] -- ELPATERA @aol.com
Bob Patkin [Machine cancels] -- bpat@shore.net
James Patter son -- patterson@azbar.org
Eustolio G. Perez [Dealer/Collector Mexico to US covers)
-- BVKZ77A@Prodigy.com
Bill Pletke [Prexie postal history] -- pletkeb@tyrell.net
Walt Potts [Monona Co., lowa] -- Pottsplit@aol.com
AdaM. Prill [Delarare Co., NY]
-- ada@math.rochester.edu
Henry Pritchard [New England p.h. & early machine
cancels] -- 3ccovers@javanet.com &
www.javanet.com/~3ccovers/
Byron L. Reed [South Dakota p.h.] -- byronreed@aol.com
Norm Ritchie [CO, UT, AZ & NM postal history]
-- mnp@ctos.com
Roger Rhoads [UX1 & UX3 cancels & PH]
-- rrrhoads@aol .com
Thomas Richardson [North Carolina PH.]
-- stamps@northstate.net
Harold Richow [WWII Alaska, USin Canada &
Philippines] -- harr@pe.net
Julius Rockwell [Alaska] -- juliusro@al aska.net
Steve Roth -- smroth@wizard.net
Art Rupert [Rural Branches & Stations)
-- aerupert@bentonrea.com
Roger Rydberg [Colorado postal history]
-- roger-rydberg@worl dnet.att.net
Bill Samis[US Express Company labels] -- cdsl3@cornell.edu
Bill Sandrik [Postal History dealer] -- sandrik.philat@zzapp.org
Ken Schoolmeester [NC ph & Worldwide meters]
-- Kenschool @aol.com
Roger G. Schnell [Mok Hill pre1870; US ph to fgn. dest.
1934-54] -- rkschloss@pstcomputers.com
Niles Schuh [Florida postal history] -- niless@cfcs.org
DennisW. Schmidt [Texas p.h. & US Officialg]
-- Dews@neto.com
Joseph Sedivy -- INJSED717@aol.com
Mike Senta [Alaska postal history] -- mspc@al aska.net
Lloyd W. Shaw [Utah p.h. & general postal stationery]
-- LWStamp@aol.com
Terry Shaw [Alaska)] -- cgsarchxx@aol.com
Brad Sheff [Dedler] -- bsheff @nfld.tds.net
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Wesley Shellen [Montana p.h. & Machine cancels]
-- WesNDeb@aol .com
Gina Sheridan - gsherida@cisco.com
Ed Siskin [Pree-1800 Postal History] - gjsiskin@ix.netcom.com
Russell V. Skavaril -- skavaril.1@osu.edu
Rich Small [Machine cancels] -- rsmall9293@aol.com
& www.members.aol.com/rsmal19293/index.htm
Chet Smith [US branches & stations] -- cms@psu.edu
Fred Smyithe -- FSmyithe@aol.com
Keith Spencer [Alberta & western Canada]
-- krs2@maildrop.srv.uaberta.ca
Duane Spidle -- dspidle@concentric.net
Anita Sprankle -- sprankle@kutztown.edu
Chet Sprinkle -- 73114,.2115@compuserve.com
Ken Stach [South Dakota PH] -- KSTACH@WPO.HCC.COM
Randy Stehle -- RSTEHL E@ix.netcom.com*
Carl Stieg [Dist. Of Columbiato 1910] -- carl_phil @webtv.net
Bob Stoldal [Southern Nevada] - stoldal @vegas.infi.net
Greg Stone -- grego83310@aol.com
Greg Sutherland -- Gregfree@aol.com
Robert Svoboda [Montana postal history]
-- SYOBODA7@a0l.com
Bob Swanson [WW!I Domestic p.h.] -- rds@swansongrp.com
& www.swansongrp.com/posthist.html
Gerry Tenney -- gtenney @gateway.net
Ed Thomas [New England town cancels] -- Edthomas@fsc.edu
Don Tocher [19th Century US] -- dontoch@ix.netcom.com
& www.postal net.com/portfolios
Bob Trachimowicz [TOB markings] -- track@ma.ultranet.com
William Jay Treat -- jtreat@biowhittaker.com
Ron Trosclair [Louisiana postal history]
-- rtrosclair@prodigy.net
Henry G. Turnbull [Arizona & Maine p.h.]
-- aznpthgt@webtv.net
Dirk van Gelderen [Alaska postal history] -- c.esveld@tip.nl
George P. Wagner [US 2nd Bureau, Wash-Franklins & Prexies]
-- Gpwwauk@aol.com
Lauck Walton [Meagher Co, MT & Shenandoah Co, VA]
-- jwalton@shentel .net
Ron Wankel [Nebraska & WWII APOs on #UC9]
-- rwankel @aol.com
Ron Ward [Maryland PH] -- ANOPH@prodigy.net
Edward Weinberg [Contra Costa, CA p.h]
-- IMaywine@aol.com
John White [Yamhill Co., OR p.h.; BNA & Trans-Atlantic
ship mail] -- jwhite@orednet.org
Mike Wiedemann [Florida p.h. & Cutley Advertising]
-- ursula@digital .net
Clarence J. Winstead [NC Doanes, flags, RPOs & PPCs]
WINSTEADCJ@aol.com*
Kirk Wolford [Postal History Dedler] --krkstpco@gol dstate.net
Chuck Yaunk -- chuck@e-tex.com
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Missouri Postal History
Society to Form

Gary Hendren reportsthat a group of collec-
torsin the Show Me State are organizing a postal
history society to take its place among the many
other state and regional societies. The purpose of
the group will be to gather, study, preserve and
disseminateinformation regarding the postal his-
tory of the State of Missouri from the pre-territo-
rial erato the present.

Plans include scheduling semi-annual
meetings at St. Louis Expo in March and
MIDAPHIL in Kansas City in October. A quar-
terly newsletter isalso envisaged. Yearly duesare
to be $10, and charter membershipswill be avail-
able until July 1, 1999.

For moreinformation or to obtain amem-
bership application, write Gary at 12737 Glenage
Dr., Maryland Heights, MO 63043, or Scott
Couch, 4120 NW 79th St., Apt. #4, Kansas City,
MO 64151.

Stan Jersey to Upgrade US
Forcesin Solomons Book

A report from Stan Jersery confirmsthat work
is underway to revise and update his 1968 book
on U.S. Forces in the Solomon Islands. This new
edition of what has become an important WW 11
postal history reference will include more detail
on US Army and Navy unit, as well as military
forces from New Zealand, Fiji, Australia and Ja-
paninvolved inthe conflict. The book isexpected
to be published by the Chicago Collectors Club.

Stan would appreciate hearing from anyone
with information which expands his coverage as
presented in the 1968 book. He may be reached at
Falcon Hill, 3294 Westwood Drive, Carlsbad, CA
92008-1161 or email at Cactus709@aol.com.
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Postal History Data Bases on Computer Disk

La Posta Publications is offering for sale selected postal history data bases on computer disk. Use our
data bases to create your own checklists, writeup collections, design new tables and wantlists. Simply
load our files, which are available on 3.5 inch floppy disksin avariety of popular data base and spread-
sheet formats [e.g., Lotus 1 2 3®, Excel®, Access®, dBASE® or ASCIl comma delimited], into your
own data base program and begin designing tables and checklists, cataloguing, and tracking prices.

StaTE Post OFFice DATA Bases
Post Office Data Bases include all the information available in our popular State Checklist series with
separate fields for Post Office, County, State, Dates of Operation, and Scarcity | ndex. Sort post
offices by county, chronological order of establishment, or Scarcity Index value. Print your own post
office listing arranged by county or Scarcity Index. Customize the data base, or build anew expanded
post office data base by adding new information to our basic design.
State Post Office Data Bases Currently Available (postpaid or by email)

Alaska (542 offices) $11.95 Nevada (709 offices) $11.95
Arizona (887 offices) $11.95 New Mexico (1,511 offices) $11.95
California(4,278 offices) $24.95 North Dakota (1,881 offices) $14.95
Colorado (2,438 offices) $17.95 Oklahoma (3,447 offices) $22.95
Idaho (1,324 offices) $11.95 Oregon (2,179 offices) $14.95
lowa (3,984 offices) $24.95 South Dakota ( 1,989 offices) $14.95
Kansas (4,232 offices) $24.95 Texas (7,895 offices) $34.95
Michigan (4,504 offices) $24.95 Utah (810 offices) $11.95
Minnesota (3,741 offices) $24.95 Washington (2,287 offices) $14.95
Montana (2,075 offices) $14.95 Wisconsin (3,806 offices) $24.95
Nebraska (2,764 offices) $17.95 Wyoming (1,002 offices) $11.95

Order From: La Posta Publications, PO. Box 1615, Copmanhurst, NSW 2460 Australiaor la-posta.com
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Figure 1. Thefirst postal card issued by the United States Post Office Department in
1873, for domestic use. This brown on dark buff card was printed on watermarked stock,
the watermark initially being in large letters. A subsequent printing of this card also was
on water marked stock; however, the watermark, while similar in design, was in smaller

letters.

An 1890 Story of the Postal Card

by Henry J. Berthelot

Being adevotee of US postal card collecting,
| enjoy all facets of that aspect of philately. The
following “history and [then] present status’ of
the US postal card was culled from the April 22,
1890 edition [Volume 2, Number 5 1] of The
Post Card.

The postal card concept had initially been
proposed in Germany; however, Austria, in 1869,
was the first country to issue a postal card. The
United States Post Office Department released this
country’sfirst postal card for domestic usein May
of 1873. Considered as first-class mail matter,
postal cards had been around the United States
not quite two decades when the 1890 story was
written. Therefore the story may be considered a
contemporary account.

The Post Card, whose address was Post Of -
fice Box 85, Roselle, Union County, New Jersey,
was “Published Monthly in the Interests of Post

Card Collectors.” The subscription rate in the
United States and Canada was fifteen cents per
year.

The story that appeared in The Post Card is
re-printed below without changes, except where
noted in brackets. | added illustrations of the US
postal cards mentioned in the story to augment
the card features described. Hopefully, you will
find the story asinteresting as | found it.

[Foreword: The Post Card begins] in this
number the article we referred to in our last issue
on the Postal Cards of our Country. We had an
article of our own on this subject which we in-
tended to publish shortly, but as this account is
by long odds the best, we will publish the Paper
World's article and consign ours to the waste pa-
per basket.

Youwill find thiswork most interesting read-
ing, not only to card collectors, but to collectors
in general.
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The Story of the Postal Card

HISTORY AND PRESENT STATUS OF THAT USEFUL
LITTLE MESSENGER

THE VARIOUS CONTRACTS AND CONTRACTORS

POSTAL CARDS, those convenient little
mediums for brief or hasty general communica-
tions, so omni-present in all business circles that
it seemswe have had alifelong acquai ntance with
them, are not an American invention at all, and
realy it is less than seventeen years since they
were adopted here. The idea originated in Ger-
many, where the Postmaster-Genera of that realm
in 1865 wrote articles commending them and ad-
vising their adoption; but the suggestion was not
heeded at home — it remained for Austriato put
thefirst of the “ Correspondence Cards’ in circu-
lation, in October, 1869. It quite upsetsone'spre-
conceived idea of the stolidness of the Austrian
peopleto beinformed that in thefirst three months
after the introduction of the cards they attained
the circulation of almost three million — to be
exact, 2,930,000. Germany adopted them thefol -
lowing year, and there, also, theinitial consump-
tion proved a million a month. Other European
nations, including France and Great Britain, were
not many months behind the Fatherland in adopt-
ing the “Post Card,” asit was called in the latter
country, and during the Franco-Prussian war its
permanent popularity was settled, the German
army alone sending home more than ten million
of the little messengers, with their tidings of as-
surance or of sorrow. The cards were issued free
to the German soldiersin thefield, and were sold
to the families at home five for a cent.

Inthe United States“ thingswent dow.” Presi-
dent Grant’s Postmaster-General, John A.J.
Creswell, in his report of November 15, 1870,
having had his attention called to the cardsin use
in Germany and Great Britain, and recognizing
the need for a prompt and convenient mode of
communication by mail, such asthere prevailed,
recommended “that authority be given by law for
their introduction into our postal service, at the
rate of one cent each, including cost of the card,
as afirst step toward a general reduction of our
domestic letter postage.” Congress was busy in
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those days. The reconstruction of the Southern
States and the questions which it involved might
well have perplexed the wisest heads of any na-
tion, and it was not till June 8, 1872, that an act
was passed authorizing the issue of the “Postal
Card” as suggested by the Postmaster-General.
Even then, no money was appropriated for the
purpose; but the Postmaster-General again rec-
ommended, on the meeting of Congress the fol-
lowing December, an appropriation passed and
bids were called for — the manufacture to begin
thefirst of May, 1873.

Proposals were issued for cards with water-
marks and without, and there were bidders, some
of whom made no distinction regarding the wa
ter-mark.. The contestants and their figures per
thousand finished cards were as follows:

Weed, Parsons & Co. of Albany $2.98
Rand, Avery & Co. of Boston 2.88;
Sherman & Co. of Philadelphia 2.68;
W.C. Chambers & Co. of Painesville, O. 2.48;
Rhode Island Card Company of Pawtucket 2.15;
H.O. Houghton & Co. of Cambridge 2.10;

National Bank Note Company of New York, plain 2.09;
[National Bank Note Company of New York,]

water-mark 2.15;
Continental Bank Note Company of New York, [plain] 1.93;
[Continental Bank Note Company of New York,

water-mark] 2.10;
Columbia Bank Note Company of Washington 1.85;
Julius Bien of New York 1.68;
George Reay of New York 1.59 1/4;
Morgan Envelope Company of Springfield 1.39 7/8.

Bidderswere cautious. Thewhole subject was
one of experiment, so far as this nation was con-
cerned. The exact cost of the proper paper for
peculiar use, the weight of which wasfixed at six
pounds per thousand finished cards, the procur-
ing of the proper printing machinery, and many
other matters were experimental. It seems natu-
ral, however, that the contract should cometo the
great paper-making centre of Western Massachu-
setts, and the Morgan Envelope Company of
Springfield proved the successful bidders, their
bid being 18 5/8 cents per thousand [cards] less
than that of G.W. Reay, of New York, then con-
tractor for the manufacture of stamped envel opes.
There were the anticipated delays and perplexi-
ties before the cards were successfully produced.
Thecontract had specified that fivemillion [cards]
were to be ready for issue on the 8th of May, but
the machinery did not work satisfactorily, and a
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Figure 2. This card, issue of 1875, was printed in black on light buff water marked stock,
the watermark being the “ small letter” variety. The card also was printed in black on

light buff unwater marked stock.

dlight extension was allowed to meet the require-
ments of the contractor. Before the middle of the
month, however, everything wasin fine working
order, the people wererejoicing in the possession
of “the handsomest postal card on the face of the
globe,” and were patronizing it with the avidity
which had been anticipated. During May and June
31,094,000 cards were sold, and the fiscal year
ending June 30, 1874, witnessed the sale of
91,079,000 [cardg].

There were some changes of design during
these experimental days. The card as first pro-
duced had on the face a border of geometrical
lathework (Figure 1), but thiswas soon dispensed
with and the face of the card bore ssimply the
[indicium] on the upper right hand corner, and on
the left upper centre the monogram U.S. in large
|etters, acrosswhich aribbon scroll borethewords
“postal card” inblack shaded letters, under which
was the instruction, “Write the address on this
side— themessageon theother.” (Figure2) Each
card was also water-marked at first in large let-
ters, “USPOD,” but theirregularitiesthus created
on the surface of the card led to the reduction in
sizeof thewatermark (Figure 3), and alittlelater

toitsabolition; whilethecolor of theink — which
had been a reddish brown — was changed to
black.

The Morgan Company held the contract for
four years, and at the end of that time it was ex-
tended for two months, to correspond with the
government’s fiscal year, ending June 30. The
[postal] card had meantime grown rapidly in popu-
lar favor, the product for the several fiscal years
being as follows: 1875 - 107,616,000 [cards];
1876 - 150,815,000 [cards]; 1877 - 170,015,500
[cards] — anincrease for the several years of 15,
40 and 12.73  per cent respectively.

In the 1877 bidding, proposals were invited
for a“double-tint” card, the face to have agreen-
ish tinge, while the back remained the same as
before, in addition to the bid for the ordinary card.
But investigation cast doubt upon the practica-
bility of the doubletint paper, and none of the cards
were issued. There were 19 contestants for the
contract, and their figuresfor thesingleand double
tints respectively, were [as follows:]

11
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Figure 3. The“ large-letter” watermark is seen on the left and the “ small-letter” watermark is seen on theright.
Either of these varieties appears (viewing the cards from the address side) on the first issue cards and the “ small
letter” watermark appears on some cards of the 1875 issue. The “ large-letter” watermark measured 90 X 60 mm,
while the “ small-letter” watermark measured 55 X 38 mm. (Some cards are found with the watermarks rever sed,

inverted, or reversed and inverted.)

Case, Lockwood & Brainard of Hartford $1.15 3/4 for both;
H.O. Houghton & Co.of Boston 1. 15 1/2 for both;
Cincinnati Gazette Company of Cincinnati, [single tint]1.09 7/8,
Cincinnati Gazette Company of Cincinnati, [double tint]1.10 7/8;
M.S. Chapman of Hartford 1.07 1/2 for both;

H.B. Titus of Washington, [single tint] 1,02 1/2,
H.B. Titus of Washington, [double tint] 1.25;
Gibson Brothers of Washington, [single tint] .99,
Gibson Brothers of Washington, [double tint] 1.05 V4
Russell Paper Company of Lawrence, [single tint] .98 3/4,
Russell Paper Company of Lawrence, [double tint] .99 1/2;
Abraham S. Trier of New York, [single tint] .95;
Abraham S. Trier of New York, [double tint] 1.05;

Eckert Manufacturing Company of Philadelphia, [singl€].88 3/8;
Eckert Manufacturing Company of Philadelphia, [double].93 7/8;
Cheney Brothers of Hartford .85 each;
C.H. Dexter & Sons of Windsor Locks, [single tint] .84 1/2,
C.H, Dexter & Sons of Windsor Locks, [doubletinf] .89 1/2;

Graphic Company of New York .84 for both,
Standard Company of Philadelphia, [single tint] .82;
Standard Company of Philadelphia, [double tint] .86;

Continental Bank Note Company of New York, [single] .794,
Continental Bank Note Company of New York, [double] 1.044;
Plimpton Manufacturing Company of Hartford, [single tint] .79;
Plimpton Manufacturing Company of Hartford, [double tint].89;
Weed, Parsons & Co. of Albany, [single tint] .76 3/4,
Weed, Parsons & Co. of Albany, [doubletint] .80 3/4;
Rand, Avery & Co. of Boston 747 each;
American Phototype Company of New York, [single tint] .6956,
American Phototype Company of New York [double tint] .7343

— and the latter were successful.

During the Morgan contract, the paper had
been made by the Hudson Paper Company of
North Manchester, Connecticut, but the new con-
tractors made arrangements with the Parsons Pa-
per Company of Holyoke for their supply of pa-
per, and the business of printing and shipping was
moved to Holyoke. The experimental stage hav-
ing passed, the cost of the cards to the govern-
ment was reduced by the new contract to atrifle
lessthan half that of thefirst four years, whilethe
quality of the cards, under the conscientious pa-
per-making of the Parsons Company, remained
satisfactory.

A new style of card — the international, to
meet the requirements of the [Universal] Postal
Union — was authorized by Act of Congress of
March 3, 1879, and the issue began on thefirst of
December following. During the seven months
remaining of that fiscal year theissue reached the
number of 2,796,500 [cards], but since the nov-
elty demand ceased the issue has not been large
— frequently less than 100,000 annually. This
card is of the same paper as the others and the
design has never been changed (Figure 4). It is
printed in light blue ink, and thereis alight bor-
der near the margin. Thetwo-cent [indicium] isa
head of “Liberty,” like that on the $20 gold coin,
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UNITED STATES “AMERICA

( Etats-Unis dAmérique )

WHITEONLY FTHE ADDERECSS Ok THIS SL0C

Figure 4, Thefirst international postal card released by the United Sates. Printed in
blue on light buff stock, this card was issued on | December 1879. The bilingual
wording was required by the Universal Postal Union, which the United Sates had
joined as a founder member on | July 1875, when the organization was known as the

General Postal Union.

surrounded by an oval belt bearing the inscrip-
tion, “U.S. Postal Card, 2 Cents 2.” To the left of
the[indicium] istheinscription, “ Universal Postal
Union (Union Postale Universelle) United States
of America (Etats Unis d’ Amérique). Write only
the address on this side.”

There was a steady increase in the use of the
card during thefour yearsthat the Phototype Com-
pany made it, the figures for the fiscal years be-
ing as follows-. 1878 200,630,000 [cards]- 1879
- 221,797,000 [cards]; 1880- 272,550,500 [cards];
1881 308,536,500 [cards] — the percentages of
increase being respectively, 18, 10.55, 22.80 and
13.20.

Contractswere again awarded in 1881, when
there were fourteen bidders for the domestic and
the international cards, the figures of the various
applicants being asfollowsfor the two styles, re-
spectively:

George F. Neshitt & Co. of New York, 77 cents for both;
James Livingston of New York, 72.44 cents for both;
Gibson & Brothers of Washington,  69.59 cents and 75 cents;
F.N. Buemer of Harrisburg, 67.74 cents and 65 cents;
Parsons Paper Company of Holyoke, 64 1/4 cents for both;

White, Corbin & Co. of Rockville, Conn., 65 cents for both;
Donaldson Bros. of New York, 60 1/2 cents for both;
Seligman, Trier & Co. of New York, 64.3 cents for both;
Weed, Parsons & Co. of Albany, 59 1/2 cents for both;
Holyoke Envelope Company of Holyoke, 58.27 cents for both;
Morgan Envelope Company of Springfield, 55.4 centsfor both
Gurdon Bill of Springfield, 55 cents for both;
National Papeterie Company of Springfield, 54.94cents for both;
Woolworth & Graham of New York, 54.45 cents and 50 cents.

Thelatter bid was accepted, and the success-
ful firm, who werereally the American Phototype
Company under a new name, at once arranged
for a transfer of the business to Castleton, New
York, wherethey had purchased an old paper mill,
which was fitted up for the manufacture of paper
and the printing and shipping of the cards. To al-
low for the transfer, the Holyoke factory was run
day and night, turning out nearly ten million cards
weekly, the Parsons Paper Company continuing
to furnish the stock until the new mill wasin run-
ning order. The change to Castleton was made
about the first of September, and from that place
the[postal cards] were shipped for morethan eight
years.

13
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All did not gowell, however, during thistime.
The first year’s production under the new man-
agement was 351,498,000 [cards], an increase of
13.90 per cent, and that of the fiscal year 1883
grew to 379,516,750 [cards], or 7.99 per cent ad-
vance; but the two following years showed for
thefirst time a decrease in the sales. The figures
for 1884 were but 362,876,750 [cards], aloss of
4.83 per cent, and the following year therewas a
further shrinkage to 339,416500 [cards] a drop
of 6.46 per cent. This falling off [of sales] was
due to three causes— ageneral dullnessin busi-
ness, the reduction of [domestic] letter postage
to two centsfor the single rate on the first of Oc-
tober, 1883, and the unsatisfactory quality of the
cards, which dlicited general and emphatic com-
plaint. While recognizing the difficulty of attain-
ing at practicable figures a satisfactory grade of
paper, adapted to both pen and pencil writing, the
Postmaster-General, in preparing the contract for
1885, determined to satisfy the just public de-
mand, called to his assistance one of the most
expert paper-makers in the country, and after a
careful series of experiments with samples, the
following formula, approved by other [paper-]
makers, was embodied in the proposal s and made
part of the contract: — “The cardsmust be 3by 5
1/8 inches in dimensions, and must weigh 5 1/4
pounds per thousand finished cards, exclusive of
bands and wrappers. The paper from which the
cards are to be manufactured must be composed
inthe proportion of 25 per cent of chemica wood-
pulp and 75 per cent of rag stock made from what
are known as ‘No. 2 country rags,” composed of
about one half soiled whites and one half blues
(except that other rags of an equivalent character
and quality may be used instead, after having been
approved by the Postmaster-General in writing
before being used), excluding all other material
except the necessary coloring matter. The rags
must be washed and beaten in the washing and
beating engines not less than atotal of fourteen
hours. The paper must be made on a Fourdrinier
machine, and be sized by being run through atub
of animal sizing of the best quality, and it may be
dried on the machine or in loft at the option of
the contractor. The paper must also be clean and
free from imperfections, run and calendered to a
uniform weight and thickness, and finished on
both sides suitable for printing and for writing
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with ink or pencil, and the same in color, quality,
material, tensile strength, and in al other respects
asthe samplefurnished to bidders, and to be made
apart of the contract. The paper may also be re-
quired to be water-marked with such design as
may be approved by the Postmaster-General. The
right is also reserved to the Postmaster-General
to change the color of the paper at any time dur-
ing the existence of the contract. All paper fur-
nished or used shall be subject to the supervision
and approval of the Postmaster-General or hisau-
thorized agent before and after being printed.

The Postmaster-General reserves the right to
increase or decrease the standard weight of the
cards at any time during the contract term, upon
the condition that he shall pay to the contractor a
proportionate increase or decrease of price, to be
determined upon the actual cost to the contractor
of the paper in use at the time of the change.”

In addition to these requirements as to the
quality of the paper to be used, bidders were re-
quired to advance aforfeit of $25,000 and in case
of acceptance to fumish bonds in $200,000 for
the satisfactory fulfillment of their obligations. It
was hardly surprising, therefore, that there were
but nine bidders, whose figures per thousand fur-
nished cards were as follows-.

Bill & Russell of Springfield 57.41 cents;
Holyoke Envelope Company 57.75 cents;
Fairchild Paper Company of Boston 57.49 cents;
JJ. Little & Co. of New York 57.49 cents;
Morgan Envelope Company 59.67 cents;
White, Corbin & Co. 62.50 cents;
PP. Kellogg & Co. of Spfingfield 68 cents;
Weed, Parsons & Co. 62.50 cents;

Calvin C. Woolworth of Albany
(of the firm of Woolworth & Graham), 47.70 cents for the
domestic card and 40 cents for the international [card].

The latter was therefore the successful bid-
der, and the work was to be continued and the
cards delivered at Castleton. It scarcely needs be
said that there was much surprise among paper
men at the low figures named, especially under
theincreased requirementsasto quality, and many
predictions of the impossibility of meeting the
contract.

The design of the card was changed, to begin
August 24, 1885, the plates being designed and
executed by the Bureau of Engraving and Print-
ing of the Treasury Department at Washington,
[D.C.], at the expense of the contractor. The color
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Figure 5. The one-cent Jefferson postal card, issue of 1885. It was printed in brown on

buff stock.

was made adark brown, and in place of theideal
head on the [indicium] athree-fourths portrait of
[Thomas) Jefferson in an oval frame, looking to
the left, was surrounded by a wreath of oak and
laurel, tied by aribbon, and bearing the designa-
tion of “One Cent” and the figure 1. At the left
top of the card were the monogram letters“U.S.”
with “Postal Card” in dark letters on ascroll, be-
neath which was a single white star and a tablet
of thirteen stars. Underneath the whole was the
sentence at which every grammarian in the coun-
try has gazed with disgust, “Nothing but the ad-
dressto be on thisside.” (Figure 5)

Contrary to expectations there was an im-
provement in the quality of the cards, and alsoin
popular demand for them. The year 1886 wit-
nessed a sale of 355,648,000 [cards], while 1887
saw avery trifling increaseto 356,939,250 [cards].
December 1 of the former year also saw another
change in the design, the medallion of Jefferson
being changed to aprofilelooking to theright, on
a shaded background, inclosed by concentric
circles and resting on a pedestal with the words
“One Cent” within the circle at the bottom,
“United States” on ascroll above, “Postal” on an
extended tablet at the left and “Card” at the right
in like manner, the entire design being placed in
the upper centre of the card. (Figure 6)

Just before the close of 1887 a change in the
method of delivery wasadopted, thecardsinlarge
guantities being sent by freight to Chicago,
whence they were distributed by mail to pointsin
that part of the country; and this plan proved so
much a relief to the [crews of the Railroad Post
Office] cars that other distribution centers have
since been established, and it isin contemplation
to use the system for the distribution of stamped
envel opesand wrappers. In 1888 the sale of cards
reached its then highest point -381,797,500
[cards], and last year advanced still a little fur-
ther, to 386,808,500 [cards]. Estimating the con-
sumption up to the present time at this rate, we
have the total number of cards thus far sold and
used by the American people [at] 4,758,741,125
[cards], making aweight of over 13,000 tons, and
enough, if placed end to end to reach more than
15 1/2 times around the world.

The contract of 1889, to take effect October
1, called for a much greater variety of bids than
ever before. Figures were to be given on three
sizes of domestic cards, each to be bid for with
and without border. The bidders, in addition to
the goverrunent samples, were at liberty to sub-
mit samples of paper of their own choosing. The
three sizes were designated as A, B and C, the
first or “Ladies’ size” being 2 11/16 by 4 3/8
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Figure 6. The one-cent Jefferson postal card, issue of 1886. This card was printed in

black on buff stock.

inches, to weigh 5 pounds 12 ounces to the thou-
sand; B was the same size as the ordinary postal
card, to weigh 5 pounds 5 ounces [to the thou-
sand]; and C or the business card [was] to be 3 3/
4 by 6 1/8inchesand to weigh 9 pounds one ounce
[to the thousand].

The bidders and their figures on the three
sizes, without borders, per thousand finished
cards, were respectively:

Russell Paper Company A -41.62, B-40.72, C-65.11;
Henry Russell A-4744, B-4516, C-90.62;
Weed & Parsons A-37, B - 45, C - 56;
C.C. Woolworth A-4194, B-39.20, C-69.17;
C.E. Cornell A-41, B - 39, C- 60;
Alexander Balfoure A - 44, B - 47, C-72
Avil Printing Company A - 46, B - 37, C-585;
Holyoke Envelope Co. A - 34.9, B - 39.5, C - 59.6;
Bill & Russell A -415, B-39.1, C-59.7;
Albert Daggett A - 37, B - 35, C-50;

all bidsin cents.
[Albert Daggett was the successful competitor.]

For printing with borders, Weed & Parsons,
[C.E.] Cornéll, and [Albert] Daggett bid the same
as printing for the plain cards; [to] the Russdll
[Paper] Company’s bid for the three sizes, [A]
42.75 [cents], [B] 41.75 [cents] and [C] 66.75
[cents], Henry Russell added .05 of a cent per
thousand [finished cards]; [C.C.]Woolworth
[added] one cent each for [sizes] A and B and

two cents for [size] C; [Alexander] Balfoure
[added] one cent [for] each [size]; Avil Company
[added] 1/4 of acent for each [size]; Bill & Russell
1/10 [of a cent for each size]; and the Holyoke
Company 1/2 [of &] cent on [sizes] A and B and
2/5ths [of acent] on size C. Daggett also bid for
size A on governmental B paper at 33 cents. The
bids were on a basis of 100,000,000 each annu-
ally of [sizes] A and C, and 200,000,000 of [siz€]
B, and the total figures for each bidder for the
400,000,000 cards were as follows:

Russell [Paper] Company, with border, $193,000, without,
$188,170,

Henry Russell, with border, $228,580, without, $228,380;

Weed & Parsons, $183,000,

[C. C. ] Woolworth, with border, $194,510, without, $189,510;

[C.E.] Cornell, $179,000;

[Alexander] Balfoure, with border, $214,000, without, $210,000;

Avil Company, with border, $178,900, without, $179,100;

Holyoke Envelope Company, with border, $175,400, without,
$173,500;

Bill & Russell, with border, $179,800, without, $179,400;

[Albert] Daggett, $157,000.

The latter bid, it will be seen, was $16,500
below that of the next lowest bidder - the Holyoke
Envelope Company, without border - adifference
in favor of Daggett of $66,000 on the estimated
output for the four years.
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At the opening of these bidsand since, specu-
lation, in paper circles, has beenrife asto the abil-
ity of Mr. Daggett to fulfill the terms of his con-
tract, with any margin of profit, while he and his
fiiends have maintained that a handsome profit
was assured. Arrangements were made for the
paper, with Messrs. Wilkinson Brothers of Bir-
mingham, Connecticut, the works of the postal-
card factory being established only a few rods
away from the mill wherethe paper ismade. This
factory hasbeen fitted up with two Whitlock two-
revolution presses, ditters, cutters, vaults, box-
ing parapherndia, &c., of the most improved kind,
and cards were turned out very promptly on the
first of October, athough not in very large quan-
tities, gtill large enough to demonstrate to the de-
partment that the contractor meant business. The
post office department, however, were so fearful
that the new establishment could not be put in
running order in season to supply the demand
promptly, that 50,000,000 cards were ordered on
the 28th of September, from the former contrac-
tors, who had then on hand 22,000,000 [cards],
making 72,000,000 cards to be used before Mr,
Daggett’s stock should be drawn upon. In the
meantime rumors of various kinds have been
plenty, including one that two car-loads of cards
had been rejected by the department, one that a
car-load or two, more or less, had turned up miss-
ing in transit, both of which were entirely with-
out foundation, and others of similar import and
with similar lack of truthfulness.

In order that the truth or falsity of these ru-
mors might be ascertained from headquarters, a
representative of the Paper World recently paida
visit to the postal-card factory, where he was po-
litely received by Mr. H.E. Townsend, the man-
ager of the establishment, and learned from him
that cards have been rejected by the department,
as has been the case with all former contractors,
for various reasons, the chief onein thisinstance
being, as claimed by the department, that the ink
from the pen “spread” in writing, the inference
being that “spread” meant absorbing of the ink
by the card, while the contractor maintained that
so highly finished a surface was given the card
that the ink “spread” on the surface rather being
absorbed into the card. To remedy this difficulty,
anew lot of paper was prepared, having a dead
surface, which, as examined by the representa-
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tive of the Paper World, was found to be of good
quality and seemingly unobjectionable finish.
Samples of this paper were at the time under ex-
amination at Washington [D.C.], in the expecta
tion by the contractor that it would be in every
way acceptable to the department, notwithstand-
ing the fact that newspaper reports were at the
time in circulation to the effect that the contract
would be canceled, on account of the poor qual-
ity of the cards.

Since the establishment of the factory at Bir-
mingham, from one and a half to two millions of
cards have been made daily and the works have
been kept running regularly, save in one or two
cases of accident to machinery and onein conse-
guence of running short of stock. The cards are
printed on sheets 30 [inches] by 51 1/4 inches,
giving 100 cards to each sheet. The estimated
demand isnow from 450,000,000 to 500,000,000
annually, the increased demand of this year over
that of the former one being from 10 to 12 per
cent.

In this connection the Ansonia (Connecticut)
Sentinel makes these points: Wilkinson Bros. &
Co. are at the present time greatly enlarging the
capacity and increasing the efficiency of their
Derby paper rnills at Shelton (Birmingham),
where the postal card stock is made. A portion of
these betterments are already in operation, and
while they are not added solely on account of the
postal card paper, that industry will receive the
full benefit of them. They consist of a new di-
gester, drying machines, and a stack of calender
rollssaid to bethelargest in the country with com-
pound leverage, and weighing 30 tons. Arrange-
ments have also been made for driving the ma-
chinery at higher speed when necessary. After
detailing these improvements, the Sentinel adds:

In view of what is going on in the
country to-day, to compel an annulment of
the postal card contract these improvements
are most opportune. No mill anywhere can
now claim superior advantage or facilitiesto
this. It can meet any possible demand in
quantity, and in quality of stock and finish no
mill can do anything better. But speaking of
the annulment of this contract the means that
areresorted to are ludicrous as well as
exasperating. Thereis, we understand, well

17
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attested evidence at hand to show that
emissaries are busily occupied in various
parts of the country working up dissatisfac-
tion with the new cards, complaints against
which are forwarded to Washington [D.C] in
an effort to show to the department that the
public demand a change. It is a deep-laid
scheme but must fail, because investigation
would necessarily be ordered, which would
cause an inspection of the seat of manufac-
ture and the various processes, with the
inevitable result of approval of the stock and
endorsement of a purely honest effort to
carry out the contract.”

But the complaints as to the quality of the
paper were so well founded that the Postmaster-
General directed contractor Daggett to meet the
requirements of the contract in that respect; atem-
porary supply of paper was obtained from the
Russell Paper Company of Lawrence, Massachu-
setts, till Wilkinson Bros. & Co. should produce
an article satisfactory to the government; on
March 24 the Shelton factory started up again,
and during the first two days produced the un-
equaled number of 6,150,000 completed postal
cards.

ATTENTION

Postal History & Literature Dealers

Trade discounts are available on United
States Post Offices, Volumes 1 & 2, aswell as
other La Posta Publications.

WRITE OR CALL:

James E. Lee, P.O. Drawer 250,
Wheeling, IL 60090
847-215-7253
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LAPOSTA MAIL BID SALE 01-99
Bips must BE PM BY MAY 29, 1999
RLG - 2218 Burns Sr. Lours, Mo 63114-3614

Lot Estimate
01 CAL .Harrison, Ex 1914 4-B on UX 24 $20
02 MISSOURI,Anglum,Ex 1914 DPO 4-B ties 401 pc $10
03  Arden,Ex 1912 DPO 4-B 1886-24 gc $10
04 Centaur Station,Ex 1912 DPO 4-B 1891-15 gc $10
05 Normandy,Ex 19? DPO 4-B 1859-32 on UX 22 $10
06 Sappington,Ex 1915 DPO 4-B 1914-37 on gc $10
07 Trelore,Ex 1911 Magnets 4-B on gc $6
08  Uniontown,Ex 1909 Ty 2(2)Doane UX 20 $8
09 NEBR.Huntley,Ex 1914 DPO 4-B photo cd Aima $8
10 NEV,Goldfield,Ex 1908 Int m/c on ppc $8
11 N.Y.North Merrick,Ex 1930 DPO 4-B Mourn Cv $10
12 N.Y.Leptondale,Ex 1901 DPO cds cov,minor soil $10
13 Silver Lake Assembly,Ex 1909 4-B,ppc Lake $10
14 NM,Fort Sumpner,Vg+1911 cds ‘rerr on gc $10
15 Seven Rivers,Ex 1893 DPO cds 2C ent, 3 page

encl,both sides,back cov dam,r/e rough $50
16 HAWAII,Olowalu,Ex 1932 4-B on cov $75
17 N.C.Jennings,Ex 1931 DPO 4-B on cov $10
18 Marines,Ex 1933 DPO 4-B on cov $10
19 OKLA,Hanson,Ex 1931 DPO 4-B on cov $8
20 Hayden,Ex 1934 DPO 4-B on cov $8
21 Cold Spring,Vg+ DPO 4-B photo cd Otter Crek $8
22 Keystone,Ex 1931 DPO magneta 4-B on cov $8
23 Kiel,Vg 1913 cds DPO UX 24,(now Pershing) $8
24 Luties;Ex 1931 DPO magn6ta 4-B on cc cov $8
25 Nuyaka,Ex 1934 DPO 4-B on cov $8
26 OREGON,Boyer,Ex 1913 DPO 4-B on gc $15
27  TEXAS,Rosslyn,Ex 1914 DPO 4-B on UX 22 $10
28 WISC,Adell, Ex 1907 Ty 3(5)doane Photo cd $10
29 R.F.D.KANS,Sedgwick,Ex 1905 Ty 1(2)on cov $15
30  N.H.Chester,Ex 1908 Ty 8S2 on gc $10
31 VT.Worcester,Ex 1908 Ty 2T(l)ppc Montpelier $10
32 N.C.Marion(Clinchfield Rur Sta)Ex 1931 4-B $8

Magenta on ppc w/many era autos + bus.
33 Wilmington(Carolina Rur Sta)Ex 1931 DBL circle $8
34 VA Harrisonburg(Mt.Clinton Rur Sta,Ex 1940 $8

MACHINE CANCELS,Doremus,Flag,Levitt,Barry,ect.

35 NEV,Goldfield,Ex JUNE 1906 doremus,cov front $25
36 N.C.Durham,Ex 1901 D-or m@us on cov $3
37 CAL,Pomona,Ex 1916 B26 fc(SD 16-OS)gc $15
37A COLO,Estes Park,Ex 1926 A14 fc on ppc $10
38 ILL,Elmhurst,Ex 1924 A14 fc on cov $4
39 Herrick,Ex 1933 A14 fc,lll cov Dog Breeder, $10

#9,folded in center,Dog lllustrated,v/nice
40 IND,French Lick,Ex 1914 A14 fc ppc hotel $3
41 IOWA,Perry,Ex 1914 A14 fc mourning cov,encl $6
42 MO, Elsberry,Ex 1936 A14 fc,PM signed cov $10
43 Cameron,Ex 1924 A14 fc on cov $5
44 Monett, Ex 1911 B4(l) fc on gc $8
45 Rolla, Ex 1924 A14 fc on cov $5
46 N.Y.Hammondsport,Ex 1931 A14 fc on cov $10
47 Schuylerville,Ex 1927 Al4 Fcties #644 c6v $10
48 N.J.Bradley Beach,Ex 192? A14 fc ppc dam $3
49 Spring Lake Beach,Ex 1922 A14 fc Hotel cou $10
50 N.C.Warrenton,Ex 1930 A14 fc on cov $10
51 S.C.Charleston,Vg+1900 B26 slogan fc on cc

cov,minor soiling,minor trm 1/e cov $50
52 LEVITT,Dayton,0.Rec C&D cancels on UX 7,Ex $8
53 1876 Wells Fargo c/f,dam,Salinas City Oval $10
54 1879 Wells Fargo cov,Monterey oval Exc $25
55 CAL,Brentwood,Ex 1908 Ty 3(7) doane on cov $10
56 OKLA Taft,Ex 1905 Ty 2(|) doane IND T cov ft $10
57 WASH.Hadlock Ex 1905 TY 2(4)POD cd,+Center $6
58 UTAH,Adamsville,Vg+ 1910 Ty 2(?)rec can pc $6
59 RPO’s,Columbusé&Lincoln,Ex 1910 935 F-1 ppc $8
60 Linc.&Falls City,Ex 1915 934 J-1 gc $8
61 Seaford&Camb.Vg 1911 264 C-l,tip off ppc $7
62 Spok.Pasco&Seat.Ex 892 0-1 ppc Union Dep,Por $10
63 Winkelman&Phoenix,Vg 1918 968 I-C-2 $8
64 Solomon&Beloit,Vg 1913 916 G-2(lite Itrs)gc $8
65 ElPaso,Tx Trans.Clerk,Vg+1909 497 E-1 ppc $6
66 Keokuklowa, Trans Clk.Ex 1915 802 E-1 ppc $9
67 Okla,Rock Island Depot,Hobart,Vg ppc 1910 $8
68 Okla,AT&SF Depot,Alva,Vg+ 1911 ppc $8
69 BOSTON,EX 1907 BO 10c ppc car going into Sub $6
70 BOSTON,VG+ 1915,Bo 10F,|Iste use ppc $6
71 CLEVELAND,EX 1909 C-L-b Tr 9,ppc $6

All lots sold at adlight advance over 2nd highest
bid. Minimum bid $2.00.

Photo copies, maximum 3 lots SASE. Lots
shipped at buyers expense.

Unsatisfactory lots returnable within 10 days.
ALL BIDS MUST BE POSTMARKED BY MAay 29, 1999
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A “Mosquito Fleet” Sailor

By Michael Dattolico

On April 25, 1898, the United States declared war
against Spain, and amost immediately there was
plenty of action. The Spanish fleet based in the
Philippines was defeated by a smaller but better
trained American naval force commanded by
Admiral George Dewey on May 1, 1898. The
battle, fought within the confines of Manila Bay,
marked the end of Spanish influence in the Pa-
cific region and left Dewey in control of the Ma-
nila Bay/Cavite area.

But the Philippine Islands was not the only
combat areainwhich American naval forceswere
successful against Spain. In late May, 1898, a
powerful array of U.S. warships were positioned
near key Cuban ports. The most important depl oy-
ment of U.S. naval might was near the island’'s
southeastern inlet at Santiago De Cuba. Many of
Spain’swar vessel swere based there, and Ameri-
can warships awaited their movement into open
water to fight. Theinevitable showdown occurred
on July 3, 1898, when the Spanish naval squad-
ron sortied into open water. U.S. warships met
the Spanish fleet and hammered its shipsinto junk.
Asin the Pacific, the defeat of the Spanish fleet
at Santiago de Cuba curtailed Spanish power and
influence in the Western Hemisphere.

While magjor U.S. warships defeated the Span-
ish navy at Santiago de Cuba, another flotilla of
U.S. ships fought the Spaniards with tenacity
along Cuba's coastlines. They wereamotley col-
lection of older but sturdy boats, some of which
were refurbished harbor tugs built during the Civil
War. Many officers regarded them as unsafe, in-
effective castoffs destined for the scrap heap. But
navy engineers converted them into gunboats for
servicein Cuba s shallow coastal waters. Despite
their age and lack of speed, they attacked aggres-
sively and maneuvered before the enemy could
hit back.

One is not sure if the moniker, “Mosquito
Fleet” originated among the sailors who manned
the boats or the newspapermen who wrote about
them. The name may have been an off-handed

Figure 1. The U.S.S. Leyden as she appeared in
1898. The former harbor tug was fitted with deck
guns and saw service along Cuba’s northern coast.

compliment which compared the gunboats to the
pesky mosquito, which stung without warning and
was gone before it could be swatted.

Perhaps “mosquito” was used because like
the boats, the insect is small. Or possibly it was
because the boats fought near Cuba, which was
infested with theinsects. Neverthel ess, the squad-
ron fought with valor and distinction during the
Spanish-American War.

The U.SS Leyden was part of the so-called
“Mosquito Fleet” that deployed off the coast of
Cuba in May, 1898. (Figure 1). Originally
launched as a harbor tug in 1864, the Leyden’s
engines were overhauled in the spring of 1898,
making her capable of speeds up to 13 knots.
Naval deck gunswereinstaled, and aU.S. navy
crew took command when her wartime make-over
was completed. Thetug-turned-gunboat was com-
manded by Lt. Walter S. Crosley, an experienced
officer who had previously commanded the U.S.
Revenue Service cutter, Algonquin.

The gunboat’s first action occurred on May
14, 1898, when she provided naval gunfire sup-
port to the sailors and marines who cut the tele-
graph cable at Cienfuegos, Cuba. The Leyden next
drew blood at the end of May when it shelled a
Spanishfortification at Matanzas, Cuba. News of
that action raced acrossthe nation and was printed
in many of America's newspapers. The Colum-
bus Dispatch newspaper covered the action on
June 1st. (Figure 2).
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GUNS SILENCED!

The Ulcas Arnid Leyden Of The

Mosquito Fleet Destroy a Spanish
Block Fort

In the Harbor of Matanzas by Their
Big Shells

Figure 2. Part of the June 1, 1898, headline of the
Columbus Dispatch describing the Leyden’s first
major action. The U.S.S. Ulcas, also mentioned, was
a refurbished harbor tug.

When President McKinley declared war
against Spain, he redlized that the navy would play
amajor role. To assure that the fleets were fully
manned, he ordered to active duty nearly 4,000
naval reservists. The Chicago Naval Reserveforce
was one of thelargest unitscalled up for seaduty.
Norman Betts, a20-year-old Chicago native, was
amember of that unit when it was activated.

After being mobilized for federal ser-
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nance facilities. The Navy’'s station ship, U.SS.
Lancaster, was anchored there and served as a
temporary billet for sailors awaiting permanent
assignment. Some basic training also took place
onthe Lancaster, which wasthe oldest active duty
naval vessel then in service. Upon arrival at Key
West, Norman Betts and shipmateswere assigned
there. (Figure 4).

To the soldiers, sailors and marines serving
onor near Cuba, however, themost important Key
West place wasits post office. Navy and War De-
partment officials made surethat the postal needs
of U.S. troops serving on or around Cubareceived
the highest priority. For atime, the Key West post
officewas one of the busiest postal spots north of
the equator.

U.S. Army mail wasaso handled by the Key
West post office. Eben Brewer, U.S. postal agent
for Cuba, had already arranged for accumulated
soldiers’ mail to be picked up by U.S. warships
planning to embark at Key West. It was an unof-
ficial arrangement but one that worked well, ex-
cept for abrief period in July when a yellow fe-
ver epidemic kept naval personnel away fromthe
idandfor afew days. After Brewer’sdeath, Lewis
Kempner continued to gather and deliver accu-
mulated soldiers’ lettersto naval representatives.
By early June, 1898, the Key West postal folks
may have been the most overworked mailmen in
the nation. (Figure5).

vice, Bettsand his shipmateswended their
way south to the naval base at Mobile,
Alabama. Like many excited, homesick
youths, he wrote to his parents at every
opportunity, mailing postal cards at the
many stops along the way. The postal sta-
tionery shown as Figure 3 is an example
of Betts' prolific volume of mail sent to
family and friends as he headed south. It
was mailed to hisfather on May 29th from
Montgomery, Alabama. After abrief lay-
over at Mobile, most Chicago naval re-
servists moved to the naval base at Key
West, Florida
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Key West, located a scant 90 miles

from Havana, was the hub of naval sup-
port activity for the Cuba area of opera
tions. It was the site of amajor navy sup-
ply depot, a huge coa pile and mainte-

Figure 3. Postal stationery mailed by Chicago naval reservist
Norman Betts from Montgomery, Alabama in late May, 1898. It
is one of many postcards sent to his parents and friends during
the train ride to Mobile. Betts stated that the temperature was
“....over 100 degreesin the shade....”
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Figure 4. The U.SS Lancaster, a steam frigate, was the station ship at Key West.

New sailors were billeted there and received rudimentary training aboard while

awaiting a permanent assignment to a war ships of the regular fleet. The Lancaster

was thelast “ Old Navy” warship still in servicein 1898.
begin to pile up, causing the postal staff to won- dressing the | etter to Mobile, but with cornercard
der if themen waskilled, missing, transferred, or instructions to forward it to Key West if it was
assigned to a ship that had temporarily left the not delivered at Mobile.(Figure 10). By the end
battle front. of June, the gunboat was back on station off the

Such wasthe case of the Ley- northern Cuban coast

den in June when she traveled to
Mobile, Alabama for several
weeks. The figure 9 postcard
probably caused the Key West
staff to wonder where Norman
Bettswas. The Leyden left Cuban
waters for Mobile in mid-June,
probably for restocking and rou-
tine maintenance. Betts wrote to
his father from Mobile on June
20th.

The young sailor avoided a
disrupted mail situation by telling

his father that he would be there i

for aweek. He instructed his fa-
ther to send his mail to the Key
West post office in late June.
Norman’s father immediately
wrote to him on June 23rd, ad-

—y

Figure 5. The North Atlantic fleet's base of operationsin the summer of
1898 was Key West. The tall building at |eft-center with flag flying was the
Key West post office, which handled most sailor and marine mail fromthe
Cuban front.



22

May 1999

La Posta

Figure 6. Letter addressed to Norman
Betts, Chicago Naval Reserve, Key West,
Florida, from Chicago on June 1, 1898.
Betts had only recently joined the
Leyden’s crew. The backstamp shows that
the Key West post office handled the letter
on June 5th. As the volume of mail
increased, the Key West staff backstamped
incoming mail less frequently.

Figure 7. Letter sent to Betts from
Chicago on June 6th. The letter was
addressed to the station ship, U.SS.
Lancaster, the last place he was as-
signed before joining the Leyden.
Keeping track of the frequent assign-
ment changes of the fleet’s sailors and
marines kept the Key West postal staff
was a never-ending task.
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Figure 8. Letter to Betts from Chicago
dated June 11th. Thisletter was addressed
to Betts while he was till listed as simply
a naval reservist. Postal markings show
himfirst aboard the Lancaster and then
on the Leyden.
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Figure 9. Postal stationery piece from Seaman Norman Betts to
his father on the 20th of June, 1898, from Mobile, Alabama.
Betts' note states only that his ship would be at Mobile for a few
days for repairs. He directed his father to send future mail back
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as athreat to American forces. The ships
suffered no casualties. Shown as figure
14 is the officia naval summary of the
battle.

The U.SS Leyden remained off the
| northern coast of Cubauntil early August,
‘98. The war was over and the Leyden
| accompanied the North Atlantic Fleet in

4 avictory parade up New York’s Hudson

River on August 20, 1898. The paradewas
| amuch-publicized event honoring thefleet
that defeated the Spanish navy at Cuba.
| While our navy basked in the victory pa-

* rade at New York, the Key West postal

clerks were facing a new, more difficult
task. Quitesimply, the U.S. fleet wasgone
but mail was still arriving for men who
had already departed. The Key West clerks

to Key West.

surance people knew that Seaman Norman Betts
was just a bit busy off the coast of Cuba. One
also wonders if he made the payment.

OnJuly 21, 1898, the U.S.S Leyden wasin-
volved initshiggest battle of the Spanish-Ameri-
can War. It occurred near the entrance to Nipe
Bay, Cuba. The Leyden, aong with the Wasp
and the gunboat, Annapolis, demolished Span-
ish coastal artillery positions, eliminating them

e /&Jma

Figure 10. June 23rd letter sent to Bettsin care of
the naval station at Maobile. The corner message
states, “ Forward to Key West if not called for” .

was faced with the task of forwarding let-
ters to servicemen who had departed the
area.

After the parade, American warships moved
to their home anchorages. The Leyden’s home
port was Newport, Rhode Island. Figure 15isa
letter mailed to Betts from his father after the
fleet had |eft Cuban waters. Key West clerksfor-
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Figure 11. A remarkable naval cover sent from
Seaman Norman Betts postmarked at the Key West
post office on July 3, 1898. The letter states,
“....the Dons have to come out and fight us. We are
waiting for their move....”
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THE NAVIES CLASH-July 3, 1898
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Figure 12. Headline featuring the epic July 3, 1898 naval battle between the Spanish and the American fleet. At
that time, the Leyden was watching for an attack along the northern coastline.

warded it to Betts from Key West to New York.
Fromthere, it was sent to Newport, Rhode I sland,
wherethe L eyden wasbased. Somewhereinroute,
the marking, “RETURN TO SENDER - UN-
CLAIMED” was applied. This much-routed let-
ter was returned to Chicago by the Newport,
Rhode Island postal personnel in late September,
1898.

Betts and other reserve seamen who had
fought as part of theregular U.S. navy were tem-
porarily assigned to the New York station ship,
U.SS Vermont to await demobilization and dis-
charge. Figure 16 is a postal stationery card
mailed from Norman Bettson Sentember 4 1898

Figure 15. A much-routed cover addressed to Seaman Norman Betts of the
U.SS Leyden from Chicago on August 17, 1898. When it was addressed
to Key West, the gunboat had departed the area with the rest of the fleet.
The gunboat was assigned to Newport, Rhode Island as its home port.
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3d notiee,

RETURN THIS WHOLE SHEET.

H. H, WaLkag, Secretary. ¥. L. Jov, Cashier.

QFFICE OF WESTERN FARM DEPARTMENT

Home Insurance Gompany of New York.
%H/:‘ﬂw z. __J L15 1845

w2 : B
Ycurﬁfinsmllmmu of premiom for insurance in the HoME INSURANCE
Company oF NEw YORK,
under Policy No. F. .7 G/ & H $%é .7?

under Policy No. Gl -
B

l. -9 =2
B TS s G4 2L
Amount to be remitted, $ &7 /F é’_ f‘

is nearly sixty dayy past due. By the terms of your anFIication. your poliey, and your install-
ment note, this Company is not liable for any loss or damage thut may vecur to the property
described in said policy Juring the period of default in the payment of ‘any installment of said
note, and you are liable mow for the whole amount of unpaid note, with costs of suit,
As s matter of business courtesy to you (neither the policy nor note requiring it of us), we de-
pusited in the Post Office at Chicago, addressed to you, as indicated on your application for
insurance, one notice fifteen days before the Inatallment fell due, and another notice fifteen
days after the same fell due. We have received no response to either. Before placing your
Installment Note in the hands of the Attorney of this Company for collection, we scnd you
this our THizD notice, and hope to receive a prompt remittance from you by draft on Chicago
or New York, or by Post Office Order, or Express Money Order, payable to Home IxsuraANCE

Coumpany oF N. V. If a prompt remittance is not reccived, we shall proceed through legal

channels to collect.

under Policy No.

Respectfully yours,
H. H. WALKER, Becretary.

.5.—Do not fail to fill and the following blank, attached below, and return this
whole sheet, with the remittance, in the return envelope, writing your nams plainly; also name
of Past Office at which you now receive your mail, so that we may change our records if your
name or address is not recorded correctly.

A —

189
H. H. WALKER, Sec'Y WESTEARN FARM DEP'T OF
. HOME INSURANCE COMPANY OF N. ¥,
Dear Sir:
Enclosed herewith I hand you § __to pay miy
——__ Instaltment for Insurance in the Home Insurance Company of
New York, under Policy No.— . ..__and under Policy No. .

Please forward a receipt for the amount.

Write plainly : == i
Yowr Pust Office—
Your County_____ e s
Your Stoie

WHEN WRITING TO THE COMPANY ALWAYS GIVE THE NUMBER OF YOUR POLICY.

Reatit to CHICAGO Office for this Installment. Do nat pay it to any Agent or Sub-Agent.

Make all Drafts and Money Orders payable to HOME INSURANCE CO. of
New York, and not to any individual person or persons.

@b‘%-

Figure 13. Anironic piece of mail sent to Norman Betts in late July, 1898. It isthe third notice
notifying himthat his life insurance policy would be cancelled unless if sent the amount due

soon. Apparently, the insurance company didn’t realize that Betts was a bit busy off the coast
of Cuba at the time.
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1. 8. 8. LEYDEN,
Ray of Nipe, Cuba, July 21, 1898,

S I respectflly submib the following report of the duty per-
formed by this vessel under your ordera this day at this place:

In obedienes to your orders, [ approached the entrance to this bay,
closely followed by the U. 3. 8. Waap, snd cotered it ot 11,30 a, m.
The firat indication of tho prosence of the enemy was from tlie high hill
to the right of the first turn in the chanunel, where a blockhonse and
gigmal station were seen.  Severnl signuls were made, aa follows: An
American flag was hoisted and quickly run down; o black ball or shape,
surmounted by a red penoant, was next rnn up; this was qoickly run
down, and the same a‘}mpot‘nur:mmnt.iru; a gquare blve flag, mrlmaﬂ it;
this was in tnrn replaced by a Spanish flag with the same ball under i,

The Wasp fired some shots at this station, but my orders as received
from yon did not allow me to fire nntil fired upen. The Leyden was
firelt npon from this station by small arms, many shots striking in the
immedinte vicinity of the vessel, but none striking her. At the same
time a bright lookout was maintained for mines or torpedocs, but noth-
ing to indieate the presence of anything of the kind was seen, except
six loats, such aa are genarally nsel for fshing pots. At the timi} the
shots wera fired from the shore, I discovered a vessel at anchor Wlt-lll'i'ﬂ
the bay, and was able to make out n man.of-war llying the Spauvish
eolora. :

Almort immediately I was able to communicate this discovery to the
commanding officer of tho Wasp, who, in turn, signaled to yow At

the same time I found a stake in the water with #3,000" marked upon a
white board secured thereto, and a puft of simoke was seen L issue [rom
the Spaniah veasel. The shot fell near the Leyden, and was imwmediately
tollowed by two more which fell equally near.

By this time both the Wasp and the Leyden were firing rapidly, at
the same time stenming toward the Spaniard., I begun lring at 4,000

ards snd continuad living till the vessal under your comwasud, whicl
Lul cutered while the Waep and Leyden were eugaged, censed firing,
Maoy shota from the Leyden were seen to strike the vessel, the total
number fired being as followa: G-pounder, 6U; 1-pownder, 108,

I kept on toward the Spuniard, shiftiug the helm to fire the G pounders
alternately, and ceased firing at 1,000 yards, when she was seen to have
a list to port and to be down by the head.

Alout ten minutes alter the Leyden commenced Aring, two Louts Glled
with men were seen to leave the vessel and pull ashore.

Three more shots were fived irow her forwasd guns aod another boat
algo tillod with men loft tho vessel. Tho fourth and last seen to leave
was a steam Jauuch, and it was apparently well filled with men.

I wos able to see that the Spaniard was sinking, and at oneo steamed
in closa to her, sending o hoat for the purpose of getling her colors baforn
shie sunk, Her Hagstifl had been shot away ubout the time ber Rust
shot was fired, aud the Leyden's whaleboat succeeded in getting the
colors before the ship's stern went under water, This flag was turncd
over to the Loat sent from the vessel nuder your command.

I'rom the position in which the Leyden waa, [ am positive that a 4-inch
shell from the Annapelis struck the Low of the Spaniurd, amd from Lhe
fact that she went down bows frst, it would seem that this shot was
instrumental in sinking ber,

I respectfully call attention to the splendid, behavior of the officers
and men of the Leyden, for while she was being fired upon from astern
by small arws and frow ahead by the guns of the Spauish vessel, thero
wa3 nothing but an eagerness to fire bher own guns with greater accu-
racy visible smong them.

In sceordance with the instruetions® received from you, I did not
commence firing from the Leyden until I was fired upon from the Spanish
vossel, the Jorge Juan.

Very respectfully, W. 8. CnosLEY,
Ensign, U, 8 N, Communding,
The OoMMANDING QFFIOER,
U. 8. 8. Annapolis, Sciive Officer Present.

Figure 14. The official history of the July 21, 1898, battle
between Spanish forces and ships of the American “ Mosquito
Fleet” . It was the main combat action of the Leyden and
Spoanish forces during the Spanish-American War.
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%"n-f -%’ rke é":f' T Figure 16. Norman Betts mailed
A L s ﬂlwf_’a-r e . this postal stationery ca_rd to his
) } - s }.: o= #ﬂ e y father from New York City on
i f; o ‘f-‘ﬂ_,- . : i 3 e /C 434 September 4, 1898. He stated that
b {24, ! fi.‘ i he would be discharged soon, and
e Sl ; his baggage would follow within
Pl e o L., 3 the week. Betts also told his father
B bl i : e A i . that he would be assigned to the
Peg _J‘ s ; : i ; U.SS Vermont, the navy's station
SO e ek et o Lo s ship at New York until his
? J"- r..*‘-"; s 4 a.*{l .;: :.I_.-.._.-f £ il i r . & f .f{ i {: '-// dig:harge'
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JoHN V. FARWELL COMPANY,
CHCAGD, ILLINOIS.

PROTECTIVE POCKETS!

ARCHIVAL MYLAR “D,” POLYPROPYLENE
(100% acid free), and SAFETY VINYL.

ALL POCKETS PROTECT BUT, KRISTAL KARE, INC. PROTECTS SAFELY
YES, SAFELY PROTECT YOUR COVERS, STAMPS, POSTCARDS, ETC.

Let us prove our quality to you! Send us your name and addresy and
we'll RUSH YOU our “GET TO KNOW US” SAMPLE KIT.
A $3 retail value YOURS ABSOLUTELY FREE! MADE IN THE USA.

W Yes, ] want to protect my covers and stamps,
RUSH my FREE sample kit today. T understand no salesman will call.

KRISTAL KARE, INC.

Q PO. Box 396, IMicksville, NY 11802
CALL FOR PROMPT SERVICE — 516-822-2561
Collectors Club of NY, U5, 1869, PRA, USPCS, USCC
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The Post Offices of Campbell County,
Kentucky

by Robert M. Rennick

Campbell wasthe mother county for what
is now called Northern Kentucky. The state's
nineteenth county in order of establishment, it was
organized by legidative act on December 17, 1794
from parts of Mason, Scott, and Harrison Coun-
ties. Almost from the outset it lost most of itsorigi-
nal territory, first with the formation of Bracken
County in December 1796, followed by Pendleton
and Boonein December 1798. Grant was formed
from Pendleton in 1820, and Kenton was taken
on April 30, 1840 from what remained of
Campbell County west of the Licking River. At
that time Campbel | assumed itspresent 152 square
mileterritory. Thisislocated just above the mouth
of the Licking River, across the Ohio from Cin-
cinnati to which it has long been considered sub-
urban.

According to the 1990 Census, Campbell is
the state’s sixth largest county in population with
some 84,000 residents. Over eighty percent of
them live in fifteen incorporated cities ranging
from Newport with nearly 19,000 residents op-
posite downtown Cincinnati to the sixth classcit-
iesof Mentor and Californiawith fewer than 200.

The county was named for John Campbell (ca.
1735-1799), who arrived in America from his
native Ireland around 1755. After Revolutionary
War service he became aland speculator and fron-
tier trader, ultimately acquiring much of theterri-
tory that became downtown Louisville. He later
represented Jefferson County in Kentucky’sfirst
Consgtitutional Convention and Kentucky’s first
Senate.

Campbell County’s first court session was
held on June 11, 1795 at the home of pioneer John
Grant in the newly established town of
Wilmington on thewest side of the Licking River,
just above the mouth of Cruises Creek. Two years
later the seat was moved some twenty-two miles
north to Newport, at the mouth of the Licking,
where court sessions were held in the home of
Jacob Fowler. In 1823 the seat was moved again

to the small settlement of Visalia, back tothe west
bank of the Licking; but though this was in the
center of the county, it wastoo far from its popu-
lation center and was thus returned to Newport
the following year. With the organization of
Kenton County the court was again moved to the
more centrally located Alexandriawhere it more
or less officially remains. Actually, Campbell is
one of thetwo countiesin the state (Kentonisthe
other) that hastwo official county seats, with gov-
ernmental operationsdivided between acentrally
located smaller city and the county’slargest town
on the Ohio River.

This chapter will describe each of the thirty-
three independent post offices within Campbell
County’s present boundaries, locating them by
road miles from the court house in downtown
Alexandria. Several of Campbell’s incorporated
communities, particularly those adjacent to New-
port, are served by branches of the latter’s post
office. Those post officesin operation before 1840
in the area that became Kenton County will be
discussed in that chapter.

Newport, Campbell’s largest and oldest city
and its co-county seat, isasecond class city cen-
tered at itspost office on Fifth Street, some eighty-
fiveroad milesnorth of downtown Lexington. Its
population peaked at 31,000 in the 1950's and
has steadily declined since.

Newport’s site was part of the area first ac-
quired by Col. George Muse for French and In-
dian War service. He later traded it to the elder
James Taylor whose son, Hubbard, acting as his
agent, laid it out for atown in the winter of 1791-
92 and named it for Capt. Christopher Newport
(15657-1617) who had commanded the ships
bringing the first coloniststo Jamestown. Among
Newport's earliest settlers were the surveyor
Jacob Fowler (ca. 1789) and Hubbard's brother,
James, who had acquired hisfather’sholdingsand
was instrumental in establishing the county. By
mid-December 1795, when Newport received its
town charter, John Bartle and James M cClure had
opened thefirst stores; Fowler was maintaining a
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tavern; and Bartleand Lowe were providing ferry
serviceto Cincinnati. Within ashort time the new
county’s seat was moved here from Wilmington.

The local post office was established on Oc-
tober 6, 1800 as Campbell (or Newport) Court
House with Daniel Mayo asitsfirst postmaster.®
Sometime after 1800 the post office becamesim-
ply Newport. Branches of this office now serve
the communities of Dayton, Bellevue, Fort Tho-
mas, Cold spring, Highland Heights, and
Southgate.

The post office established by Samuel Bryan
as Grant's Lick on January 1, 1806 was named
for a deer lick and salt works on Phillips Creek.
The salt works was developed in the mid-1790's
by its then owner and name source John Grant
(1754-1826), a North Carolina native and mem-
ber of a prominent northern Kentucky pioneer
family. By 1804, when Grant entered into part-
nership with the younger James Taylor of New-
port and John Breckinridge to formally exploit
the salt deposits, acommunity of sorts had begun
to grow up around thelick. Grant’sbrother Squire
and William Dickerson had opened a store there
and Samuel Bryan was licensed to keep atavern
in hishome. In 1805 or 1806 Bryan assumed the
management of the salt workswhich by then was
supplying much of northern Kentucky and the
Bluegrass. By December 1874 when Grant'sLick
waslaid out as atown the community had several
businesses, including atobacco warehouse, grain
cradle factory, sawmill, stores, and a hotel. After
an intermittent existence the local post office
closed in 1950. Little remains but the local e-
ementary school on Clay Ridge Road, less than
half amile west of US 27 and 6 %2 miles south of
Alexandria.

Then there was the Grant’s Mill post office
that operated for less than a year from January
23, 1817. Its location is not known but it obvi-
ously served one of the several mills owned by
and named for members of the Grant family. Its
only known postmaster was a John Grant, Jr. But
his relationship to others of that family is not
known. Neither John, the developer and owner
of the salt works, nor his brother Squire (1764-
1833), who owned the mill on the Licking River,
had a son named John. Squire Grant’s mill was
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established in (or before) 1807 opposite the fu-
ture Visalia and was the eastern terminus of
Nathaniel Vise's ferry.?

Campbell’ssmallest incorporated place, Cali-
fornia, occupies the flood plain between the
present Ky 8 and the Ohio River, 82 miles south-
east of Alexandria. Sometime in the late 1780's
William Kennedy, a surveyor, settled some two
miles upriver at what later became Belmont (see
below). Here, by 1801, his son James had begun
ferry serviceto Point Pleasant on the Ohio shore.

OnJune 6, 1813 apost office was established
by the ferry and was called Kennedy’s Ferry.
John Read was the postmaster. In 1817 James G.
Lindsey succeeded Read and moved the office
about amilewest towhat, for at |east twenty years,
had been called the Flagg Spring Tract, and gave
this name to it. The tract had been named for a
single spring (extant by the 1970's) around which
somewild flowersof theiris (or flagg) family are
known to have grown.?

Sometime in the late 1840’s John H. Nelson
and E.P. Dameron laid out a town on a ten acre
site they had recently acquired from James M.
Young. This they named California presumably
for the western territory newly acquired by the
United Statesin which gold had just been discov-
ered. (About the same time, a short distance
upriver, asmall steamboat landing was given the
name Oregon.) On December 10, 1852 Nelson
established the California post office which op-
erated until mid-April, 1863. Two weeks later,
Thomas T. Tarvin moved the Flagg Spring post
officeto thissitewhereit resumed the California
name.

Thetown of California, which was incorpo-
rated on February 7, 1874, soon became an im-
portant river town with mills, stores, a cannery,
and other businesses. The 1937 flood destroyed
nearly all that had survived earlier floods, and by
1990 the community, with only 130 residents and
an active post office, was mostly acluster of mo-
bile homes and a few ranch style houses.

Flagg Spring, though, regained its post of-
fice on May 20, 1870 when it was re-established
inpostmaster John A. Jolly’sstore. From thistime
until it closed in mid-January 1907, the office
occupied several sites. In December of 1889 it
was moved by postmaster James L. Rice to the
C&O railroad tracks about half a mile from the
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river and 1 %2 milesfrom the site then of the Men-
tor post office. How long it stayed there and when
and if it returned to its original site is not yet
known. In December 1895 postal authorities saw
fit to make one word of the name. Today, Flagg
Spring (again identified as two words) is aresi-
dential community at the junction of Ky 10 and
735, haf a mile west of Mentor and three road
miles south of California.

Mentor, as such, did not have its own post
office until 1882. This sixth class city of some
170 residents now includes the old Ohio port of
Beallmont, the western terminus of James
Kennedy's ferry, and thus the site of the original
Kennedy'sFerry post office. The early history of
Beallmont isnot known. It may have been named
for the family of a Benjamin Beall of Campbell
County,* but by 1850 the name had been corrupted
to Belmont probably reflecting its pronunciation.

The Mentor name was given to the post of-
fice by storekeeper Samuel H. Cooper on July 31,
1882 in anticipation of the completion of the C& O
railroad tracks that followed the river up from
Covington and would extend to Ashland.
Campbell County historianswon't venture aguess
at the origin of Mentor, but | can’t help wonder-
ing if there was any connection with either (or
both?) August Menter of Dayton or F.N. Menter
of Newport, listed in the 1870 Census. Mentor,
incorporated in 1956, has had a meat processing
plant and was the center of limestone mining,
though today the half of its adult population that
isn’t retired commutes to city jobsin the Cincin-
nati area.

The fourth class city of Alexandria is
Campbell’sother county seat. It centersat itscourt
house on Ky 10, several blockseast of US 27 and
12 %> miles south-southeast of the other court
house in downtown Newport. The 1990 Census
reported some 5,600 residents.

Among the town site's earliest settlers were
Frank Spilman and his family from King George
County, Virginia who had acquired the 200 acre
site from William Kennedy in January, 1798. On
May 17, 1819 (four months before Spilman be-
gan to develop the area and sdll itsfirst lots) the
Alexandria post office was established with Wil-
liam DeCoursey, Jr. as its first postmaster. Both
the post office and the new town are said to have
been named for the city in Virginia that was then
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a part of the District of Columbia. A legidative
act approved on February 22, 1834 incorporated
thecity of Alexandria, Kentucky on land that had
been heired by Spilman’s children, and authorized
are-survey by William Grant.

With the formation of Kenton County in 1840,
Campbell’s seat was relocated to this more cen-
trally located site. After along challenge by New-
port, an agreement was reached to divide govern-
mental activities, with the fiscal court and judi-
cial offices in Newport and other administrative
functions in Alexandria. Otherwise Alexandria
remains to this day a basically residential com-
munity with some retail and service establish-
ments and its post office.

In my Kentucky Place Names®, | pointed out
that the fourth class city of Southgate on US 27,
one mile south-southeast of downtown Newport,
never had an independent post office. But ashort-
lived Southgate post office did serve an earlier,
short-lived Southgate community just above the
mouth of Pond Creek. Thiswas part of the 1,000
acretract on the Licking River that Squire Grant
had acquired from William Kennedy in 1796. On
sixteen acres of this land the Legidature autho-
rized the establishment of the town of Salisberry
on December 22, 1806,. But when, by August
1808, it became apparent that this town would
never get off the drawing board, Grant's 1,000
acre tract was sold to Richard Southgate (1773-
1857), aNew York-born lawyer, who had settled
in Newport in 1795 and was then representing
the county in the legislature.

Plansto return the Campbell seat to the geo-
graphic center of the county led to another attempt,
in 1822/23, to establish a town at the mouth of
Pond Creek. This and its post office were called
Southgate. But when the seat was located in
Visdlia instead, the town of Southgate died in
infancy and its post office closed in 1824. Now
nothing marksthesite, just off Indian Trace Road,
4 Y5> miles southwest of Alexandria.

Thehamlet of Carthage, centering at thejunc-
tion of the Washington Trace and Carthage (now
Rt. 1996) Roads, six miles east of Alexandria,
was named for the ancient North African city de-
stroyed by the Romans in the Third Punic War.
No one knows why it was given this name but,
according to alegidative act, it was so identified
at least by January, 1814. Its post office was es-
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tablished on May 22, 1828, with Alanson Gray,
postmaster, and intermittently served the commu-
nity through April, 1907.

For much of the nineteenth century the Cold
Spring name identified a neighborhood extend-
ing along the Alexandria Pike (now US 27) that
included the present cities of Highland Heights
and Cold Spring. It was named, probably before
1800, for one (or more?) of severa perennial
springs of clear, cold water about where the East
AlexandriaPikejoinsthe AlexandriaPike, which,
for years, supplied the drinking water for the
neighborhood’s farm families. More specificaly
the name identified the community that grew up
around the old Licking Baptist Church, just south
of the site of the later St. Joseph’s Orphanage.
Thisis believed to have been the site of the pio-
neer (Thomas) Reese’s Settlement.

The Cold Spring post office was established
by Oliver DeCoursey on June 13, 1832 and was
then six miles northwest of Alexandria. The city
of Cold Spring wasincorporated in March, 1941
to avoid annexation by its northern neighbor,
Highland Heights, which had become a city in
1927. In 1958 the post office ceased operation as
an independent office, having merged with High-
land Heights to form the Newport branch called
Cold Spring-Highland Heights. Today the fifth
classcity of Cold Spring, still centered at thejunc-
tion of US 27 and East AlexandriaPike, 5%amiles
northwest of Alexandria, has a population of
2,900.

The post office of Tibbatts Cross Roads, op-
erating intermittently at several sites between
April 11, 1840 and mid-March 1875, is believed
to have been located first in postmaster Henry
Thomas' home, which may have been at thejunc-
tion of the present Ky 154 and Burns Road, 9 ¥
miles south of Alexandria. The family for which
it was named included John W. Tibbatts, a New-
port attorney who later led a Kentucky regiment
inthe Mexican War, and L eo Tibbattswho served
asapostmaster inthelate 1840'sand early 1860's.

Hayfield, said to be the name of one of the
Taylor family’s farms, and later applied to a pre-
cinct north of Alexandria, was also given to a
short-lived post office on Four Mile Creek, some
three miles north-northeast of the court house.
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This was operated by John Maines and John
Applegate between December 29, 1845 and late
May, 1847.

Sometime in the late 1840's the Hayfield vi-
cinity was settled by several German-Catholic
familieswhose small community around their St.
Joseph Catholic Church was called Camp
Springs. Thereare springsin that areabut it'snot
known to what the Camp may havereferred. The
Camp Spring House, atavern ontheold Four Mile
Pike (now Ky 547), between the Lower and Up-
per Eightmile Roads, may have been its source.
From July 10, 1871 through January of 1907,
William Uthe and his family operated the Camp
Springs post office just south of the tavern and a
mile north of the church.

On March 9, 1867 the two independent but
adjacent towns of Jamestown and Brooklyn com-
bined to form the present fourth class city of Day-
ton. This areaon the Ohio River wasfirst settled
around 1796 by the Washington Berry family.
Jamestown was laid out and chartered in early
1848 on 170 acres then owned by James Taylor
Berry, James M. McArthur, and Henry Walker.
Brooklyn waslaid out in November 1848 (though
it was not chartered till the following February)
on land owned by shipbuilder and realtor Burton
Hazen. A post office, probably to serve both com-
munities, was established as Brooklyn on Novem-
ber 12, 1849 (with Samuel Bassett, postmaster).
It is not known if an attempt was ever made to
locate an office at Jamestown, but since that name
was already in use in Kentucky, it would haveto
be called something el se.

The union of the two towns was considered
inevitable asthey had much in common. Both had
sawmills, rope walks, steamboat landings and
hotels; but neither had a post office since
Brooklyn's had closed in April, 1856. To obtain
the one new officethe government would approve
for this area, the two towns would need to come
together. They did officially in March, 1867 as
Dayton, and that name was given to the new post
officeon May 12, 1868 (with Charles McArthur,
postmaster). But in June, 1896 that office became
a branch of Newport.

Why any of these nameswas applied remains
amatter of conjecture. It is merely assumed that
someof Brooklyn's early settlershad comefrom
that east coast city. Jamestown could have re-
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ferred to the Virginia colony since Newport, only
a mile down river, had been named for the En-
glish sea captain who had brought the first set-
tlersto Virginia. Or it could have honored two of
the Campbell town’s founders, Berry and
McArthur, and/or the younger James Taylor of
Newport, Berry’s maternal grandfather.

Inthefirst week of July, 1866 citizensof both
towns agreed to the merger and accepted Dayton
for their new city. According to an account in the
July 4, 1866 issue of the Cincinnati Daily Enquirer
it was named for the city in Ohio that had been
founded in 1803. Some county historians, though,
claimthe namerefersto alocal mill that had been
built and operated by an early family of Daytons'.
A Luther Daytonwaslistedin Campbell County’s
1850 Census.

On April 26, 1866 the same Cincinnati paper
listed the names that had been suggested for the
new town: Stanbery, Skillbeck, Hallam and
Berryville (for prominent Campbell Countians),
Crescent, Benaville, Lookout, and North Point
(geographically descriptive), Campbleton (sic),
and Buchanan®

Duetoitssite onthe Ohio river bottom, Day-
ton fell victim to frequent flooding. It sustained
population losses for much of the present century
when many of itsresidents, instead of rebuilding,
choseto relocatein hilly Fort Thomasto the east
and south. Fewer than 6,600 residents were
counted in the 1990 Census.

Somewherein the vicinity of the present As-
pen Grove is the probable site of the short-lived
Bird Woods (July 6, 1852 to April 13, 1854) post
office. It was likely named for its only postmas-
ter, Foster Byrd.

The post office serving the community of
Perssmmon Grove had three names. Centered at
the junction of the present Routes 824 and 1121,
which is 5 ¥ miles south-southeast of Alexan-
dria, it was probably named for alocal grove of
persimmon trees. The post office, established in
this name on March 11, 1856 with Jacob White,
postmaster, closed in mid-December of the fol-
lowing year. It was re-established by Isaiah T.
Hayman on January 18, 1860 but was called Kane
possibly for T.G. Kane then living in that vicin-
ity. In February, 1903 postmaster David S. Brown
had the named changed to Schoolfield, which the
office bore until it closed at the end of Novem-

May 1999

ber, 1909. My guess is that the third name hon-
ored Charles B. Schoolfield, a Bracken County-
born, Dayton, Kentucky physician (ne 1837), but
I’ve not yet learned why.

Campbell’s second largest town (with 21990
population of some 16,000) isthefourth classcity
of Fort Thomas. For much of the nineteenth cen-
tury the areawithin thetown’s present boundaries
was divided into two distinct areas. The north
centered around what was sometimes referred to
asRossford or Mount Pleasant (thelatter derived
from the ancestral home of the Taliaferro family
inthevicinity of the present St. Catherine of Siena
Church and School.) Thiswas served by the New-
port post office, some 2 %2 air miles west. Later
this area became known (inexplicably) as
Guywville.

The southern part, centered roughly around
the site of the future fort (and present V.A. Hos-
pital) were served by the Dale post office. This
office, established by John Lilley on July 25, 1856,
operated intermittently at several locations. The
first is believed to have been at the junction of
the present South Fort Thomas Avenue and River
Road. Its name source is not known. One might
guestion if it could have been named for one Wil -
liam W. Dale who is mentioned in Campbell
County’s 1850 Census.

In 1867 the two areas informally merged to
form the District of Highlands, so-called for its
hilly location above the Ohio bottoms and, possi-
bly, for the Scottish home of many of its early
settlers. In 1887 the U.S. Congress authorized the
replacement of theflood-prone Newport Barracks
by an army post in the vicinity of the Dale post
office. Thisit named for Union General George
Henry Thomas (1816-1870). The Dale post of-
fice closed in June of 1899, and another officeto
servethefort was opened asabranch of the New-
port office. First called merely Station A, New-
port, it was later renamed Fort Thomas, but re-
mains to this day a Newport branch.

To avoid annexation by Newport, an ongo-
ing effort for a number of years, the citizens of
the Highlands District agreed in 1914 to formally
incorporate. The new city took the name of the
fort. Since 1941 the Fort Thomas branch post
office has been at the centrally located junction
of Fort Thomas and Highland Avenues.
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A trailer park, some summer cottages, and
several eating placesiswhat remains of the Ohio
bottom community long known as | ndian Spring
, how called Ross. Thelndian Spring post office
was established on October 8, 1858 with Theodore
Stillwell, postmaster. It waslocated lessthan half
amile abovethe mouth of Eight Mile Creek, about
six miles northeast of Alexandria. It closed in
November, 1880 and re-opened the following
month as Ross, with Henry H. Berry, postmaster.

Until the 1880’s, when the Cincinnati South-
eastern (later the C& O) Railroad came through,
therewaslittlein that vicinity but the post office.
By the end of the century, however, the commu-
nity served by the station and post office had at
least a hundred residents who supported several
stores, awagon factory, and Jacob B. Martz' ho-
tel. Also here, after the First World War, was Jacob
F. (Jake) Martz’ baseball diamond, amusement
park, and picnic grounds.

The derivations of the Indian Spring and
Ross names are not known. It is believed that the
railroad was responsible for the latter. Another
Ross post office may have operated somewhere
in the county for a couple of years after August
of 1821, but nothing isknown of it or itstwo post-
masters, Lucius and John Ross.

The Ten Mile post office was at the Ten Mile
House, atavern operated by the first postmaster
and local storekeeper, Balthaser Ziegler, on the
early main road between Newport and Alexan-
dria, some 2 ¥2miles north of thelatter. Thisroad
later became US 27 and is now the East Alexan-
dria Pike (US 27 having been diverted through
Low Gap, half amilewest). For much of thetime
that this post office was in operation, between
April 6, 1867 and mid-December 1910, it served
two stores and a wagon shop. It is believed to
have been named for its site ten miles from the
Ohio River at Newport. It is not, however, to be
confused with Ten Mile Station, established in
1792 in the Ohio bottom below the mouth of Ten
Mile Creek.

Clarville, onthe present Ky 9 Licking Pike,
3 ¥amiles south of Alexandria, wasathriving vil-
lage in the late nineteenth century. Its post office
was established on September 3, 1868 as Pond
Creek, for thelocal stream, aLicking River tribu-
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tary. It was renamed for and by its storekeeper
and first postmaster, William T. Clary in October
1876, and operated until October, 1919.

Swiss-born John Andreas Gubser (1830-
1897) arrived in the newly settled Twelve Mile
Creek neighborhood in the mid-1840's. Some
twenty-five yearslater he acquired from William
DeMoss a steam-powered saw and grist mill, and
it and the community that began to develop around
it soon came to be known as Gubser’s Mill
[ghoob/sarzmihl]. On May 16, 1870 Gubser’'s
storekeeper brother-in-law, John Nicholaus Chalk,
started thelocal post office. Rather than Gubser’s
Mill, Chalk’s intended name, the office was es-
tablished as Guber’s Mill, an obvious error. The
office closed in July, 1872 but was re-established
by Chak in April, 1881 as Gubser. With Chalk
itsonly postmaster, the office operated until mid-
October, 1906. Though the mill itself burned in
1922, the community where Rt. 1121 crosses
Twelvemile Creek, 7 %2 miles southeast of Alex-
andria, is till identified on published maps as
Gubser Mill.

One of the ten Kentucky post offices named
for the Licking River was operated by Henry
Neyer from October 31, 1879 through April, 1882
on the present Ky 9, overlooking the river, just
north of the mouth of Pools Creek, and 7 %2 miles
northwest of Alexandria.

The 320 mile long Licking River heads in
Magoffin County and joins the Ohio just below
Newport. It wasfirst called by the Shawnee their
equivalent of Salt River (Nepepimmasepe). The
explorer Thomas Walker on hisfirst discovery of
the upper reaches of the river in 1750 named it
Frederick’s River, probably for the Prince of
Wales, George Il's oldest son. For awhile it was
known as The Great Salt Lick Creek for the many
licksinthelow-lying grassy areasaongitslower
banks. Theriver assumed its present name before
the end of the eighteenth century.

The Hawthorne family owned land on Scaf-
fold Creek which joins the Licking River across
from Grants Bend. On October 25, 1880 James
H. Rusk opened the Hawthorne post officein his
store on the west bank of this creek, just up from
the river. Two moves, in 1902 and 1907, brought
the office to the banks of Ripple Creek, half a
mile south of the Licking Baptist Church, and 3
¥amiles northwest of Alexandria, whereit closed
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in August, 1914. Leroy Hawthorne, a power in
Campbell County politics, represented the county
in the state legidlature from 1864 to 1868.

Taylor B. Wiley's family name was his first
choice for the post office he would operatein his
store, 1 ¥4 miles up Twelvemile Creek (an Ohio
River tributary), 4 ¥2 miles east of Alexandria. It
was inexplicably called Marr instead, but lasted
only five months from August 8, 1881.

Edwin and Fanny Bray were more fortunate.
Brayville was applied to the post office they op-
erated from April 10, 1886 through July, 1903 on
the present Ky 154, half amilewest of Twelvemile
Creek, and eleven miles south of Alexandria.

Oneonta, with its curious pronunciation [ahn/
eelyeht/e], was the name of the C& O station and
post office just below the mouth of Twelvemile
Creek. Thiswas on or near the site of aFort An-
cient settlement and a possible prehistoric Indian
battle. The name, though, was a more historic
Iroquois term, meaning a“ stony place”, and was
that of the town in upstate New York where the
C&O’s owner, Collis P. Huntington once owned
a store and where his nephew, Henry Edwards
Huntington, then general manager of thisline, was
born. The Oneonta, Kentucky post office was es-
tablished on March 10, 1890 with Thomas L.
Berry itsfirst postmaster, and closed in May, 1926.

Johns Hill, an elevation between the present
city of Highland Heights and the Licking River,
isthe probable name source of the Johns Hill Pre-
cinct and the Johns Hill post office. The latter
was established on April 29, 1890 by George
Seither who, according to the 1883 Lake Atlas,
was living next door to something called The
Johns Hill House, just south of the St. John the
Baptist Catholic church and the cemetery that is
now called St. Joseph’'s. These were al on the
east side of the Licking Pike (now a part of Ky 9)
at itsjunction with Rt. 1998 (the JohnsHill Road),
some nine miles northwest of Alexandria. In the
fall of 1907, the post officewasmoved half amile
north to asitejust southeast of the mouth of Three
Mile Creek where it operated through July, 1913.

Both of the Johns Hill post office sites were
within the present limits of the fifth class city of
Wilder. Thiswas named for the old Wilder’s Sta-
tion on the L& N Railroad that had honored one
of that company’s board members, James Wilder
of Louisville’
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On the very day the Johns Hill post office
was established, August Fleig was officially au-
thorized to open hisPools Creek post officeright
where that stream joins the Licking River. This
was less than a mile south of the Licking Post
Office that had closed eight years before. In late
1904, postmaster Thomas W. Gosney moved the
Pools Creek office half amile east to about where
the present Pools Creek Road Number Two joins
Ky 9. Hereit closed in mid-November, 1915.

The two mile long creek heading in Cold
Spring was named for Samuel Pool, a tenant of
Richard Southgate whose property included, or
at least bordered on, this stream. It was earlier
called Bartles Run for John Bartle (1745-1839),
the Newport pioneer who, in July of 1794, had
acquired the stream as part of the 358 acres he
had bought from David Leitch.®

There is no historic basis for the 1961 deci-
sion of the U.S. Board on Geographic Names to
change the creek’s nameto Pooles. It wasidenti-
fied as Pools on al historic maps.

Directly across the Ohio River from the Co-
ney Idand Amusement Park in thetown of Parkers
Grove (now the southeastern end of Cincinnati)
was the community of Brent. According to the
late Harlan Hubbard, who grew up there, thiswas
first called Willison’s Landing for alocal family
at whoselog home Ohio River flatboatmen would
often stop and visit.° Since aferry gavethe amuse-
ment park accessto the railroad on the Kentucky
side of the river, the station established at
Willison’sin the late 1860's was also named Co-
ney Island. But that name applied to the post of-
ficewas considered too long and Newport’s post-
master, Philip B. Spence, was asked to suggest
another. He chose Brent for his fifteen year old
son.

William Webster Willison opened the Brent
post officeon May 15, 1890 one quarter of amile
bel ow the mouth of Fourmile Creek and 8 %2miles
northeast of Alexandria. Until the 1930's the
town’s economy was centered around a lumber
and coal yard, a sawmill, and one or two stores.
The post office closed the last day of 1914. The
C& O station continued for a number of years as
Brent, though, curiously, timetablesinthe 1920’s
listed it as one mile below the Coney (sic) Sta-
tion. Almost nothing remains of the community.
[-275 crossestheriver just below its old business
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district, and what's below that may now be a part
of the city of Highland Heights. Brent Spence,
the name source, later served his county in the
State Senate and, from 1931 to 1963, was his
district’s U.S. Congressman.

Some four miles upriver from Brent is the
sixth class city of Melbourne. This town, 6 3%
miles north of Alexandria, was founded and laid
out in 1890 on land mostly owned by Hubbard
Helm and C.B. Anderson and named, inexplica-
bly, for the city in Australia. Helm, who some
have thought came from Australia, was actualy
a Kentucky native of Virginia descent. It is not
even certain that he named the new town; some
say that a Belle Anderson, who owned land on
the hill at the south end of town, may have given
it its name. The Melbourne post office was es-
tablished on June 18, 1891 with Robert A. Carnes,
postmaster. It was later moved one quarter of a
mile south to the Twelvemile Pike (now Ky 8),
the main road through the town, where it contin-
uesto serveits 660 residentsand their rural neigh-
bors. The city wasincorporated on March 4, 1912
and re-incorporated in 1970.

When Henry Koeninger's preferred name
Lindwood was disallowed by the Post Office
Department, he succeeded in having his new of-
fice, on the west bank of Twelvemile, midway
between Alexandria and the Ohio River, called
Trace. He alone operated the office between Sep-
tember 24, 1891 and its closing in mid-Novem-
ber, 1913. Neither name has been derived, though
Trace may refer to the nearby Alexandria-Flagg
Spring Pike, a main route now identified as Ky
10.

Nicholas C. Rouse (1863-1942), itsonly post-
master, gave hisfamily’s nameto the Rouse post
office. From February 20, 1900 until mid-Janu-
ary, 1907 this served the Wesley Chapel vicinity
on the present Ky 10, a mere 500 yards from the
Pendleton County line and 10 % miles southeast
of Alexandria.

From August 6, 1900 through July, 1909 the
Kohler post office operated in postmaster Frank
Bezold's store on Twelvemile, two miles south-
west of Gubser Mill and 7 % miles south-south-
east of Alexandria. Hispreferred name St. Peter’'s,
probably for the Saints Peter and Paul Church and
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School, a mile down the creek, was disallowed
and Bezold's neighbor, Georg Kohler (1820-
1907), was chosen as the name source.

Campbell County’s newest post officeis Sil-
ver Grove which servesthefifth class city of that
name in the Ohio River bottom between
Melbourne and Brent, and 6 %2 miles north of
Alexandria. The town was established by the
C&O Railroad in 1912 to house the workers of
its newly relocated yard and shops. Its name is
believed to have been taken from apicnic grounds
at itslower end, just above the mouth of Fourmile
Creek, in which, apparently, alarge grove of sil-
ver maples had stood. Though the post officewas
given the Silver Grove name when it opened on
July 17, 1913 (with Frank E. Neltner, postmas-
ter), the local rail station and yards were called
Stevens for George W. Stevens, the C& O’spresi-
dent from 1900 to 1917. In 1930 the town was
opened up to non-C& O employees, and by 1940
it had ceased being a “company town” with its
residents assuming ownership of their homesand
supporting businesses. The city wasincorporated
in December, 1950 and now has a popul ation of
over 1,100.

SUMMARY

Five of Campbell’s thirty-three post offices
(Newport, Alexandria, Silver Grove, Melbourne,
and California) are all still in operation. Each
serves an incorporated community. Another five
currently incorporated places had independent
officesthat no longer exist. Several communities
inthe northern part of the county have been served
by Newport Post Office branches. With only a
few exceptionstherest of Campbell’s post offices
served one time villages.

Fourteen post offices bore the names of local
or county persons or their families. One was
named for an historic figure from outsidethe area.
Another namewas geographically descriptive. Six
distant places gave their names to Campbell
County offices, while to seven were transferred
the names of nearby features (two streams, two
springs, ahill, atavern, and an amusement park).
Four post office names (Ross, Marr, Dale, and
Trace) have not been derived. One place (Grants
Mill) has not yet been located.

Thenames of five officeswere not those origi-
nally proposed for them. Three served communi-
ties with names other than those borne by their
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offices. Six had name changes.

FOOTNOTES

! Mayo was Cincinnati’s third postmaster,
from 1796 to late 1798 when he moved to New-
port, acquiring several businessesthere. Thusthe
Newport office was not established by him, or
anyonedse, asearly as 1795 as suggested by Mary
Keturah Jones' 1786 county history. Mayo served
as Newport’s postmaster till his death in Decem-
ber, 1838.

2 Since John and Squire were the sons of Wil-
liam Grant, it’sunlikely that the proprietor of the
salt lick was the Grant’s Mill postmaster.

3 The name Flagg Spring may have identi-
fied this vicinity at least by July, 1800 when the
county court was petitioned to locate a road be-
tween thissite and the Licking River. Earlier yet,
the spring itself was identified as Flag.

4 According to a Cincinnati newspaper ac-
count (March 26, 1800) Benjamin Beall then lived
near the Stag Spring (sic) in Campbell County.
(Inthose daystheinitial “s” inwordswas usually
handwritten as“f”. But inthis casethe copyreader
or printer was apparently unaware that the initial
“f” wasindeed an “f").

5 Lexington: University Press of Kentucky,
1984, P. 276.

50On May 23, 1867, after the merger had been
officially approved, a writer for the Cincinnati
Daily Enquirer wondered why a new name had
to be adopted at all when either of the originals
would have been equally acceptable. He assumed
that the residents of each of the origina towns
would not accept the other’s name. But he was
especially concerned that the new town would be
confused with the Ohio city, and thus he favored
thereturn to one of the original names or the adop-
tion of yet another name. But Jamestown was till
in use by the seat of Kentucky’s Russell County,
and on January 10, 1868 Brooklyn wasgivento a
new post office in Butler County.

7 My error in attributing this name, in my
Kentucky Place Names, to William Hamlin
Wilder, a Covington-born ophthalmologist, was
revealed by Jim Reisin an articlein hisexcellent
series Pieces of the Past, Val. 3, Kentucky Post,
1994, Pp. 187-89. For his correction | am most
grateful.
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8 Bartles Run identified this stream as early
as November of 1796, according to a record in
the Campbell County Court Order Book A (No-
vember 7, 1796, P. 71). Bartle, a Revolutionary
War veteran, had been a magistrate for this area
when it was still a part of Mason County and
would later become a Justice of the Peace and
Sheriff of Campbell County.

°“Introduction to the Journals’ in The Jour-
nal of Kentucky Studies, 1985, Pp. 17-25.
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lowa Doane Cancels - An Update

by James Williamson

Thefollowing list presents amajor revision of information regarding use of Doane cancelsin the State
of lowa over that published in United States Doanes. New information is listed in italic type and several
previoudy listed entries have been deleted on the basis of new information. Readers wishing to report new
information should contact the author at 1686 Alpha, Dubuque, |A 52001.

POST OFFICE TYPE NO EARLY DATE LATE DATE
ABBOTT 2 2 27 SEP 1906 11-Jun-09
ADELPHI 2 1 22 DEC 1905 05 MAY 1908
ALMONT 2 1 18-Jan-05 22 FEB 1909
ANDERSON 2 2 27 JUN 1904 7-Sep-10
ANDOVER 2 1 13-Oct-06 31-Dec-08
ANDOVER 3 1 3-May-09 24-Jun-12
ANDREW 3 5 21-Mar-07 14 APR 1914
ARDON 3 2 06 MAR 1908

ANGUS 2 3 28-Mar-04

ARBORHILL 3 2 23-Mar-07

ARDON 3 1 3-Feb-07 5-Oct-10
AREDALE 3 4 26-Mar-08 12-Jun-11
ARGYLE 2 2 14-Feb-07 8-Aug-10
ARISPE 2 3 16 AUG 1906 26-Dec-11
ARTHUR 2 5 22 NOV 1904 28-Dec-09
ASTOR 3 2 29-Jul-09 06 MAR 1910
ATHELSTAN 2 4 16 DEC 1907

ATKINS 2 4 14 AUG 1905 16 JUN 1908
AVON 2 1 30-Jan-08 5-Dec-09
BAILEY 3 2 17-Apr-07

BALFOUR 2 1 08 JUL 1908 23-Dec-12
BARNEY 2 3 22-Dec-03 01 JUL 1909
BARTLETT 1 3 17 OCT 1904 25-Aug-09
BEAMAN 2 5 21 MAR 1905 06 APR 1910
BEAVER 2 3 12 OCT 1907 04 AUG 1909
BEEBEETOWN 2 1 03 NOV 1904

BELOIT 3 3 14-Apr-06 8-Apr-12
BENTLEY 2 2 08 APR 1907 06 FEB 1911
BERKLEY 3 3 17-Apr-08

BEVINGTON 2 3 20 MAY 1908

BINGHAM 2 2 07 SEP 1904

BLUE GRASS 2 3 27 OCT 1906 23-Jan-08
BOONEVILLE 3 4 8-Apr-08 7-Jul-11
BORDER PLAINS 2 1 23 NOV 1904

BOULTON 2 3 8-Aug-05 6-Jan-08
BRAZIL 2 3 30-Mar-09 2-Sep-09
BRISCOE 2 1 23 FEB 1905 16 JUL 1908
BROOKS 2 3 13 JUL 1905 05 MAR 1907
BROWNVILLE 2 2 12 SEP 1904 21 APR 1910
BRYANT 2 3 27 MAR 1906 13-Aug-07
BUCHANAN 2 2 27 MAR 1906 30-Apr-12
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POST OFFICE
BUCKINGHAM
BUNCH
BURDETTE
BUTLER
CALEDONIA
CALLENDER
CALLIOPE
CALUMET
CAMBRIA
CAMPBELL
CARBON
CARRVILLE
CASTALIA
CEDAR
CENTERDALE
CHURCH
CLARKDALE
CLEMONS
CLEVES
CLIO
CONGER
CONOVER
CONOVER
CONROY
COPPOCK
COTTER
COULTER
COVINGTON
CRANSTON
CRICKET
CROMWELL
CROMWELL
CROTON
CUSHING
CYLINDER
DAWSON
DE KALB
DEAN
DELPHOS
DEVON
DEWAR
DIFF
DINSDALE
DONNAN
DUDLEY
DUNBAR
ELBERSON
ELKHART
ELON
ELWOOD
ERNIE
EVERIST
EXLINE
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EARLY DATE
22 NOV 1904
04 MAY 1908
22 DEC 1906
12 DEC 1904
27-Feb-08

07 JUN 1910
15-Sep-06
24-Nov-07
15 APR 1907
2-Aug-04
9-Mar-08
8-Feb-07

24 JAN 1907
22-Dec-06
22 DEC 1905
17-Dec-08
27 SEP 1904
08 DEC 1906
02 NOV 1907
31-Dec-06
19-Aug-09
08 JUN 1904
26-Sep-04
22-Dec-06
9-Jan-08

01 JAN 1906
21-May-08
05 FEB 1906
1905
2-Feb-10
16-Sep-05
22-Nov-10
19 AUG 1904
15-Oct-06

14 MAR 1907
13 JUL 1906
07 OCT 1904
21 MAY 1906
29-Jul-05

25 DEC 1907
28 SEP 1904
9-Oct-07
26-Nov-06
05 AUG 1907
1-Aug-06
2-Feb-08
23-Dec-05
16 MAY 1907
5-Jun-07

13 OCT 1904
21 DEC 1908
30-Aug-06
4-Jan-07

LATE DATE
18-Dec-08
23-Dec-24

27-Dec-09

21-May-09
23 DEC 1909
16-May-10
14 FEB 1911
19-Oct-08

3-Apr-12
10 JUN 1909

28 MAY 1912
13 MAY 1911
21-Mar-13
17-Dec-08
5-Nov-07

14-Sep-11
17 OCT 1912
11-Dec-08
12-May-07
07 FEB 1911

26-Dec-09
16 JAN 1912
11 AUG 1910
29-Dec-11
8-Feb-10
16-Mar-10
20-Aug-07
20-Oct-09
30-Apr-09

23-Aug-09

13-Jan-11
20-Oct-09
27-Jan-08

04 DEC 1911
15-Feb-09
13-Jul-08

26 OCT 1910
13-Aug-10

28 AUG 1908
23 DEC 1912
30-Aug-10

09 FEB 1907
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POST OFFICE
FARRAR
FIFIELD
FLAGLER
FLORIS

FLOYD
FLUGSTAD
FORT DES MOINES
FORT DES MOINES
FRANKLIN
FREDERIKA
FREDERIC
FROELICH
GALLAND
GAMBRIL
GAZA
GEORGETOWN
GERMANVILLE
GIBSON
GILLETT GROVE
GIVIN

GRAHAM
GRAY

GREEN ISLAND
HAMILTON
HANLONTOWN
HANSELL
HARCOURT
HASKINS
HAVERHILL
HAYFIELD
HAYWARD
HEBRON
HEPBURN
HERRING
HESPER
HICKORY
HIGHLAND CENTER
HINTON
HOBART
HOCKING
HOLBROOK
HOLY CROSS
HOMER
HOMESTEAD
HOPEVILLE
HOUGHTON
HUDSON
HUNTERS
HURSTVILLE
HUSTAD
HUTCHINS
HUXLEY
HYNES

TYPE
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EARLY DATE
10-Oct-07
3-Feb-09

17 FEB 1906
2-May-06
24-Jul-06

10 APR 1908
19 JUL 1904
03 JAN 1906
12-Feb-10
18-Feb-08

09 JAN 1906
11 JAN 1907
02 APR 1904
24 DEC 1908
14 FEB 1907
26 NOV 1906
15-Dec-05
22 NOV 1904
1907
14-Nov-07
21 SEP 1904
23 MAY 1906
28 NOV 1904
06 JUN 1906
16 NOV 1907
14-Aug-06
20 JUN 1905
4-Mar-05
27-May-07
05 JUL 1907
08 JUN 1905
10 JAN 1909
03 JUL 1908
18 SEP 1905
4-Oct-07
30-Dec-10
30-Dec-10
6-Jul-06
19-May-08
18 DEC 1908
30-Jan-08

06 OCT 1904
23-Feb-04
10 AUG 1906
18-Oct-07

07 APR 1909
22-Dec-08
8-Aug-06

13 AUG 1908
4-Feb-07
29-Dec-06
31-Dec-06
09 AUG 1906

LATE DATE
23-Nov-08
1-May-11
14-Feb-11
15-Apr-07
5-Mar-12

16 JAN 1912
08 NOV 1905
3-Aug-10

8-Apr-09
11-Apr-13
20-Dec-12
10 OCT 1911
27-Apr-11

29 MAR 1907
06 FEB 1907

23-Oct-11

27-Nov-07
21 DEC 1906
12-Dec-07
17-Oct-07
19-Sep-11
13-Mar-08
2-Mar-07

03 APR 1909
03 SEP 1912

22-Aug-07
31-Jul-12

12 APR 1909
24-Dec-08
25 JUN 1936
16-Apr-13
16-Apr-13
24-Dec-08
11-Oct-09

06 JUL 1910
7-Nov-05

12 JAN 1906
27-Mar-12
21 DEC 1910
14-Aug-11

10 AUG 1906
28 JUL 1910
19 MAY 1911

20-Mar-13
9-Apr-09
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POST OFFICE
INDUSTRY
IOWA CENTER
IRVING
JERICO

JubD
KAMRAR
KELLEY
KENNEBEC
KENNEDY
KENWOOD
KESLEY
KILBOURN
KNOX
LACREW

LA CREW
LANESBORO
LATTY

LENA

LIBERTY CENTER
LINBY

LINN JUNCTION
LITTLE CEDAR
LITTLEPORT
LITTLETON
LOCUST
LONGGROVE
LORING
LOWELL
LUANA

LUTON
LUZERNE
LYCURGUS
MANHATTAN
MAPLE RIVER
MARSH
MARYSVILLE
MASONVILLE
MATLOCK

MC PAUL
MELVIN
MIDDLE RIVER
MIDDLETON
MILLVILLE
MINKLER
MOINGONA
MORSE
MOSCOW
MOUNT STERLING
MOUNT STERLING
MOUNT ZION
NASHVILLE
NAVAN

NEW BOSTON

TYPE
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EARLY DATE
2-Oct-07

09 JAN 1911
27 MAY 1905
24-Jul-06
17-Oct-09
10-Aug-06
19-Sep-07
18-Jul-08
29-Dec-03
11-May-08
22-Jun-07
14-Oct-07
4-Feb-08
28-Jan-05
13-Jun-07
15-May-08
21 DEC 1904
2-Feb-07

16 JUL 1907
5-Oct-08

07 SEP 1908
10-Jan-06

11 DEC 1906
01 NOV 1906
9-Aug-06

10 JUL 1905
25 APR 1905
04 OCT 1907
7-Oct-07
3-Apr-07
14-Aug-06
13 JUN 1906
29 JUN 1906
30-Jun-05

29 JAN 1906
9-May-07

17 JAN 1908
26 AUG 1905
23-May-07
20 SEP 1905
29-Dec-08
26 JAN 1905
09 SEP 1904
12-Jan-08
17 DEC 1907
2-Jul-07

14 DEC 1903
27 OCT 1905
11-Jul-08
26-May-05
6-Oct-08

10 AUG 1908
21-Jan-07
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LATE DATE
17 JAN 1909

12 SEP 1912

23-May-08
14 FEB 1908
05 MAR 1910
17-May-11

20-Sep-10
6-Jul-08

13 FEB 1911
26 JUL 1912
25-Aug-09
05 SEP 1910
14 JUN 1911
24-Dec-09
24 SEP 1908
29-Dec-15
1-Apr-12

24 MAY 1910
20 APR 1911
01 APR 1907
3-Aug-08

19 JAN 1911
31 DEC 1912
12 AUG 1910
6-Sep-08

19-Aug-08

20-Apr-08
14-Apr-09

12 JUN 1910
22 OCT 1909

8-Mar-09
12 FEB 1909

10 APR 1909
25-Aug-10
31-Dec-07
06 OCT 1907

14-Aug-09
20-Mar-09
12-Aug-15
13 AUG 1908
13-Dec-09
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POST OFFICE
NEW LIBERTY
NEWBERN
NEWBERG
NEWBERG
NEWPORT
NOBLE

NORTH BUENA VISTA

NORTH LIBERTY
NORTH LIBERTY

NORTH WASHINGTON

NORWICH
NUMA

OASIS
OLIVET
OLLIE
ONEIDA
ONTARIO
ORCHARD
ORILLIA
0SGOOD
OTLEY
OYENS

PALO
PATTERSON
PAYNE

PEKIN
PEOSTA
PERCY
PERKINS
PORTLAND
PRAIRIEBURG
PROLE
QUASQUETON
QuIcK

RAKE
READLYN
REMBRANDT
RIGGS
RINARD
ROBINS
ROCK FALLS
RODMAN
ROME
ROSCOE
ROSS
ROSSVILLE
RUTLEDGE
SAINT ANTHONY
SAINT DONATUS
SAINT OLAF
SAUDE
SCOTCHGROVE
SELMA

TYPE
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EARLY DATE
15 FEB 1907
2-Jan-07
16-Mar-04
13 FEB 1907
21-Jan-11

04 OCT 1906
15 MAR 1905
1-Mar-04
4-Jul-07
16-Sep-04
21 APR 1906
03 FEB 1908
9-Dec-07
3-Sep-06
20-Dec-06
21 NOV 1906
31 DEC 1907
4-Oct-06
24-Aug-09
24 DEC 1906
3-Feb-08
7-Sep-08

17 MAY 1906
14 OCT 1907
9-Mar-09
16-Apr-08

31 MAR 1904
7-May-08
3-Sep-06
21-May-08
16-Apr-07
18-Oct-06
20-May-07
4-Mar-08
6-Feb-06
21-Dec-05
16 FEB 1907
30 NOV 1904
26-Mar-07

06 SEP 1906
13-Jul-07
18-Mar-08
2-Nov-07
6-Nov-08

10 OCT 1907
25 JUN 1906
30 APR 1908
22 AUG 1905
23-Dec-07
06 SEP 1906
14-Feb-07

03 DEC 1904
29 JUN 1909

LATE DATE
18 AUG 1908

27 SEP 1905
29-Sep-09

8-Jan-12

08 NOV 1907
19-Sep-06
4-Feb-10
5-Aug-07
4-Nov-07

12 APR 1913
01 OCT 1912
27-Sep-09
26-Sep-08
6-Sep-10
6-Dec-11

26 MAY 1915

13 SEP 1911
29-Dec-08

16 FEB 1909
13-Sep-10
9-Apr-09

09 APR 1914

9-May-09

7-Sep-12
9-Nov-08
17-Jul-07
23-Oct-11

9-May-13
31 MAY 1909
18-Jan-11

23 MAY 1909
14 JUN 1909
24 DEC 1910
7-Aug-14

27 JAN 1910
8-Feb-10

04 APR 1916
03 JAN 1908
28-Jul-09
12-Sep-11
11-Apr-11
24-Dec-23
25-Mar-10

2-Dec-09
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POST OFFICE
SEXTON
SHADYGROVE
SHARPSBURG
SHELDAHL
SOMERS

SOUTH AMANA
SPECHTS FERRY
SPERRY
SPILLVILLE
SPRAGUEVILLE
STACYVILLE
STENNETT
STOCKTON
STOUT
STRAHAN
SUPERIOR 3+ 5#
SUPERIOR 3+ 5#
SUPERIOR 3+ 5#
SWEDESBURG
SWISHER

TEEDS GROVE
THORPE

TORONTO
TRENTON
TREYNOR

TROY MILLS
TRUESDALE
TURKEY RIVER
TYRONE

VENTURA

VEO

VINCENNES

VINING

WAUKON JUNCTION
WAUPETON
WAUPETON

WEST BURLINGTON
WESTGROVE
WEVER

WICK

WILLARD
WINSLOW

YETTER
YORKSHIRE
ZWINGLE

TYPE
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Notes. + Non-standard design

EARLY DATE
14-May-07
01 FEB 1904
12 JUL 1907
8-Jul-07
8-Feb-07
18-Jul-04
4-Sep-06
9-Aug-06
25-Feb-07
1-Sep-07

24 DEC 1907
24-Mar-08
19-Jun-05
8-Jul-07
1-Sep-04
24-Apr-15
6-Mar-25
1-Jul-31
27-Dec-05
16-Jul-07
23-Dec-07
9-Jul-07

07 AUG 1908
30-Dec-05
26-Dec-06
21 DEC 1905
16-Dec-10
8-Mar-07
8-Sep-06
22-Nov-06
27 MAY 1903
22 MAY 1908
03 APR 1907
04 NOV 1904
17-Aug-05
23-May-10
07 SEP 1907
10-Apr-07
1-Mar-05
8-Nov-07

26 NOV 1906
19 DEC 1912
10 APR 1906
13 FEB 1909
24 NOV 1904

? Unknown or questionable detail
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LATE DATE

22-Jun-08
26-Dec-11

23 MAR 1907
12-Feb-09
29-Dec-06
18-Apr-40
22 DEC 1910

23-Apr-10

27 NOV 1907
9-Sep-10
8-Jun-08
25-Jun-17
7-Aug-30
23-Jan-32

06 JUL 1912
21 OCT 1912
14-Apr-11
20-Dec-07
27-Aug-09
05 MAY 1913
26-Mar-10
31-Aug-07
2-Feb-11
19-Aug-07
26 NOV 1906
26-Nov-08
09 SEP 1911
30-Aug-11
5-Nov-08
24-Oct-06
2-Nov-08
5-Apr-12

1-May-06
23-Nov-07

21-Dec-10
30 NOV 1907
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The First Transmountain Mail Route Contracts

Part X(b) - The Overland California Route Contract
The Hiestand and Burbank Bids

by Daniel Y. Meschter

The bidding for the Overland California route in response to Advertisement No. 5 (Part Xa) forced
PMG Montgomery Blair to abandon his attempted policy of dividing longer routes into “detached por-
tions’ or segments. Thelow bid of two for Nevadaroute 15761 from Virginia City to Folsom City, Califor-
nia at $26,000 was entered by W.B. Dinsmore, President, on behalf of the Overland Mail Company (Ap-
pendix 27). Dinsmore aso entered the sole bid of $474,000 for Utah route 14626 from Salt Lake City to
Virginia City so that it only remained for him to be the low bidder for Kansas route 14260 from Atchison
to Salt Lake City to consolidate the three segments into what in effect would have been a single route,
albeit under separate contracts.

However, while three of the four bidders for Kansas route 14260, including Dinsmore again, Ben
Holladay, and Joseph H. Burbank, entered bids for the Atchison to Salt Lake City segment, al three plus
John A. Hiestand. frequently if not usually misspelled Heistand, also submitted bids extending serviceto
Folsom City as Advertisement No. 5 invited them to do. Blair had little choice but to accept Hiestand'slow
bid of $750,000 for the extended route:

Ben Holladay $385,000  Supplying Denver

820,000 Extended to Folsom and supplying Denver
W.B. Dinsmore, Prest. 384,000

380,000 or

500,000 addl. to Folsom, supplying Denver
880,000 To Folsom, supplying Denver
Joseph H. Burbank, 375,000
Falls City, Nebraska 824,000 Extend to Folsom

John A. Hiestand, 750,000 Extend to Folsom & supply Denver.
Lancaster, Pennsylvania

The bids were received as of June 14, 1864 and Hiestand's low bid was accepted the next day; but
complications arose even before the POD could inform him of the acceptance of his bid when Hiestand
notified PMG Blair by telegraph on June 15th: “Circumstances have arisen that will prevent me from
carrying out my bid for mail serviceto California. | therefore withdraw it.” (Except whereindicated other-
wise, the following is from House Ex. Doc. 24, January 16, 1865, Serial 1223.)

Ben Holladay wasin Washington at just this moment and on top of the situation. On the 16th, the same
day the POD officially notified Hiestand by letter that his proposal had been accepted, Holladay argued in
a letter to Blair that Hiestand, having withdrawn his bid or “declining to be bound by his proposal,” in
effect was no bidder at all and that he, Holladay, was legally and justly entitled to the contract at his next
low bid of $820,000. Blair suspended assignment of the contract to Holladay for another reason until the
next week when Hiestand, arriving unexpectedly in Washington, wrote to Blair from Willard’s Hotel on
the 21st that he was “prepared to execute the necessary bonds for the performance of the service.” His
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sureties clearly were nervous over their liability for the performance of the contract in the event the POD
did not accept Hiestand's withdrawal and required him to begin service on October 1st “whether the
contract be executed or not,” asitsletter of acceptance read.

Thereason for Blair'sdemurring on Holladay’ s demand was that in the meantime Congress was debat-
ing a Joint Resol ution to authorize the Postmaster General to extend the Contract with the Overland Mail
Company. Still on the 16th, the House called for information on the bids submitted for the Overland
Cdiforniaroute and Kansas Senator Samuel Pomeroy of the Senate Committee on the Post Office and Post
Roads personally invited Blair to appear the next morning to give the conunittee the POD’s views on the
contract for the overland mail service.

The Joint Resolution approved on June 30th, 13 Stat. 411-12, gave Blair complete discretion:

to extend the mail contract number ten thousand seven hundred and seventy three with the present contractor,
or any other responsible parties, commonly known as the Overland Mail Company, for the term of one year
from thefirst day of July next, upon the same terms and conditions with the present existing contract, except as
to schedule time, which shall not exceed sixteen days for eight months of the year, and twenty daysfor the
remaining four months; and except as to compensation, which shall not exceed the sum of eight hundred and
twenty thousand dollars, beyond the amount paid for carrying of the printed matter by water.

This compensation limit seemed to lock in Holladay’s bid as the only acceptable one after Hiestand's.

Hiestand claimed to be released from his bid by reason of this resolution authorizing Blair to contract
with other parties and asserted that the contract indeed had been offered to the “present contractor.” The
papers do hot show that the contract actually was offered to the Overland Mail Company; but do contain a
letter from the Contract Office dated July 16th offering the contract to Ben Holladay at Hiestand's bid of
$750,000, In any case, the POD accepted Hiestand’'s argument and discharged him from any further liabil-
ity. That, however, did not solve the problem of finding a qualified contractor.

For his part, Holladay proved froward. Writing from his New York office on the 18th, he emphatically
rejected the POD’s offer asimpossible for him to accept.

Accordingly, the POD next turned to Joseph Burbank in atelegram and letter on July 20th offering
him the contract at $750,000. The |etter was extraordinary in that the POD for the first time used language
relating to the Pacific railroad. After specifying the route from St. Joseph or Atchison, at the option of the
department, to Folsom City, schedules, and term from October 1, 1864 to June 30, 1868, it provided that
“the service[is] to be subject to all conditionsin ordinary mail contracts, and be curtailed in distances, as
the Pacific railroad shall be extended fromtimeto time, at apro rata decrease of pay (emphasis supplied).”
It took aweek until the 27th for the Contract Office’s | etter to reach Burbank in Nebraska. Burbank both
telegraphed and mailed aletter of acceptance on the 29th and, as he complained later, dispatched an agent
to Washington with powers to sign the contract and give the required bonds, but Second Assistant PMG
McLellan in charge of the Contract Office double-crossed him.

Ben Holladay still was on top of the situation, No sooner had Btirbank’s acceptance reached Washing-
ton when he telegraphed the department accepting the contract at Hiestand's bid of $750 000. McLellan
received Holladay's telegram with grateful relief and rather curtly informed Burbank he was withdrawing
the offer to him. Burbank felt he was being treated unjustly. He protested to Blair that the POD already had
summarily withdrawn the advertisement (No. 4) for route 14258, but not until after his bid had been
received and without any general notice. He complained that forty-five days after the letting on June 15th
and after two other bidders had declined the contract, it was offered to him and that he accepted it in good
faith, immediately sending his agent to Washington to execute the contract and give bonds, only to have it
bestowed on Holladay in the interim.

Thereis no indication Blair bothered responding to Burbank’s objections; but asit turned out, it was
just was well for him for as Holladay wrote to McLellan from New York on August 13th, referring to
current operations on his subcontract from the Overland Mail Company for the Salt Lakeroute: “| intended
to proceed immediately to Washington to execute the contract, but the alarming news from alarge portion
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of the route, of the murder of my men by Indians, and loss of stock, grain, and stations, with consequent
interruption of the service, has compelled me to remain where | can receive daily reports and send orders
to such of my employds as can be reached.” It was aharbinger of things Burbank was fortunate to escape.

JOHN A. HIESTAND

John A. Hiestand (1824-1890) was bom in
rural Lancaster County, Pennsylvaniainto a pre-
Revolutionary War family of Palatinate German
stock. While his forebears typically were farm-
ers, as most early settlers along the Susquehanna
River were then, they also favored commercia
pursuits as merchants, millers, and at least one
digtiller, whilelater generationstended toward the
Professions, including notably dental surgery at
about the time it began its advance from barbar-
ism to a modem science and the law.

He attended Pennsylvania College, now
Gettysburg College. He read law and was admit-
ted to the bar in 1849 after which he built a suc-
cessful practicein Lancaster City. Hewas el ected
to the House of the Pennsylvania legislature in
1852 and 1856 and to the state Senate in 1860.
He was an unsuccessful candidate for Congress
in 1868 to fill the seat vacated by the death of
Thaddeus Stevens, but after eight years as naval
officer for the Port of Philadelphia, to which he
was appointed by President Grant, hewas elected
to the 49th and 50th Congresses (1885-1889).

In 1858 he purchased an interest in the
Lancaster Examiner of which he was the propri-
etor and editor for the next thirty years, relinquish-
ing the practice of law in favor of various busi-
ness ventures (Ellis and Evans, 1883; Who Was
Whoin America, 1963; New York Times, Decem-
ber 14, 1890, p. 3, c. 7).

Hiestand had no known experience in mail
contracting athough his role in the organization
of several spur line railroads indicates an interest
in the transportation industry that makes it pos-
sible he bid on mail route contracts to subcon-
tract to independent carriers or on the behalf of
other principals.

Otherwise, hisreason for bidding onthe Cali-
forniaOverland routeisobscure. Hecertainly did
not have the capita or expertise himself to orga-
nize an operationto carry 600 pounds of mail daily
over a route more than 2,000 miles long unless

he had backers well financed enough to buy out
the Overland Mail Company and Holladay. Nor
would he have been welladvised to attempt to bid
in the contract with the idea of subcontracting it
to someone like the volatile Ben Holladay, al-
though this might have been what he had in mind.

It is significant to note that while Hiestand’s
bid at $750,000 was low, it was not inordinately
S0, suggesting that he might have entered it on
behalf of a better informed client.

JOSEPH H. BURBANK

Joseph H. Burbank was born in Wayne
County, Indiana about 1834, the second son of
| saac Burbank, a merchant who moved west from
the State of Vermont to Centerville around 1825.
Joseph was among the earliest settlers of
Richardson County, Nebraska, about 45 miles
acrossthe Missouri River above St. Joseph where
he and an older brother, John A. Burbank, fol-
lowed J. Edward Burbank, probably an uncle, to
Falls City in 1858. John Burbank opened a gen-
eral store while Joseph took up land both in
Richardson County and on the Missouri River
flood plain in the adjacent corner of Kansas
(Edwards, 1917; U.S. Census enumerations:
Wayne County Indiana, 1820, 30, -40, -50;
Richardson County, Indiana, 1860, -70).

As a prosperous farmer and stock grower,
Joseph Burbank could hardly have escaped know-
ing Stephen Boyd Miles, thewidely experienced,
well-to-do mail contractor and Richardson County
stock grower who held the contract for route 8911
from Independence to Salt Lake City during the
Mormon War (Part VVc). Indeed, it islikely that a
substantial part of Burbank’s operation was sup-
plying horses and mules to freighters and con-
tractors such as Miles.

These coincidences suggest that Burbank
might have been backed by Miles and other es-
tablished contractors in his bids for route 14258
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from Atchison to Salt Lake City, that PMG Blair
withdrew in February 1864, and route 14260 ex-
tended to Folsom City.

While Burbank seems not to have had much
if any experience as a mail contractor himself,
his bid of $824,000 was highly competitive with

May 1999

doubt he had sufficient backing from somewhere,
if not Miles, to think in terms of taking over the
Overland Mail Company’s and Holladay’s live-
stock, rolling stock, and employees, if not, as
speculated in the case of the Hiestand bid, to sub-
contract the route back to them.

Ben Holladay’s $820,000 and there can be little

THE OVERLAND CALIFORNIA ROUTE CONTRACT

After ten months of indecision, blunders, and controversy culminating in the summary expulsion of
Joseph Burbank from the bidding process, PMG Montgomery Blair was so anxious to finally execute a
contract for the Overland Californiaroute he was ready to agree to almost anything Ben Holladay wanted.
It turned out what Holladay wanted was to have the POD prepare separate contracts for the eastern and
western divisions of the route for compensations totaling the $750,000 he had already accepted for the
whole route, instead of his subcontracting the western end of the route to the Overland Mail Company
similar to how it previously subcontracted the eastern end to him. He summarized the agreement he made
with W.B. Dinsmore in hisletter of August 16th asking Blair to partition the route into two divisions.

| am glad to be able to inform you that | have concluded an arrangement with the Overland Mail Company to
carry the mail from Salt Lakc City, Utah to Folsom, California upon the schedul e time proposed by the Post
Office Department.

| should be glad to have one contract drawn from Atchison to Salt Lake City in my name for a compensation of
three hundred and sixty-five dollars ($365,000) per annum and one in the name of W.B. Dinsmore, president of
the Overland Mail Company, from Salt Lake City to Folsom for the annual compensation of three hundred and
eighty-five thousand dollars ($385,000).

Blair personally endorsed Holladay's letter, “Let this be done,” and readily agreed, in conformance
with Advcrtisement No. 5, to designate the eastern division from Atchison to Salt L ake City asroute 14260
with Ben Holladay as contractor and the western division from Salt Lake City to Folsom City as route
14626 with the Overland Mail Company as contractor. Further, the Contract Office consented to send the
contracts ready for signature to the NewYork City postmaster for the contractors to execute there. It was
finally done on September 1st and in the end the only material difference from the contract for route 10773
was administrative. Holladay and the Overland Mail Company continued to carry the mail with no signifi-
cant change in operations and without the proviso in the offer to Burbank for reduced pay as the distance
was curtailed by construction of the Pacific railroad.

It is an interesting insight into Holladay's personality that while the Overland Mail Company’s bids
and mail contracts were in W.B. Dinsmore’'s hame as president, all of Holladay’s bids and contracts were
solely in his own name.

ADDITIONAL REFERENCE

Ellis, Franklin and Evans, Samuel. History of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. Philadelphia, 1883
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APPENDI X 27, ROUTE 15761
(CoNTRACT REGISTER 252, Pp. 500-1)

NEVADA

1576 1. Thisserviceis Embraced in route No. 14626 in Utah Ty.

From  VirginiaCity Nev
to Folsom City Ca

140 miles and back, daily, supply such offices as may be on the route

Schedule from 1st of April to 1st December (8 months)

Leave Virginia City, daily at 12 M.

Arrive at Folsom City next day by 11 A.M. (23 hours)

Leave Folsom City, daily at 10 A.M.

Arrive Virginia City next day by 9 A.M. (23 hours)

Schedule from 1st of December to 1st of April (4 months)

Leave Virginia City daily at 2 A.M.

Arrive at Folsom Citynext day byl PM. (35 hours)
Leave Folsom City daily at 10 A.M.

Arrive at Virginia City next day by 9 PM. (35 hours)

If the extended service invited on route 14260 be let to contract, service on this route will not be.

S.B. Caswell

W.B. Dinsmore, Prest.
After time

S.B. Caswell

$ 50,000
45,000

26,000

$ 50,000

or
end at New Castle or any other terminus of
the Central Pacific R.R. by way of Nevada,
Grass Valley, etc. in two hours lesstime
than proposed in ad.

End at New Castle or any other terminus of
the Pacific Central R.R.
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Figure 1. Map of Oklahoma showing Delaware County in the northeast
part of the state and Stephens County in south central Oklahoma

Alma, Indian Territory, Postal History

by Joe H. Crosby

First of all, there were two post offices named
Alma, one in what is now Delaware County, and
the other in what is now Stephens County, Okla-
homa. Aswill be seenin thisarticle, that fact has
caused some confusion in the philatelic commu-
nity over the years.

The current ALMA listings in Oklahoma
Post Offices, by Richard W. Helbock, La Posta
Publications, 1987 are:

Delaware County :

Alma - Established 1890/08/16
Discontinued 1892/05/07
Notes: Moved to Oaks

Stephens County:
Alma - Established 1906/02/14
Discontinued 1981/07/24

Helbock liststhissame datain his Part I1 Al-
phabetical List of Post Offices, andin his“Indian
Territory Postmark Inventory” and “Oklahoma
Postmark Inventory” pocket directories (1996).

BUT, wait a minute, now we have reported
by William E. Brooks of Garden City, M1. acover
(Figure2) clearly postmarked “ Alma, Ind. T./ July
17, 1903" with a printed return address“A. & T.
Moore / Alma Ind. T.” addressed to Mrs. F. J.
Moore, Brumlow, Texas. This cover is clearly
backstamped (Figure 3)“ Duncan, Ind. T./ Jul 17,
6 p.m., 1903/ Rec'd”; “Alvord, Tex. / July 18, 8
am. 1903 / Rec'd”; “Decatur, Tex. / Jul. 19, 1
am. 1903 /Rec’d”; and finally (but faintly)
“Brumlow, Tex. / Jul. 20, 1903'. All three Texas
towns are in Wise County.

ThereisNO DOUBT that thisisacover from
the Alma post office located in what is now
Stephens County, Oklahoma, being routed via
Duncan, which happens to be the county seat of
Stephens County today.

BUT, Helbock says that post office did not
exist until 1906, and the Almain Delaware County
waslong sincediscontinuedin 1892, eleven years
before this 1903 cover.

So, we turn to Oklahoma Place Names, by
George H. Shirk, Second Edition, Revised and
Enlarged, University of Oklahoma Press, 1974.
There, Shirk only lists one Alma:
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Figure 2. Alma, Ind. T. Cover, July 17, 1903 4 ring target killer.

Figure 3. Backstamped Received “ Duncan, Ind. T.. Alvord, Decatur and Brumlow, Texas on July 17, 18,
19, and 20,1903, respectively.
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ALMA: In eastern Sephens County, 20 miles
east of Duncan. Post office established
February 14, 1906. Named for Alma
Peoples, early-day settler.

That does not explain the 1903 cover either !

Next weturnto Mr. Shirk’searlier work pub-
lished by the Oklahoma Historical Society in its
The Chronicles of Oklahoma, Summer, 1948,
Volume XXVI, Number 2, First Post Offices
Within the Boundaries of Oklahoma, by George
H. Shirk, pp. 179 at page 186, (or at page 2inthe
1948 Oklahoma Philatelic Society Reprint edi-
tion) where he lists:
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Shirk refers to Foreman’s work in his 1948
article and indicates that he had more informa-
tion made available to him by the United States
Archivesthan did Foreman, 40 yearsearlier. Shirk
changed many listings of post offices, but Shirk’s
1948 ligting is basically the same as Foreman’s
on both of the Alma post offices.

So, we do know that Mr. Moore became post-
master at Almain Chickasaw Nation in 1895.

What we do NOT know iswhy Mr. Shirk in
his Oklahoma Place Names moves the date of
the establishment of the Alma Post office from
1895 to 1906 or why Mr. Helbock continues that
sameinformation. At least Helbock got it right as
tothefact there weretwo Almapost offices. Even
Shirk missed the Almain Cherokee Nation, Dela-
ware County, in his Oklahoma Place Names.

Personally, | think the answer is simply that
in doing any of thistype of listing of post offices,
errors or omissions always occur. Just to prove
that theory, | refer to the Indian Territory Mail,
by Gaspare Signorelli and Tom J. Caldwell, 1966,
where they list:

51
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Now, we are getting somewhere. There was
an Almapost office established in the Chickasaw
Nation before 1906. (Stephens County was for-
merly apart of Chickasaw Nation). And, Andrew
Moore was the first postmaster. Quite possibly
the very same person whose envelope bears a
corner card in 1903 “A. & T Moore/ Alma, Ind.
T”

Thissameinformation wasfirst published by
Grant Foreman, “Early Post Offices in Okla-
homa”, The Chroniclesof Oklahoma, Val. VI, No.
1(1928), pp. 17, 21 Foreman'slistings are:

ALMA | Cherokee Nation August 16, 1890
1-C33 |-286nmm. |-Bk. |4T - 1903 -#1
3-C33 [-29mm. |-Blk. |40B(2) |- 1905-1907 | -#2

_ First Date of
Post Office Postmaster Appointment

Crickasaw N&ioT | A jraw Moore | Decerrber 4, 1895

Alma

illwermokee Natior Jo D. Snith Augst 16, 1890

By these listings, Signorelli and Caldwell
were showing that they were aware of circular
postmarks (C33) that used the town name and
“IND.T.” in the cancel with two different diam-
eters, 28 and 29 mm, both types in black, the
former using a 4 ring target killer, the latter a 4
open bar killer with numeral “2". Significantly,
none of these markings could have come from
the ALMA in Cherokee Nation, established in
1890, since that post office had been discontin-
uedin1892. Infact, they are ALL fromthe ALMA
in Chickasaw Nation, later Stephens County.

Since Signorelli and Caldwell wrote their
book, we have cometo refer to4 openbar  Kill-
ers with a number “2” as Doane cancels, and in
United States Doanes, A Catal og of Doane Can-
cellations Used in United States Post Offices,
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edited by Richard W. Helbock, La Posta Publica-
tions, 1993, in the chapter on Indian Territory
coordinated and written by Hal Smith, thereisa
listing:

La Posta

Post Office | Type | No. Earliest Latest

ALMA 2 2 06 Feb 1906 | ?? ?7?? 1907

Asthe current coordinator for Oklahomaand
Indian Territory Doane cancels, your author has
not received reports of any additional ALMA
Doanes. | would greatly appreciate receiving pho-
tocopies of ANY ALMA cancels, either Ind. T.
or Okla. to eventually complete this postal his-
tory. Please send to Joe H. Croshby, 5009
Barnsteeple Court, Oklahoma City, OK. 73142-
5405.

La Posta Backnumbers

Backnumbers of La Posta may be pur-
chased from John Van Alstyne, 1787 Tribute
Rd., Suite J, Sacaramento, CA 95815. An in-
dex of al backnumbersthrough Volume 28 has
been completed by Daniel Y. Meschter and is
available on the La Posta website at www.la-
posta.com.

To order backnumbers call John or Sherry
at 800-297-3929 or send them an E-mail at
sherjohn@softcom.net.

O he

nnecticut L{Postal‘ tI'ﬁs.mn"ﬂf Society

ournal

An Unsolicited Endorsement

The Connecticut Postal History Society publishes a quarterly Journal which is both interesting and
ajoy to behold. With lively articles and crisp illustrations, The CPHS Journal presentsitself asawell
designed little quarterly which could well serve asamodel for other state and regional publications. The
latest 18-page issue contains articles on a Connecticut first day of rate cover from 1845, commercial
deep sea diving in Connecticut, and new discoveries in Connecticut manuscript cancels.

Annual membership in CPHS isjust $12 per year, and interested parties should contact the Society
Secretary Robert Lorenz, PO. Box 1231, Old Saybrook, CT 06475
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The Numeral Duplexes of
Washington, D.C.

Part I

by Carl L. Stieg

Initialy | had intended that Part 11 would cover
the numeral duplexes from 1890 through 1910;
however, the two months between i ssues does not
really allow sufficient time to integrate responses
(which | sincerely hopetoreceive) to Part | intoan
articlein time to be considered for the next issue.

In any event, further study of coversin the
1880-890 period has revealed some interesting
facts concerning the time of dispatch and differ-
ences in official, congressional and non-official
mail. A record has been made of the ‘time of dis-
patch’ on each numera duplex dispatch strike in
my collection from 1880-1890, broken down by
(a) the two varieties in use simultaneoudy; and
(b) by congressional, official other-than-congres-
sional, and non-official mail. Excluded from the

summary arestrikesother thaninitial dispatch, such
as receipt, forwarding, redirecting, etc. Table1is
an array of that summary.

Comparing the two sets for each time period
we see that:

(8) Oneof theseriesineachtimeperiod within
1880-90 exhibits only PM dispatch for both offi-
cia and non-official mail.

(b) Intheother seriesin each time period non-
official mail shows both AM and PM dispatch.

(c) Intheother seriesfor 1882-90 no usage of
official mail is seen at all and for 1886-90 only a
single PM usage.

(d) No official mail at all was dispatched in
the AM from 1882-90.

(e) Congressional mail appears to have been
handled differently than other official mail.

CLERK U. S. DISTRICT COURT,
JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI.

Return, if not called for in 10 days, to _
Lovis ScaMIDT,

Figure 1
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DATE OF TYPE OF
USAGE cDS VARIETIES WITHIN PERIOD
la Ib

1879-80* * NUMERAL 1 NUMERAL 2
CONGRESS (Congress CDS 1879-81) NONE NONE
OFFICIAL NONE NONE
NON-OFFICIAL PM ONLY PM ONLY

1880-82 I 3 CONC. CIRCLES 2 CON. CIRC. + BARS
CONGRESS ALL PM AM and PM
OFFICIAL ALL PM AM and PM
NON-OFFICIAL ALL PM AM and PM

1882-84 1 DUPLEX BARRELS DUPLEX BAR. ELLIPSE
CONGRESS ALL PM (1) NONE
OFFICIAL ALL PM NONE
NON-OFFICIAL ALL PM*

1885-87 Y DUPLEX BARRELS DUPLEX BAR. ELLIPSE
CONGRESS AM and PM (3) NO AM
OFFICIAL ALL PM NONE
NON-OFFICIAL ALL PM AM and PM

1887-90 % DUPLEX BARRELS DUPLEX BAR. ELLIPSE
CONGRESS AM and PM AM and PM
OFFICIAL ALL PM PM (1)
NON-OFFICIAL ALL PM AM and PM

NOTES:

"One AM only, which isan 1887 (out of period) usage which is not understood.

“Blue H duplex used in the same period.

In Part |, the conclusion was made that the
type ‘a and ‘b’ used in each time period might
represent different time shifts. That does not seem
to be supported by this‘dispatch’ data. However,
this data does seem to indicate that the two sets
were probably handled by different groups of per-
sonnel.

A series of circular date stamps with a nu-
meral at the bottom instead of D.C. (Figure 1)
exists from 16 August 1880 to 9 August 1883,
which are not numeral duplexes—in fact, not du-

plexes at all — but which might explain some of
the aberrations within the numeral duplex series.
It is assumed to be a 1-6 series, but #4 has not
been reported. None of this numbered CDS se-
ries has been recorded on non-official or congres-
sional dispatch mails. It has only been seen on
official mail (penalty envel opes) and non-official
correspondence with an inadequate address that
was returned to the post office.
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Figures 1 and 2 are two misdirected covers
and Figures 3 and 4 aretwo official coversusing
the series. The misdirected covers have both AM
and PM dispatch times, whilethe officialsare PM
only. The number 6 CDS differs from the others
in the series in that “WASHINGTON, D.C.” is
longer, extending further around the circumfer-
ence. Since the numeral duplexes show two dif-
ferent lengths of WASHINGTON, the possibility
existsthat these single CDS'sa so have two each,
although they haven't been recorded.

| would liketo acknowledge the considerable
contribution of cover copies by Bill Sandrik for
thisresearch. Please do not forget to send meyour
photocopies of the 1890 - 1910 D.C. numeral du-
plexes:

Col. Carl L. Stieg

260 Merrydale Road, Apt. 15

San Rafael, CA 94903

E-mail: carl_phil @webtv.net

Smithgonian Inglitution,
Wagkington . XhC.
OTFICTAL BUSINESS,

ponalty of §800is fixcd by law for using thls
envelope for other thin OMcial Business

7
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Figure 4 (below)
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Bepartment of the Jnteriot,
PENSION OFFICH. ° |
OFFICIAL: BUSINESS.

Figure 3 (above)
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Coins, Currency, and Postal History

By Tom Clarke

We travel to the realm of the coin collector
through the pages of a Linn's-like newspaper
weekly named Coin World. Amidst fascinating
articles on US, ancient, and foreign coin topics

are pagesfull of advertisements
listing silver dollars, gold
pieces, and the humbler copper
and bronze cents and nickels,
dimes, quarters, and halves,
many in gorgeous condition,
with price tags to match.

Wheat is noticeable over the
last severa yearsareafew deal-
ers with an “expansive” atti-
tude. While most coin dealers
are content to offer standard-
fare collectibles issued by the
American Republic, there are
increasing numbers of dealers
who offer examples of colonial
coins, too. These are almost al-
ways copper coinsmintedinthe
colonies (or in England for use
in the colonies).

Colonials are rather crude
and very uncommon, just asare
our colonial manuscript mark-
ings on folded letters that are

occasionally offered. But the -

coins, scarceto very rare asthey
may be, are more common than
posted American items of the
same period.

The “expansive” dealers
have a wider perspective as to
what constitutesaColonial coin
Their view parallels those of
postal history collectorswho ac-
cept privately carried lettersin
their collectionsalongsidethose
transmitted in the official post.
Such dealers have begun to list
as“colonials’ the coinsnot spe-

cifically madein the colonies, or in Europe for co-
lonial use, but coins madein significant quantities

COLONIALS

1576 to 1660 Dutch Lion Taler, called Dog Dollars in New
Amsterdam and the Colonies, various dates F+ very
crudely Struck $67.; VF........cviverrcsmmmesinisesisinisencns $147.

Spanish Silver Reales from the homeland, round, carefully
struck, featuring a large cross and coat of arms:

Two Reales: 1708 Barcelona, for Charles I, the pretender,
has monogram/coat of arms VF $47.; 1712 VF+...  $57.

Sevilla Two Reales 1721 EF $77.; 1722 EF $77.; 1724 Abt.
Unc. $117.; 1731 EF $87.; 1736 AbL Unc. 3137 1737
Abt. Unc: $117.; 1760 EF . $77.

Cuenca Two Reales 1718 Abt, Unc. gently ¢ind......... $87.

Segovia Two Reales 1718/7 Abt. Unc. $187.; 1721 EF+
$87.; 17232 Abl. Unc. $187.

Madnd Two Reales 1717 EF+ $97.; 1721 EF+, cind. $57,,
1723 EF $77.; 1725 EF+ $97.; 1759 EF+, rev. toning $97.;
1770 EF 144

One Reales: 1721 Segovia, EF+, old It €ing.....i...... $47.

Sevilla One Reales 1726 orig. toned EF+ $57.; 1729 S, P
Abt. Unc., gently cind. $97.; 1730 Abt. Unc., cind. $97.; -
Ch. orig. toned EF+ $177.; 1731 Ch. orig. toned EF + $97.;
1732 Abt. Unc., gently cind. $77.; 1733 AbL. Unc., gently
cind. $67.; 1738 Sevilla, Abt. Unc., gently cind., heawly
clashed dies $57.; 1745 orig. EF....

Madrid Half Reales 1731 Abt. Unc. $77.; VF $37.:1732 VF
: §27., 1735 VFIF $22,; 1738 VF $37., EF, clnd. $44.; 1746

EFNVE. ¥ $47.
.~ ENGLISH COINAGES
1697 William 11l Shilling, first bust, choice original ANACS
* MS-61 $277.
1709 Queen Anne Shiling ANACS EF-45 very pleasing
» color and surfaces $167.
1723 George | South Seas Company Silver Shilling ANACS
EF-45 $177.

1733 Farthing, 1/4 Penny, ANACS AU-58, lustrous pleasmg
brown but not fully struck $97

MORE COLONIALS,
{1776) 1962 Restrikes of Continental Dollar by Bashlow
- using transfer dies from Dickeson’s dies. Silver, nice
MS-60+ $67.
1781 North American Token PCGS VF-25................. $247.
1783 Unity States Washington Cent PCGS VF-30.... $227.
1788 Massachusells Cent, 12-M with period, PCGS VF-35,

pleasing brown $640.
1794 Talbot, Allum & Lea Cent with New York PCGS VF 35
-, SMOOth bIOWN SUMACES ............occovcvicerniirarnennls - $325.

17991800, year 10 of the Turkish Sultan Selim Ili, gold 2eni
mahbub, known 10 the Colonlsts as a “sequin.” ANACS

blazing MS-64 ..... $367.
1791"Spanish Mexico gold 8 Escudos (U.S. Legal tender for
$16.) PCT cerlified Fine-15, ploasing ............veee = $487
HALF CENTS i 7.
1793 C-4 ANACS VF details, corroded, scratched, net
Fine-12. Very bold detail............ccooccoveeriimnsrvinnne $2475.
1794 B-9 nice brown color, ANACS EF-40................ $2700.

Fig 1. Portion of the ad of Jonathan
K. Kern of Lexington KY which
appeared in Coin World, on March
8, 1999, pages 54-55.

for use in Europe.

Are they stretching a point too far? Are we,
when we call private letters postal history, even
though they never actually entered the“ post?’ The

factisthat coinssimilar tothe*“co
lonial” onesthey sell haveindeed
been found beneath American soil
by proliferating metal detector en-
thusiasts ever since that hobby
was born in the 1970's.

Though the coins offered for
sale may not be the actual ones
used in the colonies, similar coins
wereindeed used in Americadur-
ing colonia times right up to the
eveof the Civil War to supplement
the American Mint’s minuscule
coin output. Our letter collections
arefilled with referencesthat vali-
date this fact.

The accompanying ad of
Jonathan Kern's, Fig 1, refers to
Lion talers of Holland (called in
America “dog dollars’) and the
multiplicity of Spanish money that
in America would drive prices,
slang expressions, and even postal
rates for two hundred years. Ap-
propriately separated by Kern are
a few examples of British home
coins and then under “more
colonials,” only three examples
are offered of what were previ-
ously considered true colonial
coins. a Massachusetts cent, a
North American token, and acent
token of someNew York City mer-
chants.

Kern goestothetroubleto of -
fer anecdotal information such as
the Turkish gold zeri mahbzib
coin was called a “sequin” by
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Fig 2. Aletter sent from New York to London, June 8, 1742, accompanying foreign gold coins.
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colonists (and thus seen by them), and mentions
that the ubiquitous Spanish gold 8 escudo coin
was valued at $16 US dollars.

PostaL History WIT—NESSES

Examplesfrom letter communications exem-
plify the view of Kern and others that early
Americawas ahodgepodge of circulating curren-
cies — in the few large cities at least — which
must have mystified and confounded most inhab-
itants.

A letter copy retained in New York, to Lon-
don, of June 8, 1742, shows the perilous money
economy existing in the colonies. What gold and
silver flowed west to America soon went back
again as payment for the goods needed to carry
on abusiness or to buy the personal luxuries nec-
essary to cushion and make palatable the near
frontier life style in New World.

The writer, J. D. Wolf, sends a “small Bagg
of gold coyn” for the addressee to “dispose off
the same for the most will fetch.” There was an
utter acceptance of the Golden Rule, a code of
indivisible honor among businessmen in those
days it seems. Mr. George Honeyman, in Lon-
don, wasto “Lay out ye[whole?] Proceedsin such
Goods as are mentioned in the Abstracts on the
other sideasfar asmoney will wash.” Interesting
dlang terms here with a sort of modern flavor.

What he was hopeful of receiving were bolts
of cloth: fine black broad cloth, fine blue broad
cloth, olive cotton, and cloth with a pattern [any
will do?]. Also, supply good Shalloon [?] and mo-
hair buttonsto match the several clothsavailable,
and buckram for linings.

Last, “Please to Lay out what remains of the
money in yard wide goods [undecipherable], and
Mens worsted stock mostly blew Grey & Dark
Grey, some Ribb'd & Diamond wove — sounds
similar to bankers fare on Wall Street today —
and finally worsted and cotton caps.

La Posta

Following this colorful view of one
haberdasher’sstock in trade, let’sreturn to the sub-
ject at hand, the money to be found in the early
coloniesas Mr Wolf detailed in hisBill of Lading,
Fig 2:

Invoice of asmall Bagg Gold Coyn Markt FDW NO.1
Shipt on bd. the London Capt Bryant to the Address of
Mr. Geo. Honeyman Mercht. in London, viz:

— 8 Spanish double doubloons @ £5.12.0 eaNY

Currcy £44.16.-
— 15 double Pistoles @ 28/- ea£21 & 3 half Pistoles

@ 14/- ea£2.2.0 £23.2.-
— 1 French 2 Pistole piece £2.16.0, 5 Pistole & a half

pieces @ 42/- ea£10.10.0 £13.6.-
— 5 French Pistoles @ 28/- £E7 & 2 Portugal Johannes

£6 ea£12 £E19.-.-

— 3 Half Johannes @ 3 ea£9 & 3 1/2 Moidores @ 44/-
ea £7.14.0
£16.18.-

£166.18.-

The sum of E116/18/- in New York currency
was a very sizeable sum, even if it was at adis-
count from the same sum of London pounds and
shillings. In 50 years it would equal, at $5 per
pound, about $600. This amount multiplied by a
conservative, 200-year inflationary factor of, say,
50, would equal about $30,000 in purchasing power
today! Quite a heavy trust to placein the hands of
aman 3,000 miles away. (interestingly enough, it
might cost a coin collector roughly the same fig-
ure to buy al of these coins from a coin dealer
today.)!

Asthiswasbeing written, awonderfully simi-
lar coin-related colonial item appeared on the
Internet, selling at the eBay auction site. It isshown
below (Fig 2a) and is trandated as follows:

Shipped by the Grace of God in good order, and
well conditioned, by Joseph Paschal of Philada
in and upon the good Ship called the Charming
Nancy whereof is Master, under God, for this
present Voyage John Stedman and now riding at
Anchor in the River Delaware and by God's
Grace bound for London to say Ten Spanish
Pistoles, and three French pieces of Gold wt. Two
ounces Fifteen pennywt., and Eighteen Grains,
and three Moydores, and two English Guineas

Pistoles were Spanish gold coins. They were more than double the English guinea gold coin (=21 shillings, and worth about $5). The
French pistole is otherwise the French Louis d’ or, golden Louis, same value as the Spanish. Moidores (=Moeda da ouro, gold coin) were

plentiful Brazilian 4,000 reis gold coins, equal to a double pistole.

A Spanish pistole was a double escudo, a double pistole was four escudos; a doubloon was the largest gold coin, an 8 escudo piece, so
“double doubloon” might be a confusion by Mr Wolf. A Portuguese Johannes, more popular in North Americathan in their home country, was

the equivalent of a doubloon.
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and a half, and fourteen ounces and nine
pennywt., of Slver of Spanish and French Coin,
and go consign’d to Lawrence Williams Mercht,
there being markt and numbered asin the
Margin, and are to be delivered in the like good
order, and well conditioned, at the aforesaid
Port of London (the danger of the Seas ex-
cepted) unto the sd. Lawrence Wiliams or to his
Assigns, he or they paying Freight for the said
Goods at the rate of, one & half prent With
Primage and Avarage accustomed. | witness
whereof the Master or Purser of the said Ship
hath affirmed .... And so God send the good
Ship to her desired Port in safety. Amen. Dated
in Philadelphia 25th. March 1737.

John Sedman

In the margin: In asmall Bagg Markt No. 11R.1/
xX containing 10 spanish Pistoles & 3 french
pcswt 2 ou. 15.18 gr. 3 Moydores, 2% English
Guineas & 14 ou. 9 pwt. Of silver.

John Paschal was ancestor and namesake of
the Paschalville that developed later in South
Philadel phia, and after which apostal station was
named in 1890. His shipment in 1737 was of less
value than that of Mr Wolf of New York, and ap-
proached only $20,000 in 1990's buying power.
Dare wethink that either ship foundered and that
their coins till reside at the bottom of the sea?
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Fig 3. Pine Tree Shilling, 1652

AMERICA’SEARLY MONEY

The British were |oathe to allow colonies to
mint their own money. The reader may be aware
of the classic New England attempt to get around
this rule in spite of Parliament. In 1652, during
the English Revolution, New England minted the
NE shilling and fractional coins, Fig 3, followed
by Willow, Oak, and the famous Pine Tree Shil-
ling. To prevent English suspicions after Charles
Il was placed back on the throne in 1662, the fro-
zen date of 1652 remained, though they were
minted through the 1680’s.

Paper money, however, would befine, but that
of course had a destabilizing effect on the worth
of the pounds and shillings represented by the
paper. Thiswas fine with Parliament who looked
with favor on weak pounds in the colonies and a
consistently strong pound at home. In this way,
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Fig 4. “ Bos4 dwt” cover to New York, Apr 16, 1764.

good money would flow back to the mother coun-
try keeping her rich and prosperous, ant the colo-
nies ever beholden to her.

Each colony, as a result, was forced to dis-
count various percentages of the value of their
pounds. Postage rates within the colonies are wit-
ness to this. Rates had to be calculated according
to the latest value of the local currency, given the
official rates pronounced by Act of Parliament. We
see X number of pennyweights, “dwt,” of raw sil-
ver written on incomingletters instead of English
shillings and pence because of theseinequities, Fig
4. Recall that most al the rates, those of 1711,
1765, and al from 1775 through 1787 were pay-
able in pennyweights of silver.

Fig 5. A Gold Louis, or pistole, of 1723,
enlarged dlightly.

a-w;
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| Following the New England
i minting experience, no other
colony experimented with coin-
age. |solated merchants made sev-
eral attempts at a token coinage,
but chance imports of precious
metal coins and coin sent at the
request of merchants from their
! agents in the West Indies or in
“.: Europe would have to do. Im-
ported copper pennies and half
pennies, such as the Irish “St.
Patrick’s Pence” and the quasi-
American“RosaAmericana’ cop-
per pennies, halves, and two
pences would assist with “pin”
money transactions, but little
more.

French silver and gold trickled
into the colonies from French pos-
sessions in Haiti, Louisiana, and
French Canada. Portuguese wine in Madeira as-
sured that her gold “ Joes’/Johannes would ven-
tureto America, aswould French pistolevl Louis
d'or, Fig 5. But the massive colonial holdings of
Spain in Central and South America assured that
her money would bethe basis of transactionseven
after the Revolution had replaced pennies and
pounds with cents and dollars.

T,

EARLY REPUBLIC CURRENCY

Following the Revolution, pennies and shil-
lings, unliketeadrinking, did not disappear. Trans-
actions, likeit or not, by force of habit would con-
tinue to be counted in shillings for decades to
come. Even school children would count pound-
, shilling-, and pence-wise for decades because
their textbookswerewritten to the prevailing busi-
ness practice. “Federal money” was slow to take
its place.

But from Erastus Root’s An Introduction to
Arithmetic, 1796, comesthisinjunction to fellow
citizens:

Let us, | beg of you, Fellow-Citizens, no
longer meanly follow the British intricate mode
of reckoning. Let them have their way — and us,
ours. Their mode is suited to the genius of the
government for it seemsto be the policy of
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tyrants, to keep their accountsin asintricate, and
perplexing a method as possible... But Republi-
can money ought to be simple and adapted to the
meanest capacity. This mode of reckoning may
seem alittle odd at first, but when the coins of
the United States comeinto circulation, it will
soon become familiar.

It would be many years before this would
come to pass.

Walsh's Mercantjle Arithmetic, Northampton
MA, 1807, isstill using the British system, witha
few decimal dollar problems mixed in. But by the
time of Leonard Loomis The Science of Num-
bers made Easy, Hartford CT, 1816, Federal
money amountsaretaught. But Jacob Wallets' The
Scholar’s Arithmetic, Poughkeepsie NY, 1817, is
pragmatic: “When hens are 9 shillings a dozen,
what will be the price of 6 dozen of eggs, at 2
centsfor 3eggs?  Ans. 48its”

From 1782, propositions were placed before
Congressfor anational coinage. Initially, each new
“State” was sovereign and could make its own
coins. Thus we see New Jersey, Massachusetts,
and Virginia cents minted in small quantities —
no precious metal coins. Widespread counterfeit-
ing or, rather, innocent copying, of foreign and
domestic copper coins proved that Americans
needed small change, any kind of small change,
to carry on day to day affairs.

The dollar was long accepted as the name for
the basic currency unit of the new country. Span-
ish dollars or pieces of eight, not to mention the
150 year old German-Dutch taler, had beenin use
for generations. Foreign dollars had, in fact, be-
comeour legal tender. American paper money (not
supported by gold or silver till 1873) emphasized
this fact: they stated they were equal to so many
Spanish milled dollars, Fig 6.

Spanish fractional silver coins came from
Mexico City or Lima, Peru, etc., in haf, quarter,
eighth, and sixteenth of a Spanish dollar denomi-
nations. These were the grease of everyday busi-
ness. Recall, aswedid someyearsagoin La Posta,
the very old child’s cry, “two bits, four bits, six
bits, adollar...” The bits mentioned referred to
Spanish half real coins, each equal to 1/8 of apiece
gf eight dollar. So, too, another expression from
the1900's: “ Shave and ahaircut, two bits!”, or 25
cents.
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Fig 6. A 1734 Piece of Eight of Mexico City and a
New York Ten Spanish Dollar Bill of August 1776.

AMERICA FINDS ITS WAY

A good look at a US coin catalog shows that
the US Mint found specie devilishly difficult to
come by in the first quarter of the 19th century.
Large copper cents (containing a cent’s worth of
copper) and half cents rolled out of the mint with
some regularity, but American silver coinage was
frequently on vacation. It comesasno shock, there-
fore, to postal historians of more than two weeks'
experience, that some postal rates, too, were stated
as the equivalent of Spanish coinage.

Before nickel asameta made its appearance
in 1865, we used small silver half dimes, five cent
pieces. But that sum only became astandard postal
rate in 1845. These pretty, tiny coins were made
with puny regularity from 1795 till 1805, and then
none till 1829. Thereafter, more than a million
would be made yearly in order to catch up. But
what to do for small change --payment for post-
age due, for instance — ‘in, say, 18237 Twenty
US large cents, Fig 7, weighed half a pound!

A dime (a“disme’ at first), 10 cents, wasthe
common rate for about 50 to 100 miles. Yet for a
country of about 5 million souls, it would be 1805
before the US mint in Philadelphia made over
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Fig 7. Large cents were made till 1857.

100,000 dimes per year (one dime for every 50
citizens), and aslate as 1821 before amillion would
be minted.

A quarter, 25 cents, was a dominant postage
ratefor over 50 years. It paid for thelongest single
rate distance between 1792 and 1845. But except
for the lone year 1796, no quarters were minted
by the United States until 1804, with another hia-
tus between 1808 and 1815.

Half dollars were made in good quantity al-
most from the beginning, but very few postagerates
required such alarge coin, worth about half aday’s
common labor. As for the silver dollar, forget it.
Numbers of these coming from the mint ranged
between tens and hundreds of thousands until 1803
and then none until 1840.

Incredulity befell the American letter-writing
publicin 1816. The post-War of 1812 rate of 12 %
cents for the 80-150 miles rate was maintained,
but in the wisdom of the GPO, a peculiar 18 %2
cent rate for 150 to 400 miles was listed. There
was little ability for customers to pay this, much
less for a postmaster to make proper change, de-
spitethefact that the UShad coined half cent pieces
since 1793. It took nineyearsfor the rumblings of
discontent to reach the authorities in Washington,

The GPO wasfinally compelled to removethis
economic stumbling block by adjusting the 150-
400 milerate; it rocketed from 18 %2 centsto 18 3/
4. But, while patrons had to pay a smidgen more,
the convenience was well worth the cost. Men,
women, and children all aong had had ample Span-
ish half real silver pieces, America's “6 % cent
coin,” in their purses.

The struggling US Mint made available new
co’'ms made from melted foreign coinage. Indi-
viduals could walk in off the street and hand over
apile of foreign metal, have it evaluated, pay an
small percentage of “seigniorage” cost to the mint,
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and walk out with freshly minted American coins.
In good times, that is, when confidence was about
in the land.

A letter, Fig 8, dated August 10, 1837, headed
Mint of the United States, is addressed to the Cash-
ier at the New England Commercial Bank in New-
port RI. It hasto be in response to a panicky con-
cern over the availability of ready change. The
Panic of 1837 had set in with the death of the
govemment’s Bank of the United Statesand “King
Andy” Jackson’s redistribution of federal fundsto
so-called “ pet banks.”

Mint of the United States

Aug. 10th, 1837

Sr,

In answer to your letter of the 8th, | have to
Sate that we can give you cents, for silver or
gold coins, at any time, having now a suffi-
cient supply on hand.

Very respectfully,

Your faithful servant

R. M. Patterson,

Director

Americans and the Post Office Department had
turned to the handy Spanish milled dollar and its
divisions (and any other foreign coin available) for
relief in the begining. In 1792, they called on the
Spanish “bit,” or Amenica's“ 12 1/2 cent coin” for
the 100 to 150 mile rate. Its use continued even
beyond the rate reduction of 1845; the Act of 1847
required the very appropriate 12 1/2 cent base rate
for lettersin distant, recently-Spanish, California.

By about 1840, Americawascloseto economic
independence, but another 17 years will be re-
quired. Unknown events would conspire to thrust
her into the rarest atmosphere of richest country.
In eight years, agold strike in aterritory that was
not yet herswill seal the Republic’sfateinthemost
positive manner. And soon after that she will cut
the umbilical with foreign money for good.

BAD TIMES
During bad times, people hoarded “6 1/4 cent

coins’ and every other specie/precious metal coin.
And the struggling economy ground to astandstill.
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Fig 8. The USMint offers consolation to a Rhode Island banker in a time when coin was being fearfully hoarded.

The early 19th century economic panics were

caused especially by uncontrolled speculation in
cheap western land. They:

1) followed thedissolution of the First Bank
of the USin 1811 and during and after the War of
1812-15;

2) thedissolution of the Second Bank of the
US by bank-hating Andrew Jackson, resulting in
the Panic of 1837-41; and

3) after the inundation of huge quantities of
Cdliforniagold, which destabilized prices
which created an econormc downturn beginning
in 1857.
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Fig 9. This 1815 12 1/2cent note from Schuylkill
Bank in Philadel phia could easily pay common
postage.

As aresult of each of these, “maand pa’ lo-
cal banks sprouted to handle people’s money —
and profit thereby. Most of these self-destructed
quickly and took their voluminous paper curren-
cies — printed on one side only — with them.
These arethederisively, but appropnately, named
“broken bank bills.” None were backed with hard
money; theideahadn’t occurred. Only inthe 1910-
30's period would controls be developed to in-
sure proper banking practices to prevent such
wholesal e bankruptcies.

Postal rates, Fig 9, would cause some of the
more socially conscious bankers to issue the odd
bank bill denominations. Asif to underscore our
dependence on foreign coinage, other bank’shills
attempted to induce confidence by showing sil-
ver coins on their face, Spanish, not American,
coins.

Postmasters had to take their share of the bro-
ken bank threat, and aso of the counterfeiter’s
art, Fig 10. The proliferation of regional bills sent
people scurrying to determine how to know what
was real and what was fake. The postmaster of
ProvidenceRI in aletter dated February 12, 1819
(Lincoln’s tenth birthday, out there in the back-
woods) received areply to hisconcern about bills.

Providence Feby 12th. 1819
Dear Sr,
We yesterday received your Letter of the 8th.
Inst. Covering Fifty Doflars, which we had
examined and it all proved to be true Bills.
The five Dollar Bill enclosed was received
with the Money enclosed in your Letter of the
1%, Instant Amount Eighty Dollars, which we
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fear isnot a true Bill as we have not been
able to passit. We think you will recollect the
Bill asall the rest of the Money was Massa-
chusetts Bills except this five Dollar Bill. We
wish you to return it to Mr.Binford You
received it from him and get it exchanged if
you can or to the Person you received it from
if you can ascertain it, however, if you cannot
get it exchanged you will please return the
Bill to us as we do not expect you to loose it,
if it really provesto be a Counterfeit —\We are
fearful you have not charged enough to pay
yourself for your trouble —

With gratitude and respect, we remain

Yours etc.
Field L Rhodes

The letter is a bit mysterious as to why Post-
master Fitch would be sending so much cash pre-
registry days to Mr. Rhodes. Probably the Post-
master job was supplementary to a main profes-
sion which consisted of collecting large payments
in some way?

Despitethe drawbacks of aboundless economy
racing headlong through time without full knowl-
edge of the whys and wherefores necessary to do
it properly, Americawas on itsway. It was doing
alot of catch up and leaming as it went. As for
foreign coinin American’s pockets, that was about
to end. As for counterfeit bills, they will aways
be with us, the FBI notwithstanding.

CowmiING oF AGE IN 1857

An abiding questionstoday (in addition to the
one about why the one dollar bill?) is: Why the
cent? What, do away with a coin denomination?

It has happened before, in 1857. Thetoo-large
half cent (containing a half cent’s worth of cop-
per) was abandoned and the too-large cent gave
way to the smaller bronze cent. But more . impor-
tant, the Spanish coinageand al other foreign coins
were demonetized.

Finally, America s coinagewould do. Themint
had been for a decade or more churning out mil-
lions of coins of all values. Transactions — after
the bad times had departed — could now be rou-
tinely made strictly in American coin. Because of

Concluded on page 76
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Fig 10. In 1819, even postmasters had difficulty detecting ¢
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New Mexico Type E 4-bars

By Tom Todsen

Among the 4-bars issued by the Post Office De-
partment for 3 and 4" Class post offices since 1906,
the oneissued for the shortest period of timewascalled
the “type F’ by Helbock in hisinitial consideration of
this group. Later DeRoest, in his more detailed study,
designated it as“type E”.

Devices of this type appear to have been issued
between late August 1930 and early June 1931. The
primary characteristic that distinguishesit frompreZIP
code4-barsisthat the post office and state namesform
acontinuousarc at thetop of the postmark dial. Though
there are several subtypes based on different styles of
lettering, these are not considered here.

La Posta

As of thistime, Type E postmarks have been re-
corded from 60 New Mexico towns. Of these, only
seven represent the first device issued to new or re-
established offices. These, with establishment dates,
are Escondida (2/10/31); Humble City (10/13/30);
Penistaja (12/05/30); Round House (9/01/30);
Tecolotenos (4/01/31); Tilden (10/04/30); and Torreon
(9/29/30). One other town — Broadview (1/06/31) —
was established in the required time period, but no
Broadview postmark earlier than 1950 has been found.
The town listing of NM Type E 4-bars with earliest
and latest dates follows:

Animas 4/17/33

Anton Chico 12/27/31 1/02/32
ApacheCreek  4/14/33

Armijo 2/19/32?

Bent 1/25/33 7/12/43
Buchanan 2/24/33 5/31/40
Causey 1/26/33 5/13/61
Cedar Crest 5/22/33 4/04/34
Central 3/01/34 8/09/41
Clapham 5/13/33

Cuchillo 1/17/36

Dexter 6/07/31

Dulce 9/28/34

El Morro 7/25/36 3/05/38
Escondida 7/31/31

Faywood 2/09/33

Florida 7/07/35 5/08/39
Fort Wingate 10/13/30 4/02/35
Galisteo 12/23/33

Gladstone 4/28/33

Grenville 10/05/31 1/27/34
House 10/14/35

Humble City 3/04/31 7/13/33
Iseta 8/15/33 5/13/35
Jemes 5/15/33 5/13/35
LaJoya 5/23/32

LaUnion 2/02/32 8/23/46
L edoux 4/22/43 12/19/46
Lingo 12/29/31

Lucero 9/10/34 4/15/36

Lucy 2/13/33 3/03/42
Luna 8/19/37 11/14/46
Maes 1/09/3?

Mesilla 8/24/34- 2/02/36
Miami 2/01/32 2/22/34
Penasco 3/26/34

Penistaja 11/15/38

Plain 12/31/32

Rincon 9/23/33 10/09/33
Rociada 1/22/49

Rosebud 7/10/33

Round House 12/15/31

Rowe 2/01/33- 12/01/33

San Lorenzo 9/04/34

San Ysidro 2/09/32- 8/23/34
Seboyeta 2/03/33

Soham 2/15/34

Tecolotenos 4/11/33 12/02/44
Three Rivers 4/02/3? 3/20/34

Tilden 10/31/32

Tome 2/18/33 4/15/36
Torreon 2/14/33 2/06/35
TresLagunas  9/12/39 4/16/40
Vado 12/21/31

Veguita 5/25/33

Vermejo Park  8/01/34

Waterflow 2/21/33

Willard 3/17/32 4/05/34
Yeso 217132 4/13/33
Zuni 4/26/33
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Figure 1. Front of German propaganda postcard mailed from Berlin to New York. Generally
translated, the inscription at lower right reads, “ America hasits great ambitions again.”

The Spanish-American War: Foreign
Reactions Expressed By Propaganda
Mail

By Michael Dattolico

When the Spanish-American War erupted in
April, 1898, the major world powers were in a
guandry about whom to support. Most European
governmentsdid not militarily interfere, but some
expressed their opinionsthrough official and non-
official means. The most strident responses came
from Great Britain and Germany, two of Europe’s
strongest imperialistic powers. England and her
colonies supported the United States. The Ger-
man empire, on the other hand hand, aligned it-
self with Spain.

Admiral George Dewey’s naval squadron
defeated the Spanish fleet in ManilaBay on May
1, 1898. With the Spanish fleet inruins, the U.S.
navy controlled the inland waters. But within

days of hisvictory, German and British warships
appeared, and Dewey soon found that he was only
one of several naval presences at Manila.

The Vermont-born American admiral soon dis-
covered who histrue allieswere. The British navy
was friendly and accommodating to our warships
by giving them maneuvering space prime anchor-
age within Manila Bay. The German naval squad-
ron, on the other hand, aggressively confronted the
U.S. fleet, creating a crisis that nearly resulted in
war between the United States and Germany.

In retrospect, it seems that Germany’s naval
commander underestimated Dewey’s ability and
fighting spirit after he had defeated Spaiws naval
force. Massive German warships cruised around
Manila Bay taunting U.S. ships in a provocative
manner. The issue was decided when George
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Figure 1A. Back of postcard mailed to New York City
on May 12, 1898, via England. Thereis no evidence
that the card was handled by the British post office.

Dewey, known for his explosive temper, sum-
moned the German naval commander to his flag-
ship. In a heated verbal exchange, Dewey asked
the German officer if he wanted war with the
United States. Before the German could answer,
Dewey interjected that if he wanted a war with
the United States, he could haveit then. The non-
plussed German officer demurred, and with Brit-
ish naval support, Dewey remained the prominent
naval force at Manila.
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America's antagonists, particularly Germany,
wasted no time printing post cardswhich expressed
anti-American feelings. An exampleisthe German
postcard featured as Figures 1 & 1A, which was
mailed from Berlin to New York City on May 12,
1898. What prompted such a card to be printed
was likely Germany’s response to the Manila Bay
incident, and its desire for territorial gainsin the
Pacific region.

One only needs to look at President
McKinley's face on the figure 1 postcard to see
that its theme is anti-American. The American
president’s facial features, especialy around the
eyes, depict him as a dly, villainous character.
Spain’s queen regent and her prince-heir, on the
other hand, are pictured as humane leaders worthy
of sympathy and support.

Itisanironic fact that political sentiments be-
tween wartime antagonistscan quickly change. The
figure 2 postcard presented here is a testament to
such a nationalistic turn-around.

The figure 2 postcard's centra theme is Kai-
ser Wilhelm 1I's new yacht. German publisher
Franz Huld published the card. The picture may
have been printed to show a friendly relationsip
between Kaiser Wilhelm 11 and President Theodore
Roosevelt. That would explain the presence of the
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Figure 2. Postcard mailed to Germany from New York at the turn of the century. Its themeis

German-American friendship.
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Figure 3. Canadian postcard mailed from Ontario to Cincinnati, Ohio, on July 27, 1898, which

features American & British patriotic themes.

Kaiser’'s son, Prince Henry of Prusssia, and
Roosevelt’'s daughter, Alice. Patriotic symbols of
both countries also adom the card, giving one the
impression that al waswell between Germany and
the United States. Eventsin the coming yearswould
change that feeling.

The postcard featured as Figure 3 gives a hint
as to how strong our bond was with England, her
colonies and dominions, especially Canada. The
private card was designed and printed by the J. C.
Wilson & Company of Montreal. Mailed at
Chatham, Ontario, to Cincinnati that summer, it was
oneof aseriesof patriotic pieceswhich highlighted
the Anglo-American alliance. The array of nation-
alistic symbols exhibited on the postcard's lower
left side leaves no doubts about the closeness of
the two countries.

The Figure 4 patriotic postcard was also
printed by the J. C. Wilson & Company. The over-
all American flag theme, acommon one during our
war with Spain, was used as the background for
the depiction at the card’s lower eft.

Thelower-left picture highlightsacasket which
presumably containsthe dead soldiersand marines
of the U.S.S. Maine. Spanning the oval pictureis

an American eagle. A grieving Lady Columbia
holds an American shield. The banner, ‘ Canada
Memorabilis’, is held high by the eagle.

The postcard is somewhat unique for several
reasons. Firgt, it was sent well after the Spanish-
American War had ended. Second, it was mailed
at Liverpool and was sent to an addressee in En-
gland. And third, the postcard was mailed on the
4th of July, 1900. That it was mailed on our
country’s birthday seemsto be purely coinciden-
tal, as nothing suggests that the card was a phila-
telic usage.

The time that the Figure 4 piece was mailed
was a frustrating time for the United States and
Great Britain. Each power was stuck in similar
military quagmires. The United States and En-
gland both had combat forces in northern China
to help quell the rebellion of Boxer rebels. At
thesametime, each country weremired initsown
military Gethsemane. American troopswerefight-
ing determined Filipino insurgents while British
forces fought Boer settlersin South Africa.

The power of postal propaganda, as evi-
denced by theillustrated cards, can never be un-
derestimated.
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Figure 4. Pro-American patriotic postcard mailed at Liverpool, England on July 4, 1900, to a

British address. This postcard was another of a series published by J.C. Wison & Company of
Canada.
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iIssues) Encyclopedia of
ffice Markings
La Posta advertising reaches over 1,000 Colorado Post Office J

active postal history enthusiasts each issue. by William H. Bauer

Why not let uscarry your messageto the hobby? "Colorado Postal Historian”

including the "Encyclopedia’

. . published four times per year.
Write, call or e-mail

.. Spring Meeting held annually
Cath ?Iark at ROMPEX in Denver. Fall
P.O Bc?x 1615 Meeting held in November.
Copma;nr.mrst, NSV\’/ 2460 Information and Membership Application:
Australia Roger D. Rydberg, CPHS Secretary
354 So Nile St

Aurora, CO 80012

Phone: 011-61-266-473- roger-rydberg@worldnet.att.net

369

i Back Issues of the "Encyclopedia® are
e-mail: cath@la-posta.com Avaialble

Join Now and Receive Installment No. 1.
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JEROME D. KRAUSE
313.531.6181

Southfield, Michigan 48076
19785 W. 12 Mile Rd., #45

JEROME’S EXPRESS CO.

Great Lakes Postal History Stamp Dealer

PROFESSIONAL POSTMARK
TRACING & MAPS

| will executeto
your exact
specifications
accuratetracings
of plain or fancy
postmarks,
cancelsand

== maps. My work

has appeared in

La Posta in both the Washington Territorial
postmark series by Richard A. Long and the 19th
Century Colorado postmark seriesby Richard
Frajola.

If you' ve been thinking of a postmark
catalog project, or any research which requires
well-executed postmarks or maps for illustrations,
but do not have the time required to accomplish
the tracings, drop me aline or give me acall with
the particulars, and | will give you a quote.

1l

m = |

Jane Dallison
P. O. Box 296, Langlois, OR 97450
(541) 348-2813

o

WANTED: FOREIGN COVER
ACCUMULATIONS

WANTED! COVERS!
We areinsatiable buyers

of worldwide cover lots!
Any foreign country to
1960. If you have alarge
holding of bulk covers,
why not pack up that
accumulation and turn it
into cash today? Top prices
paid. You'll like our
generous instant offer
_ check whichisgenerally
mailed within 24 hours of receipt. Ship with
absol ute confidence -- we always pay all shipping
costs. Please be sure to fully insure. References on
file.

For complete buy list visit our website:
-. www.fredschmitt.com
=1 SCHMITT INVESTORS LTD.

Postal History Specialists Since 1953

P.O. Box 67
Woodbury, NY 11797
516-367-4030 (24 hours)

WANTED TO BUY

* Hawaiian Postal History 1864 to present

* Alaska Postal History 1867 to present

* Yukon Postal History 1885 to present

* 19th Century U.S. Officials, Fancy cancelsand
Fort cancels

* Hawaiian Stamps with town cancels

STEVE SIMS, 1769 Wickersham Dr.,
Anchorage, AK 99507-1349.
Phone: (907) 563-7281

Life Member

United States
Postal History

Twentieth Century. Foreign destinations,
airmail, unusual usages... Explore these
and much more in my illustrated price
lists. State your interests for afree copy.

Town Cancels. D.P.O.’s, machines,
advertising, R.P.O.’s, stampless and much
more are featured in my state pricelists.
Which state may | send you?

P.O. Box 94822
Las Vegas NV 89193
(800) 594-3837
FAX (702) 369-9139
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WANTED!

North Dakota
Territory

Postmarks
(Photocopies)

For publication of North Dakota

Territorial Postmarks

Short Term Plan: Serial Publicationin La
Posta

Long Term Plan: Comprehensive Catalog

Send To:
Mike Ellingson
P.O. Box 402
Eagan, MN 55121

E-mail contact:
mikeellingson@juno.com

TEXAS COVERS
1840's- 1940's
Thousandsin stock:
Stampless, Confederate, DPO, RPO, Adv., etc.
Send want list for your area. Photocopies on

reguest. Collections and individual items purchased.

AUSTIN STAMP & COIN, 13107 FM 969
Austin, TX 78724. Phone: 512-276-7793

Tue-Sat 9:30-5PM APS TPHS

MAINE NARROW GAUGE R.P.O.

CANCELS WANTED
Bangor & Bucksport R.P.O. (10/9/1879-5/31/1883)
Palermo & Wiscasset R.P.O. (1895-1896)

Albion & Wiscasset R.P.O. (1896-1902, 1909-1933)
Waterville & Wiscasset R.P.O. (1902-1909)
Harrison & Beidgton Junction R.P.O. (1900-1917)
Carrabassett & Farmington R.P.O. (6/1/1900-8/31/1900)
Farmington & Rangeley R.P.O. (1892-1903)
Kingfield & Farmington R.P.O. (1903-1913)
Phillips & Farmington (1913-1917)

BRUCE L. COREY, 108 Marilyn Avenue,
Westbrook, ME 04092

La Posta

ARIZONA - NEW
MEXICO POSTAL
HISTORY
SOCIETY

Seeks New Members, Who Seek New
Material, New Information and New
Friends

DUES $10 Annually

Receive “The Roadrunner” Quarterly
Newsletter

Trade Duplicates at Winter and Summer
Meetings

Contact: Thomas K.
Todsen, 2000 Rose Lane,
Las Cruces, NM 88005
or

Peter Rathwell, 4523 E.
Mountain View Dr.,
Phoenix, AZ 85028

KIRKS &% ro
SSAMP Q‘}? BOX 74
CO. i

Constant Additions d !
Of Postal History in
Virtually All Areas
Expo’s, Express
R.P.O’s, U.S. Postal Cards,
Stationery, Stamps & More

we seek odd & unusual
please offer!

KIRK AND ELSIE WOLFORD

Phone (530) 675-2687 P

Fax (530) 675-1522
! r!\ Email- krkstpco@goldstate.net
/&’ O,
K
SINCE 1970

SINCE 1975
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For the postal historian...

THE FULL LIBRARY OF THERON WEIRENGA TITLES IS Now AVAILABLE FROM US.

Unavailable for a number of years, these im-
portant iitles contain original data on American
posial history. Here is your unique opportunity
to acquire these vital referemce titles. We own the
entire remaining stock of them.

American Siate Papers. Post Office Depart-
ment; 1799-1833. Small atlas-sized volume; includes
various listings of P.O.'s from 1799 to 1830. Has
wide yariety of reports & documents on the USPOD;
wealth of early postal history. $85.00.

Postal Laws & Regulations of the U.S.A., 1832
and 1843, These are two important handbooks from
the stampless period, bound into one volume. Very
difficult to obtain, $40.00.

The 1.5, Postal Guide and Official Advertiser,
1850 to 1852, Complete run in 2 vols; rare monthly
periodical, few original copies exist outside Library
of Congress. Along with postal information there
are Executive Dept. notices, Appointments by the
President, Consuls Recognized by the State Dept,
Reports of Secretary of War, Navy, Postmaster Gen-
¢eral, new postmasters & locations. Treasury Dept.,
troop locations, assignnents, reports & more. Rare
source for postal history student, genealogist and his-
torian. Only 37 sets left. $100.00.

Pratt's Post Office Directory: 1850. Very accu-
rate list of P.O."s during the 1847 era; also contains
foreign postage tables for the new British Postal Con-
vention of 1849, §35.00.

Postal Laws & Regulations of the U.8.4.: 1852
New handbook issued after the rate changes of 1851
Also contains newspaper clipping file sbout postal
laws and foreign mail rates. $45.00.

Colton’s Post Office Directory.: 1856. Unique
volume contains 25,000+ post offices with postmas-
ters’ names, showing revenue of each office. This is
important source data 1o assist in judging the relative
scarcity of townmarks from various statea. $45.00.

List of Post ({Tices, Postal Laws & Regulations
of U.S.A.: 1857, Wonderful handbook; contains list
of P.0."s and P.L.&R.'s. This volume was first pro-
duced after the French Postal Convention of 1857 &
has up-to-date foreign postage tables including French
miail rates. $40.00.

List of P.O.'s in the U.S.A.: 1862. List of post

Shipping & handling: $3
first boak, $1 for each
additional book. VISA and
Mastercard accepted.

Get our newest catalog!
Only $5 refundable with
purchase. Call, write, fax or
e-mail us today!

Refer to Dept. LP.

offices specifies those under Confederate control,
Also several important P.0O.D.-issued pamphiets of
1861, 1863, 1864 & 1B65. $55.00,

Postal Laws & Regulations of the U.5.A.: 1866.
First PL. &R after the Civil War and first since 1859,
Much excellent information with updated foreign mail
rates. $35.00.

U.S. Incoming Steamship Mail by Theron
Weirenga, 1983. 242 pgs. Hardbound. Important
directory of daies and times of all incoming foreign
steamship mail in the | 9th century. Vital postal his-
tory source. [llustrated. $45.00. .

The Gold Rush Mail Agents To California, 1845-
52 by Theron Weirenga. Detailing the vital commu-
nications to/from the California mining boomtowns.
Tllustrated. 288 pgs. 540.

Wabsita: www.Jameslee.com

ASDA APSUSPCSBIA MSDA
CSA ESPHS PSE (Expert Staff)

DON TOCHER

U.S. Classics
Stamps & Postal History

P.O. Box 679, Sunapee, NH 03782
PH/Fax: 603-763-5138
E-mail: dontoch@ix.netcom.com
AMEX, VISA & Master Cards Accepted
See how to make your own “Instant Web
Store” at http://mww.postal net.convportfolios

724 -- Penn
725 -- Webster

732 -- NRA

C25-31-- Transport airs
704-15 -- Bicentennials
716 -- Lake Placid

717 -- Arbor Day
718-9 -- Olympics

720 -- 3c “ Stuart”

726 -- Oglethorpe
727 -- Newburgh
728-9 -- Chicago

E-Mail: philately2@earthiink.net

Do you have any designer-and-engraver
autographed plate blocks?

| am looking for the following designer-and-
engraver autographed plate blocks (or other
selvedge multiples). Please send
description and price.!

733 -- Byrd

736 -- Maryland
740-49 -- Parks

772 -- Connecticut
773 -- San Diego

774 -- Boulder Dam
775 -- Michigan

776 -- Texas

777 -- Rhode Island
785-94 -- Army-Navy
1041 (&B) -- 8c Liberty
1084 -- Devil’'s Tower

James H. Patter son
P.O. Box 3456 -- Phoenix, Arizona 85030
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Ausdenmoore-McFarlane
STAMPS, POSTCARDS

\&COVERS

Chuck & Jan McFarlane

War & Censored Covers
Thematic Covers

U.S. 20th Century Postal History
Worldwide Postal History

U.S. Postal Stationery
Worldwide Postal Stationery
Picture Postcards

USPS Publicity Photos

OOo00oOoo0ooo

P.O. Box 2348
Midland, Michigan 48641-2348

CANADA AND NEWFOUNDLAND
Covers and Postcards
WANTED: 1880-1950
| am a specialist looking for Town
Postmarks, RPO’s, Registered Mail, Ship Mail,
Anything Unusual. ALSO WANTED: Canadian

viewcards showing town main streets, depots, trains,

ships, planes, farm machinery, disasters, etc.
MEMBER APS
JIM MILLER, Box 3005, Kamloops, BC

V2C 6B7 CANADA
e-mail: JIMILLER@CARIBOO.BC.CA

Our Name Says |t All!
TheBuck StartsHere

Enjoy an approval selection of coversfrom your
favorite category at $1 each. Vauesto $25. Write
today for alist of categories and an application.

THE DOLLAR COVER
COMPANY

THE BUCK STARTS HERE
3305 VENTANA HILLS DRIVE
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89117

La Posta
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“YEAR OUTSIDE” DUPLEX CANCELS
from
OREGON, WASHINGTON and IDAHO
Send priced covers or photocopies or
request my offer
JOHN WHITE
780 NW Wallula Ave Gresham OR 97030

WANTED

AUCTIONS WITH A DIFFERENCE

H.J.W. Daugherty

Eastham, Mass., 02642

Write for Next Catalog

PO. Box 1146LP

APS

LOS ANGELES COUNTY

Needed by collector for philatelic project, pre-1940 covers and
cards from the Los Angeles, California, arca. Please provide
photocopies or descriptions, priced, or for my offer.

Avalon (1894 (o 1898)
Avalon (May 1912)
Beverly Hills (1926)
Burbank (1893)

ICompton (Jan 10-20, 1910)
Compton (Nov 11, 1911)
Echo Mountain (1893-95)
IGlendale {1929}
Hollywood (any date)
Long Beach (Dec 10, 1911)
Long Beach (1923)

LA (1892)

LA (1893)

LA (Feb 1894)

LA (1895)

LA (Dec 31, 1901

lLA (Jan 10-20, 1910)

{LA (Tan 1929)

|LA (Oct 1, 1910)

LA (1922)

LA [Hollywood Sial(Mar 1925
LA (1927)

LA [Wilshire-LaBrea] any
Mount Wilson {1907-08)
Owensmouth (1912)
Owensmouth (Noy 1913)
Pasadena (1905)

Pasadena (Mar 1909)
Pasadena (Nov 5, 1911)
Pasadena (Jan 1, 1912)

San Pedro (1899, 1910, 1914)
Venice (19053)

Also need any pre-1890 L.A. County material.

Don Evans. PO Box 286, Bonasall, CA 92003.
Telffax: (760)726-6963. e-mail: DEvansUSAF @acl.com
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The“ Polly Woodside” is permanently moored in
the Yarra River along side the Melbourne
Exposition Centre. It was the primary cachet for
Australia *99.

presentation of awards. The opening ceremonies
were highlighted by a Pirates of Penzance thesat-
rical performance complete with special philatelic
lyrics and sword-wielding actorsin full costume.

The quality of exhibits appeared to equal that
| have seen at earlier internationals, and indeed
many of the exhibitorswere the exact same people
who have been successfully filling frames with
marvel ous stamps and coversfor several decades.
American exhibitors were well represented. In a
conversation with Col. Carl Stieg, he proudly in-
formed methat no lessthan seven membersof his
local club —the Collectors Club of San Francisco
— had entered exhibits, and, furthermore, all of
them were hopeful of attaining gold medals.

May 1999

Perhaps the most noteworthy aspect of the
Australia 99 exhibit was the Social Philately
class, an entirely new competitive class at the
international level which was opened on an ex-
perimental basis for the first time at this show.
To quote Dr. E. C. Druse, President of Australia
'99 and aleading proponent of this branch of col-
lecting, “social philately isthe collection, study,
classification and exhibiting of materials and ar-
tifacts that illustrate either;

the social reaction to the presence of a uni-
versal and rapidly developing postal system, or

the development and diversification of a so-
cial activity or enterprise.”

Callectionsinthefirst group contain artifacts
and paper ephemera of the postal service, mate-
rial of the hobby and even artistic items passing
through the postal system. Robert Dalton Harris
and the late Charles Towle would both approve
of this group as it was quite similar to a Non-
conforming Class of exhibits introduced at
ARIPEX ain the early ‘90s. Exhibits represent-
ing thisgroup at Australia’ 99 included a court of
honor showing of Valentines, the devel opment of
decorative writing paper, a display of stamp
boxes, and servicing the posts at Newcastle.

The second group embodies amore thematic
approach and may be comprised of philatelic ma-
terial, in addition to such related items as tele-
grams and postcards, and even other collateral
itemswhichillustrate amajor social event, anin-
dustry sector, the development of aregion or small
country, social and religious history or a major
socia activity. Exhibits representing this group
included decorative Maori arts and crafts, trade
exhibitions, thetimber industry, mourning memo-
rabilia, and, my personal favorite, the impact of
missionaries on the postal system of Papua New
Guinea.

The quality of exhibits in this experimental
classwas quite high. Presentationswere carefully
executed and the stories each exhibit told were
very informative. It seemslikely that thisapproach
to exhibiting will find a growing number of ad-
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The great red ocean liner of Australia Post
dominated the exhibition floor and housed a
number of shops selling products and services
of the Post.

vocates, particularly among younger members of
our hobby who may be seeking new avenues of
self expression.

Children were given specia attention with
activities such as face-painting and games held in
areserved area aboard the “Perfin Pirate Ship.”
Actors in full pirate dress occasionally strolled
through the bourse, and once in awhile sea chan-
teys could be heard emanating from the direction
of the good ship “Perfin”.

Although my previous experience at interna-
tional shows is limited to only Ameripex '87 in
Chicago and Pacific 97 in San Francisco, | must
say that | found the ambiance at Australia’99 to
be quite a bit more relaxed and enjoyabl e than ei-
ther of those two shows. It’s tough to sort out just
exactly what the differences were, although the

La Posta

existence of astrong show theme and a dedicated
commitment to it certainly helped, but | have car-
ried away animpression of avery positive experi-
ence from Melbourne.

Coins, Currency, and Postal History
(continued from page 65)

California, US gold coins were proliferating, not
that the majority of citizens were able to afford to
use them often. There were denominations of 1,
21/2, 3, 4,5, 10 and 20 dollars.

Other coin needs were briefly driven by post-
age stamps. With the continued downward plunge
in postage ratesto three centsby 1851, asaconve-
nienceto the citizen (perhapsremembering too well
the debacle of the old 18 1/2 cent rate of 1816?),
the govenment, in 1853, began minting tiny three
cent silver pieces. What's more, the $3 gold piece,
so closein valueto the Quarter Eagle ($2 1/2) coin,
was nonethel ess created in 1854 so customers could
more easily purchase afull sheet of stamps with a
single coin, Fig 11.

Fig 11. Three dollar gold bought a sheet of stamps

CoNCLUSION

It is a valid posture to see American history
properly reflected in the* expansive’ viewsof coin
dealers with respect to what actually constitutes
America's early money. It is palpably true, also,
that America's postal habits have themselves, in
part, centered upon the continuing need for for-
eign coins as an adjunct to the early incapacity of
the government to meet its own coinage and paper
money protections obligationsfor its people. And,
it is afurther fact of American historical life that
Spanish “hits’” and pieces-of-eight dollarshave had
amost significant, even life-saving, effect on our
economic health and sanity, and prosperity.
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CLASSIFIED ADS
Only 5 cents per word delivers your message to the
largest and best informed group of postal historians in
America
Word Count 1 issue 3 issues 6 issues
1-25 $1.25 $3.12 $5.94
26-30 $1.50 $3.75 $7.14
31-35 $1.75 $4.35 $8.28
36-40 $2.00 $4.98 $9.48
41-45 $2.25 $5.61 $10.68
46-50 $2.50 $6.24 $11.88
51-55 $2.75 $6.84 $13.02
56-60 $3.00 $7.47 $14.22
61-65 $3.25 $8.10 $15.42
66-70 $3.50 $8.73 $16.62
71-75 $3.75 $9.33 $17.76
76-80 $4.00 $9.96 $18.96
81-85 $4.25 $10.59 $20.16
86-90 $4.50 $11.22 $21.36
91-95 $4.75 $11.82 $22.50
96-100 $5.00 $12.45 $23.70
ANNOUNCEMENTS TOWNS: WANTED

EXPOSITIONS: William Bomar's collection
of Exposition and World's Fair postal history,
including everything from his award-winning
exhibit, is being offered serially in my Malil
Bid Sales. Write/ call for sample catalog. Jim
Mehrer, 2405-30th Street, Rock Island, IL
61201. Phone: [309] 786-6539. Email:
mehrer@postal-history.com. Internet web
site: http://www.postal-history.com. [30-2]

CARDS & COVERS: FOR
SALE

HAWAII, COMPLETE territorial collection of
all 91 towns cancellled Spring 1959. Territo-
rial cancels on UX46. F-VF, $250.00. Steve
Sims, 1769 Wickersham Dr., Anchorage, AK
99507. Phone (907) 563-7281. [30-6]

PHOTOCOPY APPROVALS. U.S/Foreign
covers; worldwide mint/used stationery; Civil
War/WW!II Patriotics; pre-1950 FDC's;
Flights; Topicals. Visa/Master Card. ASDA
B&K Friedman, Box 300459, Arlington, TX
76007-0459. Fax: 817-467-0966. E-mail:
covercnr@eaze.net. [31-1]

PRIVATE COLLECTOR is selling his exten-
sive flown Graf Zepplin and Hindenburg
cover collection - phone (805) 643-3987 [30-
2]

ALASKA & YUKON & HAWAII postal his-
tory oldest to present wanted. APS life mem-
ber. Steve Sims, 1769 Wickersham Dr., An-
chorage, AK 99507 (907) 563-7281. [29-6]"
All States and categories wanted! Better
consignment material always needed for my
bi-monthly Mail Bid Sales. Write/ call for con-
signment details. Jim Mehrer, 2405-30th
Street, Rock Island, IL 61201. Phone: [309]
786-6539. Email: mehrer@postal-
history.com. Internet web site: http://
www.postal-history.com.[30-4]

MEADOW LAKE/SUMMIT CITY and
Truckee, California. Early paper and images
wanted from these towns. Dana Scanlon,
11380 Sutters Fort Way, Gold River, CA
95670. [30-4]

CONNECTICUT - NEW BRITAIN,
stampless/stamped to 1955. Send on ap-
proval or photocopy with price to Bob
Gaudian, 6914 Spanker Dr., Burke, VA
22015 [30-5]

HAWALI'l, Copies of all postmarks between
ca. 1840 and 21 August 1959 seriously
needed for postal history studies; including
service, ship, transit and other related mark-
ings. | will pay copying and post, and credit
each contributor. Phil Kay, P. O. Box 920,
Kaunakakai, HI 96748. [30-2]

TOWNS: WANTED

D.C. (DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA) postal his-
tory. Washington Philatelic Society putting
together a postal history of D.C. along with
postmarks in various categories. as a pre-
liminary we will publish a D.C. bibliography
for which we solicit your input. In addition
we would like to hear from collectors of D.C.
postal history or postmarks. All letters will
receive a response and contributions towards
the book will be acknowledged. S.B. Stiss,
436 N. Park Drive, Arlington, VA 22203. [30-
2]

MASSACHUSETTS - FRANKLIN COUNTY,
Stampless through modern covers. Espe-
cially interested in stampless, advertising,
patriotics, special events, railroads, foreign
destinations. Write, call or e-mail for listing
of post offices. Jim Kotanchik, 48 Nashoba
Road, Acton, MA 01720, Tel. 978-263-4268,
e-mail jkotanchik@aol.com. [31-1]

MONTANA: Postal history, real photo post-
cards, correspondence, checks, advertising,
pamphlets, books, photographs, billheads,
letterheads, other ephemera. Ken Hamlin,
517 So. 5th Ave., Bozeman, MT 59715. [32-
1]

OHIO - Holmes County: Wanted for personal
collection: Baddow Pass, Becks Mills,
Benton*, Berlin*, Big Prairie*, Bigprairie,
Black Creek*, Centreville, DeWitts Ridge,
Dino, Doughty*, Drakes*, Grade, Hard,
Humphreys Villa, Humphreyville, Jones Cor-
ners, Manning, Millersburgh*, Morgan Settle-
ment, Mount Hope*, Mounthope, Nashville*,
Palladium, Pictoria, Prairie*, Salt Creek,
Saltillo, Special, Stilwell, Tuttleville*, Walnut
Creek*, Wards*, Winesburgh* (* =
stampless). Send priced on approval or send
photocopies. Larry LK. Neal, 8650 Twp. Rd.
79, Millersburg, OH 44654 [30-4]
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TOWNS: WANTED

NEVADA - Belleville, Broken Hills, Buena
Vista, Copperhill, Coryville, Eagleville, Me-
tallic, Montelle, Mount Montgomery, Rand,
Redlich, Rhodes. Send priced on approval
or send photocopy with price or for offer. Bill
Helmer (APS, WCS), 82886 Bradford Ct.,
Creswell, OR 97426 [30-6]

NORTH DAKOTA: All postal history wanted,
from territorial to modern. Send photocopies
or on approval. Gary Anderson, 698 E. Hoyt
Ave., St. Paul, MN 55106 [30-3]

OKLAHOMA - Oklahoma (City) Flag cancel
A38 State Capital Station (1921-1923). Harry
Blackman, 2200 Warwick PI., Fort Smith, AR
72903 [32-1]

OREGON, PRE-1950 cancels of all types -
operating - and DPQOs, especially 19th cen-
tury. Washington Doane cancels and unusual
cancels from any state. Send priced or on
approval, or send photocopies for my offer.
Doug DeRoest, 482 Modelaire Drive, La
Grande, OR 97850 [30-6]

SOUTH DAKOTA postal history from territo-
rial to modern wanted for my personal col-
lection. Top prices paid. Ken Stach, 212 E.
Woodglen Road, Spartanburg, SC 29301.
[30-4]

TEXAS - Harlingen, Texas Flag Cancel A14,
1916-1917. Harry Blackman, 2200 Warwick
PI., Fort Smith, AR 72903 [32-1]

WEST POINT, NEW YORK covers --
stampless to WW Il -- wanted for personal
collection. Send on approval or photocopies.
Prompt response promised. Richard
Helbock, P. O. Box 1615, Copmanhurst,
NSW 2460 Australia [30-4].

DOANES: WANTED

DOANE CANCELS: Buy and trade Doane
cancels of all states. Send photocopies or
on approval. Gary Anderson, 698 E. Hoyt
Ave., St. Paul, MN 55106 [30-3]

ADVERTISING COVERS:
WANTED

URGENTLY NEEDED: Pre-1900 Philadel-
phia, PA advertising covers illustrated with
buildings and street scenes. Also any paper
memorabilia or postal history from the Phila-
delphia Centennial of 1876. All correspon-
dence answered. Member APS. Gus Spector
,750 S. Main Street, Suite 203, Phoenixville,
PA 19460. [30-3]

May 1999

SUPPLIES: FOR SALE

Need collection protection? | have sleeves,
albums, pocket pages, and storage boxes,
designed for covers and postcards. Com-
plete list on request. Jim Mehrer, 2405-30th
Street, Rock Island, IL 61201. Phone: [309]
786-6539. Email: mehrer@postal-
history.com. Internet web site: http://
www.postal-history.com [30-2]

LITERATURE: FOR SALE

THE AWARD-WINNING 240-page book of
Wisconsin postal history - Going For the Mail,
A History of Door County Post Offices -- is
now at a special price: $13.00 postpaid from
the author. Jim Hale, 5401 Raymond Road,
Madison, WI 53711. [30-4]

NOW AVAILABLE: Post Offices and Early
Postmasters of Virginia - $49; The Post Of-
fices and Postmasters of Hawaii - $18; The
Post Offices of Alabama to 1900 - $18; The
Post Offices of Georgia - $18. Coming soon
Post Offices of WV and SC. All available from
the author, poastpaid: Richard E. Small,
14502 Oak Cluster Drive, Centrevillw, VA
20120. [30-4]

SOUTH CAROLINA Post Offices: alphabeti-
cal listing of post offices, counties and years
of operation. This is the first full list published
for this state. Available in print or floppy disk.
60-page book (Specify comb-bound or loose-
leaf): $18.00 postpaid to U.S. addresses.
Disk: (specify PC or MAC format): $25.00.
llinois residents add 6.75% tax. Outside U.S.
add 20%. Jim Mehrer, 2405-30th Street,
Rock Island, IL 61201. [30-2]

MISCELLANEOQOUS:
WANTED

AIRMAIL COVERS - Commercial Only; No
First Flights or philatelic -United States to
destinations in Europe, Africa, Asia and
Oceania dating from before 1938. Also C1-
C6 on commercial covers to foreign or do-
mestic addresses. Send priced on approval
or photocopies, or request my offer. Richard
Helbock, P.O. Box 1615, Copmanhurst,
NSW 2460 Australia [30-4]

POST OFFICE SEALS on cover and related
seal material. Early through modern. Seals
on cover must be tied. Send priced on ap-
proval, photocopies, or request my offer. Jim
Kotanchik, 48 Nashoba Road, Acton, MA
01720 [31-1]

FOREIGN: FOR SALE

DANISH "WILD WILD WEST" INDIES
stamps, covers, postal stationery, etc. Long-
time student/collector/exhibitor. Ron Trosclair
(APS), 1713 Live Oak St, Metairie, LA 70005-
1069. PH: (504) 835-9611. [30-4]

La Posta

Let a La Posta Classified
ad send your message to
over 1,200 of North
America's most energetic
and interested postal
history enthusiasts.As
simpleas 1, 2, 3!!!

1) Write down your ad on
a slip of paper;
2)Count words excluding
ZIP code and check the
rate card on page 77 to
find the cost & number of
insertions, and
3) send your ad along
with a check to La Posta,
33470 Chinook Plaza,
#216, Scappoose, OR
97056 and we'll do the
rest.




La Posta May 1999

PRICESREALIZED - SUBSCRIBERS AUCTION No. 62

Lot Price 79 $7.00 160 $0.00 240  $26.00 320  $0.00 401 $0.00 482 $0.00 562 $0.00 643 $0.00
1 $19.00 80 $4.00 161 $32.00 241 $4.50 321 $0.00 402 $0.00 483  $11.00 563 $8.50 644  $13.00
2 $0.00 81 $0.00 162 $0.00 242 $7.00 322 $4.00 403 $13.00 484 $8.50 564 $0.00 645 $16.00
3 $0.00 82 $0.00 163 $75.00 243 $4.00 323  $11.00 404 $0.00 485  $44.00 565 $0.00 646 $9.50
4 $0.00 83 $7.50 164 $3.00 244 $18.00 324  $25.00 405 $8.50 486  $19.00 566 $0.00 647  $11.00
5 $19.00 84 $11.00 165 $16.00 245  $19.00 325 $22.00 406 $0.00 487  $16.00 567 $22.00 648 $7.50
6 $22.00 85 $22.00 166 $13.00 246 $5.00 326 $0.00 407 $11.00 488 $13.00 568 $0.00 649 $0.00
7 $5.00 86 $4.50 167 $8.00 247 $7.00 327 $13.00 408 $0.00 489 $0.00 569 $3.00 650 $70.00
8 $18.00 87 $13.00 168 $14.00 248  $11.00 328  $0.00 409 $18.00 490 $10.00 570 $0.00 651 $0.00
9 $16.00 88 $0.00 169 $18.00 249 $4.00 329  $3.00 410 $0.00 491 $16.00 571 $0.00 652  $36.00

10 $5.50 89 $0.00 170  $26.00 250 $17.00 330 $32.00 411 $0.00 492 $32.00 572 $5.50 653 $5.00
1 $5.00 90 $16.00 171 $22.00 251  $28.00 331 $0.00 412 $0.00 493  $12.00 573 $0.00 654 $9.00
12 $5.50 91 $0.00 172 $19.00 252 $5.00 332 $0.00 413 $0.00 494  $13.00 574 $0.00 655 $8.00
13 $4.00 92 $0.00 173 $3.00 253  $13.00 333  $0.00 414 $32.00 495 $0.00 575 $3.00 656 $6.50
14 $7.00 93 $16.00 174 $6.50 254 $0.00 334 $18.00 415 $0.00 496  $11.00 576 $0.00 657 $8.50
15 $19.00 94 $9.50 175 $3.50 255 $0.00 335  $0.00 416 $4.00 497  $18.00 577 $0.00 658 $6.50
16 $0.00 95 $8.00 176 $4.00 256  $14.00 336  $0.00 417 $0.00 498  $15.00 578 $9.50 659 $4.50
17 $24.00 96 $13.00 177 $8.50 257 $0.00 337  $0.00 418 $7.50 499 $0.00 579 $0.00 660 $0.00
18 $60.00 97 $16.00 178 $0.00 258  $13.00 338 $16.00 419 $0.00 500 $11.00 580 $26.00 661 $0.00
19 $7.50 98 $11.00 179 $8.50 259  $16.00 339  $0.00 420 $11.00 501 $17.00 581 $24.00 662 $0.00

20 $7.50 99 $70.00 180 $5.50 260 $18.00 340  $0.00 421 $0.00 502 $28.00 582 $5.50 663 $0.00

21 $0.00 100 $0.00 181 $5.50 261  $22.00 341  $0.00 422 $9.50 503 $38.00 583 $7.50 664 $8.00

22 $170.00 101 $19.00 182 $0.00 262 $22.00 342 $11.00 423 $5.00 504  $55.00 584 $0.00 665 $26.00

23 $10.00 102 $0.00 183  $11.00 263 $7.00 343 $110.00 424 $0.00 505 $28.00 585 $0.00 666 $0.00

23 103 $17.00 184 $0.00 264 $4.50 345  $0.00 425 $14.00 506 $8.00 586 $9.00 667 $28.00

24 $1,300.00 104  $55.00 185 $0.00 265 $0.00 346  $32.00 426 $0.00 507 $3.50 587  $11.00 668 $0.00

25 $32.00 105  $32.00 186 $55.00 266 $8.50 347 $0.00 427 $0.00 508 $0.00 588 $0.00 669 $0.00

26 $55.00 106 $0.00 187 $85.00 267 $5.00 348 $13.00 428  $130.00 509 $3.50 589 $0.00 670 $0.00

27 $32.00 107 $0.00 188 $110.00 268  $24.00 349 $32.00 429 $13.00 510 $16.00 590 $65.00 671 $70.00

28 $180.00 108  $10.00 189 $65.00 269  $24.00 350 $11.00 430 $0.00 511 $0.00 591 $4.00 672 $5.50

29 $16.00 109 $0.00 190 $0.00 270  $11.00 351 $12.00 431 $0.00 512 $3.00 592  $24.00 673 $9.50

30 $7.00 110 $6.00 191 $0.00 271 $0.00 352  $3.50 432 $0.00 513 $0.00 593  $13.00 674 $0.00

31 $17.00 111 $0.00 192 $16.00 272 $8.50 353  $8.50 433 $0.00 514 $5.50 594 $0.00 675 $16.00

32 $22.00 112 $13.00 193  $16.00 273 $0.00 354  $8.50 434 $0.00 515 $0.00 595 $0.00 676 $6.50

33 $13.00 113 $95.00 194 $22.00 274 $3.50 355  $9.00 435 $0.00 516 $3.50 596 $0.00 677 $22.00

34 $20.00 114 $0.00 195 $5.00 275 $7.50 356  $9.00 436 $0.00 517 $3.50 597 $0.00 678 $9.50

35 $17.00 115 $8.50 196 $13.00 276 $6.50 357  $8.00 437 $8.50 518 $3.50 598 $0.00 679 $0.00

36 $0.00 116 $0.00 197 $8.50 277  $13.00 358  $0.00 438 $8.50 519 $26.00 599 $0.00 680 $0.00

37 $10.00 17 $7.00 198  $19.00 278 $0.00 359  $0.00 439 $5.00 520 $3.50 600 $0.00 681 $16.00

38 $0.00 118 $11.00 199  $80.00 279 $0.00 360 $26.00 440 $20.00 521 $0.00 601 $0.00 682 $0.00

39 $0.00 119 $7.00 200 $18.00 280 $0.00 361 $17.00 441 $0.00 522 $3.50 602 $8.50 683 $0.00

40 $0.00 120 $0.00 201 $16.00 281 $0.00 362  $0.00 442 $85.00 523 $0.00 603  $14.00 684 $0.00

41 $15.00 121 $11.00 202 $16.00 282 $0.00 363  $0.00 443 $3.00 524 $0.00 604 $0.00 685 $0.00

42 $5.50 122 $8.50 203 $32.00 283 $0.00 364  $0.00 444 $0.00 525 $8.00 605 $0.00 686 $22.00

43 $9.50 123 $4.00 204  $28.00 284 $0.00 365  $0.00 445 $20.00 526 $0.00 606 $22.00 687 $0.00

44 $11.00 124 $32.00 205 $16.00 285  $13.00 366  $0.00 446 $0.00 527 $3.00 607 $0.00 688 $3.50

45 $16.00 125 $0.00 206 $6.00 286 $0.00 367  $0.00 447 $13.00 528 $3.00 608  $22.00 689 $4.50

46 $7.50 126 $11.00 207 $13.00 287 $0.00 368  $4.50 448 $0.00 529 $0.00 609 $0.00 690 $0.00

47 $0.00 127 $7.50 208 $8.50 288  $13.00 369  $0.00 449 $5.50 530 $0.00 610 $12.00 691 $0.00

48 $0.00 128 $0.00 209 $11.00 289  $11.00 370 $22.00 450 $5.50 531 $36.00 611  $13.00 692 $28.00

49 $5.50 129 $0.00 210 $40.00 290 $0.00 371 $7.00 451 $0.00 532  $24.00 612 $7.00 693 $140.00

50 $22.00 130  $10.00 211 $140.00 291 $0.00 372 $6.50 452 $5.00 533 $4.00 613 $8.00 694 $9.50

51 $11.00 131 $0.00 212 $4.50 292 $11.00 373  $22.00 453 $11.00 534  $16.00 614  $36.00 695 $17.00

52 $55.00 132 $8.50 213 $5.00 293 $0.00 374 $0.00 454 $0.00 535 $13.00 615 $7.50 696 $22.00

53 $7.50 133 $5.50 214  $13.00 294 $0.00 375  $0.00 455 $11.00 536 $0.00 616  $11.00 697 $16.00

54 $26.00 134 $0.00 215 $7.00 295 $16.00 376 $5.50 456 $0.00 537 $0.00 617 $0.00 698 $0.00

55 $13.00 135  $17.00 216  $65.00 296 $0.00 377 $9.00 457 $22.00 538 $0.00 618 $0.00 699 $11.00

56 $16.00 136 $3.50 217  $19.00 297 $5.50 378 $11.00 458 $26.00 539 $0.00 619  $11.00 700 $0.00

57 $0.00 137 $0.00 218 $17.00 298 $0.00 379  $8.50 459 $4.00 540 $5.50 620 $0.00

58 $0.00 138 $0.00 219 $85.00 299 $0.00 380  $7.50 460 $5.00 541 $3.00 621 $9.00

59 $7.50 139 $4.50 220 $5.00 300 $0.00 381 $42.00 461 $55.00 542 $0.00 622 $0.00

60 $10.00 140 $0.00 221  $14.00 301 $0.00 382  $7.00 462 $13.00 543 $4.50 623 $0.00

61 $28.00 141 $7.50 222 $5.50 302 $0.00 383  $8.50 463 $46.00 544 $3.00 624 $0.00

62 $0.00 142 $26.00 223 $16.00 303 $5.50 384  $0.00 464 $0.00 545 $0.00 625 $0.00

63 $0.00 143 $22.00 224 $18.00 304 $0.00 385 $11.00 465 $22.00 546 $0.00 626 $3.00

64 $22.00 144 $4.00 225  $11.00 305 $8.00 386 $14.00 466 $13.00 547  $42.00 627 $0.00

65 $0.00 145 $0.00 226 $0.00 306 $0.00 387  $0.00 467 $26.00 548  $32.00 628  $19.00

66 $0.00 146 $0.00 227  $36.00 307  $13.00 388 $22.00 468  $140.00 549 $8.50 629 $110.00

67 $0.00 147 $3.50 228  $32.00 308 $18.00 389 $13.00 469 $28.00 550 $0.00 630 $0.00

68 $4.50 148 $0.00 229 $26.00 309 $4.50 390 $65.00 470 $0.00 551 $0.00 631 $0.00

69 $0.00 149 $0.00 230 $5.50 310 $0.00 391  $6.50 471 $22.00 552 $0.00 632 $0.00

70 $0.00 150  $70.00 231  $17.00 311 $0.00 392 $6.50 472 $0.00 553  $13.00 633 $0.00

71 $8.50 151 $5.50 232 $0.00 312 $0.00 393  $34.00 473 $0.00 554 $0.00 634 $0.00

72 $0.00 152 $0.00 233  $22.00 313 $44.00 394  $5.50 474 $0.00 555 $0.00 635 $22.00

73 $7.00 153 $0.00 234 $13.00 314 $0.00 395 $16.00 475 $11.00 556 $0.00 636 $0.00

74 $4.50 154 $7.50 235 $32.00 315 $6.00 396  $0.00 476 $4.00 557  $11.00 637 $0.00

75 $5.00 155 $0.00 236 $5.00 316  $10.00 397  $0.00 477 $42.00 558 $0.00 638  $22.00

76 $7.50 156 $0.00 237 $5.00 317 $0.00 398 $46.00 478 $0.00 559 $6.50 639  $22.00

7 $0.00 157 $0.00 238 $17.00 318  $11.00 399 $34.00 479 $0.00 560 $0.00 640 $14.00

78 $6.00 158 $0.00 239  $22.00 319  $19.00 400  $0.00 480 $4.50 561 $0.00 641  $22.00

159 $5.50 481 $8.50 642 $0.00



80

May 1999 La Posta

ADVERTISING IN LA POSTA

La Posta publishes two types of Ads: Display & Auction/Net Price. Details for placing each are as
follows:

DISPLAY ADS - May be run on a contract basis for one, three or six insertions. Ad contents may be
changed at any time, provided proper notice is given. Contract rates for ads of varying sizes are as

follows:

Ad Size One Issue Three Issues Six Issues
1/8-page $13.00 $29.90 $54.60
1/4-page $30.00 $69.00 $126.00
1/2-page $55.00 $126.50 $231.00

1-page $100.00 $230.00 $420.00

These charges include Type setting & Layout

AUCTION/NET PRICE ADS:

The charge for placing a 1/2-page ad is $45.00; 1 -page $90.00; 2-pages $170.00
These prices are for prepaid carnera ready copy. Add $15 typing charge is for 1/2-page auctions, $35
for 1-page auctions; and auctions over 1-page must be carnera ready, transmitted via E-mail or
provided on computer disc.

Ad Deadlines are asfollows: Dec/Jan issue - Nov 20; Feb/Mar issue - Jan 20; Apr/May
issue- Mar 20; Jun/Jul issue- May 20; Aug/Sep issue - July 20; Oct/Nov issue - Sep 20.

La Posta, 33470 Chinook Plaza, Suite 216, Scappoose, OR 97056

P.O. Box 1615, Copmanhurst, NSW 2460 Australia
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AUCTIONS DISPLAY ADS
RALPH GRUMKE - 18 DAN EVANS - 74

JIM FORTE - 71
DISPLAY ADS JEROME'S EXPRESS COMPANY - 71
ARIZONA-NEW MEXICO P. H. SOC. - 72 KIRK'S - 72
AUSDENMOORE-McFARLANE - 74 KISTAL KARE - 21
AUSTIN STAMP & COIN - 72 L POSTA BACKNUMBERS -53
COLORADO P. HIST. SOCIETY - 70 JAMES E. LEE - 28 & 73
CONNECTICUT P. HIST. SOCIETY - 43 JIM MILLER - 74
BRUCE COREY - 72 JAMES H. PATTERSON - 73
JANE DALLISON - 71 SCHMITT INVESTORS LTD. - 71
H.J.W. DAUGHERTY - 74 STEVE SIMS - 71
THE DOLLAR COVER COMPANY - 74 DON TOCHER - 73

MIKE ELLINGSON - 72 JOHN WHITE - 74
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