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STATFMVNT OF PURFOSE

Renlies to the form lebier mailed to a number of nostal history enthualasts during the
month of December, 1968, have indicated that there exists a level of interest in forming
a astudy prouo, or seminar, along the general lines proposed in the letter. The purpose
of this bulletin is to serve as a forum for the study group, to carry news of interest
of the group, and to puhlish results of postal history research projects undertaken by
group members.

Hany of the letters received in reply to the December form letter expressed concern

over possible conflict between thls group and the Western Cover Soclety. Most of the
pecole who received a copy of the firgt letter are; as I sm, members of W.C,5., and

the concern cver conflict or duplicsation of effort 1e understandable. After considerable
thonght and consultation with other interested people, the decision has been reached to
¢ ahsad with the following considerations in mind:

1) this group will be primarily concerned with the postal history of the
mountaln and desert west, a scope of area much narrower than W.C,S.3 -

2) this group wil) be open and, hopefully, interested in undertaking research
in all aspects of poatal history in the area from pre-territorial to 20th
cantury; and,

%) this grouv will be ¢xclusively oriented toward research, some of the results
of which may arpear on the papes of Western kxpress, or other journals.

in swamary, 1% is avtxrinatuﬂ trat this postal history study group will compliment the
resbern Cover Gocledy, sy well as, The Lth Class Cancellation Club, znd other proups
by produsing postal histery research in our geographic area of interest,

SCOVF GF INTYHE.SES

Trhe December letterwas framed in iight of a group ¢oacerned with the ocstal history of

the Southwest - Ardgona and lfew Mexico. Many of the repliss supgested, in Ffact cemanded,
that the peographic scope be increased to include such states as Colorade, Wyomlng, Idaho,
Utah, Monbana, eto. As a2 resulb, it has been decided to conslder all of the wountain and
: esert Aesh, & physlographis bounﬂary as oppoged to political boundaries. ‘The term is
guite broaa and a little bit vagvs, bubt in terms of ecomomic activities and human
orcupante - hence nestal Yistory orobably more meaningfuyl than political deliniatdion.

frece Wera also gapgestlcns as e content and subject mabver of research, and here ths
begr puldelang, In the worus of flauph In", seems to be "What ever fturas you on." wWho's
o say that one man’s wiece on rovral branches or DPOs of Bonner County, Idaho, is any
less worthy résescch than ancther fellow's work on (Colorado Territorial vostmarks? whils
it seews Lrue that peonle who collect territorials cdo not collect wodern Ltk class vost
efflcys, and vice versa, L ¢an assure you that there ars those amoung ve wheo colient

roth.  inoany case, collectors or entbusiasts of both schceole can and do benefit from
Lae ogams wyves of Luformation.  High qualdty pestal hilstory research. whatever the toni
shioocis sey ane bosefully will be, the chie? objective of this study :oun.




GOAL3 AND OBJECTIVES

it is by no means In the purview of thig writer to suggest all the goalis and objectives
for z study group such as we are forming, and 1 will not attempt to do so. TIhere is,
rowever, one possible goal which J would like to 1list for your consideration. Duz to

e gfforts of Lr. Sheldon Like of Albuquerque, and a few other enthusiastic studeats

of tbe postal history of New Mexico Territory, there exist two excellant reference works
-m the post offices and postmarks of Vew Mexizo in i4s territorilal period. The first

of Dr. Like's books 1s devoted to listing the ditvs of establishment; postmasters with
appointment dates, and where relevant name changes and closing dates, for all New Mexico
Territorial post offices. Lr. Dike's second book, last published in 1965, is titled

New Mexico lerritorial kostmark Catalog. This magnificent effort tabulates all known
postmarks of the period by tyne, and lists earliest and latest known examples of each
type together with the owner and a valuation based on age, desirability, scarcity, and

a number of cother variables, Both of these books are now out of prin%, but a goodly
number are in the hands of collectors and therein iles a level of knowledge available

t0 New Mexico Territory students enjoyed by few other area groups. The catalog is in

a continual state of revision, but a atrong core of knowledge exists (Len Persson
estimates that 90% or more of all known markings are contained in the latest edition),
and even our mogt “stable” catalogs - Scottisg, Gibbon'y, ete. - are reviged and expanded
neriodicallye.

A3 a possible goal for this study group, 1 should like tc propose that we work toward

the comnilation of catalogs similar to Dr. Dike's for all of our area of peographic
interest, It is not an imvossible goal, and I hopbe you can agree with me in its worth.
T™is bulletin could ssrve as a means of distributing news and information as to who is
Wworking on various areas and topics. Who needs informatlon on an area or gubject, and
who has information, represent other types of helwful instructions. Perhans Lr. like

can be persuaded to present technical and methodological tips, and the bulletin can
certainly review important postal history data sources. 1f this idea sounds interesting.
and vou feel you might be able to varticipate in some way, please droo me a line so I
can get some publicity for you and hopefully put you in contact with kindred spirits,

For example, William H. Bauer, 112 Jeanne Lr., Westwego, [A. 7009, is currently working
on Colorado postal history up to 1929. He is intere¢sted in pathering information of
various postmarks used and the periods of uge, so if you have a number of Colorado
covers and would like to see a Colorado catalog, it would probably be to your advantage
%o contact Bill Baver.

Publicity for our research efforts will also be generated by Western Stamp Collector,
which has taken an interest in us and will undoubtedly c¢o-cparate in our search for
vogtal history data where they can,

THE BULLL TIN

~

ia Posta i3 & Spvanish term meaning Mail Stop. [t was anplied in the Scuthwestern U.S.
to express route stations. In la Mesilla, a small tcwn 2 miles south of las Cruces and
once the capital of the lonfederate Territory of Arizona, the term has endured as the
name of a widely known restaurant housed in a building once vsed as a Butterfield Stage
astation. The name seems appropriate for a posgtal history bulletin published in this

part of the nation.

ime printing process is temporary. Negotiations are now underway to bring out all
futore issues of la Posta by 3 wultlilith process, and failiny there, a mimeograph process.
7t weu'id be nrefe;zgie to bring out all issues in multilith, but it was decided Lo go
abeat with this Tirst issue before interest lapged and the matter forpotten,

r




ADDITIONAL ORGANIZATIONAL NOTES

The views expressec on the two nreceding papes are necessarily heavily biaged by my
own ooinions and desires, but they are heavily tempered by communications with scme of
the others who responded to the initlal form letter. Thie writer would greatly like
to learn the views and oninions of others of you who may not yet have written., Above
all else, this group, or seminar, is to be guided by the interesis of its members.

The study of postal history in our area is not so broac as to prevent every future
edition of this bulletin from containing at least one article, or informative piece
of interest to every person who reads 1t,

Number 2, the next edition and tre first to be printed by multilith, is currently
planned for distribution in March. Bill Rapp, of The lith Class Cancellation Club, is
working up a piece on Lth Class post offices of San Juan County, Vew Mexico. If all
goes well, his article will appear in the March issue. A piece on the Fort Stanton,
New Hexico Territory post office is in preparation, and will appear in the March lssue
with 1llustratione of all know territorial period postmark types. In addition, the
first of 2 series of "How to" articles on poatal history research will appear.

Members of the seminar with questions they wish researched and projects they wish
oubliciged are respectfully requested to contact myself. In addition, versons wishing

to serve as soeclal consultants in specific geographic areas or topics (RR postal history,
DFUs, etc.) are asked to make their fields of specialisation known to me.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

The original estimate of $5 for the first year subscription or emrollment fee for this
study group still seems 2 fairly accurate eatimate. I willingly confess ignorance of
the costs of running a project such as thia, but considering only suoplies, printing
and mailing estimates, the §5 figure seems pretty close,

Funds will be managed as an organigation, i.e., a checking account will be established
in the name of the Mountain and Degert West Postal History Society and all bills will
be paid by checks drawn on that account {(as long as it has a positive balance). All
financial records will be open to any member(subscriber) at any time, and if in fact
costa do not Justify the amount of dues, the balance at the years end will be divided
equally amoung all members and credited toward next year's dues. Further; if anyone
has any supgestions of a better way to work this, please do not hesitate to make them
known,

One additional note here: the personal guarantee of a postal history publicatlion with

not less than & issues in 1969, and at least 60 pages still atands. If I have to, I
can do that much research by myself, but please don’t force me,

ADICS

That will be all for the first number; very spare and not very informative, but a start
none~the=less, Flease make your desires and interests known. 1 firmly believe that
this can and will be a highly productive group if only we work in concert.

Richard W, Helbock




