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PUBLISHER’S PAGE
Toward a Broader Understanding of 
Postal History

Have you ever been asked by a friend or family 
member, “Just what is this hobby of yours - postal 
history - all about?” You answer, trying to choose your 
words carefully, so as to impart some sense of the attrac­
tion the hobby has for you, but not wishing to sound like 
a complete loony. Sometimes the explanation works. 
Sometimes your words are met with a blank stare. Well, 
maybe - just maybe - our hobby is about to experience 
a broader acceptance and understanding by the general 
public. Consider the following three news items:

Barbara R. Mueller, in reviewing Rex Stever’s new 
book, Handling the Mails at Corpus Christi in the 
Postal History Journal (No. 109, February 1998), notes 
that book Stever’s book and the book by James Hale 
(Going for the Mail) appear to be aimed at “not just 
philatelists but at the larger public interest in local his­
tory.”

A major museum here in northern Queensland an­
nounced last week that it was actively seeking World 
War II diaries and family correspondence from Austra­
lians who were involved in the conflict as either civilians 
or soldiers. It was unclear from the TV story just how the 
museum planned to use the material to better inform the 
public about World War II in northern Queensland, but 
at least someone on their staff recognized the historic 
importance of family correspondence.

The recent Kevin Costner movie, The Postman, while 
not a particular commercial or artistic success, tells the 
story of a bogus post-apocalyptic letter carrier who un­
willingly finds himself carrying the mails among the 
surviving small towns of Oregon. The story is a bit silly, 
but the point is made that without mail service commu­
nities of people really would be cut off from one another 
as well as ignorant of all events beyond their tiny com­
munities. This is a point that most postal historians 
recognize all too well from their contact with the hobby. 
But in today’s world, where all of us are plugged in and 
wired up to TV, radio, cell phones, faxes, and email, the 
elemental importance of mail service is largely lost. 
Indeed, we often disparage the mail by referring to it as 
“snail mail”, and complaining about the glossy cata­
logues and circulars - junk mail — that daily fill our 
mailboxes.

By the way, Kevin Costner has shown a concern for 
accuracy in postal history detail in his earlier work. In 
the opening scenes of his award winning Dances With 
Wolves, the hero is shown receiving a letter while at the 
front during the Civil War. In a brief close-up, it is 

possible to identify the stamp on the envelope as Scott’s 
#65, or a reasonable approximation thereof.

In summary, do I think that these three news items 
constitute a trend toward a better understanding by the 
general public of the importance of postal history? Prob­
ably not, but at the very least they must be seen as small 
positive steps along that path.

We are pleased to welcome two new authors to our 
pages in this issue of La Posta. John L. DuBois launches 
our May offerings with his tale of “Love and Death in 
St. Thomas, D.W.I”. Later in the program, Tony Crum- 
bley introduces us to “Dated North Carolina Comer 
Cards Used as Postal Markings”. We are always excited 
about presenting work by new authors, and wish to 
re-extend our long standing invitation to all readers to 
become a La Posta author.

Fleshing out this May issue, we are proud to present 
some new work by a few more familiar names. Mike 
Dattolico recounts “Seaman Favreau’s Naval Odyssey” 
as a member of the Asiatic Fleet in the early years of this 
century. Martin Margulis illustrates some of his beau­
tiful covers in the context of the postal history of Rich­
mond County, New York. Robert Rennick continues 
his series of articles on Kentucky post office place 
names. Randy Stehle presents an update of his 12 year 
old article on “Not Delivered For Want of Time” auxil­
iary markings, and Mike Ellingson presents the latest 
installment in his ground breaking “Postmarks of North 
Dakota Territory.” All in all, a very lively issue. I hope 
you enjoy reading it as much as we’ve enjoyed bringing 
it to you.

Subscribers’ Auction Number 60 accompanies this 
issue of the journal. Please note our new telephone 
number (503) 543-2606. The mailing address remains 
P.O. Box 135, Lake Oswego, OR 97034, and our email 
address is laposta@teleport.com . Bidding in Auction 60 
will close June 30 at 5PM Pacific. Phone and email bids 
are welcome, and photocopy requests accompanied by a 
stamped, self addressed envelope will be honored 
promptly.

It is our hope to conduct Auction 61 with a closing 
date in September, but in order to do so we will need 
additional material to make up the sale. If you have postal 
history material which you would like to consign, now 
is an excellent time to send it along for prompt lotting 
and auction. All material for Subscribers’ Auction No. 
61 should be sent to P. O. Box 135, Lake Oswego, OR 
97034 to arrive no later than June 15th, 1998. Any 
material arriving after that date will be included in the 
following auction.

mailto:laposta@teleport.com
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THE ATTRACTIONS OF ISLAND LIFE - SIX 
MONTHS ON

As you read these lines, Cathy and I will (hopefully) 
be back home in Oregon bobbing about on our little 
houseboat near Scappoose. But as they are written, it is 
early March and we are still on Magnetic Island about to 
embark on a three week journey to get home. The sun is 
shining brightly today, and there a just a touch of drier 
air on the breeze. We are just coming out of nine succes­
sive days of overcast drizzly weather which was touched 
off by Cyclone May as it squatted over the Gulf of 
Carpentaria and dumped torrents of rain on the poor 
towns and cattle stations of the Gulf Region. Relief is on 
the way to those folks, but the news reports say many 
stations may be isolated for months in what has become 
a vast inland sea. People of outback Queensland and the 
Northern Territory are used to distinct wet and dry sea­
sons, but this year has been exceptionally wet and has 
brought real hardships to many of the region’s small 
communities. For those of us along the northeast coast, 
the big wet has brought the one disastrous flood in 
January, but since that time just many gray rainy days 
punctuated by brief periods of hot, humid weather. There 
are many things that Cathy and I will miss about north 
Queensland, but the exceptional “Wet Season of 1998” 
will not be one of them.

One thing high on the list of things I will miss is my 
nightly kookaburra feeding. Over the past few months, 
the kookas and I have established a daily ritual whereby 
they show up on a few particular branches outside the 
kitchen about 4:30 in the afternoon and begin a round of 
raucous singing. (If you’ve never heard a kookaburra 
sing, it’s a bit hard to imagine, but if you think of the 
semi-maniacal jungle calls in old Tarzan movies, then 
you are on the right track.) Once the singing starts, I 
prepare a tray of hamburger - locally called “mince” - 
pinched into small balls, and open the sliding patio door. 

Usually, the moment I step out onto the patio, I will have 
at least one and sometimes as many as three kookas come 
swooping down directly at the tray in my hand. The tray 
is small, and the birds are pretty good sized - a bit over 
a foot tall when standing - so there is only room for one 
to perch on the edge of the tray at a time. As a rule, the 
“extras” land at my feet, but I have had birds actually 
land on my arm and hand. Some birds show almost no 
fear, and we’ve speculated that a few may have been 
raised by humans.

Feeding usually consists of tossing or handing burger 
bits to the birds on an individual basis. Kookas are a 
member of the kingfisher family and have very large 
heads in proportion to their bodies, The first time I hand 
fed one of them, I was more than a little nervous about 
coming close to her very large beak with my fingers. 
They are very dexterous with their beaks, however, and 
the adult birds that are accustomed to humans can easily 
distinguish between burger and finger.

Over time, it’s become easy to recognize individual 
birds. These are blue winged kookaburras - as opposed 
to the laughing kookaburras. Males have blue tail feath­
ers and females have red with black stripes. Adults have 
very white eyes, while the juveniles have darker brown 
eyes. There are two family groups among those that 
come to dinner here, and, while the juveniles are as large 
as the adults, the adults are still feeding them. I hand a 
bit of burger to the adult, and he or she - both feed the 
young - position the meat at the end of their sizable beak 
and offer it to the juvenile. All the while the feeding is 
going on, the scene is a mixture of birds patiently await­
ing their next bite, birds flying in and out of the feeding 
site, and birds tilting heads back with beaks aimed to the 
sky — cackling, hooting and growling to their heart’s 
content. It’s really quite a show, and I shall miss the fun 
of it. Obviously, the kookas will miss it too, but they 
enjoy a special place in hearts of Australians and there 
are many people on Maggie who help them supplement 
their diet.

In response to a request by one of our readers for a 
postmark from Magnetic Island, I recently discovered 
that the island post office has a pictorial handstamp (see 
above). The pictorial part of the postmark features a hoop 
pine against a background of the island’s rocky headland. 
Hoop pines look a bit like Norfolk pines, but their 
branches curve upward as the illustration suggests. They 
are a prominent characteristic of the rocky headlands 
along Magnetic’s shoreline. While it would have been 
more convenient if I had discovered the existence of this 
postmark earlier in our stay. I am sure that anyone who 
would like an example can obtain one by sending the 
Magnetic Island postmaster a stamped, self addressed 
envelope and a polite note requesting a clear impression 
of the pictorial postmark. Airpost on letters of 20 grams 
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or less to the US must be prepaid by an Australian stamp 
of A$ 1.05. The appropriate address is Postmaster, Mag­
netic Island 4819, Queensland, Australia.

While it’s tempting to write a retrospective on our 
experiences with life on Magnetic Island, I think it is still 
too early to do so. I’m still too close to the subject to 
evaluate the experience with any degree of objectivity. 
Perhaps in a month or two, after we’ve settled back into 
a Stateside pattern, I can offer you an objective evalu­
ation. I can tell you that it has been a marvelous adven­
ture! We have seen things and done things that will stay 
in our memories for the rest of our lives. Unfortunately, 
we had only one family visit us from the States during 
our time here. It would have been fun to share some of 
what we’ve been doing with other Americans. Maybe 
next time...

Richard “Bill” Helbock

POSTAL HISTORIANS ONLINE
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in corresponding with other collectors via e-mail. Names 
are followed by specific interest (where known) and 
complete e-mail address. If you would like to join this 
list in future issues of La Posta, send us a note via e-mail 
at or Iaposta@teleport.com

Paul G. Abajian [Vermont postal history]
- PABAJIAN@vbi.champlain.edu

Murray Abramson [4th Bureaus & airmail to
foreign destinations] -abram001@mc.duke.edu

Charlie Adrion [Flag Cancels] - adrionc@mail.idt.net
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Gary Anderson [US Doanes & ND postal history]
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- babbx01@netside.com
John H. Barwis -j.h.barwis@siep.shell.com
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Gary Carlson [Ohio RPOs & machine cancels]

- gcarlson@ee.net
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Philip Chan [airmail postal history] - pchan@cs.comell.edu 
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Douglas Clark [Railway Mail] -dnc@alpha.math.uga.edu 
Tom Clarke [Philadelphia p.h.] - ocl-tom@ix.netcom.com 
Giles Cokelet [Montana p.h.]
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- JCrosbyci@aol.com
E. Rod Crossley [CA RPOs & Ventura Co.]

-- rcrossley@worldnet.att.net
Tony L. Crumbley [NC & Confederate postal history]

- crumbley@charlotte.infi.net
Richard Curtin — curtin@inreach.com
Allison W. Cusick [Ohio & WV p.h.; Doanes & Non-standards]

- awcusick@aol.com
Mike Dattalico [La Posta Associate Editor]

- mldattol @freenet.columbus.oh.us
John L. DuBois -jld@thlogic.com
Steve Edmundson [Tennessee postal history]

- TENACSTEVE@aol.com
Craig Eggleston [US Possessions] - cae@airmail.net
Stephen W. Ekstrom [US Transports & Connecticut p.h.]

- SWEKSTROM@aol.com
Mike Ellingson [North Dakota p.h.] - mikeellingson@juno.com 
Ray Erickson [Registration Label Mail] -vikel@ix.netcom.com 
Glenn A. Estus [Essex Co., NY & Stampless rates]

- gestus@nylink.org
Louis Fiset [WWII civilian internment ph]

- fiset@u. washington.edu
Jim Forte [Dealer] -jimforte@postalhistory.com

& Website http://postalhistory.com
Myron Fox [US & German censorship & WWI & WWII]

— MyronFoxl@aol.com
Gene Fricks [Literature, TN & NJPH]

-- emest.fricks@swec.com
Don Garrett [Mississippi] - Donompix@aol.com
John Germann [Texas postal history & ship covers] 

-jghist@neosoft.com
Jerry Gorman [Rhode Island PH] -barbarag@worldnet.att.net 
John Grabowski [Prexy postal history] - MINNJOHN@aol.com 
Ken Grant — grant@uwcmail.uwc.edu
Thomas E. Greene [Rhode Island PH] -TGBG@aol.com
John Grosse —johngrosse@compuserve.com
Ted Gruber [Nevada] - ted@fastgraph.com
Alex Gundel [Mail to Foreign Destinations]

- Alexander.Gundel@dlr.de
Michael Gutman [Mass ph & 19th cent,. Precancels]

- Mikeg94@aol.com
Larry Haller [Handstamped Flags] - LJHaller@aol.com
Art Hadley [Indiana postal history] - ahadley@hsonline.net 
Lou Hannen [Classic Railway & Waterways]

-- loucanoe@3rddoor.com
John T. Hardy, Jr. — hardy;@bragg,army .mil
Ron Harmon [Florida PH] -Rrharmon@aol.com
Neil Hawk [Doane cancels] -NEILINSPH@aol.com
Bill Helmer [Nevada] -bill5168@worldnet.att.net
Monte Hensley [Mexico pre1868 & Revolution]

- MHENSLEY@IBM.NET
Joe Horn - hom@mail.utexas.edu

Concluded on page 46
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RANDY STEHLE MAIL BID SALE NUMBER 77
16 Iris Court, San Mateo, CA 94401

Phone: (650) 344-3080; Email: RSTEHLE@ix.netcom.com
CALIFORNIA

001 ABRAMS, 1901 F CDS ON COVER RED D @ LEFT (95/02) EST. $20
002 ALCATRAZ. 1910 G+ 4-BAR ON PPC (74-63). EST. $5
003 ASILOMAR, 1919 VG 4-BAR ON PPC OF SITE (14-35). EST. $6
004 ASILOMAR, 1924 F 4-BAR ON COVER (14-35). EST $6
005 BAY, 1915 VG BLUE 4-BAR ON PPC (95-41). EST $4
006 BAYLES, 1909 F DOANE ON PPC (84-48). EST $5
007 BUTCHER RANCH, 1910 F 4-BAR ON PPC (71-35). EST. $6
008 CAMP ROBERTS 1942 MACHINE ON PPC (41-53 PER). EST. $5
009 CAMP TAYLOR, 1910 VG DOANE REC’D ON PPC (94-12). EST. $8
010 CARMEL, 1910 F DOANE ON GPC RE: LIBRARY. EST. $4
011 CARRVILLE, 1912 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (82/43). EST. $6
012 DEL SUR, 1910 VG LKU LOS-2180 ON PPC (90-25). EST. $12
013 ETHANAC, 1908 F LKU RIV-930 ON PPC (00-25). EST. $6
014 FETTERS SPRINGS, 1925 G+ 4-BAR ON COVER (13-39). EST. $6
015 FITCHBURG, 1910 F 4-BAR ON PPC (08-11). EST. $20
016 GONZALES, 1910 G EKU MOT-880 ON PPC. EST. $5
017 HAYWARD, 1943 MACHINE ON CVR W/RET ADDRESS ARMY AIRDROME. 8
018 HILTON, 1922 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (94-53). EST. $4
019 HOLLISTER, 1885 F SAB-350 ON COVER. EST $8
020 HOLLISTER, 1895 F EKU SAB-440 ON GPC. EST. $6
021 HOLLISTER, 1909 F DUPLEX ON PPC EST $4
022 HYNES. 1906 VG CDS ON PPC (98-48). EST. $4
023 IOAMOSA, 1909 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (85-13). EST. $10
024 KAWEAH, 1898 G+ CDS ON COVER (74-74). EST. $5
025 KING CITY, 1921 MOT-1330 ON PPC EST $4
026 LAKEVILLE, 1912 VG MAGENTA CDS ON PPC (59/20). EST. $12
027 LANCHA PLANA, 1907 VG CDS ON PPC (59/19). EST. $20
028 LEE, 1910 F 4-BAR ON PPC W/STAMP GONE. SCARCE. (07-12). $30
029 MERCED FALLS, 1914 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (56-57). EST. $4
030 MONTEREY, 1943 MACHINE ON COVER W/RET ADDRESS PRESIDIO. $4 
031 MONTECITO, 1911 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (86-14). EST. $20
032 MOSS LANDING. 1942 G+ 4-BAR ON COVER. EST. $4
033 NAPA SODA SPRINGS, 1907 VG CDS ON PPC (82-29). EST $6
034 NEENAH, 1921 F 4-BAR ON PPC W/PASTE REMNANTS (88-29). E $6
035 NEW HOPE, 1908 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (78-10). EST $12
036 NORTH COLUMBIA, 1912 G+ DOANE ON PPC (60-31). EST $6
037 ORANGEHURST, 1910 F 4-BAR REC’D ON PPC (08-16). EST. $30
038 ORRS, 1909 VG CDS ON PPC (89/33). EST. $6
039 OSWALD, 1914 F 4-BAR ON PPC (14-18). EST. $40
040 PEBBLE BEACH, 1935 F LKU MOT-2440 ON PPC. EST. $5
041 PEBBLE BEACH. 1944 G+ DUPLEX ON PPC. EST. $4
042 PIUTE, 1911 VG 4-BAR ON PPC W/STAMP GONE/SM TEAR (78/18) 15
043 POINT LOMA, 1908 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (93-36). EST. $4
044 POLLASKY, 1909 F 4-BAR ON PPC (91-10). EST $6
045 POMO, 1909 F 4-BAR O/S ON PPC (70/11). EST. $12
046 PORT SAN LUIS, 1911 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (07-32). EST. $6
047 POZO, 1907 VG CDS ON PPC (78-42). EST. $6
048 PRESIDIO OF MONTEREY, ca1943 MACHINE ON PPC (NO DIAL). $5
049 RANNELLS, 1909 F 4-BAR ON PPC (09-33). EST. $6
050 RECEIVING SHIP BR/SAN DIEGO, 1932 VG 3-BAR ON CVR (30-35) 6
051 RECTOR, ca1908 VG DOANE ON PPC (NYD)(96-32). EST. $6
052 RESORT, 1927 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (20-30). EST $6
053 REWARD, 1910 G+ 4-BAR ON PPC (09-37). EST. $6
054 SAINT JOHN, 1907 VG DOANE ON PPC (64/17). EST. $20
055 SALINAS. 1896 G+ CDS ON GPC. EST. $5
056 SAN BRUNO, 1943 F MACHINE ON PPC W/RE ADDRESS USNR. EST $6
057 SAN JUAN BAUTISTA, 1909 F DUPLEX ON PPC. EST $4
058 SAN LUIS REY, 1903 VG LKU SAN-5900 ON PPC W/BEND. EST. $4
059 SANTA RITA, 1910 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (09-14). EST. $20

COLORADO
060 ARRIOLA, 1911 F 4-BAR ON PPC (94/33). EST. $12
061 CASSELS, 1907 SWOLLEN DOANE O/S ON PPC (99-29). EST. $8
062 ROSEMONT, 1909 VG CDS ON PPC (03-26). EST. $12
063 SMUGGLER, 1911 F 4-BAR ON PPC (95-28). EST $12
064 TROUBLESOME, 1917 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (78/35). EST. $12

IDAHO
065 MACE, 1911 F 4-BAR ON PPC (99-22). EST. $6
066 ROCKVILLE, 1910 G+ CDS ON PPC (82-12). EST. $20
067 RUSSELL, 1912 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (01/23). EST. $12

MONTANA
068 MIDVALE, 1910 F 4-BAR ON PPC (92/13). EST. $6
069 MONTFORD, 1913 F 4-BAR REC’D & O/S ON PPC (10-20). E. $25
070 PIEDMONT, 1912 VG LITE 4-BAR ON PPC (10-23). EST. $15

NORTH DAKOTA
071 CEDAR, 1909 VG 4-BAR REC’D ON PPC (08-18). EST. $8
072 GRIFFIN, 1909 F 4-BAR ON PPC (81/20). EST. $6
073 JEWELL, 1897 VG CDS ON COVER (86-06). EST. $60
074 RIGA, 1907 G+ CDS REC’D ON PPC (02-18). EST. $6

OREGON
075 ARROW, 1910 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (10-18). EST. $35
076 BERLIN, 1909 F DOANE ON PPC (99-37). EST $4
077 CORBIN, 1907 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (01-10). EST. $75
078 MOUNTAINDALE, 1911 VG LITE 4-BAR REC’D ON PPC (73-35). $5
079 PITTSBURG. 1908 VG LITE DOANE REC’D ON PPC (92-08). E. $8
080 SHERWOOD, 1909 F TYPE 11A RFD (TOWN & DATE) ON PPC. E. $5
081 UNIV PARK STA . 1908 G+ DUPLEX ON PPC (03-72). EST. $4

082 WALKER, 1913 G+ 4-BAR ON PPC (91-25). EST $6

SOUTH DAKOTA
083 DUNNEBECKE, 1909 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (09-14). EST. $20
084 SHIRKVILLE, 1910 G+ 4-BAR ON PPC (10-14). EST $30
085 UTICA, 1908 F TYPE 11A RFD (TOWN & DATE) ON PPC. EST. $5

WASHINGTON
086 ALDERWOOD MANOR, 1921 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (20-64). EST. $4
087 ARDEN, 1907 F DOANE REC’D ON PPC (90-14). EST. $15
088 DELPHI, 1910 G+ CDS ON PPC (92-23). EST $12
089 DOLE, 1921 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (98-21). EST. $10
090 BIRMINGHAM, 1911 F 4-BAR ON PPC (10-23). EST. $6 
091 HORSEHEAVEN, 1908 G CDS ON PPC (03-32). EST. $5 
092 JARED, 1914 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (09-43). EST. $6 
093 ORIN, 1910 F 4-BAR ON PPC (02-44). EST $6
094 PENRITH, 1910 G+ CDS REC’D ON PPC (01-16). EST. $15
095 TAYLOR, 1909 F 4-BAR ON PPC (04-44). EST $6
096 UNCAS, 1910 F 4-BAR ON PPC (09-24). EST. $12

RPO’s (Towle types)
097 ABINGTON & W JEFF, 1936 VG (315-B-1) ON GPC. EST $8
098 ALBANY & PANAMA CY, 1949 F (386-A-1) ON GPC EST. $5
099 ALBURG & ALBANY, 1906 VG (40-I-5) ON PPC. EST $6
100 AMORY & PENSA, 1940 F (412-A-1) ON GPC. EST $5
101 ASHFORK & PHOENIX, 1931 F (967-A-6) ON GPC EST $8
102 ATL & FT VALLEY, 1938 F (372-D-1) ON GPC. EST $5
103 AURORA & SRAGENT, 1935 F (947.2-B-2) ON GPC. EST. $8
104 BAD AXE & PT HURON, 1937 F (639-D-2) ON GPC EST. $8
105 BAD AXE & SAG, 1931 VG (639-N-1) ON GPC. EST. $8
106 BAKERSFIELD & FELLOWS, 1911 VG (992.1-A-1) ON PPC. EST. $20
107 BARTOW & RONCEVERTE, 1938 F (283-A-1) ON GPC. EST. $8
108 BASTROP & NATCH, 1931 F (438-B-1) ON GPC. EST. $8
109 BEARDSTOWN & HERRIN, 1936 VG (732-E-1) ON GPC. EST. $8
110 BEDFORD & T HAUTE, 1938 F (675-A-2) ON GPC W/TEAR. E. $6
111 BENN & CHAT, 1936 VG (40-W-1) ON GPC. EST $8
112 BENTON HARB & LOU, 1937 F (669-E-1) ON GPC EST. $8
113 BERLIN & WR JCT, 1937 F (25-P-1) ON GPC. EST $5
114 BLYTHE & JONESB, 1940 F (457-B-1) ON GPC. EST $8
115 BUREAU & PEORIA, 1937 F (703-C-4) ON GPC. EST $5
116 BURLINGTON & CARROLL, 1937 F (75O-H-1) ON GPC. EST. $8
117 CAB & AMEAGLE, 1936 F (287-B-1) ON GPC. EST. $8
118 CALISTOGA & VAL JCT, 1926 F (983-G-1) ON PPC. EST. $8
119 CAMAK & (MACON), 1938 PARTIAL (363-D-2) ON GPC EST $3
120 CAZADERO & SAN FRAN, 1916 VG (985-H-3) ON PPC. EST. $8
121 CONWAY SPRINGS & LARNED, 1915 F (NEWTYPE) ON PPC. EST *8
122 CRESSON & INDIANA, 1909 G+ (173-H-1) ON PPC EST. $6
123 DENISON & HILLSB, 1916 VG (471-U-2) ON PPC. EST. $6
124 GALES & BURL, 1909 G (698-E-1) ON PPC. EST. $5
125 HORN & BUFF, 1910 F (125-T-1) ON PPC. EST $4
126 KANE & FOXBURG, 1907 VG (229-F-1) ON PPC. EST. $6
127 KLAMATH FALLS & WEED, 1910 F (900.4-A-1) ON PPC. EST. $15
128 LENOX & JACKSON, 1910 VG (644-D-1) ON PPC. EST. $8
129 L ROCK & HOT SPRINGS, 1911 F (460-C-1) ON PPC. EST. $6
130 LYNCH & NORTON, 1907 F (311-Y-2) ON PPC. EST. $6
131 MIL & NO McGREGOR, 1908 VG (843-R-2) ON PPC. EST. $6
132 MONETT & PARIS, 1909 VG (826-B-7) ON PPC. EST. $6
133 MONROE & ADRIAN, 1909 F (612-D-2) ON PPC. EST. $6
134 NORTHBEND & SEAT, 1913 VG (907.7-A-1) ON PPC. EST. $15
135 OCONTO & CLINTONVILLE, 1907 F (864-B-1) ON PPC EST $6
136 OROVILLE & SACRA, 1908 VG (983-J-1) ON PPC. EST. $6
137 OWOSSO & MUSKEGON, 1926 F (634-D-1) W/GTR PERFIN ON PPC. 6
138 PHILA & PORT DEPOSIT, 1906 VG (205-H-1) ON PPC. EST $4
139 RICHHILL & KANOPOLIS, 1915 VG (920-AD-1) ON PPC W/COR GONE 5
140 SAND & PEO, 1912 VG (266-J-1) ON PPC. EST. $6
141 SANTA ROSA & VAL JCT, 1909 F (984.1-A-1) ON PPC. EST. $15
142 SEATTLE & SEWARD, 1937 VG (X-14-m) ON PPC EST $8
143 SEATTLE & SKAGWAY, 1925 F (X-19-c) ON PPC. EST $15
144 SEATTLE & SKAGWAY, 1931 F (X-19-d) ON PPC. EST. $8
145 SHEYBOY & MERR, 1906 F (851-T-1) ON PPC. EST. $6
146 SHE & MERRIDIAN, 1906 F (851-V-1) ON PPC. EST $15
147 SPIRIT L & DES M, 1914 VG (784-F-1) ON PPC. EST. $6
148 SPOKANE & ADRIAN, 1909 VG (906.6-A-1) ON PPC. EST $15
149 SPOKANE & ADRIAN, 1921 VG (906.6-A-3) ON PPC. EST $15
150 (SP)OKANE & COULEE CITY, 1907 PARTIAL (906.6-D-2) ON PPC 15
151 SMU(AS &) SEATTLE, 1910 PARTIAL (901.1-C-1) ON PPC. E. $15
152 TRUCKEE & LAKE TAHOE, 1910 G+ (997.4-A-1) ON PPC. EST. $12
153 TURKEY RIVER & W UNION, 1910 F (797-E-1) ON PPC. EST $15
154 WILLITS & SAN FRAN, 1912 G+ (985-U-1) ON PPC. EST. $12
155 ALBANY, OREG/TRANS CLK, 1912 VG (987.1-B-1) ON PPC E. $12
156 ROUND TABLE DENVER, 1910 VG (959-A-6) ON PPC. EST $6
157 TOLEDO, OHIO/TRANS CLK, 1910 F (601-N-1) ON PPC. EST. $5

STREET CARS (Towle types)
158 CHI & N CLARK ST, 1910 F (CH-1-a) ON PPC. EST. $6
159 CHI & WENT AVE, 1906 VG (CH-7-b) ON PPC. EST. $6
160 CHI & WENT AVE/STREET RPO, 1911 F (CH-7-c) ON PPC. E. $6
161 PHILA & DARBY, 1910 G (PH-7-a) ON PPC. EST. $20
162 PITTSBURG, PA STREET, 1907 VG (PI-2-e) ON PPC. EST. $15
163 PITTSBURG, PA STREET 1907 VG FLAG (PI-2-I) ON PPC. E $15
164 SEATTLE & SEATTLE, 1909 G+ (SE-1-a) ON PPC. EST. $25
165 TOWSON & CATONSVILLE, 1913 F (BA-5-f) ON PPC W/TEAR. E. $6

Minimum bid $3.00 please. Phone bids accepted: 650-344-3080.
CLOSING DATE: June 17, 1998 (10 PM Pacific)

mailto:RSTEHLE@ix.netcom.com
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Love and Death in St. Thomas, D.W.I.

"A series of eight American letters

by John L. DuBois

St. Thomas, D. W. I.

lie port of St. Thomas in the Danish West
* Indies (since 1917, the U.S. Virgin Islands) 

was, after 1815, a place of great opportunity. Lo­
cated at an intersection of trade routes between 
New and Old Worlds, and possessing a superior 
harbor, it was perfectly situated to serve as an en­
trepot and supply depot for commercial shipping in 
all directions.

Opportunities were all the more appealing, 
since for fifteen years the rapid growth of maritime

John L. DuBois has been interested in Danish West Indies 
philately since the mid 1970’s. His collecting interests are 
broad, including dues and due markings, 18th century postal 
history, postal stationary, and the U.S. and Brazil Mail Steam­
ship Company.

He has published in The Posthorn of the Scandinavian Col­
lectors Club (SCC), and has written a history of the Brazil 
Mail Line which will appear in the /998American Philatelic 
Congress Book. John is currently working as co-editor on 
the second edition of the three volume series DW! Mails. 

commerce, which began in 
the 18th century, had been 
stopped and reversed by a 
series of misfortunes. Brit­
ish occupations in 1801-2 
and 1807-15 as well as the 
1807-9 embargo in Amer­
ica and the War of 1812 
had halted prosperous de­
velopment of this colorful 
port.

These disturbances 
having passed, rising trade in the Caribbean once 
again offered potential riches to ship owners, mer­
chants and entrepreneurs with skill and fortitude. 
St. Thomas possessed natural advantages in addi- 

. tion to liberal business opportunity. The environ­
ment of the Leeward Islands was superficially 
beautiful. Liberal sunshine, temperate weather 
and island geography all beckoned.

Danger, drama
Dehind the rosy outlook, however, lay many 

*-^and serious dangers. Storms, unscrupulous 
customers and partners, privateers, maritime disas­
ter, tropical disease, horrible accidents and crime 
all threatened to claim property and health from 
the otherwise successful. Yet, the enormous po­
tential for profits drew entrepreneurs who were 
sure they could overcome die obstacles and accu­
mulate wealth. Naturally, the juxtaposition of 
frontier opportunity and danger set the stage for 
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human dramas.

Postal history occasionally permits a glimpse 
into these dramas. The window, in this case, is a 
series of letters between St. Thomas and Cape Cod 
written in the eight year period 1834-42. They 
were written by merchant Gideon Eldridge and his 
associates who had established a shipping and 
commission business on the island, to family mem­
bers in Barnstable on Cape Cod, Massachusetts. 
The letters tell a fascinating, but sad, story. Al­
though there are only eight, and one is a duplicate, 
it is surprisingly complete. Still, one would like to 
know more details before and after the visible pe­
riod.

Barnstable had a sizable harbor, but it was 
shallow and there was a formidable bar at the en­
trance. The town never became a major shipping 
port, but rather a comfortable home to families 
successful elsewhere in the region through mari­
time related commerce or associated areas such as 
law and banking.

Cape Cod, Massachusetts

The Eldridge family
i "he Eldridge family had probably settled there 

« in the 18th century. Gideon Eldridge, who is 
introduced to us in the first letter, written to his 
mother, clearly knew the business opportunities in 
the West Indies. He moved from Cape Cod to St. 
Thomas, with a young wife, sometime before 1835 
to open a shipping and commission business, leav­
ing behind an extended family.

Genealogical records from Barnstable provide 
a little information about Gideon Eldridge and his 
family. His father, also named Gideon, was born 9 
November 1766. His mother's maiden name was 
Anna Howes, born in 1767. The son Gideon, who 
was born 9 March 1797, had a younger brother, 
Waterman, born 11 February 1802. Records show 
a marriage of Gideon Eldridge and Elizabeth Nick­
erson on 12 June 1824 as well as a son, still an­
other Gideon, born 3 April 1833 in Chatham.

We encounter Gideon's mother, Anna, and 
brother, Waterman, in the first two letters. Look­
ing ahead, we find in the fifth letter that Gideon 
had been previously married and had two children 
by that marriage. These would have been daugh­
ter, Mary Ann, appearing in these letters and the 
son mentioned in Barnstable records but, curi­
ously, not by name in the letters. His first wife, 
Elizabeth, must have died since divorce was rare at 
the time. The new marriage, and move, could not 
have been before 1833 when the son was born, so 
we tentatively place it in 1834, not long before the 
first letter from St. Thomas in November 1835. 
The close proximity of the son's birth and the new 
marriage suggest that Elizabeth died in childbirth.

It seems likely that the move to St. Thomas 
was an attempt to "start over" in the fertile busi­
ness climate of the West Indies after Gideon's first 
wife died. Mary Ann, who was probably about ten 
at the time of the first letter, was perhaps left at 
home to be assured of good schooling. More de­
tails of the new life and business gradually emerge 
from these letters.
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Three views of St. Thomas from the first years of the twentieth century

St. Thomas, Danish West Indies.
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The letters
A Ithough drawn from content of the letters, 

/ I the following commentary contains much 
speculation and the reader may come to different 
conclusions based on the same material. Punctua­
tion and spelling have been transcribed without 
change from the manuscript.

Letter One
[Reasonable modern paragraphing has been 

added to facilitate letter reading. —Ed.]

St. Thomas, Nov 19 1835
Dear Mother

It is almost 9 months since I have heard 
from you and I think it very strange as we 
have had frequent opportunities from Bos­
ton and you have only to direct your let­
ters to Joseph Locke Boston and he will 
forward them by every opportunity. I am 
very anxious to hear how Sarah is and of 
you and how you have done the best gar­
den.

I have to inform you that I have a fine lit­
tle daughter one month old today. Phebe 
and Virginia as we think of calling her are 
well and both send their love to you all. 
My health is now tolerable fair. My busi­
ness has been good since I dissolve with 
Captain Perkins. I have not time to say 
any more at this time as the vessel lays off 
anchor for a short time. Give my best 
love to Sarah and her young.

ing largely on profit from a single ship. Brokering 
of shipping and merchandise combined with com-
mission sales of products on consignment was the 
best route to wealth when business was thriving at 
St. Thomas during the 19th century. Gideon has 
taken steps to improve his prospects, but a cloud 
has appeared on the horizon. The statement that 
his health is “now tolerable fair” suggests that 
there have been problems. About three and one- 
half years pass before we see another letter; this 
time to his brother Waterman.

Letter Two
Affectionately
G. Eldridge

St. Thomas, May 16 1839
Dear Brother

Evidently Gideon had started the new business 
in partnership with a Captain Perkins, probably a 
ship owner-operator. But, in this letter he speaks 
of dissolving the partnership, no doubt due to busi­
ness (and, possibly, personal) problems. This is 
not surprising since there would be risk in depend-

Enclosed you will find an order on Dr.
Winslow Lewis for $474.42 which got ac­
cepted and when collected ends the 
amount of my note. Capt White left here 
about one week since for New York and 
will pay you a visit on his arrival. Phebe
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Letter I - Folded ship letter to (Cape Cod) from St. Thomas, 19 November 1835, via the port of Weymouth, Massa­
chusetts 22 December, to Barnstable on "C.C.", Cape Cod. Red manuscript “SHIP 12“ and Weymouth circle postmark.

The rate consists often cents inland postage plus two cents ship fee (30-80 miles, Acts of 1816 & 1825).
The letter is addressed to Waterman Eldridge, but directed inside to Gideon’s mother.
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Letter I

has written the girls all the particulars 
about the family. I have not been very 
well for this last few days on account of a 
bad cold.

Mr. Ramsay left for Europe this morning 
on account of the death of his mother. 
Anne wrote about letting Mary Ann re­
main home the summer term but I am as­
suredly against it as the vacation will be 
sufficient and she will lose half she has 
learnt. Therefore unless she is actually 
sick she must devote 2 years longer to her 
education as it is all important for her to 
do so. I shall remit a draft for her account 
by next opportunity.

I hope you are all well. Tell mother that 
she must give up work and enjoy herself 
the balance of her days. You have a 
plenty of time and I want you to write par­
ticularly how you get along. What im­
provements you have made about the 
house etc. etc. and the company you have.

Phebe sent some things by Capt Baker 
who married uncle Barney Eldridge 
daughter a short time since and has prom­
ised to call and see you. We have a plenty 

of business in fact as much 
as we can attend to par­
ticularly in the absence of 
Ramsay. Give my love to 
mother and family.

Yours Affection
G. E.

We now see more of the fam­
ily. Daughter Mary Ann is behav­
ing like a typical teenager and 
trying to escape some time at 
school. Gideon’s brother Water­
man is expected to handle finan­
cial affairs for him at home. This 
request hints, but just barely, that 

their father may be deceased, especially since 
Gideon seems to be providing most of Mary Ann's 
support. Mother’s "work" is ambiguous, but this 
probably refers to housework - employment would 
be unusual in the upper class to which the family 
undoubtedly belongs. But, Gideon’s health is men­
tioned again, and although he reports it as “a bad 
cold”, we will see that it was a much more serious 
symptom.

Gideon has taken a new partner in business: 
Dundas Ramsay. This probably occurred early in 
the preceding three years - the firm name becom­
ing Eldridge and Ramsay. It was a good choice. 
Ramsay was apparently well connected and a man 
of some means. He, along with a relative, J. Ram­
say, had been among the founders of the first St. 
Thomas bank, in January 1837. Formed to service, 
and profit from, the burgeoning trade at the port, 
the bank was capitalized with $500,000.

Letter Three
St. Thomas, March 3rd [1840]
Dear Waterman

I wrote to Mary Ann about a fortnight 
since but know you will feel anxious to 
know how Gideon’s health is, so share 
with you a few lines now, being at leisure
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Letter 2 - Folded ship letter from St. Thomas, 16 May 1839, via Boston, Massachusetts 13 June to Waterman Eldridge in 
Barnstable. Red Boston circle postmark, type 211, and manuscript "40*. This is a triple rate consisting of three times 

twelve and a half cents inland postage plus two cents ship fee (80-150 miles, Acts of 1816 & 1825). The exact amount 
should have been 39-1/2 cents, but it was rounded up to 40. The letter is heavy because of a money draft enclosed.



14 May 1998 La Posta

altho I know of no opportunity home just 
now. Gideon remains about the same as 
when I last wrote. His cough does not 
trouble him so much, but he is very fee­
ble. He rode out two or three mornings 
this week and took a row in the harbor. 
He as well as all of us are longing for May 
to come that he may try his native air and 
he begs me to say that he is anxious to go 
home as early as possible. But much will 
depend on the state of the weather at 
home and you must keep us regularly in­
formed about the weather at home and if 
the prospect is for a mild spring or a cold 
one.

Gideon is about setting up his business 
here at my urgent request. As if he has 
enough to live upon. How much better it 
is to go home and live at ease and take 
care of his health than to go on doing 
business and for the sake of making a little 
more money lose his life. He sees the 
folly of it now. He says "Oh Phebe if I 
had only listened to you and not though so 
much of making money how much better 
I should have been today." I say let us go 

home. It has 
long been my 
cry - and live on 
what little God 
has given us. 
And then he 
can have time 
to go about and 
regain his 
strength. And 
we can all be 
happy. He suf­
fers more now 
from debility 
than aught else 
but as his appe­
tite is good, we 
soon hope to 

see him about again.

The children are well and look forward to 
coming home with great joy. We have not 
heard from you for some time altho two 
Boston vessels arrived last week. I got a 
letter from Mary Ann by one of them and 
she says you are all well. We have never 
received the cranberries or marmalade. I 
am having some tamarind put up for you 
now. Fanny sends love to all.

Gideon says he longs to smell old Cape 
Cod again. Poor soul he is so very thin 
but “He who is able to raise us” will I 
trust hear our prayers for his recovery, 
[missing] his life to bless us for years to 
come. I seldom leave his side. He will 
not let a soul do anything for him but me. 
But oh how thankful I am to God for giv­
ing me health and strength to do all. I 
could not bear the idea of seeing any one 
else nursing my dear dear husband. Give 
our love to all and write very often.

Your affectionate
Phebe



Letter 3 - Folded ship letter from St. Thomas, 3 March 1840 via the port of Wilmington, North Carolina, 7 April, to 
Barnstable and addressed to Waterman Eldridge. Black manuscript *47", Red ‘SHIP’ and Wilmington circle postmark. 
This rate consists of twenty-five cents inland postage plus the usual two cent ship fee (over 400 miles, Acts of 1816 & 
1825). On the REVERSE of letter three is the only known example of the cachet of the Eldridge & Ramsay business.
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This is the first letter from Gideon’s wife 
Phoebe, who obviously loves her husband very 
much. It has been less than a year since the last 
letter and there is now a serious problem with 
Gideon’s health. Even from the few symptoms de­
scribed, it is possible to diagnose the illness as tu­
berculosis, one of the most dreaded diseases in the 
Caribbean in the period. It ranked with smallpox, 
yellow fever and malaria which were more virulent 
and killed faster.

Tuberculosis is a slow illness, spread by person 
to person contact or aerosols, that is more difficult 
to acquire than other tropical diseases and takes 
longer to run its course. (Some strains were spread 
via unpasturized milk.) Since there were no antibi­
otics until streptomycin was discovered at the time 
of WWII, treatments were palliative and largely 
ineffective. It was not always fatal, however, some 
people were able to combat the illness and live a 
normal life expectancy.

Typical symptoms were weight loss and low 
grade fever, hence the term "consumption." A 
chronic cough, weakness and malaise were also 
hallmarks of the illness. Looking back to earlier 
letters, it seems likely that Gideon may have been 
infected as early as 1835 and, possibly, even before 
the move to St. Thomas.

Letter Four
St. Thomas, March 18th 1841
My Dear Waterman

It has become my painful and distressing 
duty to inform you of the death of our be­
loved and idolized brother Gideon who de­
parted us in peace on the 16th at 6 in the 
morning. He had his perfect senses until 
within one hour and spoke as well as he 
has for some time past, and although he at 
times thought he never would recover, 
still, I know he had hopes until the last, 
and the night before he wished for a con­
sultation of physicians, but when told that 

it was useless, he said he was resigned and 
ready for what his God had appointed 
him, that his conscience was clear as re­
gards any injury he had done his fellow 
creatures, that he regretted that he could 
not be able to see once more his dear fam­
ily but if it was only to see them once per­
haps it was wisely ordered that he was 
spared that pang of parting.

He and all of us hoped that he might live 
to get to America as he had notwithstand­
ing his being so seduced in flesh an excel­
lent appetite, and nothing distracted him. 
A week ago today he went out of the har­
bor for the benefit of the sea air, and was 
so flattered by his feelings, that he pro­
posed a trip to Barbadoes but of course we 
could not second it, knowing his weakness 
better than himself.

He never appeared to suffer at all, but for 
one hour he breathed gently like a child 
without a distressed look, or a groan, and 
from the moment he gave up his spirit, his 
wife (who had not been in bed for four 
nights) became insensible, and has been 
on her bed with the fever ever since and is 
of course unable to attend to writing at 
present, but her first care will be to write 
Mary Ann as soon as she can collect her 
senses together.

She was devoted to him and his last sensi­
ble words were “do not leave me one mo­
ment, I cannot die without you”. For six 
months she has never lost sight of him, 
and both his physicians say that his dis­
ease has been coming on for years, and 
that nothing could have saved him, its the 
climate here, and the great care taken of 
him could not do it.

There is no opportunity to send direct to 
the States now as this will go to Porto 
Rico, but the first vessel to New York or
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Boston will bring his dear re­
mains, as it was his request that 
he should be laid by his mother. 
He has been embalmed in spices 
and put in a puncheon of spirit, 
and every thing done to preserve 
it as perfect as possible.

He made all his arrangements as 
regards his affairs, but as his 
wife is left to look out for every 
thing in confirmation with three 
executors, it will be impossible 
for us to leave here perhaps for 
some months. It would be our 
wish could it be possible to be 
there to attend to the last duties, 
but if it cannot be it is my sis­
ters request that every honor 
shall be paid, and a funeral take 
place at home.

All expenses incurred will be 
paid by her, and you must send 
out at once all your accounts 
against him for Mary Anns edu­
cation. It is too painful to me to 
enter into any particulars about 
his affairs, excepting to say, his 
children are all made equal and 
it will take a long time to ascer­
tain what is left.

He has been able to ride out on 
horseback until within three 
weeks which did encourage us 
that he might have reached 
home. It is dreadful for me to 
have to write so soon, but it is 
my duty. My sister so ill and 
you must excuse any omissions I 
may make, and consider how 
forlorn it is for us to be here; al­
though he left many friends and 
those who would interest thcm-

Letter 4 - Folded ship letter from St. Thomas, 18 March 1841. Carried pri­
vately to Guyama, Puerto Rico where it was forwarded by Samuel N. Gott to 
New York, 12 April and Barnstable. The service of forwarding was most com­

mon in Caribbean ports during the 19th century before the establishment of 
regularly scheduled steam packet lines. Forwarders were often also merchants 
or shipping agents who had detailed knowledge of the routes and likely sched­
ules of ships. Red "SHIP", manuscript "20—“, and New York circle postmark. 
The rate is eighteen and three-quarter cents inland postage plus two-cent ship 

fee (150-400 miles, Act of 1825. This was the only rate step changed, in
1825, from the schedule in the Act of 1816). The letter is addressed to Wa­

terman Eldridge. Note, particularly, the black wax seal to acknowledge 
mourning. Mortality was high in those days and etiquette for dealing with the 
circumstances well developed. The most common practice on envelopes was 
to put black stripes around the edges, but for folded letters, black sealing wax 

was more practical.
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selves for his family. It is impossible yet 
for us to realize it for although we saw 
him wasting away he has appeared no 
worse than he did a month ago except in­
creasing weakness.

Poor Mary Ann, say all to her that powers 
can assure of our pity and say she shall 
hear from us soon. Give our love to the 
girls and say that we hope they will be 
supported through the dreadful affliction 
awaiting them, and how much we wish 
that we could have the privilege of saying 
our last respects to his dear remains. My 
feelings will not let me write more but as 
soon as we can get our minds in any way 
more calm, we shall write every particular. 
Your own knowledge of what I must feel 
must excuse whatever is omitted. Please 
give our love to all, and our sympathies 
for this bereavement, and accept it the 
same from your friend.

E. F. White

It is a year later and Gideon has died. The de­
scription of his last weeks confirm tuberculosis, un­
questionably, as the cause. The writer, E.F. White, 
seems to have been very close to the family, and 
may be the same Captain White mentioned in let­
ter two. This, and later, letters indicate that he, 
and others, moved from Massachusetts to St. Tho­
mas in connection with the Eldridge business so he 
may well have been a relative. The letter also re­
veals that Gideon’s mother has died some time in 
the six years since 1835. The shipping of his body, 
back to Cape Cod preserved in rum, was unusual 
and expensive - a practice normally reserved for 
wealthy or famous people. The container, a 
“puncheon”, would have held about one hundred 
gallons (minus the body).

Letter Five
Per "Star"
Via N. York
St. Thomas, March 22nd 1841

Dear Sir

Although I have not the pleasure of your 
acquaintance I beg leave to wait on you 
with a copy of the annexed circular since 
which I am sorry to say your brother de­
parted this life on the morning of the 16th 
inst accounts of which have been duly for­
warded to you via Porto Rico. The state 
of Mr. Eldridge’s health has been so long 
dubious that any hopes of recovery were 
vain, but having held out so long we were 
all of opinion that he might be able to re­
main with us a little longer but when it 
pleased the all-wise to call him to himself.

Mrs E’s affairs in as far as regards a will 
are all duly in order. Edward Simmons 
Esq Jr. merchant of this place Mrs. Eld­
ridge and the writer are placed as Execu­
tors to the will - the child Mary Ann 
Eldridge being provided for along with the 
two children of the last marriage, and I am 
now busily engaged in bringing affairs to a 
close so as to protect the interest of his 
widow and children to which effect I have 
with consent of the other Executors as­
signed your power, regarding the 2/3 of 
Schooner Merchant to James Henry Esq 
78 Wall St New York who in case he re­
quires for the power will address you on 
the subject it being my wish to liquidate 
all business of the house as speedily as 
possible.

The body of your brother will be sent on 
the Schooner 'Orleans'. Capt Eldridge to 
sail in a day or two for N York and who 
will perhaps take it on to Boston care of 
Lombard &. Whitmore preserved in spices
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Letter 5

& rum. Letter Six
In haste
Yours respectfully
D. Ramsay

Apparently, some time between 1836 and 
1840, Gideon and Phoebe have had another child, 
but we never learn the name. This and the follow­
ing duplicate are the only letters we have from 
Gideon’s partner Dundas Ramsay. From the tone 
and the first paragraph, we may infer that relations 
between Ramsay and the Eldridge family were for­
mal and not particularly close. It is unfortunate 
that we have so few clues to Dundas’s contribution 
to the business, but we may assume that he man­
aged almost single-handed for the last year or two 
due to Gideon’s debilitation. There have been no 
records found to indicate that Ramsay carried on 
the business after the 1841 dissolution. This is not 
a surprise, for, as we will sec, there would be no 
time for that. Note Gideon’s fractional "2/3" own­
ership in a schooner. Shared ownership was very 
common, the ship’s captain often having some 
part.

Duplicate
St. Thomas, March 22, 1841

Mr. Waterman Eldridge 
Boston Barnstable Mass 
Dear Sir

[The duplicate body of the letter as above 
excluded here. --Ed.]

In haste
Yours very respectfully
D. Ramsay

This is obviously a duplicate of letter five, sent 
by a different route. It is quite rare for duplicate 
ship letters of the early 19th century to be pre­
served and reunited. There is only one other re­
corded instance among D.W.I. postal history. 
Particularly interesting, on close study, are the 
small differences from the first letter brought about 
by hasty copying of the manuscript.



May 1998 La Posta

conducted in this tslund^ ly.-tfe

Waiut Tlio nns, ^larch 5, 1S11

ITc Leg to inform you, that the Busi nets hitherto conducted in thin tsland^ by .tfa. 

.undersigned, wider the Firm of Iskll'iilge, Hailisay «& this day dlssolccd, by mutual

consent.—Owing, to the continued indisposition of Mr. GIDEON ELDRIDGE, -the settlement of affairs
1 ft 7 • •• •

devolves on Mr.' DUNDAS RAMSAY, who is duly charged, and totll only make use of ■ the.sisuialuid. 

of said Finn, for the liquidation thereof.'

IVc arc respect*

GID

■ Your Obt. Soils

DUN

ELDRIDGE;

'RAMSAY?.'-'

Letter 5 - Folded ship letter from St. Thomas, 22 March 1841, via New York 7 April to Barnstable. Note that the date 
of Receipt in New York is before the 13 April receipt of letter four which had been dispatched earlier through Puerto 

Rico. Evidently the very first vessel which might be able to get mail to New England after Gideon's death went to Puerto 
Rico. Despite the prompt departure, that first letter must have sat in Puerto Rico waiting for a northbound ship or else 

gotten on a very slow passage. Red ’SHIP", manuscript "20-", and New York circle postmark. The rate is the same as • 
letter four, also through the port of New York. The letter is addressed to Waterman Eldridge and it, too, 

has a black wax seal, verso.
Official notice:- The official notice folded into letter 5 announcing dissolution of the firm of Eldridge & Ramsay. It was 

also published in the St. Thomas newspaper: The St. Thomas Tidende.
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Letter 6 - Duplicate folded ship letter from St. Thomas. 22 March 1841, via New York 8 May to Barnstable. Although 
written as a duplicate on the same day as letter five, this letter was not received in New York until an entire month later, 
a good demonstration of the reason duplicates were sent! There are three strikes of New York circle postmarks, of two 
different types, and a red manuscript '20’. This rate is the same as letters four and five. Addressed to Waterman Eld­

ridge, a trace of black wax seal remains, verso.
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Letter Seven
St. Thomas, May 8th 41
My Dear Sir

As a vessel has just touched in here which 
goes direct to Boston I send a line merely 
to inform you that all the business is now 
being hurried as fast as possible and as
soon as the "Dealing Court" give permis­
sion we shall return which I assure you we 
are most anxious 
for, for it is very 
painful for us to be 
remaining here now 
and I trust in three 
weeks we may be 
discharged.

The executors sent Z 
you a copy of the 
will by the U.S. 
Ship Leyane which 
sailed from this 
place for New York 
last Monday. We 
are of course now 
suffering much 
anxiety to know if every thing has been 
done and how you all are. You must give 
our best love to Mary Ann and all at home 
and say we hope soon to be on our way.

Phebe is not well and therefore I made it 
my duty to send you a line but it must be 
short as the vessel only stops an hour 
longer and I must write other friends. 
Please accept for all my kind regards - The 
children are well.

Your friend
E.F. White 

but appears in D.W.I. records throughout the 19th 
century. It was the court handling business litiga­
tion, probate and other civil matters.

Letter Eight
St. Thomas Apr 4 1842
Waterman Eldridge
& Ebinezer & Eldridge Esqs

Your esteemed favors of 4 January last - 
reached me only a few days since by Brig 

Uncle Sam, its con­
tents have been 
fully absorbed, - 
The account against 
your late brothers 
estate which you al­
lude to having for­
warded, was 
accessed to the Ex­
ecutors duly entered 
on the Protocol of 
the dealing- In reply 
your queries, as to 
"what progress has 
been made towards 
the liquidation of 

your account & the general settlement of 
the estate," I beg to say, that owing to the 
death of the former partner of your 
brother/ Mr. Ramsay, who as survivor was 
charged with the liquidation of the busi- 
ness, added difficulties have been thrown
in the way, & now time will be exception­
ally used on winding the business up - Mr 
Robert Smiths & Mr. Perkins - have been 
appointed as administrators of the Estate 
of Mr. Ramsay & are acting hand in hand 
with your Brothers Executors, to close the 
matters of business that belong to the late 
firm.

It seems clear, now, that White’s original home 
was Massachusetts and he wants desperately to re­
turn. The term “Dealing Court” is no longer used,

As regards the amount which may fall to 
the account of any one of the heirs, it is 
impossible at this time to speak. Large
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Letter 7 - Folded ship letter 
from St. Thomas, 8 May 

1841, via Boston 23 May to 
Barnstable. Large red 

‘SHIP", manuscript "12", and 
Boston circle postmark.

The rate is ten cents inland 
postage plus two-cent ship 
fee (30-80 miles, Acts of 

1816 & 1825).
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Letter 8 - Folded ship letter from St. Thomas, 4 April 1842, via Boston 26 April to Barn­
stable. Red manuscript "12" (in a very sloppy hand), and Boston circle postmark. The rate 
is ten cents inland postage plus two-cent ship fee (30-80 miles, Acts of 1816 & 1825). The 

wax seal on the reverse of this letter is back to red color as the writer, a lawyer, is more 
distant from the family.
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amounts in foreign places are due, the col­
lecting of which are entirely uncertain. 
Two special agents are now abroad, one in 
Porto Rico & one among the Madeira Is­
lands, for the purpose of bringing these 
claims to a successful issue.

In answering that part of your communi­
cation, which alluded to your brother’s 
will “having been made and published 
only six days before his death, &. of the 
existence of a previous will - in which 
your niece was bequeathed a specific sum 
of 5000 $ - and your question - why this 
change was made - it is perhaps sufficient 
for me to say - that the former will in giv­
ing to one child a certain - & to the others 
an uncertain sum, was contrary to the 
Laws of this Country - & if such a docu­
ment had been in force on your lamented 
brother’s decease - it would not have been 
confirmed by the dealing court which has 
taken charge of everything. -

There was ample reason for the alteration 
to say nothing of the moral injustice of 
providing a certainty for the comfort of 
one child, to the injury of the equally 
dear, & equally entitled to protection - I 
regret you do not speak of the bereaved 
Mother of your beloved brother, - who is 
doubly destitute of the late life of a darling 
child. In the discharge of the various du­
ties of wife & mother, the excellent lady 
was most memorably faithful, & tenderly 
nursed and cherished your suffering 
brother through a long period of deterio­
rating health., this of itself should recom­
mend her strength to your kindness & 
sympathy. - apart from the claim the 
Mother & Father have an inherent right 
to.

Very Respectfully
E. Simmonds Jr.

Another year has passed and Gideon's business 
partner, Dundas Ramsay, has now died as well. 
Life in St. Thomas could be short. Sadly, another 
constant of human nature has asserted itself and 
financial matters have intruded on the family's be­
reavement. Gideon's brother, Waterman, has ob­
viously inquired as to when, and in what amounts, 
the proceeds of his brother’s estate will be distrib­
uted. It is difficult to tell how demanding the re­
quest was, but the lawyer, Simmonds, has clearly 
taken offense and delivered an indignant lecture 
under the assumption that Waterman's interest 
bordered on greed.

At this point the window closes. There was 
obviously more correspondence and it would be 
fascinating to learn what happened to Phoebe, 
Mary Ann and Waterman, but no more have been 
found.

♦ * * * *

John publishes the Danish West Indies Study 
Group Newsletter of the SCC and maintains the In­
ternet World Wide Web site for the D.W.I. Study 
Group at:

http://dwi.thlogic.com 
email: jld@thlogic.com

Or you can correspond via "snail" c/o 
Thermalogic Corp., 22 Kane Industrial 
Drive, Hudson MA 01749.

Bless the Internet

This article is the outgrowth of a cyberspace conversation 
(see January's La Posta, “The Internet and Postal History") 
between myself and author John DuBois regarding certain 
backstamps on several DWI covers inbound to the U.S. via 
Philadelphia. And most discussion about it came by way of 
mutual email. And a last minute insert of recently-received 
data, as were the final corrctions, was handled with immedi­
ate ease by downloading and revising the affected paragraphs 
within minutes. Proof positive that the 'Net is a desirable, 
rapid tool for productive communication. Postal historians 
can profit from the short learning curve required to become 
proficient in its use.

Happily, for future postal historians, a data disk, illustrations, 
and proof sheets were sent by USPS. -Tom Clarke

http://dwi.thlogic.com
mailto:jld@thlogic.com
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Figure 1. First cover sent to Fred Favreau from Oliver S. Favreau, mailed at Cavite, Philippine Islands, January 
1904.

Seaman Favreau
By Michael Dattolico

In 1903, Anna Favreau, wife of Oliver F. Favreau and 
mother of two smal 1 daughters, died in Toledo, Ohio. Her 
death devastated their family. In his grief, Oliver drank 
heavily and struggled to raise two small daughters while
working as a tinsmith. Seeking solace from his 
grief and trying to meet the needs of his daughters, 
Oliver Favreau placed young Mildred and Char­
lotte in a Catholic orphanage in Toledo. With his 
brother Fred also watching over his children, 
Oliver F. Favreau joined the U.S. Navy.

After his initial training, Favreau was assigned 
to the USS WILMINGTON, an Asiatic Station 
gunboat based at Shanghai, China. From his arrival 
in the Far East in early 1904 until he returned home 
in 1907, Seaman Favreau wrote regularly to his 
brother, Fred, who dutifully saved Oliver’s letters. 
The following is a glimpse at Favreau’s stint as an 
Asiatic Station sailor as seen through his letters 
home and a look at the distinctive covers that 
enclosed them.

Favreau arrived at Cavite on January 18, 1904, 
and immediately mailed the first of many letters to 
his brother, Fred. (FIGURE 1). He told Fred that 
they would soon leave the Philippines for Shang-

s Naval Odyssey
hai, with a stop at Hong Kong. The January 18th letter 
was upbeat.

We just got into Manila after a 30-day run 
at sea with only stops at Honolulu and Guam. I 
was ashore at Manila. It is quite a quaint place.

Figure 2. Asiatic Station gunboat U.S.S. WILMINGTON of 
which Oliver S. Favreau was a crewman.
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Figure 3. Mao ofU.S.S. WILMINGTON’S operational area including inland 
Chinese -waters. Area of operations sho-wn on map includes Japanese and Philippine 
islands.
Old stone -walls surround the city, and nothing 
but bamboo houses are -within the -walls. From 
here we go to Hong Kong, China. Then I-will be 
settled on my ship, -which will be the USS WIL­
MINGTON. Kiss the children for me....” 
OliverS. Favreau
U.S.S. Wilmington
Shanghai, China
At Hong Kong, Favreau was able to send another 

letter to Fred. In this letter, Oliver talked about missing 

his two small daughters and the 
long sea voyage to the Far East. 
He also mentioned his problem 
with alcohol. To Fred he wrote 
on January 28, 1904: 
‘‘....I have kept away from 
booze so far and hope to 
keep away from it al­
ways...Now, Fred, please 
see that the children have 
plenty to wear and try to 
once in a while take them 
out for a holiday. Papa is 
thinking of them al­
ways.. ..Iput all my trust in 
you, Fred. Send me an ac­
count of everything you 
spend on them and I will 
repay you....It is now 43 
days since we left the 
states, and you don’t know 
what a tiresome trip it 
is...water - nothing but 
water. In my next letter, I’ll 
tell you more about this 
part of the world....” 
Your affectionate brother, 
Oliver S. Favreau

By February, 1904, Favreau 
was aboard the Shanghai-based 
gunboat USS WILMINGTON, 
which operated from Shanghai 
up the Yangtze River. (FIG­
URES 2 & 3). The Russo-Japa­
nese War was raging, and 
Favreau witnessed a naval bat­
tle between a Russian gunboat 
and a Japanese warship on the 
Yangtze River. He wrote an 
amazing account of the fight to 
Fred on February 24th. Favreau

affixed a booklet pair of U.S. #301c stamps on the cover 
which was mailed from the Shanghai, China U.S. Postal 
Agency. (FIGURE 4).

When you receive this, Ido not know where 
I will be. There is war on between Japan and 
Russia.. ..I will tell you about an incident about 
the war that occurred the other day to show you 
what kind of mettle the Russians are made of. A 
Jap gunboat chased a Russian gunboat in here. 
The Chinese ordered the Russian to get out in 24
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Figure 4. Cover mailed at Shanghai, China, February 27, 1904. Letter describes naval 
battle between Russian and Japanese gunboats.

hours....The Russian showed her cowardice by 
taking off her guns and dismantling her engines, 
putting the boat out of commission. They sent the 
crew home on a mail steamer. I tell you, the Japs 
have got them bluffed....”
Despite the excitement of the Russian-Japanese naval 

fight, Favreau was also faced with a disturbing problem 
at home that caused him great anxiety. Apparently, a 
newly married acquain­
tance was trying to adopt 
Favreau’s two daughters. 
He pleaded for help from 
Fred in the same letter.

‘‘....I received a letter 
from Mother the other 
day. In it she said that 
Elsie Matthews was 
married and was try­
ing to get ahold of my 
children. Now Fred, 
tell Mother Superior to 
refuse them an audi­
ence with the children. 
Tell her that she shall 
have every cent that is 
coming to her for their 
keep...Tell Mildred 
and Charlotte that 
Papa thinks of them all 

Figure 5. Cover postmarked December 31, 1904 at Cavite from the U.S.S. 
WILMINGTON, while the ship was undergoing engine overhaul.

the time and wishes 
he was with them....” 
Oliver 
U.S.S. Wilmington 
Shanghai, China

On March 11, 1904, 
Favreau wrote a letter to 
Fred datelined “YanTe- 
See (Sic) River”. 
Favreau had apparently 
had shore liberty at 
Shanghai and was writ­
ing to tell Fred the details 
about things he had seen. 
In the letter, he stated: 
‘‘Hong Kong is 
owned and operated 
by the British. It is 
quite a commercial 
center which looks 
more American or 
British than a Chi­
nese city. ” Shanghai 

is altogether a different place. One half is occu­
pied by Americans and foreigners. The other 
half.. .My! What a contrast! It is filthy and dis­
gusting and can make one sick with people half 
eaten with leprosy and dying of starvation in the 
streets. People sell their own daughters into 
slavery and all are taken to sporting houses. 
Most of them are so diseased that it would take
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Figure 6. Cover sent from Favreau after his transfer to U.S.S. RAINBOW, flagship of the Asiatic fleet. The RAINBOW 
plied the waters throughout the Far East in the early years of the 20th century.

a man of iron constitution to have intercourse 
•with them. I was to see a Chinese execution while 
there. They chop their heads off with a sword and 
1 don’t want to think of it....” 
OliverS. Favreau
U.S.S Wilmington
Shanghai, China

Throughout the remainder of 1904, Favreau wrote of 
the need for mail from home, the desire to pay off 
undertaker Mr. A.C. Waters for his wife’s funeral, and 
additional needs of his two daughters who remained in 
the Catholic orphanage. Late in 1904, the WILMING­
TON sailed back to Cavite for a complete engine over­
haul. As he had done the previous year, Favreau asked 
Fred to get the girls something nice for Christmas. 
Favreau also asked that his brother buy him a subscrip­
tion to the Toledo Bee, at least the Sunday edition. The 
end of 1904 found Seaman Favreau still aboard the 
disassembled U.S.S. WILMINGTON. (FIGURE 5).

During the spring of 1905, Favreau remained at Cavite 
while the WILMINGTONS general overhaul contin­
ued. With little to do, a bored Favreau was feeling 
abandoned. In his May 14th letter, Favreau asked his 
brother Fred why certain friends and acquaintances were 
not writing to him. He apologized about angry letters he 
had written about the absence of mail from friends who 
had promised to write. He also talked about a chronic 

medical problem that was affecting American service­
men who had been in the Far East for a long time. 
Favreau referred to it as “insanity”, although in reality 
it was probably depression exacerbated by homesick­
ness. In his letter, Favreau bitterly commented:

. ..I write down what I sometimes do not really 
mean, so forgive & forget anything that I may 
have written as this is a very loco country. It is 
catching out here. No less than 10 to 20 are sent 
home on every transport out of here for ‘Frisco 
for treatment in an insane asylum....”

But in the early summer of 1905, Favreau himself was 
feeling deeply depressed and angry. He hadn’t received 
any answers to letters that he’d written to friends. He was 
not receiving Toledo newspapers. Thus, Oliver’s June 9, 
1905, letter was a scathing one with a definite sting. It 
was also in this letter that Favreau told his relatives that 
he had been transferred to the U.S.S. RAINBOW, flag­
ship of the Asiatic Fleet. (FIGURES 6 & 7).

“....No doubt you will be surprised to hear that 
I am on the flagship RAINBOW.. .1 expect the 
rest of my cruise to be aboard this ship, as we 
put the WILMINGTON out of commission.. .Say 
Fred, why is it you don’t send me the papers? Is 
it that you have no inclination to do so or is it 
because you don’t want to put yourself to the
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Figure 7. The U.S.S. RAINBOW circa 1906 in the Philippines.

trouble to do so? I have not received papers 
since November, 1904. In all my letters, I asked 
for papers and still do not get them. If I do not 
get some soon, I will stop the allotment and tend 
to my own business and ask no favors from any 
of you. lam angry and have good cause to be so. 
The mails come and go. Everybody is happy but 

me. They have papers to read 
and letters to answer while I 
stand back and mope...You 
can take this just as you please 
for lam angry and damned an­
gry at that and I don’t care who 
knows it. I am so damned mad 
I don’t even know who to write 
to even express myself You can 
read this to all if you want to. 
From your brother Oliver 
U.S.S. Rainbow 
Asiatic Station 
San Francisco 
Cal.

By October, 1905, Oliver had 
been aboard the U.S.S. RAINBOW 
for several months. It was at this 
time that a large bundle of Toledo 
newspapers and a number of letters 
arrived for Favreau to read, and his 
mood improved greatly. But trouble 

was definitely on the horizon for Favreau, and he waited 
until after the new year had begun to tell his loved ones 
at home.

Favreau’s January 4, 1906 letter mentions that he had 
received a summary court-martial in December, 1905. 
He refers to it as . ..a little trouble I had with a warrant 
officer....” Considering Favreau’s embittered state of

Figure 8. Cover sent from Favreau after being transferred to the U.S.S. BALTIMORE, April, 1906.
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Figure 9. U.S.S. BALTIMORE circa 1906.

mind while stuck at Cavite in 1905, Favreau may have 
begun drinking again. In any case, his fine was the loss 
of 2 month’s pay, which left him with little buying 
privileges at the ship’s store. Favreau asked Fred for 
some money for “....tobacco, toilet articles and the 
like....”

Possibly to smooth over the news of the court-martial, 
Favreau wrote home that he had received a permanent 
appointment as coppersmith “...for life or as long as I 
remain on this cruise.. ..I could have gotten a position in 
the navy yard at Cavite for $6 a day but I would not take 
it. I would just as soon be in 
‘hell’ as there. When I come 
home I will tell you why.... ”

Favreau’s court-martial left 
him feeling depressed and anx­
ious, and his letters during this 
period sound desperate. He 
continued to worry about his 
two daughters and wondered 
why his mother was not writing 
to him. His court-martial had 
taken his navy pay, and he was 
in need of tobacco, stationery, 
pens and ink and stamps.

But in March, 1906, Favreau 
cheerfully wrote that he had a 
chance to transfer to the U.S.S. 
BALTIMORE, which was pre­
paring to sail to Australia and 
nearby islands. By then, condi­
tions had improved for 
Favreau. He was still receiving 
Sunday papers and more regu­
lar mail from family and 

friends, and he had paid for his court-martial. In 
April, 906, Favreau made the transfer to the U.S.S. 
BALTIMORE. (FIGURE 8). For the remainder 
of 1906, Favreau served aboard the cruiser when it 
traveled to Australia and nearby islands. FIGURE 
9 shows the cruiser as she looked when Favreau 
joined its crew. FIGURES 10 & 11 are covers 
mailed by Favreau during the ship’s Australian 
cruise.

In January, 1907, Favreau was back aboard the 
U.S.S. RAINBOW. His January 6, 1907 letter to 
his brother Fred was a joyous one, as he discussed 
the itinerary for his trip home. He informed his 
bother that the trip was to be made aboard the 
U.S.S. RAINBOW, which was scheduled for ma-
jor repairs and decommissioning at New York.

The letter also sprung a surprise on Fred, for 
Oliver revealed that he had maintained a corre­

spondence with a school teacher for some time. Favreau 
stated that their relationship had become somewhat seri­
ous and he looked forward to meeting her. One can only 
speculate about how Fred took that news!

Figure 12 is a photo believed to be Oliver (left) and 
Fred (right) with a friend taken in 1907 after arriving 
home. Oliver S. Favreau’s naval odyssey was over. One 
hopes that Oliver had a good life. x

Figure 10. Cover mailed by Oliver Favreau from a post office in Australia without 
prepaid postage. Favreau was a crewman aboard the U.S.S. BALTIMORE at that time.
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Figure 11. Illustrated cover showing buildings at Melbourne, Australia, mailed to 
Olongapo (Subic Bay), Philippine Islands and forwarded to Cavite, October 5, 1906, for 
mailing to Ohio.

Figure 12. Photo believed to be that of Oliver 
(left) and Alfred (right) Favreau circa 1907 after 
Oliver Favreau had completed his Asiatic Station 
naval tour of duty.
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Illustrated cover from Union Home School, Union Church, NC, on which the postmaster has added a manuscript date 
and let the printed "UNION CHURCH, N.C. "serve as his postmark.

Dated North Carolina Corner Cards Used as 
Postal Markings

By Tony L. Crumbley
The November 1997 issue of LaPosta had a brief 

article by Robert Munshower on a newly discovered 
Denison, Iowa comer card postmark. Munshower refers 
to Frank Mandel’s articles on printed postmarks in the 
Chronicle of U.S. Classics, specifically the February 
and November 1987 issues which covered the other two 
known such markings.

Those of you who subscribe to the North Carolina 
Postal History Society Journal may recall an article on 
Glen Anna Female Seminary and the discussion by the 
editors as to whether or not the embossed corner cards 
were postmarks or not. This latest article caused the 
author to go through his collection to see what other such 
postmarks exist from North Carolina. In total, five cov­
ers from four different post offices were found.

Comer card postmarks found were:

Leasburg, NC, Caswell County, November 13 (ca 
1859)

Leasburg Seminary corner card

Sassafras Fork, NC, Granville County, July 25, 
1873

A.C. Harris General Merchandise corner card

Thomasville, NC, Davidson County, August 1, 
1859

Glen Anna Female Seminary - embossed cc

Thomasville, NC, Davidson County, September 
21,1859

Glen Anna Female Seminary - embossed cc

Union Church, NC, Moore County, January 7, ca 
1873

Union Home School - All over advertisement

In Munshower’s article he speculates on several 
causes for these postmarks to exist. The war creating 
shortages, late arrival to the post office after the date had 
been changed in the hand stamp device.

I submit there could have been multiple reasons; 
however, the most plausible is a timesaver to the Post­
master. For whatever reason, they had no hand stamp. 
Regulations required the post office name and date be 
placed on the envelope by the post office where it was
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Leasburg, NC, Caswell County, November 13 (ca 1859).
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first posted. I expect the Post­
master concluded the existence 
of the town name in the comer 
card precluded the necessity for 
him to add it again. Thus, all that 
was needed was the date to meet 
postal requirements.

One could put this in category 
of laziness or too busy to take the 
time necessary to do it correctly. 
Whatever the case is, we will 
never know. The covers them­
selves do make for interesting 
postal history. I do expect, how­
ever, if five covers do exist from 
North Carolina, many more exist 
than those previously listed.

I do wonder why the majority 
of those covers from North Caro­
lina are college covers. Could it 
be perhaps because of the large 
volume of mail handled by a 
Postmaster that most likely was 
also the school master?

Thomasville, NC, Davidson County, August 1, 1859

Thomasville, NC, Davidson County, September 21, 1859
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Richmond County, New York
By Martin Margulis

Richmond County is about five miles from the south­
ernmost point of Manhatten. The county seat, Richmond, 
is about 156 miles from Albany and over 200 miles from 
Washington, D.C. This article illustrates early uses from 
towns in Richmond County.

The earliest letter in my collection from Richmond 
County is a folded letter sheet dated 1817, thus the Postal 
Act of 1816 is the earliest postal act of interest to us. 
Mailing rates applicable at the time are shown in Table 
1, below:

Table 1 - Postal Act of 1816 - Mailing Rates
Less than 30 Miles....................................6 Cents
31 - 80 Miles.............................................. 10 Cents
81-150 Miles............................................ 12 Vi Cents
151 to 400 Miles........................................18 '/2 Cents
Over 400 Miles.........................................25 Cents

The 151 to 400 mile rate was 18 x/i 
cents in 1817, which was shortly 
changed to 18 3/4 cents (Richmond to 
Albany or Washington). In 1845 the 
rates were lowered and simplified as 
follows: up to 300 miles - 5 cents; and 
over 300 miles - 10 cents. In 1851 the 
rates were lowered again: 3 cents for 
up to 3,000 miles; and 6 cents for over 
3,000 miles.

The folded letter sheet addressed to 
Gideon Barber, shown in Figure 2, 
was mailed from Richmond, shown in 
the manuscript marking on the lower 
left hand corner. The letter is dated 
1817, the earliest known date posted 
from Richmond County. The 18 x/i 
cent charge covers the 151 - 400 mile 
rate. The cover undoubtedly went to 
New York City by the Castle- 
ton/Tomkinsville route and was then 
sent on to Connecticut. The village of 
Richmond is the county seat and the 
second-oldest post office in Rich­
mond County. Castleton, further de­
scribed below, is the earliest post 
office in the County. Kay and Smith’s 
New York Postal History lists the 
Richmond (village) post office dates 
as 1822-1921 and 1921-1940 as a 
branch post office. As shown by the 

1817 letter illustrated, the 1822 date is obviously mis­
taken.

Other early New York state post offices are listed 
alphabetically, below:

Bay View operated from 1857 to 1863 and was located 
in Southfield township. It was not a village or hamlet, 
but a post office opened for the convenience of the 
neighborhood. When it closed, it disappeared. The first 
cover, shown in Figure 3, is an early use, and the second 
cover is a beautiful Civil War Patriotic. Both are obvi­
ously manuscripts that have no year dates

Bentley was another short-lived post office, in opera­
tion from 1853 to 1861. The cover in Figure 4 is another 
that is listed by C&W as the earliest known from Bentley. 
It is on a Scott U-1 Nesbitt envelope, seal on reverse. The 
post office clerk noted that Bentley had recently been 
Tottenville so the letter must have been sent ca. 1853/54.

Castleton was the earliest post office in Richmond 
County, opening in 1815. Although the township of 
Castleton was referred to as a ‘Post-town’, Spafford’s 
Gazetteer, 1812 edition, lists no post offices for the

Figure 2.
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Figure 3.
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Figure 5

county. Kay and Smith’s New York Postal History lists 
a post office called Castleton as opening in 1815. This 
became Tompkinsville in 1825.

The Cityville post office operated from 1830 to 1840 
and became the North Shore Post Office from 1840 to 
1870. Then it became the West New Brighton post office 
(1870-Date).

Long Neck was a convenience post office established 
in 1852 and discontinued in 1866. It was located near 
the Fresh Kill in the town ofNorthfield French, in an area 
east of Linoleumville and Travisville (Gazette of New 
York - 1860). The cover shown in Figure 5 is also an 
early use - unusual in as much as the postmark is a 

printed manuscript rather 
than script and the postmark 
includes the year.

Mariners Harbor oper­
ated as an independent post 
office from 1859-1917. It be­
came a branch in 1917 and is 
still operating. The original 
spelling had an apostrophe 
before the ‘s’. In 1853 both 
the apostrophe and the ‘s’ 
were gone. In 1908 it became 
a branch of the Port Rich­
mond Post Office. In 1911 
the ‘s’ reappeared. In 1938 
the apostrophe was gone for 
good. Figure 6 is a War 
Dept, official Scott UO-54 
cover used for filing monthly 
reports to the department. 
There is a NY transit mark 

and a Washington receiving mark on the reverse.
At one time the waters in the vicinity of New Brighton 

were suitable for bathing and New Brighton had dreams 
of emulating Brighton, England. New Brighton oper­
ated as in independent post office from 1850 to 1917; 
then as a branch office from 1917 to 1921. The Pavilion 
at New Brighton is shown on the illustrated cover in 
Figure 7 with a fancy cancel of a standard type, franked 
with a bank note, probably Scott #184. The manuscript 
receiving mark notes a date of 1880. I also have in my 
collection a cover from the St. Mark Hotel of New 
Brighton addressed to Canada franked with two Scott 
#114’s and a large double ring postmark that says NEW 
BRIGHTON NY with the month and day in the center, 

but no year date.
New Dorp is just east of Richmond and 

faces the Narrows and Brooklyn. In full op­
eration 1859 to 1917, it became a branch in 
1917 and is still operating. The manuscript 
canceled cover in Figure 8 is dated 1861. It 
is a Civil War Patriotic, with a red and a blue 
line on the reverse and an embossed Union- 
Constitution over an eagle.

North Shore is on the north shore of Rich­
mond County opposite Bayonne. It was only 
in existence as a post office for 30 years, 
between 1840 and 1870. Prior to that, it had 
been Cityville. It became West New 
Brighton on April 1, 1870. The first cover in 
Figure 9 is a double ring postmark struck in 
red, from the period 1841-1849 according to 
the American Stampless Cover Catalogue 
(ASCC). The date is written in as is the rateFigure 6
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Figure 7

Figure 8
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next to the hand-stamped PAID. The second cover, dock­
eted 1859, has a green postmark used to cancel the stamp.

Port Richmond had been for less than three months 
Mersereau’s Ferry. (The ferry ran from Richmond 
County to Bayonne, New Jersey across the Kill Van 
Kull.) The Port Richmond post office was established in 

1850. It became a branch in 1917 and is still operating. 
Figure 10 shows a Civil War Patriotic cover, postmarked 
with a double ring device which includes the year date 
1862 within it. This type of postmark was very popular 
during the Civil War. The stamp is pen canceled.

Prince's Bay, 1860-Date, is in lower Richmond 
County and faces lower New York Bay.

Figure 10



42 May 1998 La Posta

Figure 11.

The Richmond Valley Post Office, near what is now 
Tottenville, opened in 1829 and operated until 1863.

Rosebank was established in 1886, becoming a 
branch in 1917. It is still in operation.

Rossville is in southwest Richmond County and lies 
on the Arthur Kill. It is connected by road to Totenville 
from which it is north and west. Established in 1824, it 
became a branch in 1917, and only operated as a branch 
until 1919. The postmark shown in Figure 11 is from the 

early 1853 issue according to the ASCC, on a lady’s 
envelope.

The Stapleton straight-line cancel shown in Figure 
12 is the only straight line cancel known from Richmond 
County. Stapleton was established in 1847 and is still 
operating. It is across the Narrows from Brooklyn as is 
Tomkinsville. The straight line cancel was used during 
the 1850’s according to the ASCC, Vol. 1, 1985. Note

Figure 12
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Figure 13.

that the postal rates dropped to 3 cents in 1851, so that 
should be the latest date for its use.

Staten Island was established in 1917 and is still in 
operation. It is the main post office in Richmond 
County. All other post offices are now branches.

Tomkinsville was established in 1825, becoming a 
Staten Island post office branch in 1917 to 1933. Prior 
to 1825 it was Castleton; after 1933 it was Staten Island. 
In the early days, Mail Route 510 provided for daily mail 

service from New York City to Tomp­
kinsville. The mail left New York City 
at 8:00 A.M., arriving at 9:00 A.M. The 
seven mile trip took one hour. Mail from 
Richmond County left for New York 
City at 9:00 A.M. Once the mail arrived 
in Tompkinsville, it came under Route 
573. The mail went from Tompkinsville 
to Cityville and to Richmond, and then 
on to Richmond Valley (later Totten­
ville). The 17 mile trip took three hours. 
Figure 13 is a ladies cover from the 
period after 1845, canceled by two 
bulls-eye cancels on two Scott #115’s 
which cover the 6 cent rate to Canada. 
The double ring cancel was popular dur­
ing the Civil War.

Tottenville is near Perth Amboy. It 
started in 1851 and changed its name to 
Bentley in 1853. In 1861 it was renamed 
Tottenville, and remained so until 1910 

when it became Benchley Manor for one year, 1910- 
1911 (Figure 14). In 1917 it became a branch of Staten 
Island. The first manuscript lady’s cover shown in Fig­
ure 15 is an early use, but is not year-dated. The second 
lady’s cover is from the Civil War period, probably early 
because the postmark is used as a canceling device, a post 
office no-no by the mid-1860’s. The date is written in the 
center of the postmark (Figure 16).

Figure 14.
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Figure 15

Figure 16
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Figure 17

The consolidation of Richmond County post offices 
began in 1908, i.e. Mariner Harbor to station of Port 
Richmond, Midland Beach to station of New Dorp, and 
Saint George to station of New Brighton. (See Figures 
17 & 18). Most of Richmond’s post offices skipped this 
step; however, all the former independent post offices 
were consolidated under the Staten Island post office in 

1917 except Richmond, which remained independent 
until 1921. The main Richmond County post office is 
located in Saint George as are most other county offices. 
The only ferry service to NYC also comes from here.

Of the pre-1900 independent post offices of Rich­
mond County, nine are left - all branches of the Staten 
Island post office. They are: Great Kills (1886); Mari­

ner’s Harbor, various spellings (1855); New 
Dorp (1859); Port Richmond (1850); 
Prince’s Bay, various spellings (1865); 
Rosebank (1886); Stapleton( 1847); Totten- 
ville, including Bently and Bentley Manor - 
two short-term name changes, (1851); and 
West Brighton Beach (1870).

Four new branches are also in operation: 
Eltingville (1910), New Springfield (1977), 
Saint George (1909) and Staten Island 
(1917). (There was also a New Springfield 
from 1855-1910). Staten Island is the same 
as Tomkinsville - which ceased to exist as 
a branch in 1933.

Figure 18
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POSTAL HISTORIANS ON LINE POSTAL HISTORIANS ONLINE

John Hotchner -JMHStamp@ix.netcom.com
Robert L. Hunter [Alaska & Yukon Early Air Flights]

- EZEZ9A@prodigy.com
Stefan T. Jaronski - mycotech@buttenet.com
Cary E. Johnson [Michigan p.h.; Railway, Waterway

& Streetcars] - cejohn@umich.edu
Jim Johnson [Dealer - Postal History USA]

- phiusa@netpath.net
Kelvin Kindahi [New England p.h.; postmarks]

— aandk@javanet.com
C.Randy Kimes [US Naval covers] - pmarche@jps.net 
Jim Klinger [Colorado ph & Navel covers] - IX15@aol.com 
Van Koppersmith [Alabama & Mississippi p.h.]

- cleave3@aol.com
Jim Kotanchik [Franklin Co., MA & PO Seals]

-jkotanchik@aol.com
Rick Kunz [RPO, AGT, RR postmarks]

—  & rkunz@eskimo.com www.eskimo.com/~rkunz/
Gary Laing [Virginia p.h.] - laing@naxs.com
Eliot A. Landau - LAND1942@aol.com
Peter B. Larson [Northern Idaho] - plarson@wsu.edu
Ken Lawrence - apsken@aol.com
Wes Leatherock-wes.leatherock@webcitement.com 
MingKung Jason Liu [China/US combinations & crash covers]

Hnliu@DataPathSystems.Com
Otto Ludecke [Wyoming p.h. & early PPCs] - Oplud@aol.com 
Mike Ludeman [Texas p.h.] -mml@computek.net

also www.computek.net/public/mml/tx_philately.html 
Max Lynds [Aroostock Co., Maine p.h.] - max@ainop.com 
Peter Martin - pmartin@amospress.com
Bernard Mayer [Oklahoma] — BernieM385@aol.com
David McCord - damac@halcyon.com
Michael J, McMorrow [Vermont photocards & POW cards of

WWI & WWII] - SFA@SOVER.NET
Jim Mehrer-mehrer@revealed.net

& website http://home.revealed.net/mehrer/
Jim Miller [Dealer] --jmiller@cariboo.bc.ca
Bob Munshower -bearmtl9@mail.idt.net
Jim Noll -jenca@pacbell.net
Martin Nicholson — Martin@crozet.demon.co.uk
Kevin O’Reilly [NWT, Yukon & Labrador; US APOs in

Canada] -xcarc@ssimicro.com
James Orcutt [Washington] -jorcutt@u.washington.edu 
Dennis Pack [Utah ph & Branch offices]

— dpack@VAX2.Winona.MSUS.EDU
John Palm [Merced & Mariposa Co., CA] -jwpalm@elite.net 
Bob Patkin [Machine cancels] - bpat@shore.net
James Patterson -patterson@azbar.org
Eustolio G. Perez [Dealer/Collector Mexico to US covers]

- BVKZ77A@Prodigy.com
Bill Pletke [Prexie postal history] - pletkeb@tyrell.net
Walt Potts [Monona Co., Iowa] - Pottsplit@aol.com
Ada M. Prill [Delarare Co., NY] — ada@math.rochester.edu 
Henry Pritchard [New England p.h. & early machine cancels]

—  &  
Norm Ritchie [CO, UT, AZ & NM postal history]

3ccovers@javanet.com www.javanet.com/~3ccovers/

- mnp@ctos.com
Roger Rhoads [UX1 & UX3 cancels & PH]

— rrhoads@landisplastics.com
Harold Richow [WWII Alaska, US in Canada &Philippines]

— harr@pe.net
Art Rupert [Rural Branches & Stations]

- aerupert@bentonrea.com

Roger Rydberg [Colorado postal history]
- Rrydb53472@aol.com

Bill Samis [US Express Company labels] -cdsl3@comell.edu
Bill Sandrik [Postal History dealer] - sandrik.philat@zzapp.org 
Ken Schoolmeester [NC ph & Worldwide meters]

- Kenschool@aol.com
Roger G. Schnell [Mok Hill prel870; US ph to fgn. dest.

1934-54] — rkschloss@pstcomputers.com
Niles Schuh [Florida postal history] -niless@cfcs.org
Dennis W. Schmidt [Texas p.h. & US Officials]

- Dews@neto.com
Mike Senta [Alaska postal history] - mspc@alaska.net
Lloyd W. Shaw [Utah p.h. & general postal stationery]

- LWStamp@aol.com
Terry Shaw [Alaska] — cgsarchxx@aol.com
Brad Sheff [Dealer] — bsheff@nfld.tds.net
Wesley Shellen [Montana p.h. & Machine cancels]

- WesNDeb@aol.com
Russell V. Skavaril -skavaril.l@osu.edu
Rich Small [Machine cancels] -rsmall9293@aol.com

& www.members.aol.com/rsmall9293/index.htm
Chet Smith [US branches & stations] -cms@psu.edu
Keith Spencer [Alberta & western Canada]

- krs2@maildrop.srv.ualberta.ca
Duane Spidle — dspidle@concentric.net
Anita Sprankle — sprankle@kutztown.edu
Chet Sprinkle - 73114,.2115@compuserve.com
Ken Stach [South Dakota PH] - KSTACH@WPO.HCC.COM 
Randy Stehle RSTEHLE@ix.netcom.com
Carl Stieg [Dist. Of Columbia to 1910] — carl_phil@webtv.net
Greg Stone -grego83310@aol.com
Greg Sutherland - Gregfree@aol.com
Bob Swanson [WWI Domestic p.h.] - rds@swansongrp.com

& www.swansongrp.com/posthist.html
Ed Thomas [New England town cancels] -Edthomas@fsc.edu
Don Tocher [19th Century US] -dontoch@ix.netcom.com

& www.postalnet.com/portfolios
Bob Trachimowicz [TOB markings] -track@ma.ultranet.com
Ron Trosclair [Louisiana postal history]

- rtrosclair@prodigy.net
Dirk van Gelderen [Alaska postal history] - c.esveld@tip.nl
George P. Wagner [US 2nd Bureau, Wash-Franklins & Prexies]

— Gpwwauk@aol.com
J Walton [Meagher Co, MT & Shenandoah Co, VA]

- jwalton@shentel.net
Ron Wankel [Nebraska & WWII APOs on #UC9]

- rwankel@aol.com
John White [Yamhill Co., OR p.h.; BNA & Trans-Atlantic

ship mail] -jwhite@orednet.org
Mike Wiedemann [Florida p.h. & Cutley Advertising]

- ursula@digital.net
Chuck Yaunk - chuck@e-tex.com

mailto:JMHStamp@ix.netcom.com
mailto:EZEZ9A@prodigy.com
mailto:mycotech@buttenet.com
mailto:cejohn@umich.edu
mailto:phiusa@netpath.net
mailto:aandk@javanet.com
mailto:pmarche@jps.net
mailto:IX15@aol.com
mailto:cleave3@aol.com
mailto:jkotanchik@aol.com
mailto:rkunz@eskimo.com
http://www.eskimo.com/%7Erkunz/
mailto:laing@naxs.com
mailto:LAND1942@aol.com
mailto:plarson@wsu.edu
mailto:apsken@aol.com
mailto:Leatherock-wes.leatherock@webcitement.com
mailto:Hnliu@DataPathSystems.Com
mailto:Oplud@aol.com
mailto:mml@computek.net
http://www.computek.net/public/mml/tx_philately.html
mailto:max@ainop.com
mailto:pmartin@amospress.com
mailto:BernieM385@aol.com
mailto:damac@halcyon.com
mailto:SFA@SOVER.NET
mailto:Mehrer-mehrer@revealed.net
http://home.revealed.net/mehrer/
mailto:jmiller@cariboo.bc.ca
mailto:bearmtl9@mail.idt.net
mailto:jenca@pacbell.net
mailto:Martin@crozet.demon.co.uk
mailto:xcarc@ssimicro.com
mailto:jorcutt@u.washington.edu
mailto:dpack@VAX2.Winona.MSUS.EDU
mailto:jwpalm@elite.net
mailto:bpat@shore.net
mailto:patterson@azbar.org
mailto:BVKZ77A@Prodigy.com
mailto:pletkeb@tyrell.net
mailto:Pottsplit@aol.com
mailto:ada@math.rochester.edu
mailto:3ccovers@javanet.com
http://www.javanet.com/%7E3ccovers/
mailto:mnp@ctos.com
mailto:rrhoads@landisplastics.com
mailto:harr@pe.net
mailto:aerupert@bentonrea.com
mailto:Rrydb53472@aol.com
mailto:cdsl3@comell.edu
mailto:sandrik.philat@zzapp.org
mailto:Kenschool@aol.com
mailto:rkschloss@pstcomputers.com
mailto:niless@cfcs.org
mailto:Dews@neto.com
mailto:mspc@alaska.net
mailto:LWStamp@aol.com
mailto:cgsarchxx@aol.com
mailto:bsheff@nfld.tds.net
mailto:WesNDeb@aol.com
mailto:skavaril.l@osu.edu
mailto:rsmall9293@aol.com
http://www.members.aol.com/rsmall9293/index.htm
mailto:cms@psu.edu
mailto:krs2@maildrop.srv.ualberta.ca
mailto:dspidle@concentric.net
mailto:sprankle@kutztown.edu
mailto:2115@compuserve.com
mailto:KSTACH@WPO.HCC.COM
mailto:RSTEHLE@ix.netcom.com
mailto:carl_phil@webtv.net
mailto:grego83310@aol.com
mailto:Gregfree@aol.com
mailto:rds@swansongrp.com
http://www.swansongrp.com/posthist.html
mailto:Edthomas@fsc.edu
mailto:dontoch@ix.netcom.com
http://www.postalnet.com/portfolios
mailto:track@ma.ultranet.com
mailto:rtrosclair@prodigy.net
mailto:c.esveld@tip.nl
mailto:Gpwwauk@aol.com
mailto:jwalton@shentel.net
mailto:rwankel@aol.com
mailto:jwhite@orednet.org
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mailto:chuck@e-tex.com
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WANTED: FOREIGN COVER 
ACCUMULATIONS

WANTED! COVERS!
We are insatiable buy­

ers of worldwide cover 
lots! Any foreign coun­
try to 1960. If you have

z a large holding of bulk
covers’ why not Pack UP 
that accumulation and 
turn >t into cash today? 
Top prices paid. You'll 

our generous instant
■ offer check which is gen-

era||y mailed within 24 
hours of receipt. Ship with absolute confidence -- 
we always pay all shipping costs. Please be sure to
fully insure. Refrences on file.

CANADA AND NEWFOUNDLAND 
Covers and Postcards 
WANTED: 1880-1950

I am a specialist looking for Town Postmarks, RPO’s, 
Registered Mail, Ship Mail, Anything Unusual. ALSO 
WANTED: Canadian viewcards showing town main streets, 
depots, trains, ships, planes, farm machinery, disasters, etc. 
MEMBER APS.

JIM MILLER, Box 3005, Kamloops, B.C. 
V2C 6B7 Canada

email: JMILLER@CARIBOO.BC.CA

TEXAS COVERS
1840’s - 1940’s

Thousands in stock:
Stampless, Confederate 
DPO, RPO, Adv., etc.

Send want list for your area. Photocopies on request. 
Collections and individual items purchased.

Q. SCHMITT INVESTORS LTD.
Postal History Specialists Since 1953

P.O. Box 67

AUSTIN STAMP & COIN, 13107 FM 969, 
Austin, TX 78724. Phone: 512-276-7793

Tue-Sat 9:30-5PM APS TPHS

Woodbury, NY 11797
516-367-4030 (24 hours)

ASDA-APS-PTS (London)-CSDA (Canada), etc.

U.S.C0VERS and 
POSTAL HISTORY

ASDA APS USPCS BIA MSDA 
CSA ESPHS PSE (Expert Staff)

DON TOCHER
U.S. Classics 

Stamps & Postal History

NEXT SHOWS: 
Philatelic Shopw ’98 
May 1-3, Booth #63 

Boxborough Holiday Inn 
1-495, Exit #11

Boxborough, MA

PUBLIC AUCTIONS
NET PRICE LISTS
WANT LIST SERVICE 

(Catalogs Upon Request)

DAVID G.PHILLIPS CO.,INC.
Publlabar of American Stamploss Cover Catalog

P.O. Box 611388 ■ North Miami, Florida 33161 
Phone (305) 895-0470

P. O. Box 16, Shrewsbury, MA 01545 
PH/Fax: 508-845-1505

E-mail: dontoch@ix.netcom.com

AMEX, VISA & Master Charges Accepted

See how to make your own "Instant Web Store" at 
http://www.postalnet.com/portfolios

mailto:JMILLER@CARIBOO.BC.CA
mailto:dontoch@ix.netcom.com
http://www.postalnet.com/portfolios
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Figure 1. This cover displays the auxiliary marking, "Not delivered by Carrier/SEP 11/for want of time". It was 
applied in Oakland, California in 1894 and is the earliest recorded use of markings of this type.

AUXILIARY MARKINGS - “NOT DELIVERED FOR WANT
OF TIME’ -

By Randy Stehle

It has been exactly twelve years since the original 
article on the “Not delivered for want of time” auxiliary 
markings first appeared 'mLaPosta (May 1986, Vol. 17, 
no. 2, pp.6-10). In this time, the number of cities re­
ported using this marking has doubled from 30 to 60. 
Likewise, the number of states with reports of this mark­
ing has also doubled from ten to 20. The total number of 
reported types has risen from 39 in 1986 to 92 today. In 
light of these substantial increases of reported markings 
an update article seemed in order.

The first Postal Laws & Regulations (PL&R) to 
cover the use of this marking is in the 1902 edition. In 
section 746, paragraph 2, we find:

“No carrier should be scheduled for more work than 
he can perform during eight hours. Carriers need not 
be required to consume exactly eight hours each day, 
but as nearly as such time is practicable, considering 
the varying amount of mail to be handled on different 
days. Postmasters must not direct or permit carriers to 
work overtime, and will be held accountable therefor. ”

AN UPDATE
The prior PL&R of 1893 (which was published in 

accordance with the Act of Congress approved March 3, 
1891) did not cover their usage at all. As the earliest 
reported usage is still 1894 (see Figure 1), I assumed that 
the regulation governing their use must have been issued 
sometime during the period 1891-1894.1 searched all the 
daily Postal Bulletins for this period, but found nothing. 
As four towns have been recorded using this marking 
prior to 1900 (Berkeley, Oakland, Pasadena and Stock- 
ton, all California offices), I assume that the regulation 
was enacted sometime in the early 1890’s.

The 1913 and 1924 PL&R's, which have identical 
texts on this subject, present a slightly different version 
than the 1902 edition. They read:

“When carriers are unable to deliver all mail matter 
taken out on the last trip of the day without making 
overtime, they shall return to the post office within the 
eight hours prescribed with the undelivered mail, and 
such failure shall be reported to the postmaster or the 
superintendent of the station, and a full statement also 
be made on Form 1571 of the day. ”
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Figure 2.

These two regulations explain the reason behind the 
use of these markings. Figure 2 shows an example that 
is probably one of the more straight forward wordings of 
this usage. The post card was sent to New Orleans in 
1907 where it received the marking “RETURNED TO 
OFFICE TO/AVOID OVERTIME/CARRIER 

No ” The post card shown in Figure 3 has a marking 
that while to the point, is not as clear as the New Orleans 
one. This post card was sent to Santa Cruz, CA in 1910 
where it got a “COULD NOT DELIVER IN 8 HOURS” 
marking. Figure 4 shows a marking that has the least 
amount of verbiage of any one recorded and is also

Figure 3
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Figure 4.

among the most ambiguous. This post card was sent to 
Springfield, MO in 1910 where it got the marking 
“TIME UP NO. 18 3-26-10”.

These usages clearly follow the regulations laid done 
in the PL&R, but why was it applied to mail matter? Why 
would the Post Office Department want the public to 

know about their difficulty in delivering the mail? The 
best answer is still the one Ralph Brown gave in his letter 
to Linn’s Reader Response Column back in 1986. Brown 
said, and I concur, that use of the marking was not 
intended to notify the public about the delay in getting 
their mail. Instead it was used to “placate any postal

Figure 5
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Figure 6.

inspector who might happen to pull that particular item 
out of the mail stream to see if it was where it was 
supposed to be at that particular time.” The carrier was 
using this marking as a form of documentation in order 
to explain any delay in delivery.

The one factor that still makes this my favorite mark­
ing is the many variations in wording used at different 
post offices. Table 1 lists all reported markings, along 
with dates and places of usage. Back in 1986 only seven 
cities were known to have used more than one type of 
marking, with two of these cities using three types. Now 
19 cities have been recorded using more than one type 
of marking. This means that almost one third of all cities 
using this marking had at least two different types. Five 
cities used three different types, while two cities (Oak­
land & Santa Cruz, CA) used four types. The record 
holder, though, is San Antonio, TX, which used five 
different types! It’s still amazing that there are so many 
different ways to say the same thing.

One interesting wording is shown in Figure 5. The 
post card shown here was mailed in 1907 to Easthamp- 
ton, MA where it received the marking “UNABLE TO 
DELIVER/ON SECOND TRIP”. One must remember 
that up to the not too distant past there were two mail 
deliveries per day. This post card arrived at Easthampton 
at 2:30 P.M., too late for the morning delivery, so it went 
out in the afternoon. My guess is that most of the mail 
which received this marking missed the morning deliv­
ery and went out on the second (afternoon) delivery.

The grammar used on some of the markings is quite 
awkward. Figure 6 shows such an example used in San 
Francisco in 1903. The marking reads “Failed of deliv- 
ery/for want of time.” One spelling mistake has been 
reported since the original article appeared. Figure 7 
shows a post card mailed in 1906 to San Antonio, TX. It 
received the marking “Returned for unsufficient/time 
by Carrier No. 19.”

The earliest known use of this marking is still 1894 at 
Oakland, CA (see Figure 1). The latest use was 1913, 
but it is now 1919, at Monroe, LA. Since regulations 
appearing in the 1924 PL&R still prohibited overtime, 
later uses of this marking are still anticipated.

There is still a pattern evident in the geographical 
distribution of this marking. Back in 1986, 14 of the 30 
cities reported using it were in California. This skewing 
to California was most likely due to the fact that I live in 
this state. Twelve years later California represents 21 of 
the 60 cities using it. This is still very skewed towards 
the Golden State, but it is not nearly as bad as it was. I 
believe that some of the other states may be under 
represented, but for whatever reason, California offices 
simply used this marking more than other states. The fact 
that eleven cities in Massachusetts have been recorded 
using it is indicative that the coverage of U.S. cities may 
be more representative than it appears at first glance.
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figure 7.

One new aspect of these markings has come to light 
since 1986. Figure 8 shows a post card mailed to Vallejo, 
CA in 1909. It received the marking “Not delivered for 
want of time. C.K.C.3”. These initials belong to the city 

carrier who applied the marking. The government used 
to publish a document called the Official Register (O.R.) 
that listed all its employees. It was printed every other

Figure 8.
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year until the final edition in 1911. Consulting the 
1909 O.R., we find that there was a city carrier in 
Vallejo, CA named Clifton Cassady. This must be the 
C.K.C. in the marking. Interestingly, there were five city 
carriers back then, with Mr. Cassady being the third one 
alphabetically. I have recorded markings from Vallejo 
for C.I.A. 2 and L.C.M. 4, who turn out to be Charles 
Ashwell and Levi Mallett, respectively. I would expect 
to find markings for city carriers number 1 and 5 one day, 
Horace D. Alvord and Elmer E. Spencer, respectively. I 
can tell by looking at two examples from Santa Cruz, CA 
that this correspondence between city carrier number and 

his alphabetical order is not the hard and fast rule. Two 
of the markings used here refer to “E.W.A. Carrier 
No.6”. This turns out to be Everett W. Adams. There 
were seven city carriers there in 1907 and nine in 1909. 
In both years Mr. Adams was the first alphabetically.

I am eager to see what additions and new wrinkles are 
recorded in the next twelve years. I promise another 
update in 2010. Please send photocopies of any new 
discoveries to the author at 16 Iris Court, San Mateo, 
CA 94401.

TABLE 1

NOT DELIVERED FOR WANT OF TIME

STATE CITY YEARS SEEN MARKING
CA ALAMEDA 1908-1909 Not delivered for want of time. 58mm
CA ALAMEDA 1909 Not delivered for want of time. 43mm
CA BERKELEY 1898-1910 Not delivered by Carrier/for want of time.
CA LONG BEACH 1907-1909 Returned to office/time up (w/ 24 dots)
CA MODESTO 1909 Not delivered for lack of time
CA MONROVIA 1914-1916 ’’UNDELIVERED,/LACK OF TIME 

/______191__ (solid lines)’’
CA OAKLAND 1894 Not delivered by Carrier/date/for want of time.
CA OAKLAND 1899-1905 Not delivered by carrier/date/For want of time.
CA OAKLAND 1903-1907 Not delivered by Carrier/For want of time.
CA OAKLAND 1909 Not delivered for lack/of time.
CA PALO ALTO 1906-1909 Not delivered for want of time
CA PASADENA 1899 Returned to office for want of time. 62mm
CA PASADENA 1903 Returned to office for want of time (no period) 

60mm
CA PETALUMA 1909-1910 ’’Returned, unable to de-/liver for want of time.'
CA SACRAMENTO 1900 ”No time to deliver, H. 14th Dist”
CA SACRAMENTO 1904-1910 Ret’d to P.O. for want of time.
CA SACRAMENTO 1906-1909 Ret’d to P.O. for want olTTime to deliver.
CA SALINAS 1908-1909 ’’Returned to Post Office/by Carrier No(10 dots, 

space, 4 dots)/Lack of Time to Deliver.”
CA SAN FRANCISCO 1902-1913 Failed of delivery/for want of time. 

(Two minor varities)
CA SAN JOSE 1903 "RETURNED TO/SAN JOSE, CAL. P.O./TO 

AVOID OVERTIME"
CA SAN RAFAEL 1904-1905 Undelivered/for want of time
CA SAN RAFAEL 1908 Not delivered for lack of time
CA SANTA BARBARA 1905-1907 Failed of delivery for want/of time.
CA SANTA BARBARA 1909 Failed of delivery for want of time
CA SANTA CRUZ 1906 Could Not be Delivered in/8 Hours
CA SANTA CRUZ 1907-1910 COULD NOT DELIVER IN 8 HOURS
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TABLE 1

NOT DELIVERED FOR WANT OF TIME (Cont.)
STATE CITY YEARS SEEN MARKING
CA SANTA CRUZ 1909 "Could not be delivered for want of time

(w/ nonintegral ""E.W.A. Carrier No. 6"")"
CA SANTA CRUZ 1910 Could not be delivered for want of time/E.W.A. 

Carrier No. 6 (dots under last part)
CA SANTA ROSA 1910 Returned for want of time
CA STOCKTON 1897-1910 Not delivered by carrier/for want of time.
CA VALLEJO 1907 Not delivered for lack of time. C.I.A. 2
CA VALLEJO 1907 Not delivered for want of time. L.C.M. 4.
CA VALLEJO 1909 Not delivered for want of time. C.K.C. 3
CA VISALIA 1907-1908 Not Delivered/For Want of Time.
CA WATSONVILLE 1906-1907 DELIVERY DELAYED/BECAUSE 

TIME EXHAUSTED
CA WATSONVILLE 1908-1914 Time exhausted
CT MILFORD 1916 No time to deliver
GA ATLANTA 1906 Returned to post office on/account of lack of time 

to/deliver.
IA MODESTO 1911 Not delivered for lack of time
IA SIOUX CITY 1909 NOT DELIVERED/For want of sufficient time.
IL FREEPORT 1910 Delivery Delayed./Carrier Short of Time.
IL WHEATON 1907 Returned on Account of/Time Limit. No. 3.
IL WHEATON 1907 Returned on Account of/Time Limit. No. 1.
IN LAFAYETTE 1902 UNDELIVERABLE THIS P.M./For want

of time No 13
KY LEXINGTON 1909 TIME LIMIT EXPIRED/RETURNED TO OFFICE.
KY LEXINGTON 1910 Time limit expired/Returned to office.
LA MONROE 1919 Returned to avoid making over-/time. 

Carrier No. (6 dashes)
LA NEW ORLEANS 1907 RETURNED TO OFFICE TO/AVOID 

OVERTIME./CARRIER No (11 dots)
MA BEVERLY 1907-1911 Unable to Cover Route in Time Limit
MA BEVERLY 1908 Unable to cover route in time limit
MA EASTHAMPTON 1907 UNABLE TO DELIVER/ON SECOND TRIP.
MA FLORENCE 1907 Delivery delayed./Lack of time.
MA LEOMINSTER 1906-1915 CARRIERS TIME EXPIRED.
MA LEOMINSTER 1908-1910 "Returned to Post Office,/Carrier’s time expired."
MA READING 1905-1906 Returned by carrier. Time limit.
MA SALEM 1903-1909 Time up Carrier No.
MA SALEM 1910 "Time up, Carrier No. (6 dots)"
MA SPRINGFIELD 1904-1908 Delivery delayed by inability/of Carrier to cover 

entire/route within time limit.
MA WEST LYNN 1904-1909 Delayed by expiration/of carrier’s time.
MA WESTFIELD 1908 "UNABLE TO DELIVER./ Reason, Lack of Time."
MA WHITMAN 1908-1909 Returned for lack of time/by Carrier No. (dots)
MA WORCHESTER 1902 RETURNED/TIME CONSUMED
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TABLE 1

NOT DELIVERED FOR WANT OF TIME (Cont.)
STATE CITY YEARS SEEN MARKING
MA WORCHESTER 1905-1907 "Returned, Time Consumed. (50mm)"
MA WORCHESTER 1906-1909 "Returned, Time Consumed. (56mm)"
MI ANN ARBOR 1909 "Returned to PM by Carrier No. (6 dashes w/ 

ms ""9"")/Reason (24 dashes w/ ms ""time up"")"
MO SPRINGFIELD 1908 TIME UP
MO SPRINGFIELD 1910 TIME UP NO. 81 3-26-’10
NH LACONIA 1907 "UNDELIVERED FOR LACK OF TIME, TRIP No."
NJ RIDGEWOOD 1909 Undelivered for lack of time
NJ WESTFIELD 1909 Returned to office short of time
NJ SOUTH ORANGE 1905 Delivery delayed by inability of carrier/to cover 

entire route...(partial)
NY GLENS FALLS 1906 Unable to deliver on account/of lack of time. 

/Carriers No.(ll dots)
OH CINCINNATI 1914 COULD NOT BE DELIVERED WITHIN/THE 

8 HOUR LIMIT./W.H.H.-181.
OH CIRCLEVILLE 1908-1910 Not delivered for want of time.
OK PERRY 1907 RETURNED/EXCESS 8 HOURS
PA CORRY 1904-1909 Ret’d to P.O. Delay in/delivery caused by lack/of 

time. No: (12 dashes)
RI EAST PROVIDENCE1905-1908 CARRIERS TIME EXPIRED
RI PAWTUCKET 1913 Failure of Delivery on Account of Expira-Ztion 

of Carrier’s Time
RI PROVIDENCE 1899-1900 Failed of delivery on account of expiration/of the 

Carrier’s time.
TX DALLAS 1909 Returned to Post Office by/carrier for lack of 

time/ to deliver
TX GALVESTON 1907 "Returned to office by Carrier/No.

(9 dots w/ ms ""12"") Insufficient time for/ delivery."
TX SAN ANTONIO 1906 Returned for unsufficient [sic]/time by Carrier No. 19.
TX SAN ANTONIO 1907-1908 RETURNED FOR/INSUFFICIENT TIME.
TX SAN ANTONIO 1907-1911 "RETURNED FOR INSUFFICIENT TIME, 

(slanted letters; 64 mm to final ’”•£"")”
TX SAN ANTONIO 1908 "Returned for insufficient time,"
TX SAN ANTONIO 1908-1911 "RETURNED FOR INSUFFICIENT TIME 

(67 mm to final •"•£"")"
UT PROVO 1904 Delivery delayed on account of insufficient/time. 

Carrier No. (6 dashes)
UT PROVO 1907-1908 Delivery delayed on account/of insufficient time. 

Carrier No (16 dots)
UT PROVO 1909-1911 Delivery delayed on account/of insufficient time. 

Carrier No.(ll dashes)
UT SALT LAKE CITY 1907 Insufficient time for delivery.
UT SALT LAKE CITY 1909 "Insufficient time for delivery, 47 L"
UT SALT LAKE CITY 1910 INSUFFICIENT TIME TO DELIVER
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The Post Offices of Fleming County, Kentucky
by Robert M. Rennick

Kentucky’s twenty-sixth county, Fleming, was taken 
from part of Mason County by legislative act on February 
10,1798. Its original 3,060 square mile territory included 
part or all of nine other counties. Its biggest loss of 2,540 
square miles came in the winter of 1799/1800 with the 
formation of Floyd County. Another 180 square miles 
were ceded to the new Rowan County in 1856. Fleming 
assumed its current 351 square mile area in 1888 by 
gaining some additional land from Mason. The 1990 
Census counted 12,300 county residents.

Fleming is roughly divided into two geographic sec­
tions. The area west of the Pottsville Escarpment is part 
of the gently rolling Outer Bluegrass, while to the east 
are the higher and steeper elevations of the Appalachian 
foothills. The county is drained exclusively by the Lick­
ing River, which forms most of its western border with 
Nicholas and Bath counties, and several key tributaries 
- Johnson, Fleming, Locust, and Fox creeks and their 
branches —on which most of Fleming’s earlier settle­
ments were located. The county’s seat, Flemingsburg, is 
fifty-seven road miles northeast of downtown Lexington 
and seventeen miles south of downtown Maysville.

The stream, the town, and the county, in that order, 
were named for the pioneer surveyor and developer John 
Fleming (1735-1791). It was on one of his surveys, in 
June 1784, that Fleming Creek was given his name. 
Twelve years later, Fleming’s half-brother George 
Stockton laid out the town that was to become the 
county’s seat, and out of affection also named it for 
Fleming. Michael Cassiday, Stockton’s colleague, who 
was then representing Mason County in the state legis­
lature, is said to have suggested Fleming’s name for the 
new county as well. It is doubtful that Fleming ever spent 
more than a few months in the county, though with his 
establishment in 1788 of a station 3 x/i miles west of the 
county seat, it’s likely that he would have moved there 
permanently if he had not died in the spring of 1791.'

The forty-nine post offices within the present bounda­
ries of Fleming County will be located by road miles 
from the courthouse in downtown Flemingsburg.

The county’s largest community, the fourth class city 
of Flemingsburg, is centered at the junction of Ky 11,32, 
and 57. It was founded by George Stockton who, some 
ten years before, had built and settled a station half a mile 
north. In September, 1799 Stockton’s new town was 
selected as the county’s seat. On or about September 16, 
1800 John Faris was appointed the postmaster of what 
was first called Fleming Court House but was renamed 
Flemingsburgh in 1815 and Flemingsburg in 1894. 
Today, what little industry is found in this primarily 

agricultural county is in Flemingsburg - notably a U.S. 
Shoe Corporation plant; Randall-Textron, makers of 
auto and appliance trim; and Fleming Homes, a builder 
of pre-fabricated houses. Since its completion in the late 
1980’s, the Ky 11/32 bypass has attracted commercial 
development from Flemingsburg’s downtown. The 
city’s 1990 population was just under 3,100.

Major John Finley2 and several others, while partici­
pants in the Thompson Survey Expedition of 1773, dis­
covered and named the Upper Blue Licks on the south 
side of the Licking River, near the present Ky 57. Finley 
later claimed and received a Virginia pre-emption to 
1,000 acres on both sides of the river to which he brought 
his family for permanent settlement in 1796. In 1805 he 
initiated salt production on the Nicholas County (or 
south) side of the river and established a small village to 
serve his work force. On October 8 of that year he opened 
the Upper Blue Licks post office on the Fleming side, a 
mile and a half south of the future Battle Run-Sapp post 
office, and eleven miles southwest of Flemingsburg, 
which operated until mid-June, 1835. It was re-estab­
lished by John F. Clark in Nicholas County on January 
20, 1864, but in February 1866 Clark’s successor Abra­
ham Shrout moved it back to Fleming County where it 
remained until it closed for good in June, 1873.

Little remains of the once thriving town of Sherburne 
[shar/ban] on Ky 11 and the Licking River, 11 V2 miles 
south south-west of Flemingsburg. This site, part of the 
9,000 acre John Fowler grant, was acquired in 1802 by 
Robert Andrews, a native of Sherburne, New York, who, 
by 1807, had built there a water-powered grist mill. This 
was joined later by a sawmill, a carding factory, and other 
businesses so that when the local post office was estab­
lished on March 5, 1814 it was called Sherburne Mills. 
John Andrews, who succeeded his father in the family 
business, was the first postmaster and is credited with 
founding the town for his employees. Shortly after its 
incorporation on February 17, 1847, the town began to 
enjoy considerable prosperity with hotels, stores, shops, 
and a furniture factory. In 1879 the post office became 
simply Sherburne and closed in late April, 1958.

Elizaville, which still has its post office, along with 
several stores and churches, was an early nineteenth 
century settlement centering at the j unction of the present 
Ky 32 and 170,5 *4 miles west of Flemingsburg. Its post 
office may have been established on March 2,1819 with 
John St. Clair as postmaster, and is said to have been 
named for the wife or daughter of an early settler.3 The 
town that grew up around the local tavern and post office 
was laid out in the spring of 1819 but was not chartered 
until February 27, 1835.
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Sometime before 1792, William Pearce and his family 
may have settled in the vicinity of the junction of the 
present Ky 111 and 156, 5 3/4 miles southeast of 
Flemingsburg. They would have named the town they 
established there Pearceville but for their neighbors who 
favored The Poplar Plains, later shortened to Poplar 
Plains, for its situation in a grove of yellow poplars on 
a level stretch of land. The local post office opened as 
Poplar Plains in 1823 with William Pearce (a son?) as 
postmaster. The town, chartered on January 14, 1831, 
soon became an important trade center with a woolen 
factory, tannery, bank, and hotel. It also had at least four 
general stores and several shops, as well as schools and 
churches. The post office closed in August 1926, and 
only the churches and a store or two remain.

Several short-lived ante-bellum post offices have not 
been located. One or more descendants of pioneer land­
owner William Alexander may have had a mill some­
where on Locust Creek, on part of the 700 acre tract 
William had acquired before his death in 1810. An 
Alexander Mills post office operated between December 
11, 1823 and September 1833 with James Blair and 
Bennet E. Davis, postmasters.

One of the post offices known to have served commu­
nities on Fox Creek was actually called Fox Creek. 
Though its site remains unknown, it operated between 
December 23, 1845 and August, 1847 with Reason 
Plummer its only postmaster.

The creek, which heads just northeast of the Fleming- 
Lewis-Rowan county juncture, is said to have been 
named for one or more Fox families. We may even be 
reminded of Arthur Fox, the Mason County surveyor and 
founder of Washington, who, according to tradition, 
once fell in the creek, prompting his friend Simon Ken­
ton to suggest that it be named for him on that account. 
The stream later powered a number of early nineteenth 
century mills, while the medicinal springs on its upper 
reaches gave rise to several resorts, each served by some 
of the post offices discussed below.

The Pine Flat post office, operated by William B. 
Ham from February 20, 1846 until August of 1847, may 
have been in what became Rowan County in 1856. A 
number of Hams, including fifty-four year-old W.B. 
Ham, are listed in the 1860 Rowan County census.

A-post office, unlocated, unexplained, and unknown 
except for its appearance in the Fleming County Post 
Office Registers, wasy46e/. James W. Johnson and Jacob 
Fulkerson were postmasters during its brief tenure be­
tween January 4, 1855 and early September, 1857.

The village of Mount Carmel, extending half a mile 
along Ky 57, centers some 7 Vi miles northeast of 
Flemingsburg. Its first settlers, sometime before 1820, 
are said to have been reminded of the Biblical Mount 
Carmel. The town was chartered by the legislature in 

December of 1825, and the local post office was estab­
lished by John B. Clark in 1829. At various times during 
the nineteenth century the place had a tannery, carding 
and flour mills, tobacco warehouses, stores, hotels, a 
tavern, cigar, coffin, and shoe factories. It also had watch 
repair and other shops, along with its schools and 
churches. The post office closed in late July 1915 but was 
reopened ten years later by Earl B. Wallingford and 
closed for good in July, 1932. The school, two churches, 
three stores, and a volunteer fire department still serve 
the northeast corner of the county.

Around 1820 William Derrick Foudray, the Philadel­
phia-born son of Samuel who had brought his family to 
Fleming County in 1806, purchased and settled on some 
land south of Poplar Plains. He called his settlement 
Foudraysville [foo/dreez/vihl] and started its first busi­
ness, a hat maker’s shop, while his brother Sacheverell 
opened the local tavern. Later arriving residents changed 
the community’s name to Hillsboro for its site at the 
western edge of the escarpment.

As Hillsboro the local post office was established on 
September 19, 1833 with Stephen L. Filson, postmaster; 
but the town was chartered as Hillsborough on February 
18, 1839. The post office name soon adopted the later 
spelling. Though the town was incorporated as Hillsboro 
in 1846, it was not until 1893 that the post office name 
assumed this spelling. By the 1870’s the place had be­
come a wholesale center for the region. In 1878 railroad 
tracks were completed from Johnson (or Flemingsburg) 
Junction; through Flemingsburg; to Hillsboro as one 
stage of the projected (but never realized) Convington 
Flemingsburg and Pound Gap Railroad. Although the 
town was disincorporated in 1960, it retains its post 
office, a couple of stores and churches, and a school and 
is centered at the junction of Ky 111 and 158,10 3/4 miles 
south south-east of Flemingsburg.

About a mile south of John Fleming’s Station on the 
creek bearing his name, the post office of Martha Mills 
was established on March 2, 1836 with H.T. Pearce, 
postmaster. This was a misnomer for there was but one 
mill there, a grist mill on Fleming Creek, probably first 
operated by Robert Andrews, and thus also known as 
Andrews’ Mill. He is said to have named the mill for his 
wife, the former Martha Dougherty (1766-1816).

In December 1851 this post office was moved 1 l/2 
miles south to serve a stage stop and store on the main 
road between Maysville, Flemingsburg, and Mount Ster­
ling — roughly the route of the present Ky 11. It was 
renamed Pinhook, a term describing the sharp practices 
of pioneer storekeepers,4 and James C. Sousley became 
its new postmaster. It was renamed Tilton on January 4, 
1855. By then the town, 5 3/4 miles south of 
Flemingsburg, had been chartered in the name of Dr. 
Robert Tilton, (ca. 1800-1834), an area physician. The 
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community has survived the post office ’ s closing in May, 
1905 with a store and a couple of churches. Nothing 
remains at the Martha Mills site.

The Fleming County community which was long - 
and now exclusively - known as Fairview had a post 
office first called Oak Woods and then (by 1894) Oak­
wood. It was located at the junction of the present US 68 
(the old Maysville-Lexington Turnpike following the 
main buffalo trace) and Ky 165, 6 % miles west of 
Elizaville. The post office served this mill town and trade 
center from August 21,1846 through June, 1918. Hiram 
B. Burriss was its first postmaster. Local people early 
remarked on the fair view enjoyed from that site and its 
many large oak trees. A grocery and two churches re­
main.

The next post office known to have served a section 
of the Fox Creek valley was established on February 28, 
1849 as Plummer’s Mill. Benjamin Plummer (ne 1793), 
its first postmaster, had acquired the local grist mill from 
his father-in-law, Henry Severs, and operated it in his 
name until his death in January, 1866. On January 3, 
1862 Samuel Maguire moved this post office about three 
miles northeast to a site a mile up Stockton’s Creek, a 
Fox Creek tributary, where he was developing a resort 
to exploit the local mineral waters. He called his new post 
office Belle Grove (recorded incorrectly as Bell Grove 
on the postal register). A month later he changed it to the 
more appropriate Belle Grove Springs. The following 
September, for an unknown reason, this post office was 
again moved, back to Fox Creek, to the site of the old 
Plummer’s Landing, a short distance below the mouth 
of Stockton’s where, except for several years following 
the Civil War, it has remained as Plummer’s Landing.

On March 25, 1865 Samuel R. Phelps established the 
Crane Creek post office at or near the mouth of this Fox 
Creek tributary 6 In July of 1867 his successor, James R. 
Plummer, moved the post office two miles up Fox Creek, 
back to the site of Plummer’s Mill where, as Plummers 
Mills, it operated until July, 1877.

Another post office served the Plummers Mills vicin­
ity from March 16, 1904 through February, 1907. Hop­
ing to call it Elmo, but finding that name in use in 
Christian County, postmaster Thomas E. Cooper called 
it Namo. This small community on the present Ky 32, 
just east of Fox Creek and thirteen miles southeast of 
Flemingsburg, is still officially Plummers Mills but has 
also been called Butler for a local school (gone) and 
sometimes Watson’s Store. Whence Elmo and Namo is 
not known.

Plummers Landing, about 1 */2 miles above Plum­
mers Mills, was named for the landing and stopping 
place for drovers maintained there in the early nineteenth 
century by Robert Plummer, a brother of Benjamin’s. 
This, the larger of the Plummer communities, also had 

at least three saw mills, a flour mill or two, and several 
factories and stores before the turn of the present century. 
Shortly after the Belle Grove Springs hotel burned in 
1876, the resort was abandoned and not a trace of it 
remains.

White Oak Hill was another little remembered post 
office. Lloyd’s 1863 map shows it on the Rowan County 
line, on the road that comes down Crane Creek (the 
present Ky 32). It would thus have been 4 x/z miles south 
of Plummers Mills. The post office operated here from 
June 2, 1849 through February, 1862 with Benjamin 
Johnson and George W. Littleton, postmasters. Area 
trees of that variety are the probable source of its name.

Austin R. Saunders and Squire A. Day who co-owned 
Day’s Mill on the Licking River, about 1 l/2 miles south 
of Locust, and 12 lA miles south of Flemingsburg, also 
ran the local post office known as Pleasant Grove Mills 
between September 25, 1849 and mid-December, 1864. 
Some twenty years later J.B. Day had a store there and 
continued to operate the mill into the early twentieth 
century. Nothing marks the site now.

Descendants of Albertis Ringo, a New Jersey bom, 
Virginia-based Revolutionary War veteran, brought his 
family to Kentucky around 1798 and built another early 
Fox Creek mill at what, by the Civil War, was called 
Farmville. To serve the mill and the small community 
growing up around it, James Gilmore established the 
Orange post office 7 on July 26,1871 which he operated 
through January, 1874. On February 11, 1878 Oliver P. 
Maxey re-established the post office about a mile south 
and named it Ringo’s Mills, for by then the Ringo family 
had added another mill or two to their holdings. The post 
office closed in late August, 1958. Today the small 
hamlet of Ringos Mills with its two churches and a small 
store is best known for its ninety foot long covered bridge 
where Ky 158 crosses the creek, 14 miles south 
south-east of Flemingsburg.

Four Fleming County post offices served villages that 
developed in direct response to the arrival of the Mays­
ville and Lexington (later the Kentucky Central and 
Louisville and Nashville) Railroad in 1869/70. The first 
of these, Johnson Junction, served Johnson’s Station 
on land deeded by James Threlkeld Johnson to the rail­
road which then built the depot and hired him as its first 
rail and express agent. In the depot Johnson also main­
tained the community’s store and its post office. The 
office operated from May 9, 1872 until mid-December 
1919; and from February 13,1930 through August, 1944. 
From 1877 through 1955 this junction also provided a 
rail outlet for Flemingsburg by way of the narrow gauge 
Cincinnati Flemingsburg and Pound Gap Railroad.8 
Thus this place has since been identified as 
Flemingsburg Junction. Little remains at this site. The 
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depot at the junction of the present Ky 161 and 170, 5 
*/2 miles northwest of Flemingsburg, now lies in ruins.

The small village of Cowan still extends for over a 
mile west along Ky 32 from the L&N tracks, some 8 */2 
miles west of Flemingsburg. It and its station and post 
office, established on June 13, 1872, were named for 
John Henry Cowan, on whose land the station was lo­
cated. Frank M. Allan was the first postmaster. The post 
office closed in late April, 1958.

Ewing, Fleming’s only other incorporated place, has 
one of the county’s five extant post offices. It too began 
as a station on the Maysville and Lexington Railroad, 
two rail miles northeast of Cowan, and 7 % miles west 
of Flemingsburg. In May 1871 Robert J. Ewing, Jr. 
(1815-1884) who had acquired his father’s holdings, 
donated land to the railroad for the depot and right-of- 
way. On November 10,1873 he established the local post 
office which he named for his family. The town, char­
tered on March 27, 1880, is now a sixth class city with a 
1990 population of270 and the trade center for northwest 
Fleming County.

The last of the stations to be established on what 
became the Kentucky Central (L&N) started as Eli­
zaville Station for the town it served, 1 x/i miles south­
east. When the railroad’s local agent, Thomas W. Slicer, 
petitioned for a post office he successfully submitted the 
name Nepton for Neppie (or Penelope), his recently 
deceased infant daughter.7 The Nepton post office, with 
Thomas J. Dillon as its first postmaster, operated from 
April 13,1881 through April, 1958. The station too took 
this name as did the community, incorporated in March 
of 1886 around its bank, hotel, several stores, three flour 
mills, tobacco warehouse, school, and churches. The 
place survives with some homes and a couple of churches 
just south of where Ky 367 crosses the tracks, 6 x/z miles 
west of Flemingsburg.

From June 23, 1874 through 1891 the post office of 
Franklin’s Mills served Henry B. Franklin’s saw and 
gristmills and his spoke and ax handle factory on the west 
side of Sand Lick Fork of Fox Creek, 7 !/2 miles southeast 
of Flemingsburg. James Kidwell, the local storekeeper, 
was the first postmaster. Nothing remains of this once 
important settlement but some homes off Ky 32, on the 
road to the Mt. Vernon Cemetery.

The 2 */2 mile long Licking River tributary identified 
on current maps as Sap Branch (sic) has always been 
called, locally, Battle Run. It was on its banks that, in 
1791, a battle was fought between a band of Indians and 
some Bourbon County settlers under John Fleming in 
which Fleming was seriously wounded. On December 
14, 1874, J. Fleming McCall established the Battle Run 
post office where the present Ky 57 crosses the creek, 1 
*/2 miles north of the Upper Blue Licks, and 9 */2 miles 
southwest of Flemingsburg. It lasted but five months, 

and was re-established on August 15, 1882 as Sapp for 
one or more local families (perhaps George Sapp’s), with 
Benjamin F. Summers, postmaster. From March 30, 
1908 through December 2,1920, when it closed for good, 
the post office was again Battle Run. A church and some 
homes survive.

Another of the Fox Creek mills to give rise to a 
settlement and post office was Muses Mills where Rt. 
1013 crosses the creek, 15 x/i miles east of Flemingsburg. 
The post office was established on May 4, 1876 with 
George M. Manchester, postmaster. The town was 
named for the local grain and sawmills which were run 
by descendants of George Muse, Sr., a Revolutionary 
War veteran, who died there in 1827. Most of Manches­
ter’s successors as postmaster-storekeepers were mem­
bers of the Muse family. The post office still operates in 
Compton’s grocery.

The American agrarian movement known as the Na­
tional Grange of the Patrons of Husbandry, founded in 
1867, may or may not have been the name source of 
Grange City now at the junction of Ky 111 and 211, 
located 14 3/4 miles east of Flemingsburg. According to 
some historians, the local settlement had that name at 
least by 1865, and a Mr. Grange had been instrumental 
in its establishment. But no such family has been identi­
fied in nineteenth century county records. The first post­
master of this office, in operation from June 27, 1876 
through November 1959, was Oliver B. Denton. The 
place became an actual city when it was incorporated on 
April 28, 1886. At its peak, before 1900, the town had at 
least two stores, a flour mill, wagonworks, a tobacco 
warehouse, and a hotel.

The short-lived Royse post office (between February 
11, 1878 and early March 1879) was named by the first 
of its three postmasters, Basil R. Hargett, for his wife 
Mary’s family. Before the end of 1878 he was succeeded 
by John R. Royse and, in mid-February 1879, by Thomas 
U. Likes. It is thus very likely that the office was on Rock 
Lick Creek, just north and east of Tar Branch and the 
present Ky 158, one mile east of Fox Creek and a mile 
south of the Ringo Mills post office.

In the summer of 1880 a local storekeeper, Pleasant 
E. Million, petitioned for a post office to be named Sugar 
Loaf for the hill 0 one mile to the west. The other option 
was Foxport for the landing on the nearby North Fork of 
the Licking River. Foxport it became, and operated from 
September 20, 1880 through July, 1915. By the end of 
the nineteenth century, Foxport, which may have been 
named for the Mason County family (not for the stream 
which is several miles south) had at least three stores, a 
grain and lumber dealer, and a tobacco house. The viable 
hamlet now lies at the junction of Ky 344 and 1902, 2 
34 miles southeast of Mt. Carmel, and less than a quarter 
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of a mile from the North Fork which forms the Lewis 
County line.

The community now called Goddard had many 
names. It was based on a Methodist church organized 
around 1810 by the Virginia-born pioneers John and 
Joseph Goddard that was always known as Goddards 
Chapel. Little is known of the early history of the com­
munity. By the early 1880’s it was identified on records 
and maps as Hamburg, for a local Ham or Hamm family, 
and may also have been called Hammond’s Store. On 
October 27, 1881 John T. Hammond, the storekeeper, 
opened the local post office as Sandford. This office (and 
later the community itself) took the Goddard name on 
April 14, 1902. The office closed in late April, 1958. 
Briefly, before the First World War, the community may 
also have borne the nickname Tuffy for the “rough and 
tough” character of some of its residents.

Sanford is said to have been named for some Fleming 
County families, though one can’t rule out its location 
some six miles up Sand Lick Fork of Fox Creek. The 
community, also on Ky 32, eight miles southeast of 
Flemingsburg, once had as many as three stores and two 
flour mills at one time but is now notable only for its 
church, a store, and the sixty-six foot long covered bridge 
across the creek that one must travel through to get to the 
church.

Fleming County’s famed nineteenth century resort, 
Fox Springs, was at the head of Brushy Fork (now Park 
Lake), another Fox Creek branch. More precisely, it was 
just south of the lake, on or near the present Rt. 1013, a 
mile south of Ky 559, and 11 lA miles east of 
Flemingsburg. The chalybeate springs and a sixty room 
hotel and several nearby cottages attracted visitors from 
the entire upper south and Ohio valley for much of the 
century. On March 13,1882 Otho Estill opened the local 
post office and named it Otho (probably pronounced 
ohth/oh)11 for himself. The office closed in June of the 
following year when Estill moved to the new settlement 
of Wallingford where he opened a grocery store. The 
Otho post office was reopened on March 15, 1890 by 
James T. Bowman, a storekeeper and blacksmith, to 
serve two local sawmills, his store, and some other 
businesses until he closed it for good in late January, 
1897. By then the resort had also closed.

The settlement to which Otho Estill moved in the 
summer of 1883 was at the head of Sand Lick Fork, on 
the present Ky 559,6 x/i miles east of Flemingsburg. This 
vicinity is said to have been settled by several related 
families of Carpenter and may have been known before 
and during the Civil War as Oak Grove for the many 
local oak trees. In 1879 Richard Carpenter built what he 
called Carpenters Chapel Methodist Church on the site 
of the present Wallingford Methodist Church. On April 
19,1883 John S. Carpenter opened the local post office. 

His first proposed name Sylvania was replaced by Wall­
ingford for one or more of the descendants of the four 
Wallingford brothers who had pioneered much of the 
Fleming, Mason, and Lewis county border country. M.P. 
Wallingford was a justice of the peace in nearby Mt. 
Carmel. While Otho Estill was postmaster from October 
1893 to June 1897, the community had two general 
stores, including Otho’s grocery and several other busi­
nesses. The post office still serves most of eastern 
Fleming County.

Sunset was the name given to a settlement on a ridge 
from which a beautiful sunset could be seen. By February 
10,1890, when William W. Evans opened its post office, 
it was already an established community with a mill, 
school, and Graham’s store. The office closed in mid­
February 1908, and only some homes now mark the site 
on Ky 158, two miles southwest of Hillsboro.

The Crains post office served the small community 
of Craintown on the present Ky 57, four miles southwest 
of Flemingsburg. It operated between May 7, 1890 and 
June 1904, with John W. Shockley, the first postmaster. 
It was named for one or more nearby Crain families, 
perhaps John L’s.

When George W. Hutton set about to establish a post 
office in his store across from the mouth of Mudlick 
Branch of Fox Creek, three miles northeast of Muses 
Mills, he proposed to call it Hutton. Instead it operated 
as Ryan from June 6, 1890 through February, 1939. The 
Ryans were the family of Irish-born John M. Ryan who 
arrived in Fleming County in 1865 and became a promi­
nent Flemingsburg and county official and businessman. 
Among his fourteen children were James H. (ne 1866) 
who later ran a Flemingsburg grocery, livery stable, and 
seed business.

The aptly named Hilltop post office was located at the 
junction of the present Ky 57 and 170, nine miles south­
west of Flemingsburg. According to postmaster-desig­
nate Charles Grant Callahan’s Site Location Report, at 
least four names were proposed: Central, Hilltop, Syl­
van, and Cable. The Hilltop office operated from March 
3, 1892 through April, 1905. Now a store and Christian 
church serve the area between Sherburne and Cowan.12

Postmaster-designate Thomas J. Call’s proposed 
name Callville for a crossroads office three miles south 
of Mt. Carmel was replaced by Beechburg for the local 
trees. The office operated from October 31,1892 through 
April, 1906. Only the local church now marks the site.

Mason and Fleming county pioneer Daniel Peck 
(1753-1820) early brought his family to the ridge, some 
7 !/2 miles southwest of Flemingsburg, that has since 
borne his name. The rural post office of Peck’s Ridge, 
established by John W. Borders on August 25, 1893, 
served a store (gone) at the junction of the present Rts. 
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1123 and 1325 through June, 1904. There is nothing 
there now.

Just east of Anderson Branch (of Brush Fork of Fox 
Creek) and four miles north of Muses Mills, was the 
Limerick post office, established by and named for its 
first postmaster Albert Limerick (1841-1898). It oper­
ated from March 3, 1894 through August 1903.

A family of Dales (probably John Dale) most likely 
gave its name to the Dalesburg post office on the present 
Ky 57, located 4 3Zi miles northeast of Flemingsburg. 
This office served a store, church, and school from May 
9, 1894 through July, 1915. James H. Morrison was the 
first postmaster. Only the church survives.

Two relatively short-lived post offices between Pea 
Ridge and the Licking River’s North Fork have not been 
precisely located. One, Bowman, operated by James T. 
and John S. Bowman from July 14, 1898 through April 
1906, may have been in the vicinity of what is given on 
current maps as Bowman’s Springs. According to James 
T.’s Site Location Report, it was four miles from Foxport 
and five miles from Wallingford.

The other, the inexplicably named Tacoma, served 
first postmaster Thomas R. Steven’s store from Novem­
ber 9, 1903 through April, 1906. His Site Location Re­
port located the office two miles southwest of Tharp (in 
Lewis County). It may have been in the vicinity of Fox 
Springs, and thus could have been a successor of the 
Otho post office.

When the once crossroads village of Concord, on the 
present Ky 11, three miles north of Sherburne, applied 
for a post office, its only postmaster, Fletcher M. Hop­
kins, proposed to name it Threemile for its location at 
the head of Three Mile Run (Concord was then in use by 
a Lewis County post office). Instead the office operated 
between April 7,1899 and mid-July, 1904 as Balm. Why 
this name is not known. Perhaps, like Concord, it had a 
scriptural reference. One recalls the “balm of Gilead”, 
several varieties of a resinous substance with medicinal 
and cosmetic applications much valued and traded in Old 
Testament times. The local school and several stores are 
gone and only the Concord Church remains.

Sometime in the late nineteenth century, Lee Cooper 
opened a store and sawmill on Crane Creek, a mile or so 
from the Rowan County line. One of his sons, George 
Cooper, established the local post office on April 28, 
1899. He would call it Cooper (then in use in Wayne 
County) or Nishi, but it operated, at several vicinity sites 
through 1933 as Nisi [na:/seye]. County historians have 
never come to terms with Nishi. From the date of its 
establishment, one could wonder if the office was named 
for the Japanese foreign minister who, the preceding 
April, had negotiated with Russia’s minister to Japan an 
agreement to recognize Korea’s independence while re­
affirming Japan’s interest in that counrty’s economic 

development. But who knows why that would have 
appealed to Mr. Cooper.

Where the present Ky 559 (the Fox Springs Road) is 
joined by the McCann Road, nearly four miles east of 
Flemingsburg, was the Sutton post office. With Miles H. 
Doyle and Frank P. Carpenter as its only two postmas­
ters, it was probably named for Thomas P. Sutton (1814- 
1900) who lived nearby. It served a rural settlement 
between June 7, 1901 and mid-March, 1905. The local 
store and school once located there are now gone.

According to tradition, residents of a community on 
the present Ky 211, a mile and a half north of the Rowan 
County line, were seeking a home for their new post 
office when a stranger named Coldfax (sic) entered upon 
the discussion and suggested his own name. Thus the 
office, established on June 12, 1901, with Allen Hender­
son, postmaster, was called Colfax. In 1903 his succes­
sor, James S. Davis, had the office moved some two 
hundred yards south to serve the community of Spring 
Hill (whose name was then in use by a Hickman County 
post office). Over the years, the pronunciation of the 
name shifted inexplicably from kohl/faex to Kahl/faex. 
After several more moves, the most recent at a point 18 
*/4 miles south south-east of Flemingsburg, this office 
closed in late May, 1958. Could the office, though, have 
honored President Grant’s first vice president, Schuyler 
Colfax of Indiana (1823-1885), for whom a number of 
other communities and several counties in our country 
were also named?

Luther A. Weir, learning that his family’s name was 
already in use by a Muhlenberg County post office, 
named his new office Acme. He alone operated it at the 
junction of the present Rts. 597 (the Cherry Grove Road) 
and 3299, four miles north of Flemingsburg, from March 
25, 1903 through April, 1906. The name’s derivation is 
not known.

The short-lived (January 19, 1910 - October, 1911) 
Big Run post office was named for a Fox Creek tributary. 
It was probably located at or just below the mouth of 
Henderson Branch of the Run, in the vicinity of the Big 
Run School and the Hedger Chapel Church, 3 l/i miles 
north of Plummers Landing. Frank P. Henderson was its 
only postmaster.

Sharkey, Fleming’s last named post office, occupied 
several sites in Fleming and Rowan counties between 
July 10, 1913 and August, 1958. It was established by 
Lewis S. Ratliff at or near the junction of the present Ky 
158 and 801, some fifty feet north of the county line. It 
was discontinued in mid-February 1927 but re-estab­
lished on March 16, 1928 by Samuel N. Sorrell on the 
Rowan County side of 801, one mile south. On Decem­
ber 9, 1939, for the greater convenience of its patrons, 
the office was returned by Hiram C. Eldridge to its earlier 
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site where it closed on August 31, 1958, the same day as 
its neighbor, Ringo Mills, 2 x/z miles north.

The Sharkey name has long puzzled historians in both 
counties. According to local tradition, it may have been 
named for a resident, a professional boxer, who had 
fought under the name St. Ratliff Sharkey. This was 
probably an assumed name, they say, since there is no 
record of a Sharkey family in those parts. Some Rowan 
County people once came up with the unlikely tale that 
the place was named for a champion rooster.

Five of Fleming’s forty-nine post offices 
(Flemingsburg, Ewing, Hillsboro, Wallingford, and Eli­
zaville) still operate. The first two continue to serve 
incorporated places. Twenty-three offices served towns 
or villages at some time, while most of the others cen­
tered on at least a local store, church, and/or mill. Eleven 
offices bore names that were not those first intended for 
them. Seven served places with other names. Seven had 
name changes.

Twenty-one offices bore the names of local or area 
persons or families. Eight were named for their locations 
or situations, or referred to geographic features in their 
vicinity. Two were named for distant places, while four 
were given the names of local or nearby features (two 
streams, a ridge, and the Upper Blue Licks). Local mills 
gave their names to six offices. One (Grange City) was 
probably named for a local organization (though its name 
might have been a local person’s). Eight name deriva­
tions are as yet unknown. Four offices (Alexander’s 
Mills, Fox Creek, Pine Flat, and Abel) have not been 
precisely located.

FOOTNOTES
R.S. Cotterill, “John Fleming Pioneer of Flaming 

County” Register of the Kentucky Historical Society, 
Vol. 49, July 1951, Pp. 193-201.

2 Major John Finley (1748-1837), a surveyor and 
Revolutionary War veteran, was Judge Advocate of the 
Northwest Territory in 1792 and represented Fleming 
County in the Kentucky legislature from 1800 to 1804. 
He is not to be confused with Daniel Boone’s friend, the 
Indian trader John Findley, who maintained a store at 
Eskippakithiki in 1752-53.

3 Some say Eliza was the wife of pioneer James Cho- 
can, Sr. (1783-1854), but biographical records indicate 
that his two wives were Jane and Sophia. Others contend 
that Eliza was the daughter of the early Fleming County 
house carpenter John Cochran (1784-1863) who did 
have a daughter named Eliza.

4 Rennick, Robert M., “Pinhook as a Place Name in 
Indiana and Kentucky” Midwestern Journal of Lan­
guage and Folklore, XII, Spring 1986, Pp. 38-42.

5 This family’s name is given as Seaver, Seevers, and 
even Secors in other historical records.

Crain Creek is said to have been named for a local 
family of which nothing more is known.

7 The Orange post office name remains a puzzle. 
Though no families named Orange are listed in Fleming 
County’s 1860 Census, early records show that a John 
Orange, son of William, was bound to William Goddard 
in 1806.

8 Cincinnati Flemingsburg and Pound Gap was the 
first of several names that a series of owners gave to this 
rail line that also operated from Hillsboro to the Junction 
until 1907.

9 Penelope Slicer, nicknamed Neppie, was born on 
October 22, 1872 and died on October 12 of the follow- 
ing^ear.

The hill called Sugar Loaf was named for its 
resemblance to a loaf of concentrated sugar.

11 Otho Estill was called “Oath” by his kin and 
neighbors.

“ According to Martha Royse, the Fleming County 
historian, this community may also have been named for 
an area family of Hills.
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POSTAL MARKINGS OF NORTH DAKOTA TERRITORY
Part IV: Cavalier and Dickey County

By Mike Ellingson
Post Office Box 21402
Eagan, MN 55121
E-Mail: mikeellingson@juno.com

This is the fourth installment in an effort to catalog all 
known postmarks used in the portion of Dakota Territory 
that later became North Dakota. Please continue to send 
updates to the author at the above address. Thanks!

Cavalier County
Code Earliest Latest Killer Notes

Alma (1882-1896)

None Reported

Beaulieu (1882-1935)

1 C41HN1B28

Byron (1888-1904)

None Reported

Easby (1884-1957)

None Reported

Elgin (1883-1888)

1 C21HN1B32.5

Elkwood (1883-1930)

1 C21HN1R27.5

2 C1GNIB27

Ellerton (1888-1894)

None Reported

Gertrude (1883/1895)

1 C21GN1R27.5

Gresham (1883-1883)

None Reported

Hannah (1884-1992)

None Reported

Langdon (1886-Date)

1 C1GN1B27

28 Aug 1883 cork grid

18 Nov 1884

29 May 1884 15 Dec 1884 target
5 Apr 1886 26 Oct 1889 target

11 Oct 1885 6 Nov 1885 target

3 May 1887 cork

Copyright 1998 by Michael W. Ellingson

mailto:mikeellingson@juno.com
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Code

Lemon (1883-1888)

None Reported

Maida (1884-1967)

None Reported

Cavalier County
Earliest Latest Killer Notes

McHugh (1885-1886)

None Reported

Milton (1882-Date)

1 C41HN1B27.5

2 C1GN1B27.5

Mona (1883-1935)

1 C1GN1B27.5

17 Nov 1883

19 Nov 1887

2 May 1892

target 
cork

target

Mount Carmel (1887-1967)

None Reported

Olga (1882-1958)

1 C41G1N1R27.5

2 C1GN1B26
19 May 1883

? Jan 1888 1 Sep 1893

Osnabrock (1883-Date)

1 C1GN1B27

Ridgefield (1884-1894)

None Reported

Romfo (1882-1895)

None Reported

Soper (1888-1906)

None Reported

Stilwell (1889-1920)

None Reported

Vang (1887-1935)

1 C1GN1B27

Woodbridge (1887-1906)

None Reported

23 Nov 188?

14 May 1889

target

target

target

13 May 1890 target
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Dickey County
Code Earliest Latest Killer Notes

Boynton (1888-1892)

None Reported

Clement (1888-1944)
None Reported

Eaton (1883-1887)

1 C21HN1R27.5
2 C1GN1B26.5

19 Jun 1884
14 Sep 1885

8 Sep 1884 target 
target

Ellendale (1882-Date)

1 C1HN1B30.5 19 Dec 1882 1 Nov 1883 star-in-circle
2 C31HN1B31.5 10 Jan 1884 22 Jan 1884 cork
3 C1GN1B26.5 14 Jun 1884 5 Oct 1887 cork
4 C31HN1B33.5 30 Dec 1885 9 Jul 1886 cork
5 C1GN1B27 ? May 1888 cork

Emma (1883-1887)

1 C42H3N1BB'B32 20 Aug 1883 6 Apr 1884 target

Fullerton (1888-1989)

1 C1GN1B27.5 7 Feb 1889 7 Mar 1895 target

Glover (1887-1943)

1 C41E3N1B32.5 3 Mar 1888 star

Guelph (1887-1990)

1 C1GN1B27.5 7 May 188? target

Hillsdale (1887/1893)

None Reported

Hudson (1883-1886)

None Reported

Keystone (1882-1886)

1 C41GN1B27.5 12 Jul 1883 3 Mar 1884 target
2 C1GN1B26.5 8 Sep 1885 25 Sep 1885 target
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Dickey County
Code Earliest Latest Killer Notes

Lorraine (1884-1904)

1 MS 19 Jul 1887 pen

Ludden (1884-1986)

1 C31GN1B26.5 8 Jun 1887 2 Aug 1888 target/grid
2 C1GS1R31 22 Nov 1887 25 Jan 1888 fancy

Merricourt (1883-1990)

1 C1HN1R28 25 Dec 1883

Monango (1886-Date)

1 C1GN1B27 10 Dec 1888 24 May 1890 target

Oakes (1886-Date)

1 C22G'9N1BBR31.5 5 May 1887 11 Oct 1888 maltese cross
2 C1GN1B27 22 Jan 1889 17 Dec 1889 target

Silverleaf (1887-1938)

None Reported

Ticeville (1883-1888)

1 C1HN1R27.5 23 Jun 1884 19 Jan 1886 cork/grid

Ulness (1883-1887)

1 C21GN1B32 18 Jul 1885 21 Feb 1887 star

Westboro (1888-1900)

None Reported

Weston (1883-1887)

None Reported

Wright (1884-1901)

None Reported

Yorktown (1883-1905)

1 C31GN1B27 12 Sep 1886 cork/grid
2 C31HN1B26.5 26 Sep 1887 9 Jan 1888 target
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NEW PHILATELIC SOCIETY FORMED

A new philatelic societv - THE WRECK & CRASH MAIL SOCIETY - has been 
organized. The Society will be devoted to wreck, crash and disaster related postal history and to 
the study of all aspects of interrupted mail services. Membership in the Society is Ten Pounds 
Sterling or Fifteen Dollars U.S. 't hose interested should send their cheques/checks in either 
currency indicated, payable to THE WRECK & CRASH MAIL SOC1E1 Y. Mail payment to the 
Society's Secretary/Treasurer:

Norman Hoggarth
10 Lady Jane Park. Bradgate Road 
Newtown Linford. Leicester LE6 OHD 
ENGLAND

A year’s subscription to the Society’s quarterly journal. LA CATASTROPHE, is 
included in membership. The first edition of the journal is planned for the first quarter 1995. 
Articles on any aspect of interrupted mail service and reviews of books on the subject eagerly 
are solicited. Manuscripts should be sent to and advertising rate cards requested from the 
Society's Editor-In-Chief:

H. J. Berthelot
132 Livingston Pl. W. 
Metairie, LA 70005

ARIZONA - NEW
MEXICO POSTAL

HISTORY SOCIETY
Seeks New Members, Who Seek 
New Material, New Information 

and New Friends

North Dakota
Territory Postmarks

(Photocopies)

• Receive "The Roadrunner1' Quarterly 
Newsletter

• Trade Duplicates at Winter and Summer 
Meetings

For Publication of North Dakota Territorial
Postmarks

Short Term Plan: Serial Publication in LaPosta
Long Term Plan: Comprehensive Catalog

Contact: Thomas K. Todsen, 2000 Rose 
Lane, Las Cruces, NM 88005

or
Peter Rathwell, 4523 E. Mountain View 

Dr., Phoenix, AZ 85028

Send To:
Mike Ellingson
P.O. Box 402
Eagan, MN 55121

E-Mail contact:
mikeellingson@juno.com

mailto:mikeellingson@juno.com
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Wanted!
Do you have any designer-and-engraver 

autographed plate blocks?

I am looking for the following designer-and- 
engraver autographed plate blocks (or other selvedge 
multiples). Please send description and price!

C25-31 — Transport airs 
704-15— Bicentennials
716 — Lake Placid
717 — Arbor Day 
718-9 — Olympics
720 —3-c “Stuart”
724 — Penn
725 — Webster
726 — Oglethorpe
727 — Newburgh 
728-9 — Chicago
732 — NRA

733 — Byrd
736 — Maryland 
740-49 — Parks
772 — Connecticut
773 — San Diego
774 — Boulder Dam
775 — Michigan
776 — Texas
777 — Rhode Island 
785-94 — Army-Navy 
1041 (&B) — 8-c Liberty 
1084 — Devil’s Tower

James H. Patterson
P.O Box 3456 — Phoenix, Arizona 85030

Hot Off The Press:
North Carolina Post Offices & 
Postmasters, Colonial to UPS

The definitive work for postal historians and genealo­
gists. An illustrated listing of all North Carolina post of­
fices by county, with every known postmaster, date of 
office and illustration of all known markings prior to 
1900.

Arranged in four volumes:

Vol. I - Alamance through Durham (May 1997)
Vol. II - Edgecombe through Northampton (1998)
Vol. Ill - Orange through Yancey (1999)
Vol. IV - Cross Reference, Appendix, Bibliography & 

Addenda (1999)

Volume I is now available at $42.50 plus $3.50 ship­
ping

Cloth bound, gold stamped cover with 402 pages de­
tailing markings and history of 2316 post offices.

Order from:
Tony Crumbley, PO Box 219, Newell, NC 28126

Jim Johnson
POST OFFICE BOX 2178 

BURLINGTON, N.C. 27216 
PHONE/FAX 336-570-1533 
EMAIL: phiusa@netpath.net 

ASDA APS
©

SKiwn

POSTAL HISTORY USA
WANTED: COVERS & USED POSTCARDS (STAMPS INTACT)

•AM US Postil HistoryAJS Sumps • Worldwide Postil Stitiomry, SumplMt
•Forugn Covin: (No FDC1I, Covers, FPOs, APO*. TPOs, Piquebott.

DPO», RPO's, Ships, Auxiliary Mirta Censors, Topicils, Airmuls. Dues,
•Philitilic Utintun with Poital Hotory Commt PMriotka (Including Mint Civil W«r|

See Us At These Upcoming Shows:

WESTPEX, San Francisco 1-3 May 
COMPEX, Chicago 22-24 May 

NAPEX, Washington DC 5-7 June

mailto:phiusa@netpath.net
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For the postal historian...
The Full Library of Theron Weirenga Titles Is Now Available From Us.

Unavailable for a number of years, these im­
portant titles contain original data on American 
postal history. Here is your unique opportunity 
to acquire these vital reference titles. We own the 
entire remaining stock of them.

American State Papers. Post Office Depart­
ment: 1799-1833. Small atlas-sized volume; includes 
various listings of P.O.’s from 1799 to 1830. Has 
wide variety of reports & documents on the USPOD; 
wealth of early postal history. $85.00.

Postal Laws & Regulations of the U.S.A., 1832 
and 1843. These are two important handbooks from 
the stampless period, bound into one volume. Very 
difficult to obtain. $40.00.

The U.S. Postal Guide and Official Advertiser, 
1850 to 1852. Complete run in 2 vols; rare monthly 
periodical, few original copies exist outside Library 
of Congress. Along with postal information there 
are Executive Dept, notices, Appointments by the 
President, Consuls Recognized by the State Dept., 
Reports of Secretary of War, Navy, Postmaster Gen­
eral, new postmasters & locations. Treasury Dept., 
troop locations, assignnents, reports & more. Rare 
source for postal history student, genealogist and his­
torian. Only 37 sets left $100.00.

Pratt’s Post Office Directory: 1850. Very accu­
rate list of P.O.’s during the 1847 era; also contains 
foreign postage tables for the new British Postal Con­
vention of 1849. $35.00.

Postal Laws & Regulations of the U.S.A.: 1852. 
New handbook issued after the rate changes of 1851. 
Also contains newspaper clipping file about postal 
laws and foreign mail rates. $45.00.

Colton’s Post Office Directory.: 1856. Unique 
volume contains 25,000+ post offices with postmas­
ters’ names, showing revenue of each office. This is 
important source data to assist in judging the relative 
scarcity of townmarks from various states. $45.00.

List of Post Offices, Postal Laws & Regulations 
of U.S.A.: 1857. Wonderful handbook; contains list 
of P.O.’s and P.L.&R.’s. This volume was first pro­
duced after the French Postal Convention of 1857 & 
has up-to-date foreign postage tables including French 
mail rates. $40.00.

List of P.O.’s in the U.S.A.: 1862. List of post

Shipping & handling: $3 
first book, $1 for each 

additional book. VISA and 
Mastercard accepted.

Get our newest catalog! 
Only $5 refundable with 

purchase. Call, write, fax or 
e-mail us today! 

Refer to Dept. LP. 

offices specifies those under Confederate control. 
Also several important P.O.D.-issued pamphlets of 
1861,1863,1864 & 1865. $55.00.

Postal Laws & Regulations of the U.S.A.: 1866. 
First P.L.&R. after the Civil War and first since 1859. 
Much excellent information with updated foreign mail 
rates. $55.00.

U.S. Incoming Steamship Mail by Theron 
Weirenga, 1983. 242 pgs. Hardbound. Important 
directory of dates and times of all incoming foreign 
steamship mail in the 19th century. Vital postal his­
tory source. Illustrated. $45.00.

The Gold Rush Mail Agents To California, 1849- 
52 by Theron Weirenga. Detailing the vital commu­
nications to/from the California mining boomtowns. 
Illustrated. 288 pgs. $40.

Website: www.jameslee.com 
E-Mail: philately2@earthlink.net

MAINE NARROW GAUGE R.P.O. CANCELS WANTED
Bangor & Bucksport R.P.O. (10/9/1879-5/31/1883) 

Palermo & Wiscasset R.P.O. (1895-1896)
Albion & Wiscasset R.P.O. (1896-1902,1909-1933) 

Waterville & Wiscasset R.P.O. (1902-1909)
Harrison & Bridgton Junction R.P.O. (1900-1917) 

Carrabassett & Farmington R.P.O. (6/1/1900-8/31/1900) 
Farmington & Rangeley R.P.O. (1892-1903) 
Kingfield & Farmington R.P.O. (1903-1913) 
Phillips & Farmington R.P.O. (1913-1917)

BRUCE L. COREY 108 Marilyn Avenue Westbrook, ME 04092

WANTED: MAINE 4 BAR P.O. CANCELS IN COLOR
1900- to date including Doanes, Standard, 
Non- Standard and Provisional cancels.

BRUCE L. COREY
108 MARILYN AVE 
WESTBROOK, ME 04092

MOSQUITO, ME.
JAN.18’09 11A.M.

United States 
Postal History

Twentieth Century. Foreign destinations, 
airmail, unusual usages...Explore these and 
much more in my illustrated price lists. 
State your interests for a free copy.

Town Cancels. D.P.O.'s, machines, adver­
tising, R.P.O.'s, stampless and much more 
are featured in my state price lists. Which 
state may I send you?

P.O. Box 94822 
Las Vegas NV 89193 
(800) 594-3837— 
FAX (702) 369-9139

http://www.jameslee.com
mailto:philately2@earthlink.net
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Artt & Dot Everett
EVERETT PHILATELICS

U.S. & WORLDWIDE POSTAL 
HISTORY

Featuring Western U.S. including 
Territorials

Buying - Selling - Lists

Now At
P.O. Box 40010 

Pasadena, CA 91114

KIRK’S
STAMP CO.

Constant additions
Of postal history in 
Virtually all areas.
EXPO’S. express 
R P. O.’S. U.S. POSTAL CARDS.
Stationery, stamps & more...

we seek odd & unusual
Please offer!

KERR .AND ELSIE WOLFORD 
Owners (916) 675-2687A

SINCE 1975 SINCE 1970

L . . .................................  J

STAMPS. POSTCARDS 
& COVERS

Chuck & Jan McFarlane

□ War & Censored Covers
□ Thematic Covers
□ U.S. 20th Century Postal History
□ Worldwide Postal History
□ U.S. Postal Stationery
□ Worldwide Postal Stationery
□ Picture Postcards
□ USPS Publicity Photos

P. O. Box 2348
Midland, Michigan 48641-2348

PROFESSIONAL 
POSTMARK TRACING

I will execute to your specifications 
accurate tracings of plain or fancy 
postmarks and cancels. My work is current­
ly appearing in La Posta in both the 
Washington Territorial postmark series by 
Richard A. Long and the 19th Century 
Colorado postmark series by Richard 
Frajola.

If you’ve been thinking of a 
postmark catalog project, or any research 
which requires well-executed postmarks for 
illustrations, but do not have the time re­
quired to accomplish the tracings, drop me 
a line or give me a call with the particulars, 
and I will give you a quote.

Jane Dallison
P. O. Box 296. Lanalois. OR 97450

(541)348-2813
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DOUG DE ROEST MAIL BID SALE
482 MODELAIRE DRIVE, LA GRANDE, OREGON 97850 

FEATURING LYNN LANGDON STOCK, DOANES, DPO’s, RPO’s & Misc.
e-mail: deroest@oregontrail.net

CLOSING TUESDAY JUNE 16th 1998
PHOTOCOPIES FREE TO BIDDERS WITH SASE.
On PPC unless otherwise noted
CALIFORNIA

1 ADIN, 1889 readable DCDS on PSE, bit trim @ Ift. (Modoc 76-Op) Est $ 7.00
2 ALMA, 1913 Fine Duplex on brewery printed GPC (Santa Clara 73-52) Est $ 6.00
3 AL TAHOE, 1937 VG+ Ty C2 4-Bar (El Dorado 08-53) Est $ 6.00
4 ALTAVILLE, 1906 VG+ Ty 2/1 Doane (Calaveras 04/75) Est $ 5.00
5 ALTAVILLE, 1913 VG Ty B 4-Bar (Calaveras 04/75) Est $ 5 00
6 AMADEE, 1909 F Ty A1 4-Bar (Lassen 90-24) Est $ 10.00
7 ANGLES CAMP, 1880 FINE BLUE triple CDS on PSE rough @ rt (Calaveras 53-Op) Est

$15.00
8 ARBUCKLE, 1909 VG Ty A1 4-Bar (Colusa 76-Op) Est $3.00
9 BIEBER, 1887 G CDS/Target on PSE (Lassen 77-Op) Est $10.00

10 BIEBER, 1894 VG non-standard duplex as recd backstamp (Lassen 77-Op) Est $ 5.00
11 BOCA, 1907 VG Ty 3/5 DOANE on GPC (Nevada 72-45) Est $ 8.00
12 BOYES SPRINGS, 1912 VG+ Ty B 4-Bar, PPC of Boyes Hot Springs (Sonoma 11-38) Est

$5.00
13 BRENTWOOD, 1907 G+ Ty 2/7 DOANE (Contra Costa Co. 78-Op) Est $ 4.00
14 BRODERICK, 1906 G+ Ty 2/4 DOANE, soiled PPC (Yolo 93/Op) Est $ 5.00
15 BROOKDALE, 1909 VG Ty A2 4-Bar, lite tone PPC (Santa Cruz 02-44) Est $ 5.00
16 CAMP CALLAN, 1943 F Univ. Machine on free, RP view of service club interior, Est $ 10.
17 CAMP CURRY, 1915 VG Ty B 4-Bar, stamp removed (Mariposa 09-20) Est $ 4.00
18 CARMEL, 1907 VG Ty 2/1 Doane (Monterey 03-Op) Est $ 5.00
19 CARSON HILL, 1911 VG Ty A2 4-Bar as recd (Calaveras 09-35) Est $ 5.00
20 CASA VERDUGO, 1907 FINE Ty 3/1 DOANE (Los Angeles 06-13) Est $ 7.00
21 CHALLENGE. 1910 VG Ty 212 DOANE (Yuba 95/Op) Est $ 6.00
22 CHULA VISTA, 1908 G+ Ty 2/5 DOANE (San Diego 90-0p) Est $ 4.00
23 CLIPPER GAP, 1905 VG Ty 2/2 DOANE as recd (Placer 66-60) Est $ 4.00
24 COLMA, 1928 VG+ Ty C1 4-Bar (San Mateo 95-43) Est $ 4.00
25 CORNWALL, 1907 VG Ty 2/4 DOANE on very nice bi color ad cover 1/3 cachet, bear and

redwood (Contra Costa 90-11) Est $ 20.00
26 COVINA, 1906 VG+ Duplex, lite O’Strk, (Los Angles 87-Op) Est $ 3.00
27 DAVISVILLE / YOLO CO., 1884 Readable double oval opn CVR, rough @ Lft (Yolo 68/07)

Est $ 7.00
28 DEL MONTE, 1906 FINE Duplex (Monterey Co. 01-11) Est $ 10.00
29 DIAMOND SPRING, 1911 VG Ty 3/4 DOANE (El Dorado 53-50) Est $ 5.00
30 DOLGEVILLE, 1905 G+ Ty 2/1 DOANE as recd, O’Strk (Los Angeles 04-09) Est $ 12.00
31 DRYTOWN, 1910 VG+ Ty 2/3 DOANE (Amador 52-63) Est $ 8.00
32 DUTCH FLAT, 1888 VG non-standard CDS on PSE ( Placer 56-Op) Est $ 15.00
33 EAST SAN PEDRO, 1908 VG+ Ty 3/1 DOANE (Los Angeles 06-24) Est $ 8.00
34 ECHO MOUNTAIN, 1908 VG+ BLUE Ty 3/5 DOANE, part on stamp (Los Angeles 93-10

Est $ 7.00
35 FALL RIVER MILLS, 1907 VG Ty 2/4 DOANE, PPC diag. crease (Shasta 73-Op) Est $ 5.
36 FERN, 1909 VG+ Ty A1 4-Bar (Shasta 98-45) Est $ 7.00
37 FOREST RANCH, 1916 VG+ Ty A2 4-Bar (Butte 78-26) Est $ 5.00
38 FRUTO, 1908 VG Ty 2/2 DOANE, lite crease (Glenn 88-53) Est $ 5.00
39 GARDEN VALLEY, 1911 VG Ty 2/3 DOANE as recd (El Dorado 52/Op) Est $ 4.00
40 GEORGETOWN, 1882 G+ Magenta non-standard CDS-Target on CVR (El Dorado 51-Op)

Est $ 10.00
41 GRASS VALLEY , 1865 VG DCDS / sectioned cork killer ties #65 to CVR Est $ 15.00
42 GREENVILLE, 1910 FINE Ty 2/5 DOANE superb example (Plumas 67-Op) Est $ 6.00
43 GRIZZLY FLATS, 1908 VG+ Ty 2/3 DOANE (El Dorado 55-Op) Est $ 10.00
44 HAYDENHILL, 1910 F Ty A2 4-Bar (Lassen 06-12) Est $ 12.00
45 HEBER, 1907 VG Ty 2/1 DOANE as recd (Imperial 04-0p) Est $ 5.00
46 HERMOSA, LOS ANGELES CO. 1883 F triple CDS, CVR bit rough @ top, backflap gone

(82-84) E $ 30.00
47 HERMOSA BEACH, 1907 Fine Ty 2/1 DOANE (Los Angeles 03-69) Est 5.00
48 HOBART MILLS, 1910 VG tourqoise Ty A1 4-Bar (Nevada 00-38) Est $8.00
49 JENNY LIND, 1908 G Ty 212 DOANE (Calaveras 57-51) Est $ 5.00
50 KEYSTONE, 1905 FINE TY 2/2 DOANE socked on 2ct red on clean CVR , nice!

(Tolumne 05-13) Est $ 15.00
51 LA PARK, 1905 Fine Ty 2/1 DOANE as recd (Los Angeles 04-06) $25.00
52 LAKE CITY, 1883 Registered PSE with 1 ct & 10ct banknotes, no CDS but target

cancelled, nib @ Rt E $ 8.00
53 LATROBE, 1892 FINE blue non-standard CDS W/fine lined duplex killer, PSE

(El Dorado 64-21) Est $ 15.00
54 LITTLE LAKE, 1949 FINE Ty F 4-Bar, on real photo of P.O. (Inyo 09/83) Est $ 8.00
55 LIVE OAK, 1882 G+ CDS-Target on CVR (Sutter 74-Op) Est $ 8.00
56 LOS GATOS, 187? VG CDS ties 3ct Banknote to cover (Santa Clara 64/Op) Est $ 6.00
57 LOLETA, 1907 FINE Ty 3/4 DOANE (Humbolt 98-Op) Est $ 6.00
58 LOOKOUT 1891 G+ CDS-Target on PSE (Modoc 80-Op) Est $ 8.00
59 MARYSVILLE, 185? VG blue Balloon CDS + "10" on stamplesscover Est $ 50.00
60 MCKINNEY, 1907 VG+ Ty 2/2 DOANE (Placer 84-28) Est $ 8.00
61 MILFORD, 1880 VG large purple oval (Lass. 64/Op) CVR W/letter tells of Stage accident

killing driver $ 30.00
62 MINTURN, 1911 FINE Magenta Ty 2/2 DOANE (Madera 84-22) Est $ 12.00
63 MISSION SAN JOSE, 1901 VG+ CDS Cork ties 5ct Bureau CVR to Germany

(Alameda 50-60) Est $ 15.00
64 MOUNT LOWE, 1914 VG Ty A2 4-Bar (Los Angeles 10-37) Est $ 5.00
65 MOUNT WILSON, 1909 Fine Ty 3/3 DOANE (Los Angeles 04-65) Est $ 5.00
66 MURPHY, 1910 FINE Ty 217 DOANE (Calaveras 94-35) Est $ 5.00
67 NEVADA CITY, 1895 G CDS/Cork on CVR W/lllustrated CC Milo Lodge K of P, Est $ 6.00
68 NEWBURY PARK 1906 Fine Ty 2/2 DOANE (Ventura Co 75-72) Est $ 5.00
69 NORTH COLUMBIA, 1909 VG Ty 3/2 DOANE lite O’Strk (Nevada 60-31) Est $ 8.00
70 OCEAN BEACH, 1909 VG Ty A2 4-Bar (San Diego 09-28) Est $ 5.00
71 OLEANDER, 1909 FINE Ty A2 4-Bar (Fresno 81-35) Est $ 6.00
72 OLEUM, 1913 VG+ Ty B 4-Bar, PC view alligator pulling kid on wagon

(Contra Costa 10-51) Est $ 5.00
73 PINE KNOT, 1923 VG hand crank Columbia Machine cancel (12-38) Est $ 5.00
74 PLAYA DEL REY, 1907 G+ Ty 2/1 DOANE (Los Angeles 04-14) Est $ 5.00

75 PRADO, 1909 VG Ty A1 4-Bar part on stamp (Riverside 07-35) Est $ 6.00
76 PURDYS, 1909 FINE Ty 3/1 DOANE ( Sierra 89-11) Est $ 20.00
77 RIVERSIDE, 1887 G+ CDS/Cork on CVR. Hotel CC (71-Op) Est $ 8.00
78 SACRAMENTO, 185? Balloon CDS + 10 handstamp on Stampless cover, back wrinkles

Est $ 20.00
79 SACRAMENTO, 186? DCDS / Cork on PSE Est $ 12.00
80 SACRAMENTO CITY, 187? CDS on REWARD GPC, for STOLEN HARNESS Est $15.00
81 SAN FRANCISCO, 185? Balloon on U18 badly damaged @ Rt, affects cancel.

Ms "Panama” to Georgia $ 5.00
82 SAN FRANCISCO, 1862 FINE DCDS W COGWHEEL cancel squarely on #68 on cover

Est $ 50.00
83 SAN JOSE, 185? VG red Balloon tie imperf pair #11 to CVR Est $ 20.00
84 SAN LEANDRO, 196? VG Balloon cds on CVR W/#65 pen canceled Est $ 20.00
85 SAN MARTIN, 1908 FINE Ty 2/3 DOANE (Santa Clara 94/Op) Est $ 5.00
86 SANTA ANNA, 187? G+ CDS on CVR w/3ct banknote, rough @ Rt Est $ 5.00
87 SHASTA SPRINGS, 1909 G+ Ty A2 4-Bar (Siskiyou 92-35 ) Est $ 4.00
88 SHASTA SPRINGS, 1925 VG+ Ty C1 4-Bar (Siskiyou 92-35) Est $ 4.00
89 SMITHFLAT, 1911 VG Ty 3/2 DOANE (El Dorado 95-Op) Est $ 5.00
90 SONORA, VG 185? small DCDS on cover with imperf pair #11, stamps damaged Est $ 40.
91 STEGE, 1910 FINE Ty A2 4-Bar (Contra Costa 89-35) Est $ 6.00
92 STONEYFORD, 1907 VG Ty 1/2 DOANE (Colusa 91-Op) Est $ 6.00
93 STRAWBERRY VALLEY, 185? G+ RED CDS on U16 (Yuba 55-Op) Est $ 25.00
94 SUGAR PINE, 1923 G Ty B 4-Bar, on CVR,off @ top (Madera 07-34) Est $ 3.00
95 SULTANA, 1908 VG Ty 2/3 DOANE (Tulare OO-Op) Est $ 4.00
96 TAHOE, 1890 G++ DCDS/Star in Circle on CVR (Placer 96-49) Est $ 20.00
97 TAHOE, 1913 VG NON-STANDARD 5 Bar (Placer 96-49) Est $ 6.00
98 TAMALPAIS, 1910 FINE Ty 3/1 DOANE (Marin 06-29) Est $ 5.00
99 TRINIDAD, 1911 Vg Ty 2/3 DOANE (Humbolt 51-Op) Est $ 4.00
100 VENICE, 1906 VG Ty 2/1 DOANE O’Strk (Los Angeles 05-Op) Est $ 4.00
101 VERONA, 1909 VG+ Ty 2/2 DOANE as recd (Sutter 97-41) Est $ 6.00
102 WADDINGTON, 1927 FINE ty C1 4-Bar on CVR (Humbolt 91-40) Est $6.00
103 WEST SAN JOSE STA, 1908 Fine Duplex Est $ 8.00
104 WILLIAMS, 1929 Vg FLAG cancel on a clean cover, used 1927-1936 Est $ 3.00
105 WOODLEAF, 1913 VG+ Ty B 4-Bar (Yuba 98-45) Est $ 4.00
106 YANKEE HILL, 1909 VG+ Ty A1 4-Bar as recd (Butte 58-51) Est $ 4.00

WELLS FARGO EXPRESS FRANKED COVERS
107 SAN FRANCISCO, 1870 G Blue Wells Fargo Oval on Ty U21 PSE Est $20.00
108 QUINCY, 187? G+ Blue Wells Fargo Oval on Ty U25 PSE as forward over another indist.

blue oval $ 45.00
109 SAN FRANCISCO, 187? G+ Blue Wells Fargo Oval on Ty U25 PSE to Oregon Est $ 30.
110 SAN FRANCISCO, 187? partial Blue Oval on Ty U25 W/OVERALL YELLOW AD "J.

CERF & CO.” “CROCKERY, GLASSWARE, LAMPS.... etc” Wtells Fargo frank
Vertical @ Left Est $ 75.00

111 NEW ALMADEN, 1894 Fancy DCDS/Target on Columbian Wells Fargo franked entire.
Rough @ top $ 35.00

AD COVERS, MISC.
112 SAN FRANCISCO, 1866 Vg DCDS w/#65, on OVERALL AD cover in Red "BIGELOW &

BROTHERS INSURANCE’’ W/Large Eagle in center Est $ 50.00
113 SAN FRANCISCO, 1883 G+ CDS/Crossroads Cork on Overall Ad cover in Red of

EAGLE ON CROWN and BUILDING. Sideman, Lachman & Co, Cigars, 
Battery St. W/lllustrated letterhead inside. Est 85.00

114 (SAN FRANC ISC IO) 1872 Crossroads Cork on Ty U24 PSE W/OVERALL AD
"LITTLEFIELD,WEBB & CO" “COMMISSION MERCHANTS" enclosure 
w/prices Est $ 50.00

115 SAN FRANCISCO, 1886 VG Duplex on Ty U61 PSE, Red Ad “E GUITTARD
IMPORTERS” view of building, Blue/Black ad on Back of Medals won at 
varoius fairs, W/enclosure Est $ 50.00

116 TACOMA, WASH 1895 VG+ DUPLEX on cover w/various return marks and OFFICAL
SEAL sealing coverat left. 0X7 Unusual.. .Est $ 50.00

117 BOISE, IDAHO, 1922 VG Machine on GPC printed back from Oregon Short Line. Label
on front not tied of Early Auto about to be smacked by steam train and 
text “CROSS CROSSINGS CAREFULLY" Est $20.00

118 AUXILLARY, 1912 large purple handstamp "MORNING MAIL" to Lilly Co Seattle,
private mark Est $ 7.00

IDAHO
125 AMERICAN FALLS, 1908 VG+ Ty 3/5 DOANE Est $ 6.00
126 ANTELOPE, 1892 VG++ CDS/Target on PSE, bit trim @ Rt (Butte 82/02) Est $ 25.00
127 ARCO, 1907 G Ty 2/3 DOANE on PSE Est $ 5.00
128 ATHOL, 1910 FINE Ty 3/1 DOANE Est $ 5.00
129 BADGER, 1911 VG+ Ty 2/1 DOANE (fremont 04-13) Est $ 15.00
130 BASALT, 1914 VG bit lite Ty 3/1 DOANE (Bingham 05-Op) Est $ 5.00
131 BAY HORSE, 1895 G+ CDS/Cork on PSE (Custer 84/27) Est $ 25.00
132 BAY HORSE, 1905 VG+ Ty 2/1 DOANE on PSE (Custer 84/27) Est $ 25.00
133 BIG BAR, (RURAL STATION) 1966 FINE ty F 4-Bar, Philat. CVR (Adams 65-66) Est $ 20.
134 BLACK BEAR, 1912 Vg Ty A1 4-Bar (Shoshone 03-19) Est $ 20.00
135 BRIDGE, 1908 VG+ Ty 3/2 DOANE as recd (Cassia 79-71) Est $ 5.00
136 BUHL, 1909GTy3/1 DOANE (06-Op) Est $ 4.00
137 BURKE, 1907 FINE Duplex (Shoshone 87-66) Est $ 4.00
138 BURLEY, 1907 VG lite Ty 3/1 Doane (Cassia 05-Op) Est $ 4.00
139 CABINET, 1911 Vg Ty B 4-Bar on GPC (Bonner 04-54) Est $ 8.00
140 CALDWELL, 1891 G non-standard CDS-Target on CVR rough @ Rt., Salubria CDS recd

on back Est $ 6.00
141 CAREY, 1908 G Ty 2/3 DOANE (Blaine Co 84-Op) Est $ 4.00
142 CATALDO, 1906 FINE Ty 2J3 DOANE on PSE rough @ Rt. (Kootenai 93-Op) Est $ 6.00
143 CENTERVILLE, 1907 Readable Ty 2/3 DOANE on CVR (Boise 93-52) Est $ 5.00
144 CHESTERFIELD, 1908 VgTy2/1 DOANE (Caribou 85-56) Est $ 7.00
145 CHILLY, 1909 G+ Ty 2/1 DOANE (Custer 02-58) Est $ 7.00
146 CLEARWATER, 1908 VG Ty 2/2 DOANE (Idaho 72-84) Est $ 6.00
147 CLIFTON, 1909 VG Ty 2 DOANE on Reg Recpt card Est $ 5.00
148 COCK, 1918 VG ty B 4-Bar on facing slip ( Bannock 17-18) Est $ 40.00
149 COOK, 1912 Vg Ty A2 4-Bar as recd & O’Strk ( Blaine 02-12) Est $ 20.00
150 CORRAL, 1893 Vg CDS on Reg. Recpt card (Camas 81/66) Est $ 4.00
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IDAHO (Cont.)
151 COUNTY LINE 1912 G+ bright purple Ty A2 4-Bar (Elmore 10-13) Est $ 20.00
152 CRAWFORD, 1909 VG bright magentaTy 2/1 DOANE, part on stamp (90-15) Est $ 15.00
153 CUPRUM, 1946 VG Ty C2 4-Bar on Philat. CVR (Adams 97-65) Est $ 5.00
154 CZIZEK, 1940 VG Ty F 4-Bar on stamp, Philat. CVR (Idaho 40-42) Est $ 25.00
155 DE LAMAR, 1892 G CDS/Cork on PSE w/Silver City backstamp (1889-1942) Est $ 8.00
156 DEMPSEY, 1909 VG+ Ty 3/2 DOANE (Bannock 95-15) Est $ 15.00
157 DENVER, 1912 G+ Ty B 4-Bar on GPC (Idaho 92-14) Est $ 8.00
158 DEWEY, 1909 VG TY A1 4-Bar (Owyhee 96-11) Est $ 25.00
159 DOWNEY, 1907 Vg Ty 2/3 DOANE as recd (Bannock 94-Op) Est $ 4.00
160 DUDLEY, 1909 VG+ Ty 1/2 DOANE (Kootenai 95-57) Est $ 6.00
161 EATONS, 1916 Vg Ty B 4-Bar as recd (Washington 16-24) Est $ 15.00
162 ELO, 1908 VG bit lite Ty 2/1 DOANE on PSE (Valley 05-09) Est $ 25.00
163 FALK, 1911 G+ Ty A2 4-Bar (Payette 11-33) Est $ 12.00
164 FEATHERVILLE M.O.B., 1927 G+ DCDS miss used as sending on CVR (06-28) Est $ 9.
165 FERDINAND, 1908 VG Ty 3 DOANE (Idaho 98-Op) Est $ 5.00
166 FERN, 1909 VG Ty A1 4-Bar wee bit off @ top (Valley 02-13) Est $ 12.00
167 FE(RREL)L, 1908 readable Ty 2/2 DOANE (Benewah 02/21) Est $ 5.00
168 FISHHAVEN, 1912 VG Ty A1 4-Bar (Lake 67-62) Est $ 5.00
169 FRASER, 1908 VG Ty 3/2 DOANE (Clearwater 90-20) Est $ 15.00
170 GARDEN VALLEY, 1908 G+ Ty 2/2 DOANE on PSE. Placerville Doane as recd (Boise

75/Op) Est $ 6.00
171 GILBERT, 1012 VG+ Ty B 4-Bar (Clearwater 94/22) Est $ 15.00
172 GILMORE, 1912 Vg Ty 2/1 DOANE ( Lemhi 02-57) Est $ 7.00
173 GRANDVIEW, 1909 VG Ty 3/1 DOANE (Owyhee 88-Op) Est $ 5.00
174 GREER, 1910 Vg Ty A1 4-Bar (Clearwater 99-57) Est $4.00
175 HAILEY, 1890 Fine CDS on GPC, pre-printed Pacific Express Co Est $ 20.00
176 HAILEY, 190? G Ty 2/16 DOANE on stamp, PSE (Blaine Co. 81-Op) Est $ 4.00
177 HANSEN, 1909 G Ty 2/1 DOANE on GPC (Twin Falls 05-Op) Est $ 5.00
178 HARLEM, 1911 G+TyA1 4-Bar (Bonner 07-18) Est $ 18.00
179 HARPSTER, 1910 Vg Ty 3/2 DOANE (Idaho 95-51) Est $ 6.00
180 HARRISBURG, 1912 G+ CDS/Target (Idaho 03-20) Est $ 12.00
181 HEISE, 1918 Vg Ty B 4-Bar, Horz. crease, PC of Heise Hot Springs

(Jefferson 0044) Est $ 7.00
182 HERBERT, 1910 Vg Ty 3/1 DOANE (Madison 06-16) Est $ 22.00
183 HEYBURN, 1908 GTy 3/1 DOANE (Minidoka 05-Op) Est $ 5.00
184 HIGH (VAL)LEY, 1916 G+ Magenta Ty B 4-Bar, off @ top (Valley 11/17) Est $ 25.00
185 HOT SPRING, 1912 G+ Ty 2/1 DOANE (Owyhee 92-43) Est $ 10.00
186 ILO, 1909 G+ Ty 2/3 DOANE (Lewis 99/20) Est $ 8.00
187 ILO, 1920 G+ Duplex (Lewis 99/20) Est $ 8.00
188 INKOM, 1908 Fine Ty 2 DOANE on Reg Recpt card (Bannock 02-0p) Est $ 5.00
189 ISLAND, 1913 Vg Ty A1 4-Bar on CVR, rough @ Rt. ( Cassia 82-16) Est $ 22.00
190 JACKSON, 1908 G+ Ty 3/1 DOANE (Cassia 06-10) Est $ 20.00
191 JUNCTION, 1894 VG purple double circle on PSE (Lemhi 74-19) Est $ 20.00
192 KEUTERVILLE, 1910 G Ty 3/2 DOANE (Idaho 88-64) Est $ 6.00
193 KILGORE, VG Ty 2/2 DOANE (Clark 89-63) Est $ 6.00
194 KIMAMA, 1914 G Ty B 4-Bar on PSE (Lincoln 86/29) Est $ 12.00
195 KIPPEN, 1909 VG Ty A2 4-Bar (Lewis 96-09) Est $ 20.00
196 KUNA, 1910 fine Ty 3/1 DOANE (Ada 84/Op) Est $ 5.00
197 LANDING, 1911 VG Ty A2 4-Bar (Power 98-14) Est $ 22.00
198 LARDO, 1911 G+ Ty 2/3 DOANE on PSE with interesting letter inside.

(Valley 89-17) E $ 15.00
199 LARDO, 1911 FINE ty 2/13 DOANE on CVR back as recd Est $ 4.00
200 LAKEVIEW, 1910 Vg purple Ty 2/1 Doane ( Bonner 90-44) Est $ 8.00
201 LEWISVILLE, 1908 VG Ty 3 DOANE (Jefferson 86/Op) Est $ 6.00
202 LUCILE, 1910 Vg Ty 3/4 DOANE (Idaho 99-Op) Est $ 7.00
203 LYMAN, 1909 Vg Ty 2/2 DOANE (Madison 87/14) Est $ 22.00
204 MALAD CITY, 1908 FINE Ty 2/10 DOANE (Oneida 65-Op) Est $ 5.00
205 MARYSVILLE, 1906 G+ Ty 3/3 DOANE, off @ top (Fremont 91-43) Est $ 6.00
206 MEADOWS, 1908 Vg Ty 3/6 DOANE (Adams 83-66) Est $ 5.00
207 MIDDLETON, 1910 Vg Ty 3/3 DOANE (Canyon 66-Op) Est $ 5.00
208 MINIDOKA, 1914 fine Ty 2/10 DOANE (Minidoka 83-86) Est $ 6.00
209 MOORE, 1908 G+ Ty 2/1 DOANE (Butte 02-Op) Est $ 6.00
210 AD COVER, 1925 on cover back “MOUNTAIN HOME RODEO” ect. Front cancelled

Pocatello & Baker R..P.O. nice Est $ 15.00
211 NEW PLYMOUTH, 1907 Fine Ty 2/3 DOANE (Payette 96-Op) Est $ 5.00
212 NOTUS, 1908 VG+ Ty 2/2 DOANE (Canyon 86/Op) Est $ 5.00
213 ONEIDA, 190? G+ Ty A1 4-Bar (Bannock 78-12) Est $ 12.00
214 OREANA, 1908 VG+ Ty 2/2 DOANE (Owyhee 85-82) Est $ 8.00
215 PEARL, 1908 VG Ty 2/5 DOANE (Gem 95-29) Est $ 12.00
216 PECK, 1909 Vg Ty 1/3 DOANE, part O’Strk (Nez Perce 96-Op) est $ 5.00
217 PLACERVILLE, 1908 G+ Ty 2/5 DOANE, part on stamp (Boise 63-67) Est $ 6.00
218 POLLOCK, 1912 VG+ Ty 3/2 DOANE on GPC, Tharp as recd (Idaho 93-Op) Est $ 5.00
219 QUARTZBURG, 1913 Vg Ty 3/2 DOANE (Boise 94/40) Est $ 10.00
220 REYNOLDS, 1913 VG+ Ty 2/2 DOANE (Owyhee 84-40) Est $ 10.00
221 REYNOLDS, 1911 G+ Ty 2/2 DOANE (Owyhee 84-40) Est $ 8.00
222 ROCKCREEK, 1905 Fine Ty 2/3 DOANE as forward . Kimberly Doane as recd (Twin Falls

71/25) Est $20.00
223 SAINT JOE, 1906 Vg Ty 2 DOANE bit O’Strk (Benewah 90-45 ) Est $ 8.00
224 SOUTHWICK, 1908 G+ lite Ty 2/2 DOANE (Nez Perce 88-73) Est $ 6.00
225 SPENCER, 1906 Vg Ty 3/4 DOANE (Clark 97-85) Est $ 8.00
226 SPRINGSTON, 1910 VG stutter BLUE Ty 3/2 DOANE (Kootenai 01-55) Est $ 8.00
227 STANTON, 1909 FINE Ty 3/1 DOANE ( Blaine 84/14) Est $ 25.00
228 STARKEY, 1909 VG Ty 3/1 DOANE as recd EARLY (Adams 06-43) Est $ 15.00
229 SUGAR, 1908 VG Ty 3/7 DOANE bit O’inked (Madison 04-50) Est $ 6.00
230 SUNFIELD, 1909 VG Ty 3/1 on CVR, chunk gone Up Lft comer. (Lemhi 05-11) Est $ 10.00
231 SWEETWATER, 1909 G+ Ty A1 4-Bar (Nez Perce 03-55) Est $ 4.00
232 TAPLIN, 1908 Vg Ty 3/1 DOANE (Nez Perce 05-16) Est $ 25.00
233 TAPLIN. 1910 G Ty 3/1 Doane (Nez Perce 05-16) Est $ 15.00
234 THREE CREEK, 1911 Fine Ty 3/2 DOANE (Owyhee 87-51) Est $ 7.00
235 THUNDER, 1909 Vg MAGENTA Ty 2/1 DOANE, O’Strk (Valley 04-16) Est $ 22.00
236 TILDEN, 1910 VG+ Ty 3/1 DOANE (Bingham 94-10) Est $ 40.00
237 TWIN SPRINGS, 1908 VG BLUE Ty 3/1 DOANE on CVR, tom rough @ Lft (Boise 98-18)

Est $ 20.00

238 WEIPPE, 1911 VG Ty 2/2 DOANE (Clearwater 87-Op) Est $ 8.00
239 WESTLAKE, 1910 G+ Ty A1 4-Bar (Idaho 93/51) Est $ 5.00
240 WINONA, 1911 Fine Ty 3/1 DOANE (Idaho 06-45) Est $ 10.00

WASHINGTON
257 ALBION, 1909 Fine Ty 2/5 DOANE (Whitman 01-Op) Est $ 4.00
258 ALDERTON, 1916 VG Ty B 4-Bar (Pierce 78-64) Est $ 5.00
259 ALGONA, 1910 VG Ty A2 4-Bar (King 09-58) Est $ 5.00
260 ALPHA, 1910 Vg Ty A2 4-Bar (Lewis 90-60) Est $ 5.00
261 ALTOONA, 1913 Vg Ty B 4-Bar (Wahki 01-57) Est $ 5.00
262 AMBER, 1914 Vg Ty B 4-Bar (Spokane 09-75) Est $ 5.00
263 BIRDSVIEW, 1910 Fine Ty A2 4-Bar (Skagit 81-34) Est $ 8.00
264 BLUECREEK, 191? G+ Ty A2 4-Bar on cover (Stevens 00-73) Est $ 5.00
265 BORDEAUX, 1912 VG+ Ty B 4-Bar (Thurston 03-42) Est $ 7.00
266 BREAKERS, 1909 VG+ Ty 3/1 DOANE (Pacific 06-19) Est $ 7.00
267 BROOKFIELD, 1910 VG Ty 2/3 DOANE bit stutter & O’ink (Wahki 74-55) Est $ 5.00
268 BUCKEYE, 1913 Vg Ty A2 4-Bar (Spokane 03-34) Est $ 8.00
269 CARSON, 1906 VG bit lite Ty 3/4 DOANE (Skamania 94-Op) Est $ 4.00
270 CENTER, 1909 Fine Ty A1 4-Bar + HADLOCK, VG Ty 2/4 DOANE on Reg Recpt card

Est $ 4.00
271 CLAYTON, 1909 VG+ Ty 2/4 DOANE , PC w/chipped corner (Stevens 94-Op) Est $ 4.00
272 CLOVERLAND, 1910 VG Ty A2 4-Bar (Asotin 03-42) Est $ 8.00
273 COLBY, 1911 VG+ Ty 2/3 DOANE (Kitsap 84-56) Est $ 6.00
274 CORA, 1902 FINE CDS/Target on CVR (Alpha 90-54) Est $ 10.00
275 CORFU. 1911 VG+ Ty B 4-Bar (Grant 10-33) Est $ 8.00
276 COVELLO, 1909 G+ Ty 3/1 DOANE as recd (Columbia 83-18) Est $ 10.00
277 DAISY, 1911 VG+ Ty A1 4-Bar (Stevens 89-71) ESt $ 4.00
278 DEEP RIVER, 1910 VG+ Ty A2 4-BAR (Wahki 87-75) Est $ 4.00
279 DOLE, 1908 Fine Ty A1 4-Bar (Clark 98-21) Est $ 15.00
280 DRYAD, 1914 G++ Ty B 4-Bar on cover, lite water stain (Lewis 92-57) Est $ 5.00
281 DUNGENESS, 1910 G+ liteTy 3/5 DOANE (Clallam 92-38) Est $ 5.00
282 EAGLECLIFF, 1909 VG CDS ties 1ct green (Wahki 72/35) Est $ 8.00
283 EGLON, 1960 G+ Ty F 4-Bar (Kitsap 06-64) Est $ 4.00
284 FISHTRAP, 1912 VG Ty A1 4-Bar as recd, O’Strk (Lincoln 06-36) Est $ 6.00
285 FLORENCE, 1901 VG CDS/Target on cover, rim bit off (Snohomish 84-49) Est $ 6.00
286 FORT CASEY, 1907 VG CDS W/ bluestraight line "Missent and Forwarded

from Fort Casey, Wash”, on leather post card (Island 00-32) Est $ 6.00
287 FORT WARD, 1916 VG+ Ty A2 4-Bar (Kitsap 03-20) Est $ 20.00
288 FRUITLAND, 1909 VG Ty A2 4-Bar bit O’Strk by magenta Spokane General

Delivery handstamp Est $ 5.00
289 GREENACRES, 1910 Vg Ty 2/1 DOANE (Spokane 04-Op) Est $ 5.00
290 HAY, 1911 Vg Ty A2 4-Bar (Whitman 93-67) Est $ 4.00
291 HILLYARD, 1907 Vg Duplex (Spokane 94-10) Est $ 3.00
292 HOVER, 1916 Vg Ty B 4-Bar (Benton 05-49) Est $ 7.00
293 IRBY, 1962 Vg Ty F 4-Bar on philat. cover (Lincoln 04-62) Est $ 4.00
294 LADU, 1910 Vg Dbl Strk Ty 3/1 DOANE (Cowlitz 95-13) Est $ 7.00
295 LAUREL, 1909 Fine Ty 3/1 DOANE (Klickatat 05-72) Est $ 6.00
296 MALO, 1911 Vg Ty 2/1 DOANE as recd (Ferry 03-0p) Est $ 4.00
297 MAPLE VALLEY, 1920 Vg Ty B 4-Bar (King 85-24) Est $ 4.00
297aMARKHAM, 1916 G+ Ty A2 4-Bar, O’Strk (Grays Harbor 84-45) Est 7.00
299 MENDOTA, 1911 VG Ty A2 4-Bar (Lewis 09-23) Est $ 15.00
300 MORAN SCHOOL, 1927 VG++ Ty C1 4-Bar on PSE (Kitsap 26-32) Est $ 25.00
301 NAHCOTTA, 1906 Vg Ty 2/5 DOANE, part on stamp (Pacific 90-66) Est $ 5.00
302 NORTH COVE, 1919 Vg Ty B 4-Bar (Pacific 87-63) Est $ 4.00
303 OCEAN PARK, 1908 G+ Ty 3/1 DOANE (Pacific 06-Op) Est $ 5.00
304 OLALLA, 1909 G+ Ty 3/2 DOANE as transit (Washington 84-Op) Est $
305 ORCHARDS, 1910 G+ lite Ty 2/2 DOANE (Clark 95-55) Est $ 4.00
306 ORIN, 1913 VG Ty A2 4-Bar (Stevenson 02-44) Est $ 4.00
307 OSO, 1954 Fine Ty F 4-Bar on LD cover (Snohomish 90-54) Est 4.00
308 PEACH, 1922 G+ bit lite Ty B 4-Bar on cover (Lincoln 98-39) Est $ 8.00
309 PLAZA, 1913 Vg Ty A2 4-Bar (Spokane 88-74) Est $ 5.00
310 PORT TOWENSEND, 1885 FINE purple triple CDS as recd on CVR back.

Territorial Est $ 10.00
311 REDONDO, 1914 Vg MAGENTA Ty B 4-Bar (King 04-63) Est $ 5.00
312 RICHMOND BEACH, 1914 Vg Ty B 4-Bar, part on stamp (King 10-64) Est $ 5.00
313 ROCHESTER, 1912 Vg Ty 2/2 DOANE (Thurston 90-0p) Est $ 6.00
314 ROOSEVELT, 1908 VG bit lite Ty 3/1 DOANE (Klickatat 06-Op) Est $ 6.00
315 RUFF, 1954 Vg Ty F 4-Bar on LD cover (Grant 11-54) Est $ 4.00
316 SCENIC, 1907 VG Ty 3/2 DOANE.PC view of Scenic Springs Hotel (King 06-44) Est $ 10.
317 SILVERCREEK, 1911 G++ Ty 2/1 DOANE (Lewis 75-Op) Est $ 6.00
318 SPACE NEEDLE, 1962 Vg Machine on PC view of structure (62-62) Est $ 3.00
319 SPOKANE BRIDGE, 190? G++Ty A2 4-Bar (Spokane 67-58) Est $ 5.00
320 STEVENSON, 1907 G+ Ty 3/4 DOANE, O’Strk (Skamania 94-Op) Est $ 5.00
321 SUNSET, 1907 VG lite Ty 2/# DOANE as Recd (Whitman 89-56) Est $ 6.00
322 SUNSET, 1910 VG+ Ty A2 4-Bar (Whitman 89-55) Est $ 8.00
323 TROUTLAKE, 1915 G+ Ty A2 4-Bar (Klickatat 95-53) Est $ 6.00
324 TURNER, 1909 VG lite Ty 2/1 DOANE (Columbia 04-31) Est $ 8.00
325 VAN HORN, 1921 Vg but from worn Ty A2 4-Bar (Skagit 01-25) Est $ 12.00
326 VANCOUVER, 187? FINE CDS on CVR w/3ct banknote Est $ 20.00
327 WALLA WALLA WT, 186? G+ CDS-Sectioned Cork on PSE bit trim @ Rt Est $ 20.00
328 WALLA WALLA WASH, 1878 G+ CDS/Cork. open rough @ Rt into

3ct Banknote. Est $ 15.00
329 WHITE SALMON, 1908 Fine Ty 2/5 DOANE, stamp damaged (Klickatat 70-0p) Est $ 6.00
330 WICKERSHAM, 1910 Vg Ty 2/3 DOANE, part on stamp (Wiatcom 91-57) Est $ 6.00
331 YACOLT, 1908 Vg Ty 2/1 DOANE , (Clark 95-Op) Est $ 5.00

R.P.O.’s (TOWLE TYPES)
350 (BAKE)R CITY & AUS(TIN), 1911 Partial 89O.2-D-1, eastern Oregon

narrow gauge Est $ 10.00
351 BUTTE & SALT LAKE CITY, 1932 Vg 890-P-1, (TR30) part on stamp.On cover Est $ 8.00
352 CALEXICO&COLTON, 1928 VG 994.1-B-1 (TR45) part on stamp Est $ 8.00
353 CHAMP & MILW, 1910 VG (RPO weak) 648-K-3 (TR2) Est $ 6.00

Concluded on page 78

mailto:deroest@oregontrail.net
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LA POSTA
CLASSIFIED ADS

Only 5 cents per word sends your message to the largest & best 
informed group of postal historians in America

NUMBERof
Total tor Consacutlv* laiuot

61 2 3
WORDS l««u« lituet lituo Itiuot

1 25 1 25 2 18 3 12 5 94
26 30 1 50 2 62 3 75 7 14
31 35 1 75 3 04 4 35 8 28
35 40 2 00 3 48 4 98 9 <8
41 45 2 25 3 92 5 61 10 68
46 50 ................2 50 m 36 6 24 II 88
5 >55 2 75 4 78 6 84 13 02
56 60 3U0 5.22 7 47 14 22
61 65 ........ 3 25 5 66 8 10 15 42
66 70 3 50 6.10 8 73 16 62
71 75 .............. 3 75 6 52 9 33 17 76
76 80 . 4 OO 6 96 9 96 18 96
81 85 ... . 4 7 40 10 59 20 16
86 90 ................4 50 7 84 II 22 21 36
91 95.................. .......... 4 75 8 26 11 8? 22 50
96 100 ................500 8.70 12 45 23 70
101 110 ...... 5 50 9 58 13 71 26 10
til 120 ................6 00 10 44 14 94 28 44
121 130 ........... 6 50 11 32 16 20 30 84
131 140 ........... .............. 7 00 12 18 17 43 33 18
141150........... ...............7 50 13 06 18 69 35 58

5< Par WurdOvP 150 Word*

ANNOUNCEMENTS

✓ CHECKOUT our Website at 
http://www.collectors-mall.com/

DPO’s, RPO’s, ships, Doanes, ma­
chines, military and much more! My bi­
monthly Mail Bid Sales offer thousands of 
postal history lots to collectors and deal­
ers around the world. If you’re not on our 
mailing list, why not? Write or call for sam­
ple catalog. Also: sell your duplicates and 
excess material through my sales. Write 
or call for details. Jim Mehrer, 2405-30th 
Street, Rock Island, IL 61201. Phone: 
(309) 786-6539. E-mail: mehrer@re- 
vealed.net [29-4]

CARDS & COVERS: FOR 
SALE

CANAL ZONE postal history special­
ists. Send for our current price list filled 
with covers and postcards. Want lists 
forCZ cancels filled (We also have stamps 
and postal stationery!) Covers also 
bought. C & H Stamps, P. O. Box 855, 
Dewitt, NY 13214-0855. Email 
CZCD@aol.com. [29-6]

U.S.PACIFIC ISLANDS exclusively. 
Guam, American Samoa, Wake, Midway, 
US Trust Territory forerunners (German, 
Japanese & US Administrations only), 
misc. small islands. I do not carry Hawaii 
or Philippines. How can I help you? 
Howard Lee, Box 1705, Plains, PA 18705. 
[30-1]

TOWNS: WANTED
ALL STATES, plus RPO’s, classic 

ships, etc. Use my Mail Bid Sales to sell 
your duplicates and excess material. 
Write/call for consignment details. Jim Me­
hrer, 2405 - 30th Street, Rock Island, IL 
61201. Phone: (309) 786-6539. E-mail: 
mehrer @revealed.net [29-4]

CALIFORNIA - KERN & IMPERIAL 
County covers and cards. Especially inter­
ested in Bakersfield corner cards. Send 
description or photocopies and prices to 
John Williams, 887 Litchfield Ave., Sebas­
topol, CA 95472 [29-6]

D.C. (DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA) post­
al history. Washington Philatelic Society 
putting together a postal history of D.C. 
along with postmarks in various catego­
ries. as a preliminary we will publish a 
D.C. bibliography for which we solicit your 
input. In addition we would like to hear 
from collectors of D.C. postal history or 
postmarks. All letters will receive a re­
sponse and contributions towards the 
book will be acknowledged. S B. Stiss, 
436 N. Park Drive, Arlington, VA 22203. 
[30-1]

HAWAI'I, Copies of all postmarks be­
tween ca. 1840 and 21 August 1959 seri­
ously needed for postal history studies; in­
cluding service, ship, transit and other re­
lated markings. I will pay copying and 
post, and credit each contributor. Phil Kay, 
P. O. Box 920, Kaunakakai, HI 96748. 
[29-1]

DOODLETOWN, NY and FLAGG, NY 
covers, cards - stampless to 1980. Send 
on approval or photocopies. Will quickly re­
spond. Roger Brody, P.O. Box 722, West­
field. NJ 07091. [30-1]

LOUISIANA and other mid-Gulf Coast 
states. Stamped/stampless, etc. postal his­
tory (1790-1917). Individual items/entire 
correspondences. Ron Trosclair (APS), 
1713 Live Oak St., Metairie, LA 70005. 
PH: (504) 835-9611 [29-4]

CARDS & COVERS: FOR 
SALE

OUR MAIL SALES feature postal his­
tory from almost every state. Also ma­
chine cancels, military, etc. Free catalog. 
No buyer’s premium. We also welcome 
consignments. Juno Stamps, 1765A Juno 
Ave., St. Paul, MN 55116-1467. [29-4]

TOWNS: WANTED
ALASKA & YUKON postal history 

1867 to 1899 wanted. Also Alaska & Yu­
kon corner cards and advertising wanted 
pre-1959. Richard Reisinger, 2610 Hol­
gate St., Tacoma, WA 98402 (206) 272- 
7092. [28-6]ALASKA & YUKON & HAWAII 
postal history oldest to present wanted. 
APS life member. Steve Sims, 1769 Wick­
ersham Dr., Anchorage, AK 99507 (907) 
563-7281. [29-4]

EXPIRATION DATE 
SHOWN AT END OF EACH 
AD, i.e., [29-2], MEANS AD 
WILL EXPIRE WITH THIS 

ISSUE

AD DEADLINE FOR NEXT 
ISSUE:

MAY 10,1998

http://www.collectors-mall.com/
mailto:mehrer@re-vealed.net
mailto:CZCD@aol.com
revealed.net
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TOWNS: WANTED
MONTANA - CULVERTSON, April 13, 

1916 through April 30,1920. Also, other 
Montana postal history - try me for your 
common S/l 1 & 2s. Also documents, 
checks, correspondence, advertising, pam­
phlets, books, ephemera. Ken Hamlin, 
517 So. 5th Ave., Bozeman, MT 59715. 
[29-5]

NORTH DAKOTA: All postal history 
wanted, from territorial to modern. Send 
photocopies or on approval. Gary Ander­
son, 698 E. Hoyt Ave., St. Paul, MN 
55106 [29-3]

OREGON, PRE-1950 cancels of all 
types - operating - and DPOs, especially 
19th century. Washington Doane cancels 
and unusual cancels from any state. Send 
priced or on approval, or send photocop­
ies for my offer. Doug DeRoest, 482 
Modelaire Drive, La Grande, OR 97850 
[30-6]

PHILADELPHIA: 1850-1885 outgoing 
foreign-mail covers wanted for personal 
collection. Prompt reply and offer prom­
ised; no SASE necessary. Please send 
photocopies only. John Barwis, P.O. Box 
4704, Houston, TX 77210-4704. [29-5]

SOUTH DAKOTA postal history from 
territorial to modern wanted for my per­
sonal collection. Top prices paid. Ken 
Stach, 212 E. Woodglen Road, Spartan­
burg, SC 29301.(29-4]

WEST POINT, NEW YORK covers - 
stampless to WWII - wanted for personal 
collection. Send on approval or photocop­
ies. Prompt response promised. Richard 
Helbock, P. O. Box 135, Lake Oswego, 
OR 97034 [29-4]

DOANES: WANTED
DOANE CANCELS: Buy and trade 

Doane cancels of all states. Send photo­
copies or on approval. Gary Anderson, 
698 E. Hoyt Ave., St. Paul, MN 55106 [29- 
3]

ADVERTISING COVERS: 
WANTED

URGENTLY NEEDED: Pre-1900 Phila­
delphia, PA advertising covers illustrated 
with buildings and street scenes. Also any 
paper memorabilia or postal history from 
the Philadelphia Centennial of 1876. All 
correspondence answered. Member APS. 
Gus Spector ,750 S. Main Street, Suite 
203, Phoenixville, PA 19460. [29-3]

MISCELLANEOUS: 
WANTED

EXPRESS COMPANY LABELS pn or 
off cover. All types: "Forwarded By ...", 
C.O.D., Newspaper Stamps, "Return 
Goods By ...", "Money Package", Parcel 
Stamps, etc. (Railroad Registered Pack­
age labels too). Bill Samis, 436 Thomas 
Road, Ithaca, NY 14850. [29-3]

SEEKING AIR FORCE Base or flying 
field cancellations on cover, (no APOs), 
1947-1997. Jerome C. Jarnick, 108 Dun­
can Drive, Troy, Ml 48098-4613. [29-2]

AIRMAIL COVERS - Commercial 
Only; No First Flights or philatelic -United 
States to destinations in Europe, Africa, 
Asia and Oceania dating from before 
1938. Also C1-C6 on commercial covers 
to foreign or domestic addresses. Send 
priced on approval or photocopies, or re­
quest my offer. Richard Helbock, P.O. 
Box 135, Lake Oswego, OR 97034 [29-6]

ABN ISSUES (large/small ordinary 
postage) on cover from Southern States. 
Ron Trosclair (APS), 1713 Live Oak St., 
Metairie, LA 70005-1069. PH: (504) 835- 
9611 [29-4]

DOUG DE ROEST MAIL BID SALE
(Continued from page 76)

RPOs(Continued)
354 COBRE & ELY, 1935 VG 977.1-A-1 (TR3) on Cover w/letter. Est $ 20.00
355 DENVER & STEAMBOAT SPRINGS. 1911 G+ part on stamp 962.2-D-1 (EAST) Est 18.00
356 (EVERGREEN & W)EISER, 1910 just readable 896.15-A-1 (TR2) spacefiller Est $ 5.00
357 HERINGTON & LIBERAL, 1901 G+ 922-AL-1 (TR24) on cover rough @ Rt w/letter Est $ 
15.00
358 HORICON & PORT, 1887 G+ lite 840-G-1 on PSE Est $7.00
359 JACKSON LAU & MOB, 1934 G+ 427-C-2 (TR2) on Air cover Est $ 7.00
360 KETCHUM & SHOSHONE, 1928 VG 896.8-A-1 (SOUTH) on PSE part on stamp Est $ 
15.00
361 LINC & MANHATTAN, 1908 G+ 944-C-1 (SOUTH) Est $ 8.00
362 GREELEY & DENVER, 1907 G+ 951-L-6 (TR24) as transit, Est $ 7.00
363 McCALL & NAMPA, 1928 G+ 896.9-A-1 (SOUTH) on cover w/2ct black Harding .scarce 
Est $30.00
364 NEW MEADOWS & WEISER, 1931 G+ 904.4-E-1 (TR2) on cover, part on stamp Est $ 
25.00
365 MINIDOKA & BUHL, 1931 G+ 896.10-B-1 (TR34) on PSE Est $ 12.00
366 MILES CITY & SPOKANE WD, 1931 Vg 892-L-2 (TR5) on PSE; part on stamp. Front is 
clean but back has

tire track Est $ 7.00
367 NY & CHI RPO MD / 20th CEN LTD, 1931 VG 115-AJ-3 (TR25) on Air cover Est $ 12.00
368 ONTARIO & BURNS, 1928 Vg 896.11-A-1 (T370) part on stamp,on PSE, Est $ 8.00
369 POCATELLO & BAKER, 1930 G++ 898-L-1 (Tr24) on PSE Est $ 8.00
370 POCATELLO & BUHL. 1928 G+ 896.10-C-1 (TR84) on PSE Est $ 15.00
371 SALINA & OAKLEY, 1926 G+ 925-C-3 TR86) on cover w /neat railway crossing warning 
lable on back

but not tied Est $ 6.00
372 ST P & SPOK 3rd DIV, 1908 Fine 874-AS-2 (TR3) Est $ 6.00
373 WILLIAMS & LOS ANG, 1907 G+ 964-Q-1 (TR2), part on stamp (Arizona Terr.) Est $ 6.00
374 BOISE & NAMPA, 1899 G+ 898-E-1 (TR33) as transit on cover back Est $ 5.00
375 LEWISTON & RIPARIA. 1928 G+ 904.3-C-4 on cover Est $ 4.00
376 ABERDEEN SD & BAKER MONT HPO, 1955 on first trip cover Est $ 4.00

STANDARD RULES APPLY. MINIMUM BID $3.00 PLEASE
Phone bids accepted: (541) 963-6350, If no answer, keep trying.(call 
waiting) 5 minute rule

CLOSING DATE; TUESDAY JUNE 16th, 1998
7:00 PM PACIFIC TIME

FOREIGN: FOR SALE
DANISH "WILD WILD WEST" INDIES 

stamps, covers, postal stationery, etc. 
Long-time student/collector/exhibitor. Ron 
Trosclair (APS), 1713 Live Oak St, 
Metairie, LA 70005-1069. PH: (504) 835- 
9611. [29-4]

Let a La Posta Classified 
ad send your message to 
over 1,200 of North Amer­
ica’s most energetic and in­
terested postal history enthu- 
siasts.As simple as 1, 2, 3!!!

1) Write down your ad on
a slip of paper;

2) Count words excluding 
ZIP code and check the rate 
card on page 77 to find the 
cost & number of insertions, 
and

3) send your ad along with 
a check to La Posta, P.O. 
Box 135, Lake Oswego, 
97034 and we'll do the rest.
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An important bookmark for 
Worldwide Philatelic Literature and

United States Postal History:

www.philbansner.com
Phil Bansner
P.O. Box 2529
2320 Highland Street
West Lawn, PA 19609
(610) 678-5000
Fax (610) 678-5400 
e-mail: pbansner@epix.net

http://www.philbansner.com
mailto:pbansner@epix.net
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ADVERTISING IN LA POSTA

La Posta Publishes two types of Ads: Display & Auction/Net Price. Details for placing each are as follows: 
DISPLAY ADS - May be run on a contract basis for one, three or six insertions. Ad contents may be 

changed at any time, provided proper notice is given. Contract rates for ads of varying sizes are as follows:

These charges include Type setting & Layout

Ad Size One Issue Three Issues Six Issues
1/8-page $13.00 $29.90 $54.60
1/4-page $30.00 $69.00 $126.00
1/2-page $55.00 $126.50 $231.00
1-page $100.00 $230.00 $420.00

AUCTION/NET PRICE ADS: The charge for placing a 1/2-page ad is $45.00; 1-page $90.00; 2-pagcs 
$170.00

These prices are for prepaid camera ready copy. Add $15 typing chaige is for 1/2-page auctions, $$35 for 
1-page auctions; and auctions over 1-page must be camera ready or provided on computer disc.

Ad Deadlines are as follows: Dec/Jan issue - Nov 20; Feb/Mar issue - Jan 20; Apr/May issue - Mar 20; 
Jun/Jul issue - May 20; Aug/Sep issue - July 20; Oct/Nov issue - Sep 20.

For Additional Details Call or Write: La Posta Publications, P.O. Box 135, Lake Oswego, OR 97034

INDEX OF ADVERTISERS
AUCTIONS
RANDY STEHLE - 7
DOUG DE ROEST - 75-76

DISPLAY ADS
ARIZONA-NEW MEXICO P. H. SOC. -71 
AUSDENMORE-McFARLANE - 74
AUSTIN STAMP & COIN - 47
PHIL BANSNER - 79
BRUCE COREY - 73
TONY CRUMBLEY - 72
JANE DALLISON -74
H.J.W. DAUGHERTY - 35
MIKE ELLINGSON - 71
EVERETT PHILATELICS - 74

DISPLAY ADS

JIM FORTE - 73
KIRK’S - 74
JIM LEE - 73
JIM MILLER - 47
JAMES H. PATTERSON - 72
DAVID G. PHILLIPS CO. - 47
POSTAL HISTORY INTERNATIONAL - 72
SCHMITT INVESTORS LTD. - 47
STEVE SIMS - 32
WEBSTER STICKNEY - 32
DON TOCHER-47
JOHN WHITE - 35
WRECK & CRASH MAIL SOCIETY - 71



La Posta Publications is Pleased to Announce

UNITED STATES POST OFFICES
A complete listing of all post offices ever to have operated in the U.S. organized in eight 
compact regional volumes. Post offices are arranged in alphabetical order within each 

volume. In addition to post office names, each entry includes location by county and 
state, dates of operation and a Scarcity Index (S/I) number which, when combined with 
appropriate Demand Factor (D/F) will yield an approximate Market Value (MA7) for 

the most common postmarks from each office.

Volume I - The West includes the 11 co-terminous western states plus Alaska and 
Hawaii. Scheduled for publication June 1998.

Volume II - The Great Plains includes Noth Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas, 
Oklahoma and Texas. Scheduled for publication August 1998.

Only La Posta subscribers are invited to purchase the first two volumes of this 
important new reference through this exclusive limited prepublication offer. Each 

volume will eventually retail for $27.50 plus postage, but if you order using this form 
prior to June 1,1998, you may purchase either volume at the prepublication price of 
$25 postpaid, or both of the first two volumes for the prepublicationpackage price of 

$47.50 postpaid. This offer is limited to just two copies of each book. 
Please act quickly, this offer becomes void after June 1,1998.

BULK RATE
US POSTAGE 

PAID
Tarpon Springs, Fia

Permit No 37
Zip Code 34689

La Posta Publications
P.O. Box 135
Lake Oswego, OR 97034

Address Correction Requested


