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PUBLISHER'S PAGE 
The Next Phase 

La Posta continues to evolve. I would like to inform 
our readers of several changes which are about to oc
curred, and will to some extent effect the way things 
operale here. Before describing these changes, I hasten 
to add that none of them should in any way diminish the 
content or quality of our journal, the publication of our 
other titles, or the conduct of Subscribers' Auctions in 
the future. In fact, it is my firm belief that the forthcoming 
changes should improve our services to you -- our faith
ful readers, and extend our presence throughout the 
broader postal history community. 

Change l: Our mailing address will change immedi
ately from P.O. Box 135, Lake Oswego, OR 97034 to 
33470 Chinook Plaza, #216, Scappoose, OR 97056. 

Change 2: James E. Lee of Wheeling, Illinois, has 
acquired exclusive distribution rights to all existing and 
future books produced by La Posta Publications. Jim is 
a widely respected dealer specializing in philatelic litera
ture, and this new arrangement should go far toward 
increasing the availability of our various publications to 
both our readers and the broader philatelic public. For 
more details, please see the announcement on page 4. 

Change 3: John Van Alstyne of Sacramento, Cali
fornia, will be the sole distributor of back numbers of La 
Posta: A Journal of American Postal History. All ex
isting back numbers, including the reprints of Volumes 
3 through 7 have been moved to Sacramento. John and 
his wife, Sherri, will reotganize the stock and fill orders 
for individual numbers and runs of La Posta. Please see 
the detailed announcement on page 4. 

. 
Change 4: La Posta Publications has a new, ex

panded website located at www.la-posta. com. Among 
other features, the site has a complete listing of Sub
scriber's Auction No. 61 with on line illustrations of 
dozens of the better items in the sale and a complete 
listing of items in several of the large lots. We anticipate 
expanding the features available on our site, and urge all 
readers with internet access to check us out from time to 
time. Since the site is a registered domain, Cathy & I will 
be using it as our primary email address from now on. 
To send me an email message, address it to helbock@la
posta. com. To address a message to Cathy use Cath@la
posta.com. 

Change 5: The telephone number we having been 
using since April- 503/543-2606 -will not be valid after 
October !51

, 1998. Cathy and I will be relocating again 

this autumn, and do not yet have a new telephone number 
lined up. The fastest way to learn our new telephone 
number after October I st will be to consult the new La 
Posta website www.la-posta.com. I will upload the new 
number to the site just as soon as we have one. 

Change 6: As many of you may have already heard, 
Cathy and I will be returning to Australia in October. Th1s 
time we will spend about six months in the Byron Bay
Northern Rivers region of New South Wales, and per
haps three additional months in the Whitsunday area of 
Queensland. 

It's a little hard to pin down exactly the reasons for 
our fascination with the land down under. Certainly it has 
a lot to do with the slower pace of life we enjoyed last 
winter, but that's only part of the attraction. Obviously, 
the abundant wildlife, the warm sunny climate, the spec
tacular scenery and the friendly folks we met, have 
influenced our decision to return. For all of these, and 
probably other reasons, we have decided that we want to 
spend a bit more time exploring and getting to know the 
Southern Continent. 

We have taken every precaution we can think of to 
insure that La Posta and related activities will continue 
to function normally and on time while we are overseas. 
The major problem last year was not anticipating the 
delays of the mail system, and I think we have made 
proper allowances this time. With Jim Lee handling our 
book distribution and John Van Alstyne in charge ofback 
numbers, we should be in good shape on those two fronts. 
We will continue to conduct Subscribers' Auctions and 
persons interested in making consignments should send 
their material to our new address: 334 70 Chinook Plaza, 
#216, Scappoose, OR 97056. 

Michael Dattolico leads off this issue of our journal 
with an important article discussing the postal history of 
the Boxer Rebellion of 1900. With the help of AI Kugel, 
Mike illustrates some marvelous postal history material, 
and provides heretofore unreported details of the United 
States postal operations supporting American and Allied 
forces in the conflict. 

Daniel Meschter is back on our pages once again. 
With this number he continues the first transrnountain 
contract mail series through to the opening of the Pacific 
Railway. His purpose in starting this series originally was 
to sort out the complexities of the overland mail contracts 
during the Mormon War and to examine the all too 
prevalent misinformation surrounding them as well as to 
describe the routes both east and west of Salt Lake City. 
Putting the last half decade of the 1850's into its latger 
context, of course, suggested going back to the beginning 
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of transmountain mail service in 1850 and bringing it 
down to the beginning of the Civil War. Having gone that 
far, completing the series to the replacement of stage
coaches by the rnilway post office service in May 1869 
now appears logical and desirable. That is what the 
chapters beginning with Part VIII are intended to do, 
although these final years were by no means near as 
exciting as the previous ten years of transcontinental mail 
operation were. 

Tom Clarke provides us with some assorted notes 
concerning Pennsylvania postal history including a very 
interesting bit on the makeup and geographic interest of 
the Pennsylvania Postal History Society. Randy Stehle 
and Doug DeRoest return to our September issue with 
the latest installment in their long-running series on 
Non-standard Postmarks and Cancellations. Mike El
lisgson brings us the latest in his series in the territorial 
postmarks ofNorth Dakota, and Rod Crossley updates 

. some earlier work on domestic milittary bases in WWII. 
Richard "Bill" Helbock 

Conrad Buslr Pub/is/res New Confeder
ate States Cancel Study 

General Conrad L.Bush, C.S.A., has recently publish
ed Straightline, Fancy & Unusual Cancels & Hand
stamps on Confederate General Issue Stamps. The 90 
page hardbound book is printed on heavy, glossy stock 
which shows off the many photo illustrations to best 
advantage. Most of the examples appear on cover and are 
interspersed with descriptive text and some maps. This 
is an attractive volume, and sure to be a popular addition 
to the library of postal historians with an interest in the 
Civil War and the Confederacy. Details on how to order 
this publication appear elsewhere in this issue of La 
Posta in General Bush's display advertisement. 

JAMES E. LEE TO BE EXCLUSIVE 
DISTRIBUTOR OF LA POSTA PUBLI
CATIONS 

James E. Lee, P .0. Drawer 250, Wheeling, IL 
60090-0250, has acquired exclusive distribution rights to 
all existing and future titles published by La Posta Pub
lications. Richard Helbock and James Lee have agreed 
that the existing stock of La Posta books and mono
graphs, which includes some 24 different titles, will be 
transferred to Lee's Illinois facility. All future orders for 
such popular titles as UNITED STATES DOANES, the 
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF R.F.D. CANCELS, and A 
PRICE GUIDE TO U.S. A.P.O. CANCELS OF THE 
SECOND WORLD WAR should be placed through 
James Lee. 

The first two volumes of UNITED STATES POST 
OFFICES-The West and The Great Plains -will only 
be available through James Lee for retail or wholesale 
purchase. Anyone who ordered these books through the 
La Posta pre-publication offer or advertisements in the 
July issue will receive their copies on schedule. 

This move is seen by Helbock as a way to make La 
Posta books and monographs more readily available to 
postal historians and to broaden exposure to the work of 
La Posta's authors through Lee's greater experience in 
marketing throughout the philatelic world. James Lee 
publishes a quarterly newsletter titled James E. Lee's 
Philately, and frequent catalogues listing the wide vari
ety of available titles in philately and postal history in his 
current stock. In addition, Lee is a frequent participant 
at major stamp shows across the country. 

Publication of the La Posta Pocket Guide Series of 
state checklists and inventories has been discontinued. 
The information in this series is being superceded by 
publication of the UNITED STATES POST OFFICE 
series, and during the past few years titles in the pocket 
guide series were only published "on request", so no 
stock of existing titles is available. 

La Posta Publications will continue to sell state post 
office data bases on computer disk. Persons interested in 
these, and other La Posta data bases including United 
States Doanes and Prices Realized in Subscriber's Auc
tions, should consult the "Data Base" pages of La 
Posta's new website www.la-posta.com. 

JOHNVANALSTYNEASSUMESDIS
TRIBUTORSHIP OF LA POSTA BACK 
NUMBERS 

John Van Alstyne,1787 Tribute Rd., Suite J, Sac
ramento, CA 95815 has agreed to become the exclusive 
distributor of all back issues of La Posta: A Journal of 
American Postal H"lstory. The existing stock, which 
includes most numbers issued over the past decade, 
reprints of most of the first seven volumes and a quite a 
few individual numbers from volumes 8 through 18 is 
now housed in John's Sacramento warehouse. The con
tents of La Posta back numbers have been indexed by 
Daniel Y. Meschter, and this index is available on the 
new La Posta website at www. Ia-posta. com. Persons 
interested in purchasing specific issues or runs of back 
numbers should contact John and his wife Sherri at the 
above address, by phone at 800-297-3929, or by email at 
sherjohn@Yo.ftcom.net. 

In addition to La Posta back numbers, John and Sherri 
have purchased wholesale quantities of many of our titles 
over the years, and probably have the best supply avail
able of state checklists in the La Posta Pocket Guide 
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Series. The La Posta management is grateful to the Van 
Alstynes for agreeing to continue to make La Posta back 
numbers available to the public. Recent changes in life
style have made it impossible for Cathy Clark and Rich
ard Helbock to continue the service, and this gracious 
offer by John and Sherri is certain to benefit the larger 
postal history community. 

NEW JERSEY COVER AUCTION 

The New Jersey Postal History Society announces its 
annual Auction ofNew Jersey Covers and Postal History 
materials, to be held this year at the Clifton 1998 Fall 
Stamp show, Clifton Community Recreation Center, 
1232 Main Avenue@ Washington Avenue, Clifton, NJ 
on the weekend of October 24-25, 1998. 

This sale will consist of well over 200 lots of New 
Jersey covers including stamp less, classics, foreign rates, 
town cancels and featuringmaterial from an award win
ning exhibit of Schaalenburgh Township (central Brgen 
County) being offered by the estate of a deceased mem
ber. Much of this material has been off the market in 
excess of 20 years, and will provide a uniqueopportunity 
to obtain material from this part of the state. 

Copies of the auction catalog will be available in early 
September, and for those not already onthe NJPH mail
ing list, can be obtained at no cost with a request to the 
New Jersey Postal History Society, 144 Hamilton Ave, 
Clifton, NJ 070 11. 

POSTAL HISTORIANS ON LINE 

The following individuals have expressed an interest 
in corresponding with other collectors via e-mail. Names 
are followed by specific interest (where known) and 
complete e-mail address. If you would like to join this 
list in future issues of La Posta, send us a note via e-mail 
at helbock@la-posta.com 

Paul G. Abajlan (Vermont postal history] 
-PABAJIAN~vbi.champlain.edu 

Murray Abramson (4 Bureaus & ainnai1 to 
foreign destinations]- abnunOOl@mc.duke.edu 

Charlie Adrlon [Flag Cancels] - adrionc@mail.idtnet 
Carl W. Albreebt [Certified Mail/Postal Fonns & Labels] 

- calbrech@infmet.com 
Gary Andenon [US Doanes & ND postal history] 

- garyndak@ix.netcom.com 
AA Armstrong, Jr. (Western Nebmslca & S.D. butcher PPCs] 

- dra@prmieweb.com 
Roland Ausdn [Liberty Series & Modem p.b.] 

-raustinl3@aol.com 

POSTAL HISTORIANS ON LINE 

Harold Babb (Southern States postal hislllry] 
- bobbxOl @netside com 

Mlebael A BaD [AlaslcaArctic &AnWI;tic incl. military) 
- BoUAgency@aol.com 

Jobn R BarwiJ- j.h.bolwis@siep.sbeU.com 
Jobn E. Beane, MD (West Virginia postal history) 

- JBEANE@prodigy .net 
Henry Belz [Fmnldin Co., PA & Cumberland Valley RR] 

- hbetz@epix.net 
Robert BeziUa - bezillaR@eworld.com 
Tim Boardman [Washington PH, photos, books & maps) 

- Simcoe@gconn.com 
Joe Bock (Ainnaii/US Tnmsports)-,jorobock@sedona.net 
Caj Brejtfus [1851-61 Jc & Machine cancels] 

- brejtfus@earthlink.com 
Deane Briggs, MD [Flo_P,da Postal History) - drb@gte.net 
RogerS. Brody [US 2• Bureau issue)- RSBCO@aol.com 
Raymond Buse [Cincinnati & Clermont Co., OH p.h.) 

- stamppst@aol.com 
Conrad L Bush (Confedemte Fancy & Unusuul Cancels] 

- bearclan@brandons.net 
James W. Busse [San Diego Co.p.h.) - funb 1997@aol.com 
Gary Carbon [Ohio RPOs & machine cancels] 

- gcarbon@ee.net 
PbiUp Chan [ ainnai1 postal history) - pchan@cs.comeU.edu 
Bob Chow [Colomdo)- bebow@notesmail.fmr.com 
Douglas Clark (Railway Mail] - dnc@alpba.math.uga.edu 
Tom Clarke (Philadelphia p.b.) - ocl-tom@ix.netcom.com 
Giles Cokelet [Montana p.h.) 

- cokelet@micro. biophysics.rocbester.edu 
Joe R Crosby (Oklahoma & Indian Territory p.h.) 

- JCrosbyci@aol.com 
E. Rod Crossley [CA RPOs & Ventuno Co.] 

- n:rossley@worldnetatt.net 
Tony L Crumbley [NC & Confederate postal history] 

- crumbley@ebarlotte.infi.net 
Richard Curtin - curdn@inreach.com 
AUison W. Cusick [Ohio & WV p.b.; Doanes & Non-standanls] 

-awcusick@aol.com 
Mall Dakin [Mississippi Postal History I 

- patdakin@mindspring.com 
Mike DallaUco [La Posta Associate Editor] 

- mldattol @freenet.columbus.oh.us 
John L DuBois-jld@thlogic.com 
Steve Edmundson [Tennessee postal histocy] 

- TENACSTEVE@aol.com 
Craig Eggleston [US Possessions) - cae@ainnail.net 
Stephen W. Ekstrom [US Tmnsports & Connecticut p.h.) 

- SWEKSTROM@aol.com 
Mike EUingson [North Dakota p.h.]- mikeellingson@iuno.com 
Ray Erickson [Registration Label Mail)-vikel@ix.netcom.com 
Glenn A Estus (Essex Co., NY & Stampless mtes) 

- geslus@nylink.org 
Louis Fiset [WWII civilian intennnent ph] 

- fJSet@u.wasbington.edu 
Jane King Fobn- Jkfobnl442@aol.com 
Jim Forte [Dealer]-jimforte@postalhisto .com 

& Website http://postalhistory.com 
Myron Fox (US & German censorship & WWI & WWII) 

- MyronFoxl@aol.com 
Gene Fricks [Litemture, TN & NJPH] 

- ernest.fricks@swec.com 
Don Garrett [Mississippi)- Dooompix@aol.com 

5 
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POSTAL HISTORIANS ON LINE 

John Germann [Texas postal history & ship covers] 
-jghist@neosoft.com 

Jerry Gorman [Rhode Island PH] - barbarag@worldnet.att.net 
John Grabowski [Prexy postal history]-MINNJOHN@aol.com 
Ken Grant- grant@uwcmail.uwc.edu 
Thomas E. Greene [Rhode Island PH] - TGBG@ool.com 
John Grosse- jolmgrosse@compuserve.com 
Ted Grober [Nevada]- TedGruber@aol.com 
Alex Gundel [Mail to Foreign Destinations] 

- AlexBnder.Gundel@dlr.de 
Michael Gutman [Mass ph & 19th cent,. Precancels] 

- Mikeg94@ool.com 
Larry HaUer [Handstamped Flags]- LJHaller@aol.com 
Art Hadley [Indiana postal history]- ahadley@hsonline.net 
Lou Hannen [Classic Railway & Waterways] 

-loucanoe@lrddoor.com 
John T. Hardy, Jr.- jobn_bardy@email.msn.com 
Ron Hannon [Florida PH] - rrlum@hotmail.com 
NeU Hawk [Doane cancels]- NEILJNSPH@aol.com 
Bill Hebner [Nevada] - bill5168@worldnet.att.net 
Monte Hensley [Mexico pre1868 & Revolution] 

- MHENSLEY@IBMNET 
Terence Hines [Hanover, NH & #E12-21 on cover] 

- thines@fsmail.pace.edu 
Joe Hom- bom@mail.utexas.edu 
John Hotchner- JMHStamp@ix.netcom.com 
Stefan T. Jaronsld- mycotech@buttenet.com 
Cary E. Johnson [Michigan p.h.; Railway, Waterway 

& Streetcars]- cejohn@umich.edu 
Jhn Johnson [Dealer - Postal History USA] 

- phiusa@netpath.net 
PhU Kay [Hawaiian postal history] - pilau@aloha.net 
Kelvin Kindahl [New England p.h.; postmarks] 

- aandk@javanet.com 
C.Randy Kimes [US Naval covers]- pmarche@ips.net 
Jhn Klinger [Colorado ph & Navel covers]- IXIS@aol.com 
Van Koppenmith [Alabama & Mississippi p.h.] 

- cleave3@aol.com 
Jhn Kotanchik [Franklin Co., MA & PO Seals] 

- jkotanchik@aol.com 
Rick Kunz [RPO, AGT, RR postmarks] 

- dwnz@eskimo.com & www.eskimo.com/-rkunz/ 
Gary Laing [Viiginia p.h.] -laing@naxs.com 
EHot A. Landau- LAND1942@aol.com 
Peter B. Lonon [Northern Idaho]- plarson@wsu.edu 
Ken Lawrence- apsken@ool.com 
Wes Leatberock- wes.leatherock@webcitement.com 
James E. Lee [Philatelic Litenlture Desler] 

- philately2@earthlink.net & wwwjameslee.com 
MlngKung Jason Uu [China/US combinations & crash covers] 

-mliu@DataPathSystems.Com 

Mike Ludeman [Texas p.h.] - mml@computek.net 
also www.computek.netlpubliclnunlltx_philately.html 

Max Lynds [Aroostock Co., Maine p.h.]- max@ainop.com 
Peter Martin- pmartin@amos]Xess.com 
Doug Marty - [Dealer Postal History, Ephemera, Postcards] 

- dmarty@wyoming.com 
Bernard Mayer [Oklahoma] -- BemieM385@aol.com 
David McCord - damac@halcyon.com 
Chuck & Jan McFarlane [Ausdenmoore-McFarlane Stamps] 

- Mcmichigan@ool.com 

POSTAL HISTORIANS ON LINE 

Michael J, McMorrow [Vermont photocards & POW cards of 
WWI & WWU]- SFA@SOVER.NET 

Jim Mehrer- meluer@postal-history.com 
& website http://www.postal-hisrory.com 

Mark Metkin [Idaho postal history]- metkin@mindspring.com 
Jim Miller [Dealer]- jmiller@cariboo.bc.ca 
Bob Munshower - beanntl9@mail.idtnet 
Jim Noll -- jenca@pacbcll.net 
Martin Nicholson -- Martin@crozet.demon.co.uk 
Kevin O'Reilly [NWT, Yukon & Labrador, US APOs in 

Canada]- xcarc@ssimicro.com 
James Orcutt [Washington]- jorcutt@u. washington.edn 
Dennis Pack [Utah ph & Branch offices] 

- dpack@VAX2.Winona.MSUS.EDU 
John Pahn [Merced & Mariposa Co., CA]- jwpalm@elite.net 
Bob Patldn [Machine cancels]- bpat@sbore.net 
James Pattenon -patterson@azbar.org 
EustoHo G. Perez [Dealer/Collector Mexico to US covers] 

-BVKZ77A@Prodigy.com 
Bill Pletke [Prexie postal history] - pletkeb@tyreH.net 
Walt Potts [Monona Co., Jowa]-Pottsplit@ool.com 
Ada M Prill [Delarare Co., NY] -- ada@math.rochester.edu 
Henry Pritchard [New England p.h. & early machine cancels] 

-- 3ccovers@javanet.com & www.javanetcom/-3ccovers/ 
Norm Ritchie [CO, UT,AZ & NM postal history] 

- mnp@ctos.com 
Roger Rhoads [UX I & UX3 cancels & PH] 

- mboads@aol.com 
Harold Richow [WWU Alaska, US in Canada &Philippines] 

-- barr@pe.net 
Steve Roth - smroth@wizard.net 
Art Rupert [Rural Branches & Stations] 

- aerupert@bentonrea.com 
Roger Rydberg [Colorado postal history] 

- Rrydb53472@aol.com 
Bill Somis [US Express Company labels]-cdsl3@cornell.edu 
Bill Sandrik [Postal History dealer]- sandrik.philat@zzapp.org 
Ken Schoohneester [NC Iii & Worldwide meters] 

- Kenscbool@ool.com 
Roger G. Schnell [Mok Hill prel870; US ph to fgn. dest. 

1934-54]-- rkschloss@pstcomputers.com 
Niles Schuh [Florida postal history] - niless@cfcs.org 
Dennis W. Schmidt [Texas p.h. & US Officials] 

- Dews@neto.com 
Joseph Sedivy - JNJSED717@oolcom 
Mike Senta [Alaska postal history] - mspc@alaska.net 
Uoyd W. Shaw [Utah p.h. & general postal stationery] 

- L WStamp@aol.com 
Terry Shaw [Alaska]- cgsarchxx@aol.com 
Brad Sheff [Dealer]-- bsheff@nfld.tds.net 
Wesley Shellen [Montana p.h. & Machine cancels] 

- WesNDeb@aol.com 
Russell V. Skavaril- skavaril.l@osu.edu 
Rich Small [Machine cancels]- rsmall9293@aol.com 

& www.memben;.aol.com/rsmall9293/index.htm 
Chet Smith [US branches & stations] - cms@psu.edu 
Keith Spencer [Alberta & western Canada] 

- krs2@maildrop.srv.ualberta.ca 
Duane Spidle - dspidle@concentric.net 
Anita Sprankle - S]X8Ilkle@kutztown.edu 

Continued on page 8 
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"Doane Fence Me In!" 
by Robert G. Munshower 

RETURN IN 111J I:IAV• TO 

INOIANA STEEL- COMPANY 
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:4c~ ~ p-f: 

-~ 
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We all know the drill, right? "Doane cancels-- technically a duplex postmark and bar cancellation 
--were applied by small post offices ... " (1., p.1.) and" Finally, because Doane cancels were typically 
assigned to only the smallest post offices ... " (1.,p.1) we tend to think (and collect) along the lines that Doane 
cancels represent the visible remains of the smallest, or at least smaller post offices in existence just after 
the turn of the century. Yet, as one studies the growing canon of literature devoted to the history of these 
devices and their uses, one gets a picture that just as many were issued to post offices undergoing name 
changes or establishment as were those issued to the small, fourth class post offices. 

Gary, Indiana provides us with an example of a scarce Doane marking that flies in the face of the 
assumptions held by many collectors as to what a post office used a Doane cancel was, or, ought to have 
been. Established on June 9, 1906, the Gary, Indiana post office met all the requirements needed for a 
Doane device to be issued. It was a new office and had no predecessor, hence their had been been no prior 
receipts on which to base either compensation or numerical class of business on. Not only was it a new post 
office, it was a newly emerging city as well. Founded as a site for the mills of both the Illinois and the Indiana 
Steel Companies (U.S. Steel Inc.), Gary, Indiana eventually became the site of one of the largest industrial 
areas in the United States. In fact, Gary, Indiana was to be " Gary, the Steel City, became known as the 
largest city in the country to have been born in the 20th century ... " (2., p. 154). 

As far as is known, this is both the earliest and latest known use of a Gary, Indiana Type 3 Doane 
cancel. The date, October 30, coincides exactly with the time the Post Office Department ceased issuing 
the devices. Given the parameters of of how Gary, Indiana came into being, one would expect to find this 
marking on either covers, real photo postcards, or greetings post cards of one type or another. since Gary, 
Indiana did not, in reality, exist prior to the establishment of the post office, this marking would not be found 
on Gary, Indiana scenic postcards.or viewcards. 
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By 1912, all was right with both God and the Post Office Department! Gary, Indiana had its duplex 

device(s). 

Bibliography 
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POSTAL HISTORIANS ON LINE 

Cbet SpriDide -73114,.2115@compuserve.com 
Kea Stach [South Dakota PH]- KSTACH@WPO.HCC.COM 
Roady Stehle - RSTEHLE@ix.netcom.com 
Corl Stieg [Dist. Of Columbia to 191 OJ- carl_phil@webtv.net 
Greg Stoae - grego8331 O@aol.com 
Greg Sulherlaad- Gregfn:e@aol.com 
Bob Swusoa [WWJ Domestic p.h.)- rds@swansongrp.com 

&. www.swansonsrp.com/posthist.html 
Gerry Teaaey- gtenney@Hateway.net 
Ed Thomas [New England town cancels)- Edthomas@fsc.edu 
Doa Tocher [19th Century US) - dontoch@ix.netcom.com 

&. www.postalnet.com/portfolios 
Bob Trachlmowia [TOB markings)- track@ma.ultranet.com 

POSTAL HISTORIANS ON LINE 

RoD Trosclair [Louisiana postal history] 
- rtrosclair@prodigy .net 

Dirk van Gelderea [Alaska postal histoi)') - c.esveid@tip.nl 
George P. Wagner [US 2nd Bureau. Wash-Franklins &. Ptexies] 

- Gpwwauk@aoi.com 
Lauck Walton [Meagher Co, MT &. Shenandoah Co, VA] 

- jwaiton@shentei.net 
Roa Wankel [Nebraska&. WWII APOs on #UC9) 

- rwankei@aol.com 
Roa Ward [Maryland PH)- ANOPH@prodigy.net 
JobD White [Yamhill Co., OR p.h.; BNA &. Trans-Atlantic 

ship mail] - jwhite@orednet.org 
Mike Wiedemann [Florida p.h. &. Cutley Adv<rising) 

- ursula@digitai.net 
Chuck Y auak - chuck@e-tex.com 
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NORTH CHINA 

RAil- tiiUIIUHII 

ROAD 

Figure 1. Map showing the combat operations area between the Chinese coast and Peking. Taku was the landing point at 
which troops came ashore. The railroad figured prominently in the fighting between Boxer rebels and Allied troops in the 
summer of 1900. 

America's Military Postal Stations -The China Relief 
Expedition 1900 - 1901 

By Michael Dattolico 

By early 1900, northern China had degenerated into a 
state of near-anarchy. One cause of the unrest was the 
weather extremes that buffeted the region during the 
1890s, limiting food production. The Yellow River had 
flooded its banks, washing out hundreds of villages, and 
two successive harvests failed, causing wide-spread fam
ine. A plague of locusts caused additional misery to the 
area. But May, 1900, was a hot, dry month, and as 
weather calamities alternated between flood and 
drought, the Chinese struggled to survive. 

Foreign intrusions into China's social and economic 
life also caused resentments to boil over that spring. One 
particular source of anger was the opening of the Peking
Tientsin railroad, along with construction of the Peking
to-Hankow spur, which threw thousands of Chinese 
boatmen out of work. 

But perhaps the greatest source of rage was directed 
towards foreign missionaries working to convert the 
Chinese from Confucian beliefs to Christianity. The 
behavior of some priests and ministers ranged from 
well-meaning sincerity to outright zealotry. 

Among the Chinese, the list of abuses committed by 
the missionaries was long and bitter. One grievance 
which especially angered the Chinese was the mission
aries' ridicule of ancester worship. Allegations that some 
missionaries charged into temples during traditional re
ligious ceremonies to denounce the worshippers for bow
ing to idols fueled Chinese ire. Another grudge against 
the missionaries' was their interference into Chinese 
court proceedings when Christian converts were on trial. 
By the spring of 1900, the Chinese people seethed with 
anger over these and other interruptions into Chinese life. 

The catalyst which fueled the unrest was a secret 
group known as the Fists of Righteous Harmony. With 
clenched fists pressed against their chests in a seemingly 
fighting pose, they resembled "boxers" to the Europeans 
and were so named. Some historians have characterized 
them as an over-zealous patriotic group, while others 
have depicted the Boxers as a religious cult. But regard
less of their political or religious convictions, the Boxers 
expressed their anti-western sentiments through vio
lence. 

The Boxers had an uncanny understanding of the 
people's emotions. They capitalized upon Chinese frus
trations by persuasively saying that it was the Westerners 
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who had angered Chinese gods. They maintained that the 
intruders had provoked the spirits, who were punishing 
the Chinese with droughts, floods, disease and famine. 
Only through the expulsion of the Westerners, stated the 
Boxers, would they appease their gods and stop their 
punishments. Their message was a popular one, and 
many Chinese wholeheartedly embraced it. 

Unhampered by restraints, the Boxers backed up their 
words with actions. They began assaulting non-Chinese 
individuals and prominent Christian converts with impu
nity, even as regular Chinese troops sometimes idly stood 
by. The Dowager Empress, observing the Boxers' ag
gression against the seemingly impotent foreigners, in
itially took no action against them. In fact, her inaction 
was seen by many as tacit approval of the Boxers' 
violence. Thus, unrestrained by the Empress and sensing 
the approval of the masses, the Boxers felt emboldened 
to commit their most ambitious act of violence: the siege 
ofthe American and European embassies and the mur
ders of all who resided therein. 

Alarmed by the growing threat, E. H. Conger, the U.S. 
representative at Peking, cabled the State Department 
about the growing danger on May 18, 1900. European 
ministers made similar requests. As the scorching sum
mer of 1900 began, the foreign embassies at Peking could 
only hope for salvation before they were overwhelmed 
by the fanatical Boxers. 

Washington responded quickly. The US.S. NEW
ARK, already at Nagasaki, Japan, steamed to the Chinese 
coast near the portofTaku on May 27th. The cruiser was 
soon joined by the US.S. NASHVILLE and the gunboat 
US.S. MONOCACY. On May 29th, marines and sailors 
from the NEW ARK commanded by Captain John T. 
Myers were towed on barges up the Pei-Ho River to 
Tientsen. They were greeted by the much-relieved U.S. 
consul, J.W. Ragsdale. Myers and 5 other officers, one 
of whom was navy surgeon T.M. Lippitt, plus 54 marines 
and sailors moved north to Peking. They were accompa
nied by 337 troops from eight other nations. 

At Tientsin, they boarded a train for Peking. The 
Chinese engineer, a Boxer sympathizer, refused to coop
erate. Myers pushed him out of the way and put Marine 
Pvt. William C. Horton, a former railroader, at the con
trols. With two other marines stoking coal for the 83-mile 
trip to Peking, they arrived in three hours. Upon arrival, 
the troops established a defensive position around the 
legations and awaited reinforcements. But on June 6, the 
Boxers effectively cut the Peking-Tientsin railway. The 
small relief force was stranded with the legation diplo
mats. By the end of June, the fate of Americans and 
Europeans at Peking seemed grimmer than ever. 

But aid for the besieged Americans was coming. On 
June 14, the War Department instructed General Arthur 
McArthur, commander of army forces in the Philippines, 

to send an infantry regiment to China without delay to 
become part of a multi -national force being formed to lift 
the siege at Peking. McArthur ordered the 9th U.S. 
Infantry Regiment, regarded as his best infantry unit, to 
China on June 16. It landed at Taku on July 6, and began 
moving inland. On July 11th, two battalions of the 9th 
Infantry and soldiers from other countries, reached 
Tientsin. (Fia=ure 1). July 13th was a day of savage 
fighting between Boxer rebels and the allied contingent 
at Tientsin. The 9th Infantry was in the thick of it and 
took heavy casualties, including its commander, Colonel 
Emerson Liscum, who was killed. Allied forces took the 
city the next day. 

The night of July 13/14 was also a hot time for fighting 
at Peking. Captain John Myers ordered marines com
manded by Capt. Newt Hall to secure the Methodist 
mission three-quarters of a mile from the legations. Hall 
needed time to strengthen his defenses. Private Dan 
Daly, a wiry marine private from New York City, volun
teered to keep the Boxers at bay throughout the night so 
that Hall could position his men for the coming attack. 
Acting alone and armed only with bullets and bayonet 
that night, Daly single-handedly held back the rebels. 
The next morning, Hall and marine veterans were awed 
by the sight ofDaly sitting calmly at his post, surrounded 
by a circle of Boxer dead. Hall thanked Daly for his 
night's work, but the laconic private supposedly fell 
asleep while Hall praised him. The small multi-national 
force at Peking held, and Daly's action was the beginning 
of a Marine Corps legend. 

The United States dispatched an impressive array of 
American firepower to China to back up the marines and 
the 9th Infantry. Four batteries of the 3rd U.S. Artillery, 
light battery "F" of the 5th U.S. Artillery, and two battal
ions of the 14th U.S. Infantry departed from Manila on 
July 15. They arrived at China on July 26, along with 
hospital corpsmen, engineers and signal corpsmen. Ar
riving on July 29 was General Adna R. Chafee, the 
designated commander of U.S. troops in China. Chafee 
and 8 troops of the 6th U.S. Cavalry arrived at Taku 
aboard the S.S. GRANF. 

Army insiders were not surprised at Chafee's cavalry 
choice. The pugnatious Ohioan had joined the 6th U.S. 
Cavalry as an enlisted man during the Civil War, and 
served as an officer in the regiment throughout its Indian
fighting years in the American Southwest. Those ac
quainted with Chafee knew of his great affection for the 
6th U.S. Cavalry. With him were some of his best field 
commanders, especially Colonel Eli Huggins, a much
respected soldier who had been awarded the Medal of 
Honor for his actions against the Sioux Indians in 1880. 

Fighting in China continued throughout July and Au
gust, but the infusion of fresh American troops made the 
difference. In early August, Light Battery "F" of the 5th 
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Figure 2. Henry 
Robinson, Railway 
Mail Service chief 
clerk, who served 
as superintendent 
ofU.S. military 
postal stations 
during the China 
Relief Expedition. 

U.S. Artillery, the 9th & 14th U.S. Infantry, and U.S. 
Marines fought their way to Peking. American, British, 
Japanese and Russian soldiers entered Peking at 5:00PM 
on August 14, 1900, linking up with forces already there, 
and the siege was over. Combat operations continued in 
northern China area throughout September. But by then, 
most of the fighting had ended, and a period of occupa
tion by U.S. and allied troops began. 

U.S. Post Office directives issued on August 2 and 6, 

company him. An example is Granville M. Hunt, who 
bad handled money orders in Puerto Rico under Robin
son. He agreed to perform the same function in China. 
The rest of the clerks were competent, eager volunteers. 

Supplied with cancelers, stamps, postal stationery, 
registry material and money order forms, the American 
postal contingent arrived at Nagasaki, Japan, on Septem
ber 8, 1900. Robinson had first planned to operate U.S. 
postal operations from Japan. But with fighting in north
em China nearly over, he and his staff moved to Tientsin. 

For years, postal historians have debated whether 
Robinson's first day of postal operations at Tientsin was 
September 18 or September 20, Thanks to AI Kugel, this 
mystery can be put to rest. 

Kugel recently identified a Japanese postal stationery 
piece dated September 19, 1900, which was sent from an 
American doctor at Tientsin. On the card the doctor 
stated, " .... The U.S. post office opened here yesterday .... " 
Thus, Robinson's postal station at Tientsin opened on 
September 18, 1900, not the 20th as many collectors 
think. Military post offices opened at Peking and Taku 
soon after. 

1900, orderedmilitarypostal r----------------------------
stations to be set up for U.S. 
troops in China. The postal 
arrangements were similar to 
those established in Cuba, 
Puerto Rico and the Philip
pines in 1898. San Francisco 
was to be the main post of
fice, with the postal stations 
in China serving as branch 

L EGAT ION OF TH E UN ITED STAT ES OF AMER ICA. 

offices. 
The directives also speci

fied that an experienced Rail
way Mail Service official 
would supervise the China 
postal stations. The RMS 
man selected was Henry Ro
binson. (Fi2ure 2). The hard
driving, 42-year-old Georgia 
native was a chief clerk in the 
Railway Mail Service's 4th 
Division based in Atlanta. He 
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bad managed the military t · 
postal stations in Puerto Rico I~ 

'~ 
in 1898 with great success. 

Robinson had little time to 
prepare for the trip to China, 
but it seems that he had some 
input as to wbq would ac-

Figure 3. U.S. legation stationery piece handled by the American postal staff on 
September 20. 1900. Note the Japanese address. The Japanese postal system was one of 
the most expeditious ways to get mail out of northern China before American postal 
stations were opened. 
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Figure 4. U.S. soldier's letter processed at the Tientsen station by the U.S. postal staff on September 20, 1900. This 9th 
Infantry soldier affiXed the India overprint stamps to send his letter from China before U.S. postal stations were 
established The stamps were not recognized as legitimate postage by the American postal staff. and the cover was 
assessed a 2-cent postage due penalty. 

r.. ~- --~------------~------------~ 
~-~/·~ The postal situation facing 

Robinson at Tientsin was 
chaotic. Lacking established 
postal outlets to the United 
States before Robinson ar
rived, U.S. troops had re
sorted to using the stamps 
and postal stations of any and 
all allied countries to get mail 
out of China. The Japanese 
post office in China had been 
especially accommodating to 
American troops from July 
through September. (Figure 
3). The mail of U.S. troops 
who had written letters and 
affixed foreign postage to 
them was turned over to U.S. 
postal personnel. (Figure 4) 
The accumulation of such 
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The unsettled days of late lilliillllili.._llliil ... .-.-~ ........ -.. .... _ ..... _.,;,;.;iliili.lliiill-~----..-..-iiiiill 

September, 1900 have pro
vided examples of mail 
showing auxiliary markings 
which students of the China 

Figure 5. Soldier's letter from Lt. Joseph A. Boer, 6th U.S. Cavalry, mailed from Tientsen 
in late September, 1900. The "DUE ......... CENTS" marking on Boer's letter is one of only 
three examples observed, making it one of the scarcest auxiliary markings seen on U.S. 
mail during the China Relief Expedition. 
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, .. 
Figure 6. Soldier's letter from Colonel Eli L. Huggins, commander of the 6th U.S. Cavalry Regiment, processed at the 
U.S. military postal station at Tientsen. Huggins was awarded the Medal of Honor during the Indian wars. 

Relief Expedition may not readily recognize as such. 
Figure 5 is an example. 

The letter was sent by Lt. Joseph Baer of the 6th U.S. 
Cavalry to Reading, Pennsylvania in late September, 
1900. All that appears on the cover's front is a 
"DUE .. ............. CENTS" marking with a manuscript "2". 
A 2-CENT postage due stamp is tied by an oval Reading, 
Pennsylvania marking. 

..... 

The "DUE ............ . CENTS" marking itself gives no 
hint that it was applied in China. In reality, however, it 
is one of the scarcest auxiliary markings used by Robin
son and his staff. Figures 3 & 4 also show this marking. 
They and Figure 5 are the only three examples seen with 
this marking used on mail from China. 

A cursory check of West Point records confirms that 
Baer graduated 1Oth in the class of 1900, and indicates 
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to Company C, 9th U.S. Infantry. Little has been written about me;r/io.'ll 
sent to China as part of the American relief force. 
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part in the last cavalry actions conducted against the 
Boxers in September, 1900. 

The military postal stations in China show similarities 
to those which operated in Cuba, the Philippines and 
Puerto Rico in 1898. Cancelers identified the mail as 
originating in China, just as soldiers' mail was identified 
from Cuba, Puerto Rico and the Philippines. (Figures 6, 
7 & 8) Soldiers in China could send mail at the U.S. 
domestic rate. Registered mail and money orders were 
available to the soldiers at Peking and Tientsin. Gener
ally, postal regulations governing soldiers' mail during 
the Spanish-American War applied to military mail in 
China. 

But there are significant differences. First, all Ameri
can army units which fought in China were regular units. 
The volunteer regiments which served in the Philippines 
in 1898 and 1899 had long since demobilized. 

It has been suggested that since the soldiers fighting 
in China were regulars, they wrote and received fewer 
letters than the volunteers of 1898. The reasoning seems 
to be that being career soldiers, many of whom were 
bachelors with few if any family ties, they did not gen
erate much mail. lfthat is true, then the overall volume 
of mail sent or received by these professional soldiers is 
far smaller than that sent by the 1898-1899 volunteers. 
And when one realizes that the number of troops fighting 
in China was much smaller than the 1898 force, then the 

amount of mail sent to U.S. soldiers in China is even 
further reduced. Thus, the small amount ofU .S. soldiers' 
mail handled at China during the China ReliefExpedition 
makes it a truly scarce commodity. 

Second, unlike the Spanish-American War when 
American soldiers almost exclusively used our military 
postal stations, foreign troops also used the U.S. postal 
stations in China. Collecting the stamps and cancels of 
foreign countries was quite popular among our allies, 
especially the very literate German soldiers. But foreign 
troops legitimately mailed letters home via U.S. postal 
stations in China. (Figures 10, 11 &12) 

Third, the number of American civilians who used the 
China postal stations was probably greater than those 
who used our postal stations in 1898. That the number of 
civilians using the China military postal stations was far 
greater than the stranded Americans in Cuba, the Philip
pines and Puerto Rico in 1898 is not questioned. One is 
not surprised, since they were the only mail outlets for 
surviving missionaries, American miners and railroad
men, or consulate officials and their dependents. Figure 
12 is an example of incoming civilian mail handled 
during the period. The circuitous route that the cover 
took from the United States to its north China destination 
reveals much about the disrupted mail situation in the 
reg10n. 

Figure 10. Postcard mailed from the U.S. military postal station at Taku to Austria, November 17, 1900. Soldiers of the 
multi-national relief force were permitted to send mail using another country's postal stamps and stationery. 
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PosTAL CARD- ONE CENT. 

THIS SlOE IS FOR THE: ADDRESS ONLY. 

.J 

~· /:-~ 

~~ 

Figure 11. This U.S. postal stationery card was mailed to Germany from the U.S. military postal station at Tientsen 
on February 20, 1901. It Is a genuine, non-philatelic usage. 

·' 

Figure 12. Letter sent to John Fowler, U.S. consul at Chefoo, China. in late October, 1900 from Boston. The cover was 
first handled by the Chinese Shanghai post office and then the U.S. postal agency at Shanghai before being routed north 
to Chefoo. The letter was missent to the military postal station at Taku before reaching Fowler in January, 1901. 
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Figure 13. Soldier's mail sent .from Peking's military postal station on February 24, 1901, and processed at Tientsen on 
Monday, February 25, 1901. U.S soldiers' letters mailed .from the Peking postal station on weekdays were processed at 
or near Tientsen on the following Monday. 

Exact day-to-day activities at the China military sta
tions are not known. But Figures 13 & 14 give some 
insight into the scheduled movements of mail from Pe
king to the coast. 

The covers show what appears to be the same canceler 
used on the fronts and backs of both covers mailed from 
Peking in early 190 I. The fronts of both covers show a 

cancel in which the time slug has been deleted, while the 
backs show what seems to be the same cancel but with 
the time slug showing 4:00PM. Both front cancels show 
different dates than their backstamps. For years, many 
students and collectors of Boxer Rebellion postal history 
assumed that the same canceler was used for both fronts 
and backstamps. But such is not the case. Two different 
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Figure 14. Exllmple of a soldier's leiter mailed at Peking on Tuesday, Morch I 2, 1901, and processed for mailing on 
Monday, Morch 18, 1901. The canceler used on the back almost always shows 4:00PM 

markings were used. One marking was used on the cover 
fronts with the time slug deleted, while a different can
celer almost always showing 4:00 PM. is seen on the 
covers' backs. 

Regardless when the letters were cancelled at Peking, 
they are always backstarnped with a Monday date. The 
Figure 13 cover was postmarked on Sunday, February 

24, 1901, and was backstarnped Monday, February 25, 
190 I. The figure 14 cover was postmarked at Peking on 
Tuesday, March 12, 1901, and backstarnped on Monday, 
March 18, 190 L All other covers seen postmarked at 
Peking from late 1900 through August, 190 I show Mon
day backstarnp dates. 
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Figures 15 through 20 are rare examples of regis
tered mail and money order business processed through 
American milituy postal stations in China. They are 
shown here courtesy of esteemed postal historian and 
China Relief Expedition specialist, AI Kugel. 

American milituy postal stations in China were 
closed in August, 1901, when the last U.S. troops de
parted for the Philippines. Ironically, the last army unit 
to leave China had been the first to arrive: the 9th U.S. 
Infantry. One company of the 9th Infantry remained at 

l(v t ~ /~.,_,\ 
tJ r/tA<. e:<- :J... -c .-v , 

Figure /5. Registered cover mailed .from U.S. military postal station showing a double-circle dates/amp, which was 
intended for use on registered and porcel post mail. This canceler was used .from October 27, /900, through April /9, 
/90/. The rings of this postmark became increasingly irregular with use. 

Figure /6. A second straightline "R .......... No . ......... • hands/amp, identical to the one used at Tientsen, was used at 
Peking. Each station had a sepora/e numbering system and used different calored ink pods. The date of the first use of the 
Peking handstamp is not known. But most likely, it was used between January 5-/0, /90/. 
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Figure 17. Registered cover processed through an American military postal station in China dated January 9, 1901, sent 
to Atlanta. Note the CHINA obliterator used to cancel the stamp and embossment. Thr CHINA canceler was first 
recorded on December 6, 1900, and was last seen in early May, 1901. 
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Figure 18. Registered letter mailed at the U.S. military postal station at Talal. Note the crude hand-carved "R" within the 
circle obliterator which cancels the 8-cent stamp. This is the only example of this cancel used on mail from China circa 
1900-1901. 
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Figure 19. This is the only 
postal money order receipt 
seen which was issued at a 
U.S. military postal station 
while U.S. troops served in 
China from the summer of 
1900 through the fall of 1901 . 

POST OFFICE, 
~JILlTARY STATION 1, CHINA. 

OFFICIAL BUSINESS. 
(Ho. ~I) J 

I 

'. __ <;:-

·············································· .L ..... >.. .. . ...... : ......................... CO.U NTY, 
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Figure 20. Official M O.B. (Money Order Branch) cover likely mailed by a member of the U.S. postal staff on January 
12, 1901, to Michigan. 
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Peking as consulate guards for several years before U.S. 
Marines took over that duty. 

Henry Robinson left China with the 9th Infantry in 
1901. He remained in the Philippines as assistant postal 
superintendent untill903. Robinson played a major role 
in establishing the postal facility at Guantanamo, Cuba, 
and he later traveled to Alaska where he made recom
mendations for the Railway Mail Service's expansion. 

Perhaps Robinson's brightest star was his service as 
mail superintendent for the U.S. Postal Agency at Vera 
Cruz, Mexico in 1914. He ended his overseas service 
career as the assistant postal superintendent for the 
American Expeditionary Forces in France during World 
War One. Robinson died in Atlanta in 1936. 

Attachment 1 
AMERICAN FORCES POSTAL MARKINGS 
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Attachment 2 
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Attachment 3 

)4f1S 'Ill 
)4/21/01 

UNITED STATES ARMY TROOP DEPLOYMENT 
NORTHERN CHINA: 1900- 1901 

Army Units Using Military Postal Stations 

6th U.S. Cavalry 
9th U.S. Infantry 

14th U.S. Infantry 
15th U.S. Infantry 
3rd U.S. Artillery 
5th U.S. Artillery 

Other 

Comments 

Troops A B C D I K L M & HQ 
Entire Regiment 
Companies E F G H I K L M & HQ 
Companies A B C D & HQ 
Batteries A D I 0 
Light Battery F 

signal corpsmen, engineers and 
hospital corpsmen. 

Disposition By Rank 

191 Officers and 4,809 Enlisted Men 

l3 
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General Chafee was transferred to the Philippines in 
190 I, where he was promoted and given other command 
duties. 

The 9th U.S. Infantry saw more combat in the Philip
pines. On the island of Samar in September, 1901, Com
pany C of the 9th Infantry was surprised and massacred 
by Filipinos as they ate breakfast on a Sunday morning. 

The 9th Infantry sailed for home in early 1902, having 
served overseas for three years. 
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THE FIRST TRANSMOUNTAIN MAIL ROUTE CONTRACTS 

PART VIII - THE DENVER CITY SPUR CONTRACTS 

Route 15151, Julesburg to Denver City, July 1 to September 13, 1860 
and 

25 

Route 1515la, Fort Kearney to Denver City, September 12, 1860 to June 30, 1861 

by Daniel Y. Meschter 

The Denver City spur was not strictly a transmountain route; but Denver City by 1860 was a population center 
between the Missouri and the California Sierras second only to Salt Lake City that could no longer be ignored by the 
Post Office Department. Nevertheless, the Buchanan Administration's support of the pro slavery faction in Kansas 
and a democratic Congress so torn by divisive factions in the uneasy suspense pending the election of 1860 that 
virtually no action could be taken on matters involving popular sovereignty in the west prevented the extension of a 
contract mail route to Denver City until finally even a dissident Congress could no longer ignore public demands for 
mail service to the gold regions (See Meschter, Monograph 10, 1994 for a history of the discovery of gold in the 
Rocky Mountains and precontract mail service). 

Congress at last passed "An Act to Establish Mail Routes in the Territory of Kansas" (Act of March 27, 1860, 12 
Stat. 4) authorizing the Post Office Department to contract for mail services from "Denver City down the Platte River 
to Julesburg, 240 miles," and on four local routes radiating out from Denver City. It then took the unusual step of 
making a specific appropriation of $26,160 to be "placed at the disposal of the Postmaster General for mail service 
on the new post routes in western Kansas, authorized by the Act of March twenty-seventh, eighteen hundred and 
sixty" (12 Stat. 16). In the meantime the P.O.D. had already published for proposals to carry the mail on Route 
15151 from Denver City to Julesburg once a week from July I, 1860 to June 30, 1862 (Rocky Mountain News, May 9, 
1860; Meschter, Monograph 10, 1994, Appendix A). 

Congress then went on to take jurisdiction over the contract-letting so that Schuyler Colfax's report of the 
bidding carried in the Chicago Press and Tribune of June 20th (reprinted in Rocky Mountain News, July 4, 1860) 
was headed, "House of Representatives, June 18." A surprising number of seventeen bids ranging down from $19,000 
by E.S. Alvord to $800 by E.F. Bruce of St. Joseph (Appendix 22) were received. No other bid was for less than 
$2,400. The contract was awarded to Bruce in conformance with the rule that required contracts to be awarded to the 
lowest bidder. 

Bruce's bid was absurd by any standard even though Representative Colfax assured the public the contract was 
guaranteed by two reliable citizens of St. Joseph. And it was ouly the first of several problems. Another was that the 
contractor on the Salt Lake route, technically Luther R. Smoot of Leavenworth, trustee for Jones and Russell (Part 
Vd), although the route already was being operated by the Central Overland California and Pike's Peak Express 
Company, took the position the contract for Route 8911 was for carrying the Salt Lake mail exclusively and that he 
could not be compelled to drop off or pick up Denver City mail at Julesburg, presumably as long as the Denver City 
contract was held by somebody other than the C.O.C. & P.P. Meanwhile, the Denver mail was being carried 
triweekly as express by the C.O.C. & P.P. via St. Joseph. 

At about the same time a St. Joseph correspondent pointed out that since the Salt Lake mail only ran semi
monthly, the weekly Julesburg to Denver City coach could do no better than bring in a mail twice a month although 
the contract for Route 15151 provided for weekly service (Rocky Mountain News, July II, 1860). 

All of these difficulties were quickly resolved. 
Although the Postmaster General had ordered Hockaday to reduce service on Route 8911 from weekly to semi

monthly effective July I, 1859, he agreed on January 23, 1860 to allow Hockaday's assignee (Smoot) to increase 
service to weekly at no additional cost to the government (Part Vd), so that the St. Joseph correspondent was in error 
when he asserted the Salt Lake mail only ran semimonthly. 

The government apparently accepted Smoot's argument he could not be compelled to drop off or pick up Denver 
City mail at Julesburg when on July 24, 1860 the P.O.D. ordered service from St. Joseph to a new post office estab-
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lished at Julesburg on May 29th to be improved to weekly or at least agreed to pay the Salt Lake contractor an 
additional $25,535 per annum for service as far as Julesburg, making it a way station where Denver City mails could 
be exchanged weekly (Part Vd). 

As far as the Bruce contract was concerned, Bruce's default became manifest within a matter of weeks. This gave 
the P.O.D. the option to invite bids rather than to having to repeat the advertisement process. The Post Office 
Department, however, took advantage of the opportunity to avoid the contractual problem raised by Smoot bY 
extending the terminus of the route eastward to Fort Kearney to connect with contract routes from both St. Joseph 
and Omaha. Of the three bids considered for new Route 15151a from Denver City to Fort Kearney, Alvord's bid of 
$15,000 was accepted on August 29 for the rest of the contract term at the rate of $9,000 per annum from the 
commencement of service to November 30th and $15,000 per annum thereafter. 

THE CONTRACTOR 

Nothing of E.F. Bruce is known in the records 
reviewed for this study and from his unrealistic bid it 
would appear be was neither an experienced stage
coachman nor mail contractor. 

It is not known whether in entering bids for both 
Route No. 15151 and 1515la B.S. Alvord was bidding 
for himself on his own account, as General Superinten
dent for the Overland Mail Company, or as an officer 
and superintendent of the Western Stage Company. The 
last is the most likely. 

Elijah Smead Alvord was a descendent of an early 
17th century immigrant from the southwest of England 
where the Alvord family appears to have been represen
tative of England's emerging middle class (Alvord, 
1908). He was born in 1809 near Greenfield, Massachu
setts. Little is known of his early life except the facts 
that his oldest uncle was an attorney and public official 
of some prominence and another was a hotel keeper 
while his father and two younger uncles were tradesmen 
suggest be grew up in a business environment. It was 
also significant that these last three brothers emigrated 
to Ohio in mid life, one to the northeast corner of the 
state, another to near Cleveland, and his father to Troy 
in the western end of the state close to the Columbus
Indianapolis turnpike, if not actually on it. 

E. S. Alvord either accompanied his father west or 
joined him in Ohio possibly as early as 1832. He is said 
to have engaged in the livery business at Richmond on 
the Ohio line in 1834 and in Indianapolis in 1836 where 
be also was a money broker from 1839 to 1843. He 
maintained his permanent residence in Indianapolis for 
almost fifty years although business often took him away 
for protracted periods of time. 

The sources are uncertain, but it is thought it was 
through his association with the livery business that 
Alvord entered the stage business in Indianapolis first 
as Reame and Alvord and then in partnership with the 
Voorhees brothers in the Ohio Stage Company from 
Columbus to Indianapolis. It apparently became the 
Western Stage Company when the line was extended 
westerly via Danville and across the Mississippi into 

Iowa and southwesterly via Terra Haute to St. Louis and 
eventually across Iowa to Omaha and Missouri to St. 
Joseph. It also established a network of branch lines 
throughout Illinois, Missouri, and Iowa. 

Alvord was general superintendent, vice president 
and ultimately president of the Western Stage Company 
for many years although, as it turned out, it was a busi
ness without a history. It was never incorporated nor did 
its owners ever draw up a formal partnership agreement. 
Alvord himself testified in a litigation years later that 
the company kept no books and that its business office 
was "in his hat.~~ 

Beginning from the time the first railroad reached 
Indianapolis in 1847, the Western Stage Company was 
bard put to keep ahead of the tracks. All that was left of 
the Company's empire when the Hannibal and St. 
Joseph Railroad was opened across Missouri in early 
1859 were a few branch lines in Iowa and the remnant 
from Omaha to Fort Kearney that was extended to 
Denver City in 1860. 

Although stagecoaching was the foundation of his 
personal fortune, Alvord also profited from real estate, 
retail stores managed bY his older sons, and the 
Indianapolis street railway company after the Civil War. 
His eulogist in the Indianapolis News (March 12, 1894) 
described him as a high liver and a gentlemanly 
gambler who won consistently at cards. 

With the decline of the Western Stage Company, 
Alvord accepted a position with the Butterfield Over
land Mail Company in 1858 as its division superinten
dent in San Francisco (Conkling, 1947, v. I. p. 127). He 
was appointed general superintendent in April 1860 
(Los Angeles Star, May 5, 1860), all the while 
continuing his oversight of the Western Stage Company, 
and became the Overland Company's representative in 
San Francisco after the changeover to the Central Route. 

The end of the Western Stage Company came about 
May I, 1861 when Alvord sold the Denver mail contract 
and whatever was left of the company's assets to the 
Overland Mail Company (Rocky Mountain News, May 
8, 1861 ). The effective date of this sale, under the 
circumstances, more likely was immediately rather than 
upon expiration of Western's contract on June 30th. 
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Alvord lost heavily when real estate values crashed 
in tlle late 1870's, but retained an interest in Wells 
Fargo & Company and spent several years in the Cali
fornia gold region as the part owner and manager of a 
gold mine there. He retired to northern Virginia in 1885 
and then to Washington, D.C. where he died on March 
10, 1894. 

THEROUfE 

There was nothing new about the route. It followed 
the well-established California or Oregon Trail via 
numerous stage stations from Fort Kearney to Julesburg 
and then the road the Pike's Peak gold rushers pio
neered along the right bank of the South Platte River 
from Julesburg to Denver City in the fall of !858. The 
contract register page for Route 15151 lists only St. 
Vrain as an intermediate station while Route 15151a 
shows St. Vrain and Fort Lupton (post office established 
January 14, 1861) interlineated between Julesburg and 
Denver City. 

OPERATIONS 

When Bruce defaulted on his contract for Route 
15151, the Post Office Department made a temporary 
arrangement with the C.O.C. & P.P. Express Company 
to carry the mail from Julesburg to Denver City pending 
execution of a new contract for Route 1515Ja. It is 
virtually certain, however, that the C.O.C. & P.P. 
exchanged the Denver mail with its Salt Lake coaches at 
Fort Kearney or perhaps even St. Joseph instead of at 
Julesburg. 

The first U.S. mail arrived in Denver rather unex
pectedly on Friday evening, July 27, 1860 when a 
C.O.C. & P.P. express coach arrived with two bags of 
mail. Another bag arrived the next Monday, July 30th. 
The Rocky Mountain News made no mention of any 
more U.S. mail received until Denver Postmaster W.P. 
McLure was swamped with 16 bags on Monday, August 
20th. Nor did it mention any outgoing dispatches, but 
since the marginal note to Route 15151 of July 23, 1861 
recognized the service of the C.O.C. & P.P for carrying 
the mails once a week from July I to September 13, 
1860 at the negotiated rate of $9,000 per annum 
(Appendix 22), it can be assumed the C.O.C. & P.P. 
began carrying outgoing mails perhaps as early as late 
July after the Bruce default became certain and 
incoming mail with some regularity after August 20th 
through September 13th. 

Alvord's bid of $15,000 for Route 15151a was 
accepted on August 29, but the first the Rocky Mountain 
News (September 19, 1860) heard of it was when a 
representative of the Western Stage Company named 

Hooker arrived in Denver to make arrangements for 
stocking the line from Denver City to Fort Kearney 
where it would connect with their existing line between 
Omaha and Fort Kearney. He told the News that 
Western would dispatch the first eastbound mail the 
next morning, September 20th, on a five and one-half 
day schedule to Omaha. For lack of better data, it has to 
be assumed that Western stocked and equipped the line 
and operated it for the nine and a half months its 
contract ran without, however, giving effect to the sale 
to Ben Holladay's Overland Stage Company. Neverthe
less there remains a possibility that Western arranged 
with the C.O.C. & P.P. to actually carry the mail on its 
behalf and that it never stocked the line nor carried the 
mail itself. In any event, it is certain that C.O.C. & P.P. 
coaches continued to run between Denver City and 
Julesburg and probably on to Fort Kearney throughout 
the entire period of the Alvord contract. 

The Alvord contract was unusual in that while 
Alvord's bid of $15,000 was for service between Denver 
and Fort Kearney, the P.O.D. conditioned the contract 
on continuation of service between Denver and Jules
burg at $9,000 until November 30th and only then for 
service between Denver and Fort Kearney at $15,000 
per annum from December 1st to June 30, 1861. The 
separate reports from the postmasters at Denver City, 
Julesburg, and Fort Kearney, however, suggest that the 
service was through to Fort Kearney from its inaugura
tion in September. Regardless of whether the mail was 
carried by Western Stage Company or C.O.C. & P.P. 
coaches, it would have been transferred at Fort Kearney 
to or from C.O.C. & P.P. coaches running between Salt 
Lake City and St. Joseph. 

The report of the Denver City postmaster to the Post 
Office Department (Appendix 23) was that Alvord 
commenced service from Denver City on Thursday, 
September 13th, probably via C.O.C. & P.P. Express 
Company coach. A similar report from the Fort Kearney 
postmaster was that Alvord commenced service from 
there on September 12th while the Julesburg postmaster 
reported September 17th. Denver mail operations 
continued, apparently regularly, from then until the 
Postmaster General annulled the contract effective July 
I, 1861. 

The schedules of mail trips for Route 15151 and 
Route 15151a, as adjusted on February 9, 1861, are 
shown in Appendix 22 and 23, respectively. 

CONTRACT ANNULMENT 

The annulment of the contract for Route 15151 a on 
May 21, 1861 is best understood by reference to the 
concurrent annulment of the contracts for Route 12801 
and Route 8911. 
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By an Act approved on March 2, 1861 (12 Stat. 
206}, Congress directed that the contract for Route 
12578 be modified to discontinue service on the 
Southern Overland or Butterfield Route and to provide 
for transportation of the entire letter mail through from 
St. Joseph to Placerville daily, which is to say six times 
a week, and delivery of the entire mail, including papers 
and documents, to Denver three times a week. The 
Overland Mail Company by William Dinsmore, its 
president, and E. S. Alvord, its superintendent accepted 
modification of its contract on March 12th in lieu of 
allowing the P.O.D. to annul and readvertisement it. 

Since the contract for Route 12801 had another year 
to run to June 30, 1862 and the extended contract for 
Route 8911 was open~nded, both had to be abrogated 
before daily service on Route 10773 could begin on July 

ADDITIONAL REFERENCES 

Books 

I st. Accordingly, service under the contract for Route 
12801 was ordered discontinued on March 14th (Part 
Vllb) and Route 8911 on March 15th (Part Ve). The 
Denver City spur Route 15151 a also had to be annulled 
because the Act of Congress specifically provided for 
triweekly service to Denver City as an integral part of 
Route 10773. The effective date of each of these three 
annulments was June 30, 1861 

Unhappily, the C.O.C. & P.P. Express Company 
was the contractor for both Route 8911 from St. Joseph 
to Salt Lake City and Route 12801 from Salt Lake City 
to Placerville. Even though it would continue as the 
Overland Mail Company's subcontractor on the eastern 
division of Route 10773, loss of these contracts was a 
financial blow from which it never recovered. 

Alvord, Samuel Morgan. A Genealogy of the Descendants of Alexander Alvord, An Early Settler of Windsor, Conn. 
and Northampton, Mass. Webster, NY, 1908. 

Nowland, John H.B. Early Reminiscences of Indianapolis. Indianapolis, IN, 1870, pp. 359~0. 

Newspapers 

Indianapolis News, March 12, 1894, March 8, 1902, June 6, 1925. 
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MAIL ROUTES Nos. 15151 and 15151a 
Julesburg and Fort Kearney to Denver City 

1o860-1861 

" 
&:.11! In Miles 
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APPENDIX 22- ROUTE 15151 
(Contract Register 203, pp. 316-17) 

KANSAS 

29 

From Julesburg N. Ter. 

up (the South Platte) 

by Saint Vrain 

to Denver City 

240 miles and back once a week 

Leave Julesburg 
Arrive at Denver City 
Leave Denver City 
Arrive Julesburg 

Saturday at 6 A.M. 
Tuesday by 6 P.M. 
Wednesday at 6 A.M. 
Saturday by 5 A.M. 

E.S. Alvord 
Wm. Stewart 
I. Davis & Co. 
John E. Barrow 
Wm. H. Steffins 
Luther R. Smoot 
Wm. L. Hamilton & Jas. Thompson 
A. I. Blanchard 
Peter H. Smith 
B. H. Beanton 
W.P. Miller 
John S. Jones 
Clay Thompson 
Paul Deater 
Luke Benham 
Jos. S. Roberson 
E. F. Bruce 

Arapahoe Kan. 

$ 19,000 service to Ft. Kearney $8.000 add. 
18,900 
18,000 
17,450 
14,900 
14,750 
12,000 
11,500 
9,998 
7,500 
4,700 
4,200 
3,800 
2,900 
2,400 
2,400 

800 1860, June 16, Accepted 

MARGINAL NOTE 

1861, July 23 Recognize the service of the Cal. & Pikes Peak Express Co., B. M. Hughes, Presdt., St. Joseph, Mo. in 
conveying the mails I a.w. from I July to 13 September 1860 at the rate of $9,000 a year, and refer to 
the Auditor to pay the same. Subject to fines and deductions and charge failing bidder, E. F. Bruce. 
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APPENDIX 23- ROUTE 15151a 
(Contract Register 203, pp. 438-9) 

KANSAS 

1515la 

From Fort Kearney 

*O'Falleas Blllff ReEst Dec 11/60 Dis. April 9/62 

by Julesburg 

•Saint Vrain (order) 

*Fort Lupton 

to Denver City 

400 Miles and back, once a week 

Leave Fort Kearney 
Arrive at Denver City 
Leave Denver City 
Arrive at Fort Kearney 

Mealla,- Sat. at & 7 A.M. 
S11RIIa,> Thurs. by IQ P.M. 6 A.M. 
Mealla,- Tues. at & 6 A.M. 
S~tREia,> Sat. by IQ P.M. 6 A.M. Sch. Adjt. Feb. 9/61 

Clackimas 

Arapahoe 

Bids to omit Julesburg and run by proposed schedule will be considered 

S. Stemmons 
E. S. Alvord 

Indianapolis, Indiana 

s 19,897 
15,000 

1860, August 29 Accepted, pay to be made at the rate of $9,000 per 
annum from commencement of service to 30th. Nov. '60; from Jules
burg to Denver City & from !st. Dec. '60 at $15,000 per annum from 
Ft. Kearney to Denver City for residue of time. 

James R. Porter 3,200 Omit Julesburg 

[Abbreviations used: • - interlineated] 

MARGINAL NOTES 

La Posta 

Neb. 

" 

Kan 

1860, October 6 Embrace Saint Vrain on this route between Julesburg and Denver City without change of pay. 

1860, November 28 The Postmaster at Denver City, Kan. Ter. reports that E.S.Aivord commenced Service on 13th. 
September 1860. Postmaster Julesburg, Neb. Ter. reports that he commenced 17th. September 1860. The Postmaster 
at Fort Kearney, Neb. Ter. reports that he commenced at his office 12 September 1860. 

1861, May 21 Discontinue the service and annul the contract from !st. July 1861, and allow one months extra pay. 
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THIS SlOE OF CARD IS F'OR AD 

M.HERTZBERG, 
736 HILLGIRT CIRCLE, 
OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA. 

This postal card displays a Type I non-standard postmark device .from New Columbia, Pennsylvania. Type I devices are 
characterized by wmy lines in the killer postion of the design. 

NON-STANDARD POSTMARKING & CANCELING 
DEVICES FROM 1900 TO DATE 

Part 37- Catalog Section - Type I 

By Randy Stehle and Doug DeRoest 

This installment presents the Type I {wavy bar killer) 
markings. We have recorded 62 different examples of 
this type from 52 post offices. This means that some of 
the offices used more than one Type I device. The champ 
is New Lebanon, OH, which four different handstamps 
of this design from 1923 to 1930. Alberton, MT, used 
three different devices from 1919 to 1934. There were 
also five offices that used two different Type I devices: 
Harrison, NE; New Columbia, PA; Newcomb, NY; Red
ford, MI; and Superior, MT. Of all trhese, the devices 
used at Newcomb, NY, are the most interesting. When 
the first device {I-380) was manufactured in 1918, the 
year date was part of the postmark. It occupied the 
bottom of the circular date stamp portion and was aligned 
with the circular outline. This worked fine for 1918, but 
presented a problem for succeeding years. The solution 
was to carve out the "1918" date and insert a normal date 
slug instead. I believe this is the first example I can recall 
of a non-standard postmark being altered for the purpose 

of extending its useful life The altered device is shown 
as Type I-390. 

Some of the devices that used braided killers appear 
to be from the same manufacturer. Specifically, the ones 
used at Decker, MI; Fairfax, lA; Goffs, CA; both the 
Harrison, NE devices; Karnak, IL; Oglethorpe Univer
sity, GA; and Slater, lA are very similar in design. Other 
examples are strongly reminiscent of other types of can
celing devices. For example, Fall bridge, WA resembles 
a roller cancel, while Percy, lA looks a bit like a mailer's 
permit. 

The number of reported non-standards now stands at 
3,842, which is an increase of only 32 over six months 
ago. This represents an addition of about five new de
vices each months, which is as slow a rate of new reports 
as we have ever seen. Please send any new discoveries 
and date extensions to Randy Stehle, 16 Iris Court, San 
Mateo, CA 9440 I. Next time we shall show all the Type 
J {pseudo slogan) and all the Type K {straight-line with 
an integral killer) non-standard devices. 
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TYPE I NON-STANDARD POSTMARKING & CANCELING DEVICES 

CODE TOWN STATE DATES EKU LKU PMRK KLR S/IN 

1- 10 A.M. F. HOUSTON TX 11 OCT1947 10FEB1949 30.S 1S(4) 1 

1- 20 ALBERTON MT 1909- 26NOV1919 26.5Il3.5 17(6) 2 1 

1- 30 ALBERTON MT 1909- 09JUL1923 03 OCT 192S 28x26 16(6) 2 

1- 40 ALBERTON MT 1909- 12AUG1931 29DEC 1934 31.5 26(6) 2 

1- so ARDARA PA 1907- 24APR 1918 18FEB1919 31 20(6) 2 1 

I· 60 ATASCADERO CA 1914- 20SEP1910 14 OCT 1910 30128.5x19.5 15(6) 2 2 

1- 70 BACONE OK 1888-1976 02APR 1948 27 AUG 1951 31 18(4) 2 1 

1- 80 BARNUM lA 1874- 26JUN 193X 03SEP193X 36xl6 16(5) 2 

1- 90 BELLEAIR HEIGHTS FL 1912/1933 23JAN1914 01 FEB 1916 30 26(6) 2 

I· 100 BROOKTONDALE NY 1926- 250CT 1946 22DEC 1954 31120 20(7) 2 

I· 110 BRUCE SD 1883- 20DEC 1923 08 FEB 1943 31129.5 16(5) 2 

1- 120 CALEXICO CA 1902- 20JUL1916 09AUG1916 33 13(3) 3 3 

I· 130 CASSELLS co 1899-1929 OJ AUG 1909 OJ MAY 1910 28 17(5) 3 

1- 140 CHERRY VALLEY IL 1849- 17 APR 1945 42:<36 19(4) 2 

1- ISO COLBURN IN 1863-1988 28 FEB1955 32 19(7) 2 

I· 160 CONCH KEY FL 1961-1%2 lJMAYl%1 13NOV1%1 32 18.5(10) 2 

I· 170 CUT-N-SHOOT TX 1958- OS NOV 1991 11 SEP 1992 33 14(6) 2 

1- 180 DECKER MI 1914- 20SEP1918 13MAR 1920 34 17(S) 2 

1- 190 FAIRFAX lA 1863- 23MAY 1918 02MAR1920 32 20(4) 2 

1- 200 FALLBRIDGE WA 1911-1926 10SEP1924 08AUG1925 31 29(6) 3 

1- 210 FED. RESERVE STA. GA 27 JUN 1929 270CT 1931 301211 18(5) 2 

1- 220 FREMONT MN 1876-1910 25MAR 1908 09MAY1910 24 16(5) 3 

I· 230 GOFFS CA 1893/1932 15APR 1917 27 APR 1921 32 20(5) 3 

I· 240 HARBERT Ml 1889- 16AUG1929 14 OCT 1943 24.5 16(5) 2 
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TYPE I NON-STANDARD POSTMARKING & CANCELING DEVICES 

CODE 

I- 250 

I- 260 

I- 270 

I- 280 

I- 290 

I- 300 

I- 310 

TOWN 

HARRISON 

HARRISON 

JE.SSUPS 

KARNAK 

WUISA 

MASSILLON 

MUMFORD 

STATE DATES 

NE 1886-

NE 1886-

MD 1889/1963 

IL 1905-

LA 1885-1972 

lA 1854/1958 

TX 1878-

I- 320 NEW COLUMBIA PA 

PA 

OH 

OH 

OH 

OH 

1826-

1826-

1849-

1849-

1849-

1849-

1863-

1863-

1904-1929 

1916-1956 

1951-1962 

1888-1951 

1882-1954 

1868-1967 

1906-1924 

1906-1924 

1933-

1887-

1853-

1871-

18911-

1875-

I- 330 NEW COLUMBIA 

I- 340 NEW LEBANON 

I- 350 NEW LEBANON 

I- 360 NEW LEBANON 

I- 370 NEW LEBANON 

I- 380 

I- 390 

I- 400 

I- 410 

I- 420 

I- 430 

I- 440 

I- 450 

I- 460 

I- 470 

I- 480 

I- 490 

I- 500 

I- 510 

I- 520 

I- 530 

NEWCOMB NY 

NEWCOMB NY 

NEWHOUSE UT 

OGLETHORPE UNIV. GA 

OGONTZ CENTER PA 

OGONTZSCHOOL PA 

PERCY lA 

PERSIA TN 

REDFORD MI 

REDFORD MI 

ROOSEVELTOWN NY 

SLATER lA 

SO. LANCASTER MA 

SOLDIER lA 

ST. MARTIN MN 

SUMNER WA 

EKU LKU 

10 OCT 1922 1928 

29 FEB 1928 28 NOV 1930 

05 FEBI924 

23JAN 1922 

31 OCT 1956 10 JAN 1957 

15 JUL 1935 17 DEC 1938 

03JUL 1914 

13 OCT 1923 18 AUG 1926 

09 SEP 1930 26 APR 1937 

26 MAY 1923 03 DEC 1924 

IOOCT 1927 

14 NOV 192X 29 AUG 1929 

01 OCT 1930 19 DEC 1930 

15 FEB 1918 16 DEC 1918 

10 NOV 1923 24 JUL 1925 

24 APR 1906 04 JAN 1908 

03 MAY 1918 

27MAR 1952 

16 FEB 1950 31 MAY 1951 

15APR 1954 

193X 

25 APR 1910 08 JAN 1916 

03 NOV 1917 01 APR 1920 

01 NOV 1933 09 NOV 1936 

30 AUG 1917 14 NOV 1918 

DEC 1911 23 1914 

12DEC 1984 

16AUGI948 

28 APR 1910 OS AUG 1913 

PMRK 

30.5 

32 

30.5I28.5 

30 

28 

30.5 

32x29 

28.5 

25.5 

33 

32 

29 

28 

28 

28 

31 

32 

28.5<26.5 

29 

29118 

38 

31 

31 

31 

32 

28 

37135 

31121 

32 

KLR S/1 N 

17(4) 2 

16(4) 2 

34(5) 2 

19(5) 2 

14(6) 2 

38(6) 2 4 

15(4) 2 I 

21(10) 2 I 

18(7) 2 4 

28(6) 2 

25(6) 2 

22(7) 2 

19(6) 2 

19(4) 2 I 

19(4) 2 

15(4) 3 

18(5) 2 

20(7) 2 I 

20(7) 2 4 

26(7) 2 

19(4) 2 

14(5) 3 4 

14(5) 3 

14(4) 2 4 

18(5) 2 

18(4) 2 

17(4) 2 

21 2 I 

18(5) 2 
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TYPE I NON-STANDARD POSTMARKING & CANCELING DEVICES 

CODE TOWN STATE DATES EKU LKU PMRK KLR SIIN 

1- 540 SUPERIOR MT 1871- 19JUN 1923 03JULI925 31 19(5) 1 

1- 550 SUPERIOR MT 1871- 15 FEB1919 06APR 1938 31.5 18(4) 1 

I- 560 SURF CA 1897-1957 06JUN 190l 19 17(5) 3 

I- 570 VANDALIA OH 1843- 11 MAY 1910 44x41127llS 30(9) 1 I 

1- 580 VINCENT OH 1857- 11 DEC 1917 ISMAY 1931 34 11(4) 1 

I- 590 VVLTEE FIELD CA 1941-1947 090CT 1943 14NOV 1944 18 18(7) 3 

1- 600 WABANINGO MI 1897-1938 11AUGI91X 31 19(4) 3 

I- 610 WAUCONDA IL 1849- 18JULI903 17 10(6) 1 

I- 610 WILKINSONVILLE MA 1817-1989 11 AUG 1915 IOAPR 1916 31 18(4) 1 I 

NOTES 

I EARLIEST KNOWN ON PIECE 
2 USED DURING MILITARY PERIOD. OPERATING DATES UNKNOWN. 
3 USEDATMILITARYSTA.-OPEN 13JUL 1916T031 JUL 1917. 
4 LATESTKNOWNONPlECE 

.·~ 
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Dear Little Ellen: 
By Robert G. Munshower 

With all of the philatelic flight covers we encounter it is refreshing to come across an early first flighl 
cacheted cover sent from one non-collector to another. Although some early air mail items seem to be non
philatelic in nature, one can almost bet they were mailed by those with a keen interest in aviation, and were 
very aware of what was about to occur (a first flight, air show etc,) making them nearly as contrived as a 
prepared cover sent by a collector. 

The above item seems all the more charming due to its entirely non-philatelic content, and perhaps, 
intent: 

"Dear Little Ellen: 
Mammy rec'd your nice letter yesterday and you may be sure I was very glad to hear from 

you. I wish I were there to spend Easter with you, but Bob says he will be home by the 15th so I will likely 
be here for the summer. Grandma is not so very well, so I expect it will be best for me to be near for awhile, 
even if I am in Pasco, it don't take but two hours to get over here if they should want me. 

The fruit trees are in bloom now and the leaves are coming out on the other trees so 1 guess spring 
is here. Now honey this will be a souvenier letter as it will leave Pasco at 6:AM April 6 by the first Air Mail 
of the North West. Should I send one to Sonny too? Words of love to all of you as always." 

It is not too difficult to imagine Mrs. Gillespie stopping by the Walla Walla, washington Post Office 
to purchase some stamps and then be told by the window clerk that the very first contract air mail flight would 
be passing through Walla Walla enroute to Pasco. Surely she was intrigued enough to post a letter or two 
via this strange new communications phenomenon that was about to encircle the globe. Charming too, is 
the fact that Mrs. Gillespie did not realize that by the time she would have received an answer from Ellen 
as to whether she should send one to Sonny, it would be far too late and the "First Air Mail of the North Wesf' 
would be history: Since the backflap is ripped off and torn open very roughly in several places, it seems that 
"Little Ellen" was not an early air mail cover collector either! 

It would seem that the lack of a Walla Walla postmark indicates the mail picked up enroute was 
cancelled upon arrival at Pasco, Washington. 
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POSTAL MARKINGS OF NORTH DAKOTA TERRITORY 
Part V: Dunn, Eddy, Emmons, and Foster County 

By Mike Ellingson 
Post Office Box 21402 
Eagan, MN 55121 
E-Mail: mikeellingson@juno.com 

Code 

Oakdale (1889-1958) 

1 C1GN1B27.5 

Code 

Brenner (1880-1887) 

None Reported 

Dunn (1883-1883) 

None Reported 

Gates (1883-1886) 

None Reported 

Morris (1886-1908) 

1 OV22E1S1R 

New Rockford (1883-Date) 

I C1GNIB26.5 

Sheyenne (1887-Date) 

None Reported 

Tiffany (1882-1917) 

1 C210'9N1R32.5 

Tomlinson (1883-1885) 

None Reported 

This is the fifth installment in an effort to catalog all 
known postmarks used in the portion of Dakota Territory 
that later became North Dakota. Please continue to send 
updates to the author at the above address. Thanks! 

Dunn County 
Earliest Latest Killer Notes 

18 Oct 1889 target 

Eddy County 
Earliest Latest Killer Notes 

3 Aug 1889 (1) 

20 Feb 1884 9Jun 1884 target 

4 Jul 1883 6 Oct 1883 target 

Copyright 1997 by Michael W. Ellingson 
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Emmons County 
Code Earliest Latest Killer Notes 

Armstrong (1886-1909) 
None Reported 

Buchanan (1884-1894) 
None Reported 

Cannon Ball (1880-1881) 
None Reported 

Casselman (1886-1887) 
None Reported 

Danbury (1887-1894) 

None Reported 

Emmons burg (1883/1934) 

None Reported 

Exeter (1887 /1907) 

None Reported 

Gayton (1881-1915) 

I MS I Feb 1884 pen 

Glencoe (1883-1930) 

I OV22GISIR37 II Apr 1886 (2) 

Hampton (1888-1906) 

I GIGNIB27 4 Nov 1888 20 Mar 1893 target 

Hull (1888/1954) 

None Reported 

Livona (1883-1955) 

None Reported 

Omio (1886-1914) 

I SLGSIB'23 18 Jun 1886 cork 

Roop (1884-1900) 

I CIGNIB26.5 28 Feb 1885 17 Jan 1898 target 
2 MS 22 Jun 1887 pen 



\ 

L11 Posta 

I 

I 

~OO..o 
FEB 
no 

2 

I 

I 

2 

September 1998 

~-~ , ...... ~ I:: "1'+ 
JUL · 
4 

~ 18B3~ 
?- ~-
· "~Jv~1· 

Omio Oak 

June 18 1866. 
I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

2 

...._.VIt.. 
~DEc<' 
~ 14 ("T1 

bA't<.• 

I 

43 



44 

---

September 1998 La Posta 

Emmons County 
Code Earliest Latest Killer Notes 

Waylin (1886-1886) 

None Reported 

Westfield (1888-1964) 

l ClGNlB27.5 4 Feb 1890 target 

Williamsport (1883-1903) 

l C21GNIR28 31 Jull884 4 Jul 1885 star-in-circle 
2 ClGNlB26 15 Jan 1888 l2 Mar 1889 target 

Winchester (1884/1909) 

l ClGNlB27 2 Oct 1885 19 Nov 1888 target 

Winona (1884-1939) 

l ClGN3B27 26 Jan 1886 12 Jan 1889 target 

Foster County 
Code Earliest Latest Killer Notes 

Barlow (1884-1965) 

l C21GNIB32.5 25 Nov 1885 

Carrington (1883-Date) 

I C41HNIR29.5 II Jun 1883 cork 
2 CIGNIB27 2 Jul 1883 15 Oct 1883 target 
3 CIGTIB27 21 Jull885 6 Jul 188? duplex 

Glenfield (1886ffiate) 

l ClGNlB27 5 Jul 1889 cork (2) 

Larrabee (1882-1910) 

I ClGNlB26.5 7 Feb 1891 7 Mar 1896 cork 

Melville (1883-1967) 

l ClGN3B26.5 25 Dec 1888 27 Oct 188? target 

Newport (1882-1883) 

None Reported 

Notes: 
I - In Doane-Thompson's Catalog of U.S. County and Postmaster Postmarks (Edited by Kenneth L. Gilman). 
2 - Postmark tracing is not available. 
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Pennsylvania Postal History Notes 

Tom Clarke 

This year marks the twenty-fifth anniversary 
of the Pennsylvania Postal History Society, 

1973-1998. It's a fairly routine organization. It 
does the usual things: it carries a small treasury 
surplus for purchasing things like exhibit medals, 
in honor of late members of note, and particularly 
for publishing its bulletin. It, too, sponsors gath
erings, exhibits, and lectures at local and national 
stamp shows. 

There have been greater and lesser periods of 
activity in this society as with other groups. It's 
goal, like other's, is to spread the postal history 
word and encourage and publish research on a 
myriad of topics germane to Pennsylvania collect
ing. This writer feels the group has been, argua
bly, ahead of other groups in postal history stud-

ies and write-ability. That fact was made abund
antly clear when recently compiling the Anniver
sary Edition of the Index to the Pennsylvania 
Postal Historian. 

PaPHS membership hovers at a moderate 
200-250 and has done so for some time. As with 
other societies, its members may move out of 
state but most remain happily tied to their roots. 
Membership maps in the IOOth edition of the 
Historian in December 1989 showed members in 
Washington State, Oregon, and California --skip 
the Rockies and Plains states except for one mem
ber in Denver, and was well represented in the 
South, and very well in the Midwest and the rest 
of the East (Figure 1). 

Within Pennsylvania, members were scattered 

1. The USA as seen through the eyes of PaPHS membership, 1989. 
across a wide 
belt that suspi
cious! y cen
tered on the 
route of the 
Pennsy I vania 
Turnpike 
across the 
south. In addi
tion, the north
east and Pitts
burgh and 
Western PA 
counties bore a 
good number 
of members. 

45 
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to study and collect 
might try these 
counties. (figure 3) 

Bringing things up 
to 1998, dealer Jim 
Forte, of Las Vegas, 
has a cover/cancella
tion business that has 
been continually grow
ing for at least those 
same nine years. He 
has been on the inter
net (www .postalhistory 
.com) for about a year 
now and introduces his 
lengthy state listings 
with relevant, straight
forward comments_ 

2. Pennsylvania counties of interest to PA collectors, 1989. His Pennsylvania 

Collecting by county 
1 ike other state societies, the PaPHS over the 
L-years has monitored and polled its member

ship to see who collects what. When, in 1989, 
membership auctions were re-instituted from 
within the bi-monthly Historian, their county-col
lecting interests could be analysed. Of 67 coun
ties, this initial auction offered 19th to early 20th 
century cover lots that represented three-quarters 
of them (52 counties). 

What counties were of interest then (Figure 
2)? The areas of little interest nine years ago 
were southeastern counties (except well-collected 
Philadelphia) and the south-central farming coun
ties. Surprisingly, covers from what were con
sidered otherwise "unwanted" counties of the 
sparse northern and central forested region were 
readily snapped up. Commentary added, "Look 
at the interest in things western," meaning Pitts
burgh and its northern neighboring counties. 

1989 versus 1998 collecting 
At about the same time, then-President Nor-

man Shachat mentioned in a President's Message, 
[our] interest survey indicates a disproportion
ate interest in the cities and towns at either end 
of the state. Several dealers have mentioned 
that they can't give away material from the in
terior counties. Anyone searching for a new 
and fertile, and relatively noncompetitive area 

observations are inter
esting in that they show little change from the 
1989 PaPHS findings. His words echo Shachat's 
and the 1989 auction: 

The market for Pennsylvania covers is strictly 
divided by county. A couple of general rules 
apply. first there is a marked preference for 
19th century material and especially stampless 
covers. Second, material from western Pennsyl
vania is scarcer and, of course, more avidly col
lected. The most popular collecting areas are 
the independent post offices of Philadelphia 
county and the oil producing areas in Northwest 
Pennsylvania. There exist two happy accidents, 
Bucks County and lancaster County, that are 
both avidly collected and material exists in 
some abundance. There are many, many areas 
with little collector interest and tons of avail
able material . ... (Author's emphasis). 

Limited collections miss something 
The conclusion is that large areas of history 

and culture will be missed by parochial collectors 
interested only in their local surroundings. As 
with so many other states' postal historians. 

With a state as large as Pennsylvania (fourth 
most populous in 1989, fifth now), it garners a 
fraternity of less than 250 to study its past 
through letters and postal affairs. (And it is quite 
willing to do it in a solitary manner and then pub
lish the results.) Where are all the covers and 
stampless that must exist but that no one collects? 
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Interests per county 

... 4- ' 

It must 
mean that deal
ers and large 
basement/ huge 
rec room col
lectors must be 
sitting on car
tons (maybe 
literally) filled 
with the stamp
less and early 
stamped items 
from counties 
for which there 
is no market. 
(And, too, 
grandma or an
tique dealers 
must have a 
trunkfuls that 

3. Member Tom Mazza's idea for Interest Groups, 1990. The grey areas show counties with 
no admitted collector interest (half as many as the year before -was some inters! stirred?). 

no one shows interest in.) 

And so they are resting, awaiting a rising 
population and more collectors, or perhaps an 
historical book or movie to come along that will 
fire people's imaginations for those unsung coun
ties. A few from either category just might take 
up postal history as a fascinating hobby and mir
ror to the past. And with their curiosity will de
velop more sales, more research, and certainly 
freed up storage space with less clutter. 

In another way, when you think of it; Jim 
Forte's and other's Internet sites may be a needed 
god-send for those shadowy uncollected counties. 
Listed benignly there amidst popular covers, at 
least they won't be discarded. One can list quan
tities of popular and unpopular area covers and 
cards, per state, per county, per usage, however, 
on several screen pages and sit back. No exces
sive overhead for mailings listing items that have 
no customer base. They await quietly those new 
customers to bite. 

(What's a society to do? 

Parenthetically, while attempting to organize 
and motivate its PaPHS members and help 

to coordinated research, an interests-network was 
proposed. It suggested breaking the state into six 
regions. These were broadly configured to con-

tain the popular collecting areas (=counties) 
along with the little collected ones. 

It was an excellent idea. Hopefully it might 
have facilitated the projected Assistant Editor
ships. This done, the Historian could have of
fered more detailed, continuing coverage of all 
parts of the state, report recent local cover finds, 
illustrate new cancel discoveries, and expand re
search in general. 

It never got off the ground. Why? Maybe 
because there are just so many hours in a week· 
end and much else commands collectors' time. 
Perhaps, too, the very nature of a collector is a 
calm, singular avocation? If so, the majority of 
members don't want to be overly organized, only 
to relax, reflect, and have fun? 

Also consider that few collectors out of a 
group as small as 250 can be expected to be the 
analytical, dogged, research-writer type. After 
all, as overweight as the nation of American men 
and women reportedly is, even Jenny Craig can 
only round up a dozen people at a time per town 
to try to work her wiles --and she offers direct 
and visible benefits!) 

A handful of covers and letters 
Given the "uncollectability" of some material, 

we nonetheless all have a dozen or a gross of 
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A. Three stampless, Aug 1838-)an 1842, that seem to bear an add'J 2 cents delivery/pickup(!) notation. 

covers that no one would show the least bit of in- could research this and documetn the story. 
terested in. No profit will be made on them, no B. An interesting cover from Easton, Aug 
retirement option. Why did we select them? 1845, shows evidence of a postal charge account 

One of them may have a common cancel and in the upper left. J(ohn) Able, the sender, was 
routine usage but carry a full-bodied, colorful debited the 10 cent mail tab. 
marking --one with personality. Or a curious Out of courtesy, Mr Able pre-paid the letter 
semi-literate name and address. Another. a since he was indebted to tL~ addressee for "the 
namesake on the cover or in the contents. And box of Roots, for which Bro:her Samuel was very 
surely we all hold onto mailables that were anxious, I assure you, as his ho:alth has not been 
stamped or addressed to our hometowns. And very good since you were at ou1 place." The let-
positively, some have fascinating contents that ter goes on, "He considers himself very much in-
rivit our attention. debted to you, for the trouble you h1d in 

Innumerable rationales tell us to pop for just obtaining them .... " 
that one more. What follow are a few of this sort A self-respecting individual never caused the 
of letter and cover. Such items rest in our care recipient to pay for mail to whom they were 
for the meantime till they move on. obliged, as this well shows, nor for a variety of 

The following come from Pennsylvania, from other ethical reasons, asking favors, etc. 
those areas that haven't elicited much interest be- C. A simple postal card originally sent on 
tween 1989 and now. They're ignored simply July 31, 1896, then remailed on August 3 with a 
because they come from the wrong part of the second Doremus machine cancel on an added 2c 
state. For now, their age is their greatest value. Washington. Is the Carnegie Handstamp, dated 
But each has a something. Aug I, actually a forwarding address? Was the 

The Covers 
A. These three crisp Chambersburg Bank 

covers all show a l_ manuscript mark on the bot· 
tom left. Is this a pickup fee for the convenience 
of the Bank in Chambersburg (it's in the hand
writing of the addressor)? Collectors of the town 

card held at the Post Office for the "EAST END. 
CITY" handstamp to be applied, yet not other
wise indicated officially as a bad address? Was it 
purposefully send at a first class rate upon remail
ing? 

This is a Pittsburgh card, and Pittsburgh is 
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B. Post Office postage charge account for the convenience 
of the sender: "charge J. Able" upper left. 

//) 

C. A Carnegie Steel-bound postal card with a curious story. 
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C. A Carnegie Steel-bound postal card with a curious story. 
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not an uncollected locale, but the Carnegie asso
ciation and the curious posting makes it worthy of 
holding (besides, I think it cost a nickel). 

D. Here's a modern item, December, 1950, 
which in many eyes immediately makes it uncol
lectable, aside from coming from a Jess than de
sirable, north-central Clinton County. But it's a 
tlood cover, thanks to one of the many inunda
tions of the mighty Susquehanna River. 

The tlood possible affected a mailbox near 
the sender's home. Ice jam, rapid snow melt, or 
late fall downpour? There's a light "OK" where 
the stamp had been. Smeary, ground in mud 
stains disfigure (or enhance?) the front, abck, and 
insides, and the enclosure, from a niece to her 
aunt grieving that her husband may have to go to 
war (Korea). 

There is an OX18 seal on the back tlap and 
the Post Office's apologetic "Delayed by tlood
/Lock Haven/Pa" adds icing to the cake. Pretty 
good postal tale after half a century even though 
it's an orphan in the collecting-storm. 

E. Brunnerville, Lancaster County, falls into 
the category of being a "happy accident" accord
ing to Jim Forte, having many covers and good 
collecting interest. But this cover and letter has 
no postea! history appeal per se, except for a nice 
even dial marking. It's the insides that give it its 
appeal. 

A young lady from this Pennsylvania Dutch 
region, had been to the Centennial in Philadelphia 
three years before and its paintings had impressed 
her so she could still remember to shetch it in 
water color-like ink on the last page. Old-timey, 
but is that a castle on the ridge? And grazing 
critters in the mid distance, and a top-hatted fel
low (?) waving at mid left. Her English bespeaks 
foreign climes as she goes on to mention seeing 
there "a staddue [statue] painting from a staddue 
down at the centennial." Neat. 

F. This item is a "Way" letter that was writ
ten in Lawrenceville, several rugged miles east of 
the Nelson Post Office still remains a mile or so 
south of the New York State border in north
central Pennsylvania. The front is appropriately 
inscribed and rated, 6 cents for the distance and 
one cent for the pickup privilage. 

The history book says there were 9,000 peo
ple living in Tioga county in 1830 and no doubt 
very well spread out as there are still large 
stretches of game and forest lands there today be
sides the postmaster at Deerfield, to whom the 
letter was written, in 1834. 

The writer, a storekeep it seems, wants the 
postmaster to sell him 200 pounds of butter if he 
has it on hand! Proof that the post office was a 
mere adjunct to a larger, primary business in 
many early offices. 

Deerfield (not a village but a township name) 
was about 15 miles west of Nelson. Its proper 
name was Knoxville, which is still there, but 
whether the sender knew the correct name or 
merely aimed it toward the township is conjec
ture. 

Given the geologic and primitive conditions 
present at the time, the postman probably had a 
better chance of getting the communication 
through than the sender himself could. 

The last sentence is a wonderful one: 
" ... pleas write me by return male." He might be 
referring to the gender of the posttnan, though the 
word 'male' is literally scrawled 'mule' which, 
given the rocky terrain, might be just what the 
sender figured appropriate! 

G. Uniontown, in Fayette County, in the far 
southwest portion of the state, was another tank 
town on the vaudeville circuit for the likes of the 
writers of this tiny "post card." They were Jack 
and Mabel, Musical Comedians, as their business 
card on the reverse reads. They were sending 
word back to New York City that they had "ar
rived safe" (on the way to ... ?). Probably the 
smalles possible communication that could be sent 
through the mail, long since repudiated by the 
Post Office of course, but in 1904, a 1-3/4 x 2-
7/8 piece of light card was still a viable mailing 
medium. 

H. Next to last is a clean Montrose, Susque
hanna County, postal card from the far northeast 
of the state. A UX3 with a nice cork killer du
plex of March 25, 1874. Taking advantage of the 
cheap card rates, people experimented with put
ting letter -sized sentiments onto postcard sized 
space, however clipped the sentence structure, till 
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word spread about prying eyes reading others' 
thoughts. It was a considerable turn of con
science at the time. 

Here, we have Father writing to Son in a sort 
of diary fashion. Question: does the Father know 
the difference between a pints and quarts? 

Montrose March 25 I 74 

Received your card Saturday. Have sent the 
Messenger and truch as near as could -Have not 
got the one 'Come to jesus' but sent one very 
near like it -It is a cold pleasant morning -Mr 
Drake was taken yesterday morning at 6 o'clock 
with nose bleed -He called in Doct Halsen bled 
over two quarts and [in) 4 hours and ten min
utes -it altered his looks amazingly -the family 
were quite alarmed -ten o'clock Just called over 
to see him -he is rather better -looks pale -has 
the backache and feels very week. 

Ther [Thur?) at 1/2 past 8 -Mother has just been 
sprinkling your filauts [violets?) & the Sun 
makes them glisten -Julie Tyler is pretty well 
with a new comer of nine pounds. 

2 PM Have been at store some two hours -Good 
Sarah Walker has gone to her Heavenly Home
her reamins are consigned to Mother earth to 
day in Friendsville 

affectionately Father 

A fuss at Friendsville -Sheriff gone over 

I. A letter content that is very satisfying de
spite the rattyy cover bearing a fair DILLS
BURGH/PA. (in souther York County) dial. 
After reading it, we get the idea that church lead
ership aims as much at the stomach as it does the 
heart. 

The lady writes to Mrs Boyd Van Doren at 
Princeton, New Jersey (which sounds like "qual-. 
ity" to me). The contents certainly speak to the 
fashionable circles that the sender travels in --if 
only for the feed bag she and her friends put on at 
every possible instance. 

Her husband is a minister, we read, busy 
composing his sermon. The two of them "have 
been on the go nearly every day for the last two 
weeks." On thisparticular February, winter day 
in a sleigh, 
... we were all wrapped up and I don't know 
when I enjoyed a ride so much. We stopped 
about ten miles from here to warm then drove 
on to Oxford went to a good hotel ordered a 
big dinner of chicken, beef steak &c --<!very
thing very nice after dinner ... about four 

o'clock started for home -stopped at Petersburg 
about eight miles from here got an oyster sup
per and reached Poters about half mile out of 
town where the Sociable was. .. Everyone ex
pressed themselves well pleased with the days 
ride. Friday ... I killed the turkey Mrs Nunper 
(?) had sent us ... that evening after they had 
gone Mrs Dr Sheares came in & brought us a 
nice lot of lard sausage &c and said the Dr was 
coming down too so I got Mr l to run up street 
for some oysters ... we played dominoes which 
the Dr is very fond of. My oysters were fine. I 
forgot to say Thursday night we were out to a 
party and Saturday night to an oyster supper 
with our new dentist and wife. I went up to 
him a few days ago to have some work done to 
my teeth which he did very nicely and cleaned 
them all up and would not take a cent. Monday 
morning I took a notion to give a party that 
night for a lady that was visiting here with some 
one we are anxious to get in our church, so we 
invited about eight gentlemen with their wives . 
. . the table looked very pretty we had stewed 
oysters & raw, celery, coffee oranges cut up & a 
large dish of whole ones apply hickory nuts al
mond nuts & raisins ... before supper they 
played croquet, authors, dominoes and letters, 
then while we were setting the table they all 
went in the empty room and played blind mans 
buff which they seemed to enjoy best of all and 
after supper they were all in there again and 
kept it up until after eleven when we had some 
singing and it was past twelve before all left. 
The congregation are so negligent to strangers 
that if we don't show them special atten
tionsthey drift off into other churches. Our sup
per cost about five dollars but I don't think we 
will lose anything on it. Every Saturday Mr 
Henry Spahrs drives in from the Country and 
takes me out to give his daughter a lesson on 
the organ . . . . We enjoy the ride so much that 
I tell them I won't take any pay for it so they 
give me twice what it is worth in milk, meat, 
apples and other good things .... 

J. A pretty cover from the Friendsville men
tioned in "H" above (where the 'fuss' occurred) 
that bears a very fine #26 with a blue S-0-N dial 
dated April 14, 1860. The letter is interesting 
too in that it's the only one I recall frankly dis
cussing getting a divorce, so rare in the 'olden 
days.' Henry Whitney is described as a no-ac
count trouble maker, who cannot support his 
wife. She, Cornelia, asks the addressee to inter
cede and talk to Henry about her intentions (actu
ally it's her parent's wishes). It's a tough 
request, she realizes, knowing that the addressee 
lost money when he loaned it to Henry --who'll 
never pay it back-- at her suggestion. 
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E. A budding artist down on the farm? An 1879 "Dutchified" lady writer takes on Rembrandt? 

. The lady who licked this stamp suggests Friendsville PA wasn't too friendly in 1860 . 
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The Post Offices of Morgan County, Kentucky 
by Robert M. Rennick 

(continued from July 1998) 

After several short distance moves Samuel D. Hamil
ton, in May 1909, had the office name changed to Sil
verhill, presumably for the silver tint of the clay on the 
side of a local hill. 

The Goodsey post office, which operated from De
cember 21, 1898 through October 1912, has not been 
precisely located. According to its only postmaster Lou 
Walsh's Site Location Report, it would serve a store and 
school one mile north of Elk Fork, four road miles east 
of Pomp, five miles south of Steele, and five miles north 
ofWest Liberty. Small scale maps of the early twentieth 
century place it east of Mordica Branch, but on the road 
between West Liberty and Lenox, six miles west of the 
latter. From this I think it might have been the predeces
sor of the Lick Branch post office. In any case, it was 
probably named for Samuel Goodsey (1831?-1923), an 
area farmer who had come from Pulaski County. 

We know that the Lick Branch post office was located 
on the present Ky 172, just north of where this road 
crosses Elk Fork, a mile southwest of the most recent site 
of the Lenox post office, and probably half a mile south 
ofGoodsey. Between November 5, 1924 and mid-No
vember 1933, it served the short-lived Evans-Thompson 
stave mill and later a school and some homes. Amelia S. 
Walsh was its first postmaster. Its name source was the 
two mile long branch joining the Fork across from the 
post office. 

On the present Ky 437, at the head of Smith Creek, a 
branch of Paint Creek's Open Fork, was the Mima post 
office. Named for local resident Mirna (Mrs. John) Le
master, the daughter of Elijah and Mary Elizabeth Smith, 
it operated between December2, 1898 and 1992. Wiley 
B. Hill was its first postmaster. 

On September 16, 1899 William Thomas Caskey 
opened the Lenox post office at his store on Elk Fork, 
just below the mouth of Straight Creek. His first choice 
- Etta - gave way to the name of a brand of laundry soap 
said to have been suggested by a fellow storekeeper -
postmaster David Davis of Bascom (in Eliott County). 15 

In 1908 the Roper-Reese Lumber Company opened a 
band saw mill near the Lenox post office and began 
construction of a rail line up Straight Creek and Big 
Mandy that would connect with the newly completed 
Morehead and North Fork Railroad at Redwine. In 1916 
this company sold out to the American Lumber and 
Manufacturing Company of Pittsburgh, Pa. Whose local 
subsidiary, the Lenox Saw Mill Company, completed the 
six mile rail line, and founded the town of Lenox at the 

Roper-Reese site to house its nearly 500 employees and 
their families. Lenox with commissary, hotel, club 
house, hospital, and the other institutions of a company 
town, lasted little more than a decade. By the mid-1920's, 
with the depletion of the area's timber and the company's 
deteriorating financial condition, the mill and railroad 
closed, and the town was all but abandoned. The few 
buildings that weren't sold and moved away by 1939 
were nearly wholly destroyed by a flash flood. But the 
post office survived at several locations along Elk Fork 
and Ky 172, serving a scattered population below the 
mouth of Williams Creek. When it closed for good in 
1993, it was above and across from the mouth of Cow 
Branch. 

Crockett, one of the county's surviving post offices, 
is on Ky 172 and Fannin ForkofEik Fork, fourteen miles 
northeast ofWest Liberty. Its vicinity was first settled by 
Fannins, Hutchinsons, Fyffes, and Barkers, later joined 
by Wheelers, and for awhile the local settlement was 
called Wheeler Town. The post office was established 
on April I, 1900 and named by its first postmaster Peter 
Fannin for his ten year old son David Crockett Fannin. 
One of Morgan's five elementary schools was in this 
hamlet until it was recently replaced by the modem East 
Valley School, seven miles down the Fork. 

One of the descendants of the pioneer Nickell family 
was the first postmaster and probable name source of the 
NickeU post office. On August 10, 1900 Holly B. Nickell 
established this post office on what was then the Gevedon 
Fork of Grassy Creek (and is now Payton Fork). In 1949 
the office was moved nearly a mile down the fork to a 
point just south of the junction ofKy 205 and 705, 6 3/4 
miles south-southwest of West Liberty, where it closed 
in 1958. 

Kentucky had four post offices named for the Chinese 
capital, but no one knows why. One of these Pekins 
served farms and homes at three sites along the Upper 
Long Branch of Grassy Creek from August 16, 1900 
through March, 1954. James G. Yocum was its first 
postmaster. When it closed it was two miles east of the 
Pekin Pentecostal Church, and about eleven miles west 
of West Liberty. 

The inexplicably named Wilcox post office was prob
ably on Coon Creek, near its confluence with Broke Leg 
Creek, and two air miles north of Ezel. Washington C. 
Dehaven was its first postmaster, and it operated between 
September 11, 1900 and mid-May, 1915. 

Somewhere between the Laurel and Little Laurel 
Branches of the Licking and half a mile east of the river 
was a small tum-of-the-century lumber camp with a post 
office called Wellford Willard T. McGlone, alone, ran 
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the office from October 1, 1900 through November, 
1904. Its name source is unknown. 

Pennsylvania-born Major William J. Seitz, a Morgan 
County debt collector, is said to have had a daughter 
named Florress for whom the F/orress [flawrles] post 
office was named. This office was established about 2 
~ miles up Lacy Creek from the Licking River on June 
1, 1901, with George Winston Rice, postmaster. In 1931, 
for the convenience of its patrons, the office was moved 
1 ':4 miles down the creek to the mouth of Sugar Camp 
Branch, 8 ~ miles southeast of West Liberty, where it 
closed in 1975. Its service area is now called Lacys Creek 
for the stream that was probably named for pioneer 
settler John Lacy. 

At the upper end of Straight Creek, just south of the 
Elliott County line, John Hensley operated the Manker 
post office between July 16, 1901 and mid-September of 
the following year. More precisely, this may have been 
about half a mile above Rockhouse Branch, I 1h miles 
above what may have been the Steele post office's last 
location (and thus eight miles northeast ofWest Liberty). 
It was most likely named for an Ohio-born family of 
Millers who lived in West Liberty in 1880. The Rev. 
William W. Manker(ne 1826) later owned and operated 
a saw and flour mill in Maytown. His son William H. 
Manker (1859-1941) is listed in the 1900 Census as a 
traveling salesman. 

John S. Rittenhouse is said to have come to Morgan i 
County with the Ohio and Kentucky Railroad. On No~ 
vember 16, 1901 he established the Rittenhouse post 
office on upper Caney Creek, probably at the mouth of 
Big Staff Branch, midway between the developing Can
nel City and Adele. Early the following August, Myrtle 
L. Keyser had the post office name changed to Biggstaff 
(sic) for the less-than-a-mile long creek that heads near 
the Magoffm County line. The office closed at the end 
of June, 1905. 

For the first third of the twentieth century, Cannel City 
was a prosperous company town of some 1,500 residents 
centering at the mouth of Stone Coal Fork of Caney 
Creek. It extended for 1 ~ miles along the present Ky 
191, some twelve miles south of West Liberty. The town 
developed around the offices of the Kentucky Block 
Cannel Coal Company located there around 1900, and 
was named for the area's cannel coal mines. Also located 
there were the offices and shops of the affiliated Ohio 
and Kentucky Railroad which first extended from its 
junction with the Lexington and Eastern Railroad, just 
west ofJackson, to this point, twenty-six rail miles north, 
and after 19101~ the O&K's northern terminus on the 
Licking River. A dwindling coal supply, but mostly the 
closing of the rail line for financial reason in 1933, led to 
the closingofthe mines and the company's abandonment 
of the town. Little remains but some homes, one of the 

county's five elementary schools, and the local post 
office, in operation since JanWW 27, 1902. Harvey H. 
Hager was the first postmaster. 

Just south of John Williams' mill and the short-lived 
(1883) SweJnam post office on lower Caney Creek were 
the Lemon and Liberty Road post offices. Lemon was 
established on May 29, 1902 with Ida M. Elam, postmas
ter, on the west side of the creek, 2 ~ miles south of the 
Licking River. Its name source is not known. 

In 1912, on the arrival of the Caney Valley (which 
became the O&K) Railroad on the east side of Caney, a 
station was established called Liberty Road. It was 
named for its being at the railroad's junction with an old 
wagon road between the Bluegrass and West Liberty. On 
November 28, 1913 Minnie Phillips moved her Lemon 
post office to this site where it took the Liberty Road 
name. When it closed in 1956 the post office was one 
mile north of Index. 

Adele, on the State Road Fork of Red River, was 
established as a station on the O&K when the line was 
built between Jackson and Cannel City. It is said to have 
been named for the daughter of the railroad's first presi
dent William Delancey Walbridge. An effort to name its 
new post office for the station was probably precluded 
by an Adela post office having been established in Clay 
County the year before. So, with John M. Stricklin as its 
first postmaster, the Morgan County office opened on 
February 18, 1903 as Insko. After several local moves, 
the office arrived at the junction ofKy 13 and 191,3 ~ 
miles southwest of Cannel City, where it closed in the 
mid-1990's. Whence the name Insko is still in dispute. 
According to his niece, if was named for a turn~f-the
century postal inspector. 8 Residents think there was a 
local famil~ of that name whose descendants now live in 
Michigan. 9 Lynn Nickell, a county historian, recalled a 
lumber man named Dan Insko. Some Lexington Inskos 
believe it was named for a relative of theirs who ran 
another post office in the region. 

From June 13, 1903 through October 1937 the inex
plicably named Demund post office operated on the east 
bank of Salem Fork of Grassy Creek, on the present Ky 
205, three-quarters of a mile southwest of the Nickell 
post office's last site. Postmaster-designate Napolean P. 
Grabam 's first name preference was Lacy, for his wife's 
family. 

Equally inexplicable was the name applied to the 
Ebon [chblen] post office established by Ben F. McGuire 
on June 20, 1904. His first preferred name may have been 
Oval (already in use, as Ovil, in Christian County). The 
office was half a mile west of Blackwater Creek, on or 
near the present Rt. 1950, about a mile north of its 
junction with Ky 712, and sixteen miles west of West 
Liberty. After several short distance moves, in 1922 and 
1929, Ollie J. Bailey moved it two miles northwest to a 
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point on the Higgins Cemetery Road, half a mile east of 
the Menifee County line, where it closed in September 
1955. 

The Caney and West Liberty Railroad Company, or
ganized in 1904, built a line between Cannel City and 
Caney that soon extended up the present Spring Branch 
(which then may have been called Watson's Branch), 
over the hill, and down to the head of White Oak Creek's 
Right Fork Here, I Y.z miles east of Caney, a town was 
established to house the workers of the Piedmont Coal 
Company whose product, along with area timber proc
essed at a local mill, would be shipped by the C&WL to 
distant markets. In 1906 the railroad was reorganized as 
the Caney Piedmont and Morehead Company, and the 
following year it became a part of the O&K. But in less 
than a year the mill and station had closed and the town 
was abandoned. It had its own post office, as Piedmont, 
from March 20, 1905 through September 1906, with 
Charles Andrew McQuay, its only postmaster. 

According to local tradition, James F. Wallin, whose 
first choice Olga had just been pre-empted for a Russell 
County post office, was then inspired by a moonlit night 
to name hisnewofficeMoon. This office, on Ky 172, 17 
11.1 miles east-northeastofWest Liberty, served the upper 
end of Paint Creek's Open Fork between April 14, 1905 
and mid-May 1993. On Greasy Fork of Blackwater and 
Rt. 946 were the two sites of the Nannie post office. It 
was established on May 9, 1905 with Kelcy H. Murphy, 
postmaster. After his death, his widow Nannie A. ( 1869-
1923), for whom the office was probably named, took it 
over. in 1916 she married GeorgeS. Frost. In 1923 her 
successor Mrs. Grace Murphy moved the office three
quarters of a mile northwest where it closed in January, 
1938. 

William C. Nickell's post office would be called Little 
Caney for its site at the head of this Caney Creek branch, 
two miles south of the present US 460 at Greear, and 5 
1~ miles south-southeast of West Liberty. In his Site 
Location Report he wrote that if this name was not 
acceptable, the Post Office Department could select the 
name itself. Panama, probably for the canal, was the 
name chosen, and the office, with William C. and Martha 
Nickell, among its postmasters, operated between June 
14, 1905 and September, 1955. 

Jeff D. Rose first submitted his family's name for a 
post office that would serve a store on Sinking Creek, 
two miles north of the Licking River. Not able to call it 
this, he then submitted Jeston for his wife Victoria's 
mother Jeston Testerman Gevedon ( 1851-1959) of the 
Grassy Creek area. Rose and several others operated the 
office at three sites in the Sinking Creek area from 
August 28, 1905 through 1913. 

On September 23, 1915 Jeff D. Cox had the Jeston 
office reopened just south of the creek. He would call it 

W~ek 21 The local story goes that when this name and 
seventeen others submitted to the Post Office Depart
ment were rejected, Cox's daughter Pearl sent in two 
words Zig and Zag. The second was accepted, and the 
Zag post office operated at six area sites until it closed 
in 1965 when it was serving a store on Ky 976, half a 
mile west of 519, and 8 3/4 miles northwest of West 
Liberty. 

Samuel L. and Charles V. Reed, local storekeepers, 
ran a post office called Lamar from July 12, 1906 
through September, 1917. It began at a point on White 
Oak Creek's Right Fork, 2 1~ miles below (north of) 
Piedmont. In 1911 Charles had it moved one mile up the 
F ark, and three years later he moved it half a mile further 
up the Fork. County historians do not know the origin of 
the Lamar name. I'll venture a guess. Could it have 
honored the late Lucius Quintus Cincinnatus Lamar 
(1825-1893), the Georgia-born, Mississippi lawyer who 
served in the U.S. Senate (1877-1885) and as Cleve
land's Interior Secretary (1885-1888) before he was 
appointed to the U.S. Supreme Court? His post Civil War 
efforts at regional conciliation had a wide appeal in both 
the North and the South. 

On January 6, 1920, in the vicinity ofLamar's last site, 
Harrison H. Holliday, a twenty-two year old school 
teacher, reopened that office as Holliday. Here it contin
ued to serve the upper end of the Fork, 2 Y.z miles east of 
Caney, untill957. 

According to Charley D. Arnett's Site Location Re
ports, his Arnett post office, established on July 19, 1907 
was just north of the mouth of Blackwater Creek, at the 
terminus of the Licking River Railroad whose station 
was called Blackwater. By 1911 the station and the small 
village developing around it had taken the post office 
name. Arnett alone operated the office until it closed in 
January, 1913. The station and village were soon aban
doned. Current county highway maps have erroneously 
placed the office on the present Rt. 985, I 1~ miles north 
ofKy 772. 

In addition to Nannie, above, Morgan County's Mur
phys were involved with two other post offices. The first, 
simply Murphy, was probably named for the first of its 
two postmasters, Jerre M. Murphy, and was just south of 
Ezel, and one quarter of a mile west ofBiackwater Creek, 
in the vicinity of the junction of US 460 and Rt. 1010. 
The office operated between October 15, 1907 and mid
December, 1918. This section may now be known as 
Jericho though it is really a part of the larger Ezel 
community. 

The other office is Murphy Fork, 2 \12 miles up the 
stream of that name that joins the Oldfield Fork of Grassy 
Creek, just southwest of the Mize Church. It operated 
between January 27, 1926 and July, 1953. Its first two 
postmasters, the local storekeepers Benjamin Sherman 
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Murphy and his son Courtney, were descendants of the 
stream's early owners, settlers, and probable name 
sources, John and Nancy Murphy, who had acquired it 
in the 1830's. 

The Alice post office was probably at or near the 
mouth of Williams Creek, in the vicinity of the junction 
ofKy 172 and 437, for, according to its only postmaster, 
Noah C. Day, it was nearly three miles southwest of the 
Elk Fork post office, three miles north of the then site of 
Elamton, and three miles from Lenox - in short, about 7 
'l2 miles northeast of West Liberty. His proposed name 
Taft was then in use in Owsley County, so he named the 
office for his fourteen month old daughter, Alice Faye 
Day. He alone operated it between December 26, 1907 
and mid-October, 1918. 

In 1905, John W. Wrigley of the Clearfield Lumber 
Company of Pennsylvania bought J.W. Buchwalter's 
land with its timber and coal holdings on the upper end 
of the Licking River's North Fork. To exploit that area's 
resources he built a railroad from his company's mill at 
Clearfield, near Morehead, to Loveland, that was even
tually extended to Lenox and Rush Branch. At Buchwal
ter's, three miles west of Loveland, where two stores had 
already been located, he founded a town called Wrigley. 
Its post office was established on June 9, 1908, with 
Joseph F. Reed, postmaster, just prior to the opening of 
the local rail station. The latter soon became the rail 
shipping point for an important coal and timber produc
ing area in northern Morgan County. With the depletion 
of the area's resources came the abandonment of the 
rnilroad in the early 1930's, and the beginning of the 
community's present status as a crossroads hamlet with 
store, school, post office, and coal depot at the junction 
ofKy 7 and 711, 8 'l2 miles north ofWest Liberty. The 
post office lost its independent status in the early 1990's 
and is now a community post office. 

Morgan County's easternmost post office was Elna. 
In fact, it was established on August 4, 1908, just within 
the Johnson County line, on the north bank of Big Paint 
Creek. Haden Williams, the first postmaster, is said to 
have named it for his daughter Ida Elna (nee 1884) who 
had married Williams' successor Polk Pendleton. On 
February 21, 1924 Pendleton's successor, Mr. Rosslyn 
Williams, moved the office three-quarters of a mile to a 
site just within Morgan County. By 1929 and until it 
closed in October 1980, the office was on Rt. 3214, the 
county line, and one mile north of Big Paint. 

Guy Williams gave his family name to the Williams 
post office on the present US 460, a quarter of a mile east 
ofWhite Oak Creek's Left Fork, and I% miles south of 
the White Oak Post Office. Established on March 6, 
1909, it lasted until 194 2. 

From August 17, 1909tomid-September, 1913 Lou
tisha (or Lauticia) Elam operated the Dorsie post office 

which her husband David Preston Elam had applied for. 
It was probably on Wheelrim Fork ofJohnson Creek for, 
according to Elam's Site Location Report, it was to be 
three miles northeast of the Belknap post office in Wolfe 
County, three miles northwest of Magoffm County's 
Elmore post office, and four miles west of the Netty post 
office. Nothing has been learned of its name. 

The Dehart post office, named for the family of its 
first postmaster David Boone Dehart, operated between 
October 5, 1909 and late July, 1963 at three sites a mile 
up Greasy Creek from the Licking River. It was most 
recently on Ky 772,2 1/l miles from 519, and seven miles 
northwest ofWest Liberty. 

Two Morgan County post offices were undoubtedly 
named for Lizzies whose specific identities are not 
known. The earlier, simply Liwe, was established on 
April I, 1910 on Straight Creek, three miles southeast of 
Loveland-Redwine Station, and as many miles north of 
Lenox. It thus probably served the area earlier served by 
the Steele and Manker post offices. David N. Trimble, 
its first postmaster and the local storekeeper, found his 
family's name already in use in Pulaski County, so he 
chose Liwe instead. Some say he named it for a daugh
ter, but there is no record of his having a daughter by this 
name. However, his brother Marion G. did then have a 
five year old named Lizzie. Also, an older Elizabeth C. 
Trimble (1853-1933) is listed in county records. In any 
event, the office closed in November 1919, but was 
re-opened on March 12, 1930 with Marion as postmaster, 
and closed for good in November, 1934. 

The other office was Liwelane. It was established on 
April5, 1916 with Mattie (Mrs. William) Burton, post
master, on the upper end of Stacy Fork. When, in 1919, 
Lula F. Nickell moved the office one-quarter of a mile 
southwest to a store probably in the vicinity of Nickell 
School, it was I 1h miles southwest of the first Payton 
post office. A slim possibility was that Mrs. Burton had 
named her office for a neighbor and in-law Lizzie De
board (Mrs. Robert H.) Nickell (nee ca. 1878). Whence 
Lane is not known. The office closed in May, 1927. 

The Payton post office which also served the upper 
Stacy Fork area from March 30, 1921 through October, 
1964 was established by Mack K. Peyton and named for 
his family. The post office Department apparently mis
read his application, recording the name as Payton, and 
it was never corrected. Curiously, neither was the spell
ing of the name of nearby Payton Fork, also named for 
the descendants of Morgan County pioneer magistrate 
Daniel Peyton. In 1932 the Payton post office was moved 
200 yards south, and in December, 1933 it was relocated 
two-thirds of a mile north at the site on Rt. 844 shown on 
contemporary maps. 

When the O&K Railroad reached the Licking River 
in 1912 it established there the Licking River Station. 



60 September 1998 La Posta 

This was just east of the mouth of Caney Creek. In a 
building owned by the railroad, half a mile from the 
tracks, and three miles north of the Liberty Road post 
office, the Licking River post office was opened on May 
14, 1912, with Dr. Charles C. Burton, postmaster. When 
the railroad was discontinued in 1933, most of the area 
businesses dependent on it were closed and a number of 
buildings were tom down. One of these was the building 
housing the local post office which, in October 1934, was 
relocated one-quarter of a mile east. Four years later the 
office was moved back to a site close to its original 
location where it closed in July, 1956. 

On Little Caney Creek and the present US 460, two 
miles south of Index, William Bolton Greear (1868-
1958) established the Greear post office on April 2, 
1915. In 1922 Pearlie Greear moved the office half a mile 
west, and in 1935 J. Eugene Halsey moved it three-quar
ters of a mile east where it closed in March, 1957. 

Somewhere on Vance Fork was the short-lived (May 
26, 1915 through January, 1916) post office of Wise. 
Since Jane Salyer Vance, its only postmaster, was unable 
to name it for the 2 Yz mile long stream, she suggested 
WISe for her husband Henry Wise Vance (1877-1961). 
Henry was a son of Alexander W. and Almarinda Elam 
Vance and a descendant of John Clay Vance, for whom 
this branch ofWhite Oak Creek's Right Fork was named. 

Rexville was another post office that was given some
one's middle name. This office, a mile up Nickell Fork 
of Caskey (a Grassy Creek tributary), and II Y4 miles 
southwest of West Liberty, was named for Alvin Rex 
Childers, the seven year old son of Zepha and Ethel 
Childers, neighbors of the first postmaster George W. 
Brewer. It operated from May 23, 1924 through Febru
ary, 1959. 

The settlement of Whee/rim had a post office called 
Burg. This was established on October 6, 1924 by Kel
son H. Risner, postmaster, whose family name and some
thing like Burgentender were first suggested for its 
name. Risner was already in use in Floyd County; the 
other, too long, was shortened to Burg. The office oper
ated through June, 1955. The settlement was named for 
its location two miles up the Wheelrim Fork of Johnson 
Creek, at the mouth ofElam Branch, and a mile north of 
the junction of Morgan, Wolfe, and Magoffin Counties. 

According to tradition, Whee/rim Fork was named 
when some early settlers spied the rim of an old wagon 
wheel that someone had thrown up in the branches of a 
tree on its banks. For years, the community was also 
officially known as Burg until in 1965 the U.S. Board on 
Geographic Names decided in favor of the local prefer
ence for Whee/rim. But, for some reason, the board saw 
fit to spell the name of both settlement and stream as 
Wheel Rim. Now Burg as a name is all but forgotten. 

Buskirk was another post office serving a community 
with a different name. The community of Salem and the 
Grassy Creek fork at whose head forks it is located, were 
named for the local Christian church established around 
1884 by Richard Phipps. But since Salem was already 
the name of a Livingston County post office, Thomas J. 
Buskirk, the postmaster-designate, gave his own fam
ily's name to the Morgan County office established on 
March 9, 1925. The two names continue to be used 
interchangeably to identify the community at the junc
tion ofKy 705 and 844, one-quarter of a mile east of the 
new Ky 205, and 9 \4 miles south-southwest of West 
Liberty. The post office closed in 1993. 

The inexplicably named Apple post office was oper
ated by Richard M. Hamilton from August 9, 1926 
through February, 1931 on the present Ky 772,just north 
of the Lower Long Branch Road (Rt. 3345), 2 1h miles 
northeast of Ezel. Hamilton's preferred name Noah is 
equally inexplicable. 

Another unusually named post office actually bore a 
number written out as Twenty Six. From May 3, 1927 
through November, 1956, it served the Perry Bend 
neighborhood, sometimes called Mussel Shoals, just 
west of the Licking River and north of the mouth of 
Grassy Creek. The office was on the present Ky 772, 7 
1h miles northeast of Ezel and five miles southwest of 
K y 519. Its first postmaster Mrs. Martha Rowland is said 
to have submitted a list of twenty-five names to the Post 
Office Department and then added a twenty-sixth, the 
year she applied for the post office. 

On May 4, 1927 Charley Rudd established the New 
Cummer post office just west of Grassy Creek, two 
miles north of the Grassy Creek post office, and 8 Yz 
miles west-southwest ofWest Liberty. It closed in March 
1941, and its name source has never been learned. 

Cottle, the recently closed post office just north of the 
junction of US 460 (Ky 7) and Ky 364, and just east of 
the Licking River, was established on March 11, 1931 
with Herltert Hammonds, postmaster. It was named for 
the descendants of pioneer settler Joseph Cottle. 

On Ky 711, at the mouth of Devils Fork of the Licking 
River's North Fork, was the Blairs MiUs Stadon on the 
Morehead and North Fork Railroad. In 1932,just before 
the railroad's cessation, Otis Cassity established the local 
post office and called it Leisure. According to local 
tradition, the men who loafed at John Cassity's store 
were considered to be :!fe "leisure class." The office 
closed in August, 1941. 1 

Morgan's last post office to be established was Gor
don Ford on the south bank of the Licking, four miles 
south of West Liberty. This was just below the site of a 
natural fording place on the river at low tide and a ferry 
operated by Joe Gordon who had settled there in the 
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1830's. Cora Keeton was the first postmaster of the office 
that operated from 1946 through March, 1957. 

On February 2, 1894 Jerome Oakley was appointed 
postmaster of the Ollie post office that would have been 
located in the Pleasant Run area. 

Somewhere on K y 172, between the Elk Fork and 
Crockett offices, would have been the 0 'Rear post of
fice, established in April, 1902 and probably named for 
Edward C. O'Rear, then a twenty-nine year old West 
Liberty lawyer who later became Chief Justice of the 
Kentucky Court of Appeals. 

The noted Easterling family of the Cottle-Fiorress
White Oak area (or one or more of its members) may 
have given their name to an unlocated post office estab
lished on November 8, 1904 with David Allen, postmas
ter.22 

A/wilda was established on March 26, 1906 by Sarah 
J. (Mrs. John W.) Fyffe and may have been named for 
Alwilda Fyffe, the twenty year old daughter of Mary 
Fyffe. According to Lynn Nickell, this office was prob
ably in the Paint Creek area of the county. 

Mrs. Pearl Fairchild's order of April 15, 193 for the 
Medowlawn post office could have anticipated by a year 
the Lick Branch office for, according to Lynn Nickell, 
it would have been on Elk Fork between Mordica and 
Indian Creeks. 

Seven of Morgan's ninety-five post offices (West 
Liberty, Ezel, Cannel City, Crockett, Malone, Elk Fork, 
and Ophir) are still active. Wrigley remains a community 
post office served by West Liberty. Five offices were 
established but their authorizations were later rescinded 
and they were never in operation. 

Forty Morgan post offices were named for local or 
county residents. One may have been named for a U.S. 
president. Four had geographic or locational references. 
Two were named for the county itself, though one of 
these was later to be better known by another name. Six 
were named for distant places (two from the Bible). 
Sixteen were derived from other named features in their 
immediate area (eleven of these were streams, three were 
mills, one was a local road, and one was a ford. Seven of 
these other features also bore the names of local persons 
or families.) 

The Biblical Matthew may have given his name to one 
office. Three names reflected the area's economy --<>ne 
was the name of a local mining company; another was a 
product of local mining operations; and a third was the 
name of a product found on a store shelf. One office may 
have been named for a local horse. Three names could 
be considered symbolic or have what some might call 
imaginative or figurative derivations. Two names are 
said to have been influenced by the application for the 
offices themselves. For seventeen post offices, however, 

name derivations have not yet been learned. Also, seven 
offices have not been precisely located. 

Twenty-six post office names were not those first 
proposed for them. Twelve offices had names different 
from those of the communities they served. Four offices 
had name changes. 

FOOTNOTES 
1 Robert M. Rennick, Kentucky Place Names, Lex

ington: University Press ofKentucky, 1984, P. 313, from 
an account shared by Lynn Nickell, Morgan County 
his1orian, on December I, 1978. 

Nathan, Wallace, Francis, and William Brown, post
masters of Head of Paint, are not to be confused with the 
B~wns of Rockhouse on the Licking River. 

The only other post office called Relief in the U.S. 
is in Mitchell County, North Carolina. It is said to have 
gotten its name this way: a man was walking to the local 
store to pick up a bottle of Heart's Relief, a medicinal 
tonic with a high alcohol content. On his way he told a 
friend that he was going to pick up some Relief. The 
friend thought he heard him say he was going to Relief 
to pick up some medicine, and from that local people 
began to say that they too were going to Relief. So the 
post office took that name. (From Donald L. McCourry, 
Us Poor Folks and the Things of Dog Flat HoUow, 
Winston-Salem: John F. Blair, 1975, p. 71). 

4 The Walnut Grove Baptist Church was later moved 
down the creek to the mouth of Stacy Fork but retained 
its ~arne. 

According to local tradition, Walnut Grove was, for 
a time, nicknamed Pinhook for the bent pins residents 
oftgn used for fishing. 

Caney seems unlikely to have been named, as is 
locally believed, for one Elcaney Lykins, the son of 
Caleb and Poly Lykins, for he was not born until several 
years after the post office was established and given that 
muye. 

The creek has always been Devil's Fork, and, in
deed, Stamper's petition called for the possessive, but 
pofl! records officially list it without one. 

According to the Postal Route Map of 1884, the 
original Yocum post office was five road miles southeast 
of Paragon (on the North Fork) and 9 Yz road miles 
northwest ofWest Liberty. 

9 A post office called simply Fanin was established 
in E61iott County in 1900. 

1 The same account has been given for the Elkhorn 
Creek in the Bluegrass. See Robert M. Rennick, Ken
tucky's Bluegrass: A Survey of the Post Offices, Lake 
Gryre, Or: The Depot, 1993, P. 91. 

The May's first name choice for their new office 
was Clyde. Incidentally, Flatwoods was so identified in 
an 1840 survey of land owned by John and Lewis Henry. 
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(According to Willard Rouse Jillson, The Kentucky 
Land Grants, two volume edition, Baltimore: Genea-
1~~ Publishing Company, 1971, Vol. II, PP. 1337). 

The Biblical Ophir, referred to several times in the 
Old Testament, is believed to have been within the bor
de? of the present Yemen. 

3 W. Lynn Nickell, compiler, U.S. Postal Service
Morgan County, Ky, 1822-1990, Updated 1992- Of
fices and Postmasters at the Kennedy Library in West 
Liberty, P. 55./ndex, however, is hardly a unique Ameri
can place name. Several western elevations (in South 
Dakota, Washington and Wyoming) were so named for 
their resemblance to a pointing index finger. (cfGeorge 
R. Stewart, American Place Names, New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1970, P. 219.) At least one other 
American post office has borne this name -an office in 
Snohomish County, Washington was named for the 
neffY mountain. 

According to Harlan R. Brown's Brief History of 
Our Early Life and Morgan County, Kentucky, Ash
land, 1950. P. 30, Tarkiln Branch was named for a 
pioneer kiln that burned pine knots to make grease for 
w~naxles. 

Pauline D. Blair, Davis' daughter-in-law, in the 
Licking Valley Courier, August 25, 1958. 

16 In 191 0 the Lexington and Eastern Railroad was 
ac~~ired by the Louisville and Nashville Railroad. 

Cannel Coal, the term applied to the compact and 
readily burning coal, may have been corrupted from 
"candle coal", describing its propensity to bum like a 
bright flame. (cf W. Lynn Nickell, The Last Train to 
Jackson, West Liberty, 1991, p. 3). 

18 Everett Bach of Jackson, Ky., interviewed by the 
wri~r on June 30, 1978. 

1 No Inskos are listed in Morgan County's 1900 
Cey3us. 

Could Cox's preferred name Wick have honored 
the late Kentucky Congressman John "Wick" Kendall, 
a ~prgan County native? 

The Leisure post office established in Madison 
Coyrty, Indiana in 1888 was named for a local family. 

Henry, one of the earliest of the Easterlings (ca. 
1799-1876) is buried at the old White Oak Cemetery 
below the Allen Cemetery. William T. Easterling (1857-
1940) lived on Lacy Creek and is buried in his family's 
cemetery just south of the Florress post office. 
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Figure 1. This cover displays two postal markings used at the San Francisco Port of Embarkation post office at Fort 
Mason. The "football" shaped marking has not been seen used at any other military installation. 

POSTAL FACILITIES OF UNITED STATES DOMESTIC 
MILITARY INSTALLATIONS IN WORLD WAR II: 

Port of Embarkation and Army Hospital 
Updates 

By Rod Crossley 

The Port of Embarkation operations were addressed 
in the March 1995 issue [Vol. 26, No. I] of La Posta. 
Since that time additional information and data has been 
found that updates the previous article, as fullows: 

Installations 
Additions: 

Auburn Holding and Re«>nsignment Poin~ Auburn, WA, 
oo post office. 

Fort Slocum, New York POE, station post office 
established 7 July, 1934. 

Jackson Barracks, New Orleans, LA staging area for 
New Orleans POE, no post office. 

Juneau and Skagway, Alaska were part of the Sesttle Port of 
Embarkation and used as discharge ports for Alaska and 
Western Canada. 

Los Angeles POE, sub-port of San Francisco until 
October, 1943, oo post office is known. 

Portland Sub-port of Embarkation was part of the Seattle POE, 
no post office is known. 

Correction: 

Fort Wood, New York City, NY should be listed under 
Coast Artillery. 

Canadian Ports: 

The U.S. Government used two Canadian ports as part 
of its Ports of Embarkation. These were Halifax in Nova 
Scotia and Prince Rupert in British Columbia. Halifax, 
as part of the Boston POE, was used for limited troop 
movement. Prince Rupert, on the other hand, was part of 
the Seattle operation to move troops and supplies (in
cluding ammunition) into western Canada and Alaska. 
Prince Rupert was also designed to relieve pressure on 
Seattle plus reduce the distance to Alaska. 

Commercial Ports: 

The Army used commercial ports to move general 
cargo. New research has shown that ammunition and 
explosives were also shipped from commercial ports. 
Table I below shows the ports used to move this cargo 
and the munitions storage locations supplying the ports. 
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Table 1 
Army Facilities for the Movement of Ammunition and Explosives Overseas 

duringWW 2 

Port of Embarkation Location ST. 
Boston Caste Island MA 

Searsport ME 
New York Caven Point NJ 

Hog Island PA 
Hampton Roads Hawkins Point MD 

Newport News VA 
Charleston Charleston sc 
New Orleans Therodore AI 

Houston TX 
Los Angeles Long Beach CA 
San Fran cisco Benecia CA 
Seattle Beaver OR 

Mulkiteo WA 
Prince Rupert BC 

Vehicle processing: 

As the movement of equipment and supplies were 
processed through the various ports, it was noted that the 
ml\iority of the vehicles were not prepared properly for 
shipment overseas. San Francisco addressed the problem 
by establishing a vehicle processing plant in Emeryville. 
This concept of preparing vehicles for overseas shipment 
was adopted by several other POEs. 

Hospitals for POE: 

When POEs were first established, 
they lacked proper medical facilities. The 
Ports of Boston, Seattle, and Hampton 
Roads sent their patients to nearby Service 
Command Station Hospitals. New York 
used Tilton GH (General Hospital); New 
Orleans used La Grande GH; Charleston 
used Stark GH; San Francisco used Let
terman GH; and Los Angeles ~sed the 
Western Defense Command 73 evacu
ation hospital at Sawtelle. During the lat
ter part of 1942 and early I 943, special 
port and staging area hospitals were built 
to care for port personnel and troops in 
transit. 

Safe Arrival Cards: 

The Army wanted to quickly notifY 

Storage Location 
MaynardMa. 

Raritan NJ 

Oyster Point VA 

North Carleston SC 
Therodore AL 
Slidell LA 
FontanaCA 
BeneciaCA 
Beaver OR 
Marysville W A 
Prince Rupert BC 

Notes 

Philadephia Cargo Port 
Balitrnore Cargo Port 

Mobile Sub Port 
Houston Cargo Point 

Portland Sub Port 

Prince Rupert Sub Port 

arrived overseas and how they should address mail to the 
new location. At first this was done with "safe arrival 
cards" which the troops prepared prior to leaving and 
were mailed by the Port of Embarkation as soon as a 
message was received that the troop ship had arrived 
safely at its destination (Figure 2). In early 1943 the 
reference to safe arrival was removed and only the sol
diers' new Army Post Office number was supplied as 
well as their cable address, if one was assigned (Figure 
3). Because both of these types of cards were filled out 

Dw. AN.S 

I BUY -
1DEFENSE SAWIIf>S · 

IBONOS AND STAMPS== 

I have arrived safely at my new stdlion and "' letter will reach me ot 
the following addre~: 

..... 4/i[ j ........ ·-·~ •.... ·.·.·.· ......... • .... · II..--., ~ .................. iL~ ... . 
Ot9aa.l .. 1i,d11 (Re;t., ~..,.y, lle1-. etc.) APO No. 

c/o Postm<'lsler, S.m Francisco, Calli. , __ _, : 

r~~~-~~·=.=4~ : 
This Cord Furnished Through Court_esy of Red Cross 

families that their loved ones had safely Figure 2. An example of a WW/1 Safe Arrival Card from 1942 
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WAR SAVINGS 
BONDS'"cSTAMPS 

TTP£ ______ P.rc ........... J'~l.os.d ........ E .. _____ ;r_,_!!ri~J! .. -.. ---~~-~9-~~_+__ _ 
lGr.<!o) (¥.._ """') itDIIIal) (~ Aomol {J.mi.J Wfailllllllb«i Pill NT 

.. Hq, .. .B.Q,t.t§ry .............. cc;,;,;.-;a.;;;·bii~;;t.C:;·--·--··-------·-···------····----

-- .. 2Blst ... Ca.aat. .Ar<f~~~ .. ~~~Jl:;,;!~~.:.;;,;,-,;1 ____ ----------------------------

-~I'll Nn 9.19 
SAN FR>,I.NC IJC .J :; AL.. 

r.fo J'OBTMAIITER ······---·----·······-------·- --······-··. ----···----
T•r ,./,,.., r"111pk!e .,j,lc•x• •ht>uJ,j f>e l'laud "" aU mall •en/. to m~. 

M:.v cable fldd!"'ss iH ••••..•.• gtl~----·--------··---······----

~MAL IIUlNATtlRI': .£... ..... 
The AI'O nun,bcr, city, State, .. , ~ah\e.., "" 

thc: rcnu<ind.,r of tho curd will he complet.OO >Y illdi 

W. 0~ "-• G. 0. F-.~'" (JODuuy :13, )~} 

WAR SAVINGS 
,BONDSANoSTAMPS 

Figure 3 (top) and Figure 4 (bottom) illustrate successive modifications oJSafo Arrival Cards in 1943. 

prior to arriving overseas, a large amount of misdirected 
mail resulted from the use of APO numbers assigned at 
the POE. In order to correct this problem, late in 1943 
the cards were replaced with a V -Mail fonn. This fonn 
was filled out at the port or on the troopship, but was not 
mailed until the soldier was overseas where his APO 
number and cable address had been established (Figure 
4). 

65 
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Medical Department Update: problems. At one point during the war the AAF tried to 
establish their own general hospital but were denied. 
They were permitted to set up their own convalescent 
centers for flight crews with operational fatigue. 

Additional data has been found that updates the infor
mation provided in the March 1996 issue of La Posta. 
The Medical Department had two types of hospitals to 
meet the stateside needs of Army service personnel dur
ing WW II. These were: 

ln addition, the Medical Department established spe
cial units to treat the Woman Army Corps (WAC), Negro 
troops, Prisoners of War, and civilian employees of the 
army. Station hospitals for WACS personnel were at Fort 
DesMoines, Iowa and Fort Oglethorp, Florida. The Ne
gro fucilities were station hospitals at Fort Huachuca, 
Arizona and Tuskegee, Alabama. Prisoners ofWarwere 
treated at Glennan General Hospital, Okmulgee, Okla
homa and POW General Hospital number two at Camp 
Forrest, Tennessee. Prisoners of War were also treated 
in isolation wards of station hospitals or at local hospitals 
under armed guard. 

Station Hospitals 
These hospitals were operated under the command of 

the Army Service Force (ASF) or the Army Air Force 
(AAF). The ASF station hospitals were designed to 
provide medical services to the Service Forces as well as 
the troops assigned to the Army Ground Forces, such as 
those at Ft. Jackson or Ft. Bragg.ln February 1943, there 
were some 166 of these units across the nation ranging 
in size from 18 beds to 3,007 beds. In some locations, the 
hospitals also treated dependents of service personnel. A 
great many of the station hospitals were located in old 
rambling hotels taken over for the duration. 

General Hospitals 
These units were also operated under the ASF but 

treated patients from the ground service and Air Force. 
General hospitals were designed to treat all types of 
problems. However, as the war progressed they began to 
specialize in various types of medical and psychological 

As the ordnance department established storage de
pots for explosives in isolated areas, they had problems 
recruiting civilian personnel to staff the depots due in part 
to a lack of medical facilities. In order to overcome these 
problems the army built hospitals at depots in Sierra, 
California, Umatilla, Oregon, Black Hills, South Dakota, 
Tooele, Utah, and Navajo, Arizona. 

NAME 
Army and Navy General Hospital 
Dewitt General Hospital 
Los Angeles Medical Depot 
Dibble General Hospital 
Hammond General Hospital 
San Francisco Medical Depot 
Torney General Hospital 
McComack General Hospital 
Letterman General Hospital 
Hoff General Hospital 
Birmingham General Hospital 
Denver Medical Depot 
Fitzsimons General Hospital 
Army Medical Center 
Walter Reed General Hospital 
Lawson General Hospital 
Oliver General Hospital 
Battey General Hospital 
Finney General Hospital 
Schick General Hospital 
Gardiner General Hospital 
Mayo General Hospital 
Vaughan General Hospital 
Wakeman General Hospital 
Billings General Hospital 
Kansas City Medical Depot 
Winten General Hospital 

The hospital location chart updates the one in the 
March, 1996 article. 

Table 2 
U.S. Army Hospitals in World War II 

POST OFFICE ST 
Hot Springs Nat'L Park AR 
Auburn CA 
Los Angeles CA 
Menlo Park CA 
Modesto CA 
Oakland CA 
Palm Springs CA 
Pasadena CA 
San Fnncisco CA 
Santa Barbara CA 
VanNuys CA 
Denver CO 
Denver CO 
Washington DC 
Washington DC 
Atlanta GA 
Augusta GA 
RosweU Ga 
Thomasville GA 
Clinton lA 
Chicago IL 
Galesburg IL 
Hines IL 
Columbus IN 
Indianapolis IN 
Kansas City KS 
Topeka KS 

UNlT OPERATIONAL NOTES 
STA 01/09/43-1l/01/44 

BR 09/01142-
At Oakland Army Term. 

was Pasadena Aru Sta. Hosp 
STA 07/01/20-05131146 no known cancels 

BR 01115/43-06/05/46 

STA OS/01/23-

STA 08101118-0PER 
STA 06101/41-M/04/42 

Forest Hills Hotel 
BR 11110143-
BR 03/10/43-
STA 02/01143-

Kansas City Food Term. 
BR 04/01/43-03/16/Sl 
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Table 2 
U.S. Army Hospitals in World War II 

NAME POSTOmCE ST UNIT OPERATIONAL NOTES 
Darnall General Hospital Danville KY 
Louisville Medical Depot LouisviUe KY 
Nichols General Hospital Louisville KY 
LaGarde General Hospital New Orleans LA BR 09/08/45-
LoveD General Hospital Ayer MA 
Cushing General Hospital Fannington MA STA 02/01/43-
Murphy General Hospital Waltham MA STA 11/01/42-03/J 1/44 may be AFF regional 

Station Hospital 
Percy Jones General Hospital Battle Creek Ml 
Saint Louis Medical Depot Saint Louis MO 
O'Reilly General Hospital Springfield MO STA 12/22/41-
Foster General Hospital Jackson MS BR 11/01/43-
Moore General Hospital Swannanoa NC BR 11/01/42-03131/44 
England General Hospital Atlantic City NJ 
Tilton General Hospital Wrightstown NJ 
Bruns General Hospital Santa Fe NM 
Binghamton Medical Depot Binghamton NY 
Mason General Hospital Brentwood LL NY 
Northington General Hospital Tuscaloosa NY BR 07115/43-
Rhodes General Hospital Utica NY 
HaUoran General Hospital Willowbrook NY STA 02/22/43- PO Staten Island NY 
Fletcber General Hospital Cambridge OH 
Crile General Hospital Cleveland OH 
Toledo Medical Supply Depot Toledo OH 
Borden General Hospital Chicasha OK STA 03/22/43-
Deshon General Hospital Butler PA BR 01/01/43-
VaUey Forge General Hospital Pboenb:ville PA BR 01/01/43-
Stark General Hospital Charleston sc BR 01/05/41-
Kennedy General Hospital Memphis TN BR 01104/43-09/01/45 toBRMOUJ 
Thayer General Hospital Nashville TN STA 09/15/43-
William Beaumont General Hospital Ei Paso TX BR 09/08/41-
Hannon General Hospital Longview TX BR 11115/42-
Ashburn General Hospital McKinney TX 
Brooke General Hospital San Antonio TX STA 09/15/41-0PER cancel is Hospital 
McCloskey General Hospital Temple TX BR 09/02/42-
Bushnell General Hospital Brigham UT STA 09/21/42~5/16/46 
McGuire General Hospital Richmond VA BR 06/05/44-
Woodrow Wilson General Hospital Staunton VA BR 041111/41-
Baxter General Hospital Spokane WA STA 05/01/43-
Madigan General Hospital Tacoma WA 
Barnes General Hospital Vancouver WA STA 04/20/43-
McCaw General Hospital Walla Walla WA STA 03/05/43-
Newton D Baker General Hospital Martinsburg wv BR 01/10/43-
Ashford General Hospital White Sulp bur Springs wv STA 04/20/43- Greenbriar Hotel 
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AN AMERICAN IN SAIGON 
By Robert Munshower and Frnr. Captain Tung Bao Nguyen, ARVN 

1967 wavy-bar machine cancel ties Vietnamese first issue imperf. military frank stamp on 1st day of use. 

Although the use of cancelling and postmarking machines made in the United States and used abroad 
in countries such as Canada and Great Britain are well documented, the use of a single obscure American 
machine as it was used in Southeast Asia is less well known. Late in 1966, as the United States began increase 
its forces in Vietnam, it, at the same time, began to modernize and "Americanize" Vietnamese military 
thinking, planning, operations and strategy. Included was a plan to streamline and upgrade the the 
Vietnamese Military Postal System (QUAN-BUU). Although the Vietnamese mail system was a simple, yet 
basic operation well suited to the postal needs of what was in reality, a developing military system in an 
emerging nation, U.S. military postal/communications advisors felt "rapid" cancelling machines would 
speed up mail flowing through the congested Saigon Military Postal Center (QUAN-BUU CUC). "Rapid" 
in this case meant hand-operated as the accompanying photograph taken by former Military Police Captain 
Tung Bao Nguyen shows. 

A few philatelic covers were produced (above) on the first day of operation, April I, 1967. As often 
occurs in Asia, something new is often timed to begin on an auspicious date. In this case, April I, 1967 was 
the date of the Proclamation of the Constitution of the 2nd Republic of Vietnam. After that, little use was 
made of the machine. Even though the photograph shows a clerk cancelling non-philatelic mail, no examples 
of such mail has been recorded. The machine was ill suited for use in Vietnam due to the fact that many types 
of envelopes produced in the region were extremely thin and were easily tom and punctured by the cancelling 
die in the machine. In addition, the extremely wide range of envelope types and sizes found throughout that 
part of the world were difficult for the machine to handle. In any event, the machine fell into disfavor and 
nothing is known of its ultimate fate. No cancels are known to exist from the period following the Communist 
take-over, so the machine was not put to use by them. Although the cancelling dies were new, it is felt that 
the machine itself came from an American military installation. 

Perhaps a dozen examples of cancels and postmarks made by this machine have been recorded; Any 
surviving example of one of these should be considered very rare. 
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For the postal historian ... 

THE FULL LIBRARY OF THERON WEIRENGA TITLES IS Now AVAILABLE FROM Us. 
Unavailable for a number of yean, thae Im

portant tides coutaln original data on Amerlean 
postal history. Hen 11 your unique opportunity 
to acquire these vital refere•ce lltleto. We own the 
eadre remalnina •~k of them. 

American State Papen. Post Office Depart
ment: 1799-1833. Small atlas-sized volume; includes 
various listings orP.O.'s from 1799 to 1830. Has 
wide yariety of report!! & documents on the US POD; 
wealth of early postal history. $85.00. 

Postal LaM & Reguladons of tile U.S.A., 1832 
and 1843. These are two important handbooks from 
the stampless period, bound into one volume. Very 
difficyllto obtain. $40.00. 

The U.S. P011tal Guide and Official Advertiser, 
1850 to 1851. Complete run in 2 vols; rare monthly 
periodical, few original copies exist outside Library 
of Congress. Along with postal infonnation there 
are Executive Dept. notices, Appointments by the 
President, Consuls Recognized by the State Dept., 
Reports ofSecretury ofWar, Navy, Postmaster Gen
eral, new posunasters & locations. Treasury Dept., 
troop locations, assignncnts, reports & more. RAre 
&Ource for postal history student, gcncaJogist and his· 
torian. Only 37 sets left. $100.00. 

Pratt's P01t Offlee Directory: 1850. Very accu
rate list of P.O.'s during the 1847 era; also ~;ontains 
foreign poslage rabies for then~ British Postal Con
vention of 1849. $35.00. 

Postal LaWJ & Reau .. tlons of the U.S.A.: 1851. 
New handbook issued after the rate changes of 185 I. 
Also contains newspaper clipping file about postal 
laws and foreign mail rates. $45.00. 

Colton's P01t omce Directory,: 1856. Unique 
volume contains 25,000+ post offK:eS with postmas
ters' names, showing revenue of each office. This is 
important source data to assist in judging the relative 
scarCity oftownmarks from various states. $45.00. 

List of Post Omces, Poltal Laws & Regulations 
of U.S.A.: 1857. Wonderful handbook; contains list 
ofP.O.'s and P.L.&R. 's. This volume was first pro
duced after the French Postal Convention of 1857 & 
has up-to--date foreign postage tables including French 
mail rates. $40.00. 

List of P.O.'s In the U.S.A.: 1861. List of post 

Shipping & handling: $3 
first book, $1 for each 

additional book. VISA and 
Mastercard accepted. 

Get our ne-st catalog! 
Only $5 refundable with 

purchase. Call, write, fax or 
e-mail us today! 

Refer to Dept. LP. 

offices specifies those under Confederate controL 
Also several important P.O.D.-issued pamphlets of 
1861, 1863, 1864 & 1865. $55.00. 

Postal Laws & ReplatiOas of the U.S.A.: 1866. 
FirstP.L.&R. after lheCivil War and first since 1859. 
Much ex.ccllcnt infonnation with updated foreign mail 
rates. $55.00. 

U.S. loc:omlua Stcamshi.p Mail by Theron 
Weirenga. 1983. 242 pgs. Hardbound. Important 
directory of dates and times of all incoming foreign 
steamship mail in the 19th century. Vital postal his
tory source. lllustrated, $45.00. 

The Gold Rmb Mall A&ents To Califonlia, 1849-
52 by Theron We.irenga. Detailing the vital commu
nications to/from the California minin.g boomtowns. 
Illustrated. 288 pgs. $40. 

Website: www.jameslee.com 
E-Mail: phllately2@earthllnk.net 

WANTED 
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ARIZONA - NEW 
MEXICO POSTAL 

HISTORY SOCIETY 
Seeks New Members, Who Seek 
New Material, New Information 

and New Friends 

North Dakota 
Territory Postmarks 

(Photocopies) 

DUES $10 Annually 

• Receive "The Roadrunner" Quarterly 
Newsletter 

• Trade Duplicates at Wmter and Summer 
Meetings 

Contact: Thomas K. Todsen, 2000 Rose 
Lane, Las Cruces, NM 88005 

or 
Peter Rathwell, 4523 E. Mountain View 

Dr., Phoenix, AZ 85028 

For Publication of North Dakota Territorial 
Postmarks 

Short Tenn Plan: Serial Publication in LaPosta 
Long Tenn Plan: Comprehensive Catalog 

Send To: 
Mike Ellingson 
P.O. Box402 
Eagan, MN 55121 

E-Mail contact: 
mikeellingson@juno.com 
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Wanted! 
Do you have any designer-and-engraver 

autographed plate blocks? 

I am looking for the following designer-and
mgraver autographed plate blocks (or other selvedge 
multiples). Please send description and price! 

C2S-31 -Transport airs 
704-lS- Bicmtonnials 
716 - Lake Placid 
717- Arbor Day 
718-9- Olympics 
720 - 3·c "Stuart" 
724 -Penn 
12S - Webster 
726- Oglethorpe 
727- Newburgh 
728-9 - Chicago 
732-NRA 

733 -Byrd 
736- Maryland 
740-49- Parks 
772 - Connecticut 
773 - San Diego 
774- Boulder Dam 
11S -Michigan 
776-Texas 
777 - Rhode Island 
785-94- Army-Navy 
1041 (&B)- 8-c Liberty 
1084- Devil's Tower 

James H. Patterson 
P.O. Box 3456- Phoenix. Arizona 85030 

P. 0. 

KIRK'S BOX74 

STAMP CO. 
ONSTA\JT ADDITIONS 

OF POSTAL HISTORY I:\" 
VIRTuALLY ALL AREAS. 
EXPO'S, EXPRESS 
R P. O."S. l!.S. POSTAL CARDS. 
SI-\TIO!'rERY. STA\IPS & :VIORE ... 

we seek odd & unusual 
Please offer! 0~ A KIRK o-:~ ~~~6~-?,~;oRD ~rt:l 

SINCE 1975 SINCE 1970 

-- -- -

PROFESSIONAL 
POSTMARK TRACING 

I will execute to your specifications 
accurate tracings of plain or fancy 
postmarks and cancels. My work is current-
ly appearing in La Posta in both the 
Washington Territorial postmark series by 
Richard A. Long and the 19th Century 
Colorado postmark series by Richard 
Frajola. 

If you've been thinking of a 
postmark catalog project, or any research 
which requires well-executed postmarks for 
illustrations, but do not have the time re-
quired to accomplish the tracings, drop me 
a line or give me a call with the particulars, 
and I will give you a quote. 

Jane Dalllson 
P. 0. Box 296. Lanalols. OR 97450 

(541) 348-2813 

WANTED TO BUY 

• Hawaiian Postal History (Especially 1900-1959) 
• Alaska Postal History ( 1867 -Date) 
• Yukon Postal History (IKKS-1959) 
• 19th Century U.S. Officials (Fancy cancels and 
• Fort cancels) 
• Hawaiian Stamps with town cancels 

STEVE SIMS, 1769 Wickersham Dr., Anchorage, 
AK 99507. Phone: (907) 563-7281 
LIFE MEMBER APS 

MAINE NARROW GAUGE R.P.O. CANCELS WANTED 
Bangor & Bucksport R.P.O. (10/9/1879-5/31/1883) 

Palermo & Wiscasset R.P.O. (1895-1896) 
Albion & Wiscasset R.P.O. (1896-1902. 1909-1933) 

Waterville & Wiscasset R.P.O. (1902-1909) 
Harrison & Bridgton Junction R.P.O. (1900-1917) 

Carrabassett & Farmington R.P.O. (6/111900-8/31!1900) 
Farmington & Rangeley R.P.O. (1892-1903) 
Kingfield & Farmington R.P.O. (1903-1913) 
Phillips & Farmington R.P.O. (1913-1917) 

BRUCE L. COREY 108 Marilyn Avenue Westbrook, ME 04092 

i 
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WANTED: FOREIGN COVER 
ACCUMULATIONS 

WANTED! COVERS! 

We are insatiable buy
ers of worldwide cover 
lots! Any foreign coun
try to 1960. If you have 
a large holding of bulk 
covers, why not pack up 
that accumulation and 
tum it into cash today? 
Top prices paid. You'll 
like our generous instant 
offer check which is gen
erally mailed within 24 

hours of receipt. Ship with absolute confidence -
we always pay all shipping costs. Please be sure to 
fully insure. Refrences on file. 

Cl 
~SCHMITT INVESTORS LTD. 

Postal History Specialists Since 1953 
P.O. Box 67 

Woodbury, NY 11797 

516-367-4030 (24 hours) 

ASOA-APS-PTS (London)-CSDA (Canada), etc. 

United States 
Postal History 

Twentieth Century. Foreign destinations, 
airmail, unusual usages ... Explore these and 
much more in my illustrated price lists. 
State your interests for a free copy. 

Town Cancels. D.P.O.'s, machines, adver
tising, R.P.O.'s, stampless and much more 
are featured in my state price lists. Which 
state may I send you? 

P.O. Box94822 ~ 
Las Vegas NV 89193 ::;;_..te 
(800) 594-3837~· .- ~~~~ 
.FAX (702) 369-9139 

CANADA AND NEWFOUNDLAND 
Covers and Postcards 
WANTED: 1880-1950 

I am a specialist looking for Town Postmarks, RPO's, 
Registered Mail, Ship Mail, Anything Unusual. ALSO 
WANTED: Canadian view cards showing town main streets, 
depots, trains, ships, planes, farm machinery, disasters, etc. 
MEMBERAPS. 

JIM MILLER, Box 3005, Kamloops, B.C. 
V2C 6B7 Canada 

email. JMJLLER@CARIBOO. BC. CA 

TEXAS COVERS 
1840's -1940's 

Thousands in stock: 
Stampless, Confederate 
DPO, RPO, Adv., etc. 

Send want list for your area. Photocopies on request. 
Collections and individual items purchased. 

AUSTIN STAMP & COIN, 13107 FM 969, 
Austin, TX 78724. Phone: 512-276-7793 

Tue-Sat 9:30-5PM APS TPHS 

ASDA APS USPCS RIA MSDA 
CSA ESPHS PSE (Expert Stajj) 

DON TOCHER 
U.S. Classics 

Stamps & Postal History 

P. 0. Box 16, Shrewsbury, MA 01545 
PH/Fax: 508-845-1505 

E-mail: dontoch@ix.netcom.com 

AMEX, VISA & Master Charges Accepted 

See how to make your own "Instant Web Store" at 
http://www.postalnet.com/portfolios 
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'J/usdenmoore~Y7rc!Jarfane 

Chuck & Jan McFarlane 

0 War & Censored Covers 
0 Thematic Covers 
0 U.S. 20th Century Postal History 
0 Worldwide Postal History 
0 U.S. Postal Stationery 
0 Worldwide Postal Stationery 
0 Picture Postcards 
0 USPS Publicity Photos 

P. 0. Box 2348 
Midland, Michigan 48641-2348 

September 1998 La Posta 

m WANTED 
"YEAR OUTSIDE" DUPLEX CANCELS 

from 

OREGON, WASHINGTON and IDAHO 

Send priced covers or photocopies 
or request my offer 

JOHN WHITE 
780 NW Wallula Ave Gresham OR 97030 

AUCTIONS WITH A DIFFERENCE 

HJ. W. Daugherty 

P.O. Box 1146LP 

Eastham, Mass., 02642 

ASDA Write Fot• 1/e:x:t Catalog APS 

JIM JOHNSON 
POST OFFICE BOX 2178 

BURLINGTON, N.C. 27216 
PHONE/FAX 336-570-1533 
EMAIL: phiusa@netpath.net 

ASDAAPS • -...... 
POSTAL HISTORY USA 

WANTED: COVERS. USED POSTCARDS !STAMPS INTACT) 

See lla At These lJpeomlnll Shows: 

BALPEX, 4-6 Sept., Baltimore, MD 

Philadelphia National Show, 2-4 October 
Philadelphia ' 
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ROBERT MUNSHOWER POSTAL HISTORY MAIL SALE 
Post Office Box 45372, Westlake, Ohio 44145 

Telephone: 440.899-9433 (6-9 P.M. EST); E-Mail: bearmt19@idt.net 
Closes October 18, 1998 

APO'a, Navy, Mllllllry 
Number in return address/number in cancel 

001 1944 Pacific, 1944, USS Pennsylvania handdrawn and tinted 
racist cover illustration. US Navy machine & censor marks. 

002 WWII, US Naval Forces Europe Sll2x. US Navy blind 4 bar 
aH are in blue. 

003 11/41 Mar. Det Argentia Newfoundland 3 bar. Philateiic. 
004 Fort Russel, Wyo 1918 duplex on YMCA cvr from Co "C' 
005 WWI2 cvrs w/Romsey, Eng cds (rest area). Typed 

cornercard from American Air Service Hq's. 
006 32-929/-, 11142 Papua 
007 37/194 NYD New Hebrides? 
008 38138 11/44 Oro Bay NG repaired tears 
009 70/43 japanese Postal Card w~apanese and US starnpa 

from Aussie to wife from US APO, 1945. 
010 72!.248 3145 two 3 cent dues, censor tape, opened right, 

enclosure. 
011 79179, 3/45 Germany, 6c transport. 
012 861116, 5/431wo Jlma, enclosure. 
013 90/90, 2/45 two 3 c dues, 6c transport on 6c env. 
014 90J90, two 3c dues magenta 4 bar, enclosure. 
015 90190 5/45 purplr 4 bar, enclosure. Germany. 
016 90190,7/45, Czech.large4 bar. Enclosure. 
017 96196, 7/45, Okinawa. Yakima, Wa. parcel post rec'd. 
018 125/125, 8/45? Base weather station. 
019 1711171,10/46. Germany. Blue machine cancel. 
020 178AI178, 12/48 5 cent Buchanan prexie. 
021 180 L.A./--- unlisted? 1943. 
022 198/--- 4/44, Papua. 
023 2411241,6/44, Kwajaleln. 
024 2411241, 11144, Kwajalein. 
025 301fJ01, 11147, Japan. 
026 322/7BP0, 7/44. 
027 322113, 8/45, Dreger harbcr. 
028 3311105, 1945 duplex (poor). 
029 3341334, 1945 
030 3431343, t2/47, Japan. 
031 350/148, 8/44, Bright magenta 4 bar. Enclosure. 
032 41 0/--- 3/45, Germany .. 
033 427/427, 11144, magenta 4 bar, 4 3 cent prexies. 
044 433/433, 3/45, blue 4 bar. Enclosure. 
045 445/--- 1146, Japan. 
046 445/---, 10/45. Japan. 
047 4451··5, 11/45, Japan. 
048 447/447, 12/45, Germany. 
049 450/450, 12/45- 2/46, 2 covers. 
050 466/466, 11144, India. 6 cents due. Enclosure. 
051 502/502, 10/43, Camp Barnes. 
052 5021502, 8/44 black army censor tape. Enck>sure. 
053 5201509, 3/?? Magenta 4 bar. 
054 6341556, 10/43, Magenta 4 bar on ppo. 
055 663/663, 12/44. Aden. 
056 6801680, 3/43, Iran. Two covers. 
057 713/BPO 7, 5/45, New Guinea. 
058 714/714, 3/47. Phillipines 
059 716/716, 8/44, Bouganvllle. America!. 
060 7181718, 9/43. Samoa 
061 7191719, 4/44. Solomons. 
062 719/719, 10/44, Indonesia?. 
-863 742-A/742, 1947. Germany. 
-- 80110/41 Philatelic 4 bar, patriotic cachet. 
065 801-A 10/41 philatelic cachet 

066 801-B 11141 4 bar Phil/patriotic 
067 801-C 10/41 4 bar PhiUpafriotic 
068 801-C 3/42 duplex small cachet 
069 801-D 10/41 4 bar Phil/patriotic 
070 801-D 2/42 4 bar small cachet 
X70 8t011110, 3/42, Iceland, non-phil. Censor strip tape 
071 825 N.O. 1/43 
072 836 N.O.III36 7144? 
073 845Miarni/845, 1145. 
074 845 Mlarni/845, 10/45. 
075 86011160, 6/44. Iceland .. 
076 8861-· 1143. 4 postage dues (18 cents). 
077 919 S.F. Blind earty 40's 4 bar, open right., looks OK. Fr. 

Polynesia? 
078 924/-- 2/43 2 dues. 
079 9571963, 7/42, b~ out ottop. 
080 9861986, 7/45 1 and 5 cent prexles. 
081 616, 2151. Korea. Enclosure. 
082 71-- 7151 to APO 343. Korea. 
083 24/-4, 5/50. Korea. 
094 358/-· 10154 cachet (2) shows Korean papa-san carrying 

letter to Portland, Ore. Bit oversized cover. 
085 86186, 10151 , Korea. 
086 970/blind 4 bar (52?) struck twice. Korea 
087 970/70 machine cancel, Korea. 
088 970/70 6152 4 bar. Korea. 
089 9200/604, 12/43 bhmeared. 
090 7621520 4/43 red stripe V-Mail envelope 
091 1945, British Field Posts 227 and 549 2 covers. 
092 1181118, 7159Biue4bar. Morrocc. 

Doanea, Colora, 4 Bare, Non-Std .• Check for DPO'a 
X92 Geneva, Kans RFD Doane, purple "Geneva, Kans Rural 

delivery" Doane. 1 in bars, ppc. Some staining. 
093 1937, Harrison, Nebraska non-std flag on lgl size cvr. 
094 "Missent to Hillsboro, Ore" purple 1910 stralghUine PPC. 
095 "Examined, Carrier No. 1" thru carrier 8 magenta straightline 

backstampa, 1907, Batavia, N.Y. 
096 'UNCLAIMED"'ADVERTISED APR 7 1910" large blue 

typeset letters on Pawnee, Okla. PPC 
097 Magenta 1. 2 .. 3. 4.5.6. (carriers) checked off on 1899 

Elwood, Indiana cover "Have your Mail addressed ... etc.) 
098 "Not Known As Addressed' •carrier No. 47" 1889 gov't 

stamped Wrapper from New orteans. 
099 Purple, "Sent notice of detention" "Held for postage" at 

Ypailanti, Mich. 1909 PPC. 
100 1908, Hardawa(y), Ala. purple Doane. stamp torn, ppc. 
101 Del Rosa, Cal1905 doane on ppc. 
102 Douglasflat, Cal. Very l~e 1907 doane wmetter -ut 

encounter whattlesnake & other wtldllfe. 
103 Encenfo, Cal. 1910 purple Doane as ppc rec'd mark. 
104 Fellows, Cal. 1911 purple 4 bar on ppc. 
105 Gaviota, Cal. 1911 purple 4 bar on ppc. 
106 Hermosa Beach, Cal. 1907 Doane on beach vtew ppc. 
107 Indian Diggins, Cal. 1930's philatelic cancel, grid killer. 
108 Perkins, Cal. 1906 Doane as backslamp. 
109 Susanville, Cal. Tiny, HMO purple oval. 
110 Wallace, Cal. 1908, red Southern Pacific RR double oval 

station cancel o/s by Stockton duplex. 2nd strike on reverse. 
111 Eldora, Colo. 1911 Doane. 
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Peyton, C(olo). 8118106 Doane on cover. about 1915. 
University Park, Colo. 6119..06 Doane on ppc. 170 Bannerhouse, N.Y. 9/07108 doane on ppc. 

Ormond Beach, Fla 5116107 Doane on ppc. 171 Bolton, N.Y. Oversize, block letter 12/28/15 Doane, ppc. 

Indian Spring, Ga. 8/04110 Doane on ppc. 172 Catskill Station, N.Y. 9/03/07 Doane on Hudson River Day 

Tate. Ga. 6/12/33 non-std dbl eire wlwavy bars. Line cc ppc. 

llo, Idaho. 6/22/09 Doane on reg. card. 173 Earl Valley, N.Y. 2/03/11 non-std cds + purple "Name not 

Reynolds, Idaho. 2/25105 Doane as backstamp. in directory" straightline on ppc. 
StClair, Ohio. 4/12/05 doane as backstamp on cvr. 174 Lasalle, N.Y. non-std 4 bar w/duplextype killer 12/19/16. 
Lancaster, IlL Serif letter Doane. 1911 Ppc. 175 Longyear, N.Y. 7106/06 Doane on ppc. 
Paloma, Ill .. 3/10/11 Doane on ppc. 176 RedHill, N.Y. 3131132 red 4 bar on last day cover. 

Raleigh, ilL 10/08/07 Doane on ppc. 177 Scott, N.Y. 7/18107 Doane on ppc 
Woodlawn, Ill. 12129108 Doane on ppc. 178 Stockbridge, N.Y. 11120/12 appears to be a non-std Doane. 

Waterman, Ill. 1911 purple 4 bar on ppc. 179 West Side, N.Y. 8/16/10? Doane on ppc. 

Hedric, Ind. 12124110 doane on ppc. 180 Asheville, N.C. Huge 2" blue clock rec'd kills Fam. American. 

Julietta, Ind. 4/15108 Doane on ppc. 181 Thorne, N.D. Home made non-std huge 4 bar, about 1912. 
Ragelsville, Ind. 11/9/08 Doane on ppc 162 Erhart, Oh. 4115115 purple 4 bar on ppc. 
Campbell, Iowa. 6102108 Doane on ppc. 163 Harpster, Ohio. 11/12/lo Doane on ppc. 

Flugstadt, Iowa. Purple 1911 4 bar on ppc. 164 West Farmington, Ohio. 1947 non-std dbl ctrc 4 bar as fwd. 
Ralston, Iowa. 1927 dbl eire 4 bar non-std. 165 Hebron, Ohio. 11/11/09 Bright purple 4 bar on ppc. 

Waukena, Iowa. 1909 Serif letter 4 bar on ppc. 166 Seidler, Ohio. Purple Doane? on emb ppc, 12/U6109? stp tn. 
Gradan, Kans. Magenta 19214 baron ppc. 167 Arleta, Ore. 12122/08 Doane on ppc. 
Sharon Spring, Kans. Aqua blue 1909 4 bar on ppc. 168 Coles Valley, Ore. 6125108 Doane on ppc. Stp torn. 

Belfre, Ky. Magenta 1948 4 bar on spec del eve 169 Deer Island, Ore. 4121/03 (Prob. 08) Doane on ppc. 
Byron, Ky. 2/01111 deane on ppc. 170 Hunter, Ore. 4/19/10 non-std cds, cork killer, ppc. 

Ed, Ky. EBoxed EDKY magenta fancy. 171 Lents, Ore. 3128109 doane on ppc. 
Glenarm, Ky. 4/19/12 Doane on ppc. 172 Coal Valley, Pa. 2/14/10 Doane on ppc. 

Henderson, Ky. Fancy 1912 pp oval wlstars, reg cvr. 173 Dublin Mills, Pa. 5/04110 Doane, bit oH of ppc attop. 
West Point, Ky. Very small1912 non-std 4 bar. 174 Maddensville, Pa. 9101/12 Doane on ppc. 
Belgrade Lake. Me. 6126107 Doane on "Best Black 175 Muir, Pa. 5t2.7107 Doane on ppc. 
Bass fishing in the World ill. ad cvr. 176 Orson, Pa. 12/20/09 deane on ppc. 
Columbia, Me. 7/12/06 Doane on gov. card. 177 Pentz, Pa. 12/24/07 deane as rec'd mark on ppc. 
Pulpit, Harbor, Me. 1914 good but lite magenta 4 bar on cvr. 178 Selea, Pa. 7/24/08 doane on ppc. 
Sebec, fv1e.12122/1 0 Doane as rec'd mk on ppc. 179 Stalker, Pa. Purple 1920 4 bar. 
South Bristol, Me. 8/17106 deane on cvr. 180 Volant, Pa. Non-std doane whlUge duplex bars. 3114/12. 

Squirrel Island, Me. 7/21106doane on ppc, partols. 180X Burke,S.D? 6102109 bit blury doane on ppc. 

West Peru, Me. 3105/08 doane on ppc. Howe's Cnr cds. 181 Chandler, lm()are,Willard Doanes on front or back of 9/11/06 
Detour, Md. 10/11/09 doane on 2c Alaska-Yukon. cover. Some are overstruck. Westover duplex .. 
West Beaver Creek, Md. 8123/05 Doane. Part overstruck. 182 Crooks, S.D. 12/20/15 Doane on ppc. 
Hortonville, Mass. 3/12107 Doane on ppc as rec'd mk. 183 Kirk, S.D? 1115109 bit blurry doane on ppc. 
Comins, Mich. 1907 non-std blue 4 bar/doane on ppc. 184 National Soldiers Home, Tenn. 4106104 Doane on 3 cent 
Greenfield, Mich. Purple 1938 psuedo machine on phil. shield issue cover. 
Waltz, Mich. 9/10/07 Doane on ppc. 185 Burton, Tex. CDS style purple non std. 3119112, tgt killer,ppc. 
Minnetonka Lake, ~nn. 8121108 deane on ppc. 186 Cookes Point. Tex. Ovate, purple 1109/11 doane on ppc. 

153X !-loll's Summit, Mo. 4109109 Doane on ppc. Bailey, Mo rec. 187 Dale, Tex. Full1907 manuscript, not RFD.Ppc. 
154 lnza, Mo. 8121109 Doane on ppc. 188 Es1acado, Tex. 7129110 purple doane. Stp torn. Ppc. 
155 Mabel, Mo. 9/18109 Doane on ppc. 189 Premont, Tex. Full1909 manuscript, 1st month. Not RFD. 
156 Mabel, Mo. 1123/10 purple Doane as rec'd mark. 190 Rossville, Tex. 6107107. Doane on ppc. Stp torn. 
157 Pleasant View, tll.o. 3127107 Doane on ppc as rec'd mark. 191 Southard, Tex. 6/14109 Doane on ppc as rec'd mark. 
158 Hall, Mont. 1910 purple 4 bar on ppc. 192 Bomoseen, Vt. 8101/07 doan on gov't card. 
159 Hershey, Neb. 10104/06 Doane on ppc. 193 Bolivar. Va. 12125/10 magenta Doane on ppc. 
160 Menard, Neb. Tiny vertical purple 1908 oval cds on ppc. 194 Brockroad, Va. 11109110 Doane on cover. 
161 Roca, Neb. 3125/07 doane on ppc 195 Mount Solon, Va. 4/18/10.lite, readable Doane on ppc. 
162 Bradley, N.J. 12/30108 Doane as rec'd mark on ppc. 196 MounMlle, va. 7/01/09 Doane on cover. 
163 Colesville, N.J. 10f.2:5104 Doane on ppc as rec'd mark. 197 Partlow. Va. 5111107. Doane on cover. 
164 Fair(mount), N.J. 10/19/05 partial deane on ppc. 198 Spotsylvania, Va. 3/10109 Doane on cover. 
16!> Monroe, N.J. Very smeared, looks homemade. 6119.1)5 199 Sumner, Wash. Non-std 4 bar wlwavy Hnes on ppc. 

Doane on ppc. 200 Bancron, W.Va. 2121107 doane on ppc. 
166 North Branch Depot, N.J. 12/31/07 Doane on ppc. 201 Charleston, W.Va. 1939 Psuedo machine permit cancel. 
167 Ottano, N.J? 8/17109 Doane on ppc. 202 Goosecreek, W.Va. 4128109 Doane on ppc. 
168 PaHenburg, N.J. 7/02/06 Doane on ppc. 203 Horseneck, W.Va. Cdsnon std. 6121110 ppc. 
169 Wildwood, N.J. Tiny oval "wildwood N.J." on sea sand 204 Maxwell, W. va. 11 fJOI07 doane on ppc. 

205 Petroleum. W.Va. 6113/07 Doane, ppc, part stp tom. 
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206 Arbova(?) W.Va. 1118106 Doane on ppc. 
207 Creston, W.Va. 11/23/11 doane on ppc. 
206 Pike, W.Va. 4/17106 Doane on ppc. 
209 Rocl<port, W.Va. 11116/14 doane on ppc. 
210 wasp, W.Va. 12/02/06 doane on ppc. 
211 Wyndal (??)W.Va. 5/20/07 doane on ppc. 
212 Fanwood, Wis. 1/17/12 doane on ppc. 
213 Buford, Wyo. 1915 purple 4 bar on ppc. 
214 Tie Siding. Wyo. 2124109 doane on ppc. 

RFD • All are handstamps unless noted 

215 Northford, Conn 6121102 On cover. 
216 Frankfort, Ill. Large non-std straightllne hs on two ppc's 

1 purple and 1 black, both 1910 
217 Rochester, 111. 12106/12 on ppc. 
216 "Sheldon, 12123/15111." Indelible :>encll on ppc. 
219 St. Anne, Ill. (2) 1 purple non-std •1nd 1 black non-std 

7116108 and 09. Both on ppc. 
220 Salem, Ind. 5/22/03 on gov't card. Bit overstruck. 
221 (M)echanicsvme, Iowa. 2113110 on ppc. 
222 Honeycreek, Iowa. 4/04/12 on ppc. 
223 Monona, Iowa. 6/30/03 on cvr. Repaired tear, looks ok. 
224 ''Tiffin, Iowa, R1, 4130/09" Large indelible pencil marking, ppc. 
225 ''Waukona, (Iowa) 3-19-06 RR #2" Indelible pencil on ppc. 
226 Eldorado, Kans. 9/21/03 on cover. 
227 Geneva, Kans. RFD Doane. Purple "Geneva, K(ans) Rural 

Delivery " as rec'd mark on lightly stained ppc. 
228 Ogden, Kans. 4/241?? on ppc. 
229 Bardwell's Ferry, Mass. 3/21110 Homemade non-std 

handstamp.Large target killers. Two ppc's. 
230 Farmington, Mich. Large ctrcular purple handstamp with oval 

killer. 1/11110. Farmington a bit lite. On cover 
231 Uncoln, Mo, "Lincoln, Mo R3 4115" Indelible pencil. 
232 Cozad Neb. Circular non-std 11/08/12. 
233 Stamford, Neb. Magenta his 10/30109 on ppc. 
234 Chester, N.H. Very large circular handstamp with bars. No. 

in circle, 4127/07. 
235 Chester, N.H. Large double circle handstamp with target killer 

RFD No.2 6/15/10 on ppc. 
236 As above in magenta. 
237 Chester, N.H. 6106106 std handstamp. 
238 Bid as one lot- 3 copies of #234, 3 coptes of #235, 2 copies 

#236, 1 copy of #237. 
239 Bridgeton, N.J. 1130103 on gov't card. Ute overstrike looks ok. 
240 Alden, N.Y. 3106/10 on ppc. 
241 BoHon Landing, N.Y. ??/??/10 on ppc. 
242 Amsterdam, N.Y. 2108/04 on cover. 
243 "Norwalk, 0.4-18-11 R6" indelible pendl on ppc. 
244 Dover, Penna. 7130109 on ppc. 
245 Large "McCiure,Pa RT6" scrawl on ppc about 1906 
246 West Alexander, Pa. 8107/03 on cover. 

DPO's 

247 Angel Island, Cal 1916 4 bar on ppc. 
248 Gorman, Cal1908 4 bar on ppc. 
249 Georgiana, Fla. 3/21/10 4 bar on ppc. 
250 Lanark, Ra. Bit lite 1917 magenta 4 bar on ppc 
251 Eylar, Ill. 1909 4 bar on ppc. 
252 Phelps, Ill. 5129/09 4 bar in indicia on ppc. 
253 Cassoday, Ky. 7/27/09 4 bar on ppc. 

260 Gravel SWitch, Ky. 1932 reg cvr. 
261 Jeffersontown, Ky. 8JU2/10 4 bar in Indicia on ppc. 
262 Riverside, Mont. 7123109 4 bar on ppc. 
263 Barnes, N.Y. 1012116 4 bar on ppc. 
264 Levanna, N.Y. 6130/12 4 bar on ppc. 
265 Arthurs, Pa. 8/22/t 2 4 bar on ppc. 
266 Litzenberger, Pa. 4120109 4 bar on cover. 
267 Pine Flats, Pa. 3/25/10 4 bar on ppc. 
268 Twilight, S.D. 1933 magenta 4 bar readable -on stamps. 
269 Marquess, W.Va. Lite 1908 4 bar on ppc. 
270 Ravenrock, W.Va. 1906 4 bar on ppc. 

Advertising - Miscellaneous 

271 Set of five daily ship news postcards printed aboard the USS 
S. Carolina while at battle staions off Haiti, 1914. Four have 
S.Carolina 3 bar ship cancels. Much detail and history. 

272 Full ill. chicken ad cover w/5127/09 Cressman, Pa Doane 
273 Another Ill. chicken cover, from Shrub Oak, N.Y. 1908. 
274 Entire back of 1922 Port Washington, Wise cover full of 

info "Highway 17- Concrete All The Way." 
275 Full ill ad cover for "Farallone City, Cal" Very pretty 1913 

yellow cover wlbig map. Death Valley 4 bar. 
276 Rare! ''The Army Mail Service" Instructions and Guidance of 

Army Mail Clerks- 2nd Edition, 1942, 61 pages. Much 
Information. 

277 Ad cover for "Asparagus Buncher" and 'Writing Tablets for 
the Blind" both Illustrated on same cover! Philadelphia, 1910. 

Greetings! 
Hllgh bid wins over 2nd high bid by 25 cents. Mlnimumbid 

$2.50. Bidder pays postage and copying costs. Xerox available 
at 15 cents per page, three or four covers to a page (cannot do 
both sides at this time). Please do not request large amounts of 
photocopying for research or recording purposes as my access to 
photocopying facilities is limited at tile present time. Wil try to 
provide info at bearmt9@ldt.net. 

Want to purchase VietnamWar (1945-75), Ohio Railroad (pre· 
1910), and non-philatelic Christmas related covers. Can trade for 
these Hems from extensive stock of U.S. and "foreign postal 
history .. Please note new address as we moved from Colorado to 
Northeast Ohio in June. Please send postal history and cover want 
lists. 
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- 0.00 300 0.00 
301 0.00 
302 0.00 
303 19.00 
3()1 9.00 
3Cfi 0.00 
308 0.00 
3f11 0.00 
3Ce 36.00 
3C9 0.00 
310 0.00 
311 6.50 
312 11.00 
313 26.00 
314 8.50 
315 0.00 
318 0.00 
317 32.00 
318 116.00 
319 13.00 

32) 11.00 
321 5.50 
322 0.00 
323 0.00 
324 0.00 
325 0.00 
326 9.50 
327 5.00 
328110.00 
329 6.50 
330 0.00 
331 0.00 
332 4.50 
333 26.00 
334 5.00 
335 10.00 
336 16.00 
337 11.00 
338 0.00 
339 18.00 
340 10.00 
341 0.00 
342 0.00 
343 20.00 
341 85.00 
345 5.00 
346 5.50 
347 7.50 
348 7.00 
349 5.00 
350 13.00 
351 7.00 
352 85.00 
353 0.00 
35ot 0.00 
355 42.00 
356 28.00 
357 0.00 
358 0.00 
35Q 0.00 
360 ... 50 
361 11.00 
362 4.50 
363 13.00 
3e4 19.00 
385 0.00 
366 0.00 
361 55.00 
368 0.00 
38Q 0.00 
370 24.00 
371 22.00 
372 0.00 
373 0.00 
374 0.00 
375 6.50 
378 26.00 
3n 8.50 
378 0.00 
379 0.00 
380 0.00 
381 0.00 
382 0.00 
383 4.50 
384 0.00 
385 0.00 
386 16.00 
387 42.00 
388 5.50 
38Q 0.00 
3SIO 7.50 
391 11.00 
392 5.50 
3Q3 9.00 
394 0.00 
395 7.50 
3S6 0.00 
397 0.00 
398 6.00 
399 0.00 
400 7.50 
oi01 13.00 
402 0.00 
403 7.50 
404 11.00 
405 13.00 
oi06 9.50 
41:11 3.50 
406 0.00 
4<» 0.00 
410 0.00 
411 11.00 
412 6.50 
.tl13 7.00 
414 4.00 
oi15 5.00 
.tl16 8.50 
417 4.50 
418 0.00 
.tl19 0.00 
420 0.00 
oi21 0.00 
422 3.00 
423 0.00 
424 4.00 
.tl25 8.50 
426 0.00 

427 5.00 
Q 5.50 
429 0.00 
430 0.00 
431 0.00 
432 0.00 
433 0.00 
434 0.00 
435 0.00 
438 5.00 
437 7.00 
438 4.00 
439 22.00 
440 0.00 
441 4.00 
442 8.50 
443 7_00 
..... 13.00 
4-45 0.00 
446 0.00 
447 5.00 
4.tl8 0.00 
449 8.50 
450 0.00 
451 7.50 
452 4.50 
453 4.50 
454 4.00 
455 4.50 
456 5.00 
457 0.00 
458 36.00 
459 0.00 
4«1 5.50 
461 75.00 
462 13.00 
483 9.50 
484 11.00 
485 7.00 
486 11.00 
4(!)1 22.00 
-468 32.00 
46lil 0.00 
470 0.00 
471 70.00 
.tl72 65.00 
473 28.00 
474 0.00 
475 42.00 
476 13.00 
.en 8J.OO 
478 8.50 
.ti7V 0.00 
480 5.50 
481 13.00 
462 17.00 
483 16.00 
.tl&4 5.50 
485 0.00 
486 22.00 
4lil 0.00 
488 7.00 
489 0.00 
490 0.00 
491 22.00 
4Q2 6.50 
493 0.00 
494 0.00 
oi85 6.50 
498 0.00 
497 8.50 
498 5.00 
499 7.50 
50'J 0.00 
501 0.00 
502 0.00 
503 0.00 
504 0.00 
505 32.00 
506 16.00 
507 22.00 
508 24.00 
scs 48.00 
510 16.00 
511 0.00 
512 5.50 
513 42.00 
514 5.50 
515 16.00 
516 0.00 
517 7.00 
518 0.00 
511a' 0.00 
520 11.00 
521 0.00 
522 0.00 
523 0.00 
524 0.00 
525 0.00 
52fl 13.00 
527 22.00 
528 0.00 
529 0.00 
530 0.00 
531 uo 
532 0.00 

533 11.00 
534 0.00 
535 4.00 
536 0.00 
537 0.00 
538 0.00 
539 8.50 
540 13.00 
&41 7.50 
542 0.00 
543 0.00 
544 19.00 
545 18.00 
5416 0.00 
547 0.00 
548 0.00 
549 ... 50 
550 0.00 
551 0.00 
552 0.00 
553 0.00 
554 0.00 
556 0.00 
sse o.oo 
551 0.00 
558 0.00 
558 18.00 
560 0.00 
561 0.00 
5a2 0.00 
563 13.00 
564 26.00 
5e5 0.00 
586 0.00 
567 0.00 
568 5.50 
569 0.00 
570 15.00 
571 0.00 
572 0.00 
573 0.00 
574 4.50 
575 0.00 
578 13.00 
5n 8.50 
578 0.00 
57V 8.50 
580 13.00 
581 0.00 
582 0.00 
583 13.00 
584 15.00 
585 0.00 
586 11.00 
587 0.00 
588 16.00 
589 0.00 
500 19.00 
591 5.50 
m o.oo 
593 0.00 
594 8.50 
595 0.00 
5G8 0.00 
597 6.00 
598 0.00 
5SS 0.00 
600 oi.OO 
801 0.00 
602 6.50 
803 0.00 
604 0.00 
60S 6.50 
609 0.00 
roT 8.50 
609 0.00 
8Q;I 0.00 
610 0.00 
611 18.00 
612 5.00 
613 0.00 
614 0.00 
615 0.00 
818 5.50 
617 0.00 
618 17.00 
619 0.00 
620 0.00 
621 0.00 
6Z2 0.00 
623 12.00 
824 4.50 
625 0.00 
628 0.00 
627 0.00 
628 0.00 
629 12.00 
830 0.00 
631 0.00 
832 11.00 
633 0.00 
634 0.00 
835 0.00 
636 5.00 
637 8.00 
636 11.00 

639 28.00 
840 8.50 
641 0.00 
042 0.00 
843 4.00 
841 16.00 
1545 5.00 
646 0.00 
647 0.00 
648 16.00 
649 5.00 
6&1 0.00 
651 16.00 
652 0.00 
853 0.00 
854 9.00 
855 5.00 
656 0.00 
857 13.00 
656 0.00 
659 4.50 
&130 0.00 
86"1 4.50 
662 0.00 
883 0.00 
D64 5.00 
865 70.00 
eee 55.00 
eiJ7 28.00 
668 5.50 
669 0.00 
870 0.00 
671 8.00 
672 8.00 
873 0.00 
674 0.00 
675 0.00 
676 0.00 
en o.oo 
676 0.00 
679 5.50 
680 0.00 
681 0.00 
682 0.00 
683 11.00 
684 11.00 
885 11.00 
666 16.00 
887 4.00 
688 6.50 
689 5.50 
60CI 18.00 
891 5.50 
692 7.50 
ISQ3 5.50 
894 5.00 
6S5 9.50 
698; 24.00 
697 24.00 
698 11.00 
699 0.00 
700 4.50 
701 8.50 
702 5.50 
703 3.50 
704 5.50 
705 4.50 
708 0.00 
7071,.tl25 00 
703 0.00 
709 0.00 
710 18.00 
711 13.00 
712 12.00 
713 0.00 
714 0.00 
715 0.00 
716 17.00 
717 3.00 
718 0.00 
719 13.00 
720 4.50 
721 3.00 
722 5.50 
723 0.00 
724 13.00 
725 0.00 
726 0.00 
727 0.00 
728 0.00 
729 0.00 
730 7.CIO 
731 13.00 
732 22.00 
733 0.00 
734 0.00 
735 0.00 
736 0.00 
737 0.00 
738 0.00 
7311 0.00 
740 0.00 
741 16.00 
742 16.00 
743 0.00 
744 0.00 

La Posta 

745 13.00 
746 0.00 
747 13.00 
748 16.00 
749 0.00 
750 0.00 
751 0.00 
752 0.00 
753 16.00 
754 4.00 
755 5.50 
758 22.00 
7'51 0.00 
758 0.00 
759 0.00 
7~ 0.00 
761 32.00 
782 0.00 
783 0.00 
764 18.00 
7135 0.00 
768 28.00 
7fi7 0.00 
788 0.00 
789 3.00 
770 22.00 
n1 o.oo 
m o.oo m 4.50 
n4 oi.SO 
175 0.00 
ne o.oo 
m 3.00 
778 3.50 
m o.oo 
780 0.00 
761 6.50 
782 0.00 
783 22.00 
784 10.00 
765 4.50 
786 0.00 
787 8.00 
786 13.00 
789 14.00 
790 0.00 
791 0.00 
792 7.00 
793 3.50 
79oi 5.50 
795 0.00 
798 0.00 
m 11.00 
798 4.00 
799 9.50 
800 0.00 
801 0.00 
802 42.00 
803 0.00 
804 9.00 

2245 85.00 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 
Only 5 cents per word sends your message to the largest & best 

informed group of postal historians in America 
Total lor Con1Kutlv•lnuo1 

ttUMA( Q ol I ' ' • WO~LI~ luu• luul'• lnu•• l•1u•• 
I ·'5 i "~ z 16 Jl2 5 '4·1 

26 }0 t ~0 '" 375 ,,. 
31 lS I l'J .l 04 4 35 fl i'~ 
J'i 40 200 348 "'·'"' 9 .:u 
41 45 1 Z'S J 92 5 61 10 G~ 
.4(. 50 150 ~ 36 6.24 II 81~ 
511>55 215 

.,. 6 84 I l 02 
56 (iiJ lVO 5.22 1<1 14lt' 
Cil·<i5 J75 5 66 810 IS 42 
6(, 70 ] ~0 f..!O '" Hd:i:.' 
71 15 ]15 652 9JJ I 1 lfi 
76 a.o ""' ••• .,. lfJ f;6 
81 85 .. <'5 140 10.5') ;~0 I 6 
BG 90, 4 ~~o 1 •• 11.22 ':!I ](. 
91 95 4 1'j 8 ,. II 82 22 !.0 
96 100 ..... 5 uo 8.70 12.45 .::1 70 
101 110 5 50 .,. I) 1 I :!!. 10 
1111?0 600 10 44 14 94 26 44 
111·1 J(l 6 so II 32 16.20 JO 64 
131 140 1 0<1 12 IB 1743 33 IB 
l(l !50 "" ll 06 18 69 3~ SA 

!iC" P•• Wlild 0v•' !'50 WOfdt 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

<~' CHECKOUT our Website at 
http://www.collectors-mall.com/ 

DPO's, RPO's, ships, Doanes, ma
chines, military and much morel My bi
monthly MaU Bid Sales offer thousands of 
postal history lots to collectors and dealers 
around the work:l.lfyou're not on our mailing 
tisl, why not? \M11e or call for sample cata
log. Also: seU your duplicates and excess 
material through my sales. v-mte or caU for 
details. Jim Mehrer, 2405-30th Street Rock 
Island, IL 61201. Phone: (309) 7eis539. 
E-mail: mehrer@revea led.net (29-4] 

CARDS & COVERS: FOR 
SALE 

OUR MAIL SALES feature postal history 
from almost every &tate. Also machine can.. 
eels, military, etc. Free catalog. No buyer's 
premium. We aiso welcome consignments. 
Juno Stamps, 1765A Juno Ave., St. Paul, 
MN 55116-1467. ~] 

CARDS & COVERS: FOR 
SALE 

CANAL ZONE postal history specialists. 
Send for our current price list filled wtth cov
ers and postcards. want lists forCZ cancels 
filled (We also have stamps and postal sta
tionery!) Cove"' also bought. C & H Stamps, 
P. 0. Box 855, DewiH, NY 13214-0855. 
Email CZCD@aol.com.l29-61 

U.S.PACIFIC ISLANDS exclusively. 
Guam, American Samoa, Woke, Midway, 
US Trust Territory forerunners (German, 
Japanese & US Administrations only), misc. 
small islands I do not carry Hawaii or Phi~ 
ippines. How can I help you? Howard Lee, 
Box 1705, Plains, PA 18705. (:l0-11 

PRIVATE COLLECTOR is selling hlsex· 
tensive ftown Graf Zepplin and Hindenburg 
cover collection • phone (805) 643-3987 (30. 
21 

D.P.O.s, 4 BARS AND DOANES, coun
trywide wtth strength In Maine, NH, NJ, NY, 
PA and Rl, most on postcard. send want 
lists, or lots made to order and sent on 
approval, If references furnished. Craig 
Mathewson, 114 Hayes MiU Rd, Apt D-202, 
Atco, NJ 08004. Member APS, USPCS, 
NJPHS. ( 29-51 

77 

TOWNS: WANTED 
ALASKA & YUKON & HAWAII postal 

history oldest to prasent wanted. APS Nfe 
member. Steve Sims, 1769 Vlllcl<ersham 
Dr., Anchorage, AK 99507 (907) 563-7281. 
(29-61 

ALL STATES, plus RPO'a, classic ships, 
etc. Use my MaW Bid Sales to sell your 
duplicates and excess material. Wite/call 
for consignment details. Jim Mehrer, 2405 • 
30th Street, Rock Island, IL 61201. Phone: 
(309) 786-6539. E-mail: mehrer @re
vealed.net (29-41 

ARIZONA: Blanchard, Cerbot, Curtisa, 
Cycloplc, GUiesple Dam, Gold Basin, Go~ 
conda, Hardyville, Huron, Leea Ferry, 
Reymert, Senator, Stockton, \l\oi)W Hole and 
Providence. Send priced .on approval or 
send photocopy klr offer. Richard V. Wy
man, 610 Bryant Ct., Boulder City, NV 
89005-3017. (702) 293-1098. (29-61 

CALIFORNIA - KERN & IMPERIAL 
County covers and cards. Especially inter
ested kt BakersfiekJ comer cards. Send de
scription or photocopies and p<loes to John 
Wiliams, 887 Litchfield Ave., Sebastopol, 
CA 95472 (29-6] 

D.C. (DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA) postal 
history. W.shington Philatelic Society put
ting together a postal history of D.C. along 
with postmarks In various categories. as a 
preliminary we will publish a D.C. bibliog
raphy for which we solictt your Input. In ad
dition we would like to hear from collectors 
of D.C. postal history or postmarks. All let
ters will receive 1 response and contribu
tions towards the book will be acknow
ledged. S.B. Stlss, 436 N. Pari< Drive, Ar
lington, VA 22203.13().11 

HAWAI'I, Copies of all postmar1<s be
tween ca. 1840 and 21 August 1959 seri
ously needed for postal history studies: in
cluding service, ship, transit and other re
lated msr1cings. I will pay copying and posl, 
and credtt each contributor. Phil Kay, P. 0. 
Box 920, Kaunakakai, HI 96746. 129-51 
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TOWNS: WANTED 
DOODLETOv.tj, NY and FLAGG, NY 

covers, cards-atamplessto 1980. Send on 
approval or photocopies. \Mil quickly re
spond. Roger Brody, P.O. Box 722, West
field. NJ 07091.(30-1( 

LOUISIANA and other mlci-Gulf Coast 
states. Stampadlstample88, etc. postal his
tory (1790-1917). Individual Hems/entire 
correspondences. Ron Trosclair (APS), 
1713live Oak St., Metairie, LA 70005. PH: 
(504) 835-9611 (29-4) 

MONTANA- CULVERTSON, April 13, 
1916 through April 30, 1920. Also, other 
Montana postal history - try me for your 
common S/1 1 & 2s. Also documents, 
CheckS. correspondenoa, advertising, pam. 
phleta. books, ephemera. Ken Hamlin, 517 
So. 5th Ave., Bozeman, MT 59715. (29-5) 

NEVADA: AHanta, Barclay, Bullionvilie, 
Coaldale, Columbus, Como, Comstock, 
Crescent, Deertodge, Fort Churchill, Fort 
McDermitt, Gold Butte, Homsilver, Kawich 
and Marietta. Send priced on approval or 
send photocopy for offer. Richard V. Wy
man, 610 Bryant Ct., Boulder City, NV 
89005-3017. (702) 293-1098.(29~) 

NORTH DAKOTA: All postal history 
wanted, from territorial to modem. Send 
photocopies or on approval. Gary Anderson, 
698 E. Hoyt Ave., St. Paul, MN 55106 (30-3) 

OREGON, PRE-1950 cancels of all 
types - operating - and DPOs, especially 
19th century. Washington Doane cancels 
and unusual cancels from any state. Send 
priced or on approval, or send photocopies 
for my otfer. Doug De Roost, 482 Modelaire 
Drive, La Grande, OR 97850 (~) 

PHILADELPHIA: 1850-1885 outgoing 
foreign-mail oovers wanted for personal col
lection. Prompt reply and offer promised; no 
SASE necessary. Please send photocopies 
only. John Barwis, P.O. Box 4704, Houston, 
TX 77210-4704. (29-5) 

SOUTH DAKOTA postal history from ter
ritorial to modem wanted for my personal 
colleciion. Top prices paid. Ken Stach, 212 
E. Woodglen Road, Spartanburg, SC 
29301. (29-4) 

UTAH: Alunite, Blue ACfe, Diamond, 
Goldstrik&, G111fton, Harrisburg, Hile, Iron 
Springs, Pine Valley, Robinson, Shauntie, 
Shem and nntic. Send priced on approval 
or send photocopy for offer. Richard V. Wy
man, 610 Bryant Ct., Boulder City, NV 
89006-3017. (702) 293-1098. (29-6) 

WEST POINT, NEW YORK covera -
stampless to WW II -wanted for personal 
coUectlon. Send on approval or photocop
Ies. Prompt response promised. Richard 
Helbock, P. 0. Box 135, Lake Oswego, OR 
97034 [29-4) 

September 1998 

DOANES: WANTED 
DOANE CANCELS: Buy and trade 

Doane cancels of aU statee. Send photocop
Ies or on approval. Gary Anderson, 698 E. 
Hoyt Ave., St. Paul, MN 55106)29-3) 

ADVERTISING COVERS: 
WANTED 

URGENTLY NEEDED: Pre-1900 Phila
delphia, PA advertising covers Ulustrated 
with buildings and street scenes. Also any 
paper memorabilia or postal history from the 
Philadelphia Centennial of 1876. All corre
spondence answered. Member APS. Gus 
Spector ,750 S. Main Street, Suile 203, 
Phoenixville, PA 19460. (30-3) 

MISCELLANEOUS: 
WANTED 

AIRMAIL COVERS - Commercial Only; 
No First Flights or philateltc -United States 
to destinations in Europe, Africa, Asia and 
Oceania dating from before 1938. Also C1-
C6 on commercial covers to foreign or do
mestic addresses. Send priced on approval 
or photocopies, or request my offer. Richard 
Helbock, P.O. Box 135, Lake Oswego, OR 
97034 (29~) 

ABN ISSUES (large/small ordinary post
age) on cover from Southern States. Ron 
Trosclair(APS), 1713live Oak St., Metairie, 
LA 70005-1069. PH: (504) 835-9811 (29-4( 

La Posta 

FOREIGN: FOR SALE 
DANISH "WWLD IMLD WESl"' INDIES 

stampa, covers, postal stationery, etc. long
time student/collector/exhibitor. Ron 
Trosclair (APS), 1713 Uve Oek St, Metairie, 
LA 70005-1069. PH: (504) 635-9611. (29-4) 

_ Let a La Posta Classified 
ad send your message to 
over 1 ,200 of North Amer
Ica's most energetic and in
terested postal history enthu
siasts.As simple as 1, 2, 3111 

1) WrHe down your ad on 
a slip of paper; 

2)Count words excluding 
ZIP code and check the rate 
card on page 77 to find the 
cost & number of insertions, 
and 

3) send your ad along with 
a check to La Posta, P.O. 
Box 135, Lake Oswego, 
97034 and we'll do the rest. 

OFFICIAL NOTICE 

Beginning with this issue, La Posta will no long carry an 
"Address Correction Requested" label. For many years, we paid 
for this as a service to our readers so that we could help track 
changes of address. For each undeliverable copy of the journal, 
USPS sent us a new address for our missing subscriber and 
charged a fee of $0.50. 

In July, however, the USPS began charging us $2.16foreach 
undeliverable issue, and when asked for an explanation, we 
were told that '1he rules must have changed." 

\/Vhat this change will mean to you, our readers, is that if you 
change your address you must let us know if you wish to 
continue receiving La Posta. We will no longer have an alter
nate means of keeping track of your address. We are sorry to 
have to stop providing this service, but hope you will keep on 
buying those Elvis and Bugs Bunny stamps and Sylvester & 
Tweetie !-shirts and coffee mugs because the USPS really does 
have our best interests at heart. 

Richard W. Helbock, Publisher 
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RANDY STEHLE MAIL BID SALE NUMBER 79 
16 Iris Court, San Mateo, CA 94401 

Phone: (650) 344-3080; Email: RSTEHLE@ix.netcom.com 

CAliFORNIA 
001 ACAMPO, 1934 F EMERGENCY SL ON COVER. EST. S5 
002 ALCATRIIZ, 1947 VG DUPLEX ON CACHETED COVER (74-63). E $5 
003 ANGEl. ISlAND, 1909 \IG 4-BAR ON PPC (75.45). EST. 55 
004 ASILOMAR, 11)17 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (14-35). EST. $5 
005 ASILOMAR, 19:23 F 4-BARON PPC (1.-35). EST. S8 
006 ATLAS. 1908 VG DOANE ON PPC ~34). EST. $5 
007 BECKWTH, 1915 F 4-BARON PPC (70-32). EST. $4 
008 BIG SUR, 1Q37 VG 4-BAR ON PPC. EST. $4 
009 BULWINKI.E, 1913 VG 4-BARON PPC (C$-22). EST. $8 
010 BRIDGE, 11i108 F COSO/SON PPC (02~7). EST. $70 
011 Bl.JTCHER RANCH, 1916 G+ .t-SAR CIS ON PPC (71-35). E. $5 
012 CAMP BADGER, 1885 G+ COS ON COVER RED'DftRT (79-94). E$35 
013 CAMPROBERTS,1945F MACHINE ON PPC. EST. J4 
01" CARMB., 1909VG DOANE ON GPC. EST. $4 
015 CHUALAR, 1909 F EKU MOT-620 RECDON PPC. EST. S5 
018 COLD BROOK, e~~1912 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (11-16). EST. $20 
017 CONCEPTION, 1910VG 4-BAR ON PPC (02-53~ EST. $4 
018 DAY, 1G07 F EKU MOD-6100N PPC (8BI53). EST. $5 
019 DEERPARK. 1i06 F CDS ON PPC (00-29). EST. S5 
020 DENVERTON, 1908 VG DOANE REC'OON PPC (58-11). EST. S8 
021 DE SABI..A. 1916 \IG 4-BAR ON PPC (11...t2). EST. $5 
022 EASTON, 19'10 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (09-16). EST. $20 
023 EDNA. 1009 VG +BAR REC'D ON PPC (87·20). EST. $10 
024 ELIZABETH LAKE, 1914 F 4-BAR ON COVERWIENCL (78125). E $12 
025 ELKI..A\M'\1, 1889 G+ COS 815 ON COVER WEDGE TEARS (88-97) 550 
026 FAIRPORT, 1922 G LITE LKU MOD-7800N PPC (12132). EST. $8 
027 FOREST CITY, 1891 F DPL.XBIS ON CVR RED'DQ LT (54-95) $10 
028 FORT JONES, 1909 G+ Sl W.fiFO REMOVED. Esl. $4 
029 FREOERICKSSURG, 1909G+ COS ON PPC (98-11). EST. $30 
ll30 GILROY HOT SPRINGS, 1009 VG CDS ON PPC (73-34). EST. $5 
001 GONZALES, 1896 V0 LKU MOT-840 REC'O ON GPC 'NFILING HOLES 12 
032 GONZALES, 1906 VG LKU MOT ·860 ON PPC (2nd REPORTED). E $6 
033 GONZALES. 1910 VG EKU MOT-8800N PPC. E. $6 
1»4 GONZALES, 1907 VO 4-BAR 015 ON PPC. E. $6 
035 HALF MOON BAY, 1901 VG RFO tt2 BISON COVER. EST. 515 
036 HARDY, 1909 F 4-BAR REC'D ON PPC (02·15). EST. $15 
037 HAVILAH, 1906 VG LKU KER-17300N PPC (66-18). EST. $10 
038 HENDERSON, 1908 VG DOANE ON PPC (Q6.22). EST. $8 
039 HILL, 1912 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (09·27). EST. $5 
040 HOLLISTER, 1885 F SAB-350 ON DOCKETED COVER. EST. 55 
041 HOLliSTER, 1909 VG DUPLEX ON PPC. EST. 54 
042 IMPERIAL JUNCTION, 1912 F 4-BAR ON PPC (10-13). EST. $40 
043 INGLENOOK, 1916 F COS ON PPC WIST AMP GONE (60-19). E $15 
044 INGOT, 1914 F LKU DOANE ON PPC (04-40). EST. S6 
045 IOAMOSA, 1907VG DUF\.EX REC'DON PPC (95-13), E. $10 
046 IOAMOSA, 19080+ 4-BAR REC'O & OfS ON PPC (95-13). E $6 
047 JERSEY, 1924 VG 4-BAR ON GPC (98-35). EST. $6 
048 LATROBE, 1908 F 4-BARON PPC (64·21). EST. $12 
049 McNEAR, 1907 VG CDS OlSON PPC (97·10). EST. 520 
050 NEIGHOORS, 1919'111/EAK MOB MOSTLY ON STAMP(05-20). EST. $6 
(!i1 NORTHSPUR, 1911 VG 4-BAR AS TRANSIT MARKING (10.22). E $30 
052 PAOFICGROVE, 19C&FOUPLEXON PPC. EST. S-4 
053 PAIGE, 19090+ 4-BAR ON PPC WIST AMP 1/.CGONE (08--14).E S30 
054 PARAIEO SPRINGS, 1923 VO -4-BAR ON PPC. (17fYJ). . EST. $5 
055 PLANTATION, 1911 F 4-BAR ON PPC (02-23) £sT $6 
056 PROSPECT PKSTA,1908 0 DUPLEX ON PPC (Q8.12). EST. S5 
057 RE~NE, 1liUIF DOANE ON CREASEOPPC(04-15). EST. $12 
058 SALSIG, 1908 F DOANE REC'O ON PPC (04-12). EST. $20 
059 SNol JUAN BAUTISTA. 1910 VG DUPlEX ON PPC. EST. $4 
0150 SYLVANOALE, 1913G 4-BARONPPCWISTAMPGONEAFFECTING 

CANCB.. (11-16). EST. $15 
081 'ltEST ALHAMBRA. 1911 G+ DUPLEX ON PPC (11-20). EST. S4 

COLORADO 
002 BARELA, 1911 VG COS ON PPC (74132). EST. $6 
063 BURT, 1913 VG 4-BAR ON COVER (10-16). EST. $35 
08-4 HO'MIERT, 1910 VG 4-BAR REC'O ON PPC (87·33). EST. $12 
085 MORAINE PARK, 1918 F 4-BAR ON PPC (02·21). EST. $12 
0!16 SAUGUS. 1911 F 4-BAR ON PPC (08-14). EST. $40 
067 TROUBlESOME. 1917 G+ 4-BAR ON PPC (78135). EST. 510 
068 TWN LAKES. 1911 F DOANE ON PPC. ES'f. $4 
099 TERCI0,1912G+4-BARONPPC(D2·49). EST. $6 
070 TOBE, 1911 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (1Clffl0). EST. $4 
071 TOLLERBURG, ca19'16 G ._BAR MOstLY ON STAMP (09-31). $5 

IDAHO 
072 BO'Nf.«)NT, 1911 F 4-BAR ON PPC (11-54). EST. S4 
013 FORO, 1915G+ 4-BAR ON PPC (11·30). EST. S6 
074 FRASER, 1~0 VG DOANE ON PPC (90-20). EST. $12 
075 HARLEM, 1911 G+ 4-BAR ON PPC (07-18). EST. $15 
076 MADISON, 1912G LIGHT 4-BAR REC'D& OlSON PPC (07-12) $12 
(JT7 MICA, 11i11 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (99-28). EST. $12 
aT8 ROCK CREEK, 1909 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (71125). EST. $12 
07P VOI.LMSR, 1911 F 4-BAA ON PPC (07-1~. EST. $6 

MONTANA 
060 BRJSTON, 1913 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (99.19). EST. $20 
031 COLDSPRING, 1907 F 4-BAR ON PPC (72·2-4). EST. $20 
tm OEMERSVIL.LE, 189'1 VG CDS ON GPC W/CREASE (ti9/Q6). E. $35 
W HOGAN,1908VG DUPLEX ON PPC(87·1~. EST.$20 
004 MM'MOTH, 1905 VG COS REC'OON PPC (77.Q8 PER). EST. $35 

NORTH DAKOTA 
085 APLIN, 1908G+ 4-BAR ON PPC (09-16). EST. $12 
CW3 BESSIE, 1911 F 4-BAR ON PPC (09-26). EST. S6 
t:B7 conONW:>OO LAKE. 1909G+ 4-BARON PPC(07-17). EST. S4 
068 HOW'IRD, 1SI09VG 4-BAR ON PPC (0&-17). EST. $6 
089 LUOOEN, ca1908 TV 11F (SCRIBSlE ONLY) RFOON PPC. EST. SS 

OREGON 
080 ALBERSON, 1912 G+ 4-BAR ON PPC WSTAMP GONE {07-23). E. S8 
~1 AUDREY, 1913 VG COS ON PPC (02·18). EST. $35 
~ GRIZZLY, 1908 VG COS REC'D & 015 ON PPC (9(Y48). EST, $8 
C»3 HILLMAN, 1911 F 4-BAR ON PPC (10.11). EST. $75 
004 HOOVER, 1908 VG 4-BAR REC'O ON PPC (07-18). EST. $10 
095 NESTOCTON, 1903FCDSBISON CVRWIEDGE FAULTS(67~). $85 
C96 OREGON CITY, 1910TY 11F (SCRIBBLE ONLY) RFD!IU ON PPC. $5 
~7 SHELBURN, 18Cll F 4-BAR ON PPC (9J.46). EST. $8 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
C98 JORDAN, 1Q2S VG -4-BAR ON PPC (10-33). EST. S6 
CQ9 MASON, 1913 G+ 4-BAR ON PPC (12-.40). EST. $5 
100 PLEASANTRIDGE, 1911 VG4-BAR ON SOILEDPPCWITEAR (11-~6 
101 WET A, 19:)111 F 4-BAR REC'D ON PPC WCOR BEND~- E. $5 

WASHINGTON 
102 BOSSBURG, 1;12 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (91--41). EST. $5 
103 COU.EGEST~ULLMAN,ca1916G+ OUF\.EXON PPC(15-) 55 
10-4 DALKENA, 1910VG COS ON PPC (03-42). EST. $15 
105 oev.EY. 1f#J7 G+ 4-BAR REC'DON PPC (98-18). EST. $8 
106 FIR, 1910 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (80-32). EST. $15 
107 FT ~IGHT STA, 1920 G+ DUPLEX ON PPC (07·50). EST. $4 
108 HAYES, 1907 VG CDS ON PPC(76-13). EST. $8 
109 MEADOW CREEK, 1915 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (13-16). EST. $35 
110 NEWCASTLE, 1909 VO DOANE ON PPC (94·35). EST. $e 
111 PEACH, 1910 VG 4-BAA ON PPC (98-39). EST. S6 
112 PING, 1899G+ CDS OlSON GPC WPIN HOLES (89-10). EST. $15 
113 SlATER, 1008 F 4-BAR ON PPC (06-19). EST. $12 

RPO's (Towle Tvpes) 
11-4 BALT & HIGHFIB..t:l, 1906 VG (236-C-3) 0/S ON PPC. EST. $5 
115 BIG RAPS H CY & OET, 1908 G+ (622·L·1) ON CREASEOPPC. 55 
1115 B LINE & ST PAUL. 1891 VG (869-M-1) ON GPC. EST. $6 
117 CALIENTE & BARSTOW, 1921 G+ (972-B-1) ON CVR RED'D & RT. $8 
118 CALISTOGA & VAL JCT, 1917 VG {983-0·1) ON WC. EST. S8 
11; CENTRALIA & HOQUIAM, 1936 F (lii01.4-A-1) ON PPC. EST. $8 
120 CENTRAUA& SOUTHBEND, 1922 G+ (901.3-A-1) ON COVER. E $6 
121 C SPGS & GLEN SPGS, 1912G+ (956-C-1) ON PPC. EST. $15 
122 DEAD & EDGE, 1935 F (947.4-C-1) ON GPC. EST. $-4 
123 DEC & HANNIBAL, 1936 F {713-E-1) ON GPC. EST. S4 
12-4 OENIOON & DALLAS, 1935 F (499.1-A-1) ON GPC. EST. $5 
125 DENVER & ALAMOSA, 1940 F {955-G-1) ON GPC. EST. 55 
126 DENVER & LEADVILLE, 1935 F (95.4-H-2) ON GPC. EST. S8 
127 De:S MOINES & CAINES, 1930 1/G (780-!='·2) ON GPC. EST. $8 
128 OES M & B..OON, 1IWO F (757-H-1) ON GPC. EST. $4 
129 DET G LEDGE &G RAPIDS, ca1915 VG C622·Y·1) ON PPC. E. S8 
130 DETROIT & MANSFIELD, 1938 VG (582-8-1) ON SOILED GPC. $3 
131 OODGEC & BOISE C, 1932 VG (918.5-0..1) ON GPC. EST. $4 
132 DOTHAN & PAN OTV, 1938 F C386-B-1) ON OPC. EST. $4 
133 OOTT & POC.AHONTAS, 1936F (290.1-A-1) ON GPC. EST. S8 
134 DRAKE & BISMARCK, 1931 VG (880.2-A-2) ON OPC. EST. S8 
135 DUL & THF RIV FALLS, 1937 F (880.3-B-1) ON GPC. EST. $8 
136 DUNK & TITUS, 1900 VG (149-E-3) ON PPC. EST. $8 
137 DUPONT & LAKE, 1931 VG (371-C-1} ON GPC. EST. $8 
138 DURBIN& RONCE.1950F (NEWTYPE)ONGPC. EST. $8 
139 HARLOWTON & GREAT FAU.S, 1916 G+ (891.7·8-1) ON PPC. $8 
1-40 HORICON & PORTAGE, 1905 G+ (840-F-2) ON PPC. EST. $6 
141 INO & BR JUNCTION, 189Q G+ (NEW TYPE) ON COVER. EST. $6 
142 KLAMATH FALLS & \IYEEO, 1911 VG (90Cl.4-A-1) ON PPC. EST. $15 
1-43 LA FARGE& ~UZEKA, 1911 G+ (848..2-A-3) 015 ON PPC. S5 
144 LAVo.fl:ENCE & GRIDLEY, 1917 G+ (9(9-AC-1) ON GPC. EST. S6 
145 LEEDS& JAMEST0\1\,t,l, 1912 F (966.6-0..2) ON PPC. EST. $8 
146 LEVIIIST'N & LOMBARD, 1908G+ (891.7-0.1) ON PPC. EST. $18 
147 PORTLAND & DALLAS, 1910 VG LIGHT (900.5-D-1) ON PPC. E S6 
148 PROV & SOUTHBRIDGE, 1913 G+ (71-C-3) ON PPC. EST. $5 
1-49 SEATTLE & SEWARD, 1926 F (x-14-tb) ON PPCWfTEAR. E. $12 
150 SEATILE & SEWARD, 1937 F (x-14-1) ON PPC. EST. S8 
151 SPOK& LE'NISTON, 1909 F (906.-4..C.1) ON STAMP. EST. $5 
152 TLJCS::>N & NOGALES. 1932 G+ (965.2·A·3) ON COVER. EST. $8 
153 TUOLU~E & STOCK. 1912 F (989.G.1) ON PPC. EST. $12. 
15-4 WALLACE & SPOKANE, 1909G+ (891!1.1-A-4) ON PPC. EST $5 
155 WOODBURN & SPRING, 19090+ (VOO.S..B-1) ON PPC. EST. $12 
156 NEWHAV:::N, CONNITR CLK, 1900 VG (92.S.2) ON OPC. EST. 58 
157 T.C. SAN JOSE, 1913 F (999-1·1) ON PPC. EST. $8 

STREET CARS (Towle Types) 
158 BOSTON CIRCUIY 1906 F (B0-10-d) ON PPC W/lR COR GONE S50 
159 BROOKLYN SO SHORE, 1906F (BR-6-b) REC'D ON PPC. EST. $12 
160 CHI & N CLARK STf2, 1908 F (CH-1-b) ON PPC. EST. S6 
161 CHI &WENT AVE/STREET, 1910VG (CH-7-c)ON PPC. EST. $8 
162 PITTSBURG/STREET, 191-4 VG FLAG (PI-2-i) ON PPC. EST. $12 
163 SEATTLE&SEAnLE, 1S112G+ (SE-1-a)ONPPC. EST. $20 

Mininunn Bid $3.00 please. Phone bids accept<d: 650-344-3080. 
CLOSING DATE: Odober 14, 1998 (10 PM Padftc) 
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ADVERTISING IN LA POSTA 

La Posta Publishes two types of Ads: Display & Auction/Net Price. Details for placing each are as follows: 
DISPLAY ADS - May be run on a contract basis for one, three or six insertions. Ad contents may be 

changed at any time, provided proper notice is given. Contract rates for ads of varying sizes are as follows: 
Ad Size One Issue Three Issues Six Issues 
1/8-page $13.00 $29.90 $54.60 
1/4-page $30.00 $69.00 $126.00 
112-page $55.00 $126.50 $231.00 
1-page $100.00 $230.00 $420.00 

These charges include Type setting & Layout 

AUCTION/NET PRICE ADS: The clwge for placing a 112-page ad is $45.00; 1-page $90.00; 2-pagcs 
$170.00 

These prices are for prepaid camera ready copy. Add $15 typing clwge is for 112-page auctions, $$35 for 
1 "page auctions; and auctions over 1-page must be camera ready or provided on computer disc. 

Ad Deadlines are as follows: Dec/Jan issue -Nov 20; Feb/Mar issue -Jan 20; Apr/May issue - Mar 20; 
Jun/Jul issue - May 20; Aug/Sep issue - July 20; Oct/Nov issue - Sep 20. 

For Additional Details Call or Write: La Posta Publications, P.O. Bolt 135, Lake Oswego, OR 97034 

INDEX OF ADVERTISERS 
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RANDY STEHLE - 79 
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BRUCE COREY • 70 
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DISPLAY ADS 

MIKE EU.INGSON - 69 
JIM FORTE· 71 
KIRK'S -70 
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JAMES E. LEE • 69 
JIM MILLER • 71 
JAMES H. PATTERSON • 70 
POSTAL HISTORY USA· 72 
SCHMITT INVESTORS LTD.· 71 
STEVE SIMS • 70 
DON TOCHER· 71 
JOHN WHITE • 72 
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