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PUBLISHER’S PAGE
One Small Step...

Some recent callers to La Posta's business 
office have been shocked to leam that we are now 
using a TAD/FAX machine to answer calls when I 
am out of the office. Yes, dear friends and readers, 
you can now leave electronic messages and fax us 
copy even when there is no person present to greet 
you on the telephone. Frankly, I have resisted invest
ing in such a device, but recently Dick Long — who 
is much older and wiser — convinced me that a 
machine answering the phone was better for the 
caller than no one home.

This problem of "no one home at La Posta" 
has been a long running source of concern, as many 
of you know. Personally, I have a strong aversion 
to telephone answering machines, and will typically 
avoid them whenever possible. This is why I have 
hesitated to use one in answering calls when I am out 
of the office, but, given the fact that I am often away 
from my desk and there is no one else to take calls, 
the TAD will at least allow callers to leave me a 
message. I hope this works better for all of us.

The FAX machine is another matter. I have 
received only two faxes in the three weeks the ma
chine has been in operation: one from the copy who 
manufactured it as a test and one from my son 
Richard. The instructions required to send La Posta 
a fax are: 1) dial our regular business number (503) 
657-5685; 2) enter "* 5 1" on your touch tone phone 
and then press "start" on your fax machine. This all 
sounds a bit magical to me, but sometimes it takes 
me a while to catch up with new technological 
changes.

La Posta’s business office will be 
closed throughout the month of November

By the way, La Posta's business office will be 
closed throughout the month of November while 
Cathy and I conduct an exploration of the beaches 
and coral reefs of the Andaman Sea islands along the 
Malaysia-Thailand border. I expect to be back at my 
desk on December 1st, and apologize for any incon
venience my absence might occasion. Proceeds due 
consignors for lots sold in Subscribers’ Auction 
Number 49, which closes October 19th, will be 
mailed promptly upon my return.

We are pleased to welcome four new authors 
to our pages this time. Thomas K. Moore introduces 
us to a young Ohio volunteer who joined the militia 
to fight in the Mexican War. Robert Zanoni pro
vides us some background on Smithville, New Jer
sey, a small industrial community which has been 
preserved as an historic settlement. Bernie Mayer 
presents us with an introduction to the postal history 
of Garfield County, Oklahoma, and joins with me to 
initiate a catalog of territorial postmarks used at the 
offices in this county. Charles Deer gives us some 
insight into the Marks Brothers of Roseburg(h), 
Oregon, whose business correspondence has be
come one of the most important sources of covers 
from Oregon and northern California. To each of 
these gentlemen we offer our sincere thanks for their 
contribution to our knowledge of postal history. I 
know you, our readers, will enjoy their efforts, and 
hope they will consider revisiting our pages again in 
the near future. It always gives me a particular 
pleasure to publish the work of a new author for I 
believe our hobby benefits most when new voices 
join the chorus.

In addition, we are delighted to welcome back 
some our stalwarts this time including Hank Ber
thelot, and his latest installment in the popular series 
on railroad mail interruptions; Randy Stehle and 
Doug DeRoest, who continue their exploration of 
twentieth century non-standard postmarks; Gus 
Spector, who gives us a peak at a postal history 
archaeological "dig"; Tom Clarke, who examines 
some of the 1880-era non-standard postmarking de
vices; and Dick Long, who continues his highly 
acclaimed study of Washington Territory post
marks. Quite a package, eh?

New Publications Forthcoming
The biggest news in this area is our an

nouncement of Bob Stets’ forthcoming Postmasters 
& Postoffices of the United States, 1782 -1811. Bob 
is an outstanding research who dots all his "i’s" and 
crosses all his "t’s", and this latest effort will no 
doubt become the fundamental reference for post
masters and post offices in the early United States. I 
am personally delighted that Bob chose La Posta 
Publications to publish this book, and I urge all our 
readers to consider taking advantage of the pre-pub- 
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lication offer described on the flyer accompanying 
this issue of the journal.

The La Posta Pocket Guide Series has been 
expanded by the addition of three new state check
lists. North Dakota, South Dakota and Indian Terri
tory are all at the printers and will be ready for 
delivery sometime in December. Format follows that 
established in the original 12 volumes with pages 
measuring 3 3/4x7 1/4 inches bound in stiff card 
cover. Checklists list each independent post office, 
along with county, year dates of operation, and a 
Scarcity Index number relating postmarks to current 
market value. Each of the three new checklists is 
priced at $6.00, but LaPosta readers who wish order 
all three may do so for just $15.00 postpaid provided 
such orders are placed prior to December 31, 1994.

La Posta Monograph Number 11 is also 
currently in production. Robert Schultz and Ward 
Parker are the authors and their work is titled Mili
tary Mail and Civil War Patriotic Covers Used in 
Missouri This is a lavishly illustrated study of postal 

history associated with the Civil War in "the 
West", and will undoubtedly be a highly popular 
addition to our growing line of distinguished mono
graphs. Look for publication early in 1995.

Somewhat further down the line, we will be 
publishing Harold Richow’s revised and expanded 
Encyclopedia of R.F.D. Cancels (see Postal His
tory Notes); I hope to bring Postmarks of Territorial 
Alaska, 4th Edition, to life in the Spring; and have 
promised a revised edition of Postmarks on Post
cards. There may well be other projects.

That’s about it for this issue. I hope everyone 
has a delightful autumn with wonderful discoveries 
and insights in their favorite postal history specialty. 
Meanwhile, for me and my gal, it’s off to the beach. 
I’ll be back at this same old stand in December...

Richard W. Helbock
Publisher

Postal History Notes

Last Call for RFD Markings

Harold Richow announces that he is getting very 
close to completing his revision of the first edition 
(plus two published supplements) of the Encyclope

dia of R.F.D. Cancels. Published in 1983, Harold’s 
book has long been out of print, and many postal 
historians have been eagerly awaiting this second 
edition.

Harold would like to hear from anyone who can 
add to the listings as presented in the 1983 volume. 
Please write him direct at 31552-58 Railroad Canyon 
Drive, Canyon Lake, CA 92587.

State Doane Coordinator Changes

Several changes have occurred to our roster of 
State Doane Coordinators since the publication of 
United States Doanes in 1993. Here are four of 
them.

MINNESOTA - please change Roy Spiller’s ad
dress to 5536 Penn Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 
55419, and add Gary Anderson as co-coordinator 
for Minnesota. Gary’s address is 698 E. Hoyt, St. 
Paul, MN 55106.

NEW YORK - replace Jack Haefeli with Maris 
Tirums as state coordinator. We currently have no 
address for Maris Tirums but will undoubtedly have 
one in the near future. Meanwhile, New York Doane 
information may be sent to Douglas Penwell, Box 
3525, Glendale, AZ 85311. Doug will forward all 
information onward.

OKLAHOMA/INDIAN TERRITORY - The 
death of Hal Smith left us without a coordinator for 
these territories, but Joe Crosby, 5009 Bamsteeple 
Court, Oklahoma City, OK 73142-5405 has kindly 
agreed to assume the mantle.

SOUTH DAKOTA - Please replace Dennis 
Goreham as South Dakota Coordinator with Ken 
Stach, 3208 Amber Drive, Wilmington, NC 28409.

The DEPER Project

Bob Summerell, P.O. Box 39597, Downey, CA 
90239 reports that he is close to publishing a first- 
cut, partial, highly preliminary listing of Depression 
Era (formerly termed Type E) 4-bars. Bob would 
love to hear from anyone with knowledge of these 
1930-33 beauties.
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RANDY STEHLE MAIL BID SALE NO. 56
16 Iris Court, San Mateo, CA 94401

CALIFORNIA
001 ALCATRAZ, 1912 G 4-BAR REC’D & O/S ON PPC W/ TEAR. EST. $5
002 ASILOMAR, 1930 VG 4-BAR ON PPC. (14-35). EST. $5.
003 BELLA VISTA, 1912 G 4-BAR ON PPC. (93/37). EST. $5
004 BODIE, 1911 G DPLX ON PPC (77-42). EST. $6
005 BOOTJACK, 1909 SPOTTY CDS ON PPC. (03-12). EST. $8
006 CAPISTRANO BEACH, 1928 F 4-BAR ON PPC (25-31 PER). E $5.
007 CORNWALL, 1909 F 4-BAR ON PPC. (90-11). EST. $15.00
008 EVERGREEN, 1908 VG 4-BAR ON PPC. (70-35). EST. $6.
009 HAWKINSVILLE, 1909 G CDS ON PPC (88/13). EST. $12.
010 HERNANDEZ, 1917 F 4-BAR ON PPC (92-36). EST. $10
011 HUNTERS VALLEY, 1911 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (07-23). EST. $12.
012 LONGVILLE, 1909 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (61-18). EST $8.
013 MOHAWK, 1912 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (81-26) EST. $10.
014 MILLWOOD, 1908 VG DPLX O/S ON PPC (94-09). EST. $15.
015 NAPA JUNCTION, 1911 F 4-BAR ON PPC (73/33). EST. $8.
016 NORMAN, 1911 VG 4-BAR ON CREASED PPC (79-14). EST. $15.
017 OZENA, 1906 VG CDS ON PPC (90-21). EST. $12.
018 PARAISO SPRINGS, 1935 F 4-BAR ON PPC (77/39). EST. $6.
019 PAYNES CREEK, 1911 F MS ON PPC (90-73). EST. $12.
020 POZO, 1910 F 4-BAR ON PPC (78-42) EST. $8
021 PRESIDIO OF MONTEREY, 1917 G+4-BAR ON CVR (15-19). E $15
022 ROSEDALE, 1899 VG CDS ON TONED GPC (91-13). EST. $15
023 SHELDON, 1910 F 4-BAR ON PPC (60/13). EST $15.
024 TASSAJARA, 1912 F 4-BAR ON PPC (96-22). EST. $10.
025 TILDEN, 1912 F LIGHT 4-BAR ON PPC (10-14). EST. $20
026 TRUBODY, 1900 VG CDS AS BACKSTAMP ON CVR (96-06). E. $20.
027 UNION, 1908 VG CDS ON PPC (00-24). EST. $10.
028 VICHY SPRINGS, 1910 VG DOANE ON PPC (93/36) EST. $8
029 WADDINGTON, 1909 F DOANE ON PPC (91-40). EST. $8
030 WALDO, 1912 F 4-BAR ON PPC (98-15). EST. $15
031 W4EATVILLE, 1894 G+ CDS ON PSE (91-20). EST. $8.

FLORIDA
032 BERMONT, 1912 F 4-BAR ON PPC (08-28). EST. $8
033 BUENA VISTA, 1906 G+ DOANE ON PPC (92-21). EST $6
034 CONWAY, 1907 VG DOANE REC’D ON PPC (84-07) EST $8
035 CRAWFORD, 1910 F 4-BAR ON PPC (83/19). EST $8
036 FOREST CITY, 1889 G+ CDS ON CVR (84-14) EST $8.
037 HARNEY, 1909 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (94-12). EST. $12.
038 OWANITA, 1906 VG DOANE ON PPC (04-30). EST. $7.
039 RIVERDALE, 1915 G+ 4-BAR ON PPC (09-33) EST. $5
040 SEWALLS POINT, 1914 G 4-BAR ON PPC (91-18). EST. $6
041 STEMPER, ca1910 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (93-13). EST. $8
042 SULPHUR SPRINGS RUR STA, 1923 G+ 4-BAR ON PPC EST $10

OREGON
043 BEAGLE, 1938 F 4-BAR ON PPC (85-41). EST. $8
044 BOURNE, 1907 F CDS ON PPC W/O STAMP (95/27). EST. $8
045 DIXONVILLE, 1910 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (01/38). EST. $8
046 (E)ARLY, 1911 VG PARTIAL CDS ON PPC (02-19). EST. $15.
047 GWENDOLEN, 1912 G+ 4-BAR ON PPC (06-41). EST $5.
048 LAMONTA, 1909 VG CDS ON CREASED PPC (98-18). EST $4
049 NEW ERA, 1911 F 4-BAR ON PPC (76/40). EST $8
050 PALMER JUNCTION, 1910 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (09-37) EST $8
051 PERRY, 1909 F 4-BAR ON PPC (90-31). EST. $8
052 PLACER, 1913 G+ 4-BAR ON PPC (94-24) EST $8
053 ROBERTS, 1910 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (10-40). EST. $8
054 RO(W)E, 1916 F PARTIAL 4-BAR ON PPC (09-17) EST. $6
055 RUCKLES, 1910 VG LIGHT DOANE ON PPC (98-34) EST. $5.
056 SAMS VALLEY, 1912 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (73/35) EST $6
057 SOUTH FOREST GROVE, 1908 F DOANE ON PPC (06-14) EST $8
058 WOODS, 1910 VG DOANE ON PPC (86-35) EST. $8
059 YOUNGS, 1910 F DOANE ON PPC (06-13). EST $8

SOUTH DAKOTA
060 CRANDON, 1908 VG 4-BAR REC’D ON PPC W/ SM TEAR (81-35) E 5 
061 DUNNEBECKE, 1911 G 4-BAR ON PPC (09-14). EST $10
062 EFFINGTON, 1913 F 4-BAR ON PPC W/O STAMP (92-16) EST. $5
063 HANSON, 1909 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (96-11). EST. $10
064 LE BEAU, 1909 F 4-BAR ON PPC (82-25). EST. $8
065 ROTHFORD, 1911 G 4-BAR OFF @ TOP ON CVR W/SM STAIN(11-14) 12
066 SWEENEY, 1908 F 4-BAR ON PPC (04-27). EST. $6

WASHINGTON
067 BUNKER, 1919 VG 4-BAR ON PPC W/ SKINNED SPOT (13-21). E $8
068 CHAUTAUQUA, 1907 F DOANE ON PPC (88-12) EST $6
069 FORT CASEY, 1905 F CDS ON PPC (00-32). EST. $6
070 FT. LAWTON STA., 1908 VG DPLXON PPC (05-09). EST. $12.
071 FORT SIMCOE, 1910 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (70-22). EST $12
072 FULDA, 1912 VG 4-BAR REC’D & O/S ON PPC W/ SM TEAR (77-12) 5
073 KEYSTONE, 1911 VG 4-BAR ON PPC (01-26). EST. $8
074 MACHIAS, 1912 VG CDS ON PPC (92-43). EST $6
075 MONTBORNE, 1915 G+ MISSPELLED 4-BAR ON PPC (91/43). E $8.
076 PAHA, 1910 F 4-BAR REC’D ON CREASED PPC (86-43). EST $5
077 PIEDMONT, 1914 F 4-BAR ON PPC (94-35). EST $8
078 TAYLOR, 1910 F 4-BAR ON PPC (09-49). EST $8.

RAILWAY POST OFFICES (Towle types)
079 ALBQ & WILLIAMS, 1908 VG (964-K-1) ON PPC. EST $12.
080 AMESBURY & BOS, 1898 VG (4-X-1) ON COVER. EST. $8
081 ASHV & COLUMBIA, 1923 VG (339-0-2) ON PPC. EST $5.
082 ASHEV & MURPHY, 1901 VG (334-D-1) ON COVER. EST. $8
083 (ATLAJNTA, MAC & MONTG, 1910 PARTIAL (360-Q-2) ON PPC E 6
084 AUBURN & ITHACA, 1924 G+ (132-C-2) ON PPC EST $6

085 B HARBOR & LOU, 1909 F (669-N-2) ON PPC EST. $8.
086 B HAR & LOUIS, 1921 F (669-P-1) ON PPC. EST. $5.
087 B. CITY & JACK, 1909 F (617-J-2) ON PPC. EST. $8
088 B'HAM & MEMPHIS, 1914 VG (428-C-1) ON PPC EST. $8.
089 BLAINE & SEATTLE, 1915 G+ (903-A-1) ON PPC EST. $6.
090 BOISE & NAMPA, 1901 VG (898-E-3) AS BACKSTAMP ON CVR. E $8
091 B.L.,GLENWOOD & ST.P, 1908 F (880.1-C-1) ON CREASED PPC 8
092 CANNELTON & EVANS, 1909 G (674-B-1) ON PPC. EST. $8
093 CASE & PONTIAC, 1907 G+ (664-B-1) ON PPC. EST. $6.
094 CAZADERO & SAN FRAN, 1894 LEGIBLE (985-H-2) ON STAINED CVR 5
095 CHAMB & (RIC)H FURN, 1910 G (209-H-1) ON PPC W/NAME X'D OUT 5
096 CLEVE & MARI, 1923 VG (NEWTYPE) ON CVR. EST. $6.
097 COEUR D’A(LENE & SPOK), 1907 PARTIAL (906 1-A-1) ON PPC 8
098 COLUMBUS & UNCOLN, 1907 F (935-F-1) ON PPC. EST. $8
099 COLUMBUS & POM, 1924 G LITE (588-1-1) ON PPC. EST. $5
100 DULUTH & MPLS, 1915 VG (867-D-5) ON PPC EST. $6
101 EUREKA & SCOTIA, 1910 G+ LITE (985-M-2) ON PPC. EST $8
102 FOXLAKE & DES MOINES, 1928 G (796-M-1) ON CVR RED’D @ RT. 5
103 FREMONT & HASTIN(GS), 1914 G (943.1-A-1) ON PPC. EST $5
104 GERBER & SAN FRAN, 1925 VG (982-H-1) ON PPC. EST. $6
105 GERL(ACH & SAC)RAMENTO, 1917 G (995-C-1) ON PPC W/O STAMP 12
106 GREEL(EY & D)ENVER, 1910 F (951-L-2) ON PPC. EST. $5.
107 GREEN & CHAS, ca1910 VG (343-B-1) ON PPC. EST. $5.
108 (HEL)ENA & PORTLAND, 1887 G (NEWTY) AS B/S ON CVR W/RIP 8
109 HIBBING & DULUTH, 1915 G+ (NEWTYPE) ON CVR EST $6.
110 IND & LOUIS, 1910 VG (NEW TYPE) ON PPC. EST. $5
111 IND & PEORIA, 1894 VG (714-F-1) ON CVR. EST. $6
112 IND & VINCENNES, 1893 G+ (662-D-1) ON CVR. EST. $6
113 JACKSON & NILES, 1914 G (610-Q-1) ON CVR. EST. $5
114 JEWELL & SXCY, 1943 G+ (788-1-1) ON CVR. EST. $5.
115 JOHNSTON CITY & CAIRO, 1908 VG (NEWTYPE) ON PPC. EST $8
116 JUNEAU & SITKA, 1930 F (x-26-b) ON 3x5 CARD. EST. $20.
117 KC. ASHGROVE & SPRING, 1909 VG (829-C-1) ON PPC. EST. $8
118 KANS CITY & DENVER/ED., 1918 VG (NEWTYPE) ON CVR E $5
119 KANS CITY & PHILLIPS, 1912 VG (922-0-1) ON PPC. EST. $6
120 K C & PUEBLO, 1910 G+ (920-R-1) ON PPC. EST. $5.
121 KC & SILOAM SPGS, 1908 F (827-F-1) ON PPC EST. $5.
122 KNOX & WALLAND, 1910 G+(506-C-1) ON PPC. EST. $12
123 LEX & JACK, 1912 G (543-H-1) ON CREASED PPC. EST. $5
124 LOCKHART & YOAKUM, 1901 G (NEWTYPE) ON CVR EST $10
125 LOS ANG & SAN B’D'NO, 1915 G (964-X-2) ON PPC. EST. $5
126 LOUDON & COS(H), 1912 PARTIAL (NEWTYPE) ON PPC EST $8
127 LYNCH & BRISTOL, 1905 VG (311-K-5) ON PPC EST. $6.
128 McMINN & TULLA/AGT, 1880 G LITE (511-B-2) ON CVR. EST $20
129 MIL & NO. McGREGOR, 1911 F (843-R-1) ON PPC. EST $6
130 MILLEN & VIDALIA, 1926 G* (349-G-1) ON GPC W/PIN HOLES E 5
131 MILWAU & GALENA, 1907 VG (858-C-1) ON CVR. EST. $6
132 MIL & MINL PT, 1905 F (541-D-1) ON TONED PPC. EST $5
133 MINI(DOKA) & BUHL, 1914 G (896 10-B-5) ON PPC W/O STAMP 5
134 MISSOULA & WALLACE. 1910 G (891 11-A-1) ON PPC EST $5
135 MONR(OE &) ADRIAN, 1908 G (612-D-2) ON PPC. EST. $5
136 MONT JCT & BARRE, ca1908(NYD) F (47-A-1) ON PPC. EST $6
137 MONTG & ARTESIA, 1940 VG (419-A-3) ON PPC. EST. $5
138 NEW (MEADOWS &WEIJSER, 1913 G (904.4-B-1) ON PPC EST $5
139 NEWPORT & JOPLIN, 1910 VG (464.2-D-1) ON PPC. EST. $6
140 NILES & SAN JOSE. 1907 F (992 9-A-1) ON PPC. EST. $6
141 OGDEN & SAN FRAN C D./SACRAMENTO, 1893 G+ REC’D ON GPC E 8
142 OSV^GO & BING, 1914 F (127-F-4) ON PPC. EST $6.
143 (PARIS &) FRANKFORT, 1894 G (545.4-A-1) ON PSE. EST. $6
144 PHILA & PORT DEPOSIT, 1915 F (205-H-1) ON PPC EST $5
145 PITTS. AK & CHI J(CT), 1907 G (557-B-1) O/S ON PPC E $5
146 PHOENIX & LOS ANG, 1915 F (967.2-A-1) ON PPC. EST. $20
147 PULLMA(N & GENES)EE, 1910 G (906.4-A-1) ON PPC. EST $5
148 RIDG(WAY & DURA)NGO, 1909 G (962.6-A-3) OFF @ TOP OF PPC 4
149 ROCKWOOD & OAKLAND, 1928 VG (6-H-1) ON REG REC PC EST $5
150 SALAMANCA & CHI, 1913 VG (NEWTYPE) ON PPC. EST. $5
151 SALA & OIL CITY, 1921 G (151-D-2) ON PPC. EST. $5
152 SAN FRAN & SANTA CRUZ, 1910 F (980-L-2) ON PPC EST. $8
153 SAN FRAN & VISALIA, 1914 F (963-AD-2) ON PPC EST $6
154 SEATTLE & SEWARD, 1937 F (x-14-p) ON PPC W/COR CREASE E 12
155 (S)EATTLE & SKAGWAY, 1935 G (x-19-d) ON PPC. EST $6
156 SHAB & STERLING, 1911 G+ (701-C-1)ON PPC. EST. $10
157 (S)HREVE & McKINN(EY), 1905 G (479-C-1) ON PPC. EST. $8
158 S. FALLS & ONAWA N D., 1906 VG (NEWTYPE) ON PPC EST. $6
159 SMITHV & LOCKHART, ca1910 G+ (375-E-2) ON PPC. EST $6
160 SPARKS & (SAN) FRAN, 1917 G (976-W-1) O/S ON CREASED PPC. 8
161 STA(MFORD &) SPUR, 1911 G (494-C-1) ON PPC. EST $6
162 STARLAKE & NEW LIS, 1909 F (848.1-F-1) ON PPC W/O STAMP 5
163 TEXARK & LAREDO RPO/RPO, 1907 G+ (NEW ERROR) ON PPC E $10
164 TRU(CKEE &) LAKE TAHOE, 1909 G (997 4-A-1) ON PPC EST. $5
165 TRUCKEE & LK T(AHOE), 1931 g (997.4-B-1) ON PPC EST $5.
166 TUCSON & NOGALES, 1911 F (965 2-A-2) ON PPC. EST. $8
167 TUOLUMNE & STOCK, 1909 F (989-G-2) ON PPC. EST $6
168 ULYSSES & PT ALLEG, 1911 VG (166.6-B-1) O/S ON PPC. E $8
169 UTICA TERMINAL, 1918 G (15O-R-2) ON PPC. EST. $5.
170 WACO & STAMFORD, ca1940 G+ (465-1-1) ON GPC. EST. $5
171 (WAL)LA WALLA & PASCO, 1917 G (901 5-B-1) ON PPC. EST $5
172 WLKES RICK & TOWANDA, 1932 G+ (179-C-3) ON CVR. EST. $6
173 WLLITS & SAN FRAN, 1906 VG (985-U-1) ON PPC EST. $8
174 WNONA & HURON, 1914 G (866-AB-1) ON PPC. EST. $5.
175 WORTH & MITCHELL, 1908 VG (875-B-1) ON PPC. EST. $8.

Standard rules apply. Minimum bid $3.00 please. Phone 
bids accepted: (415) 344-3080

CLOSING DATE: DEC. 15,1994 (10 PM Pacific)
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It’s Finally Here!
One of the most eagerly anticipated 

books of the decade!
U.S. DOMESTIC POSTAL RATES, 

1872-1993
By Henry W. Beecher 

and Anthony S. Wawrukiewicz
The #1 “must have” book ever published for 

the collector of United States covers and postal 
history, this is the famous “Beecher Book” that's 
been the talk of philatelists for years. And USS&PH 
is publishing it in a Limited Edition in April, 1994.

The first book in history to offer a total, com
plete compilation of the U.S. domestic postal rates 
which have been in effect throughout the U.S., its 
territories, and possessions from June 8, 1872, to 
the present. The concept of this book was the brain
child of the late Henry W. Beecher, the hobby's re
nowned authority on America's postal rates, and a 
tribute to his memory.

This is one of the most essential reference books 
ever released in philately...and the highest standards 
of the printing arts will be used.

To be published in a lavishly illustrated, 240-page 
edition, U.S. Domestic Postal Rates, 1872-1993 will 
contain deep background information on America's 
mail rates, over 300 photos of unusual covers show
ing the vari us rates, and dozens of easy-to-read rate 
tables. Plus full-color covers!

To be published in a limited edition, the book is 
offered to you now so you will be assured of having 
a copy. After its release this April, it will not be 
re-published again for five years.

Available in beautiful hard or soft cover editions
Full color covers, over 300 excellent illustrations, dozens of rate tables and 

detailed descriptive text. This book is a monument in philatelic publishing history.

$29.95 Softboundj $39.95 Hardbound (plus shipping)

Return with your check to:
U.S. STAMPS & Postal History

| 10660 Barkley Lane |
| Shawnee-Mission, Kansas 66212-1861

Please send me_____copy(ies) of the___ Softbound ($29.95 plus $3.50 ship
ping).___Hardbound edition ($39.95 plus $3.50 shipping) of U.S. DOMESTIC

| POSTAL RATES, 1872-1993. My check is enclosed or charge to my credit card. |

| NAME:____________________________________________________________

I ADDRESS:_________________ ;_______________________________________ I
I I

CITY:______________________________ STATE:_______ ZIP:_____________
| Credit Card: __ VISA__ MasterCard No_____________________________
| Expire Date:______________

The First of Many!
The Beecher/Wawrukiewicz 

rates book is only the first of 
USS&PH's book publishing pro
gram. Following soon will be the 
completely revised edtion of Randy 
Neil's authoritative Philatelic 
Exhibitor’s Handbook. Watch for
its impending release in the fall of 
1994.

NOTE: Publication Release: April 1994

u.s. swnrs
& Postal History

Publishers for
United States Philately
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The Battle of Buena Vista, near Saltillo, Mexico, on February 14, 1847, was a major defeat for Santa Ana's Mexican 
Army, and led to the capture of Mexico City by the U.S. Army.

An Ohio Soldier’s Odyssey
By Thomas L. Moore

The following is an account of a young Ohio man 
who volunteered to serve his country during the 
Mexican War in the years 1846-47. Many have told 
the story of how Generals Scott and Taylor took the 
regular army to Mexico and, through an arduous 
campaign, defeated the Mexican army. However, 
one of the factors overlooked by many is the volun
teer militia, and the role it played in the defeat of the 
Mexican army.

The United States kept a very small standing army 
and did indeed rely on a citizen military, led in part 
by professionals, in times of crisis. The state of Ohio 
supplied six regiments and a number of independent 
units for service in the Mexican War. Following is 
the brief story of one such person from Cincinnati, 
Ohio.

Hiram Frazer, Jr. was born on August 6, 1826. 
Nothing is known of his early years until May 22, 

1846, at Covington. Ky., when he enlisted in the 
Kenton Rangers. The Kenton Rangers was to be
come company E., Captain Cutter’s Company, of 
the 2nd regiment of the Kentucky Infantry. His term 
of service was to be one year. While in the army, 
Hiram, Jr. wrote to his father, Hiram, Sr., in Cincin
nati, from the many locations his unit was stationed 
and gave an account of his duties, his health, and the 
activities of his regiment.

What follows is a brief synopsis of the few sur
viving letters from Hiram, Jr., Hiram, Sr., and others 
concerning this young soldier’s stay in the army.

The first letter from Hiram, Jr. is from Camp 
Oakland (Louisville, Ky .) and is dated June 14,1846 
(Figure 1). At this time he is undergoing his military 
training. He describes the foul weather conditions, 
the strict discipline, and other hardships of camp life. 
His unit is apparently in need of entertainment, for 
at this time he asks his father to send his banjo,[as 
well as some spending money ]



8 LA POSL4\NOVEMBER 1994

Figure 1. Stampless folded letter postmarked LOU1SVILLE/KY., JUN
14 (1846) mailed from Camp Oakland to Cincinnati. [Reduced]

His next letter to his father is dated June 29, 1846, 
and is also from Camp Oakland. He says "this is the 
last letter you will receive from me until I get to 
N O.(New Orleans) as we leave today at 4 Oclock 
PM on the steamers Sultana, Louisville, [and] Glen
coe having received our orders yesterday from Genl. 
Wool - - -"

He wrote the third letter on July sixth, announcing 
his arrival in New Orleans. " We arrived here last 
evening about 10 or 11 o’clock and will encamp at 
Algiers opposite the city where we will wait for the 
ship to convey us to Pt. Isabel and then take up our 
march to Monterey - -He goes on to say that their 
journey from Louisville to New Orleans was not 

without incident. "- - 3 of the boilers of 
the boat burnt out so they would hold no 
water - " [He also comments;] "Never 
have I experienced hardships until now 
- you ought to see me with a knapsack 
on everything about 20 lbs, it would 
make you laugh I know."

Letter four is dated August 6th, 1846 
(Figure 2). It was written from their 
camp on the Rio Grande about 30 miles 
from the Gulf of Mexico. In this letter 
Hiram Jr. describes the intense heat, the 
food, and mentions their working con
ditions. He mentions that the enemy is 
in Monterey with about 15,000 troops; 
"- - we are about 200 miles from that 
place and shall be there soon and shall 

give them the best turn in the field with Old Uncle 
Sam’s Muskets. You ought to see me with one when 
our officer drills us - - for instance, shoulder arms, 
present arms etc - - " These are typical comments 
made by untried troops that have never seen combat, 
nor the horrors and suffering that follow. In this letter 
Hiram adds a P S. stating that his captain, Captain 
Cutter, has been discharged because of drunken 
behavior. In an earlier letter he speaks affectionately 
of captain Cutter, however it now appears th At he and 
some others are not in good graces with their supe
rior officer.

Figure 2. Stampless folded letter (SFL) bearing manuscript PT. ISABEL (TEXAS) postmark and "10" to Cincinnati. 
Letter is datelined August 6, (1846) from camp on the Rio Grande about 30 miles from the Gulf ofMexico.



MAP I. Mexican War Summary of Operations, from The West Point Atlas of American Wars, Vol. 1, Col. Vincent J Esposito 
(ED).
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Figure 3. Stampless folded letter mailedfrom Camp Opposite Camargo Mexico, Sept. 15, 1846. 
A light PT. ISABEL (TEX) straight line handstamp appears at left, and the manuscript "10" 
indicates postage paid to Cincinnati.

We hear next from Hiram on the 25th of August. 
His company is still stationed at Camp Rio Grand. 
He seems to have lost some of his enthusiasm and is 
beginning to wonder if he and his companions are 
going to survive. - We are still at this place and 
expect to go [any] day- - the sun is very warm and a 
great deal of sickness in the camp. We are burying 
about 3 a day on an average and two have died this 
morning with the feaver. 32 on the sick list in our 
company and 8 or 10 will go home." Further on he 
says: "The Ohio boys left this morning for Camargo 
where they intend encamping for the fights at Mon
terey. - - Such hard times my dear parents I never 
experienced as we work like dogs. I shall assure 
you I will never follow another drum to fight 
against such black [mussled] men as the Mexi
cans.- -"

Private Hiram Frazees "Company Muster Roll" 
records, from The National Archives, indicate that 
on August 18, 1846 he was reported as a deserter 
from the camp opposite Burita Rio Grande. The 
remarks on a later "Company Muster Roll" state 
"Erroneously reported as a deserter on the roll of 
Aug. 31 and consequently drew no pay on that 
roll. Pay is still due him from enrollment to Aug. 
31."

Letter six was 
written from the 
"camp opposite 
Camargo Mexico" 
on September 15, 
1846 (Figure 3). 
Hiram mentions 
how happy he is 
that on this day he 
has received his 
first mail from 
home. His news 
for the day is that; 
"Taylor started 
this morning from 
the mountains 
with 6700 men to 
make an attack on 
Monteray - but I 
don’t think he will 
get there before a 
negotiation is 
made between the 
two nations."

Back at camp: "Cutter has just been released from 
arrest for his drunkeness and he treats the men like 
dogs ordering them to clean up the paradfi grounds 
and using the same mode of a master to his slave 
cuming such a company as the Kenton Rangem but 
they are reduced to about 30 men on parade by 
discharges and desertions - -" He also mentions the 
death rate has risen to 5 or 6 a day in all the regiments.

On October 11, 1846 Hiram wrote the seventh 
letter from the camp opposite Camargo, Mexico 
(Figre 4)." Sorry am I to inform you that I have been 
on my back for about 15 days with the brain fever -

Figure 4. SFL mailed Oct. 12, 1846, from Camp opposite 
Camargo, Mexico to Cincinnati. [Reduced]
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Figure 5. SFL mailed Nov. 20th, 1846, from Camp 
opposite Camargo, Mexico. Partial PT. ISABEL handstamp 
appears at left.[Reduced]

and don’t expect to get well in this country - as there 
has been two or three deaths from the same desease 
of late. Dr. Bass, an eminent physician who has been 
in Camargo for about 15 years says it can be cured. 
Dr. Snail of our regiment has been attending to me - 
he has bled me six times - and blistered me on the 
back of the neck - give me powders and done every
thing he can think of and does no good and soon as 
I get in condition for traveling I expect to go home - 
also my lungs are affected - excuse the writing as I 
am laying on my back writing this on my knee. My 
hand trembles and I am very weak - - Fever, 
sickness, etc. killed many more than did bullets. An 
excerpt from the 2nd Reg. OVI record states; "The 
regiment lost during its 
period of service, 6 
killed, 2 drowned, and 
60 died of disease."1 
Another interesting 
point of this letter is the 
mention of several ar
chaic methods of treat
ment for the sick.

Letters eight and 
nine were both written 
from the same camp 
opposite Camargo, 
Mexico.

ndWritten on the 2 
and 9th of November, 
he tells of his continu
ing battle with the 
"brain fever" and some 
news of the army’s ac
tivities. He mentions partial PT.ISABEL/FEB. 12 1847 to Cincinnati.

3

Figure 6. SFL mailed from Meir, Mexico, December 9. 1846, with handstamp "10" and

that his company left about a week ago for Mon
terey but that his illness obliged him to stay be
hind. He goes on to say that the sick have been 
ordered to the hospital at Camargo, however, he 
feels that he is well enough to follow his company 
with the rest of the regiment which was to leave 
the day of this letter. He mentions several of his 
friends who have been wounded - -"Wash Arm
strong 3ra Leut. in the Cincinnati Cadets (Co.E. 
First Regiment OVI) had his leg amputated hav
ing had a ball enter along the knee, also Nat Niles 
- of the same company was shot in the hip - but is 
getting so he is well enough to go to duty. Leut. 
Henry Clay is now acting as Aid De Camp for 
Genl. Taylor having left this regiment on account 
he says [its] good for nothing, for he says he wants 
to be where there is some fighting -."
Letter ten finds quite a turn of events. It was 

written on the 20th of November from headquarters, 
Ky. & Ohio Brigade opposite Camargo, Mexico 
(Figure 5)."- - am fast getting well and hope I shall 
be in my company which is at Monterey before long. 
-----The Regt, of Ill. troops started for Tampico, a 
distance of about 500 miles, in order to achieve 
another great victory - but we have our fears respect
ing them - for my part I don’t think there shall be 
many valient men see their sweet homes - Has 
reality set in? Hiram also mentions his new duties, 
"- -1 am promoted to Hdq. 2nd Ky. & Ohio Brigade 
- acting as clerk for Brig. General Thomas Marshall
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Figure 7. SFL mailed Monterey, Mexico, Jan. 19, 1847, with handstamp PT. ISABEL 
(Texas)ZFEB. 1 1847 and "10" to Cincinnati.

commanding forces at this place, and expect to do 
well."

Hiram’s next four letters are those of a sick, 
dejected, homesick soldier. On the 27th ofNovember 
he wrote a long letter home saying that the fever has 
returned and that his chances of seeing the enemy 
are slim - also how he misses his friends at home and 
his family. On December 9tn (Figure 6) he writes-, 
"- - I have been in U. Sam’s service this day six
months and have not 
recd. a cent pay and 
don’t expect to for 
some time yet as there 
is no money in the 
country, it having all 
run out paying off the 
troops going to Tam
pico & other depots." 
January 19th (Figure 7) 
he writes that his regi
ment has been ordered 
to march to Saltillo but 
because of his chills 
and fever he is ordered 
to stay behind. His let
ter of February 9th 
(Figure 8) finds him in 
better spirits. "Today I 
am eight months in the 
service and the short, 

Figure 8. SFL mailed Monterey, Mexico, Feb. 9, 1847, and postmarked PT. ISABEL 
(Texas)ZFEB 21 1847 with partial handstamp "10" to Cincinnati.

short period more to 
stay in U.S. employ- - 
" "- - to come home 
after a year of toil & 
hardships and be 
greated as a soldier 
and a patriot, although 
I have not had a 
chance to show my 
valor, yet if I had been 
called upon in my 
countries defense I 
would have been there 
proud and aspiring to 
some high station. It 
makes my heart leap 
with joy to think I 
showed the heart of a 
man in coming, and to 
invade another coun
try to seek the wrongs 
they have trampled 

upon us - Who would not have come my dear par
ents, when you see before you details of our gallent 
men laid under the turf by these black hearted men 
at the battles of Resaca dela Palma, Monterey or no 
American would have stayed, no! not one,'may the 
star spangled Banner which I have been taught to 
love and cherish - wave in triumph over everything
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Figure 9. SFL containing letter from Abraham 
Moses with partial PT. ISABEL handstamp of March 26 
(1847).

on earth, it would give me great joy the greatest 
pleasure."

This was the last letter writen by Hiram Frazer, Jr. 
for he was killed at the Battle of Buen Vista, Febru
ary 23, 1847.

Following is a transcript of letter fifteen (Fig
ure 9).

"Mr. Hiram Frazer,
Respected sir. With a feeling ofpain and 

sorrow I now take my pen in hand to let a fa
ther know the fate of his son who engaged in 
fighting the battles of his country and has per
ished on the field of honor to his country. For 
let it not grieve you for we must all of us die 
one day or the other and he has diedfighting 
the battles of his country on a foreign soil 
while in the arms of victory, a victory never 
have known to be gained by any power before. 
General Taylor, with only five thousand six 
hundred troops, fought Santa Anna, with thirty 
generals and twenty two thousand regular 
troops - a great many. Great men and bright 
ornaments of the United States, some of who 
were fit to fill a monarchs throne. There were 
for instance the son of the honorable Henry 
Clay, Col. McRee and Gov.Gill of Arkansas 
and many other such men. Your son fell not 
like a coward but like a true American, like a 
soldier from Ohio. Now then, let me tell you 
how he was killed - lyng near the above named 
men, their wounds were slight, but Mexicans 
show no mercy to a voluntier nor to any other 
soldiery of the American people. They pricked 
their wounds with lances and murdered them 
in like manner. As this is written in haste you 

must excuse it for I assure you this is written 
with the purist feelings. I was at Monterey 
when the sad news reached me. There were sev
eral of his company that shared the same fate. 
Nothing more

I remain your friend

A braham Moses
(Moses, Abraham, rank private, entered the serv

ice at age 19 on May 27, 1846. He enlisted in Co. E. 
1 St regiment, OVI. He was to serve for one year. He 
mustered out with his company on June 13,1847.)

On July 6th, 1847 Hiram Frazer, Sr. received a 
letter from William McDougal. Mr.McDougal was 
in charge of the burial detail at Buena Vista and 
assigned men the task of burying the soldiers killed 
in action. The letter goes on to say that he had no 
specific knowledge of the exact whereabouts of the 
graves’ location, but that a man named Mitchell, 
who was assigned the burial detail, could give the 
location better than he. He writes " I seen your son 
soon after he was killed and assisted in taking him 
off the field. I did not see him again until he was 
brought up to the Rancho when I was present and 
assisted in taking his corps out of the wagon which 
had oonveyed him from the field. I was then sum
moned to my [head] quarters as there was a report 
that the enemy was again making preparations to 
attack us but it proved false. While this excitement 
was going on your son still laid where I had left him 
at the Rancho. An order was then issued to bury the 
dead. I detailed Mitchell and two others of our 
company to perform the task."

Two more letters are present describing Hiram 
Frazer, Sr’s., journey to Mexico to recover his son’s 
body for burial in Cincinnati. The letter dated July 
25, 1847, (Figure 10) describes the hardships of 
travel in Mexico, as well as some of the characters 
he met on the way. On August 1. 1847 (Figure 11) 
he wrote to his wife and children saying that he had 
arrived in Buena Vista. He mentoned how well he 
had been received at Genl. Wools camp."-- as soon 
as I was rested & took dinner he furnished me with 
a horse. The first thing we done was to assertain 
where Hiram was. I found to my satistacfion he sent 
some men with me and the first place we opened to 
my joy and great satisfaction I found him but in a 
worse condition than I expected. He had on a black 
pair of pants and boots as they described to me. - -1 
placed him in the box in the best possible manner not 
to open it again . I don think it would be any
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Figure 10. SFL mailedfrom Monterey, Mexico, July 26, 1847, with straight line handstamp 
BRAZOS (Texas)/AUG. 6,(1847) to Cincinnati.

safistaction - he could not be recognized by his 
features.--"

"Where have all the flowers gone--?"

References:
Roster Commission, The, 1895, Official Roster at 

the Soldiers of the State of Ohio in the War of the 
Rebellion, 1861-1866, and the War with Mex
ico,! 846-1848, Vol. XII.

Footnotes:
1 Ibid pp. 41 0
2 Ibid pp. 397
3 (Pete Seeger) Pub

lished by U.S. 
Songs/Bexhill Music 
Corp.(ASCAP)

Figure 11. SFL mailedfrom Buena Vista at Woods Camp, Aug. 2, 1847, with handstamp 
BRAZOS (Texas)/AUG 13 (1847) and "10" to Cincinnati.
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LIST OF RAILROAD-RELATED MAIL SERVICE 
INTERRUPTIONS WHICH OCCURRED IN THE UNITED 

STATES
Twelfth in a Series

By Henry J. Berthelot

[Writer's note: Since publication of the September 1994 edition 
of LA POSTA, a second marking variety associated with INTERRUPTION NO. 
1952-02-28 has been found. The marking noted on page 57 of the 
September edition should be re-numbered MARKING NO. 1952-02-28 (a) and 
the following variety should be added to the List:

MARKING NO.
1952-02-28 (b)

Bearing an Eglin, Illinois postage meter dated
26 February 1952, this envelope was damaged 

while in transit aboard Union Pacific's Train No. 5]

In the introductory remarks [LA POSTA, Volume 23, Number 6, (Whole 
Number 138)] to this column, I noted that the background information on 
railroad-related mail service interruptions varied. Some interruptions 
were reported in detail in numerous newspapers, while other 
interruptions were mentioned only briefly in a local newspaper. And, in 
some instances, there seemingly was no report on the mishap - at least 
no report that I have been able to find through sources available to me.
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I use this edition to present five covers, recovered from three 

railroad-related mail service interruptions which occurred in 1937, 1944 
and 1960, respectively. Except for one marking variety from the 1944 
mishap, none of the markings give any indication of where the particular 
interruption happened. All three interruptions were caused by railroad 
fires. If anyone has any information about the interruptions that 
befell these covers, please share it with your fellow philatelists.

1937

This cover was mailed in New York City on 19 August 1937. Its 
content was removed, thus the destination can not be determined. 
Bearing signs of both water and fire damage, the cover has a double-line 
handstamped marking, in magenta, "DAMAGE due to fire / in R.R, (sic) 
Car." No markings were affixed to the reverse side of the cover.
1944

This postal card, postmarked Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania on 11 
January 1944, was addressed to Hollywood, California. The card bears a 
double-line handstamped marking, in magenta, "DAMAGED BY FIRE IN TRANSIT 
/ 1 15 44." No other markings appear on the card.
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Village of Hibbing
POLICE DEPARTMENT HA f.f

HIBBING. MINNESOTA*' '

JAN 15 1944
ENROU

Los Angeles Stamp & Stationary Co,

15’th & Los Angeles Sts,

Les Angeles,“alif.

This envelope was sent from Hibbing, Minnesota on 12 January 1944 
to Los Angeles, California. Officially sealed in the lower right-hand 
corner, the envelope has a three-line, magenta ink handstamped marking 
"DAMAGED BY FIRE / ENROUTE / JAN 15 1944." This marking is the only one 
which was struck on the envelope.

This envelope remnant lost its cancellation when the postage fell 
off. Thus, the place of mailing is not known. The addressee (Brunswig 
Drug Co., Los Angeles, California) was discernible. A label was 
prepared at the Los Angeles Terminal RPO and attached to the envelope 
with a straight pin. The "1944 JAN 21 PM 2 37" marking was a receipt 
mark of the drug company.
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These three covers were salvaged from the same mishap which 
occurred on 15 January 1944 and involved a mail shipment destined for 
southern California. The mail was processed at the Los Angeles Terminal 
RPO.

1960

Mailed to Boise, Idaho from Denver, Colorado on 8 April 1960, this 
penalty envelope was "DAMAGED BY FIRE IN / RAILROAD STORAGE" car 
somewhere between the two cities. The marking was struck with a hand 
device in magenta ink.

(To be continued)

WHO SAYS 
DINOSAURS 

ARE EXTINCT?
Our retail store is a REAL Dinosaur! 

We carry Postal History, Worldwide, Topicals, Naval Covers, 
U.S. First Day Covers...... the list goes on and on. So if you have

something specific in mind or would just like to meet one of 
the few remaining Dinosaurs, call or write today - 

You’ll be glad you did!

COAST PH I LATE LICS
1113 Baker Street, Costa Mesa, CA 92626 

Phone: (714) 545-1791
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VIEW OF NORTH SWTHVIUC.,
BURLINGTON CO..H.J.

SMITHVILLE, BURLINGTON COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
By Robert J. Zanoni

Smithville village is a preserved historical com
munity owned and managed by the County of 
Burlington in New Jersey. Today, guests can browse 
through the mansion, factory museum, stroll the 
gardens and grounds, picnic or attend one of the 
many programs held on the grounds. However, in 
time past Smithville was an industrial community 
within the farming area of West Jersey.

In the year 1865 Hezekiah B. Smith, a successful 
industrialist from Lowell Massachusetts, arrived on 
the scene of Shreveville, a classic rural waterpow- 
ered manufacturing village of the early 19th century 
in Burlington County, New Jersey .

Sheveville was located on the north branch of the 
Rancocas Creek. The Rancocas Creek is a tributary 
to the Delaware River north of Camden, New Jersey 
in the southern part of New Jersey. Hezekiah B. 
Smith renamed Shreveville in his namesake.

H. B. Smith manufactured wood working ma
chines at Smithville; an envelope from the late 
1860’s with an all over advertisement on the back of 

the envelope depicts three of the machines (Figure
1)

In November, 1878, H. B. Smith won the election 
for a seat in the House of Representatives as a New 
Jersey Democrat and served in the 46th Congress.

In 1880, Smithville started a new era of produc
tion, the American star bicycle. The early design of 
the star bicycle was of the small front wheel with 
the oversized rear wheel (Figure 2).

An envelope dated November 17,1893, has 
a corner card depicting the village factory buildings. 
The letterhead enclosed in this envelope advertises 
wood working machinery, bench vises and special 
machines (Figure 3).

Postmaster from December 7, 1866 to May 
1, 1867 was John Segine; June 17, 1867 to Septem
ber 30, 1882 was James Logan with William S. 
Kelley taking charge on October 1st, 1882. Ms. Edith 
Vaughn served as postmaster from 1930 to 1963. On 
June 5th, 1964 the Smithville Post Office was closed 
and all mail routed to the Mount Holly Post Office.



20 LA POSE4\NOVEMBER 1994

Best 111 Use

MANUFACTURED AND WARRANTED BY H. B. SMITH, SMITHVILLE, N. J 
POST OEF1CJ Aim. SSI » M El'HVI LLE, BLRLINGTON CO., N. J.

SMITHVILLE NJ. 1860’s circular date stamp (30 mm dial) 
all over back illustrated advertisment, H. B. Smith Wood 
Working Machinery. Scott no. 65, Minkus no. 45a.

Warranted the

The«<o

Will US 

have always been 
awarded the 

FIRST 
PREMIUMS.

WMn

EXHIBITED 
in con ] ctitioi 
with , a n y
other Ma

chinery.

Figure 1

(.over sheer for the Star bicycle song. John Stout demonstrating the downhill adv.nnaet <»/ 
the Star on the Michigan State ( .ipitol steps

Figure 2
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SMITHVILLE N.J. NOV 17 1893 circular date stamp (29 mm 
dial) with a cork killer tying the stamp to the cover;
rerouted from HIGHTSTOWN N.J. NOV 18 1xx3 to PHILADELPHIA PA
REC'D NOV 18 1230 PM 1893. Scott no. 249, Minkus no. 171.

Figure 3

REFERENCES
SMITHVILLE The Result of Enterprise, Wil

liam C. Bolger; Burlington County Cultural and 
Heritage Commission, 1980.

NEW JERSEY POSTAL HISTORY, The Post 
Offices and First Postmasters 1776-1976 John L

Kay and Chester M. Smith, Jr.; Quarterman Publi
cations, Inc., Lawrence, Massachusetts 1977.

COMBINATION ATLAS MAP OF 
BURLINGTON COUNTY NEW JERSEY, J D 
Scott Philadelphia, PA, 1876.
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This post card displays a postmark ofDESLOGE, MO. from 1917 which is of non-standard 
design. Postmarks such as this, which feature circular date stamps with no integral killer, are 
classified as Type F markings in this study.

NON-STANDARD POSTMARKING AND CANCELING 
DEVICES FROM 1900 TO DATE

Part 25 - Catalog Section, Type F 
(continued)

By Randy Stehle and Doug DeRoest

This section continues the presentation of the 
Type F (cds mimics) non-standards. As mentioned 
in the last installment (Vol. 25, No. 3), many of these 
cancels are altered devices. Their appearance often 
matches that of standard devices then in distribution 
and/or use. The only reason they are included in this 
study is some wording (usually "REC’D", "MOB", 
or "REGISTERED") has been removed. In other 
words, these markings are considered non-standard 
because a special purpose marked has been altered 
for use as a postmark on first class mail. An example 
of this is illustrated in the San Francisco, Calif, City 
Hall Sta. cancel (F-970).

Double circle handstamps of this design, some
times called utility daters, became standard issue in 
the early 1940’s. Handstamps with the names of 
branches or stations were often issued with the name 
of the parent post office at the top of the dial. The 
only reason that F-970 is considered non-standard is 

that some of the lettering was removed from the 
bottom of the dial.

A slightly different scenario is presented by the 
Corona, CA postmark (F-1170). This design, with 
city and state at the top of the double circles was 
never standard. Any postmark with this design from 
1900 on is non-standard. Usually, but not always, 
some lettering was removed from the bottom of the 
dial.

A similar situation involves the Eagleville, CA 
cancel (F-1510). The Post Office Department dis
tributed 4-bar devices in 1930 and 1931 that featured 
the city and state name at the top of the dial (now 
termed Depression Era 4-bars). The Eagleville 
marking shows no sign of a 4-bar killer, so, even 
though it dates from 1930, this impression probably 
results from a "REC’D" handstamp with that desig
nation removed.

A move problematic cancel is the Cooper
stown, CA (F-1140). While no killer is present, it 
could be a Depression Era 4-bar that became broken. 
The 1932 use suggests this as a possibility. Inclusion 
in our survey has been a "judgement call". A check 
of John Williams’ California Postmark Catalog 
(published in Western Express) reveals only one 
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date on record for this marking and no use of a 
Depression Era 4-bar has yet been documented for 
Cooperstown. We have therefore tentatively in- 
cludedF-1140 in our study. The bottom line for all 
these devices which on the surface resemble stand
ard postmarks is to examine them closely for signs 
of altered/removed lettering and killers. A careful 
analysis will usually yield a reasonable conclusion.

Series Coverage Years Extended
After considerable discussion and thought, the 

years covered by this series have been extended 
backward from 1902 to include 1900 and 1901. 
There are several reasons for this change. One is 
mostly pragmatic: it was confusing to have 1902 as 
a starting point to many of our readers. It would be 
a lot easier to include the entire 20th century (1901 
to date) than to exclude 1901. Of course, putting 
pragmatics aside, one would need a more compelling 
reason based on the facts and circumstances to jus
tify the change.

If one goes back to Part 1 of the introduction 
to this series (La Posta, Vol. 21, No. 2 (April-May 
1990), pp. 5-14) the first paragraph lays out three 
criteria for a postmark to be considered non-stand
ard. These original criteria were:

1) the device was not issued by the POD;
2) regulations have been issued prohibiting the 

use of such devices, and;
3) the regulations have been given some force.

While the first two criteria will be retained 
under our new expanded period of study, the third 
will have to be deleted and replaced with "the distri
bution of POD-issued devices reaches 100% of all 
post offices." The reason for dropping the "enforce
ment" language is that as much as the post office 
ranted and raved about not using privately procured 
devices, I see no evidence that the rules were really 
enforced to any extent that would discourage their 
use. If this were the case, then it would seem unlikely 
that we would have over three thousand different 
examples of non-standards reported at present. I 
have also never seen any evidence that a postmaster 
or clerk was fined for using an improper device. This 
may well have occurred (or lesser sanctions were 
taken), but there are apparently no records of such 
an occurrence in those postal records available from 
the depositories of federal documents. A complete 
search would have to include records from the Na

tional Archives, The National Postal Museum, the 
National Letter Carriers Association, and so forth, to 
ascertain what sanctions, if any, might have been 
imposed.

The introduction to this series went on at great 
length in its discussion of appropriation levels, that 
is, money approved by Congress, for cancelling 
devices. In short, as the 19th century drew to a close, 
appropriations kept rising in order to meet the POD’s 
stated goal of distributing a postmarking device to 
every office (new or old) in the country. By 1900 all 
post offices in all states had received, or should have 
received, standard issue postmarking devices. Thus 
it was no necessary for a postmaster to procure a 
device from a local source at his own expense. This 
is why 1900 may be considered a logical starting date 
for our series, and we adopt this date.

The number of newly reported non-standard 
markings has taken off in the four months since the 
last article appeared. The total is up to 3,358, which 
represents an increase of 170. This is over 100 more 
new reports than in the prior four month period. Only 
about 10% of the 170 new reports are attributable to 
the inclusion of the years 1900 and 1901. It’s just 
been a busy summer with lots of new material ap
pearing. Please continue to send new reports and 
date extensions directly to: Randy Stehle, 16 Iris 
Court, San Mateo, CA 94401.

NEW MEXICO TERRITORIAL 
POSTMARK CATALOG, 

Tenth Edition, 1994 
By Thomas K. Todsen

The latest edition of this popular reference fea
tures 225 pages with thousands of changes, and 
hundreds of new towns and types. Order yours today 
for only $15.00 + $2.00 shipping from:

Thomas K. Todsen 
2000 Rose Lane, Las Cruces, NM 88005
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TYPE F NON-STANDARD POSTMARKS (Continued)

CODE TOWN STATE PO DATES EKU LKU PM N S/l

F - 960 CHUGWATER WY 1894- 10 JUN 190X 27.5x18.5 2

F - 970 CITY HALL STA. CA 1929- 11 JUL 1958 29x19 1 2

F - 980 CLAYMONT DE 1853-1951 12 FEB 1919 33 2

F - 990 CLAYTON LA 1894- 10 MAR 1920 32 2 2

F -1000 CLEARWATER FL 1906- 08 FEB 1951 29x19 3 2

F-1010 CLEVELAND OR 1874-1923 01 AUG 1910 19 JAN 1911 25 7 3

F -1020 CLEVELAND (STA. A) OH 26 MAR 1930 29x19 3 2

F-1030 CLYMAN Wl 1849-1917 06 FEB 1915 28 MAR 1918 25 2 2

F-1040 COALVILLE UT 1862- 01 FEB 1992 40 2

F -1050 COARSEGOLD CA 1899- 13 JUL 1904 31x19 2

F-1060 COLBY MS 1909-1917 30 JUL 1915 32x21 2 3

F-1070 COLMESNEIL TX 1882- 10 DEC 1915 33 2 2

F -1080 COLUMBIA COLLEGE SC 1906-1912 07 MAY 1906 29x26.5 2,4 3

F-1090 COLUMBUS OH 1813- 22 AUG 1988 34x24/38x29 2

F -1100 COLUMBUS OH 1813- 31 AUG 1988 31x25/34x21 2

F-1110 CONIFER NY 1912-1965 01 MAR 1923 29x19 2 2

F -1120 COOLEY MS 1903-1905 29 AUG 1905 28 2,4 2

F-1130 COOLIDGE KS 1881- 20 ??? 1923 34 2 2

F -1140 COOPERSTOWN CA 1901-1932 31 AUG 1932 20.5 2

F -1150 CORDAVILLE MA 1848-1966 19 SEP 1907 27 APR 1912 30.5x18 5 2

F -1160 CORNERSTONE AR 1886-1930 01 NOV 1910 30 2,4 2

F -1170 CORONA CA 1897- 04 AUG 1943 29x19 3 2

F-1180 CORONA TX 1878/1931 01 APR 190? 34x31 2

F -1190 CORONADO BR. CA 1912- 15 SEP 1965 29 2
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F-97O F-98O F-990
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TYPE F NON-STANDARD POSTMARKS (Continued)

CODE TOWN STATE PO DATES EKU LKU PM N S/l

F-1200 COULEE CITYWA 1850/ 05 OCT 1909 32 2

F-1210 CRESTON IA 1869- 19 DEC 1928 29.5x19.5 3 2

F -1220 CROSS ROADS MS 1834/1910 05 MAY 1902 30 2,4 3

F-1230 DALE MN 1910-1971 27 AUG 1914 22 OCT 1914 32 2

F-1240 DALY CITY BR. CA 1917-1954 22 AUG 1945 28x18.5 3 2

F-1250 DANVILLE IL 1827- 03 DEC 1940 29x19 3 2

F-1260 DARIEN CT 1820- ?? ??? 19?? 32x19 2

F-1270 DASSEL MN 1870- 23 DEC 1919 31x29 2

F-1280 DE LISLE MS 1884-1961 01 MAR 1910 31 2,4 2

F -1290 DEATH VALLEY CA 1908-1968 19 NOV 1953 29x19 6 2

F -1310 DEER LODGE CITY MT 1866- 03 DEC 1904 27 8 3

F-1320 DELAVAN Wl 1837- 20 JUL 1907 30x19 2

F-1330 DELTA LA 1869- 06 SEP 191? 31 2,4 2

F-1340 DESLOGE MO 1892-1963 16 JUN 1917 26.5 2

F-1350 DETROIT Ml 1803- 01 SEP 1947 02 JUN 1948 3 0x20 3 2

F-1360 DETROIT Ml 1803- 23 JAN 1950 30x20 3 2

F-1370 DEWEY IL 1878- 30 DEC 1911 32 2

F-1380 DICKERSON MS 1891-1934 20 NOV 1911 30x19 2,4 2

F-1390 DIERKS AR 1906- 23 MAR 1923 33 2

F-1400 DONNER CA 1882-1926 30 AUG 1903 28.5 2

F-1410 DOOLING GA -1965 10 JAN 1909 31.5x20 2 2

F-1420 DOTHAN OR 1896-1942 03 NOV 1916 32 2,4 2

F-1430 DU PONTWA 1909- ?? ??? 1913 31x21 2 2

F-1440 DUBLIN MS 1875- 15 APR 191? 32 2 2
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F-1330
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TYPE F NON-STANDARD POSTMARKS (Continued)

CODE TOWN STATE PO DATES EKU LKU PM N S/l

F-1450 DUNDEE MS 1891- 30 APR 1909 30x20 2,4 2

F-1460 DUNLAYTX 1895-1974 07 MAY 1902 29 2,4 2

F-1480 DYERVILLE CA 1890-1933 10 AUG 1916 31.5 2

F-1490 EAGLE WV 1882-1949 05 DEC 191? 30 2,4 2

F-1510 EAGLEVILLE CA 1868- 10 DEC 1930 31 2

F-1520 EAST BURKE VT

F -1530 EAST CHARLOTTE

1847- 01 MAY 192? 30x20 2

POSTAL STA. VT 1904-1912 24 MAR 1902 1903 30 5

F -1540 EAST DUMMERSTON VT 1866-1933 14 FEB 1910 29x18 2

F -1550 EAST NORTHPORT NY 1909- 07 AUG 1915 32 2 2

F-1560 EDEN Wl 1850/ 191? 33 2

F-1570 EHRLICH WA 1896-1915 23 APR 1907 37x35 2 2

F-1580 ELDON WA 1901-1925 02 MAR 1913 30x20 3 2

F-1590 ELK CA 1887- 23 DEC 1924 31x21 2

F-1600 ELKHART TX 1850- 24 JUL 1916 32 2 2

F -1610 EMIGRANT GAP CA 1868- 03 AUG 1904 01 DEC 1906 31 9 2

F-1620 EMINENCE KS 1887-1942 18 APR 1922 32 2 2

F-1630 ENOLA PA 1903- 27 DEC 1907 30 4 2

F-1640 ERWIN MS 1886/1942 21 FEB 1909 29.5 2,4 2

F-1650 ESTERVILLE IA 1859- 22 SEP 1915 30x20 10 2

F-1660 EVERETT WA 1891- 25 OCT 1993 31x20/51x42 2

F-1670 EVERETT WA 1891- 24 FEB 1994 26x16.5/42x36 2

F-1680 FAIR PLAY OH 1895-1909 07 FEB 1903 28 2 3

F-1690 FAIRBANKS AK 1903- 16 JUN 194? 29x19 11 2



LA PO5L4\NOVEMBER 1994

F-1450
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F-1480
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TYPE F NON-STANDARD POSTMARKS (Continued)

CODE TOWN STATE PO DATES EKU LKU PM N S/l

F-1700 FALLBRIDGE WA 1911-1926 30 AUG 1916 62x30 3

F -1710 FAMOSA CA 1895-1946 15 JAN 1911 29x19.5 2

F -1720 FARM SCHOOL PA 1903-1955 17 JUN 1908 24 2 2

F -1730 FAYETTEVILLE AR 1829- 12 SEP 1964 31x20 3 2

F-1740 FED. RES. STA. OH 24 AUG 1950 29x19 2

F-1750 FERGUSON IA 1882- 16 JAN 192? 33 2 2

F-1760 FERN HILL WA 1890-1910 10 DEC 1901 19 FEB 1908 30 2

F-1770 FLORENCE OR 1879- 10 APR 1918 29x19 2 2

F-1780 FLORESS KY 1901-1975 03 JAN 1975 32x18 2

F -1790 FOLSOM CITY CA 1856- 07 SEP 1903 28 2

F-1800 FORAKER KY 1906-1992 06 JUN 1949 30x20 2 2

F -1810 FORBES ROAD PA 1903- 03 DEC 1908 04 MAY 1909 30 2

F -1820 FOREST PARK GA 1903- 24 APR 1931 31.5x19.5 2

F -1830 FORESTVILLE STA. CT 1938- 14 SEP 1977 32 2

F-1840 FORT BAKER CA 1918-1938 15 FEB 1930 28.5x19.5 2

F-1850 FORT MEADE SD 1879- 06 SEP 1917 28x19 2

F-1860 FOSTERIA OH 1855- 16 AUG 1920 33 2 2

F-1870 FOSTERS AL 1833- 27 JUN 1955 30x20 2 2

F-1880 FOY STA. CA 1950- 16 FEB 1950 33 2

F-1890 FRESNO CA 1889- 08 FEB 1923 05 AUG 1925 28.5x19.5 10 2

F-1900 FRUITLAND FL 1883-1926 13 APR 1910 29x19 6 2

F-1910 FURNACE VA 1883-1922 29 SEP 1905 25 2,4 2

NOTES: 1 - Backstamp on Special Delivery mail. 2 - Earliest known on piece. 3 - Backstamp on 
registered mail. 4 - Killer unknown. 5 -Latest known on piece. 6 - Received usage. 7 - No date 
indicia seen on any recorded examples. Date rangestaken from use on correspondence. 8 -Changed 
to DEER LODGE in 1894. 9 - Latest known is a receiving usage. 10 - General delivery receiving 
usage. 11 - Fourth class usage.
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Figure!. [Author’s Collection]

THE BINGHAM HOUSE
A Postal History Archaeological "Dig"

by Gus S Spector M.D.

Even if you have never visited Philadelphia, nor 
experienced a freshly-baked Philadelphia soft pret
zel or savored a genuine Philly cheesesteak; even if 
you know nothing about the City or the esoterica of 
its defunct buildings, it is interesting to view the 
unraveling of a puzzle that displays the illustrated 
saga of the birth and death of a major landmark. 
Several covers will help to detail the story of the 
hotel that was eventually to become the oldest in the 
City.

At the beginning of the nineteenth century, the 
majority of the hustle and bustle of Philadelphia’s 
Market Street still lay close to the Delaware River, 
the most important means of transportation in Penn’s 
"Green Country Towne". In 1812, Thomas Leiper, 
an enterprising tobacco merchant who had mad his 
fortune in snuff, erected the Mansion House. His 
construction lay not near the River, but on the south
east corner of Eleventh and Market Streets, eleven 
squares to its west, an area that only a generation 
before had been virgin woods. Leiper selected Wil
liam Renshaw to manage his establishment. Ren

Copyright 1994 by Gus Spector, M.D. 

shaw, unfortunately, stayed in his employ for only 
four years, and the hotel then closed. It remained 
unoccupied until 1823, reopening as the Pennsylva
nia Asylum for the Deaf and Dumb. By 1825 the 
Asylum had outgrown the three and a half story 
structure, and had relocated. Thereafter, the hotel 
reappeared as a fashionable boarding house, once 
again being called the New Mansion House. Figure 
I shows the original building circa the mid-1850’s. 
The cover is adorned with a Scott 11, and an acid-tied 
Blood’s Penny Post stamp and Blood’s Despatch 
cds.

The Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore 
Railroads merged in 1842 and purchased the prop-

Figure 2.
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Figure 3

[Author's 
Collection]

erty on Market Street next to the Mansion House. 
The busy railroad depot gave new life to the sleepy 
boarding house. Major alterations ensued, with a 
large double-decker porch running across the Mar
ket Street facade of the building.

Just after the Civil War, the hotel was renamed 
the Bingham House after John Bingham, a railroad 
express and freight agent whose office was located 
in the building. Figure 2 bears the typical hotel logo 
and figures 3 and 4, dated 1883 and 1891 respec
tively, portray various stages in the development of 

the outer structure. Obviously, the new Bingham 
Hotel bore very little resemblance to the original 
Mansion House of the previous century. (1) In its 
Victorian heyday, the hotel had 300 rooms and ac
commodated 500 guests, at three dollars per day. 
Figure 5 shows a postcard panoramic view of busy 
Market Street with the Bingham House located on 
the right.

Typical of other Market Street hotels, the New 
Bingham House experienced a gradual decline, re
maining in business in this now not so genteel area

[Author's
Collection]

Figure 4



34 LA ZWT/CNOVEMBER 1994

Figure 5. [Author's Collection]

until 1920, when it was sold to the Stanley Company 
of America, an early innovator in the movie house 
industry. The old building was used for several 
month as a museum publicly displaying "circus 
freaks and human curiosities". It was finally demol
ished in 1923. Three years later, the early Theatre 
and Office Building was erected on the site. The 
Earle Theatre was one of the spectacular, glitsy 
movie houses that merged the waning world of 
vaudeville with that of the nefangled motion picture. 
The Earle closed in 1953.(2)

The site now consists of a nondescript row of 
office buildings and shops.

Illustrated advertising covers are quaint mini-por
traits and mini-time capsules of a bygone era. 
Searching through scores of dealers’ stock, it is 
evident that hundreds of buildings in cities and 
towns in existence before the turn of the twentieth 
century were captured and preserved on cover as 
vividly and as interestingly as an archaeological dig. 
Postal history can lead us to a deeper appreciation of 
our architectural heritage. Copyright 1994 by Gus 
Spector, M.D.

(1) Jackson, Joseph. Market Street,Philadelphia: 
The Most Historic Highway in American. Printed 
by Joseph Jackson, Philadelphia, 1918, pp. 154-156.

(2) Jackson, Joseph. Encyclopedia of Philadel
phia, Volume One. The National Historical Asso
ciation, Harrisburg, 1931, page 290.
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Figure 1. Jennie was one of the many short lived post offices which dotted the Garfield County landscape during the 
late 1890 's and early 1900’s. The existence of so many short lived offices is what makes collecting postmarks of 
Oklahoma Territory such a challenge.

TERRITORIAL POSTMARKS OF GARFIELD COUNTY, 
OKLAHOMA

By Bernie Mayer & Richard W. Helbock

Brief History of Garfield County, 
Oklahoma to Statehood

"A trip to Enid was surely a marvelous treat..." 
wrote Marquis James in THE CHEROKEE STRIP 
describing his childhood in Enid, Oklahoma in the 
1890s and 1900s. The noted historian Henry Steel 
Commager in his introduction to the book states, 
"Certainly it would be difficult to find a more char
acteristic American town than Enid. . .the boom town 
of the Cherokee Strip. It had come into existence 
overnight. On September 15, 1893, it was still un
broken prairie; on the evening of September 16, it 
was a city-what could be more American than that!"

In this article, "Cherokee Strip" and "Cherokee 
Outlet" will be used interchangeably to refer to a 
strip of land 58 miles wide stretching for about 220 
miles along the Kansas border just west of Bartles
ville, OK to the eastern boundary of the Oklahoma 

panhandle (Map I). This strip is correctly called the 
Cherokee Outlet. (The actual Cherokee Strip is 2 1/2 
miles wide and extends for 276 miles along the 
southern Kansas border. It was caused by conflict
ing surveys of Cherokee lands in 1837 and 1854 and 
is now part of Kansas.)

Until the Land Run of Sept. 16, 1893, the story of 
the Cherokee Outlet largely involves the Cherokee 
Indians. How they came to Oklahoma is a sad and 
complicated part of American history. The Chero
kee homeland was an area which comprised parts of 
Tennessee, Georgia, and the Carolinas. In 1817, 
some of them moved "voluntarily" to Arkansas. 
When white settlers encroached on them, they 
moved farther west into northeastern Oklahoma un
der a treaty with the government in 1828 which 
created the Cherokee Outlet as a perpetual hunting 
outlet to the West. Those moving "voluntarily" had 
been farsighted. A removal treaty in 1835 led to the 
Trail of Tears when the remaining Cherokees in the 
East who could be rounded up were marched to 
Oklahoma during 1838-1839. It has been estimated
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Map I (From Boundaries of the United States and the Several States by Van Zandt)

that as many as 4,000 died during the trip. A small 
consolation in the 1835 treaty confirmed the 1828 
treaty granting the Cherokees the right to the Chero
kee Outlet as a route to the western hunting grounds. 
However, the Cherokees were not permitted to live 
on this land.

The uniting of the Cherokees in Oklahoma even
tually led to a period of prosperity and advancement. 
Unfortunately, the Civil War ended it. Initially, the 
Cherokees resisted involvement. Under continuing 
pressure, most of the tribe finally aligned with the 
Confederacy. A bad mistake! After the war, even 
though some Cherokees had sided with the Union, 
the government considered the tribe a conquered 
nation. Thus, all prior treaty rights were forfeited and 
their property could be confiscated. The Cherokees 
signed a treaty in 1866 which included the provision 
that the government could now settle other Indian 
tribes in the Cherokee Outlet. In 1867, the govern
ment started moving other tribes into the eastern part 
of the Outlet. As the tribes moved into the Outlet, 
they completely blocked the entrance from the 
Cherokee Nation making the outlet virtually useless 
to the Cherokees but not to others.

A booming cattle business grew up in the South
west during the Civil War. After the War, a strong 
demand for beef came from the East. The problem 
was how to get cattle from Texas to the Eastern 
markets. Driving them through the Cherokee Outlet 
to Kansas where the railroads were became attrac
tive. The Outlet had fine grass for grazing. If a ready 
market was not available, the cattle could even stay 
in the Outlet and graze while waiting. The Cherokees 

started charging for this privi
lege. To deal with the resulting 
problems and confusion, the 
cattlemen organized the 
Cherokee Strip Livestock As
sociation which signed a 5 
year lease with the Cherokees 
in 1883. The Association then 
sold leases to its members. 
This worked well for the cat
tlemen and Cherokees. (Note 
that the Chisholm Trail, which 
goes through the Outlet and 
passes through Enid, was 
heavily used for cattle drives.) 

Continuing pressure to open 
the Outlet to settlement caused 
the government to reject a new 
5 year lease in 1888. All cattle 

were ordered out of the Outlet by October 1, 1890. 
The government then offered to buy the land quite 
cheaply from the Cherokees. Fearing that the gov
ernment would just take the land if they refused, the 
Cherokees accepted the offer in 1893. President 
Grover Cleveland set Saturday, September 16,1893, 
at noon as the starting time for the Land Run.

It is estimated that 100,000 people made the Run 
and 40,000 obtained land. By dusk, Enid was a tent 
town of an estimated 10,000 people. These settlers 
were a hardy lot! At the time of the Run, the country 
was in an economic depression and the region was 
experiencing a drought and extremely high tempera
tures. Having endured these conditions to stake a 
claim, the settler now had to define the boundaries 
of the claim, register it, and frequently defend it 
against rivals. This often meant a long legal chal
lenge.

Successfully establishing a claim was just the 
beginning of the hardships. The settler next had to 
consider how to pay for the land as it was not free. 
The government expected the settlers to repay the 
payments which had been made to the Cherokee 
Nation. The land in Garfield County would cost 
either $1.50 or $2.50 per acre depending on its 
location.

A searing drought through the summers of 1894 
and 1895 caused crop failure. It wasn’t until 1897 
that the weather improved enough for good crops, 
especially wheat. In 1900, the government passed a 
Free Homes Bill which eliminated the settlers’ ob
ligation to pay for their land.
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Map II. This portion of "Oklahoma Territory" from Walker's International Atlas of1894 shows Enid and Wakomis 
(sic) on the Rock Island Pacific Railroad, but no boundaries for Garfield County.

Enid’s population indicates how the settlers were 
affected by conditions. From an estimated 10,000 
settlers on the night of Sept. 16,1893, the population 
dropped to approximately 1250 people in 1896. The 
1900 census showed 3,444. In 1907, the year of 
statehood, the population was 10,087. The popula
tion today is between 45,000 and 50,000.

A discussion of Garfield County wouldn’t be 
complete without mentioning the Enid Railroad 
War. Before the Run, the Rock Island Railroad had 
selected the site of North Enid to be its depot and 

town site. The government, suspecting a land fraud 
in the making, moved the site of Enid three miles 
south. There were two competing towns after the 
Run, and the trains refused to stop at the much larger 
government town. Thus, travellers and mail coming 
in by train went to North Enid and then were brought 
to Enid by wagon. On July 13, 1894, some "un
known" Enid citizens sawed a bridge and derailed a 
freight train. With the help of an act of Congress and 
a proclamation by President Cleveland, the trains 
started stopping in Enid on Sept. 16, 1894, exactly

Figure 2. This cover, possibly unique, shows the effect on postal service of the Enid Railroad War. Mailedfrom El 
Reno on May 28, 1894, the cover traveled north to North Enid (Backstamp) and marked "FOR WARDED/Northenid. .."It 
was then loaded on a wagon and carried three miles south to Enid (second backstamp).
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Map III. Garfield County post office locations. (From Garfield County 1893-1982).

one year after the Land Run Today, North Enid is a 
town of maybe 1,000 people and basically a suburb 
of Enid Its post office was discontinued in 1923.
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DOWNEY, CA 90239
California
01 Asilomar 1922 VF Ty. B 4-bar ties let green to VF RP (surf) MOT-55 LKU? 

(28 Dec) E8
02 Asilomar 1923 VF 4-bar ties let green to F RP (seagull) MOT-60 E8
03 Craftonville 1914 VG-F (bit rocked) Ty. B 4-bar ties Sc. 397 to VF 

Tournament of Roses souvenir PPC SBE-815 Attractive item E20
04 Del Rey 1908 G-VG ("REY" unclear on stamp) ties Sc. 300 to F PPC FRE-385 

EKU? (21? Sep) E5
05 Ethanac 1910 VG blue (light strike) 4-bar ties let green to VG PPC 

RIV-294 E10
06 Florence 1907 VF D.3/3 as rec.mk.(addr. side) on PPC LOS-1665 E6
07 Gibbs 1910 G-VG 4-bar(light strike £ o/s by m.c.) ties let green to 

VG viewcard SCR-595 E20-25 >
08 Henley 1902 F duplex (slight runoff) ties Sc. 300 to F PPC mailed to 

YREKA, redirected to GAZELLE w/respective rec. mks. SIS-937 E15-20
09 Lemon 1907 VG D.2/(# on removed stamp) on F viewcard LOS-2635 E6-8
10 Loma Linda 1909 VF Ty. A 4-bar ties sit. defect. Sc. 300 to VF 

promotional viewcard for the sanitarium SBE-1730 E15
11 Montrio 1914 F Ty. B 4-bar ties let green to VG sepia PPC (town BEV) 

used to SALTER, SASK (DPO) SON-2315 E15
12 Olive 190? G-VG D.l/2 ("CAL" & yr. date unstruck) ties let green to VG 

viewcard ORA-895 E6
13 Santa Fe Springs 1909 F duplex ties let green to VG viewcard LOS-7070 

E6-8
Canal Z.pne.
14 Balboa 1924 VF env. H£G B9 pmk BALBOA used to PEDRO MIGUEL (Dredging 

Division). Env has fold crease, rec mk. £ F ptd corner of local pistol 
& gun club. Min.Bid 18.

Colorado
15 Price Creek 1942 VF It purple 4-bar ties 2-l/2ct Hale issues to reused 

PPC (stamp gone) orig. mailed in 1912. Mess. £ addr. erased E10-12
Hawaii - See also lot 36
16 Kohala 1904 VG duplex ties Sc.319 to small, sit aged env.opened rough

@ rt clipping the UR corner of stamp. GLOUCESTER, MASS m.c. rec mk. E35
Idaho
17 Fraser 1909 VF D.3/(# unclear on stamp) ties Sc.300 to VF viewcard E15 
Ipwa - See lot 35
Minnesota - see lot 33
Nebraska
18 Negunda 1874 Purple "Negunda Neb//ll/24/74" ms pmk w/ double pen-strike 

killer on bit soiled pse U82 opened @ left just touching pmk. Scarce. 
Min. Bid. 40

Maryland - see lot 32
New Mexico
19 Cambray 1940 F (bit rocked) 4-bar ties let Prexie to VF viewcard E6-8
20 Montoya 1909 VG-F Ty. 3(Todsen) ties Sc. 300 to sound viewcard (crease) 

E20
New York
21 Craigeclare 1907 VF It. purple D.3/3 as rec. mk. virtually in the clear 

on PPC E10
22 South Edmeston 1910 F D.3/(# unclear) ties let green to PPC E5
Ohio
23 Ankenytown 1911 F D.3/2 ties let green to gtgs PPC E8-10
24 Havana 1912 F-VF D.3/4 ties let green to Xmas PPC LKU?(23 Dec) E6-8 
Oregon - See also lot 30
25 Boyd 1908 F D.2/2 ties Sc.300 to F NYC viewcard E6-8
26 Dalles c. 1866 Mostly clear blue WELLS, FARGO Ty. E Frank on pse U59 

mailed to San Francisco. Sit. reduction on both sides o/w VF; probably 
unlisted Leutzinger Ty. 12-3 for this town. Scarce? Min. Bid 100

27 Harbor 1938 F 4-bar ties Sc.785 to F viewcard E5
28 Illahe 1936 VF 4-bar ties l+l/2ct Harding to clean favor env. w/ms 

p.ra. ret. addr. w/signature E8
29 Narrows 1910 F Ty A 4-bar ties let green to F romance PPC E15 
Pennsylvania - See lot 34
Washington
30 Riverside 1908 F-VF D.2/4 ties Sc.319 to "logging" viewcard w/ F (double 

struck) RUTLEDGE OREG rec. mk. E25
PellSI Fata? - See lot 26
R.P.O.
31 Bozeman £ Garrison/MAR/4/WEST/1896/RPO VG Unlisted cds w/ cork killer on 

2ct red on It. brown Northern Pacific Railroad Company env. opened ragge 
@ rt. Stamp is central £ unaffected. Ptl. WEISER b/s Scarce? E30-40(?)

Foreign Uses To:
32 Holland 1899 5ct rate w/U362 + Sc. 268 pmk w/Baltimore f.c. plus NYC 

Barry m.c. £ Rotterdam deds rec. mk. E8-10
33 Sweden 1903 5ct rate w/ U385 + Sc. 300, 301 w/ Hoffman (Minn) duplex 

plus Int. "FOR.B’CH" m.c. to Magniskog(?) w/ no rec. mk. E10-15
34 Cameroun 1937 21ct registered use from Pittsburgh to Lolodorf w/ bold

rec. mk. Tough "missionary" item E18-20
35 Germany 1895 5ct rate w/ U311 + Sc. 264, 267 w/ Council Bluffs duplex 

and F Dresden bridge-type rec. mk. E6-8
36 Holland 1920 5ct rate w/3ct pse + 2ct red w/ Honolulu Univ. m.c. and 

F bridge- type rec. mk. of Scheveningen

La Posta Subscribers' Auction rules apply. Minimum 50% bid, please, exoep 
where a minimum bid is noted. Photocopies for SASE.

CLOSING DATE: DECEMBER 1 , 1994 (NOON. PACIFIC) 
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Territorial Postmarks of Garfield County, Oklahoma

None Known

Town
Type # Style
BARR (4899-1906)

Earliest Known Latest Known Notes

BEARDIE (1896-1898)
None Known

BISON (1901-Date)
1. CDS 25 Jan 1902 25 Oct 1907

BLOOMER (1893-1901)
1 CDS 20 Sep 1895 17 Oct 1895

BRECKENRIDGE (1901) Changed to Breckinridge 
None Known

BRECKINRIDGE (1901-1963)
None Known

BUCKLES (1898-1900)
None Known

CANTON (1897-1900)
1. CDS 28 Jan 1899

CARRIER (1897-Date)
1. DUPLEX 16 Dec 1901 1 Oct 1904

COLDWATER (1894-1905 & 1905-1906)
1. CDS
2. DOANE 3/2

1 Dec 1898 23 Jan 1899
5 Aug 1906

CONCORD (1894-1895)
None Known Site moved to Major County

COVINGTON (1903-Date)
1. CDS
2. DOANE 2/2

4 May 1903
25 Nov 1904 8 Nov 1907

CROPPER (1900-1908)
1. CDS 21 Apr 1900

DELNORTE (1896-1901)
None Known

DILLEY (1895-1905)
1 CDS 6 May 1899
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Territorial Postmarks of Garfield County, Oklahoma
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Territorial Postmarks of Garfield County, Oklahoma

None Known

Town
Type # Style
DOUGLAS (1903-Date)

Earliest Known Latest Known Notes

DRUMMOND (1901-Date)
1. CDS 20 Oct 1901 8 Jan 1907

EDGEWOOD (1898-1906)
1. CDS 21 Jun 1899

ELGIN (1894-1897)
None Known

ENID (1893-Date)
1 CDS
2. DUPLEX
3. CDS
4. CDS
5. DUPLEX
6. DUPLEX
7. MACHINE
8. DUPLEX

1 Oct 1893 28 May 1894
27 Jul 1894 29 Aug 1896

25 Nov 1896 18 Jan 1898
4 Oct 1898 14 Oct 1899

11 Nov 1899 18 Oct 1900
7 Jan 1901 15 Nov 1907

14 Jul 1903 ? Jun 1907 Doremus
25 Feb 1906 ? Sep 1907

FAIRMONT (1902-Date)
None Known

FANNIE (1893-1898)
None Known

GARBER (1894-Date)
1. CDS
2. DUPLEX

13 Apr 1900
5 Dec 1900

GLADIE (1902-1904)
None Known

GLENELLA (1893-1903)
1. CDS 18 Apr 1895 5 May 1900

GOFF (1899-1903)
1. CDS 27 Aug 1901

HAYWARD (1903-1963)
None Known

HIGHLAND (1894-1906)
1. CDS 15 Mar 1898
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Territorial Postmarks of Garfield County, Oklahoma
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Territorial Postmarks of Garfield County, Oklahoma
Town
Type # Style Earliest Known
HILLSDALE (1900-1905 & 1906-Date)
1. CDS 27 May 1902

Latest Known Notes

HUNTER (1901-Date)
1. CDS 16 Jan 1902

IMO (1895-1906)
1. CDS 28 Dec 1897 9 Apr 1899

JENNIE (1894-1900)
1. CDS 30 Dec 1897

JETMORE (1896-1900)
None Known

KREMLIN (1893-Date)
1 CDS
2. CDS
3. DUPLEX

4 Mar 1895
20 Dec 1897
14 Apr 1902

27 Feb 1899
26 Jul 1907

w/time in dial

LAHOMA (1894-Date)
1. CDS
2. DUPLEX

? May 1895
28 Jun 1902

28 Apr 1900
11 Feb 1905

LUELLA (1894-1902)
1. CDS 31 Oct 1901 Changed to Fairmont

MAXWELL (1894-1895)
None Known

McCARDIE (1894)
None Known Changed to Garber

NORTH ENID (1894-1923)
1. CDS 28 May 1894 7 Sep 1894
2. CDS ? Nov 1895 ? May 1896
3. DUPLEX 10 Jan 1899
4. DUPLEX 14 Sep 1907 21 Sep 1907

ONYX (1894-1903)
None Known

PANA (1895-1902)
1. CDS 21 Jan 1897

POTTER (1895-1904)
None Known
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Territorial Postmarks of Garfield County, Oklahoma
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Territorial Postmarks of Garfield County, Oklahoma

None Known

Town
Type # Style
RELIEF (1899-1900)

Earliest Known Latest Known Notes

SHANER (1894-1904)
1. CDS 27 Apr 1895 27 Jan 1900

SIBLEY (1894-1899)
1. CDS ? Apr 1898 2 Mar 1899

SKELLETON (1894-1904)
1. CDS 7 May 1897 31 Oct 1899

SPENCER (1897-1901)
None Known

STACY (1899-1901)
None Known

TRIPP (1902-1903)
None Known

WAUKOMIS (1893-Date)
1. CDS
2. CDS
3 DUPLEX

1 Mar 1895
3 Dec 1898 10 Oct 1899 w/time in dial
14 Jul 1900 3 Mar 1907

WHITE (1894-1903)
None Known

WILCOX (1895-1903)
1. CDS 12 Sep 1899

WILDWOOD (1894-1905)
1. CDS 1 Jan 1900

ZANGWILL (1897-1905)
1. CDS 11 Sep 1900

ZYBRA (1898-1903)
1. CDS 11 Dec 190?
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Asher and Samuel Marks

THE MARKS BROTHERS OF ROSEBURGH,OREGON
Circa 1853-1894

By Charles W. Deer
One of the largest accumulations of postal history 

obj ects to come to light in the Pacific Northwest, was 
the correspondence of the customers, friends & rela
tives of the Marks Brothers — Asher, Samuel and 
Saul of Roseburg(h), Oregon. This massive accumu
lation of 19th century mail is commonly called the 
Marks Correspondence. The correspondence origi
nally contained numerous outstanding pieces of 
early Oregon, California, Washington, and other 
states postal history. Since its discovery over fifty 
years ago, the Marks Correspondence has become 
widely dispersed throughout the postal history 
hobby. The purpose of this article is to provide 
collectors with some background on these early 

businessmen responsible for saving so many of the 
jewels which grace our collections.

The Marks Brothers business consisted of a gen
eral mercantile store that stocked and sold food and 
clothing, as well as some forms of hardware. Postal 
history evidence suggests that this was done from 
about 1853 to the late 1880s and possible later.

The Marks Brothers were granted a license to do 
business in 1853 in Roseburgh. There is also evi
dence that they formed partnerships to do business 
in the nearby towns of North Canyonville and Myrtle 
Creek. The first North Canyonville general mer
chandise and grocery store was owned by Marks, 
Sidemen & Co. In 1874 Hymen Wollenberg became 
a partner in Marks, Woolenberg & Company, and 
subsequently bought the Myrtle Creek store.
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Figure 1.

Samuel Marks was listed in the Oakland precinct 
census in 1859. Saul and Asher Marks were listed in 
the Roseburgh precinct census in 1868. However, 
sometime in 1860, Saul moved to San Francisco 
where he evidently became a broker or purchasing

Figure 2.

agent for the Marks Brothers stores in Oregon. Fig
ure 1 illustrates a letter datelined San Francisco Sept 
25, 1869 addressed to brother Asher.

The Marks’ Building, at the northwest corner of 
Jackson and Washington streets in Roseburg, was 
built in 1878 (Figure 2). It remained standing until 
just recently when it was tom down to make room 
for a modern chain store. In recent years, the Build
ing had been converted into a movie theatre (Figure 
3).

The Marks Brothers emigrated to the United 
States from Poland sometime before 1853. Oregon 
census records from Roseburgh also show that a 
William Friedlander came from Poland and is listed 
by occupation as a clerk. Their ages in the Oregon 
1860 Census were: Samuel 26, Asher 24 and Wm. 
Friedlander 24. Evidently, Friedlander become a 
partner in Marks & Co, and subsequently sold his 
interest and moved to San Francisco in 1886. Many 
of the Marks Correspondence covers were addressed 
to him, so evidently he was well know by the cus
tomers and an important employee.

After forty years in business, Asher Marks died of 
a heart attack in Portland at the home of his nephew 
Nathaniel Wolff. He was not married at the time & 
did not leave a family. His obituary is reproduced 
in Figure 4.

One of the company’s invoices is shown in Fig
ure 5. Some of the items include a corset, flannel, 
muslin, slippers, nutmeg, allspice, coffee, and a 
white shirt. Also note the two cent revenue stamp 
which was required at that time. Another invoice 

mentions bacon, 300 bu. of barley & 
a boys hat. In addition, as you can see 
at the top of the invoices Drugs & 
Chemicals were also sold and pay
ment was required in U.S. Gold coin 

While most of the mail was sent 
overland via expresses operated by 
Wells, Fargo & Company and others, 
merchandise and larger items were 
sent by steamer to Portland and then 
overland to Roseburgh by wagon. 
There is also evidence that some 
things were shipped by water as far as 
Scottsburg on the Umqua River, and 
overland to Roseburgh. This route 
would have been somewhat shorter 
from San Francisco and consequently 
less expensive.
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Figure 3. In recent years 
the Marks' Building served as 
a theatre in Roseburg.

Fuigure 4.

AJHEH MARKS, R0SEBVR6.
Asher Marks. a retired merchant of Roeebilg, died suddenly yeaterday morning at the home 

of hta nephew, Nathaniel Wolff, ipff Clay street! Ha had been a sufferer from heart trouble for 
about three month®, and came to Portland frcfsi Roseburg three weeks ago for medical assist
ance. He felt much encouraged after his arrfvp here, asd was expecting to arise from his bed 
yeaterday morning at A when the dread roesatpger His nephew and his nurse ware both 
with him as be passed peaceably away. I *

Mr. Marks was a native of Poland. SB of age, and a bachelor. Ha "began business in 
Roseburg 40 years ago. and retired with rooH than a comfortable competency tn 1894. He was 
very popular In Douglas county, and was reputedly sought'as a candidate for vartooe offices, bat 
always declined the honor. A younger brothe^ fc. Marks, of Roseburg, alee a retired merchant, 
and the family of Nathaniel Wolff, of <hla dw hie only relatives Sn America. *

The funeral will take place today at 1J0 M^ from the residence of Mr. Wolff. and lbs - 
Fortuna Muonic fraternity. u w.0 u the orti, c Ella. wfll pnrUeW*.: TM runnlu wUl >•/ , 
hiterr«d la B»th luaol cttnetcry.'
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Payable in U. S. Gold Coin.

Figure 5. This Marks & Co. invoice lists the kinds of items typical of those the company provided its wide ranging 
customers.

One of the most surprising things about the covers 
and cards in the accumulation, is that they were kept 
intact and in good condition for well over 100 years 
and some for as long as 140 years.

The area covered by the Marks Brothers retail 
business was great considering the limited modes of 
transportation available at the time. In all, there were 
16 counties with over 60 towns and cities repre
sented in Oregon alone. In addition, there were sev
eral towns in northern California, such as Yreka, 
Santa Rosa, Petaluma and Red Bluff

These covers were first made available to postal 
historians around 1940 by a Portland attorney who 
submitted an ad in Western Stamp Collector. Wal
lace Potter and Percy Murray were the first to answer 
the ad, and subsequently bought the bulk of the 
collection. Many early towns, such as North Can
yonville, were represented by numerous covers and 

consequently became quite commonly available. As 
late as the 1950’s collectors were selling clean cov
ers from North Canyonville from the 1870’s for as 
little as fifteen cents in Portland. Consequently, most 
every postal history collector with an interest in 
Oregon has an item or two from the Marks Corre
spondence. On the other hand, some of the towns 
represented in the Correspondence were only in 
existence for a year or two during the latter part of 
the nineteenth century. Without the Marks Corre
spondence, we would have no examples of mail 
originating from some of these post offices.Plates I 
and II illustrate some typical covers of the Marks 
Correspondence.

REFERENCES
Douglas County Museum
Umqua Trapper 
Plaindealer 
Bridges Notebooks
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PLATE I
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PLATE II
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f^n-Standard post markers, ca. 1879

by ‘Tom Ctarfa

(The 1879-use Elmhurst IL ad postal
X card shown Is an interesting one offer

ing postmarking devices for sale. Do any La 
Posta readers have other, similar direct-mail 
advertising cards related to cancelers?

CanceTer standardization
By 1879, the POD had long since begun 

(starting in 1799) to standardize canceling de
vices with government-contracted instruments 
in all but the smallest post offices. With the 
—-—,—.......™ advent of the Civil

f

War, this was 
manifestly true in 
great and small cities, 
as access to covers of 
the time (see next 
page) from large and 
medium-sized offices, 
which show their 
parallel postmark

1878

Allrm EXOELSIpi B7BBE3 STAMP 00,,.,.
1 00'., ru. ■ \

UNPARALLELED OFFER!
On receipt of price we will send prepaid either of the below Vulcan

ized Rubber warranted to last five years, with a case of Dates for
the next ten years^l^,. Pads, etc., complete. Send stamp for pur large 
circular showing twelve^dgffejent styles of Daters, and other miscellaneous 
Stamps, for Post Office use. Dattr, jp-rtct 33.00.

Stamp

JUN C

Research
ing the manu
facturers of 
cancelers and 
the middle
men distribut- 
er/suppliers, 
is an ongoing, 
frustrating 
task, given
the paucity of data. The words of correspon
dent Frank Scheer (Alexandria VA), who of
fered the card shown here, are important:

[Further] examples that are identified could 
assist researchers who are studying non-stand
ard postmarker usage.

JUN 
18 
1878

types, will attest.

However, the lowest mail volume offices 
were allocated no funds for their marker pur
chases and their postmasters had to locate 
sources and pay for them out of their own 
pockets. But the Elmhurst card draws atten-
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These postmark pairs represent a few of the standardized (government-sanctioned) designs 
supplied through firms like Goldsborough's (and from the late 19th century through POD supply 

in Washington), designed by die-cutter sub-contractors like the Chambers family:
1) Plattsburgh NY, 1827; Morristown NJ, 1821. 2) New Haven CT, 1858; Qunicy IL, 1859.

3) Alexandria VA, 1864; Springfield IL, 1868.
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tion to the fact that large offices sometimes 
prevailed upon private suppliers for their post
marking needs as well.

The La Posta article in July 1994, "Early 
Philadelphia Wessons, in Context," suggested 
that Philadelphia, by then having fallen to the 
second largest office, of course received gov
ernment sponsored and paid devices. Howev
er, Philadelphia, along with many other post 
offices, continued to deal with entrepreneuri
al handstamp inventors/salesmen on an ad 
hoc basis.

The turning point in the government’s in
sistence on being the lone standardized suppli
er seems to have come circa October 1889. 
Based on the ad activity mentioned below in 
the United States Postal Guides, the POD put 
a halt to individual firms’ postmark sales ac
tivity. This final action particularly applies to 
first class mail cancelers and other distinct 

mail services such as registry, including rural, 
fourth class offices.

The new 1885-style duplexes (see the last 
page) would soon took charge of the field, 
even as experimental electric cancelers were 
being tested. The resulting monotonous look 
of cancellations, even more so after the 
machine types were perfected, is obvious.

Despite the spread of standardized marker 
styles through the 1860’s, singular styled post
marks continued to appear into the 1870’s 
and 1880’s (especially drop mail, local use can
celers, see below). These are found at other
wise "standardized" large offices as well as the 
smallest fourth class post.

The attraction for collectors to study pe
culiar, "non-standard" postmarkers is strong. 
Lucky owners of rare early postal supply 
catalogs, plus those who have examples of 
similar postal card ads, can help shed needed

2 1
8 Aly.

a

No. 5 Barclay Street, New York, t

The New York local canceler and a Philadelphia DISPATCHED marking for use on mail destined by rail 
for New York City and environs: locally produced or special products from Government suppliers?

•NISTAf

si E. C. BRIDGMAN, 
tMajs, CMs.BooksauflPrints ’! f A Nil £
) PATENT CONGRESS TIE ENVELOPES, | 

c 5 C 
i.
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BRASS, STEEL, RUBBER, AND RIBBON STAMPS.
Bragi, price 95-00.

79

MAY 5
6 Pm

POSTMASTERS,
We have the greatest variety 
of stamps made in the United 
States.

Before purchasing send for 
our 48-page catalogue, contain
ing over one hundred different 
styles of Post Office Daters 
alone.

Ribbon, price 910.00. Two earlier advertisements, 
from the October 1881 Guide, 
showing other styles, including 
the so-called "Goldsborough" 

brass marker (why not of more 
substantial steel?)- Note the 

same marker illustrated by the 
Philadephia supplier several 

pages hence.

Eureka Rubber Dater, price §3.00.Steel, price §5.00.

THE VERY BEST OFFER YET.
A Postmaster's Complete Outfit for $2.85,

WARD & ADAMS, Aurora, ID.Till, style dater, or any other style, 
shown In any circular.

A P. 0. Dater, Dates for 10 years, Tweezers, etc., 
a P. 0. Inking Pad, six single-line Stamps, a three- 
line Registry Card Stamp, P. M.’s Name Stamp, and 
our Recipe for all kinds of Rubber Stamp Inks.

New plates for worn out Daters, 75 cents.
These goods are warranted equal to the best in all 

respects.
Sent, post-paid, to any address, only ou receipt of 

price. Address

light on this topic by sharing your finds.

Mini signboards
The decades prior to the new 1885-9 post

marker policies were alive with assorted types 
and varieties of cancels. The Elmhurst Rub
ber Stamp Company card represents one of

Besides the Elmhurst non-standards, several enig
matic non-standard cancels at hand include: 

Portsmouth Grove Rl, ca 1864; 
Winchester Centre CT, 1886;

and Philadelphia PA, 1860 (if not a "non-stand
ard. then surely a special order!). 

dozen(s) of independent suppliers attempting 
to entice postal decision-makers to direct a 
share of postal appropriations in their direc
tion. Adoption of postal cards in 1873 was a 
boon to them. One very reasonable cent per 
mini signboard that could be precisely dir
ected and dependably delivered into the hands 
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of the suppliers’ unique market.

What of the postmarker types displayed 
on these "signboards?" Was any office allow
ed to make use of them? Columbus, Ohio 
was hardly a small, Fourth Class office in the 
late 187O’s. The best quick source the writer 
could locate shows Columbus with 88,000 
people in 1899, possibly 75,000 in 1878, the 
date on the illustrated cancel. As the third 
largest city in Ohio at the time, it definitely 
should be using government approved and 
supplied stampers. Latitude in the POD in 
1879 must have been broad enough to allow 
Columbus’ postmaster to choose a bargain 
canceler when it came along.

Atlanta GA, too, with approximately 
60,000 souls circa 1880, would also be expect
ed to use POD-sanctioned 
mechanisms. However, at 
least for the Money Order 
Business window, again, there 
was the evident ability to con
tract with a small outfit to 
supply hand cancelers, not
withstanding the postal govern
ment’s expanding controls.

‘Explanations?
Is it possible that in the 

1870’s and early 1880’s, Post 
Office headquarters sanction
ed —while of course mandat
ing strict stylistic parameters- 
a wide number of suppliers 
from which to choose? If that 
is correct, considering contem
porary "Big East" business in
fluence, why would a minor 
firm in Elmhurst, Illinois (35 
miles west of Chicago, with an 
1870’s population barely over 
1,000) get onto that selective 
list?

It would not be unreason
able for a state’s Congressmen 
to insist on local suppliers for 
their region’s post offices. 
This would help to provide his 
constituency with a con
tinuous, if small, infusion of 

needed cash. Probable explanations seem end
less as the plot thickens.

In 1885 ...
What available clues help to convince us 

of the USPO’s centralization of postmarker 
style and supply suggested above? The 1885 
Postal Guide contains no information either 
way regarding required use of government 
devices. It does, however, quote the Act of 
March 4, 1882 stating that Fourth Class offi
ces were [finally] permitted government sup
plied scales and cancelers to the value of five 
dollars, which would remain government pro
perty on succession of the next postmaster.3

Interestingly (below), a copy of the Decem
ber 1885 monthly update to the Postal Guide

PUBLISHED BY
CALLAGHAN AND COMPANY, Chicago.

Order No. 143. Post Office Department, Washington, D. C., July 28, 1685.
During the fiscal year ending June 30. 1886. all postmasters and railway postal clerks will bd supplied month

ly, by this Department, with the United States OHicial 1‘ostul Gaide, published by Callaghan & Co., 
f Chicago, Ill., us the only Official Organ of the Post Office Department.

WM. F. VILAS. Postmaster General. 

__ DECEMBER. 1885. [T^,50 
,ENDID 2 BLADED KNIFE EBEE TO POSTMASTERS 

THEIR CLERKS. Read advertisement in Postal Guide. November and Decem- 
•4. and January and February, 1885, BEFORE ORDERING KNIFE. Send 10 
■ tra for registering knife. Address____ GOOD CHEER. Greenfield, Mass.
. FBEE MAN, attorneys at law. H. D. MONEY,

(Eight Years Washington, d. c. (Four Years Chairman of Com. on Post
U. S. Attorney General.)_____________________________ Otiices. House of Representatives.)

FRY POSTMASTER SHOULD WRITE TO US WHEN-
v ever lie wants anything in the line of Post Office Furniture. 

OVe can furnish anything, from the largest complete outfit for a first- 
fclass office, down to the smallest cabinet for a fourth-class office. 
V? The unequaled Yale Lock 
And the rental be applied on 
(Pads, Street Letter Boxes, etc.
i
page 3.

THE YALE &

Boxes will 
purchase.

Send for

be rented on easy terms 
Full line of Stamps, Ink 
sixty-page catalogue. See

TOWNE M’F’G CO.
STAMFORD, CONN. 
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features a front page ad by the Yale & Towne 
MTg Co., Stamford Conn., touting some of 
the postal products listed in their 60-page 
catalog4:

The unequaled Yale Lock Boxes _. [plus their] 
full line of [hand] Stamps, Ink Pads, Street Letter 
Boxes .... [These sup
plies are appropriate 
for] a first-class of
fice down to the 
smallest cabinet for a 
fourth-class office.

From the same 
issue of the monthly 
Guide comes another 
illustration of a busi
ness hopeful of garn
ering a piece of the 
action (right). Is 
anyone able to sup
ply decent examples 
on cover of these 
same cancels, much 
less the exact same 
cancels used in oth
er cities?

Yet another ad 
(next page) from De
cember 1885 is from 
John Goldsborough. 
He was the Philadel
phia supplier of hand
stamps, and possibly 
an official quadrenni
al contract-holder of 
the POD. He contin
ues to offer his wares 
through late 1885. 
(Whether the devices 
were actually his 
manufacture or the 
products of the Sam
uel Chambers dynas
ty of die engravers of 
Washington DC and 
Virginia, is not fully 
understood.)5

Also the 15 Stamps as shown here.

J. E. NORWOOD, P.M. 
E. WOOD, Ass’t P. M. 
RICHMOND, N. H. 
REGISTERED NO. 
ADVERTISED.
Held for Postage.
UNCLAIMED. 
CORRECT.
DUE 2 CTS.
DUE 4 CTS. 
MISSENT.
FORWARDED.
Third Class Matter.
POSTAGE DUE. 
Returned to Writer.

26.

NOV t
29 <
1877

VM.O.B y

Note the Golds
borough distinctions 
between marker me

tals. Steel items were supplied for the larger, 
heavy use offices. Less costly, softer metal 
brass devices were available for lighter duty 
third and fourth class offices. And, as well, 
the company supplied rubber stamps, etc. Per
haps, after all, Goldsborough was only the

POSTMASTERS USE THE “BEST” GOODS.
TO POSTMASTERS ONLY. No fav until you get the goods and test them. For $3.00 /

■will send by mail my "BEST ' P. O. Dater and Canceler, Pads, Ink, Dates 
for ten years, in lYalnut Case, with Tweezers and fifteen one-line 

stamps, and everything to use the stamps with.
No reduction mode when Canceler is not wanted, but we will put Dater and Canceler 

on same or separate handle, ns desired. Order by number.
Any one of these Daters with the 15 Stamps for #3.00, or without the 15 Stumps, #2.00

23.
24.

13
1878

E. S. MILLER, Dear Sir: Inclosed find P. O. order 
for $3.50, amount due for Stamps and Dater. I am well 
pleased with them.

JOHN WHETLEY, P. M., Milville, Cal.

25
1881

25.

Mr. E. S. MILLER, Dear Sir: The Dater and Stamps 
you manufactured for this office are received and tested, 
for which I inclose I2.25, balance due for same. You 
will please accept my thanks for your promptness, and 
allow me to say they are decidedly the best thing for 
the price I have seen. Every letter and figure is clear 
and distinct, saving much labor. Twice the price could 
not induce me to be without them.

HENRY C. GILLIAND, P. M., Catersville, Texas.

NOV
5

1881

Black Canceling Ink 
that will work well 
with Metal or any 
Daters.
Small can.... as cts. 
Medium can.. 50 cts.
Large can . . . .$1.00.
Good Inking Pad for 

Metal Daters, 5 ins. in 
Diameter. Price 50c.
Ink and Pad, postage 

paid on receipt of price. 
Rubber cenccling corks 

for Metal Daters, 
% doz. 60c. 1 doz. Si.

E. S. MILLER, Dear Sir: I likethe Datervery much. 
WARREN P. HUNT, P. M., Lewistown, Idaho.

In ordering, send 75 cents in postage stamps, to pay packing and postage on the package, and when you get 
the goods, remit $3.25, or if the goods arc not what I represent them to be, return them, and I will remit you 6s 
cents.

All I ask is FAl R PLAY. Do not order these goods unless you need them, and will pay for them promptly 
if they are as represented.

1 hese Stamps never need cleaning and will always give a perfect impression, if my Ink is used.
Postmasters not needing the one-line stamps can have the Dater, Canceler, Ink, and Pads for $2. The x$ 

Stamps. $<.00. J
Twenty-five per cent, discount on Dater Outfits when cash in full comes with order.
Send 7c. in stamps for our Catalogue of Stamps, and Alphabets and Figures, Name and Business Stamps, and 

sample* of Comic Envelopes, Bill Heads, Post Office Note aud Letter Heads, Statements, Etc. Address,
Please mention December Postal Guide. E. S. MILLER, Stamp and Printing House, NEWARK,’ OHIO

5



LA POSL4\NOVEMBER 1994 59

The Goldsborough Company continues to peddle duplex cancelers in late 1885.

The J. Goldsborough Patent Marker 
and Canceler. A first-class metal stamp, made 
of Steel, with 3/bnZAs, Days, Years and Hour 
dates. Ai«o a first-class stamp, made of HARD, 
DURABLE BRASS, for 8d and 4th class Post 
Ofiiccs. Complete with dates, ink pad and Ink. 
Rubber Stamps, Seal Presses, Consecutive Num
bering Machines, Bank and Railroad Stamps.

J. COLDSBOROUGH,
P. O. Box 583. Office, 619 Walnut, St., 

PHILADELPHIA, PA.

19th century equivalent of today’s Office De
pot-type business department store. Such ads 
as these were in their heyday, but were not to 
last for long.

!By 1889 ...
A three year gap in the writer’s collection 

of monthly Guides recommences in February 
1889. There are handstamp ads aplenty up 
through September.

During the 1880’s the advertising bug had 
caught hold. One sees the dramatic differ
ence, in general, between 1885 and 1889 
monthly Guides by the significant increase in 
advertising space over
all. Wholesalers and 
retailers are intent on 
convincing their mono
lithic audience that, 
as postmasters, they 
could —and should— get 
rich selling this or that 
for handsome profits. 
Postmasters were encour
aged by Guide publish
ers on the very first 
page to share their 
Guides with patrons, for 
everyone’s (especially 
the publisher’s, no 
doubt) largess.

Looking into the 
December issue, we find 
a dozen pages of close- 
typed magazine titles. 
They beg postmasters to 
engage in subscription 
service across the local 
postal counter. Anoth
er ad, a full pager, hope
fully queries: P.M. Are

you a Pusher? A 
far, naive cry from 
today, in 1889 terms 
this meant: are you 
the right person to 
solicit/annoy your 
neighbors and pa
trons enough to take 
our Wide Awake!

and Home Magazind!\

In December 1889, the U.S. Postal Guide 
hawks free gold watches, the eternal hernia 
trusses, S2 washing machine tubs, and a fine 
deal on a revolver: only $2.55, versus the 
regular price of $4.50! There are ads for en
velopes, pens, sewing machines, music boxes, 
home organs, Beecham’s Pills, and Travelers 
Insurance.

Between March and September there had 
been grand continuous handcanceler advertise
ments (below and next page) by the firms of 
W.H. Sadler (Baltimore), E.S. Miller (Newark 
OH), Herman Baumgarten (DC), and A.S.

Herman Baumgarten,
- - Contractor to the P. 0. Department for- - - - -  

Rubber Stamps & Stamp Supplies.
529 Seventh St., Corner of F St., 

WASHINGTON, D. C.
$1 ,25 Band Dater, for "Will furnish 3d and 4th class Post Oiucch, Railway Braes Wheel Dater.
Railway Mall Clerks. Mail Clerks ami Route Agents with Stamps and supplies, $3.00 for M. 0. B. 

at the prevailing luw prices of his cuntract with the De
partment.

SELF-INKING I) ATI NG ST A MI'S at $1.50, complete for Registry Business. 
MODEL or ATLAS BAND DATES at $1.25, complete for Money-Order Business.
LINE STAMPS.......................................10 cents, wh | BELF-BUPPLYING PADS... .15, 25, and 40 cents

WAX SEALS............................. Jl.oii.
Seals for Notaries, Lodges and Societies from $2/0 up. Send 10 cents for illustrated CaU’oguu, 144 pages. All 

<ooda first-class and in strict conformity with P. O. Regulations.

POST OFFICE DATERS.
Our '•Flexible” Dater, $1.00; “Durable” Dater, $1.50 and “Eureka” Dater, $.2.00.

With a complete set of dates for ten years, tweezers and a self-inking p»vl, any co]nr or old Btyle Ink and pads 
state whether or not you wish canceller attached. Valuable Scamp Ink Recipe Free with order.

F. P. Hammond & Co established this business over seventeen years ago, and during the past year we have 
received thousands of testimonials from persons using our goods.

will furnish with any order for Baters or P. O. Account Books Fifteen Unc Stamps for 50c. addi
tional, throe of which ran be changed to any wording, nml the balance will be such as Registered No . Return to 
writer, Ajc. Lins Staaips to Order 10c., Regular 5c. See our “Ads ■’ in Postal Guide for past ten years

We have over two hundred different dater designs to select from.
S. CO., Successors to F. 1*. Hammond A: Co., Aurora, Ill.
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Carter (Denver) --as successor to F.P. Ham
mond of Aurora IL.6 True, the December 
1889 issue does carry a Yale & Towne adver
tisement (next page), but it only specifies, as 
do several similar businesses, furniture and 
lock box fronts and hardware. Not one ad is 
found by December mentioning handcan
celing devices. They would not appear again.

It is clear that the U.S.P.O.D. authorities

ROCK BOTTOM PRICES.
No. 1 Outfit Includes any Dater and Canceler combined, 

or Hoparate : Luk and Pa*la and 15 one line Stamps 
utawn on thia page, for 82.00. No. 2 

Outfit, any Dater and Canceler, Ink 
and Pads, for ftl.50. No. 3 Outfit, 

15 line Stamps, for Hl.00.
Terms Cash or Postage Stamps with Order. These 

goods will not be sent on approval at these prices.

59.

These are the 15 stamps given in my $2.00 
Outfit. (See above.)

A. J. AUSTIN, P. M. ; 
A.S. REED, Asst. P.M. f| 
POPLAR BLUFF, Mo. ’= 
REGISTERED NO. h 
ADVERTISED.
Held for Postage.
UNCLAIMED. ill 
CORRECT. lit 
DUE 2 CTS. Ih 
DUE 4 CTS. il! 
MISSENT. . ?S 
FORWARDED. I; 
Third Class Matter. !■ 
POSTAGE DUE. H 
Returned to Writer. ’’

7 rent, for Catalogue of Ink an.l Pa.Is, 1"1'
Busiin-sM Stamp.-1, and samples of Envelopes, bill Heads, 
P. O. Note and Letter Head*, Statements, etc. Address,

E. S. MILLER'S Stamp & Printing House, 
Please mention Sept. Postal Gome. NEWARK,O. 

had taken, in the Fall of 1889, ten years after 
the Elmhurst postal card solicitation, the final 
steps to all but drive out distinctive style and 
competition from the handstamp market. 
Recall that the standard hand cancel had long 
been instituted, in the Spring of 1885, as these 
New Orleans and DC examples illustrate.

This is the cancel style that the USPOD chose as its ul
timate, standard hand cancel.

However, opportunity was still abroad in 
the land, and to the POD’s unknowing cha
grin, on the horizon loomed hand powered 
and electric machine cancelers. Their ap
pearance would cause further alteration in the 
Governemnt’s plans. A renaissance in com
petition for POD contracts reared up among 
a dozen entrepreneurs and companies. The 
canceler design struggles of the 19th century 
were to play on into the twentieth.
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“Yale” P. O. Outfits.

THE above illustration shows one of the many arrangements of our
Post Office Outfits. We have already built many hundred 

of these outfits, of all sizes, adapted to every sort of room, and for 
use in every state and territory.

Plans, specifications and estimates will be submitted on receipt of 
length and width of room, height of ceiling (if overhead work is 
desired), and number of lock and call boxes required.

We have also prepared some attractive and convenient designs for 
cabinets, to set on store counters, from fifty boxes up, which are offered 
at very low prices.

It will pay every Postmaster to correspond with us before deciding 
upon any outfit for his office. Sixty-page catalogue on application. 
See page 1.

The Yale & Towne Mfg. Co.
STAMFORD, CONN.

NEW YORK, 62 Reade Street.

PHILADELPHIA, 15 No. 6th St.

CHICAGO, 64- Lake Street.

BOSTON, 224 Franklin Street.

The definitive monograph on 19th century 
postmark manufacturers, their styles and us
ages, along with the associate chronology of 
postal laws governing them is still to be writ
ten. By searching your postal cards and corn
er card covers, you can play a role in erasing 

our ignorance about these businesses and 
their products. Send any information and 
clear, contrasty copies (refundable) to:

Tom Clarke
Box 290145
Davie FL 33329-0145
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9(ptes

'Bond, Arthur H. "First United States 
Standardized Postmarks Were Distributed in 
1799". Postal History Journal, Vol 8 (June 
1962), p.26f.

2Drexel, George W. C. (Ed). Philadelphia 
Public Ledger’s Unrivaled Atlas of the World. 
Rand, McNally Company. Chicago. 1899.

3 United States Official Postal Guide 
(1885). "Ruling 1030," pg 550.

* United States Official Postal Guide. 
Second Series, Vol VII, No. 12 (Dec 1885). 
Callaghan and Company, Chicago.

5Correspondence with writer Richard 
Graham (Columbus OH), July 11, 1994.

6 United States Official Postal Guide. 
Second Series, Vol XI, Nos. 2-10, 12 (Mar- 
Oct, Dec 1889). The Brodix Publishing Co., 
Washington DC.

This 2-page spread (reduced to 70%) appeared in the March 1889 Postal Guide.

JAN
30

1889
zri

nvrnr No. s r— The Improved "Atlas" I* without doubt I lie best and simplest Dater and Can 
teller ever offered to postmasters. All the dates, months and years are arranged on endless rubber 
bands and can be instantly changed by simply turning a pawl. In this way no tweexers or loose date* 
are heeded, in addition to dales from I to jr thcic arc the names oi the months, yearly dates from 
1RA9 to 1895, and also extra dies, via—' paid.” 'ent d." "acc pt -I" and “ree d " We oiler AQ
this outfit complete. with Ink, pads, etc , and the fitlccn one-line stamris shown below An
(first three altered to suit), at the remarkably low pin.. poM.ige prepaid, of........................

$1.48

ouK 98c
These Prices are Net Cash with 

Order in all cases

The Book for Everybody!

W. H. SADLER, Publisher,
Large poster fi>ix.*| Inches,) showing President Harrison's Cabinet, mailed to any address on receipt 

W three cents in stamps.

86

OUTFIT No. 4.—Or If the 15 one line atam|»s arc m*t wanted, we will furnish the 
above No. j outfit, postage paid. (or.............................................................................................................
Th fit ^ncri at t wzr < urA with o< «fr» . Au >,-hf rm ir,,h!. /tv rAl mail mf.ttlra.

A. O. Johnson, P. M. 
W.B. Tuttle, A.PM. 
Woodberry, Md.

Return to Writer. 
POSTAGE DUE. 
ADVERTISED. 
UNCLAIMED.

DUE 2 GTS.
DUE 4 CTS.
REGISTERED NO.
CORRECT.

Third Class Matter.
MISSENT.
FORWARDED.
HELD FOR POSTAGE.

37
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Figure 1

AUXILIARY MARKINGS: Update on Mail Chute Delays
By Randy Stehle

In the last issue of La Posta (Vol. 25, No. 4) I 
wrote about mail chute delays. After the article ap
peared, I received several interesting letters from 
some of the readers containing additional informa
tion and examples of these markings.

Figure 1 shows the earliest usage of such a 
marking that I have seen. It was applied in Boston in 
late 1910 and reads, "Delayed through stoppage 
of/mail chute in private building./Not fault of P.O. 
Dept." The marking raises a number of questions. 
The Post Office Department had to approve all mail 
chutes, and once approved the chutes fell under the 
Department’s control. The fact that the chute was in

Figure 2.
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a "private building" seems unimpor
tant. If the chute was not used prop
erly, then the POD would not be at 
fault. If the chute had been used 
properly, but the POD had approved 
a faulty design, then the POD should 
be at fault. Of course, it is impossible 
to determine what caused the stop
page and who was at fault in this 
instance, but from the wording of 
this marking one could assume that 
the mail chute was either misused or 
the POD simply wanted to avoid tak
ing any blame (and possible litiga
tion).

Evidently improperly designed 
mail chutes were in use as evidenced 
by the following section reproduced 
at right from pages 197 and 198 in 
"Some Rochester Inventions" by 
Henry R. and George B. Selden 
(copyright 1936) in the Rochester 
Historical Society Publication Se
ries (Vol. XIV, 1936).

A very nice advertising cover 
from the Cutler Manufacturing 
Company is illustrated in Figure 2.

Many thanks to Bob Payne for 
the items used in Figure 1 and 2, as 
well as the extract by Selden and 
Selden. Thanks too to Henry Ber
thelot and James Ware for sending 
additional photocopies of mail chute 
stoppage auxiliary markings.

The Rochester Historical Society

While the patent laws of the United States are said to be 
among the most liberal in the-world, the criticism has been 
raised that they allow inventors but seventeen years in which 
to profit financially from an invention. James G. Cutler, a 
Rochester architect, and mayor of the city during the years 
1904-1907, secured a patent on a scientifically constructed 
mail chute for tall office buildings. Through a court error, 
that cost an innocent man a prison sentence, Mr. Cutler was 
granted immunity for all time from lawsuits over claims con
cerning the expiration of his patent. Mr. Cutler was the archi
tect employed by Frank W. Elwood in the construction of the 
Elwood Building, at Main and State Streets. Desiring some
thing new in the way of a convenient system for posting mail 
for the prospective teaants, Mr. Elwood asked his architect to 
devise an easy way to send letters down to the street level for 
collection. The construction of a mail chute proved a more 
difficult matter than it first seemed. Proportions had to be 
worked out to control the speed of the articles of mail dropped 
from the upper to the lower floors, so they would not suffer 
damage in descent. The possible differences in temperature 
on the various floors of the building had to be considered also, 
lest condensation operate to cause dampness, which might 
open sealed packets of mail. The Cutler mail chute proved a 
success, however, and Mr. Cutler secured a patent on the in
vention. The demand for mail chutes was large. Other build
ers entered the field and the result was a long series of law
suits for patent infringements. Regardless of local air condi
tions as well of patent rights, many builders emploved local 
tinsmiths to install mail tubes with results that sometimes 
proved unsatisfactory. It is said that in a town in Indiana 
where a local tinsmith had installed a mail tube, certain 
letters deposited therein having failed to reach their destina
tion, an investigation started by post office authorities re
sulted in the arrest of a mail carrier when some marked letters 
disappeared. The mail carrier, found guilty of meddling with 
United States’ mail, was given a prison sentence. He had 
been confined a year before a necessary repair job on the mail 
chute showed that a joint in the tin tube had become un
soldered, and the missing letters were found lying safely in a 
wall space between floors. Naturally, the innocent mail 
carrier was given his freedom. The Post Office at Washing
ton, to avoid further loss in this manner, made a ruling that 
thereafter no mail deposited in other than the Cutler mail 
chutes would be collected by post office employees.
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La Posta Publications Proudly Announces

A Major New Reference for Postal 
Historians & Genealogists

POSTMASTERS & 
POSTOFFICES
OF THE UNITED 

STATES
1782 - 1811

By Robert J. Stets

This 300+ page book is the result of the 
author’s four year search of the Letter Books 
of the Postmaster General, a previously under
utilized source of U.S. postal history informa
tion. Stets lists almost 3,000 post offices and

6,200 postmasters, thousands of whom were previously unreported in philatelic literature. More than 700 
"first postmasters" show dates of appointment earlier than previously published dates for those postmasters.

The book is divided into three major sections: 1) Postmasters listed alphabetically for the United States 
as a whole; 2) Post Offices listed alphabetically for the United States, and; 3) a state by state listing of post 
offices, their postmasters and dates of appointment. Each state listing is preceded by selected items from 
the PMGLetter Books so that other researchers will be encouraged to explore this resource in more detail.

A brief hi story of the U.S. Post Office preceds the master lists and reveals details of several activities that 
have hitherto received little or no philatelic publicity. The Washington-Cleveland-Detroit Express Mail of 
1807-08; the Washington-Athens-New Orleans Express Mail of 1807-09; the PMG’s Report of the new 
Distribution System that began about 1800 are among the subjects covered. Helpful appendices include a 
record of growth of the U.S. postal system, official records available in The National Archives and the 
Library of Congress, and a bibliography of previously published postal history publications for states east 
of the Mississippi.

Price: $32.50 (soft cover) or $42.50 (hard cover) postpaid
[La Posta subscribers see flyer enclosed with November 1994 issue for a special pre-publication offer]

Expect delivery in January 1995

Order from:

LA POSTA PUBLICATIONS
P.O. BOX 135 

LAKE OSWEGO, OR 97034 
(503) 657-5685 phone or fax
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POSTMARKS OF WASHINGTON TERRITORY
By Richard A. Long

Part 20 - Garfield County

ALPOWA (1874-1910, 1917-1923)
1. 2 CDS27.5 8 Mar 1884 Target

CENTRAL FERRY (1877-1881)
No examples reported

CHARD (1887-1911)
No examples reported

DEADMAN (1879-1880)
No examples reported

DIXON (1887-1891)
1. 1 MAN 26 Nov 1887 Manuscript

ILIA ( 1880-1915)
1. 2 MAN 22 Feb 1886 8 Mar 1886 Manuscript
2. 2 CDS27.5 12 Dec 1887
3. 1 CDS27.5 10 Mar 1889

MAY VIEW (1879-1959)
1. 2 MAN 19 Dec 1885

PATAHA (1871 -1878)
1. 2 MAN 19 Jan 1875 10 May 1877 Manuscri pt

PATAHA CITY (1879-1908)
1. 4 CDS28 9 Dec 1880 1 Aug 1881 Target
2. 13 CDS33.5 26 Aug 1881 21 Mar 1888 Star in Circle

PATAHA PRAIRIE (1873-1876) 
No examples reported

PEOLA (1880-1934)
No examples reported

PING (1889-1910) 
No examples reported

POMEROY (1878-open)
1. 1 MAN 16 May 1878
2. 6 CDS31.5 3 Mar 1880 21 Jul 1882 Cork
3. 1 CDS27.5 7 Nov 1882
4. 9 CDS32 25 Jun 1883 5 Aug 1884 Circular Grid
5. 6 CDS27 1 May 1884 28 Mar 1885 Target
6. 15 CDS30 28 Nov 1885 21 Sep 1887 Star in Circle
7. 3 CDS27.5 - Dec 1887 31 Oct 1889 Cork

Copyright 1994 by Richard A. Long
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GARFIELD COUNTY TERRITORIAL POSTMARKS

REFORM (1881-1884)
1. 1 MAN

TUKANNON (1867-1887)
1. 1 CDS29

26 Jun 1882

1- Jul 18 - Fancy

VERNON (1880-1881,1882-1889)
No examples reported

1

1

1

2 2 4

1 1
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GARFIELD COUNTY TERRITORIAL POSTMARKS

ALPOWA 1 .is rare, 2 reported, 1 with a bar in the year slot.

DIXON 1 is a unique manuscript marking, given as "Dixon's".

ILIA 1 is a rare manuscript; the 2 known were in McBride's November 1988 auction.
ILIA 2 is rare, 2 known, 1 in a collection, the other in the Landis catalog but 

without the T of WASH T visible.
ILIA 3 is a unique marking on a government postcard.

PATAHA 1 is a rare manuscript, 2 known, McBride's 1970 & Zimmerman 1975.

PATAHA CITY 1 is rare, 4 known, 2 reported as magenta markings.
PATAHA CITY 2 is common, often blurred or distorted, several reported purple.

POMEROY lisa unique manuscript marking.
POMEROY 2 is rather scarce, with 6 reported, 3 of which are given as grey-blue.
POMEROY 3 is a unique marking; all we have is the Chase-Cabeen report.
POMEROY 4 is more common, 9 reported, some black, some purple, often distorted.
POMEROY 5 is rather scarce, 6 reported; note unusual spelling POMROY.
POMEROY 6 is the commonest marking of the county, with 15 reported so far.
POMEROY 7 is quite rare, with just 3 reported.

TUKANNON 1 is a unique marking, rather faint, with a bar in the year slot. The 
killer appears to be a large round fancy cancel.

★ ★★★*★★★★*★★*★*★**★★*★★★★★*★★★★*★★*★*★**★**★***★**★**********★*■*■*■*•*★★■*•**■*■**■*■****•*■*

Here is a list of the counties that we 
have covered so far in our catalog of 
all the postmarks used on first-class 
mail in Washington Territory:

1) Franklin County
2) Cowlitz County
3) Island & San Juan Counties
4) Pacific & Wahkiakum Counties
5) Pierce County
6) Kitsap County
7) Grays Harbor County
8) Skagit County
9) Snohomish County

10) Whitman County
11) Walla Walla County
12) Clark County
13) Cl al lam County
14) ■ Jefferson County
15) Thurston County
16) Lincoln County
17) Klickitat County
18) Lewis County
19) Yakima County

*20) Garfield County this time
21) Spokane County next time
22) Asotin, Benton, & Columbia
23) Adams, Chelan, Douglas, Grant

In early installments we explaihed 
our format, which is standard. We 
list each town within a county, and 
give its years of operation. Then 
columns show number assigned to the 
postmark, number known to exist in 
collections today, and a simple code 
that shows style & size of postmark.

Next 2 columns show earlist, latest 
known dates postmark was used, and 
last column shows style of killer 
used to cancel stamp.

I really appreciate the input from 
collectors and dealers who have sent 
information. Particularly useful 
are photocopies of actual covers, so 
we can verify type and perhaps use 
them for our actual tracings. If I 
miss thanking you each time I hear 
from you I want you to know that I 
am very grateful for the help!

Special thanks to recent contributor 
Frank H Bailey & dealer Tom Mills.
My mailing address for photocopies: 
P0 Box 296, Langlois OR 97450.

**********************************************************************************
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JIM MEHRER MAIL BID SALE #10
2405 - 30th Street, Rock Island, IL 61201

NOTICE: THERE ARE MORE THAN 1,000 LOTS IN THIS 
SALE, including most states, RPO's (hundreds of street 
cars!), ships, inauguration dates, etc. Here are a few lots. If 
you do not see your state or category, write or call for your 
FREE ILLUSTRATED CATALOG.
COLORADO (Not your state? Write or call for free 
catalog!)
CO-1. Abbott, 1909, VG+ 4-bar on PPC (87-26), E $15
CO-2. Arkansas Junction, 1914, G+ 4-bar on 1c Balboa on PPC (90/18). E $25
CO-3. Arrow, 1908, F Doane 3/5 on PPC (05-15). E $6
CO-4. Arvada, 1912, VG duplex on penalty cover. E $8
CO-5. Association Camp, 1939, G+ 4-bar (E) on PPC (16-66). E $6
CO-6. Barr, 1909, F+ Doane 2/2 on PPC (83-14) E $25
CO-7. Cardiff, 1909, VG 4-bar (dial bit hi) on PPC (89-18). E $16
CO-8. Cassells, 1923, F+ 4-bar on PPC (99-29). E $15
CO-9. Clifford, 1911, VG 4-bar on PPC (08-18). E $35
CO-10. Crook, 1907, VG Doane 2/2 on PPC. E $10
CO-11. Estabrook, 1908, VG cds/target (dial bit hi) on PPC (80/37). E $8
CO-12. Evergreen, 1908 (Aug 7), VG+ Doane 3/4 (EKU) on PPC. E $12
CO-13. Forkscreek, 1908, G+ Doane 3/2 on PPC (78-23). E $8
CO-14. Harrisburg. 1910, VG* 4-bar (dial bit hi) on PPC (87/55). E $10
CO-15. Henry, 1917, VG 4-bar (LAYE!) on PPC (07-17). E $60 
CO-16. Kremling, 1907, G* Doane 2/3 (part on stamp) on PPC. E $8 
CO-17. Lytle, 1909, G+ cds/cork (overall lite) on PPC (85-20). E $30 
CO-18 Masonville, 1908, G+ Doane 2/2 (LITE; scrape affects "C") on PPC E $7 
CO-19. Meekton, 1911, G+ 4-bar (part blurred) on toned PPC (10-18). E $20 
CO-20. Monarch, 1915, VG 4-bar on PPC (07/22) E $22
CO-21. Montclair, 1911, VG Doane 2/5 (purple) on PPC (88-12) Est $6
CO-22. Moraine Park, 1916, G+ 4-bar (parton stamp) on PPC (02-21). Est. $8
CO-23. Myrtle, 1910, F Doane 3/1 on PPC (06-13) Est. $50
CO-24. Nederland, 1904, F+ Doane 2/3 (EKU; bit stutter) on PPC. Est. $14
CO-25 Newmire, 1913, G+ 4-bar (swollen dial) on PPC (95-13). Est $15
CO-26. Norrie, 1911, VG 4-bar on PPC (94/18). Est. $25
CO-27. Osgood, 1912, VG 4-bar (o/s) as recd on PPC (10-28) E $12
CO-28 Portland, 1909, VG 4-bar on PPC (00-52). Est $6
CO-29. Silt, 1912 (Sep 20), G* Doane 3/2 (LKU) on cvr. E $12
CO-30. Springfield, 1909, VG 4-bar on PPC. E$5
CO-31. Sunlight, 1912, G+ 4-bar as recd. on front of PPC (97/12). E$25
CO-32. Swift, 1916, VG 4-bar on PPC (10-19). E $45
CO-33. Troublesome, 1907, VG Doane 2/1 (EKU) on PPC (78/35). E $12
CO-34. Twin Lakes, 1908, VG* Doane 2/3 on PPC. E $8
CO-35. Virginiadale, 1911, VG Doane 2/1 on PPC (68/67). E $10
CO-36 Waldoef, 1908, G+ 4-bar on PPC (08-12) E $6

NORTH DAKOTA (Not your state? Write or call for 
free catalog!)

ND-1. Alpha. 1908, VG+4-bar (early) on PPC (07-47) E$15
ND-2. Amor, 1909, VG* (except year partial) 4-bar on PPC (08-20) E $20

ND-3. Bowbells, 1909, VG duplex on PPC. E $6
ND-4. Fairdale, 1909, G+ (state weak) 4-bar on PPC. E $6 
ND-5 Flora, 1913, VG 4-bar on PPC (01-71). E $10 
ND-6. Gardena, 1947, VG+ 4-bar on cvr (05-65). E $5 
ND-7. Hurdsfield, 1910, G* 4-bar on PPC (03-OP). E $8 
ND-8. Kintyre, 1909, VG Doane 2/1 on PPC E $8
ND-9. Marston moor, 1908, VG Doane 2/1 (EKU) on PPC (04-21). E $20 
ND-10. Menoken, 1911 (Jun 29). VG+ Doane 3/2 (LKU) on PPC E $12 
ND-11. Mott, 1909, VG Doane 3/1 ("MO" lite) on PPC (04-OP) E $8 
ND-12. Mound, 1914, VG 4-bar (part on stamp) on PPC (09-36). Est $8 
ND-13. Oriska, 1911, VG 4-bar (part on stamp) on PPC (81-op) Est $8 
ND-14. Schafer, 1910, VG+4-bar (couple filled letters) on PPC (99-41). Est. $8 
ND-15. Selma, 1910, VG 4-bar on PPC (07-13). E $35
ND-16. Sterling, 1913, VG 4-bar (bit stutter) on PPC. Est $6
ND-17. Wildrose, 1911, VG 4-bar (EARLY; year lite) on PPC (11-OP). Est. $20

WASHINGTON (Not your state? Write or call for 
free catalog!)

WA-1. Almota, 1908 (Sep 11), VG Doane 2/1 (EKU, part doubled) on PPC (78-61). E. $12 
WA-2. Battleground, 1908 (May 28), VG Doane 3/2 (EKU; brt lite) on PPC Est. $15 
WA-3. Chinook, 1921. G+ 4-bar f'K" not struck) on 2c Pilgrim on cvr. E $
WA-4. Cummins, 1913, VG 4-bar (o/s) as recd on PPC (11-17) E $15
WA-5. Duvall, 1912, VG* 4-bar on PPC (10-OP). E $10
WA-6 Espanola, 1912, F* Doane 3/2 (RED; couple letters filled) on PPC Est $8
WA-7. Fort Ward, 1916, F 4-bar on PPC (03/20) E $25
WA-8. Goshen, 1908, VG* Doane 2/1 on PPC (91-18) Est. $10
WA-9. Hanford, 1907, G+ Doane 3/1 (LKU; o/s) on PPC Est $15
WA-10. Hartland, 1890, G* cds/target (few spotty letters) on GPC (81-30). E $12 
WA-11. Hobson, 1909, VF 4-bar (LATE) on PPC (1903-09) Est. $60 
WA-12. Kenmore, 1911, G* 4-bar (town lite; dial bit hi) on PPC (03-73). Est. $10 
WA-13. Lowden, 1909, VG* Doane 3/1 (o/s) on PPC (06-84) Est $8 
WA-14. McGowan, 1906, F Doane 2/4 as recd on front of PPC (01 -39). E $8 
WA-15 Mesa. 1907, F+ Doane 2/3 (bit stutter) on PPC. Est $10
WA-16. Milton, 1906 (Oct 4), F (near VF!) Doane 3/1 (EKU) on PPC (05-OP). Est $28 
WA-17. Norman, 1908, VG 4-bar on PPC (88-45). E $10
WA-18. Orting, 1901, G+ cds/cork on 2c Pan-Am on cvr. E $12
WA-19. Raymond, 1908, VG DCDS/Doane 3/1 NON-STANDARD (mailed w/o stamp) on 

PPC (04-OP). E $12
WA-20. Spokane Falls, (1890) F cds/cork on GPC (72-91). E $15
WA-21. Stehekin, 1937, VG 4-bar (E) (couple filled letters) on PPC. ES6
WA-22. Summit 1910, VG 4-bar (late use after name changed^ on PPC (78/10) E $15 
WA-23. Tumwater, 1910, VG RFD 11c (route #2; most on stamp) on PPC (63-60). Est. $18 
WA-24. Vashon, 1907, F+ 4-bar (bit stutter) on PPC E $6
WA-25. Waukon. 1909, F Doane 3/2 on PPC (93-73). E $8

Standard rules apply. Minimum bid $3.00 please. Photo
copies: 10c for each 2, plus SASE. Phine bids welcome: 
(309) 786-6539. Write or call for FREE ILLUSTRATED CATA
LOG listing more than 1,000 lots.
CLOSING DATE: DEC. 28,1994. 10 PM Central

WORLDWIDE LITERATURE
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STAMP CO.
CONSTANT .ADDITIONS 
Of postal history in 
Virtually all .areas.
EXPO’S. EXPRESS 
R. P. O.S. U.S. POSTAL CARDS.
Stationery. stamps &• more...

we seek odd & unusual 
A Please offer! - 
B FLS,E WOiroRD Qh

ARIZONA - NEW 
MEXICO POSTAL 

HISTORY SOCIETY 
Seeks New Members, Who Seek 
New Material, New Information 

and New Friends
DUES $10 Annually

• Receive "The Roadrunner" Quarterly 
Newsletter

• Trade Duplicates at Winter and Summer 
Meetings

Contact: Owen Kriege, 370 Deer Pass Drive, 
Sedona, AZ 86336

or
Edward Comins, 1043 E. Maryland #9, 

Phoenix, AZ 85014

SINCE 1975 SINCE 1970

United States 
Postal History

Twentieth Century. Foreign destinations, 
airmail, unusual usages...Explore these and 
much more in my illustrated price lists. 
State your interests for a free copy.

Town Cancels. D.P.O.'s, machines, adver
tising, R.P.O.'s, stampless and much more 
are featured in my state price lists. Which 
state may I send you?

P.O. Box 94822
Las Vegas NV 89193 
(800) 594-3837
FAX (702) 369-9139



BUYING AND SELLING
» WAR & CENSORED (ANY PERIOD)
» UNITED STATES and
» WORLDWIDE POSTAL HISTORY
» POSTCARDS
» UNITED STATES and
» WORLDWIDE POSTAL STATIONERY

P. O. Box 2348
Midland, Michigan 48641-2348

____________________________________ 71
WESTERN POST OFFICES

Compiled by Richard W. Helbock

A complete listing of all independent post offices 
which ever operated in the Western United States*. 
Over 20,000 post offices arranged alphabetically 
with dates of operation and Scarcity Index (S/I) 
numbers which serve as a guide to the value of post
marks from each office.

Just $30.00 postpaid from:

LA POSTA PUBLICATIONS
P.O. Box 135, Lake Oswego, OR 97034 

(503) 657-5685
♦Alaska, Arizona, California, Colorado, Idaho, Mon
tana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Washington 
& Wyoming.

CANADA AND NEWFOUNDLAND

WANTED: 1880-1950
I an a specialist looking for Town Postmarks, RPO’s, Registered Kail, Ship Hail, 
Anything Unusual. ALSO WANTED: Canadian viewcards showing town main streets, 
depots, trains, ships, planes, farm machinery, disasters, etc. MEMBER APS.

JIM MILLER BOX 3005 KAMLOOPS, B.C. V2C 6B7 CANADA

WANTED
“Unmailable” covers. Covers marked 

Unmailable, Nonmailable, Fraudulent, Fictitious, 
Unlawful, Obscene and the like.

Stamp Designers and Engravers. Blocks and 
selvedge singles of U.S. postage stamps autographed 
by their designers and engravers.

1938 Bi-Colored Airmail Stamp. Odd and 
unusual domestic usage of U.S. no. C23; exotic 
international usage; EFO’s; perfins; precancels; plate 
number singles; socked-on-the-nose machine and 
hand cancellations.

Socked-on-the-Nose. Bullseye machine 
cancellations on U.S. stamps during their normal 
penod of use.

Tennis, anyone? My wife collects tennis 
stamps, covers, and cinderellas.

JAMES H. PATTERSON
APS 70290 - BIA 8091 - USPCS 1597

Post Office Box 3456
Phoenix, Arizona 85030-3456

INVEST IN KNOWLEDGE!

We offer you
Philatelic Handbooks & Catalogues

Catalogues such as Michel, Gibbons 
and many others;

Specialized Handbooks:
Air Mail, Maritime, Military, Postal 

History, etc. 
Including exclusive imports.

Free Pricelist with over 300 titles.

VAWAM
P.O. Box 8809, Anaheim, CA 92812-0809
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Our British Friends were using adhesive stamps for fis
cal purposes long before they thought to use them for 
postage. I have a few’ legal indentures on pure vellum, 
hand written, with seals and tax stamps applied with 
lead foil. (These are very large, and make a magnificent 
item to frame.) Price is $25 each. Some have many 
signatures. They look like a million dollars, but cost 
much less.

HERMAN HERST, JR.
P.O. BOX 1583 

BOCA RATON FL 33429
WHAT A GIFT FOR YOUR LAWYER FRIEND!

Ingham County, Mich.
POSTAL HISTORY WANTED

Agricultural College
Alaiedon 
Alverson 
Aurelius 
Bunkerhill 
Dansville 
Delhi Centre 
East Lansing
Eden 
Felt's
Fitchburg 
Frandor
Gifford 
Harris
Haslett 
Haslett Park 
Holt

Ingham 
Klink
Lansing 
Le Roy
Leslie 
Locke
Mason 
Mason Centre 
Meridian 
Michigan 
Middletown 
North Aurelius 
North Lansing 
North Leslie
Norton 
Okemos 
Onondaga

Peal Shantee 
Phelpstown 
Pine Lake 
Pollok
Red Bridge 
Sanford 
Stockbridge 
Towar Gardens 
Vantown 
Vevay 
Waverly 
Webberville 
West Delhi 
Westholt 
Wheatfield 
Whiteoak 
Williamston(town) 
Winfield

Stanipless, Free Franks, Town Postmarks, Fancy Cancels, RPO's, 
Precancels, Registered Covers, Air Mail Covers, Documents, 

Photographs, Letters & Canceling Devices... What Do You Have?

Send photocopies with prices 
or ship for best offer, All letters answered.

Craig A. Whitford
Member PSPS, CMPS

Box 22026 ★ Lansing, MI 48909
Tel: 517/394-4443

NOW OFFERING 4 WAYS TO SELL YOUR COVERS

© Postal History Public Auctions (February, .lune, November) 
© Thcmatics Mail Auctions (March & December)

© Consignment to Show Stock 
© 1 also buy outright

My auctions are organized to attract collector bids, with unusually line lolling 
breakdowns and lots as small as $30. You receive detailed information on lotting 
before you sign the consignment contract, and you get prompt after-sale service, 
including payout within .30 days after the auction.
My system for consignments to show stock allows the integration ol your covers 
individually into my regular stock for offering at a series of shows You set the 
prices, which can be as low as $10. Payout is at 6-monlh intervals.

Write or call for details. Next auction catalog (specify thematics/postal history) & PR, $2.

L. D. Mayo, Jr.
P. O. Box 20837, Indianapolis, IN 46220 

Tel./FAX (317) 255 - 5912
(Member, PIS, APS, PHS, A TA, AAPE, AAMC &c. Auctioneer Licensed in Indiana, Registered in Illinois.)
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DON TOCHER 
U.S. CLASSICS

SPECIALIST IN 1851-57 1 & 3-cent ISSUES AND 
MASSACHUSETTS POSTAL HISTORY

Recent Acquisitions: 
19th century Outgoing Foreign Mail

19th century Incoming Foreign Mail - Postage Due

NEXT Shows:

PEACH STATE SHOW-Atlanta Oct 15-16 
NEASDA - Burlington MA Nov 12-13

Write with a statement of your needs. 
I will respond with photocopies.

Box16(M.O.)
Shrewsbury, MA 01545

PH/FAX: 508-845-1505

PROFESSIONAL 
POSTMARK TRACING

I will execute to your specifications 
accurate tracings of plain or fancy 
postmarks and cancels. My work is current
ly appearing in La Posta in both the 
Washington Territorial postmark series by 
Richard A. Long and the 19th Century 
Colorado postmark series by Richard 
Frajola.

If you’ve been thinking of a 
postmark catalog project, or any research 
which requires well-executed postmarks for 
illustrations, but do not have the time re
quired to accomplish the tracings, drop me 
a line or give me a call with the particulars, 
and I will give you a quote.

Jane Dallison
P. O. Box 296, Langlois, OR 97450 

(503) 348-2813

WE'VE MOVED

Artt & Dot Everett
EVERETT PHILATELICS

U.S. & WORLDWIDE POSTAL 
HISTORY

Featuring Western U.S. including 
Territorials

(303) 841-0316 7590 Windlawn Way
Parker. Colorado 80134

Webster F. Stickney
World Postal History

Featuring Russia and the Baltics

ASDA PTSAPS
Rossica BSRP

Buying - Selling - Lists

Now At
P.O. Box 40010 

Pasadena, CA 91114

MAINE NARROW GAUGE R.P.O. CANCELS WANTED
Bangor & Bucksport R.P.O. (10/9/1879-5/31/1883) 

Palermo & Wiscasset R.P.O. (1895-1896)
Albion & Wiscasset R.P.O. (1896-1902,1909-1933) 

Waterville & Wiscasset R.P.O. (1902-1909)
Harrison & Bridgton Junction R.P.O. (1900-1917) 

Carrabassett & Farmington R.P.O. (6/1/1900-8/31/1900) 
Farmington & Rangeley R.P.O. (1892-1903) 
Kingfield & Farmington R.P.O. (1903-1913) 
Phillips & Farmington R.P.O. (1913-1917)

BRUCE L. COREY 108 Marilyn Avenue Westbrook, ME 04092
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BEAR MOUNTAIN PHILATELIC

PO BOX 3484 BOULDER, COLORADO 
8©3©3

Mail sale closing December 5, 1994 
United States Postal History

BOOKS Postal History, reference, and related 
all are out of print and scarce!

The Story Of Our Post Office, gigantic 1893 reference 
work by Cushing examines and chronicles the history 
of the U.S Post Office 1035 pgs gilt edged, leather 
bound. Little bit loose at spine easily rep. Hundreds of 
photos, call or write for more info, wonderful book.

U.S. Official Postal Guide 1909 very fine, 750pgs 
original binding Rare! good for dpo’s MB$35
Guide To The Colorado Ghost Towns and Mining 
Camps Eberhart 4th dust jacket VF
Ghosts of The Colorado Plains Eberhart 1st 1986 
op dust jacket great reference on plains ghost towns 
Gunnison Country Wallace 19601st DJ
The Postal History of Indiana. Baker. Two volumes 
w/microfiche 1065 pages vf cond. MB $45
A Postal History of MissiSPPi Vol II Stampless Period 
1799-1860 650 pages dust jacket MB $30 
The Overland Mail Hafen. dust jacket MB $25 361 pgs 
Michigan Postal Markings 1955 Cole 195 pgs MB $20 
The George Walcott Collection of Civil War Covers 
1974 Ltd ed. 266pages MB $20
Above The Civil War Story of Thaddeus Lowe, balloon
ist. Dust Jacket 188 pages 1st ed
Ghost Towns of Nevada Miller 1979 1st no dj
A Guide to Black Hills Ghost Mines -Fielder 1972 1 st 
dust jacket 240 pages
Black Hills Ghost Towns Lambert & Parker 3rd 1980 
dust jacket 215 pages
Railroads of The Black Hills Fielder 1st ed DJ
Railroads of the Confederacy Black 1952 signed
1 st ed. 360 pages no dj
Union Pacific Country Athearn 1st 1971 DJ great 
history of the UP. 479 pages VF MB $15
Ghost Towns of Wyoming Miller 1977 1 st ed dj 110 pgs 
Guide To the Wyoming Mountains and Wilderness 
Areas,Bonney & Bonney Rare! 1960 1st $MB 30 
The United States One Cent Stamp of 1851-1857 
Volume II Ashbrook 1938 1st ed MB $40

1929 duplex on airport ded. cvr. signed
1906 Doane on PPC

1895 manuscript 5 2c reds
1920 reg cvr block 6 2c reds
1887 cds to Germ. 2c greens, gov env.
1891 manuscript
1884 huge pointing hand “2” inches with

1902 duplex on cover to Aukland N.Z.

1914 4bar train photolith govt card 
1911 ad cover, huge red swastika 
1909 duplex on 2c Hudson Fulton 
1878 cds on Ux5
1908 purple 4 bar PPC Early!

1915 4bar different spelling PPC 
1931 4 bar PPC

POSTAL HISTORY

Ala.
Bridgeport 1889 cds w/8 3c grns. Igl sze cvr, fits. 
Fayette C. H. 1889 cds on card

Arizona
Florence 
Grandview 
Arkansas
Caddo G(a)p 1889 cds fancy paptent envelope 
Caldwell
Camden 
Fort Smith 
Garlandsville 
Little Rock
carrier returned letter label applied by PO 
New London 1889 manuscript back flap missing 
California
Chula Vista 1893 cds on Columbian Expo Card 
(Fisheries Bldg) from Iowa, creased 
San Jose
CoDoirado
Chandler 
Denver 
Edgewater 
El Moro 
Firestone 
Hill Top 
Howbeit
Pagosa Springs 1889 CDS cnr nibble 
Pagosa Springs
Connatieut 
Bridgecenter
Florida
Lake Como 
Georgia
Monroe 
Thomasville
Indiana
Bloomington 
Ft Wayne 
cover with U75 ;
Hartford City 
sender. U.S. and Curacao stamps, various markings 
Hartford City 1946 airmail cover as above but Chilean 
stamps and markings. Both items are unusual 
Otterbien 
ailmois 
Chicago
SFL every bit of space has text - interesting content 
Chicago 1908 machine cancel ties 2 2c reds 1c 
green to Kobe Japan. Purple Kobe bs

1891 CDS

1850’s manuscript

1883 cds pretty mourning cover

Large blue townmark
1884 mourning cover w/2 1c blues

1893. pretty reg cvr w/2 4c Lincolns.
1899 Transfer Clerk CDS on beautiful 

5c garfield to England.
1946 airmail cvr to Curacao returned to

1870’s registered cover

1839 red townmark w/manuscript 25 on
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Chicago 1908 as above
Chicago 1928 duplex w/5c Beacon. International 
Aeronautical Exposition cachet. “Via Aeroplane Mail hs 
Chicago 1930 DLO CC w/star of David imprint, 
3cdue
Crossroad 1890’s manuscript
Jerseyville 1884 octogon w/nice cc
Makanda 1880’s nursery mailing tag w/blk 4 2c 
greens
Metropolis City 1880’s cds w/5 3c greens on Igl cvr. 
docketing and faults
Raymond 1890 lage cds w fancy grid
Williamsville 1860’s cds edge faults
towgi
Bloomfield 1860’s townmark r at right
Delta 1902 straightline on PPC
Des Moines 1916 Embalming College cornercard 
Indianola 1911 5c blue on cvr to India
Iowa City 1860’s cds on War Dept Surgeon Gnl 
franked cvr. Wash D.C. “Free”
Middletown 1860’s manuscript on all-over patriotic 
Orillia/Barney 1906 two purple doanes on one card 
Tipton 1850’s red town mark w/3c 1857 
Washington 1860’s double circle
Kentucky
Frankfort 1937 multicolor kentucky whiskey cvr
Louisville 1894 illus ad cvr Louisville Courier 
Portwood 1894 cds
Louisiana
Bedford
Clinton 
Collinsburgh 
Egypt 
Elbe
Fort Necessity 
Hermitage 
New Orleans 
New Orleans 
New Orleans?

1889 manuscript
1850’s town mark pair 3c 1857

1890 cds
1889 cds
1889 manuscript

1889 double circle
1890 cds
1860 townmark straightline “STEAM”
1895 duplex on U74 grant to Zurich 

manuscript “per Steamer Annie Wagley” 
straightline “paid” on 3c gov env
New Orleans 1900 Barry ties 1 & 2c to Belgium
New Orleans 1880’s cds w/fancy Maltese in 
starburst cancel nice cc
Pleas(a)nt Hill 1889 cds
Saint Amant 1892 cds
Scott 1892 cds
Mams
Bowersbay/Sebec 1910 on PPC
Freedom 1850’s manuscript
Pulpit Harbor 1914 4bar bit lite

MarylM
Lot of four 1850’s to 1860’s covers from Balt 

commision merchants loaded w/invoices etc. nice 
Govanstown 1860’s manuscript

Point Lookout 1864 double circle
Michigan
Alston 1880’scds
Central Mine 1882 purple double circle
Detroit 1860’s w/3c red
Ingalls 1885 toothed county oval struck upside dn
Lansing 1860'scds
Pierson 1877 purple cds readable opened at rt
Union City 1880’scds
Minnesota
Felton 1888 cds w/4c green Jackson
Minneapolis 1929 Philatelic Exh Sta 4 bar
St Paul Park 1892 cds two cvrs
Mississippi
Horn Lake 1870’s no date indicia
Horn Lake 1870’s manuscript in date indicia
Meehan Junction 1908 4 bar PPC
Plum Point 1879 manuscript
Pontot(oc) Townmark w/1857 open at right
Port Gibson 1867 cds on Igl cvr w/3 61 ’s docketing
Potts Camp 1910 4 bar PPC
New Hampshire
Camden 1809 SFL “FREE” Benj Cushing PM with 
Pembroke NH manuscript, also forwarded/missent 
New Mexic©
Grandview 19164baron PPC
Santa Rosa
New York

1911 duplex on PPC

Amagrusette? 1850’s manuscript
Buffalo 1898 cvr w/4 1c trans mississippi’s to

Cornwall
Germany

1885 cogged oval county cancel
Danby 1887 fancy postmaster cancel with

East Aurora
hollow maltese cross

1884 octogon with “A” killer in circle
Georgetown 1886 large cds w/pinwheel cancel
Hartland 1887 purple toothed octogon fancy
New Lisbon 1860’s manuscript
Oxford 1839 red townmark on SFL red PAID
Ravenswood 1850’s manuscript
South Hartford 1890 cds
Van Wagner 1888 illus (eagle) ins co cc
Whitney’s Point 1850’s townmark
Whitney’s Point 1850’s different than above
North Carolina
Asheville 1940 2” clock dial as cancel!
Enfield 1880’s cds
Pleasant Hill 1860’s cds
Shaws Mills? 1880's partial
South Dakota 
Garretson 1902 RFD handstamp on o/s cover
North Dakota
Foxholm 1911 4 bar PPC
Dogden 19114barPPC
Souris 1904 duplex on private bank mailing card
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Rhode Is8an<d 1891 duplex on executive dept env
elope with card bearing governor’s autograph

Crystal City March 1959 intact copy of American 
Rifleman magazine with 5 postage dues tied by double 
circles
West! Virginia
Burning Spring 1898 cds as rec’d mark
Wheeling 1960’s $2.28 in postage dues on
business cover ($1) 2, (.10) 2, (.08) 1.
Wisconsin
Champion 
Clarkfield Centre 
Lamanture
Lamanture
Racine 
receiving mark 
La Crosse

1860’s manuscript
1860’s manuscript Igl sz cover
1840’s manuscript
184O’s-5O’s manuscript w/3 paid in cir 
1897 with bold red weather report

1893 fancy purple huge oval
registered cancel part of one 3c Columbian gone 
La Valle 1920 reg cvr MOB cds
Somerset 1883 reg cvr w/4 banknotes

Four covers xeroxed free w/sase. LaPosta rules apply. 
High bid wins by 25c. Minimum bid $3.00. Closes Dec 
4th, 1994. Successful bidders on books should 
indicate preferred method of shipping. Bidders pay 
shipping. Can trade for or will buy Indochina or Vietnam 
War postal history. Send priced xerox copies.
Have some VC and NVA material (as seen in LaPosta) 
for sale or trade. (303) 494-0842 Calls before 10:00 
PM MST please.

WANTED:
FOREIGN COVER
ACCUMULATIONS

WANTED! COVERS!
We are insatiable buyers of worldwide cover lots! Any 
foreign country to 1960. U.S. to 1945. If you have a large 
holding of bulk covers, why not pack up that accumula
tion and turn it into cash today! Top prices paid. You’ll 
like our generous instant offer check which is generally 
mailed within 24 hours of receipt. Ship with absolute 
confidence - we always pay all shipping costs. Please be 
sure to fully insure. References on file.

Qj SCHMITT INVESTORS LTD.

Postal History Specialists Since 1953

P.O. Box 67
Woodbury, NY 11797

516-367-4030 (24 hours)
ASDA-APS-PTS (London)-CSDA (Canada), etc.

AUCTIONS WITH A DIFFERENCE

H.J.W. Daugherty

P.O. Box 1146LP
Eastham, Mass., 02642

ASDA Write For Vext Catalog APS

WANTED: MAINE 4 BAR P.O. CANCELS IN COLOR
1900- to date including Doanes, Standard, 
Non- Standard and Provisional cancels.

BRUCE L. COREY
108 MARILYN AVE 
WESTBROOK, ME 04092

MOSQUITO, ME.
JAN. 18’99 11A.M.

Jim Johnson
POST OFFICE BOX 2178
BURLINGTON, N.C. 27216
PHONE/FAX (910)570-1533
ASDA (LIFE) APS

POSTAL HISTORY INTERNATIONAL
"WE’RE ON THE MOVE” - (910) 260-2088 (Car Phone)

WANTED: COVERS & USED POSTCARDS (STAMPS INTACT)

•PRE-1959: ALL US POSTAL HISTORY 
•PRE-1959: FOREIGN USED POSTCARDS &
COVERS, US FDCs. DPOs, RPOs, SHIPS 

•PHILATELIC LITERATURE WITH POSTAL
HISTORY CONTENT

•WORLDWIDE USED POSTAL STATIONERY. 
STAMPLESS COVERS. FPOs. APOs, TPOs, 
PAQUEBOTS, MISSIONARY & IMMIGRANT 
MAIL CENSORS. TOPICALS. ETC.

•PICTURE POSTCARDS

See us at these shows:

28-30 Oct, CHICAGOPEX, Chicago, IL
3 - 6 Nov., ASDA New York
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LA POSTA 
CLASSIFIED ADS

Only 5 cents per word sends your message to the largest & best 
informed group of postal historians in America

Tot*l for Consecutive Ittuet

5< Per Word Over 230 Words 

$125 Minimum Cherge Any Ad

NUMB! R of 
WORDS

1
Ittue

2 
luurt

3 
inue*

6 
lilUSI

I 25 1 25 2 18 3 12 5 R4
26 30 1 50 2 62 3 75 7 14
31 35 I 75 3 04 4 35 8 28
36 40 2 00 3 48 4 98 9 48
4I 45 2 25 3 92 5 61 10 68
46 50 . 2 50 4 36 6 24 1 1 88
5^55 2 75 4 78 6 84 13 02
56 60 3 00 5 22 7 47 14 22
6I 65 ... 3 75 5 66 8 10 15 42
66 70 3 50 6 10 8 73 16 62
71 75 3 75 6 52 9 33 17 76
76 80 4 00 6 96 9 96 18 96
81 85 4 25 1 40 10 59 20 16
86 90 4 50 7 84 11 22 21 36
91 95 4 7'j 8 26 11 82 22 50
96 100 5 00 8.70 12 45 23 70
101 110 ... . 5 50 9 58 13 71 26 10
III 120 6 00 10 44 14 94 28 44
121 130 6 50 1 1 32 16 20 30 84
131 140 .... 7 00 12 18 1 7 43 33 18
141 150 7 50 13 06 18 69 35 58

ANNOUNCEMENTS
1,000+++ LOTS in Mail Bid Sale #10: 

hundreds of DPO’s and Doanes! Huge RPO 
section, with hundreds of Street Car lots! 
Hundreds of ships including classics, China 
ports, Crosby, expos! Most inaugurations 
1893-1933, including 1c bluish paper dated 
3/4/09. Other categories too! See the partial 
listing in our display ad elsewhere in this 
issue, then write or call for free illustrated 
atalog. Jim Mehrer, 2405-30th Street, Rock 
Island, IL 61201. Phone: (309) 786-6539. 
[25-5]

WASHINGTON, OREGON, IDAHO col
lectors, join the Pacific Northwest Postal 
History Society. Dues $10.00 annually in
cludes subscription to the Society journal. 
To join, or for more information, write: Tom 
Pomeroy, 1909 Nut Tree Drive NW, Salem, 
OR 97304-1110. [25-6]

THE OLD-TIME POSTMARK CALEN
DAR for 1995 is illustrated with 365 old-time 
postmarks, one different for each day. 11" x 
17", card cover. See display ad elsewhere 
in this issue. $5.95 each, plus $1 shipping 
per order. Jim Mehrer, 2405-30th Street, 
Rock Island, IL 61201. [25-5]

TOWNS: FOR SALE

TOWNS: FOR SALE
US COVERS: states, DPO’s, Doanes, 

hand cancels, machine cancels, RPO’s, 
RFD's, streetcars, auxiliary markings, mili
tary and more. Thousands on hand, realisti
cally priced. Please let me know what you 
need. Paul Bourke, PO Box 125, Ashland, 
MA 01721 .[26-3]

TOWNS: WANTED
ALL STATES, plus RPO’s, classic ships, 

etc.; use our Mail Bid Sales to sell your 
duplicates and excess material. Write/call 
for details. Jim Mehrer, 2405 - 30th Street, 
Rock Island, IL 61201. Phone: (309) 786- 
6539. [26-4]

ALABAMA POSTAL HISTORY before 
secession (1/11/1861) wanted. Send for of
fer made by check, or send photocopy and 
price. Van Koppersmith, P.O. Box 81119, 
Mobile, AL 36689. [25-6]

INDIANA COVERS. Send priced or for 
offer made by check. Zane Stohler, 808 
Lawn Street, Winchester, IN 47394. [26-4]

WANTED FOR EXHIBIT: Any type of 
postal marking of Colfax, Dakota, that bears 
the name of the town. Barbara R. Mueller, 
225 S. Fischer Ave., Jefferson, Wl 53549. 
[25-5]

TOWNS: WANTED
HAWAII, YUKON and ALASKA covers 

wanted to 1959. Also buy Hawaiian stamps 
with town cancels off cover and fancy can
cels and fort cancels on 19th century U.S. 
officials. Steve Sims, 1769 Wickersham Dr., 
Anchorage, AK 99507. [26-2]

HAWAI’I, Copies of all postmarks be
tween ca. 1840 and 21 August 1959 seri
ously needed for postal history studies; in
cluding service, ship, transit and other re
lated markings. I will pay copying and post, 
and credit each contributor. Phil Kay, P. O. 
Box 920, Kaunakakai, HI 96748. [26-2]

IDAHO wanted - expresses, territorials, 
and statehood covers to 1940. Especially 
seeking postmarks from better towns, ma
chine cancels, railroad cancels, Registered 
usages, special delivery usages, foreign 
destinations, corner cards, illustrated ads, 
permits, and meters. Mark Metkin, P. O. Box 
185, San Leandro, CA 94577. [25-6]

LOUISIANA POSTAL history material 
(1790-1917). All responses seriously con
sidered. Ron Trosclair (APS), 1713 Live Oak 
St., Metairie, LA 70005 PH: (504) 835-9611 
[26-3]

MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARY
LAND, wanted including Aspen, Barnesville, 
Boyds, Brookeville, Cottage, Damascus, 
Darnestown, Dickensons, Enstor, Forest 
Glen, Gaithersburg, Germantown, Middle
brook Mills, Montgomery Court House, 
Rockville, Sandy Spring,Sellmans, Seneca, 
Silver Spring, and Tridelphia Elliot Chabot, 
12929 Magellan Avenue, Rockville, MD 
20853. [26-2]

EXPIRATION DATE
SHOWN AT END OF EACH 
AD.I.e., [25-5], MEANS AD 
WILL EXPIRE WITH THIS 

ISSUE

AD DEADLINE FOR NEXT 
ISSUE: NOV, 21,1994

ALASKA - 1250 different towns and 
types for sale. Free list. Also buy Alaska and 
Yukon. Steve Sims, 1769 Wickersham 
Drive, Anchorage, AK 99507. [25-5]
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TOWNS: WANTED
MISSISSIPPI POSTAL HISTORY be

fore secession (1/9/1861) wanted. Send for 
offer made by check, or send photocopy and 
price. Van Koppersmith, P.O. Box 81119, 
Mobile, AL 36689. [25-6]

NORTH DAKOTA: All postal history 
wanted, from territorial to modern. Send 
photocopies or on approval. Gary Anderson, 
698 E. Hoyt Ave., St. Paul, MN 55106 [26-3]

SOUTH DAKOTA postal history from ter
ritorial to modern wanted for my personal 
collection. Top prices paid. Ken Stach, 3208 
Amber Drive, Wilmington, NC 28409. [26-4]

TEXAS - ESPECIALLY before 1900. 
Early barb wire, windmill, Dr. Pepper illus
trated advertising covers - any state. Send 
pictures/approvals (APS) Jim Alexander, 
5825 Caldwell, Waco, TX 76710. [26-4]

WEST POINT, NEW YORK covers - 
stampless to WW II - wanted for personal 
collection. Send on approval or photocop
ies. Prompt response promised. Richard 
Helbock, P. O. Box 135, Lake Oswego, OR 
97034 [26-4]

WYOMING TOWNS on cover or card 
1900 and later, especially DPO's dated be
fore 1950. Copies/approvals appreciated. 
Leonard McCabe, 1249 N. Calaveras, 
Fresno, CA 93728 [26-3]

DOANES: WANTED
DOANE CANCELS: Buy and trade 

Doane cancels of all states. Send photocop
ies or on approval. Gary Anderson, 698 E. 
Hoyt Ave., St. Paul, MN 55106 [26-3]

RFD: WANTED
RHODE ISLAND RFD official/unofficial 

handstamped and manuscript cancellations 
wanted. Send approvals or protocopies with 
asking price to: H. M. Smith, P.O. Box 297, 
Hope Valley, Rl 02832 [26-1]

TROLLEYS: WANTED
WANTED: CHICAGO Street Cars for 

study - paying $3.00 ea. for commons: 
CH1 g, 1 f, 1 a, 1 b, 1 c, 1E1,2e, 4d, 5a, 5b, 5c, 
6a, 6b, 6c, 7b3, 7b5. Paying much more for 
scarce markings, unusual usages, foreign 
destinationn, etc. Stan Bednarczyk, 5303 
North High Street, Columbus, Ohio 43214. 
[26-2]

ADVERTISING COVERS: 
WANTED

URGENTLY NEEDED: Pre-1900 Phila
delphia, PA advertising covers illustrated 
with buildings and street scenes. Also any 
paper memorabilia or postal history from the 
Philadelphia Centennial of 1876. All corre
spondence answered. Member APS. Gus 
Spector,750 S. Main Street, Suite 203, 
Phoenixville, PA 19460. [25-6]

POST CARDS: FOR SALE
HOUDE'S APPROVALS: Better quality, 

harder to find post cards on approval. All 
topics, most western states. Keep just what 
you can use & return the rest within 10 days. 
You pay postage & insurance costs both 
ways. Box 2577, Missoula, MT59806. [26-1]

LITERATURE: FOR SALE
FOR SALE: Transit Post Mark Collector, 

1970-1993$11 peryear; Railroad Post Of
fice History $60; LaPosta 1983-1993 $12 
per year; Heliograph V. 1 to V.7 $11 per 
volume. All postpaid. Write Bob Kisken, 226 
Buena Vista, Ann Arbor, Ml 48103. [25-5]

"THE GUIDE TO IDENTIFYING ROUTE 
AND STATION AGENT POSTMARKS" has 
100+ pages packed with essential informa
tion for deciphering those cryptic postmarks 
- even partial strikes! Contains cross-refer
ence guides, abbreviation identifiers, manu
script identifiers, and much more! If you liked 
my RPO Guide, you’ll love this! $16 post
paid. Jim Mehrer, 2405 -30th Street, Rock 
Island, IL 61201. [26-1]

THE PURPLE MACHINE CANCEL 
HANDBOOK by Rob Washburn and Carl 
Ditsch. Purple machine cancels made their 
debut in 1972 and were phased out starting 
in 1982. This informative handbook gives 
you the details concerning this chapter of U. 
S. postal history. All known cities which used 
purple machine cancels are listed, as well as 
the dial types and slogan/killer types. The 
book also contains the earliest and latest 
known usage dates for each type. Illustra
tions of the dial types and slogan/ki Iler types 
are included. $10.00 postpaid. Rob Wash
burn, P. O. Box 840, Skowhegan, Maine 
04976. [25-5]

MISCELLANEOUS: FOR 
SALE

SASKATCHEWAN SPLIT-RINGS, rated 
"D”, “E" & Unreported. Send wants. R. Olin, 
902 Oak Street #B, Fargo, ND 58102. [25-5]

MISCELLANEOUS: 
WANTED

CENSORED COVERS WWII wanted 
especially US civilian with enclosure slips 
and German WWII or Postwar with Re
turned by Censor handstampsand/orenclo- 
sure slips. Also any US military Returned by 
Censor. Also covers from staffs of Allied 
censorship offices WWII or Occupation pe
riod. Describe or send photocopies. I will 
reimburse costs if I do not buy. Myron Fox, 
Box 283, Needham Hts„ MA 02194-0904. 
[26-2],

MONTANA TERRITORIALS to 1920; 
Saskatchewan; Assiniboia; Newfoundland; 
N.W.T. and Yukon postal history/viewcards. 
Approvals or photocopies welcome! Dean 
Mario, Box 342, Saskatoon, Sask., Canada 
S7K3L3. [26-2]

BUY CONFEDERATE STATES of 
America currency and covers. U. S. Covers 
before 1870, Steamboats, railroads, 
straightlines, Valentines, fancy, college 3c 
1851’s. Burke, 7320 Westbridge, Knoxville, 
TN 37909. [26-3]

US #807, 1938, 3 CENT PREXIE, need 
the following for my exhibit: Die Proof; Horz. 
gutter block; Imperf pair; POW air letter 
sheet' "SS Gripsholm" cover and anything 
unusual that INCLUDES the 3 cent Prexie. 
W. Cole, PO Box 340, French Gulch, CA 
96033. [26-1]

AIRMAIL COVERS - Commercial Only; 
No First Flights or philatelic - United States 
to destinations in Europe, Africa, Asia and 
Oceania dating from before 1938. Also C1- 
C3 on commercial covers to foreign or do
mestic addresses. Send priced on approval 
or photocopies, or request my offer. Richard 
Helbock, P.O. Box 135, Lake Oswego, OR 
97034 [25-6]

NEVADIANA PRE-1930, postmarks, 
stock certificates, checks, documemts, mer
chant tokens, script, currency, stereoviews, 
books, souvenir spoons, almost anything, 
pre-linen postcards. Gil Schmidtmann, Rt. 1, 
Box 371, Mentone, CA 92359. Ph: (909) 
794-1211. [25-6]

RAILROAD CANCELLED covers, on U 
S Postals and picture post cards with R R, 
AGT, RMS, Tour, Transfer CLK, Transf Of
fice, First Trip, Last Trip, Las Day, Mail De
layed, RR Stocks/Bonds, RR Schedules, 
Day Run, Night Run, Short Run, Short Line, 
Printed RR Directories, and U S Postal di
rectories pre 1945. River boat markings, 
Great Lakes Ships, Ocean Vessels 
w/Mailed on the High Seas, Paquebot. 
Street Car cancels and Street Car Illustra
tions in corner cards, Minneapolis APO’s, 
Seattle APO's WW II. Stampless covers 
from all 50 states. Feel free to phone me at 
any time (216) 466-2274. Charles J. Mol
nar, 1030 South Tote Road, Rock Creek, 
Ohio 44084-9636 (Life Member American 
Air Mail Society) [26-4]
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MISCELLANEOUS: 
WANTED

U. S. OFFICIAL ENVELOPES (U01- 
U069), covers and early penalty covers. 
Send photocopy or item with price or phone 
(903) 784-8777. Schmidt, 3220 Allen St., 
Paris, Texas 75460. [26-4]

PRETERRITORIAL COLORADO POSTAL 
HISTORY

(La Posta Monograph Volume 10)

By Daniel Y. Meschter
CANADA: WANTED

CANADA - ALBERTA town cancels and 
postal history on cover, card or stamp. Ter
ritorial period forward. Also small town 
views, advertising covers -"everything Al
berta". Keith R. Spencer, 5005 Whitemud 
Road, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada T6H 
5L2. (403) 437-1787. [26-2]

YUKON AND NORTHWEST BRITISH 
COLUMBIA. Ail Yukon covers and used 
postcards and Atlin, Log Cabin and Lake 
Bennett, B.C. wanted. Also buy better 
Alaska and Alaska acumulations. Steve 
Sims, 1769 Wickersham Drive, Anchorage, 
AK 99507. Phone (907) 563-7281. [25-6]

This detailed 100 page study examines the exploration, gold 
discoveries, political developments and settlement in early days 

Colorado. Meschter uses a wealth of untapped material, including 
contemporary newspapers, to reconstruct the history of the 

Overland Mails, the Pike’s Peak mail service, and other early 
private expresses serving the boom towns and camps. Illustrated 

with several examples of classic Colorado covers and original 
maps, Preterritorial Colorado Postal History is certain to 
become a standard reference for Western postal historians.

To order your copy, send just $16 (postpaid) to:

LA POSTA PUBLICATIONS
P.O. Box 135

Lake Oswego, OR 97034

ADVERTISING IN LA POSTA

La Posta Publishes two types of Ads: Display & Auction/Net Price. Details for placing each are as follows: 
DISPLAY ADS - May be run on a contract basis for one, three or six insertions. Ad contents may be 

changed at any time, provided proper notice is given. Contract rates for ads of varying sizes are as follows:
Ad Size One Issue Three Issues Six Issues
1/8-page $13.00 $29.90 $54.60
1/4-page $30.00 $69.00 $126.00
1/2-page $55.00 $126.50 $231.00
1-page $100.00 $230.00 $420.00

These charges include Type setting & Layout

AUCTION/NET PRICE ADS: The charge for placing a 1/2-page ad is $45.00; 1-page $90.00; 2-pages 
$170.00

These prices are for prepaid camera ready copy. Add $15 typing charge is for 1/2-page auctions, $$35 for 
1-page auctions; and auctions over 1-page must be camera ready or provided on computer disc.

Ad Deadlines are as follow s: Dec/Jan issue - Nov 20; Feb/Mar issue - Jan 20; Apr/May issue - Mar 20; 
Jun/Jul issue - May 20; Aug/Sep issue - July 20; Oct/Nov issue - Sep 20.

For Additional Details Call or Write: La Posta Publications, P.O. Box 135, Lake Oswego, OR 97034 
(503) 657-5685 9AM - 4 PM PACIFIC (M-F)
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AUCTIONS
BEAR MOUNTAIN - 74-76
JIM MEHRER - 69
RANDY STEHLE - 5
BOB SUMMERELL - 39

DISPLAY ADS
AMBERMAN STAMP CO. - Inside back cover 
ARIZONA-NEW MEXICO P. H. SOC. -70 
AUSDENMORE-McFARLANE - 71
PHIL BANSNER - 69
COAST PHILATELICS- 18
BRUCE COREY - 73 & 76
JANE DALLISON -73
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DISPLAY ADS
HERMAN HERST - 72
KIRK’S - 68
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JIM MILLER - 71
JAMES H. PATTERSON - 71
DAVID G. PHILLIPS CO. - 39
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John B. Amberman III
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QUALITY UNITED STATES POSTAL HISTORY

NET PRICE SALES

Photocopy Want List Service
We sell 19th Century U.S. Postal History by the State and Issue

Which States and Issues Can We Send You?

If you collect Quality Postal History including Western States, Civil War, 
Expresses & Stampless through 1910, you should receive our lists 

Timber man T^ostaf Jbi story
P.O. Box 975 

Middleburgh, NY 12122
Telephone or Fax: (518) 827-4501
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UNITED STATES POSTAL HISTORY

PRIVATE TREATY SERVICES

PUBLIC AUCTIONS

Our auction catalogs have received awards as literature, find out why by subscribing today. 
A subscription for the next five catalogs, including prices realised after each sale, is $15.00

RICHARD C. FRAJOLA, INC.
P.O. Box 608,125 W. Park Ave. 

Empire, CO 80438 
Phone (303) 569-3241 Fax (303) 569-3244


