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PUBLISHER’S PAGE

Quite a few readers responded to my
comments which appeared in the last issue
regarding the term "postal history", and
the way in which it is applied in LA
POSTA. In order to share as many of these
thoughtful remarks as possible, I will
turn over this month's "Publisher's Page"
to you, our readers:

Dan Meschter of Wenatchee, WA, writes:

I read your page 1in
POSTA with more than usual
cause I have given much _
question of what is postal history - with
all due respect for the FIP - and its
role in philately generally.

But first, Tlet me assure you that
the English, for one, are avid collectors
of their own town post offices and can-

the Aug-Sep LA
interest be-
thought to the

cels of all kinds. One approach is to
collect by county, much as we do by
state. The idea of DPOs, however, has

little relevance to them due to the na-
ture of their postal system and how it
was developed. Rather, they tend toward
specialties. One of the most popular is
the numbered obliterators that were so
widely used from 1844 to 1906, mostly on
penny reds. Indeed, there are a number of
dealers who handle covers exclusively,
and even Stanley Gibbons, when I was in
their shop two years ago, had a dozen or
more drawers of quite ordinary covers
arranged by county. Many were priced be-
tween their equivalent of $1.50 and $5.
0f course, there are groups of material
that are what they would say "pricey."
Going back now to the substance of
your remarks, I agree that, while the FIP
definition of postal history 1is rather
narrow, I have never had any real problem

with it per se. The problem, in my view
and I think some others, 1is not so much
the definition as its application.

I think it is clear the FIP and its
approved judges are applying the defini-
tion so narrowly as to reinforce the
views of some older judges that "older
and valuabler is always better." Accord-
ingly, they emphasize classic material to
the detriment of the more prosaic. For
myself, I readily admit that while some
of the best postal history exhibits con-
forming to FIP standards I have seen con-
tained much beautiful and valuable mater-
jal, I found them thematically sterile
and lacking in "history." Frankly, I have
long had a hard time visualizing what
kind of an exhibit could satisfy both the
FIP definition, as it is usually applied,
and any rational definition of history.
Were postal history treated by the FIP as
a humanity, as many of us would like to
treat it, it could include such things as
first flights and so-called "“philatelic"
covers, which are anathema to the FIP and
most judges, even when such items may be
the only token of the "method, routing,
and condition of dispatch" the collector
is attempting to illustrate, and, which
indeed, may be extremely rare if not
unique. I have long chaffed at the propo-
sition that it apparently 1is better not
to study a particular route or method of
dispatch than to include anything so ob-
scene as a philatelic cover.

Thus, I think you may be missing the
crucial point when you approach the prob-
lem as a question of names, as if to im-
ply the reality is in the label, and all
will be well 1if you find something else
to call it. Your discussion of the need
for a new name reminds me of a conversa-



tion with a group of collectors and non-
philatelic historians many years ago (at
least 20) in which DPOs (philatelic or
otherwise), first flights, and just about
any postally used covers quite correctly
were described as ephemera -- relics or
souvenirs, if you would, of short-lived
institutions, or even single events in
the past. The pure historians 1in the
group, and especially those with a back-
ground in museology, had no problem with
the legitimacy and historical signifi-
cance of such items. On this base, you
could call what we read about in LA POSTA
"postal ephemera" rather than "postal
history", if you want, and, perhaps, be
more correct. Then, of course, you would
have to change the name of LA POSTA to
THE EPHEMERON, and just abdicate from
philately all together.

No! What I consider the solution for
the problem you raise would be the organ-
ization of a national-level association,
perhaps a federation of the various state
postal history societies (which I think
are more legitimate than the FIP), the
several postal history societies, and
perhaps the American Airmail Society, the
Polar Philatelists, the First Day Cover
Society, the War Cover Club, and others
like them, for the purpose of formulating
definitions, collecting and exhibiting
criteria, and judging standards, and for
accrediting judges much as, say, the
American Topical Association does. One of
the problems with postal history organi-
zations is either that they tend to limit
themselves to their parochial interests,
or to run off in all different directions
at once.

As the famous Denver newspaperman,
Fred Bonfils, put it many years ago, "If
I ain't good enough to join the Denver
Country Club, I'11 start my own."” And he
did!

I think it really has to come to
this sooner or 1later. There are too many
collectors out there who are out of step
with the FIP for the FIP to continue to
impose its definition and interpretation
of postal history on everybody and their
widely diverse interests.

And, Bill, this is something in
which LA POSTA can assume an influential
leadership role. You only need look down

your subscriber list to comprehend the
support you might be able to command
among American collectors. I think you
ought at least explore the potential.

*

Ernst M. Cohn of Dothan, AL, Writes:

I just read through LA POSTA #106
and found it chock full of fascinating
postal history, for which I thank you
very much. Also, I was delighted that you
had spent some time with Charles Towle,
one of the greatest U.S. postal histori-
ans. It was all the more surprising to
me, therefore, that Helbock and Towle are
having problems with the term “postal
history." If you two don't know what
"postal history" means, then who does?

Before we go further, let me menticn
that what happened at CAPEX has nothing
to do with the definition of "postal
history." CAPEX was simply inexcusable,
but that is a different matter altogeth-
er.

The FIP defines "postal history" in
article 2 of its Special Regulations for
the Evaluation of Postal History Exhibits
at FIP Exhibitions:

Article 2 - Competitive Exhibits.

A postal history exhibit is an
exhibit of documents or postal
items, which have been carried by
a postal service whether offici-
al, local or private. Such exhib-
its will show either routes,
rates and markings or/and the
classification and study of post-
al markings on covers or stamps
applied by those services or in-
stitutions, and of the marks of
obliteration on postal items
(ref. GREV, Art.2.3).
What the above says, in fact, is that the
class includes not only postal history,
but also postmarks. Eventually we shall
have to rename it to fit that definition,
but that is a minor matter.

So who said that "combining an in-
terest in the local history of a place
and its people with a cover and its post-
al markings in an exhibit 1is taboo?" If
you are worried about the level of the
medal, that is something else again.



The Germans have the same problem
with their popular "Heimatsammlung" or
"local collection." That may include
Daguerrotypes of local greats, old news-
papers, books, magazines, ration cards,
diplomas, driver's licenses, etc. All of
that is good Tlocal collecting material.
When it comes to exhibiting philatelical-
ly, however, only the postal material
should go in the frames. An exhibit in a
shopping mall, a bank, or the post office
is an entirely different matter; its pur-
pose is different, too. FIP recognizes
local postal history collections, but it
considers them not as important interna-
tionally as exhibits of a larger area.

Take my (imaginary) collection of
Dothan, starting with the day it was
founded just a century ago. It 1is the
capital of Houston County, which makes
this a very important 1local collection.
Important in Alabama? Not terribly. In
the U.S.? Well, you'd really have to
stretch your imagination to call it that.
Important in philately worldwide? No. So,
my Dothan postal history collection is
certainly exhibitable wunder FIP rules,
but it is not gold medal material, even
if it is complete as far as all the post-
marks are concerned and contains quite a
few unusual usages.

Let's take the case of the Florida
postal history exhibit (not a real case).
The collector wrote it up in such a way
that it reflected the development of the
U.S. mails, a microcosm of a macrocosm, a
"pars pro toto." Whereas postal history
of Florida might be "nice" international-
ly, the Floridian postal history "vice"
U.S.A became not only important but also
acquired a charm for being able to dupli-
cate all U.S. postal developments. Such
a collection should get a good FIP prize,
in parallel to another one that actually
did, and more than once.

Just as a U.S. judge would not nor-
mally see the nuances of a great postal
history collection of Gironde, a Danish
judge cannot be expected to know what
makes a great postal history collection
of Utah. We must educate each other -- by
writing, publishing, talking, and whatev-
er other tools of education we can find,
the exhibit included. We must also be re-
signed to the probability that our eso-

teric postal history may not appeal quite
as much to someone who has esoteric post-
al history topics about which we know
very 1ittle. And that always translates
into lower prizes.

That, by the way, is why - even with
conscientious judges - postal history has
a hard time compared with traditional
philately: The traditional stuff is in
the catalogues, available to every judge.
Even so, just ask the Mexicans, Central
and South Americans how satisfied they
are with FIP judging 1in the traditional
class. They have been complaining that
FIP is Europe and Anglo-North American

oriented, that the judges do not under-
stand their material. And they have a
point. So, lettuce all work on being

properly understood...

As for changing the rules, they will
surely be changed again. We are now 2/3
as far as I want to go, viz., to call it
the COVER CLASS, to include postal histo-
ry, postmarks, and other cover exhibits
(advertising, e.g.). But it all takes

time.
%

John White of Gresham, OR, writes:

In response to your Publisher's Page
remarks concerning the proper nomencla-
ture for (and interpretation of) our ac-
tivities, I would submit the following:

Development of postal service in
North America was an integral part of es-
tablishing civilization across a trans-
continental wilderness, It 1is not possi-
ble to conduct even a cursory study of
mails evolution in either the United
States or Canada without at least some
consideration given to concurrent socio-
logical and demographic factors. On the
other hand, study of European posts is
quite often only a matter of technologi-
ical advancement or political treaties
leading to more efficient transport of
the mails over time honored routes be-
tween centuries old communities. In the
latter case, ample supporting documenta-
tion is usually applied directly to a
piece in the form of endorsements, can-
cellations and/or other relevant mark-
ings. However, such inscriptions may tell
only part of the story for North American



posts, with additional research into con-
temporary lives and times being required
to properly complete a particular study.

When viewed from this perspective,
it becomes obvious that we are the true
postal historians, and our 0ld World
counterparts are merely "cartaphiles",
expanding classic and occasionally archa-
ic philatelic criteria to treat covers in
much the same manner as specialized stamp
collections. Further, there can be little
doubt that when confronted with this
viewpoint, the FIP will immediately move
toward a similar position. That is, right
after they recognize the twentieth centu-
ry constitutes a worthwhile era for phil-
atelic endeavor.

Wallace Beardsley of Newark, CA, writes:

My definition of postal history? Ex-
actly as you state it, i.e., the combin-
ing of local history, people, and so
a cover

forth, and their relationship to
or postmark.

The FIP category should be
"Stamps on Cover," for it is
nothing more.

That is why I don't exhibit.

named
that and

h4addock,}Jor&1[)akota
58348

Announcing a major new offering of Territorial
Covers from NORTH DAKOTA, plus some from
MINNESOTA and NEBRASKA. Write today
for my list of about 300 covers from these

areas. Number 10 S.A.S.E.. appreciated.

GUILFORD MAIL BID SALE
P.0. BOX 8465

GREENSBORO, N.C. 27419

INDIAN TERRITORY

10 CHOTEAU, 1889 VG Target om cvr with cc to Treas. of C.N.
11 FORAT GIBSON,C.N. 1880 G cds on dbl wt cvr to Sec. of C.N.

12 FOAT GIBSON, 1887 G cds on cvr to Bushyhead (P.Chief of C.N.)

fancy B/S of TAHLEQUAH, Ind.T.

13 FOAT GIBSON, 1801 G-VG cds on 2¢ entire,TAHLEQUAH rec'd

14 HANSON, 1898 VG cds on cover to Prin. Chief, TAHLEQUAH rec'd

15 LEFLORE, 1885, VG cds an 2¢ entire SALLISAW Ind.T.b/s

16 LEHIGH, 4907 F duplex on ppc COLGATE, rec'd

17 MADILL, 1906 VG cds on 2¢ entire cover with cc

18 MUSCOGEE, £.1877 VG-F cds on Indian Affairs Official cover
with 6¢ Oept of Int stamp to Prin.Chief--RARE

19 STRINGTOWN, 1838 G cds on cover tying 2¢ Columbian

TERAITORIAL

20 SAVOONGA, ALASKA, 1959, VF 4-bar on Dog Team cover also
GAMBELL, ALASKA,VF 4-bar Postmasters sutographs

21 METCALF, ARIZONA, VF duplex 1905 on cover

22 SOLOMONSVILLE, ARIZONA, VG duplex on 2¢ entire 1905

23 TAIBAN, N.M., 1907, VF Oozne on ppc

24 SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH, c.1880 F cds on cover

STATES
25 ALABAMA, MOBILE, 1841, VF blue cds on sfl

26 FLOAIDA, FOAT BROOK, 1895, F eds on 2§ entire with s/1 MISSENT

27 FLOAIDA, GOTHA, 1887, VF cds on 1¢ wrapper to Germany

28 ILLINOIS, LA SALLE, 1855, F cds ties #11

29 IOWA, DES MOINES, 1858, F cds ties #26

30 KANSAS, HARTLAND, 1886, VF cds with star killer ties #211
31 KANSAS, McPHERSON, 1906,VF duplex on 1¢ wrapper to Austria

32 MAINE, BRUNSWICK, 1874, F cds Alsoc NEW YORK Br TRANSIT Orange

cds #1429 on caver to Germany
33 MASS. MEARIMAC, 1881, F cds with star killer on cover

34 MICHIGAN, BATTLE CREEK, 18392 F duplex on overall Ad cover with

DET.SCHI.DIS./F.MAIL due May 14,8.30 AM 92 cds b/s
35 MICHIGAN, EAST SAGINAW, c 1870 F cds an Hoteél cover #114
36 MICHIGAN, GLADSTONE, 1908, VF duplex on real photo pec
37 MISS. VICKSBURGH, c.1855, VF cds ties #11

38 NEW HAMP. NEW LONOON. 1803, G-VG RAFO cancel Doane #1 aon cvr

39 NEW JERSEY, BEATYESTOWN, c.1880 F decds on cvr with circle
of wedges killer

40 NEW YORK, CUBA,1853, F-VF, cds red on fl with #11

41 NEW YORK, NEW YORK, 1828, VG, red cds and s/1 SHIP on sfl

42 NEW YORK, THERESA, 1860, VF, blue cds ties #26 to =small cvr

43 DHIO, CONSTANTIA, 1865, mss on cvh #65 pen cancel with enc

44 OHI0, MEDINA, c.1855, VF cds blue ties #11

45 OHIO, NEWARK, c.1855, F-VF cds ties #11 small cover

48 PENN, BEOFORDO, 1841, VF cds snd FREE on sfl

47 PENN, NEW WASHINGTON, c.1885, F fancy cds with star killer
on Justice of Peace cc cvr

48 TENN, MURFREESBORO, 1864, VF dcds target killer ties #65 Union

occupied ecvr,

49 TENN. NASHVILLE, 1883, F dcds target killer ties #65 to Uuion

occupied cvr
S50 TENN. NASHVILLE, 1902, G AFD cancel Doena #5 on cvr
51 VIRGINIA, NOAFOLK, 1907, JAMESTOWN/CELEBRATION machine xcl

ties 1¢ Jamestown on ppc also BLANCH,NC Ooane #2
52 VIAGINIA, OLD CHUACH, 1886, msa on 3¢ entire

RAILWAY POST OFFICES

53 ARLINGTON § SO.BALTO./ RPO 1201 VF (BA-41-a) on cvr

54 DURHAM, NC/TA.CLERK, 1909,F cuplex on gpe (332-D-1)

55 GRAEENSBORAO,NC/TRANS. COLK. 1947, F duplex ppc (332-E-4)

56 HAMLET & JACK/ RPO, 1912, F duplex (328-G-1) hotel cc

57 HIGH PT. & ABERDEEN, /AP0, 1913, F duplex (333-E-1) on ppc
58 N.0. § HUM./ APO c.1875, G cds (421-F-1)
59 RALEIGH, NC/TRANS. ClK. 1911, XF duplex (322-G-2) on gpc
50 SALISBUAY, NC/THANS.CLK. 1234, F duplex (332-1-3) an gpc

Subscriber's auction rules zpply. Free photocaopies with SASE.

Estimates as follows: A=2.00-5.00, B=S5-10.00, C=10-20.00,
D=20-40.00, E=40-Up

Sidder to pay mailing and insurance costs.

Closing date of sale - NOVEMBER 30, 1987

THANK YOU for YOUA INTEREST in owr FIAST MAIL BIO SALE.

ties #1598 to Canada

mooomao mmm

a

@

@ mooooonoo anon0aq

a

nooooma

oooDpOommO

m

>

D m

m

PP 000>» >0



This cover, postmarked Benicia, Cal., is the subject of a question posed by Clay Wallace below.

NOTES AND QUESTIONS

Clay Wallace of New Britain, CT, sends
along a photocopy of the cover shown
above, and writes:

['ve Tooked at all the evidence and
this suggests that the cover was placed
in the mail somewhere between April 4,
1858, and April 4, 1862. My question: why
all the postage, and what is the meaning
of the "6" in the upper left corner?

A simple explanation might be that
the cover weighed 2.5 ounces, but I don't
think so for the following reasons:

1) 2.5 ounces of paper could not be
stuffed into this envelope and the condi-
tion of the cover suggests that it was
never "bulky"; and,

2) the Sanborn Sister Correspondence
is well known; they were very precise and
did not over frank their covers.

The cover bears no other marking
than those shown here. Maybe I'm wrong
but I get the feeling that this cover is
not what it seems. If anyone has an ex-
planation, I would appreciate it if they
would contact me through LA POSTA.

%%k ddk ok ok

Ken Schoolmeester of Greensboro, NC,
sends along the following:

Recently I have been able to go
through two large hoards of modern cov-
ers; one containing property tax payments
and the other concerning government edu-
cation loans. As a matter of interest for
those looking for modern postal history
subjects, I thought I might pass on some
observations based on my work with the
two hoards, including the results of a
statistical sampling from one of the cov-
er hoards to indicate the presence of
collectable stamps and postal markings.
What follows, is the results of my analy-
sis.

The two mail sources differed from
each other considerably in two areas.
First, the percentage of 4-bar postmarks
was far less in the education Tloan mail
because it originated from all 50 states,
whereas the property tax payments origi-
nated primarily from one North Carolina
county with a large number of small post
offices. The second major difference was
the choice of stamps used to frank mail.
The educational loan mail had a much
higher percentage of commemorate stamps
than the tax payment mail.



Before turning to the results of my
statistical sampling of the property tax
mailing, some general comments are in or-
der. I noticed several Bureau Issue com-
binations which repeated themselves more
often than might seem normal. The 5-cent
Pearl Buck was used with either the 17-
cent Rachel Carson or Belve Ann Lockwood
was frequently found on covers from women
-- perhaps a nice feminist combo. Also
noted was the scarcity of Transportation
Coils on first class mail. There were
several covers with a large number of 1-
cent Omnibus coils on them; probably a
result of getting three of them when one
purchases a 22-cent stamp for a quarter
from a post office vending machine. It is
also quite rare to find any of the Trans-
portation Coils used in combination with
any other Bureau Issues. The total num-
ber of covers sampled from the North
Carolina property tax payment mail was
13,000. Today, most such bulk mail pro-
cessing operations use cutting machines
to open letters. These machines damaged
an estimated 35% of all incoming covers

by cutting into postmarks and . stamps,
particularly large-size commemorative
stamps.

The table below indicates the number
of covers and percentages of the total

which fell into the various categories
for which I sorted.
Number %
FRANKING
Commemoratives (1)..... 1,136 8.7
PNCS vevevereerencancns 101 0.8
Bureau Issues.......... 79 0.6
Plate # or ZIP singles. 3 0.02
Foreign Stamps ........ 1 §0.01
Flags, Seashells and
Meters.....ceeveennen 11,419 87.8
POSTAL MARKINGS
Handstamps (2)....ccunn 248 1.9
Auxiliary Markings .... 13 0.1

(1) Includes the Love Stamp.
(2) Including 4-bars, transit marks, and
received marks.

The message is clear. If one doesn't
collect common stamps or commemoratives,
a hoard such as this does not offer too
many collectable covers. The fact is, on-
ly 445 covers of the 13,000 bore stamps
or postal markings of interest to me, and
you have to keep in mind that about 35%
of them were damaged by the cutting ma-
chine.

*dhkkkk

Tracy G. Thurber of Providence, RI, sends
along the following short 1list of Rhode
Island post offices from which there are
no known covers:

Post Office Dates of Operation

Atlantic Pier
Barberville

3/16/1867-5/10/1867
3/16/1854-3/28/1856

Burnside 7/3/1883-7/31/1890
Clayville 3/6/1848-7/15/1853
East Cumberland 6/25/1874-1/20/1876
Greenwood 9/9/1899-4/30/1900
Howard 3/15/1880-9/21/1880
Middletown 9/11/1835- 6/1/1836

Mumford's Mills
Noyes Beach
Potterville

7/23/1838-2/28/1842
7/13/1888-12/3/1888
12/20/1853-4/10/1856

Richmond 1/1/1812- 5/1/1824

5/3/1828-3/13/1830
Scituate 4/2/1812- 9/2/1816
Slater's Village 1/24/1820- 4/9/1834
State Farm 3/29/1871- 5/3/1871

West Scituate 10/11/1843-10/7/1849
Only 16 post offices missing! Can anyone
find a postmark from one of these?

*kkkkk

MOLNAR ISSUES LATEST LIST

Charles J. Molnar, 1030 Tote Road,
Rock Creek, OH 44084, has recently issued
his latest list of Railroad Post Office
cards and covers for sale. "Cover List
No. 28" contains 10 pages of covers and
cards from PRO beginning with the letters
"C" through "F". Molnar's periodic Tists
are an excellent source of moderately
priced RPO covers.

dedkkkkk
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red overprint ‘Postage Due’. This cover is the subject of a question posed by Len McMaster.

Len McMaster of Williamsburg, VA,
for help with the following puzzle:

asks

I am currently studying and collect-
ing the 1898 l-cent green Franklin (Scott
#279), including overprints by U.S. pos-

sessions, provisional revenue use, pre-
cancel use, territorial use, etc., and
possibly provisional postage due use. A

few months ago, I acquired a cover with
1-cent postage paid, postmarked June 26,
1899, in San Francisco to San Jose. (See
illustration) Note that the street ad-
dress is crossed out, and a manuscript
"General" is written beneath the original
address. A General Delivery marking from
San Jose appears as a backstamp.

In the lower left corner of the cov-
er appears a l-cent stamp which 1is over-
printed "Postage Due" 1in red. It is tied
to the cover with an oval San Jose can-
cel. The word "General" has been Tlined
out, and the word "Campbells" added.

One explanation of the cover would

be that the addressee was not in San
Jose, but in Campbells, and, since un-
sealed 3rd class letters could not be

forwarded without payment of the 1st

class rate, a postage due of 1-cent would
have been required. Unfortunately, there
is no postage due marking on the cover;
Jjust the extra l-cent stamp overprinted
"Postage Due."

My question is this,
familiar with the postal history of San
Jose know of the possible wuse of such
provisional postage dues? Is there any
literature containing examples of postal

does anyone

markings used by the San Jose post of-
fice?

If anyone can shed light on this
subject, please write me 1in care of LA
POSTA.

% %k k kK
ROBINSON NAMED NEW "BADGER POSTAL
HISTORY" EDITOR

William B. Robinson has recently
been appointed editor of "Badger Postal
History", the quarterly journal of the

Wisconsin Postal History Society. Society
President Merwin A. Leet named Robinson
to replace James B. Hale, who is stepping
down after 18 years of service.



The Wisconsin Postal History Society
was organized in 1942, and is the oldest
group specializing in a single state's
postal past. The society's purpose is to
collect and publish information on the
state's postal history for educational
and historical purposes. It is associated
with the State Historical Society of Wis-
consin, the American Philatelic Society,

and the Wisconsin Federation of Stamp
Clubs.

"Badger Postal History" has been
published continually since 1961, and it
succeeded the Society's original "WPHS

Booster", which was begun in 1947. Now in
its 27th year, the "Badger" contains fea-
ture and research articles, news about
members, new discoveries, auction prices
realized, members' ads, and many illus-
trations.

Bill Robinson has been a long time
supporter of LA POSTA, and his work has
sometimes graced our pages. We wish Bill
the best of luck in his new endeavor, and

heartily encourage all with an interest
in the postal history of Wisconsin to
write for additional information. Bill

may be reached at 1641 Bruce Lane, Green

Bay, WI 54303.
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L. R. MCMASTER

gﬂqud.ﬁm
P. O. BOX 187
WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA 23187

Len McMaster of Williamsburg, VA, writes
to inform us of another opportunity for
vacation visits:

The Colonial Post Office is in the
restored area of Colonial Williamsburg.
It is Tocated in the printing shop, which
was apparently common practice in Coloni-
al America. Unfortunately, there is very
1ittle to see, but one can mail letters
which will receive a postmark typical of
what might have been used in the 18th
century. (see illustration) The Williams-
burg post office was originally estab-
lished in 1738.

The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation
Library, while not a philatelic library,
has a wealth of information on Colonial
Virginia and America, including a study
of the Colonial Postal System in Virgini-
a. It includes, for examples, back issues
of the VIRGINIA GAZETTE, founded in 1736,
which contain information on the opera-
tion of the Colonial Post Office and
lists of letters which were received for
delivery. The Library is open to the pub-
1ic Monday to Friday (8AM-5PM) and Satur-
day (9AM-1PM). It is 1located at 415 N.
Boundary Street in Williamsburg.

Jdkdkkk

‘WM BURG
VA. . 1987

Richard W. Helbock
P.O. Box-13%
Lake Oswego, OR 97034
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John Mason of Dallas, TX, sends along the
following information on an unusual New
York City machine cancellation:

The New York City post office had a
special die produced and reserved its use
for events of note. Whether this was
philatelically inspired, 1 do not know.
Never-the-less, the die was used in the
Universal machines, and was characterized
by the four stars in the dial (see illus-
tration). This die was wused in the late
1920's and early 1930's to cancel covers
for such events as Lindbergh Day, Admiral

Byrd Day, and other notable aviation
events, The cover illustrated here com-
memorated the American Legion Aviation

Show, and the cancellation section con-
sists of a box with biplane drawing and
the slogan "Air Mail Saves Time."

*kkkkk
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OBITUARY

William J. Taylor, a writer, poet,
and author, died early Sunday, August 23,
1987, at his home in Rudyard, Michigan.

Bill was best known for his efforts
at promoting the study of the postal his-

tory of the Upper Peninsula of Michigan.
A soon to be released book entitled,
"Postal History and Postmarks of Upper

Michigan," was one of his current pro-

Jjects.
As an American Philatelic Society
member, he published an article on the

U.S. Scott #298, which told of the Soo
Locks. It appeared in the AMERICAN PHILA-
TELIST, Vo1.89, No.2 (Feb 1975).

Bill was also a member of Michigan's
Peninsular State Philatelic Society. He
helped keep other members informed about
events in the Upper Peninsula, and sup-
plied many a fellow collector with a cov-
er or two.

One of his other active memberships
was with the American First Day Cover
Society. Bill learned how to develop his
collection of autographed covers on music
with the Society, and his favorite exhib-

it, Scott #1615c, won many awards at the
local shows. He was also a member of the
U.S. Cancellation Club, and particularly
enjoyed the study of U.S. Scott #64.

William J. Taylor was born September
14, 1927, in Newberry, Michigan. He grad-
uated from Michigan State University, and
taught school in Delton, Michigan. After
moving to Rudyard in 1952, he taught pia-
no for many years. Bill wrote and pub-
lished two books of poetry. The first was
"Wild Harvest" and the second was "New
and Selected Poems." Most of his poetry
recalled the beauty of natural things in
Michigan's Upper Peninsula.

Jerome D. Krause
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THOSE SELF INKING POSTMARKERS
By Robert Stets

There's a new style postmarker making its
appearance 1in post offices around the country, and
collectors of modern postal history should be on
the 1lookout,in their current mail, for examples of
these postmarks that one day may be as popular as
"Doanes” are today.

Reports of these self-inkers appeared in the
last two issues of LA POSTA,in Modern Postal Hist-
ory and the Iowa PHS Bulletin. Some of these art-
icles referred to the self-inkers as"unauthorized®
probably referring to the fact that they were not
available through the USPS Area Supply System.

The Postal Bulletin for October
included a notice that:
"Postmarking equipment, including self-inking
stamps, is not to be procured locally unless
it is not available from a directed source of
supply.......Vendors should be advised of the
above policy."

17, 1985

Now, to conservative readers, that announce-
ment - would seem to classify the self-inking post-
markers as "unauthorized™. But, to a postmaster
in a first, second or third class office, fed up
with trying to keep his "approved® postmarker
repaired and usable, the notice could be trans-
lated to read:

"Self-inking postmarkers may be procured local-
ly, if they are not available from a directed
source of supply®.-It's all in how you read it!

In justifying their purchases, postmasters
pointed out that vendors of the self-inking post-
markers were openly soliciting orders from post-
masters at postmasters' state conventions. Present
at these conventions were top postal officials
from Washington, D.C. and members of the Postal
Inspection Service, none of whom raised any
objection, nor did any of them "advise vendors of
the above policy".

Then, effective June 7, 1986, postmasters in
Cost Ascertainment Group L (CAG L) -- formerly
known as fourth class offices -- were given 1local
purchasing authority up to $100.00.

Therefore, it seems to me that "unauthorized"
is too harsh a word --"available only from private
sources" is a better description.

THE BEGINNING OF SELF-INKING POSTMARKERS

Back 1in August 1984, a representative of
Priority Products, Inc. attended the annual
convention of postmasters in Ohio and solicited

orders for a self-inking postmarker.

Earliest self-inker reported to date.
(Collection of Ken Schoolmeester)

Since that time, representatives of Priority
Products and other firms that have become sources
for the self-inking postmarkers have been attend-
ing postmaster conventions all around the country,
"selling" the benefits of their product to post-
masters disenchanted with the product available
from USPS Area Supply Centers:

1. The top layer on the USPS postmarker separates
in use fram the cushioning material and must be
reglued frequently with cement furnished by the
Area Supply Centers. A 24-hour drying period
makes the postmarker unavailable for use during
that time.

An ink pad is required to be used with the USPS
supplied postmarker. This pad must remain open
on the post office counter, and this frequently
results 1in ink getting on the clerk's hands,
clothing or other objects that accidently
contact the ink pad.

In order to use the USPS supplied postmarkers,
the clerk must first "ink up" the postmarker,
then apply the postmarker to the stamps to be
cancelled, resulting in two motions to cancel
the stamps.

To dbtain an "authorized" postmarker through an
Area Supply Center takes months, while a self-
inker can be obtained from a private firm in a
few days.



The new self-inking postmarkers have elimin- Office to supply a special cancel for a USPS Sta-
ated the ink pads from post office counters,-- no tion, and another for a commemorative cancel that
more mess, stains, problems! The self-inking post-  Will be used at Woodruff Wisconsin next year.

marker sits neatly on the counter, and with one
motion, clerks can cancel the stamps on letters or
packages. In our local post office at Walterboro,
the self-inking postmarkers have been in use for
two years, using the original ink supply, and the
clerks are 100% in favor of the improved devices.

STANDARD SELF-INKERS

Normal dimensions found on most self-inkers
are as follows:

Diameter: 1% inches (30-31 mm.)

Vertical height of bars: 11/16 inch (17.5-18 mm)
Thickness of one bar: 3/32 inch (2 - 2.5 mn.)
Height of town name letters: 1/8 inch (3.0 mm.)
Height of M/D/Y letters: 3/16 inch (4.25 mm.)

However, variations have been seen from these
dimensions. The most consistent dimension has

been the 4.25 mm. height of the M/D/Y letters and Another Special Self-Inker.
numbers, and these tall, narrow letters / numbers
make for quick identification of the self-inkers POSTMASTER ZIP CODES

from the standard USPS-provided postmarker.
The Postal Bullatir of October 17, 1985 con-

tained a directive: "Use of the 9-digit ZIPcode on
postmarking equipment is unauthorized." (but they
didn't say "forbidden") The 9-digit postmaster
ZIP code (town ZIP + 9998) appears in advertise-
ments of the firms supplying self-inkers, and some
postmasters have purchased and are using as town
postmarks, self-inkers showing the postmaster's
9-digit ZIP code! But hold it just a minute --
postmarkers ordered through the Area Supply System
have also been seen with the "-9998"!11,

——

This postmarker is "standard issue!
(courtesy Henry Beecher)

Larger diameter, smaller letters

SPECIAL CANCELS
Note that the M/D/Y 1letters and numbers on

In addition to the standard self-inking 4-bar the above postmark, match those of the "old style"

postmarkers, Priority Products, Inc. has received Area Supply Center type, and not the e L i and

13



9-Digit ZIP has also appeared in machine cancels!
(courtesy Darrel Brandt)

HOW THE SELF-INKERS ARE MADE

One of the reasons why the vendors selling
the self-inkers can provide such quick delivery is
the novel way that these self-inkers are made.

A Japanese firm in California,which claims to
have a patent on the product, provides the vendors
with the basic stamper: holder and ink reservoir,
with the porous circle and bars cemented in place.
They also provide strips of porous letters for the
town name and numbers for the ZIP code, and boxes
containing porous Month/ Date/ Year sets.

When an order is received from a podstmaster,
an employee at the vendor's plant cuts apart, with
a razor-sharp instrument, the required letters and
numbers, places them around the circle, and glues
them in place. The open spaces are then filled
with a special material, a box of changeable dates
is added,and the self-inker is ready for shipment!

So, as long as the Japanese manufacturer sup-
plies the standard sets of changeable Month/Date/
Year sets to the vendors, that is the quickest way
to identify the self-inkers. It's also a good
jdea to contact your local postmaster and ask him/
her to let you know if they plan to order a self-

inker, so that you can make a last day/ first day
cover showing the old and new postmarkers.

Last Day/ First Day cancels at Fairacres, NM
(collection of J.M. Bridenthall)
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EARLIEST RECORDED USES (By State)

STATE TOWN DATE

ALABAMA . . IDER .. ..... 19 FEB 1985
ARKANSAS . . PALESTINE . . . . 21 MAR 1985
CALIFORNIA .  TWIN BRIDGES . . . 15 FEB 1985
DELAWARE . . SELBYVILLE . . . . 10 MAR 1986
FLORIDA . . PARRISH . ... . 21 FEB 1985
GEORGIA . . LEXINGTON . . . . 26 JUL 1985
ILLINOIS . . NASHVILLE . . . . 20 JWN 1985
IOWA . . .. CLERMONT . . ... 22 FEB 1985
MAINE . . . POWNAL . . .... 23 APR 1986
MARYLAND . . EDGEWOOD . . . . . 24 JAN 1985
MINNESOTA . CLITHERALL . . . . 7 AUG 1987
MONTANA . . ANTELOPE . . . . . 5 MAY 1986
NEW JERSEY . RIDGEFIELD . . . . 21 JUN 1985
NEW MEXICO . FAIRACRES . . . . 17 MAR 1987
NEW YORK . . HUNTER . . . .. . 6 FEB 1985
NO. CAROLINA BEAR CREEK . . . . 7 SEP 1984
OHIO . . . . BRADFORD . . . . . 21 FEB 1985
OKLAHOMA . . GOULD . . . ... 22 APR 1986
OREGON . . . AMITY . ..... 1 JWN 1987
S0. CAROLINA WALTERBORO . . . . 14 MAR 1986
TEXAS . . . ROUND ROCK . . . . 12 FEB 1987
VIRGINIA . . HAYMARKET . . . . 11 FEB 1985

Who can report other states, or earlier dates?
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Figure 1
AUXILIARY MARKINGS - JAIL MAIL
By Randy Stehle

For a change of pace, this article
will not deal with auxiliary markings ap-
plied by the Post Office Department or
the ins and outs of Postal Laws and Regu-
lations. There are many markings that
have been used by non-postal entities
which are interesting none-the-less. To
narrow one's focus only to POD markings,

is to miss out on a number of special
services to which the mails have been
subjected.

As an example of these special ser-
vices, we will consider 1in this article
the treatment of mail addressed to jails
and prisons. Figure 1 illustrates a post
card addressed to an inmate of the Michi-
gan State Prison at Jackson. It was sent
in December of 1922 from Detroit, and it
appears that the son of the prisoner
wrote the message. The most obvious this
of note about the piece is that the post-
age stamp is missing. When I first came
across this card, I was a bit disappoint-
ed, as the lack of a stamp is looked upon
as something that detracts from the value
and appearance of a card or cover. Later,
another post card addressed to the same
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person was discovered, and it too was
missing its stamp. After giving the mat-
ter some thought, and noticing that the
censor marking was applied to the spot
where the stamp should have been, I came
to the conclusion that the prison censor
must have removed the stamp. At first, I
thought that perhaps the censor was look-
ing for some hidden message under the
stamp, but an inspection of the manner in
which the stamp was removed revealed that
it was torn, rather than steamed, off the
card. If a secret message was being
sought, the stamp would not have been re-
moved so carelessly. Perhaps prison au-
thorities did not care what the message
said, as long as the prisoner did not get
to read it.

Another thought that occurred to me
was that perhaps the stamp had been re-
moved because it was not fully canceled
by the Detroit post office. Note that the
right hand bars of the cancellation are
quite short, and it appears that only the
very end of the top bar actually hit the
stamp. Perhaps the prison had rules about
prisoners possessing unused, or improper-
ly canceled, stamps. This line of thought
may be correct, but the other card mailed
to the same prisoner had its stamp prop-
erly canceled and it too was removed. The
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possibility still remains that there were
rules against prisoners having "usable"
postage stamps, but the second piece of-
fered no corroboration. [Note: .the sec-
ond card was mailed one and one-half
years earlier and wished the prisoner a
happy twentieth birthday. The two cards
bear different censor initials, but the
same manuscript notation "S2BW";  the
meaning of which is unknown.]

Flgure 3~
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Figure 2

Figure 2 is a post card sent to an
inmate of Leavenworth Federal Prison in
Kansas. The prisoner was using a P.0. Box
for such mail, and this card was written
by the inmate's mother from Philadelphia
in 1926. The message concerns her visit
to the Sesquicentennial International Ex-
position at Philadelphia, and the card
was mailed from the Model Post Office on
the Exposition grounds. Two censor marks




were applied to the card. The "1577" in
the upper left hand corner is assumed to
be the censor's number (note that the
censor marking in Figure 1 incorporates
the censor's number 1in the handstamp.)
The other marking is the double circle
with "Examined and Permitted" 1in it and
the date. It appears that the censor held
the card up for a day or two. Since the
card was mailed at 8:30 PM on October
4th, it should have reached the prison by
October 6th or 7th, so it must have taken
the censor a little time to get to it.
The cover illustrated in Figure 3 is
addressed to "Tank 11E1, Hall of Justice,
Los Angeles, California". It was mailed
from the city's Arcade Station in 1932.
The boxed marking over the stamps, which
was applied at the jail, reads "“Censored/
No Money Enclosed". Naturally the jail
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Figure 4

authorities were concerned that prisoners
should not be in possession of cash,
since this might lead to theft and vio-
lence within the prison.

The final post card for considera-
tion this time is illustrated in Figure
4. Mailed to an inmate of the Alameda
County Jail in Oakland, the card was
written by the prisoner's mother. The
censor marking is a very large handstamp
applied diagonally, and there is also a
manuscript "6"; presumably the censor's
number. The message on the card becomes
shakier as it goes on because the writer
is on a train in New Mexico. Her signa-
ture, "Mom", is nearly unreadable, and it
appears as though she had to write it
twice. I have about six post cards from
this woman to her son, and none of them
ever mentions the fact that he is in
jail. Even though all the messages on her
cards, and the other cards discussed in
this article, are cheery, I get a strange
feeling lTooking at them. There is some-
thing fascinating, yet depressing, about
all of them. Collecting postal history
can lead you into some odd places.




NET PRICE SALE — NOT AN AUCTION

WESTERN

ERRITORIAL

and early statehood

Specializing in covers of:
ARIZONA
NEW MEXICO
OKLAHOMA
INDIAN TERRITORY

ARTZONA

. BIG BUG, 7/Apr/'08, ty-3, F-,
. DENGON,
. BISBEE, 27/Mar/'11, ty-24, F,

. METCALF, 7/May/'07, ty-2, F,
. MIAMI, 19/Jun/'17, F-, 12.50
. MIDDLETON, 10/Sep/'03, ty-2,

. SAFFORD,

$4.00
Ppc’
h,00
ppe, 10.00

CASA GRANDE, 29/Jan/'94%, ty-11, P, gpe, 10.00

ASHFORK, 19/Aug/'10, ty-4, G,
50.00
2/Apr/v10, ty-Co, Clu,

. CHAPARAL, 11/Feb/'09, ty-3, G+front only 30.00
. CLIFTON, 22/Dec/'08, ty-15, F-, ppe, 12.00
. COCHISE, 26/Dec/'10, ty-7, F+, ppe, 55.00

COTTONWOOD, 14/Jan/'11, ty-3, G-, ppc, 20.00

. COURTLAND, 8/Aug/'10, ty-2, VF, ppe, 50.00
. DEWEY, 31/Dec/'10, ty-4, P+, ppec, 15.00

DOUGLAS, 8/Nov/'11, ty-5, F-, ppe, 25.00
DOME, 10/May/'09, ty-2, G+, ppe, 100.00

. FORT GRANT, 17/May/'92, ty-8, P, 15.00

FORT HUACHUCA, 10/May/'05, ty unlisted G 50.00

. GOLDROAD, 28/Apr/'07, ty-1, F, ppc, 45.00

JEROME, 3/Jun/'08, ty-23, F-, ppe, 10,00
JUNCTION, 21/Sep/'11, ty-4, VF, ppe, 65.00
MAYER, 20/0ct/'05, ty-6, VF, gpc, 10.00
MeNEAL, 27/Aug/'12, ty-1, VF, ppe, 75.00
MESA, 20/Feb/'06, ty-12, F-, gpc, 7.50
ppc, 25,00

F+, gpe, 80.00
PANTANO, 3/Jan/'12, ty-6, F, ppc, 85.00
PRESCOTT, 7/Dec/'05, ty-31, F-, l.d.u., 25.00
PUNTENNY' 19/Apr/'07, ty"1, Py &pC, 25'00
RAY, 9/Ja.n/'09, ty-2, VF, ppe, 50.00
16/Feb/'11, ty-13 (missent to) 20.00
SAN SIMON, 18/May/'08, ty-3, F, ppe, 35.00

. SELI®WAN 17/Jul/'06, ty-7, G, ppc, 35.00

SENTINEL, 3/Sep/'93, ty-2, F, 60.00

SKULL VALLEY, 20/Feb/-'08, ty-4, F, gpc, 27.50
VERNON, 28/Ap/'12, ty-1, P, ppe, 25 00
TEVISTON, 20/0ct/'07, ty-7, F-, ppc, 12,00

MEXTCO

. ADEN, 10May/'10, ty-2, F+, ppe, 40.00

ALAMEDA, 22/Feb/'11, ty-1, G+, ppe, 65.00

. ALBERT 27/Sep/'05, ty-3, F, 30.00
. AMISTAD, 1%, Jan/'09, ty-1, F-, ppc, 20.00

ANCHO, 3/N°V/'081 ty-3, VF, ppe, 35.00

. AZTEC, 22/Apr/'11, ty-T, VF, 3.50

. BLOSSBURG, 23/Apr/'94, ty-4, F, 55.00

. CAMBRAY, 23/Aug/'08, ty-2, F, ppe, 25.00
. CERRILLOS,
. CHAMITA, 12/Feb/'07, ty-5, VF, 15.00

. CHLORIDE, 9/Jul/'86, ty-3, F. 65.00

. COLMOR, 20/Nov/'09, ty-3, G, 17.50

. CORONA, 10/Sep/'10, ty-1, Enc., F, 25.00

12/Nov/'04, ty-8, F-, 7.00

CUMBERLAND, 1o/Nov/'08 ty-1, ¥, ppe, 40.00

. DAYTON, 26/Mar/'09, F-, ppc, 25.00

DEXTER, 12/Aug/'08, ty-3, G+, 6.00

. ELIDA, 9/May/'08, ty-2, F, 10.00

EIK, 13/0ct/'10, ty-3, VF ppe, 60,00

. ELKINS, 11/Jan/'10, ty-1, F-, ppc, 40.00

ESPANOLA, 26/Jan/'92, ty-4%, F-, 30.00
ESTANCIA, 5/Feb/'08, ty-2, VF, ppe, 15.00
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. GUADALUPITA, 18/Dec/'05, ty-5, G-,
. HATCHITA, 22/Jul/'85, ty-1, G, 50.00

. HILLSBORO, 20/0ct/'04, ty-13,
. HASSELL, 6/Mar/'08, ty-2, F, 75.00
. HOLLENE, 3/Nov/'11,
. HERMOSA, 5/Apr/'89, ty-2, P, 72.00

. KENNA, 22/May/'09, ty-1, F, ppe, 70.00
. KOEHLER, 5/Jul/'09, ty-1, F, ppe, 35.00
. LAGUNA, 28/Nov/'08, +ty-6
. LAKE ARTHUR, 28May/'10, ty-1, F, ppe, 18.50

. FATRVIEW, 20/Jan/'05, ty-7, Enc., G., 25.00
. FAYWOOD, 18/Sep/'09, ty-2, G, 25.00

. FLORAVISTA, 15/Apr/'05, G+, ppe, 32.50

. FOLSOM, 17/Dec/'07, ty-5, F-, ppe, 7.00

. FORT BAYARD, 1/0ct/'08, ty-13, F+, ppc, 9.00

FORT BAYARD, 13/Dec/'09, ty-13, G, ppe, 7.50

. FORT UNION, 2?/Jun/?? ty-11, P, 15.00
. FORT WINGATE, 18/Sep/'87,
. GALLUP, 23/Jun/'01, ty-7, VF-, 10.00
. GEORGETOWN,

ty-6, Py 78'00
4/0ct/'86, ty-3, F+, 45.00
GUADALUPITA, 11/Feb/'97, ty-1, Ene., VF, 42.50
6.00

HATCHITA, 18/Jul/'08, ty-%, F, ppe, 12.00
G, ppe, 6.00

ty-1, G, ppe, 18.00

, VF, gpe, 12.00

79. LAKE VALIEY, 27/Dec/'09, ty-10, F, ppe, 10.00
OKLAHOMA

80. ATOKA, 26/Dec/'07, F, ppc, 5.00

81. AUTWINE, 25/Dec/?, DPO, VF, ppe, 40,00

82, BLACKWELL, 30/Jun/'02, G, gpec, 20.00

83. CENTER, 17/May/'13, DPO, F, ppe, 15.00

84, CHANDLER, 4/Dec/'03, G, 12.00

85, CLIFFORD, 26/Nov/'04, DPO, VF, 35.00

86. DOMBEY, 6/Jui/'09, DPO, P, gpc, 7.50

87. FORT COBB, 5/Jul/'05, Fy ppc (adv.), 60.00
88. GROVE, 14/Sep/'09, F, ppe, 15.00

89. HICKORY, 18/Dec/??, DPO, G, ppec, 7.50

90. LAWTON, 13/Nov/'06, F+, ppc str. scene, 45.00
91. LOVELL 27/May/'09, DPO, ppe, VF, 7.50

92, McLOUD, 2/May/!'08, F-, ppe, 5.00

93. NEWBY, 21/Aug/'11, G+, ppe, 10.00

94, NEWALLA, 1/0ct/'08, F+, ppc, 7.50

95. PERRY, 4/Jan/'97, F, 30.00

. SAND CREEK, 17/May/f11, DPO,

. SKEDEE, 12, Jan/'07, DPO, F,
. TEXMO,
. WATERLOO, 6/Jun/'16, DPO, G, 4.00
., WAYNOKA, 30/Jul/'06, F, ppe, 18.00
. WELCH, 11/Apr/'68, VF, ppc, 12.00

. WANETTE, 21/Aug/'12, G+, ppc, 20.00

QUAY) 16/Apr/‘09, F'r ppe, 7 50

VF, ppc, 35.00
ppe, 35.00
ppe, 35.00
6/Mar/'08, DPO, F, 7.50

SIBONEY, 22/0ct/'06, DPO, G,

INDIAN TERRITORY

105.
106.
107.
108.
109.
110.
111.
112,
113,

WEBBERS FALLS, 22/Jan/'97, G-, 35.00
MUSKOGEE, 12/Jun/'01, VF, 25.00
TAHLEQUAH, G. 35.00

ATOKA, 27/Dec/'06, VF, ppe, 30.00
CHECOTALl, 27/Nov/'0%, 1Y, ppe, 50.00
KANSAS, 29/Jun/'03, g+, 50.00

PAULS VALLEY, 11/Mar/'07, g+, 25.00
WEWOKA, 23/Dec/'03, F, 45.00

RUSH SPRINGS, 25/0ct/'06, G, ppe, 18.00

YOUR SATISFACTION IS GUARANTEED
ANY ITEM MAY BE RETURNED FOR A PROMPT
REFUND FOR ANY REASON WHATSOEVER

"DAN’L”{/ %5% POSTAL HISTORY

P.0. BOX 397, PORTALES, N.M.

88130




Robert J. Stets, Editor

P.0. Box 142
Walterboro, SC 29488

Editors are expected to write editorials, but
this 1is such a gorgeous day that it's really hard
to concentrate on postal history.

For the first time in a long while, I'm sit-
ting 1in the swing on our front porch, enjoying the
bright sunshine and cool, wonderful weather. Even
the birds seem especially happy today as they
chatter away in the huge green trees that surround

our home. There's a 1light breeze, and the high
temperature today will be about 75 degrees, with
40% humidity!..... But, there's that editorial to
writel

This issue concludes three years as editor of
the Eastern Section- three years filled with the
enjoyment of working with dedicated postal hist-
orians who were willing to share their knowledge
with other readers of LA POSTA. To all of you,
many thanks.

Thanks too, to all who have been sending in
copies of the "self-inkers". In the AMERICA sec-
tion of this issue,l have organized all the infor-
mation that you have sent me into a brief article
about these privately purchased replacements for
the familiar 4-bar rubber postmarkers that have
been in use since 1906. Next issue, I'l1l provide
a listing of all towns from which self-inkers have
been reported.
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THOSE SELF-INKERS AGAIN!

I had just finished the self-inker article
that appears in the AMERICA section of this issue,
and ended wp with three full pages, when some add-
itional examples arrived in the mail. Not wishing
to add a part page to the article,or delay report-
ing the newly received information, I will list
below the new states reported by John Gallagher:

STATE TOWN DATE
ARIZONA . . AMADO . . . . . 22 JWN 1987
KANSAS . . . OZAWKIE . . . . 3 JUN 1987
PENNSYLVANIA SCHUYLKILL HAVEN 22 JUN 1987
TENNESSEE . WATAUGA . . . . 2 JUN 1987

Thanks, John.

HAVE YOU HEARD ?

The New York Chapter of the U.S. Philatelic
Classics Society will be meeting at a new, earlier
time! The Chapter meets the third Tuesday of each
month, except July and August, at the Collectors
Club, 22 East 35th St., at 7.30 p.m. Visitors are
cordially dinvited to attend these meetings, at
which time there are always interesting exhibits
and discussions. Those who wish may join the other
Route Agents beforehand at 6.00 p.m. for a Dutch
treat dinner at a nearby restaurant. If you plan
to be in New York City on a "third Tuesday", make
sure to be at the Collectors Club by 7.30 p.m.!



A POSTAL HISTORY EXCURSION ON THE 'MA & PA’ RAILROAD
By Frank M. Stewart

Fig. 1.

What discontinued railroad contained 476
curves and 111 trestles or bridges in only 77
miles of mainline track to connect two cities only
49 miles apart? If your answer is the "Ma & Pa"
(Maryland & Pennsylvania Railroad), you are
correct. This railroad, under various names,
provided freight and passenger service between
York, Pa. and Baltimore, Md. from 1884 to 1954,
when passenger operations ceased. This narrative
concerns the postal history of towns along the
railroad-in Harford County, Md.

About the Author:

Frank Stewart is a registered engineer, residing
in Forest Hill,Md., who has been collecting Mary-
land stampless covers since 1973. Since 1980, he
has narrowed his interest to post offices of Har-
ford County, Md., and Baltimore Street Car RPO's.

20

Engine No. 6 hauls a "Ma & Pa" passenger train of the 1920-30 period.
(William M. Moedinger photo)

The "Ma & Pa" railroad started out in 1867 as
a narrow gauge operation known as the Maryland
Central Railroad. It ran out of Baltimore via
Towson and Long Green Valley, through Notchcliff,
Glen Arm, Long Green, Hydes and Baldwin, crossing
the Little Gunpowder into Harford County near
Laurel Brook. By June 1883, the railroad had
reached Bel Air and by January 1884, it reached
Delta, Pa. (at the state Tline). By 1900, the
entire single track railroad had been converted to
standard gauge equipment.

This article describes the 23.5 mile route it
took while crossing through Harford County. After
the northbound train left the County (and state)
at Delta, it travelled 33.4 miles to York, Pa. A
southbound train 1leaving Harford County would
travel 20.3 miles to the Baltimore station, near
North Avenue and Howard Streets.(Figure 2)



This imaginary trip is not intended
to present a detailed history of the
railroad, as there are several good
books available for that purpose. This
article will touch on episodes and

locales along the mainline, as they
impact on the old towns and villages

and their post offices.

"Ma & Pa" passenger trains normally
carried a baggage car and one or two
coaches (Figure 1). An area in the
baggage car was fixed up as a railway
post office, where the R.P.0. clerk
prepared bags of mail for delivery and
picked them up at each station. The
R.P.0. clerk also sorted mail and when
necessary, cancelled it with a postmark
showing "York & Baltimore R.P.0.", the
train number, and date. Today, it is
difficult to Tlocate letters which were
cancelled on board except for the "last
day of passenger service" souvenir
covers (Figure 3).

ALL ABO-0-A-A-R-R-D!

We're on a northbound trip out of
Baltimore, and our imaginary train has
left Baldwin, the 1last station in
Baltimore County before crossing the
Baltimore - Harford County line on the
Little Gunpowder River trestle. In
1892, a fatal accident occurred on the
Little Gunpowder trestle, when a
southbound passenger train derailed and
killed the engineer.

But one of the worst accidents
occurred less than a mile away, at the
overshot trestle between the River and
Laurel Brook on April 16, 1891. Five
railway employees were killed when that
trestle collapsed under the weight of a
northbound freight.

LAUREL BROOK

Laurel Brook is the first stop in
Harford County, but it's only a flag
stop, and mo one has set the flag; one
mile beyond is Fallston Station, so
we'll just keep going.

MARYLAND AND
PENNSYLVANIA
RAILROAD

Poae.z/89 f

‘ The Rocks
Q feraclist

pnsTIR
G S - £

-

Fig. 2. Map of the "Ma & Pa" Railroad, with Harford
County outlined. This 23.5 mile stretch of the road
is the subject of our story.

(with permission of "The Ma & Pa")
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FALLSTON

The station has been en-
although the old
still visible as it crosses MD Rt. 152

line.
closed into another building,
roadbed is
and heads down Watervale Road toward Winters Run.

Harford County

Faliston is an old village, founded by Quakers in
the 1840's. From 1845 to 1849, the post office
operated under the name of White House, with
Thomas Bondas as postmaster. Much of the old vil-
lage remains, with little commercialism. However,
the area now served by the Fallston Post Office is
a "bedroom" community for Baltimore and is dotted
with many large developments of moderate to very
expensive homes. In the early 1980's several
stampless period covers were discovered with
Fallston handstamps from the early 1850's. Prior
to that time, only manuscript markings have been
reported from this village which was named for the
nearby Falls on the Little Gunpowder River.
Numerous types and sizes of postmarks have been in
use since 1850. .The present Fallston postal area
serves discontinued post offices of Upper Cross
Roads (1910), Amoss (1909), Rutledge (1908),
Wimbledon (1907), Bagley (1945), Scarf (1918),
Wilna (1922) and Vale (1932).

After leaving Fallston, our imaginary train
travels 1.5 miles NE and crosses Winters Run on a
high trestle. In February 1899, a serious derail-
ment occurred here during a heavy blizzard, but no
lives were lost.

VALE
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One half miie after crossing the Run, our
train arrives in Vale, having passed a water tower
and freight station enroute. At Vale, the old
station/store/postoffice combination and freight
station still stands. The Vale Post Office
operated 1887-1932. Vale village still exists in

the form of several old homes, including one which
was a former station.

Several different types of postmarks were
used during the 45 year existence of the post
office. Numerous  developments of new and
expensive homes are being built in the area
formerly serviced by the Vale post office.

BEL AIR

Moving out of Vale, our train meanders along
for 15 minutes, covering the 2.3 miles to Bel Air
at speeds under 20 miles per hour. The Bel Air

station was Tlocated, until the late 1950's, along
Rt. 24 (Main Street) north of town, where the
Southern States Cooperative is located. It was a
two story structure, with a deep overhanging roof
between floors. There was heavy passenger and
freight service here during World War II and until
1954. We have now arrived at the largest town in
Harford County, and the County seat. The Bel Air
post office,established in 1794,continues to serve
a large area of the central part of the County,
including the discontinued post offices of Fulford
(1909), Thomas Run (1908), Fountain Green (1907),
Emmorton (1922), Wheel (1907), and Bynum (1923).

In the stampless era, covers are known from
Bel Air bearing both manuscript cancels (1827) and
two distinctly different handstamps, one used
1839-1853 with blue, black or red ink, and a
scarcer one used only in 1854, in black ink.
Numerous sizes and colors of circular date stamps



have been reported since 1855. In the 1880's, a
large oval postmark bearing the County name was in
use. At the same time, a circular date stamp also
bearing the County name, was used. From 1895 to
1905 the post office name was changed to Belair
(one word). Between 1910 and 1920, various flag

(machine) cancels appeared on letters postmarked
at Bel Air.
BYNUM
Ten minutes and two miles after leaving Bel

Air, our train arrives at Bynum station, which is
only a flag stop at this settlement of about 50
people. It has, until 1970, been a very rural
village, named for a local family. The postoffice
operated from 1889-1923 with only circular date
stamps being used to cancel mail. The only items
postmarked from Bynum in the author's collection
are several post cards of the 1905-1912 era. In
1923, Bynum post office was discontinued and
service is now provided by Bel Air.

FOREST HILL

FO;ES':F :‘iLL,
JUN 13 1902
MD.

Our next stop on this imaginary excursion is
the town of Forest Hill, two miles northwest of
Bynum, at the crossroads of Maryland Routes 23
(o1d) and 24. The station is still standing, well
preserved, and has been used for various purposes
over the past 20 years. The Forest Hill station
was a receiving point for farm products, such as
milk, being shipped to Baltimore, or to cream-
eries. Forest Hill, like Fallston, was settled
by Quakers in the 1840's and between 1848-1852,
the post office was named Highland Grove. The
town contains many Victorian style homes of the
early 1900's, a bank, several stores, and an in-
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dustrial park with an airstrip. From 1895 to 1905,
the name "Forest Hill" was written as "Foresthill"”
in keeping with a nationwide movement to one-word
post office names. The present post office is a
modern structure with much activity, having numer-
ous rural routes in operation. A rural free
delivery route operated out of Forest Hill from
1900 to 1910 into the neighboring countryside.
Numerous circular type postmarks were used by
the Forest Hill post office over the years, with
the earliest in the author's collection being one
from 1880. An example of the double circle post-
mark used about 1891 also exists. Discontinued
post offices now serviced by Forest Hill include
Pleasantville, Allibone, Chestnut Hill, Gibson,
Hickory, Sandy Hook, Highpoint, and Kalmia.

SHARON

Leaving Forest Hill, our train proceeds for
two miles over an uphill route with many curves,
to the village of Sharon. Coming into Sharon, we
cross the 450 foot long Gross Trestle, which pre-
sented numerous operating problems over the years.
The Sharon station is merely a flag stop at a
country road. One half mile beyond Sharon is Horn-
berger's siding, where the northbound and south-
bound passenger trains could pass. In 1889, the
Sharon post office was established and operated
until 1942, when it was discontinued, with service
to the village taken over by Jarrettsville. Many
circular type postmarks were used during the 53
years of operation. During the 1900-1909 era, an
R.F.D. route operated out of the Sharon postoffice
in a horsedrawn enclosed buggy, which served as a
"mobile" post office, picking up and delivering
mail and selling stamps.

FERNCLIFF

One and a half miles north of Sharon our
train enters the southern end of the narrow Rock
Ridge gorge of Deer Creek at Ferncliff on the
Creek. This is only a flag stop. Ferncliff post
office operated only two months in 1889,the short-
est operation of any Harford County post office.




ROCKS

Between Ferncliff and Rocks is one and a half
miles of very rocky and picturesque scenery which

is now part of Rocks State Park. Deer Creek is
bridged at Rocks Station. This station was a huge
barn-l1ike structure with a dormer roof which
burned in 1953. Trains took on water at the Rocks
storage tank. In 1878, the post office operated
as Rocks of Deer Creek, applying a double outer
circle postmark. In 1881, the name was changed to
The Rocks, in 1895 to Rocks, and in 1968 it became
a DP0. Rocks post office also had several R.F.D.
routes operating from it between 1902 and 1908. No
unusual postmarks are known from the Rocks area.

PYLESVILLE

moF, D,
PYLESVILLE,

FEB 23 1903
MD.

Leaving Street, we descend in five minutes
into Pylesville, 1.7 miles to the northwest. The
post office was established in 1850 with Nathan
Pyle as the first postmaster and is active today
in this isolated and rural area off MD Rt. 165.
Various postmarks were used at Pylesville over the
years, including a large double outer circle in
the 1860's. Manuscript postmarks were used on
occasion. Pylesville also had an RFD route oper-
ating in the 1902-1907 era. DPO's of Harkins,
Fisher and Woodbine are now under Pylesville
jurisdiction.

WHITEFORD

From Rocks our train passes the flag stop of
Minefield (no post office for the area) enroute up
the rolling hills to the village of Street, three
miles distant. The village was named for Mrs.
Drualla Street who in 1880, gave the land to erect
a combination store, station and post office. It
began operation in 1885 and continues to serve the
area today. Prior to 1880 the land was known as
Highland. The main commodity from the farming
area was milk, which the train toock to a creamery.
Street is still a farming community with Tlittle
commercialism. The post office serves areas
covered by discontinued offices which include Ady,
Deer Creek, Dublin, Greenstone, MclIntyre, Mill
Green and Robinson's Store.
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two miles north-
less than six
The White-

Our rail trip now takes us
east toward Whiteford, around no
turns, over a level stretch of track.
ford station has vanished, as has the Street
station. Whiteford post office, 1in continuous
service since 1884, was named for the first
postmaster, James Whiteford. Various circular
date stamps were used in Whiteford's 100 years of
postal service. Now served by Whiteford are DPO's
of Cooper, Ludwig, Prospect, Kirkwood, Flintville
and Linebridge. As with nearby Pylesville, White-
ford also had a RFD route serving the surrounding
area from 1903-1908. Whiteford today is a
flourishing town at the intersection of MD Rts.
136 and 165.



CARDIFF

One mile northeast of Whiteford is Cardiff,
on the Maryland side of the Maryland-Pennsylvania

border. In the early 1900's, this area was the
scene of mining of slate for slate roofs and green

marble for building and furniture. Rail shipment
of this material was a lucrative business for the
Ma & Pa Railroad. Cardiff was named by the Welsh
slate miners for the capital of their native
Wales. Postal service now ongoing was started in
1897. Normal types of circular postmarks have been
used over the years.

END OF THE TRIP, EVERYBODY OUT!

Our imaginary excursion covering 23.5 miles
across Harford County on the Maryland and Penn-
sylvania Railroad has now come to an end. In the
late 1800's and early 1900's, this trip took near-
ly two hours. By 1924, the time had been reduced
to one hour and 15 minutes. 0f the 14 villages
along the way, twelve had active post offices, and
of those twelve, seven are still in business.

/“:Tbgq ?M.u: wcott Nirxon
GFG Bullsing

%4 V"’o‘— M sugustz, G..
Fig. 3 Last Day of operation.

One of the main sources of revenue for the
railroad after World War II, was the Government
contract for carrying mail. In the early 1950's,
passenger service dropped off drastically. The
mail contract was terminated on September 1, 1954,
The last passenger run was made August 31, 1954
and the line shut down to avoid bankruptcy. By
1958, the Maryland District had been abandoned and
trackage and facilities removed.

Had we continued into Pennsylvania, we would

have stopped at the York County towns of Delta,
Woodbine, Bridgeton, Muddy Creek, High Rock,
Laurel, Brogueville, Felton, Red Lion, Dallastown,

Yoe and York. Portions of the Pennsylvania section
of the Ma & Pa continued operation until the late
1970's serving the industrialized areas of south-
ern York County. Business began to slump and
industries looked to other ways of moving their
merchandise. By the early 1980's, the tracks
had been removed from this last section of the old
Ma & Pa Railroad.

This wreck occurred on the Winters Run trestle
near Vale, in February, 1899. Heavy ice was
blamed for Engine No. 4 falling off the trestle,
after colliding with Engine No. 6

References

1. "The Ma & Pa.", George W. Hilton, 1963

Howell-North, Berkeley, Calif.

2. "The Postal History of Maryland, the Delmarva
Peninsula and the District of Columbia”,
Chester Smith and John L. Kay, 1984,

The Depot, Burtonsville, Md.

3. "The Ma & Pa - A Vanishing Railroad",
John T. Kendall, 1970.
4. "Maryland Postal History", D. Homer Kendall,

1983, David G. Phillips, Miami, Florida.

* k & * * k * * %

PLEASE HELP !
Share your research with fellow postal historians-
Don't be bashful! LA POSTA Section editors will
help you convert your research into a finished
article. Contact one today and see how easy it is
to have your research appear in LA POSTA.
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ORANGE COUNTY, NEW YORK, PART 2
By Martin & David Margulis

In Part 1, we provided background information
about Orange Co. and its progress over the years.
In Part 2, we provide an appraisal of the collect-
ability of Orange County postal history material,
and, through the courtesy of John L.Kay, a list of
the post offices that have operated, for long, or
short periods of time, in our favorite County.

There does not seem to be much demand for
Orange Co. covers at the present time. Obviously,
20th century material is in best supply. But 19th
century covers from Middletown or Newburgh are not
too difficult to obtain. Although Port Jervis is
about as large as either Middletown or Newburgh,

(about 25,000 people in the city itself) covers
are not as abundant.

Most Orange County post offices are fourth
class. While this situation is rapidly changing,
due to the high cost of housing in counties closer
to New York City, it made quite a difference in

the number of 1letters mailed from those small
offices in the nineteenth century. Also, many

Orange County post offices were short lived.

Lastly, most Orange Co. covers are compara-
tively inexpensive. Good 1820 covers can be pur-

chased for fifty or sixty dollars, when you can
find them. Two dealers that I know of, who live
in Orange County, and who attend major New York
City stamp shows, have 1little, if any, Orange
County material.

We believe that if someone of sufficient
wealth to make it worthwhile for a dealer to spend
the time necessary to cbtain covers, was interest-
ed, they would surface. However, we know of only
three collectors who currently collect Orange Co.
At a recent auction of postal history material,
which we attended, we spoke to two dealers. Each
said that they saw little Orange County material
around. Added to this, when you do find some
Orange Co. covers, they are often damaged, lightly
struck, or in some other way, undesirable.

Acknowledgement

We are indebted to John L. Kay, who has per-
mitted us to reprint the information about Orange
County post offices, which follows. The informa-
tion 1is taken from New York Postal History: The
Post Offices and First Postmasters 1776-1980.by

Kay, John L. and Smith, Chester M., published by
Quarterman Publications, 1982.

Return to WILLIAM OER,
ORRS MILLS, Orange Co, K. Y.,
1f not delivered within b days

SarS Iz
 RAY 0 1888
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Co..s‘

L//?/%/'f—?df road.
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P.0. Name

POST OFFICES OF ORANGE COUNTY, NEW YORK

Disc. date

First Postmaster

Accommadationville
Algonquin

Allard's Corners
Amity

Arden

Bellvale

Blooming Grove
Blooming Grove(2)
Breeze Hill
Bullville
Bullville(reest.)
Burnside
Burnside(reest.)
Buttermilk Falls

Cadiz

Cahoonzie

Campbell Hall
Canterbury
Carpenter's Point
Cedarcliff

Center

Central Valley
Centre Point
Chester

Circlevilie

Club House
Coldenham
Collaburgh

Cornwall

Cornwall Landing
Cornwall Landing(2)
CornwallontheHudson

Cornwall on Hudson
County Farm
Craigsville
Crawford

Cronomer's Valley
Cronomer Valley
Crystal Run
Crystalrun

Crystal Run(reest.)
Cuddlebackville

Deer Park
Dolsentown
Durlandville
Durlandville (2)

S: =

Mar
Jul

Jan
Jul

Nov
Jan
Oct
Dec
Aug
Aug
Jan
Apr
Aug
Oct
Jun
Jan
Dec
Feb

Jun
Jan
Dec
Jun
Sep
Dec
Dec
Dec
Jul
Mar

Nov
May
Aug
May

Service from

27

20
11
20
18

19
14

23
11

31

27
12
28
26
21
18
25

10
15
10

16
16
15
12

1
30

24

18

21
5

1849
1813
1889
1907
1825
1834
1863
1879
1849

1831
1892
1869
1811
1816
1899
1909
1871
1854
1797
1852
1890
1820
1856
1849
1863
1884
1873

1979
1880
1827
1824
1874
1892
1883
1895
1908
1826

1816
1832
1882
1915

Dec 7 1848
Jun 30 1969
Feb 24 1873
Jan 31 1940
0P 1980

0P 1980
Jun 3 1875
0P 1980
Nov 30 1910
Mar 21 1831
0P 1980
Aug 28 1874
Apr 15 1939
Nov 7 1866

Mar 18 1834
May 15 1901
0P 1980
Jun 6 1849
Feb 5 1830
Jun 15 1934
Dec 30 1916
0P 1980
Oct 29 1863
OP 1980
0P 1980
Oct 31 1893
Jan 31 1905
Feb 16 1869
OP 1980
Feb 10 1873
Apr 30 1963
Jun 30 1979

0P 1980
Aug 21 1882
Mar 15 1944
Dec 14 1853
Dec 15 1892
Feb 15 1908
Dec 1895
Jul 1 1908
Jan 31 1940

0P 1980

Jul 5 1826
Oct 16 1844
Sep 9 1887
Jan 30 1926

Isiah J. Whitten

Alexander Makinson
Daniel Carpenter
Edward M Rarrott

Augustus J. Burt
Samuel Moffat
Charles H. Gerow
William B. Howland
Joseph Elder
William Williamson
Daniel T. Brown
Charles W. Rose
Cornelius Nelson

Leartus M. Weller
Hamilton Hulse
Benjamin F. Decker
Nathaniel Barton
Francis Kelley
Libbie West

Peter Hemmer
Alfred Cooper

John Longheed
Joseph C. Wickham
Daniel Bull

Frank 0. Roe
Samuel Monell
Virgil Y. Duryea
Henry F. Chadeayne
Charles E. Cock
William A. Seaman
Charles E. Cock

Kenneth 0. Robinson
Cynthia Goodale
James J. Craig
Arthur Sloat
Charles W. Wyatt
Albert C. Wyatt
Andrew Crans
Andrew Crans
William B. Phiilips
Peter Cuddleback

David G. Finch
Gideon U. Cock
D. C. Durland

William Noha

(after postoffice closed)
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FROM

TO Red Bridge(Ulster)
Branch of Newburgh

S: Walden

S: Warwick

FROM Greenwood Iron Works

TO Washingtonville

S: Johnson

T0 Cadiz

FROM Cadiz

FROM Otterville
S: Campbell Hall
TO Highland Falls

FROM Bullville;TO Bullvlile
S: Rio

TO Cornwall

T0 Port Jervis
FROM Hampton Ferry
S: Greenwood Lake

S: Greenwood Lake
S: Rocklet
S: Searsville
FROM Canterbury
TO Cornwall on the Hudson
FROM Winchester
FROM Cornwall Landing
T0 Cornwall on Hudson
FRM:Cornwall on the Hudson
TO Durlandville
S: Chester
TO Pine Bush
TO Cronomer Valley
FROM Cronomer's Valley
TO Crystalrun
Crystal Run;TO Crystal Run
FROM Crystalrun

TO Finchville
TO New Hampton

FROM County Farm;TO Orange Farm

S: Goshen



East Coldenham
Edenville

Fair Oaks

Fairoaks

Fair Oaks (reest.)
Finchville
Firthcliffe
Firthcliffe Sta.
Florida

Fort Montgomery
Fullerton

Gardentown
Gardnertown
Girard
Godeffroy
Goshen

Graham
Greenwood IronWorks
Greenwood Lake
Greenwood Works
Greycourt
Guymard

Hamptonburgh
Hamptonburgh(reest)
Hamptonburgh (2)
Hampton Ferry
Harriman

Highland Falls
Highland Mills

Jul
Jul
Jan
Jul
Jan
Nov
May

May
Jul
Apr
Jul
Jun
Feb
Aug
Jun
Dec
Dec
Jun

Mar
May
Apr
Aug
Jul
Nov
Oct

Hi11(Sta.Middletown)Jul

Honesville
Horace
Howell's Depot

Howells Depot
Howells
Huguenot

Idlewild

Johnson's
Johnson

Kanohwahke Lake
Lake

Lawton
Lawton (reest.)

Jun
Aug
May

Dec
Jul
Feb
Mar

Aug
Sep

May
Mar

Jun
Sep

20
16
24

27

—- N

POST OFFICES OF ORANGE COUNTY, NEW YORK

1828
1836
1890
1884
1910
1866
1832
1949

30 1826

19

20

23

1829
1847

1894
1904
1835
1873

1868
1893

1925
1898

1863
1870

Disc. date

Nov 14 1902
Sep 1 1924

Dec 1895
Jul 1 1908
May 31 1947
Sep 24 1852
Jun 30 1953
May 10 1956
0P 1980
0P 1980
Jun 8 1868

Apr 15 1891
Jun 30 1902
Dec 15 1891
0P 1980
0P 1980
Mar 25 1843
May 19 1888
0P 1980
Aug 31 1869
Dec 30 1933
Sep 15 1926

6 1836
3 1856
Apr 30 1891
Jan 31 1899
OP 1980
0P 1980
0P 1980
Dec 8 1978
Nov 18 1840
Feb 28 1842
Dec 1894

Apr
Jun

Jul 19 1904
0P 1980
0P 1980

Jul 31 1934

Sep 23 1893
0P 1980

Dec 31 1929
Dec 30 1933

Jun 2 1870
Mar 8 1898
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First Postmaster

William C. Brewster
James P. Young

Matthew S. Askew
Lewis R. Wallace
Lewis R. Wallace
David G. Finch
Cora T. Chadeayne
(Sta. Cornwall)
Samuel S. Seward
Jeremiah Drew
William M. Vail

Willie Terwilliger
Albert Vredenburg
William H. Pierson
William Norris
James W. Wilkes
William Graham,Jr.
Isaac L. Noxon; FROM
Lyndon Jenness
Harvey Shore

John C. Proctor
Peter L. Gumaer

Charies Heard

James Strong

Joseph C. Eager,dr.
William Henderson
William Rake
Cornelius Nelson
William Vail, Jr.

S: Newburgh
S: Warwick

TO Fairoaks

FRM Fair Oaks;TO Fair Oaks

FR(M Fairoaks
FROM Deer Park
FROM West Cornwall
FROM Firthcliffe

TO Slate Hil

S: Newburgh

S: Burnside

Greenwood Works;TO Arden

T0 Greenwood Iron Works
S: Chester
S: Godeffroy

S: Greycourt
TO Cedarcliff
FROM Turner
FROM Buttermilk
FROM Orange

FROM State Hospital(Sta Middletown)

Cornelius Dickinson
Horace Seward
George W. Bell

Helen M. Putney; FROM Howell's Depot;TO HowelTs

Samuel H. Vail
Charles 0. Boyd

James T. Townsend

William C. Johnson
William Elston

Harry M. Cutler
Jesse Holbert

Peter S. Post
Francis J. Haskins

FROM Walilkill
FROM VanBurenville
TO Howells Depot

FROM Howells Depot

S: Newburgh

TO Johnson
FROM Johnson's

S: Tuxedo Park
FROM Lawton; S: Warwick

S: Sugar Loaf
TO Lake



P.0. Name

Leptondale
Lincoln Park Sta.
Little Britain
Little Britain(2)
Little Britain(3)

Maybrook
Meadowbrook
Mechanicstown

Oct
Mar
Nov

Mechanicstown(reest)Jan
Mechanicstown(reest)Jun

Middle Hope
Middie Hope Br.
Middletown
Middletown(reest)
Minisink
Mitchell's Corner
Model

Monroe

Monroe Works
Montgomery

Moodna
Mortonville
Mountainville
Mount Hope

Munroe

Neilytown

New Antrim
Newburgh
Newburg
Newburgh (reest.)
New Hampton

New Milford

New Vernon

New Windsor

New Windsor (2)
New Windsor Br.
North End Br.
North End Sta.

Orange

Ordnge Farm
Orange Lake
Orange Lake (2)
Orange Lake (3)
Orr's Mills
Orrs Mills
Otisville
Otterville
Oxford Depot

Apr
May
Oct
Sep
Feb
Jan
Jul

Apr
Mar
Oct
Apr
Nov
Nov

Nov
Aug
Oct

Dec
Oct
Sep
Mar
Jan
Mar
Jul
May
Oct

Dec
Sep
Jdul
Jan
Jul
Mar

Oct
Mar

3
12
10
19
24
28
27

16

20

- . =N N

POST OFFICES OF ORANGE COUNTY, NEW YORK

. date

Disc. date

Jan 31 1915
Dec 31 1942
Feb 1813
Feb 23 1866
May 15 1945

0P 1980
Apr 30 1948
Dec 14 1901
Mar 31 1902
Jun 30 1904
Apr 30 1937

0P 1980
Jun 23 1829

OP 1980
Nov 30 1921
Mar 10 1856
Jul 30 1907

0P 1980
May 15 1882

0P 1980
Mar 15 1914
May 21 1864

OP 1980
Dec 31 1901

1821

Feb 10 1880
Feb 23 1798
Dec 1894
Dec 1895
0P 1980
0P 1980
0P 1980
Nov 2 1853
Oct 12 1853
Aug 31 1892
0P 1980
0P 1980
May 1 1961

Oct 4
Feb 10
Jun 3
Jul 31
Oct 31
Dec 1894
Nov 15 1920
0P 1980
May 7 1863
Sep 2 1929

1832
1889
1872
1889
1931

First Postmaster

Mary E. Rushfield

John Kerr
Hamilton Morrison
Charles E. Knapp

Albert Tower
Charles C. Terry
John D. Wood
James Southwell
James Southwell
Samuel S. Paimer
(Br. Newburgh)
Stacy Beakes
Oliver P. Coleman
Daniel Bodle
Henry Malcomson
Mamie L. Lucine
Ebenezer B. Tuthill
Roger Parmele
John Sears
David Carson, Jr.
John D. Vail
John Orr
Benjamin Woodward
{same as Monroe)

Henry D. Laroe
John Suffern
Ebenezer Foote
Joseph A. Sneed
Joseph A. Sneed
Moses H. Phillips
Harrison F. Horton
E1i Roberts
Joseph Morrell
Joseph J. Lahey
(Br. Newburgh)
(Br. Middletown)
(Sta. Middletown)

William Vail, Jr.
Robert G. Young
Charles L. Young
Ezra VanWagner
Wilbur A. Benedict
William Orr
William Orr;
Isaac Otis
Henry F. Brown
John H. Tuthill

FROM

29

S: Newburgh
(Sta. Middletown)

w

Rock Tavern

Newburgh

Middletown
Middletown
Middietown

TO South Middletown

FROM South Middletown

S: Port Jervis

TO Orange Lake
FROM Southfield

T0 Southfields
FROM Wardsbridge
FROM New Windsor
T0 Vail's Gate

S: Ottsville

S: Montgomery

TO New Antrim (Rockland)

TO Newburg

FROM Newburgh;TO Newburgn

FROM Newburg
FROM Dolsentown

TO Moodna
S: Newburgh

TO North End Br.

TO Highland Mills
FRGM Durlandville

S: Newburgh
S: East Coldenham

FROM Model; S: Newburgh

TO Orrs Mills

Orr's Mills; S: Cornwall

TO Burnside
S: Chester
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Some representative postmarks from Orange County, New York.
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Paradise
Philipsburg
Philipsburgh
Philipsburgh
Pine Bush
Pinebush

Pine Bush (reest.)

Pine Island
Port Jervis

POST OFFICES OF ORANGE COUNTY, NEW YORK

Est. date

Apr
Feb

Port Jervis (reest.)Jdan

Ridgebury
Rio

Rocklet
Rock Tavern
Roseton

Saint Andrew's
Saint Andrew's
Saint Andrew's

Saint Andrew
Salisbury

Salisbury Mills

Savill
Savilton
Scotchtown

Scotchtown Br.

Searsville
Slate Hill

Slate Hill (2)

Slatehill

State Hi11(2 reest)
South Centreville

South Centerville
South Centerville

Southfield
Southfields

South Gardnersville
South Middletown

Sparrow Bush

State Hospital Sta.

State School

Sterling Forest
Sterling Forest (2)
Stewart Field Br.
Stewart Field Br.
StewartAirForceBase

Stony Ford
Stonyford

Stony Ford (reest)

Feb
May
May
Jul
Jul

Apr
Oct
Jul
Mar
Feb
Feb
May
Mar
Mar
Dec
Sep
Feb
Jun
Dec
Dec
Sep

Dec
Jul
Jul
May
Jun
Jun
Mar
Jdul
Dec
Mar
Jan
Nov
Nov
Feb
Dec
Dec
Dec

14

13
25

12
18

20

16

21

15
24
23
16

19

17
16

16
18

Disc. date

Nov 30 1895
1827
Apr 1 1847
May 17 1849
Dec 1895
Dec 1905
0P 1980
0P 1980
Dec 15 1832
0P 1980

Apr 8 1966
Jan 31 195%
Jul 3 1915
0P 1980
Sep 28 1973

Sep 22 1856
Nov 19 1866
Mar 25 1892
Mar 31 1903
Feb 5 1820
0P 1980
Mar 12 1892
Jun 15 1920
Dec 14 1907
0P 1980
Feb 14 1905
Jun 29 1865
Dec 1895
Dec 1905
OP 1980
Dec 1893

Dec 30 1899
Sep 15 1917
1809
0P 1980
Jun 29 1866
Sep 10 1849
0P 1980
Jul 1 1949
Dec 3t 1955
Jul 31 1891
0P 1980
Oct 31 1943
Feb 16 1951
OP 1980
Dec 1895
Dec 1905
Apr 23 1928

First Postmaster

S: Oakland Valley(Sulivan)
TO Philipsburgh
FROM Philipsburg

Silas T.L. Norris
Moses Philips
Moses Philips
Clark W. Dayton
Oliver Taylor
James H. Wallace;
John L. McKinney
Samuel E. Gale
John Slawson

John Conkling

FROM Crawford;TO Pinebush
FROM Pine Bush;TO Pine Bush
FROM Pinebush

FROM Carpenter's Point

Benjamin Dunning S: Slate Hill
John Dougherty S: Sparrow Bush
Franklin Mulliner T0 Rock Tavern
Margaret C. Mulligan FROM Rocklet

Hilend C. Rose S: Newburgh

Robert Lawrence
Robert B. Crowell
William A. Loughran
Herman C. Dayton
John Caldwell
John Caldwell
Harmon Terwilliger
Thomas J. Aderton
John Brown,Jr.
(Br. Middletown)
George Hunter
Benjamin Carpenter
Oscar H. Mills
William H.Green;
William H. Green
George V. Murray

TO Saint Andrew

FROM Saint Andrew's

TO Salisbury Mills

FROM Salisbury

TO Savilton

FROM Savill; S: Newburgh
S: Middletown

S: Montgomery

FROM Fullerton; TO Slatehill
FROM Slate Hil11;T0 Slate Hill
FROM Slatehill
FROM Wells Corner
TO South Centerville
Gilbert Robbins FROM South Centreville
Martin Bennett S: Slate Hill
Charles Cunningham TO Monroe
Peter Townsend FROM Monroe Works
Nathan Everett
Henry S. Beakes;
Lucas F. Hough
(Sta. Middletown)
Martin Garey
Hebert V. VanVleck
Raymond R.Muller;
(Br. West Point)
{Br. Newburgh)
(Br. Newburgh)
Oscar H. Dolson
Andrew Wood;
Andrew Wood

FROM Middletown;TO Middletown

TO Hi11 (Sta.Middletown)
S: Warwick
S: Greenwood Lake
FROM Sterling Forest(Pas,NJ)
TO (Br. Newburgh)
T0 Stewart Air Force Base
FROM Stewart Field Br.
T0 Stonyford
FROM Stony Ford; TO Stony Ford
FROM Stonyford
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POST OFFICES OF ORANGE COUNTY, NEW YORK

P.0. Name Est. date Disc. date First Postmaster Notes
Sugar Loaf Jan 9 1829 Dec 1895 Josiah Howell TO0 Sugarloaf
Sugarloaf Dec 1895 Dec 1905 Anna L. Roy; FROM Sugar Loaf; TO Sugar Loaf
Sugar Loaf (reest.) Dec 1905 OP 1980 Alice A. Turfler FROM Sugarloaf
Temp. Sta. Jul 5 1922 Aug 30 1922 (Sta. Tuxedo Park) Kanawahke Camps
Temp. Sta. Jul 5 1923 Aug 30 1923 (Sta. Tuxedo Park)
Temp. Sta. Jul 1 1924 Sep 10 1924 (Sta. Tuxedo Park)
Thompson Ridge May 15 1872 0P 1980 Daniel Thompson
Town Br. Nov 14 1978 0P 1980 (Br. Newburgh)
Tri States Jul 15 1885 Dec 1895 Samuel H. Gariss TO Tristates
Tristates Dec 1895 Mar 22 1903 Charles E. Nearpass FROM Tri States
Turner's Dec 7 1843 Jun 9 1893 Elmore Earl TO Turner
Turner Jun 9 1893 Jul 27 1910 David M. Hollenbeck FROM Turner's; TO Harriman
Tuxedo Park Dec 30 1885 OP 1980 Josiah Patterson
Unionville Dec 9 1824 0P 1980 Jacob Whitaker
Unity Jan 27 1834 Feb 23 1838 James Horton
USCC Sta. Jan 29 1962 0P 1980 (Sta. West Point)
vVail's Gate May 21 1864 Sep 29 1893 Salmon B.Cook; FROM Mortonville;TO Vail Gate
Vail Gate Sep 29 1893 Dec 1895 James Cushing; FROM Vail's Gate;TO Vailgate
Vailgate Dec 1895 Dec 1907 James Cushing; FROM Vvail Gate; TO Vail Gate
Vail Gate (reest.) Dec 1907 Jan.21 1925 Thomas F.Cushing; FROM Vailgate; TO Vails Gate
Vails Gate Jan 21 1925 0P 1980 Mrs.Mary A.Mertes FROM Vail Gate
VanBurensville Sep 4 1834 May 19 1847 Isaac B.tverett TO Howell's Depot
Walden Sep 26 1822 0P 1980 John M. Capron
Wallkill Feb 5 1802 Feb 18 1803 David R. Arnett
wallkill (2) Jul 1 1804 Aug 15 1829 John Morrell TO Horace
Wallki1l (3) Aug 12 1854 Jan 3 1856 William 0. Terry
Wardsbridge Jun 12 1792 Mar 31 1828 Stephen Goldsmith TO Montgomery
Warwick Jun 12 1792 OP 1980 John Smith
Warwick Woodlands May 20 1882 Feb 28 1891 E. T. Waterstone S: Club House
Washingtonville Jun 3 1875 0P 1980 Alexander Moore FROM Blooming Grove
Waterloo Mills Sep 23 1856 Mar 14 1879 Jacob P. Snook S: Unionville
Wawayanda Nov 6 1935 Aug 14 1937 Mrs.Frances Pardy S: New Hampton
Wells Corner Feb 8 1828 Sep 16 1879  Abijah Wells TO South Centreville
West Cornwall Jan 9 1889 Jan 19 1898 George Cornell TO Firthcliffe
West End Sta. Oct 1 1926 Dec 31 1942 (Sta. Middletown)
West Newburgh Sta. Sep 19 1958 0P 1980 (Sta. Newburgh)
West Point Apr 1 1815 Dec 1895 Andrew Ellicott TO Westpoint
Westpoint Dec 1895 Dec 1905 MsAugusta Bernard;FROM West Point;TO West Point
West Point (reest.) Dec 1905 0P 1980 Mary R. Newlands FROM Westpoint
West Town Oct 30 1816 Jun 27 1894 Charles Monell TO Westtown
Westtown Jun 27 1894 0P 1980 Robert H. Clark FROM West Town
Winchester Dec 12 1883 Dec 15 1884 William A. Seaman TO Cornwall Landing
Wisner Aug 26 1891 Apr 30 1934 William W. Buckbee S: Warwick
Wood Nov 8 1869 Dec 7 1871 Richard A. Conklin S: Goshen
Woodbury Falls Aug 11 1874 Apr 30 1934 Lewis A.VanCleft S: Highland Falls

0P 1980 = Operating in 1980

S: = Service from (after postoffice closed)
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OUT OF THE TRASH CAN
By Henry W. Beecher and Bob Stets

From time to time, we will present items that
were ready to go into the trash container, but

were "saved" by someone who recognized their
unusual usage.
The Philadelphia Electric Company's suburban

office received large quantities of mail daily,
and no doubt, had a deposit account at the War-
minster Post Office for postage due charges, but
either origin or destination post office should
have marked each piece "Postage Due ...... Cents",
with the appropriate amount of postage due shown
in the blank space. Henry Beecher quotes the
appropriate regulations from the first issue (1
Oct 70) of the Postal Service Manual. The
Postal Manual which preceded it was essentially
the same.

>146.121 "Mail of any class,....received at
either the office of mailing, or office of address
without any postage, or without sufficient postage
will be: a. marked to show the total deficiency of
postage and fees".

CANAL ZONE POSTAGE :

o e i s

9 Oct. 1971 1st Class postage = 8
Cover bears two 4c embossed envelope stamps
cut out and pasted on a plain envelope.

This has always been a "no - no" in the U.S.
>142.7b: "Stamps cut from stamped envelopes, aero-
grammes or postal cards are not good for postage."

2019 & Tedlrreorelomd !
2 Inaugurating the
UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE
JULY 1, 1971
7 Dec. 1971 i1st Class postage = &.
5 Oct. 1964. First Class postage = 5¢ ¢ s

Cover bears 1c U.S. + 4c Canal Zone stamps
No postage due indicated.

>142.7: "A11 postage stamps issued by the
United States since 1860 are good for postage from
any point in the United States, or from any place
where the United States domestic mail service
operates, except from the Panama Canal Zone,
where special Canal Zone stamps are used." This
would seem to imply the reverse- that Canal Zone
stamps are invalid for United States postage.

If you have common covers with interesting
uses, or showing violation of postal rules, share
them with your fellow postal historians.
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Cover bears an 8 USPS stamp, previously
cancelled as a first day cover on 1 July 1971 at
Atlantic City, N.J. and reused from Wyncote, Pa.
on Dec. 7, 1971.

>141.14: "Reuse of stamps with intent to
cause 1°ss to the Government is punishable by fine
and imprisonment."

>142,.7a: "Mutilated or deface stamps are not
good for postage."

These cacheted envelopes were given to any
patron requesting them and after the patron added
the new USPS stamp, they would be cancelled 1 July
71 and handed back to the postal patron, without
need for any address. Apparently 5 months Tlater,
someone decided to reuse the envelope.



HAVE YOU SEEN ?

PENNSYLVANIA  POSTAL  HISTORIAN, May/June
1987 (delayed), Whole #85, 16 pages, 8% x 11,
neatly printed and punched with holes to fit a

3-ring binder. The Historian is mailed under a
non-profit bulk mailing permit.

This issue contains Part II of the latest
update of Pennsylvania manuscript postmarks on
stampiess mail, Tlisting counties Erie through
McKean, with 31 newly reported post offices and
many earlier or later usages.

I can't pass up this opportunity to commend
PaPHS member Tom Clarke, who prepared an excellent
22-page Index of the first 82 issues of the PaPHS
Historian. The Index was distributed to members
of the PaPHS as Historian #84.

Historian #85 also illustrated a couple of

"Mystery" covers from Philadelphia by Steven M.
Roth; a stampless cover postmarked "Fairfield or
Millers, Pa." by John L. Kay; corrections to

Pennsylvania Postal History, also by John Kay;
Society news, and a Financial Report.

Published bi-monthly by the Pennsylvania
Postal History Society, Joe von Hake, editor.
Information from John L. Kay, 329 Milne Street,
Philadelphia, PA 19144, - .

HAVE YOU SEEN 7

THE VERMONT PHILATELIST, August 1987 (Whole
#125), 12 pages, 5% x 8%, folded and stapled and
mailed in an envelope franked with an 8.5¢c Tow
Truck coil, overprinted "Nonprofit/ Org." in red.

Richard Marek solicits response to a proposal

to revise and expand the 319 page Postal History

of Vermont published in 1969. So much new inform-
ation has been published, and new areas of inter-
est developed, that a new version of the nearly 20
year old monumental work would be of much help to
cotlectors of Vermont postal history, and at the
same time, make such a work available at a reason-
able price.

Durward Momsen provides an excellent summary
of previously published information on 2c Black
Jacks used in Vermont, with additions from his own
collection, and provides examples of the 3 major
uses of the 2c Black Jack in Vermont.

This issue also includes a report of VERPEX
'87, Society news, a membership and financial
report and a 28 lot auction.

Published quarterly by the Vermont Philatelic
Society, Morton Nash, editor. Contact Dr. Paul G.
Abajian, 209 Pearl St., #4, Essex Jct. VI 05452,
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HAVE YOU SEEN 7

G.P.H.S. BULLETIN July, 1987 {Whole #10), 8

pages, 8% x 11, neatly printed by offset. Although
stated as "published irregularly", the Georgia
Postal History Society Bulletin 1is appearing

quite regularly, with issues of Volume 3 dated

Feb., May and July 1987.

In this July '87, issue, editor Douglas N.
Clark proposes to eliminate his editorial page,
and solicits articles from the membership to fill
the vacated space.

This issue contains an article "A New England
Schoolmarm in Georgia", by Thomas C. Kingsley, who
quotes portions from a stampless letter bearing a
manuscript postmark of New Echota, Ga., August 25,
1832, to emphasize how postal history collectors
sometimes "miss the boat" by not reading the con-
tents of items in their collection.

The "Feature County" for this issue 1is Rabun
County, with a 1ist of post offices, dates of
operation and names of first postmasters, compiled
by associate editor Jeff MWest.

The GPHS Bulletin 1is published irregularly,

as contributions permit, by Georgia Postal History
Society. Information from Secretary- Editor
Douglas N. Clark, Box 51, Lexington, GA  30648.

HAVE YOU SEEN 7

WAY MARKINGS, A Journal of Virginia Postal
History, August 1987 (Whole #60), 12 pages, 8} x
11, neatly printed by offset, with a supplement
containing pages 171-90 of "Virginia Postal Mark-
ings and Postmasters.”

This issue contains two feature articles:

1. Tom Stanton continues his "Railroads of
Virginia" series with Part VI - the Petersburg &
Roanoke Railroad, chartered in 1830, and completed
for its 59 mile length in 1833 to Blakely Depot,
across the Roanoke River from Weldon, N.C.. *

2. William M. Wickert provides "Found Only in
Virginia® - an update on bisects of the 3c 1869
issue found on tax notices from Luray, Virginia.

Other items in this August issue include an
illustration of a Confederate Virginia "Forwarded"
cover, a book review of The Heritage of Virginia:
The Story of Place Names in the 01d Dominion and

two pages of Society news.

Way Markings is edited by Stefan & Genevieve
Jaronski and published quarterly by the Virginia
Postal History Society. Applications for member-
ship are available from Frank & Lucy Bowling, 2703
Dellrose Ave., Richmond, VA 23228.



ROSS WILLEY MAIL AUCTION NO. 5

3930 S.E. 150th, PORTLAND, OR 97236
(503) 760—-7618

ALASKA

1. NABESNA,1936, F 4 bar on emerg. mail cvr. E 10
2. NUSHAGAK,1934, F 4 bar on emerg. mail cvr. E 10

ARIZONA

3. MESA,1908, VG duplex on VG cvr. E 3
4. ORAIBI,1905, F target on leather PPC E 20 PH
5. SILVERBELL,1907, F doane on PPC E 25

HAWATI

6. KOLOA, Kauai,1898, F dble cds (except no year date)
on F cvr with # 75. Trimmed at left. E 25

7. LIHUE, Kauai,l906, F duplex on PPC to Mexico E 8

8. SCHOFIELD BARRACKS,1912, VG 4 bar on PPC E 4

IDAHO

9. LENIA,1908, F 4 bar on PPC (01-23) £ 5

10. MACE, 1915, VG 4 bar on PPC (99-22) E 5

11. STARNER, 1893, VG cds on cvr, rough at left, no
stamp, Condon, OR rec., scarce (90-94) E ? PH

MONTANA

12. BATTRICK,1915, F+ 4 bar on PPC (15-29) E 15

13. BIG ELK,1910, VG doane on PPC (82/13) E 8

14, CASTLE,1910, VG doane on PPC (87/18) E 6

15. EDWARDS,1914, F 4 bar on PPC (13-45) E 6

16. ELECTRIC, 1910, VG 4 bar on PPC (04-15) with
Pinecreek doane rec. {04-14) E 8

17. FOSTER,1909, F 4 bar on PPC (07-20) E 15

18. FULTON,1911 VG magenta doane on PPC (88-14) E 8

19. GLENGARRY,1912, F 4 bar on PPC (09-24) E 15

20. HOFFMAN,1910, VG-F 4 bar on PPC (00/18) E 8

21. HOWIE,1910, F+ 4 bar on PPC {92-15) E 12

22. LAT,1914, G+ 4 bar on GPC (98/18) E 7

23. LOTHROP,1907, VG doane on PPC (00-13) E 8

24. MIDLAND, 1904, VG target on F Veg-A-Tab cvr.(98-14)
E 25 Photo

25. RENOVA,1913, G+ 4 bar on PPC (06-23) E 6

26. RIVERSIDE,1913, F 4 bar on PPC (?-34) E 6

27. SMOKY BUTTE,1917, G+ blue 4 bar on PPC(14-20)E25 PH

28. WESTMORE,1911, VG 4 bar on PPC (10-42) E 5

NORTH DAKOTA

29. APLIN,1908, F 4 bar on PPC (06-16) E 6

30. BETHEL,1912, F+ 4 bar on GPC (09-13) E 20 PH

31. BURKEY,1910, VG 4 bar on PPC (05-16) £ 10

32. EDGAR,1911, G+ 4 bar on PPC cnr. cr. (08-13) E 8

33. ELLISON,1909, VG 4 bar PPC (99-12) E 7 Lite canc.

34. ELSBERRY,1911, F 4 bar on PPC (06-18) E 7

35. GRACEVILLE,1812, F 4 bar on PPC (10-16) E 25

36. GRISWOLD,1908, VG-F target on PPC {86-09) E 8

37. 2 cvrs, MENOKEN,1916 4 bar and MOTT, 1905 doane
on U 395. Nice strikes on VG-F covers. E 4

38. MONTROSE, 1908, G+ doane on PPC (06-10) E 10

39. N. CHAUTAUQUA,1913,F 4 bar on PPC (02-31) E 6

40, STAMPEDE,1914, VG-F 4 bar on PPC (08-19) E 8

41. SWEDEN,1907, F doane on GPC (03-09) E 25 PH

42. WADE,1912, G+ 4 bar on PPC {98-20) E 5

OREGON

43. CELILO,1910, Lite 4 bar on PPC {89-14) E 6

44, FREEBRIDGE,1909, G+ 4 bar on PPC (08-10) E 8

45. MARMOT,1908, F 4 bar on PPC E 5

46. MARX,1909, F doane on PPC (04-10) Barton rec.
just barely overstrikes.E 30

BUUTHRDEROIA {also see lot 69)

47. CARLYLE,1910, VG 4 bar on PPC (07-21) E 6
48. CEDARFORK,1908, VG 4 bar on PPC (06-13) E 10
49, DANTON,1911, VG 4 bar on PPC {(09-17) E 7

50. GOVERT, 1910, VG 4 bar on PPC (10-54) E 4
51. HANNA,1907, F target on leather PPC (03-23) E 8
52. HILMOE,1911, G+ 4 bar on PPC (04-13) E 7

53. MANILA,1908, F doane on PPC (98-28) E 5

54. ORMAN,1907, F doane on PPC (06-14) E 10

55. OWATOMA,1910, F 4 bar on PPC (09-14) E 12
56. PLUMA,1906, F doane on PPC (98-12) E 10

UTAH

57. EDEN,1893, F target on F cvr, E 12 Terr.

58. HARRISVILLE,1893, F target on F cvr.(71-02) E15

59. HOOPER,1893, VG target on F cvr. E 12

60. HUNTSVILLE,1893, VG target on F cvr. N. Ogden
dble cds rec. (60-07) E 12

61. PLAIN CITY,1893, F target on F cvr (64-03) E 15

62. SLATERVILLE,1893, F dbl cds on F cvr (68-02)E 15

63. BURTNER,1910, VG 4 bar on PPC (07-11) E 12

64. GOLDEN,1909, F doane on PPC (01/09) E 25

65. GOLDEN,1910, F 4 bar on PPC (10-13) this one is
a different Golden office E 40 Photo

66. PROMONTORY PT.,1909, F magenta doane PPC E 6

67. ROSETTE,1910, VG kinda lite 4 bar PPC (09-44) E 6

68. Boxelder County - GARLAND,1912 PPC- GROUSE CRK.,
1931 cvr.-LUCIN, 1908 PPC- and PARK V1y.,1910 PPC
with a red 4 bar £ 5

R.F.D.

69 WOLSEY SD, 1913 hnd. stamp, see Photo E ?

Subscriber’s auction rules apply.Free photocopies with
SASE. Many of these lots are better than described so
please feel free to request photos. Telephone bids are
gladly accepted. (503) 760-7618

MIN BID $2.00 BIDS CLOSE: NOV. 30,1987
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FANCY CANCELS * RATES
MARKINGS * ILLUSTRATED COVERS

FOREIGN DESTINATIONS

ASK FOR A SELECTION ON APPROVAL.
SEND TWO PHILATELIC REFERENCES, A
DESCRIPTION OF WHAT YOU WOULD
LIKE TO SEE AND A PRICE RANGE.
AVAILABLE ON COVER OR OFF COVER.
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WANTED NEVADA
Paying $50 to $10C for clear cancels
prior 1920. Need many others. Send
photo for offer. Peterson Box 17463
Holiday Utah 84117 801-278-79%..

Allred-Ashdown-Fley~Eeaver-Carrcll
Como-Clover-Dean-Dutton-khret-Lgan
Fleish-Golden-Hill-Healey~-Indian
Springs-Jett Jessop-Jumbo-Kieran
Karo-Laurel-~Loma-Funcy-Omco-Ora-
Nickle-Pilot-Regan-hyndon-diipley
Hamsey-Schley-5igold-Spencer~Tule
Summit~Thorp-Victor-Voigt-Wood-

]

Write for latest auction catalog
H.J.W. Daugherty
COVERS & POSTAL HISTORY

P.O. Box 1146
Eastham, Mass., 02642
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BOB SUMMERELL AUCTION 1-A
P.0. Box 39597 DOWNZY, CA 90241
" Pough Covers for Serious Collectors”
AUCTION CLOSES NOVEMBER 30th, 1987 ©
PHONE NG. (213) 862-0370
Calls Accepted to Midnight of the
Day of Closing @ P.S.T.
MINIMUM BID - 50% of Lot Estimate
STANDARD AUCTION RULES APPLY
PHOTOCOPIES @ No Cost/SASE andLot No(s)
Bids Supersede Copy Reauests
BUYER PAYS POSTAGE

ALASKA_
1.

ESTIMATE

CHATHAM 1911 Rec. Mk on VF
Japanese PPC. Addr. to "c/o
Geo. T. Myres Canary (sic)
Chatham, Alaska, Sitkoh (sic)
Bay Canary (sic)" Rec. Mk is
clear, but superimposed. 40,00

_CALIFORNIA_

2. CONLIN 1903 mss cvrs 2¢ red
defect.; Confidence trans. mk
RARE . 100.20
NELLIE 1909 R.P. PPC; Doane 3/2
(no. "decipherable"); slt. run-
off @ top o/w VF) 20.00
FOLSOM CITY U35 1863(?) use; bit
toned w., slt top defects o/w a
nice item; killer is series of
vertical bars (3 "tiers") 50.80

CANAL ZONE

3.

b,

5. Sc. #3 ties F CANAL ZONE/EMPIRE
JUL 7 1904 cds; blue F=VF cvr to
"A Bienkowskl, P.R.R. News Agent,
Culebra, U.S..Canal Zone." Proper
b/s Culebra same day; "Guaranteed
J.C. Perry" mss on reverse; unde=
tracting trimming at left 700.00
6. ANCON/C.Z.,1908 F-VF dplx on I.L.
Maduro m/c viewcard, VF. 414,00
GUAM
7. GUAM/ISL.GUAM Mar 31 6PM 1905;
UPU b/w viewcard of "Sumay Street";
Sc. #300; mnr corner defects o/w
VF. 40,00
NEW MEXICO
8. BLAND 1905 GPC PRl Doane 2/3; VF
36.00
WYOMING
9. WAHABA 1912 VF 4=Bar R.P. PPCj

Scarce; interesting msg 40,00
END OF AUCTION...4ANT LISTS SOLICITED



THE MIDWESTERN EDITOR

Alan H. Patera

Box 2093

Lake Grove OR 37035
(503) 635-1319

We've all heard it said that the
world is "getting smaller", referring of
course not to its physical dimensions,
but to the time it takes to get people
or information from one place to
another, (Actually, in terms of letters
and mail delivery, the world may be a
bit larger than it was 75 years ago.)

I've mentioned this theme before,
but it was again impressed upon me on a
motoring trip I took in late summer from
Portland, Oregon to Appleton, Wisconsin
and back again. Remarkably enough, the
eastbound trip was accomplished without
resort to the Interstate highway system,
except for a short stretch in Wyoming
where the alternative of the old Federal
highway was not offered.

Travelling off the Interstates slows
one down a bit, but it does allow one to
see the settlements, giving glimpses of
life in different parts of the country,
and giving insights to the role played
by the onslaught of the internal combus-
tion engine.

No doubt about it, automotive trans-—
portation has reshaped the settlement
patterns of the country. As most of us
are city dwellers, we immediately think
of suburban living and the seemingly
endless commutes to work and shopping.
But the impact on rural living has been
just as profound, if not moreso.

It used to be that a small, rural
town was pretty much self-sufficient.
People would work in the area, shop in
the town, and rely on the community for
social activities. It was common to
have '"crossroads" stores with post
offices, to minimize the distance people

had to travel for mail and other
services.
As automotive transportation became

commonplace it became less necessary to
have such 1local conveniences, Rural
Free Delivery took its toll in the first
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decade of this century; since then the
automobile has become an  underlying
reason for the closing of many, if not

most, post offices.

People now travel 30, 40, even over
50 miles a day from rural communities to
cities for work and shopping. Some
towns survive only because some people
are willing to commute these distances,
as they have no employment of their own
to offer. But towns with no employment
possibilities and without the image of
"a nice place to 1live" have withered.
The stores close because they can offer
only a limited supply of goods, and even
local residents do the bulk of their
shopping in the cities. The next time
your newspaper carries a map showing
population change for your state take a
good look at it, and you will see that
the rural counties are losing population
—— unless they are close enough to a
large city to allow commuting.

In my traverses through Nebraska and
South Dakota T noted many declining

comnunities and closed businesses.
While one cannot deny the many advan-
tages of rapid transportation, it was
sad seeing the changes symbolizing the
passing of an era.

My journey will yield some rewards,
new contacts, new information that can
be shaped into articles. I've had a
pretty good influx of articles over the

last year, but the
run dry.

well is starting to
I invite you to contact me if



you have written, want to write, or have
information or illustrations that could The

be used in writing articles. Photo-
copies of early or interesting covers DepOt POSTAL HISTORY LITERATURE
are especially desired —— if I can't use

them now, 1'11 use them later. LS a2 LSS

LV m—
= o=
l THE WYOMING COLLECTOR .!
J A quarterly publication of The Depot J
p] Presenting articles, illustrations, and original Y
[ research relating to the collecting of paper l
by, memorabilia from Wyoming, i
li n
WANTED TO BUY old letters and envelopes with ' o 'I
early postmarks and stamps, old postcards, small town photos, I $4.00 per issue PR perAsEsChinkicH
pioneer diaries, and other old papers. Premium for Civil War, '" (4 issues) )

N
DI DL b 24—

Military and Old West letters. Phone (216) 466-2274.

CHARLES J. MOLNAR

1030 Tote Rd., Rock Creek, Ohio 44084 THE DEPOT
P.0. Box 2093, Lake Grove OR 97035

POST OFFICE CENTENNIALS

Most of the post offices celebrating their centennials
in this issue are and have always been small towns. Bonners
Ferry, Idaho is a small but locally important town in the
panhandle. The big exception is Burbank, California, a
populous suburb of Los Angeles.

NOVEMBER DECEMBER
1 Hensel ND 7 Agra KS
3  Burbank CA 13 Acton CA, Bradley SD
7 Pontiac MO 15 George IA
8 Almelund MN 16 Cassel CA
9 Holyoke CO 17  Formoso KS
11  Vliets KS 19  Belview MN
12 Hollins AL, Bonners Ferry* 1D, 20 Abita Springs LA
. Hyattville WY 22 Los 0Olivos CA, Mahaska KS,
15 Tichnor AR Shields KS, Talmage KS
18 Kirk CO 24 Wolverton MN
22  Norwood CO, Eureka SD 28 Arispe IA, Larrabee IA

28 Lake View IA, Mora LA, Bohannon VA
29 Narka KS, Garden City SD
30 Quimby TA, Bellingham MN

# Had a different name when established
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INDIANA POST OFFICES ESTABLISHED AFTER 1300

A lot of postal history has focused
on initial settlement, the hardships of
isolation of the pioneers, and the
difficulty of communication in these
frontier settings. I thought it might
be interesting to take a look at the
most recent post offices to have been
established in a state,

Only 13 1Indiana post offices that
are operating in 1987 were established
after 1900, This article came about by
noting that fact and writing to the

postmasters of each of the offices to
obtain some background information. We
received back five informative replies,
most of which comprise the sections of

the article with very little editing. 1T
already had information on Gary, and
Peter Youngman supplied some background
on Portage. The postmasters at
Coalmont, Crane, Finly, Pence, and
Sumava Resorts did not respond; dinfor-
mation on these offices is supplied by
Peter Youngman.

Post Office Year established

Coalmont 1901
Schneider 1903
Pence 1903
Gary 190¢
Finly 1913
Ragsdale 1917
Shepardsville 1923
Sumava Resorts 1928
Beverly Shores 1935
Mount St. Francis 1937
Kingsford Heights 1943
Crane 1943
Portage 1961

It is difficult to generalize about
the establishment of these thirteen

offices, except that they all came about
in response to an economic stimulus
except for Mt. St. Francis, which was
established to serve a seminary.

Six of the offices are in the
vicinity of the Chicago metropolitan
area; another five are spread out along
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the T1llinois border, where coal mining
was an important activity. Only two
offices are located in other parts of
the state; Finly, on the Indianapolis -
Cincinnati rail connection, and Mount
St. Francis in the greater Louisville KY

ared.

The days of pioneer settlement were
only memories in Indiana in 1900, but
there were economic currents that
resulted in the establishment of these
offices. One such development was
industrial expansion connected with the

growth of Chicago, giving direct rise to

Gary and setting the conditions that
much later allowed the coalescence of
several communities to form Portage.

Though Schneider was started as a rail-
road town, its proximity to Chicagoland
certainly facilitated its growth.

Industrial development, especially
the steel mills, had a direct relation-
ship with the establishment of several
post offices to serve mining communi-
ties, Ragsdale and Shepardsville fit
into this category, and Coalmont,
situated on a rail line amidst strip
mining for coal, surely must also.

World War IT is responsible for the
establishment of Kingsford Heights, a
government-planned city built too late
to house the workers in a munitions
factory. Crane may not have had the
dramatic entrance of Kingsford Heights,
but it has similar roots, with its
location at the Crane Naval Ammunition
Dump in Martin County.

Of the remaining offices,
seems to owe its existence to @ its
location on a rail 1line; Finly is also
on a rail line east of Indianapolis, but
there were predecessor post offices at
the location even before the rail 1line
was built. The name "Sumava Resorts"
suggests its function, although it 1is
difficult to see why the nearby office
of Schneider could not have handled the

Pence

postal service of this area. Beverly
Shores is a residential community
located in the sand dunes along the

shore of Lake Michigan.
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mail. So the post office has continued
to operate even though the nature of the
institution has changed.

Fr. Albert, the first postmaster,
retired in 1977 after 40 years of postal
service. The clerk at that time, Bro.
Francis Dippel, was made Officer in
Charge, and was appointed postmaster two
years later., He continues to serve at
this time, and is 1likely to wuntil he
reaches retirement age in 1990.

MOUNT ST. FRANCIS
by Francis D. Dippel

Mt., St. Francis was established as a
post office din August 1937 by Presi-
dential Appointment of Albert M. Leis as
the first postmaster. This post office
served the needs of the Priests and
students of Mt, St. Francis Minor
Seminary. The post office is located on
the grounds of the seminary and is not
located in any city.

RAGSDALE
by Alan H. Patera

from information supplied by Marilyn Carpenter

Ragsdale is a small mining com-
munity., The original houses that were
built here were built by the mining
company for their employees. The costs
were deducted from the salaries. The
post office was established on August 1,
1917. It was discontinued in 1919, but
has been operating continuously since it
reopened in 1921,

Several stores opened for business,
and the post office was located in one
of the grocery stores. The Aliceville
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In the very beginning the  post
office was established as a convenience
for the Priests and students, and also
as a help in diminishing the work load
of the local post office at Floyds
Knobs. The students were young men,
taking courses which would eventually
lead to their becoming Priests in the
Franciscan Order. Being of high school
age, these young men had excellent
appetites and received many "care"
packages from home to supplement the
institutional diet, which was rather

sparse at times. They also received a PSR O 2D 2 ’
great - many letters from home, which S 7 vf}J.@wﬁwﬂgﬂﬁer‘
helped to keep up their morale. 7~ A ‘*

Things have changed over the years.,
The seminary was closed in the early
1970s and the building turned over to a
Retreat Center serving the greater ; SR £ .
Louisville area. Some of the Province Ry ] ARy~
Offices were moved here, which greatly % ST
increased both incoming and outgoing 3
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school served the community, as did
Asbury Chapel. After completing 8th
grade, students had to go to Bruceville
for further schooling.

The mines closed because of labor
problems. Most of the origiral houses
have burned or have been torn down. The
stores have closed. There are about 50
homes now in Ragsdale, with a population
of about 120, The post office is
located in a separate building that was
constructed in 1971. The present post-
master is Marilyn Carpenter, a resident
of the community for 22 years.

SHEPARDSVILLE
by Mrs. Gladys Wheat

In regards to Shepardsville and our
way of life, I'l1l try to reminisce and
let you know. It's Home to me, as I've

lived here for 74 years. Back. when
Shepardsville changed from a Dream to a
Reality, farmers surrounded the plot
that was made into our 1little town.
Then the coal mines began to develop.
Shepardsville - was blessed with  four
mines, the Miami #5, #6, #8, and #10.
People began to buy property and build,

and what a full and busy town came into
being. Miners came from as far away
from England; 10 families from the

British Isles settled and raised their
children here,.

In the first years people were
desperate for a place to 1live. There
were 3-room houses where the daily paper
was delivered to three different
families. One man built 30 or more of
these small homes.
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Shepardsville is 1Jlocated 9 miles

north of Terre Haute. When Shepards-
ville was first developed, residents had
to travel further to get to Terre Haute,
but the construction of State Road 63
past the west edge of town has shortened
the road distance.

As the town developed and grew, a
post office was in great need. One was
established on January 24, 1923, It has
been in continuous operation ever since.

For many, many years we had our own
school and another school on the west
edge of Shepardsville. We've had
several grocery stores; also 6 gas
stations, churches, restaurants, barber
shop, taverns, beauty shop, shoe shop,
cheese factory, dance halls, several
mini-grocery and ice cream places, 3 or
4 large mechanical garages, home
butchering, gift shop, and feed mill.

There was also the boarding house
where miners could sleep and get their
meals and get their lunch buckets filled
before they descended down into the
shaft in "The Cage'". I can remember as
if it were yesterday, how I've watched
those miners come back up on the cage,
and the very first thing most of them
did, was take the top deck of their
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bucket of and empty their water (if they
still had any water after a long day's

work). I can still see that scene, for
we lived next door, as my Dad was the
"Mule Barn Boss" for many years, and I

and my two brothers helped my Dad take
care of the mules every day.

People in those days
fancy -—— they didn't have
facilities, but they were wonderful,
hardworking people who didn't consider
themselves poor, for everyone lived the
same.

Time has changed all
ways. We are about to see the opening
of the third bridge across Brouilletts
Creek since the early 1900s. Yet we
have fifth generation families still
living in Shepardsville.

didn't 1live
any modern

of us in many

SCHNEIDER
by Dorothy A. Gerner

In the early 1900s Fred J. Schneider
purchased two sections of land. The 3 1
Railroad built a crossing on the south
edge of this property. It was deemed an
ideal location for a town, which took
its name from the landowner., A post
office was established on March 15,
1902. The early residents of the town
were mostly railroad workers -- at one
time three section gangs worked out of
Schneider.
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The original post office was housed
in Lib Malone's store. Later it was
housed in Bradbury's shoe and grocery
store.

The town incorporated in 1923 and is
governed by an elected town board of
three members, one of whom is elected
president. A town clerk tends to
business matters. Schneider has a
volunteer fire department and a town
marshall, The fire department covers
both the town and the southern part of
West Creek Township. U.S. Highway 41 at
one time passed right through the middle

of town, but now there is a bypass.
Schneider 1lost its school during a
consolidation in 1968.

At one time the post office was
located on the front porch of Roy
Black's house; then it moved to the
annex of Beier Garage when Cecil

Minniger was postmaster. Cecil Minniger
later moved it into the corner of his
grocery store until June of 1970, when
it was moved to its present location in
a business complex.

The present town consists of three
small  industrial businesses, eight
mercantile businesses, a grain elevator,
and a church. The post office serves
the incorporated town of approximately

350 people, and a surrounding unincor-
porated area of approximately 250
people.
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FINLY

Finly makes the list because it was
established in 1913, but there had been
a post office at the site for most of
the years since 1847, On April 28,
1847 the post office of Kinder was
established; in 1869, when the railroad
built through, the name was changed to
Carrollton. To add to the confusion,
the railroad station -- where it is
believed the post office was located -—-
was named Reedville. Before the rail-
road mail was received only twice a week
via the carrier between Indianapolis and
Rushville.

Carrollton was discontinued Septem-
ber 30, 1905, a victim of Rural Free
Delivery. The need for a post office
was still great, and despite the general
trend to reduce the number of post
offices, a new one was established on
October 13, 1913, Its name was Finly,
after Congressman Finly Gray .
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COALMONT

Coalmont was founded in 1900 by John
R. Walsh, The area had many coal mines,
both deep mines and strip mines. In its
heyday it sported a hotel, an opera
house, 7 saloons, and a dozen other
businesses. In 1908 the school building
was condemned after an explosion in a
nearby powder company cracked the walls
and the foundation.

The population of Coalment is 500 to
550 today. None of the deep nince ate
still being worked, but some strip
mining continves. Most of the workirg
population commutes intc Terre Haute or
to the Crane military installation.

PENCE

Pence was platted by Frank R.
in 1902 or 1903. It rever grew very
large, but it did have its own water
system, a fact noted by Ripley's Believe
It or Not in 1903. The  economic

Pence

lifeblood of the town was the grain
elevator on a railroad siding. The town
also boasted a bank, a school, a
theater, two churches, and a cigar

store.
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GARY south side catering to the entertainment
by Alan H. Patera of the mill workers.
Car wickl S int £ U.S. Steel put the most advanced
Indiana¥s gar esz c?ti 12 © ﬁne 2 technology available into the steel
- g Lies and as known to plant, but admittedly paid much 1less
many, if for no other reason, because it T e e T N e
d;nated HE PameMas gbehtlé}f to'one"Tgf they sold lots, requiring development to
B s&ngﬁ in lHeredit 1.0 s € conform to certain specifications. Then
Music Man '1 . X the company began erecting rudimentary
~ In the late 1890s the area near the houses which it rented out, Conditions
51te_of Gary was notable for the ex- were bad, with high rents and as many as
clusive Tolleston Club, a resort for e et i hansen By
wealthy Chicagoans that featured a 5,000 1915 urban planner Graham Taylor
acre game preserve. . ) commented that Gary would develop 'con-
Chicago was ?xpaHQ1ng raplqu. In ditions which can only be remedied by a
1889 Standard 0il built a refinery at Caesarean operation...."
Whiting. In 1901 1Inland Steel built a The Gary that emerged had the look
plgnt near East Chicago. ?n 1905 _the of two totally different cities, divided
United States Steel Corporation decided by the tracks of the Wabash railroad.
to move into the area. Northwestern The north side had paved streets and
Indiana was considered ideal because of sidewalks, and soil was imported for
the transportation advantages of rail grass and trees. The south side still

access and the water access provided by
Lake Michigan. They acquired 9,000
acres of land, including seven miles of
Lake Michigan shore line.

The first item of business was the
construction of the steel plant in 1906.
Workers had to fend for themselves in
tents and tarpaper shacks. One of the
first wooden buildings constructed was a
windowless bunk house called McFadden's
Flats. By June 9th a post office was
established, named after U.S. Steel
president Elbert Henry Gary.

The first permanent store was opened
on March 1, 1907. Within a few years
there were more than 200 saloons on the
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contained an abundance of tent dwellers
and tarpaper shacks. There was no

plumbing, streets were unpaved, and the

marshy areas provided swarms of
mosquitos and flies. Blacks and Fastern
Europeans shared the squalor of early
southside Gary.

Many other post offices have oper-
ated within the present city limits of
Gary. Aetna, Blackoak, Calumet (Jeru-

salem), Clarke Station, Ivanahoe, Kelley
and Kerwin, Miller and Tolleston were
all operating at the time the Gary post
office was established. With Gary's
rapid growth it soon began annexing the
surrounding area, and one by one these



post offices were closed, the
taken over by Gary.
Tolleston was established by German

railroad workers in 1857. A post office

service

was established on May 31, 1860. It was
discontinued in 1864 and came back in
1865 with the spelling changed to

Toleston. The town prospered, with many
residents working for the State Line
Slaughterhouse in Hammond. By 1882 the
population reached 400. The spelling
changed back to Tolleston in 1909. On
September 30, 1912 the post office was
discontinued as Gary expanded.

Another important predecessor post
office was Miller. In the late 1850's a
station house was built along the Lake
Shore and Michigan Southern Railway. It
was named Miller after one of the sev-
eral men named Miller that worked in the
area. Miller's Station was established
as a post office on February 7, 1865.
Between 1874 and 1879 it assumed the
name Vanderbuilt; after reverting to
Miller's Station in 1879, the name was
changed to Miller on November 28, 1882,
This office 1lasted until February 15,
1927, when it was taken over by Gary.

In the 1980s Gary is still a
troubled city, predominantly a minority
city with a high percentage of low-
income households. With all of its

problems, it seems incredible that it is
a product solely of the 20th century.

e T
erly Shoresggie/ ¢

L2 “Bev /i ranes 20
Vi R sand s S ey ) ower,
| TRA ah Waterfor,
T ]
L 2 .
_Aa‘___.::/l_cf:}. ) 4
A R
LRSI
M CANAAR,

- - -

\
3 ~§s07 N1 L 1w

A Vi g SNl ! | Y ~
S R :"“~:‘_<, *) 827 > .

L g oL |4/ A RS TR

PORTAGE
by Peter Youngman

Portage was incorporated
in 1959, taking its name from
township that was  formed in
Before the town and post office of
name was created the area it
consisted of the post offices of
Crisman, McCool, Garyton, some minor
settlements, some recent subdivisions,
and farmland.

When Midwest Steel started building
their mill din 1959, the residents of
Crisman moved to incorporate the area.
As the name "Crisman" wouldn't sit well
with those from Garyton and McCool, the
name "Portage" was 1lifted as a com-
primise from the township in which it is
located.

Its population growth has
dramatic, as people have moved in
Indiana and Kentucky to work in
mills. Even after that boom ended,
town kept growing, physically expanding
to the south. The town was developed as
a succession of housing subdivisions, so
that there are very few through roads —-
and consequently they tend to be clogged

as a town

the
1836.
that

covers

been
from
the
the

by traffic. What 1is now downtown
Portage had been open 1land. The
population has grown from almost 12,000

in 1960 to nearly 29,000 by the mid-

1980s.
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KINGSFORD HEIGHTS
by Alan H. Patera

from material supplied by D. L. Crail i (Y ) NP DERYER \\‘:\ s
Places like Gary and Shepardsville T e lels ) Nk

may have grown rapidly, but Kingsford
Heights exploded onto the scene. It was
a government housing project built
belatedly because of the housing short-
age created when the Kingsbury Ordnance
Plant was built in 1941,

As many as 20,000 workers had de-
scended on the rural location, and
housing was difficult to find anywhere
in La Porte County. A building boom

Kingsbury Ordnance plant

ensued in nearby towns of La Porte, \Jipsoro] L [ o pe : uﬁy
Knox, Walkerton, and Bass Lake. ST WL
By the time the government announced ;;K@gfhniHemhm Tra fon'Conlrvad—2,2 o |

its gigantic housing project in January
1942, most of the new residents had
found satisfactory accommodations.,
Nonetheless, a contract for 3,100 houses
at a cost of $2,997 each was awarded to
the National Homes Corporation. The new
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town was dubbed "Victory City". Already off to a rocky start, the
The houses were assembled complete future of the town looked dim after
with range and refrigerator, then World War II, when the government closed
trucked to the new site. The town was the munitions plant. The government
laid out in a roughly eliptical fashion, began dismantling the town, moving the
with many "T" intersections, and streets 2,600 unoccupied houses to other
that changed name as you  proceeded locations.
around the oval. Only housing was Many of the residents of the 370
built; no provision was made for any remaining homes had found other employ-
entertainment facilities, or even a ment, and they liked it there, and
grocery store. didn't want to leave. They banded
Families that had already settled together and bought the town from the
were not attracted to Victory City. government., The town was incorporated
Only workers new to the area found need to enable the residents to apply for
to live in Victory City. By 1943 the state aid in maintaining the streets.
town, which had been planned for up to The cooperative spirit of the
11,000 residents, had a population of residents has served Kingsford Heights
775. Only 218 of the 2,970 houses in well. The town now has a population of
the town were occupied. about 1,600, not bad for a town nobody
Still, that population justified a wanted. It is having trouble expanding
post office. The office was established because of its inability to attract
on March 30, 1943, but the name "Victory industry, so it may never reach the
City" had been replaced with the 1less population projected for it by the
patriotic-sounding "Kingsford Heights". founding fathers.

Most of the information on Kingsford Heights is derived
from "Journeys with Jensen", a reprint of columns that
appeared in the La Porte Herald-Argus in May and June of
1986. It was supplied by the present postmaster, D.L.
Crail.
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SOUTH DAKOTA DOANE CANCELS
Compiled by Dennis Goreham

Introduction
by Alan H. Patera

The collecting of Doane cancels has
become quite popular, with some
collectors even specializing in them. A
booklet on Western Doane cancels has
been issued, and various state postal
history groups have been busy compiling
information on which towns are known to
have used Doane cancels, The Central
Section of La Posta has recently
presented information on Missouri Doane

cancels, and with this dissue we are
pleased to present a listing for South
Dakota.

Part of this 1listing originally

appeared in the September 1986 issue of
the Dakota Collector. (For information
on the Dakota Collector, contact Gordon
Twedt, Box 280, Maddock ND 38348). That
listing has been expanded by the

addition of information from several
collections, and is presented here 1in
hopes that readers will respond with new
markings from their collections.

South Dakota should have a prolifer-
ation of offices that wused Doane
cancels, many more than are represented
on these lists. In the early 1900s,
when Doane cancels came into use,
western South Dakota was experiencing
rural settlement. New post offices were

being established throughout the period
Doane cancels were used.
One might think because this period

of late settlement coincided with the
use of Doane cancels that there would be
a preponderence of western South Dakota

towns on the list. Such does not seem
to be the case, however, On second
thought, it is not reason for great
surprise, as eastern South Dakota 1is

also overwhelmingly rural, and has had a
lot more post offices than have the
areas west of the Missouri River.
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Wist Day 29 Z MaAR 02 19205

48



DOANE TYPE 2

Town

Andrus
Bates
Bemis
Blackhawk
Burdette
Burke
Carlock
Cheyenne Agency
Caorson
Crawford
Crooks
Dempster
Dewey
Dixon
Ellis

Elm Springs
Farmer
Folsom
Fulton
Hayes
Hermosa
Hillside
Hilmoe
Hoover
Hopewell
Houston
Interior
Jolley
Kampeska
Lucas
Manila
Marston
Marvin
Meers
Midland
Milford
Millard
Newark
Okocboye
Peever
Presho
Pollock
Raymond
Ree Heights
Reva

Roy
Sampont
Sedgewick
Shiloh

County

Bon Homme
Hand
Deuel
Meade
Hand
Gregory
Gregory
Dewey
Minnehahsa
Roberts
Minnehaha
Hamlin
Custer
Gregory
Minnehaha
Meade
Hanson
Custer
Hansaon
Stanley
Custer
Douglas
Lyman
Butte
Stanley
Tripp
Jackson
Clark
Codington
Gregory
Haakan
Sully
Grant
Stanley
Haakon
Sully
Faulk
Marshall
Sully
Roberts
Lyman
Campbell
Clark
Hand
Harding
Sully
Butte
Hyde
Sully

28
28
28
29
30
27. 95
=28
28
28

28. 5

28. 5
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Farliest date

FEB

SEP
JAN

MAR
DEC
MAR

MAR
FEB
ocT
OcT
SEE

SEP
JUL
AUG
0CcT
AUG
MAR
MAR
FEB

MAY
NOV

JAN
JUL
SEP
MAY
APR

MAY

JUL
AUG
DEC
NOV
MAR
AUG
UL
APR

MAR
DEC
MAY

20

14
17

25
12

29
22
27
20
23
17

03
13
20
19
30
12

13
03

o7
05

01
08
11
31
17

02
10
21
05
o2
07
30

29

15
17
09

1908

1208
1208

1907
1906
1910

1208
1908
1906
1909
1908

1207
1907
19208
19267
13907
1906
1905
1908

1207
1909

1708
17207
1908
1909
1708

1907

1966
1208
1914
19208
1205
1907
1908
1910

1903
1907
19208

Latest date

FER
AUG
ocT
MAY
AUG

APR
FEE
FEB
DEC
DEC

MAY

APR
DEC
FEB

JUN
MAR

MAR
JUN

FEB
MAR
JUN

MAY

DEC

FEB
MAR
SEP
JAN
JUL
JAN

FEB

11
24
12
31
28

16
28
04
04

23

28

05
26
18

27

24

29

06

18

22

03

14

18
08
24

22

31
06

07

1911
1910
1909
1910
1909

1709
1215
1909
1909
1209

1210

1910
1210
1911

1906
1910

1212
1912

1910
1910
1210

1909

1914

1708
1210
1210
1909
1909
1207

1308



DOANE TYPE 2

Town

Snoma
Stearns
Stephan
Tama
Templeton
Vega

Whitehorse

Whiteowl

DOANE TYPE 3

Artas
Bailey
Brandon
Brushie
Burdette
Burkmere
Carlin
Colton
Corsica
Draper
Galena
‘Glendale
Greenmont
Hayti
Hooker
Hoven
James
Kidder
Marietta
Meckling
Murdo
Mystic
Naples

New Holland

Norden
Orman
Pioneer
Pluma
Presho
Reliance
Rutland
Sheridan
Spink

Strandburg

Topbar
Veblin
Ward
Worthing

County

Butte
Stanley
Hyde
Meade
Jeravuld
Brule
Dewey
Meade

Campbell
Hand
Minnehaha
Meade
Hand
Faulk
Brule
Minnehaha
Douglas
Jones
Lawrence
Hand
Lawrence
Hamlin
Turner
Potter
Brown
Marshall
Stanley
Clay
Jones
Pennington
Clark
Douglas
Hamlin
Butte
Edmunds
Lawrence
Lyman
Lyman
Lake
Pennington
Union
Grant
Haakon
Marshall
Moody
Lincoln

27.5
28
30
28

28. 5
27
29

28

SH
31
31
30. 5

31
31
31
S
31
31
31

?
31
31

31
30
31
31

31.5
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Farliest date

SEP 12 1907
MAY 30 1906
NOV 12 1906
SEP 16 1908
FEB 19 19Q4
OCT 14 1908
APR 20 1909
NOV 24 1907

JAN 14 1907
Jup 28 1909
APR 17 1907
DEC 11 1908
NOV 23 1209
FEB 16 12909
DEC 07 1908
DEC 09 1907

JUL 27 19207R

JAN 24 1907
JUN 22 1207

JUN 17 1908
APR 17 1909
FEB 14 1908
JUL 25 1907
MAY 18 1908

OCT 09 1907
OCT 11 1906
NOV 17 1909
OCT 30 12908

JUL 29 1907R

OCT Q1 1909
SEP 27 19069
JUN 30 1908
AUG 21 1907
OCT 23 1907
MAR 15 1907
FEB 25 1907

DEC 04 1908
NOV 24 1208
OCT 16 1907
JUM 26 1911
OCT 29 1907

Latest Date

FEB 10 1909

MAR 20 1909

MAR 23 1909

FEE 08 1909

APR 19 1210

FEB 01 1910
JAN 10 1911

AUG 06 1912

NOV 29 1912
SEP 10 1908

MAR 24 1908
JUN 04 1907
AUG 30 1909
JUN 17 12911

MAR 30 1912
0CT 02 1909
APR 2¢& 1210



RANDY STEHLE MAIL AUCTION NO. 16
16 IRIS COURT
SAN MATEO, CA 94401

CALIFORNIA
1. AMEDEE, 1910, F 4-bar on PPC (90-24) Est. $5.00
2. BOMBAY BEACH RS,1962, F 4-bar on PPC (61-63).E.%6.
3. BONNY DOON, 1916, F 4-bar on PPC (87-30) E.$5.00
4. CAHUENGA, 1907, G 4-bar rec'd on PPC (04-07) E.$5.
5. CARSON HILL, 1910, VG 4-bar rec'd on PPC (09-35)E$3.
6. COLEGROVE, 1908, F dplx on PPC (08-17) Est. $5.00
7. DENVERTON, 1911, VG DOANE on PPC (58-11) Est. $5.

8. EASTLAND, 1904, F dplx o/s on PPC (92-04) Est. $5.
9. EMMATON, 1909, G 4-bar rec'd on PPC (05-18) E.$4.
10. FORT ROSS, 1916, VG 4-bar on PPC (77-28) Est. $6.00

11, GUERNSEY, 1910, F 4-bar on PPC (98-18) Est. $6.00
12. HARRISON, 1911, VG 4-bar on PPC (09/19) Est. $5.00
13. HAWKINSVILLE, 1911, F 4-bar on PPC (95-13) Est.$10.
14. HAYDENHILL, 1910, F 4-bar on PPC (95/19) Est. $6.00
15. KENT, 1909, F DOANE on PPC (91-11) Est. $10.00

16. KINGSLEY, 1910, F 4-bar rec'd on PPC (96-28) E.$4.00
17. LETCHER, 1907, F DOANE on PPC (86-15) Est. $6.00

18. MARKHAM, 1906, F DOANE on PPC (83/20) Est. $8.00

19. MARK WEST, 1913, VG 4-bar on PPC (65/17) Est.$6.00
20. MONTPELLIER, 1909, F 4-bar on PPC {91-37) Est. $4.00
21. MORRO, 1910, F 4-bar on PPC (70-23) Est. $5.00

22. MURPHY, 1909, F DOANE on PPC (94-35) Est. $4.00

23. NEWVILLE, 1908, F dplx on PPC (68-18) Est. $8.00

24. NORTHWESTERN, 1909, G 4-bar on PPC (06-27) E.$3.00
25. PARAISO SPRINGS, 1925, F 4-bar on PPC (77-39) E.$4.
26. PRESIDIO OF MONTEREY,1917,VG 4-bar on PPC(15-19)E$10
27. RUST, 1913, F 4-bar on PPC (09-16) Est. $6.00

28. SAINT VINCENTS,1911, F 4-bar on cvr (96-22) Est.$10
29. SCOTTY'S CASTLE,1953, F 4-bar on PPC (47-53) E.$4.
30. SILSBEE, 1910, F 4-bar rec'd on PPC (02-09) Est.$10.
31. SKAGGS, 1909, F DOANE on PPC (95-27) Est. $4.00

32. SWANTON, 1912, G 4-bar on PPC (97-30) Est. .$3.00

33. TAYLOR, 1910, VG dplx on PPC (97-22) Est. $5.00

34. TOBIN, 1910, F 4-bar rec'd on PPC (94-15) E.$5.00
35. VALLECITA, 1908, VG 4-bar on PPC (54-40) Est. $3.00
36. YAN TRENT, 1911, F DOANE on PPC (04-18) Est. $6.00
37. WALSH STATION, 1908, F 4-bar on PPC (76-17) E.$6.00
38. WATTS, 1906, F DOANE on PPC (04-21) Est. $5.00

39. WESTGATE, 1909, F 4-bar on PPC (09-15) Est. $10.00

COLORADO

40. AVALO, 1908, VG DOANE o/s on PPC (98-36) Est. $6.00
41. FORDER, 1912, F 4-bar on PPC (01-44) Est, $5.00

42. MALTA, 1927, F 4-bar on PPC (75/55) Est. $3.00

43. PEARMONT, 1912, F 4-bar on PPC (07-18) Est. $20.00
44. ROSEMONT, 1907, VG trgt on PPC (03-26) Est. $12.00
45, SAINT CLOUD, 1909, VG 4-bar rec'd b/s PPC (84-13)E$5
46. TROUBLESOME, 1917, VG 4-bar on PPC (14-35pd) E.$10.

IDAHO
47. DALE, 1909, G 4-bar on PPC (88-10) Est. $6.00

MONTANA

48. HOMESTAKE, 1908, F DOANE on PPC (89/56) E.$4.00
49. SALESVILLE, 1911, VG 4-bar on PPC (80/27) E.$8.
50. SELWAY, 1912, VG 4-bar on PPC (99-37) Est. $5.
51. YELLOWSTONE, 1915, F 4-bar on PPC (00-20) E.$3.00

OREGON

52. DORA, 1909, F DOANE on PPC (74-39) Est. $4.00
53. DOTHAN, 1923, F 4-bar on PPC (96-42) Est. $4.00
54. HILLSDALE, 1910, VG 4-bar on PPC (86-35) E.$3.00
55. LAUREL, 1909, VG 4-bar on PPC (78-35) Est. $4.00
56. McKEE, 1912, F 4-bar on PPC (88-24) Est. $6.00
57. PEEL, 1907, F DOANE on PPC (88-21) Est. $6.00

WASHINGTON

58. CHARLESTON, 1912, VG dplx on PPC (91-28)} E.$6.00

59. DUCKABUSH, 1900, cds on Re. Rct. (91-26) E.$5.00

60. MONAHAN, 1911, G DOANE on PPC (88-26) Est. $4.00

61. SLAUGHTER, 1891, cds as b/s on cvr. (69-93) E.$12.
62. TORODA, 1915, VG 4-bar on PPC w/no stamp (15-21)E.$5

Standard Auction Rules Apply. Minimum Bid $2.00 please.
Phone Bids Accepted: (415) 344-3080
Abbreviations: o/s = overstruck; b/s = backstamp

AUCTION CLOSES: NOVEMBER 30, 1987

WESTERN EDITOR'S COMMENTS

As promised, and, I might add a pro-
mise reinforced by notes from several de-
votees to Alaskan postal history, I de-
liver herewith an article dealing with
the postal history of our northernmost
state. Not an epic article, nor even a
very lengthy article, but an article none
the less. And now, I turn to you, my fel-
low friends of the North, and ask you to
do me one better by submitting your own
Alaskan articles.

Actually, we are in need of articles
from all over the West. Montana, Arizona,
Colorado, New Mexico, Idaho, British Col-
umbia, Alberta, you name the place, we
need fresh material. Please make an early
New Year's Resolution to put those ideas
in print and let us share them in LA
POSTA.

Rod Crossley, Richard Bard, and Dan
Meschter are our "angels" for this issue,
and I think you'll find their work both
interesting and enlightening. By the way,
if you read something you particularly
enjoy anywhere in LA POSTA, why not drop
the author a postal card and let them
know you enjoyed their efforts. If you
don't know their address, just send it in
care of LA POSTA and we will forward it
on. It is a nice gesture, but it happens
all too infrequently.



ARIZONA—-NEW MEXICO POSTAL HISTORY
BUY AND SELL
M PREMIUM PRICES PAID

N "WRITE FOR OUR NEXT
\\‘ MAIL SALE LIST"

Southwest Callectibles

P.O. BOX 4233 e MESA, ARIZONA 85201

AT M&M STAMPS
1344 W. University Avenue
Mesa, Arizona 85201

(602) 8902924
Store Hours 9:30-6:00 Daily

o Webster F. Stickney

(303) 841-0316

7590 Windlawn Way
Parker, CO 80134

@ World Postal History e Appraisals e APS ¢ ARA ¢ WCS
® i
]

Our Postal History offerings include
reasonably priced DPOs, RPOs, RFDs,

We maintain an extensive stock

from all 50 states.

Write today to receive our next gigantic list
FREE.

Ship and Military , and Advertising covers.

P.O. Box 24816 ® Tempe, Arizona 85282 e (602)820-4322

LAMAR PETERSON AUCTION 11 BOX 17463 HOLIDAY,

UTAH, 84117. CLOSING DATE NOV 30, 1987 LOTS
PROTECTED ONE ADVANCE OVER 2ND BID. MIN 50%
ESTIMATES. PHOTOS FOR SASE.
ALASKA ESTIMATES
1. Nome Aug 21 1900 GPC HELBCK 2 VF 200.00
2. Nome Nov 3 1900 GPC HELBOCK 3 VF 40.00
ARIZONA
3. Chrystoval Jan 1889 Piece avg-F 45.00
4. Crowley 1908 Cover Backstmp F 60.00
5. DosCabezos 1910 PPC F 40.00
6. Fort Apache 1889 Cover F 40.00
7. Fortuna Piece 1900 (Oct 6) F 45.00
IDAHO
8. Colburn PPC 1915 F 9.00
9. Dickey PPC 1909 F 12.00
10. Island PPC 1916 F 20.00
11. Malad City Cover 1885 Terrty F 35.00
12. Rock Creek PPC 1908 F 17.00
NEW MEXICO
13. Florence 1907 PPC VF 35.00
14. Datl 1910 PPC F  25.00
15. Loving 1909 PPC F 70.00
MONTANA
16. Billings 1884 GPC Terrty F 7.00
17. Bozeman 1884 GPC Terrty F 7.00
18. Fort Shaw 1873 Rtn Reg Rcpt F 25.00
19. Fort Benton 1871 " " i F 25.00
20. Radersburgh 1881Rg Rct Octagen F 17,00
NEVADA
21, Bauvard 1911 GPC F 17.00
22. Stillwater 1912 GPC VF 18.00
23. Rawhide Cvr 1912 Back stained F 25.00
24. Pioneer Reg Recpt 1913 F 20.00
25. Stine 1909 Recvng mark PPC F 32.00
26. Delamar Cover 1895 Incl F 25.00
27. Empire 1898 Cover F 32.00
28. Rox Cut Corner Card 1933 F 12.00
29. Cobre & Ely RPO 1922 Cover F  23.00
30. Wonder GPC 1912 F ,30.00
UTAH
31. Center PPC about 1908 V Scarce F 35.00
32. Corinne PPC 1912 F 12.00
33. Clover Cover Not PPC 1902 VF 18.00
34, Dragon Cvr 1911 Not PPC Rare F 24.00
35. Elgin Dmgd on Opening Rprd 1909 F 40,00
36. Gold Hill 1921 PPC F 20.00
37. Indian Springs Cover 1927 F 22.00
38. Leeton 1912 PPC Very Scarce F 40.00
39. Mills PPC 1909 F 12.00
40. Mosida PPC 1914 Very fine item VF 24.00
41. Silver Lake 1912 VF 14.00
42, Spry 1912 PPC F 12.00
43. West Portage 1909 VF 10.00
44. Woodland 1911 Scarce F 30.00
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Figure 1. The mission at San Buenaventura as shown on a post card, ca. 1910.

POSTAL HISTORY OF VENTURA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA
By Rod Crossley and Richard Bard

Ventura County was incorporated on
March 22, 1872, as the fiftieth county in
California. Only eight others were formed
later. The land for the new county came
from the eastern part of Santa Barbara
County. When Ventura County was formed,
there was only one incorporated city and
the county's total population was in the
hundreds. Today, there are ten incorpora-
ted cities, and the county has over one
million residents.

We will consider the postal history
of Ventura County in two parts with the
coming of the railroad in 1887 as the di-
viding line. The stage routes through the
county were a very important part of its
early development, and Richard Bard has
located in his family files a very early
county map showing the location of post
offices and state stops. Richard's grand-
father, Thomas Bard, first came to the
area in 1865 to look after Eastern land
interests. He later became a land agent
and developer, and was responsible for
faying out the town of Hueneme. In the
1890's Thomas Bard served as U. S. Sena-
tor from California.
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Cover carried via Overland Mail from Los Angeles in 1859.

PART I: THE EARLY YEARS

"We reached the coast and ‘came in
sight of a real town situated on a
tongue, or point of 1land, right on the
shore, which it was dominating, and it

seemed to command the water. We counted
as many as thirty large and capacious
houses, spherical in form, well built and
thatched with grass.” Thus wrote Father
Crespi on Monday, August 14, 1769, as the
Portola Expedition en route to Monterey
proceeded down Santa Clara River toward
the Pacific at what "is now Ventura. The
Indians of the town watched the Spanish
in wonder, much as their great-grandpar-
ents had watched the party of Juan Rodri-
guez Cabrillo as they 1landed from ships
in October 1542.

Don Gaspar Portola, Governor of Baja
California, had started north in February
1769, leading an expedition to establish
a mission at San Diego, plus a mission at
the Presidio of Monterey in Alta Califor-
nia. Father Crespi, Father Junipero Ser-
ra, and other Jesuit priests accompanied
Portola to staff the new missions. San
Diego was reached on May 13th, at which
point Father Serra remained to tend to
the sick. Portola then proceeded up the
California coast, reaching Los Angeles on
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July 13th, Santa Barbara on August 19th,
and Monterey on October 7th. Upon reach-
ing Monterey, the Expedition failed to
comprehend that this was their destina-
tion, and continued on to arrive at San
Francisco November 4, 1769.

The original plans of the Spanish
called for building a mission at San
Buenaventura, located between San Diego
and Monterey, at the same time those mis-
sions were established. Lack of priests
to staff this mission, combined with dis-
agreement among authorities of the Church
in Baja, caused the San Buenaventura to
be delayed. On March 31, 1782, San Buena-
ventura Mission was finally established
by Father Serra, the ninth and last m1s-
sion he founded in California.

Spanish control of Mexico ended with
the Revolution of 1822, and the new gov-
ernment in Mexico city took a less chari-
table view of the Church. In order to
break control of the Church over the
lands of Alta California, the government
began a process of secularization 1in
1834. In practice, secularization meant
that Church buildings were divided into
public and religious portions, and title
to surrounding lands was given to the In-
dians. In most cases, land titles passed
rather quickly from the Indians to weal-



thy Californians, who were able to assem-
ble immense ranchos, or haciendas. The
entire secularization process took sever-
al years. Mission San Buenaventura was
sold along with the surrounding Tlands to
Don Jose Arnaz in 1846. Later, after Cal-
ifornia had come under United States con-
trol, the mission was returned to the
Catholic Church by Presidential Proclama-
tion.

Don Arnaz layed out a townsite on
his new land, but sales were slow. Poli-
tical control of California passed to the

United States in 1848 but, during the
1850's there were few Americans 1in the
country. The population began to grow in

the 1860's, and, 1in March 1862, a post
office was established at San Buenaventu-
ra. The town was incorporated in 1866.
Mail service was slow and unreliable
in the 1850's, and the only post office
in the area was at Santa Barbara. Most
mail was moved on coastal boats, however
during the late 1850's some mail was car-
ried by horseback between Santa Barbara
and Los Angeles. Mail bound for the East
coast was dispatched via the isthmus of
Panama, and transit time required several
weeks. In 1858 the Butterfield Overland
Mail Company began carrying the mail be-
tween Saint Louis and San Francisco via

Los Angeles, but from Los Angeles the
route traveled north through the San Joa-

quin Valley, and not along the coast
through San Buenaventura. With the com-
ing of the Civil War 1in 1861, even Los
Angeles lost its direct 1link with the
East as the transcontinental wmail Tline
was moved north to the Central Overland
Route.

The Overland Mail Company began ser-
vice in April 1861 between Los Angeles
and San Francisco via Santa Barbara. At
first, the route was via Las Encino, the

Conejo, then over the hills into Santa
Rosa Valley, where it turned to the
north. Late in 1861, a road was opened

through Santa Susanna Pass, and the mail
route moved to the new road. After leav-
ing Encino, and going over the rough pass
road, the new route then ran across the
Simi Valley to Tierra Rejada Valley where
the old 1line from the south connected.
From that point, it traveled down the
south bank of Calleguas Creek to the So-
mis area, and then directly across the
Los Posas Rancho to the Santa Clara Val-
ley, Saticoy Spring, and on to San Buena-
ventura. Between San  Buenaventura and
Santa Barbara, the mail vroute followed
the coast line, and, at times, actually
ran along the surf.

Cover bearing manuscript San Buenaventura of 1866 and Overland Mail notation.
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Stages needed to stop for replace-
ment horses every 12 to 14 miles. These
stops were noted in both the stage com-
pany schedules and the Post Office Route
Schedules. In addition, there were other
stops where stages picked up passengers,
mail and/or express. Wells, Fargo & Com-
pany was active along the routes in Ven-
tura County, and, as elsewhere, they con-
ducted their own express mail service,
including the same of stamps and envel-
opes. In many parts of the early West,
there were few post offices, but Wells,
Fargo Express Agents could be found in
many places. That was one of the reasons
that their private mail service worked.
Over the years, some of these early stage
stops prospered and grew into towns, but
the majority have been lost to history.

Stage stops through Simi Valley are
identified on the "Old Postal Route Map"
(Figure 2) From Encino over the pass to
Larry's, at the bottom of Santa Susanna
Pass; Noriega, at the west end of the
Valley and now Strathearn Historical
Park; Simi, on the Tierra Rejada; Rice's,
where the route crossed Calleguas' Creek;
Santa Clara, as the route entered the
river plain; Saticoy, and San Buenaventu-
ra.

The steepness of Santa Susanna Pass
forced construction of an easier route
over the mountains, and in 1875 the Cone-
jo Grade was opened. Stage stops on this
new route were made at Las Virgenes, near
Liberty Canyon in Los Angeles County (ve-
jar, a later stop, was near here); New-
bury Park, at the Los Angeles County
line; Calleguas, in  present Camarillo;
Springville, west of Camarillo; Pinkards,
at the Santa Clara River crossing; and on
to San Buenaventura. Not 1long after the
change was made to this new route, the
Post Office withdrew all mail contracts
from stages operating here.

The reason for the removal of the
mail contract was the arrival of the
Southern Pacific Railroad at Saugus in
1876. This meant that mail could be de-
livered along the easier route through
Santa Clara River Valley to provide fast-
er service to San Buenaventura and Santa

Barbara. The new route stopped at Camu-
los, near Piru; Scenega, located at the
present Fillmore fish  hatchery; Santa

Paula; Saticoy; and San Buenaventura. The
route remained in effect wuntil Southern
Pacific built into the area in 1887, and,
throughout its Tife, mail service ranged
from fair to very poor.

In 1877 mail service returned to the
Conejo on a tri-weekly basis, however
this time the route went south along the
coast to Hueneme from San Buenaventura
before turning north to Springville and
the old road over the Conejo. New stage
stops were added at 0Olivas Adobe, at the
Santa Clara River crossing; Rice, on Gon-
zales Road; and Patterson, south of pre-
sent day Oxnard Airport. Mail along this
route moved by spring wagon, and service
ranged from good to none over the next
twenty years. The farmers of Simi Valley
typically sent someone every Friday to
pick up their mail at Newbury Park.

The first post office in what was to
become Ventura County was established at
San Buenaventura in 1862. Over the next
25 years there would be ten more offices
established, and most of these would be
located along the main stage routes. The
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INDEX TO OLD POSTAL ROUTE MAP

NOTE: Believed prepared by Thomas G. Bard for his brother, Richard Bard,
as material for a talk

oLivos - On North bank of Santa Clara River about at present

°  entrance to Montalvo Rock Co.

PINKARD'S - On Highway 101 about 1)) yards East of Junction of 101

and 10l Alternate.
RICE'S - On Ventura Road about !/4 mile North of Gonzales
Road intersection.
PATTERSON -
STA. CLARA
STATION -

0On Ventura Road near Teal Road.

At foot of Del Horte grade on North side of present drainage
ditch where the hill meets farmed area. 0ld remains of
station were still there in 1810.

RICE'S - Was the old adobe destroyed by S. P. Co. R/W in 1893. 34
stood just North of B. |. Co. present concrete Mexican

quarters near S. P. Co. tanks.

CALLEGUAS - Once called STAGE BARN HiLL and stood near present site

of County Fire Station.

SiMi - In westerly end of Tierra Rejada at spring on Charley

Thacker's place now owned , | think, by J. P. Levy.

NORIEGA -  Adobe house since added to by Stratherns and standinj north

of road froa.Tierra Rejada at foot of sliope from the W:st.
LARRY'S - 01d stage stop North of S. P. Co. R/W & about 1/4 mile
west of Santa Susana tunnel portal.

At point of hill south of Saugus

LYON'S -

01d Conejo Road traversed North line of Rancho Golonia from
CALLEGUAS to PINKARD'S.

The road from SiMI to RICE'S followed the bottom of the
Arroyo after dropping down from Mesa de Queso about a half
mile east of the line separating Las Posas & Simi Ranchos.




A TG e R P R S P 2, T SR A R Pl S R i I S

~1 -, w ¥ ’
oM CHE S o ('m\n\g\/\/i\)}o\\)\”
; Q

N

8 & dn kg Sy \/:, ’\/}\,\[‘\)/vl J(\)\/(\[(}\ﬂ.!'\}

N0

Mirror image reads: "40/6 01d Postal Route Map San Buenaventura to Huencme"

(Possibly in hand writing of Thomas Robert Bard- RB, Jr.)

= > =

4 \ o MisSIOT
&Y o \ Sun Fernando
\

-~ _&¥ \

AD/sf‘dhuﬂ;.

Tos Argee®
s. FRom 70 |
\ qn_Bucnuvc"(&’“— Odlivas S mo

do : . ey

: Rices ¢ ., Lower RPoute .

do

Ha eneme /12

.

do

Sad ‘005 9 meles

OLD POSTAL ROUTE MAP

Vi, U 7
De v gule
K MCavels S e r i This is a tracing from a print found in the Bard files. The
4147&2/\@/71 g e f ?ocation of the original is unknown. The creator of the map
et 1 i Ll P SERS A S i Ll L is also unknown,
g Tracing prepared by Richard Bard, Jr., P. 0. Box 263,
°© K : / : .
Frin arels O/ mnites Y b Colville, Washington 99114 in July, 1987.
M ddle Rouls

do e sk 73R




//4 // LSl e7 /ﬂvq’(‘? '

oy

L Lo e
i
Y

N
4

4

eted mmmptm,u be

"ot adttv

58



post office at Wynema was authorized in
September 1870, and 1in 1874 its name was
changed to Hueneme. Saticoy, established
in 1873, was the only office opened along
the Santa Susanna Route.

Newbury Park (July) and Springville
(August) were both established in 1875
after service was shifted from the Santa
Susanna to the Conejo Route. Newbury
Park is an 1interesting office in that it
was established in Ventura County, but
moved to Los Angeles County in 1882. A
Tittle over 18 months later it was moved
back to Ventura County. A1l of these were
physical relocations of the post office,
not merely changes in county boundaries.

The Santa Clara Route saw three new
post offices established along it: Santa
Paula (June 1874); Scenega (March 1875);
and Camillas (October 1885), later named
Camulos.

Other early post offices were at
Nordhoff (1874), in the valley of the
Ojai; New Jerusalem (1882) in the store
of Simon Cohn near the former Pinkard's
Stage Stop; and, Hammel (1882) in a hotel
built by James Hamel on the Conejo. The
latter office was 1in service for only
about six months from July 1882 to Janu-
ary 1883, at a time when the Newbury Park
post office was in Los Angeles County.

TO BE CONTINUED
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MILLS PHILATELICS

“Stamps - Covers”

P.O. Box 549
Phone (914) 294-6266 Goshen, NY 10924

WE HAVE RECENTLY PURCHASED A LARGE
HOLDING OF OVER 10,000 COVERS. STRONG
FROM THE 1880°S TO 1950'S IN U.S. AND
PRE-1910 FOREIGN. OUR STOCK CONTAINS
NEW ITEMS IN MOST AREAS. COME AND SEE
ME AT THE FOLLOWING UPCOMING SHOWS:

Oct. 9-11, MIDAPHIL, Kansas City, MO
Oct. 1618, SESCAL, Los Angeles, CA
Oct. 22-25, ASDA, New York, NY
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Gordon Twedt
Box 280
Maddock, North Dakota 58348
Phone: 438-2280

AUCTINN # €
ALABAMA
100 GREE2?0§0N25 RATE,ASCC DC-28-RED F/VF DEC.22 C

101 CHLORIDE 1951 C.D.S5. DUPLEX ON G.P.C. ARIZ.MSG. A

102 GRAND CANYON, 1987 D-2 F/VF W/WILLIAMS REC'D ON VF
F.P.C. OF GRQN?ngu¥DN DETROIT UNDVD BACK (1906-08) &
183 CAMP CURRY 4-BAR VF+ 1913 (1989-20); VIOLA 1939
4 BAR (1BB9-1943) ON R.PH. MT. LASSEN CARD V.F.
184 CAMP BALDY F,4 BAR 1913(1913-51); WHEELER SPRXNG
1923 4 BAR VG/F. BOTH ON R.PH. CARDS

3 43 ON P.P.C. E

{03 SHERWOOD VF 1913 (1980-28) D-
COLORADD

A
106 PLATTEVILLE 1922 F/VF;DELTA 1987 VF. BUTH ON CVR.
BUFFALO CREEK 1908 (1B78-1963) VF. ON P.P.C.

107 TRAIL RIDGE VF.1941 4 BAR (1937-54)

[DARO
KEUTHERVILLE 1912 4 BRAR VF{(18B8-1944) ON P.C.

10WA
ADELPHI 1910(1853-1938)4 BAR USED AS REC'D VF+
O BOONESBOROUGH,IDA 1882(1851-02) OGN UX7 F/VF
{ HAWARDEN, DISPATCHINE CL,K 34MM C.D.S. V6
2 SEWAL, VF++ 1912 NARROW A BAR (1887-1914) ON PFC
3
4

KANSAS
O0TTAWA,1897 DUPLEX ON CVR.,TOPEKA,SR.A 1911 VF+
SOUTH ATKINSON,19@89 D-2 #1 PARTIALLY OFF CRD.VF

MISSOUR
115 COLUMBIA 1909 FLAG (1988-9) B-14; ON CARD
JACK 1911 D-3 #1 ON NEW YR CRD. BOTH SUPERE STRIKES
116 KAMSAS CITY,GATEWAY STA. M.C. 1919 VF ++
NEBRASKA
117 BELMONT, 1988 4 BAR F/VF; CASCADE 1935 4 BAR VF;
MASON CITY 189S C.D.S5. VF3; ONG 1910 4 BAR WF++ B
NEW HAMPSHIRE
118 FREE FRANK, GILMAN MARSTON, M.C. 1859-63 POST-
MARKED WASHINGTON CITY FREE 1841 MILITARY RELATED

R

NEW MEXICO
g BLOOWFIELD,1911 D-3 (19@6-11) ON PPC F/VF
i

=~ > PDWD> DD

o

CLAYTON 1942 DUPLEX ON XMAS CRD. F/VF
RIBERA, SUPERB 1931 DN G.P.C. PHILATELIC

1911 ON GRTG CARD

CHANDLER 1911 (1907-29) V6/F N.DAK. WEAK
DAGLUM 1908 (1986-2@) VF+ ON DICKINSON 57.8C.
DOLAN 1908 (19@7-@8) VF++ ON P.P.C. TIES 300
FERD 1907 D-2 #1 1st. QPENING LATE DOANES VF++
GALL 1913¢(1910-13) VG/F TIES 300 W.0.CANCEL

-
*
N

GLADYS 1918 D-3 #1 (1904-18) VF+ ON GRTG, CRD

GREENE 1910(1909-45) VF+W/GRANO D.P.O.REC'D VF

GUELFH 1909 D-1 #2 VF.ON BISMARCK S5T.S5C., CARD

HASTINGS 1919(1890-1967) SUPERB STRIKE ON CARD

MAYNARD 1911(1910-13) VF+ ON P.P.C.

MAYNARD 1912(1910-13) VF++ ON CROSBY SIGNED CRD
(1907-208) F. 4 BAR Y.D.MS56G. TIES SC.33!

RONDA 1910(19087-13) VF++ ON GRTG. CARD

RONDA 1913 (1987-13) VF ON EASTER CARD

SCHAFER 1909(18B99-1941) F/VF PN P.C.

SELMA 1909(1907-13) VF+ ON RANGE SC. P.P.C.

SNOW 4 BAR TIES 331,CANCEL VF+¢, NO YD

GREATREND ,NUMEDAHL , 1YLER 0-2 F/VF IN TEENS

GREATBEND NUHEDﬂHL TYLER, CUHINGS 4-BAR , TEENS

GREATBEND, NUHEDAHL JTYLER'D- yHANSBORD IN TEENS
UKLAHOHA

RENFROW F.4 BAR 1908; STONEBLUFF VG. M.0.B.
SOUTH DAKQOTA

ABERDEEN B-t4 FLAG VF+(1908-11) ,ALCESTER VF++ CDS

UN U-349; HURLEY 191@ G/VGON P.C. SENECA 1989 F/VF ON

P.C..TULARE F/VF 1912 ON UX-22:WEBSTER 1912 YF++

145 EDDY 1909 (19@4-13) VUF ON EMEOSSED EASTER CARD

144 HENRY 1989 VF+ ON B/W OF WATERTOWN HI SCHOOL

147 KAMFESK? 1988(1882-1928) VF.D-2 %2 2nd OFENING

EXAS
148 CENTENNIAL 4BAR,19@9 VF;WACO,MACARTHUR STA.M.C.

HINGTAN
149 ELMA 1907 (1891-19489)Y ON COVER VF

LESTER 1905
{50 SEATTLE, STA. & 1913 DUPLEX UF+t
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WYOMING
YELLOWSTONE PARK,1908(1982-62)VF ON UND.

151 BACK CARD
BURRIS 1949(1922-76) "SLIGHTLY OVERINKED 4 BAR B
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DAKGTA TERRITORY
152 DEADWOOD,DAK. 1889 F STRIKE ON G.FP.C. E
153 FAIRMUUNf DAK, 1891 ON PSE, SHORTENED AT R.F/VF D
154 GLADSTONE,DAK, 1888 STARK £0. HERALD CC. VB. E
155 MANVEL, DAK. 6882 E.R.JACOBI,P.M.VF++ CUT CORNER F
R.P.
156 K.C.& LAJUNTA 1987 TR. 2 (911-AE-1) VF OH CRD A
157 LAJUNTA & ALBED 1906(911-A1-2) INVERTED DIAL VF B
158 ALBUQUEEQEE TRANS CLK.,PUEBLO, TRANS CLK. VF C
159 NCCGNNELL, 1lL. TYPE 11F VF. A
168 WARREN, INDIANA TYPE 11IF F. [
161 DUNKIRK, OUHIO TYPE 11F F A
162 JUNCTION CITY OHIOD TYFE 11E  VF++ B
163 EAST BERLIN. PENN. TYPE 1iC VF+ B
164 LEECHBURG PENN. TYPE 11E VF+ A
165 MOWERSVILLE, PENN TYPE 1IC F+ B
166 NEW GALLXLEé PENN TYPE 1IF F A
167 CAVOUR DAK. TYPE 11C VF B
168 RILEYViLLE, VIRGINIA TYPE 11F VF A
END OF SALE
NEARLY ALL ARE D.P.0's, I HAVE TRIED TO GIVE AN
ACCURATE DESCRIPTION OF ALL LOTS.
COPIES ARE AVAILABLE AT I FOR 25 CENTS PLUS SASE.
ALL LOTS WILL BE SO0LD FOR ONE
ADVANCE OVER THE SECOND HIGH BIDDEK,
BIDDERS TO PAY MAILING AND INSURANCE COSTS. ALL
USUAL AUCTION RULES WILL PREVAIL. INCREMENTS WILL
EE ¢1.80 7O $25.0@ AND $Z.50 THEREAFTER. ESTIMATES
ARE AS FOLLOWS A=2,00-5.08, B=5-10.00; C=10-15.00
D=15-20.00 E 70,00-30.00 F=30.08-50.00
G=50.080-75.
CLOSING DATE OF SALE IS NOV. 3@, 1987
GURDON TWEDT,
BOX 28
HADDUCK ND 5B348
MAILING ADDRESS SHOWS
FREEMAN'S STAMPS GLOBAL PHILATELIC
P.O. Box 24231 ASSOCIATES

Huber Heights, Ohio 45424

GREG SUTHERLAND
MEMBER
ASDA,APS.

Buying & Selling

Postal History Phone: 513-236-6719

LET A LOW COST LA POSTA AD TELL
_ OUR READERS ABOUT YOUR WANTS OR *
* MATERIAL FOR SALE. WRITE TODAY I!t

OUR OCTOBER AND APRIL PUBLIC AUCTIONS
AND OCCASIONAL MAIL SALES ARE PACKED
WITH UNUSUAL LOTS OF U.S. POSTAL HISTORY,
STAMPS AND LARGE LOTS.

ASK FOR OUR NEXT CATALOG!

Wm. B. Robinson

1641 Bruce Ln.
Green Bay, Wl 54303
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Figure 1. Portion of a 1914 National Geographic map showing the Birch Creek District.

BOONDOGGLE AT BIRCH CREEK

By Richard W. Helbock

The process through which new post
offices were established in areas of
frontier settlement was not always smooth
and orderly. In theory, a group of set-
tlers would gather together to sign a
petition requesting that Washington grant
them a local post office. The petition
typically named someone as a candidate
for postmaster, suggested a site for the
proposed office, and, sometimes, mention-
ed a desired name. The Post Office De-
partment, upon receiving the petition,
and any endorsements from regional post-
masters or politicians that might accom-
pany it, then considered awarding the new
office. Such consideration often included
a report by a Postal Inspector, who was
dispatched to the area in order to make a
first hand evaluation of the need for a
new office. The process was therefore
careful, somewhat deliberate, and design-
ed to minimize precipitous decisions.
Never-the-less, some bad decisions did
occur, and, apparently, such was the case
in Alaska's Birch Creek Mining District.

The initial gold strikes in the
Birch Creek District were made in 1893,
and they gave rise to Circle City as the
region's major supply point on the Yukon.
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By 1896 Circle had grown into the largest
American settlement on the river with a
population estimated at anywhere from
five hundred to five thousand, depending
upon whose estimates are wused. The boom
period was short lived, however, and, by
September 1899, the white population had
declined to just 55, as the hoards of ea-
ger prospectors quickly drifted off to
Eagle, Nome, and other new strikes.

Not absolutely everyone left the re-
gion, however, and those few that remain-
ed required postal service. The Circle
post office had been established in the
spring of 1896, but there were no offices
authorized for the Birch Creek District
itself, which lay some 40 to 60 miles to

the southwest. On August 6, 1902, the
Department moved to rectify this over-
sight by appointing Walter P. Fell post-

master at the newly established Mastodon
post office. Located on Mastodon Creek in
the heart of the Birch Creek District, a
post office at Mastodon must have seemed
the perfect answer for providing mail
service to those who remained in the are-
a. Exactly how many people remained to be
served is anyone's guess, but on June 18,
1902, potential postmaster Fell reported
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Figure 2. Tracing of Postmaster Fell’s Sketch Map of Birch Creek District which was submitted with
the Geographic Site Report for Mastodon Post Office in 1902.
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that his office would serve "four hun-
dred" residents. He also supplied the De-
partment with a hand drawn map (Figure 2)
which clearly showed the relationship of
Mastodon to surrounding settlements and
to Circle City.

So, Fell was appointed, and the post
office at Mastodon went into business. On
July 1, 1903, Postmaster Fell was listed
in the OFFICIAL REGISTER as having recei-
ved $22.23 for compensation during fiscal
year 1903, and the 1905 OFFICIAL REGISTER
lTisted his compensation as $158.53 for
fiscal year 1905. These figures suggest
that Mastodon was a fairly respectable
post office in terms of business by Alas-
kan standards of the day. It is surpris-
ing, therefore, that we find the Mastodon
post office closed abruptly on July 14,
1906. What happened? Did Fell, and
everyone else suddenly, abandon the Birch
Creek District?

Figure 3. Photocopy of the only recorded Mastodon
postmark.

While we do not know what happened
to Postmaster Fell, we do known that the
"400" residents of the Birch Creek Dis-
trict did not suddenly leave. The micro-
film records of Post Office Department
"Geographic Site Reports" contain the
following letter written in February 1907
to Clyde Thompson, then postmaster at
Eagle, Alaska.

Independence Creek,
Feb 12th, 1907
Friend Thompson
Sir i Jjust received a bundle of pa-
pers from you for which i thank you for
them. it has been a long time since i
read the Globe Democrat.
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Mr. Thompson the post office on Mas-
todon has been discontinued and our mail
is being scattered here and there for
lack of some proper place to leave it.
the store here at Miller Creek has a sa-
loon and as you know it 1is not a safe
place to leave the mail but Mrs. Eliza-

beth Griffith at the Miller Road House
says she will look after the boys mail
and see that they get it if the mail sack
is left with her. their Miller house is
the most centering place for this section
here and it is on the mail route to Fair-
banks and Mrs. Griffith is a good respon-

sible woman to handle the mail to. will
you kindly ask the mail inspector if he
can have the carrier to leave the mail

sack with her so we can get our mail? it
will be a great convenience to the neigh-
borhood if you can have it left with her.
Mastodon never was the proper place
for the post office 1in the first place
but through the shrewdness of Mr. Prosser
a saloon man on Mastodon got the office
up there against the will of the people
here by getting strangers that were tra-
veling through the country to sign the
petition. i wish you would have a talk
with the inspector about this and see
what he can do.
Yours respectfully,
/s/ S. M. Pauley

A little further on in the file we
find a note from one C. L. Wayland, a
Washington-based Postal Inspector. The
note reads:

Subject: New Post Office
at Mastodon, Alaska.

and Postmaster

It is my opinion that a post office
is not needed at Mastodon, for reason
that that point 1is directly on the star
route from Circle to Cleary, Alaska, and
reqular star route delivery of mail can
be made. In another case I tried for a
year to secure a postmaster for Mastodon.

But, as it is possible that a post-
master can be procured, and an office
would be of some service, I would suggest
that a C case be made for use by the in-
spector who shall next visit the Yukon
country.
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Figure 4. Photocopy of the earliest example of a postmark recorded from Miller House.

(postmark strengthened)

Despite the ambivalent recommenda-
dation of Inspector Wayland, a post of-
fice was established at Miller House with
the appointment of Robert S. Warren as
postmaster on June 26, 1908. Warren was
succeeded on September 2, 1909, by Mrs.

Elizabeth Griffith, and Mrs. Griffith
held the job until 1912. In November of
1912 one Jay F. Kelly was appointed to
succeed Mrs. Griffith, but his appoint-
ment was rescinded, and the post office
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was closed with papers to Deadwood. Five
years later Miller House was re-estab-
lished, and it has continued to operate
until the present day.

Only one example of a postmark from
Mastodon has been recorded, and it exists
as a neatly trimmed cut square (Figure
3). The earliest known Miller House post-
mark dated from October 1910 (Figure 4),
but similar examples are known with dates
as late as 1919.

POSTAL HISTORY

United States &
British North America




THE POST OFFICES OF UTAH
By Dan Meschter with Arthur E. Rupert

Part XXV: Grand County

Grand County 1lies between the Green
River and the Colorado border. It is the
easterly extension of Emery County from
which it was partitioned in 1890. The
north border of the county 1is lost among
the rugged cliffs and mesas of the Tava-
puts Plateau, and cuts across the virual-
1y uninhabited Uintah and Ouray Indian
Reservation. The southeast corner 1in-
cludes the mysterious and beautiful LaSal
Mountains, and southwestern Grand County
is an arid plateau on the edge of the
great canyonlands along the Colorado and
Green rivers.

The county, however, does not derive
its name from its scenic grandeur, which
indeed would be appropriate, but from the
Grand River, the former name of the Colo-
rado River, which cuts  southwesterly
across the county seeking its meeting
with the Green River further south.

The northerly of two routes, jointly
called the "Old Spanish Trail", found its
way down Spanish Valley to ford the Grand
River in the vicinity of the Moab Valley.
The 01d Spanish Trail was an early trade
route from Santa Fe to Los Angeles. It
was pioneered in 1830 by a fur trader
named William Wolfskill. Avoiding the In-
dian hazards and ordeals endured by ear-
lier expeditions attempting the direct
route west across Arizona, he led a party
of fur traders northerly across south-
western Colorado into Utah, across the
Grand River at Moab and the Green River
near Greenriver to the Sevier River below
Manti, and thence south and west along
the Sevier toward southern California.
Wolfskill traded in California especially
for mules, which yielded huge profits
when driven back and delivered in Santa
Fe.

The earliest settlement in the coun-
ty was established in the Moab Valley in
June 1855 by members of a mission to a
band of Ute Indians, who themselves were
settled at the mouth of Spanish Valley,
and who, surprisingly for Utes, were car-
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rying on a rudimentary form of agricul-
ture. Other than farming in the Spanish
Valley, southeast of Moab, the county of-
fered few attractions to settlers until
the coming of the railroad.

The location of the first post of-
fice at Plainfield involves some research
problems. The record of postmaster ap-
pointments is somewhat ambiguous before
assigning the office to San Juan County.
Never-the-less, Plainfield 1is assigned
here to Grand County on the strength of
the one historical map on which it was
found. On that map the office was located
in the Spanish Valley in an area which
would appear to have later been assigned
to Grand County. In either case, the ex-
act site would be no more than a mile or
two from the Grand-San Juan county line.

Moab, of course, was the second post
office to be established in Grand County,
and it was followed by Richardson, anoth-

er agricultural community at a river
crossing, six years later. Dewey was
still another such crossing, and Picture
Gallery is said to have been a resort of

some kind, or, perhaps, a dude ranch.

The progress of the railroad can be
traced across the map by the establish-
ment of post offices at Westwater and
Cisco in 1887, and, a few years later, at
Crescent and Thompsons.

A minor copper mining excitement in
the LaSal Mountains spawned Basin and
Castelton at the turn of the century, and
Wilson at the beginning of World War 1.
Although mining gave 1life to these small
communities, their longevity drew as much
from farming and timber as from mineral
extraction.
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Grand County's peaceful world turned bluff high above Moab became a memorial
upside down after World War II. First to the modern legend of a prospector who
came the continuation of oil drilling, “struck it rich", but couldn't handle
which was begun during the war years, and success. Most recently, Moab became the
then began the great wuranium rush of the center for deep potash mining, and the
1950's. Although most of the mines were boom times continued until a declining
actually further south 1in San Juan Coun- market and hazardous mining conditions
ty, Moab boomed as a supply and support defeated the effort.
center, and a major uranium mill for the None of these post war developments, how-
production of "yellow cake" was built ever, contributed to the county's postal
across the river and operated for some history, since the last new post office
years. Charlie Steen's mansion on the was opened before World War I. Grand
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County is settling back now into its old
patterns as it looks to tourists visiting
Arches National Monument north of Moab,
and the newer Canyonlands National Park
to the southwest, as the mainstay of its

economy. A total of twenty post offices
are listed for Grand County, including
three name changes and one that probably
did not operate. Only three post offices
are still in service.

UTAH POST OFFICES

GRAND COUNTY

Post Office Established
Basin 24 Feb 1899
Castleton 7 Mar 1900
Cisco 10 Mar 1887
Cisco C.P.O0. 1 Dec 1967
Crescent 28 Jun 1889
Dewey 30 Aug 1898
Elgin 5 Mar 1898
Elmonte 7 Jul 1898
Kingferry 12 Jun 1902
Marrs 14 Jan 1910
Mesa 30 Apr 1907
Moab 23 Mar 1880
Neslen 21 Oct 1912
Picture Gallery 12 Aug 1913
Plainfield 17 Jul 1879
Richardson 15 Sep 1886

20 Jul 1907

Sego 22 Apr 1918
Thompson 1 Nov 1949
Thompson C.P.0. 6 Oct 1983
Thompsons 25 Mar 1890
26 Aug 1893

Westwater 10 Mar 1887
9 May 1891

Wilson 20 Jan 1915

Discontinued Notes

Philatelic Bibliopole
Authoritative
. Philatelic Literature
Charles J. Starnes
U. S. Postal Rates
To Foreign Destinations
1847 to GPU-UPU
$27.50 post paid

Leonard H. Hartmann
PO Box 36006 Louisville, Ky 40233
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31 May 1914 M. to Castleton
14 Jun 1930 M. to Cisco
30 Nov 1967 Conv. to R.B.
Operating CPO of Greenriver
6 Feb 1890 M. to Blake
12 Jun 1902 NCT: Kingferry
31 Aug 1918 M. to Greenriver
20 Jan 1899 Probably never oper.
Was Dewey
30 Aug 1902 M. to Cisco
15 Jul 1913 M. to Westwater
15 Aug 1913 M. to Moab
Operating
22 Apr 1918 NCT: Sego
30 Jun 1919 M. to Cisco
8 Nov 1880
31 Mar 1905 M. to Castleton
30 Jun 1908 M. to Castleton
Was Neslen
31 Aug 1953 M. to Thompson
5 Oct 1983 Was Thompsons
Operating C.P.0. of Moab
18 Oct 1892 M. to Cisco
1 Nov 1949 NCT: Thompson
16 Jul 1890 M. to Denver, CO
15 Feb 1954 M. to Mack, CO
29 Sep 1923 M. to Castleton
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THE
SECOND SECTION

Robert G. Munshower, Jr.

Editorxr

“Christmas Post,” by Thomas Nast. From Harper's Weekly, Jan. 4, 1879,

With this, the Holiday Issue of La Posta, your editor would
like to express the best of holiday wishes to the many who have
contributed to the success of the Second Section during 1987.
Many thanks to my co-editors, Dick Helbock, Alan Patera, Bob Stets
and Randy Stehle. A ton of Christmas cheer to Rod Crossley for
his work on the California Railway Mail Route series, and to Bob
Schultz, Lamar Peterson, Dennis Pack and the many others who have
been so helpful and supportive, which, of course, includes you,
our readers. It is your continuing support which allows us to
present what we feel is the best postal history publication cur-
rently available.

Bob Munshower, Jr.
TLYTIETTLYM
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CALIFORNIA RAILWAY POST OFFICE MONOGRAPH

Part VI1: LOCAL LINES, BRANCH LINES AND
SHORT LINES IN THE VALLEY

The San Joaquin Valley became the
private preserve of the Southern Pacific
Railroad for a 30-year period following
the construction of the Southern Pacific
main line to Los Angeles. During this
period, to increase their control and
profits, the company built several branch
lines in the valley, and R.P.0. service
was provided on some. In addition to
through mail service on the main lines,
the Railway Mail Service also provided
Tocal service on the same 1lines using a
variety of postmarks. And, finally, there
were three short-line RPOs operating in
the San Joaquin Valley during the period
of Southern Pacific dominance: two in the
foothills of the Sierra Nevada and one in

the 0il fields around Bakersfield. In
this section of the Monograph, we will
examine the development of all these

railway postal routes
used on them,

and the postmarks

THE SOUTHERN PACIFIC VALLEY LINES
60-61 SOUTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD

When the Southern Pacific
acquire the right-of-way needed for its
push up through the San Joaquin Valley
from the delta area around Stockton, the
approached established towns in search of
free land, bonds, and tax incentives.
Most towns were not cooperative, and, as
a result, the SP (then still known as the
Central Pacific) chose to build their new

began to

Tine out on the valley floor, away from
the established towns, where Tland was
cheaper. The company also platted and

sold land in the new towns that they es-
tablished along their route. Beginning
with Lathrop, the railroad founded a
string of new settlements through the San
Joaquin Valley including Modesto, Merced,
Fresno, Tulare, and Delano.

Once the main Tine was completed to
Los Angeles, the Southern Pacific began
to develop the valley through the build-
ing of a series of branch 1lines. The
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railroad's often heavy handed development
policies, plus their 1land pricing rates,
led the public and press to refer to the
Southern Pacific as the "Octopus", and it
has been only in recent years that local
sentiment began to change.

One of the first construction pro-
jects was beqgun in 1878 to build a line
west from Goshen Junction toward Mussell
Slough and the Delta area of Tulare Lake.
Once again, instead of building through
established towns, the railroad founded
their own, such as Hanford. This line was
extended from the end of track at Huron
on to Alcalde, west of Coalinga, in 1888.

The east side 1line from Fresno to

Famoso was also built in 1888. Along this
branch the Southern

Pacific founded the

San Joaquin Flyer
—through San Joaquin Valley by day

New, fast, convenient day strv-
_fce through central California be-
tween San Francisco and Los An-
geles; an opportunity to see the
great San Joaquin valley as you
ride. 3

San Joaquin Flyer leaves San Fran-
cisco 8:40 a.m., arriving Fresno 2:10 p.
m., Los Angeles 11:15 p.m. Returning,
leaves Los Angeles 7:50 a.m., arriving
Fresno 4:20 p.m., San Francisco 10:05
©.m.Coaches,diner, parlorobservation
car. Stops at important points enroute.

Nine other fine trains dailybetween
San Frandsco and Los Angeles over
Coast and Valley lines. Schedules and
service to suit your plans. Go by train.
Save time, money and nervous energy.

h Southern Pacific |




towns of Reedley, Lindsay, Strathmore,
and Exeter, to name a few. When the Tline
from Los Banos to Fresno was finished in
1891, the railroad built a branch from
Colles (Kerman) on the Los Banos Line to
Almona on the Coalinga Branch.

55 STOCKTON AND COPPEROPOLIS RAILROAD

The original concept was introduced
as early as 1862 to build a rail 1line
from tidewater at Stockton to the mining
area around Copperopolis. A route was
surveyed, but due to the Civil War, it
was not until October 1865 that the rail-
road was incorporated. The company appli-
ed for a Federal subsidy to begin build-
ing, and approval was granted in 1867. A
decline in copper prices, plus some other
internal problems, forced the company to
turn over their construction rights to
the California Pacific shortly thereaf-
ter, and the CP built the line as far as
Milton in 1871. The California Pacific
operated not only railroads, but river-
boats on both the Stockton and Sacramento
rivers. Thus they could directly transfer

freight and passengers from their own
riverboats to their new railroad at
Stockton.
56 STOCKTON AND VISALIA RAILROAD

This railroad was founded in 1869

with the goal of building down the Valley
to Visalia to operate in competition with
the Central Pacific. The company issued
bonds for the project, but undertook no
construction. In 1871 the California Pa-
cific built 18 miles of track from Peter
to Oakdale in order to qualify for these
bonds, but, when they tried to collect
the money, the company was taken to court
and eventually collected only a-fraction
of the amount they sought.

The Central Pacific eventually ac-
quired control of the California Pacific.
They operated both the Stockton & Copper-
opolis and the Stockton & Visalia as a
separate companies until 1877. In 1877
the CP reorganized the two lines as a new
Stockton and Copperopolis Railroad, and
continued to operate the lines until 1888
when all became part of the Southern Pa-
cific system.
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58 STOCKTON AND TULARE RAILROAD

The Southern Pacific formed this
construction company in 1887 to build the
Eastside secondary line from Oakdale to
Famoso. The Tine was to be built some 16
miles to the east of the main line with a
cross connection to the main Tine at five
locations along the way. Only two sec-
tions of the projected line were ever
finished. In 1888 a link from Fresno to
Famoso via Exeter was completed, and in
1890 a section was built from Oakdale to
Merced.

76 VISALIA RAILROAD

The Southern Pacific approached the
town of Visalia, which had been founded
in 1855, in the early 1870's about donat-
ing land or money to build the new valley
1ine through the community. When Visalia
declined, the SP built through Goshen,
and established the new town of Tulare.
In response to being bypassed, the citi-
zens of Visalia built their own 7-mile
branch 1ine in 1874 to bridge the gap be-
tween themselves and Goshen. Never really
happy with their railroad, the town wel-
comed the San Francisco & San Joaquin
Valley Railroad when it arrived 1in 1897.
That same year, the Southern Pacific pur-
chased the Visalia Railroad and extended
it another five miles east to Exeter on
the Eastside line.
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R.P.0. SERVICE ON THE SOUTHERN PACIFIC
VALLEY LINES

The San Francisco & Los Angeles RPO
provided through service in the San Joa-
quin Valley via Lathrop and Tracy for
over eighty years. Additional service was
also available along the upper end of the
Valley between Sacramento and San Fran-
cisco. Over the years, the Post Office
Department did at times evidence the o-
pinion that this service was not enough
to meet the needs of the Valley, and so
they established local service.

At the turn of the century, in order
to support the Sacramento & San Francisco
Railroad, the POD authorized the Sacra-
mento and Merced RPO. The route ran via
Stockton and Lathrop, and only lasted for

about two years, but there are postmarks
from this route known with 1906 year
dates.

In 1941 the Sacramento and Fresno

RPO was established with two round trips
daily. One train serving this route was
the Sacramento Daylight, which ran from
Sacramento to Tracy, where it connected
with the San Joaquin Daylight and the San
Francisco & Los Angeles RPO. The other
train was the West Coast, which ran from

Los Angeles to  Portland, Oregon. The
postmark used below Fresno on the train
read "San Francisco & Los Angeles", while

north of Sacramento it read "Portland &
San Francisco". This route and its two
postmarks were to last wuntil 1955. The

Stockton and Fresno RPO was established
in 1909 via Lathrop as a secondary ser-
vice between the two towns. The route was
to last only five years before being dis-
continued in 1914.

Railway Postal Service was provided
to the Westside line from Tracy to Fresno
as soon as it was completed, and contin-
ued to operate until the 1960's. After
1898 this service normally consisted of a
single train daily using the San francis-
co & Los Angeles postmark. The POD pro-
vided extra service over part of the
Westside line from 1898 to 1935, first
using a postmark reading "Tracy & Port-
ersville”. In 1900, when the 1line was
extended to San Francisco via Niles, the
postmark was replaced with one reading
"San Francisco & Portersville." When the
train from San Francisco reached Collins
(now Kerman), it turned south to Armona
on the Coalinga Branch. It then turned
east, running through Goshen and Exeter,

RPO SERVICE SOUTHERN PACIFIC IN THE SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY

Terminals in Postmark Years

Sacramento - Merced 1900-1901
Sacramento - Fresno 1941-1955
Stockton - Fresno- 1909-1914
Tracy - Portersville 1898-1899
San Francisco-Portersville 1900-1908
San Francisco - Visalia 1908-1914
San Francisco - Exeter 1914-1916
San Francisco - Fresno 1917-1935
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before reaching Portersville. Beginning

TMC# of Postmark  Route No. Notes

979 J 4E-D7A (1)

979 1 4E-D7A-B

979 A 4D 7AB

None known ---

963 AC 57A61,60CD76 via Niles

963 AD 73,4B57A60C stop Goshen

None known ---

963 W 44772 ,57AB Westside
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in 1905, and for about three years there-
after, the route originated in Tracy in-
instead of San Francisco, but continued
to use the "San Francisco & Portersville"
postmark. Portersville was replaced by
Visalia as the terminus in 1908, but the
RPO stopped at Goshen. With the advent of
World War I, the route was reduced to
provide service only to Fresno. This con-
figuration lasted until 1935, and the
route used a postmark reading "San Fran-
cisco & Fresno" during this time.

BRANCH LINES

The San Joaquin Valley had three
centers of branch line operation.
centers were Stockton, Goshen and Fresno.

STOCKTON

Mail service was begun on the rail-
road soon after the 1line was completed
between Stockton and Oakdale in 1877. The
first postmark in use was a route agent
marking; one of only two such markings to
be used in California. During the next
few years, Railway Mail Service varied
from closed pouch to route agent, but no
postmarks are known from the 1881-1884
period.

In 1884 " RPO service was established
between Milton and Stockton, with closed
pouch service between Peter and 0Oakdale.
When the rail 1line between O0akdale and
Merced was completed, RPO service was
shifted to the new line and Peter to Mil-
ton becoming a closed pouch operation.
This routing lasted until 1892 when the
Sierra Railway was completed. There were
then two RPOs on the branch; one from
Jamestown on the Sierra Railway via Oak-
dale to Stockton, and the other from Mil-
ton via Peter. Closed pouch service re-
placed the Milton to Peter section of the
latter in 1903. The Oakdale & Merced RPO

was established in 1907 as support for
the Tuolumne & Stockton Railroad. This
route lasted until 1916. Railway Post

Office service between Stockton and Oak-
dale was terminated in 1932. (See Sierra
Railway for additional details of 1903-
1932 service).

These .
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GOSHEN

One of the earliest branch Tines in
the San Joaquin Valley operated west from
Goshen. As the line was built, the Post
Office established a closed pouch opera-
tion from Goshen to the end of track. In
1898, some 10 years after the 1ine had
reached Alcalda, a RPO service was autho-
rized between the two towns. Service on
part of the 1line was expanded to two
trains per day when the San Francisco &
Porterville RPO was begun in 1900. In
1904 service was cut back from Alcalda to
Coalinga, but in 1908 it was extended
east from Goshen to Portersville. In both
cases, postmarks were reworded to reflect
the changes. The routing from Coalinga to
Portersville was replaced in 1912 by a
Fresno to Coalinga route which followed

the main Tine from Fresno to Goshen and
then turned west to Coalinga.
—“
OAKDALE & MERCED R. P. O.
8outhern Pacific Co., 40.834 m’s. Rt. 176035. (P-Sau Fran.)

Barvice on this line performed by helper of Tuolumne & Etock-
<nR. P.O.

a15] June 11, 1911 [a151
e Lo Oakdale,Cal.......... ar|10 6o
§15jar.......... Merced, Cal.......... 1v| 7 48

17’ apsriment car (tw).

LW—-MILTON & STOCKTON R. P. O.

(s0. Pae. Co.,25.23 m's.) Kt. 176012, (San Fran.)
b153 Nov. 7, 1900. 1 O15¢,
2 40 L M:lwon, Cal.......,... Alie
316 | Peters, Cal. ...... j ] ;g;
J 45 A Stockton, Cal ........ Li102
Tr. 153 West. I From ‘Tr. 154 East | From
b Sacramento, Cal ../Stockton b Linden, Cal....... |Holden Sta
b 8.F. Porters. tr. 37 R

b Copperopolis, Cll.iMan
b Angels Camp, Call *¢
b Murphys, Cal..... ' 9

service on this line is performed by clerks of the Carters &
Stockton R. P. O.

PORTERSVILLE &4 COALINGA R. P. O.
Southern Pacific Co., 91.831 m's Portersvilie to Coalinga; 13.3¢
m'’s @oanen t0 Hanford; 21.24 m's. §oshen to Lemoore. Ht. 176090
pars, Porteraville to Kxeter: 176007 part, Kxeter to Gosben; 176018
Goshen to Coa]lnlr.. (P-San Fran.)
Clerkr: Hewlett, Leroy Phillips. J. 8.

1301 agd | 885 | 83| June 4,1911 [at0iasjan | b

..... . | 4001v. Portersville.Cal. ar ....'12110,..... 150

..... 445 ..... Exeter,Cal ......'.... 11 30| ... |G KO

..... §10...... Visalia, Cal ... _l.....f11 &5 .../ 8§25

(X1 f; ..... 10 40} ... 488
....Gosben, Csl....< !

390/ 02l llouuos;tg
;” :;g 'u nn.l... Hanford, Cal.... H : i: “0 1}.'_.
74 86..... snl...... Armona, Csl...... 808 ; 18 263
785 845 ....0 8 46 Lemoore.Cal. (nJ.). ./ 755 .../ 106 § &
shoe.....|.... lar.. Coalinga, Cal " .1v 6 45 . |53

apertment car (iw) tMotor train.
Yor other tralos of this line see San Fran. & Visalia, Ban Fran.
& Los Angeles and Fresno & Goshen R. P. O's.

~




FRESNO

The Eastside line from Fresno to Fa-
moso was completed in 1888, but it was
four years before RPO service was started
on various parts of the 1line. The first
route, beginning in 1891, was from Fresno
to Portersville. This was replaced in
1900 by the Fresno and Visalia via Exe-
ter, which survived until 1908. The Fres-
no & Portersville RPO was revived 1in
1902, but the route now ran via the main
line to Goshen where it turned east to
Portersville. The five-mile section be-
tween Visalia and Exeter carried three
different mail trains each way daily be-
tween 1902 and 1908: San Francisco &
Portersville, Fresno & Visalia, and Fres-
no & Portersville.

In 1908 several changes were made in
service over the Eastside line. The Fres-
no & Visalia RPO was replaced by the
Portersville & Coalinga, while the Fresno
& Portersville became part of the San
Francisco & Los Angeles Short Run. In
1911 the Fresno & Goshen via Exeter was
established, but in 1914 it was modified
to the Fresno & Famoso, and in 1916 it
was discontinued.
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FRESNO 4 PORTERSVILLE R. P. O.
Bouthern Pacific Co., 69.62 m's. (8an Fran.)
Rt. 17602 rn, Fresno to Goshen; 176018 part, Goshen to Visalia;
(Y

176007 Visalia to Exeter; 176066 part, Exeter to Portersville.
Cierx: Diephaus,John
fram 12 Nov. 20, 1904 [n11 el |
| ;Ilalv ....... Fresno, Cal..... . ..... ar zz i
! 1L 00 .
§FTI020 § e Goshen, Cal hlﬂ 7
| 4 6710 45 Visalia, Cal. ......... flEh 704
I61811 08 ... Exeter. Cal . ......... 50 643
[§ 68011 33ar . Portereville, Cal Iv' 4 38 6 IS
*San Fran & Portersville R. P. O.
ADUITIONAL TRAINS:
Tr.a281v. Goshen.. ... 7 20; ar. Visalia............ 16
* 863 ¢ Visalia . 950; “ Goshen ..... ..... 10 05
Tr. 11 meets tr. 35 bet, Farmersville and Exeter. ... .. [}

!l':r other trains of this 1ine see Fresno & Visalis and S8an Fran.
&

s Ang. R. P.O.'s
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FRESNO & VISALIA R. P. O.

Bouthern Pacific Co., 62.41 m's. Bap Fren.)
Rt. 176066 part, Fresno to Exeter; 176007 Exeter to Visalia.
v pert CLERK: Bpence, Charles
bp | w4 Nov 20, 1904 a| b
1 — %
7 00 | fw......... Fresno,Cal . ......... ar| 8 %

i %'2’ i : g ......... BAngerdlCll.éd.ls.) .......... 'l' % :p : ;:
. ,yeal ... ... -]
usgs 38 o S ISHERE T
a% | &b 2 .......... Exeter, Cal........... g all | B
843 7 40 643 518
704 $ WBar.......... Visalia, Cal.......... Iv| 6 15| ¢ 7
Train 16 meets train 35 at Exeter, Cal .. .. 6 43.

For other trains of this line see Fresno & Porteraville B. P. 0.

FRESNO 4 GOSHEN R. P. O.

Bouthern Pacific Co., Through run 70.11 m's. Short run Freane
to Visalia 62.51 ms. Rt. 176007. (P-8an Fran.)
Olerks tra. 14-61 & 94-95: Edrington, Adolphus R.; Spence, Charlea

Clerk trs_16-11 and 12-18: Manson, John K.

IIREDED June 4, 1911 bz fass| |
8 36] 7 151v Fresno,Cal .. _.ar| 8 35, 7 6§
7 14| 7 55,... Banger, Cal (d.s.)....| 7 56{ 6§ 21
736 817, ... Reedley, Cal......{ 7 50| 6 68
7481830, ... Dicuba, Cal ...... 7 18] 5 48
$ 40! 9 20! 8 25| 4 60
b1t | et |§ Exeter, Cal.... . 3 h12 | ad¢
8 46| 5 20 22( 4 ¢
810} 943 .. .. Visalia,Cal....... S0/ 420
10 07iar  Goshen. Cal iv 3 56
1Y apartmentcar ({w). Trs. 14 6L and 94.95.
' apartment car(fw). Trs. 16-11 and 12-18.
'!3. ll: meets tr. 13 at Senger ... ...l 7 B8

'* 98 bet. Freeno and SBanger.............. .84
For other trains of this line rec Portersville & Coalings, Bss
Pran. & Visalia and =an Fran. & Los Ang. RP.O.'s

BAN FRANCISCO &4 PORTERSVILLE R. P. O.

Bouthern Pacific Co., 270.41 m’s. (8an Fran.)
Rt. 176028 part, S8an Francisco to Tracy; 176065 Tracy to Armons;
176018 part, Armona to Visalia; 17 Visalia to Exeter; 176066
part, Exeter to Portersville. CLERKS:
Reynolds, Frank A. Gentle, Wm. F
Horgan, D. L., Jr. Little, G. E.
1 [ [ e |
P lv.Ban Francisco, Cal'ar
" 1.Oakland Pier,Cal.(n.0.).| ¥5
£7.[.,0akland, Cal. Qatdr) | o
c€5|..... Fruitvale, Cal......| §3
S| - Haywards, Cal . .. -
5 Y ORI fles,Cal........
] o
a3 ; ..Tracy,Cal...... .1
I;gldt Cal. (d.8.) 9 80
.. Mendota, Cal. (d.8.) ..
=5 306........ Collis, cal®) vl [
S0 9 Ou‘Ar-ont.C;l, 8 0010 56 T8
9 X' B . P
Bl e 4 s....mmm.cn....3 10 ¢ Telt
TN I 780 Tﬁ
® 00| I v 7710 20 0
I s N z....oonhon. Cnlg Tail
W ionTH v i o ¢
il [§ ]
T181045 745 467,...... Visalie, Cal....... 704 960300 5 6
6 43111 03— t ... LExeter, Cal....... S (1TW N
13 58] | 8 saar. Portersville, Calliv| 6 18]  |oo. . |§ 2
Train 85 meets train 86 at Westley,Cal.............. unw
“ 35 e “ 16 at Exeter,Cal............... 643
oo * 11 bet. Farmersville & Exeter. § 12

t Goshen & Coalings R. P. O. *Fresno & Visalia R . P. O.
$Fresno & Portersville R. P. O.

Clerks of this line perform se fro: n Francisco to Trac,
tp Port. & San Fran. 't): 12. Trice ™ e ’

R!‘;‘rgther trains of this line see S8an Prancisco & Los Angeles

The San Francisco & Los Angeles
Short Run on the Eastside 1line 1lasted
until 1940. Most of the time there were
two trains on the line. One was a through
train between San Francisco and Los Ange-
les which was normally routed via Goshen,
Exeter and Famoso. The other was a Fresno
to Bakersfield local, which originated in
Fresno and serviced all the Eastside line
towns, i.e., the "Milk Run."



RPO SERVICE SOUTHERN PACIFIC BRANCH LINES

Terminals in Postmark
STOCKTON

Stockton - Visalia
Stockton - Oakdale
Milton - Stockton
Stockton - Merced
Milton - Stockton
Oakdale - Merced

GOSHEN

Goshen - Alcalda
Goshen - Coalinga
Portersville - Coalinga

FRESNO

Fresno - Portersville
Fresno - Visalia
Fresno - Portersville
Fresno - Coalinga
Fresno - Goshen
Fresno - Coalinga
Fresno - Famoso

Only to Oakdale; Route Agent postmark.
Replaced by Closed Pouch.
A postmark dated 1909 is known.

Years

Uncertain
1877-1881
1884-1892
1892-1898
1898-1903
1907-1916

1898-1904
1904-1908
1908-1912

1891-1900
1900-1908
1902-1908
1910-1911
1911-1914
1912-1923
1914-1916

TMC# of Postmark

963 J

None Known
989 C

No TMC#
989 C

989 D

992.4C
992.4D
992.3E

992.3A
992.3C
992.3
None known
992.4B
992.4A
992.3D

Route No. Notes
55A56 (1)
55 AB
55A56 58A via Peter
55 AB
58 A (2)
60 A-C
60 BC (3)
58B76,60BCD
58 AB
58A 60D via Exeter
7C76,60D58D via Goshen
58A60D76 via Exeter
7C60BC via Goshen
58ABC




SHORT LINES
53 SAN JOAQUIN RAILROAD

The company was founded in
Marcus Pollasky, a promoter who came to
Fresno to build a new trans-continental
railroad, The line was build from Fresno
northwest some 25 miles toward Pollasky
(now Friant). After building the first 25

1891 by

miles of his trans-continental, and a
large house in Fresno, Pollasky Tleft
town. In January 1892 the 1line was ac-
quired by the Southern Pacific, and the
SP completed it to Friant.

A closed pouch mail service was
authorized for the route when Southern

Pacific acquired control, and, except for
three years between 1913 and 1915 when a
fully operating Railway Post Office ser-
ved the Tine, the closed pouch service
lasted until the Tate 1920's.

53 SAN JOAQUIN AND SIERRA NEVADA RAILROAD

This short line was started in order
to move grain from the area around Lo<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>