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Back at the Stand...

Vacations are an extremely important part of life, which I
have been informed, are becoming more and more restricted
by many Americans today. It’s not so much that Americans
are giving up vacations completely, but many are apparent-
ly taking shorter, more time constricted, vacations because,
I suppose, of the rigorous demands of their professions. In
my opinion this is a real pity, not only because we should not
allow our jobs and professions to dictate so completely how
we live our lives, but because short time periods (less than
two weeks) tend to be inadequate to accomplish the primary
purpose of a vacation: a time to renew the spirit.

The word "vacation" comes from the Latin vacatio mean-
ing freedom. Freedom in this case refers to an escape from
the day to day cares and responsibilities we all live with in
our working lives.

Among nations of the industrialized world, it appears that
only the Japanese are willing to put up with as short a vaca-
tion period each year as we Americans are. Germans, French
and other Europeans typically take six to eight weeks vaca-
tion time each year. While few Europeans take their entire
vacation in one time block, many, it appears from those I've
met traveling in Asia, take at least three or four weeks in a
single block. Such a vacation time block must do far more to
renew the spirit, than our pitiful little one or two-week "es-
capes” to the beach or mountains. For one thing, it enables
our European friends to range far afield and explore parts
of our planet, which most Americans will only see on
television.

Whenever we can, Cathy and I try to squeeze out three-
week vacations such as the one we’ve just completed in New
Zealand. It’s not easy to do. Cathy works for a local
municipal government, and the demands of publishing La
Posta and conducting our various other activities are not too
different than those of a dairy farmer, i.e., daily mail left un-
attended may well go sour. Never-the-less, every few years
we are willing to do the requisite cramming of activities for
several weeks preceding the vacation and face the bloated
paper mountains which invariably greets a homecoming
after three weeks of absence. We believe these vacations are
a very important part of our lives. We see new country. We
meet new people. We have new experiences. We renew our
spirits.

Never have I failed to return from a three week vacation
overseas without a renewed sense of purpose and a willing-
ness to get back to business. This time is no exception. I am
ready and eager to get back to La Posta activities, and, while
my absence may have caused delays in some of our normal
activities -- Subscribers’ Auction No. 44, for example -- I ap-
preciate your forebearance and I believe you will see an im-
provement in our operations throughout the remainder of
1993.

Specifically, I'm pleased to announce the following:

1) Subscriber’s Auction No. 44 should either be enclosed
with the current issue of La Posta, or will be arriving at your
mailbox shortly.

2) In the very near future La Posta will be conducting a
special mail auction of a marvelous collection of postal his-
tory associated with Early Industrial America. Consisting of
nearly 1,000 cover lots, this impressive thematic collection
was formed over a period of more than three decades and
features numerous scarce and desirable postmarks from of-
fices incorporating the words "Mill", "Furnace”, "Mine", "Fac-
tory", etc.

3) The imminent publication of Redirected Mail, an ex-
amination of the Redirecting System of the U.S. Post Office
for First Class Mail, 1799-Present by Anthony S.
Wawrukiewicz, which is Volume 9 of the La Posta
Monograph Series. This 88 page volume contains over 100
cover illustrations, and explores alittle known aspect of U.S.
postal history which is certain to prove both instructive and
interesting. Redirected Mail is now being printed and will be
mailed immediately upon becoming available to everyone
who has a subscription to Volumes 9 & 10 of the Monograph
Series. Those who are not subscribers to the Monographs
may order Redirected Mail at $16 per copy postpaid.

In addition, I have plans to follow Subscribers’ Auction
No. 44 with Number 45 in short order so that those of you
who have been submitting auction lots will not have to wait
much longer. A subject has been selected for Volume 10 in
the La Posta Monograph Series, and publication of that
number may be expected in late summer or early fall. So you
can see, plans and programs are afoot. No doubt, there will
be others added.

Before closing, I do wish to add that I'm fully aware that
time off is not the only consideration in taking lengthy vaca-
tions which involve tramping around distant countries.
Family obligations, including child rearing, often determine
vacation plans, and I well recall those many trips between
Southwestern campgrounds in a station wagon pulling a tent
camper with kids and pandemonium in the back seat.
Money, however, should not be viewed as a severe limitation
to interesting overseas explorations. On the New Zealand
trip our total expenses including airfare, food and lodging
amounted to less than $100 per person per day, and we didn’t
cut many corners. Successful inexpensive overseas travel
mostlyinvolves careful planning, and that, after all, is a major
share of the fun of it.

=

Richard W. Helbock, Publisher
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Randy M. Stehle

16 Iris Court
San Mateo, CA 94401
Randy was born in San Francisco in 1954 and has lived in
the Bay Area ever since. He has been married to his wife,
Jeanne, for 15 years. They have no children, but do own a
highly spirited West Highland White Terrier named Monty.
Randy received a B.A. in Psychology from the University
of California at Berkeley and an M.B.A. from San Francis-
co State. He has worked for a variety of companies, ranging
from public accounting firms to property managers. His
primary duties include income tax preparation and general
accounting work.

Randy collects auxiliary markings from stampless to
modern from the U.S. and Great Britain and colonies.
Previously he collected postal history from the entire State
of California, but has recently focused his attention only on
Imperial County. He also collects California manuscript
RFD markings, California military postal history and 20th
century non-standard postmarks from the entire United
States.

Randy has written many articles which have appeared in
La Posta beginning in 1983 on such varied subjects as
Western RFDs, auxiliary markings, and the current series on

non-standard postmarks. He contributed heavily to the
California Doane census project beginning in 1983 and cur-
rently serves as State Co-ordinator for California Doane in-
formation. Randy worked on the California volume of the La
Posta Pocket Guide Series and assisted Richard Helbock in
proofreading his Postmarks on Postcards. His work on
Western RFDs has been excerpted and appears in both the
History of Califomia Post Offices and Colorado Post Offices
1859-1989.

Martin Margulis

Bronx, NY

Martin is a retired teacher and guidance counselor living
in Bronx, New York. He majored in History and Journalism
at the University of Oklahoma and used these interests both
in his professional career with the New York School System
and since his retirement.

A member of the American Philatelic Society Writers
Unit #30, the Universal Ship Cancellation Club, Mobile
Post Office Society and Machine Cancel Society, Martin has
served the Empire State Postal History Society as both its
President and Journal Editor.

He has authored several important articles in La Posta
during the past decade.
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P. O. Box 1002
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Rod Crossley was born in Ohio in 1935, and had lived in
seven states by the time he graduated from high school in
California. Rod received a B.A. in History from California
State University Northridge in 1976.

Rod has worked in the food industry for over 35 years.
During the past 11 years, as an employee of Health Valley
Foods, his responsibilities have involved the organic opera-
tions of the company.

Rod collects California postal history related to railroads
and the military, and is an enthusiastic railroad and military
history buff. He has given talks on these subjects and has
authored articles for La Posta and the Southern Pacific
Historical Society. La Posta Publications published Rod’s
book, Railway Post Offices of California and Nevada in 1991.

Rod is a member of several postal history, military and
railroad historical societies including the APS and the
Western Cover Society.

John J. Azarkevich

1400 Altamont Avenue
Suite 111 .
Schenectady, NY 12303

John is 45 years old and lives in Rotterdam, New York
with his wife Elisa and daughter Kathleen. After graduating
from school, he enlisted in the Air Force and spent eight
years on active duty, Five of those years were in Viet Nam,
Korea, and the Philippines. The last three years were spent
at the Pentagon and Andrews AFB, MD. Upon his return
to civilian life he joined the General Electric Co. and is cur-
rently assigned to Knolls Atomic Power Laboratory and
works as an engineering specialist.

His philatelic memberships include The American
Philatelic Society and The Military Postal History Society, as
well as a large number of postal history societies. John is also
the new Secretary of the Mil. P.H.S.

Among his postal history specialties are: Saratoga and
Schenectady Counties in New York State; Thomas Edison
Machine Works (now General Electric); Spanish American
War; World War I American Expeditionary Forces; World
War II Alaskan and China-Burma-India APO’s; Korean
War, and Patriotics of all wars.

John especially enjoys helping others in postal history re-
search and helping to hunt down an elusive cover for a fel-
low collector’s exhibit. He is also trying to assemble all
available information on WW II V-Mail and in turn make
that information available to all.
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PAUL BOURKE NET PRICE SALE
P.O. Box 125, Ashland, MA 01721 - Phone (508) 881-2463

TERMS OF SALE: 1) All merchandise is guaranteed
genuine. Seven day return privilege for any reason. 2)
Please add postage in the amount of 15 cents per item,
minimum 50 cents. 3) Massachusetts residents please
add 5% sales tax. Tax applies only to the price of the
covers, not to postage. 4) We maintain a stock of many
thousands of US covers from approximately 1875 to date.
If you don't see what you are looking for here, please ask.
We want to help you build your collection. 5) Feel free to
call anytime until 9PM eastern time at 508-881-2463.

CALIFORNIA TOWNS

001. CAMP BEALE, 7-12-44 on official address change card, VF. $4.00
002. COLD SPRINGS, MS canc., 8-11-1881. Railty 7, VF. $30.00

003. SANITARIUM, 2-23-20 on PPC, F + mach. cancal. $4.00

004. YOSEMITE VALLEY, 6-23-1881 on PSE, VF. $15.00

CONNECTICUT TOWNS

005. ASHFORD, Doane Numeral 1 on PPC, EF, 12-22-11. $4.00

008. ALLYNS, opsm 1800-1923, on PPC, faini strike, 5-77-08. $5.00

007. BEACH PARK, open 1803-1820, on PPC, EF, 8-23-13. $8.00

008. BOLTON NOCH, open 1887-1828, on PPC, faint strike, 12-7-00. $4.00

008. CLARK'S CORNER, Doane Numeral 2, on PPC, EF, Fort Terry, NY, Doane Numeral 5
rec'd. mark, aiso EF. $8.00

010. CRESCENT BEACH, open 1804-1854, on PPC, VF +, 8-4-07. $5.00

011. GROVEBEACH, Doane Numeral 2, on PPC, EF, 7-23-06. $4.00

012. GUILFORD RFD, 3-18-08, on PPC, w/aux. mkg. Delivered To Carrier. $10.00

013. PACKERVILLE, Doane Ty 1 on PPC, VF +, 3-28-07. $12.00

014. PHOENIXVILLE, Doane Numeral 1, used as rec'd mig., VF, 5-16-06. $4.00

015. PINEORCHARD, Doane Numeral 3, VF, 7-8-07. $4.00

018. PRESTON RURAL STA., NORWICH, 11-3-08, 85% compiste, VF. $6.00

017. SOUNDVIEW, Doane Numeral 2 on PPC, VF, 8-6-00. $4.00

018. SOUTH BRITAIN, Doane Numerai 2 on PPC, EF, 8-6-08. $4.00

018. SOUTH CANTERBURY, open 1872-1818, Doane Numeral 2 rec'd. mkg., EF. $8.

020. TRACY, Doane Numeral 4 on PPC, open 1888-1845, 8-8-08, EF. $6.00

021. TURNERVILLE, RFD, 8-12-08 on PPC, F+. $10.00

MAINE TOWNS

022. AUBURN PLAINS, 8-26-1868 on GPC, open 1888-1801, card crease, F +. $8.00
023. BEACHWOOD, open 1885-1811, 8-11-13 on PPC, VF +. $10.00

024. CORNISH RFD, 77-8-08 on PPC, F +. $6.00

025. EAST DENMARK, open 1877-1823, 6-30-08 on PPC, EF. $6.00

026. EAST LEBANON, Doane Numeral 3, 6-18-06 on PPC, EF. $4.00

027. EGGEMOGGIN, open 1885-1834, on PPC, 8-28-11, EF. $8.00

028. FARMINGTON FALLS, Doane Numeral 4, 8-22-11 on PPC, F +. $4.00

028. LAKESIDE, open 1880-1926, 8-25-10 on PPC, EF. $8.00

030. OAKLAND RFD, 8-10-77 on 2c red, F +. $8.00

031. PINEPOINT, open 1877-1821, 7-11-08 on PPC, VF + . $8.00

032. SHAPLEIGH, Doane Numeral 2, rec'd. mikg., on PPC, §-28-07. $4.00

033. SOUTH FREEPORT, Doane Numeral 3 on PPC, 8-24-08, EF. $4.00

034. TREFETHEN, Doane Numeral 1, open 1804-1813, on PPC 8-8-7?, F +. $8.00
035. TURNER CENTER, Doane Numeral 3, 8-28-11 on PPC, VF +. $4.00

038. WATERVILLE RFD, 4-7-03 on GPC, VF +. $10.00

037. WEST PERU, Doans Numeral 3 on PPC, 2-25-07, EF. $4.00

038. WINNEGANCE, open 1848-1817, 1-26-07 on PPC, VF +. $4.00

MASSACHUSETTS TOWNS

ATLANTIC, R4, 1-22-08 on PPC, VF. $6.00

BARRE PLAINS, R4, 8-4-08 on PPC, VF. $6.00

BRANT ROCK, Doane NUmeral 5 on PPC, 8-31-04, EF. $4.00

CHERRY VALLEY (first), R-3, 12-24-13 on PPC, VF +. $4.00

CLAYTON, Doane Numeral 3, R-7, 5-2-10 on PPC, F+. $10.00
COLERAIN, Doane Numeral 3, R-3, 8-30-10 on PPC, VF. $4.00
CUSHING, Doane Ty. 1, 8-17-05 on PPC, VF +. $12.00

EAST LEXINGTON, $-4, 8=6-03 on PPC, VF. $8.00

EAST NORTON RFD 2-13-03 on 2¢ red, R-3, VF. $10.00

EAST NORTON RFD, 3-11-13, on PPC, VF. $8.00

EAST WHITMAN, R-8, 8-20-08 on PPC, EF. $§15.00

INTERLAKEN, R-8, 12-18-11 on PPC, F +. $8.00

GREENWICH VILLAGE, R-4, on bisecied 3c to pay 1 1/2c rate, F +. $8.00
LEYDEN, R-5, Doanae, 11-2-06 on PPC, F. $5.00

LYONSVILLE, R4, 8-24-77 on PPC, VF. $6.00

MEGANSETT, Doane Numeral 2, 8-24-77 on PPC, VF. $4.00

MOORE'S CORNER, R4 on 1¢c parcel posi on PPC, 7-30-13, VF. $8.00
NORTHFIELD RFD on PPC, 10-10-08, VF. $10.00

NORTH SCITUATE, Flag handstamp on PPC, 8-6-22, VF +. $8.00
NORTH SUDBURY, R-3, Doane numeral 1 on PPC, 8-17-10, VF. $4.00
POINT INDEPENDENCE, R-5, 7-18-21 on PPC, F +. $6.00

PRATT'S JUNCTION, R-5, large purpie DLC on PPC, 7-18-13, VF +. §10.00
RANDOLPH RFD, 8-26-06 on PPC, VF +. $10.00

ROWLEY RFD, 1-12-08 on PPC, VF +. $10.00

RUTLAND HEIGHTS, R-8, mach. canc. on PPC, 8-22-1940, EF. $15.00
SOUTH HANOVER, R-3 on PPC, 4-4-06, EF. $5.00

SOUTH WILLIAMSTOWN, R-5, 11-25-77 on PPC, VF. $8.00

STANDISH, R-7, 4-16-08 on PPC, F +. $10.00

STATEUNE, R-3, red-purpie Doane numeral 3 on PPC, EF, 8-20-08. $8.00
WEST ACTON, R-3, 12-26-16 on PPC, F. $3.00

BEBRZERERERARERARRERREREERREE

MASSACHUSETTS TOWNS (Cont.)

088. WEST BECKET, R-6, Doane Numeral 1 used as rec'd. mkng. on PPC, F+. $8.00
070. WEST LEYDEN, R-8, 4-13-11 on PPC, F +. $8.00
071. WEST PEABODY, R4, 11-8-07 on PPC, EF. $6.00

NEW YORK TOWNS

072. ASHTON, 1882-1913, 11-17-04 on PPC, VF +. $5.00

073. BRAINARD STATION, office open 1881-1844, 5-28-11 on PPC, F+. $3.00

074. CHILSON, office open 1882-1868, 8-12-10 on PPC, EF. $3.00

075. CHURCHTOWN, offica open 1848-1808, 2-26-08 on PPC, VF +. $4.00

078. EAGLE LAKE, office opsn 1801-1828, 8-30-12 on PPC, EF. $8.00

077. FRANKLINTON, office open 1830-1818, 7-23-08 on PPC, VF +. $3.00

078. HIGHLAND RFD on 2c red, Worcester, Mass., recg. clock, VF. $10.00

079. HOTEL CHAMPLAIN, office open 1880-1851, 8-30-11 on PPC, EF. $4.00

080. KNIGHTS, office open 1810-1833, 8-22-12 on PPC, VF. $5.00

081. MANORKILL (onve word), open 1885-1814, 10-28-08 on PPC, VF +. $6.00

082. MARINER HARBOR, office open 1883-1811, 95% complets, VF. $5.00

083. NEWEIDEN, office open 1904-1917, Doane Numeral 2, on PPC, VF. $10.00

084. P.O.N.Y. (Post Office New York) Paid All, HS on PPC from Gemmany, unusual,
F+ $10.00

085. NORTH WHITE LAKE, office open 1805-1831, 8-2-07 on PPC, F +. $8.00

086. SEVEN ISLES, office open 1802-1918, 7-12-18 on PPC, F. $6.00

087. SHEKOMEKD, office open 1871-1834, 12-21-18 on PPC, F +. $4.00

088. UNCAS, office apen 1807-1833, 7-22-12 on PPC, F +. $5.00

RHODE ISLAND TOWNS

089. ADAMSVILLE, purple stralghtline on PPC, 7-25-77, unusual, VF. $5.00

ENFIELD, R-7, 3-30-08, F + strike on fair PPC. $8.00

GRANTS MILLS, R-6, 44-12 on PPC, VF +. $8.00

HAMILTON, R-2, 8-7-43 F strike on official malling card which was a request for WWIil
ration coupons; unusual & aftractive. $8.00

NEWPORT, US NAVAL TNG. STA., 7-3-23 on PPC, VF. $8.00

PINEHILL, R-8, 3-25-13 on PPC, EF. $8.00

PONTIAC, R-3, 8-27-11 on PPC, F +. §4.00

RUMFORD, R-5, 4-13-12 on PPC, EF. $6.00

US NAVAL TRAINING STA., mach. canc., 7-8-38 on PPC, VF. $5.00

WEST BARRINGTON, R-3, 8-24-12 used as rec’d. mkng. on PPC plus 81 "Missent to
West Barrington® in purple, altractive. $6.00

VERMONT TOWNS

089. BRISTOL RFD, 8-30-08 on PPC, VF +. $10.00
100. CHELSEA RFD,,, 7-24-7? on PPC, VF. $8.00
101. DRUMMER, R-4, Doane Numeral 2 on PPC, 7-28-08, VF. $8.00
102. GASSETTS, R-2, 8-7-05 on PPC, F+. $4.00
103. HANKSVILLE, Doane Ty. 1, 88% complets, 4-8-07 on PPC, VF. $10.00
104. JEFFERSONVILLE RFD, 8-10-07 on PPC, VF. §10.00
105. LUDLOW, purple rect. box, 8-7-82, rec. mkng. on rev. of env._, V. $6.00
106. NORTH TURNBRIDGE, Doana Numeral 3, used as rec'd. mkg. on PPC, VF. $3.
107. PERKINSVILLE, unusual DLC, 12-23-20 on PPC, VF +. $5.00
108. QUEEN CITY PARK, Doane Numeral 1, 8-4-05 on PPC, F +. $3.00
109. RANDOLPH, Duplex with Star Cancel on 3¢ green, 1-30-82, VF +. $8.00
110. SAINT JOHNSBURG EAST (misspelling), Doans Numeral 3 on PPC, 5-8-07, used as
rec'd. mkg., VF +. $8.00
111. SOUTH FAIRLEE, R4, 4-27-14 on PPC, F +. $4.00
112. SOUTH NEWFANE, R-3, 11-20-07 on PPC, F +. $4.00
113. STEVENS MILLS, Doane Numeral 2, R-8, used as rec'd. mkg., 2-20-08, VF + . $68.00
114. VERSHIRE, Doane Numeral 3, 8-4-08 on PPC, F +. $3.00
115. WARREN, Doane numaeral 5, 3-8-08 on PPC, VF +. $3.00
116. WEST WOODSTOCK, R-2, 12-23-13 on PPC, F+. $3.00

WWI DOMESTIC INSTALLATIONS & OTHER
USAGES

117. ALEXANDRIA, LA., BEAUREGARD BRANCH, Univ. Mach. on env., sl. faults. $3.00
118. ATLANTA, GA., GORDON BRANCH on PPC, Univ. Mach., VF. $4.00

118. AUGUSTA, GA., HANCOCK BR. on env., Univ. Mach., $4.00

120. BALTIMORE, MD., MEADE BR., Univ. Mach. on PPC, VF. $4.00

121. BROOKLYN, NY, UPTON BR., Univ. Mach. on GPC w/Post. duse, VF. $4.00

122. FITCHBURG, MA, DEVENS BR., Univ. Mach. on patriatic env., VF. $4.00

123. FORT WORTH, TX, BOWIE BR., Univ. Mach_. on env., VF. $4.00

124. GREENVILLE, SC, SEVIER BR., Univ. Mach. on env., VF.

125. HOUSTON, TX, LOGAN BR,, Univ. Mach.

128. JACKSONVILLE, FL, MILITARY BR., Univ. Mach. on PPC. VF. $4.00
127. LOUISVILLE, KY, TAYLOR BR., Univ. Mach. on PPC, .00
128. PETERSBURG, VA., LEE BR., Univ. Mach. on PPC, VF. $4.00
129. SPARTANBURG, SC, WADSWORTH BR., Univ. Mach. on

130. CHATTANOOGA, TN., MILITARY BR., FLAG on PPC, VF. $8.
131. BURLINGTON, VT., MILITARY BR., Flag on Patriotic env., VF.
132. FORT BLISS, TX., Flag on env., VF. $6.00

133. ARC Canteen Service, printed on PPC from St. Lou
134. ARC Canteen Sevice, San Antonio, printed on PPC,
136. County Chapier, ARC, Altoona, PA, handstamp >, VE.

136. Red Cross Canteen, Forl Worth Chapier, handstamp on PPC, VF $4.00
137. ARC, Raleigh, NC Chapter, Canteen Committes, pdntod on PPC, VF. $4.00
138. ARC, Teire Haute Canteen, Handstamp on PPC, VF.

136. Canteen Service, Harrisburg, Handstamp on PPC, VF. 3400

140. ARC Canteen Service, Worcester, Mass., printed on PPC, VF. $4.00

END OF OFFERINGS
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BOOKS IN REVIEW

Graham, Richard B. United States Postal History Sampler.
Sidney, Ohio: Linn’s Stamp News, 1992. Card bound, 8.5x11"
format, 192 pp. Available from the publisher @ P.O. Box 29,
Sidney, OH 45365 $14.95 card bound or $30.00 hard bound.

Dick Graham’s Postal History Sampler has, of course,
been available for about a year now, and I know that many
of our readers have already bought a copy and added it to
their library. The book has not, however, received the recog-
nition it deserves in La Posta, and I wish to try to rectify that
omission at this time.

In the opinion of this reviewer, Richard B. Graham has
been doing more for United States postal history over the
past several years than any other individual on the planet.
Week in week out Dick assembles a meaty column which is
published in Linn’s, and is marketed to their 50 thousand
plus subscribers. Dick reviews new book and monographs,
keeps readers up to date with some of the more interesting
doings of the Machine Cancel Society, the Military Postal
History Society, the Mobile Post Office Society and others,
and still finds time to develop lines of inquiry of his own
choosing. I probably shouldn’t say so in print, but, quite
frankly Dick Graham’s weekly column is the most important
reason why I subscribe to Linn’s.

Last year, as part of its Handbook Series, Linn’s published
a compendium of some 60 of Dick’s nearly 500 columns
which appeared between 1982 and 1991. The columns are
reorganized into 15 chapters which include such diverse sub-
jects as Letter Rates, Town Datestamps, Machine Cancels,
Mail Delivery, Armed Forces Mail, Postal Stationery and Il-
lustrated Covers.

The book is illustrated throughout with high quality
halftones in black & white, and the production is first class
throughout, as one would expect. Doug Kelsey has added a
complete listing of Dick Graham’s columns by subject from
November 1982 to end of 1991. Naturally, Dick’s work is still
continuing week after week, and I for one look forward to
the next 500 installments and, perhaps, Sampler II.

This is by far the best book of its kind to come forward in
many years. It presents a very accurate reflection of the kinds
of subjects being pursued in American postal history today,
and, at $15, I would say its an absolute "must" for everyone’s
postal history library.

RWH

@. SSEANSOREE

Stich, Dr. H.F, W. Stich and J. Specht. Civil and Military Cen-
sorship During World War 11 Postal History. Vancouver, BC:
Published by the Authors, 1993. Card bound, 6x8.5", 274 pp.
Available in the US from Theo. Van Dam, Box 8809,
Anaheim, CA 92812 at $27.50 ppd.

This is an ambitious little book! The authors hasten to
point out that they have not attempted to include "all known
censor marks, resealing labels and informative cachets”, but
instead wish to "present an overview of the censor devices
used in World War II by Allied, Axis and neutral nations." I
think they have done pretty well at accomplishing their stated
objective, but I fear that the selective illiterates, who fail to
read introductions, but feel compelled to use the catalog sec-
tions anyway will soon start pricing censor markings with the
notation "unlisted in Stich, Stich & Specht”.

There is a good deal to be learned from this book. It is
well organized on a nation by nation basis, and copiously il-
lustrated by tracings, a few maps and photocopies -- no
halftones. Information about the illustrated censor markings
tends to be exceedingly terse. For example, the descriptive
information accompanying Figure 17, Plate A of the United
States section (shown above) is simply "Provisional hand-
stamps used in Alaska in 1941." This is, of course, almost
true, but it doesn’t begin to provide an explanation. Were
these the only censor marks used in Alaska in 1941? (should
be early 1942). What makes them different from other cen-
sor marks used there or elsewhere? Are these markings com-
mon? Scarce?

Naturally, the subject is too big to give more than a very
light brush, and, based on what little I know of the overall
field, I'd say Stich, Stich & Specht have given us a good job.
In my opinion, this book is to the field of WWII censor mark-
ings as Russ Hanmer’s first attempt at producing A
Collector’s Guide to U.S. Machine Postmarks, 1871-1925, was
to machine cancels. It is a useful first step, but in the area of
censor markings we are still awaiting the emergence of some
high quality catalogers of the likes of Morris & Payne.

I can recommend the volume for collectors with a deep
seated interest in WWI1I military postal history, particularly
those who might be willing to grab a thread and start unravel-
ing it. For the general U.S. postal historian with a limited
book budget, wait for the movie.

RWH



Hale, James B. compiler Territorial and Early Statehood
Covers Owned by the State Historical Society of Wisconsin.
Bulletin No. 22, Wisconsin Postal History Society, 1993.
Loose leaf, 8.5x11", 3 hole punch, 56 pp. Available from
WPHS at 5401 Raymond Road, Madison, W1 53711. Price
$5.00 postpaid.-

These Wisconsin folks just keep publishing impressive
and interesting monographs. I'm not sure why they succeed
so well while almost all other state postal history societies
are barely holding their own, but they certainly have
presented a model for other similar groups to emulate.

This, their 22nd monograph, is an inventory by James B.
Hale of over 3,000 philatelic items in the collection of the
State Historical Society of Wisconsin. Among other things,
Hale was able to document markings from 30 Wisconsin ter-
ritorial post offices for which covers had not previously been
known.

The main body of the publication is a very large table
which lists alphabetically all of the Wisconsin Territory
covers found according to town, rate & auxiliary markings,
the number of such covers in the collections, the earliest and
latest dates and the archive sources. It is a most impressive
listing, and should be an important source of information for
all collectors of Wisconsin, Minnesota and Iowa postal his-
tory. It is also a project worthy of emulation for students of
postal history in other states, although perhaps not all state
historical societies will be as accommodating as SHSW.
RWH

BOOK NOTES

K. David Steidley, Ph.D., writes to say that anyone interested
in learning more about the Great White Fleet should obtain
a copy of Robert A. Hart, The Great White Fleet: Its Voyage
Around the World 1907-1909 published by Little, Brown &
Co.

Herman "Pat" Herst, Jr., P.O. Box 1583, Boca Raton, FL
33429, writes to advise that he is offering a list of philatelic
and postal history related books for sale on a first come first
serve basis. The list contains a great diversity of titles and
Pat’s prices appear to be extremely conservative. Interested
parties should write Pat direct without delay.
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 ANNOUNCING:

REDIRECTED MAIL

: The Redirecting System of the U.S. Post

Office for First Class Mail, 1799-Present
- By Anthony S. Wawrukiewicz

(Volume 9, La Posta Monograph Series)

Using over 130 illustrations of
covers from his own award-winning exhibit,
Dr. Wawrukiewicz traces the development
of the U.S. postal system policy on redirect-
ing, or forwarding, 1st Class Mail from 1799
to the present. The author traces the history
of redirecting rates, which at first varied
with the distance to be traveled by a cover,
and illustrates through selected examples
several of the more unusual rates. Addition-
al subjects include redirecting during the era
of special California and Rocky Mountain
rates, redirection of overseas mail, private
carriers and expresses and redirecting, and
redirecting in the age of bar codes.

Appendices illustrate both those
FORWARDED markings known to be uni-
que to a particular urban post office and
those known to have been used at more than
one post office. The monograph concludes
with a Bibliography and an Index to illustra-
tions.

Redirected Mail consists of 88 pages
printed on 8.5x11" text and saddle stable
bound in stiff covers in the manner of other
La Posta Monaographs. Subscribers to
Volumes 9 and 10 of the La Posta
Monograph Series will automatically receive
a copy of this work. Others who wish to
order a postpaid copy of Redirected Mail
should send $16.00 to:

LA POSTA PUBLICATIONS
P.0. Box 135
Lake Oswego, OR 97034
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19th Century Railway Postal History:
A Mait Auction Conducted by Richard W. Helbock at the Owner’s Request

P.O. Box 135, Lake Oswego, OR 97034
(503) 657-5685 (9AM-4PM M-F)
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Ro48
RO51

A & ELKRIDGE/RR., ¢.1880, G+ (268-A-1) on cover w/3c green; Annapolis and
Elkridge RR Co. cc. Est. $30.00

A & AIRLINE/A.R, 1887, G + (320-A-2) on 3¢ green entire. Est. $15.00

ASH. & N.C./R.R., c.1880, G blue (551-A-1) on cover w/3c green. ES15

BOSTON & CAPE COD R.R., 1867, G+ (55-B-1) on cover w/#65. Est. $25

BOS. TO ESS. JUNC/R.R., c1880, G+ {41-D-1) on cover w/3c green. Esl. $25.00
BOW. TO P.C.B. & P/R.R., c.1880, G (268-A-1) on cover w/3c green. Est. $25.00
CHESA_ & OHIO/R.R., 1877, G + (303-D-3) as forwarding mark on face of cover pm
UNIVERSITY OF VA/VA. Est. $20.00

CHICAGO & ST. LOUIS A.R,, 18687, G+ (705-B-1) ties #65 on cover. Est. $20.00
CHI. & MIL/R.R., c.1880, G (842-E-1) tiea 3c green on cover. E$15
DELAWARE/R.R., 1877, G biue {260-A-1) on 3c green entire. Est. $30.00
E.TOST.M.P. K E/R.R, 1887, G+ (198-G-1) on 3¢ gresn entire w/Waiten
Wooden Ware Works cc. Est. $20.00

GREEN. & COL/R.R,, (1876), G+ (337-D-1) on cover w/3c green. Est. $20.00
GREENVILLE & COLUMBIA/R.R., (1888), G (337-K-1) tiea #85 on cover. Est. $30.00
HOR. & PORT./R.R., (1877), G+ (840-C-1) on GPC. Est. $30.00
HOUSATONIC/R.R., (1877), G+ (88-B-8) on 3c green entire. Est. $30.00

LONG ISLAND/R.R., (1872), VG (112-D-1) on cover w/3c green; missing top back
flap. Est. $30.00

L VALLEY/R.R,, 1877, G (180-C-2) on cover w/3c cork tied green. Est. $20.00

M. & D/R.R., ¢.1880, VG (262-A-1) on cover w/3c green. Est. $25.00

MACON & BRUNSJ/R.R,, (1876), G + biue (3508-B-2) on GPC. Eat. $20.00

ME. CEN/R.R,, G+ (4-K-1) ties 3c green on cover w/attny. cc. Est. $20.00

MIL& F.DU LAC/RRR, ¢.1880, VG (850-A-1) & target ties 3c green on cover
w/banker's cc., tape repalr along upper feft edge. Est. $20.00

MIL & LAC/R.R, 1877, G+ (837-D-2) on 3c green entire. Est. $20.00

MIL& PRA. DU C/RR., c.1880, VG (843-E-1) on 3¢ green entire. Est. $25.00
MIL. & ST. P/R.R., 1877, G+ (837-C-1) tiea 3c green on cover. Est. $20.00
MOBILE & OHIO/M.R., 1877, VG (420-A-2) on 3¢ green entirs w/New Orisans
commission merchant cc. Est. $30.00

N.H. & N/RR., 1877, G+ (85-B-2) ties 3c green on cover. Est. $30.00

N.O.J.& G.N.R.R., 1887, VG (421-A-3) on 3c pink erttire w/closed tear into
postmark. Est. $20.00

NORTHEASTERN R.R., 1867, G blue (340-C-2) on cover w/#65. Est. $20.
NORWICH & WORJ/R.R,, c1876, VG (81-B-1) on U221 (FRONT ONLY) wivert. &
horiz. creases. Est. $20.00

N.Y.& ERIE, 1867, VG (125-H-2) ties #85 on cover w/it. stain UR comer, Est. $30.00
P.&E/R.R., c.1880, G+ (110-A-1) on cover w/3c green. Est. $35.00

P.& O/RR,, ¢.1880, VG (11-8-1) on cover w/3c green; Patrons of Husbandry/East
Hardwick, VT printed cc. Est. $40.00

PENSA & GA/R.R., (1875), VG (381-A-2) on UX3. Est. $30.00

PEORIA & LOGANSPORT/R.R., 1877, G + (656-D-1) ties 3c green on cover.

Est. $25.00

PLYM. TO CONCJ/R.R., 1877, VG (25-B-1) & cork ties 3c green on cover.

Est. $20.00

PORT ROYAL/R.R., (1881), G+ (335-A-1) on UXS. Est. $25.00

PORT. & ROCH./RR., {1874), VG {21-H-1) on cover w/3c gresn,; letter enclosed.
Est. $25.00

PROV. & WOR/R.R., 1877, G + biua (72-D-2) tiea 3c green on cover. Eat. §15.00
R.C.AF/R.R, 1877, G+ (41--1) on 3c green entire timmed just Into stamp.
Est. $20.00

RICH. & DAN./RR., 1877, G+ (310-C-1) on 3¢ green entire. Est. $20.00
RR.L&ST.LRR, 18772, VG (693-A-3) on cover w/3c green. Est. $40.00

R.& G.S.& R/RR,, 1877, VG blue (308-F-1) on cover w/cork tied 3c green.

Est. $40.00

S. & MJ/RR, 1887, G {425-A-3) on 3¢ pink entire to New Orleans; It. stains.

Est. $25.00

SALEM BR/R.R., 1877, VG (325-A-1) on cover FRONT ONLY w/overall illus. of
Salem Iron Woris assembly line; edge wear. Est. $30.00

S.B.C.RL&P/RR, 1877, G (pencll strengthed) on GPC. Est. $20.

STJO & D.C., 1872, G+ (813-D-1) on cover w/3c green. Est. $25.00

ST.PAUL & PAC/R.R,, 1877, G+ {8688-A-1) on cover w/cork tisd 3c green.

Est. $15.00

S.P/A.R., 1877, VG (200-G-1) on cover addr. io naval vesssl ('Minneaota’) sl
Newport, Ri. Est. $40.00

S.8 W.ARJUNC/RR, 1877, VG (35-J-1) ties 3c green on cover. Est. $30.00

SUN. VAL/R.R, 1877, G + {light) (27-A-1) on cover w/3c green. Est. $40.00

VA CENTRAL RR., 1867, G+ (303-C-1) ties #85 on MOURNING COVER.

Est. $30.00

WATERLOO & AUSTIN/R.R., 1877, G (760-A-1) on cover w/3c green. Est. $25.00

AGENT POSTMARKS
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ALB.& BING/AGT., 1874, G+ (116-B-1) on UXS5. Est. $15.00

ALLEN & PAWL/AGT., 1880, G (185-B-1) on soiled UX5 w/vert. creass into
postmark. Est. $8.00

ATLANTA & MACON/AGT., 1880, G+ (352-C-1) on UX5. Est. $15.00

AUB.& SAYRE/AGT., 1887, G (high & light) (134-B-1) on drop rate cover to
Cortland, NY. Est. $10.00

AUG.& PT.ROYAL/AGT., 1881, VG {335-C-1) on UX5. Est. $10.00

BELFAST & BURNHAM/AGT., 1886, G + (5-C-1) tiea #210 on cover. Est. $10.00
BETH.& PHIL/AGT., 1887, Vg (182-D-1) on 2c brown entire. Est. $20.00

BING.& N.Y/AGT., 1887, G + (175-F-1) on 2c red entire. Est. $12.00

BOS.& PROV.JAGT., 1880, VG (70-F-1) & NEGATIVE ‘8" killer both used as
forwarding marks w/MISSENT on cover pm WESTFIELD/NY. Est. $20.00

BRAT.& PALMER, ¢1880, G (light) (37-B-1) on cover w/saafood dlir's. cc. Est. $8.00
CAN.& WMSPORT/AGT., 1887, G+ (183-E-1) on 2c green entire. Est. $10.00
CHARLES.& AUGUSTA/AGT., 1880, G+ (336--1) on cover missing top back flap;
nicked LR cnr. Est. $20.00

CHAR.& ATLANTA/AGT., c1880, G+ (320-B-1) on cover. Est. $15.00

CHATML& N.Y., c1880, VG (108-D-1) on cover. Est. $20.00

CLEAR.& TYRONE/AGT., 1834, G+ (202-B-1) on 2c red entire. Est. $12.

CLEVE.& CATON/AGT., 1882, G (very light) (592-B-1) on cover. ES8

COL& AUGUSTA/AGT., 1878, G + blue (338.F-1) on GPC w/M. staina. Est. $8.00
COV.& HUNT/AGT., 1878, G (303-H-1) on UX5. Est. $10.00

CRETE & RED CLOUD/AGT., 1884, G + (840-A-1) ties #210 on cover. Est. $20.00
DAV.& C.BLUFFS/AGT., ¢.1880, VG (702-M-1) on cover w/3c green. Eat. $20.00
DES. M.& ALBIA/AGT., 1880, G+ (778-A-1) on UX10. Est. $§12.00

S:S M.& KEOKUK/AGT., {1878), G (757-D-1) on cover w/printed dry gooda dir. cc.

. $8.00

DET.& GR.HAVEN/AGT., 1887,'G + (811-F-2) on covef trimmed @ . Into one of
two 1c biue banknoles. Est. $10.00

DET.& HOW. CITY/AGT., (1878), G (622-C-1) on tiea 3¢ green on cover Est. $10.00
LM.A DUNKIRK/N.Y., (1887), VG (150-F-1) on cover wancy hardware dirs. cc.;
flattened creases & n?o wear. Est. $12.00

EASTON & ELMJ/AGT., 1877, VG (180-1-2) on cover. Est. $25.00

EASTON & HAZEL /AGT., 1887, VG (180-K-1) on cover w/cork tied #210.

Est. $25.00

ELROY & HARVJ/AGT., 1880, G+ (high) (838-D-2) on cover w/3c green.

Est. $§12.00

ELMIRA & BLOSS./AGT., 1877, G+ (224-A-1) on cover w/3c grean. Est. $15.00
FT.DODGE & S.CITY/AGT., 1881, G+ (758-K-1) on UXS. Est. $20.00

GENEVA & WELLS/AGT., 1878, G+ (138-B-1) on UX5. Est. $25.00

GOLDS & BEAU/AGT., ¢1880, VG {(323-D-1) on cover w/3c green. Est. $20.00
GOLDS.& GREENJAGT., c1885, VG (322-G-1) on cover w/#210; cover has . stain
& ia a bit uneven along top edge. Est. $15.00

GREEN. & BOSTON/AGT., ¢1880, G + (51-J-1) on cover w/3c green; light toning &
tiny nick UL comer. Est. $15.00

HARRIS.& MARTINS/AGT., 1888, VG (208-F-1) on cover w/cork tied 3c green.

Est. $20.00

HART. & MILLERTON/AGT., c1885, G + (81-C-3) on cover w/cork tied #210; minor
stain. Est. $15.00

HEMP.& AUSTIN/AGT., (1881), G ((HEMP" Indistinct) (474-B-2) on 3c gresn entire.
Est. $10.00

HEND.& COLUMBIA/AGT., 1883, G + (338-C-2) & NEG. "W" killer on UX7.

Est. $10.00

HUNT.& CUMBJ/AGT., c1885, VG {211-8-1) on cover w/#210. Est. $15.00

IND.& LOUIS AGT/NIGHT, 1885, G+ (854-F-1) on UX7. Est. $12.00

ISH.& FT.HOWARD/AGT., ¢1880, G + (830-B-1) on cover w/pals 1c bluss;
LENON/MICH forwarding cds; age wear. Est. $10.00

KAN. CITY & DEMING/AGT., 1883, G + (811-F-3) on 3¢ green entire. E$10
KAN.C.& WELLINGTON/AGT., 1881, G+ (808-C-1) on 3c green entire. Est. $10.00
LACO.& SYRA.JAGT., c1880, G {light) (103-A-1) & Neg. 'S" killer on cover w/3c
green. Est. $15.00

LANC. & BOSTON/AGT., ¢.1885, VG (25-G-2) & NEG. "N’ killer ties #210 on cover.
Est. $20.00

LH.& ERIE/AGT., 1882, VG (188-D-1) on UX7. Est. $20.00

LH.& HARRIS/AGT., 18868, G + (197-B-1) ties #210 on cover. Est. $18.00

MEX.& JEFF.CITY/AGT., (1876), VG (818-A-2) on cover w/printed Mexico
Exchange Bank (MO) cc. Est. $18.00

MIL& CHICAGO/AGT., c1880, G + {842-C-2) & BOLD *S' killer on cover timmed
1/4' @ left. Est. $15.00

MOBILE & N.O/AGT., 1879, G + (404-C-1) on UXS5. Est. $20.00

MT.CAR.& SUN./AGT., 1880, G + (188-A-1) on toned cover w/cork tied 3c green.
Est. $20.00

NASHUA & WORC /AGT., 1888, G+ {21-D-2) on 2c brown entire. E$S20.
N.LONDON & N.HAVEN/AGT., 1888, VG (70-K-1) on U311. Est. $18.00
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AGENT POSTMARKS

R106
R107

R108
R108

R110
R111

R112
R113
R114
R115
R116

R117
R118
R118

R120
Ri121
R122
R123
R124
R125
R128
R127

R128
R129

A130
R131
R132
R133
R134
R135
R138
R137

R138
R138

R140
R141

R142
R143

R144
R145

R148

R147
R148
R148
R150

R151

R152
R153
R154
R155

R158
R157

R158
A150
R160
R161
R162
R183
R164
R185

A168
R167

N.O.& ALEXANDRIA/AGT., 1884, G (light) (436-A-1) on U238. Est. $18.00

N.O.& SHREVEPORT/AGT., 1883, G + (438-D-1) & corika tie 1¢ + 2c banknotes on
cover. Est. $20.00

NEWP.& SPRINGF JAGT., 1883 FINE (35-K-1) & bold “S" killer on UX7. Est. $18.00
N.Y.& N.HAVEN/AGT., 1878, VG (70-L-1) & "E" killer on MOURNING COVER w/3c
green; sm. closed teara along top sdge. Est $12.00

NORF.& RAL/AGT., ¢.1880, G + (308-G-1) on cover w/3c green; light toning.

Est. $15.00

NO.CON.& BOSTON/AGT., 1878, G+ (20-B-1) as forwarding mark on cover pm
fancy WILLLAMSTOWN/N.J.; also biuea CONCORD/N.H. cda as cover waa twice
MISSENT. Esl. $20.00

NO.CREEK & SARA/AGT., 1887, VG (108-B-2) on cover w/Blus Mountain Lake
Stage & Trans. Co. cc. Eﬂ.$12m

OG.& ROME/AGT., ¢.1880, G + (102-D-1) on cover w/Roma, Watertown &
Ogdensburgh RR cc. Est. $18.00

OMAHA & KEARN/AGT., (1881), G+ (833-B-2) on cover opsned a trifie uneven @
right. Est. $20.00

PAD.& MEMPHIS/AGT., 1885, G + (538-B-1) tiea #210 on cover w/severs edge
wear (worms?, mice?) on all four sides. Est. $10.00

PARKERS & CIN./AGT., 1883, VG (571-F-1) on cover w/Guysville, Ohio carpenter's
cc. Est. $20.00

PEORIA & EVANSJAGT., 1883, VG (712-C-1) on UX7. Est. $25.00

PETERBORO & WORCJAGT., 1881, G+ (58-D-1) on UX 5. Est. $25.00

PET.& GR.RAPIDS/AGT., ¢1880, VG (620-E-1) on 3c green entire trimmed inta
stamp. Est. $25.00

PHIL & HARRIS/AGT., 1877, G (light) (203-H-1) ties 3c green on cover. Est. $10.00
PITTS.& BRIDGPT./AGT., 1883, VG (88-C-1) on UX7. Est. $18.00

R.POINT.& ALB./AGT., 1880, VG blue (100-E-1) on 3¢ green enilre. Est. $18.00
ST.ALBS.& OGDENS./AGT., 1887, G+ (101-H-1) on UX7. Est. $12.00

ST.JOE & HASTINGS/AGT., 1881, G (813-A-1) on UXS. Est. $10.00

ST.LOUIS & DUQUOIN/AGT., 1877, G + blue (717-A-1) on cover. E$12.00

ST.L.& KAN.CITY/AGT., 1880, G + (808-A-1) on cover w/3c green. Est. $15.00
ST.MARYS & ERIE/AGT., (1881), G+ (188-E-1) on cover w/Renovo, PA Holel cc.
Esl. $10.00

ST.PAUL & ELROY/AGT., 1881, G+ (838-E-2) on UXS. Est. $25.00

ST.PAUL & S.CITY/AGT., 1885, VG (870-B-1) & boid “W" kilier on 2¢c brown entire
w/stalned UL comer. Est. $20.00

SAND.& MUNCIE/AGT., ¢1885, G ('D.& MU" indistinct) (586-E-1) on cover
w/Celina, Ohio holel cc. Est. $10.00

SELMA & MADRID/AGT., 1878, G (light) (425-B-1) on UX3. Est. $12.00

SHEBOY & PRINCE/AGT., G+ magenta (847-A-1) on 3c green entire. Est. $15.00
SKOW.& PORT/AGT., c1880, G+ (4-O-1) on cover w/3c green. Est. $12.00
SO.LOND.& BRAT/AGT., 1887, G + (38-B-1) on UX7. Est. $12.00

PT.JEFF.& HICKS/AGT., 1884, light {readabie) (112--2) on cover w/#210.

Est. $12.00

PORT.& SWANT/AGT., (1875), VG (11-D-1) & bold 'E" killer on cover w/3c grean.
Est. $25.00

PORT.& WORCESTER/AGT., (1877), VG {21-F-1) on cover w/Rockingham County
Farm cc. Esd. $20.00

P.R.& AUG./AGT., 1878, VG (335-B-1) on UXS5. Est. $18.00

PORTS.& CONJAGT., c1885, G+ (22-A-1) on cover wtarget tied #210; cover has
butcher's cc & closed tear along botlom center. Est. $20.00

PORTS.& MANCHJ/AGT., (1881), G (22-B-1) on cover w/cork tied 3¢ green.

Esl. $10.00

POST.& C.RAPIDS/AGT., (1877). G+ (747-A-1) on cover w/3c gresn; w/letter.

Esl. $15.00

POTTS.& PHILA/AGT., 1888, G + (180-E-2) on 2c brown entire. Est. $20.00
PROV.& NEW LONDON/AGT., c1880, VG (70-1-2) & NEG. "E" killer ties 3c green on
cover. Est. $25.00

PROV. & PASCOAGJ/AGT., G+ (71-A-1) & Neg "E" killer on U311. E$12.

PROV.& WATY/AGT., (1877), G (54-G-1) on cover w/Hartford, Prov. & Fishidll RR
cc. Est. $18.00

PROV.& WILLIMTK/AGT., 1885, VG (54-H-2) & cork ties #210 on it. tonad cover;
timmed 3/8' @ left. Est. $18.00

RACINE & R.I/AGT., c1886, VG (835-C-2) on 2¢ brown entire. Est. $15.00

RICH.& NILFALLS/AGT., 1888, readabie (130-C-1) ties #213 on cover. Est. $8.00
RICHMOND,INDJLOCAL AGENT, c1885, G + {880-M-1) on U231. Est. $8.00
SYR.& EARL/AGT., c.1885, VG (128-B-1) ties #210 on cover w/stain along bottom
& nt. edges. Est. $10.00

SYR.& ROCHJ/AGT., ¢1880, G (115--1) on 3c green entire w/comm. march. cc.,
Est. $10.00

SYRA. AUB. & ROCH./AGT., 1885, G+ (115~J-1) on cover w/#210. Est. $12.00
TERRE H.& EVANS/AGT., 1881, G + (852-E-1) on UXS5. Est. $20.00

TOWANDA & BERN./AGT., 1881, VG (178-A-1) on 2c green entire. Est. $20.00
TRACY & VOLGA/AGT., 1882, aboul G ('TRACY" indistinct) (86868-D-1) & *E" killer on
UTICA & BING/AGT., c1885, VG (126-B-2) on cover w/#210. Est. $12.00

UTICA & RANDALLS/AGT., 1885, G+ (122-C-1) & cork ties #210 on cover w/i.
edge foning. Est. $12.00

VERDEN & JACK/AGT., ¢1880, light, readable (732-A-1) on cover w/3c green.

Est. $12.00

W.R.& MONTRJAGT., (1881), G+ (38-A-1) & NEG "E" ties 3¢ green on cover.
Est. $12.00

WEST.N.C.RR/D.A.RAMSEY RT.AGT., 1877, readabie (328-D-1) on UX5.

Est. §12.00

W.W.& BRIDG'PTJ/AGT., 1881, G + (87-C-2) on cover w/3c green. Est. $10.00
WMSBG.& N.HAVEN/AGT., 1878, G (85-C-2) ties 3¢ gresn on cover. E$10
WINCH.& PALMER/AGT., 1881, VG (58-B-1) on UXS5. Est. $15.00

WIN.& WORCESTER/AGT., 1886, G+ (58-B-1) & NEG "N" ties #210 on cover
wiblue freight agent handstamp cc. Est. $15.00

WIN & BRIDGE'PT.JAGT., (1878), VG (87-D-1) on cover w/3c green. Est. $15.00
WORC.& MENJAGT., 1877, iight, readable (848-B-1) on UXS. Est. $10.
WORC.& NORWICH/AGT., c1885, G+ {81-D-1) & cork ties 2x #210 on cover
winibbled UR comer. Est. $12.00
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STATION MARKINGS

R168 ALLEGHENY VALLEY/MAHONING, 1881, G+ blue (218-S-1) on UX5. Est. $30.00

R168 B.& LR.R/NORTH BILLERICA, 1881, G+ blue (24-S-3) on cover w/3c green.
Est. $20.00

R170 C.& P.R.R/EARLVILLE, 1868, G blua (554-8-2) on U58. Est. $20.00

R171 MOULTRIE/C.&P.R.R., 1867, VG (554-S-4) on cover w/#66. Est. $40.00

R172 MARSEILLES/C.& P.RR., 1887, G+ fancy shieid ties #65 on cover w/surface tears
along top & left edges. Est. $40.00

R173 GRAND TRUNK RAILWAY/BRYANT'S POND, 1876, VG blus cds aa rec'd. mark on
UX5 postimarked SACO/ME. Esi. $40.00

R174 HAWLEYVILLE/HOUSATONIC R.R., (1868), G + (88-S-4a) ties #85 on cover
opened a trifie uneven @ left. Est. $25.00

R175 KENT/HOUSATONIC RR, (1887), G+ (88-S-8a) ties #85 on cover timmed a bit @
loft. Est. $30.00

R178 H.R.R/NEWTOWN, 1867, G+ (88-S-8a) on cover w/#65. Est. $40.00

R177 FROM ARCOLAALL. C.R.R., 1867, G + (708-S-1) on cover w/#65. Est. $30.00

R178 ILLCEN.RA/PARNELL, 1884, G + bilue shield on cover w/2c COLUMBIAN tied by
partial second strike. Est. $25.00

R178 ILLINOIS CENTRAL/R.R./RAMSEY, 1877, VG (708-S-3) on cover w/3c green;
timmed 1/2' @ left. Est. $40.00

R180 N.C.RAILWAY/Hanowver Junction, 1870, G + (185-S-2) ties 3c green on cover.
Est. $20.00

R181 WHITEHALL/N.C.R.W., 1882, G + biue (185-S-7) on registered cover. Est. $40.00

R182 MAINE CENTRAL R.A./Waterville, 1868, G+ biue (4-S-2) on US trimmed just a bit
uneven @ right. Est. $50.00

R183 (N) Y.S.& W.R.R/OAKLAND, 1885, readabie blue dcda on cover w/#210.
Est. $30.00

A184 ARTESIA, Miss./M.& O.R.R,, 1881, G+ magenta (420-S-3) on 3c green entire.
Est. $40.00

R185 P.C.& ST.L. RY/HAMLIN'S PENN/STATION, 1875, G+ octagon on cover w/3c
green,; lefier anclosed. Est. $40.00

R188 PHILA.& READING RR.CO/AKRON, 1880, VG (188-S-3) on cover w/3c green.
Est. $40.00

R187 R.& B.R.R/BARTONSVILLE, 187-, VG (41-S-8) on cover w/3c green. Est. $75.00

R188 WILMINGTON & WESTERN R.R/MOUNT CUBA, 1884, G + (266-S-1) ties #210 on
cover. Est. $40.00
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St. Charles County, Missouri. The First Half-Century of Postal History, 1806-1856.
Robert G. Schultz

Today we more or less take mail service for
granted. Oh, we complain when the postage rate
goes up (again!) and we complain about how long it
takes to get a Ictter or when a package is mangled,
but, in general, we really don’t think about our mail
service very much. Things were considerably
different in the first decades of the new republic,
especially on the frontier. In the early 1800,
Missouri was the frontier. The St. Charles District
(later County) was located at the confluence of the
Mississippi and Missouri Rivers and originally
stretched northwest indefinitely. In 1769, only six
years after the settlement of St. Louis, the village of
St. Charles was established on the west (north) bank
of the Missouri River. In St. Charles prior to the
Louisiana Purchase in 1803, most settlers were of
French extracion although Americans were
increasingly secen. After the Purchase, American
settlement increased rapidly and most of these recent
settlers had relatives "back East." Letters from the
old home, from family and relatives, were eagerly
awaited. But they dido’t come too often. Mail
service was poor and rates were high. Mail was
carried by horseback in saddlebags. Loss of an
entire mail shipment in fording a stream occurred
with distressing frequency.

Prior to the Louisiana Purchase in 1803,
there was no civilan mail service.  Military
dispatches were carried dowariver to New Orleans
from St. Louis and St. Charles. Civilian mail was
carried by favor either downriver or eastward where
it entered the American postal service at Kaskaskia,
Illinois, Vincennes, Indiana or Louisville, Kentucky.
After the purchase, post offices were established
only slowly in Missouri. St. Charles was the fourth
or fifth office established in the territory - after St.
Louis (1804), Ste. Genevieve (late 1804), and New
Madrid (1805). Cape Girardeau and St. Charles
appear to have been established at nearly the same
time in June, 1806. These five towns were also the
seats of District government and this was the reason
for the early establishment of their post offices.
Mail service came from the east via Kaskaskia,
Hllinois to St. Louis and thence to St. Charlcs once a
week. At Kaskaskia, mail was also sent south to Ste.
Genevieve, Cape Girardeau and New Madrid once
every two weeks.

The St. Charles post office was established in
June, 1806 with Mackey Wherry as first postmaster.

St. Charles was truly the end of the line for postal
service for ten years. Even though settlement had
spread west and north out from St. Charles, even
before the War of 1812, postal service did not follow
until November, 1816, when a route was added from
St. Charles to St. Johns (Fraoklin Co.), Fort Cooper
(Booneville, Cooper Co.) and Howard Courthouse
(Franklin, Howard Co.). Although not listed in the
original route announcement, this route scrved two
more post offices, both in St. Charles County. These
offices, gleaned from the postmaster appointment
records, were called Femme Osage and Dardenne.
In later postal route announcemeants, these offices
appeared as "Missouri Crossings." They both were
located along the Missouri River, not inland where
settlements with these names exist today.

Femme Osage was located near the mouth of
the Femme Osage Creek. Dardennc was located
further west along the river in the western part of
the Darst Bottoms. No stampless covers from these
two offices have yet been secen, but one cover is
known that is addressed to "John Smith’s Post Office,
St. Charles County, Missouri." John Smith was the
sccond Dardenne postmaster, succeeding Abiel
Farnsworth in 1820. Dardenne and Femme Osage
were not large settlements and suffered from
periodic flooding by the Missouri River. In the
1830’s and 1840’s, the southwest St. Charles County
arca was settled by German immigrants and the
Dardenne post office was moved west to the area
and renamed Augusta. The Femme Osage post
office also moved westward a mile or so in 1833 and
was renamed Missouriton. This office continued in
service until 1880 but never was large. The town of
Missouriton succumbed to one of the periodic
Missouri River floods and was partly washed away.

The next post office established in Saint
Charles County was Portage des Sioux. It was (and
still is) located on the Mississippi River where
legend has it that a party of Sioux Indians portaged
their canoes across the narrow land between the
Missouri and Mississippi Rivers while flecing from
an Osage Indian war party. Antoine Reiche was
appointed first postmaster in 1819 and the office was
discontinued in 1823. The office was reestablished
in 1833. The table shows that Portage des Sioux was
discontinued and reestablished several times over the
ensuing years. While not certain, this is probably
due to periodic Mississippi River flood disasters.
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One of the main routes west for settlers was
not along the Missouri River, but rather along the
Boonslick Trail. This trail had originally been
established by Nathan and Daniel Morgan Boone,
the sons of Daniel Boone. It was a route to the
Boonslick country in what is now Howard County. in
central Missouri. The Boones had established a salt
works in the area and had promoted Howard County
as an ideal settlement area. Settlers came in droves
from the east, many from Kentucky and Tennessee.
Others came from the New Madrid area in Missouri,
exchanging their land claims made worthless by the
New Madrid earthquakes (1811-12) for new land
claims in the Howard County area.

As the Boonslick Trail prospered, so did
settlements along the traill. These secttlements
included what became Warrenton in Warren County
and Columbia in Boone County. In St. Charles
County also, settlements and post offices were
established along the trail. Pond Fort, southeast of
todays Wentzville, was established in 1821 on the site
of a tavern nd settlement that had "forted up” during
the War of 1812. Robert Bailey was postmaster. In
1827, the name was changed to Naylor’s Store (John
Naylor, P.M.). The site probably shifted slightly
eastward on the trail at the same time. Except for a
short reversion in name in 1840-41, Naylor’s Store
remained in service until after the Civil War.

In 1824, another office was established on the
Boonslick Trail, east of Pond Fort at the place where
the trail crossed the Dardenne Creek. This office
underwent a confusing series of name changes over
the 182445 time period. It was orginally called
Pitman’s (1824-27), then McConnell’s (1827),
Dardenne Bridge (1827-33), Stockland (1833-36),
Relief (1836-39), then Stockland again (1839-43) and
finally Cottleville (1843-present). All the while,
through these name changes, the office probably
moved less than a quarter-mile from one store or
building to another in the town that finally became
Cottleville.

Another town, Hickory Grove, was
cstablished on the Boonslick Trail, just on the county
line separating St. Charles and Warren Counties.
Until 1854, the office remained in Warren County.
Then, a new postmaster was appointed and the office
moved across the line into St. Charles County. The
scttlement also went by the name of Pauldingyville.

Another trail for settlers in Missouri was the
Salt River Road. This trail ran north and west out of
St. Charles into Lincoln, Pike, Ralls and Marion
Counties. Settlements included Louisiana (on the
Mississippi River in Pike Co.), New London (on the
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Salt River in Ralls Co.) and Palmyra (in Marion
Co.). In St. Charles county, two post offices were
established in settlements along the route, Eagle
Creek (1825) and Wellsburgh (1831). Eagle Creek
was located in northwest St. Charles County,
probably near its namesake. It remained in service
only until 1833. Flint Hill was established in 1836 in
the same general arca.

Wellsburgh post office was located along the
bluffs of the Mississippi on the Salt River Road. It
lasted seven years (1831-38) and then was
reestablished in 1843. The office continued until
1878 when it was renamed St. Paul.

Another post office on the Salt River road
needs to be mentioned, St. Peters. Saint Peters
settlement was located where the road crossed the
Dardenne Creek. The first settlers arrived as early
as 1796 and by 1815 a church and grist mill were
built. However, no post office existed until 1841
when Paul Trendly, a well known settler, was
appointed postmaster. However, the office was
discontinued in 1842 and it'is doubtful that the office
ever opened. Another attempt to establish a post
office was made in 1850. It was again discontinued
in 1851. Finally, with the coming of the railroad in
1855, a post office opened and remained in service.

By the late 1830’s, German settlers began to
flood into St. Charles County. Towns were formed
off the traditional post routes to serve these German
farmers and post offices followed.

A new Femme Osage community and post
office was established in 1839 near the headwaters of
the Femme Osage Creek. New Melle was estab-
lished in 1850 on a site on the Dardenne Prairie
between Femme Osage and Dardenne Creeks.
Hamburg was established in 1851 on the bluffs of the
Missouri River between Missouriton and Cottleville.
These and other offices are shown in the illustration
taken from the 1855 Site Report submitted to Wash-
ington by the New Melle postmaster.

Two other offices appear in the postmaster
appointment records. Bluffton "existed" for only
eight months in 1846 and may have been entered in
error in the St. Charles County section of the
postmaster appointment records. Pomona existed
only from 1851 to 1854 and appears to have been
ncar New Melle. When New Melle gained
ascendency, Pomona disappeared.

The early post routes through Saint Charles
County were mostly centered on St. Charles. The
earliest route west was along the Missouri River as
noted above. Latcr the route was modified to
remain on the north side of the Missouri reaching
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Pinckney (Warren Co.), now Marthasville and
further west. The post route along the boonslick
Trail was established in 1821 and the one along the
Salt River Road in 1819 and 1820. Another post
route between St. Charles and Edwardsville, Illinois

via Portage des Sioux and Alton, Illinois was
established in 1819. Finally a route from St. Louis to

Fort Bellefontaine (north St. Louis Co.), Portage des

Sioux, Monroe Courthouse (now OIld Monroe,
Lincoln Co.), Louisiana and Palmyra was established

in 1819.

Listed below in chronological order are the
post offices in St. Charles County that were estab-
lished before 1856, their years in service and their
postmasters and dates of appointment prior to 1856.

St. Charles (1806-present)

Mackey Wherry 1806
John Harvey 1806
M. J. Deane 1816
Uriay Devore 1818
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